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PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

THE REVOLUTION.

CHAPTER I.

" When Freedom, from her mountain height,

Unfurl'd her standard to the air,

She tore the azure robe of night,

And set the stars of glory there.

She mingled with its gorgeous dyes

The milky baldric of the skies,

And striped its pure celestial white

With streakings of the morning light

;

Then from his mansion in the sun

She caird her eagle-bearer down.

And gave into his mighty hand

The symbol of her chosen land."

Joseph Rodman Drake.

fS^=p^

"
N the first of January, 1 776, the

new Continental army was organ-

ized, and on that day the Union

^^ FLAG OF THIRTEEN STRIPES WES Un-

lurled, for the first time, in the American

camp at Cambridge. On that day the

king s speech (of which I shall presently write) was

received m Boston, and copies of it were sent, by a

flag, to Washington. The hoisting of the Union en-

s'£rn was hailed by Howe as a token of joy on the re-

ceipt of the gracious speech, and of submission to the

crown' This was a great mistake, for at no time had

Washington been more determined to attack the king's

troops, and to teach oppressors the solemn lesson that " Re-

sistance to tyranny is obedience to God."

After the anival of Colonel Knox with military stores from the

uoith, whither he had been sent in November, the commander-in-chief

resolved to attack the enemy, either by a general assault, or by bombard-

ment and cannonade, notwithstanding the British force was then near-

ly equal to his in numbeis, and greatly superior in experience. Knox

brought with him from Fort George, on forty-two sleds, eight brass mor-

tars,'six iron mortars, two iron howitzers, thirteen brass cannons, twenty-

six iron cannons, two thousand three hundred pounds of lead, and one

1 Washincrton, in a letter to Joseph Reed, written on the 4th of January, 1776, said, The speech I send

you. A voiume of them was sent out by the Boston gentry, and, farcical enough, we gave S^-^fP^[°

[hem without knowing or intending it ; for on that day, the day which gave being
V^f^^^^Tl^/^-J^

'

^"'
"Z;

fore the proclamation came to hand, we had hoisted the Union flag, in compliment to the Lnited Colonies-

II. B
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Plan of Attack on Boston. Re-enforcement of the Army. Council of War. Number of the Troops. Situation of Washington.

barrel of flints. In the harbor of Boston the enemy had several vessels of war,' and npon

Bunker Hill his works were very strong.

Washington's plan depended, in its execution, upon the weather, as it was intended to

pass the troops over to Boston, from Cambridge, on the ice, if it became strong enough.

The Neck was too narrow and too well fortified to allow him to hope for a successful eflbrt

to enter the town by that way. The assault was to be made by the Americans in two divi-

sions, under Brigadiers Sullivan and Greene, the whole to be commanded by Major-general

Putnam. Circumstances prevented the execution of the plan, and January passed by with-

out any decisive movement on the part of either army. The American forces, however,

were daily augmenting, and they were less annoyed by the British cannon than they had

been, for Howe was more sparing of powder than Gage."

The Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, at its winter session, organized the militia of

the province anew. John Hancock, James Warren, and Azor Orne were appointed major

generals, and thirteen regiments were formed. A new emission of paper money, to a large

amount, was authorized, and various measures were adopted to strengthen the Continental

army. Early in February, ten of the militia regiments arrived in camp ; large supplies of

ammunition had been received ; intense cold had bridged the waters with ice, and Washing-

ton was disposed to commence operations immediately and vigorously. He called a council

February, ^^ ^^^^ 0"^ ^^^ 1 6th, to whom he communicatcd the intelligence, derived from care-
^"^"^^

ful returns, that the American army, including the militia, then amounted to a

little more than seventeen thousand men, while that of the British did not much exceed five

thousand fit for duty. Many of them were sick with various diseases, and the small-pox

was makino; terrible havoc in the enemy's camp.^ Re-enforcements from Ireland, Halifax,

and New York were daily expected by Howe, and the present appeared to be the proper

moment to strike. But the council again decided against attempting an assault, on account

of the supposed inadequacy of the undisciplined Americans for the task. They estimated

the British forces at a much higher figure ; considered the fact that they were double offi-

cered and possessed ample artillery, and that the shi^s in the harbor would do great execu-

tion upon an army on the ice, exposed to an enfilading fire. It was resolved, however, to

bombard and cannonade the town as soon as a supply of ammunition should arrive, and that,

in the mean time, Dorchester Heights and Noddle's Island (now East Boston) should be

taken possession of and fortified. The commander-in-chief was disappointed at this decision,

for he felt confident of success himself " I can not help acknowledging," he said, in a letter

February 18, *° Congrcss, "that I have many disagreeable sensations on account of my situ-
^'"'^^^ ation ; for, to have the eyes of the whole Continent fixed with anxious expecta-

tion of hearing of some great event, and to be restrained in every military operation for the

want of the necessary means for carrying it on, is not very pleasing, especially as the means

But behold ! it was received in Boston as a token of the deep impression the speech had made upon us, and
as a signal of submission. So we hear by a person out of Boston last night. By this time, I presume, they
begin to think it strange that we have not made a formal surrender of our lines." The principal flag hith-

erto used by the army was plain crimson. Referring to the reception of the king's speech, the Annual
Register (1776) says, "So great was the rage and indignation [of the Americans], that they burned the
speech, changed their colors from a plain red ground which they had hitherto used, to a flag with thirteen

stripes, as a symbol of the number and union of the colonies." The blue field in one corner, with thirteen

stars, was soon afterward adopted
;
and by a resolution of the Continental Congress, already referred to,

passed on the 14th of June, 1777,* this was made the national flajj of the United States.
^ The Boyne, sixtj^-four guns ; Preston, fifty guns ; Scarborough, and another sloop, one of twenty and

the other of sixteen guns, and the Mercury.
^ From the burning of Charlestovvn to Christmas day, the enemy had fired more than two thousand shot

and shells, one half of the former being twenty-four pounders. They hurled more than three hundred bombs
at Plowed Hill, and one hundred at Lechmere's Point. By the whole firing on the Cambridge side they
killed only seven men, and on the Roxbury side just a dozen !

—

Gordon, i., 418.
^ Quite a number of people, sick with this loathsome disease, were sent out of Boston

;
and General Howe

was charged with the wicked design of attempting thus to infect the American army with the malady.

* Journals, iii., 194.
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used to conceal my weakness from the enemy conceal it also from our friends, and add to their

wonder." In the midst of these discouragements Washington prepared for a bombardment.

The British troops in Boston were beginning to be quite contented with their lot, and

Howe felt almost as secure as if he w^as on the shores of Old England. He wrote to Dart-

mouth that he was under no apprehension of an attack from the rebels ;' and so confident

were the Tories of the triumph of British arms, that Crean Brush, a, conceited and syco-

phantic LoyaUst from New York, oflered to raise a body of volunteers of three ja^uajyio,

hundred men, to " occupy the main posts on the Connecticut Pviver, and open a i''^-

line of communication westward toward Lake Champlain," after " the subduction of the

main body of the rebel force."' The enemy had also procured a plentiful supply of provi-

sions, and the winter, up to the 1st of February, was tolerably mild. " The bay is open,"

wrote Colonel Moylan, from Pwoxbury. " Every thing thaws here except Old Put.^^ He is

still as hard as ever, crying out, ' Powder ! powder ! ye gods, give me powder !' " The

British officers established a theater ; balls were held, and a subscription had been opened

for a masquerade, when Washington's operations suddenly dispelled their dream of security,

and called them to lay aside the " sock and buskin," the domino, and the dancing-sHpper,

for the habiliments of real war. They had got up a farce called •' Boston Blockaded ;"'

they were now called to perform in the serio-comic drama of Boston bombarded, with appro-

priate costume and scenery.

The design of Washington to fortify Dorchester Heights was kept a profound secret, and,

to divert the attention of Howe, the Americans opened a severe bombardment and cannon-

ade, on the night of the 2d of March, from the several batteries at Lechmere's Point,
^^^^^

Roxbury, Cobble and Plowed Hills, and Lamb's Dam. Several houses in the city

were shattered, and six British soldiers killed. The fire was returned with spirit, but with

out serious efiect. In the course of the bombardment, the Americans burst the "Congress''

thirteen inch mortar, another of the same size, and three ten inch mortars.

On Sunday and Monday nights a similar cannonade was opened upon the city. March 3, 4,

At seven o'clock on Sunday evening, j:Jeneral Thomas, with two thousand men, i''^^.

and intrenching tools, proceeded to take possession of Dorchester Heights. A train of three

hundred carts, laden with fascines and hay, followed the troops. Within an hour, march-

ing in perfect silence, the detachment reached the heights. It was separated into two divi-

sio"ns, and upon the two eminences already mentioned they commenced throwing up breast-

works. Bundles of hay were placed on the town side of Dorchester Neck to break the rum-

ble of the carts passing to and fro, and as a defense against the guns of the enemy, if they

should be brought to bear upon the troops passing the Neck. Notwithstanding the moon

was shining brightly and the air was serene, the laborers were not observed by the British

sentinels. Under the direction of the veteran Gridley, the engineer at Bunker Hill, they

worked wisely and well. Never was more work done in so short a time, and at dawn two

forts were raised sufficiently high to afford ample protection for the forces within. They

presented a formidable aspect to the alarmed Britons. Howe, overwhelmed with astonish-

ment, exclaimed, " I know not what I shall do. The rebels have done more in one night

than my whole army would have done in a month." They had done more than merely

raise embankments ; cannons were placed upon them, and they now completely commanded

the town, placing Britons and Tories in the utmost peril.

^ Frothingham ; from manuscripts in the office of the Secretary of State of Massachusetts.

* This play was a burletta. The figure designed to represent Washington enters with uncouth gait,

wearing a large wig, a long, rusty sword, and attended by a country servant with a rusty gun. While this

farce was in course%f performance on the evening of the 8th of January (1776), a sergeant entered sud-

denl)', and exclaimed, "The Yankees are attacking our works on Bunker Hill!" The audience thought

this was part of the play, and laughed immoderately at the idea ; but they were soon undeceived by the

voice of the burly Howe shouting, " Officers, to your alarm-posts !" The people dispersed in great confu-

sion. The cause of the fright was the fact that Majors Knowlton, Carey, and Henly had crossed the mill-

dam from Cobble Hill, and set fire to some houses in Charlestown occupied by British soldiers. They burned

eight dwellings, killed one man, and brought off five prisoners.
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The morning on which these fortresses were revealed to the enemy was the memorable

oth of March, the anniversary of the Boston Massacre} The associations connected with

the day nerved the Americans to more vigorous action, and they determined to celebrate and

signalize the time by an act of retributive vengeance. Howe saw and felt his danger ; and

his anxiety was augmented when Admiral Shuldham assured him that the British fleet in

the harbor must be inevitably destroyed when the Americans should get their heavy guns

and mortars upon the heights. Nor was the army in the city secure. It was therefore re-

solved to take immediate measures to dislodge the provincials. Accordingly, two thousand

four hundred men were ordered to embark in transports, rendezvous at Castle William, and,

under the gallant Earl Percy, make an attack that night upon the rebel works. ^ Wash-
ington was made acquainted with this movement, and, supposing the attack was to be made
immediately, sent a re-enforcement of two thousand men to General Thomas. Labor con-

stantly plied its hands in strengthening the works. As the hills on which the redoubts were

reared were very steep, rows of barrels, filled with loose earth, were placed outside the breast-

works, to be rolled down upon the attacking column so as to break their ranks ; a measure

said to have been suggested by Mifflin. All was now in readiness. It was a mild, sunny

day. The neighboring heights were crowded with people, expecting to see the bloody trag-

edy of Breed's Hill acted again. Washington himself repaired to the intrenchments, and

encouraged the men by reminding them that it was the 5th of March. The commander-
in-chief and the troops were in high spirits, for they believed the long-coveted conflict and

victory to be near.

While these preparations were in progress on Dorchester Heights, four thousand troops,

in two divisions, under Generals Sullivan and Greene, were parading at Cambridge, ready

to be led by Putnam to an attack on Boston when Thomas's batteries should give the signal.

They were to embark in boats in the Charles River, now clear of ice, under cover of three

floating batteries, and, assaulting the city at two prominent points, to force their way to the

works on the Neck, open the gates, and let in the troops from Roxbury.

Both parties were ready for action in the afternoon ; but a furious wind that had arisen

billowed the harbor, and rolled such a heavy surf upon the shore vidiere the boats of the en-

emy were obliged to land, that it was unsafe to venture. During the night the rain came
down in torrents, and a terrible storm raged all the next day. Howe abandoned his plan,

and Washington, greatly disappointed, returned to his camp, leaving a strong force to guard

the works on Dorchester Heights.

The situation of Howe was now exceedingly critical. The fleet and army were in peril,

and the loyal inhabitants, greatly terrified, demanded that sure protection which Howe had

Marcii, so ofteu Confidently promised. He called a council of officers on the 7th, when it

1776. ^as resolved to save the army by evacuating the town. This resolution spread

great consternation among the Tories in the city, for they dreaded the just indignation of the

patriots when they should return. They saw the power on which they had leaned as almost

invincible growing weak, and quailing before those whom it had affected to despise. They
well knew that severe retribution for miseries which they had been instrumental in inflict-

ing, surely awaited them, when British bayonets should leave the peninsula and the excited

patriots should return to their desolated homes. The dangers of a perilous voyage to a
strange land seemed far less fearful than the indignation of the oppressed Americans, and
the Loyalists resolved to brave the former rather than the latter. They began, therefore,

to prepare for a speedy departure ; merchandise, household furniture, and private property

of every kind were crowded on board the ships. Howe had been advised by Dartmouth, in

1 The day, usually observed in Boston, was now commemorated at Watertown, notwithstanding the ex-
citing events occurring in the city and vicinity. The Reverend Peter Thacher delivered an oration on the
occasion.

—

Bradford^ 94.

2 Three weeks previously, suspecting that the Americans were about to take possession of Dorchester
Neck. Howe sent a detachment from Castle William, under Lieutenant-colonel Leslie, and some "renadiers
and light infantry, under Major Musgrove, to destroy every house and other cover on the peninsula. They
passed over on the ice, executed their orders, and took six of the American guard prisoners.
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November, to evacuate Boston, but excused himself by pleading that the shipping was inad-

equate. He was now obliged to leave with less, and, in addition to his troops, take with

him more than three thousand refugee Loyalists, and their effects. Ammunition and war-

like magazines of all kinds were hurried on board the vessels ;
heavy artillery, that could

not be carried away, was dismounted, spiked, or thrown into the sea, and some of the forti-

fications were demolished. The number of ships and transports was about one hundred and

fifty ; but these were insufficient for the conveyance of the multitude of troops and inhabit-

ants, their most valuable property, and the quantity of military stores to be carried away.'

The few patriots who remained in Boston now felt great anxiety for the fate of the town.

They saw the preparations for departure, and were persuaded that the enemy, smarting un-

der the goadings of disappointed pride and ambition, would perform some signal act of venge-

ance before leaving—probably set fire to the city.' Actuated by these surmises (which were

confirmed by the threat of Howe that he would destroy the town if his army was molested

in departine), and by the fearful array of ships which the admiral had arranged around the

city, a delegation of the most influential citizens communicated with the British commander,

through General Robertson. The conference resulted in a promise, on the part of Howe,

that, if Washington would allow him to evacuate quietly, the town should be spared. A
communication to this efiect, signed by four leading men—John Scollay, Timothy Newell,

Thomas Marshall, and Samuel Austin—was sent to the camp at Roxbury without any spe-

cial address. It was received by Colonel Learned, who carried it to Washington. The

commander-in-chief observed, that as it was an unauthenticated paper, without an address,

and not obligatory upon General Howe, he would take no notice of it. Learned commu-

nicated this answer to the persons through whom the address from Boston was received.

Although entirely non-committal, it was received as a favorable answer, and both parties

tacitly consented to the arrangement.

Washington, however, did not relax his vigilance, and continued his preparations for an

assault upon Boston if the enemy did not speedily leave. A battery was placed near the

water on Dorchester Neck on the 9th, to annoy the British shipping. On the same jj^rch,

night a detachment marched to Nooks' Hill, a point near the city completely com- i"'^^.

manding it, and planted a battery there. A fire imprudently kindled revealed their labor

in progress to the enemy. A severe cannonade was immediately opened upon the patriots

from the British batteries in the city. This was a signal for a general discharge of cannons

and mortars from the various American batteries, and until dawn there was a continual roar

of heavy guns. More than eight hundred shot were fired during the night. It was a fear-

ful hour for the people of Boston, and all the bright anticipations of a speedy termination of

the dreadful suspense in which for months they had lingered were clouded. But the bellig-

erents were willing to avoid bloodshed. Washington determined to have possession of Bos-

ton at all events, but preferred to take it peaceably ; while Howe, too cautious to risk a gen-

eral action, and desirous of employing his forces in some quarter of the colonies where better

success might be promised, withheld his cannonade in the morning, and hastened his prep-

arations for evacuation.

And now a scene of great confusion ensued. Those who were about to leave and could

not carry their furniture with them, destroyed it ; the soldiers broke open and pillaged many

stores ; and Howe issued an order to Crean Brush,' who had fawned at his feet ever since

the siege began, to seize all clothing and dry goods not in possession of Loyalists, and place

' General Howe's official account.

2 Contrress gave Wa.shington instructions in the Autumn to destroy Boston if it should be necessary to do

so in ordlir to dislodge the enemy. This instruction was given with the full sanction of many patriots who

owned much properry in the city. John Hancock, who was probably the largest property holder in Boston,

wrote to Washington, that, notwithstanding such a measure would injure him greatly, he was anxious the

thing should be done, if it would benefit the cause. Never were men more devoted than those who would

be the greatest suflerers.

3 This order, which is dated March 10th, 1776, is in the office of the Secretary of State of Massachasetts-

and bears Howe's autograph.

—

Fiothingham.
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them on board two brio^antines in the harbor. This authorized plunder caused great dis-

tress, for many of the inhabitants were completely stripped. Shops and dwellings were bro-

ken open and plundered, and what goods could not be carried away were wantonly destroyed.

These extremes were forbidden in g-eneral order the next day, but the prohibition
March 12. t , , ,was little regai'ded.

On the 15th, the troops paraded to march to the vessels, the inhabitants being ordered

to remain in their houses until the army had embarked. An easterly breeze sprang up, and

the troops were detained until Sunday, the 17th. In the mean while, they did much mis-

chief by destroying and defacing furniture, and throwing valuable goods into the river.

They acted more like demons than men, and had they not been governed by officers possessed

of some prudence and honor, and controlled by a fear of the Americans, the town would

doubtless have suffered all the horrors of sack and pillage.

Early on Sunday morning, the embarkation of the British army and of the Loyalists com-

menced. The garrison on Bunker Hill left it at about nine o'clock. Washington observed

these movements, and the troops in Cambridge immediately paraded. Putnam with six

regiments embarked in boats on the Charles E.iver, and landed at Sewall's Point. The sen-

tinels on Bunker Hill appeared to be at their posts, but, on approaching, they were observed

to be nothing but effigies ; not a living creature was within the British works. With a

loud shout, that startled the retreating Britons, the Americans entered and took possession.

When this was effected, the British and Tories had all left Boston, and the fleet that was
to convey them away was anchored in Nantasket Roads, where it remained ten days.' A
detachment of Americans entered the city, and took possession of the works and the military

stores that wei'c left behind.^ The gates on Boston Neck were unbarred, and General Ward,
with five thousand of the troops at Roxbury, entered in triumph, Ensign Richards bearing

the Union flag. General Putnam assumed the command of the whole, and in the name of

the Thirteen United Colonies took possession of all the forts and other defenses which the

^Marchis, retreating Britons had left behind. a On the 20th, the main body of the army,
1776. with Washington at the head, entered the city, amid the joyous greetings of hund-

reds, who for ten months had sutFered almost every conceivable privation and insult. Their

friends from the country flocked in by hundreds, and joyful was the reunion of many fam-

ilies that had been separated more than half a year. On the 28th, a thanksgiving sermon
was preached by the Pveverend Dr. Elliot, from the w^ords of Isaiah, " Look upon Zion, the

city of our solemnities : thine eye shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that

shall not be taken down : not one of the stakes thereof shall be removed, neither shall any
of the cords thereof be broken."^ It was a discourse full of hope for the future, and con-

^ The whole effective British force that withdrew, including seamen, was about eleven thousand. The
Loyalists, classed as follows, were more than one thousand in number : 132 who had held official stations

,

18 clergymen; 105 persons from the country; 213 merchants; 382 farmers, traders, and mechanics:
total 924. These returned their names on their arrival at Halifax, whither the fleet sailed. There were
nearly two hundred more whose names were not registered. It was a sorrowful flight to most of them

;

for men of property left all behind, and almost every one relied for daily food upon rations from the army
stores. The troops, in general, were glad to depart. Frothinsrham (page 312) quotes from a letter written
by a British officer while lying in the harbor. It is a fair exhibition of the feelings of the troops : "Expect
no more letters from Boston ; we have quitted that place. Washington played upon the town for several
days. A shell which burst while we were preparing to embark did very great damage. Our men have
suffered. We have one consolation left. You know the proverbial expression, ' Neither Hell, Hull, nor
Halifax can afford worse shelter than Boston.' To fresh provision I have for many months been qidte an
utter stranger. An egg was a rarity. The next letter from Halifax."

"• So crowded were the vessels with the Loyalists and their effects that Howe was oblitred to leave some
of his magazines. The principal articles which were left at Castle Island and Boston were 250 pieces of
cannon, great and small

; four thirteen and a half inch mortars
; 2500 chaldrons of sea coal ; 2500 bushels

of wheat
; 2300 bushels of barley

;
600 bushels of oats

; 100 jars of oil, containing a barrel each, and 150
horses. Some of the ordnance had been thrown into the water, but were recovered by the Americans. In
the hospital at Boston a large quantity of medicine was left, in which it was discovered that white and yel-
low arsenic was mixed ! The object can be easily guessed.

—

Gordon, ii., 32.
^ Isaiah, xxxiii., 20.
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firmed the strong faith of the hundreds of listeners in the final triumph of liberty in

Sadness settled upon the minds of the people when the first outburst of joyous feeling had

subsided, for Boston, the beautiful city—the metropolis ofNew England—was a desolation.

Many of the finest houses were greatly injured ;
shade-trees were cut down

;
churches were

disfisrm-ed ; ornamental inclosures were broken or destroyed ;
and the public buildings were

shamefully defaced. The spacious old South meeting-house, as we have seen, was changed

into a riding-school ; and in the stove that was put up within the arena were burned, for

kindling, many rare books and manuscripts of Prince's fine library. The parsonage house

belonging to this society was pulled down for fuel. The old North Chapel was demolished

for the same purpose, and the large wooden steeple of the West Church was converted to

the same use. Liberty Tree, noticed on page 466, vol. i., furnished fourteen cords of wood.

Brattle Street and Hollis Street churches were used for barracks, and Faneuil Hall was con-

verted into a neat theater.' A shot from the American fines, which struck the tower of

Brattle Street Church, was picked up, and subsequently fastened at the point where it first

struck, and there it remains.

Ignorant of the destination of Howe, and supposing it to be New York, Washington sent

off five regiments, and a portion of the artillery, under General Heath, for that March 18,

city. They marched to New London, where they embarked, and proceeded to
^'^''^

New York through the Sound. On the departure of the main body of the British fleet from

Nantasket Pvoads, Washington ordered the remainder of the army to New York, except five

reo-iments, which were left for the protection of Boston, under General Ward. Sullivan

marched on the 27th ; another brigade departed on the 1st of April
;
and the last brigade,

under Spencer, marched on the 4th. Washington, also, left Cambridge for New
^^^.^^

York on that day.

A portion of the British fleet, consisting of five vessels, still lingered in the harbor, and

was subsequently joined by seven transports, filled with Highlanders. The people of Boston

were under great apprehension of Howe's return. All classes of people assisted in building

a fortification on Noddles Island (now East Boston) and in strengthening the other defenses.

These operations were carried on under the general direction of Colonel Gridley. In May,

Captain Mugford, of the schooner Franklin, a Continental cruiser, captured the Brit-
^^ ^^

ish ship Hope, bound for Boston, with stores, and fifteen hundred barrels of powder.

On the 19th, the Franklin and Lady Washington started on a cruise, but got aground at

Point Shirly. Thirteen armed boats from the British vessels attacked them, and a sharp

engagement ensued. Captain Mugford, while fighting bravely, received a mortal wound.

His last words were those used nearly forty years afterward by Lawrence, " Don't give up

the ship! You will beat them ofi'!" And so they did. The cruisers escaped, and put

to sea.

In June, General Lincoln proposed a plan for driving the British fleet from the harbor.

It was sanctioned by the Massachusetts Assembly, and was put in execution on the 14th.

He summoned the neighboring militia, and, aided by some of General Ward's regular troops,

took post on Moon Island, Hoff^'s Neck, and at Point Anderton. A large force also collected

at Pettick's Island, and Hull ; and a detachment with two eighteen pounders and a thirteen

inch mortar took post on Long Island. Shots were first discharged at the enemy from the

latter point. The fire was briskly returned ; but the commander, Commodore Banks, per-

ceiving the perilous situation of his little fleet, made signals for weighing anchor. After

blowing up the light-house, he spread his sails and went to sea, leaving Boston harbor and

vicinity entirely free from an enemy, except in the few dissimulating Tories who lurked in

secret places. Through a reprehensible want of foresight, no British cruisers were left in

the vicinity to warn British ships of the departure of the troops and fleet. The consequence

was, that several store-ships from England soon afterward arrived, and, sailing into the harbor

' Frothingham, page 328.
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without suspicion, fell into the hands of the Americans. In this way, Lieutenant-colonel

Campbell and seven hundred men were made prisoners in June.

The evacuation of Boston diffused

great joy throughout the colonies, and

congratulatory addresses were receiv-

ed by Wa.shington and his officers

from various legislative bodies, assem-

blages of citizens, and individuals.

The Continental Congress received

intelligence of the evacuation, by ex-

press, on the 25th of March, and im-

mediately, on motion of John Adams,

passed a vote of thanks to the com-

mander-in-chief and the soldiers under

his command, and also ordered a gold

medal to be struck and presented to

the general. John Adams, John Jay,

and Stephen Hopkins were appointed

a committee to prepare a letter of

thanks and a proper device for the

medal.'

The intelligence of this and other

events at Boston within the preceding

ten months produced great excitement

in England, and attracted the atten-

tion of all Europe. The British Par-

liament exhibited violent agitations,

and party lines began to be drawn al-

most as definitely among the English

people, on American affairs, as in the

colonies. In the spring, strong meas-

ures had been proposed, and some

w^ere adopted, for putting down the

rebellion, and these had been met by

counter action on the part of the

American Congress.^ During the

summer, John Wilkes, then Lord

Mayor of London, and his party, rais-

ed a storm of indignation against gov-

ernment in the English capital. He
presented a violent address to the king

in the name of the livery of London,
(ioLD Medal awarded to Washington.'

' Journals of Congress, ii., 104.

^ Congress issued a proclamation, declaring that " whatever punishment shall be inflicted upon any per-

.sons in the power of their enemies for favoring, aiding, or abetting the cause of American liberty, shall be

retaliated in the same kind, and in the same degree, upon tho.se in their power, who had favored, aided, or

abetted, or shall favor, aid, or abet the system of ministerial oppression." This made the Tories and the

British odieers cautious in their proceedings toward patriots in their power.
^ This drawing is the size of the uicdal. It was struck in Paris, from a die cut by Duvivier. The device

is a head of Washington, in profile, with the Latin legend "Georgio Washington, supremo duci exer-

ciTuuM ADSERTORi LiBERTATis coMiTiA Americana j" "The American Congress to George Washington,

commander-in-chief of its armies, the assertors of freedom." Reverse : troops advancing toward a town
;

others marching toward the water; ships in view; General Washington in front, and mounted, with his

staff, whose attention he is directing to the embarking enemy. The legend is " Hostibus trimo fugatis;"
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in which it was asserted that it was plainly to be perceived that government intended to es-

tablish arbitrary rule in America without the sanction of the British Constitution, and that

they were also determined to uproot the Constitution at home, and to establish despotism

upon the ruins of English freedom. The address concluded by calling for an instant dis-

missal of the ministers. The king was greatly irritated, and refused to receive the address,

unless presented in the corporate capacity of " mayor, aldermen, livery," &c. This refusal

Wilkes denounced as a denial of the right of the city to petition the throne in any respectful

manner it pleased ;
" a right," he said, " which had been respected even by the accursed race

of Stuarts." Another address, embodying a remonstrance and petition, was prepared, and

inquiry was made of the king whether he would receive it while sitting on the throne, it be-

ing addressed by the city in its corporate capacity. The king replied that he would receive

it "at his next levee, but not on the throne. One of the sherifis sent by Wilkes to ask the

question of his majesty, assured the king that the address would not be presented except when

he was sitting upon the throne. The king replied that it was his prerogative to choose

ivhere he would receive communications from his subjects. The livery of London declared

this answer to be a denial of their rights, resolved that the address and remonstrance should

be printed in the newspapers, and that the city members in the House of Commons should

be instructed to move for " an impeachment of the evil counselors who had planted popery

and arbitrary power in America, and were the advisers of a measure so dangerous to his

majesty and to his people as that of refusing to hear petitions."' The common council adopted

a somewhat more moderate address and remonstrance, which the king received, but whether

sitting upon the throne or at his levee is not recorded.^

On the 23d of August, the government, informed of the events of the 17th of June
^^^^

at Charlestown, issued a proclamation for suppressing rebellion, preventing seditious

correspondences, et cetera. Wilkes, as lord mayor, received orders to have this proclama-

tion read in the usual manner at the Royal Exchange. He refused full obedience, by caus-

ing it to be read by an inferior officer, attended only by a common crier ;
disallowing the

officers the use of horses, and prohibiting the city mace to be carried before them. The vast

assembly that gathered to hear the reading replied with a hiss of scorn.

A few days afterward the respectful petition of the Continental Congress was laid before

the king by Richard Penn. Earl Dartmouth soon informed Penn that the king had resolved

to take no notice of it ; and again the public mind was greatly agitated, particularly in Lon-

don, at what was denominated " another blow at British liberty." The strict silence of

ministers on the subject of this petition gave color to the charge that they had a Hue of

policy marked out, from which no action of the Americans could induce them to deviate

short of absolute submission. The Duke of Pvichmond determined to have this silence bro-

ken, and procured an examination of Governor Penn before the House of Lords. That ex-

amination brought to light many facts relative to the strength and union of the colonies

which ministers would gladly have concealed. It revealed the truth that implicit obedience

" First flio-ht of the enemy." The exergue under the device " Bostonium recuperatum xvii marth

MDccLxxvi;" "Boston recovered, 17th March, 1776."

' Pictorial History of England, v., 235.
2 It was about this time that the celebrated John Home Tooke, a vigorous writer and active politician,

was involved in a proceeding which, in November, 1775, caused him to receive a sentence of imprisonment

for one year, pay a fine of one thousand dollars, and find security for his good behavior for three years. His

alleged crime wa.s " a libel upon the king's troops in America." The libel was contained in an advertise-

men't, signed by him, from the Constitutional Society (supposed to be revolutionary in its character), re-

specting^ the Americans. That society called the Lexington affair a " murder,'''' and agreed that the sum of

five hundred dollars should be raised '' to be applied to the relief of the widows, orphans, and aged parents

of our beloved American fellow-subjects" who had preferred death to slavery. This was a set-off" against

subscriptions then being raised in England for the widows and orphans of the British soldiers who had per-

ished. The sum raised by this society was sent to Dr. Franklin, who, as we have seen, paid it over to the

proper committee, when he visited the army at Cambridge, in October, under the direction of Congress.

Out of the circumstance of Home Tooke's imprisonment arose his letter to Counselor Dunning, which formed

the basis of his subsequent philological work, The Diversions of Purlcy, published in 1780.
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to Congress was paid by all classes of men ; that in Pennsylvania alone there were twenty

thousand effective men enrolled for military service, and four thousand minute men ; that

the Pennsylvanians perfectly understood the art of making gunpowder ; that the art of cast-

ing cannon had been carried to great perfection in the colonies ; that small arms were also

manufactured in the best manner ;' that the language of Congress was the voice of the peo-

ple ; that the people considered the petition as an olive branch ; and that so much did the

Americans rely upon its effect, that if rejected, or treated with scorn, they would abandon

all hope of a reconciliation.

On the 11th of October an address, memorial, and petition, signed by eleven hundred and

seventy-one "gentlemen, merchants, and traders of London," was laid before his majesty, in

which it was charged that all the troubles in America, and consequent injury to trade, arose

from the bad policy pursued by Parliament ; and the new proposition which had just leaked

out, to employ foreign soldiers against the Americans, was denounced in unmeasured terms.

A counter petition, signed by nine hundred and twenty citizens of London, was presented

three days afterward, in which the conduct of the colonists was severely censured. This

was followed by another on the same side, signed by ten hundred and twenty-nine persons,

including the livery of London, who, a few months previously, under Wilkes, had spoken out

so boldly against government. This address glowed with loyalty to the king and indigna-

tion against the rebels ! Like petitions from the provincial towns, procured by ministerial

agency, came in great numbers, and the government, feeling strengthened at home, contem-

plated the adoption of more strinirent measures to be pursued in America. Suspected per-

sons in England were closely

watched, and several were

arraigned to answer various

charges against them. ^ Lord

North became the idol of

the government party, and,

in addition to heingfeted by

the nobility, and thoroughly

bespattered with fulsome ad-

ulation by corporate bodies

and the ministerial press,

the University of Oxford had

a medal struck in his honor.

Parliament assembled on the 26th of October, much earlier than common, on ac-

count of the prevalent disorders. The king, in his speech at the opening,' after men-
tioning the rebellious position of the American colonies, expressed (as he had done before) his

determination to act decisively. He alleged that the course of government hitherto had
been moderate and forbearing I but now, as the rebellion seemed to be general, and the ob-

Medal rtkuck in honor of Lokd North.

1775.

' I have in my possession a musket manufactured here in 1774, that date being engraved upon the

breech. It is quite perfect in its construction. It was found on the battle field of Hubbardton, in Vermont,
and was in the possession of the son of an American officer (Captain Barber) who was in that action. See
page 146.

" On the 23d of October (1775), Stephen Sayre, a London banker, an American by birth, was arrested
on a charge of high treason, made against him by a sergeant in the Guard (also a native of America), named
Richardson. He charged Sayre with having asserted that he and others intended to seize the king on his

way to Parliament, to take possession of the town, and to overturn the present government. Sayre was
known to be a friend to the patriots, and on this charge Lord Roehford, one of the secretaries of state, caused
his papers to be seized and himself to be arrested. Sayre was committed to the Tower, from which he was
released by Lord Mansfield, who granted a writ of habeas corpus. Sayre was subsequently fried and ac-
quitted. He prosecuted Lord Roehford for seizing his papers, and the court awarded him a conditional

verdict of five thousand dollars damages. The conditions proved a bar to the recovery of the monev, and
Sayre was obliged to suffer a hea\'y pecuniary loss in costs, besides the personal inditrnitv.

* This is the speech alluded to in the beginning of this chapter, which the British officers in Boston sup-
posed had produced a determination on the part of the Americans to submit.
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jects of the insurgents an independency of empire, they must be treated as rebels. He in-

formed Parliament that he had increased the naval establishment, and greatly augmented

the land forces, " yet in such a manner as to be least expensive or burdensome to the king-

dom." This was in reference to the employment of German troops, which I shall presently

notice. He professed a desire to temper his severity with mercy, and for this purpose pro-

posed the appointment of commissioners to offer the olive branch of peace and pardon to all

offenders among " the unhappy and deluded multitude" who should sue for forgiveness, as

well as for whole communities or provinces. He also expressed a hope that his friendly re-

lations with other European governments would prevent any interference on their part with

his plans.'

The address of Parliament responsive to the king's speech was, of course, but an echo of

that document. It was firmly opposed by all the old leaders of opposition, and the man-

asrement of the summer campaign in America was severely commented upon. Ministers

were charged with placing their sovereign in a most contemptible position before the world,

and with wresting from him the scepter of colonial power in the West. " They have acted

like fools in their late summer campaign," said Colonel Barre. " The British army at Bos-

ton," he said, "is a mere wen—an excrescence on the vast continent of America. Certain

defeat awaits it. Not the Earl of Chatham, nor Frederic the Great, nor even Alexander

the Great, ever gained so much in one campaign as ministers have lost." " They have lost

a whole continent," said Fox ; and at the same time he characterized North as " the blun-

dering pilot who had brought the vessel of state into its present difficulties." " It is a hor-

rible idea, that the Americans, our brethren, shall be brought into submission to ministerial

will by fleets and armies," said General Conway ; and other members were equally severe

upon ministers. In the Upper House, the Duke of Grafton, Lords Shelburtie, Camden,

Richmond, Gower, and Cavendish, and the Marquis of Rockingham, took decided ground

against ministers. Chatham was very ill, and could not leave his country seat. The Duke

of Grafton, one of the minority, was bold in his denunciations, and in the course of an able

speech declared that he had been greatly deceived in regard to the Americans, and that

nothing short of a total repeal of every act obnoxious to the colonists passed since 1763

could now restore peace. The Cabinet, of course, did not concur with his grace, and he re-

signed the seals of office, and took a decided stand with the opposition.^ Dr. Hinchclifie,

bishop of Peterborough, followed Grafton, and also became identified with the opposition.

Thurlow and Wedderburne were North's chief supporters. The address was carried in both

houses by large majorities.

Burke again attempted to lead ministers into a path of common sense and common jus-

tice, by proposing a conciliatory bill. It included a proposition to repeal the NoTemberie,

Boston Port Bill ; a promise not to tax America ; a general amnesty ; and the
^'^'^^

calling of a Congress by royal authority for the adjustment of remaining difficulties. North

M^as rather pleased with the proposition, for he foresaw heavy breakers ahead in the course

' The king did not reckon wisely when he relied upon the implied or even expressed promises of non-

intervention on the part of other powers. He had made application to all the maritime powers of Europe

to prevent their subjects from aiding the rebel colonies by sending them arms or ammunition; and they all

professed a friendship for England, while, at the same time, she was the object of their bitterest jealousy

and hate, on account of her proud commercial eminence and political sway. The court of Copenhagen

(Denmark) had issued an edict on the 4th of October against carrying warlike articles to America. The

Dutch, soon afterward, took similar action ; the punishment for a violation of the edict being a fine of only

four hundred and fifty dollars, too small to make shipping merchants long hesitate about the risk where such

enormous profits were promised. In fact, large quantities of gunpowder were soon afterward shipped to

America from the ports of Holland in glass bottles invoiced " gin." France merely warned the people that

what they did for the Americans they must do upon their own risk, and not expect a release Irom trouble,

if they should get into any, by the English admiralty courts. Spain flatly refused to issue any order.

- His office of Lord of the Privy Seal was given to Lord Dartmouth, and the office of that nobleman was

filled by his opponent, Lord George Germaine—" the proud, imperious, unpopular Sackville." Germaine

had taken an active part in favor of all the late coercive measures, and he was considered the fit instrument

to carry out the plans of government toward the Americans, in the capacity of Colonial Secretary.
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of the vessel of state ; but he had abhorred concession, and this appeared too much Uke it.

A large majority voted against Burke's proposition.

Lord North introduced a bill a few days afterward, prohibiting all intercourse

or trade with the colonies till they should submit, and placing the whole country

under martial law. This bill included a clause, founded upon the suggestion in the king's

speech, to appoint resident commissioners, with discretionary powers to grant pardons and

effect indemnities.' The bill was passed by a majority of one hundred and ninety-two to

sixty-four in the Commons, and by seventy-eight to nineteen in the House of Lords. Eight

peers protested. It became a law by royal assent on the 21st of December.

Having determined to employ sufficient force to put down the rebellion, the next necessary

step was to procure it. The Committee of Supply proposed an augmentation of the navy to

twenty-eight thousand men, and that eighty ships should be employed on the American sta-

tion. The land forces necessary were estimated at twenty-five thousand men. The king,

as Elector of Hanover, controlled the troops of that little kingdom. Five regiments of Han-
overian troops were sent to Gibraltar and Minorca, to allow the garrisons of English troops

there to be sent to America. It was also proposed to organize the militia of the kingdom,

so as to have an efficient force at home while the regulars should go across the Atlantic.

For their support while in actual service it was proposed to raise the land-tax to four shill-

ings in the pound. This proposition touched the pockets of the country members of Parlia-

ment, and cooled their warlike ardor very sensibly.

The peace establishment at home being small, it Avas resolved, in accordance with sug-

gestions previously made, to employ foreign troops. The king wrote an autograph letter to

the States General of Holland, soliciting them to dispose of their Scotch brigade for service

against the Americans. The request was nobly refused. A message was sent to the Par-

liament of Ireland requesting a supply of troops ; that body complied by voting four thousand

men for the American service. They servilely agreed to send men to butcher their brethren

and kinsmen for a consideration ; while the noble Hollanders, with a voice of rebuke, dis-

sented, and refused to allow their soldiers to fight the strugglers for freedom, though stran-

gers to them in blood and language.^

The king was more successful with some of the petty German princes. He entered into

a treaty with the Landgrave of Hesse-Cassel, the Duke of Brunswick, the Prince of Hesse,

and the Prince of Waldeck, for seventeen thousand men, to be employed in America. On
the 29th of February, 1776, Lord North moved " that these treaties be referred to the Com-
mittee of Supply." A most vehement debate ensued in the House of Commons. Ministers

pleaded necessity and economy as excuses for such a measure. " There was not time to, fill

the army with recruits, and hired soldiers would be cheaper in the end, for, after the war,

if native troops were employed, there would be nearly thirty battalions to,claim half pay."

Such were the ostensible reasons ; the real object was, doubtless, not so much economy, as

the fear that native troops, especially raw recruits, unused to the camp, might affiliate with
the insurgents. The opposition denounced the measure as not merely cruel toward the

Americans, but disgraceful to the English name ; that England was degrading herself by
applying to petty German princes for succors against her own subjects ; and that nothing

would so effectually bar the way for reconciliation with the colonists as this barbarous prep-

' This bill became a law, and under that clause General Howe, and his brother, Lord Howe, were ap-
pointed commissioners.

2 I can not forbear quoting the remarks of John Derk van der Chapelle, in the Assembly of the States of

Overysscl, against the proposition. '• Though not as principals, yet as auxiliaries our troops would be em-
ployed in suppressing (what some please to call) a rebellion in the American colonies ; for which purpose
I would rather see janisaries hired than troops from a free state. In what an odious light must this unnat-
ural civil war appear to all Europe—a war in which even savages (if credit can be given to newspaper in-

formation) refuse to engage. .More odious still would it appear for a people to take a part therein who
were themselves once slaves, bore that hateful name, but at last had spirit to fight themselves free. But,
above all, it must appear superlatively detestable to me, who think the Americans worthy of every man's
esteem, and look upon them as a brave people, defending, in a becoming, manly, and religious manner, those

rights which, as men, they derive from God, and not from the Legislature of Great Britain."
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aratiou to enslave them. It was also intimated that the soldiers to be hired would desert

as soon as they reached America ; for their countrymen were numerous in the colonies, were

all patriots, and would have great influence over them ;' that they would accept land,

sheathe their swords, and leave the English soldiers to do the work which their German
masters sent them to perform. On the other hand, ministers counted largely upon the valor

of their hirelings, many of whom were veterans, trained in the wars of Frederic the Great,

and that it would be only necessary for these blood-hounds to show themselves in America

to make the rebellious people lay down their arms and sue for pardon. The opposition, act-

uated by a sincere concern lor the fair fame of their country, pleaded earnestly against the

consummation of the bargain, and used every laudable endeavor to arrest the incipient ac-

tion. But opposition was of little avail ; North's motion for reference was carried by a ma-

jority of two hundred and forty-two to eighty-eight.

Another warm debate ensued when the committee reported on the 4th of March
;

and in the House of Lords the Duke of Richmond moved not only to countermand

the order for the mercenaries to proceed to America, but to cease hostilities altogether. The

Earl of Coventry maintained that an acknowledgment of the independence of the colonies

was preferable to a continuance of the war. " Look on the map of the globe," he said
;

" view Great Britain and North America ; compare their extent, consider the soil, rivers,

climate, and increasing population of the latter ; nothing but the most obstinate blindness

and partiality can engender a serious opinion that such a country will long continue under

subjection to this. The question is not, therefore, how we shall be able to realize a vain,

delusive scheme of dominion, but how we shall make it the interest of the Americans to con-

tinue faithful aUies and warm friends. Surely that can never be effected by fleets and ar-

mies. Instead of meditating conquest and exhausting our strength in an ineffectual struggle,

we should, wisely abandoning wild schemes of coercion, avail ourselves of the only substan-

tial benefit we can ever expect, the profits of an extensive commerce, and the strong support

of a firm and friendly alliance and compact for mutual defense and assistance."* This was

the language of wise and sagacious statesmanship— of just and honorable principles— of

wholesome and vigorous thought
;
yet it was denounced as treasonable in its tendency, and

encouraging to rebellion. The report recommending the ratification of the bargain was

adopted, and the disgraceful and cruel act was consummated. The Landgrave of Hesse-

Cassel agreed to furnish twelve thousand one hundred and four men ; the Duke of Bruns-

wick, four thousand and eighty-four ; the Prince of Hesse, six hundred and sixty-eight, and

the Prince of Waldeck, six hundred and seventy ; making in all seventeen thousand five

hundred and twenty-six soldiers, including the officers. Perceiving the stern necessity which

compelled the British government to negotiate with them, these dealers in fighting machines

drove a hard bargain with Lord George Germaine and Lord Barrington, making their price

in accordance with the principle of trade, where there is a small supply for a great demand.

They asked and received thirty-six dollars for each man, and in addition were to receive a

considerable subsidy. The whole amount paid by the British government was seven hund-

red and seventy-five thousand dollars I The British king also guarantied the dominions of

these princes against foreign attack. It was a capital bargain for the sellers ; for, while

they pocketed the enormous poll-price for their troops, they were released from the expense

of their maintenance, and felt secure in their absence. Early in the spring these mercena-

ries, with a considerable number of troops from England and Ireland, sailed forAmerica,

under convoy of a British fleet commanded by Admiral Lord Howe.^ The fierce German

* It was estimated that, when the Revolution broke out, there were about one hundred and fifty thousand

German emigrants in the American colonies, most of whom had taken sides with the patriots.

' ^ Cavendish's Debates.
^ Admiral Howe, who was a man of fine feelings, hesitated long before he would accept the command of

the fleet destined to sail against his fellow-subjects in America. In Parliament, a few days before he sailed,

he spoke with much warmth upon the horrors of civil war, and " declared that he knew no struggle so pain-

ful as that betv.'een a soldier's duties as an officer and a man.- If left to his own choice, he should decline

serving ; but if conimanded, it became his duty, and he should not refuse to obey." General Conway said
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warriors— fierce, because brutish, unlettered, and trained to bloodshed by the continental

butchers—were first let loose upon the patriots in the battle of Long Island,' and thence-

forth the Hessians bore a prominent part in many of the conflicts that ensued.

During the residue of the session of Parliament under consideration, American affairs oc-

cupied a good portion of the time of the Legislature, but nothing of great importance was

done. The Duke of Grafton made an unsuccessful attempt to have an address to the king

adopted, requesting that a proclamation might be issued to declare that if the colonists should,

within a reasonable time, show a willingness to treat with the commissioners, or present a

petition, hostilities should be suspended, and their petition be received and respected. He
assured the House that both France and Spain were arming ; and alarmed them by the as-

sertion that " two French gentlemen had been to America, had conferred with Washington

at his camp, and had since been to Philadelphia to confer with Congress.^ The duke's prop-

osition was negatived.

A very brief official announcement of the evacuation of Boston appeared in the London

Gazette of the 3d of May, 1776.^ Ministers endeavored to conceal full intelligence of the

transaction, and assumed a careless air, as if the occurrence were of no moment. But Col-

onel Barre would not allow them to rest quietly under the cloak of mystery, but moved in

the House of Commons for an address to his majesty, praying that copies of the dispatches

of General Howe and Admiral Shuldham might be laid before the House. There, and in

the House of Lords, the ministry were severely handled. Lord North declared that the

army was not compelled to abandon Boston, when he well knew to the contrary
; and Lord

George Germaine's explanation was weak and unsatisfactory. The thunders of Burke's elo-

quent denunciations were opened against the government, and he declared that " every meas-

ure which had been adopted or pursued was directed to impoverish England and to eman-

cipate America ; and though in twelve months nearly one thousand dollars a man had been

a war with our fellow-subjects in America differed very widely from a war with foreign nations, and that

before an officer drew his sword against his fellow-subjects he ought to examine well his conscience whether

the cause were just. Thurlow declared that such sentiments, if once established as a doctrine, must tend

to a dissolution of all governments.

—

Pictorial History of England, v., 248.

' I intended to defer a notice of these German troops (generally called Hessians, because the greater por-

tion came from Hesse and Hesse-Cassel) until the battle of Long Island should be under consideration
; but

the action relative to their employment occupies such a conspicuous place in the proceedings of the session

of Parliament, where the most decided hostile measures against America were adopted, that here seemed
the most appropriate place to notice the subject in detail.

^ Some time in the month of November, 1775, Congress was informed that a foreigner was in Philadel-

phia who was desirous of making to them a confidential communication. At first no notice was taken of

it, but the intimation having been several times repeated, a committee, consisting of John Jay, Dr. Franklin,

and Thomas Jefferson, was appointed to hear what he had to say. They agreed to meet him in a room in

Carpenters' Hall, and, at the time appointed, they found him there—an elderly, lame gentleman, and appar-

ently a wounded French officer. He told them that the Fi-ench king was greatly pleased with the exer-

tions for liberty which the Americans were making ; that he wished them success, and would, whenever it

should be necessary, manifest more openly his friendly sentiments toward them. The committee requested

to know his authority for giving these assurances. He answered only by drawing his hand across his throat,

and saying, "Gentlemen, I shall take care of my head." They then asked what demonstrations of friend-

ship they might expect from the King of France. '"Gentlemen," he answered, "if you want arms, you
shall have them ; if you want ammunition, you shall have it; if you want money, you shall have it." The
committee observed that these were important assurances, and again desired to know by what authority

they were made. "Gentlemen," said he, again drawing his hand across his throat, "I shall take care of

my head ;" and this was the only answer they could obtain from him. He was .seen in Philadelphia no

more.—See Life of John Jay, written by his son, William Jay.

^ The official announcement in the Gazette was as follows :
" General Howe, commander-in-chief of his

majesty's forces in North America, having taken a resolution on the 7th of March to remove from Boston

to Halifax with the troops under his command, and such of the inhabitants, with their effects, as were de-

sirous to continue under the protection of his majesty's forces
;
the embarkation was effected on the 17th of

the same month, with the greatest order and regularity, and without the least interruption from the rebels.

When the packet came away, the first division of transports was under sail, and the remainder were pre-

paring to follow in a few days, the admiral leaving behind as many men-of-war as could be spared from

the convoy for the security and protection of such vessels as might be bound to Boston."



OF THE REVOLUTION. 23

Royal Approval of Howe's Course. Opinions of the People. Position of the Colonies. Count Rumford. Fortifications.

spent for salt beef and sour-krout/ the troops could not have ren:iained ten days longer if the

heavens had not rained down manna and quails."

The majority voted down every proposition to elicit full information respecting operations

in America, and on the 23d of May his majesty, after expressing a hope "that his
^^^^

rebellious subjects would yet submit," prorogued Parliament.

The evacuation of Boston was approved by the king and his ministers, and on the day

when the announcement of the event was made in London, Lord George Germaine M^y 3_

wrote to Howe, deploring the miscarriage of the general's dispatches for the minis- ^'^^^•

ters,^ praising his prudence, and assuring him that his conduct had " given the fullest proofs

of his majesty's wisdom and discernment in the choice of so able and brave an officer to com-

mand his troops in America."

Thus ended the Siege of Boston, where the first decided triumph of American arms over

the finest troops of Great Britain was accomplished. The departure of Howe was regarded

in England as a flight ; the patriots viewed it as a victory for themselves. Confidence in

their strength to resist oppression was increased ten-fold by this event, and doubt of final and

absolute success was a stranger to their thoughts. " When the siege of Boston commenced,

the colonies were hesitating on the great measures of war ; were separated by local inter-

ests ; were jealous of each other's plans, and appeared on the field, each with its independent

army under its local colors. When the siege of Boston ended, the colonies had drawn the

sword and nearly cast away the scabbard. They had softened their jealousy of each other
;

they had united in a political association ; and the Union flag of thirteen stripes waved over

a Continental army."^

Few events of more importance than those at other large sea-port towns occurred at Bos-

ton after the flight of the British army. The Americans took good care to keep their for-

tifications in order, and a full complement of men to garrison them sufficiently.'' This fact

' A Dutch or German dish, made of cabbage.
^ It appears that Howe sent dispatches to England on the 23d of October, 1775, by the hands of Major

Thompson, and those were the last from him that reached the ministry before the army left Boston for Hal-

ifax. Major Thompson was afterward the celebrated philosopher, Count Rumford. He was a native of

Woburn, in Massachusetts, and was born on the 26th of March, 1753. He early evinced a taste for phi-

losophy and the mechanic arts, and obtained permission to attend the philosophical lectures of Professor

Winthrop at Cambridge. He afterward taught school at Rumford (now Concord), New Hampshire, where

he married a wealthy young widow. In consequence of his adhesion to the British cause, he left his family

in the autumn of 1775, went to England, and became a favorite of Lord George Germaine, who made him

under secretary in the Northern Department. Near the close of the Revolution he was sent to New York,

where he commanded a regiment of dragoons, and returning to England, the king kniorhted him. He be-

came acquainted with the minister of the Duke of Bavaria, who induced him to go to Munich, where he be-

came active in public affairs. The duke raised him to a hi<ih military rank, and made him a count of the

empire. He added to his title the place of his marriage, and became Count Rumford. He was in London

in 1800, and projected the Royal Institution of Great Britain. His wife, whom he abandoned, died in 1794

in New Hampshire. Count Rumford died August 20th, 1814, aged sixty-one years. His scientific dis-

coveries have made his name immortal. He bequeathed fifty thousand dollars to Harvard College.

^ Frothingham, page 334.
* With the exception of Dorchester, Bunker Hill, and Roxbury, I believe there are few traces of the for-

tifications of the Revolution that can be certainly identified ; and so much altered has been the fortress on

Castle Island that it exhibits but little of the features of 1776. Every year the difficulty of properly loca-

ting the several forts becomes greater, and therefore to preserve, in this \vork, a record of those landmarks

by which they may be identified, I condense from Silliman's Journal for 1822 an interesting article on the

subject which was communicated by J. Finch, Esq., with such references as later writers have made. A
recurrence to the map on page 566, vol. i., will assist the reader.

I. Breed's Hill and Bunker Hill.—These works were on the summits and slopes of the hills, looking

toward Boston. Bunker Hill Monument now stands upon the spot where Prescott's redoubt was thrown up.

II. Plowed Hill.—This fort was upon the summit of the eminence, commanding the Mystic River and

the Penny Ferry. It was in a direct line from Charlestown Neck to Winter Hill, further northward.

III. Cobble or Baerell's Hill.—In consequence of its strength, the fort on this hill was called Put-

nam's impregnable fortress. This was on the north side of Willis's Creek, in full view of Bunker and

Breed's Hills, and commanding the whole western portion of the peninsula of Charlestown.

IV. Lechmere's Point was strongly fortified at a spot one hundred yards from West Boston Bridge.
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seemed to be well known to the enemy; for while Newport and the places adjacent suffered

from the naval operations of British vessels, Boston Harbor was shunned by them. Some

There was a causeway across the marsh, and a line of works along Willis's Creek to connect with those on

Cobble Hill.

v. Winter Hill.—The works at this point, commanding the Mystic and the country northward from

Charlestown, were more extensive than any other American fortification around Boston. There rested the

right wing of the army under General Lee, at the time of the siege of Boston. There was a redoubt near,

upon the Ten Hill Farm, that commanded the Mystic ;
and between Winter and Prospect Hills was a re-

doubt, where a quarry was opened about the year 1819. This was called While House Redoubt, in the

rear of which, at a farm-house, Lee had his quarters.

VI. Prospect Hill has two eminences, both of which were strongly fortified, and connected by a ram-

part and fosse, or ditch. These forts were destroyed in 1817. There is an extensive view from this hill.

VII. The Cambridge Lines, situated upon Butler's Hill, consisted of six regular forts connected by a

strong intrenchment. These were in a state of excellent preservation when Mr. Finch wrote. The Seeond

Line of Defense might then be traced on the College Green at Cambridge.

VIII. A SEMICIRCULAR Battery, with three embrasures, was situated on the northern shore of Charles

River, near its entrance into the bay. It was rather above the level of the marsh.

IX. Brookline Fort, on Sewall's Point, was very extensive. The ramparts and irregular bastion, which

commanded Charles River, were very strong. The fort was nearly quadrangular.

X. There was a battery on the southern shore of Muddy River, with three embrasures. Westward of

this position was a redoubt ; and between Stony Brook and Roxbury were three others.

XI. Roxbury.—There were strong fortifications at this point, erected upon eminences which command-

ed Boston Neck, sometimes called Roxbury Neck. About three quarters of a mile in advance of these

redoubts were The Roxbury Lines, situated north-

ward of the town. There were two lines of intrench-

ments, which extended quite across the peninsula
;

and the ditch, filled at high water, made Boston an

island. The works thrown up by Gage when he for-

tified Boston Neck were near the present Dover Street.

Upon a higher emi-

#^ *A,i{[ f i^ ' '"*«'i nence, in the rear of

l|l^^«* > '•***^
the Roxbury lines (at

l^'fif.^ present [1850] west
3

^^j
of Highland Street,

on land owned by the

Honorable B. F. Cope-

land), was Roxbury Fort," a strong quadrangular

work, with bastions at each angle. The magazine

appears to have been on the southwest side, near which was a covered way
and sally-port. I have nowhere seen a fortification of the Revolution so well

preserved as this, except the old quadrangular fort or eastle at Chambly, on

the Sorel ; and it is to be hoped that patriotic reverence will .so consecrate

the ground on which this relic lies, that unhallowed gain may never lay upon

the old ramparts the hand of demolition.

The history of the construction of Roxbury Fort is somewhat obscure. It is known to have been the

first regular work erected by the Americans when they nearly circumvallated Boston. Tradition avers,

that when the Rhode Island "Army of Observation," which hastened toward Boston, under Greene, after

the skirmishes at Lexington and Concord, encamped at Jamaica Plains, a detachment was sent forward and

commenced this redoubt at Roxbury. General Ward, who, by common consent, was captain-general of the

accumulating forces, ordered them to desist, as he was about to commence a regular line of fortifications

under the direction of Gridley. The Rhode Islanders, acknowledging no authority but their own Provincial

Assembly, proceeded in their work ; and when Washington took command of the army, he regarded this

fort as the iDCst and most eligibly located of all the works then in course of construction. During the siege

>%H>^

Gkound Plan of the Foht.'

1 Tliis view is from tlie southwest angle of the fort. In the foreground a portion of the ramparts is seen. These are now
overgrown, in part, with shrubbery. On the right is seen the house of Mr. Benjamin Perkins, on Highland Street, and extending

across the picture, to the left, is the side of the fort toward Boston, exhibiting prominent traces of the embrasures for the can-

nons. It was a foggy day in autumn when I visited the fort, in company with Frederic Kidder, Esq., of Boston, to whose court-

esy and antiquarian taste I am indebted for the knowledge of the existence of this well-preserved fortification. No distant view
could be procured, and I was obliged to be content with the above sketch, made in the intervals of " sun and shower." The'

bald rocks on which the fort stands are huge bowlders of pudding-stone, and upon three sides these form natural revetments,

which would be difficult for an enemy to scale. The embankments are from eight to fifteen feet in height, and within, the

terre-plein, on which the soldiers and cannons were placed, is quite perfect.

2 See map on page 5fi6, vol. i.

3 This is a ground plan of the fort as it now appears. A is the parade ; B, the magazine ; C, the sally-port ; D, the side toward
Boston.
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The " Convention Troops." Their Parole of Honor. Picture of the Captives. Burgoyne in Boston.

of the Tories who went with Howe to Halifax returned, and cast themselves upon the clem-

ency of the new government. Those who possessed influence that might be dangerous were

immediately arrested and thrown into prison, where they were confined for several months,

until satisfactory arrangements were made for their release.

Boston was the place whither the captured troops of Burgoyne were sent in 1777, to

embark for England on parole.' They entered Cambridge on the 7th of November,

dui'ing the prevalence of a severe northeast storm. A graphic description of the ap-

pearance of the Hessians is given in a letter from Mrs. Winthrop to Mrs. Warren, printed

on page 82. Speaking of the British portion of the captive army, the same writer says :

" Their baggage-wagons were drawn by poor half-starved horses ; but to bring up the rear

was a noble-looking guard of American, brawny, victorious yeomanry, who assisted in bring-

ing these sons of slavery to terms. Some of our wagons, drawn by fat oxen, driven by joy-

ous-looking Yankees, closed the cavalcade. The generals and other officers went to Brad-

ish's, where they quarter at present. The privates trudged through thick and thin to the

hills, where we thought they were to be confined ; but what was our surprise when, in the

morning, we beheld an inundation of these disagreeable objects filling our streets." These

captive troops were quartered in some of the best private houses, and the students of Har-

vard College M'ere dismissed to make room for these foreign soldiers. Alluding to this fact,

Mrs. Winthrop writes, " Is there not a degree of unkindness in loading poor Cambridge,

almost ruined before this great a'rmy seemed to be let loose upon us ?^ Surprising

that our general [Gates], or any of our colonels, should insist on the first university in Amer-

ica being disbanded for their genteel accommodation, and we, poor oppressed people, seek an

asylum in the woods against a piercing winter General Burgoyne dined on Sunday

in Boston with General . He rode through the town properly attended, down Court

Street and through the Main Street, and on his return walked to Charlestown ferry, followed

by as great a number of spectators as ever attended a pope." There must have been a

great contrast between the feelings of Burgoyne at that time and when he walked the same

streets two years before, a general covered with fresh laurels won upon the Spanish Penin-

sula.^ The captive army were sent to Charlottesville, in Virginia, at the beginning of 1779.

of Boston, RoxBURY Fort was considered superior to all others for its strength and its power to annoy the

eneni}'.

XII. Dorchester Heights.—The ancient fortifications there are coveredby the remains of those erected

in 1812, and have little interest except as showing the locality of the forts of the Revolution.

XIII. At Nook's Hill, near South Boston Bridge, the last breast-work was thrown up by the Americans

before the flight of the British. It was the menacing appearance of this suddenly-erected fort that caused

Howe to hasten his departure. The engineers employed in the construction of these works were Colonel

Richard Gridley, chief; Lieutenant-colonel Rufus Putnam, Captain Josiah Waters, Captain Baldwin, of

Brookfield, and Captain Henry (afterward' general) Knox, assistants. These were the principal works

erected and occupied by the Americans at Boston. When Mr. Finch wrote in 1822, many of these were

well preserved, and he expressed a patriotic desire that they should remain so. But they are gone, and art

has covered up the relics that were left. But it is not yet too late to carry out a portion of his recommend-

ation, by which to preserve the identity of some of the localities. "The laurel, planted on the spot where

Warren fell, would be an emblem of unfading honor; the white birch and pine might adorn Prospect Hill

;

at Roxbury, the cedar and the oak might yet retain their eminence ; and upon the heights of Dorchester we
would plant the laurel, and the finest trees which adorn the forest, because there was achieved a glorious

victory, without the sacrifice of life !"

' I have before me the original paroles of honor, signed by all the surviving officers of Burgoyne's cap-

tured army. They are the property of J. Wingate Thornton, Esq., of Boston, who kindly placed them in

my hands for use. The paroles are dated at Cambridge, December 13th, 1777. One is signed by 185

English ofl^cei-s, headed by Burgoyne ; the other by 95 German ofl^icers, headed by Riedesel, the Bruns-

wick general.

* This .sudden influx menaced the country about Boston with famine, for the five thousand prisoners of war

had to be fed. Every article rapidly rose in price ; wood was sold at twenty-seven and a half dollars a cord.

' When Bursroyne left Boston for England, General Phillips was left in chief command of the captive

troops, quartered on Prospect Hill. He was a conceited, irritable person, and often his haughty pride made

him forget the relation in which he stood to the victorious Americans, whom he had been taught to despise.

On one occasion, one of his oflTicers was returning from Boston, with two females, to the British camp, and

refused to answer the challenge of the sentinel. He was shot dead, and the act was justified by the rales

II. c
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Expedition against Penobscot. Its Failure. General Phillips. General Wadsworth. Close of the Chronicles of Boston.

In July, 1 779, the State of Massachusetts fitted out an expedition at Boston to go against

the British troops at Penobscot, a small town on the east side of Penobscot River in Maine.

The enemy were estimated to be one thousand strong. Fifteen hundred men were ordered

to be raised for the expedition, but only about nine hundred were actually employed, and

some of these were pressed into the service. Some were conveyed thither by a fleet, con-

sisting of several sloops of war, carrying from sixteen to twenty-eight guns, one of thirty-two

guns, seven armed brigs, and twenty-four other vessels, which served as transports. Other

portions of the militia marched h-pm the lower counties of Maine. Commodore Salstonstall

commanded the fleet, and Generals Lovell and Wadsworth led the land forces. A disagree-

ment arose between the commanders of the fleet and army, which greatly weakened the

power of the expedition It was agreed, however, to attack the enemy. The American

land force debarked, and rushed to the assault of the fort up a steep declivity, in the face of

a storm of shot from the enemy. The marines did not come to their support, and a large

naval re-enforcement for the British arriving at that moment, the assailants were repulsed

and forced to abandon the expedition. The Americans destroyed many of their vessels to

prevent them from falling into the hands of the enemy, and in scattered detachments, the

troops, marines, and sailors, made their way back to their homes, suffering great hardships

in their route through the almost unbroken wilderness. It was a most unfortunate affair.

The General Court of Massachusetts instituted an inquiry, which resulted in censuring the

naval commander, and commending Lovell and Wadsworth.'

Here let us close the chronicles of Boston. Henceforth we shall only refer to them inci-

dentally, as the elucidation of prominent events elsewhere shall make this necessary. We
have seen the discontents of the colonies ripen into open rebellion in this hot-bed of patriot-

ism ; we have seen a Continental army organized, disciplined, and prepared for action, and

those yeomanry and artisans, drawn from the fields and workshops, piling, with seeming

Titan strength, huge fortifications around a well-disciplined British army, and expelling it

from one of the most advantageous positions on the continent. Let us now proceed to places

where other scenes in the great drama were enacted.

of war. General Phillips was greatly enraged, and vnote the following impudent letter to General Heath,

the commanding officer :

" Cambridge, June 17, 1778.

" Murder and death have at length taken place. An officer, riding out from the barracks on Prospect

Hill, has been shot by an American sentinel. I leave the horrors of that bloody disposition, which has joined

itself to rebellion in these colonies, to the feelings of all Europe. I do not ask for justice, for I believe every

principle of it has fled from this province. I demand liberty to send an officer to General Sir Henry Clin-

ton, by way of the head-quarters of General Washington. Wm. Phillips, Major General.''''

This was strange language for a prisoner of war to use toward his keeper ! Before the insulting note

had been received by Heath, the sentry had been put under guard to await the decision of a jury of inquest.

Heath had also written a polite note to Phillips, informing him of the fact. As I have observed before, the

haughty insolence of the British functionaries, civil and military, toward the Americans, did more to engen-

der hatred and foster the rebellion than any other single cause. Phillips's conduct is a fair picture, among

many others, of the haughty bearing of the Britons in authority. I have before me an autograph letter to

General Heath, written at about the same time, by Lieutenant Kingston, Burgoyne's deputy adjutant gen-

eral. It is marked by flippant insolence, although a little more polite than Phillips's letter.

' Peleg Wadsworth was a native of Massachusetts, and graduated at Harvard College in 1769. After

his unsuccessful attempt against the British fort at Penobscot in 1779, where his bravery was acknowledged,

he was sent to command in the district of Maine, whither he took his family. In February, 1781, a party

of the enemy captured him in his own house, and conveyed him to the British quarters at Bagaduce or Cas-

tin. In company with Major Burton, he effected his escape from the fort in June, crossed the Penobscot in

a canoe, and traveled through the wilderness to his home. Of his capture, sufferings, and escape, Dr.

Dwif^ht has given a long and interesting account in the second volume of liiis Travels in New England. For

many years Wadsworth was a member of Congress from Cumberland district. He died at Hiram, in Maine,

in November, 1829, aged eighty years. His son. Lieutenant Henry Wadsworth, was blown up in a fire-

ship in the harbor at Tripoli in September, 1804. iUcn^s American Biography.
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Departure from Boston. Scenery on the Route. Cochituate. The Quinebaug. Tradition of Mashapaug.

CHAPTER II.

" Day wanes ; 'tis autumn's eventide again
;

And, sinking on the blue hill's breast, the sun

Spreads the large bounty of his level blaze,

Lengthening the shades of mountains and tall trees,

And throwing blacker shadows o'er the sheet

Of the dark stream, in whose unruffled tide

Waver the bank-shrub and the graceful elm,

As the gray branches and their trembling leaves

Catch tiie soft whispers of the evening air."

George Lunt.

upon.

T was in the afternoon of a warm, bright day in October, that I left

Boston for Norwich and New London, upon the Thames, in Connecticut,

where I purposed to pass two or three days in visiting the interesting lo-

cahties in their respective neighborhoods. I journeyed upon the great

Western rail-way from Boston to Worcester, forty-four miles westward,

where the Norwich road branches off' in the direction of Long Island

Sound, and courses down the beautiful valleys of the French and Quine-

baug Rivers. Every rood of the way is agreeably diversified. Hill and

mountain, lake and streamlet, farm-house and village, charmed the eye

with a kaleidoscope variety as our train thundered over the road at the

rate of thirty miles an hour. Yet memory can fix upon only a few prom-

inent points, and these appear to make the sum of all which the eye gazed

Thus I remember the sweet Lake Cochituate, whose clear waters now bless the city

of Boston with limpid streams. I remember it stretching away north from the rail-way,

pierced with many green headlands, and rippled by the wings of waterfowl. Thus, too, I

remember the beautiful little Mashapaug,' lying in a bowl of the wooded hills of Killingly,

sparkling in the slant rays of the evening sun as we swept by and became lost among the

rugged heights and dark forests at twilight.

The Quinebaug is dotted with pretty factory villages at almost every rift in its course ;

and, as we halted a moment at the stations, the serried lights of the mills, and the merry

laughter of troops of girls just released from labor, joyous as children bursting from school,

agreeably broke the monotony of an evening ride in a close car. We reached the Shetucket

Valley at about half past seven o'clock, and at eight I was pleasantly housed at the Mer-

' This sheet of water is now known by the unpoetical name of Alexander's Lake, from the circiimstanee

that a Scotchman, named Neil Alexander, settled there, and owned all the lands in the vicinity in the year

1720. The Indians, who called it Mashapaug, had a curious tradition respecting the origin of the lake. I

quote from Barber's Historical Collections of Connecticut, p. 431 : "In ancient times, when the red men of

this quarter had long enjoyed prosperity, that is, when they had found plenty of game in the woods and fish

in the ponds and rivers, they at length fixed the time for a general poivwow—a sort of festival for eatmg,

drinking, smoking, singing, and dancing. The spot chosen for this purpose was a sandy hill, or mountain,

coverecTwith tall^pines, occupying the situation where the lake now lies. The powwow lasted four days m
succession, and wag to continue longer, had not the Great Spirit, enraged at the licentiousness that prevailed

there, resolved to punish them. Accordingly, while the red people, in immense numbers, were capering

about on the summit of the mountain, it suddenly gave way beneath them and sunk to a great depth, when

the waters from below rushed up and covered them all, except one good old sqiiaiv, who occupied the peak

which now bears the name of Loon's Island. Whether the tradition is entitled to credit or not, we will do

it justice by affirming that in a clear day, when there is no wind, and the surface of the lake is smooth, the

huge trunks and leafless branches of gigantic pines may be occasionally seen in the deepest part of the wa-

ter, some of them reaching almost to the surface, in such huge and fantastic forms as to cause the beholder

to startle !"
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Arrival at Norwich. A literary Friend. Indian History of Norwich. Uncas and MiantonomplK

chants' Hotel in Norwich, a city beautifully situated at the confluence of the Yantic and

Shetucket Rivers, whose wedded waters here fornn the broad and navigable Thames.

Early in the morning I started in search of celebrities, and had the good fortune to meet

with Edwin Williams, Esq., the widely-known author of the " Statesman's Manual" and

other standard works. Norwich is his birth-place, and was his residence during his youth,

and he is as familiar with its history and topography as a husbandman is with that of his

farm. With such a guide, accompanied by his intelligent little son, an earnest delver among

the whys and wherefores in the mine of knowledge, I anticipated a delightful journey of a

day. Nor was I disappointed ; and the pleasures and profit of that day's ramble form one

of the brightest points in my interesting tour. I procured a span of horses and a barouche

to convey us to Lebanon, twelve miles northward, the residence of Jonathan Trumbull, the

patriot governor of Connecticut during the Pvevolution. While the hostler is harnessing our

team, let us open the chronicles of Norwich and see what history has recorded there.

Like that of all the ancient New England towns, the Indian history of Norwich, com-

mencing with the advent of the English in that neighborhood about 1643, is full of romance,

and woos the pen to depict it ; but its relation to ray subject is only incidental, and I must

pass it by with brief mention.

Norwich is in the midst of the ancient Mohegan country, and Mohegan was its Indian

name. Uncas was the chief of the tribe when the English first settled at Hartford, and

built a fort at Saybrook, at the mouth of the Connecticut River. He formed a treaty of

amity with the whites ; and so fair were his broad acres upon the head waters of the Pequot

River, now the Thames, that the sin of covetousness soon pervaded the hearts of the Puritan

settlers. Wawekus Hill, now in the center of Norwich, was a famous observatory for his

warriors, for eastward of them were the powerful Narragansets, sworn enemies of the Mo-

hegans, and governed by the brave Miantonomoh, also a friend of the white men. In the

spring of 1643 the flame of war was lighted between these powerful tribes, and Miantono-

moh led his warriors to an invasion of the Mohegan country. His plans were secretly laid,

and he hoped to take Uncas by surprise. For this purpose six hundred of his bravest war-

riors were led stealthily, by night marches, toward the head waters of the Pequot. At

dawn, one morning, they were discovered at the Shetucket Fords, near the mouth of the

Quinebaug, by some of the vigilant Mohegan scouts upon the Wawekus. From the rocky

nooks near the falls of the Yautic, a canoe, bearing a messenger with the intelligence, shot

down the Thames to Shantock Point, where Uncas was strongly fortified. With three or

four hundred of his best warriors he marched to meet Miantonomoh. They confronted at

the Great Plains, a mile and a half below Norwich, on the west side of the Thames. A
fierce conflict ensued. The advantage gained by Uncas by strategy' was maintained, and

the Narragansets were put to flight, closely pursued by the Mohegans. Through tangled

woods and over rocky ledges, across the Yantic, and over the high plain of Norwich toward

the Shetucket Fords, the pursued and pursuers swept like a blast. Two swift-footed Mo-

hegans pursued Miantonomoh with unwearied pertinacity, and finally outstripped him, he

being encumbered with a heavy corselet. They impeded his progress, but did not attempt

to seize him, that honor being reserved for their chief As soon as Uncas touched Mianto-

nomoh, the latter halted and sat down in silence. He was conducted in triumph to Shan-

tock, where Uncas treated him with generous kindness and respect. The conflict had been

brief, but thirty of the Narragansets were slain. Among the prisoners were a brother of

the captive king, and two sons of Canonicus, his uncle.

Uncas, probably fearing that the Narragansets would make an attempt to recapture their

' When Uncas saw the superior number of Miantonomoh's warriors, he sent a messenger to that chief

to say, in the name of Uncas, " Let us two fight single-handed. If you kill me, my men shall be yours ; if

I kill you, vour men shall be mine." Miantonomoh, suspecting treachery, disdainfully rejected the propo-

sition. Uncas then fell on his face, a signal previously agreed upon with his warriors, who, with bent bows,

rushed upon the Narragansets, who were carelessly awaiting the result of the conference, and thus put them
to flight.
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Surrender of Miantonomoh to the EngliBh. Unjust Decision. Murder of Miantonomoh. Settlement of New London.

chief, sent him to Hartford, and surrendered him into the custody of the English, agreeinjr

to be governed in his future conduct toward his prisoner by their advice. Miantondmoh

was imprisoned until September, when the commissioners of the United Colonies, at their

meeting in Boston, after debating the question whether it would be lawful to take the life

of Miantonomoh, referred his case to an ecclesiastical tribunal, composed of five of the prin-

cipal ministers of the colonies. Their decision was in favor of handing him over to Uncas

for execution, tvithout torture, within the dominions of that sachem. Delighted with the

verdict of his Christian allies, the equally savage Mohegan, with a few trusty followers, con-

ducted Miantonomoh to the spot where he was captured, and, while marching unsuspicious

of present danger, a brother of Uncas, at a sign from that chief, buried his hatchet in the

head of the royal prisoner. Uncas cut a piece of flesh from the shoulder of the slain cap

tive and ate it, saying, " It is very sweet ; it makes my heart strong." Satisfied revenge

made it sweet ; and no doubt his heart felt stronger when he saw his powerful enemy lying

dead at his feet. The whole transaction was base treachery and ingratitude. Miantond-

moh had been the firm friend of the whites on Pvhode Island, and his sentence was a fla-

grant offense against the principles of common justice and Christianity. He was buried

where he was slain, and from these circumstances the place has since been called the Sa-

chem's Plain.'

The Narragansets, burning with revenge, and led by Pessacus, a brother of Miantono-

moh, invaded the Mohegan country in the spring of 1645. Plantations were laid waste,

and Uncas, with his principal warriors, was driven into his strong fortress at Shantock.

There he was closely besieged, but found means to send a messenger to Captain Mason, the

destroyer of the Pequots, then commanding the fort at Saybrook. As in duty bound, that

officer sent succor to his ally, not in men, for they were not needed, but in provisions.

Thomas Leffingwell, a young man of undaunted courage, paddled a canoe up the Pequot at

night, laden with many hundred weight of beef, corn, pease, &c., and deposited them safely

within the fort at Shantock. This timely relief was made known to the besiegers by hoist-

ing a piece of beef upon a pole above the ramparts of the fort. Unable

to break down the fortress, the Narragansets raised the siege and returned

to their own country. This invasion was repeated, and with almost fatal

effect to Uncas. The English saved him, and, finally, after nearly twenty

years of strife, the hatchet was buried between these tribes.

It was in the midst of these hostilities that the younger Winthrop and

others commenced a settlement at Pequot Harbor, now New Lon-
^^^^'

don ; and in 1659 Uncas and his two sons signed a deed at Say-

brook, conveying a tract of land, " lying at the head of the Great River,"

nine miles square, to Thomas Leffingwell and others, for a value consid-

eration of about three hundred and fifty dollars. Leffingwell had thirty- —/^.-.-TyS.

five associates, and there Ibunded the city of Norwich, at the head of the
his mark.

plain now known as the old toivn, or up toivn. It is not my province to signatures of ijncas

trace the progress of settlement, but simply to note the prominent points ^^^ ™^ *°'*'^"

1 The spot where Miantonomoh was buried is a little northward of the village of Greenville, on the west

bank of the Shetucket, and about a mile and a half from Norwich. A pile of stones was placed upon his

grave, and for many years a portion of his tribe came, in the season of flowers, and mourned over his re-

mains', each one adding a stone to the tumulus. At length their visits ceased, and the voice of tradition

being seldom heard at that isolated spot, the proprietor of the land, ignorant of the fact that the pde of

stones was sepulchral and sacred to patriotism, used them in the construction of the foundation of a barn.

On the 4th of July, 1841, the people of Greenville celebrated, by a festival, the erection of a monument to

Miantonomoh, on'thc spot where he was slain. It is a block of granite eight feet high, and about five feet

square at the base, bearing the inscription

Miantonomoh.
1643.

I did not visit the spot, but, from description, I think the initial letter I, at the beginning of this chapter,

is a fair representation of it.

* Owaneko was a bold warrior in his youth, and was distinguished in King Philip's War. In maturity.
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Uncas's Monument.^

in the colonial history of a people who were among the earliest and most ardent supporters

of the Revolution.'

It was a charming spot where the Puritan settlers founded the city of Norwich, a

name given to it in honor of the English birth-place of some of them. " Birds and

animals of almost every species belonging to the climate were numerous to an uncommon

degree ; and the hissing of snakes, as well as the howling of wolves and bears must soon

have become familiar to their ears. To complete the view,

it may be added, that the streams swarmed with fish and wild

fowl ; in the brooks and meadows were found the beaver and

the otter, and through the whole scene stalked at intervals

the Indian and the deer.'"' The planting of this settlement

greatly pleased Uncas, but irritated the Narragansets ; the

former regarding it with pleasure, as the latter did with anger,

as a barrier to the meditated invasions of the Mohegan country

by the tribe of Miantonomoh. Uncas remained a firm friend

to the whites until his death, which occurred soon after the

close of King Philip's War, probably in 1683. He died at

Mohegan (Norwich), and was interred in the burial-ground of

his family, situated upon the high plain just above the falls of

the Yantic. The royal cemetery has been inclosed, and a

granite monument erected therein to the memory of the cele-

brated sachem.

November 1,
^hc first male white child born in Norwich was

1660. '

Christopher Huntington, afterward recorder of the town. The name of Hunt-

ington is intimately connected with the whole history of that settlement, and is prominent

in our revolutionary annals. Several of that name were engaged in the army, and one,

Samuel Huntington, was President of Congress. Indeed, the whole population seemed to be

thoroughly imbued with the spirit of freedom, and from the Stamp Act era until the

close of the war for independence, almost every patriotic measure adopted was an act

of the town, not of impromptu assemblages of the friends of liberty or of committees.^ Like

having lost the stimulus of war, " he used to wander about with his blanket, metonep, and sandals, his gun,

and his squaw," says Miss Caulkins, "to beg in the neighboring towns, quartering himself in the kitchens

and outhouses of his white friends, and presenting to strangers, or those who could not well understand his

imperfect English, a brief, which had been written for him by Mr. Richard Bushnell. It was as follows :

"
' Oneco king, his queen doth bring

To beg a little food ;

As they go along their friends among
To try how kind, how good.

Some pork, some beef, for their relief;

And if you can't spare bread,

She'll thank you for your pudding, as they go a gooding,

And carry it on her head.' "

' The reader is referred to a well-written volume of 360 pages, A History of Norwich, Connecticut,from
its Settlement in 1660, to January, 1845 : by Miss F. M. Caulkins. It is carefully compiled from the town

records, old newspapers, and well-authenticated traditions, many of the latter being derived from then living

witnesses of the .scenes of the Revolution. I am indebted to this valuable little work for much interesting

matter connected with Norwich. * Miss Caulkins, page 40.

* This monument is on the south side of Prospect Street, and stands within a shaded inclosure surrounded

by a hedge of prim, upon the estate of Judge Goddard. The obelisk is a single block of granite, and, with the

pedestal, is about twenty feet high. The monument was erected by the citizens of Norwich. The founda-

tion-stone was laid by President Jackson, while visiting Norwich during his Eastern tour in 1832. Several

small tomb-stones of those of the royal line of Uncas are within the inclosure. The name has now become

extinct, the last Uncas having been buried there about the beginning of the present century. A descendant

of Uncas, named Mazeon, was buried there in 1827, on which occasion the wife of Judge Goddard (he being

absent) invited the remnant of the Mohegan tribe, then numbering about sixty, to partake of a cold collation.

• On the 7th of April, 1765, on the receipt of intelligence of the passage of the Stamp Act, the people, in

town-meeting assembled, voted unanimously " that the town clerk shall proceed in his office as usual, and

the town will save him harmless from all damage that he may sustain thereby."
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Norwich Liberty Tree. Celebration under it. Honors to John Wilkes. Patriotic Town Meeting. Benevolence of tbe People.

those of Boston, the people of Norwich had their Liberty Tree, under which pubHc meetings

were held in opposition to the Stamp Act. It was brought from the forest, and erected in

the center of the open plain. IngersoU, the stamp distributor for Connecticut, was burned

in etfigy upon the high hill overlooking the plain, just above the site of the old meeting-

house. The repeal of the Stamp Act was celebrated, on the first anniversary of the event,

on the 18th of March, 1767, with great festivity, under Liberty Tree, which was decked

with standards and appropriate devices, and crowned with a Phrygian cap. A tent, or

booth, was erected under it, called a pavilion. Here, almost daily, people assembled to hear

news and encourage each other in the determination to resist every kind of oppression.'

The inhabitants of Norwich entered heartily into the scheme of non-importation from

Great Britain. The pledge was generally signed, and almost all were strictly faithful. On
the 7th of June, 1768, an entei'tainment was given at Peck's tavern,^ to celebrate the elec-

tion of John Wilkes to a seat in Parliament. Every thing was arranged in excellent taste.

All the table furniture, such as plates, bowls, tureens, tumblers, and napkins, were marked
"45," the number of the NortJi Briton, Wilkes's paper, that drew down upon his head the

ire of the British government, and, consequently, as a persecuted 'patriot, obtained for him

a seat in the House of Commons. The Tree of Liberty was decorated with new banners^

and devices, among which was a flag inscribed "No. 45, Wilkes and Liberty." Another

celebration was held there in September, avowedly to ridicule the commissioners of customs

at Boston ; and in various ways the people manifested their defiance of British power, where

it wielded instruments of oppression. The margins of their public records, for a series of

years, were emblazoned with the words Liberty I Liberty I Liberty I Every man was

a self-constituted member of the committee of vigilance, and none could drink tea, or use

other proscribed articles with impunity. Some who ofTended were forced publicly to recant.

The conduct of such persons M^as under the special inspection of the Sons of Liberty, of whom
Captain Joseph Trumbull, a younger son of Governor Trumbull, was one of the most active.

On the Gth of June, 1774, a town meeting was held in Norwich, to take into considera-

tion "the melancholy state of affairs." Honorable Jabez Huntington was chosen modera-

tor ; a series of resolutions, drawn up by Captain Trumbull and Samuel Huntington, were

adopted,^ and a standing committee of correspondence, composed of some of the leading pa-

triots of the town, was appointed.* The people of Boston, in their distress, consequent upon

the closing of the port,^ received substantial testimonies of the sympathy of those of " june 1.

Norwich;^ and when the rumor which went abroad that the British soldiers were massa-

cring the people of Boston, reached Norwich, a multitude gathered around the September:),

Liberty Tree, and the next morning (Sunday) four hundred and sixty-four men, ^^^*-

' Miss Canlkins. page 208.

2 This building, though somewhiit altered, is yet standing on one side of the jjrecn in the upper town, not

far from the court-house. Belah Peek, Esq., son of the proprietor of the house at that time, and then a hall-

grown boy, was yet living. I met him upon the road, when returning from Lebanon, sitting in his wagon

as erect as most men at seventy. He died toward the close of 1850, in the ninety-fifth year of his age.
•* One of these resolutions, looking favorably to a general Congress, was as follows :

" That we will, to the

utmost of our abilities, assert and defend the liberties and immunities of British America ; and that we will

co-operate with our other brethren, in this and the other colonies, in such reasonable measures as shall, in

general Congress or otherwise, be judged most proper to release us from burdens we now feel, and secure

us from greater evils we fear will follow from the principles adopted by the British Parliament respecting

the town of Boston." This was one of the earliest movements in the colonies favorable to a general

Congress.
* The committee consisted of Captain Jedediah Huntington. C. Leffingwell, Dr. Theophilus Rogers, Cap-

tain William Hubbard, and Captain Joseph Trumbull. Captain Huntington was afterward aid to General

Washington, and brigadier general in the Continental army. Captain Trumbull was made a commissary

in the army.
* The inhabitants of Norwich sent cash, wheat, corn, and a flock of three hundred and ninety sheep, for

the relief of the suffering poor of Boston. This liberality was greatly applauded in the public prints ot the

day. A further instance of the liberal devotion of the people of Norwich to the cause may be mentioned.

The Connecticut Gazette for January, 1778, published at New London, says, "On the last Sabbath of De-

cember, 1777, a contribution was taken up in the several parishes of Norwich for the benefit of the officers
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March of Militia to Boston. General Huntington. The French OfiScers. Benjamin Huntington;

Rksidence of Genekal Huntingto.v.'-'

a large proportion of them well mounted, started for the oppressed city, under Major John

Durkee. The report proved to be false ; but the following year, when the skirmish at Lex-

ington inflamed all Anglo-America, a large proportion of these same men hastened to Cam-
bridge, and Durkee and others were in the battle of Bunker Hill.' A company of one hund-

red choice men, raised by Durkee in Norwich, marched thither under Lieutenant Joshua

Huntington, and were annexed to Putnam's brigade.

In the spring of 1776, the Continental army that left Boston for New York after the

British evacuation of the former place, passed

through Norwich to embark for New London.

There General Washington met Governor

Trumbull by appointment, and both dined to-

gether at the table of Colonel Jedediah Hunt-

ington. The dwelling of that active patriot,

pictured in the engraAang, is well preserved in

its original character. It is in the present

possession of his nieces, the daughters of Col-

onel Ebenezer Huntington. Its roof at difliir-

ent times sheltered several of the foreign offi-

cers—La Fayette, Steuben, Pulaski, the Duke

de Lauzun, and the Marquis de Chastellux.

While Lauzun's legion was cantoned at Leb-

anon, in the winter of 1780—81, General Huntington invited that nobleman and his officers

to a banquet at his house. The noble and brilliant appearance of these men when they

rode into the town attracted great attention. After the dinner was over, the whole party went

into the yard, now adorned with flowering shrubs, and gave three loud huzzas for liberty I

Our vehicle is at the door ; let us take the reins and depart for Lebanon.

Before leaving Norwich, we called upon Jonathan G. W. Trumbull, Esq., a grandson of

the patriot governor of that name, who kindly furnished us with a letter of introduction to

•'the oldest inhabitant" of Lebanon, Captain Hubbard Dutton. Mr. Trumbull is a lineal

descendant, thi'ough his grandmother, of the Reverend John Robinson, the Puritan divine

whose flock were the Pilgrim Fathers. Among other relics, Mr. Trumbull showed us a

and soldiers who belonged to said town, when they collected 386 pairs of stockings, 227 pairs of shoes, 118
shirts, 78 jackets, 48 pairs of overalls, 208 pairs of mittens, 11 buff caps, 15 pairs of breeches, 9 coats, 22
rifle frocks, 19 handkerchiefs, and c£258 17s. 8d. [about S>1295], which was forwarded to the army. Also

collected a quantity of pork, cheese, wheat, rye, Indian coi-n, su^ar, rice, flax, wood, &c., &c., to he dis-

tributed to the needy families of the officers and soldiers. The whole amounted to the sum of c;£l400," or

about $7000.
' This was the Colonel Durkee engaged in aflTairs at Wyoming, and known as " the bold Bean Hiller."

See note. vol. i.. page 345.

* This pleasant mansion is situated in Old Norwich, or "'up town," a few rods eastward of that of Gov-
ernor Huntington. The original owner, Jedediah Huntington, was one of five sons of General Jabez Hunt-

intrton, who were in the Continental army at different times during the war. He was born at Norwich,

Aujrust 15, 1745, and graduated at Harvard College in 1763. The address which he delivered upon that

occasion was '"the first English oration ever heard upon the commencement boards'' of that institution.

When opposition to British rule began, young Huntington was aroused, and at once espoused the cause of

the colonists. He was an active Son of Liberty, and was one of the earliest captains of militia in his native

town. He raised a regiment, and with it joined the Continental army in 1775. In 1777, Congress com-
missioned him a brigadier, which office he held until the close of the war. Washington highly esteemed

him, and appointed him collector of the port of New London in 1789. He resided there until his death,

which occurred on the 25th of September, 1818. His first wife was daughter of Governor Trumbull. She
died at Dedham, while her husband was on his way to Cambridge, in 1775. His second wife was sister to

the late Bishop Moore of Virt^inia. She died in 1831.

Benjamin Huntington, of another family, was the first ma3'0r of Norwich, and was a representative in the

Continental Congress from 1784 to 1787 inclusive
;

also during Washington's administration. His son Ben-
jamin married a daughter of General Jedediah Huntington, who became the mother of Huntington, our dis-

tinguished artist. He was at one time one of the most eminent of New York brokers. He died on the 3d
of August, 1850, at the age of seventy-three years.
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A precious Heir-loom. The Road to Lebanon. Bozrah and Fitchville. Situation of Lebanon. Governor TrumbulL

'

silver cnp, with a richly-wrought handle, and bearing the initials I. R., which belonged to

Mr. Robinson. It is properly preserved as a most precious heir-loom.

The road to Lebanon passes through a broken but fertile country, every where thoroughly

cultivated where tillage is practicable. We passed through Old Norwich and over Bean

Hill, but, mistaking the Colchester road for the

Lebanon turnpike, found ourselves at Fitch-

ville, in Bozrah, nearly two miles from our

most direct way.' The ride along the high

banks of the winding Yantic, coursing in a

deep bed among stately trees, was ample com-

pensation for the loss of time, and we had no

inclination to chide the road-fork that deceiv-

ed us.

The gentle hills rise one above another to-

ward Lebanon, until they are lost in a high,

rolling plain, on which the old town is .situ-

ated. The land throughout that region has

ever been held in the highest estimation for

its fertility ; and around Lebanon, the focus

of Connecticut patriotism and vigilance during

the Revolution, cluster associations of the deep-

est interest. Here was the residence of Gov-

ernor Trumbull, whose name and deeds are

worthily associated with those of Washington,

on the records of our war for independence.

No man during that contest acted with more

' The origin of this name is a little amusing. A plain man, who lived where Fitchville now is, was not

remarkable lor quoting Scripture correctly. On one occasion, in quoting the passage from Isaiah, " Who is

this that coraeth from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah," &c., he stated that the Pt-ophet Bozrah
said thus and so. He was afterward called the Prophet, and the place of his residence Bozrah. When the

town was incorporated, that name M-as given to it.

—

Barber, 302.
* Jonathan Trumbull was born at Lebanon, Connecticut, on the 10th of June (0. S.), 1710. He sjradn-

ated at Harvard in 1727, and commenced the study of theology with the Reverend Solomon Williams, of

Lebanon. The death of an elder brother, who was engaged in a mercantile business with his father at Leb-
anon, caused him to become a merchant instead of a clergyman. At the age of twenty-three he was elected

a member of the Connecticut Assembl}', where his business capacities raised him rapidly in public estima-

tion. He was elected lieutenant governor of the colony in 1766, and by virtue of that office became chief

Justice of the Superior Court. His first bold step in opposition to Great Britain was in refusing to take the

oath enjoined in 1768, which was an almost unconditional submission to all the power claimed by Parlia-

ment
;
nor would he be present when others, more timorous than he, took it. Because of his firmness he

was chosen governor of the colony in 1769, and he has the proud distinction of being the only colonial gov-

ernor at the commencement of the Revolution who espoused the cause of the colonies. He was considered

the whig leader in New England while the Adamses and Hancock were lejrislating in the Continental Con-

gress
;
and during the whole>contest no man was more implicitly relied upon as a firm, consistent, and active

friend of liberty than Governor Trumbull. " General Washington relied on him," says Sparks, " as one of

his main pillars of support." In 1783, when peace for the colonies returned, Governor Trumbull, then sev-

enty-three years old, declined a re-election to the office of governor, which he had held fourteen consecutive

years. He retired from public life, but did not live long to enjoj^ the quiet he so much coveted in the bo-

som of his family. He was seized with a malignant fever in August, 1785, and on the 17th of that month
died. His son was afterward Governor of Connecticut, and in 1849 his grandson filled that responsible

office.

The Marquis de Chastellux, who came to America with Rochambeau in 1780, has left behind him a
charming, life-like description of his sojourn here. He thus pleasantly alludes to Governor Trumbull. "I
have already painted Governor Trumbull. At present you have only to represent to yourself this little old

man, in the antique dress of the first settlers in this colony, approaching a table surrounded by twenty huz-

zar officers, and, without either disconcerting himself or losing any thing of his formal stifihess, pronouncing,

in a loud voice, a long prayer in the form of a benedicite. Let it not be imaained that he excites the laugh-

ter of his auditors
; they are too well trained

;
you must, on the contrary, figure to yourself twenty ^mens,
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Cbai'autei- and Services of Governor Trumbull. Ilia Dwelling and War Office. Settlement of Lebanon.

GOVERNOB TkUMBULL'S WaR OFFICE.'

energy, or plied his talents and resources with more industry than he. During the whole

war, the responsible duties and services of governor of the state rested upon him, yet he per-

formed immense labors in other departments of the field to which he was called, notwith-

standing he was more than threescore years

old. His correspondence was very extensive, ,.=^_"^^^S-
and he sat in council no less than one thou-

sand days during the war. Washington never

applied to him for supplies of any kind with-

out i-eceiving an immediate response. It is a

fact worthy of record that, although Connecti-

cut can not point to any brilliant battle field

within her borders, she furnished for that war

more troops and supplies than any other col-

ony, except Massachusetts. If the old %var

office of Governor Trumbull, yet standing at

Lebanon, had a tongue to speak, it might tell

of many a scheme elaborated there, which, in its consummation, may have been the act that

turned the scale of destiny in favor of the Americans. There the illustrious owner discussed,

with Washington, Franklin, Rochambeau, and others, the gravest questions which then oc-

cupied the attention of two hemispheres. Such a spot is like consecrated ground, and the

shoes of irreverence should never press the green-sward around it.

We dined at the upper end of the village, and

then proceeded to visit the relics of the era of the
"

Revolution which remain. I have called Leba-

non an old town. A portion of the tract was pur-

chased about 1G98, of Oivaneko, the son of Uncas.

There were several tracts purchased by the whites

in the vicinity, all of which were united in the

year 1700. The village is situated principally

upon a street thirty rods wide, and more than a

mile in length. Several well-built houses erected

before or about the time of the Revolution yet re-

main. Among them is that of Governor Trum-
bull. It is a substantial frame building, and is now

(1849) owned by Mrs. Eunice Mason, a widow
eighty years of age. We were denied the pleas-

ure of an interview with her on account of her feeble health. The house is on the west
side of the street, near the road running westward to Colchester. Sixty or seventy rods

southwest from the Trumbull House is the " barrack lot," the place where Lauzun's legion

of cavalry were encamped.'' His corps consisted of about five hundred horsemen. Rocham-

The Tkumbull House.

issuing at once from the midst of forty mustaches, and you will have some idea of the little scene."

—

Trav-
els, i., 458.

1 This was the building in which Governor Trumbull transacted his public business. It formerly stood
near his dwelling, but is now several rods northwest of it, on the same side of the Common. For many
years it was occupied as a post-office. This sketch was taken from the open field in the rear, looking north.

^ The Duke de Lauzun was an accomplished, but exceedingly voluptuous and unprincipled man. His
personal beauty, talents, wit, wealth, and bravery were passports to the friendship of men who abhorred his

profligacy. Why he espoused the cause of the Americans it is not easy to determine, unless, surfeited with
sensual indulgences, he was desirous of engaging in new excitements, where he might resrain the waning
vigor of his body. His conduct here made him very popular. After his return to Europe he became ac-
quainted with Talleyrand, and accompanied him on a mission to England in 1792. There one of his fa-

miliar associates was the Prince of Wales, afterward George IV. On the death of his uncle, the Duke de
Biron, Lauzun succeeded to the title. He became involved in the stormy movements of the French Revo-
lution, and being found guilty of .secretly favoring the Vendeans, was executed on the 31st of December, 1793.
Two officers in his regiment in America, named Dillon, brothers, also suffered death by the guillotine.
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The Alden Tavern. General PrcECott horsewhipped there. The Williams House. The Trumbull Vault.

The Alden Tavern.

beau was there, with five regiments, for about three weeks, in the winter of

1780, and while he tarried Washington arrived, stayed a few days, and re-

viewed the French troops. A French soldier was shot for desertion, a few

rods north of the " barrack lot."

Nearly opposite the Trumbull mansion is the old tavern kept during the

Revolution by Captain Alden. It is famous generally as a place of rendez-

vous of the French oiBcers, for drinking and playing, and

more particularly as the house where General Prescott,

the British oiRcer who was captured on Rhode Island,

stopped to dine, while on his way, under an escort, to

Washington's camp, and received a horsewhipping from

the landlord.' Of the remarkable circumstances of Pres-

cott's capture I shall hereafter write. Mr. Wattles, the

present proprietor of the old tavern, is a descendant of

Captain Alden. While making the annexed sketch we
were joined by Captain Dutton, the venerable citizen to

whom we bore a letter of introduction, but who was ab-

sent from home when we arrived in the village. He has a

distinct recollection of all the revolutionary events about Leb-

anon and vicinity, and could direct us to every spot made mem-
orable by those events.

On the corner of the road leading from Lebanon to Wind-

ham is the house once occupied by William Williams, one of

the signers of the Declaration of Independence. It has been

slightly modified, but its general appearance is the same as it

was during the Revolution. Its present occupant is Mr. Sim-

eon Peckam. A bi-

ographical sketch of

Mr. Williams will be

found among those

of the Signers, in another portion of this work, and

the most prominent events of his life are also no-

ticed in his epitaph, given on the next page.

We will pass on to the sacred inclosure con-

taining the vault of the Trumbull family. It is

in a cemetery a little eastward of the village, and

near the Windham Road— a cemetery which

probably contains the remains of more distinguish-

ed men of the Pi-evolution than any other in the

country. In the Trumbull tomb are the remains

of two governors of Connecticut, the first com-

missary general of the United States, and a signer of the Declaration of Independence.

* While at table, Mrs. Alden brought on a dish of succotash (boiled beans and corn), a dish much valued

in America. Prescott, unused to such food, exclaimed indignantly, " What ! do you treat me with the

food of hogs?" and taking the dish from the table, strewed the contents over the floor. Captain Alden,

being infonned of this, soon entered with a horsewhip, and flogged the general severely. After Prescott

was exchanged and restored to his command on Rhode Island, the inhabitants of Newport deputed William

Rotch, Dr. Tupper, and Timothy Folger to negotiate some concerns with him in behalf of the town. They
were for some time refused admittance to his presence, but the doctor and Folger finally entered the room.

Prescott stormed with great violence, until Folger was compelled to withdraw. After the doctor had an-

nounced his business, and Prescott had become calm, the general said, " Was not my treatment to Folger

very uncivil?" "Yes," replied the doctor. "Then," said Prescott, "I will tell you the reason; he

looked so much like a d—d Connecticut man that horsewhipped me, that I could not endure his presence."— Thatcher''s Journal, p. 175.
* The marble monument standing in front of the tomb is in memory of William Williams, a signer of the

The Williams House.

The Trumbull Vaui.t.=
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Return to Norwich. Destruction of the Yantic Falls. Birth-place of Arnold. Inscription upon the Trumbull Monument

The day was waning when I finished my sketches, and bidding Lebanon and its inter-

esting associations adieu, we returned to Norwich, stopping for a few minutes at the Sa-

chem's Burial-ground, on the verge of the city, to delineate the monument of Uncas, printed

on page 30.

On the following morning, accompanied by Mr. Williams and his son in a light dearborn,

I proceeded to visit the many points of historic interest within and around Norwich. We
went to the plain and the upper town by the road that passes along the margin of the Yan-

tic, to the once romantic falls near the month of that river. The natural beauties of this

cascade were half hidden and defaced long ago by towering factories ; but the chief spoiler

•was public improvement, which, with pick and powder-blast, hammer and trowel, has digged

down the crown of the waterfall, and bridged it by a rail-way viaduct. A curve of a few

rods might have spared the beautiful Yantic Falls ; but what right has Nature to intrude

her charms in the way of the footsteps of Mammon ? I saw at the house of Mr. Trumbull,

in Norwich, a fine picture of these romantic

falls, painted by the eminent artist John

Trumbull, a son of the patriot governor, be-

fore a layer of brick or the sound of an ax had

desecrated the spot. It was, indeed, a charm-

ing scene.

About halfway between Norwich city and

the upper town, on the right or south side of

the road, is the birth-place of Benedict Arnold,

depicted in the annexed engraving. The view

is from the road, looking southeast. The
house has had some slight additions to its size

since Arnold played in its garden in petticoats

and bib, yet its general appearance is the same

as at that time. Several circumstances bord-

BiinH-PLACE OF Benedict Arnold.

Declaration of Independence, and bears the following inscription :
" The remains of the Honorable Will-

iam Williams are deposited in this tomb. Born April 8th, 1731 ;
died the 2d of August, 1811, in the

81st year of his age. A man eminent for his virtues and piety. For more than 50 years he was con-

stantly employed in public life, and served in many of the most important offices in the gift of his fellow-

citizens. During the whole period of the Revolutionary war, he was a firm, steady, and ardent friend of

his country, and in the darkest times risked his life and wealth in her defense. In 1776 and 1777 he was

a member of the American Congress, and as such signed the Declaration of Independence. His public and

private virtues, his pietj^ and benevolence, will long endear his memory to his surviving friends ; above all,

he was a sincere Christian, and in his last moments placed his hope, with an humble confidence, in his Re-

deemer. He had the inexpressible satisfaction to look back upon a long, honorable, and well-spent life."

On the pedestal upon the top of the tomb are the following inscriptions :
" Sacred to the memory of Jon-

athan Trumbull, Esq., who, unaided by birth or powerful connections, but blessed with a noble and virtuous

mind, arrived to the highest station in government. His patriotism and firmness during 50 years' employ-

ment in public life, and particularly in the very important part he acted in the American Revolution, as

Governor of Connecticut, the faithful page of history will record. Full of years and honors, rich in benev-

olence, and firm in the faith and hopes of Christianity, he died, August 9, 1785, jEtates 75."

" Sacred to the memory of Madam Faith Trumbull,* the amiable lad\' of Governor Trumbull, born at Dux-

bury, Mass., A.D. 1718. Happy and beloved in her connubial state, she lived a virtuous, charitable, and

Christian life at Lebanon, in Connecticut, and died lamented by numerous friends A.D. 1780, aged 62 years."
" Sacred to the memory of Joseph Trumbull, eldest son of Governor Trumbull, and first commissary gen-

eral of the United States of America ; a service to whose perpetual cares and fatigues he fell a sacrifice

A.D. 1778, aged 42 years. Full soon, indeed ! may his person, his virtues, and even his extensive benev-

olence be forgotten by his friends and fellow-men. But blessed be God ! for the Hope that in his presence

he shall be remembered forever."

" To the memory of Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.,t late Governor of the State of Connecticut. He was born

March 26th, 1740, and died August 7th, 1809, aged 69 years. His remains were deposited with those of

his father."

* Her maiden name was Robinson, and she was a lineal descendant of the Reverend Mr. Robinson, pastor at Leyden of many
of tlie Pilgiim Fathers.

t Son of the first governor.
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Arnold's early Years. Attempt to commit Murder. A Ringleader in Mischief. His Mother. Scorching Acrostia

ering upon the marvelous, and viewed with a little superstition, gave the house an unpleas-

ant notoriety, and for many years it was untenanted, because it was haunted I by what or

whom rumor never deigned to reveal. When I visited it, only two or three rooms were oc-

cupied, the others being empty and locked. The room in which Arnold was born, in the

southwest corner of the second story, was occupied, and the people seemed to be familiar

with the traditions respecting the boyhood of that distinguished man. Arnold was blessed

with a mother (Hannah King, of Norwich), who was, says her epitaph, " A pattern of pa-

tience, piety, and virtue," but her lessons seem to have been fruitless of good effect upon the

headstrong boy.' He was wayward, disobedient, unscrupulous, and violent—traits of char-

acter Avhich finally worked his ruin. He even attempted murder, while a young man re-

siding at Norwich, by shooting a youthful Frenchman, who paid court to Arnold's sister,

Hannah, by whom his love was reciprocated. Young Arnold disliked him, and finding per-

suasion powerless on the mind of his sister to induce her to break off her engagement with

the foreigner, vowed vengeance upon him if he ever caught him in the house again. The
opportunity occurred, and Arnold discharged a loaded pistol at him as he escaped from a

window, fortunately without effect. The young man left the place forever, and Hannah
Arnold lived the life of a maiden. Arnold and the Frenchman afterward met at Honduras.

They fought a duel, in which the latter was severely wounded.

When a mere boy, Arnold's courage was remarkable, and among his playmates he was

a perfect despot. A ringleader in every mischievous sport, he often performed astonishing

feats of daring. On a gala-day, he set a field-piece upright, poured powder into it, and

dropped from his own hand a firebrand into the muzzle. On another occasion, at the head

of a number of boys, he rolled away some valuable casks from a ship-yard at Chelsea,'' to

make a thanksgiving bonfire. An officer, sent by the owner to recover them, arrested the

casks on their way. The stripling Arnold was enraged, and, taking off his coat upon the

spot, dared the constable, a stout man, to fight him I Such, was the boyhood of one of the

most intrepid generals of our Revolution—such was the early type of the unscrupulous, vio-

lent man whose memory is black with the foulest treason.^ We have met him in preceding

' Miss Caulkins publishes the following letter from Mrs. Arnold to Benedict, while he was at school in

Canterbur}^ It exhibits the character of his mother in strong contrast with his own in after life.

" Norwich, April 12. 1754.

" Dear Child,—I received yours of the 1st instant, and was glad to hear that you was well. Pray, my
dear, let your tirst concern be to make your peace with God, as it is of all concerns of the greatest import-

ance. Keep a steady watch over your thouofhts, words, and actions. Be dutiful to superiors, obliging to

equals, and aflable to inferiors, if any such there be. Always choose that your companions be your Ijetters,

that by their good examples you may learn.

" From your aflectionate mother, Hannah Arnold.
" P.S.—I have sent you 50s. Use it prudently, as you are accountable to God and your father. Your

father and aunt join with me in love and service to Mr. Cogswell and lady, and yourself. Your sister is

from home."

' Chelsea is the old port of Norwich. The houses cluster chiefly at the mouth of the Shctucket.
* Oliver Arnold, a cousin of Benedict, and also a resident of Norwich, was the reputed author of the fol-

lowing scorching acrostic, written after the treason of his kinsman. It is bad poetry and worse sentiment.

"Born for a curse to virtue and mankind,

Earth's broadest realm ne'er knew so black a mind.

Night's sable veil your crimes can never hide,

Each one so great, 'twould glut historic tide.

Defunct, your cursed memory will live,

In all the glare that infamy can give.

Curses of ages will attend your name,

Traitors alone will glory in your shame.

" Almighty vengeance sternly waits to roll

Rivers of sulphur on your treacherous soul;

Nature looks shuddering back with conscious dread

On such a tarnish'd blot as she has made.

Let hell receive you riveted in chains,

Doom'd to the hottest focus of its flames !"

The author of the above had a peculiar talent for making extempore verses. Joel Barlow once met him
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Residence of Governor Huntington. Unpublished Letter written by Washington.

Governor Huntington's Mansion.

pages in his glorious career as a bold patriot ; we shall meet him again presently amid the

scenes of his degradation.

Leaving the Arnold House, we
rode to the upper town, and halted

at the spacious mansion of Charles

Spaulding, Esq., formerly the resi-

dence of Governor Samuel Hunt-

ington, who was also a signer of

the Declaration of Independence,

and President of Congress. It was
considered the finest dwelling in

Norwich when occupied by the gov-

ernor, and now presents an excellent

specimen of the architecture of that

era. Surrounded by shade-trees and

adorned with shrubbery, it is a sum-

mer residence to be coveted by those

who love spacious rooms and a quiet

location. I saw in the possession

of Mrs. Spaulding an autograph letter of General Washington, written to Governor Hunt-

ington, then President of Congress. It has never been published, and as its purport is of

an interesting public nature, I give a copy of it here.'

" Head-quarters, New Windsor, 10th April, 1781.

" Sir,

"I beg leave to introduce to your excellency Colonel Menonville, deputy adjutant general

to the French army. This gentleman, who is charged by his excellency the Count de Ro-

chambeau with matters respecting a contract entered into by Dr. Franklin, in behalf of the

United States, for the supply of a quantity of provision, will, through your excellency, lay

his business generally before Congress.

" He will also, agreeably to the wishes of Count Rochambeau, make an application for

some heavy iron cannon for the use of the works at Newport, which he understands were

imported into New Hampshire for the use of the seventy-four gun ship now upon the stocks.

The brass artillery at present in them are the artillery of siege, and must be removed should

the army remove. If there are such cannon in New Hampshire, and there is no probability

of their being soon wanted for the purpose for which they were intended, I think a part of

them can not be better applied.

" I recommend Colonel Menonville to your excellency's personal attention as a gentleman

of peculiar merit.

" I have the honor to be, with great respect, your excellency's most obedient and humble
servant, Geo. Washington.

" His Excellency the President of Congress."

In the rear of the Huntington mansion is the cemetery of the first Congregational society

of Norwich. Within it lie the remains of many of the early inhabitants of the town, and

Arnold immediately repeatedin a book-store in New Haven, and asked him for a specimen of his talent,

the following

:

"You've proved yourself a sinful cre'tur;

You've murder'd Watts and spoil'd the meter

;

You've tried the Word of God to alter.

And for your pains deserve a halter."

To understand the witty sarcasm of these lines, it must be remembered that Barlow, at that time, was en-
joying much notoriety by a publication of a revised and altered edition of Watts's Psalms and Hymns.

' The only letter written by Washington at this date, and published in his " Life and Writings" by
Sparks, was addre.ssed to the Count de Rochambeau, on the subject of an expedition to Penobscot. See
Sparks, viii., 8.
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Governor Huntington's Tomb.

Family Vault of Governor Huntington. Tomb of General Jabez Huntington. His five Sons. The old Burying-ground

upon the steep southern slope of a hill is the family vault of Governor Huntington. It is

substantially built of brick. On the

front, over the entrance, is an inscribed

marble tablet.' The tomb is some-

what dilapidated, and the ground over-

grown with brambles. In the south-

ern portion of the cemetery, separated

iirom the others by a stone fence, is the

family vault of General Jabez Hunt-

ington,'' formerly one of the leading

men of Norwich, and peculiarly honored in contributing five hardy sons to the Continental

army. Jedediah was a brigadier general ; Andrew was a commissary ; Joshua and Eben-

ezer were colonels. Zachariah, the youngest, wa.s still living with his son, Thomas M. Hunt-

ington, Esq., a few rods north of the residence of General Jedediah Huntington, pictured on

page 32. We called to see him, but indisposition prevented his receiving visitors. He
was then nearly eighty-six years of age. He was drafted in the militia in 1780, but saw
little of active mihtary service.^

General Jabez Huntington's tomb, like that of the governor, is constructed of brick, having

an inscribed marble tablet in front ;^ but, un-

r:=^^^Pww -, like the other, it was not covered with bram-

bles, nor was there a blade of grass upon the

old graves that surround it. The ground had

been burned over to clear it of bushes and bri-

ers, and the ancient tomb-stones were shame-

fully blackened by fire. A few yards from

Huntington's tomb is the more humble grave

of Diah Manning, who was a drummer in the

Continental army. He was the jailer at Nor-

wich during the French Revolution. When
Boyer, afterward President of Hayti, was brought to Norwich, among other French prison-

ers, in 1797, he was treated with great kindness by Manning. The prisoner did not forget

it, and when President of St. Domingo, he sent presents to Manning's family.

Leaving the ancient cemetery, we returned to the city, and called upon the almost cen-

tenarian Captain Erastus Perkins, residing on Shetueket Street. He is yet living (1850),

in the ninety-ninth year of his age. We found him quite strong in body and mind. Many
scenes of his early years are still vivid pictures in his memory, and he was able to reproduce

them with much interest. He said he distinctly remembered the circumstance of quite a

large body of men going from Norwich to New Haven, in 17(35, to assist in compelling In-

General Huntington's Tomb.

' The following is a copy of the inscription :
" Samuel, Huntington, Esq., Governor of Connecticut,

having served his fellow-citizens in various important offices, died the 5th day of January, A.D. 1796, in the

flSth year of his a^e."

"His consort, Mrs. Martha Huntington, died June 4th, A.D. 1794, in the 57th year of her age."

A portrait and biographical sketch of Governor Huntington will be found among those of the signers of

the Declaration of Independence, in another part of this work.
* Jabez Hunting'ton was born in Norwich, in 1719. He graduated at Yale College in 1741, and soon

afterward entered into mercantile business. At one time himself and sons owned and fitted out at the port

of Norwich twenty vessels for the West India trade. In 1750 he was elected a member of the Connecticut

Assembly, was speaker for several years, and also a member of the Council. He lost nearly half his prop-

erty by the capture of his vessels when the Revolution broke out. He was an ardent patriot, a very active

member of the Council of Safetv, and held the office of major general in the militia. He died at Norwich
in 1786.

* General Zachariah Huntington is no more. He died in June, 1850, at the age of eighty-eight. Thus
one after another of those whom [ visited has since gone to rest in the grave.

* The following is a copy of the inscription :
" The family tomb of the Honorable Jabez Huntington,

Esq.. who died October 5, 1786, aged 67 years."
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gersoU, the stamp distributor, to resign his office. Captain Perkins w^ent to Roxbury in

1775, and was a sutler in Colonel Huntington's regiment at the time of the battle of

Bunker Hill. He was in New York about two years ago, and pointed out the spot

in Wall Street where he stood and saw Washington take the oath as President of the

United States, sixty-one years before. For many years Captain Perkins Avas surveyor of

the port of Norwich, and throughout a long life has preserved the esteem of its citizens.

He is now the honored head of five generations.' A few friends of his youth are still living

in Norwich, but most of that generation have long since departed. I was informed by Dr.

W. P. Eaton that, the day before I visited Norwich, Captain Perkins and three other men
were in his store, whose united ages were three hundred and fifty-seven years—an average

of eightjf-nine I

Toward evening Ave strolled up the Shetucket to Greenville, visited the extensive paper

and cotton mills there, and returning, crossed, at Chelsea, to the Preston side of the river,

and ascended by a winding road to the lofty summit of Tory Hill, so called from the cir-

cumstance that it was the confiscated property of a Tory of the Revolution. A magnificent

prospect opens to the view from that bald, rocky pinnacle. Southward was visible the dark

line of Long Island Sound ; on the west, half hidden by groves, rolled the Thames ; north-

ward and eastward lay a vast amphitheater of cultivated hills, and the valleys of the Yantic,

Quinebaug, and the Shetucket, and at our feet was Norwich city, in crescent form, clasping

a high, rocky promontory, like the rich setting of a huge emerald, for in the midst rose the

towering Wawekus, yet green with the lingering foliage of summer. A more picturesque

scene than this grand observatory aflbrds need not be sought for by the student and lover

of nature. There we lingered until the sun went down behind the hills that skirt the great

Mohegan Plain, and in the dim twilight we made our way back to the city. Between eight

and nine o'clock in the evening I bade my kind friend Mr. Williams^ adieu, and left Nor-

' It is a rather singular fact that Captain Perkins and his vviPc were both born on Sunday. Their first

child was born on Sunday. They had one born on every day of the week—the fir.st on Sunday morniniT,

and the last on Saturday evening ; and the head of each of the five generations of which he is the eldest

wa.s born on Sunday.
^ Mr. Edwin Williams, and his elder brother, Mr. Joseph Williams, of Norwich, are sons of General Jo-

seph Williams, who, though a young man, was an active patriot during the Revolutionary war. He was a

merchant, and, in connection with his partner, William Coit, wlwse daughter he married, was engaj^ed in

fitting out armed vessels from Norwich and New London. In one of these he made a voyace to the West
Indies. The vessel was pursued by a British armed ship, and an action ensued in which the American vessel

was the winner. General Williams spent much of the latter portion of his life in organizing and disciplin-

ing the militia of New London county ; and until his death he was extensively engaged as a shipping and
importing merchant. He died in October, 1800. aged forty-seven )'ears.

Mrs. Russell Hubbard, of Norwich, daufjhtcr of General Williams, permitted me to have a copy of a letter

of his, written in 1776, from near New York, to his business partner, Mr. Coit. Young Williams had ac-

companied the Connecticut Continental troops to New York, taking with him a supply of articles adapted

to the use of the army. He was then only twenty-three years of age. The letter is interesting, as cxliib-

iting a feature in the business life of the day, and the perfect coolness with which trade was carried on in

the midst of the most imminent peril. The letter is written on the blank leaf of an account book.

"New York, seven miles from the city, September 8, 1776.

" Dear Sir,

" Ever since I wrote you by Mr. Walden we have been in confusion. The enemy opened two batteries

opposite to our fort at Hell Gate last Saturday evening, and began cannonading and bombarding early on

Sunday morning. They fired several shot into the house where we kept our store. We thouixht it prudent

to move a little back, which we have done, but have not got clear of their shot; they are flying about us

continually. We have about ^140 in value on hand, besides money that I have purchased since I came
here with what was on hand before.

" The enemy are now landing on the island between Hell Gate and the main, and 'tis supposed they mean
to make a push for Kingsbridge, and cut us off from the main

; but I believe they can not do it, as we arc

prepared for them at Kingsbridge
;
but I make no doubt we shall soon have an engaaement.

" Colonel Sergeant, Dr. Hamans, and I, have sent what money we have to West Chester by Dr. Hamans's
boy. I have sent about c£l50. It will not do to move our stores till the regiment is oblio-ed to go, as thev

can not do without some necessaries here.
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New London. Its Settlement. Fortifications. The Harbor. Revolutionary Movements.

wich, in the cars, for AUyn's Point, seven miles below, whence I embarked for New London,

eight miles further down the Thames, arriving there at ten.

New London is pleasantly situated upon a rocky slope on the right bank of the Thames,

three miles from Long Island Sound, and one hundred and thirty-four miles eastward of

New York city. From the high ground in the rear of the city, whereon many fine resi-

dences are built, a very extensive view of the Sound and the surrounding country is obtained.

Its earliest Indian name was Nameaug ; but the first English settlers, John Winthrop and

others, called it Pequot, from the people who had inhabited the country on the banks of the

Pequot or Thames Fviver. By an act of the Assembly of Connecticut, in March, 1G58, it

was named New London, to perpetuate in America the title of the capital of England. The

river was also named Thames, by the same authority and for a similar reason. The harbor

is one of the best in the United States. It is commanded by forts Griswold and Trumbull,

situated, the former upon its east bank, at Groton, and the

latter upon the west. The fortifications are upon the sites of

those of the same name which were erected there in the time

of the Ptevolution.

New London and Norwich were intimately associated in

all political matters when the controversy with Great Britain

arose. The latter, included within New London county, was

regarded as the chief place ; while the former, being the port

of entry, became the point of most importance when British

fleets and armies came to subdue the Americans. From an

early period the harbor of New London was a favorite resort

for vessels navigating the Sound, on account of the depth of

water and its sheltered position. Here the brigantines and other vessels of the famous buc-

caneers sometimes sought shelter from storms ; and it is believed that therein lay the vessel

of the notorious Captain Kidd about the time when his treasures were concealed on G ardin-

er's Island, on the opposite side of the Sound. Great eflbrts were made by the commanders

of British ships to obtain possession of the city and harbor during the Pvevolution, and for a

long time a fleet of some thirty vessels hovered along the coast in the vicinage, chiefly in

Gardiner's Bay and the neighborhood of Fisher's Island. But the vigilant authorities and

people of Connecticut kept them at bay. From the time of the Bunker Hill battle until

the town Avas burned by British troops, headed by the then traitor, Benedict September 6,

Arnold, a strong military force was kept there, and every attention was paid to i^^^-

fortifying the harbor.

In 1774 the people of New London held a town meeting, and passed strong res-
^^^^ ^^

olutions in reference to the oppressive acts of the British Parliament. After ex-

pressing their sincere loyalty to the king, they resolved that " the cause of Boston is the

common cause of all the North American colonies ;" that a tmion of all the colonies was of

the greatest importance ; that they earnestly wished for, and would promote, the assembling

New London Harbor.

" I shall send Isaac* out to-day. If we are taken or killed, you can send for the money I have sent cat.

I would not have this stop your sending the goods I wrote for, as far as it will do to come by water.

" From your humble servant,

" Joseph Williams.

" P.S.—Commandant Serjeant tells me he has just received intelligence that our Congress has appointed

a committee to wait on Lord Howe."t

* He was a brother of the writer of the letter, and was then about fifteen years old. He served his country during a greater

portion of the war. and was finally captured by the English and pressed into their naval service, in which he lost a leg. So great

was his hatred of the English, that he engaged in the French marine service during the French Revolution, in consequence of

which he was tried for violating the United States laws of neutrality, was found guilty, and fined and imprisoned. He died at

Preston, when about eiahtv years of age. General Williams had two other brothers in the Continental army—Frederic, who

died or was killed in New York in 1770, and was buried in St. Paul's churchyard ; and Benjamin, who lost his life in the Jersey

prison-ship, in 1781, at the age of twenty-three.

t The conference of this committee with Lord Howe was held on the 11th of September, 1776, at the house of Colonel Billop,

yet standing at the southwest end of Staten Island. A drawing of the building will be found in another part of this work.

II. D
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of a general Consrress ; and that they would religiously observe and abide by the resolves of

such a body. They also appointed a committee of correspondence for the town.'

New London Harbor, looking North.-

In 1 775 the erection of two forts for the defense of the harbor ofNew London was begun,

one upon the rocky extremity of a peninsula on the west side of the Thames, about a mile

below the city, and the other upon Groton Hill, on the opposite side of the harbor. The
former, when completed, was called Fort Trumbull, and the latter Fort Griswold. Several

vessels of the little naval armament of Connecticut were fitted out at New London ; and

into that port a number of prizes captured by American cruisers were taken, and their car-

goes disposed of In 1777, a frigate of thirty-six guns, ordered by the Continental Con-

gress to be built in Connecticut, was constructed in the Thames, between New London and

Norwich, under the direction of Captain Joshua Huntington. Several small armed vessels

on private account sailed from this port, and greatly annoyed the enemy upon the coast,

capturing their provision vessels, and injuring transports that happened to be separated from

convoys. These things so irritated the British commanders here, that New London was
marked for special vengeance, and Benedict Arnold was the chosen instrument to execute it.

I have already alluded to the junction of the American and French armies upon the Hud-
son, in the summer of 1781, and their departure for Virginia—the original design of attack-

ing New York city having been abandoned, in consequence of the reception, by Clinton, of

re-enforcements from abroad, and the intelligence that the Count de Grasse might not be ex-

pected from the West Indies in time for such an operation.'' When Sir Henry Clinton be-

came certain of the destination of the allied armies, and perceived that they were too far on

their way for him to hope to overtake them in pursuit, he dispatched Arnold, who had just

returned from a predatory expedition in Virginia, to make like demonstrations upon the New
England coast. Clinton's hoped-for result of this measure was to deter Washington from

his purpose of pushing southward, or, at least, to make him weaken his army by sending

back detachments for the defense of the New England frontier upon the Sound. But he

failed to effect his pui'pose, and the expedition of Arnold vi^as fruitful only of misery for a few
inhabitants, and of abundant disgrace and contumely for the perpetrators of the outrage.

At daybreak on the morning of the 6th of September, 1781, a British fleet, under Cap-
tain Beasly, consisting of twenty-four sail, bearing a considerable land and marine force under

the general command of Benedict Arnold, appeared off the harbor of New London, having

left the eastern end of Long Island the evening previous. A large proportion of the land

forces consisted of Tories and some Hessians, the instruments employed when any thing cruel

' This committeft consisted of Richard Law, Giirdon Salstonstall, Nathaniel Shaw, Jr., Samuel H. Par-

sons, and Guy Richards. The httle village of Groton, opposite, also held a town meeting the week pre-

vious, and, after passing similar resolutions, appointed a committee of correspondence.—See Hinman's His-

torical Collections, p. 52—56.
* This little sketch shows the relative position of the forts. Fort Tnimbull is seen on the left of the pic-

ture, and Fort Griswold, with the Groton Monument, is on the extreme right.

^ The following arc the names of the war-vessels in the service of the State of Connecticut durinsj the

Revolution : Brigs Minerva, American, Silliman ; ship Oliver Cromwell ; frigates Trumbull, Bourbon

;

schooners Spy, Defense
;
sloops Dolphin, Mifflin, Resistance, Schuyler, Stark, Young Cromwell, Confederacy,

Count de Grasse, Tiger, Alliance, Phcenix ; and row-galleys Shark, Whiting, Crane, The Guilford, New
Defense, Putnam, and Revenge. * See page 436, vol. i.
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was to be performed.' They landed in two divisions of about eight hundred each : one on

the east or Groton side of the Thames, commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Eyre, and the other

on the New London side, led by the traitor general, who debarked in the cove at Brown's

View of the Landing-place op Arnold.^

Farm, near the light-hoii.SLi. The militia hastened in

small parties to oppose them, but were too few to pro-

duce much effect, other than wounding

^^_ some of the enemy on their

march toward the

town. The advance

battery, situated

about half way be-

tween Fort Trumbull and the light-house, in which were eight pieces of cannon, as well as

the fort itself, was too feebly manned to offer resistance, and the troops of each evacuated,

and crossed over to the stronger post of Fort Griswold, on Groton Hill. The city was tl^us

left exposed to the enemy, whose great weapon of destruction was the torch. First, the

stores upon the wharves were set on fire, and then the dwellings on Mill Cove were con-

sumed. Nearly the whole town was laid in ashes, and several vessels were burned.^ Many
inhabitants in comfortable circumstances were now houseless and wanderers, reduced to ab-

solute beggary. None were permitted to save their furniture, and the soldieiy were allowed

free scope for brutality and plunder. It is said that Arnold stood in the belfry of a church,

' The division under Arnold consisted of the 38th regiment of regulars, the Loyal Americans, the Amer-

ican Leofion, refugees, and a detachment of fifty Yagers. Colonel Eyre's was composed of the 40th and

54th regiments, the third battalion of Jersey volunteers, and a detachment of Yagers and artillery.

"^ This sketch is from the west side of the cove in which the troops under Arnold landed. In the dis-

tance, on the extreme right, is the point where the division under Eyre debarked, and near the center i.=<

seen the monument on Groton Hill, near Fort Griswold. The shores of the cove are sandy, but the pro-

jections which form them are bold promontories of £;ranite rock.

^ The buildings burned in this expedition were 65 dwelling-houses containing 97 families, 31 stores, 18

shops, 20 barns, and 9 public and other buildings, among which were the coiu-t-house, jail, and church ; in

all 143. Fifteen vessels with the effects of the inhabitants escaped up the river. The value of property

destroyed was estimated at $485,980. This was the estimate of the committee which was appointed by

the General Assembly of Connecticut, after the war, to ascertain the amount of loss sustained by the sev-

eral towns in the state by conflagrations during the predatory inroads of the enemy. In 1793, the Assem-

bly granted to the sufferers five hundred acres of land, lying within the precincts of the Western Reserve,

in Ohio, and now included in the counties of Huron and Erie, and a small part of Ottawa. This tract is

known as the "Fire Lands." I have noticed on page 371, vol. i., the settlement, by commissioners, who

met at Trenton in 1782, of the question of jurisdiction over the Valley of Wyoming, and that it was decided

in favor of Pennsylvania. Although Connecticut acquiesced in that decision, that state still claimed a right

to the country westward of Pennsylvania, in extent north and south equal to its own limits in that direction,

and indefinitely westward, according to the letter of its charter. Connecticut, however, waived this claim,

by a sort of compromise, in 1786, by ceding to the United States all the lands thus included within its charter

limits westward of Pennsylvania, except the reservation of a tract one hundred and twenty miles in length,

adjoining that state. This tract was called the Western Reserve. After giving the half million of acres to

the sufferers of Danbury, Fairfield, Norwalk, New Haven, and New London, the remainder was sold in

1795, and the proceeds were used as a school fund, for the support of schools in the state. Congress con-

firmed the title of Connecticut to the Reserve in 1800. It now forms a part of the State of Ohio, and is

settled chiefly by New England people.
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while the town was burning, and looked upon the scene with the apparent satisfaction of a

Nero. Had he been content to be a traitor merely, the extenuating circumstances that have

been alleged in connection with his treason might have left a feeling of commiseration in the

bosoms of the American people ; but this murderous expedition against the neighbors of his

childhood and youth, and the wanton destruction of a thriving town, almost in sight of the

spire of the church wherein he was baptized, present an act of malice too flagrant to be

overlooked even by " meek-eyed pity" or loving charity. It was his last prominent blow

against his country, and was such a climax to his treachery, that Britons, who " accepted

the treason, but despised the traitor," shunned him as a monster of wickedness.

When the enemy landed, alarm-guns were fired ; and before noon, while the town was

burning, the militia collected in large numbers. Perceiving his peril, Arnold hastily re-

treated to his boats, closely pursued by the armed inhabitants. Five of the enemy were

killed, and about twenty wounded. The Americans lost four killed, and ten or twelve

wounded, some of them mortally.

When Fort Trumbull was evacuated, Arnold sent an order to Lieutenant-colonel Eyre

to take immediate possession of Fort Griswold, in order to prevent the American shipping

from leaving the harbor and sailing up the river. The militia hastily collected for the de-

fense of the fort to the number of one hundred and fifty-seven—so hastily that many of them

were destitute of weapons. Colonel William Ledyard was the commander of the fortress.

The enemy approached cautiously through the woods in the rear, and captured a small ad-

vanced battery. Colonel Eyre then sent Captain Beckwith, with a flag, to demand a sur-

render of the fort, which was peremptorily refused.' An assault was begun ; the American

flag on the southwest bastion was shot down, and an obstinate battle of about forty minutes

ensued, during which the British were repulsed, and were on the point of fleeing back to

their shipping. The attack was made on three sides, the fort being square, with flanks.

There was a battery between the fort and the river, but the Americans could spare no men
to work it. The enemy displayed great coolness and bravery in forcing the pickets, making

their way into the fosse, and scaling the revetment, in the face of a severe fire from the little

garrison. When a suflScient number had obtained entrance thus far, they forced their way
through the feebly-manned embrasures, and decided the conflict with bayonets, after a des-

perate struggle with the handful of determined patriots, many of whom were armed only with

pikes. The fort was surrendered unconditionally. Colonel Eyre was wounded near the

works, and died within twelve hours afterward on ship-board. Major Montgomery was

pierced through with a spear, in the hands of a negro, and killed as he mounted the parapet,

and the command devolved upon Major Bromfield. The whole loss of the British was two

commissioned officers and forty-six privates killed, and eight officers (most of whom after-

ward died), with one hundred and thirty-nine non-commissioned officers and privates, wound-

ed. The Americans had not more than a dozen killed before the enemy carried the fort.

When that was effected. Colonel Ledyard ordered his men to cease firing and to lay down
their arms, relying upon the boasted generosity of Britons for the cessation of bloodshed.

But instead of British regulars, led by honorable men, his little band was surrounded by wolf-

like Tories, infernal in their malice, and cruel even to the worst savagism, and also by the

hired assassins, the German Yagers. Tliey kept up their fire and bayonet thrusts upon the

unarmed patriots, and opening the gates of the fort, let in blood-thirsty men that were with-

out, at the head of whom was Major Bromfield, a New Jersey Loyalist. " Who com-

mands this garrison ?" shouted Bromfield, as he entered. Colonel Ledyard, who was stand-

ing near, mildly replied, " I did, sir, but you do now," at the same time handing his sword

to the victor. The Tory miscreant immediately murdered Ledyard by running him through

the body with the weapon he had just surrendered I^ The massacre continued in all parts
i—

' There were several hundreds of the people collected in the vicinity, and an officer had been sent out to

obtain re-enforcements. Upon these Colonel Ledyard relied ; but the officer became intoxicated, and the

expected aid did not arrive.

^ Colonel Ledyard was a brother of John Ledyard, the celebrated traveler, who was a native of Groton.
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of the fort, until seventy men were killed, and thirty-five mortally or dangerously vv'ounded.*

The enemy then plundered the fort and garrison of every thing valuable. Their appetite

for slaughter not being appeased, they placed several of the wounded in a baggage-wagon,

took it to the brow of the hill on which the fort stands, and sent it down with violence, in-

tending thus to plunge the helpless sufferers into the river. The distance was about one

hundred rods, the ground very rough. The jolting caused some of the wounded to expire,

while the cries of agony of the survivors were heard across the river, even in the midst of

the crackling noise of the burning town I The wagon was arrested in its progress by an

apple-tree, and thus the sufferers remained for more than an. hour, until their captors stretch-

ed them upon the beach, preparatory to embarkation. Thirty-five of them were paroled and

carried into a house near by, where they passed the night in great distress, a burning thirst

being their chief tormentor. Although there was a pump in a well of fine water within the

fort, the wounded were not allowed a drop with which to moisten their tongues, and the

first they tasted was on the following morning, when Fanny Ledyard, a niece of the mur-

dered colonel, came, like an angel of mercy, at dawn, with wine, and water, and chocolate.

She approached stealthily, for it was uncertain Avhether the enemy had left. Fortunately,

they had sailed during the night, carrying away about forty of the inhabitants prisoners.
'^

Thus ended the most ignoble and atrocious performance of the enemy during the war, and

the intelligence of it nerved the strong arms of the patriots in the conflict at Yorktown, in

Virginia, a few weeks later, which resulted in the capture of the British army of the South

under Cornwallis.

During the war between the United States and Great Britain, from 1812 to 1815, New
London was several times menaced with invasion by the enemy. In May, 1813, as Com-

modore Decatur, then in command of the United States, with his prize, the Macedonian^

fitted out as an American frigate, was attempting to get to sea, he was chased by a British

squadron under Commodore Hardy, and driven into New London, where he was blockaded

for some time. On one occasion the town and neighborhood were much alarmed on account

of a report that the enemy were about to bombard the place. A considerable military force

was stationed there, and preparations were made to j-epel the invaders. The forts were well

garrisoned with United States troops, and the militia turned out in great numbers. The

enemy, however, did not attempt an attack, and, becoming wearied of watching Decatur,

the British squadron put to sea, soon followed by our gallant commodore. Since that time

no event has disturbed the repose or retarded the progress of New London. The whaling

business, and other commercial pursuits, have poured wealth into its lap, and spread its

pleasant dwellings over more than thrice its ancient area.

The most prominent point of attraction to the visitor at New London is the Groton Mon-

ument, on the eastern side of the Thames, which, standing upon high ground, is a conspic-

uous object from every point of view in the vicinity. I crossed the Thames early on the

His niece, Fanny, menlioned in the text, was from Southold, Long Island, and was then on a visit at the

house of her uncle. The vest worn by Colonel L. on that occasion (as I have already noticed) is preserved

in the cabinet of the Connecticut Historical Society.

' Arnold, in his dispatch to Sir Henry Clinton, gave the imin-ession that the killed were victims of honor-

able strife. Of course he knew better, for his dispatch was written two days after the event, and every cir-

cumstance must have been known by him. Hear him : "I have inclosed a return of the killed and wounded,

by which your excellency will observe that our loss, though very considerable, is short of the enemy's, who

lost most of their officers, among whom was their commander, Colonel Ledyard. Eighty-five men were

found dead in Fort Griswold, and sixty wounded, most of them mortally. Their loss on the opposite side

(New London) must have been considerable, but can not be ascertained."

2 See Arnold's Dispatch to Sir H. Clinton; Gordon, iii., 249 ; Sparks's Life of Arnold ; The Connccti.

cut Journal, 1781 ;
Narrative of Stephen Hempstead. Mr. Hempstead was a soldier in the garrison at the

time of the massacre, and was one of the wounded who were sent down the declivity in the baggage-wagon,

suffered during the night, and experienced the loving kindness of Fanny Ledyard in the morning. His nar-

rative was communicated to the Missouri Republican in 1826, at which time he was a resident of that state.

Mr. Hempstead was a native of New London, and entered the army in 1775. He was at Dorchester during

the siege of Boston, was in the battle of Long Island, and also in the engagement on Harlem Heights, where

he had two of his ribs broken by a grape-shot.
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The Groton Monument. Inscription upon it. Ascent of its Stair-case. View from the Top.

October 12,

1848.

Monument at Ghoton

morning- after my arrival, and ascended to Fort Griswold, now a dilapidated for-

tress, without ordnance or garrison, its embankments breaking the regular outline

of Groton Hill, now called Mount Ledyard.

A little northward of the fort rises a granite

monument, one hundred and twenty-seven feet

high, the foundation-stone of which is one

hundred and thirty feet above tide-water. It

was erected in 1830, in memory of the patri-

ots who fell in the fort in 1781. Its pedes-

tal, twenty-six feet square, rises to the height

of about twenty feet, and upon it is reared an
obelisk which is twenty-two feet square at the

base, and twelve feet at the top. It is as-

cended within by one hundred and sixty-eight

stone steps ; and at the top is a strong iron

railing for the protection of visitors. Marble
tablets with inscriptions are placed upon the

pedestal.' The cost of its erection was eleven

thousand dollars, which amount was raised by a lottery authorized by the state ibr that

purpose.

I paid the tribute-money of a " levy," or York shilling, to a tidy little woman living in the

stone building seen at the right of the monument, which procured for me the ponderous key
of the structure, and, locking myself in, I ascended to the top, with the privilege of gazing

and wondering there as long as I pleased. It was a toilsome journey up that winding stair-

case, for my muscles had scarcely forgotten a similar draught upon their energies at Breed's

Hill ; but I was comforted by the teachings of the new philosophy that the spiral is the

only true ascent to a superior world of light, and beauty, and expansiveness of vision ;^ and
so I found it, for a most magnificent view burst upon the sight as I made the last upward
revolution and stood upon the dizzy height. The broad, cultivated hills and valleys ; the

forests and groves slightly variegated by the pencil of recent frost ; the city and river at my
feet, with their busy men and numerous sails ; the little villages peeping from behind the

hills and woodlands in every direction, and the heaving Sound glittering in the southern hor-

izon, were all basking in the light of the morning sun, whose radiance, from that elevation,

seemed brighter than I had ever seen it. It was a charming scene for the student of na-

ture, and yet more charming for the student of the romance of American history. At the

' This is a view from the southwest angle of old Fort Griswold, looking northeast. The embankments
of the fort are .seen in the foreground ; near the figure is the well, the same mentioned by Mr. Hempstead
in his narrative

; and just beyond this is the old entrance, or sally-port, through which the enemy, under
Bromfield, entered the fort.

^ Over the entrance of the monument is the following inscription :

This Monument
was erected under the patronage of the State of Connecticut, A.D. 1830,

and in the 55th year of the Independence of the U. S. A
,

In memory of the brave Patriots

who fell in the massacre at Fort Griswold, near this spot,

on the 6th of September, A.D. 1781,
when the British under the command of

the traitor Benedict Arnold,

burned the towns of New London and Groton, and spread
desolation and woe throughout this region.

On the south side of the pedestal, toward the fort, on a large tablet, are the names of the eight}'-five per-
sons -who were killed in the fort, over which is the following :

"Zebulon and Naphtali were a people that jeoparded their lives until the death in the high places of the
field.

—

Judges, 5 chap., 18 verse.^'

^ See Swedenborg's Views of the Spiritual World, and Revelations of Davis, the clairvoyant.
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base of the monument were the ruined fortifications where patriot blood flowed in abund-
ance ;

and at a glance might be seen every locality of interest connected with the burning
of New London and the massacre at Groton. Here was Fort Griswold ; there w^ere Fort
Trumbull and the city ; and yonder, dwindling to the stature of a chessman, was the litrht-

house, by whose beacon the arch-traitor and his murderous bands were guided into the harbor.

Let us turn back two centuries, and what do we behold from this lofty observatory ?

The Thames is flowing in the midst of an unbroken forest, its bosom rippled only by the
zephyr, the waterfowl, or the bark canoe. Here and there above the tree tops curls of blue

smoke arise from the wigwams of the savages, and a savory smell of venison and fish comes
up from the Groton shore. Around us spreads the broad fair land known as the Pequot
country, extending from the Nahantic, on the west, to the dominion of the Narragansets
the Pvhode Island line—on the east, and northward it interlocks with that of the Mohegans,
where Uncas, the rebel sachem, afterward bore rule.' On yonder hill, a little southeast from
our point of view, crowned with the stately oak and thick-leaved maple, is the royal resi-

dence of Sassacus, the prince of the Pequots. Haughty and insolent, he scorns every over-

ture of friendship from the whites, and looks with contempt upon the rebellious doings of

Uncas. Near by is his strong fort upon the Mystic Ptiver, and around him stand seven

hundred warriors ready to do his bidding. The English are but a handful, what has he to

fear ? Much, very much !

It is the season of flowers. The white sails of vessels flutter in Narraganset Bay
(now the harbor of Newport), and Captain Mason and seventy-seven well-armed

^^'

men kneel upon their decks in devotion, for it is the morning of the Christian Sabbath. On
Tuesday they land. Miantonomoh, the chief sachem, gives them audience, and a free pass-

port through his country. Nor is this all ; with two hundred of his tribe, Miantonomoh
joins the English on their march of forty miles through the wilderness toward the Mystio
River ; and the brave Niantics and the rebellious Mohegans, led by Uncas, swell the ranks,

until five hundred savage " bowmen and spearmen" are in the train of Captain Mason.
It is a clear moonlight night. Sheltered by huge rocks on the shore of the Mystic sleeps

the little invading army,^ while the unsuspecting Pequots in their fort near by are dancing
and singing, filled with joy, because they have seen the pinnaces of the English sail by with-

out stopping to do them harm, and believe that the Pale-faces dare not come nigh them.
Little do they think that the tiger is already crouching to spring upon his prey ! On that

high hill, upon the right, is the Pequot fort.' It is early dawn, and the little army
j^j,, „g

is pressing on silently up the wooded slope. The Narragansets and Niantics. seized ^637.

'

with fear, are lagging, while the eager English and Mohegans rush up to the attack." All
but a sentinel are in a deep sleep. Too late he cries, ''Owanuxl Oivanux T' " English-

men I Englishmen I" The mounds are scaled ; the entrance is forced ; the palisades are

' Uncas was of the royal blood of the Pequots, and a petty sachem under Sassacus. When the English
first settled in Connecticut, he was in open rebellion against his prince. To save himself and be reven<red
on his adversary, he sought and obtained the alliance of the English, and when the Pequot nation was de-
stroyed, Uncas became the powerful chief of that tribe of Pequots called the Mohegans, from the circum-
stance of their inhabiting the place called Mohegan, now Norwich.
The Pequot country comprised the present towns of Waterford, New London, and Montville, on the west

side of the Thames, and Groton, Stonington, and North Stonington, on the east of that river. Windham,
and a part of Tolland county, on the north, was the Mohegan country.

* These are called Porter^s Rocks, and are situated near Portersville, on the west side of the M)'stic.

They are on the shore, about half a mile south of the residence of Daniel Eldridge.—See Barber's Hist.

Coll. of Conn., p. 313.
^ This hill, eight miles northeast from New London, is known at the present day by the name of Pequot

Hill. It is a spot of much interest, aside from the commanding view obtained from its summit, as the place
where the tirst regular conflict between the English and the natives of New England took place. Such
was the terror which this event infused into the minds of the Indian tribes, that for nearly forty years they
refrained from open war with the whites, and the colonies prospered.

* Sassacus was the terror of the New England coast tribes. A belief that he was in the fort on Pequot
Hill was the cause of the fear which seized the Narragansets. " Sassacus is in the fort ! Sassacus is all

one god !" said Miantonomoh; "nobody can kill him."
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broken down ; the mattings of the wigwams and the dry bushes and logs of the fort are set

on fire, and seven hundred men, women, and children, perish in the flames or by the sword I

It is a dreadful sight, this slaughter of the strong, the beautiful, and the innocent ; and yet,

hear the commander of the assailants impiously exclaiming, " God is above us I He laughs

his enemies and the enemies of the English to scorn, making them as a fiery oven. Thus
does the Lord judge among the heathen, filling the place with dead bodies I'"

From the other fort near the Pequot (Thames), where dwells Sassacus, three hundred
warriors approach with horrid yells and bent bows. But the English are too skillful, and
too strongly armed with pike, and gun, and metal corselet, for those bare-limbed warriors,

and they are scattered like chafl!' by the whirlwind of destruction. The English make their

way to Groton
; and yonder, just in time to receive them, before the remnant of the Pe-

quots can rally and fall upon them, come their vessels around the remote headland. With
a fair breeze, many of the English sail for Saybrook, making the air vocal with hymns of

praise and thanksgiving. Others, with the Narragansets, march through the wilderness to

the Connecticut River, and then, in happy reunion, warriors, soldiers, ministers, and magis-

trates join in a festival of triumph I^

Stately and sullen sits Sassacus in his wigwam on yonder hill, as the remnant of his war-

riors gather around him and relate the sad fortunes of the day. They charge the whole
terrible event to his haughtiness and misconduct, and tearing their hair, and stamping on the

ground, menace him and his with destruction. But hark ! the blast of a trumpet startles

them
;
from the head waters of the Mystic come two hundred armed settlers from Massa-

chusetts and Plymouth to seal the doom of the Pequots. Despair takes possession of Sas-

sacus and his followers, and burning their wigwams and destroying their fort, they flee across

the Pequot River westward, pursued by the English. What terrible destruction is wrought
by the new invaders I Throughout the beautiful country bordering on the Sound wigwams
and corn-fields are destroyed, and helpless men, women, and children are put to the sword.

With Sassacus at their head, the doomed Pequots fly like deer pursued by hounds, and take

shelter in Sasco Swamp, near Fairfield, where they all surrender to the English, except the

chief and a few men who escape to the Mohawks. The final blow is struck which anni-

hilated the once powerful Pequots, and the great Sassacus, the last of his royal race in power
except Uncas, falls by the hand of an assassin, among the people who opened their protect-

ing arms to receive him.^

The dark vision of cruelty melts away ; smiling fields, and laden orchards, and busy towns,

the products of a more enlightened and peaceful Christianity than that of two centuries

back, are around me. Russet corn-fields cover the hill—the royal seat of Sassacus—and in

the bright harbor where the little English pinnaces, filled with bloody men, were just an-

* See Captain Mason's Brief History of the Pequot War, published in Boston in 1736, from which the
principal facts in this narrative are drawn. It makes one shudder to read the blasphemous allusions to the
interposition of God in favor of the English which this narrative contains, as if

"The poor Indian, whose untutor'd mind
Sees God in clouds or hears him in the wind,"

was not an object of the care and Jove of the Deity. Happily, the time is rapidly passing by when men be-
lieve that they are doing God service by slaughtering, maiming, or in the least injuring with vengeful feel-

ings any of his creatures.

^ The English lost only two men killed and sixteen wounded, while the Indians lost nearly six hundred
men and seventy wigwams.

3 The ostensible cause of this destructive war upon the Pequots was the fact that in March of that year
Sassacus, jealous of the English, had sent an expedition against the fort at Saybrook. The fort was attack-

ed, and three soldiers were killed. In April they murdered several men and women at Wethersfield. car-
ried away two girls, and destroyed twenty cows. The English, urged by fear and interest, resolved to chas-
tise them, and terrible indeed was the infliction. " There did not remain a sannup or a squaw, a warrior
or a child of the Pequot name. A nation had disappeared in a day !" The Mohegans, under Uncas then
became the most powerful tribe in that region, and soon afterward, as we have seen, they and the Narra-
gansets, who assisted in the destruction of the Pequots, began a series of long and cruel wars against each
other.
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chored, spreads many a sail of peaceful commerce. The sun is near the meridian ; let us

descend to the earth.

From the monument, after sketching the picture on page 46, I returned to the village of

Groton, on the river bank, and visited the patriarch-ess of the place, Mrs. Anna Bailey, fa-

miliarly known as " Mother Bailey." Her husband. Captain Elijah Bailey, who died a few

weeks previous to my visit, was appointed postmaster of the place by President Jefferson,

and held the office un-

til his death, a lapse of

i'orty years. He was

a lad about seventeen

years old when New
London was burned, and

was in Fort Griswold

just previous to the at-

tack of Colonel Eyre.

Young Bailey and a

man named Williams

were oi'dered by Led-

yard to man a gun at the

advanced redoubt, a lit-

tle southeast of the fort.

They were directed, in

the event of not being

able to maintain their

ground, to retreat to the

related this circumstance to me
remembers every event of the

Mjis. Bau-ey.'

fort. They soon found

it necessary to abandon

their piece. Williams

fled to the fort and got

within ; but young Bai-

ley, stopping to spike the

gun, lost so much time,

that when he knocked

at the gate it was close

Darred, for the enemy

were near. He leaped

over the fence into a

corn-field, and there lay

concealed until the bat-

tle and massacre in the

fort ended. " He was

courting me atthat veiy

time, boy as he was,"

said Mrs. Bailey, who

She was then a girl six weeks older than her lover, and

terrible day." I was agreeably surprised on being intro-

duced to Mrs. Bailey, expecting to find a common, decrepit old woman. She sat reading her

Bible, and received me with a quiet ease of manner, and a pleasant countenance, where,

amid the wrinkles of old age, were lingering traces of youthful beauty. I had been fore-

warned that, if I wished to find any favor in her sight, I must not exhibit the least hue of

Whiggery in politics—a subject which engrosses much of her thoughts and conversation.

Her husband had been a Democrat of the old Jefferson school ; and she possessed locks of

hair, white, sandy, and grizzled, from the heads of Presidents Jackson and Van Buren, and

of Colonel Pvichard M. Johnson, all of whom had honored her house by personal visits.

With such precious mementoes, how could she be other than a Democrat ? Almost the first

words she uttered on my entrance were, " What are Cass's prospects in New York ?" Fore-

warned, forearmed, I summoned to the support of my conscience all the possibilities in his

favor, and told her that Mr. Cass would doubtless be elected President—at any rate, he ought

to be. These words unlocked her kind feelings, and I passed an hour very agreeably with

her. Her mind was active, and she related, in an interesting manner, many reminiscen-

ces of her youth and womanhood, among which was the following, in which she was the

chief heroine. When the British squadron which drove Decatur into the harbor of New
London, in 1813, menaced tlie town with bombardment, the military force that manned the

forts were deficient in flannel for cannon cartridges. All that could be found in New Lon-

don was sent to the forts, and a Mr. Latham, a neighbor of Mrs. Bailey, came to her at Gro-

ton seeking for more. She started out and collected all the little petticoats of children that

she could find in town. " This is not half enough," said Latham, on her return. " You

^ While making this sketch, I remarked to Mrs. Bailey (and with sincerity, too) that I saw in her features

evidence that Captain Bailey was a man of good taste. She immediately comprehended my meaning and

the compliment, and replied, with a coquettish smile, "I was never ashamed of my face, and never mean

to be." She lived happily with her husband for seventy years. Since the above was pat in type, she has

died. Her clothes took fire, and she was burned to death on the 10th of January, 1851, aged about 89.
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shall have mine too," said Mrs. B., as she cut with her scissors the string that fastened it,

and taking it off", gave it to Latham. He vi^as satisfied, and hastening to Fort Trumbull,

that patriotic contribution was soon made into cai'tridges. " It was a heavy new one, but

T didn't care for that," said the old lady, while her blue eyes sparkled at the recollection.

" All I wanted was to see it go through the Englishmen's insides I" Some of Decatur's men
declared that it was a shame to cut that petticoat into cartridge patterns ; they would rather

see it fluttering at the mast-head of the United States or Macedonian^ as an ensign under

which to fight upon the broad ocean I This and other circumstances make Mrs. Bailey a

woman of history ; and, pleading that excuse, I am sure, if she shall be living when this

page shall appear, that she will pardon the liberty I have taken. I told her that the sketch

of her which she allowed me to take was intended for publication.

I recrossed the Thames to New London, and after an early dinner rode down to the light-

house, near which Arnold landed, and made the drawing printed on page 43. Returning

along the beach, I sketched the outlines of Fort Trumbull and vicinity, seen on page 42, and

toward evening strolled through the two principal burial-grounds of the city. In the an-

cient one, situated in the north part of the town, lie the remains of many of the first settlers.

In the other, lying upon a high slope, westward of the center of the city, is a plain monu-

ment of Bishop iSeabury, whose name
is conspicuous in our Revolutionary

annals as that of an unwavering Loy-

alist. I shall have occasion to notice

his abduction from West Chester

county, and imprisonment in Con-

necticut, as well as his general biog-

raphy, when I write of the events at

White Plains.

We will now bid adieu to New
London, not forgetting, however, in

our parting words, to note the fact so honorable to its name and character, that the first

printing-press in Connecticut was established there, according to Barber, forty-five years be-

fore printing was executed in any other place in the colony. Thomas Short, who settled in

New London in 1709, was the printer, and from his press was issued Tlie Saybrook Plat-

form,'' in 1710, said to be the first book printed in the province. Short died in 1711, and

there being no printer in the colony, the Assembly procured Timothy Green, a descendant

of Samuel Green, of Cambridge, the first printer in America, to settle at New London.

Samuel Green, the publisher of the " Connecticut Gazetteer," the oldest newspaper in the

state, is a descendant of this colonial printer.

Business demanding my presence at home, I left New London at ten in the evening, in

the " Knickerbocker," and arrived in New York at nine the following morning.

^ The following is the inscription upon the slab :
" Here lieth the body of Samuel Seabury, D.D., bishop

of Connecticut and Rhode Island, who departed from this transitory scene February 25tb, Anno Domini
1796, in the 68th year of his age, and the 12th of his Episcopal consecration.

" Ingenuous without pride, learned without pedantry, good without severity, he was duly qualified to dis-

charge the duties of the Christian and the bishop. In the pulpit he enforced religion ; in his conduct he

exemplified it. The poor he assisted with his charity ; the ignorant he blessed with his instruction. The
friend of men, he ever designed their good

; the enemy of vice, he ever opposed it. Christian ! dost thou

aspire to happiness? Seabury has shown the way that leads to it."

^ This was a Confession of Faith or Articles of Religion arranged in 1708. Yale College was first es-

tablished at Saybrook, and fifteen commencements were held there. To educate young men of talents and
piety for the ministry was the leading design of the institution. The founders, desirous that the Churches
should have a public standard or Confession of Faith, according to which the instruction of the college should

be conducted, such artieles were arranged and adopted after the commencement at Saybrook in 1708,
and from that circumstance were called the Saybrook Platform. The standards of faith of the Congreo-a-

tional and Presbyterian Churches are substantially the same as the Saybrook Platform.

Bishop Seabury's Monument.'
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CHAPTER III.

"I've <Tazed upon thy golden cloud

Which shades thine emerald sod

;

Thy hills, which Freedom's share hath plow'd,

Which nurse a race that have not bow'd

Their knee to aught but God.

And thou hast gems, ay, living pearls,

And flowers of Eden hue
;

Thy loveliest are thy bright-eyed girls,

or fairy forms and elfin curls.

And smiles like Hermon's dew.

They've hearts, like those they're born to wed,

Too proud to nurse a slave.

They'd scorn to share a monarch's bed.

And sooner lay their angel head

Deep in their humble grave."

Hugh Peters.

'• Ye say they all have pass'd away,

That noble race and brave

;

That their light canoes have vanish'd

From off the crested wave
;

That mid the forests where they warr'd

There rings no hunter's shout

;

But their name is on your waters,

Ye may not wash it out."

Mrs. SiGouRNEY.

O the land of the Narragansets and Wampanoags—^the land of Mas-

sasoit and Philip, of Canonicus and Miantonornoh—the land of Roger

Williams and toleration—the Rhode Island and Providence planta-

tions of colonial times, I next turned my attention. On a clear frosty-

evening, the moon in its wane and the winds hushed, I went up the

Sound in the steam-boat Vanderbilt. We passed through October 19,

the turbulent eddies of Hell Gate at twilight, and as we i^^^-

entered the broader expanse of water beyond Fort Schuyler, heavy

swells, that were upheaved by a gale the day before, came rolling in

from the ocean, and disturbed the anticipated quiet of the evening voy-

age. It was to end at Stonington' at midnight, so I paced the prom-

enade deck in the biting night air to keep off sea-sickness, and was successful. We landed

at Stonington between twelve and one o'clock, where we took cars for Providence, arriving

there at three. Refreshed by a few hours' sleep, and an early breakfast at the " Franklin,"

1 started upon a day's ramble with Mr. Peeks, of Providence, who kindly offered to accom-

pany me to memorable places around that prosperous city. We first visited the most inter-

esting, as well as one of the most ancient, localities connected with the colonial history of

Rhode Island, the rock on which Roger Wilhams first landed upon its shores. It is reached

' Stonington is a thriving town, situated upon an estuary of Long Island Sound, and about midway be-

tween the mouths of the Mystic and Pawcatuc Rivers. It was settled by a few families about 1658. The
first squatter was William Cheeseborough, from Massachusetts, who pitched his tent there in 1649. It has

but little Revolutionary history except what was common to other coast towns, where frequent alarms kept

the people in agitation. It suffered some from bombardment in 1813, by the squadron under Sir Thomas

Hardy, which drove Decatur into the harbor of New London. The enemy was so warmly received, that

Hardy weighed anchor, and made no further attempts upon the coast of Connecticut.

=*^«^-^ &l^
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Roger Williams's Rock. " Water Lots." Proposed Desecration. Arrival of Roger Williams. His Characte r.

from the town by the broad avenue called Power Street, which ex-
^

tends to the high bank of the Seekonk or Pawtucket River, and term- "- .X-

inates almost on a line with the famous rock, some sixty feet above

high water mark. The town is rapidly extending toward the See-

konk, and the hand of improvement was laying out

broad streets near its bank Avhen 1 was there. The

channel of the Seekonk here is narrow, and at low tide

broad flats on either side are left bare. I was inform-

ed that a proposition had been made to dig down the

high banks and fill in the flats to the edge of the chan-
^

^

nel, to make " desirable water lots," the " Roger Will-

iams' Rock" to be in the center of the

public square, though at least thirty feet

below the surface I Mosheim informs us

that when the Jews attempted to rebuild

Jerusalem, in the time

of Julian, the workmen

Landing-place of Roger Williams.'

were prevented from labor by the issuing of fire-balls from the earth with a horrible noise,

and that enterprise, undertaken in opposition to the prophecy of Jesus, was abandoned "'

Should mammon attempt the desecrating labor of covering the time-honored rock on the

shore of old Seekonk, who can tell what indignant protests may not occur ?

Here is a mossy spot upon the patriarch's back ; let us sit down in the warm sunhght

and wind-sheltered nook, and glance at the record.

A few months after the arrival of Wiuthrop and his company at Boston, and before Hooker

and Cotton, afterward eminent ministers in the colony, had sailed from England, there landed

F bruar 5 ^^ Nantaskct an enlightened and ardent Puritan divine, young in years (for he

163L v^ras only thirty-one), but mature in judgment and those enlightened views of true

liberty of conscience, which distinguish the character of modern theological jurisprudence from

the intolerance of the seventeenth century. He was a fugitive from English persecution ;

but his wrongs had not clouded his accurate understanding. In the capacious recesses of his

mind he had resolved the nature of intolerance, and he alone had arrived at the great prin-

ciple which is its sole effectual remedy. He announced his discovery under the simple prop-

osition of sanctity of conscience. The civil magistrate should restrain crime, but never con-

trol opinion ; should punish guilt, but never violate the freedom of the soul.^ This was a

wonderful discovery in modern science ; too wonderful for the hierarchy of England, or the

magistrates and ministers of the Puritan colony of America. They could not comprehend

' This view is on the left bank of the Seekonk, looking south. The point on %A'hich the figure stands is

the famous rock, composed of a mass of dark slate, and rising but little above the water at high tide. The

high banks are seen beyond, and on the extreme left is India Point, with the rail-road bridge near the entrance

of the river into Narraganset Bay.
* Mosheim's Church History (external), part i., chap, i., sec. xiv.

^ Bancroft, i., 367.



OF THE REVOLUTION. 53

Narrow Views of the old Puritans. Zeal of Roger Williams. Disturbance at Salem. WiUiams arraigned for Treason.

its beauty or utility ; and as it had no affinity with their own narrow views of the dignity

of the human soul, they pronounced it heresy, as soon as the discoverer began to make a

practical development of his principles. Yet they perceived, with a yearning affection for

its truth, that it would quench the fires of persecution, abrogate laws making non-conformity

a felony, abolish tithes, and all forced contributions to the maintenance of religion, and pro-

tect all in that freedom of conscience to worship God as the mind should dictate, for which

they had periled their lives and fortunes in the wilderness. Still, its glory was too brilliant

;

it dazzled their vision ; the understanding could not comprehend its beneficent scope ; they

looked upon it with the jealous eye of over-cautiousness, and, true to the impulses of human
nature, what they could not comprehend, they rejected. This great apostle of toleration

and intellectual liberty was Roger. Williams.

The New England Churches had not renounced the use of coercion in religious matters,

and Williams, so soon as his tolerant views were made known, found himself regarded with

suspicion by the civil and religious authorities. Disappointed, yet resolutely determined to

maintain his principles, he withdrew to the settlement at Plymouth, where he remained two

years, and by his charity, virtues, and purity of life, won the hearts of all. The people of

Salem called him to be their minister, a movement which made the court of Boston marvel.

Being an object of jealousy, and now having an oppoi'tunity to speak in the public ear, he

was in perpetual collision with the clergy. The magistrates insisted on the presence of every

man at public worship. Williams reprobated the law. To compel men to unite with those

of a different creed he regarded as an open violation of their natural rights ; to drag to public

worship the irreligious and unwilling seemed only like requiring hypocrisy. This doctrine

alarmed both magistrates and clergy, and they began to denounce Williams. In proportion

to the severity of their opposition his zeal was kindled, and so earnest did he become in en-

forcing his tolerant views, that intolerance and fanaticism marked his own course. He de-

nounced King James as a liar ; declared that the settlers had no right to the lands they oc-

cupied, these belonging to the aborigines ; raised a tumult about the red cross of St. George

in the banner ;a' at last boldly denounced the Churches of New England as anti-

Christian, and actually excommunicated such of his parishioners as held intercourse

with them. The vision of that great mind which saw general principles of righteousness in

a clear light, became clouded in his practical endeavors to bring the power of those princi-

ples to bear upon society. When weak and persecuted, the scope of his vision of intellectual

liberty and Christian charity enr braced the earth ; when in power and strong, it contracted

to the small orbit of his parish at Salem—himself the central sun of light and goodness.

Such is the tendency of all human minds under like circumstances ; and Roger Williams,

great and good as he was, was not an exception.

The magistrates were greatly irritated ; some of Williams's language was construed as

treasonable and schismatic, and he was arraigned before the General Court at Boston on

this charge. There he stood alone in defense of his noble principles; for his congregation,

and even the wife of his bosom, could not justify all his words and acts. Yet he was un-

daunted, and declared himself "ready to be bound, and banished, and even to die in New
England," rather than renounce the truth whose light illuminated his mind and conscience.

He was allowed to speak for himself before the court, and also to dispute upon religious

points with the Reverend Mr. Hooker. Every effort to " reduce him from his errors" was

unavailing, and the court, composed of all the ministers, proceeded to pass sentence October,

of banishment upon him. He was ordered to leave the jurisdiction of the colony ^^•^^•

' The preaching of Williams warmed the zeal of Endicott, then one of the board of military commission-

ers for the eolony, and afterward governor. The banner of the train-bands at Salem had the cross of St.

George worked upon it. Endicott, determining to sweep away every vestige of what he deemed popish or

heathenish superstition, caused the cross to be cut out of the banner. The people raised a tumult, and the

court at Boston, mercifully considering that Endicott's intentions were good, though his act was rash, only

" adjudged him worthy admonition, and to be disabled for one year from bearing any public office."—Sav-

age's Winthrop, i., 158 ;
Moore's Colonial Governors^ i., 353.
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Banishment of Roger Waiiams. Flight to the Seekonk. Landing at Providence. Commencement of a Settlement

within six weeks. He obtained leave to remain until the rigors of winter had passed, but,

continuing active in promoting his peculiar views, the court determined to ship him imme-
diately for England. He was ordered to Boston for the purpose of embarking. He refused

obedience, and, hearing that a warrant had been issued for his arrest, set out, with a few
followers, for the vast unexplored wilds of America, with an ambitious determination to found
a new colony, having for its foundation the sublime doctrine of liberty of conscience in all its

plenitude, and the equality of opinions before the law. In the midst of deep snows and bit-

January, '"§ winds they journeyed toward Narraganset Bay. "For fourteen weeks he was
1636. sorely tossed in a bitter season, not knowing what bread or bed did mean.'" He

describes himself, in a letter to Mason, " as plucked up by the roots, beset with losses, dis-

tractions, miseries, hardships of sea and land, debts and wants." He at last found refuge

and hospitality from the Indian sachem Massasoit, whom he had known at Plymouth ; and
in the spring, under a grant from that sachem, commenced a settlement at Seekonk,'' on the
east side of the Seekonk or Pawtucket River, just within the limits of the Plymouth colony.

Many of the ministers in that colony wrote him friendly letters, for he was personally be-

loved by all. Winslow, who was then governor, wrote a letter to Williams, in which he
claimed Seekonk as a part of the Plymouth domain, and suggested his removal beyond the
jurisdiction of that colony to prevent difficulty. Williams heeded the advice of Winslow,

June 1636
^^^' ^"^^""^ ^ cauoe with five others, paddled down the Seekonk almost to its

mouth, and landed upon the west side of the river, upon the bare rock, delineated
on page 52. He crossed over to the west side of the peninsula, and upon that shore, at the
head of the bay, commenced a new settlement. He obtained from Canonicus and Mianto-
ndmoh, principal chiefs of the Narragansets, a grant of land for the purpose. He named
his new settlement Providence, "in commemoration of God's providence to him in his dis-

tress." " I desired," he said, " it might be for a shelter for persons distressed for conscience."
And so it became, for men of every creed there found perfect freedom of thought. Although
every rood of land belonged to Williams, by right of deed from the Narraganset sachems, not
a foot of it did he reserve for himself He practiced his holy precepts, and " gave away his

lands and other estates to them that he thought most in want, until he gave away all."'

Nor was there any distinction made among the settlers, " whether servants or strangers ;"

each had an equal voice in the affairs of government, and the political foundation of the
settlement was a pure democracy. The Massachusetts people believed that the fugitives

" would have no magistrates," and must necessarily perish 'politically, yet they thrived won-
derfully. The impress of that first system is yet seen upon the political character of Pthode
Island, for " in no state in the world, not even in the agricultural state of Vermont, have
the magistrates so little power, or the representatives of the freemen so much.'" Such was
the planting of the first and only purely democratic colony in America ; and its founder,
though persecuted and contemned, maintained, in the opinion of all good men, that high char-
acter which Cotton Mather and others were constrained to award him, as "one of the most
distinguished men that ever lived, a most pious and heavenly-minded soul."^

The Christian charity of Pt-oger Williams was remarkably displayed soon after his ban-
ishment from Massachusetts. In 1637, when the Pequots were attempting to induce the
Narragansets to join them in a general war upon the whites, and particularly against the

' Massachusetts Historical Collections, i., 276.
2 Seekonk is the Indian name for the wild or black goose with which the waters in that region originally

abounded. The town is the ancient Rehoboth, first settled by William Blackstone, an English non-con-
formist minister, a few months previous to the arrival here of Roger Williams. Blackstone was the first

white man who lived upon the peninsula of Shawmut, where Boston now stands. Williams's plantation was
on the little Seekonk River, the navigable portion of which is really an arm of Narraganset Bay.

Although Williams was the real founder of Rhode Island, Blackstone was the first white settler within
its borders. He had no sympathy with Williams, and continued his allegiance to Massachusetts, though
without its jurisdiction.

^ Backus's History of New England, i., 290.
* Bancroft, i., 380. b Callender's Historical Discourse.
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le set out on a

Williams's Negotiations with the Indians. Ingratitude of the Massachusetts Colony. March of the French Army to Providence.

Massachusetts people. Williams informed the latter of the fact. They solicited his me-

diation, and, forgetting: the many injuries he had received from those who now needed his

favor, he set out on a

stormy

canoe, upon

bay, and through many

dangers repaired to the

cabin of Canonicus. The Roger Williams's Signature.'

Pequots and Narragan-

sets were already assembled in council. The former threatened him with death, yet he re-

mained there three days and nights. " God wonderfully preserved me," he said, " and helped

me to break in pieces the designs of the enemy, and to finish the English league, by many

travels and changes, with the Narragansets and Mohegans against the Pequots." This al-

liance we noticed in the last chapter. Notwithstanding this great service, the Massachu-

setts court would not revoke Williams's sentence of banishment.

Let us now close the volume for a time, and visit other places of historic interest.

Leaving the Seelconk, we walked to the site of the encampment of the French army in

the autumn of 1782, while on its march to Boston for embarkation. It had remained in

Virginia after the battle of Yorktown, in the autumn of 1781, until the summer of 1782,

when it joined Washington and his army on the Hudson. The place of its encampment

there was near Peekskill. The order and discipline of this army, and its uniform respect

for property the soldiers not even taking fruit from the trees without leave—were remark-

able, and on their march northward Rochambeau and his officers received many congratu-

latory addresses.^ The army remained at Peekskill until October, when it commenced its

march for Boston, going by the way of Hartford and Providence. Count de Ro- October 22,

chambeau accompanied it to the latter place, where he took his leave of the troops ^'-~-

and returned to Washington's head-quarters. The army had received orders to sail to the

West Indies in the French fleet of fifteen sail of the line and four frigates, then lying in the

harbor of Boston, in the event of the evacuation of New-York or Charleston by the British.

The Baron de Viomenil was ordered to accompany the troops as commander instead of Ro-

chambeau. The latter, with several other officers, returned from Pvhode Island to Virginia,

and at Norfolk embarked for France.

1 Roger Williams was born in Wales, in 1599, and was educated at Oxford. He became a minister in

the Church of England, but his views of religious liberty made him a non-conformist, and he came to Amer-

ica. Bold in the" annunciation of his tenets respecting the perfect liberty of mind and conscience, he was

banished from Massachusetts, and planted a colony at the head of Narraganset Bay, now the city of Prov-

idence. In 1639 he embraced the doctrines of the Baptists, and being baptized by one of his brethren, he

baptized ten others. Doubts as to the correctness of his principles arose in his mind, and he finally con-

cluded that it would be wrong to perform the rite of baptism without a revelation from Heaven. The

Church which he had formed was accordingly dissolved. He went to England in 1643, as agent for the

colony, and obtained a charter, with which he returned in September, 1 644. This charter was granted on

the 14th of March, and included the shores and islands of Narraganset Bay, west of Plymouth and south of

Massachusetts, and as far as the Pequot River and country, to be known as the Providence Plantations.

He landed at Boston, but was not molested on account of being under sentence of banishment, for he brought

with him recommendatory letters from influential members of Parliament. He went to England agam for

the colony in 1651, where he remained until 1654. He was chosen president of the government on his re-

turn, which office he held until 1657, when Benedict Arnold was appointed. In 1672 he held a dispute

with the Quakers for three days at Newport, of which he wrote an account.* He died in April, 1683, aged

eighty-four years.

- At Philadelphia, a deputation of Quakers waited upon Rochambeau, and one of them, in behalf of the

others, said, " General, it is not on account of thy military qualities that we make thee this visit
;
those we

hold in little esteem ; but thou art the friend of mankind, and thy army conducts itself with the utmost order

and discipline. It is this which induces us to render thee our respects."

* The title of the pamphlet containing the account (which was published in 1676) was, " George Fox digged out of his Burrows."

it being wi-itten asainst Fox and Burrows, two eminent Quakers. An answer to it was published in 1679, entitled "A New En-

gland Fire-brand Qiienrhed."
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The French Troops at Providence. Site of the Encampment. Departure of the French from Boston'.

The French troops arrived at Providence in November, and to give color to the pretext

that they marched eastward to go into winter quarters, made excavations, in which to find

protection from the cold, instead of pitching their tents, as a moving army would do. The
object was to allow the expedition to the West Indies—where a brisk naval warfare was in

progress between the French and British—to remain a secret even to the suspicions of the

English. After remaining about a fortnight at Providence the troops marched toward Bos-

ton, where they arrived early in December.' On the 24th of that month the French fleet

sailed from Boston for St. Domingo, with all the troops except Lauzun's legion, the army
having been in the United States two and a half years.

^

The place of the encampment at Providence is in a field of cold, wet land, rough and

rocky, a mile and a half east-northeast from Market Square in the city. It lies on the

northeast side of Harrington's Lane, at the head of Greene Lane, which latter runs parallel

with Prospect Street. We passed on our way along the brow of Prospect Hill, whence we
had a fine view of the city and surrounding country, including northward the spires of Paw-
tucket, and southward the blue waters of Narraganset Bay. The encampment was on the

western slope of the northern termination of Prospect Plill. Several shallow pits and heaps

of stones, with some charcoal intermingled (the remains of the temporary dwellings of the

French soldiers), are yet to be seen. It was a sheltered position, and favorable for a

winter encampment. The ground is full of small surface springs, which, with the

wash from the cultivated hills above, will soon obliterate every

trace of the encampment.

About a quarter of a mile westward of the camp ground is

the " North Burying-ground," belonging to the city. It has

been beautified within a few years by graveled foot-paths and

carriage-ways, fine vaults, handsome monuments and inclos-

ures. Its location is such that it may be made a beautiful

cemetery, though small. Not far from the south entrance is

a marble monument about nine feet high, erected to the mem-
ory of Stephen Hopkins, for a long time colonial governor of

Rhode Island, and one of the signers of the Declaration of In-

dependence. On the southern side of the obelisk is the name
of Hopkins in large letters. The inscriptions are upon three

sides of the pedestal.'

Hopkins's Monument. I" the northeast part of tlic burial-ground is a granite 6b-

^ Soon after their arrival. Governor John Hancock and the Council gave a public dinner to the command-
ing general, Viomenil, and his officers, and to the commander of the fleet, Vaudreuil, and his officers.

^ The Magnifiquc, a French seventy-four gun ship, one of the fleet, havinsj been lost in Boston Harbor by
accident, Congress, in testimony of their sense of the generosity of the French king, had resolved, more than
three months before (September 3), to present the America, a seventy-four gun ship, to the French minis-
ter, the Chevaher de Luzerne, for the service of his king.—See Journals of Congress, viii., 343.

•* The following are the inscriptions :

North side.—"Sacred to the memory of the illustrious Stephen Hopkins, of Revolutionary fame, at-

tested by his signature to the Declaration of our National Independence. Great in council, from sao-acitv

of mind
;
magnanimous in sentiment, firm in purpose, and good as great, from benevolence of heart, he stood

in the first rank of statesmen and patriots. Self-educated, yet among the most learned of men, his vast

treasury of useful knowledge, his great retentive and reflective powers, combined with his .social nature,

made him the most interesting of companions in private life."

West side.—" His name is engraved on the immortal records of the Revolution, and can never die. His
titles to that distinction are engraved on this monument, reared by the grateful admiration of his native state

in honor of her favorite son."

South side.—Born March 7, 1707. Died July 13, 1785."

A. biography and portrait of this venerated patriot will be found among those of the signers of the Dec-
laration of Independence, in another part of this v^'ork. The fac-simile of his signature here given is a copy
of his autograph in ni}' possession, attached to the commission of Captain Ephraim Wheaton, issued in June,

1761. Mr. Hopkins was then Governor of Rhode Island, and in that capacity signed the instrument. It

is attested by Henry AVard, secretary. Mr. Ward was one of the delegates from Rhode Island to the
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Governor Cooke's Monument. La Fayette's Head-quarters. Roger Williams's Spring.

elisk erected to the memory of Nicholas Cooke, who was Governor of Pv,hode Island from 1775

until 1778, and an active and efficient patriot until his death, which occurred before the in-

dependence of his country was secured by treaty.'

His biography is briefly inscribed upon his mon-

ument in the following words :

'• Nicholas Cooke, born in Providence, Feb-

ruary 3d, 1717; Died September 14th, 1782.

Unanimously elected Governor of Pvhode Island

in 1775, he remained in office during the dark-

est period of the American Pwevolution. lie

merited and won the approbation of his fellow-

citizens, and was honored with the friendship

and confidence of Washington." This is the in-

scription upon the east side, immediately above

which, in raised letters, is the name Cooke. On

the west is the following :

" Hannah Sabine, relict of Nicholas Cooke,

born in Killingly, Connecticut, March 13th,

1722 ,: died in Providence, March 22d, 1792."

This monument is about twenty feet high,

composed of a single block. The sketch of it here given is from the cemetery, looking east-

ward, and includes in the distance the French camp-ground just mentioned. The most re-

mote of the two fields seen between the trees on the right, is the one wherein the remains

of the encampment are to be seen.

On the road leading from the cemetery to the town is a brick building, with a hip-roof,

which La Fayette occupied as head-quarters, while in Providence a short time in 1778.

He had been sent by Washington with two thousand men to assist Sullivan in the siege of

Newport. The house is well preserved, but changed somewhat in its external appearance.

On our way into the town we passed along Benefit Street, on the east side of which, in

a vacant lot, upon the slope of a steep hill, near the mansion of the father of Governor Dorr,

is a living water-fountain, called Roger Williams's Spring. Tradition asserts that here,

in the cool shade of sycamores (of which the huge trees that now overshadow it are the

sprouts), Williams first reposed after his journey, and that here his first tent was pitched, at

twilight, on a beautiful evening in June. It is a pleasant spot now, even with the pent-up

city around it ; it must then have been a delicious resting-place for the weary exile, for be-

low him were the bright waters of the Narraganset, beyond which aro.se the gentle slopes

and more lofty hills of the fair land of Canonicus, his friend and protector.

GovEBNOB Cooke's Monument.

Signature of Stephen Hopkins.

" Stamp Act Congress" in 1765. This sig-

nature of Hopkins exhibits the same tremu-

lousness of hand which is seen in that attach-

ed to the Declaration of Independence, writ-

ten fifteen years afterward, and is a proof, if

evidence were wanting, that it was not the •"

eflect of fear, but "shaking palsy," that

makes the patriot's sign-manual to our Na-

tional Document appear so suspiciously

crooked.
' Mr. Cooke was deputy governor in 1775. When the Assembly, or House of Magistrates of the colony,

voted to raise an army of fifteen hundred men, Joseph Wanton, then the Governor of Rhode Island, his dep-

uty, and others in the government, were opposed to the measure. The people were displeased, yet Wan-

tun, who had been chief magistrate since 1769, was rechosen governor in May ; but, failing to appear and

take the prescribed oath, the Assembly directed that the deputy governor should perform the duties of chief

magistrate. Mr. Cooke became convinced that the warlike measures of the Assembly were correct, and

entered heartily into all their views. Wanton appeared in June, and demanded that the oath of office should

be administered to him, but, as he had not given satisfaction to the Assembly, his request or demand wa:>

not complied with.

IT. E
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Old Tavern in Providence. Its Associations. Destruction of Tea in Market Square. Rhode Island Historical Society.

Within the city, on the east side of Market Square, stands the old tavern, with moss-

grown roof, where many a grave and many a boisterous meeting were held by the freemen

of the Providence Plantations during the Stamp Act excitement, and the earlier years of the

war of the Pvevo-

lution. There the

Sons of Liberty met

and planned their

measures in opposi-

tion to the British

ministry. From
the same balcony

were read the proc-

lamation announc-

ing the accession of

George III. to the

throne in 1760
;

the odious Stamp
Act in 1765 ; the

bill for its repeal in

1766; and the Dec-

laration of Inde-

pendence in 1776.

That balcony seem-

ed to be the forum
Old Tavern in rBOViDENCE.'

of the people ; and

many excited audi-

ences have crowd-

ed Market Square,

in front of it, to

listen to patriotic

speeches.

The people of

Providence, and

particularly the

matrons and maid-

ens, cheerfully ac-

quiesced in the de-

mands made upon

their self-denial by

the non-importation

agreements, and for-

eign tea was dis-

' carded as if it had

been a poisonous

drug.' In 1773,

when it was ascertained that the ships of the East India Company, heavily laden with tea,

were about to sail for America, the people of Providence were among the first to express

their disapprobation ; and on one occasion the town crier, with a drum, patroled the streets

in the evening, announcing that a bonfire of tea would be made in Market Square at ten

o'clock at night, and requesting those who possessed and repudiated the article to cast it

upon the heap. At the appointed hour the square was croM'ded, and the old tavern front

and its neighbors were brilliantly illuminated by the glow of the burning tea, aided by other

combustibles, while shouts long and loud went up as one voice from the multitude. This

was but a prelude to the united and vigorous action of the people when the war notes from

Lexington aroused the country ; and until the close of the contest Providence was a " nest

of rebels against the king."

I concluded the labors and pleasures of the day by making the above sketch, and in the

evening attended, by invitation, a meeting of the Pthode Island Historical Society, over which

Albert Gr. Greene, Esq., presided, the venerable president, John Howland, then ninety-one

years of age, being absent. Their rooms are in a small but convenient building near Brown
University, and contain about five thousand volumes of books and pamphlets, many of them

very rare. The meeting was one of much interest, especially to Pi.hode Islanders, for Pro-

fessor Gammel, of the University, made a verbal communication on the subject of important

inanuscripts concerning the early history of New England, which are in the British colonial

office. He imparted the gratifying intelligence that J. Carter Brown, Esq., of Providence,

' This view is from the market, looking north. The building stands on the east side of the square, and

parallel with its front commences North Main Street. In the yard on the right is a venerable horse-chestnut

tree, standino- between the house and the Roger Williams' Bank. In former times, a balcony extended

across the front. The door that opened upon it is still there, but the balcony is gone. The roof is com-

pletely overgrown with moss, and every appearance of age marks it.

2 On the 12th of June, 1769, twenty-nine young ladies, daughters of the first citizens of Providence, met

under the shade of the sycamores at the Roger Williams' Spring, and there resolved not to drink any more

tea until the duty upon it should be taken off. They then adjourned to the house of one of the company

(Miss Coddino-ton), where they partook of a frugal repast, composed in part of the "delicious Hyperion,"

a tea of domestic manufacture.—See note on page 181, vol. i.
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with an enlightened liberality worthy of all praise, had made arrangements to have all the

manuscripts in question copied at his own expense, under the direction of Mr. Stephens, the

eminent agriculturist, then in Europe.' The manuscripts relate to New England his-

tory, from 1634 to 1720, and consist of more than four hundred pieces, about two

hundred and fifty of which have special reference to the Rhode Island and Providence Plan-

tations. Among them is a minute account of all the transactions relating to Captain Kidd,

the noted pirate. Already two thousand four hundred pages of copies, beautifully written

by one hand, on vellum foolscap, had been forwarded to Mr. Brown, a few of which were

exhibited by Professor Gammel.

Moon and stars were shining brightly when we left the Society's rooms, and afforded a fine

field of view through a large telescope that was standing under the porch of the college.

The professor having it in charge kindly allowed me a glance at our celestial neighbors.

The moon was gibbous, and brilliant as molten silver appeared its ragged edges. Saturn

was visible, but the earth being upon the plane of its rings, they could not be seen. Some

double stars, even of the seventeenth magnitude, were pointed out ; and over the whole field

of view, those distant worlds, that appear like brilliant points to the unaided vision, were

seen glowing in all the beautiful colors of the emerald, the ruby, the sapphire, and the topaz.

While gazing upon them, it seemed to me as if

" Their silver voices in choras I'ang,

And this was the song the bright ones sang :

" Away ! away ! through the wide, wide sky

—

The lair blue fields that before us lie.

Each sun with the worlds that round it roll

;

Each planet poised on her turning pole

;

With her isles of green and her clouds of white,

And her waters that lie like fluid light.

" For the Source of Glory uncovers his face,

And the brightness o'crflows unbounded space

;

And we drink, as we go, the luminous tides,

In our ruddy air and our blooming sides.

Lo ! yonder the living splendors play
;

Away ! on our joj'ous path, away !

" Glide on in your beauty, ye youthful spheres,

To weave the dance that measures the years.

Glide on in the glory and gladness sent

To the farthest wall of the firmament

—

The boundless, visible smile of Him,

To the veil of whose brow our lamps are dim."

Bryant's " Song of the Stars."'

On the morning of the 21st, I procured a sort of pinnace, and a boatman to man- October,

age it, and with a stifF, cold breeze from the northwest, sailed down the Narragan- 1^48.

set Bay' to Gaspee Point, a place famous in our Revolutionary annals as the scene of a dar-

ing act on the part of the people of Pvhode Island. The Point is on the west side of the

bay, about six miles below Providence, and consists, first, of a high jutting bank, and then

a sandy beach stretching into the bay, almost uncovered at low tide, but completely sub-

merged at high water. The bay is here about two miles wide, and the low bare point ex-

tends at least half a mile from the bank, its termination marked by a buoy. The naviga-

tion of this section of the bay is dangerous on account of the sand-bars, and also of sub-

merged rocks, lying just below the surface at low water. Two of them, in the vicinity ol

Field's Point, are marked by strong stone towers about thirty feet high, both of which are

1 Mr. Brown is a son of Nicholas Brown, whose liberal endowment of the college at Providence, and

active influence in its favor, caused the faculty to give his name to the institution. It is called Brown

University.
2 The northern portion of the bay is quite narrow, and from the Pawtuxet to its head is generally called

Providence River.
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above Gaspee Point. The tide was ebbing when we ar-

rived at the Point, and anchoring our vessel, we sought to

reach the shore in its little skifE—a feat of no small diffi-

culty on account of the shallowness of the water. I waited

nearly an hour for the ebbing tide to leave the Point bare,

before making my sketch.

The historical incident alluded to was the burning of the

Gaspee, a British armed schooner, in 1772. She first ap-

peared in the waters of Narraganset Bay in March, having

been dispatched thither by the commissioners of customs at

Boston to prevent infractions of the revenue laws, and to

put a stop to the illicit trade which had been carried on for

a long time at Newport and Providence. Her appearance

disquieted the people, and her interference with the free nav-

igation of the bay irritated them. Deputy-governor Ses-
Stone Tower.

sions, residing at Providence, wrote in behalf of the people there to Governor Wanton' at

Newport, expressing his opinion that the commander of the Gaspee, Lieutenant Dudding-

ton, had no legal warrant for his proceedings. Governor Wanton immediately dispatched

Gaspee Point.^

a written message, by the high sheriff, to Diiddington, in which he required that officer to

produce his commission without delay. This the lieutenant refused to do, and Wanton
made a second demand for his orders. Duddington, apparently shocked at the idea that a

colonial governor should claim the right to control, in any degree, the movement of his maj-

esty's officers, did not reply, but sent Wanton's letters to Admiral Montague at Boston.

' Joseph Wanton was a native of Newport, Rhode Island. He graduated at Harvard in 1751. In 1769

he was elected Governor of Rhode Island, -which office he held by re-election until 1775, when his opposi-

tion to the views of the people, and his neglect to take the oath of office at the proper time, made the As-

sembly declare his place vacant. His deputy, Nicholas Cooke, performed the duties of governor. The con-

fidence of the people in his attachment to American liberty was doubtless shaken by his appointment, under

the great seal of England, to inquire into the affair of the Gaspee. But in that he acted as a conscientious

man, and there was evidently a desire on his part that the incendiaries of that vessel should not be known,

although he labored with apparent zeal to discover them. He was regarded as a Loyalist during the re-

mainder of his life. He died at Newport in 1782.
2 This view is from the bank of the cove just below the Point, looking northeast, showing its appearance

at low water when the clam-fishers are upon it. The buoy is seen beyond the extreme end of the Point on

the right. The bank is about fifteen feet high. In front of Pawtuxet, about a mile above, are the remains

of breast-works, thrown up during the war of 1812. There are also breast-works at Field's Point, two

miles below Providence, where is a flag-staff. There is the quarantine ground.
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That functionary, forgetting that the Governor of Rhode Island was elected to office by the

voice of a i'ree people—that he was the chief magistrate of a colony of free Englishmen, and

not a creature of the crown—wrote an insulting and blustering letter to Governor April 6,

Wanton in defense of Duddington, and in reprehension of his opponents. In it he i^'^"^-

used these insulting words :
" I shall report your two insolent letters to my officer [Dud-

dington] to his majesty's secretaries of state, and leave them to determine what right you

have to demand a sight of all orders I shall give to all officers of my squadron
;
and I would

advise you not to send your sheriff on board the king's ship again on such ridiculous er-

rands." To this letter Governor Wanton wrote a spirited reply. "I am greatly M^yg^

obliged," he said, " for the promise of transmitting ray letters to the secretaries of
^'''^^

state. I am, however, a little shocked at your impolite expression made use of upon that

occasion. In return for this good office, I shall also transmit your letter to the Secretary of

State, and leave to the king and his ministers to determine on which side the charge of in-

solence lies. As to your advice not to send a sheriff on board any of your squadron, please

to know, that I will send the sheriff of this colony at any time, and to any place within the

body of it, as I shall think fit." On the 20th of May, Governor Wanton, pursuant to a

vote of the Assembly, transmitted an account of the matter to the Earl of Hillsborough
;

but, before any reply could be received, the Gaspee became a wreck, under the following

circumstances :

On the 9th of June, 1772, Captain Lindsey left Newport for Providence, in his packet,'

at about noon, the wind blowing from the South.'' The Gaspee, whose commander did not

discriminate between the well-known packets and the strange vessels that came into the

harbor, had often fired upon the former, to compel their masters to take down their colors in

its presence—a haughty marine Gesler, requiring obeisance to its imperial cap. As Cap-

tain Lindsey, on this occasion, kept his colors flying, the Gaspee gave chase, and contin-

ued it as far as Namquit (now Gaspee) Point. The tide was ebbing, but the bar was cov-

ered. As soon as Lindsey doubled the Point, he stood to the westward. Duddington, com-

mander of the Gaspee, eager to overtake the pursued, and ignorant of the extent of the sub-

merged Point from the shore, kept on a straight course, and in a few minutes struck the sand.

The fast ebbing tide soon left his vessel hopelessly grounded. Captain Lindsey arrived at

Providence at sunset, and at once communicated the fact of the grounding of the Gaspee to

Mr. John Brown, one of the leading merchants of that city. Knowing that the schooner

could not be got oft' until flood-tide, after midnight, Brown thought this a good opportunity

to put an end to the vexations caused by her presence. He ordered the preparation of eight

of the largest long-boats in the harbor, to be placed under the general command of Captain

Whipple, one of his most trusty ship-masters ; each boat to have five oars, the row-locks to

be muffled, and the whole put in readiness by half past eight in the evening, at Tenner's

Wharf, near the residence of the late Welcome Arnold. At dusk, a man named Daniel

Pearce passed along the Main Street, beating a drum, and informing the inhabitants that

the Gaspee lay aground on Namquit Point ; that she could not get off until three o'clock in

the morning ; and inviting those who were willing to engage in her destruction to meet at

the house of James Sabine, afterward the residence of Welcome Arnold. The boats left

Providence between ten and eleven o'clock, filled with sixty-four well-armed men, a sea cap-

tain in each boat acting as steersman. They took with them a quantity of round paving-

stones. Between one and two in the morning they reached the Gaspee, when a sen- ju^g 9^

tinel on board hailed them. No answer being returned, Duddington appeared in
^''''^

his shirt on the starboard gunwale, and waving the boats off, fired a pistol at them. This

' This packet was called the Hannah, and sailed between New York and Providence, touching at

Newport.
2 Cooper, in his Naval History, i., 81, says that the Hannah was " favored by a fresh southerly breeze."

The details here given are taken chiefly from a statement by the late Colonel Ephraim Bowen, of Provi-

dence, who was one of the party that attacked the Gaspee. Colonel Bowen says the wind was from the

North. The circumstances of the chase, however, show that it must have been fiom the South.
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discharge was returned by a musket from one of the boats.' Duddington was wounded in

the groin, and carried below. The boats now came alongside the schooner, and the men

boarded her without much opposition, the crew retreating below when their woimded com-

mander was carried down. A medical student among the Americans dressed Duddington's

wound,' and he was carried on shore at Pawtnxet. The schooner's company were ordered

to collect their clothing and leave the vessel, which they did ; and all the eflects of Lieu-

tenant Duddington being carefully placed in one of the American boats to be delivered to

the owner, the Gaspee was set on fire and at dawn blew up.^

On being informed of this event. Governor Wanton issued a proclamation, order-

ing diligent search for persons having a knowledge of the crime, and offering a re-

ward of five hundred dollars " for the disoov-

June 12.

ery of the perpetrators of said villainy, to be

paid immediately upon the conviction of any

one or more of them." Admiral Montague

also made endeavors to discover the incend-

iaries. Afterward the home government of-

fered a reward of five thousand dollars for the

leader, and tAvo thousand five hundred dollars

to any person who would discover the other

parties, with the promise of a pardon should

the informer be an accomplice. A commis-

sion of inquiry, under the great seal of En-

gland, was established, which sat from the

4th until the 22d of January, 1773." It then

adjourned until the 26th of May, when it as-

sembled and sat until the 23d of June. But

not a solitary clew to the identity of the per-

petrators could be obtained, notwithstanding

so many of them were known to the people.^

The price of treachery on the part of any ac-

complice would have been exile from home
and country ; and the proffered reward was

not adequate to such a sacrifice, even though

weak moral principles or strong acquisitive-

ness had been tempted into compliance. The
commissioners closed their labors on the 23d

of June, and further inquiry was not attempted.

Signatures of the Commissioners.

' Thomas Bucklin, a young man about nineteen years of age, fired the musket. He afterward assisted

in dressing the wound which his bullet inflicted.

^ This was Dr. JohnlNIawney. His kindness and attention to Duddington excited the gratitude of that

officer, who offered young Mawney a gold stock-buckle ; that being refused, a silver one was offered and

accepted.
^ The principal actors in this affair were John Brown, Captain Abraham Whipple, John B. Hopkins,

Benjamin Dunn, Dr. John ]\Iawney, Benjamin Page, Joseph Bucklin, Turpin Smith, Ephraim Bowen, and

Captain Joseph Tillmghast. The names were, of course, all kept secret at the time.

* The commission consisted of Governor Joseph Wanton, of Rhode Island
;
Daniel Horsmanden, chief

justice of New York; Frederic Smyth, chief justice of New Jersey; Peter Oliver, chief justice of Massa-

chusetts ; and Robert Auchmuty, judge of the Vice-admiralty Court.

* The drum was publicly beaten ; the sixty-four boldly embarked on the expedition without disguise
;

and it is asserted by Mr. John Howland (still living), that on the morning after the afl^air, a young man,

named Justin Jacobs, paraded on the " Great Bridge," a place of much resort, with Lieutenant Dudding-

ton's gold-laced beaver on his head, detailing the particulars of the transaction to a circle around him.

® See Documentary History of the Destruction of the Gaspee, by the Honorable William R. Staples
;
Prov-

idence, 1845. In a song written at the time, and composed of fifty-eight lines of doggerel verse, is inge-

niously given the history of the affair. It closes with the following allusion to the rewards oflTered

:
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After finishing my sketch of Namquit, or Gaspee Point (page 60), we embarked for Prov-

idence, the wind blowing a gale from the northwest. It was with much difficulty that we

managed our vessel ; and before we reached the harbor we were drenched with the spray

that dashed over the gunwale from the windward. In company with Mr. Weeden I visited

the fine Hbrary of the Athenium Association,' and afterward had the pleasure of a brief in-

terview, at his residence, with the venerable Mr. Howland, president of the Historical So-

ciety. So clear and vigorous was his well-cultivated mind, that I regretted the brevity of

my visit, made necessary by the near approach of the hour of departure of the steam-packet,

in which I was to proceed to Newport. Mr. Howland passed his ninety-first birth-day a

few days before I saw him. He mms a soldier early in the war for independence, having

been drafted as a minute man in the winter of 1775, to go to Newport. He was afterward

attached to the Rhode Island regiment under Colonel Lippincott, and joined the Continental

army under Washington at Kingsbridge, at the upper end of York or Manhattan Island.

He was in the retreat to White Plains in the autumn of 1776, and was engaged in the

skirmish at Chatterton's Hill. He related an amusing circumstance which occurred during

that retreat. While the Americans halted upon Chatterton's Hill, the British, in close pur-

suit, rested, for a short time, upon another eminence close by. An Irishman, one of Colonel

Lippincott's servants, who was called " Daddy Hall," seemed quite uneasy on account of the

presence of the enemy. He had charge of the colonel's horse, and frequently exclaimed,

" What are Ave doing here ? Why do we stop here ? Why don't we go on ? I don't be-

lieve the colonel knows that the red-coated rascals are so near." Paymaster Dexter," seeing

the perturbation of the poor fellow, said, " Daddy Hall, you're afraid ! you're a trembling

coward !" The Milesian's ire was aroused at these words, and looking the paymaster in the

face with a scornful curl of his lips, he said, " Be jabers ! no, Maisther' Dexther, I'm not

afeerd more nor yez be ; but faith ! ye'll find yourself that one good pair of heels is worth

two of hands afore night ; if ye don't, call Daddy Hall a spalpeen." And so he did
;

for

before sunset the Americans were flying before their pursuers, more grateful to heels than

hands for safety.

Mr. Howland accompanied Washington in his retreat across New Jersey, and was in the

division of Cadwallader, at Bristol, which was to go over the Delaware on the night when

Washington crossed that river, and surprised the Hessians at Trenton. The December 2o,

ice prevented ; but they crossed the next day, and were stationed at Crosswicks ^''^^

for a day or two. Mr. Howland was among those at Trenton who were driven across the

Assanpink by the British on the evening of the 2d of January, the night before the
^^^^

battle of Princeton. The bridge across the Assanpink was much crowded, and Mr.

Howland remembers having his arm scratched by one of Washington's spurs as he passed

" Now, for to find these people out.

King George has otfered very stout,

One thousand pounds to find out one

That wounded William Duddina;ton.

One thousand more he says he'll spare.

For those who say the sherift's were.

One thousand more there doth remain

For to find out the leader's name ;

Likewise five hundred pounds per man

For any one of all the clan.

But let him try his utmost skill,

I'm apt to tliuik he never will

Find out any of those hearts of gold,

Though he should ofler fifty-fold."

' Mr. Weetlen was formerly librarian of ihe institution. It is sitviatetl in a handsome building on the east

side of Benefit Street, and contains about five thousand volumes, among which is a copy of the great wori<

on Egypt, arranged under the superintendence of Denon, and pubii.shed by Napoleon at the expense of the

o-overnme'nt of France. This copy belorged to Prince Pohgnac, the minister of Charles X. Many of the

plates were colored by his direction. It is a beautiful copy, bound in morocco.

2 I was informed, after leaving ProviJence, that Mr. Dexter was yet living in the northern part of the

tovra, at tiie age of ninety-two years.
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by the commander in the crowd, who sat upon his white horse at the south end of the

bridge. He performed the dreary night march through the snow toward Princeton, and was
in the battle there on the following morning. His term of service expired while the Amer-
ican army was at Moi*ristown, whither it went from Princeton. From Morristown, himself

and companions made their way on foot, through deep snows, back to Providence, crossing

the Hudson River at King's Ferry (Stony Point), and the Connecticut at Hartford. Gladly

would I have listened until sunset to the narrative of his great experience, but the first bell

of the packet summoned me away.

I left Providence at three o'clock in the Perry, and arrived at Newport, thii'ty miles dis-

tant, at about five, edified on the way by the conversation of the venerable William Cran-

ston, of Attlebury, Massachusetts, then eighty-one years of age, who was a resident of New-
port during the Revolution. The bald appearance of Pk.hode Island, relieved only by or-

chards, which showed like dark tufts of verdure in the distance, with a few wind-mills and

scattered farm-houses, formed a singular and unfavorable feature in the view as we approach-

ed Newport ; while upon small islands and the main land appeai'ed the ruins of forts and

batteries, indicating the military importance of the waters we were navigating. This was

' Rhode Island, the land where the exile sought rest

;

The Eden where wandered the Pilgrim oppress'd.

Thy name be immortal ! here man was made free,

The oppress'd of all nations found refuge in thee.

" There Freedom's broad pinions our fathers unfurld,

An ensign to nations and hope to the world

;

Here both Jew and Gentile have ever enjoy'd

The freedom of conscience in worshiping God."

Arthur A. Ross.

The fair promises of a pleasant morrow, sweetly expressed by a bright moonlight evening,

October 22 werc not realized, for at dawn heavy rain-drops were pattering upon my window,
1848. and the wind was piping with all the zeal of a sudden " sou'easter." I had in-

tended to start early for the neighborhood of Quaker Hill, toward the north end of the island,

the scene of conflict in 1778 ; but the storm frustrated my plans, and I passed the day in

visiting places of interest in the city and its immediate vicinity. The object of greatest at-

traction to the visitor at Newport is the Old Tower, or wind-mill, as it is sometimes called.

It stands within a vacant lot owned by Governor Gibbs, directly in front of his fine old

mansion, which was erected in 1720, and was then one of the finest dwellings in the dolony.

It is a brick building, covered with red cedar. The main object in the picture is a repre-

sentation of the tower as it appeared at the time of my visit. On the right of it is seen

the residence of Governor Gibbs,' surrounded by shade-trees and flowering shrubs in abund-

ance. I passed the stormy morning under its roof; and to the proprietor I am indebted for

much kindness during my visit at Newport, and for valuable suggestions respecting the sin-

gular relic of the past that stands upon his grounds, mute and mysterious as a mummy.
On the subject of its erection history and tradition are silent, and the object of its construc-

tion is alike unknown and conjectural. It is a huge cylinder, composed of unhewn stones

—common granite, slate, sandstone, and pudding-stone—cemented with coarse mortar, made
of the soil on which the structure stands, and shell lime. It rests upon eight round col-

umns, a little more than three feet in diameter, and ten feet high from the ground to the

spring oi" the arches. The wall is three feet thick, and the whole edifice, at the present

time, is twenty-four feet high. The external diameter is twenty-three feet. Governor Gibbs
informed me that, on excavating at the base of one of the pillars, he found the soil about

four feet deep, lying upon a stratum of hard rock, and that the foundation of the column,

which rested upon this rock, was composed of rough-hewn spheres of stone, the lower ones

about four feet in circumference. On the interior, a little above the arches, are small square

' Mr. Gibbs was Governor of Rhode Island in 1819
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niches, in depth about half the thickness of the wall, designed, apparently, to receive floor-

timbers. In several places within, as well as upon the inner surface of some of the columns.

Old Tower at Newpokt.

are patches of stucco, which, like the mortar, is made of coarse sand and shell lime, and as

hard as the stones it covers. Governor Gibbs remembers the appearance of the tower more

than forty years ago, when it was partially covered with the same hard stucco upon its ex-

terior surface. Doubtless it was originally covered within and without with plaster, and

the now rough columns, with mere indications of capitals and bases of the Doric form, were

handsomely wrought, the whole structure exhibiting taste and beauty. During the posses-

sion of Rhode Island by the British, in the Revolution, the tower was more perfect than

now, having a roof, and the walls were three or four feet higher than at present.' The
British used it for an ammunition magazine, and when they evacuated the island, they at-

tempted to demolish the old " mill" by igniting a keg of powder within it I But the strong

walls resisted the Vandals, and the only damage the edifice sustained was the loss of its roof

and two or three feet of its upper masonry. Such is the Old Tower at Newport at the

present time. Its early history is yet unwritten, and may forever remain so.^

' Governor Gibbs showed me a Continental bill of the denomination of five dollars (not signed), which his

son found in a crevice in the tower.

^ There has been much patient investigation, with a great deal of speculation, concerning this ancient ed-

ifice, but no satisfactory conclusion has yet been obtained. Of its existence prior to the English emigration

to America there is now but little doubt ; and it is asserted that the Indians, of whom Mr. Coddington and

other early settlers upon Aquitneck (now Rhode Island) solicited information concerning the structure, had

no tradition respecting its origin. Because it was called a "mill" in some old documents, some have ar-

gued, or, rather, have flippantly asserted, that it was built b}' the early English settlers for a wind-mill.

Thus Mr. Cooper disposes of the matter in his preface to Red Rover. A little patient inquiry would have

given him a different conclusion ; and if the structure is really ante-colonial, and perhaps ante-Columbian,

its history surely is worthy of investigation. That it was converted into and used for a wind-mill by some

of the early settlers of Newport, there is no doubt, for it was easily convertible to such use, although not by

a favorable arrangement. The English settlement upon the island was commenced in 1636, at the north

end, and in 1639 the first house was erected on the site of Newport, by Nicholas Easton. Mention is made
in the colonial records of the erection of a wind-mill by Peter Easton, in 1663, twenty-five years after the

founding of Newport ; and this was evidently the first mill erected there, from the fact that it was consid-

ered of sufficient importance to the colony to induce the General Court to reward Mr. Easton for his en-

terprise, by a grant of a tract of fine land, a mile in length, lying along what is still known as Easton's
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The rain ceased at ten o'clock, and a westerly wind dispersed the clouds, but made the day

unpleasant by its blustering breath. I sketched the house on the corner of Spring and Peck-

Beach. That mill was a wooden .structure, and stood upon the land now occupied by the North Buryinsr-

ground, in the upper suburbs of Newport. The land on which the Old Tower stands once belonged to

Governor Benedict Arnold, and in his will, bearing the date of 1678, forty years after the settlement, he

mentions the " .stone mill," the tower having evidently been used for that purpose. Its form, its great .so-

lidity, and its construction upon columns, forbid tlie idea that it was originally erected for a mill ; and cer-

tainly, if a common wind-mill, made of timber, was so highly esteemed by the people, as we hav3 seen, the

construction of such an edifice, so superior to any dwelling or church in the colony, would have received

special attention from the magistrates, and the historians of the day. And wherefore, for such a purpose,

were the foundation-stones wrought into spheres, and the whole structure stuccoed within and without ?

When, in 1837, the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries of Copenhagen published the result of their

ten years' investigations concerning the discovery of America by the Northmen in the tenth century, in a

volume entitled "Antiquitates Americana," the old "mill" at Newport, the rock inscription at Dighton, in

Massachusetts, and the discovery of skeletons, evidently of a race dilTerent from the Indians,* elicited the

earnest attention of inquirers, as subjects in some way connected with those early discoveries. Dr. Webb
(whom I have mentioned as extending to me his friendly services at the rooms of the Historical Society of

Massachusetts), who was then a resident of Providence, and secretary to the Rhode Island Hi-storical Soci-

ety, opened a correspondence with Charles C. Rafn, the secretary to the Royal Society of Copenhagen.

Dr. Webb employed Mr. Catherwood to make drawings of the "mill," and these, with a particular account

of the structure, he transmitted to Professor Rafn. Here was opened for the society a new field of inquiry,

the products of which were published, with engravings from Mr. Catherwood's drawings. According to

Professor Rafn, the architecture of this building is in the ante-Gothic style, which was common in the north

and west of Europe from the eighth to the twelfth century. "The circular form, the low columns, their

thickness in proportion to their distance from each other, and the entire want of ornament," he says, "all

point out this epoch." He imagines that it was used for a baptistry, and accounts for the absence of build-

ings of a similar character by the abundance of wood in America. The brevity of the sojourn of the North-

men here was doubtless another, and perhaps principal reason, why similar structures were not erected.

The fact that the navigators of Sweden, Norway, and Iceland visited and explored the American coast as

far as the shores of Connecticut, and probably more southerly, during the tenth and eleventh centuries (five

hundred years before the voyages of Columbus), appears to be too well attested to need further notice here.

For the proofs, the reader is referred to the interesting work alluded to, "Antiquitates Americana."

The inscription upon the rock at Dighton has given rise to much speculation and to many theories. The
rock lies upon the east side of Taunton River, between

high and low water marks, so that it is covered- and

exposed at every ebb and flow of the tide. It is an in-

sulated mass of fine-grained granite, or grunstein, ly-

ing northwest and southeast on the sands of the river.

Its length is eleven feet, and its height four and a half

feet. It has a regular surface and nearly smooth,

whereon the inscription is carved. The inscription

presents four parts or divisions, and evidently refers to

a combat. On the left is a figure armed with a bow
and arrow, and may represent an Indian. Next to it

is an inscription composed of Runic or Phoenician char-

acters, doubtless a history of the event there partially

pictured. Further to the right is a vessel, and on the extreme right are two figures, difl^ering from the one

on the left, without bows and arrows, and evidently connected with the vessel. These and the vessel doubt-

less indicate them as V03'a2-ers from a distant land.t Between the figures and the boat are Runic or Phoe-

nician characters. The question arises. By whom was the inscription made ? The Phoenician characters

seem to be proof that those ancient navigators visited the American coast and made this record of combat

* Dr. J. C. V. Smith, of Boston, has written an account of a remarkable stone cemetery, discovered about fifty years ago on

Rainsford Island, in Boston Bay, which contained a skeleton and sword-hilt of iron. Dr. Webb has also published an interesting

account of a skeleton discovered at Fall River, in Massachusetts, on or near which were found a bronze breast-plate, bronze tubes

belonging to a belt, &c., none of which appear to be of Indian, or of comparatively modern European manufacture. Drs. Smith

and Webb both concluded that these skeletons were those of Scandinavian voyagers.

t Kendall, in his Travels, published in 1809, describes this roclc and the inscription, and gives the following Indian tradition :

"Some ages past, a number of white men arrived in the river in a bird [sailing vessel], when the white men took Indians into

the bird as hostages. They took fresh water for their consumption at a neighboring spring, and while procuring it, the Indians

fell upon and murdered some of them. During the affray, thunder and lightning issued from the bird, and frightened the Indians

away. Their hostages, however, escaped." The thunder and lightning spoken of evidently refers to firearms, and, if the tra-

dition is true, the occurrence must have taken place as late as the latter part of the fourteenth century, for gunpowder, for war-

like purposes, was not used in Europe previous to 1350. In a representation of the battle of Cressy (which was fought in 1343)

upon a manuscript Froissart, there are no pictures of firearms, and probably they were not in common use at that time; yet

there is a piece of ordnance at Amberg, in Germany, on which is inscribed the year 1303. Roger Bacon, who died in 1292, was

acquainted with gunpowder, and the Chinese and other Eastern nations were familiar with it long before that time.

IxscRirxioN ON Dighton Rock.
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ham Streets, now owned by Mr. Joshua

Sayre, which was occupied as his city

head-quarters by the petty tyrant, Gen-

eral Prescott, while he M^as in command

of the British troops on P^hode Island.

His acts will be noted presently. About

noon I strolled up to the cemetery in

the northern part of the city, where lie

the remains of a great multitude of the

early inhabitants of Newport. Work-

men were employed in regulating it, by

^^g^j^ placing the old

_,^
'

-:^ grave - stones

upright, and

painting" them

so as to bring

out their half-
Prescott's Head-quakters.

Perry's Monument.

efiaced inscriptions, and in beautifying the grounds in various ways.

There, beneath a broad slab of slate, repose the bodies of John and

William Cranston, father and son, who were governors of Pvhode

Island—the former in 1679, the latter from 1698 to 1726. Near

by is the tomb of William Jefferay, who, tradition says, was one of

the judges of Charles I. It is covered by a large slab of gray-

wacke, ornamented, or, rather, disfigured, at the head, by a repre-

sentation of a skull and cross-bones, below which is a poetic epitaph.

He died January 2d, 1675. On the top of the slope on which a

portion of the cemetery lies, is a granite obelisk, erected to the mem-

ory of Commodore Perry, by the State of Rhode Island, at a cost

of three thousand dollars. It is formed of a single stone, twenty-

three feet in height, standing upon a square pedestal ten feet high,

with the Indians ; and hence some reject the opinion of others that the rock was inscribed by the hand of a

Scandinavian. When we remember that the Phoenicians were for many ages in the undisputed possession

of the traffic of the Baltic, around which clustered the Scandinavian nations, and that Runic, or ancient Ger-

man inscriptions, in Phoenician characters, have been discovered in abundance in all the countries formerly

occupied by these nations, the inference is plainly correct, that the Scandinavians received their alphabet

from the Phoenicians.* In the Journal dcs Dcbats of Paris, a letter was published, dated Copenhagen,

February 5, 1850, in which it is mentioned that Dr. Pierre Andre Munch, professor at the University of

Christina, then in Copenhagen, had just presented to the Society of Northern Antiquaries an extremely cu-

rious manuscript, in a state of excellent preservation, which he discovered and obtained during his voyage,

in 1849, to the Orkney Isles. This manuscript, which the professor refers to the ninth and tenth centuries,

contains several episodes, in the Latin language, on the history of Norway, presentinrr some important facts,

heretofore entirely unknown, which illustrate the obscure ages that in Norway preceded the introduction of.

Christianity. Dr. Munch also presented to the society several fac-similes of Runic inscriptions, which he

discovered in the Orkney Isles and in the north of Scotland. It is probable these discoveries may cast some

light upon the obscure subject under consideration. In the record of the voyages to America of the North-

men, a severe combat with the natives (skrelli7igs) is mentioned, and various circumstances show that in the

vicinity of this inscription the battle occurred. Is it not reasonable to infer that those Scandinavians, ac-

quainted with the Phoenician alphabet, made a record of the battle upon the rock, by a mingling of alpha-

betical characters and pictorial hieroglyphics'? And may not the same people have reared the Old Tower

at Newport, in the vicinity, for a baptistry, with a view of erectintj a church, and making a permanent set-

tlement there ? ^or it must be remembered that at that time those Northern nations were nominal Christians.

The records of their voyasres were compiled by Bishop Thorlack, of Iceland, a srrandson of Snorre,t son of

Gudrida, who was born'inVineland, or Massachusetts, in 1008. The subject is one of great interest, and

worthy of further and more minute inquiries than have yet been made.

* On this point consult Schlegel's fourth lecture on The History of Literature.

t The late Bertel Thorwalsden, tlie greatest sculptor of our time, was a lineal descendant of Snorre.
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'Tonomy Hill. Hubbard's House and Mill. Inscription on Perry's Monument.

having white marble tablets. It is inclosed by an iron railing, and has an imposing ap-

pearance.'

About a mile and a half northward of Newport rises a bold, rocky eminence, called " 'To-

nomy Hill" (the first word being an abbreviation of Miantonomoh), celebrated as the seat

Top OF "J'oNoMY Hill.'

of the Narraganset sachem of that name, and the commanding site of a small fort or re-

doubt during the war of the Revolution. Thitherward I made my way from the old cem-

etery, passing several wind-mills that were working

merrily in the stifi" breeze which swept over the island

from the west. The absence of streams of sufficient

strength to turn water-wheels is the cause of the re-

tention of these ancient mills, which give Rhode Island

an Old England appearance. One of them, standing

near the junction of the main road and the lane lead-

ing up to " 'Tonomy Hill," is a patriarch among the

others, for its sails revolved when the Gaspee lorded

over the waters of the Narraganset. It is invested

with associations of considerable interest. The mill

and the old house near by were owned by a man
named Hubbard. When the British took possession Hubbard's House and Mill.'

' The inscriptions upon the monument are as follows :

East side.—"Oliver Hazard Perry. At the age of 27 years he achieved the victory of Lake Erie,

September 10, 1813."

North side.—" Born in South Kingston, R. I., August 23d, 1785. Died at Port Spain, Trinidad, August
23d, 1819, aged 34 years."

West side.—" His remains were conveyed to his native land in a ship of war, according to a resolution

of Congress, and were here interred, December 4, 1826."

South side " Erected by the State of Rhode Island."

* This view is from the north side of the hill, looking south. The wall appearance is a steep precipice

of huge masses of pudding-stone, composed of pebbles and larger smooth stones, ranging in size from a pea
to a man's head. It is a very singular geological formation. In some places the face is smooth, the stones

aud pebbles appearing as if they had been cut with a knife while in a pasty or semi-fluid state. On the top

of this mound are traces of the breast-works that were thrown up, not high, for the rocks formed a natural

rampart, on all sides but one, against an enemy. Here Miantonomoh had his fort, and here his councils

were held when he planned his expeditions against the Mohegans. The observatory is a strong frame, cov-

ered with lattice-work. On the right is seen the city of Newport in the distance.

^ The house and the mill are covered with shingles instead of clap-boards. This view is from the lane,

looking east. The ocean is seen in the distance, on the left.
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Oppression of the Whigs by Prescott. View from 'Tonomy Hill. Mrs. Hutchinson and Sir Henry Vane.

of Rhode Island, Prescott turned many of the families of the Whigs (and there were but few
others) out of their houses, to take shelter in barns and other coverts, while his soldiers oc-

cupied their comfortable dwellings. Mr. Hubbard and his family were thus driven from

their house, and compelled to live for nearly two years in their mill, while insolent soldiery,

ignorant and vile, occupied their rooms. The family of Mr. Hubbard took possession of the

house on the evening after the evacuation, but all was desolation, the enemy having broken

or carried away every article the family had left there.

'Tonomy Hill is said to be the highest land upon the island, except Quaker Hill, toward

the northern end. On its southern slope is the mansion of Mr. Hazzard, where families

from a distance have a pleasant home during the warm season, while the younger fashion-

ables are sporting at the Ocean House on the shore. On the top of the hill Mr. Hazzard

has erected an observatory, seventy feet high, over a cellar which was dug by the Indians,

and in which is a living spring of water. The hill is two hundred and seventy feet above

the bay, and the top of the observatory commands one of the most beautiful panoramic views

in the world. Stretching away northward was seen Narraganset Bay, broken by islands

and pierced by headlands, and at its remote extremity the spires of Providence were glitter-

ing in the sun. On its western shore were glimpses of Warwick, Greenwich, and Wick-
ford, and on the east were seen Warren and Bristol, and the top of Mount Hope, the throne

of King Philip. On the south and west were the city and harbor of Newport, the island

of Canonicut with its ruined fort, and the smaller islands in the harbor, with the remains

of fortifications. Beyond the city, looking oceanward with a spy-glass over the ramparts of

Fort Adams, was seen the dim outline of Block Island, like a mist lying upon the waters.

There rolled the dark and boundless Atlantic, with no limit but the blue horizon, no object

but a few sails. Turning the glass a little more eastward, there was a faint apparition of

Gayhead, on Martha's Vineyard, and of some of the islands in Buzzard's Bay. The culti-

vated fields of more than one half of Rhode Island, upon which I stood, were spread out like

a map around me, rich in Nature's bounties and historical associations. From our lofty ob-

servatory, let us take a field survey with the open chronicle before us.

We have seen Roger Williams expelled from Massachusetts because of alleged heresy.

The ruler's of that colony had scarcely recovered their equanimity, before similar difficulties

arose from an unexpected quarter. Mrs. Anne Hutchinson, a Lincolnshire lady of good birth,

education, and great energy of character, had been leavened by the tolerant principles of

Williams before he left, and assumed the right to discuss religious dogmas and to detect the

errors of the clergy. A privilege had been granted to hearers, at the end of sermons, to ask

questions " wisely and sparingly." Mrs. Hutchinson put so many searching questions upon

abstruse points in theology, in a manner which convinced the ministers that she well under-

stood the subject, that they were greatly annoyed. She held conferences at her own house

every Sabbath evening, which were fully attended, and her brother-in-law, a minister named
Wheelwright, who was of the same mind with her, drew crowds to his chapel every Sunday.

Henry Vane, a young man of splendid talents, heir to a princely fortune, and son to Charles

the First's chief secretary, had just arrived in the colony, and took up his residence with the

Reverend Mr. Cotton, who treated Mrs. Hutchinson's views with gentleness, if not with

favor. Vane (afterward Sir Henry Vane) was elected governor the following year, and being

imbued with the spirit of toleration, was on terms of intimacy with Mrs. Hutchinson. The
ministers were alarmed ; their churches were thinned, while the chapel of Mr. Wheelwright

could not contain the hundreds that flocked to hear him. A clamor was raised by the old

party of ministers and their friends, and the next year Mr.Winthrop was elected governor,

and Vane soon afterward returned to England.

A general synod of ministers now assembled at Salem, consisting of the preach- August 30.

ers, deputies from the congregations, and magistrates, and after a session of three ^''^^•

weeks, marked by stormy debates, unanimously passed sentence of censure against Mr.Wheel-

wright, Mrs. Hutchinson, and their adherents. Continuing to hold her conferences, Mrs.

Hutchinson was ordered to leave the colony within six months ; and a similar command was
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Persecution of Mrs. Hutehinson and her Friends. Settlement of Rhode Island. Its first Constitution. Royal Charter.

given to Mr. Wheelwright, Mr. Aspinwall, and others. They, like the Tories in the Pv,ev-

olution, were required to deliver up their arras. With their departure ended the Antino-

raian strife in Massachusetts. Wheelwright and his friends went to the banks of the Pis-

cataqua, and founded the town of Exeter at its head waters ; but the larger number of Mrs.

Hutchinson's friends, led by John Clarke and William Coddington, proceeded southward,

designing to make a settlement on Long Island, or with the Swedes on the Delaware. On
their way through the wilderness Roger Williams gave them a hearty welcome, and by his

influence and the name of Henry Vane as their friend, obtained for them from Miantondmoh,

chief of the Narragansets, a gift of the beautiful island of Aquitneck.' A deed signed by

Canonicus and Miantonornoh was given them in March, 1638. Naming the beautiful land

the Isle of Rliodes, because they fancied that it resembled the island of that name in the

eastern Mediterranean, they bound themselves as a community of freemen, by these solemn

words, to found a new state, appealing to the great Searcher of Hearts for aid in the faith-

ful performance of their promises :

" We, whose names are underwritten, do swear solemnly, in the presence of the Great

Jehovah, to incorporate ourselves into a body politic ; and as he shall help us, will submit

our persons, lives, and estates unto the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of

lords, and to all those most perfect laws of his, given us in his most holy word of truth, to

be guided and judged thereby."

This was a simple declaration, but a broad and sure foundation upon which to build a

state. Mr. Clarke and eighteen others began their new settlement at Pocas'set (Ports-

mouth), on the north part of the island ; borrowed the forms of the administration of laws

from the Jews ; elected Coddington "judge in the new Israel," and prospered greatly. Soon

after the arrival of these pioneers, Mrs. Hutchinson, with her children, made her way through

the wilderness to the settlement of Roger Williams, and paddling down the Narraganset in

a canoe, joined her friends on Rhode Island. She had been left a widow, but blessed with

afl"ectionate children. Her powerful mind continued active
;
young men from the neighbor-

ing colony were converted to her doctrines, and so great became her influence that " to the

leaders of Massachusetts it gave cause of suspicion of witchcraft," and they sought to en-

snare her. Rhode Island seemed no longer a place of safe i-efuge for her, and the whole

family removed into the territory of the Dutch, in the neighborhood of Albany. The In-

dians and Keift, the Dutch governor, were then at enmity. The former regarded all white

people as enemies, and Mrs. Hutchinson and her whole family, except one child, were mur-

dered by the savages, and their dwelling burned."

So rapid was the increase of the Rhode Island settlement at Pocasset, that another town

was projected. Newport was founded in 1639. Settled by persecuted men holding the

same liberal views, the republic of Roger Williams at Providence, and that upon Aquitneck,

governed by no other than the Divine laws of the Bible, felt themselves as one political

community, and were so regarded by the other colonies. Under the pretense that the Prov-

idence and Rhode Island Plantations had no charter, and were claimed by Plymouth and

Massachusetts, they were excluded from the confederacy that was formed in 1643. Per-

ceiving the disadvantages of an entire independency of the imperial government, Roger Will-

iams proceeded to England, and in Mai'ch, 1644, through the influence of his personal char-

acter, and of Henry Vane, obtained a free charter of incorporation from Parliament, then

waging a fierce war with King Charles the First. The two plantations were united by it

under the same government, and the signet for the state was ordered to be a " sheafe of ar-

rows," with the motto "Amor vincet omnia"—Love is all jjoiverful.

In 1647, the General Assembly of the several towns met at Portsmouth, and organized

the government by the choice of a president and other officers. They adopted a code of

' This Indian name of Rhode Island is variously spelled : Aquiday, Aquitnet, and Aquitneck. It is a

Narraganset word, signifying peaceable isle.

* Bancroft, i., 388, 393. Wintbrop, i., 296. Callender, Gorton, in Hutchinson's History of Massachu-

setts, i., 73.
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laws by which entire freedom of thought in religious matters, as well as a democracy in

civil aflairs, was guarantied. Churchmen, Roman Catholics, Quakers, were all tolerated
;

and none were excluded from the ballot-box on account of their religious opinions. Conse-

quently, many Quakers settled in Rhode Island, and they have ever formed a large and in-

fluential class of the population.

The two plantations were separated for a brief time, when, in 1651, Mr. Coddington was

appointed by the supreme authority of England, Governor of Rhode Island alone. The peo-

ple, alarmed at the apparent danger of having their freedom abridged by depriving them of

the choice of their own rulers, sent Roger Williams to England, who obtained a revocation

of the appointment. Mr. Coddington retired to private life, the Plantations were reunited,

and from that time until the Revolution they were prosperous and happy, disturbed only by

the alarms produced by King Philip's War, to be noticed presently, and the distant conflicts

with the French and Indians during the first half of the eighteenth century. A charter of

incorporation was obtained in 1663 from Charles II., by which the province was constituted

a body politic, by the name of " The Governor and Company of the Pwhode Island and Prov-

idence Plantations in New England, in America." Under this charter the state has been

governed until the present time. Pvhode Island quietly submitted to the brief usurpation of

Andross, and its charter was undisturbed. On his imprisonment, the people assembled at

Newport, resumed their former charter privileges, and re-elected the officers whom that petty

tyrant had displaced.

The fine harbor of Newport and its healthy location made that place one of the most

important sea-port towns on the American coast ;' and soon after the Pvevolution it was said

that if New York continued to increase as rapidly as it was then growing it would soon rival

Newport in commerce ! The navies of all Europe might safely ride at anchor in its deep

and capacious harbor, and for a long time Newport was regarded as the future commercial

metropolis of the New World. During the wars with the French, English and colonial

privateers made Newport their chief rendezvous. In the course of one year, more

than twenty prizes, some of them of great value, were sent into that harbor.

During all the occurrences preliminary and relative to the Ptevolution, the people of Pthode

Island, thoroughly imbued with the principles of freedom, took a firm stand against British

oppression, and were ever bold in the annunciation and maintenance of their political views.

Indeed, Newport was the scene of the first overt act of popular resistance to royal authority

other than the almost harmless measures of opposition to the Stamp Act in 1765. This

was the destruction of the British armed sloop Liberty, which the commissioners of customs

had sent to Narraganset Bay on an errand similar to that of the Gaspee subsequently.

This vessel was boarded, her cable cut, and having drifted to Goat Island, she was
^^^ ^^^^

there scuttled and set on fire, after her stores and armaments had been thrown

overboard.^

' Dr. Benjamin 3Vaterhouse, in an article published in the Boston InteUiscncer, in 1824, says, "The island

of Rhode Island, from its salubrity and surpassing beauty, before the Revolutionary war so sadly defaced it,

was the chosen resort of the rich and philosophic from nearly all parts of the civilized world. In no spot

of the thirteen, or, rather, twelve colonies, was there concentrated more individual opulence, learning, and

liberal leisure." "In 1769," says Mr. Ross, "Newport rivaled New York in foreifrn and domestic navi-

(ration. The inhabitants of New Haven, New London, &c., depended entirely upon Newport for a market

to supply themselves with foreign goods, and here they found a ready market for the produce of their own

state."—See Historical Discourse by Reverend Arthur A.Ross of Newport : 1838, page 29.

^ A sloop and a brig belonging to Connecticut had been seized and brought into Newport. The wearing

apparel and sword of the captain of the brig were put on board the Liberty, and going for them he was

violently assaulted. As his boat left the sloop a musket and brace of pistols were discharged at him. This

act greatly exasperated the people of Newport. They demanded of Captain Reid. of the Liberty, that the

man who fired on Captain Packwood, of the brig, should be sent ashore. The request was denied, or,

rather, a wrong man was sent each time, until the populace determined not to be trifled with longer. A
number of them went on board, cut her cables, and set her adrift, with the result mentioned in the text.

Her boats were dragged up the Long Wharf, thence to the Parade, through Broad Street, at the head of

which, on the Common, they were burned. The " Newport INIercury," of July 31, 1769, contained this an-

nouncement :
" Last Saturday the sloop Liberty was floated by a high tide, and drifted over to Goat Island,
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The first warlike menace made against Rhode Island was in the autumn of 1775. "We

have already noticed the alacrity with Avhich the people armed and hastened toward Boston

when they received intelligence of the affair at Lexington. Admiral Wallace commanded

a small British fleet in the harbor of Newport during that summer, and the people became

convinced that it was his intention to carry off the live stock from the lower end of the isl-

and, with which to supply the British army at Boston. Accordingly, on a dark night in

September, some of the inhabitants went down and brought off about one thousand sheep

and fifty head of cattle. Three hundred minute men drove up to Newport a large number

more, and Wallace was foiled in his attempts at plunder. Enraged, he threatened the town

with destruction. He laid the people under contributions to supply his fleet with provisions,

and, to enforce the demand, he cut off their supplies of fuel and provisions from the main.

The inhabitants were greatly alarmed, and about one half of them left the town, among

whom were the principal merchants, with their families. By consent of the state govern-

ment and the Continental Congress, a treaty was entered into. The people agreed to supply

October 1 the fleet with beer and fresh provisions, and Wallace removed all restrictions upon

1775.
'

their movements. He then sailed up the bay to Bristol, and demanded from the

inhabitants there three hundred sheep. They refused compliance, and the town was bom-

barded, the assault commencing at about eight o'clock in the evening. The rain
October?.

^^^ pouring in torrents. The house of Governor Bradford, with some others, was

burned, and in the midst of the darkness women and children fled to the open fields, beyond

the reach of the invaders' missiles, where they suffered dreadfully. This Wallace was the

same officer who was afterward sent up the Hudson Pviver to plunder and destroy, laying

Kingston in ashes, and desolating the farms of innocent men because they loved freedom better

than tyranny and misrule.' He was a commissioned pirate in the Narraganset Bay, and

for a month reveled in the wanton destruction of property. Every American vessel that

came into Newport harbor was captured and sent into Boston. He burned and plundered

the dwellings upon the beautiful island of Providence, in the bay ;
and at the close of No-

vember passed over to Canonicut, and destroyed all the buildings near the ferry.

^"^ ^' These outrages aroused the vengeance of the people, and the few Tories upon the island

who favored the marauders were severely dealt with. Washington, then at Boston, sent

General Charles Lee, with some riflemen, to their assistance. Lee arrested all the Tories

he could find, deprived them of their arms, and imposed upon them the severest restrictions.

Wallace maintained possession of the harbor until the spring of 177G. On the 6th of

April, American troops, with two row-galleys, bearing two eighteen pounders each, arrived

from Providence. The British fleet was then anchored about a mile above Newport. Two
eighteen pounders, brought by the provincial troops, Avere planted on shore in view of the

enemy, and without any works to protect them. These, commanded by Captain Elliot, with

the row-galleys, under Captain Grimes, promised Wallace such great and immediate danger,

that he weighed anchor and left the harbor with his Avhole squadron without firing a shot.

Soon afterward, the Glasgow, of twenty-nine guns, came into the harbor and anchored near

Fort Island, having been severely handled in an engagement with Admiral Hopkins oft'

Block Island.'' Colonel Pvichmond, the same evening, ordered several pieces of heavy artil-

and is grounded near the north end, near the place where the pirates were buried. What this prognosti-

cates we leave to the determination of astrologers." The same paper observed, August 7, " Last Monday

evenincr, just after the storm of rain, hail, and lightning, the sloop Liberty, which we mentioned in our last

as having drifted on Goat Island near where the pirates were buried, was discovered to be on fire, and con-

tinued burning for several days, until almost entirely consumed."—See Ross's Discourse.

' See page 388, vol. i.

* This engagement occurred on the same day when Wallace left Newport. Hopkins, with his little fleet,

was on a cruise eastward, having left the Capes of the Delaware in February, visiting the Bermudas, and

was now making his way toward Massachusetts Bay. On the 4th of April (1776) he fell in with a British

schooner on the east e;id of Long Island, and took her. About one in the morning of the 6th he fell in

with the Glasgoip, of twenty-nine" guns and one hundred and fifty men. The American brigantine Cabot,

Captain Hopkins, Junior, and the Columbus, Captain Whipple, raked her as she passed. The American

brig Annadona and sloop Providence were also in the engagement, yet the Glasgow escaped and fled intn



OF THE REVOLUTION. 73

Continued Hostilities in Newport Harlwr. Privateers. Arrival of a large British Force. Conduct of the Enemy.

lery to be brought to bear upon the Glasgow from Brenton's Point, where a slight breast-

work Avas thrown up. On the following morning such a vigorous fire was opened from this

battery upon the Glasgow and another vessel, that they cut their cables and went to sea.

A few days after these events, the British ship of war Scarborough, of twenty

guns and two hundred and twenty-five men, and the Scymetar, of eighteen guns

and one hundred and forty men, came into the harbor with two prize ships, and anchored a

little south of Rose Island. The Americans resolved to attempt the rescue of the prizes.

The Washington galley, Captain Hyers, attacked the Scarborough, and at the same time

Captain Grimes and his meU; of the Spitfire galley, boarded one of the prizes and took it.

The suns upon the North Battery and upon Brenton's Point were well manned, to give aid

if necessary. The Scarborough attempted to recapture her prize, and the other schooner in

her custody tried to get under the protecting wing of that vessel ; but the hot cannonade

from the Washington and the North Battery arrested the progress of both, and the schooner

was captured and sent to Providence. The Scarborough and Scymetar now came to an-

chor between Canonicut, and Pvose Island ; but a battery upon the former, unknown to the

enemy, poured such a shower of well-directed balls upon them, that, finding no safe place in

the harbor, they determined to take refuge in the broad expanse of the ocean. As they passed

out of the harbor, they were terribly galled by a cannonade from Brenton's Point and Castle

Hill.' For eight days War held a festival upon the waters of Newport Harbor, yet in all

that time the Americans did not lose a man, and had only one slightly wounded !

The summer of 1776 was a season of comparative quiet for the people of Pvhode Island.

They were active, however, in fitting out privateers, and in preparations for future inva-

sions.^ Early in the fall intelligence reached them that the British fleet and army, which

had been so roughly received and effectually repulsed at Charleston, in South Carolina, were

on the way to take possession of Pvhode Island. These forces arrived on the 26th of De-

cember, the day on which Washington crossed the Delaware and accomplished his brilliant

achievement at Trenton. The squadron was commanded by Sir Peter Parker, and the land

forces, consisting of about an equal number of British and Hessians, in all between eight and

ten thousand men, were commanded by General Clinton and Earl Percy. The squadron

sailed up on the west side of Canonicut, crossed the bay at the north point of the island,

and landed the troops in Middletown, about four and a half miles above Newport. They

were encamped upon the southern slope of two hills (Gould's and Winter's), except a few

who landed at Coddington's Cove and marched into Newport. When the enemy entered

the harbor, there were two Pvhode Island frigates (the Warren and Providence) and several

privateers at anchor. These, with the weak land force, were insufficient to make a success-

ful resistance, and the island was left at the mercy of the invaders.' The American frig-

ates and privateers fled up the bay to Providence, whence, taking advantage of a northeast

gale, and eluduig the vigilance of the blockading squadron, they escaped, and went to sea.

A system of general plunder of the inhabitants was immediately commenced by the troops,

and, after one week's encampment, the British soldiers were unceremoniously quartered in

the houses of the inhabitants, from ten to forty in each, according to the size and conven-

ience of the edifice. The beautiful Aquitneck, or Isle of Peace, soon became the theater

of discord, misery, and desolation.

Newport Harbor, whither Hopkins thought it not prudent to follow. Of the American navy of the Revo-

Uition and its operations in general I .shall write hereafter.

' These localities will be better understood by reference to the map of Narraganset Bay on page 80.

'^ These privateers captured about seventy-five prizes (some of them very valuable) during the season,

and sent them to Providence, New London, and one or two other ports.

' On hearing of the approach of the enemy, the people of the island drove large quantities of sheep and

cattle from it, crossing to the main at Rowland's Ferrv.

II. F
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CHAPTER IV.

" The winds of March o'er Narraganset's Bay-

Move in their strength ; the waves with loam are white :

O'er Seekonks tide the waving branches play

;

The w'inds roar o'er resounding plain and height.

'Twixt sailing clouds, the .sun's inconstant ray

But glances on the scene, then fades from sight.

The frequent showers dash from the passing clouds-,

The hills are peeping through their wintery shrouds."

Durfee's "What Cheer?"

EAR after year the free dwellers upon Rhode Island had beheld a scene like

that described by the poet, and more cruel wintery storms, piling their huge

snow-drifts, had howled around their dwellings, but never in their history had

the March winds and April floods appeared to them so cheerless and mourn-

ful as in the spring of 1777. They had cheerfully brooked all the suflerings

attendant upon a new settlement, and gladly breasted the tempest on land or

sea in pursuit of wealth or social enjoyment, while freedom was their daily

companion and solace : but now the oppressor was in their midst ; his iron

iieel was upon their necks ; their wives and daughters were exposed to the low ribaldry,

profanity, and insults of an ignorant and brutal soldiery ; their peaceful dwellings were made
noisy barracks ; their beautiful shade-trees, pleasant groves, and broad forests were destroyed,

and the huge right arm of general plunder was plying its strength incessantly. Enslaved

and impoverished, the bright sun and wai'm south winds, harbingers of on-coming summer
and the joyous season of flowers, brought no solace to them, but were rather a mockery. At

home all was desolation ; abroad all was doubt and gloom.

Early in May the British troops left the houses of the inhabitants and returned to

their camp. This was some relief, yet plunder and insolence were rife. General

Clinton, with nearly half of the invading army, soon afterward left the island for New York,

and the command of those who remained to hold possession devolved upon Brigadier-general

Prescott, infamous in the annals of that war as one of the meanest of petty tyrants when in

power, and of dastards when in danger. He had been nurtured in the lap of aristocracy,

and taught all its exclusive precepts. Possessing a narrow mind, utterly untutored by be-

nevolence or charity ; a judgment perverse in the extreme ; a heart callous to the most

touching appeals of sympathy, but tender when avarice half opened its lips to plead, he was
a most unfit commander of a military guard over people like those of Rhode Island, who
could appreciate courtesy, and who might be more easily conqvxered by kindness than by the

bayonet. He was a tyrant at heart, and, having the opportunity, he exercised a tyrant's

doubtful prerogatives.'

^ Mr. Ross, in his Historical Discourse, mentions several circumstances illustrative of Prescott's tyranny.

His habit while walking the streets, if he saw any of the inhabitants conversing together, was to shake his

cane at them, and say, '"Disperse, ye rebels!" He was also in the habit, when he met citizens in the

streets, of con manding them to take off their hats, and unless the order was instantly complied with, it was
enforced by a rap of his cane. One evening, as he was passing out of town to his country quarters, he

overtook a Quaker, who d.d not doff iiis hat. 1 he general, who was on horseback, dashed up to him, pressed

him against a stone wall, knocked off hiS hat, and then put him under guard. Prescott caased many citi-

zens of Newport to be imprisoned, some of them for months, without any assigned reason. Among others

thus deprived of liberty, was William Tripp, a very respectable citizen. He had a large and interesting

family, but the tyrant would not allow him to hold any communication with them, either written or verbal.
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Incensed by the conduct of Prescott, the inhabitants devised several schemes to rid them-

selves of the oppressor. None promised success,

and it was reserved for Lieutenant- colonel Bar-

ton, of Providence,' to conceive and execute one

of the boldest and most hazardous enterprises un-

dertaken during the war. It was accomplished on

the night of the 10th of July, 1777. At that time

General Prescott was quartered at the house of a

Quaker named Overing, about five miles above

Newport, on the west road leading to the ferry, at

the north part of the island. Barton's plan was to

cross Narragansct Bay from the main, seize Pres-

cott, and carry him to the American camp. It was

a very hazardous undertaking, for at that time there

were three British frigates, with their guard-boats,

lying east of Prudence Island, and almost in front

of Prescott's quarters. With a few chosen men.

Colonel Barton embarked in four whale-boats, with

muffled oars, at Warwick Point, at nine o'clock in

the evening, and passed unobserved over to Rhode

Island, between the islands of Prudence and Pa-•^rV3 ^^^^^^

The first intelligence he received from them was by a letter, baked in a loaf of bread, which was sent to him

by his wife. In this way a correspondence was kept np during his confinement of many months. During

his incarceration, his wife sought an audience with the general to intercede for the liberty of her husband,

or to obtain a personal interview with him. She applied to a Captain Savage, through whom alone an in-

terview with the general could be obtained. She was directed to call the following day, when the savage

bv name and nature, echoing his master's words, roughly denied her petition for an interview with the gen-

eral, and with fiendish exultation informed her, as he shut the door violently in her face, that he expected her

husband would be hung as a rebel in less than a week

!

I was informed that when Prescott took possession of his town quarters, he had a fine sidewalk made

for his accommodation some distance alonij Pelham and up Spring Street, for which purpose he took the

door-steps belonging to other dwellings. The morning after the evacuation, the owners of the steps hast-

ened to Prescott's quarters, each to claim his door-stone. It was an exciting scene, for sometimes two or

three persons, not positive in their identification, claimed the same stone. Prescott's fine promenade soon

disappeared, and like Miss Davidson's

"Forty old bachelors, some younger, some older,

Each carrying a maiden home on his shoulder,"

the worthy citizens of Newport bore off" their long-abased door-steps.

' William Barton was a native of Providence, Rhode Island. He was appointed to the rank of lieutenant

colonel in the militia of his state, and held that position when he planned and executed the expedition for the

abduction of General Prescott. For that service Congress honored him by the presentation of a sword, and

also by a grant of land in Vermont. By the transfer of some of this land he became entangled in the toils

of the law, and was imprisoned for debt in Vermont for many years, until the visit of La Fayette to this

country in 1825. That illustrious man, hearing of the incarceration of Colonel Barton and its cause, liqui-

dated the claim against him, and restored his fellow-soldier to liberty. It was a noble act, and significantly

rebuked the Shylock who held the patriot in bondage, and clamored for "the pound of flesh." This cir-

cumstance drew from Whittier his glorious poem, The Prisoner for Debt, in which he exclaims,

"What has the gray-hair'd prisoner done?

Has murder stain'd his hands with gore ?

' Not so ; his crime's a fouler one :

God made the old man poor.

For this he shares a felon's cell.

The fittest earthly type of hell

!

For this, the boon for which he pour'd

His young blood on tlie invader's sword,

And counted light the fearful cost

—

His blood-gain'd Uberty is lost.

Down with the law that binds him thus !

Unworthy freemen, let it find

No refuge from the withering curse

Of God and human kind

!
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tience.' They heard

the cry, " All's well I"

from the guard-boats

of the enemy, as they

passed silently and

unobserved, and land-

ed in Coddington's

Cove, at the mouth

of a small stream

which passed by the

quarters of Prescott.

Barton divided his

men into several

squads, assigning to

each its duty and sta-

tion, and then, with

the strictest order and

profound silence, they

advanced toward the

house. The main

portion of the expe-

dition passed about

midway between a

British guard -house

and the encampment

of a company of light

horse, while the re-

mainder was to make a circuitous route to approach Prescott's

quarters from the rear, and secure the doors. As Barton and his

men approached the gate, a sentinel hailed them twice, and then

demanded the countersign. " We have no countersign to give,"

Barton said, and quickly added, " Have you seen any deserters here

to-night ?" The sentinel was misled by this question, supposingPeescott's Head-quaeters.'

Open the prisoner's living tomb,

And usher from its brooding gloom

The victims of your savage code

To the free sun and air of God !

No longer dare, as crime, to brand

The chastening of the Almighty's hand !"

Colonel Barton was wounded in the action at Bristol Ferry in 1778, and was disabled from further service

during the war. He died at Providence in 1831, aged eighty-four years. The portrait here given is from

a painting of him executed soon after the close of the Revolution, and now in possession of his son, John B.

Barton, Esq., of Providence, who kindly allowed me to make a copy.

' Mr. Barton, by request, furnished me with the following list of the names of those who accompanied

his father on the perilous expedition :

Officers.—Andrew Stanton, Eleazer Adams, Samuel Potter, John Wilcox.

NoN-coMMissioNED OFFICERS.—Joshua Babcock and Samuel Phillips.

Privates.—Benjamin Pren, James Potter, Henry Fisher, James Parker, Joseph Guild, Nathan Smith,

Isaac Brown, Billington Crumb, James Haines, Samuel Apis, Alderman Crank, Oliver Simmons, Jack Sher-

man, Joel Briggs, Clark Packard, Samuel Cory, James Weaver, Clark Crandall, Sampson George, Joseph

Ralph, JedcdiairGrenale, Richard Hare, Darius"Wale, Joseph Denis, William Brufl; Charles Hasselt, Thomas

Wilcox, Pardon Cory, Jeremiah Thomas, John Hunt, Thomas Austin, Daniel Page (a Narraganset Indian),

Jack Sisson* (black), and Howe, or Whiting, boat-steerer.

- This house is on the east side of the west road, about a mile from the bay. The view is from the road

where the small stream crosses, after leaving the pond seen in the picture. It is a beautiful summer resi-

* In Allen's American Biography, the name of the black man is written Prince, and he says that he died at Plymouth in 1821,

sed seventj'-eight years. The uv.mc given by M;-. Barton must be correct, for he has the original paper of his fatlier.



OF THE REVOLUTION. 77

Entrance to Prescott's Room. Seizure of the General and his Aid-decamp. Barton rewarded by Congress.

them to be friends, and was not undeceived until his musket was seized, and himself bound and

menaced with instant death if he made any noise. The doors had been secured by the division

from the rear, and Barton entered the front passage boldly. Mr. Overton sat alone, reading,

the rest of the family being in bed. Barton inquired for General Prescott's room. Overton

pointed upward, signifying that it was directly over the^room in which they were standing.

With four strong men, and Sisson, a powerful negro who accompanied them, Barton ascended

the stairs and gently tried the door. It was locked ; no lime was to be lost in parleying
;
the

negro drew back a couple of paces, and using his head for a battering-ram, burst open the

door at the first effort. The general, supposing the intruders to be robbers, sprang from his

bed, and seized his gold Avatch that was hanging upon the wall. Barton placed his hand

gently upon the general's shoulder, told him he was his prisoner, and that perfect silence was

now his only safety. Prescott begged time to dress, but it being a hot July night, and time

precious. Barton refused acquiescence, feeling that it would not be cruel to take him across

the bay, where he could make his toilet with more care, at his leisure. So, throwing his

cloak around him, and placing him between two armed men, the prisoner was hurried to the

shore. In the mean time, Major Barrington, Prescott's aid, hearing the noise in the gen-

eral's room, leaped from a window to escape, but M^as captured. He and the sentinel were

stationed in the center of the party. At about midnight captors and prisoners landed at

Warwick Point, where General Prescott first broke the silence by saying to Colonel Barton.

" Sir, you have made a bold push to-night." " We have been fortunate," coolly replied

Barton. Captain Elliot was there with a coach to convey the prisoners to Providence,

where they arrived at sunrise. Prescott was kindly treated by General Spencer and j„iy n,

other officers, and in the course of a few days was sent to the head-quarters of ^"'•

Washington, at New Windsor, on the Hudson. On his way the scene occurred in the Al-

den Tavern at Lebanon, mentioned on page 35. Prescott was exchanged for General

Charles Lee' in April following, and soon afterward resumed his command of the Brit-

ish troops on Pvhode Island. This was the same Prescott who treated Colonel Ethan

Allen so cruelly when that officer was taken prisoner near Montreal in the autumn of 1775.

On account of the bravery displayed and the importance of the service in this expedition,

Congress, having a "just sense of the gallant behavior of Lieutenant-colonel Barton, and the

brave officers and men of his party, who distinguished their valor and address in making

prisoner of Major-general Prescott, of the British army, and Major William Barrington, his

aid-de-camp,"' voted Barton an elegant sword; and on the 24th of December fol- juiy2.5,

lowing, he was promoted to the rank and pay of colonel in the Continental army.^
^"''

General Sullivan was appointed to the command of the American troops in Rhode Island

in the spring of 1778, at about the time when Prescott resumed his command of the ene-

my's forces. The latter, incensed and mortified by his capture and imprisonment, determ-

ined to gratify his thirst for revenge. Under pretense of an anticipated attack upon the isl-

and, he sent a detachment of five hundred men up the bay on the 24th of May, to de-

stroy the American boats and other property that fell in their way. At daylight the

next morning they landed between Warren and Bristol, and proceeded in two divisions to

execute their orders. One party, who proceeded to the Kickemuet Pviver, destroyed seventy

flat-bottomed boats and a state galley ; the other burned the meeting-house and a number

of dwellings at Warren, and plundered and abused the inhabitants in various ways. The

females were robbed of their shoe-buckles, finger-rings, and other valuables, and live stock

were driven away for the use of the British army. They then proceeded to Bristol, and fired

tlence, the grounds around it being finely shaded by willows, elms, and sycamores. The present occupant

kindly showed me the room in which Prescott was lying at the time of his capture. It is on the second

floor, at the southwest corner of the house, or on the right as seen in the engraving. It is a well-built

frame house, and was probably then the most spacious mansion on the i.sland out of Newport.
' General Lee had been captured at Baskingridge, in New Jersey, in December, 1776, while passing

from the Hudson to join Washington on the Delaware.
^ Journals of Congress, iii., 241.

"^ Ibid., 459.



PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Predatory Excursions. French Fleet for America. Count d'Estaing. France and England. Excitement in Parliament.

the Episcopal church (mistaking it for a dissenters' meeting-house), burned twenty-two dwell-

ings, and carried ofi' considerable plunder. A few days afterward, another marauding party

of a hundred and fifty burned the mills at Tiverton, and attempted to set fire to and plunder

the town, but a resolute band of twenty-five men kept them at bay, effectually disputing their

passage acro.ss the bridge. Satisfied with this great display of prowess and vengeance, Pres-

cott refrained from further hostile movements, until called upon to defend himself against the

combined attacks of an American army and a French fleet.

I have noticed on pages 86 and 87, vol. i., the treaty of alliance and commerce concluded

between the United States and France on the 6th of

February, 1778.' Pursuant to the stipulations of that

treaty, a French squadron for the American service

was fitted out at Toulon, consisting of twelve ships of

the line, and four frigates of superior size. Count

d'Estaing, a brave and successful naval officer, was

appointed to the command, and on the 13th of

April the fleet sailed for America. Silas Deane,

one of the American commissioners, and M. Gerard,

the first appointed French minister to the United

States, came passengers in the Languedoc, D'Estaing's

flag-ship. Authentic information of the sailing of this

expedition reached the British cabinet on the

4th of May. Some of the ministers being out

of town, a cabinet council was not held until the 6th,

when it was determined speedily to dispatch a power-

ful squadron, then at Portsmouth, to America. On
the 20th, Admirals Byron and Hyde Parker, with

twenty-two ships of the line, weighed anchor. Doubtful of the destination of D'Estaing, and

not knowing that Deane and Gerard were with him, ministers countermanded the order for

sailing, and the squadron, overtaken by an express, returned to Plymouth, where it remained

until the 5th of June, when it again sailed under the command of Admiral Byron alone.'

The conduct of the French government, in thus openly giving aid, by treaty and arms,

to the revolted colonies, aroused the ire, not only of ministers, but of the people of Great

Britain, in whose bosoms the embers of ancient feuds were not wholly extinct. In Parlia-

ment, which was just on the eve of adjournment, ministers moved an appropriate address to

the king. The opposition proposed an amendment requesting his majesty to dismiss the

ministry I A furious debate arose, but the original address was carried by a majority of two

hundred and sixty-three against one hundred and thirteen in the Commons, and an equally

' The French envoy, De Noailles (uncle of La Fayette's wife), delivered a rescript to Lord Weymouth
on the 17th of March, in which he informed the British court of the treaty. While in it he professed in the

name of the government a desire to maintain amicable relations with Great Britain, and declared that the

"court of London" would find in his communication " new proofs of his majesty's [Louis XVI.] constant

and sincere disposition for peace," he plainly warned it that his sovereign, "being determined to protect

effectually the lawful commerce of his subjects, and to maintain the dignity of his flag, had, in consequence,

taken effectual measures, in concert with the Thirteen United and Independent States of America." This

note greatly incensed the British ministry, for they considered it more than half ironical in language, and
intentionally insulting in spirit. Orders were issued for the seizure of all French vessels in English ports.

A similar order was issued by the French government. War thus actually commenced between the two
nations, though not formally declared.

^ Charles Henry Count d'Estaing was a native of Auvergne, in France. He was under the famous Count

Lally, governor general of the French possessions in the East Indies, in 1756. He was taken prisoner by

the English, but escaped by breaking his parole. He was commander at the taking of Grenada after his

services in America. He became a member of the Assembly of Notables in the French Revolution, and,

being suspected of unfriendliness to the Terrorists, was guillotined on the 29th of April, 1793.
' Admiral Byron carried with him to Earl Howe, the naval commander on the American coast, a permit

for that officer to return to England, pursuant to his own urgent request. Byron became his successor in

the chief command.
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decided majority in the Upper House. Parliament soon afterward adjourned, and did not

meet again until November, when the king, in his speech at the opening, directed the atten-

tion of the Legislature to the conduct of France. After speaking of the good faith of Great

Britain, and the quiet tlien prevailing in Europe, he said, " In a time of profound peace,

without pretense of provocation or color of complaint, the court of France hath not forborne

to disturb the public tranquillity, in violation of the faith of treaties and the general rights

of sovereigns ; at first by the clandestine supply of arms and other aid to my revolted sub-

jects in North America ; afterward by avowing openly their support, and entering into formal

engagements with the leaders of the rebellion ; and at length by committing open hostilities

and depredations on my faithful subjects, and by an actual invasion of my dominions in

America and the West Indies." He alluded to the want of success in America, the means
that had been put forth to suppress the rebellion, the complete failure of the commissioners

to conclude a peace, and the evident preparations for hostilities which Spain was making.

He closed his address by calling upon Parliament to put forth their utmost energies which
the crisis demanded, assuring them that his cordial co-operation would always be extended,

and informed them that he had called out the militia for the defense of the country. In

fact, the king carefully avoided casting censure upon ministers for the late miscarriages in

America, and, by implication, fixed the blame upon the commanders in that service. The
address was warmly opposed in both houses, and in the Commons the king was accused of

falsehood—uttering " a false, unjust, and illiberal slander on the commanders in the service

of the crown ; loading them with a censure which ought to fall on ministers alone." Yet
ministers were still supported by pretty large majorities in both houses, while the war-spirit,

renewed by the French alliance, was hourly increasing among the multitude without.'

After a voyage of eighty-seven days, the French squadron arrived on the coast,

and anchored at the entrance of Delaware Bay. Howe, with his fleet, had, for-
"^

•

'

tunately for himself, left the Delaware a few days before, and was anchored ofl' Sandy Hook,
to co-operate with the British land forces under Clinton, then proceeding from Philadelphia

to New York.^ On learning this fact, Deane and Gerard proceeded immediately up the

Delaware to Philadelphia, where Congress was then in session.^ After communicatino- with

that body, D'Estaing weighed anchor and sailed for Sandy Hook. Howe was within the

Hook, in Ftaritan or Amboy Bay,' whither D'Estaing could not with safety attempt to follow

him with his large vessels, on account of a sand-bar extending to Staten Island from Sandv
Hook.^ He anchored near the Jersey shore, not far from the mouth of the Shrewsbury
River.

On the 22d of July, D'Estaing sailed with his squadron, at the urgent request of

Washington, to co-operate with General Sullivan, then preparing to make an attempt ^'^"

' Lossing's " 1776," p. 274.
* It was during this progress of the British army toward iN^ew York that the Americans, under the imme-

diate command of Washington, pursued and overtook them near Monmouth court-house, in New Jersey
where a severe battle occurred on the 28th of June, 1778.

^ Congress had sat at York, in Pennsylvania, from the time of the entrance of the British into Philadel-
phia in the autumn of 1777, until the 30th of June, 1778, after the evacuation of that city by the enemv
under Clinton.

* Howe's fleet consisted of only six 64 gun ships, three of 50, and two of 40, with some frigates and
sloops. Several of D'Estaing's ships were of great bulk and weight of metal, one carryino- 90, another 80.
and six 74 guns each. Had D'Estaing arrived a little sooner, and caught Howe's fleet in the Delaware he
might easily have captured or destroyed it ; and doubtless the land forces of the enemy would have shared
the fate of those under Burgoyne at Saratoga.

^ Sandy Hook, in form and extent, has been greatly changed since the time in question. Accordin"- to a

map, in my possession, of the State of New York, published under the direction of Governor Tryon, in 1779.
Sandy Hook was a low point, extending northward from the Highlands of Neversink or Navesink. The
sandy bar on which the O^ean House, at the mouth of the Neversink River, now stands, forming a sound
many miles in extent, was not then in existence

;
and it was not until the sea made a breach across the nect

of Sandy Hook in 1778, that there was a passage within it along the base of the Highlands from the Rari-
tan or Amboy Bay. Now the water is from thirty to forty feet in depth in the mam ship channel, imme
diately above the east beacon on Sandy Hook, quite sufficient to allow ships as heavy as D'Estaing's to entei
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to expel the enemy from Rhode Island. In consequence of the failure, on the part of Gen-

eral Spencer, to carry out the plan of an expedition against the British on Rhode Island in

1777, Congress ordered an inquiry into the cause. This expedition was arranged by Gen-

eral Spencer at considerable expense, and with fair promises of success. The Americans

September, were Stationed at Tiverton, near the present stone bridge, and had actually em-
^'''~^- barked in their boats to cross over to Rhode Island to surprise the enemy, when

Spencer prudently countermanded the order. He had ascertained that the British command-
er was apprised of his intentions, and seeing no effort on the part of the enemy to oppose his

landing, apprehended some stratagem that might

be fatal. Such, indeed, was the fact. The Brit-

ish had determined to allow the Americans to

land and march some distance upon the island,

when they would cut off their retreat by destroy-

ing their boats, and thus make them captives.

General Spencer, indignant at the censure im-

plied in the proposed inquiry of Congress, resign

ed his commission, and General Sullivan was ap-

pointed in his place.'

The French fleet appeared off the har-

bor of Newport on the 29th of July, and

the next morning, to the great joy of the inhab-

itants, the vessels of the allies were anchored near

Brenton's Reef, where General Sullivan had a

conference with the admiral, and a plan of oper-

ations was agreed upon. One of the ships ran

up the channel west of Canonieut, and anchor-

ed at the north point of that island.

Washington had directed Sullivan to call upon

Rhode Island, Massachusett-s, and Connecticut

for five thousand militia. The call was made,

and promptly responded to. The Massachusetts

militia marched under John Hancock as gen-

eral ;'' and so great was the enthusiasm engen-

dered by the presence of the French squadron,

that thousands of volunteers, gentlemen and oth-

ers, from Boston, Salem, Newburyport, Ports-

mouth, &c., engaged in the service.^ Two bri-

gades of Continental infantry, under La Fayette,

were sent from the main army ; and the whole

force, ten thousand strong, was arranged in two

divisions, under the immediate command of Gen-

erals Greene^ and La Fayette.

On the morning of the 5th of August, D'Es-
Opehations upon Rhode Island in 1778.^

' Joseph Spencer was born at East Haddam, in Connecticut, in 1714. He was a major in the colonial

army in 1756, and was one of the first eight brigadiei's appointed by the Continental Congress in 1775.

He was appointed a major general in August, 1776, and in 1777 was in command of the American forces

on Rhode Island. After his resignation he was elected a delegate to Congress from his native state. He
died at East Haddam in January, 1789, aged seventy-five years.

2 Hildreth, iii., 252. = Gordon, ii., 369.
"* General Greene was then the quarter-master general of the Continental army. His prudence, military

-;kill, and the fact that he was a Rhode Islander, induced Washington to dispatch him to that field of oper-

ations at that time.
•'' The letters upon the map indicate the position of the following named objects : A, head-quarters of

Prescott when he was captured ; C D, the two British lines across the island, the former extending from
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txiinf commenced operations. Two of his vessels approached to the attack of four British

i'rigates (the Orpheus, Lark, Juno, and Cerherus) and some smaller vessels, lying near Pru-

dence Island. Unable to fight successfully or to escape, the enemy set fire to all these ves-

sels, and soon afterward sunk two others (the Flora and Falcon), to prevent their falling

into the hands of D'Estaing. Unfortunately, the American troops were not quite prepared

to co-operate with the French fleet. Although Sullivan had every thing in readiness at

Providence, a delay in the arrival of troops prevented his departure for Pvhode Island, and

it was nearly a week before he was prepared to make a descent upon it. This delay was

the occasion of great difRculty, and proved fatal to the enterprise.

On the 10 th, according to agreement, the vi^hole American force, in two divi- Ausiist,

sions, crossed from Tiverton in eighty-six flat-bottomed boats,' prepared under the di-
^"^•

rection of the energetic Major Talbot, and landed on the north end of the island, where it

was to be joined by four thousand marines from the French squadron. The British had just

been re-enforced, and -were about six thousand strong, under the immediate command of Sir

Robert Pigot. They abandoned their works on the north part of the island when the Amer-

icans landed, and retired within their strongly-intrenched lines about three miles above New-

port. Perceiving this movement, Sullivan ordered the Americans to advance, without wait-

ing for the landing of the French troops. They moved from the ferry, and in the afternoon

encamped upon the high ground known as Quaker Hill, between ten and eleven miles north

of Newport.

Within five days after D'Estaing left Sandy Hook, four British men-of-war had arrived

singly at New York. With this re-enforcement Howe determined to proceed to the relief

of his majesty's army on Rhode Island. He appeared off" Newport harbor with a Ausust,

fleet of twenty-five sail on the afternoon of the 9th ; and the next morning, D'Es- ^'^^

taing, instead of landing his marines according to agreement, spread his sails to a favorable

breeze, and sailed out of the harbor, under a severe cannonade from the British batteries,

to attack Admiral Howe. It was about eight o'clock in the morning when the August lo,

French fleet went out into the open sea, and all that day the two naval com- ^"*^-

manders contended for the weather-gage." This maneuvering prevented an engagement.

The next morning the wind had increased to a gale, and a violent tempest, that raged for

nearly forty-eight hours,' separated the belligerents. Tw^o of the French ships were dis-

masted, and the count's flag-ship lost her rudder and all her masts. In this condition she

was borne down upon by a British frigate under full sail, from which she received a broad-

side, but with little damage. Another of the French disabled vessels was attacked in the

same way, the assailants sheering off' after firing a single broadside ; but the junction of six

sail of the French squadron on the 14th prevented other attacks on the crippled ships. On

the 1 6th, the French seventy-four gun ship Cajsar and the British fifty gun ship Iris had a

'Tonomy Hill, H, and the latter crossing the slope near Rose Island, near Newport ; E, the American lines

between Quaker and Turkey Hills and'^Butts's Hill, at the north end of the island
;
F, the position of the

Americans, with their batteries, when preparing to attack the British lines and waiting for D'Estamg
;
G,

Barker's Hill, fortified by the British; H, 'Tonomy Hill; O, the west or Narraganset passage of the bay;-

P, the middle ;
and Q, the east or Seaconet passage. The Bristol Ferry, across which the Americans re-

treated, is named on the map. It was at the narrowest place, a line to the right of the word Butts. There

were fortifications upon Gold, Rose, Goat, and Contour Islands, as well as upon Canonicut, ruins of which

are still visible. The .short double lines upon the map, immediately above the letter N in Newport, mark

the site of the present Fort Adams, the Castle Hill of the Revolution, and opposite, upon a point of Canon-

icut, is the Dumplings Fort, or Fort Canonicut, now a picturesque ruin.

' These boats were capable of bearing one hundred men each. They were fitted out with great dis-

patch, and Talbot, who directed the operations, became so wearied by over-exertions, that he slept soundly,

for a lon<T time, under one of them, while the hammers of the caulkers, who were at work by candle-light,

were rattling over his head.—Tuckerman"s Life of Talbot^ p. 47.

2 A ship is said to have the weather-gage when she is at the windward of another vessel. In naval en-

gagements, obtaining the weather-gage is an important desideratum for the contending squadrons.

* This storm is still spoken of by the older inhabitants of Newport as " the great storm," accounts of

which they had received from their parents. So violent was the wind, that the spray was brought by it

horn the ocean, and incrusted the windows in the town with salt.



82 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

State of the American Troop8. Refusal of the French to co-operate. They sail for Boston. Protests.

severe engagement for an hour and a half, in which both vessels were much injured. This

ended the contest, and D'Estaing, with his disabled vessels, appeared off the harbor of New-

port on the 20th.

The Americans, greatly disappointed and chagrined by the abandonment of them by their

allies, nevertheless continued their preparations for attack with vigor. They had suffered

much from the gale and the rain. On the night of the 12th, not a tent or marquee could

be kept standing. Several soldiers perished, many horses died, and all the powder delivered

to the troops was ruined by the rain. The troops were in a deplorable state when the

August storm ceased on the 14th, yet their courage and ardor were not abated. On the

^~^^- loth, in expectation of the speedy return of the French squadron, as promised by

the admiral, they marched forward in three divisions, took post within two miles of the en-

emy's lines, commenced the erection of batteries, and soon afterward opened a fire of balls

and bombs upon the British works.' On the night of the reappearance of D'Estaing, Gen-

erals Greene and La Fayette proceeded to visit him on board his vessel, to consult upon

measures proper to be pursued. They urged the count to return with his fleet into New-

port harbor ; for the British garrison, disappointed and dispirited on account of not receiving

provision and ammunition from Howe, would doubtless surrender without resistance. D'Es-

taino- was disposed to comply, but his officers insisted upon his adherence to the instructions of

his government to put into Boston harbor for repairs in the event of injuries being sustained by

his vessels. Such injuries had been sustained in the late gale and partial engagement, and,

overruled by his officers, he refused compliance, sailed for Boston, and left the Americans to

take care of themselves.'^ Greene and La Fayette returned on the night of the 21st with

a report of the resolution of the French admiral, and the next day Generals Sullivan and

Hancock sent letters of remonstrance to him. A protest against the count's taking the fleet

to Boston, signed by all the general officers except La Fayette, was sent to him, declaring

such a measure derogatory to the honor of France, contrary to the intentions of its monarch,

destructive to the welfare of the United States, and highly injurious to the alliance foraied

between the two nations.^ D'Estaing afiected to be oflended at this protest, and returned

August 23 a spirited answer, just as he weighed anchor for Boston, which drew from Sulli-

1778. y^n ^ sarcastic reflection, in general orders, the following morning.'' From Bos-

ton the count wrote an explanatory and vindicatory letter to Congress, in which he com-

plained of the protest and of Sullivan's ungenerous innuendoes. The whole matter was final-

ly amicably adjusted.

Diso-usted at what they deemed the perfidy of the French commander, and despairing

' General Sullivan quartered about five miles from Newport, at what is now called the Gibb's Farm.

La Fayette quartered on the east side of the island, at what was then called the Boiler Garden Farm
;
and

Greene had his quarters in Middletown, on the farm now owned by Colonel Richard K. Randolph.—Ross's

Historical Discourse, panje 53.

^ It is asserted that D'Estaing was disliked by his officers, not on account of personal considerations, but

from the fact that he had been a land officer, and they considered it an affront that he was placed over them.

They therefore cast every impediment in his way, where opportunities were presented in which ho might

Tain personal distinction. In the case in question, all his officers in.sisted upon his proceeding to Boston,

and entered into a formal protest against his remaining at Newport.

3 This protest was signed by John Sullivan, Nathaniel Greene, John Hancock, J. Glover, Ezekiel Cor-

nell, William Whipple, John Tyler, Solomon Lovell, and John Fitzconnel.

* "The freneral can not help," said Sullivan, in his orders, " lamenting the sudden and unexpected de-

parture of the French fleet, as he finds it has a tendency to discourage some who placed oreat dependence

upon the assistance of it, though he can by no means suppose the army or any part of it endangered by this

movement.'''' Sullivan was doubtless correct in his opinion, intimated in the last clause, that the French al-

liance was of little advantage to the Americans, as will be hereafter seen. This same Admiral d'Estaing

subsequently abandoned the Americans at the South, at a most critical juncture, under pretense that he must

seek safe winter quarters, although it was then only in the month of October ! The English and Americans

were both duped by "his most Christian majesty" of France; and, as I have elsewhere said, a balance-

sheet of favors connected with the alliance will show not the least preponderance of service in favor of the

French unless the result of the more vigorous action of the Americans, caused by the hopes of success from

that alliance, shall be taken into the account.
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of success, between two and three thousand of the American volunteers left for home on

the 24th and 2oth. The American force was thus reduced to about the number of

that of the enemy. Under these circumstances, an assault upon the British lines was

deemed hazardous, and a retreat prudent. La Fayette was dispatched to Boston, to so-

licit the return of D'Estaing to Newport, but he could only get a promise from that offi-

cer to march his troops by land to aid the Americans in the siege, if requested. It was

too late for such a movement.

On the night of the 28th, the Americans commenced a retreat with great Au-ust,

order and secrecy, and arrived at the high grounds at the north end of the island, ^™-

with all their artillery and stores, at three the next morning. Their retreat having been

discovered by the enemy, a pursuit was undertaken. The Americans had fortified an em-

inence called Butts's Hill, about twelve miles from Newport. Here they made a stand,

and at daylight called a council of war. General Greene proposed to march back and

meet the enemy on the west road, then approaching in detachments, and consisting only of

the Hessian chasseurs and two Anspach regiments under Lossberg. On the east road was

Scene of the Engagement on Rhode Island, Aug. 29, 1778.

From a print in tbe Gentleman's Magazine, 1778.

General Smith, with two regiments and two flank companies. To the former were op-

posed the light troops of Lieutenant- colonel Laurens, and to the latter those of Colonel

Henry B. Livingston. Greene's advice was overruled, and the enemy were allowed to col-

lect in force upon the two eminences called respectively Quaker and Turkey Hill' A large

detachment of the enemy marched very near to the American left, but were repulsed by

Glover, and driven back to Quaker Hill. About nine o'clock the British opened a severe

cannonade upon the Americans from the two hills, which was returned from Butts's Hill

with spirit. Skirmishes continued between advanced parties until near ten, when two Brit-

ish sloops of war and other armed ves.?els, having gained the right flank of the Americans,

began a fire upon that point simultaneously with a furious attack there by the land forces of

the enemy. This attempt to gain the rear of the Americans, and cut off a retreat, brought

on an almost general action, in which from twelve to fifteen hundred of the patriots were

at one time engaged. The enemy's line was finally broken, after a severe engagement, in

attempts to take the redoubt on the American right, and they were driven back in great

confusion to Turkey Hill, leaving many of their dead and wounded in the low grounds be-

tween the contending armies, where the hottest of the battle occurred. This was between

two and three o'clock in the afternoon of a very sultry day, and a number on both sides

perished from the effects of the heat and fatigue. A cannonade was kept up by both parties

until sunset, when the battle ceased. The skirmishing and more general action continued

seven hours without intermission, and the most indomitable courage was evinced by both

parties. The Americans had thirty killed, one hundred and thirty-two wounded, and forty-

' The three eminences, Butts's, Quaker, and Turkey Hill, are seen in the picture, the former on the left,

its slopes covered with the American tents, Quaker Hill in the center, and Turkey Hill on the right. The

house m the fore-ground, on the right, belonged to a Mr. Brindley, now near the site of the residence of

Mr. Anthony.
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four missing. The British lost, in killed and wounded, two hundred and ten, and twelve

missing.

So nearly matched were the belligerents, that both willingly rested in their respective

camps during the night, and the next morning each seemed reluctant to renew the battle.

Sullivan had good cause to refrain from another engagement, for at break of day a messen-

ger arrived from Providence, informing him that Howe had again sailed for Newport, was

seen off Block Island the day before, and probably, before night, would be in New-
port harbor.' Under these circumstances, Sullivan thought it prudent to evacuate

Rhode Island, a measure concurred in by his officers. There were difficulties in the way,

for the first indications of a retreat on the part of the Americans would bring the repulsed

enemy upon them in full force. The sentinels of the two armies were only four hundred

yards apart, and the greatest caution was necessary to prevent information of Sullivan's de-

sign from reaching Sir Robert Pigot. Fortunately, Butts's Hill concealed all movements

in the rear of the American camp. During the day, a number of tents were brought for-

ward by the Americans and pitched in sight of the enemy, and the whole army were em-

ployed in fortifying the camp. This was intended to deceive the British, and was success-

ful. At the same time, and, indeed, dui-ing the engagement of the previous day, the heavy

baggage and stores were falling back and crossing Bristol ferry to the main. At dark the

August 30, tents were struck, fires were lighted in front at various points, the light troops,

1778. with the baggage, marched down to the ferry, and before midnight the whole

American army had crossed in flat-bottomed boats to the main, in good order, and without

the loss of a man. During the retreat. La Fayette arrived from Boston, whither, as we
have seen, he had been sent to persuade D'Estaing to proceed with his squadron to Newport

again. He was greatly mortified at being absent during the engagement.^ Anticipating

that a battle would take place, he traveled from Pwhode Island to Boston, nearly seventy miles,

in a little more than seven hours, and returned in six and a half.' Although denied the lau-

rels which he might have won in battle, he participated in the honors of a successful retreat.

The evacuation of P^hode Island was a mortifying circumstance to General Sullivan, for

Newport had been almost within his grasp, and nothing could have saved the British army

* The fleet of Loi-d Howe had on board Sir Henry Clinton, with four thousand troops destined for Rhode
Island ;

but on approaching Newport, and hearing of the retreat of SuUivan (for the fleet did not arrive until

the 31st, the day after) and the saiHng of the disabled French squadron to Boston, Howe changed his course,

and sailed for the latter port, where he arrived on the 1st of September. Perceiving no chance of success

in attacking D'Estaing, Howe prudently withdrew, after throwing the town of Boston into the greatest con-

sternation, and, with the disappointed Sir Henr}' Clinton, sailed for New York. On the way, Clinton or-

dered his marauding officer, General Grey, to land with the troops at New Bedford, on the west side of the

Acushnet River, and proceed to destroy the ship))ing in the harbor. They landed upon Clark's Neck, at

the mouth of the river, and between six o'clock in the evening on the 5th of September and twelve the next

day, destroyed about seventy sail of vessels, many of them prizes taken by American privateers, and several

small craft ; burned the magazine, wharves, stores, warehouses, vessels on the stocks, all the buildings at

M'Pherson's wharf, the principal part of the houses at the head of the river, and the mills and houses at

Fairhaven, Opposite. The amount of property destroyed was estimated at ^323,266. Grey and his troops

then embarked, and proceeded to Martha's Vineyard, where they destroyed several vessels, and made a

requisition for the militia arms, the public money, three hundred oxen, and ten thousand sheep. The de-

fenseless inhabitants were obliged to comply with the requisition, and the marauders returned to New
York with a plentiful supply of provisions for the British army.

^ La Fayette had advised a retreat from Newport six days before. On the 24th he gave his opinion in

writing, as follows :
" I do not approve of continuing the siege. The time of the militia is out, and they

will not longer sacrifice their private interests to the common cause. A retreat is the wisest step." Writ-

ing to Washington after the retreat, he expressed his mortification, and said, " That there has been an ac-

tion fought where I could have been, and was not, will seem as extraordinary to you as it seems to myself."

He arrived while the army was retreating, and brought off the rear guard and pickets in the best manner.

His feelings were soothed by the resolutions of Congress, adopted on the 19th of September, thanking Gen-

eral Sullivan and those under his command for their conduct in the action and retreat, and specially re-

questing the president to inform the marquis of their due sense of his personal sacrifice in going to Boston,

and his gallantry in conducting the pickets and out-sentries in the evacuation.

—

Journals of Congress, iv., 378.

^ Gordon, u., 376.
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from capitulation had D'Estaing co-operated. Policy, at that time, dictated the course of

Congress in withholding the voice of censure, but the people unhesitatingly charged the fail-

ure of the expedition upon the bad conduct of the French. The retreat was approved of by

Congress, in a resolution adopted on the 9th of September. It was not unanimously

agreed to, and an unsuccessful attempt vi^as made to reconsider it. With this event

closed the Eastern campaign, neither party in the contest having gained any thing.'

The British held possession of Pvhode Island until the autumn of 1779, when Sir Henry

Clinton, desirous of making a further demonstration at the South, and apprehending an at-

tack upon New York from the combined forces of the American and French, supposed to

have been concerted between Washington and D'Estaing, dispatched a number of trans-

ports to bring off the troops from Newport to strengthen his position at head-quarters. They

embarked on the 25th of October, leaving Pvhode Island in possession of the Ameri-
^_^^

cans, after an occupation of three years by the enemy. During their stay, they had

desolated the island. Only a single tree of the ancient forest is left, a majestic sycamore,

standing near the bank of the Seaconet channel,

on the eastern side of the island. When they

left, they burned the barracks at Fort Adams

and the light-house upon Beavertail Point.

They also carried away with them the town

records. These were greatly injured by being

submerged in the vessel that bore them, which

was sunk at Hell Gate. They were recovered

and sent back to Newport, but were of little

service afterward. This event produced some

embarrassment in respect to property, but they

were as nothing compared to the sufferings of

the impoverished inhabitants when they re-

turned to their mutilated dwellings and deso-

lated farms. The winter of 1779-80 was a

terrible one for the people of Rhode Island."

It is proper to remark, that after Sir Ptobert

Pigot superseded Prescott in command of the British forces in Pvhode Island, the people

were greatly relieved of the annoyances they had been subject to under the rule of the latter.

Private property was respected, plunder ceased, the people were treated with respect, and,

when the evacuation took place, no violence marked the departure of the enemy. General

Gates was then at Providence with a small force, and kept a vigilant eye upon the move-

ments of the British,* anticipating predatory excursions along the coast ; but General Pigot

' Washincrton, in a letter to Brigadier-general Nelson of Virginia, written on the 20th of August, says

:

'•
It is not a'^little pleasing nor less wonderful to contemplate that, after two years' maneuvering, and un-

dergoing the strangest vicissitudes that perhaps ever attended any one contest since the creation, both

armies are brought"back to the very point they set out from, and that the offending party in the beginning

is now reduced t'o the use of the spade and pickaxes for defense. The hand of Providence has been so con-

spicuous in all this, that he must be worse than an infidel that lacks faith, and more wicked, that has not

gratitude enough to acknowledge his obligations."—Sparks's Life and Writings of Washington, vi., 36.

'^ This was the severest winter ever experienced in America. Narraganset Bay w^as frozen over
;
and

the reader will remember the fact already mentioned, that the Bay of New York was so firmly bridged

that troops and heavy fiekl-pieces crossed from the city to Staten Island. The British having destroyed the

trees on Rhode Island, fuel was very scarce. It was sold in Newport for twenty dollars a cord. Food,

also, was very scarce ; corn sold at four silver dollars a bushel, and potatoes at two dollars. A tax of ten

thousand dollars was levied for the relief of the poor, and Tiverton and neighboring towns contributed gen-

erously to their aid.—Ross's Historical Discourse, p. 59.

^ This tree stands, solitary and peerless, within a few rods of the water. It is upon the land of Mr.

Thomas R. Hazzard, and between his fine mansion and the river. It is thirty-two feet in circumference

within twelve inches of the ground. It is yet vigorous, though storms have riven some of its topmost

branches. When I made the sketch it was leafless, the autumn winds having defoliated it.

* During the occupation of the island by the British, after the retreat of Sullivan, Gates was in constant

A.NCIE.NT .-rVCA.MOKE.-^
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was. no marauder, and scorned to do; even under command, what Tryon, Wallace, and Grey

seemed to take great delight in.

Early in the summer of 1779 the Marquis de La Fayette obtained leave of absence for

one year, and returned to France. But this absence was not a season of idleness among

his old associates, or of forgetfulness of the Americans on the part of La Fayette. On the

contrary, the chief design of his visit to his native country was to enlist the sympathies of

his people and government more warmly in the cause of the Americans, and to procure for

them more substantial aid than they had hitherto received. After passing a few days with

his beautiful and much loved wife, he addressed a long letter to the Count de Vergennes, one

of the French ministers, on the subject of furnishing an army, well-appointed in every par-

ticular, to fight in America. In making such a request, a soul less ardent and hopeful than

the youthful general's would not have perceived the least probability of success. He was

acting without instructions from the American Congress, or even its sanction or the full ap-

proval of Washington. It seemed but too recently that French and American troops were

battling in opposition in the Western World, to hope that they would freely commingle,

though Britons were still the foes of the French. La Fayette, however, understood French

character better than Washington and Congress did, and he knew that success would at-

tend the measure. " He had that interior conviction which no argument or authority could

subdue, that the proposed expedition was practicable and expedient, and he succeeded in

imparting his enthusiasm to the ministers.'" He was only twenty-two years old, and held

a subordinate rank in the army of his king ; he, therefore, had no expectation of being com-

mander of any force that might be sent ; his efforts were disinterested. ° Nothing could di-

vert him from his object, and, with a joyful heart, he returned to America the following

spring, bearing to the patriots the glad tidings that a French squadron, with an
'*^' ' ' arnny of more than four thousand men, admirably officered and equipped, and con-

veying money for the United States Treasury, was about to sail for our shores. The mar-

quis also brought a commission from Louis XVI. for Washington, appointing him lieutenant

general of the armies of France, and vice-admiral of its fleets. This was a wise measure,

and operated, as intended, to prevent difficulties that might arise respecting official etiquette.

It was .stipulated that the French should be considered as auxiliaries, and always cede the

post of honor to the Americans. Lieutenant-general the Count de Rochambeau, the com-

mander of the French expedition, was to place himself under the American commander-in-

chief, and on all occasions the authority of Washington was to be respected as supreme.

This arrangement secured the best understanding between the two armies while the allies

remained in America.^

receipt of intelligence respecting the movements of the enemy, by means of secret letters and a sort of tcl-

Bfraphic communication. Lieutenant Seth Chapin employed a woman, residing in Newport, to write down
every thin"- of importance, and conceal the letter in a hole in a certain rock. By setting up poles, as if to

dry clothes, and by other signals agreed upon, the lieutenant was informed of the presence of a letter in the

secret post-office, and of perfect safety in coming to receive it. He would then row across from the oppo-

site shore of Little Corapton, get the packet, and send it off to Gates. After the evacuation, the lieutenant

and his aids received one thousand five hundred dollars, Continental money, for their services, the whole

amount being worth then only about seventy dollars in specie.

' Everett's Eulogy on La Fayette.

^ At the request of Count de Vergennes, La Fayette drew up a statement containing a detailed plan of

the proposed expedition. It is a paper of great interest, and exhibits genius of the highest order, of which

a general of threescore might be proud. The number and disposition of the troops, the character of the

officers proper to accompany them, the appointments of the fleet and army, the time of embarkation, proper

place for landing, and the probable service to which the fleet and army would be called, were all laid out

with a minuteness and clearness of detail which seemed to indicate almost an intuitive knowledge of the fu-

ture. The whole expedition was arranged in accordance with the plan of the marquis.

^ This arrangement was conceived by La Fayette, and he made it a fundamental point. Not content

with soliciting troops for America, La Fayette requested large supplier of clothing, guns, aiid ammunition

for the Republican army. T hey were promised, but only a part were sent. Such was the importunity of

La Fayette, and such the disinterested enthusiasm with which he represented the wants and claims of his

Republican friends, that the old Count Maurepas, who was then prime minister, said one day in the Coun-
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Good Tidings brought by La Fayette. Their effect. Arrival of the Allies. Encampment at Newport.

Great was the joy of the American Congress produced by the tidings brought by La Fay-

ette, and assurance possessed the minds of that assembly that the next campaign would se-

cure peace and independence to the States. Although policy forbade giving publicity to the

fact that aid from abroad was near at hand, sufficient information leaked out to difiuse

among the people pleasant hopes for the future. The return of La Fayette was hailed with

dehght. Congress, by resolution, a testified their satisfaction at his return, and ac- aMay 15,

cepted with pleasure a tender of the further services of so gallant and meritorious an ^^^'^•

officer.' Three days afterwardb Congress resolved that bills be immediately drawn
^^^^ ^^

on Dr. Franklin for twenty-five thousand dollars, and on Mr. Jay for the same

amount, payable at sixty days' sight ; and that the money be applied solely to the bringing

of the army into the field, and forwarding them supplies in such a manner as the exigency

and nature of the service shall require. Also, that the States of Virginia, Maryland, Del-

aware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts

Bay, and New Hampshire, be most earnestly called upon to pay into the Continental treas-

ury, within thirty days, ten millions of dollars. It was also resolved that the Legislatures,

from New Hampshire to Virginia, be requested to invest their executive authority, or some

other persons, with such powers as would enable them, on the application of the committee

at the head-quarters of the army, to draw forth the resources of the state.'^ The Carolinas

and Georgia were exempt from the requisition, because they were then bearing the heavy

burden of an active campaign within their own limits. Congress thus began to prepare for

the most energetic co-operation with the allies when they should arrive.

The French fleet, under the command of Admiral de Ternay, sailed from Brest early in

April, and appeared oft' the coast of Virginia on the 4th of July.^ On the evening of
^^^^

the 10th it entered Newport harbor, on which occasion the town was briUiantly illu-

minated, and every demonstration of joy was made by the inhabitants. General Heath,

then in command on Pvhode Island, was present to receive Rochambeau and his troops on

landing, and to put them in possession of the batteries upon the island. On the 24th, the

General Assembly, then in session, presented complimentary addresses to Rochambeau and

Ternay; and General Washington, having heard of their arrival, recommended, in general

orders at his camp in the Hudson Highlands, to the officers of the American army, to wear

cockades of black and white—the ground being of the first color, and the reliefoHhe second

as a compliment to, and a symbol of friendship and afi^ection for their allies." The Amer-

ican cockade, at that time, was black ; the French white.

As soon as intelligence was received of the arrival of the allies, La Fayette set out for

Newport, under instructions from Washington, to concert measures with Rochambeau for

future operations. The French troops were pleasantly encamped southeast of Newport, but

they were not sufi'ered to remain quiet. When intelligence of the sailing of Ternay from

Brest reached the British cabinet, they dispatched Admiral Graves, with six ships of the line,

to re-enforce Admiral Arbuthnot, the successor of Byron, then commanding the squadron on

the American coast. Graves arrived at New York three days after Ternay entered New-

cil,
" It is fortunate for the king that La Fayette does not take it into his head to strip Versailles of its fur-

niture, to send to his dear Americans, as his majesty would be unable to refuse it." La Fayette purchased,

on his own account, a large quantity of swords and other military equipages, which he brought with him

and presented to the officers of the light infantry whom he commanded during the campaign.—See Appendix

to vol. vii. of Sparks's Life and Writings of Washington, where will be found interesting documents relat-

ing to this expedition.

' Journals of Congress, vi., 49. While in Fraiice, La Fayette was presented with an elegant sword, pre-

pared there under the directions of Franklin, by order of Congress. Franklin sent it to the marquis from

Passy, by his grandson. An account of this sword, and drawings will be found in a future Chapter.

^ Journals of Congress, vi., 50, 51.

= The fleet consisted of two ships of eighty guns each, one of seventy-four, four of sixty-four, two frigates

of forty, a cutter of twenty, a hospital-ship, "pierced for sixty-four, a bomb-ship, and thirty-two transports.

The land forces consisted of four regiments, a battalion of artillery, and the legion of the Duke dc Lauzun.

amounting in all to about six thousand men.
* Thacher, p. 200. Gordon, iii., 65.
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British Blockade of Narraganset Bay. Clinton's Expedition. Death of Ternay. Washington in Newport.

July 13,
po'"t harbor. The English fleet, now stronger than the French, proceeded imme-

1760. diately to attempt a blockade of the latter in Narraganset Bay. On the 19th, four

British ships, the advance sail of the fleet rendezvousing at Block Island, appeared off'New-

port. The next morning, as soon as the wind would permit, three French frigates went in

pursuit of them, but, falling in with nine or ten ships of the enemy that were approaching,

made sail for the harbor, under full chase.

Intelligence was received that General Clinton, lately returned to New York from the

South, was preparing to proceed in person, with a large part of his army, to attack Rhode
Island. Menaced by sea and land. General Heath called earnestly upon Rhode Island,

Massachusetts, and Connecticut for troops, and his requisition was promptly complied with
;

so promptly, that, before any enemy appeared, the allied forces felt quite competent to oppose

the largest army that Clinton could possibly bring into the field. Sir Henry actually sailed

from New York with eight thousand troops, but proceeded no further than Huntington Bay,

in Long Island Sound. Informed there of the fortified position of the French at Newport,

the rapid gathering of the militia, and the approach of Washington toward New York city,

Clinton abandoned the expedition and returned to his head-quarters.

While these events were taking place on our coast, the French and English fleets were

striving for the mastery in the West Indies. The former was commanded by Admiral de

Guichen, the latter by Admiral Rodney. It was the understanding Avhen Ternay and Ro-

chambeau left France, that they were to be joined at Rhode Island by the squadron of De
Guichen. Events unforeseen prevented this junction. The arrival of Rodney at St. Lucie,

and subsequent maneuvers and encounters, detained De Guichen in the West Indies until

July ; and five days before Ternay arrived at Newport, De Guichen left St. Do-

mingo for Europe, his ships having suffered greatly in the engagements, and the land

troops which they carried having been ten'ibly diminished by sickness. The failure of this

co-operation, the great number of invalids among the French troops at Newport, and the

expectation of an attack, there, or an attempt to blockade the squadron, made it inexpedient

to break up the encampment on Rhode Island and attempt any operations at a distance. It

was concluded to pass the winter there. Lauzun and his legion, as we have seen, were can-

toned at Lebanon, in Connecticut. Three thousand five hundred militia were kept under

arms at Newport, to assist in guarding the French squadron, and the allies became a bur-

den, rather than an aid, to the Americans. The conference between Washington and Ro-
chambeau, and the final departure of the French troops in 1781 , to form a junction with the

American army on the Hudson, have been noticed on page 436, vol. i.

The Chevalier de Ternay died at Newport soon after the arrival of the fleet, and was
buried with distinguished honors in Trinity Church-yard, where a slab was afterward erected

March, to his memory. Admiral de Barras succeeded him in command early in the follow-
I'Si- ing spring, about which time Washington arrived at Newport, and held a conference

with Rochambeau. The town was illuminated on the occasion of his visit, and from that

time until the departure of the allies, quiet prevailed on Rhode Island. Active military op-

erations ceased there, and, until the close of the war, the people were undisturbed, except

by occasional menaces from English vessels in pursuit of American privateers, of which a

large number hailed from Narraganset Bay, or made its M'aters their place of refuge when
in danger upon the coast.' Newport sufi'ered terribly during the war. Its population of

eleven thousand in 1774, was reduced to about six thousand in 1782 ; and, according to an

' It is believed that Newport furnished more seamen for the naval service of the United States durin"

the Revolution than any other port on the continent, except Boston. At least one thousand men were
shipped for service in the navy from that port, one half of whom fell into the hands of the enemj' and died

in prison-ships. The naval commanders in the war who belonged to Rhode Island were John Grimes, Ben-
jamin Pierce, Joseph Gardiner, William Dennis, James Godfred, Remembrance Simmons, Thomas Stacy,

Oliver Read, Captain Bently, Samuel Jeffers, John Cogfieshall, William Finch, Captain Jaqnes, James Phil-

lips, Ezekiel Burroughs, John Murphy, Isaac Frabor, William Ladd, Joseph Sheffield, and Captain Gazzee.

These either sailed from Newport previous to its possession by the enemy, or subsequently from other ports

of New England.

—

Ross, page 62. Silas Talbot, also, belonged to Rhode Island.
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Property destroyed in Newport. Ride to Butts's HiU. Hospitality. Fort on Butts's Hill. View of the Battle-gi-ound.

estimate of a committee of the General Assembly, appointed for the purpose, the value of

private property destroyed was six hundred and tvsrenty-four thousand dollars, silver money

The sun has gone down behind Conannicut and the hills of the Narraganset country ,

the broad sails of the wind-mills are still ; the voices of the milkers come up from the neigh-

boriu"' farm-yard, and twilight is spreading its mysterious veil over the bay, the islands, and

the ocean. Let us descend from our observatory on the hill of Miantonomoh and return to

the city, and in the morning visit the places hallowed by events just viewed in the speculum

of history.

The morning of the 23d was cold and blustering ; the ground was hard frozen
; October

ice covered the surface of the pools, and the north wind was as keen as the breath ^*^'^-

of December. I started early in a light rockaway for the battle-ground at the north end of

the island, making a brief call on the way (or, rather, out of the way) upon Mr. Nathaniel

Greene, a grandson of the eminent general of the Revolution who bore that name. He re-

sides about three miles above Newport, and kindly furnished me with explicit directions re-

specting the localities I was about to visit. About a mile north of his estate I came to the

head-quarters of Prescott, printed on page 76, which I sketched in haste, for my fingers were

too soon benumbed with cold to hold the pencil expertly. Twelve miles from Newport I

came to the residence of Mr. Anthony, Avhich is, I believe, the " Brindley House" in the pic-

ture on page 83. An introductory line from his brother, David Anthony, Esq., was a key

to his generous hospitality ; and after accompanying me to the top of Butts's Hill, and point-

ing out the places of interest included in the view from its summit, he kindly invited me to

dine with him when my sketching should be finished, an invitation heartily accepted, for a

ride of twelve miles in the cold mornin"- air was a whetstone to my usually good appetite.

UUAIO^K UiLL, 11.U3I TlIK FuRT O.N BuTTS'S HlLL.

The remains of the old fort on Butts's Hill, the embankments and fosse, with traces of

the hastily-constructed ravelins, are w^ell preserved. Even the ruts made by the carriage-

wheels of the cannons, at the embrasures (for the ordnance was composed of field-pieces),

were visible. The banks, in some places, are twenty feet high, measuring from the bottom

of the fosse. Fortunately for the antiquary, the works were constructed chiefly upon a rocky

ledge, and the plow can win no treasure there ; the banks were earth, and afford no quarry

for wall builders, and so the elements alone have lowered the ramparts and filled the ditches.

Southward from this eminence, I had a fine view of Quaker and Turkey Hills—indeed, of

the whole battle-ground. Sitting upon the exterior slope of the southern parapet, and shel-

tered from the wind by a clump of bushes and the remains of one of the bastions, I sketched

the above view, which includes all the essential portions of the field of conflict. The emi-

nence in the center, on which stands a wind-mill, is Quaker Hill ; that on the right is Tu":-

key Hill, on the northern slope of which is seen the west road. In the hollow at the foot

of these hills the hottest of the battle was waged. On the left is seen the little village of

Newton, beyond which is the Eastern or Seaconet Channel, stretching away to the ocean,

and boundeil on the left by the cultivated slopes of Little Compton. The undulations in the

foreground are the embankments of the fort.

ir. G
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North View from Butts's Hill. The Narraganset Country. Massasoit and his Sons. King Philip.

Northward the view is more extensive, and in some respects more interesting. The

houses near the center of the picture mark the site of the old Bristol ferry, over which the

m "^^^^'^"^giiT!!"^^^

^

View Noktiivvaud frum Butts's Hill.

Americans, under Sullivan, retreated to the main land. A little to the left, lying upon the

east shore of the Narraganset, was Bristol ; beyond was a glimpse of Warren ;
and in the

far distance, directly over the steam-boat seen in the picture, the church spires of Providence

were visible. On the right the high promontory of Mount Hope loomed up ;
and turning

eastward, beyond the limits of the sketch, stood Tiverton and its old stone bridge, already

mentioned. I could find no sheltered nook in making the sketch ;
upon the bleak summit

of the hill I plied the pencil, until! could hold it no longer ; but the drawing was finished.

From this eminence the vision takes in some of the most interesting portions of the Nar-

raganset country and of the domains of Massasoit, the fast friend of the English. There

were old Pocasset and Pokanoket, and, more conspicuous and interesting than all, was Mount

Hope, the royal seat of King Philip, the last of the Wampanoags. It is too cold to turn

the leaves of the chronicle here ; let us wrap our cloaks around us, and, while gazing upon

the beautiful land over which that great sachem held sway, read the records upon the tablets

of memory, brief but interesting, concerning " King Philip's War."

" 'Tis good to rause on nations pass'd away
Forever from the land we call our own

;

Nations as proud and mighty in their day,

Who deem'd that everlasting was their throne.

An age went by, and they no more were known !

Sublimer sadness will the mind control,

Listening time's deep and melancholy moan
;

And meaner griefs will less disturb the soul

;

And human pride falls low at human grandeur's goal."

Robert C. Sands.

We have observed how Massasoit, the sagamore of the Wampanoags, whose dominions

extended from Narraganset Bay to that of Massachusetts, presenting the hand of friendship

and protection to the white settlers, remained faithful while he lived. His residence was

near Warren, on the east side of the Narraganset ; and so greatly was his friendship prized

by the Pilgrim Fathers, that Winslow and others made a long journey to visit him when

a March dangerously ill. a Recovering, he entered into a solemn league of friendship with

the vyhites, and faithfully observed it until his death, which occurred thirty-two1623.

b 1655.
years afterward. ^ Alexander, his eldest son, succeeded him, and gave promise of

equal attachment to the whites ; but his rule wa^ short ; he died two years after

thfe death of his father, and his brother' Pometacom or Metacomet, better knoM'ii as King

Philip, became the head of his nation. He was a bold, powerful-minded warrior, and al-

' Bancroft and Hildreth say ne[)hcw. Earlier historians disagree. Prince and Trumbull say he was

grandson to Massasoit, and Hutchinson and Belknap call him his son. Governor Prince, it is said, named
Alexander and Philip after the great 3Iaecdonians, in compliment to Mass; s it, indicating his idea of their

character as warriors. They were doubtless sons of 31assasoit.
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Jealousy of King Philip. Treaties with the Whites. Curtailment of his Domains. His chief Captains. John Eliot.

ready his keen perception gave him uneasiness
"'

respecting the fate of his race. Year after

year the progress of settlement had curtailed

the broad domains of the Wampanoags, until

now they possessed little more than the nar-

row tongues of land at Pocanoket and Pocas-

set, now Bristol and Tiverton
;
yet Philip re-

newed the treaties made with Massa-

soit, and kept them faithfully a dozen

years; but spreading settlements, reducing his

domains acre by acre, breaking up his hunting-

grounds, diminishing the abundance of his fish-

eries, and menacing his nation with the fate

of the landless, stirred up his savage patriot-

ism, and made him resolve to sever the ties

that bound him, with fatal alliance, to his ene-

mies. His residence was at Mount Hope
;

and there, in the solitude of the prime-

val forest, he called his warriors around

him, and planned, with consummate

skill, an alliance of all the New En-

gland tribes against the European in-

truders.'

For years the pious Eliot' had been preaching the gospel among the New Englan

-/it's Yyuvt

Portrait and Sign-manual of King Philip.:

c-m^<>-

d tribes

^ The number of Indians in New England at that time has been variously estimated. Dr. Trumbull, in

his History of the United States (i., 36), supposes that there were thirty-six thousand in all, one third of

whom were warriors. Hutchinson (i., 406) estimates the fighting men of the Narragansets alone at two
thousand. Hinckley says the number of Indians in Plymouth county in 1685, ten years after Philip's war,

was four thousand. Church, in his History of King Philip^s War, published in Boston in 1716, estimated

the number of Indian warriors in New England, in the commencement of that war, at ten thousand. Ban-

croft (ii., 94) says there were probably fifty thousand whites and hardly twenty-five thousand Indians in

New England, west of the Piscataqua ; while east of that stream, in JNIaine, were about four thousand

whites and more than that number of red men.
^ I copied this and the annexed marks of Philip's chief captains, from an original mortgage given by the

sachem, to Constant Southworth. on land four miles square, l3'ing south of Taunton. The
mortgage is dated October 1, 1672. It was drawn up by Thomas Leonard, and is signed

by himself, Constant Southworth, and Hugh Cole. It was acknowl-

edged before, and signed by, John Alden.* This interesting docu-

ment is in the possession of that intelligent antiquar)', S. G. Drake,

Esq., of Boston, to whose kindness I am indebted for these signatures.

No. 1 is the sign of Munashum, alias Nimrod ; No. 2, of Wonckom- ^'"' "" ^'"' ~' '"""^

pawhan; No. 3, of Captain Annawan, the "next man to Philip," or his chief warrior.

' John Eliot, usually called the Apostle of the Indians, was minister of Roxbury. Massachusetts. He
was born in Essex county, England, in 1604, and came to America in 1631. Educated thoroughly at

Cambridge University, he soon obtained great influence among the settlers. Touched by the ignorance of

the Indians respecting spiritual things, his heart yearned to do them good, and for many years he labored

assiduously among them, with great success. He founded, at Natick, the first Indian church in America,

in 1660. The next year he published the New Testament in the Indian language, and in a few 3'ears the

whole Bible and other books. He died May 20th, 1690, aged about eighty-six. The venerable apostle

was buried in the Ministers^ Tomh^f in the first burying-ground at Roxbury, which is situated on the east

side of the great avenue across the' Neck to Boston. The residence of Eliot was opposite the house of

Governor Thomas Dudley, on the other side of the brook. Dudley's mansion was taken down in 1775, and

a redoubt was erected upon the spot. The site is now occupied by the Universalist church. Reverend

Dr. Putnam, of Roxbury, is the fifth pastoral successor of the apostle in the first church. The remains of

T iXV

* Alden was a passenger in the May Flower, and one of the immortal forty-one who signed the instrument of civil govern-

ment, given on pages 437 and 438, vol. i., of this work, where also is the signature of Southworth.

t In 1724-5, a citizen of Roxbury, named William Bowen, was made prisoner by the Turks. The people of his town raised

a sum of money sufficient for his ransom. Before it could be applied they received intelligence of his death. The money wa-

tlien appropriated to the building of a tomb for the ministers of the church.
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Enlightenment of the Indians. Sassamon. Rising of the New England Tribes. Daniel Gookin.

no pains were spared to teach them to read and write ; and in a short time a larger pro-

portion of the Massachusetts Indians could do so than, recently, of the inhabitants of Rus-

sia.' Churches were gathered among the natives ; and when Philip lifted the hatchet,

there were four hundred " praying Indians," as the converts were called, who were firmly

attached to the whites
;
yet Christianity hardly spread beyond the Indians on Cape Cod,

Martha's Vineyard, and Nantucket, and the seven feeble villages around Boston. Philip,

like Pved Jacket of our days, opposed meddling with the religion of his fathers, and, two

years before the war, boldly and openly, at the head of seven hundred warriors, boasted of

his own and their attachment to the ancient belief

/
^^^l\fy^ Z^Cl./-

Handwriting of Eliot and Gookin.

A " praying Indian" named John Sassamon, who had been educated at Cambridge, and

employed as a teacher, had fled to Phihp on account of some misdemeanor, and became a

sort of secretary to the sachem. Being persuaded to return to the whites, he accused Philip

of meditated treason. For this he was waylaid by the savages, and slain. Three of Phil-

ip's men, suspected of the murder, were tried by a jury of half English and half Indians,

convicted, and hanged. The evidence on which they were convicted was slender, and the

Wampanoags were greatly irritated. Philip was cautious ; his warriors were impetuous.

Overruled by their importunities, and goaded by a remembrance of the wrongs and humili-

ations he had suffered from the English,'' he trampled solemn treaties beneath his feet, and

lighted the flame of war. Messengers were sent to other tribes, to arouse them to co-oper-

ation, and, with all the power of Indian eloquence, Metacomet exhorted his followers to

curse the white men, and swear eternal hostility to the pale faces.

" Away ! away ! I will not hear
01' aught but death or vengeance now

;

By the eternal skies I swear

My knee shall never learn to bow

!

I will not hear a word of peace,

Nor clasp in friendly grasp a hand

Link'd to the paie-brow'd stranger race,

That work the ruin of our land.

his predecessors all lie in the Ministers' Tomb. The commissioners of the Forest Hills Cemetery have

designated the heights on its western border as the TLliot Hills, and there the citizens of Roxbury are about

to erect a beautiful monument to the memory of the apostle.

D.\NiEL Gookin, whose signature is given above, was the friend of, and a zealous co-worker with, Mr.

Eliot. He came to Virginia, from England, in 1621. He went to Massachusetts with his family in 1644,

and settled in Cambridge. He was soon called to fill civil and military offices, and in 1652 was appointed

superintendent of the Indians. This office he held until his death, in 1 687, at the age of seventy-five years.

Gookin wrote an historical account of the New England Indians, and was the firm friend of the red man
through life. His remains are in the old burying-ground at Cambridge. Lieutenant Gookin of our Rev-

olutionary army was his lineal descendant.
^ Bancroft, ii., 94.

* In 1671, Philip was suspected of secret plottings against the English, and, notwithstanding his assev-

erations to the contrary, was ordered to give up his fire-arms to the whites. This was a fortunate occur-

rence for the Enoflish ; for, had the Indians possessed those arms in the war that ensued, their defeat would

have l)oon doubtful.



OF THE REVOLUTION. 93

Philip's Appeal. Condition of the Indians. Commencement of Hostilities. Canonchet. Mather's Magnalia.

" Before their coming, we had ranged

Our forests and our uplands free

;

Still let us keep unsold, unchanged,

The heritage of Liberty.

As free as roll the ehainless streams.

Still let us roam our ancient woods
;

As free as break the morning beams,

That light our mountain solitudes.

" Touch not the hand they stretch to you
;

The falsely-proffer'd cup put by

;

Will you believe a coward true ?

Or taste the poison'd draught, to die ?

Their friendship is a lurking snare

;

Their honor but an idle breath
;

Their smile the smile that ti-aitors wear

;

Their love is hate, their life is death.

" And till your last white foe shall kneel,

And in his coward pangs expire

—

Sleep—but to dream of brand and steel

;

Wake—but to deal in blood and fire."

C. Sherry.

Although fierce and determined when once aroused, no douht Philip was hurried into this

war against his best judgment and feelings, for his sagacity must have forewarned him of

failure. The English were well armed and provisioned ; the Indians had few guns, and

their subsistence was precarious. " Phrensy prompted their rising. It was but the storm

in which the ancient inhabitants of the land were to vanish away. They rose without hope,

and therefore they fought without mercy. For them as a nation there was no to-morrow."*

Bancroft has given a condensed, yet perspicuous and brilliant narrative of this war.

"The minds of the English," he says, " were appalled by the horrors of the impending con-

flict, and superstition indulged in its wild inventions. At the time of the eclipse of the

moon, you might have seen the figure of an Indian scalp imprinted on the center of its disk.

The perfect form of an Indian bow appeared in the sky. The sighing of the wind was like

the whistling of bullets. Some distinctly heard invisible troops of horses gallop through the

air, while others formed the prophecy of calamities in the howling of the wolves.'^

" At the very beginning of danger, the colonists exerted their wonted energy. Volunteers

from Massachu.setts joined the troops from Plymouth, and, within a week from the commence-

ment of hostilities, the insulated Pokanokets were driven from Mount Hope, and January 29,

in less than a month Philip was a fugitive among the Nipmucks, the interior '^^^•

tribes of Massachusetts. The little army of .the colonists then entered the territory of the

Narragansets, and from the reluctant tribe extorted a treaty of neutrality, with a promise

to give up every hostile Indian. Victory seemed promptly assured ; but it was only the

commencement of horrors. Canonchet, the chief sachem of the Narragansets, was the son

of Miantonomoh ; and could he forget his father's wrongs ? And would the tribes of New
England permit the nation that had first given a welcome to the English to perish una-

venged ? Desolation extended along the whole frontier. Banished from his patrimony,

1 Bancroft, ii., 101.
^ Cotton Mather, in his Magnalia, ii., 486, sa3^s, " Yea, and now we speak of things ominous, we may

add, some time before this [the execution of three Indians for the murder of Sassamon], in a clear, still,

sunshiny morning, there were divers persons in Maiden who heard in the air, on the southeast of them, a

great gun go off, and presently thereupon the report of small guns, like musket shot, very thick discharging,

as if there had been a battle. This was at a time when there was nothing visible done in any part of the

colony to occasion such noises ; but that which most of all astonished them was the flying of bullets, which

came singing over their heads [beetles ? See page 574, vol. i.], and seemed very near to them ;
after which

the sound of drums, passing along westward, was very audible ; and on the same day, in Plymouth colony,

in several places, invisible troops of horse were heard riding to and fro." No credence is to be attached

to this book of Mather's.



94 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Indian Method of Warfare. Destruction of New England Villages. Terrible Retaliation by the Whites.

where the Pilgrims found a friend, and from his cabin, which had sheltered the exiles, Philip

and his wanuors spread through the country, arousing their brethren to a warfare of ex-

termination.

" The war, on the part of the Indians, was one of ambush and surprise. They never

once met the English in open field ; but always, even if eight-fold in number, fled timor-

ously before infantry. But they were secret as beasts of prey, skillful marksmen, and in

part provided with fire-arms, fleet of foot, conversant with all the paths of the forest, pa-

tient of fatigue, mad with passion for rapine, vengeance, and destruction, retreating into

swamps for their fastnesses, or hiding in the green-wood thickets, where the leaves muffled

the eyes of the pursuers. By the rapidity of their descent, they seemed omnipotent among

the scattered villages, which they ravaged like a passing storm ; and for a full year they

kept all New England in a state of terror and excitement. The exploring party was way-

laid and cut ofi, and the mangled carcasses and disjointed limbs of the dead were hung upon

the trees to terrify pursuers. The laborer in the field, the reapers as they went forth to

harvest, men as they went to mill, the shepherd's boy among the sheep, were shot down by

skulking foes, whose approach was invisible. Who can tell the heavy hours of woman ?

The mother, if left alone in the house, feared the tomahawk for herself and children ; on the

sudden attack, the husband would fly with one child, the wife with another, and perhaps

only one escape ; the village cavalcade, making its way to meeting on Sunday, in files on

horseback, the farmer holding the bridle in one hand and a child in the other, his wife seated

on a pillion behind him, it may be with a child in her lap, as was the fashion of those days,

could not proceed safely ; but, at the moment when least expected, bullets would whiz among

them, discharged with fatal aim from an ambuscade by the wayside. The red men hung

upon the skirts of the English villages ' like the lightning on the edge of the clouds.'

" What need of repeating the same tale of horrors ? Brookfield was set on

bSe^temberi
fir^.a and rescued only to be abandoned. Deerfield M'as burned. ^J Hadley,

surprised during a time of religious service,' was saved only by the daring ol

GofFe, the regicide, now bowed with years, a heavenly messenger of rescue, who darted from

his hiding-place, rallied the disheartened, and, having achieved a safe defense, sank away in

his retirement, to be no more seen. The plains of Northfield were wet with the blood of

a September 12. Beers^ and twenty of his valiant associates. Lathrop's company of young

men, the very flower of Essex, culled out of the towns of that county, were
b September 18. butchered ;b hardly a white man escaped ; and the little stream whose chan-

nel became red with their life currents, is called Bloody Brook to this day."

The Narragansets played false to the white men, and in winter sheltered the foe that

wasted their settlements. It was resolved to treat them as enemies, and through the deep

snows of December, a thousand men, levied by the united colonies, marched to the great fort

of the tribe. ^ Its feeble palisades quickly yielded, and fire and sword soon " swept away
the humble glories of the Narragansets. Their winter stores, their wigwams, and all the

little comforts of savage life, were destroyed ; and more, their old men, their women, their

babes, perished by hundreds in the fire."' It was a terrible blow for the Indians. Cold,

hunger, and disease followed, and were the powerful allies of the English in the decimation

of the tribe. Yet Canonchet did not despair, and he fought gallantly, until, being taken

prisoner by the English, he was put to death.

In the spring, the spirit of revenge and retaliation began its work. Weymouth,
Groton, Medfield, Lancaster, and Marlborough, in Massachusetts, were laid in ashes

;

' See page 420. vol. i., of this work.
^ The fort was situated upon an island containing four or five acres, imbosomed in a swamp. The island

was encompassed by high and strong palisades, with abatis outside, and there three thousand of the Narra-

gansets were collected to pass the winter. This swamp is a short distance southwest of Kingston village,

in the township of Kingston, Washington county, Rhode Island. The Stonington and Providence rail-way

crosses the swamp in a northeasterly direction from its western verge.

3 Bancroft, ii., 105.
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Warwick and Providence, in Rhode Island, were burned ; and every where the isolated

dwellino^s of adventurous settlers were laid waste. But as the season advanced, and more

remote tribes came not to re-enforce them, the Indians, wasted and dispirited, abandoned all

hopes of success. Strifes arose among them. The Connecticut Indians charged their mis-

fortunes upon Philip, and so did the Narragansets. The cords of alliance were severed.

Some surrendered to avoid starvation ; other tribes wandered off and joined those of Canada
;

while Captain Church, the most famous of the English partisan warriors, went out to hunt

and destroy the fugitives.' During the year, between two and three thousand Indians were

killed or submitted. Philip was chased from one hiding-place to another
;
and although he

had vainly sought the aid of the Mohawks, and knew that hope was at an end, his proud

spirit would not listen to words of peace ; he cleft the head of a warrior who ventured to

propose it. At length, after an absence of a year, he resolved, as it were, to meet his des-

tiny, lie returned to the beautiful land where his forefathers slept, the cradle of Ausust,

his infancy, and the nestling-place of his tribe. Once he escaped narrowly, leaving ^^^^

his wife and only son prisonM-s. This bereavement crushed him. " My heart breaks,"

cried the chieftain, in the ago.iy of his grief; "now I am ready to die." His own follow-

ers now began to plot against hiii, to make better terms for themselves. In a few days he

was shot by a faithless Indian, and Captain Church cut off his head with his own sword.

The captive orphan was transported to an island of the ocean. So perished the princes of

the Pokanokets. Sad to them had been their acquaintance with civilization. The first

ship that came on their coast kidnapped men of their kindred ; and now the harmless boy.

who had been cherished as an only child and the future sachem of their tribes—the last of

the family of Massasoit—was sold into bondage, to toil as a slave under the suns of Ber-

muda." Of the once prosperous Narragansets of old, the chief tribe of New England, hardly

one hundred remained. The sword, famine, fire, and sickness had swept them from the

earth. " During the whole war the Mohegans remained faithful to the English, and not

a drop of blood was shed on the happy soil of Connecticut. So much the greater was the

loss in the adjacent colonies. Twelve or thirteen towns were destroyed. The disbursements

and losses equaled in value half a million of dollars—an enormous sum for the few of that

day. More than six hundred men, chiefly young men, the flower of the country, of whom

any mother might have been proud, perished in the field. As many as six hundred houses

were burned. Of the able-bodied men in the colony, one in twenty had fallen ; and one

family in twenty had been burned out. The loss of lives and property was, in proportion

' Benjamin Church was born at Duxbur)\ in 1639. He was the first white settler at Seaconnet, or

Little Compton. He was the most active and noted combatant of the Indians during King Philip's war,

and when Philip was slain, Church cut off his head with his own hands. The sword with which he per-

formed the act is in the cabinet of the Massachusetts Historical Society (see page 562, vol. i.). In 1689,

Church was commissioned by President Hinckley, of Plymouth, and the governors of Maine and Massachu-

setts, commander-in-chief of a force sent against the Eastern Indians. He continued making expeditions

against them until 1704. In his old age he was corpulent. A fall from his horse was the cause of his

death, which occurred at Little Compton, January 17, 1718, at the age of seventy-seven years. Under his

direction his son prepared a history of the Indijin wars, which was published in 1716.

2 The disposal of this child was a subject of much deliberation. Several of the elders were urgent to put

him to death. It was finally resolved to be merciful, and send him to Bermuda, to be sold into slavery.

Such was the fate of many Indians, a fate to them worse than death. During the war the government of

Plymouth gave thirty shillings for every head of an Indian killed in battle, and Philip's brought the same

price. Their living bodies brought a high price in Bermuda, and probably more living Indian heads went

thither than dead ones to the market at Plymouth. Witamo, the squaw sachem of Pocasset, shared in the

disasters of Philip. She was drowned while crossing a river in her flight. Her body was recovered, and

the head cut off and stuck upon a pole at Taunton, amid the jeers of the whites and the tears of the cap-

tive Indians. The body of Philip was beheaded and quartered, according to the sentence of the English

law against traitors. One of his hands was given to the Indian who had shot him, and on the day appointed

for a public thanksgiving, his head was carried in triumph into Plymouth. What a mockery of Christian-

ity ! Men, guilty of gross injustice to a race that had befriended them, lifting their hands toward heaven

reeking with the blood of those they had injured, and singing Te Deum Laudamtis, or praising God for his

providential care ! No Providence for the poor Indian, because he had neither cunning, skill, nor gun-

powder !
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to numbers, as distressing as in the Pwevolutionary war. There was scarce a family from

which Death had not selected a victim."' Thus ended the first general Indian war in New
England. Righteousness, sitting upon the throne of judgment, has long since decided the

question of equity ; and we, viewing the scene at a distance, can not fail to discern the true

verdict against the avaricious white man.

Those dark days of distress and crime are passed away forever. The splendors of an Oc-

tober sun, which then shed a radiance over the forests and the waters, beautiful as now, no

longer light up the ambuscade of the red men, or the hiding-places of the pale-faces lurking

for blood. From the bald eminence on which I stand, the land of Philip and Canonchet,

of Witamo and Miantonomoh, and the broad waters where they sported in peace, are spread

out to the eye beautiful as the " Happy Valley," and upon the whole domain rest the be-

neficent influences of love, harmony, righteousness, and peace. Let us, then, endeavor to

forget the gloomy past, and leave upon memory only the bright vision of the present.

The vision was bright indeed, but it was the sheen of the glacier. The unclouded sun

and the uncurbed north wind wrestled for the mastery. The latter was the victor, and,

until I was warmed at the table of Mr. Anthony, 1 could not fully comprehend the cha'rms

which I had beheld while half frozen among the mounds of the old fortress on the hill.

I returned to Newport by the way of Vaucluse, on the eastern road, where I sketched

the great sycamore pictured on page 85, which is standing upon the bank of the Seaconnet

or Eastern Channel. Near the mouth of this passage, a little below Vaucluse, occurred one

of those events, characterized by skill and personal bravery, which make up a large portion

of the history of our war for independence. In order to close up this channel, when the

French fleet appeared off' Newport, the British converted a strong vessel of two hundred

tuns into a galley, and named it Pigot, in honor of the commander on Rhode Island. Its

upper deck was removed, and on its lower deck were placed twelve eight-pounders, which

belonged to the Flora, that was sunk in Newport harbor, and also ten swivels. Thus

armed, she was a formidable floating battery. Major Silas Talbot, whose exploits had al-

ready won the expressed approbation of Congress, proposed an expedition to capture or de-

stroy this vessel, for it effectually broke up the local trade of that section. General Sulli-

van regarded his scheme as impracticable, but finally consented to give Talbot permission to

make the attempt. A draft of men for the purpose was allowed, and with sixty resolute

patriots, Talbot sailed from Providence in a coasting sloop called the Haivk, which he had

fitted out for the purpose. Armed with only three three-pounders, besides the small arms

of his men, he sailed by the British forts at Bristol Ferry, and anchored within a few miles

of the Pigot. Procuring a horse on shore, he rode down the east bank and reconnoitered.

The galley presented a formidable appearance, yet the major was not daunted. At nine

o'clock in the evening, favored with a fair wind, and accompanied by Lieutenant Helm, of

Rhode Island, and a small re-enforcement, Talbot hoisted the anchor of the Hatvk, and with

a kedge-anchor lashed to the jib-boom to tear the nettings of the Pigot, he bore down upon

that vessel. It was a very dark night in October. Under bare poles he drifted past

Fogland Ferry fort without being discovered, when he hoisted sail and ran partly un-

der the stern of the galley. The sentinels hailed him, but, returning no answer, a volley

of musketry was discharged at the HaivJc without effect. The anchor tore the nettings and

grappled the fore-shrouds of the Pigot, enabling the assailants to make a free passage to her

deck. With loud shouts, the Americans ])oured from the Hawk, and drove every man of

the Pigot into the hold, except the commander, who fought desperately alone, with no other

:mail than shirt and drawers, until he perceived that resistance was useless. The Pigot was

surrendered, with the officers and crew. Her cables were coiled over the hatchways, to se-

cure the prisoners below, and, weighing anchor, Talbot, with his prize, entered the harbor

of Stonington the next day. This bold adventure was greatly applauded, and, on the 1 4th

of November following. Congress complimented Talbot and his men, and presented him with

» Bancroft, ii., 108, 109.
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a commission of lieutenant colonel in the army of the United States.'

transferred to the navy, in which service we shall meet him again.

I reached Newport at four o'clock, and at sunset was on board

the Empire State, a noble Sound steam-boat (which was partially

destroyed by fire a few weeks afterward), bound for New York.

We passed old Fort Canonicut and Fort Adams, and out of the

harbor at twilight ; and at dark, leaving the Beaver-tail light be-

hind, Ave were breasting the moon-lit waves of the ocean toward

Point Judith. I now bade a final adieu to New England, to visit

other scenes hallowed by the struggle of our fathers for liberty.

Often since has the recollection of my visit there come up in mem-

ory like a pleasant dream ; and never can I forget the universal

kindness Avhich I received during my brief tai'ry among the people

of the East.

" They love their land because it is their own,

And scorn to give aught other reason why

;

Would shake hands with a king upon his throne,

And think it kindness to his majesty

;

A stubborn race, fearing and flattering none.

Such are they nurtured, such they live and die,

All, but a few apostates, who are meddling

With merchandise, pounds, shillings, pence, and peddling;

" Or, wandering through the Southern countries, teaching

The ABC from Webster's spelling-book;

Gallant and godly, making love and preaching,

And gaining, by what they call ' hook and crook,'

And what the moralists call overreaching,

A decent living. The Virginians look

Upon them with as favorable eyes

As Gabriel on the Devil in Paradise.

" But these are but their outcasts. View them near,

At home, where all their worth and pride are placed

;

And there their hospitable fires burn clear.

And there the lowliest farm-house hearth is graced

With manly hearts; in piety sincere;

Faithful in love, in honor stern and chaste.

In friendship warm and true, in danger brave,

Beloved in life, and sainted in the grave."

Halleck's ' Connecticut.'

He was afterward

C'ANONicut, OR Dumplings
Fort.

' See Tuckerman's Life of Talbot ; Journals of Congress, iv., 471.
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CHAPTEPv V.

*' By wooded bluff we steal, by leaning lawn,

By palace, village, cot, a sweet surprise

At every turn the vision breaks upon
;

Till to our wondering and uplifted eyes

The Highland rocks and hills in solemn grandeur rise.

" Nor clouds in heaven, nor billows in the deep.

More graceful shapes did ever heave or roll

;

Nor came such pictures to a painter's sleep,

Nor beam'd such visions on a poet's soul

!

The pent-up flood, impatient of control.

In ages past here broke its granite bound,

Then to the sea in broad meanders stole,

While ponderous ruin strew'd the broken ground,

And these gigantic hills forever closed around.''

Theodore S. Fay.

-g,.£,y, VEPvY place made memorable by Pvevolutionary events has an interest

Tf ' in the mind and heart of the American, and claims the homage of re-

gard from the lover of freedom, wheresoever he may have inspired his

first breath. But there are a few localities so thickly clustered with asso-

ciations of deep interest, that they appear like fuglemen in the march of

events which attract the historian's notice. Prominent among these are the

Highlands, upon the Hudson, from Haverstraw to Newburgh, the scenes of

councils, battles, sieges, triumphs and treason, in all of which seemed to be

' mvolved for the moment, the fate of American liberty. Thitherward I journeyed

at the commencement of our beautiful Indian summer,' the season

" When first the frost

Turns into beauty all October's charms
;

When the dread fever quits us ; when the storms

Of the wild equinox, with all its wet.

Has left the land as the first deluge left it.

With a bright bow of many colors hung

Upon the forest tops,"

Brainerd.

and rambled for a week among those ancient hills and the historic grounds adjacent. I ar-

rived at Newburgh on the morning of the 25th of October. The town is pleasantly

situated upon the steep western bank of the Hudson, sixty miles from New York, and

in the midst of some of the finest scenery in the world, enhanced in interest to the student

of history by the associations which hallow it. In the southern suburbs of the village, on

the brow of the hill, stands the gray old fabric called " The Hasbrouck House," memorable

' The week or ten days of warm, balmy weather in autumn, immediately preceding the advent of winter

storms, when, as Irving says of Sleepy Hollow, a " drowsy, dreamy influence seems to hang over the land

and pervade the very atmosphere," appears to be peculiar to the United States, and has attracted the at-

tention of travelers and philosophers. It is called Indian summer, because it occurs at a season when the

natives gathered in their crops of maize or Indian corn. The atmosphere is smoky, and so mellows the

sunliffht that every object wears the livery of repose, like the landscapes of Southern Italy. The cause of

ihe warmth and other peculiarities of this season is an unexplained question. It is the season when the

fallen leaves of our vast forests begin to decay. As decadence is slow combustion, may not the heat evolved

in the process produce the effects noticed ?

1848,
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The " Hasbrouck House" and Vicinity. Its interior construction. Purchased by the State. Ceremonies at its Dedication.

as the head-quarters of Washington at the close of the Pvevolution. From the rickety pi-

azza or stoojy on the riv-

er front may be seen the

historic grounds of Fish-

kill, Ncm^ Windsor, Plumb
Point, Pollopel's Island,

and the Beacon Hills

;

and through the mighty

gateway in the Highlands,

whose posts are Break-

neck and Butter Hills,

in altitude fifteen hund-

red feet, appear glimpses

of distant West Point

and the amphitheater of

mountains which surround

it. Let us take a peep

within the venerable mansion ; and as the morning sun is shining pleasantly upon the

porch, we will there sit down, and glance over the pages of the old clasped volume, the vade

viecurn and Mentor of our journey.

The front door opens into a large square room, which was used by Washington for his

public audiences, and as a dining hall. It is remarkable for the fact that it has seven doors,

and only one window. Of the two doors on the left in the picture, the nearest one to the

spectator was the entrance to the chief's sitting-room ; the other, to his bed-room. There

is no plaster ceiling above ; the heavy beams, nine inches wide and fourteen deep, com-

pletely exposed, give it a strong as well as antique appearance. Properly taken care of,

' This view is from the northeast, comprising the north gable and east or river front. The house is sub-

stantially built of stone, and is now (1850) just one hundred years old. This remark applies only to the

portion containing the large room with seven doors, and the two bed-rooms on the north of it. This portion

was built in 1750. Afterward a kitchen was built on the south end, and in 1770 an addition was made to

it, on the west side, of the same length and height of the old part. The dates of the first and last additions

are cut in the stones of the building. The tire-place in the large room is very spacious, "in which," says

Mr. Eager, " a small bullock might have been turned upon a spit."* The house has been in the posses-

sion of the Hasbrouck family (one of the oldest of the Huguenot families in the county) from the time of its

erection until recently, when it was purchased by the State of New York for the purpose of preserving it

as a relic of the Revolution. It is placed in charge of the trustees of the village of Newburgh, who are re-

quired to expend a certain amount in repairs, ornamenting the grounds, &c. The family residing in the

house is employed for the purpose of receiving and attending visitors. The house has been thoroughly

repaired since the above sketch was made, under the direction of an advisory committee for its restoration

and the embellishment of the grounds. Some of the modern alterations within have been changed, and the

whole appearance of the edifice is now as much like that of the era of the Revolution as it is possible to

make it. Interesting ceremonies were had upon the occasion of its dedication, on the 4th of July, 1850.

There was a civic and military procession. The ceremonies on the green before the house were opened

with prayer by Reverend Doctor Johnson, and an address by J. J. Monell, Esq., of Newburgh. While a

choir was singing the following last stanza of a beautiful ode, written by Mrs. Monell,

" With a prayer your faith expressing,

Raise our country's flag on high

;

Here, where rests a nation's blessing,

Stars and stripes shall tloat for aye

!

Mutely telling

Stirring tales of days gone by,"

major-general Scott, who was present, hoisted the American flag upon a lofty staff erected near. The
Declaration of Independence was read by Honorable F. J. Betts, after which Honorable J. W. Edmonds
pronounced an oration, marked by evidences of much historic research. Henceforth this venerated relic be-

longs to the people of New York ; and doubtless its cabinet of Revolutionary remains, already begun, will

be augmented by frequent donations, until a museum of rare interest shall be collected there.

History of Orange County.
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this relic of the Revolution may remaiti another century. The timbers are sound, the walls

massive, and the roof and weather-boards were well preserved.

1783.

iHE Dining HAXL, on Room with seven DooRb

Lady Washington was a resident of the "Hasbrouck House" during the summer of 1783,

and, in gratification of her taste for gardening, a large space in front of the house was culti-

vated by her. Mr. Eager, the historian of Orange county, informed me that within his re-

membrance the brick borders of her flower-beds remained. Washington, with his lady, left

there about the middle of August, to attend upon Congress, then in session at Prince-

ton, New Jersey, leaving the portion of the Continental army then in service, under

the command of General Knox. The commander-in-chief did not return to Newburgh, but

made his head-quarters, for a few days in November, at West Point, from whence he re-

November25, paired to New York and took possession of that city on its evacuation by the
1783. British troops.

Orange county was among the first settled portions of the State of New York. It was
organized in 1683 ; its name was given in honor of William, prince of Orange, afterward

King of England. The first permanent settlers in the county were Germans, and their

original location was in the present town of Newburgh, at a place called by the Indians

Quassaic, on a creek of that name, a little below the village. They obtained a patent from

Queen Anne, in 1719, for twenty-one hundred and ninety acres, extending north from the

Quassaic Creek, and proceeded to lay out a village which they called. New Burgh or New

^ In the December number of the New York Mirror for 1834, is an interesting account of this old build-

ing, by Gulian C. Verplanck, Esq. He relates the following anecdote connected with this room, which he

received from Colonel Nicholas Fish, father of the late governor of the State of New York. Just before

La Fayette's death, himself and the American minister, with several of his countrymen, were invited to dine

at the house of that distinguished Frenchman, Marbois, who was the French secretary of legation here dur-

mg the Revolution. At the supper hour the company were shown into a room which contrasted quite oddly

with the Parisian elegance of the other apartments where they had spent the evening. A low boarded,

painted ceiling, with large beams, a single small, uncurtained window, with numerous small doors, as well

jis the general style of the whole, gave, at first, the idea of the kitchen, or largest room of a Dutch or Bel-

gian farm-house. On a long rough table was a repast, just as little in keeping with the refined kitchens of

Paris as the room was with its architecture. It consisted of a large dish of meat, uncouth-looking pastry,

and wine in decanters and bottles, accompanied by glasses and silver mujrs, such as indicated other habits

and tastes than those of modern Paris. " Do you know where we now are ?" said the host to La Fayette

and his companions. They paused for a few minutes in surprise. They had seen something like this be-

fore, but when and where '?
" Ah ! the seven doors and one window," said La Fayette, " and the silver

camp-goblets, such as the marshals of France used in my youth ! We are at Washington's head-quarters

on the Hudson, fifty years ago!"

The view here given is from the west door of the dining-hall, looking out of the east door upon the Hud-
son, the green fields of Fishkill, and the North Beacon of the Highlands, whereon the Americans lighted

watch-fires when occasion demanded it. The fire-place on the right is within the area of the room, having

a heavy hewn stone for a back-log. The visitor may stand there, and look up the broad-mouthed chimney

to the sky above.
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Town. Five hundred acres were reserved as glebe land, and under favorable auspices the

village of Newburgh was founded. The Germans in time became dissatisfied, sold out their

patent and dispersed, some going to Pennsylvania, and others to the Mohawk country. Some
English, Irish, New Englanders, and a few Huguenots from Ulster filled their places, and

flourishing settlements were soon planted along the river, or upon the rich bottoms of the

water-courses. They also spread interiorly," and Goshen, Minisink, Wawarsing, and other

thriving towns started up in the midst of the red men. The ante-revolutionary history of

this section of the state is full of stirring incidents, for the wily Indian, properly suspicious

of the pale faces, was ever on the alert to do them damage ; and the privations, alarms,

and sufferings of those who opened the fertile bosom of the country to the sun and rain, and

spread broad aci'es of cultivation where the deer grazed in shady solitudes, compose a web

of romance wonderful indeed. And when the Revolution broke out, and the savages of the

Mohawk Valley and of Western New York were let loose upon the remote settlements, the

people of Orange county were intense sufferers, particularly those upon its frontier settle-

ments, in the direction of the wilderness. The Tories and their savage associates spread

terror in every direction, and in Wawarsing and vicinity many patriots and their families

were the victims of ambuscade or open attack. But I will not repeat a tale of horror such

as we have already considered in viewing the history of the Mohawk Valley. The atroci-

ties committed in Orange county were but a counterpart in character and horror of the for-

mer.' Strong houses were barricaded and used as forts ; the people went armed by day,

and slept armed at night ; and almost hourly murder and rapine stalked boldly abroad. It

was a time of darkest misery ; and not until the Indian power of the West was broken, and

the Tories failed to receive their aid, was the district blessed with quiet.

The invasion of Minisink," alluded to in a former chapter, was one of those prominent

hnks in the chain of Indian and Tory depredations, that I may not pass it over with only

brief mention. Here let us consider it. There wei'e very few engaged in the battle that

ensued, yet that few fought with wonderful valor, and suffered a terrible slaughter.

Count Pulaski and his legion of cavalry were stationed, during a part of the winter of

1778—9, at Minisink. In February, he was ordered to South Carolina, to join the army

under Lincoln. The settlement was thus left wholly unprotected, which being perceived

by Brant, the accomplished Mohawk warrior, he resolved to make a descent upon it. Dur-

ing the night of the 1 9th of July, at the head of sixty Indians, and twenty-seven Tories

disguised as savages, he stole upon the little town, and before the people were aroused

from their slumbers he had fired several dwellings. With no means for defense, the inhab-

itants sought safety in flight to the mountains, leaving their pretty village and all their

worldly goods a spoil to the invaders. Their small stockade fort, a mill, and twelve houses

and barns were burned, several persons were killed, some taken prisoners, the orchards and

plantations were laid waste, cattle were driven away, and booty of every kind was carried

to Grassy Brook, on the Delaware, a few miles above the mouth of the Lackawaxen, where

the chief had left the main body of his warriors. When intelligence of this invasion reached

Goshen, Doctor Tusten, colonel of the local militia, issued orders to the officers of his regi-

ment to meet him at Minisink the next day, with as many volunteers as they could muster.

The call was promptly responded to, and one hundred and forty-nine hardy men were gath-

ered around Tusten the following morning. Many of these were principal gentlemen of the

vicinity. A council was held, and it was unanimously determined to pursue the invaders.

^ For details of the trials of the settlers, and the atrocities committed by the Indians and Tories in this

section, see a pamphlet published at Rondout, entitled " The Indians j
or, Narratives of Massacres, SfC,

in Waicarsing and its Vicinity during the American Revolution.^''

^ Minisink was one of the most ancient settlements in Orange county. It was in existence as a white

settlement as early as 1669, when a severe battle was fought with the Indians on the 22d of July, ninety

years, to a day, previous to the conflict in question. From that time until the Revolution it was often the

scene of strife with the red men, and ahnost every dell, and rock, and ancient tree has its local tradition.

The place of the ancient settlement is situated about ten miles northwest of Goshen, among the Shawan-
gunk Mountains, between the Wallkill and the Navasink Vallevs.
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Colonel Tusten, who well knew the skill, prowess, caution, and craftiness of Brant, opposed

the measure, as a hazardous undertaking with so small a force. He was overruled, and the

debates of the council were cut short by Major Meeker, who piounted his horse, flourished

his sword, and shouted, " Let the hravc men follow me ; the coivards may stay behind !"

These words ignited the assembly, and the line of march was immediately formed. They

traveled seventeen miles, and then encamped for the night. The next morning. Colonel

Hathorn, of the Warwick militia, with a small re-enforcement, joined them. He was Tus-

ten's senior officer, and took the command. They resumed their march at sunrise, and at

Half-way Brook came upon the Indian encampment of the previous night ; the smoldering

watch-fires were still smoking. The number of these fires indicated a large savage force,

and the two colonels, with the more prudent of the company, advocated, in council, a return,

rather than further pursuit. But excited bravado overcame prudence, and a large majority

determined to pursue the Indians ; the minority yielded, and the march was resumed.

A scouting party, under Captain Tyler, was sent forward upon the Indian trail. The
pursuers were discovered, and a bullet from. an unseen foe slew the captain. There was

momentary alarm ; but the volunteers pressed eagerly onward, and at nine in the morning

they hovered upon the high hills overlooking the Delaware near the mouth of the Lacka-

waxen. The enemy were in full view below, marching in the direction of a fording-place.

Hathorn determined to intercept them there, and disposed his men accordingly. The inter-

vening hills hid the belligerents from each other. Brant had watched the movements of

his pursuers, and comprehending Hathorn's design, he wheeled his column, and thridding

a deep and narrow ravine which the whites had crossed, brought his whole force in the

rear of the Americans. Here he formed an ambuscade, and deliberately selected his battle

ground.
' The volunteers were surprised and disappointed at not finding the enemy where they ex-

pected to, and were marching back when they discovered some of the Indians. One of

them, mounted on a horse stolen at Minisink, was shot by a militia-man. This was a sig-

nal for action, and the firing soon became general. It was a long and bloody conflict. The

Indians were greatly superior in numbers, and a detachment of Hathorn's troops, consisting

of one third of the whole, became separated from the rest at the commencement of the en-

gagement. Closer and closer the savages pressed upon the whites, until they were hemmed
within the circumference of an acre of ground, upon a rocky hill that sloped on all sides.

The ammunition of the militia was stinted, and they were careful not to fire at random and

without aim. Their shots were deadly, and many a red man was slain. The conflict be-

juiy22, g^-i^ 3-t eleven o'clock, and continued until the going down of the sun, on that long

^'^^^ July day. At twilight the battle was yet imdecided, but the ammunition of the

whites being exhausted, a party of the enemy attacked and broke their hollow square at one

corner. The survivors of the conflict attempted to retreat. Behind a ledge of rocks. Doctor

Tusten had been dressing the wounds of the injured during the day. There were seventeen

men under his care when the retreat commenced. The Indians fell upon them furiously,

and all, with the Doctor, were slain. Several who attempted to escape by swimming across

the Delaware were shot by the Indians ; and of the whole number that went forth, only

about thirty returned to relate the dreadful scenes of the day.' This massacre of the wound-

ed is one of the darkest stains upon the memory of Brant, whose honor and humanity were

often more conspicuous than that of his Tory allies. He made a weak defense of his con-

duct by asserting that he offered the Americans good treatment if they would surrender
;

^ The place of conflict is about two miles from the northern bank of the Delaware, and the same distance

below the Lechau-achsin or Lackawaxen River. It is about three miles from the Barryville station, on the

New York and Erie rail-road. The battle ground and the adjacent region continue in the same wild state

as of old, and over the rocky knolls and tangled ravines where the Indians and the Goshen militia fought,

wild deer roam in abundance, and a panther occasionally leaps upon its prey. The place is too rocky for

cultivation, and must ever remain a wilderness. At the Mohackamack Fork (now Port Jervis, on the Del-

aware) was a small settlement, and a block-house, called Jersey Fort.



OF THE REVOLUTION. 10:

Brant's Defense. Effect of the Massacre. Salvation of Major Wood. Interment of the Remains of the Slain. Monument.

that he w
and that h

,*r ^S--"^

arned them of the fierceness of the thirst for blood that actuated his warriors,

e could not answer for their conduct after the first shot should be fired ; and that

his humane proposition was answered by a bullet from an American

musket, M'hich pierced his belt.'

Goshen and the surrounding country was filled with the voice of

mourning, for the flower of the youth and mature manhood of that

region was slain. The massacre made thirty-three widows in the

Presbyterian congregation at Goshen. At the recital, a shudder ran

throughout the land, and gave keenness to the blade and fierceness

to the torch which, a few weeks afterward, desolated the Indian par-

adise in the country of the Senecas and Cayugas.

Orange county labored much and sufiered much in the cause of

freedom. Newburgh and New Windsor, within it, having been the

chosen quarters of Washington at different times, from December,

1780, until the conclusion of peace in 1783, and a portion of that

time the chief cantonment of the American army, the county is a

conspicuous point in the history of the Avar. At the close of 1780,

the army was cantoned at three

points : at Morristown, and at

Pompton, in New Jersey, and

at Phillipstown, in the Hudson

Highlands. Washington es-

tablished his head-quarters atMonument at Goshen.^

' During the battle, Major Wood, of Goshen, made a masonic sign, by accident, which Brant, who was

a Free-mason, perceived and heeded. Wood's lite was spared, and as a prisoner he was treated kindly, until

the Mohawk chief perceived that he was not a Mason. Then, with withering scorn, Brant looked upon

Wood, believing that he had obtained the masonic sign which he used, by deception. It was purely an ac-

cident on the part of Wood. When released, he hastened to become a member of the fraternity by whose

instrumentality his life had been spared. The house in which Major Wood lived is yet standing (though

much altered), at the foot of the hill north of the rail-way station at Goshen. The house of Roger Town-

send, who was amonff the slain, is also standing:, and well preserved. It is in the southern part of the vil-

lage. The Farmers^ Hall Academy, an old brick building, two stories high, and now used for a district

school-house, is an object of some interest to the visitor at Goshen, from the circumstance that there Noah

Webster, our great lexicographer, once taught school. An old gentleman of the village informed me that

he had often seen him at twilight on a summer's evening in the grove on the hill northward of the rail-way

station, gathering up the manuscripts which he had been preparing in a retired spot, after school hours.

- In 1822, the citizens of Orange county collected the bones of those slain in the battle of Minisink,

which had been left forty-three years upon the field of strife, and caused them to be buried near the center

of the green at the foot of the main street of the village. On that occasion there was a great gathering of

people, estimated at fifteen thousand in number. The cadets from West Point were there, under the com-

mand of the late General Worth, then a major. The corner-stone was laid by General Hathorn, one of the

survivors of the battle, then eighty years of age. He accompanied the act with a short and feeling address.

A funeral oration was pronounced by the Reverend James R. Wilson, now of Newburgh. Over these re-

mains a marble monument was erected. It stands upon three courses of brown freestone, and a stone pave-

ment a few feet square, designed to be surrounded by an iron railing. In consequence of neglecting to

erect the railing, the monument has suffered much from the prevailing spirit of vandalism which I have al-

ready noticed.
"
Its corners are broken, the inscriptions are mutilated, and the people of Goshen are made

to feel many regrets for useless delay in giving that interesting memorial a protection. On the east side

of the pedestal is the following inscription :

"Erected by the inhabitants of Orange county, 22d July, 1822. Sacred to the memory of their fellow-

citizens who fell at the battle of Minisink, 22d July, 1779."

Upon the other three sides of the pedestal are the following names of the slain :

"Benjamin Tusten, colonel; Bezaleel Tyler, Samuel Jones, John Little, John Duncan, Benjamin Vail,

captains ; John Wood, lieutenant ; Nathaniel Finch, adjutant ; Ephraim Mastin, Ephraim Middaugh, en-

signs ; Gabriel Wisner, Esq., Stephen ]\tead, Mathias Terwilliger, Joshua Lockwood, Ephraim Ferger-

son^ Roger Townsend, Samuel Knapp, James Knapp, Benjamin Bonnet, William Barker, Jonathan Pierce,

James Little, Joseph Norris, Gilbert Vail, Abraham Shepperd, Joel Decker, Nathan Wade, Simon Wait,

Tallmadge, Jacob Dunning, John Carpenter, David Barney, Jonathan Haskell, Abraham Williams,
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New Windsor in December, 1780, where he remained until June, 1781, when the French,

who had quartered during the winter at Newport and Lebanon, formed a junction with the

Americans on the Hudson. In April, 1782, he established his head-quarters at Newburgh,

two miles above the village of New Windsor, where he continued most of the time until

November, 1783, when the Continental army was disbanded.

For a short time in the autumn of 1 782, while the head-quarters of Washington were at

Newburo-h, the main portion of the army was encamped at Verplanck's Point, in pursuance

of an ent^agement with Rochambeau to form a junction of the American and French forces

at that place, on the return of the latter from Virginia. The allies marched eastward late

in autumn, when the American army crossed the Hudson at West Point, traversed the

mountains, and arrived in the township of New Windsor on the 28th of November,
^^^*'

where it was hutted for the winter. The main portion of the army was encamped in

the neighborhood of Snake Hill ; of this we will write presently. Washington continued

bis head-quarters at the stone house at Newburgh ; Generals Knox and Greene, who had

the immediate command of the chief forces and of the artillery, were quartered at the house

of John Ellison (now Captain Charles Morton's), in the vicinity of the main camp near

Snake Hill ;
Gates and St. Clair, with the hospital stores, were at Edmonston's, at The

Square ; La Fayette M^as at William Ellison's, near by ;
and the Baron Steuben was at

the house of Samuel Verplanck, on the Fishkill side of the river.

At Newburgh occurred one of the most painful events in the military life of Washington.

For a long time the discontents among the officers and soldiers in the army respecting the

arrearages of their pay and their future prospects, had been increasing, and in the spring of

1782 became alarmingly manifest. Complaints were frequently made to the commander-

in-chief Feeling the justice of these complaints, his sympathy was fully alive to the inter-

ests of his companions in arms. Colonel Nicola, an

/^ y^ experienced officer, and a gentleman possessed of

' /> /''•'•rTV' much weight of character, was usually the medi-

C/yt/'l^ c/ / ^^^
urn for communicating to him, verbally, their com-

plaints, wishes, and fears. In May, Colonel Nicola

addressed a letter to Washington, the tenor of which struck harshly upon the tenderest chord

in that great man's feelings. After some general remarks on the deplorable condition of the

army, and the little hope they could have of being properly rewarded by Congress, the col-

onel entered into a political disquisition on the different forms of government, and came to

the conclusion that republics are, of all others, the least susceptible of stability, and the least

capable of securing the rights, freedom, and power of individuals. He therefore inferred

that America could never become prosperous under such a form of government, and that the

Enolish government was nearer perfection than any other. He then proceeded to express

his opinion that such a government would be the choice of the people, after due considera-

tion, and added, " In this case it will, I believe, be uncontroverted, that the same abilities

which have led us through difficulties apparently insurmountable by human power to vic-

tory and glory those qualities, that have merited and obtained the universal esteem and

veneration of an army—would be most likely to conduct and direct us in the smoother paths

of peace. Some people have so connected the idea of tyranny and monarchy as to find it

very difficult to separate them. It may, therefore, be requisite to give the head of such a

constitution as T propose some title apparently more moderate ;
but, if all other things were

once adjusted, I believe strong arguments might be produced for admitting the title of king,

which I conceive would be attended with some national advantage." How amazingly Col-

onel Nicola, and those officers and civihans (and they, doubtless, were not a few) whom he

represented, misapprehended the true character of Washington, may be readily inferred from

the prompt and severe rebuke which they received from his hand. The commander-in-chief

replied as follows :

.Tames Mosher. Isaac Ward, Baltus Nierpos, Gamaliel Bailey, Moses Thomas, Eleazer Owens, Adam Eni-

l.ler, Samuel Littlo, Benjamin Dunning, Samuel Reed.''
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" Sir,—With a mixture of great surprise and astonishment, I have read with attention

the sentiments you have submitted to my perusal. Be assured, sir, no occurrence in the

course of this war has given me more painful sensations than your information of there beinw

such ideas existing in the army as you have expressed, and which I must view with abhor-

rence and reprehend with severity. For the present, the communication of them will rest

in my own bosom, unless some further agitation of the matter shall make a disclosure nec-

essary. I am much at a loss to conceive what part of my conduct could have given en-

couragement to an address which to me seems big with the greatest mischiefs that can befall

my country. If I am not deceived in the knowledge of myself, you could not have found a

person to whom your schemes are more disagreeable. At the same time, in justice to my
own feelings, I must add, that no man possesses a more serious wish to see ample justice

done to the ai'my than I do ; and, as far as my power and influence, in a constitutional way,

extend, they shall be employed to the utmost of my abilities to effect it, should there be

any occasion. Let me conjure you, then, if you have any regard for your country, concern

for yourself or posterity, or respect for me, to banish these thoughts from your mind, and

never communicate, as from yourself or any one else, a sentiment of the like nature. I

am, &c."'

In this affair the disinterested patriotism of Washington shone with its brightest luster.

At the head of a victorious army ; beloved and venerated by it and by the people ; with per-

sonal influence unbounded, and with power in possession for consummating almost any po-

litical scheme not apparently derogatory to good government, he receives from an officer

whom he greatly esteems, and who speaks for himself and others, an offer of the scepter of

supreme rule and the crown of royalty I What a bribe ! Yet he does not hesitate for a

moment ; he does not stop to revolve in his mind any ideas of advantage in the proposed

scheme, but at once rebukes the author sternly but kindly, and impresses his signet of stron-

gest disapprobation upon the proposal. History can not present a parallel.

The apprehensions which this event produced in the mind of Washington, though allayed

for a while, were painfully revived a few months later. The same circumstances of present

hardship and gloomy prospects that disturbed the army when Nicola addressed Washington,

not only continued to exist, but reasons for discontent daily increased. After the return of

the army from Verplanck's Point, and their settlement in winter quarters in the neighbor-

hood of Newburgh and New Windsor, the officers and soldiers had leisure to reflect upon

their situation and prospects. Expecting a dissolution of the Revolutionary government
when peace should be established, and a thorough reorganization of civil and military af-

fairs, they apprehended great difficulties and losses in the adjustment of their claims, partic-

ularly those appertaining to the long arrearages of their pay. They were aware of the pov-

erty of the treasury and the inefficiency of the existing government in commanding resources

for its replenishment ; a condition arising from the disposition of individual states to deny

the right of Congress to ask for pecuniary aid from their respective treasuries in satisfying

public creditors. This actual state of things, and no apparent security for a future adjust-

ment of their claims, caused great excitement and uneasiness among the officers and
^

. . 176*^

soldiers, and in December they addressed a memorial to Congress on the subject of

their grievances.* A committee, composed of General M'Dougal, Colonel Ogden, and Col-

onel Brooks, were appointed to carry the memorial to Philadelphia, lay it before Congress,

and explain its import. Congress appointed a committee, consisting of a delegate from each

state, to consider the memorial. The committee reported, and, on the 25th of Jan-

uary. Congress passed a series of resolutions, which were not very satisfactory. In

' Sparks's Life and Writings of Washington, viii., 300, 302. Washington's letter to Colonel Nicola is

dated at Newburgh, 22d May, 1782.
^ This memorial comprehended five different articles : 1. Present pay; 2. A settlement of the accounts

of the arrearages of pay, and security for what was due ; 3. A commutation of the half-pay authorized by
difTerent resolutions of Congress, for an equivalent in gross ; 4. A settlement of the accounts of deficiencies

of rations and compensation
; 5. A settlement of the accounts of deficiencies of clothing and compensation.

II. H
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regard to present pay, the superintendent of finance was directed to make "such payment

and in such measure as he shall think proper," as soon as the state of public finances would

permit. In relation to arrearages and the settlement of accounts, it was resolved " that the

several states be called upon to complete, without delay, the settlements with their respect-

ive lines of the army, up to the 1st day of Au-

gust, 1783, and that the superintendent of

finance be directed to take such measures as

shall appear to him most proper for effecting

the settlement from that period." Concern-

ing security for what should be found due on

such settlement, Congress declared, by resolu-

tion, that they would " make every effort in

their power to obtain from the respective

states substantial funds, adequate to the ob-

ject of funding the whole debt of the United

States, and will enter upon an immediate and

full consideration of the nature of such funds,

\ and the most likely mode of obtaining them."'

In these resolutions, Congress, feeble in

actual power and resources, made no definite

promises of pi'esent relief or future justice ; and

when General Knox, who had been appointed^A by the army to correspond with their commit-

A^l^ ^^^^^^^^^C-^i^-i^^C^ t*^*^' r«po''ted the facts, the discon- Februarys,

/^ tent and dissatisfaction was quite as
^~^'^-

great as before the action of Congress. Some thought it necessary to further make known
their sentiments and enforce their claims, and to this end it was deemed advisable to act

with energy. A plan was arranged among a few "for assembling the officers, not in mass,

but by representation ; and for passing a series of resolutions, which, in the hands of their

committee, and of their auxiliaries in Congress, would furnish a new and powerful lever" of

operation. Major John.Arhjistrong,^ General Gates's aid-de-camp, a young officer of six-and-^ .

' Journals of Congress, viii;.' 82. The remainder of the report was referred to a committee consisting

of Messrs. Mann, Osgood, Fitzsimmons, Gervais, Hamilton, and Wilson.

^ John Armstrong was born at Carlisle, in Pennsylvania, on the 25th of November, 1758. He was the

j'oungest of two sons of General John Armstrong, of Carlisle, distinguished by his services in the French

and Indian war in 1756. In 1775, at the most critical period of the American Revolution, young Arm-
strong, then a student of Princeton College, joined the array as a volunteer in Potter's Pennsylvania regi-

ment. He was soon after appointed aid-de-camp by General Hugh Mercer, and remained with him till

the connection was severed on the bloody field of Princeton by the death of his chief. He subsequentlv oc-

cupied the same position in the family of Major-general Gates, and served through the campaign which
ended in the capture of Burgoyne. In 1780 he was made adjutant general of the Southern army, but fall-

ing sick of fever on the Pedee, was succeeded by Colonel Otho Williams, a short time previous to the de-

feat at Camden. Resuming his place as aid, he remained with General Gates till the close of the war.

He was the author of the celebrated Newburgh Addresses, the object of which has been greatly misrepre-

sented, and very generally misunderstood. They were intended to awaken in Congress and the States a

sense of justice toward its creditors, particularly toward the army, then about to be disbanded without re-

quital for its services, toils, and sufferings. General Washington, in 1797, bore testimony to the patriotic

motives of the author.

Armstrong's first civil appointments were those of Secretary of the State of Pennsylvania, and adjutant

general, under Dickenson's and Franklin's administrations; posts which he continued to occupy till 1787,

when he was chosen a member of the old Congress. In the autumn of the same year, he was appointed by
Congress one of the three judges for the Western Territory

; this appointment he declined, and having mar-

ried, in 1789, a sister of Chancellor Livingston, of New York, removed to that state. Here he purchased a

farm, and devoted himself to agricultural pursuits; and, though offered by President Washington, in 1793,

the place of United States supervisor of the collection of internal revenue in the State of New York, he de-

clined this and other invitations to public oflJice, until, in the year 1800, he was elected United States sen-

ator by an almost unanimous vote of both houses of the Legislature. Having resigned in 1802, he was again
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twenty, and possessing much ability, was chosen to AA'rite an address to the army suited to

the subject ; and this, with an anonymous notification of a meeting of the officers, w^as cir-

culated privately.' The address exhibits superior talents, and was calculated to make a

deep impression upon the minds of the malcontents. Referring to his personal feelings, and

his sacrifices for his country, the writer plays upon the sensibilities of his readers, and pre-

pares their minds for a relinquishment of their faith in the justice of their country, already

weakened by circumstances. " Faith," he says, " has its limits as well as temper, and there

are points beyond which neither can be stretched without sinking into cowardice or plung-

ing into credulity. This, my friends, I conceive to be your situation ;
hurried to the verge

of both, another step would ruin you forever. To be tame and unprovoked, when injuries

press hard upon you, is more than weakness ; but to look up for kinder usage, without one

manly effort of your own, would fix your character, and show the world how richly you de-

served the chains you broke." He then takes a review of the past and present— their

wrongs and their complaints— their petitions and the denials of redress—and then says,

"If this, then, be your treatment while the swords you wear are necessary for the defense

of America, what have you to expect from peace, when your voice shall sink, and your

strength dissipate by division ; when those very swords, the instruments and companions of

your glory, shall be taken from your sides, and no remaining mark of military distinction

left but your wants, infirmities, and scars ? Can you, then, consent to be the only suffer-

ers by the Pvevolution, and, retiring from the field, grow old in poverty, wretchedness, and

contempt ? Can you consent to wade through the vile mire of dependency, and owe the

miserable remnant of that life to charity, which has hitherto been spent in honor ? If

you can, go, and carry with you the jest of Tories and the scorn of Whigs ;
the ridicule,

and, what is worse, the pity of the world I Go, starve, and be forgotten."

The writer now changes from appeal to advice. " I would advise you, therefore," he

says, " to come to some final opinion upon what you can bear and what you will suffer. li

your determination be in proportion to your wrongs, carry your appeal from the justice to

the fears of government. Change the milk-and-water style of your last memorial ;
assume

elected in 1803, and, the year following, appointed by Mr. Jefferson minister plenipotentiary to France;

which post, at a very critical period of our relations with that country, he filled with distinguished ability

for more than six years, discharging incidentally the functions of a se'para,te mission to Spain with whick

he was invested.

In 1812 he was appointed a brigadier general in the United States army, and commanded in the city of

New York until called by Mr. Madison, in 1813, to the War Department. This office he accepted with

reluctance, and with little anticipation of success to our arms. In effecting salutary changes in the army,

by substituting young and able officers for the old ones who had held subordinate stations in the army o:

the Revolution, he niade many enemies. The capture of the city of Washington in 1814 led to his retire-

ment from office. Public opinion held him responsible for this misfortune, but, as documentary history has

shown, without justice. No man took office with purer motives, or retired from it with a better claim to

have faithlullv discharged its duties.

General Armstrong died at his residence at Red Hook, N. Y., on the 1st of April, 1843, in the eighty-

fifth year of his age. He was among the remarkable men of a remarkable generation. The productions

of his pen entitle him to rank with the ablest writers of his time and country. These consist of a volumin-

ous correspondence, diplomatic and military ; a valuable treatise on agriculture, the result of some expe-

rience and much reading ;
and "Notices of the War of 1812," a work written .with great vigor of style.

The portrait of GeneralArmstrong. printed on the preceding page, is from a. painting in posse.ssion of his

daughter, Mrs. William B. Astor, drawn from life by John Wesley Jarvis.

' This notice was circulated on the 10th of March, 1783. It was in manuscript, as well as the anony-

mous address that followed. The originals were carried by a major, who was a deputy inspector under

Baron Steuben, to the office of Barber, the adjutant general, where, every morning, aids-de-camp, major*

of brigades, and adjutants of regiments were assembled, all of whom, who chose to do so, took copies and

circulated them. Among the transcribers was the adjutant of the commander-in-chief's guard, who prpb-

ably furnished him with the copies that were transmitted to Congress. The following is a copy of the

anonymous notification :

" A meeting of the field officers is requested at the Public Building on Tuesday next at eleven o'clock.

A commissioned officer from each company is expected, and a delegate from the medical staff. The objec',

of this convention is to consider the late letter of our representatives in Philadelphia, and what measures

(if any) should be adopted to obtain that redress of grievances which they seem to have solicited m vain."
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a bolder tone, decent, but lively, spirited, and determined ; and suspect the man who would

advise to more moderation and longer forbearance.' Let two or three men who can feel as

well as write, be appointed to draw up your last remonstrance—for I would no longer give

it the suing, soft, unsuccessful epithet of memorial." He advises them to talk boldly to

Congress, and to warn that body that the slightest mark of indignity from them now would

operate like the grave, to part them and the army forever ;
" that in any political event, the

army has its alternative. If peace, that nothing shall separate you from your arms but

death ; if war, that, courting the auspices and inviting the direction of your illustrious lead-

er, you will retire to some unsettled country, smile in your turn, ' and mock when their fear

Cometh on.' Let it represent, also, that should they comply with the request of your late

memorial, it would make you more happy, and them more respectable."

A copy of these papers was put into the hands of the commander-in-chief on the day of

their circulation, and he wisely determined to guide and control the proceedings thus begun,

rather than to check and discourage them by any act of severity. In general orders the

March 11, "cxt momiug, he referred to the anonymous papers and the meeting. He express-

1783.
gjj j^jg disapprobation of the whole proceeding as disorderly ; at the same time, he

requested that the general and field officers, with one officer from each company, and a proper

representation of the staff of the army, should assemble at twelve o'clock on Saturday the

15th, at the New Building (at which the other meeting was called), for the purpose of hear-

ing the report of the committee of the army to Congress. He requested the senior officer

in rank (General Gates) to preside at the meeting. On the appearance of this order, the

writer of the anonymous address put forth another, rather more subdued in its tone, in which

he sought to convince the officers that Washington approved of the scheme, the time of

meeting only being changed. The design of this interpretation the commander-in-chief took

care to frustrate, by conversing personally and individually with those officers in whose good

sense and integrity he had confidence. He impressed their minds with a sense of the dan-

ger that must attend any rash act at such a crisis, inculcated moderation, and exerted all

' This sentence, particular!}' alluded to by Washington in his address to the officers, wa.s the one which
drew down upon the head cf the writer the fiercest anathemas of public opinion, and he alone has been held

responsible for the suggestion that the army should use its power to intimidate Congress. Such a conclu-

sion is unwarrantable. It is not likely that a young man of twenty-six, acting in the capacity of aid,

should, without the promptings of men of greater experience who surrounded him, propose so bold a meas-

ure. It is well known, toe, that many oiTicers, whose patriotism was never suspected, were privy to the

preparation of the addre.ss, and suggested many of its sentiments ; and there can be no reasonable doubt

that General Gates was a pi-ominent actor. Nor was the idea confined to that particular time and place.

General Hamilton, one of the purest patriots of the Revolution, wrote to Washington from Philadelphia, a

month before (February 7, 1783), on the subject of the grievances of the army, in which he held similar

language. After referring to the deplorable condition of the finances, the prevailing opinion in the army
" that the disposition to recompense their services will cease with the necessity for them," and lamenting

"that appearances aflbrd too much ground for their distrust," he held the following language: "It be-

comes a serious inquiry, What is the true line of policy ? The claims of the army, urged loith moderation

but with firmness, may operate on those weak minds which are influenced by their apprehensions more than

by their judgments, so as to produce a concurrence in the measures which the exigencies of affairs demand.
They may add weight to the applications of Congress to the several states. So far, a useful turn may be
given to them."* What was this but " carrying their appeal from the justice to the fears of government?"
Hamilton further remarked, that the difficulty would be " to keep a complaining and suffering army within

the bounds of moderation ;" and advised Washington not to discountenance their endeavors to procure re-

dress, but, " by the intervention of confidential and prudent persons, to take the direction of them." Hamil-
ton was at that time a member of Congress. In a letter to him, written on the 12th of March, Washinrrton

remarked that all was tranquillity in the camp until after the arrival from Philadelphia of "a certain gen-
tleman" (General Walter Stewart), and intimated that the discontents in the army were made active by
raembcrs of Congress, who wished to see the delinquent states thus forced to do justice. Hamilton, in re-

ply, admitted that he had urged the propriety " of uniting the influence of the public creditors" (of whom
the soldiers were the most meritorious) " and the army, to prevail upon the states to enter into their views. "t
But, while Hamilton held these views, he deprecated the idea of the army turning its power atrainst the

civfl government. " There would be no chance of success," he said, "without having recourse to means
that -would reverse our Revolution."!

* See the Life of Hamilton, by his son, John C. Hamilton, ii., 47. t Ibid., ii., 7L J Ibid., ii., 158.
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his powers of argument to appease their discontents. They were thus prepared to deliber-

ate in the proposed convention without passion, and under a deep sense of the responsibili-

ties which rested upon them as patriots and leaders.

The meeting was held pursuant to Washington's orders. There was a full attendance

of officers, and deep solemnity pervaded the assembly when the commander-in-chief stepped

forward upon the platform to read an address which he had prepared for the occasion.'

This address, so compact in construction of language ;
so dignified and patriotic ; so mild,

yet so severe, and, withal, so vitally important in its relation to the well-being of the unfold-

ing republic and the best interests of human freedom, I here give entire, in a foot-note, for

a mere synopsis can not do it justice.^

^ Major Robert Burnet, of Little Britain, Orange county, who was one of the officers present, informed

me that the most profound silence pervaded the assembly when Washington arose to read his address. As

he put on his spectacles,* he said, " You see, gentlemen, that I have not only grown gray but blind in your

service." This simple remark, under such circumstances, had a powerful efTect upon the assemblage.

Humphreys, in his Life of Putnam, mentions this circumstance ; so, also, does Mr. Hamilton, in the Life

of his father.

^ " Gentlemen,—By an anonymous summons, an attempt has been made to convene you together
;
how-

inconsistent with the rules of propriety, how unmilitary, and how subversive of all order and discipline, let

the <Tood sense of the army decide. In the moment of this summons, another anonymous production was

sent into circulation, addressed more to the feelings and passions than to the reason and judgment of the

army. The author of the piece is entitled to much credit for the goodness of his pen, and I could wish he

had as much credit for the rectitude of his heart ; for, as men see through different optics, and are induced

by the reflecting faculties of the mind to use different means to attain the same end, the author of the ad-

dress should have had more charity than to mark for suspicion the man who should recommend moderation

and longer forbearance ; or, in other words, who should not think as he thinks, and act as he advises.

'• But he had another plan in view, in which candor and liberality of sentiment, regard to justice, and

love of country have no part ; and he was right to insinuate the darkest suspicion to effect the blackest de-

sign. That the address is drawn with great art, and is designed to answer the most insidious purposes

;

that it is calculated to impress the mind with an idea of premeditated injustice in the sovereign power of

the United States, and rouse all those resentments which must unavoidably flow from such a belief; that the

secret mover of this scheme, whoever he may be, intended to take advantage of the passions while they were

warmed by the recollection of past distresses, without giving time for cool, deliberate thinking, and that

composure of mind which is so necessary to give dignity and stability to measures, is rendered too obvious,

by the mode of conducting the business, to need other proofs than a reference to the proceedings.

" Thus much, gentlemen, I have thought it incumbent on me to observe to you, to show upon what prin-

ciples I opposed the irregular and hasty meeting which was proposed to have been held on Tuesday last,

and not because I wanted a disposition to give you every opportunity^ consistent with your own honor and

the dignity of the army, to make known your grievances. If my conduct heretofore has not evinced to

you that I have been a faithful friend to the army, my declaration of it at this time would be equally una-

vailing and improper. But, as I was among the first who embarked in the cause of our common country ;

as I have never left your side one moment, but when called from you on public duty ; as I have been the

constant companion and witness of your distresses, and not among the last to feel and acknowledge your

merits ; as I have ever considered my own military reputation as inseparably connected with that of the

army ; as my heart has ever expanded" with joy when I have heard its praises, and my indignation has arisen

when the mouth of detraction has been opened against it, it can scarcely be supposed, at this last stage of

the war, that I am indifferent to its interests. But how are they to be promoted ? The way is plain, says

the anonymous addresser. " If war continues, remove into the unsettled country ; there establish yourselves,

and leave an ungrateful country to defend itself." But who are they to defend? Our wives, our children,

our farms, and other property which we leave behind us ? or, in this state of hostile separation, are we to

take the two first (the latter can not be removed), to perish in a wilderness, with hunger, cold, and na-

kedness ?
" If peace takes place, never sheathe your swords," says he, " until you have obtained full and ample just-

ice. This dreadful alternative of either deserting our country in the extremest hour of her distress, or turn-

ing our arms against it—which is the apparent object—unless Congress can be compelled into instant com-

pliance, has something so shocking in it, that humanity revolts at the idea. My God ! what can this writer

have in view by recommending such measures ? Can he be a friend to the army ? Can he be a friend to

this country ? Rather, is he not an insidious foe ? some emissary, perhaps, from New York, plotting the

* It is said that the identical spectacles used by Washington during the Revolution are now (1 850) in the possession of an aged

lady, named Marsh, who resides in Detroit, Michigan. They came to her from a deceased relative, who exchanged spectacles

with the general. " They are of a heavy silver frame," says the Detroit Advertiser, " with very large, round glasses, and appar-

ently constructed after the style we have been accustomed to see, in the books, upon the nose of Red Riding Hood's grand-

mother.'



110 PICTORIALFIELD-BOOK

Washington's Address. Action of the Meeting of Officers. A strong Resolution.

After reading the address, Washington retired without uttering a word, leaving the offi-

cers to deliberate without restraint. Their conference was brief; their deUberations short.

They passed resolutions, by unanimous vote, thanking their chief for the course he had pur-

sued
;
expressing their unabated attachnaent to his person and their country ; declaring their

unshaken confidence in the good faith of Congress, and their determination to bear with pa-

tience their grievances, until in due time they should be redressed.' These proceedings were

ruin of both, by sowing the seed.s of discord and separation between the civil and military powers of the

Continent? And what a compliment does he pay to our understandings, when he recommends measures,
in either alternative, impracticable in their nature ?

" But, here, gentlemen, I will drop the curtain, because it would be as imprudent in me to assign my
reasons for this opinion, as it would be insulting to your conception to suppose you stood in need of them.
A moment's reflection will convince every dispassionate mind of the physical impossibility of carrying either

proposal into execution. There might, gentlemen, be an impropriety in my taking notice, in this address
to you, of an anonymous production

;
but the manner in which that performance has been introduced to the

army, the eflect it was intended to have, together with some other circumstances, wdl ampl}- justify my ob-

servations on the tendency of that writing.
" With respect to the advice given by the author, to suspect the man who shall recommend moderate

measures and longer forbearance, I spurn it, as every man, who regards that liberty and reveres that justice

for which we contend, undoubtedly must; for, if men are to be precluded from ofTering their sentiments on
a matter which may involve the most serious and alarming consequences that can invite the consideration

of mankind, reason is of no use to us. The freedom of speech may be taken away, and dumb and silent we
may be led, like sheep, to the slaughter. I can not, injustice to my own belief, and what I have great reason
to conceive is the intention of Congress, conclude this address, without giving it as my decided opinion that

that honorable body entertains exalted sentiments of the services of the army, and, from a full conviction of

its merits and sufferings, will do it complete justice ; that their endeavors to discover and establish funds
for this purpose have been unwearied, and will not cease till they have succeeded, I have not a doubt. But,
like all other large bodies, where there is a variety of different interests to reconcile, their determinations are
slow. Why, then, should we distrust them, and, in consequence of that distrust, adopt measures which may
cast a shade over that glory which has been so justly acquired, and tarnish the reputation of an army which
is celebrated through all Europe for its fortitude and patriotism ? And for what is this done ? To bring
the object we seek nearer? No; most certainly, in my opinion, it will cast it at a greater distance. For
myself (and I take no merit in giving the assurance, being induced to it from principles of gratitude, verac-
ity, and justice, a grateful sense of the confidence you have ever placed in me), a recollection of the cheer-
ful assistance and prompt obedience I have experienced from you under every vicissitude of fortune, and the
sincere atlection I feel for an army I have so long had the honor to command, will oblige me to declare, in

this public and solemn manner, that in the attainment of complete justice for all your toils and dangers, and
in the gratification of every wish, so far as may be done consistently with the great duty I owe my coun-
try, and those powers we are boimd to respect, you may freely command my services to the utmost extent
of my abilities.

" While I give you these assurances, and pledge myself in the most unequivocal manner to exert what-
ever ability I am possessed of in your favor, let me entreat you, gentlemen, on your part, not to take any
measures, which, viewed in the calm light of reason, will lessen the dignity and sullv the glory you have
hitherto maintained. Let me request you to rely on the plighted faith of your country, and place a full

confidence in the purity of the intentions of Congress, that, previous to your dissolution as an army, they
will cause all your accounts to be fairly liqiddated, as directed in .the resolutions which were published to

you two days ago, and that they will adopt the most effectual measures in their power to render ample jus-

tice to you for your faithful and meritorious services. And let me conjure you, in the name of our common
country, as you value your own sacred honor, as you respect the rights of humanity, and as you regard
the military and national character of America, to express your utmost horror and detestation of the man
who wishes, under any .specious pretenses, to overturn the liberties of our country, and who wickedly at-

tempts to open the flood-gates of civil discord, and deluge our rising empire in blood.
" By thus determining and thus acting, you will pursue the plain and direct road to the attainment of

your wishes
;
you will defeat the insidious designs of our enemies, who are compelled to resort from open

•force to secret artifice
;
you will give one more distinguished proof of unexampled patriotism and patient

virtue rising superior to the pressure of the mo.st complicated sufferings; and you will, by the dignity of

your conduct, afford occasion for posterity to say, when speaking of the glorious example you have exhib-
ited to mankind, ' Had this day been wanting, the world had never seen the last stage of perfection to which
human nature is capable of attaining.'

—

Journals of Congress, viii., 180—183.
' One of the resolutions is expressed in the following strong language :

^'Resolved unanimously, That the officers of the American army view with abhorrence and reject with
disdain the infamous propositions contained in a late anonymous address to the officers of the army, and re-

sent with indignation the secret attempts of some unknown persons to collect the officers tof^ether in a man-
ner totally subversive of all discipline and good order."

\
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signed by General Gates, as president of the meeting; and on the 18th, Washing- March,

ton, in general orders, expressed his entire satisfaction. All the papers relating to i'"3.

the affair were transmitted to Congress, and entered at length upon their Journals.'

It was in this old building at Newburgh, on the porch of which we are sitting, that

Washington wrote his address to the officers, on the occasion just considered ;
and here, also,

he penned his admirable circular letter addressed to the governors of all the states, on dis-

banding the army. This was his last official communication with these function- j^ne 8,

aries.
°"

This letter," says Sparks, " is remarkable for its ability, the deep interest '^^3-

it njanifests for the officers and soldiers who had fought the battles of their country, the

soundness of its principles, and the wisdom of its counsels. Four great points he aims to

enforce, as essential in guiding the deliberations of every public body, and as claiming the

serious attention of every citizen, namely, an indissoluble union of the states
;

a sacred re-

gard to public justice ; the adoption of a proper military peace establishment ;' and a pacific

and friendly disposition among the people of the states which should induce them to forget

local prejudices, and incline them to mutual concessions for the advantage of the community.

These he calls the pillars by which alone independence and national character can be sup-

ported. On each of these topics he remarks at considerable length, with a felicity of style

and cogency of reasoning in all respects worthy of the subject. No public address could

have been better adapted to the state of the times ; and coming from such a source, its in-

fluence on the minds of the people must have been effectual and most salutary.'" The

Legislatures that were then in session passed resolves highly commendatory of the public

acts of the commander-in-chief ; and he received letters from several of the governors, ex-

pressing their thanks and gratitude for his long and successful services in the cause of his

country.

Many of the troops now went home on furlough, and Washington, having leisure, pro-

At that time the author of the anonymous addresses was unknown except to a few ; and for forty years

there was no certainty in the pubHc mind that Major Armstrong was the writer. That he was generally

suspected of being the author, among those who were acquainted with his abilities, is evident from a letter

to him written by Colonel Timothy Pickering, in after years, in which he says, that so certain was he, at

the time, of the identity of the author, that he endorsed the copy of the address which he received, "Writ-

ten by Major John Armstrong, Jr." An article appeared in the January number of the United States

Magazine for 1823, in which Ihe author, understood to be General Armstrong, avowed himself the writer

of the Newbiir<Th Addresses. The article in question contains a history of the event we have been just con-

sideriniT, and defends the course of the writer on that occasion with the plea that apparent urgent necessity

justified the act. Subsequent events proved the writer to be mistaken in his views, and his proposition to

be highly dangerous to the common good. General Armstrong has, consequently, been greatly censured,

and his patriotism has been questioned by writers and speakers who have judged him by results instead of

by the circumstances in which he was placed. I can see no reason to doubt the purity of his motives and

the sincerity of his patriotism. Other men, as we have noticed in a preceding note, who were far above

suspicion, held similar views. Unfortunately for his reputation, in this particular, he was the aid-de-camp

and confident of Gates, whose ambition had made him a plotter against Washington. In fact, the com-

mander-in-chief plainly alluded to Gates, when, writing to Hamilton concerning the scheme, he said that

some believed it to be "the illesitimate offspring of a person in the army."

It appears that the first president was made acquainted with the authorship of these addresses toward

the close of his second administration, some fourteen years after they were penned. His estimate of the

motives of the writer may be understood by the following letter, addressed to Armstrong

:

" Philadelphia, February 23d, 1797.

" Sir.—Believing that there may be times and occasions on which my opinion of the anonymous letters

and the author, as delivered to the 'army in the year 1783, may be turned to some personal and malignant

purpose, I do hereby declare, that I did not, at "the time of writing my address, regard you as the author

of said letters ; and further, that I have since had sufficient reason for believing that the object of the author

was just, honorable, and friendly to the country, though the means suggested by him were certainly liable

to much misunderstanding and abuse.
" I am, sir, with great regard, your most obedient servant, George Washington.

' Journals of Congress, vol. viii.

2 Washington proposed the establishment of a military academy at West Point as early as April, 1783.

His proposition will be hereafter noticed.

^ Sparks's Zf/e awrf Writings of Washington, l, 395.
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Washington's Tour to the Northern Battle Fields. Called to Princetou. A Statue ordered by Congress. General Clinton.

ceeded up the Hudson with Governor Clinton to visit the principal fields of military opera-

tions at the north. He passed over the battle ground at Stillwater, with Generals Schuyler
and Gansevoort, and extended his journey as far northward as Ticonderoga and Crown
Point, and westward to Fort Schuyler (now Rome), on the Mohawk. He returned to New-
burgh after an absence of nineteen days, where he found a letter from the President of Con-
gress requesting his attendance upon that body, then in session at Princeton, in New Jer-

sey. While he was awaiting the convalescence of Mrs. Washington, and preparing to go,

Congress conferred upon the chief the distinguished honor of voting, unanimously, that an
equestrian statue of him should be executed by the best artist in Europe, under the direction

of the minister of the United States at the court of Versailles, and erected at the place where
the residence of Congress should be established.' Like other similar memorials authorized

by Congress to be made in honor of their servants, this statue has never been constructed.

Upon the lawn before us, now covered with the matted and dull-green grass of autumn,
Washington parted with many of his subalterns and soldiers forever, on the day he left the

August 18, army to attend upon Congress at Princeton. It was an affecting prelude to the
1783.

fjjjj^j parting with his official companions in arms at Fraunce's tavern, in New
York, a few months subsequently, and furnishes a noble subject for the pencil of art. The
scenery is beautiful and grand, and here I would fain loiter all the day, musing upon the

events which hallow the spot ; but the sun has climbed high toward meridian, and I must
hasten away to adjacent localities, all of which are full of interest.

I left Newburgh toward noon, and rode

down to New Windsor, two miles below, along

a fine sandy road upon the beach. The little

village, once the rival of Newburgh, is nestled

in a pleasant nook near the confluence of

Chambers's Creek with the Hudson, on the

western rim of the bay. Its sheltered position

and fertile acres wooed the exploring emi-

grants from Ireland, who were seeking a place

whereon to pitch their tents on the banks of

the Hudson, and here some of them sat

down. Among them was Charles Clin-

ton
; and at a place called Little Britain, a

few miles interior, were born his four sons
;

two of whom, James and George, were dis-

tinguished men of the Pwevolution. The for-

mer was a major general in the army, and the

latter a brigadier, and Governor of New York
during the contest.

New Windsor claims the distinction of

being the birth-place of Governor Dewitt
Clinton, a son of General James Clinton

;

' The following is a description of the proposed statue, as given in the resolution of Congress adopted on
the 7th of August, 1783 :

" Resolved, That the statue be of bronze : the general to be represented in a Roman dress, holding- a
truncheon in his right hand, and his head encircled with a laurel wreath. The statue to be supported by a
marble pedestal, on which are to be represented, in basso relievo, the following principal events of the war,
in which General Washington commanded in person, viz., the evacuation of Boston

; the capture of the
Hessians at Trenton

;
the battle of Princeton

; the action of Monmouth
; and the surrender of York. On

the upper part of the front of the pedestal to be engraved as follows : The United States in Congress as-
.sembled, ordered this statue to be erected in the year of our Lord 1783, in honor of George Washino-ton,
the illustrious commander-in-chief of the armies of the United States of America, during the war which vin-

dicated and secured their liberty, sovereignty, and independence."
* A biographical sketch of General Clinton may be found on page 272, vol. i., and also a brief notice of

his father on page 255, vol. i.
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A very little Maiden. Her Dignity. Plum Point Fortifications there.

but evidence is adduced to prove that a violent snow storm, which detained his mother at

" the Fort," in Deerpark, the residence of her brother, deprived the village of the intended

honor.' Although denied the distinction of the paternity of a great man, it can boast the

residence, for a time, of one of the smallest of women, beautiful, witty, and good. The name

of this "pretty, charming little creature" was Anna Brewster; her height, in womanhood,

three feet ; her symmetry of form perfect ; her face sweet and intelligent ; her mind active

and pure ; her extraction truly noble, for her ancestor was Elder Brewster, of the May
Flower. Too little to be wooed, too wise to be won, she was loved and admired by every

body. She lived a charming maiden until she was seventy-five years old, when she

died. Fifty years before, a rustic poet, inspired by her charms during an evening

passed in her company, portrayed her character in verse.'' Mrs. Washington, pleased with

the sprightly little maiden, invited her, on one occasion, to visit her at head-quarters while

the chief was at New Windsor,^ but she declined, believing it to be curiosity rather than

respect that prompted the invitation. It was a mistake ; but she had through life such a

dignified self-respect, that it repelled undue familiarity, and closed all opportunities for the

indulgence of prying cu- marsh and rivulet in-

From New Windsor -^^^^^^^^^^^ W ^^^^' Upon a broad, lev-

tide, this alluvial height, ^S.
Ij^j]

qt>|ifc.- -._^^^^H|fc ^"*' ^^^ beauty and gran-

which rises about one i|i^i||i|[ | ^' "^""^^^^^Wf^ deur of the scenery which

hundred and twenty feet B|HHp|i^jil*V>^^^^ encompasses it. Accom-

above the Hudson, is an ^P^^^Wpj-^^^^E^P^jB panied by the proprietor,

island, approached by a rj^i^gl!E^^^P^"^(y^^ I strolled down the wind-

narrow causeway from "^
^^^̂ W^ "

j ^^!^^^K^ '"^ pathway to the base

the main, which bridges "'^^H^^^v^ ^fi^^^^^"'^'
°^ ^^^ ^^^^^ "^'^^ ^^"^'

a rivulet, with a heavy ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^v_ where, overgrown by a

stone arch. Murderer's J -^^^I^^^^^F^^^^,*
^ "^w forest, are well-pre-

Creek washes its south.
'

^ ^ ^^^^'^ '

served remains of a for-

western border, and a
Remains of Fortifications at Plum ]>oint.4

tifi^ation, erected there

' See Eager's History of Orange County, page 630.

^ His poetic effort produced the following

"ACROSTIC.
" A pretty, channing little creature,

N eat and complete in every feature,

N ow at New Windsor may be seen,

A 11 beauteous in her air and mien.

B irth and power, wealth and fame,

R ise not to view when her we name :

E very virtue in her shine,

W isely nice, but not o'er fine.

S he has a soul that's great, 'tis said,

T hough small's the body of this maid :

E 'en though the casket is but small,

R eason proclaims the jewel's all."

October 8, 1794.

' Washington established his head-quarters at New Windsor village, first on the 23d of June, 1779, and

again toward the close of 1780, where he remained till the summer of 1781. He lived at a plain Dutch

house, long since decayed and demolished. In that humble tenement Lady Washington entertained the most

distinguished officers and their ladies, as well as the more obscure who sought her friendship. On leaving

New Wmdsor in June, 1781, Washington established his quarters, for a short time, at Peekskill.

* This view is from the interior of the redoubt looking eastward upon the river. In the distance is seen

Pollopel's Island, near the upper entrance to the Highlands, beyond which rise the lofty Beacon Hills,

whereon alarm-fires often gleamed during the war.
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Redoubt on Plum Point. Chevaux-defrise. Head-quarters of Greene and Knox.

partly at an early period of the war, and partly when the American army was in the vicin-

ity. It was a redoubt, with a battery of fourteen guns, and was designed to cover strong

chevaux-de-frise and other obstructions placed in the river, and extending from the flat be-

low Murderer's Creek to PoUopel's Island.' It would also rake the river channel at the

opening in the Highlands. The clievaux-de-frise were constructed under the superintend-

ence of Captain Thomas Machin, in the summer of 1778. Had they and the strong re-

doubt on Plum Point been in existence a year sooner, the marauding expedition ofVaughan

and Wallace, up the Hudson, could not have occurred. The remains of this battery, the

old Continental road, and the cinders of the forges, extend along the river bank several hund-

red feet. The embrasures are also very prominent.

Mr. Verplanck pointed out the remains of the cellar of a log-house, which stood a little

above the battery, and belonged to a man named M'Evers, long before the Revolution.

M'Evers was a Scotchman, and when about to emigrate to America, he asked his servant,

Mike, if he would accompany him. Mike, who was faithful, and much attached to his

master, at once consented to go, saying, in illustration of the force of his love, "Indeed, gude

mon, I'll follow ye to the gates o' hell, if ye gang there yersel'." The voyage was long

and tempestuous, and instead of entering New York harbor by the Narrows, the vessel sailed

through Long Island Sound and the East River. At the whirlpool called Hellgate, the

ship struck upon the Hog's Back with a terrible crash. The passengers, in afl^right, rushed

upon deck, and none was more appalled than Mike.
'' Hells.ate,''' was the short re-

What place is it ?" he exclaimed.

-^, ply of a sailor. " God ha'

" I promised my master I'd

but I didna' say I'd gang

sel floated ofi'with the tide,

and Mike lived to be a

mercy on me !" groaned Mike
;

follow him to the gate o' hell,

through with him I" The ves-

arrived safely in New York,

gardener on Plum Point.

A pleasant ride of about

three miles westward from

Plum Point placed me at the

residence of Charles F. Mor-

ton, Esq., a picturesque old

mansion on the south side of

the New Windsor road. It

was built about 1735^ by John

Ellison, one of the first settlers

in New Windsor. The mate-

rial is stone, and its dormer windows and spacious

and irregular roof give it the appearance of a large

cottage in rural England. A living stream passes

through a rocky glen within a few yards of it. Just

below is the old mill, erected more than a hundred Headquamers of Greene and Knox.3

years ago by the first proprietor ; nor has the monotonous music of its stones and hopper

yet ceased.

This old mansion was the head-quarters of Generals Greene and Knox while Washington

was domiciled at the Hasbrouck House in Newburgh, and it was from hence that the com-

' According to a survey made by Henry Wisner and Gilbert Livingston in the autumn of 1776, the chan-

nel of the river, wherein these chcvaux-dc-frise were placed, was about fifty feet deep, and eighty chains,

or about five thousand two hundred and eighty feet broad. The channel east of Pollopel's Island was not

deep enough for the passage of ships of war.
^ One of the fire-places has a cast-iron back, on which, in raised letters, is the date 1734.
^ This view is IVom the turnpike road, looking southeast. The water in front is a mill-pond, over the dam

of which passes a loot-bridge. The mill is hidden by the trees in the ravine below. This side was orig-

inally the rear of the house, the old Goshen road passing upon the other side. The old front is a story and

a half high. Captain Morton, the proprietor, is a son of the late General Jacob Morton, of New York city.
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Ball at the Quarters of Greene and Knox. Signatures of young Ladies. Washington on Dancing The Square.

(^^7<^ftn_

ILj

oc .^ (j^oLc^n/

mander-iii-chief, accompanied by those generals, after taking some refreshments, rode to the

" New Building," to attend the meeting of officers convened by Washington on account of

the anonymous addresses just considered. Here the accomplished Lucy Knox gave her

choice soirees, graced by the presence of Mrs. Washington, and other ladies of taste and re-

finement with which that region abounded ; and here, if tradition is truthful, Washington

opened a ball on one occasion, having for his partner Maria Golden, then one of the pretty

belles of Orange county.'

I dined with Mr. Morton in the old drawing-room, which, with the other apartments, is

preserved by him, with scrupulous care, in the original style. The ceilings are high, and

the wainscoting displays architectural taste. The heavy window-sashes, with their small

squares of glass, remain ; very few of the panes have been broken and replaced since the

Revolution. On one of them, inscribed by a diamond, are the

names of three young ladies of the " olden time" (Sally Jan-

sen, Gitty Winkoop, and Maria Golden), one of whom was the

reputed partner of Washington at the ball. May not these

names have been written on that occa-

sion ? Believing it probable, I copied

the signatures, and present them here

for the gratification of the curious and

the sentimental.

In October, 1777, the vicin-

age we are now considering was
^ /j/L CA/y~X^

the scene of much commotion.
"^

Forts Glinton and Montgomery, among the Hudson Highlands, fell beneath one heavy blow,

suddenly and artfully dealt by a British force from New York, and the smitten October 6,

garrisons were scattered like frightened sheep upon the mountains ; not, however, ^
•

until they had disputed the possession of the fortresses with the besiegers long and desper-

ately. General James Clinton and his brother George were in command of the fortresses,

and escaped up the river. At a place afterward called WasJiington Square,'^ about four

' I was informed by the venerable Mrs. Hamilton that Washington never danced. He often attepded balls

by invitation, and sometimes ivalked the figures, but she never saw him attempt to dance. Probably no lady

of that day, if we except Mrs. Knox, was more often at parties and social gatherings with Washington than

Mrs. Hamilton.

It may not be inappropriate here to give a copy of a letter on the subject of dancing, written by Wash-

ington a short time before his death. It was in reply to an invitation from a committee of gentlemen of

Alexandria to attend the dancing assemblies at that place. I copied it from the original in the Alexandria

Museum.

" To Messrs. Jonathan Swift, George Dcncale, William Newton, Robert Young, Charles Alexander, Jr.,

James H. Hoole, 3Ianagers.

" Mount Vernon, 12th November, 1799.

"Gentlemen,—Mrs. Washington and myself have been honored with your polite invitation to the as-

semblies of Alexandria this winter, and thank you for this mark of your attention. But, alas ! our dancing

days are no more. We wish, however, all those who have a relish for so agreeable and innocent an amuse-

ment all the pleasure the season will afford them ;
and I am, gentlemen,

" Your most obedient and obliged humble servant,

"Geo. Washington."

^ " The Square" is a small district of country, and so called

from the fact that the public roads ran in such a drection as to

form a diamond-shaped inclosure, as .seen in the diagram, in

which a is the road to Newburgh ;
b, to Goshen ; c, to Little

Britain ; and d, to New Windsor. 1 denotes the house of Mrs.

Falls ; 2, the quarters of St. Clair and Gates ;* and, 3, the quar-

ters of La Fayette.

* There are two ancient houses at this angle of "The Square," but I could not ascertain which was occupied by those ofRcers.

It is probable, however, that the one on the northwest side of tlie road, which is supposed to have been Edmonston's, was

the one.
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A Spy in the American Camp. Dispatch in a silver Bullet Name and Fate of the Spy.

Mks. Falls's.i

miles west of the village of New Windsor, Governor Clinton established his head-quarters

at the house of a Mrs. Falls, and there the dispersed troops M^ere collected, preparatory to

their marching for the defense of Kingston.

At about noon on the 10th of October,
1777. , 1-1

a horseman, apparently m great haste,

approached the disordered camp. The senti-

nel on duty challenged him, when he replied,

" I am a friend, and vi^ish to see General

Clinton." The horseman was a messenger,

bearing a secret dispatch from'Sir Henry Clin-

ton to Burgoyne, the latter being then hedged

round by the Americans at Saratoga. The
messenger supposed the American forces in the

Highlands to be utterly broken and destroyed,

and having never heard of a general Clinton^

in the patriot army, he believed himself to be among his friends. He was conducted to

Clinton's quarters, and, when ushered into his presence, he perceived his mistake. " I am
lost I" he exclaimed, in a half subdued voice, and immediately cast something into his mouth

and swallowed it. Suspicion was aroused, and he was arrested. Dr. Moses Higby, who
was then residing near Mrs. Falls's, was summoned. He administered to the prisoner a

powerful dose of tartar emetic, which soon brought from his stomach a silver bullet of an

oval form. Though closely w^atched, the prisoner succeeded in swallowing it a second time.

He now refused the emetic, but yielded when Governor Clinton threatened to hang him upon

a tree and search his stomach by the aid of the surgeon's knife. The bullet again appeared.

It was a curiously-wrought hollow sphere, fastened together in the center by a compound

screw. Within it was found a piece of thin paper, on which was written the following note f

" Fort Montgomery, October 8, 1777.

" Nous y void* and nothing now between us and Gates. I sincerely hope this little

success of ours may facilitate your operations. In answer to your letter of the 28th of Sep-

tember, by C. C.,^I shall only say, I can not presume to order, or even advise, for reasons

obvious. I heartily wish you success.

" Faithfully yours, H. Clinton.
" Gen. Burgoyne."

The prisoner's guilt was clear ; out of his otvti fuouih he was condemned. Governor

Clinton soon afterward marched to Esopus, or Kingston, taking the spy with him. At
Hurley, a few miles from Kingston, he was tried, condemned, and hanged upon an apple-

tree near the old church, while the village of Esopus was in flames, lighted by the maraud-

ing enemy. °

' This house, now (1850) owned by Mr. Samuel Moore, is a frame building, and stands on the right side

of the New Windsor road, at the southeastern angle of " The Square." It is surrounded by locust and large

balm-of-Gilead trees. There Major Armstrong wrote the famous Newburgh Addresses, and thei'e those in

the secret held their private conferences.

^ The British officers in this country adhered pertinaciously to the resolution of not difrnifying the rebel

officers with their assumed titles. They were called Mr. Washington, Mr. Clinton, Mr. Greene, &c. It

is amusing to look over the Tory newspapers of the day, particularly Rivington's Gazette, and observe the

flippant and attempted witty manner in which the American generalissimo was styled Mister Washington.
^ Letter of Governor Clinton to the Council of Safety, dated " Head-quarters, Mrs. Falls's, 11th October,

1777."
* " We come." I copied this note from a ti-anscript in the handwriting of Governor Clinton, which is

among the manuscripts of General Gates in the library of the New York Historical Society. It is endorsed
" Sir Henry Clinton to J. Burgoyne, 8th of October, 1777, found in a silver bullet." That identical bullet

was presented to the New York Historical Society, a few years ago, by General James Tallniadge ; through

the carelessness of its then secretary, it was lost.

° Captain Campbell. See page 79, vol. i.

* The name of the spy was Daniel Taylor. He was a major in the British service. The father of the
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Site and probable Form of the Temple. View from it. The Camp Ground and Vicinity.

Leaving Mr. Morton's, I proceeded to visit the site of the " New Building," or Temple,

as it M^as called, where the meeting of officers was held. It is in a field now belonging to

Mr. William M'Gill (formerly to the late Jabez Atwood), upon a com-

manding eminence about one hundred rods east of the road to Newburgh,

and two miles northward of Morton's. The day was foggy and drizzly,

and the distant scenery was entirely hidden from view ; but, on a second

visit, upon a bright summer day, with some Newl

the magnificent prospect to be obtained from

that observatory. On the southeast loomed

the lofty Highlands, cleft by the Hudson
;

North and South Beacons, and Butter Hill,

rising above their hundred lesser compan-

ions, were grouped in a picture of magnifi-

cence and beauty. Glittering in meridian ^ ^_

sunlight were the white houses of Corn-wall Ihe Iemple.i

and Canterbury ; and far up the slopes of the

mountains, stretching westward to Woodcock Hill, yellow grain-fields and acres of green maize

variegated the landscape. In the far distance, on the northwest, was the upper Shawan-

gunk range, and an occasional glimpse was caught of the blue high peaks of the Catskills,

sixty miles northward. Across the meadows westward we could distinctly trace the line of

the old causeway, constructed

while the army was encamp-

ed there ; and in the groves

which skirt the slopes (whith-

er we soon afterward went)

we found the remains of sev-

eral huts that were built for

the use of the soldiers.

The Temple was a large,

temporary structure, erected

by command of Washington

for the several purposes of a

chapel for the army, a lodge-

room for the fraternity of

View of the Camp Ground. '-^ Free - masons whicli existed

late Judge Woodward, of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, acted as judge-advocate on the oc-

•casion. ''On page 389, vol. i., I have alluded to this occurrence, and remarked that Kingston was the place

of the execution of the spy. Hurley was then included in the township of Kingston.

' This view is from the site of the Temple, looking southeast. In the distance is seen the opening of the

Highlands into Newburgh Bay. On the right is B-itter Hill, and near it is the village of Cornwall. The

form and appearance of'the Temple was drawn from the description given by Major Burnet, and doubtless

has a neneral resemblance to the original.

2 This is from a paintins by Tice, in my possession. The land on which the encampment on the west side

of the meadow was, is novv owned chiefly by Gilbert Tompkins and Nathaniel Moore.

This view is from the land of Mr. Tompkins, looking east-southeast. On the slopes

seen in the foreground, and on the margin of the meadow beyond, Van Cortlandt's

New York regiment, and the Maryland and Virginia troops were encamped. On the

east side of the meadow, upon the most distant elevation in the middle ground, the

New England troops were stationed. On the slope toward the right of that elevation

stood the Temple. In the distance is seen the upper entrance of the Hudson into the

Highlands. The meadow was formerly called Beaver Dam Swamp, from the circum-

stance that beavers constructed dams at the lower extremity, causing the waters to overflow the low grounds.

The Americans built a causeway across, and a stone dike, or levee, on the west side, to protect their parade.

I saw the remains of this causeway ; its site is marked by the light line across the flat. About a quarter

of a mile north of the site of the Temple is an ancient stone house, seen in the picture, the only dwelhng

near in the time of the war. It was built by Samuel P. Brewster in 1768, as appears from an inscribed

stone in the front wall. It was owned by a Mr. Moore. Its present occupant is Francis Weyant.
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The Temple as described by Major Burnet. Two living Patriots. Visit to Major Burnet.

among the officers, and for public meetings of various kinds. When erected, it was called

The Temple of Virtue ; when dedicated, the suffix was properly omitted, and it was named
simply TIte Temple. The orgies held on the occasion of its dedication disrobed it of its

mantle of purity. It was described to me by Major Burnet, who is still living (1851) in

the neighborhood, as a structure of rough-hewn logs, oblong square in form, one story in

height, a door in the middle, many windows, and a broad roof The windows were square,

unglazed, and about the size of ordinary port-holes in a man-of-war. There was a small

gallery, or raised platform, at one end, for speakers and presiding officers. We traced, near

an old apple-tree in Mr. M'Gill's field, evident lines of the foundation of the building. It

must have been some eighty feet long and forty wide. On the ci-own of the hill northward

are traces of fire-places, and there, at the beginning of the present century, a long building

was standing. Some have supposed this to have been the Temple ; it was only the bar-

racks for the New England troops stationed there. In a few years those faint land-marks

and that old apple-tree will be no more seen. The spot is consecrated by one of the loftiest

exhibitions of true patriotism Avith which our Revolutionary history abounds. There love

of country, and devotion to exalted principles, achieved a wonderful triumph over the se-

ductive power of self-love and individual interest, goaded into rebellion against higher mo-
tives by the lash of apparent injustice and personal suffering. It is, indeed, a hallowed spot

;

and if the old stone house at Newburgh is worthy of the fostering regard of the state be-

cause it was the head-quarters of the beloved Washington, surely the site of the Temple,

where he achieved his most glorious victory,

deserves some monument to perpetuate the

memory of its place and associations.

At Little Britain, a few miles from the

Temple, and within a quarter of a mile of

each other, reside two of the sons of Orange

county, who loved and served Washington and

their country in the war for independence.

These are Robert Burnet and Usual KN.\rp.

Of the once long list of Revolutionary pen-

sioners in Orange county, these only remain,

honored living witnesses of the prowess of those

who wrestled successfully for freedom. I left

the Temple field on the occasion of my first

visit with the intention of seeing these patriot

fathers, but missing the proper road, and the

night shadows coming thickly with the fog

and rain, I made my way back to Newburgh.
Kind friends afterward procured

likenesses and autographs of both for

me.' Better than this, I subsequent-

ly enjoyed the pleasure of a person-

al interview with Major Burnet at

his residence. It was on the occa-

sion of my second visit to the camp
ground. At dark, on that August i,

sultry day, we made our way up a green lane, flanked by venerable willows a few ^*^°-

cast down by a recent tornado—and sat down in the spacious hall of the old soldier's man-

' I am indebted to Mr. Charles TJ. Cu,shman, of Newburgh, for a dagnerreotype, from life, of Major Bur-
net, from which the picture above was copied. The likeness of Mr. Knapp is from an excellent paintinfr
of the almost centenarian's head, by Mr. Charles W. Tice, an accomplished sell-taught artist of Newburo-lT
who kindly furnished me with a copy for my use.

"
"^ '
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Public Life of Major Burnet and Sergeant Knapp. Washington's Letter to Greene.

sion. He had just retired to his bed-room, but soon appeared, standing before us as erect and

manly as if in the prime of his life, although then in his ninetieth year.

The father of Major Burnet was a Scotchman, his mother a native of Ireland. He was

a lieutenant in Captain Stevens's company, and commanded Redoubt No. 3, at West Point,

at the time of Arnold's defection. He afterward attained to the rank of major in the serv-

ice, and was one of the delegates who attended the meeting of officers at the Temple.' He

continued in the army, under the immediate command of the chief, until the disbanding of

the forces in 1783. When the Americans marched into the city of New York as the Brit-

ish evacuated it, he commanded the rear guard. He told me that he remem- November 25,

bered distinctly the dignified appearance of Washington, when, with Governor
'^''^'^

Clinton and other civil and military officers, he stood in front of an old stone house,'' about

two miles below Kingsbridge, while the troops, with uncovered heads, passed by. He saw

Cunningham, the wicked provost-marshal at New York, strongly guarded by his friends, in

the march to the place of embarkation, while the exasperated populace were eager to seize

and punish him according to his deservings.

Major Burnet was also present when Washington finally parted with his officers at

Fraunce's" tavern, in New York. How could the heart do otherwise than beat quick and

strong with deep feel-

ing, while conversing

face to face with one

who grasped the hand

of the chief on that oc-

casion, so pathetically

described by Marshall

and others I The lips

of the patriot quiver-

ed with emotion while

speaking of that scene,

and I perceived my
own eye dimmed with

the rheum of sympa-

thetic sentiment. Ma-
jor Burnet has seen,

what few men in mod-

ern times have be-

held, the living rep-

resentatives of seven

generations of his kin-

dred : his great-grand-

father, grandfather, fa-

ther, himself, his chil-

dren, grandchildren,

.and great - grandchil-

dren.

It was late when we

said farewell to Major

Burnet— too late to

visit his neighbor, Mr.

Knapp, who was nine-

ty-one years of age, and

quite feeble. From an-

other I learned the

principal events of his

public life, and obtain-

ed his autograph, a fac-

simile of which is here

given, with his por-

trait. Mr. Knapp was

born in Connecticut, in

1759. He joined the

army when about eigh-

teen years of age. His

first experience in war-

fare was in the battle

at White Plains ; aft-

erward he served under General Wooster in the skirmish at Ridgefield." When La Fayette

1 Washington, in a letter to General Greene, dated '• Newburgh, 6th February, 1782," refers to Mr.

Burnet as follows :
" I intended to write you a long letter on sundry matters ;

but Major Burnet came un-

expectedly at a time when I was preparing for the celebration of the day, and was just going to a review

of the troops previous to the /cm de joic* As he is impatient, from an apprehension that the sleighing may

fail, and as he can give you the occurrences of this quarter more in detail than I have time to do, I will

refer you to him."
^ This stone house is yet standing. A drawing of it may be foi;nd in another part of this work. It has

other interesting reminiscences.
^ This tavern, now (1850) the Broad Street Hotel, is well preserved. It stands on the corner of Broad

and Pearl Streets. A drawing of it may be found in another part of this work.

* See page 408, vol. i.

The anniversary of the signing of the treaty of alliance between the United States and France is here alluded to.
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The Commander-in-chief's Guard. Its Organization, Character, and Uniform. Its Officers.

enrolled his corps of light Infantry, Mr. Knapp became a member, and with them fought in

the battle at Monmouth, in June, 1778.' He was soon afterward chosen a member of the

Commander-in-chief ' s Guard, and served faithfully as a sergeant therein for more than two

years. He left the service in 1782, bearing the approbation of Washington. He is be-

lieved to be the only surviving member of that well-disciplined corps of the Revolution,

Washington's Lif^ Guard. ^ Although feeble in body, I was informed that his mind was

' Many of the muskets which belonged to that corps are now preserved in the Relic Room of the Head-

quarters at Newburgh. La Fayette purchased them with his own money in France, and presented them

to his favorite corps.

'^ The Commander-in-chiefs Guard, commonly called The Life Guard, was a distinct corps of mounted

men, attached to the person of the commander-in-chief, but

never spared in battle. It was organized in 1776, soon after

the sicije of Boston, while the American army was encamped

upon York or Manhattan Island, near the city of New York.

It consisted of a major's command—one hundred and eighty

men. Caleb Gibbs, of Rhode Island, was its first chief, and

bore the title of captain coinmandant. He held that office

until the close of 1779, when he was succeeded by William

Colfax, one of his lieutenants. Gibbs's lieutenants were
Henry P. Livingston, of New York, William Colfax, of New
Jersey, and Benjamin Goymes, of Virginia. Colonel Nicho-

las, of Virginia, was a lieutenant under Colfax. The
latter officer remained in command of the corps until

the disbanding of the army in 1783. The terms of en-

listment into the Guard were the same as those into

any other corps of the regular army, except in the mat-

ter of qualification. They were selected with special

^ Ay^^O^'^

(Jy^U-T-^ <^^'Oc^^^^t^^t/^^

.Signatures of the Officers of Washington's
Life Guard.*

Banner of Washington's Life Guard.

reference to their physical, moral, and intellectual

character; and it was considered a mark of peculiar

distinction to belong to the Commander-in-chiefs

Guard. From George W. P. Custis. Esq., of Ar-

lington House, Virginia, I learned many particulars

respecting this corps. Mr. Custis is a grandson of

Lady Washington, and the adopted son of the gen-

eral. He was acquainted with several of the offi-

cers and privates of the Guard, distinctly remembers

their uniform, and is familiar with their history. He
owns a flag which once belonged to the Guard- It

is now in the museum at Alexandria, on the Poto-

mac, where I sketched the annexed representation

of it. The flag is white silk, on which the device is

neatly painted. One of the Guard is seen holding a

horse, and is in the act of receiving a flag from the

Genius of Liberty, who is personified as a woman leaning upon the Union shield, near which is the Amer-
ican eagle. The motto of the corps, "Conquer or Die," is upon a ribbon. The uniform of the Guard

consisted of a blue coat with white facings, white waistcoat and breeches, black half gaiters, a cocked hat

with a blue and white feather. They carried muskets, and occasionally side arms.

The corps varied in numbers at different periods. At first it consisted of one hundred and eighty men.

During the winter of 1779-80, when the American army under Washington was cantoned at Morristown,

in close proximity to the enemy, it was increased to two hundred and fifty. In the spring it was reduced

to its original number ; and in 1783, the last year of service, it consisted of only sixty-four non-commissioned

officers and privates. Care was always taken to have all the states, from which the Continental army was
supplied with troops, represented in this corps.

Peter Force, Esq., of Washington City, kindly allowed me to copy the names of the Guard, contained in an

oriffinal Return in his possession, bearing the date of March 2, 1783. It is signed by Colfax, and on the back

is an endorsement in the handwriting of Washington, a fac simile of which is given on the next page. I found

in the archives of the State Department another Return, dated June 4th, 1783. f It is one of the last Re-

* I copied these signatures from the original oaths of allegiance, signed at Valley Forge, in the spring of 1778, by each officer

of the Continental army, and of the militia then in service there. These oaths are carefully preserved in the archives of the

State Department at Washington City.

t The following are the names of the non-commissioned officers and privates, from the various states, who constituted the

Commander-in-chief's Guard on the 4th of June, 1783 :

New Hampshire.—Ebenezer Carlton and Samuel Smith, privates.
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Sergeant Knapp. Return to Newburgh. Departure for Fishkill. Return of the Commander-in-chief'a Guard

quite active and. clear respecting the war-scenes of his youth. He delights "to fight his

battles o'er again," and is pleased when,

" With cherub smile, the prattling boy,

Who on the vet'ran's breast reclines.

Has thrown aside the favorite toy.

And round his tender finger twines

Those scattered locks, that, with the flight

Of ninety years are snowy white
;

And, as a scar arrests his view,

He cries, 'Grandpa, what wounded you?' "

Hannah F. Gould.

Broad flashes of sheet lightning, and rumbling thunder, on the van of an approaching

shower, made us use the whip freely when we left the dark lane of the patriot. We reached

Newburgh at eleven o'clock, wearied and supperless, the tempest close upon us, but in time

to escape a drenching. This, be it remembered, was on the occasion of my second visit to

the camp ground in New Windsor, in the fervid summer time. Let us resume our narra-

tive of the autumnal tour.

The mist and clouds were gone the next morning. At six o'clock I crossed October as,

the Hudson to Fishkill landing, and at half past seven breakfasted at the village,
^^*^-

five miles eastward. The air was a little frosty, but as soon as the sun appeared above the

hills, the warm breath and soft light of the Indian summer spread their genial influence over

the face of nature, and awakened corresponding delight in the heart and mind of the trav-

eler. The country through which the highway passes is exceedingly picturesque. It skirts

the deep, rich valleys of Matteawan and Glenham, where flows a clear stream from a dis-

tant mountain lake and bubbling spring,' turning, in its course, many mill-wheels and thou-

sands of spindles set up along its banks. On the south the lofty range of the eastern High-

lands, rocky and abrupt near their summits, come down with gentle declivities, and mmgle

their rugged forms with the green undulations of the valley. Up their steep slopes, cultivated

turns made to the commander-in-chief, for the xrr\

army was disbanded soon afterward. The roll J^7^^/^^y~p
is precisely the sahie as that in possession of c.£:>^ J""^ /9/ yy
Mr. Force, with the exception of the omission / ^̂^^7^ /^ ^n.

,' /^^ ^ .,4U^
of the names of John Dent, cor-poral, and Sam- ^y^ X/\JZ- Ug^^^ C'?^ C^n-^d-^Cp^^^^

uel Wortman, private, in the June Return. /^!^ Q
Dennis Moriarty, who w-as a corporal in -'^'yf ^Cy^^^^^''^^"^^
March, appears as a private in June. The ^ ^
latter Return is signed by Colfax, with his cer- C7) ^ yA//^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^/^ ^
tification that "The above list includes the .e^ ' \^/ <-(Zy'^...^(^'^ / / O ^
whole of the Guard." It is endorsed, "Re-
turn of the non-commissioned officers and privates in the Commander-in-chiefs Guard, who are engaged t(.

serve during the war."

I have been thus particular respecting this corps, because history is almost silent upon the subject, and

because the living M'itnesses, now almost extinct, will take with them the unwritten records of the Guard

into the oblivion of the grave.
1 The chief sources of this beautiful stream are Whaley's Pond, situated high among the broken hills ot

the eastern Highlands, on the borders of Pawlings, and a spring at the foot of the mountains in the Clove

in Beekman.

Massachusetts.—John Phillips, strgeant ; John Herrick, corporal ; Isaac Manning, Jifir <
Joseph Vinal, John Barton, Joel

Crosby, privates.

Rhode Island.—Davis Brown, sergeant ; Randall Smith, Reuben Thompson, William Tanner, Solomon Daley, privates.

Connecticut.—Elihu Hancock, corporal; Diah Manning [see notice of him on page 39], drum viajor ;
Jacob Goodrich and

Frederic Park,//frs; Peter Holt, Jedediah Brown, Levi Deane, James Dady, Henry Wakelee, Elijah Lawrence, privates.

New York.—John Robinson, Jacob Schriver, Edward Wiley, John Cole, privates.

New JERSEY.-Jonathan Moore, Benjamin Eaton, Stephen Hatfield, Lewis Campbell, Samuel- Bailey, William Martin, Laban

Landor, Robert Blair, Benjamin Bouuel, privates ; John Fenton, drummer.

Pennsylvania.—WiUiam Hunter and John Arnold, sergeants; Enoch Wells, corporal; Comehus Wilson, drummer; Charles

Dougherty, William Karnahan, Robert Findley, John Dowther, John Patten, Hugh Cull, James Hughes, John Finch, Dennis

Moriarty, John Montgomery, Daniel Hymer, Thomas Forrest, William Kennessey, Adam Foutz, George Fisher, privates.

Maryland.—Edward Weed, Jeremiah Driskel, Thomas Gillen, privates.

ViRorNiA.-Reaps RUtchell, sergeant ; Lewis Flemister, William Coram, William Pace, Joseph Timberlake, privates.

II. T
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Fishkill Village. The " Wharton House.' Enoch Crosby. The " Spy Unmasked."

fields have crept like ivy upon some gray old tower ; and there, tinted with all the glories

of autumn, they seemed to hang in the soft morning sunlight like rich gobelins in the cham-

ber of royalty.

Fishkill village lies pleasantly in the lap of a plain near the foot of the mountains, and is

a place of much interest to the student of our history. Securely sheltered by high mount-

ains from invasion from below, and surrounded by a fertile country, it was chosen as a place

of safe depository for military stores ; for the confinement of Tory prisoners and others cap-

tured by strategy or in partisan skirmishes upon the Neutral Ground, in West Chester
;

and, for a while, as the

place of encampment of a

portion of the Continental

army, and the quiet delib-

erations of the state Leg-

islature.' The barracks

were about half a mile

south of the village, ex-

tending along the line of

the road, from the resi-

dence of Isaac Van Wyck,
The Whakton House.

Esq., to the foot of the

mountains. The head-

quarters of the officers

were at Mr. Van Wyck's,

then the property of a Mr.

Wharton. From this cir-

cumstance it is known as

" The Wharton House."

The burial-place of the sol-

diers is at the foot of the

mountains, where a road

branches eastward from the turnpike.

This vicinity is the scene of many of the most thrilling

events portrayed by Cooper in his "Sjnj ; a Tale of the Neu-
tral Ground." In the Wharton House, Enoch Crosby, the

alleged reality of the woveYxsi' ?, fictitious Harvey Bii'ch, was
subjected to a mock trial by the Committee of Safety, and

then confined in irons in the old Dutch church in the vil-

lage. Crosby engaged in the " secret service" of his coun-

try in the autumn of 1776, and eminent were his personal

achievements in making revelations to his Whig friends of

the movements and plans of the Tories. At that period,

secret enemies were more to be feared than open foes

;

among these, in West Chester and the southern portions of

Dutchess, Crosby mingled freely, for a long time, without

incurring their distrust. While on one of his excursions, he

solicited lodgings for the night at the house of a woman who
proved to be a Tory. From her he learned that a company
of Loyalists were forming in the neighborhood to march to

' The Marquis de Chastellux, who visited Fishkill in the autumn of 1780, says, in his interesting narra-

tive, "This town, in whieh there are not more than fifty houses in the space of two miles, has been long

the principal depot of the American army. It is there they have placed their magazines, their hospitals,

their work-shops, &c. ; but all these form a town of themselves, composed of handsome large barracks, built

in the wood at the foot of the mountains
;
for the Americans, like the Romans in many respects, have hardly

any other winter quarters than wooden towns or barricaded camps, which may be compared to the hiemalia

of the Romans."

—

Travels in North America, i., 54.

The war-sword of Washington, carefully preserved in a glass case in the National Museum at Washing,
ton City, was manufactured by J. Bailey, in Fishkill, and bears his name. His shop was yet in existence

when I was there, but used as a stable. It was demolished in 1849. A drawing of the sword, and of the

staff which Franklin bequeathed to Washington, may be found in another part of this work.
* This picture is from a sketch from life by Captain H. L. Barnum, the author of a small, thin volume, en-

titled The Spy Unmasked, dedicated to James Fennimore Cooper, Esq. It contains the memoirs of Enoch
Crosby, who, the author asserts, was the original of Mr. Cooper's "Harvey Birch." The narratives were
taken from Crosby's own lips, in short-hand, by Captain Barnum. Attempts have been made to cast dis-

credit upon the work
;
but Doctor White, of Fishkill, who kindly accompanied me to the localities in that

vicinity, assured me that his father, an aged man still living, was well acquainted with Crosby, and says the

narrative of Barnum is substantially correct. Enoch Crosby was a native of Harwich, Barnstable county,

in Massachusetts, where he was born on the 4th of January, 1750. During his infancy his parents went to
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Exploits of Enoch Crosby. Incidents of his Life. Ancient Dutch Church. Fishkill Village.

New York and join the British army.

Dutch Church, Fishkii.i..=

He became excessively loyal, and, agreeing to en-

list with them, he obtained the unbounded

confidence of the captain, who revealed to

him all his plans. That night, when all

was quiet, Crosby left his bed stealthily,

hastened to White Plains, where the Com-

mittee of Safety resided,' communicated the

secrets of the expedition to them, and was

back to his lodgings, unobserved, before day-

light. At Crosby's suggestion, a meeting

of the company was held the following even-

ing, and while in session, the house was sur-

rounded by a band of Whigs, sent for the

purpose by the Committee of Safety, and

the inmates were all made prisoners. They

were conveyed to Fishkill, and confined in

manacles in the old stone church, one of

the relics of the Revolution yet remaining.

The Committee of Safety, who had come up

to try them, were at the Wharton House.

After an examination, the prisoners were

all remanded to prison, Crosby among the

the State of New York, and settled in Southeast, in Dutchess (now Putnam) county. In the midst of the

noble and picturesque scenery of that region his childhood was passed. He learned the trade of a shoe-

maker. When the Revolution broke out, he laid aside his lapstone and last, and shouldered a musket. He

was then residing at Danbury, and was one of the hundred men before mentioned, who, in 1775. marched

to Lake Champlain, and were engaged in the battles in that quarter until Quebec was stormed. After his

return, Crosby remained quiet for a while, and then became engaged in the " secret service." He caused

many Tory companies to fall into the hands of the Whigs, and on such occasions he was usually captured,

suffered imprisonment, but was generally allowed to escape. At length his successful exits from durance

excited the suspicion of the Tories, and Crosby, deeming it unsafe to mingle with them longer, joined the

detachment of the Continental army under Heath, then stationed in the Highlands. When his term of serv-

ice expired, he returned to Southeast, where he cultivated a small farm, until his death in 1835. Captain

Barnum asserts that the plan of Cooper's Spy was conceived at the house of John Jay, at Bedford, in West

Chester county. Mr. Jay was one of the Committee of Safety who employed Crosby, and was necessarily

acquainted with his exploits. Crosby was a witness at a court in New York city in 1827, and was recog-

nized by an old gentleman, who introduced him to the audience as the original of " Harvey Birch."* The

fact became noised abroad. The Spy, dramatized, was then in course of performance at one of the thea-

ters ; Crosby was invited to attend ; his acceptance was announced ;
and that evening a crowded audience

greeted the old soldier. Our gifted countrywoman, Miss Anne C. Lynch, has written thus doubtingly

" On a Picture op Harvey Birch.

" 1 know not if thy noble worth

My country's annals claim,

For in her brief, bright history,

I have not read thy name.

"I know not if thou e'er didst live,

Save in the vivid thought

Of him who chronicled thy life,

With silent suffering fraught.

" Yet in thy history I see

Full many a great soul's lot,

Who joins the martyr-army's ranks,

That the world knoweth not."

' The Committee of Safety then consisted of Messrs. Jay, Piatt, Duer, and Sackett, distinguished patriots

durinc the Revolution.
2 This is from a pencil sketch by Miss Newlin, taken from the yard, looking southwest, the same pomt

* In a monthly historical work, pubhshed at Concord, New Hampshire, in 18C3, by Jacob B. Moore, Esq., late librarian of the

New York Historical .Society, is a brief biographical sketch of David Gray, who was a " spy" of the "Neutral Ground." The

writer says, "The incidents "of his life correspond in many particulars with the character of Harvey Birch, in the popular novel

of the ' Spy.' " This was written six years before the publication of " The Spy Unmasked."
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Escape of Crosby. His Exploits at Teller's Point. A very old Man and rejected Lover. Trinity Church.

rest. By apparent accident he was left alone with the committee a few minutes, and a plan

of escape was devised. He effected it through a window at the northwest corner of the

church, which was hidden by a willow. On reaching the ground, he divested himself of his

loose manacles ; and with the speed of a deer he rushed by the sentinels, and escaped unhurt

to a swamp, followed by three or four bullets, fired at random in the gloom. He was made

a prisoner, with Tories, twice afterward, but managed to escape.

Several British and Hessian soldiers were at one time prisoners in the old stone church.

The former were captured by stratagem at Teller's Point, near the mouth of the Croton

River ; the latter were stragglers, who fell in with a party of Loyalists near Yonkers, on

the Neutral Ground. The British soldiers were captured by Crosby and a few men who
composed part of a detachment under Colonel Van Cortlandt, then stationed on the east side

of the Hudson to watch operations upon the Neutral Ground. While they were near Tel-

ler's Point, a British sloop of war sailed up the river and cast anchor in the channel opposite.

Crosby and six others proceeded to the Point, five of whom, with himself, concealed them-

selves in the bushes ; the other, dressed in infantry uniform, paraded the beach. The offi-

cers on the vessel observed him, and eleven men were dispatched in a boat to capture him.

When the Englishmen landed, the American took to his heels. Unsuspicious of danger, they

followed, when Crosby and his five men, making a noise in the bushes as if half a regiment

was there, rushed out and bade the enemy surrender. Deceived and alarmed, they complied

without firing a shot. The next day they were prisoners in the stone church in Fishkill.

Before visiting the Wharton House, I called upon the Reverend Mr. Kip, the pastor of

the old church. He kindly allowed me to examine the records of the society, which, until

a late period, were made in the Dutch language. They extend back to 1730, at which

time, and for many years afterward, the church at Fishkill and another at Poughkeepsie

were united, with the title of " The Parish Church at Fishkill and Poughkeepsie." I could

find no account of the building of the church, but there is reason to believe that it M'as erected

about the year 1725. Mr. Kip showed me a silver tankard, belonging to the communion-

service of the church, which was presented to the society by Samuel Verplanck, Esq., chiefly

for the purpose ofcommemorating,

by an inscription upon it, a resi-

dent Norwegian, who died at the

extraordinary age of six score and

eight years.'

T passed half an hour at the

Wharton House, and, returning to

the village, sketched the old En-

glish church (now called Trinity)

by the way. It stands upon the

west side of the road, in the sub-

urbs of the village, and in form is

about the same as it was when it

was used as an hospital for the Tkinitv Chukch

of view from whence I made a drawing, less pleasing to myself than the one kindly furnished me by the fair

artist. The church is built of rough-hewn stone, stuccoed on three sides.

^ The following is a copy of the inscription :
" Presented by Samuel Verplanck, Esq., to the First Re-

formed Dutch Church in the town of Fishkill, to commemorate Mr. Englebert Huff, by birth a Norwegian,

in his lifetime attached to the life guards of the Prince of Orange, afterward King William III. of England.

He resided for a number of years in this country, and died, with unblemished reputation, at Fishkill, 21st

of March, 1765, aged 128 years."

It is related of Huff, that when he was a hundred and twenty years old he made love to a pretty girl of

twenty. She already had an accepted lover of her own age, and of course rejected the suit of the Nestor.

The old suitor was indignant at the refusal. He thought he had the best right to claim the heart and hand

of the maiden, for he had a hundred years more experience than "the foolish boy," and knew better how

to treat a wife than the interfering stripling.

' This picture is also from a pencil sketch by Miss Newlin.
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Printing of the first Constitution of the State of New York. Head-quarters of Baron Steuben. Anecdote of the Baron.

sick, and as a meeting-place of the flying Legislature ofNew York, when it adjourned from

White Plains to Fishkill. According to the records, the session here commenced on the 3d

of September, 1776. A few years since, while digging a grave in the yard, the sexton dis-

covered a skeleton, with bits of scarlet cloth and a brass button, the remains, doubtless, of

a British soldier, who was buried in his uniform.

An interesting bibliographic fact, connected Avith Fishkill, was communicated to me by

Gulian C. Verplanck, Esq. I have already noticed the harassing circumstances under

which the first republican Constitution of the State of New York was elaborated, discussed,

and adopted ;' the Legislature retiring before the approach of British bayonets, first to Har-

lem, then to Kingsbridge, Yonkers, White Plains, Fishkill, and Kingston. " The Con-

Uitutioyi of the State of Neiv York" says Mr. Verplanck, " was printed in 1777, and was

the fi7-st, as well as the most important book, ever printed in the state. The people

could find but one j^ress in their domain with which to print this work of their represent-

atives. It was done at Fishkill, by Samuel Loudon, who had been a Whig editor and

printer in the city of New York, and who had retired with his press to Fishkill, where was

the chief deposit of stores, hospitals, &c., of the northern army of the United States. "° Mr.

Verplanck possesses a copy of this precious piece of American typography. They have be-

come almost as scarce as the Sibylline Books, and quite as relatively valuable, for the princi-

ples therein embodied foreshadowed the destiny of the commonwealth. UnUke Tarquin the

Proud, the possessor values it above all price.

I left the village toward noon, and, tak- Vv::;

ing a more northerly route for the ferry, vis-

ited the residence of the late Judge Ver-

planck, situated in a beautiful, isolated spot,

about a mile from the east bank of the

Hudson, and two miles northeast of Fish-

kill landing. It is approached from the

highway by a Avinding carriage track which

traverses a broad, undulating lawn, shaded

by venerable trees. The old mansion is of

stone, a story and a half high, with dormer

windows, and in the style of the best class

of Dutch-built houses erected one hundred

years ago. It was owned by Samuel Ver-

planck, Esq., during the Pvevolution. An
addition, two stories high, has been erected

at the north end. I sketched only the an-

cient edifice. This house is remarkable, in connection with my subject, as the head-quarters

of the Baron Steuben when the American army was encamped in the vicinity of Newburgh,^

and also as the place wherein the celebrated Society of the Cincinnati was or-

ganized in 1783. The meeting for that purpose was held in the large square

room on the north side of the passage.* The room is carefully preserved in its original style.

The Verplanck House.

1782-1783.

1 See vol. i., pace 387. ^ I have a public document. printed there by Loudon, in 1776.

3 An anecdote illustrative of Steuben's generous character is related, the scene of which was at New-

burgh, at the time of the disbanding of the army. Colonel Cochrane, whom I have mentioned in a former

ehapter, was standing in the street, penniless, when Steuben tried to comfort him by saying that better times

would come. " For myself," said the brave officer, " I can stand it ; but ray wife and daughters are in

the garret of that wretched tavern, and I have nowhere to carry them, nor even money to remove them."

The%aron's generous heart was touched, and, though poor himself, he hastened to the family of Cochrane,

poured the w^ole contents of his purse upon the table, and left as suddenly as he had entered. As he was

walking toward the wharf, a wounded negro soldier came up to him, bitterly lamenting that he had no

means with which to get to New York. The baron borrowed a dollar, and handing it to the negro, haded

a sloop and put him on board. " God Almighty bless you, baron !" said the negro, as his benefactor

walked away. Many simdar acts hallow the memory of the Baron Steuben.

* The following record of the proceedings at the final meeting of the convention I copied from the one
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The Society of the Cincinnati. Final Proceedings in the Organization of the Institution.

" While coi'templating a final separation of the ofllicers of the army," says Doctor Thach-

er, " the tenderest feelings of the heart had their afflicting operation. It was at the sug-

gestion of General Knox, and with the acquiescence of the commander-in-chief, that an ex-

pedient was devised by which a hope was entertained that their long-cherished friendship

and social intercourse might be perpetuated, and that at future periods they might annually

communicate, and revive a recollection of the bonds by which they were connected."' Pur-

suant to these suggestions, the officers held a meeting. A committee, consisting of Generals

inal manuscript in the possession of Peter Force, Esq., of Washington City, and print it here as an inter-

esting scrap in the history of the closing scenes of the Revolution.

" Cantonment of the American Array, 19th June, 1783.

" At a meeting of the general officers, and the gentlemen delegated by the i-espective regimentg, as a
convention for establishing the Society of the Cincinnati, held by the request of the president, at which were
present Major-general Baron de Steuben, president ; Major-general Howe, Major-general Knox, Brigadier-

general Paterson, Brifjadier-sjeneral Hand. Brifradier-jjeneral Huntington, Brigadier-general Putnam, Col-

onel Webb, Lieutenant-colonel Huntington, Major Pettengill, Lieutenant Whiting, Colonel H. Jackson, Cap-
tain Shaw, Lieutenant-colonel Hull, Lieutenant-colonel Maxwell, and Colonel Cortlandt, General Baron de

Steuben acquainted the convention that he had, agreeably to their request at the last meeting, transmitted to

his excellency the Chevalier de la Luzerne, minister plenipotentiary from the court of France, a copy of the

institution of the Society of the Cincinnati, with their vote respecting his excellency and the other characters

therein mentioned, and that his excellency had returned an answer declaring his acceptance of the same, and

expressing the grateful sense he entertains of the honor conferred on himself and the other gentlemen of the

French nation by this act of the convention.
" Resolved, That the letter of the Chevalier de la Luzerne be recorded in the proceedings of this day, and

deposited in the archives of the society, as a testimony of the high sense this convention entertain of the

honor done to the society by his becoming a member thereof.

(Here follows the letter.)

" The baron having also communicated a letter from Major TEnfant, inclosing a design for the medal

and order containing the emblems of the institution,

" Resolved, That the bald eagle, carrying the emblems on its b-reast, be established as the order of the so-

ciety, and that the ideas of Major I'Enfant respecting it and the manner of its being worn by the mem-
bers, as expressed in his letter, hereto annexed, be adopted. That the order be of the same size, and in

every other respect conformable to the said design, which for that purpose is certified by the Baron de Steu

ben, president of this convention, and to be deposited in the archives of the society, as the original from

which all copies are to be made. Also that silver medals, not exceeding the size of a Spanish milled dol-

lar, with the emblems, as designed by Major FEnfant and certified by the president, be given to each and

every member of the society, together with a diploma, on parchment, whereon shall be impressed the exact

figures of the order and medal, as above mentioned, any thing in the original institution respecting gold

medals to the contrary notwithstanding.

(Here follows Major I'Enfant's letter.)

" Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be transmitted by the president to Major I'Enfant for his

care and ingenuity in preparing the aforementioned designs, and that he be acquainted that they cheerfully

embrace his offer of assistance, and request a continuance of his attention in carrying the designs into ex-

ecution, for which purpose the president is desired to correspond with him.
" Resolved, That his excellency the commander-in-chief be requested to officiate as president general,

until the first general meeting, to be held in May next.

" That a treasurer general and a secretary general be balloted for, to officiate in like manner.
" The ballots being taken. Major-general M'Dougall was elected treasurer general, and Major-general

Knox secretary general, who are hereby requested to accept said appointments.

''^Resolved, That all the proceedings of this convention, including the institution of the society, be recorded

from the original papers in his possession by Captain Shaw, who at the first meeting was requested to act

as secretary, and that the same, signed by the president and secretary, together with the original papers,

be given into the hands of Major-general Knox, secretary general to the society, and that Captain North,

aid-de-camp to the Baron de Steuben, and acting secretary to him as president, sign the said records.
" The dissolution of a very considerable part of the army, since the last meeting of this convention, hav-

ing rendered the attendance of some of its members impracticable, and the necessity for some temporary
arrangements, previoas to the first meeting of the general society, being so strikingly obvious, the conven-

tion found itself constrained to make those before mentioned, which they have done with the utmost diffi-

dence of themselves, and relying entirely on the candor of their constituents to make allowance for the

measure.
" The principal objects of its appointment being thus accomplished, the members of this convention think

fit to dissolve the same, and it is hereby dissolved accordingly.

" Steuben, Major General, President.''''

' Military Journal, p. 317.
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Knox, Hand, and Huntington, and Captain Shaw, was appointed to revise the proposals for

the institution. Another meeting was held on the 13th of May, at the quarters of Steuben

(Verplanck's), when the committee reported. A plan, in the following words, was adopted,'

and the society was duly organized :

" It having pleased the Supreme Governor of the universe, in the disposition of human

affairs, to cause the separation of the colonies of North America from the domination of

Great Britain, and, after a bloody conflict of eight years, to estabhsh them free, independent,

and sovereign states, connected by alliances, founded on reciprocal advantages, with some of

the greatest princes and powers of the earth :

" To perpetuate, therefore, as well the remembrance of this vast event, as the mutual

friendships which have been formed under the pressure of common danger, and in many in-

stances cemented by the blood of the parties, the officers of the American army do hereby,

in the most solemn manner, associate, constitute, and combine themselves into one society

of friends, to endure so long as they shall endure, or any of their eldest male posterity, and

in failure thereof, the collateral branches, who may be judged worthy of becoming its sup-

porters and members."
" The officers of the American army, having generally been taken from the citizens of

America, possess high veneration for the character of that illustrious Roman, Lucius Quin-

Tius CiNciNNATUS, and being resolved to follow his example, by returning to their citizen-

ship, they think they may with propriety denominate themselves the

Society of the Cincinnati.

" The following principles shall be immutable, and form the basis of the Society of the

Cincinnati

:

" An incessant attention to preserve inviolate those exalted rights and liberties of human

nature for which they have fought and bled, and without which the high rank of a rational

being is a curse instead of a blessing.

"An unalterable determination to promote and cherish, between the respective states, that

unison and national honor so essentially necessary to their happiness and the future dignity

of the American empire.

" To render permanent the cordial affection subsisting among the officers, this spirit will

dictate brotherly kindness in all things, and particularly extend to the most substantial acts

of beneficence, according to the ability of the society, toward those officers and their families

who unfortunately may be under the necessity of receiving it.

" The general society will, for the sake of frequent communications, be divided into state

societies, and these again into such districts as shall be directed by the state society.

" The societies of the districts to meet as "often as shall be agreed on by the state society
;

those of the state on the 4th day of July annually, or oftener if they shall find it expedient

;

and the general society on the first Monday in May annually, so long as they shall deem it

necessary, and afterward at least once in every three years.

' This document, according to Colonel Timothy Pickering, was drawn up by Captain Shaw, who was the

secretary of the committee.
2 This clause gave considerable alarm to the more rigid Whigs, because of the recognition of the right

of primogeniture "in membership succession. Judge ^danus Burke, of South Carolina, attacked it with

much vehemence, as an incipient order of nobility, and an attempt to establish the pretensions of the mili-

tary to rank above the mass of citizens. The objection was groundless, for no civil, miUtary, political, or

social prerogative was claimed. On the other hand, the King of Sweden (Gustavus Adolphus III.) declined

permitting tlie few officers in the French army who were his subjects to wear the order of the Cincinnati,

on the ground that the institution had a republican tendency not suited to his government. On this subject,

Washington, in a letter to Rochambeau, written in August, 1784, said, " Considering how recently the King

of Sweden has changed the form of the government of that country, it is not so much to be wondered at that

his fears should get the better of his liberality as to any thing which might have the semblance of repnb-

licanism ; but when it is further considered how few of his nation had, or could have, a right to the order,

I think he might have suffered his complaisance to have overcome them."—See Sparks's Life and Writ-

ings of Washington, ix., 56.
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"At each meeting, the principles of the institution will be fully considered, and the best

measures to promote them adopted.

" The state societies to have a president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and assistant

treasurer, to be chosen annually by a majority of votes, at the stated meeting.

" In order to obtain funds which may be respectable, and assist the unfortunate, each offi-

cer shall deliver to the treasurer of the state society one month's pay, which shall remain

f,u/,.

L-^u oArA:.

/I

^^^;fc^ 2^^,

SociKTv OF iiiK Cincinnati.—Members' Ckktificate.'

' This engraving is a fac simile of a certificate, about one fourth the size of the original, which is thir-

teen inches and a half in breadth, and twenty inches in length. The originals arc printed on fine vellum.

The plate was engraved in France by J. J. le Veau, from a drawing by Aug. le Belle. I am indebted

to the late James G. Wilson, son of Ensign Wilson, named in the certificate, for the use of the original in

making this copy. The former was engraved on copper ; this is engraved on wood. The design repre-

sents American liberty as a strong man armed, bearing in one hand the Union flag, and in the other a naked

sword. Beneath his feet are British flags, and a broken spear, shield, and chain. Hovering by his side is

the eagle, our national emblem, from whose talons the lightning of destruction is flashing upon the British

lion. Britannia, with the crown falling from her head, is hastening toward a boat to escape to a fleet, which

denotes the departure of British power from our shores. Upon a cloud, on the right, is an angel blowing

a trumpet, from M'hich flutters a loose scroll. Upon the scroll are the sentences. Palam nuntiata liberta-

tis* A.D. 1776. Fadus sociale cum Gallia, An. D. 1778. Pax : libcrlas parta, An. D. 1783. "Inde-

pendence declared, A.D. 1776. Treaty of alliance with France declared, A.D. 1778. Peace! independ-

ence obtained, A.D. 1783."

Upon the medallion on the right is a device representing Cincinnatus at his plow, a ship on the sea, and a

walled town in the distance. Over his head is a flying angel, holding a ribbon inscribed Virtutis pramium ;

" Reward of virtue." Below is a heart, with the words, Esto perpetua ; "Be thou perpetual." Upon the

rim is the legend, Societas Cincinnatorum Institula A.D. MDCCLXXXIII. ;
" Society of the Cincinnati,

instituted 1783." The device upon the medallion on the left is Cincinnatus with his family near his house.

He is receiving a sword and shield from three senators ; an army is seen in the distance. Upon the rim

are the words, Omnia relinquit servare rempublicam ; "He abandoned every thing to serve his country ;"

(referring to Cincinnatus).

* There is a fact connected with this sentence worthy of notice. In the earlier impressions from the plate, taken previous to

the year 1785, the sentence is Palam nuntiata libertas, not libertatis. Some person, who doubtless supposed the original word

(0 be incorrect, caused the letters tis to be crowded into the space occupied by the final s in libertas. I have the authority of

one of our most learned Latin critics, to whom the question was submitted, for saying that the original word was correct, and

that the alteration renders the sentence ungraramatical and totally incorrect, thereby destroying its meaning. Do any of our

historical antiquaries know by whose authority the alteration was made 1
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forever to the use of the state society. The interest only of which, if necessary, to be ap-

propriated to the relief of the unfortunate.

" The society shall have an order, by which its members

shall be known and distinguished, which shall be a medal

of gold, of a proper size to receive the emblems, and be sus-

pended by a deep blue ribbon, two inches wide, edged with

white, descriptive of the union of America with France."

I am indebted to the kindness of Colonel Joseph Warren

Scott, of New Brunswick, New Jersey, now (1850) the

president of the society of that state, for the following in-

formation respecting the successive presidents general of the

institution. General Washington was the first president

general, and continued in office until his death, in Decem-

ber, 1799. In May, 1800, General Alexander Hamilton

was elected as his successor. He was killed in a duel with

Aaron Burr in 1804, and, at the next general meeting.

General Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, of South Carolina,

was elected as his successor. He died in August, 1825.

At a special meeting of the society, held at Philadelphia

in November, 1826, Major-general Thomas Pinckney was

elected president general.' At his death. Colonel Aaron

Ogden, of New Jersey, was elected to fill his place. He
held the office until his decease in April, 1838, when Gen-

eral Morgan Lewis, of New York, became his successor.

General Lewis died on the 7th of May, 1844, in his nine-

tieth year, and the venerable Major Popham, also of New
York, was elected as his successor at the general meeting

in November following. Major Pophara died in the sum-

mer of 1848, and at the meeting in November of that year,

General Dearborn, the present incumbent, was elected to

supply the vacancy. Such is the brief history of a society

over which the venerated Washington first presided.

I left the interesting mansion wherein the society was or-

ganized at noon, and reached Newburgh in time to dine and

embark at half past one for West Point, eight miles below.

• "At that meeting," says Colonel Scott, in a letter to me dated July 9, 1850, "delegates attended from

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Maryland, and South Carolina. Col-

onel Ogden and myself were delegates from New Jersey. At that meeting it was ascertained that all the

officers of the society, but one, had departed this life. The survivor was Major Jackson, of Pennsylvania.

These communications were given and received in sadness, and a respectful and affectionate notice was

taken of those who had left us forever."

- This was drawn from an original in the possession of Edward Phalon, Esq., of New York. The en-

graving is the exact size of the original. The leaves of the sprigs of laurel are of gold, and green enamel

;

The head and tail of the eagle gold, and white enamel ; and the sky in the center device blue enamel. The

device and motto are the same as upon the medallion on the right of the certificate.

OeDER of the ClNCIXN.^TI.'
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CHAPTER VI.

" What though no cloister gray nor ivyed cohimn

Along these cliffs their somber ruins rear;

What though no frowning tower nor temple solemn

Of despots tell, and superstition here
;

What though that moldering fort's fast-crumbling walls

Did ne'er inclose a baron's bannered halls,

" Its sinking arches once gave back as proud

An echo to the war-blown clarion's peal

—

As gallant hearts its battlements did crowd
As ever beat beneath a breast of steel.

When herald's trump on knighthood's haughtiest day

Called forth chivalric hosts to battle-fray."

C. F. HoFF.MAN.

" Low sunk between the Alleghanian hills

For many a league the sullen waters glide,

And the deep murmur of the crowded tide

With pleasing awe the wondering voyager fills.

On the green summit of yon lofty clift

A peaceful runnel gurgles clear and slow,

Then down the craggy steep-side dashing swift,

Tumultuous falls in the white surge below."

Margaretta V. Faitgeees.'

N the midst of wild mountain scenery, picturesque but not magnificent when
compared with the White Mountains of New Hampshire, the Adirondack

and Catskill range in New York, or the Alleghanies in Western Pennsyl-

vania and Virginia, is a bold promontory called West Point, rising more

than one hundred and fifty feet above the waters of the Hudson, its top a

perfectly level and fertile plateau, and every rood hallowed by associations

of the deepest interest. West Point ! What a world of thrilling reminis-

cences has the utterance of that name brought to ten thousand memories in

times past, now, alas I nearly all slumbering in the dreamless sleep of the

dead I How does it awaken the generous emotions of patriotic reverence

for the men, and things, and times of the Revolution, in the bosoms of the

present generation I Nor is it by the associations alone that the traveler is

moved with strong emotions when approaching West Point ; the stranger,

indifferent to our history and of all but the present, feels a glow of admira-

' Mrs. Faugeres was the grand-daughter of Brandt Schuyler, and daughter of Mrs. Anne Eliza Bleeck-

er, one of the notable sufferers from the invasion of Burgoyne in 1777. Mrs. Bleecker was then living,

with her husband, about eighteen miles from Albany. Mr. Bleecker went to that city to make arrange-

ments for moving his family thither. While aliscnt, Mrs. Bleecker heard of the approach of Burgoyne and

his horde of savages, and, leading her eldest child by the hand, and bearing her youngest in her arms, she

started on foot for Albany. After a wearisome journey of a day, and a night passed in a wretched garret,

she started forward with her precious charge, and soon met her husband, with whom she returned to the

v;ity. Her babe died a few days afterward, and within a month her mother expired in her arms, at Red
Hook, in Dutchess county. Her husband was afterward captured by a party of Tories. This event, and

his sudden restoration when she thought him dead, so overpowered her, that her constitution sunk beneath

the shocks, and she died in the autumn of 1783. Margaretta (afterward Mrs. Faugeres) was the "sweet
sister" alluded to in the following lines, extracted from a poem written by Mrs. Bleecker on the death of

her child :
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tion as he courses along the sinuous channel of the river or climbs the rough hills that em-

bosom it. The inspiration of nature then takes possession of his heart and mind, and

" When he treads

The rock-encumbered crest, and feels the strange

And wild tumultuous throbbings of his heart.

Its every chord vibrating with the touch

Of the high power that reigns supreme o'er all,

He well may deem that lips of angel-forms

Have breathed to him the holy melody

That fills his o'erfraught heart."

Bayard Taylok.

The high plain is reached by a carriage-way that winds up the bank from the landing
;

the visitor overlooking, in the passage, on the right, the little village of Camptown, which

comprises the barracks of United States soldiers and a few dwellings of persons not imme-

diately connected with the military works. On the left, near the summit, is " the Artillery

Laboratory," and near by, upon a little hillock, is an obehsk erected to the memory of Lieu-

tenant-colonel Wood." On the edge of the cliff, overlooking the steamboat landing, is a

spacious hotel, where I booked myself as a boarder for a day or two. A more delightful

spot, particularly in summer, for a weary traveler or a professed lounger, can not easily be

found, than the bfoad piazza of that public dwelling presents. Breezy in the hottest weath-

er, and always enlivened by pleasant company, the sojourner need not step from beneath its

shadow to view a most wonderful variety of pleasing objects in nature and art. Upon the

grassy plain before him are buildings of the military establishment—the Academic Halls,

the Philosophical and Library buildings, the Observatory, the Chapel, the Hospital, the Bar-

racks and Mess Hall of the cadets, and the beautifully shaded dwellings of the officers and

professors that skirt the western side of the plateau at the base of the hills. On the parade,

the cadets, in neat uniform, exhibit their various exercises, and an excellent band of music

delights the ear. Lifting the eyes to the westward, the lofty summit of Mount Independ-

ence, crested by the gray ruins of Fort Putnam, and beyond it-the loftier apex of Redoubt

Hill, are seen. Turning a little northward. Old Cro' Nest and Butter Hill break the hori-

zon nearly half way to the zenith ; and directly north, over Martelaer's Rock or Constitu-

tion Island, through the magnificent cleft in the chain of hills through which the Hudson

flows, is seen the bright waters of Newburgh Bay, the village glittering in the sunbeams,

and the beautiful, cultivated slopes of Dutchess and Orange. The scenery at the eastward

is better comprehended and more extensive as seen from Fort Putnam, whither we shall

presently climb.

I passed the remainder of the afternoon among the celebrities clustered around October 26,

the plain. I first visited the Artillery Laboratory, where are deposited several ^^^^•

interesting trophies and relics of the Revolution. In the center of the court is a group of

great interest, consisting of a large brass mortar, mounted, which was taken from the En-

glish when Wayne captured Stony Point ; two small brass mortars, taken from Burgoyne

at Saratoga, and a portion of the famous chain which the Americans stretched across the

river at West Point to obstruct the passage of the vessels of the enemy. The large mortar

" Rich in my children, on my arras I bore

My living treasures from the scalper's power.

When I sat down to rest beneath some shade,

On the soft grass how innocent she play'd,

While her sweet sister from the fragrant wild

Collects the flowers to please my precious child."

' The following is the inscription on this monument

:

"To the memory of Lieutenant-colonel E. D. Wood, of the corps of engineers, who fell while leading a

charge at the sortie of Fort Erie, Upper Canada, 17th of September, 1814, in the 3Lst year of his age. He
was exemplary as a Christian, and distinguished as a soldier. A pupil of this institution,* he died an honor

to his country. This memorial was erected by his friend and commander, Major-general Jacob Brown."

* Military Academy at West Point.
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has a caliber of ten and a half inches ; the smaller ones, of four inches and three quarters.

The former is emblazoned with the English coat of arms, beneath which is engraved " As-

chaleh, fecit, 1741." There are twelve links, two clevises, and a portion of a link of the

Great Chain and Mohtaks.

great chain remaining. The links are made of iron bars, two and a half inches square,

average in length a little over two feet, and weigh about one hundred and forty pounds each.

The chain was stretched across the river at the narrowest point between the rocks just be-

low the steam-boat landing, and Constitution Island opposite. It was fixed to huge blocks

on each shore, and under the cover of batteries on both sides of the river. The remains of

these are still visible. " It is buoyed up," says Doctor Thacher, writing in 1780, " by very

large logs of about sixteen feet long, pointed at the ends, to lessen their opposition to the

force of the current at flood and ebb tide. The logs are placed at short distances from each

other, the chain carried over them, and made fast to each by staples. There are also a

number of anchors dropped at proper distances, with cables made fast to the chain, to give

it greater stability."* The history of this chain will be noted presently.

Near this group is a cannon, by the premature discharge of which, in 1817, a cadet named
Lowe was killed. There is a beautiful monument erected to his memory in the cemetery

of the institution. I observed several long French cannons, inscribed with various dates ;

and among others, two brass field-pieces, of British manufacture, bearing the monogram of

the king, " G. R.," and the inscription "IF. Boiven, fecit, 1755." These were presented

to General Greene by order of Congress, as an inscription among the military emblems avers.''

At the northeast corner of the plain, a little eastward of the hotel, are mounds denoting

the ramparts of old Fort Clinton. Among these mounds stands the monument erected to

the memory of KosciuszKO. It is made of white marble, and is a conspicuous object to

travelers upon the river. On one side of the pedestal, in large letters, is the name Kosci-

' Military Journal^ P^g^ 211.
^ The inscription is as follows :

"Taken from the British army, and presented, by order of the United States in Congress assembled, t«i

Major-general Greene, as a monument* of their high sense of the wisdom, fortitude, and military talents

which distinguished his command in the Southern department, and of the eminent services which, amid com-

plicated dangers and difficulties, he performed for his country. October y" 18th, 1783."

* To the dishonor of our country, it must be said that these two brazen cannons form the only " monument" ever made to

the memory of that great commander. Savannah, in Georgia, has a ward and a square bearing his name, and in the center of

the latter is the foundation-stone of an intended monument to his memory. This and the cornerstone of a monument to Pii-

laski vv'ere laid by La Fayette in 1825. I shall again refer to the matter when noticing my visit at Savannah.
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uszKO ; and on the other is the brief inscription, " Erected by the Corps of Cadets, 1828."

The monument was completed in 1829, at a cost of five thousand dollars. A drawing of

it forms a portion of the vignette of ^^..^— —

_

the map printed on page 137. From _ -*-
^

this monument the view of the river __^ \
and adjacent scenery, especially at the

northward, is very fine, and should nev-

er be unobserved by the visitor.

Emerging from the remains of Fort

Clinton, the path, traversing the mar-

gin of the cliff', passes the ruins of a bat-

tery, and descends, at a narrow gorge

between huge rocks, to a flight of wood-

en steps. These terminate at the bot-

tom upon a grassy terrace a few feet

wide, over which hangs a shelving cliffy

covered with shrubbery. This is called

Kosciuszko's Garden, from the circum-

stance of its having been a favorite re-

sort of that officer while stationed there

View from Kobt Clinton, looking North.

^^- \^J^' /l^c/c^^o^^^

Kosciuszko's Signature.

as engineer for a time during the Revolution. In the center of

the terrace is a marble basin, from the bottom of which bubbles

up a tiny fountain of pure water. It is said that the remains of a

fountain constructed by Kosciuszko was discovered in 1802, when

It was removed, and the marble bowl which now receives the jet

was placed there. It is a beautiful and romantic spot, shaded by

a weeping willow and other trees, and having seats provided for

those who wish to linger. Upon a smooth spot, high upon the

rocks and half overgrown with moss, are slight indications of writ-

ten characters. Tradition says it is the remains of the name of

Kosciuszko, inscribed by his own hand ;
but I doubt the report, for

he possessed too much common sense to be guilty of such folly as

the mutilated benches

around the fountain ex-

hibit ; his name was

already upon the tab-

let of Polish history,

and his then present deeds were marking it deep upon that of our war for independence.

The sun had gone down behind the hills when T ascended from the garden to the plain.

The cadets were performing their evening parade, and, as the last rays left Bear Hill and

the Sugar Loaf, the evening gun and the tattoo summoned them to quarters. During the

twilight hour, I strolled down the road along the river bank, half a mile beyond the bar-

racks, to Mr. Kingsley's Classical School, situated upon a commanding eminence above the

road leading to Buttermilk Falls. J^ear his residence was a strong redoubt, called Fort

Arnold, one of the outposts of West Point in the Revolution. I was informed that the re-

mains are well preserved ; but it was too dark to distinguish an artificial mound from a nat-

ural hillock, and I hastened back to my lodgings.

Unwilling to wait until the late hour of eight for breakfast the next morning, I arose at

dawn, and before sunrise I stood among the ruins of Fort Putnam, on the pinnacle of Mount

Independence, nearly five hundred feet above the river.

I had waked

From a long sleep of many changing dreams,

And now in the fresh forest air I stood
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Nerved to another day of wandering.

The sky bent round

The awful domes of a most mighty temple,

Built by Omnipotent hands for nothing less

Than infinite worship. Here I stood in silence
;

I had no words to tell the mingled thoughts

Of wonder and of joy that then came o'er me
Even with a whirlwind's rush."

James G. Percival.

Around me were strewn mementoes of the Revolution. My feet pressed the russet turf

upon the ramparts of a ruined fort. Eastward, behind which were glowing the splendors

of approaching day, stretched a range of broken hills, on whose every pinnacle the vigilant

patriots planted batteries and built watch-fires. At their feet, upon a fertile terrace almost

a mile in breadth, was the " Beverly House," from which Arnold escaped to the Vulture
;

old Phillipstown, around which a portion of the Revolutionary army was cantoned in 1781,'

and intermediate localities, all rich with local traditions and historic associations. On the

left, over Constitution Island, arose the smoke of the furnaces and forges at Cold Spring, a

thriving village at the river terminus of a mountain furrow that slopes down from the east-

ern hills. A little beyond, and beneath the frowning crags of Mount Taurus,^ appeared

" Under Clifl'," the country seat of George P. Morris, Esq., lying like a pearl by the side of

a sleeping giant, and just visible in the fading shadows of the mountains. Nowhere in our

broad land is there a more romantic nook, or more appropriate spot for the residence of an

American song-writer than this,

" Where Hudson's waves o'er silvery sands

Winds through the hills afar,

And Cro' Nest like a monarch stands

Crown'd with a single star."

Morris.

Hark I the sunrise gun on the plain below hath spoken I How eagerly its loud voice is

caught up by echo and carried from hill to hill I The Sngar Loaf answers to Redoubt
Mountain, and Anthony's Nose to Bear Mountain and the Dunderberg, and then there is

only a soft whisper floating away over the waters of the Haverstraw. The reveille is beat-

ing ; the shrill notes of the fife, and the stirring music of the cornet-players, come up and

fill the soul with a martial spirit consonant with the place and its memories. Here, then,

let us sit down upon the lip of this rock-fountain, within the ruins of the fort, and commune
a while with the old chronicler.

The importance of fortifying the Hudson River at its narrow passes among the High-

^ It was here that the general inoculation of the soldiers of the Continental army was performed by Doc-
tors Cochrane, Thacher, Munson, and others, as mentioned on page 307, vol. i.

2 This, in plain English and common parlance, is Bull Hill. I feel very much disposed to quarrel with
my countrymen for their want of taste in giving names to localities. They have discarded the beautiful
" heathenish" names of the Indian verbal geographies, and often substituted the most commonplace and in-

appropriate title that human ingenuity, directed earthward, could invent—Bull Hill ! Crow's Nest ! Butter

Hill ! ! Ever blessed be the name and memory of Joseph Rodman Drake, whose genius has clothed these

Highland cones, despite their vulgar names, with a degree of classic interest, bj' thus summoning there.

with the herald voice of imagination,

" Ouphe and goblin ! imp and sprite I

Elf of eve and starry fay !

Ye that love the moon's soft light,

Hither, hither wend your way.
Twine ye in a jocund ring

;

Sing and trip it merrily
;

Hand to hand and wing to wing,

Round the wild witch-hazel tree !"

The Culphit Fay, canto xxxvi.*

• This beautiful poem was written con amore, during a brief ramble of the author among the Hudson Highlands.
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1775

Interior of Fort Putnam."

^S^ES^

Fortifications in the Highlands ordered.

lands was sug£re.sted to the Continental Congress by the Provincial Assembly of New York

at an early period of the war. On the Cth of October, 1775, the former directed the latter

to proceed to make such fortifications as they

should deem best.' On the 18th of No-

vember, Congress resolved to appoint a

commander for the fortress, with the rank of

colonel, and recommended the New York As-

sembly, or Convention, to empower him to raise

a body of two hundred militia from the coun-

ties of Dutchess, Orange, and Ulster, and a

company of artillery from New York city, to garrison them. The Convention was also rec-

ommended to forward from Kingsbridge such ordnance as they should think proper.' That

body had already taken action. On the 18th of August, a committee was appointed to su-

perintend the erection of forts and bat-

teries in the vicinity of West Point.^

They employed Bernard Pi^omans, an

English engineer (who, at that time,

held the same office in the British army),

to construct the works ; and Martelaer's

Pvock (now Constitution Island), oppo-

site West Point, was the chosen spot for

the principal fortification. Romans commenced operations on the 29th of August, and on

the 12th of October he applied to Congress for a commission, with the rank and pay of col-

onel. It was this application which caused the action of Congress on the 1 8th of Novem-

ber. In the mean while, Pvomans and his employers quarreled, and

the commission Avas never granted ; the work was soon afterward

completed by others. The fort was named Constitution, and the

island has since borne that title.' The fort and its outworks were

quite extensive, though the main fortress was built chiefly of perish-

able materials, on account of the apparent necessity for its speedy

erection. The whole cost was about twenty-five thousand dollars.

The remains of the fort and surrounding batteries are scattered over

the island. Near the highest point on the western end are the p.ax ok Fokt CoNSTITUTIo^•.e

' Journals of Congress, i., 199.
2 This little sketch is a view of the remains of the casemates, or vaults, of Fort Putnam, i here were

nine originally, but only six remain in a state of fair preservation. They were built of brick and covered

with stone; were twelve feet wide and eighteen feet deep, with an arched roof twelve feet high, l.ach

one had a fire-place, and they seem to have been used for the purposes of barracks, batteries, and maga-

zines. In the center of the fort is a spring, that bubbles up in a rocky basin. The whole mterior is very

rough, it being the pinnacle of a bald, rocky elevation.

* Journals of Congress, i., 223.
* The committee consisted of Isaac Sears, John Berrien, Colonel Edward Fleming, Anthony Rutger and

Christopher Miller. Fleming and Rutger declined the appointment, and Captam Samuel Bayard and Lap-

tain William Bedlow were appointed in their places.
.

5 This island belonged to the widow of Captain Ogilvie, of the Briish army, and her children, during the

Revolution, as appears by a correspondence between the New York Committee of Safety and Colonel Bev-

erly Robinson. The committee supposed that the island belonged to Robinson, and applied to him tor its

purchase. In his reply, he mentioned the fact of its belonging to Mrs. Ogilvie, and added. Was it mine,

the public should be extremely welcome to it. The building of the fort there can be no disadvantage to

the small quantity of arable land on the island." Robinson afterward chose the royal side of the political

question, and held the commission of a colonel in the British army.

• « This plan of Fort Constitution is from Romans's report to the Committee of Safety of New York, on tne

14th of September, 1775, and published in the American ^rfAiycs, iii., 735.

ExpL.^NATioN.—a. guard-room and store-house ; 6, barracks ; c, block-house and main guard
;

d, maga-

zine ; c, the gateway; 1, a battery of four four-pounders; 2, three twelve-pounders; 3, three twelve-

pounders and one nine-pounder ; 4, five eighteen-pounders ; 5, four twelve-pounders ; 6, three eighteen-

pounders ; 7 and 8, one each, nine and twelve-pounder ; 9, one four-pounder.
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Plan of the Magazine.

well-preserved remains of the magazine, the form of which is given in the annexed diagram.

It is upon a high rock, accessible only on one side. The whole wall is quite perfect, except

at the doorvi'ay, D, where a considerable portion has fallen down and

blocked up the entrance.

After the capture of Forts Clinton and Montgomery, near the lower

entrance to the Highlands, in 1777, and the abandonment of Fort Con-

stitution by the Americans a few days afterward, public attention was

directed to the importance of other and stronger fortifications in that

vicinity. On the 5th of November, Congress appointed General Gates

to command in the Highlands, or rather that post was connected with

the Northern department. Gates was made president of the Board of

War about that time, and never entered upon the prescribed duties in

the Highlands. Anxious to have those passes strongly guarded, Wash-
ington requested General Putnam to bestow his most serious attention upon that important

Decembers, Subject. He also wrote to Governor Clinton, at the same time, desiring him to

•'^^^^- take the immediate supervision of the work ; but his legislative duties, then

many and pressing, made it difficult for him to comply. Clinton expressed his willingness

to devote as much time as possible to the matter, and also made many valuable sugges-

tions respecting the proposed fortifications. He mentioned West Point as the most eligible

site for a strong fort.

Duty calling General Putnam to Connecticut, and General Parsons not feeling himself

authorized to progress Avith the works, but little was done until the arrival of General

ai778. M'Dougal, who took command on the 20th of March following. a In the mean
bjanuary. while, several officers examined various localities in the neighborhood, ^ and all

were in favor of erecting a strong fort on West Point, except /?'

La Radiere, a French engineer.' A committee of the New ^^^ A^/^^/'^fi yy
York Legislature, after surveying several sites, unanimously

recommended West Point as the most eligible. Works were accordingly commenced there,
"-~^

" =!t^a:"^" IT 1

under the direction of Kosciuszko, who had been appoint-

ed to succeed Radiere in the Highlands, his skill being

quite equal, and his manners more acceptable to the peo-

ple. Kosciuszko arrived on the 20 th of March, and

the works were pushed toward completion with

much spirit. The principal redoubt, constructed chiefly

of logs and earth, was completed before May, and named
Fort Clinton. It was six hundred yards around within

the walls. The embankments were twenty-one feet at

base, and fourteen feet hiofh. There M'ere barracks and

1778.

West Point in 1780.2

' The American commissioners in France were instructed by Congress to procure some good engineers
for the Continental army. Franklin and Deane contracted with four officers of this description, who had
served in such capacity, under commissions, in the French arm)', namely, Duportail, Laumoy, Radiere, and
Gouvion. These officers came to the United States with the knowledge and approbation of the French
government, and were the only ones engaged by the expi-ess authority of Congress. The Chevalier Du-
portail was appointed colonel of engineers, Laumoy and Ra-
diere lieutenant colonels, and Gouvion major. Duportail

was afterward promoted to a brigadier, Laumoy and Ra-
diere to colonels, and Gouvion to a lieutenant colonel. Ra-
diere died in the service at the beginning of 1780. See
Journals of Congress, iii., 224, 322, 403.

2 This view is from a print published in the New York Magazine for 1790. It was taken from Consti-
tution Island. On the left is seen a portion of old Fort Constitution. The great chain, four hundred and
fifty yards in length, and covered by a strong battery, is seen stretched across the river, immediately below
Fort Clinton, the structure on the high point. In the distance, on the left, two mountain summits are seen,

crowned with fortifications. These were the North and Middle Redoubts. Upon the range of the Sugar
Loaf Mountain, higher than these, and hidden, in the view, by Fort Clinton, was another redoubt, called the

South Battery. The view on page 140 I sketched from the same spot whence this was taken.

C^ C^^ yi^f^-^^"^^^^"



OF THE REVOLUTION. 137

West Point in 1780. Construction of the great Chain. History of the Work. Map of West Point

huts for about six hundred men.' The cliff on which Fort Clinton was erected rises one

hundred and eiffhty-eijrht feet above the river, and is more elevated than the plain in the

rear. The only accessi-

ble point from the river

was at the house and

dock, on the water's edge,

seen in the engraving.

That point is now a lit-

tle above the steam-boat

landing. This weak point

was well defended by pal-

isades.

To defend Fort Clin-

ton, and more thoroughly

to secure the river against

the passage of an enemy's

fleet, it was thought ad-

visable to fortify the

heights in the neighbor-

hood. The foundation of

a strong fort was accord-

ingly laid on Mount In-

dependence, and, when

completed, it was named

Putnam, in honor of the

commander of the post.

On eminences south of it,

Forts Webb, Wyllys, and other redoubts were con-

structed ; and at the close of 1779, West Point was

the strongest military post in America. In addition

to the batteries that stood menacingly upon the hill

tops, the river was obstructed by an enormous iron

chain, the form and size of which is noted on page

132. The iron of which this chain was constructed

was wrought from ore of equal parts, from the Stir-

hng and Long Mines, in Orange county. The chain

was manufactured by Peter Townshend, of Chester,

at the Stirling Iron Works, in the same county, which

were situated about twenty-five miles back of West

Point. ^ The general superintendent of the Avork, as

engineer, was Captain Thomas Machin, who after-

ward assisted in the engineering operations at York-

NoTE.—This map exhibits all of the most important localities at West Point during the Revolution and

at the present time. It will be seen that the Hudson River rail-road crosses the cove and Constitution Isl-

and a little eastward of the ruins of the main fortress, on that side of the river. The island is owned by

Henry W. Warner, Esq., and upon the eminence where the ravelins of the fort were spread is his beautiful

country seat, called " Wood Crag." The kitchen part of his mansion is a portion of the barracks erected

there in the autumn of 1775.

^KOs^yOSZ^o-j^ON^M EN f^ n ^"^NK^

t

WK8T POKNT.

' Letter of General Putnam to the commander-in-chief, January, 1778. In this letter, Putnam gives, in

a few words, a picture of the terrible privations which the soldiers in the Highlands were enduring, while

those at Valley Forge were also suffering intensely. " Dubois's regiment," he says, " is unfit to be ordered

on duty, there being not one blanket in the regiment. Very few have either a shoe or a shirt, and most of

them have neither stockings, breeches, or overalls. Several companies of enlisted artificers are in the same

situation, and unable to work in the field.

» The Stirling Works are still in operation. They are situated on the outlet of Stirling Pond, about five

II. K
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TJie Chain weakened by Arnold. Importance of West Point. Establishment of the Military Academy there.

town, when Cornwallis was captured. The chain was completed about the middle of April,

1778, and on the 1st of May it was stretched across the river and secured.'

When Benedict Arnold was arranging his plans to deliver West Point and its dependen-

cies into the hands of the enemy, this chain became a special object of his attention ; and it

is related that, a few days before the discovery of his treason, he wrote a letter to Andre,

in a disguised hand and manner, informing him that he had weakened the obstructions in

the river by ordering a link of the chain to be taken out and carried to the smith, under a

pretense that it needed repairs. He assured his employer that the link would not be re-

turned to its place before the forts should be in possession of the enemy. Of the treason of

Arnold I shall write presently.

West Point was considered the keystone of the country during the Revolution, and there

a large quantity of powder, and other munitions of war and military stores, were collected.

These considerations combined, made its possession a matter of great importance to the en-

emy, and hence it was selected by Arnold as the prize which his treason would givq as a

bribe. When peace returned, it was regarded as one of the most important military posts

in the country, and the plateau upon the point was purchased by the United States govern-

ment. Fvepairs were commenced on Fort Putnam in 1794, but little was done. Not being

included in the government purchase, the owner of the land on which the fort stood felt at

liberty to appropriate its material to his private use, and for years the work of demolition

was carried on with a Vandal spirit exercised only by the ignorant or avaricious. It was
not arrested until Congress purchased the Gridly Farm (see the map), on which the fort

stood, in 1824, when the work had become almost a total ruin.

The Military Academy at West Point was established by an act of Congress, which be-

came a law on the 16th of March, 1802. Such an institution, at that place, was proposed

by Washington to Congress in 1793 ; and earlier than this, even before the war of the Pi-ev-

olution had closed, he suggested the establishment of a military school there. ^ But little

progress was made in the matter until 1812, when, by an act of Congress, a corps of en-

gineers and of professors were organized, and the school was endowed with the most attract-

ive features of a literary institution, mingled with that of the military character. From
that period until the present, the academy has been increasing in importance, in a military

point of view. Over three thousand young men have been educated there, and, under the

superintendence of Major Delafield, who was appointed commandant in 1838, it continues

to flourish. The value of the instruction received there was made very manifest during

the late war with Mexico ; a large portion of the most skillful officers of our army, in that

conflict, being graduates of this academy.

The bell is ringing for breakfast ; let us close the record and descend to the plain.

miles southwest of the Sloatsburg station, on the Eric rail-way. They are owned by descendants of Peter
Townshend, and have now been in operation about one hundred year.s, having been established in 1751, by
Lord Stirling (the Revolutionary general) and others.

' Gordon and other early writers have promulgated the erroneous opinion that this chain was constructed

in 1777, and was destroyed by the British fleet that passed up the Hudson and burned Kingston in October
of that year. Misled by these authorities, I have published the same error in my Seventeen Hundred and
Seventy-six. Documentary evidence, which is far more reliable than the best tradition, shows that the chain

was constructed in the spring of 1778. Colonel Timothy Pickering, accompanied by Captain Machin, ar-

rived at the house of Mr. Townshend late on a Saturday night in March of that year, to cnofage him to make
the chain. Townshend readily agreed to construct it ; and in a violent snow-storm, amid the darkness of

the night, the parties set out for the Stirling Iron Works. At daylight on Sunday morning the forges were
in operation. New England teamsters carried the links, as fast as they were finished, to West Point, and
in the space of six weeks the whole chain was completed. It weighed one hundred and eighty tons.

^ In the spring of 1783, Washington communicated a request to all his principal officers, then in camp at

Newburgh, and also to Governor Clinton, to give him their views in reference to a peace establishment,

which must soon bo organized. They complied, and, from their several letters, Washington compiled a
communication to Congress, extending to twenty-five folio pages. In that communication, the commander-
in-chief opposed the proposition of several officers to establish military academies at the difl^erent arsenals

in the United States, and recommended the founding of one at West Point. For his proposed plan in out-

line, see Washington's Life and Writings, viii., p. 417, 418.
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The winding road from Fort Putnam to the plain is well wrought along the mountain
side, but quite steep in many places. A little south of it, and near the upper road leading
to the stone quarries and Mr. Kingsley's, are the ruins of Fort Webb, a strong redoubt,

'«^V

i

M

built upon a rocky eminence, and designed as an advanced de-

fense of Fort Putnam. A short distance below this, on anoth-

er eminence, are the remains of Fort Wyllys, a still stronger

fortification. I visited these before returning to the hotel, and
from the broken ramparts of Fort Webb sketched this distant

view of Fort Putnam.

After a late breakfast; I procured the service of a water-

i-f^-^-

-^^-^ ' '^_1B^^S*i^ "i^'i" to convey me in his ^kill to T'onstitution Island,

and from thence down to Buttermilk Falls,' two miles

below West Point. I directed him to come for me
at the island vidthin an hour and a half, but, either

forgetting his engagement or serving another cus-

tomer, it was almost noon before I saw him, when
my patience as well as curiosity was quite exhausted.

I had rambled over the island, making such sketches

as I desired, and for nearly an hour I sat upon a
smooth bowlder by the margin of the river, near the remains of the redoubt made to cover
and defend the great chain at the island end. On the southeast side of a small marshy
cove, clasping a rough rock, a good portion of the heavy walls of Fort Constitution remain.
The outworks are traceable several rods back into the stinted forest. The sketch on the

next page is from the upper edge of the cove, and includes, on the left, a view of the re-

These falls derive their name from the milky appearance of the water as it rushes in a white foam over
the rocks in a series of cascades.

!:\;

Ruins of Fokt Putnam, as seen from Fokt Webb.
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Buttermilk Falls. A venerable Boatman. Beverly Dock and Robinson House. Arnold's Willow.

View from Constitution Island.

1807.

mains of the redoubt across the river, the site of Fort Clinton, the chain; and Kosciuszko's

monument, and, in the distance. Fort Hill, in the neighborhood of Ardenia and the Robin-

son House. ..---Si,

From Constitution Island vi'e proceeeded along
~

under the high cliffs of West Point to Buttermilk

Falls. There was a strong breeze from the south

that tossed our little craft about like an egg-shell,

and my cloak was well moistened with the spray

before reaching the landing. There, in a little cot-

tage, overhung by a huge cliff that seemed ready to

tumble down, lived a boatman, named Havens, sev-

enty-nine years old. For more than fifty years him-

self and wife have lived there under the rocks and

within the chorus of the cascades. He was too

young to remember the stirring scenes of the Rev-

olution, but immediate subsequent events were fresh

in his recollection. He was engaged in removing

powder from Fort Clinton, at West Point, when

the Clermont, Fulton's experiment boat, with its bare paddles, went up the river, ex-

citing the greatest wonder in its course. After I had passed a half hour pleasantly

with this good old couple, the veteran prepared his little boat

and rowed me across to " Beverly Dock" (the place from whence

Arnold escaped in his barge to the Vulture), where he agreed to

await my return from a visit to the Robinson House, three quar-

ters of a mile distant. The path lay along the border of a marsh

and up a steep hill, the route which tradition avers Arnold took

in his flight. Two of the old willow trees, called " Arnold's wil-

lows," were yet standing on the edge of the morass, riven and

half decayed.

The Pvobinson House, formerly owned by Colonel Beverly Rob-

inson, is situated upon a fertile plateau at the foot of Sugar Loaf

Mountain, one of the eastern ranges of

the Highlands, which rises in conical

form to an elevation of eight hundred

feet above the plain. This mansion,

spacious for the times, is at present oc-

cupied by Lieutenant Thomas Arden,

a graduate of West Point, who, with

commendable taste, preserves every part

of it in its original character. The
lowest building, on the left, was the

farm-house, attached to the other two

which formed the family mansion.

-os'5{gj3*^«;<i^jif''™*'
-'^^'*'

Here Colonel Robinson lived in quiet,

The Robinson House.' but not in retirement, for his house had

Arnold's Willow.

' This hou.se, the property of Richard D. Arden, Esq. (father of the proprietor), is now called Beverly,

the Christian name of Colonel Robinson. The dock built by Colonel R., and yet partially in existence, is

Beverly Dock. The fine estate of Mr. Arden he has named Ardenia.

This view is from the lawn on the south side of the house. The highest part, on the right, was the portion

occupied by Arnold. On the extreme right is an ancient cherry-tree, which doubtless bore fruit during the

Revolution. This mansion was the country residence of Colonel Beverly Robinson, who married a daughter

of Frederic Phillipsc, the owner of an immense landed estate on the Hudson. Colonel Robinson was a son

of John Robinson, who was president of the Council of Virginia on the retirement of Governor Gooch in

1734. He was a major in the British army under Wolfe at the storming of Quebec in 1759. He ami-
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Arnold in Philadelphia. His Extravagance. Marriage with Miss Shippen. Memoir of Beverly Robinson.

too wide a reputation for hospitality to be often without a guest beneath its roof There

Generals Putnam and Parsons made their head-quarters in 1778-9. Dr. Dwight, then a

chaplain in the army, and residing there, speaks of it as a most delightful spot, " surrounded

by valuable gardens, fields, and orchards, yielding every thing which will grow in this cli-

mate." But the event which gives the most historic importance to this place was the trea-

son of Arnold, which we will here consider.

When the British evacuated Philadelphia in the spring of 1778, Arnold (whose leg,

wounded at the battle of Stillwater the previous autumn, was not yet healed) was appointed

by Washington military governor of the city, having in command a small detachment of

troops. After remaining a month in Philadelphia, Arnold conceived the project of quitting

the army and engaging in the naval service. He applied to Washington for advice in the

matter, expressing his desire to be appflinted to a command in the navy, and alleging the

state of his wounds as a reason for desiring less active service than the army, yet a service

more fitted to his genius than the inactive one he was then engaged in. Washington an-

swered him with caution, and declined offering an opinion. As no further movement was

made in the matter, it is probable that the idea originated with Arnold alone ; and, as he

could not engage the countenance of Washington, he abandoned it.

Fond of show, and feeling the importance of his station, Arnold now began to live in a style

of splendor and extravagance which his income would not allow, and his pecuniary embarrass-

ments, already becoming troublesome to him, were soon fearfully augmented. The future was

all dark, for he saw no honorable means for delivering himself from the dilemma. No doubt,

dreams of rich prizes filled his mind while contemplating a command in the navy, but these

grated to New York, and became very wealthy by his marriage. The mansion here delineated was his res-

idence when the war of the Revolution broke out, and, loving quiet, he refrained from engaging in the ex-

citing events of the day. He was opposed to the course of the ministry during the few years preceding

the war, joined heartily in carrying out the spirit of

the non-importation agreements, but, opposed to any

separation of the colonies from the parent country, he

took sides with the Loyalists when the Declaration of

Independence was promulgated. He removed to New
York, and there raised a military corps called the Loy-

al American Regiment, of which he was commission-

ed the colonel. His son, Beverly, was commissioned

its lieutenant colonel. It is supposed that he was

Arnold's correspondent and confidant in his prelim-

inary acts of treason, and that the intentions of the

traitor were known to him before any intimation of

them was made to Sir Henry Clinton. Robinson fig-

ures publicly in that affair, and his country mansion

was the head-quarters of the recusant general while

arranging the crowning acts of his treachery.

At the conclusion of the war. Colonel Robinson and

a portion of his family went to England, where he

remained until his death, which occurred at Thorn-

bury in 1792, at the age of 69 years. His wife died

in 1822, at the age of 94. Colonel Robinson and

Washington were personal friends before the war, and

it is asserted that, at the house of the former, the Vir-

ginian colonel, while on his way to Boston in 1756,

to consult General Shirley on military affairs, saw and

"fell in love" with Miss Mary Phillipse, a sister of Mrs. Robinson. It is also said that Washington made

a proposition of marriage to her, but she refused him. telling him frankly that she loved another. The fa-

vored suitor was Roger Morris, one of Washington's companions in arms in the battle of the Great Meadows,

where Braddock was killed. Morris was that general's aid-de-camp. A portrait of this lady will be found

in another part of this volume.

The miniature from which this likeness of Colonel Robinson was copied is in the possession of his grand-

son, Beverly Robinson, Esq., of New York. It was painted by Mr. Plott in 1785, when Colonel Robmson

was sixty-two years old. The letter from which I copied his signature was written in 1786. The estate

and family of Colonel Robinson are considered in a subsequent chapter in connection with a general notice

of the Loyalists.

n.\

^^^' ^^^/y^^^^7?^^
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Arnold's Residence and Style of Living. His fraudulent Dealings. Charge of Malfeasance preferred against him.

being dissipated, he saw the web of difficulty gathering more closely and firmly around him.

He had recently married Miss Margaret Shippen, daughter of Edward Shippen, one of the

disaffected or Tory residents of Philadelphia. She was much younger than he, and he loved

her with passionate fondness—a love deserved by her virtues and solidity of understanding.

In addition to these advantages, she was beautiful in person and engaging in her manners.

When the British troops entered Philadelphia, a few months previously, her friends had given

them a cordial welcome ; therefore the marriage of Arnold with a member of such a family

excited great surprise, and some uneasiness on the part of the patriots. " But he was pledged

to the republic by so many services rendered and benefits received, that, on reflection, the

alliance gave umbrage to no one."'

Arnold resided in the spacious mansion that once belonged to William Penn," and there

he lived in a style of luxury rivaled by no resident in Philadelphia. He kept a coach-and-

four, servants in livery, and gave splendid banquets. Rather than retrench his expenses

and live within his means, he chose to procure money by a system of fraud, and prostitution

of his official power,^ which brought him into collision with the people, and with the pres-

ident and Council of Pennsylvania. The latter preferred a series of charges against him,

all implying a willful abuse of power and criminal acts. These were laid before Congress.

A committee, to whom all such charges were referred, acquitted him of criminal designs.

The whole subject was referred anew to a joint com- ^-

mittee of Congress, and the Assembly and Council of -
.^

Pennsylvania. After proceeding in their duties for a

while, it was thought expedient to hand the whole

matter over to Washington, to be submitted to a mil-

itary tribunal. Four of the charges only were deem-

ed cognizable by a court martial, and these were trans-

mitted to Washington. Arnold had previously pre-

sented to Congress large claims against the govern-

ment, on account of money which he alleged he had

expended for the public service in Canada. A part of

his claim was disallowed ; and it was generally be-

lieved that he attempted to cheat the government by

false financial statements.

Arnold was greatly irritated by the course pursued

by Congress and the Pennsylvania Assembly, and com-

plained, probably not without cause (for party spirit

was never more rife in the national Legislature than

at that time), of injustice and partiality on the part of Benedict Arnold.*

' American Register, 1817, ii., 31.
" A view of this mansion, which is still standing, will be found in another part of this work.
^ Under pretense of supplying the wants of the army, Arnold forbade the shop-keepers to sell or buy

; he
then put goods at the disposal of his agents, and caused them to be sold at enormous profits, the oreater
proportion of which he put into his own purse. " At one moment he prostituted his authority to enrich his

accomplices ; at the next, squabbled with them about the division of the prey." His transactions in this

way involved the enormous amount of one hundred and forty thousand dollars.
• Benedict Arnold was born in Norwich, Connecticut, on the 3d of January, 1740. He was a descend-

ant of Benedict Arnold, one of the early governors of Rhode Island. He was bred an apothecary, under
the brothers Lathrop of Norwich, who were so much pleased with him as a young man of genius and en-
terprise, that they gave him two thousand dollars to commence business with. From 1763 to 1767 he
oembined the business of druggist and bookseller in New Haven. Being in command of a volunteer com-
pany there when the war broke out, he marched to Cambridge, and thenceforth his career is identified with
some of the bravest exploits of the Revolution, until his defection in 1780. In precedinjr chapters his course
and character have been incidentally noticed, and it is unnecessary to repeat them here. On going over to

the enemy, he received the commission of brigadier general in the British army, together with the price of
his treason. After the war he went to England, where he chiefly resided until his death. He was en-
iraged in trade in St. John''s, New Brunswick, from 1786 till 1793. He was fraudulent in his dealings, and
became so unpopular, that in 1792 he was hung in effigy by a mob. He left St. John's for the West In-
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Arnold ordered to be tried by a Court Martial. His Trial, Verdict, and Punishment Its Effects.

the former, in throwing aside the report of their own committee, by which he had been ac-

quitted, and hstening to the proposals of men who, he said, were moved by personal enmity,

and had practiced unworthy artifices to cause delay. After the lapse of three months, the

Council of Pennsylvania were not ready for the trial, and requested it to be put off, with

the plea that they had not collected all their evidence. Arnold considered this a subter-

fuge, and plainly told all parties so. He was anxious to have the matter settled, for he was

unemployed ; for on the 18th of March, 1779, after the committee of Congress had reported

on the charges preferred by the Council of Pennsylvania, he had resigned his commission.

He was vexed that Congress, instead of calling up and sanctioning the first report, should

yield to the solicitations of his enemies for a military trial.'

The day fixed for the trial was the 1st of June ; the place, Washington's head-quarters

at Middlebrook. The movements of the British prevented the trial being held, and it was

deferred until the 20th of December,a when the court assembled for the purpose, at ^^^^

Morristown." The trial commenced, and continued, with slight interruptions, until

the 26th of January, b when the verdict was rendered. Arnold made an elaborate

defense, in the course of which he magnified his services, asserted his entire inno-

cence of the criminal charges made against him, cast reproach, by imputation, upon some

of the purest men in the army, and solemnly proclaimed his patriotic attachment to his

country. " The boastfulness and mahgnity of these declarations," says Sparks, " are ob-

vious enough ; but their consummate hypocrisy can be understood only by knowing the fact

that, at the moment they were uttered, he had been eight months in secret correspondence

with the enemy, and was prepared, if not resolved, when the first opportunity should offer,

to desert and destroy his country."

Arnold was acquitted of two of the four charges ; the other two were sustained in part.

The court sentenced him to the mildest form of punishment, a simple reprimand by the com-

mander-in-chiefs Washington carried the sentence into execution with all possible delicacy ;*

but Arnold's pride was too deeply wounded, or, it may be, his treasonable schemes were too

far ripened, to allow him to take advantage of the favorable moment to regain the confi-

dence of his countrymen and vindicate his character. He had expected from the court a

triumphant vindication of his honor ; he was prepared, in the event of an unfavorable ver-

dict, to seek revenge at any hazard.

dies in 1794, but, finding a French fleet there, and fearing a detention by them, the allies of America, he

sailed for En<rland. He died in Gloucester Place, London, June 14th, 1801, at the age of sixty-one. His

wife died at the same place, on the 14th of June, 1804, aged forty-three. Arnold had three children by his

first wife, and four by his second, all boys.

' Sparks's Life and Treason of Arnold^ 131, 133.
"^ Arnold continued to reside in Philadelphia after resigning his command. No longer afraid of his power,

the people testified their detestation of his character by various indignities. One day he was assaulted in

the streets by the populace. He complained to Congress, and asked a guard of twenty men to be placed

around his residence. Congress declined to interfere, and this added another to the list of his alleged griev-

ances. In the mean while, Arnold devised several schemes by which to relieve himself of his pecuniary

embarrassments. He proposed to form a settlement in Western New York for the officers and soldiers who

had served under him. He also conceived the idea of joining some of the Indian tribes, and, uniting many

of them ia one, become a great and powerful chief among them.
^ Colonel Philip Van Cortlandt, of West Chester county, recorded the following in his diary

:
" General

Arnold being under arrest for improper conduct in Philadelphia while he commanded there, I was chosen

one of the court martial, Major-general Howe, president. There were also in that court four officers who

had been at Ticonderoga when Colonel Hazen was called on for trial, &c. We were for cashiering Arnold,

but the majority overruled, and he was finally sentenced to be reprimanded by the commander-in-chief Had

all the court known Arnold's former conduct as well as myself, he M'ould have been dismissed the service."

* " When Arnold was brought before him," says M. de Marbois, "he kindly addressed him, saying, ' Our

profession is the chastest of all. Even the shadow of a fault tarnishes the luster of our finest achievements.

The least inadvertence may rob us of the public favor, so hard to be acquired. I reprimand you for hav-

ing forgotten that, in proportion as you had rendered yourself formidable to our enemies, you should have

been guarded and temperate in your deportment toward your fellow-citizens. Exhibit anew those noble

qualities which have placed you on the list of our most valued commanders. I will myself furnish you, as

far as it may be in my power, with opportunities of regaining the esteem of your country.
'
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Arnold's Interview with Luzerne. His Wife and Major Andre. Sympathy of Schuyler and Livingston.

In manifest treason there was great danger, and, before proceeding to any overt acts of

that nature, Arnold tried other schemes to accomplish his desire of obtaining money to meet
the claims of his creditors and the daily demands of his extravagant style of living. He ap-

parently acquiesced in the sentence of the court martial, and tried to get Congress to adjust

his accounts by allowing his extravagant claims. This he could not accomplish, and he ap-

plied to M. de Luzerne, the French minister, who succeeded Gerard, for a loan, promising

a faithful adherence to the king and country of the embassador. Luzerne admired the mil-

itary talents of Arnold, and treated him with great respect ; but he refused the loan, and

administered a kind though keen rebuke to the applicant for thus covertly seeking a bribe.'

He talked kindly to Arnold, reasoned soundly, and counseled him wisely. But words had

no weight without the added specific gravity of gold, and he left the French minister with

mingled indignation, mortification, and shame. From that hour he doubtless resolved to

sell the liberties of his country for a price.

Hitherto the intimacy and correspondence of Arnold with officers of the British army had
been without definite aim, and apparently incidental. His marriage with the daughter of

Mr. Shippen (who was afterward chief justice of Pennsylvania) was no doubt a link of the

greatest importance in the chain of his treasonable operations. That family was disafi'ected

to the American cause. Shippen's youngest daughter, then eighteen years of age, remark-

able, as we have observed, for her beauty, gayety, and general attractions, had been ad-

mired and flattered by the British officers, and was a leading personage in the splendid fete

called the Wischianza, which was given in honor of Sir William Howe when he was about

leaving the army for Europe. She was intimate with Major Andre, and corresponded with

him after the British army had retired to New York. This was the girl who, attracted by

the station, equipage, and brilliant display of Arnold, gave him her hand ; this was the girl

he loved so passionately. From that moment he was peculiarly exposed to the influence of

the enemies of his country, and they, no doubt, kept alive the feelings of discontent which dis-

turbed him after his first rupture with the authorities of Pennsylvania. His wife may not

have been his confidant ; but through her intimacy with Major Andre his correspondence

with Sir Henry Clinton was effected. Whether she was cognizant of the contents of the

letters of her husband is not known
;
probably she was not.

West Point was an object of covetous desire to Sir Henry Clinton. Arnold knew that

almost any amount of money and honors would be given to the man who should be instru-

mental in placing that post in the hands of the enemy. He resolved, therefore, to make
this the subject of barter for British gold. Hitherto he had pleaded the bad state of his

wounds in justification of comparative inaction ; now they healed rapidly. Though he could

not endure the fatigues of active service on horseback, he thought he might fulfill the duties

of commander at West Point. Hitherto he was sullen and indifferent ; now his patriotism

was aroused afresh, and he was eager to rejoin his old companions in arms. He was ready

to make the sacrifice of domestic ease for an opportunity to again serve his bleeding country.

With language of such import he addressed his friends in Congress, particularly General

Schuyler, and others who he knew had influence with Washington. He intimated to Schuy-

ler his partiality for the post at West Point. He also prevailed upon Robert R. Livingston,

then a member of Congress from New York, to write to Washington and suggest the expe-

^ M. de Marbois, who was the secretary of the French legation, has preserved a vivid picture of this in-

terview in his account of the treason of Arnold, an excellent translation of which may be found in the Amer-
ican Register, 1817. He says Luzerne listened to Arnold's discourse with pain, but he answered with

frankness. ' You desire of me a service," he said, " which it would be easy for me to render, but which

would degrade us both. When the envoy of a foreign power gives, or, if you will, lends money, it is ordi-

narily to corrupt those who receive it, and to make them the creatures of the sovereign whom he serves

;

or, rather, he corrupts without persuading ; he buys and does not secure. But the firm league entered into

between the king and the United States is the work of justice and the wisest policy. It has for its basis a

reciprocal interest and good will. In the mission with which I am charged, my true glory consists in ful-

filling it without intrigue or cabal, without resorting to any secret practices, and by the force alone of the

condition of the alliance."
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diency of giving Arnold the command of that station. Livingston cheerfully complied, but

his letter had no appearance of being suggested by Arnold himself Scarcely had Living-

ston's letter reached the camp, before Arnold appeared there in person. Under pretense of

having private business in Connecticut, he passed through the camp, to pay his respects to

the commander-in-chief He made no allusion to his desire for an appointment to the com-

mand of West Point, and pursued his journey. On his return, he again called upon Wash-

ington at his quarters, and then suggested that, on joining the army, the command of that

post would be best suited to his feelings and the state of his health. Washington was a

little surprised that the impetuous Arnold should be willing to take command where there

was no prospect of active operations. Ilis surprise, however, had no mi.\ture of suspicion.

Arnold visited and inspected all the fortifications, in company with General Robert Howe,

and then returned to Philadelphia.

Having resolved to join the army, Arnold applied to Congress for arrearages of pay, to

enable him to furnish himself with a horse and equipage. Whether his application was suc-

cessful no record explains. He reached the camp on the last day of July, while the
^^^^

army was crossing the Hudson from the west side, at King's Ferry (Verplanck's Point).

On the arrival of the French at Newport, Sir Henry Clinton made an eflbrt to attack them

before they could land and fortify themselves. The result we have already considered.

This movement caused Washington, who was encamped between Haverstraw and Tappan,

to cross the river, with the intention of attacking New York in the absence of Clinton. Ar-

nold met Washington on horseback, just as the last division was crossing over, and asked if

any place had been assigned to him. The commander-in-chief replied that he was to take

command of the left wing, the post of honor. Arnold was disappointed, and perceiving it,

Washington promised to meet him at his quarters, and have further conversation on the

subject.'' He found Arnold's heart set upon the command of West Point. He was unable

to account for this strange inconsistency with his previous ambition to serve in the most con-

spicuous place. Still he had no suspicion of wrong, and he complied with Arnold's request.

The instructions which gave him command of" that post and its dependencies, in which all

are included from Fishkill to King's Ferry,'" were dated at Peekskill on the 3d of August,

1780. Arnold repaired immediately to the Highlands, and established his quarters at Col-

onel Robinson's house. Sir Henry Clinton having abandoned his expetlition against the

French at Newport, the American army retraced its steps, and, crossing the Hudson, marched

down to Tappan and encamped, where it remained for several weeks. General Greene

commanded the right wing, and Lord Stirling the left ; six battalions of light infantry, sta-

tioned in advance, were commanded by La Fayette.

Thus far Arnold's plans had worked admirably. He had now been in correspondence

with Sir Henry Clinton for eighteen months,^ both parties always writing over fictitious

names, and, for a great portion of the time, without a knowledge, on the part of the British

commander, of the name and character of the person with whom he was in communication.

Arnold corresponded with Clinton through the hands of Major Andre. Writing in a dis-

' Sparks^s Life and Writings of Washington, viii., 139.

^ Tt is not positively known how early Arnold's correspondence with officers of the British army com-

menced, or at what precise period he first conceived the idea of betray inff his country. The translator ol

the Marquis de Chastellux's Travels in North America, an English gentleman of distinction, and a resident

here durinfr our Revolution, says (i., paae 97), "There is every reason to believe that Arnold's treachery

took its da'te from his connection with Lieutenant Hcle, killed afterward on board the Formidable, in the

West Indies, and who was undoubtedly a very active and industrious spy at Philadelphia in the winter of

1778, whither he was sent for that purpose in a pretended flag of truce, which being wrecked in the Del-

aware, he was made prisoner by Congress, a subject of much discussion between them and the commander

at New York. That the intended plot was known in England, and great hopes built upon it long before it

was to take place, is certain. General Mathews and other officers, who returned in the autumn of 1780,

being often heard to declare ' that it was all over with the rebels ;
that they were about to receive an irre-

parable blow, the news of which would soon arrive, &c., &c.' Their silence, from the moment in which

they received an account of the failure of the plot and the discovery of the traitor, evidently pointed out the

object of their allusions."
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Correspondence of Arnold and Andre. Proposed Plan of the British to gain Possession of West Point.

guised hand, he clothed his meaning in the ambiguous style of a commercial correspondence,

and affixed to his letters the signature of Gustavus. Andre signed his John Anderson.

He was an aid-de-camp of the commander-in-chief of the British forces, and was after-

ward the adjutant general of the British army. He enjoyed the unbounded confidence of

Sir Henry Clinton, and to him, when the name and station of Arnold became known, was

J Wv-^^
^V V^^ Yn-v ^ ^ ^-v^iA^ L'.

Fac Simile of Arnold's disguisfd Handwriting.

^.^^^=^^6^=^^ ^^J^^^i^a^

Fac Simile of a Portion of one of Andre's Letters.'

intrusted the delicate task of consummating the bargain with the traitor. Even while the

name of Arnold was yet concealed, Clinton was confident that his secret correspondent was

an officer of high rank in the American army ; and before Arnold was tried by a court mar-

tial, the British general was convinced that he was the man. That trial lessened his value

in the estimation of Clinton ; but when Arnold obtained the command of West Point, the

affair assumed greater magnitude and importance.

The general plan of operations agreed upon for placing West Point in possession of the

enemy was, for Sir Henry Clinton to send a strong force up the Hudson at the moment
when the combined French and American armies should make an expected movement
against New York. This movement was really a part of Washington's plan for the au-

tumn campaign, and Sir Henry Clinton was informed of it by Arnold. It was concluded

that West Point and its dependencies would be the depositories of a great portion of the

stores and ammunition of the allied armies. It was rumored that the French were to land

on Long Island, and approach New York in that direction, while Washington was to march

with the main army of the Americans to invade York Island at Kingsbridge. At this junc-

ture, a flotilla under Rodney, bearing a strong land force, was to proceed up the Hudson to

' This is a portion of a concluding sentence of a letter from Andre to Colonel Sheldon, which will be

mentioned presently.
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the Highlands, when Arnold, under pretense of a weak garrison, should surrender the post

and its dependencies into the hands of the enemy. In this event, Washington must have

retreated from Kingsbridge, and the French on Long Island would probably have fallen into

the hands of the British. With a view to these operations, the British troops were so posted

that they could be put in motion at the shortest notice ; while vessels, properly manned,

were kept in readiness on the Hudson River. *

It was now necessary that Clinton should be certified of the identity of General Arnold

and his hidden correspondent, in order that he might make himself secure against a coun-

terplot. A personal conference was proposed, and Arnold insisted that the officer sent to

confer with him should be Adjutant-general Major Andre.' Clinton, on his part, had al-

ready fixed upon Andre as the proper person to hold the conference. It must be borne in

mind that Andre did not seek the service, though, when engaged in it, he used his best en-

deavors, as in duty bound, to carry out its objects.

As money was the grand lure that made Arnold a traitor, he felt it necessary to have an

understanding respecting the reward which he was to obtain. Under date of August
^^^^

30th, he wrote to Andre in the feigned hand and style alluded to, and said, referring

to himself in the third person, " He is still of opinion that his first proposal is by no means

unreasonable, and makes no doubt, when he has a conference with you, that you will close

with it. He expects, when you meet, that you Avill be fully authorized from your house
;

that the risks and profits of the copartnership may be fully understood. A specidation of

this kind might be easily made with ready moneys Clinton understood this hint, and

Andre was authorized to negotiate on that point.

Arnold's first plan was to have the interview at his own quarters in the Highlands, An-

dre to be represented as a person devoted to the American interest, and possessing ample

means for procuring intelligence from the enemy. This was a safe ground for Arnold to

proceed upon, for the employment of secret agents to procure intelligence was well known."

He dispatched a letter to Andre informing him of this arrangement, and assuring him that

if he could make his way safely to the American outposts above White Plains, he would

find no obstructions thereafter. Colonel Sheldon

was then in command of a detachment of cavalry

stationed on the east side of the Hudson. His

head-quarters, with a part of the detachment, was

at Salem, and those of his lieutenant (Colonel Jameson) and of Major Tallmadge, with the

remainder of the corps, were at North Castle Arnold gave Sheldon notice that he expected

a person from New York, with whom he would have an interview at the colonel's quarters, to

make important arrangements for receiving early intelligence from the enemy. He requested

Sheldon, in the event of the stranger's arrival, to send information of the fact to his quarters

at the Pwobinson House. Arnold's plan was not entirely agreeable to Andre, for he was not

disposed to go within the American lines and assume the odious character of a spy. He

accordingly wrote the following letter to Colonel Sheldon, signed John Anderson, which,

he knew, would be placed in Arnold's hands. It proposed a meeting at Dobbs's Ferry,

npon the Neutral Ground. " I am told that my name is made known to you, and that I

may hope your indulgence in permitting me to meet a friend near your outposts. I will

endeavor to obtain permission to go out with a flag, which will be sent to Dobbs's Ferry on

Monday next, the 11th instant, at twelve o'clock, when I shall be happy to meet September,

Mr. G . Should I not be allowed to go, the officer who is to command the ^'^°-

escort—between whom and myself no distinction need be made—can speak in the aflair.

' Sir Henry Clinton's letter to Lord George Germain.
* In this connection it may be mentioned, that when Arnold was about to proceed to tlie Hiirhlands, he

went to La Fayette, and requested him to give him the names of spies which the marquis had in his em-

ploy in New York, suggesting that intelligence from them might often reach him more expeditiously by the

way of West Point. La Fayette objected, saying that he was in honor bound not to reveal the names of

spies to any person. The object which Arnold had in view became subsequently obvious.
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Effect ofAndrd's Letter to Sheldon. Arnold's attempted Interview with Andrfi. His Letter to Washington. Joshua H. Smith.

Let me entreat you, sir, to favor a matter so interesting to the parties concerned, and which

is of so private a nature that the pubUc on neither side can be injured by it." This letter

puzzled Colonel Sheldon, for he had never heard the name of John Anderson, nor had Ar-

nold intimated any thing concerning an escort. He supposed, however, that it was from

the person expected by Arnold. He therefore inclosed it to the general, telling him that he

(Sheldon) was too unwell to go to Dobbs's Ferry, and expressing a hope that Arnold would

meet Anderson there himself. Andre's letter puzzled Arnold too, for he found it difficult

to explain its meaning very

plausibly to Colonel Sheldon.

But the traitor contrived, with

consummate skill, to prevent

the mystery having any im-

portance in the mind of that

officer.

Arnold left his quarters on

the 1 0th, went down the river

in his barge to King's Ferry,

and passed the night at the

house of Joshua Hett Smith,

near Haverstraw,' who after-

ward acted a conspicuous part

in the work of treason, he be-

ing, as is supposed, the dupe

of Arnold. Early in the morn-

ing the traitor proceeded to-

ward Dobbs's Ferry, where

Andre and Colonel Beverly

Robinson had arrived. As
Arnold approached that point,

not having a flag, he was fired

upon by the British gun-boats

stationed near, and closely pur-

sued. He escaped to the op
posite side of the river, and

the conference was necessa-

rily postponed. Having gone

down the river openly in his

barge, Arnold deemed it necessary to make some explanation to General Washington, and

accordingly he wrote a letter to him, in which, after mentioning several important mat-

ters connected with the command at West Point, he incidentally stated that he had come

down the river to establish signals as near the enemy's lines as possible, by which he might

receive information of any movements of a fleet or troops up the Hudson. This letter was

' This house is yet standing. A drawing of it is presented on page 152. It is about two miles and a

half below Stony Point, on the right side of the road leading to Haverstraw.

There has ever been a difference of opinion concerning the true character of Smith ;
some supposing him

to have been a Tory, and acting with a full knowledge of Arnold's instructions; others believing him to

have been the traitors dupe. Leake, in his Life of John Lamb (p. 256), says that Arnold often visited

Smith to while away tedious hours ; and that Colonel Lamb, while in command at West Point, was frequently

invited to visit him, but invariably declined, notwithstanding Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Lamb were nearly re-

lated. Colonel Lamb said he knew Smith to be a Tory, and he would not visit his own father in a similar

categorj'.

* This map includes the Hudson River and its shores from Dobbs's Ferry to West Point, and exhibits a

chart of the whole scene of Arnold's treason, and of the route, capture, and execution of the unfortunate

.\ndre. The thin lines upon the map indicate the public roads. By a reference to it, in perusing the nar-

rative, the reader will have a clear understanding of the matter.

JIap showing the 5CENE OF Arnold's Treason.'
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dated at " Dobbs's Ferry, September 11th," and on that night he returned to his quarters

at the Robinson House.

It was now necessary to make arrangements for another interview. No time was to be

lost ; no precautionary measure was to be neglected. Arnold knew that Washington was

preparing to go to Hartford, to hold a conference with the newly-arrived French officers,

and that the proper time to consummate his plans would be during the absence of the com-

mander-in-chief As Washington would cross the Hudson at King's Ferry, it was very

necessary, too, that no movement should be made until his departure that might excite his

suspicions.

Two days after Arnold returned to his quarters, he found means to send a September 13,

communication to Andre, which, as usual, was couched in commercial language. ^~^'^-

He cautioned Andre not to reveal any thing to Colonel Sheldon. " I have no confidant,"

he said ;
" I have made one too many already, who has prevented some profitable specula-

tion." He informed Andre that a person would meet him on the west side of Dobbs's Fer-

ry, on Wednesday, the 20th instant, and that he would conduct him to a place of safety,

where the writer would meet him. " It will be necessary," he said, " for you to be in dis-

guise. I can not be more explicit at present. Meet me, if possible. You may rest assured

that, if there is no danger in passing your lines, you will be perfectly safe where I propose

a meeting." Arnold also wrote to Major Tallmadge, at North Castle, instructing him, if

a person by the name of John Anderson should arrive at his station, to send him without

delay to head-quarters, escorted by two dragoons.

Sir Henry Clinton, who was as anxious as Arnold to press the matter forward, had sent

Colonel Pvobinson up the river on board the Vulture, with orders to proceed as high as Tel-

ler's Point. Robinson and Arnold seem to have had some general correspondence previous

to this time, and it is believed (as I have mentioned on a preceding page) that the former

was made acquainted with the treasonable designs of the latter some time before the sub-

ject was brought explicitly before Sir Henry Clinton. As Arnold was occupying Colonel

Robinson's confiscated mansion, a good opportunity was afforded him to write to the general

without exciting suspicion, making the burden of his letters the subject of a restoration of

his property. This medium of communication was now adopted to inform General Arnold

that Pwobinson was on board the Vulture. Robinson wrote to General Putnam, pretending

a belief that he was in the Highlands, and requesting an interview with him on the subject

of his property. This letter was covered by one addressed to Arnold, requesting him to hand

the inclosed to General Putnam, or, if that officer had gone away, to return it by the bearer.

" In case General Putnam shall be absent," he said, " I am persuaded, from the humane

and generous character you bear, that you will grant me the favor asked." These letters

were sent, by a flag, to Verplanck's Point, the Vulture then lying about six miles below.

On the very day that Washington commenced his journey to Hartford, Arnold

had come down to the Point, a few hours before the arrival of the chief at the

ferry on the opposite shore, and received and read Colonel Pvobinson's letter. He mentioned

the contents to Colonel Lamb and others, with all the frankness of conscious integrity. The

commander-in-chief and his suite crossed the river in Arnold's barge' soon afterward, and

the latter accompanied them to Peekskill. Arnold frankly laid the letter before Washing-

' Sparks {American Biography, vol. iii., from which a large portion of these details are drawn) says that

two incidents occurred during this passage across the river, which, though almost unnoticed at the time,

afterward, when the treachery was known, assumed some importance. The Vulture was in full view, and

while Washington was looking at it through a glass, and speaking in a low tone to one of his officers, Ar-

nold was observed to appear uneasy. Another incident was remembered. There was a daily expectation

of the arrival of a French squadron on the coast, under Count de Guichen. La Fayette, alluding to the

frequent communications by water between New York and the posts on the Hudson, said to Arnold, " Gen-

eral, since you have a correspondence with the enemy, you must ascertain, as soon as possible, what has

become of Guichen." Arnold was disconcerted, and demanded what he meant ; but immediately control-

ling himself, and the boat just then reaching the shore, nothing more was said. No doubt, for a moment,

Arnold thought his plot was discovered.—Page 186. •'''.%
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Washington again deceived by Arnold's Duplicity. Smith employed to bring Andrd from the Vulture. His Difliculties.

ton, and asked his advice.' His reply was, that the civil authority alone could act in the

matter, and he did not approve of a personal interview with Robinson. This frankness on

the part of Arnold effectually prevented all suspicion, and Washington proceeded to Hart-

ford, confident in the integrity of the commandant of West Point.

Arnold dared not, after receiving this opinion from Washington, so far disregard it as to

meet Robinson, but it gave him an opportunity to use the name of the commander-in-chief

in his reply, which he openly dispatched by an officer in a flag-boat to the Vulture. He

September, informed Colonel Robinson that on the night of the 20 th he should send a person
1780.

Qj^ board of the Vulture, who would be furnished with a boat and a flag of truce
;

and in a postscript he added, " I expect General Washington to lodge here on Saturday next,

and I wil'l lay before him any matter you may wish to communicate." This was an in-

genuous and safe way of informing the enemy at what time the commander-in-chief would

return from Hartford.

Arnold's communication was sent to Sir Henry Clinton, and the next morning Andre

proceeded to Dobbs's Ferry, positively instructed by his general not to change his dress, go

within the American lines, receive papers, or in any other way act in the character of a spy.

It was supposed that Arnold himself would visit the Vulture ; but he had arranged a plan

for eirccting a meeting involving less personal hazard. Joshua Hett Smith, just mentioned,

who lived about two miles below Stony Point, had been employed by General Robert Howe,

when in command of West Point, to procure intelligence from New York. Smith occupied

a very respectable station in society, and could command more valuable aid, in the business

in question, than any other person. To him Arnold went with a proposition to assist him

in his undertaking, without, as Smith alleged, revealing to him his real intentions. He
flattered him with expressions of the highest confidence and regard, and informed him that

he was expecting a person of consequence from New York with valuable intelligence from

the enemy, and he wanted Smith's service in bringing hira within the American lines.

While at Smith's on this business, Arnold was joined by his wife with her infant child, who
had come on from Philadelphia. There she remained all night, and the next morning her

husband went with her, in his barge, to head-quarters.

Arnold made his arrangements with Smith to have his meeting with Andre (whom he

had resolved should be brought on shore from the Vulture) take place at his house, in the

event of the conference being protracted. Smith, accordingly, took his family to Fishkill

to visit some friends, and returning, halted at the Robinson House, and arranged with Ar-

nold a plan of opei-ations. The general gave him the customary pass for a flag of truce, sent

an order to Major Kierse, at Stony Point, to supply Smith with a boat whenever he should

want one, and directed Smith to proceed to the Vulture the following night and bring on

shore the person who was expected to be there. Smith failed in his endeavors to make the

ai'rangements, and did not visit the Vulture at the time he was directed to. Samuel Col-

quhon, one of his tenants, to whom he applied for assistance as boatman, refused to go.

Smith sent Colquhon to Arnold with a letter, informing him of his failure. The messenger,

by riding all night, reached the Robinson House at dawn. Early in the fore-

noon, Arnold himself went down the river to A^erplanck's Point, and thence to

Smith's house. At Verplanck's, Colonel Livingston handed him a letter which he had just

received for him from Captain Sutherland of the Vulture. It was a remonstrance against

an alleged violation of the rules of war by a party on Teller's Point.' The letter was in

the handwriting of Andre, though signed by Sutherland. Arnold at once perceived the main

object of this secretaryship to be, to inform him that Andre was on board the Vulture.

Arnold now hastened to make arrangements to bring Andre ashore. He ordered a skiff

* A flag of ti-uce was exhibited at Tellers Point, inviting, as was supposed, a pacific intercourse with

the ship. A boat, with another flag, was sent off", but as soon as it ajiproached the shore it was fired upon

by several armed men who were concealed in the bushes. On account of this outrage, Captain Sutherland

sent a letter of remonstrance to Colonel Livingston, "the commandant at Verplanck's Point." The letter

was dated "morning of the 21st of September."
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Refusal of the Colquhons to accompany Smith. Final Compliance. Landing of Andr6 and his first Interview with Arnold.

to be sent to a certain place in Haverstraw Creek, and then proceeded to Smith's house.

Every thinjr was made ready, except procuring two boatmen, and this was found a difficult

matter. The voyage promised many perils, for American guard-boats were stationed at va-

rious places on the river. These, however, had been ordered not to interfere with Smith

and his party. Samuel Colquhon and his brother Joseph were again solicited to accompany

Smith, but both positively refused at first to go ; they yielded only when Arnold himself

threatened them with punishment. At near midnight the three men pushed oft^ from shore

with muffled oars. It was a serene, starry night ; not a ripple was upon the Hudson, not

a leaf was stirred by the breeze. Silently the little boat approached the Vulture, and when

near, the sentinel on deck hailed them. After making some explanations and receiving some

rough words, Smith was allowed to go on board. In the cabin he found Beverly Robinson

and" Captain Sutherland. These officers and Major Andre were the only persons in the

ship who were privy to the transactions in progress. Smith bore a sealed letter from Ar-

nold to Beverly Robinson, in which the traitor said, " This will be delivered to you by Mr.

Smith, who will conduct you to a place of safety. Neither Mr. Smith nor any other person

shall be made acquainted with your proposals. If they (which I doubt not) are of such a

nature that I can officially take notice of them, I shall do it with pleasure. I take it for

granted that Colonel Robinson will not propose any thing that is not for the interest of the

United Slates as well as himself" This language was a guard against evil consequences

in the event of the letter falling into other hands. Smith had also two passes, signed by

Arnold, which Robinson well understood to be intended to communicate the idea that the

writer expected Andre to come on shore, and to secure the boat from detention by the wa-

ter-guard.'

Major Andre was introduced to Smith, and both descended into the boat. They landed

at the foot of a great hill, called Long Clove Mountain, on the western shore of the Hudson,

about two miles below Haverstraw. This place had been designated by Arnold for the

meeting, and thither he had repaired from Smith's house. Arnold was concealed in the

thick bushes, and to the same place Smith conducted Andre. They were left alone, and

for the first time the conspirators heard each other's voice ;
for the first time Arnold's lips

uttered audibly the words of treason. There, in the gloom of night, concealed from all hu-

man cognizance, they discussed their dark plans, and plotted the utter ruin of the patriot

cause. °When, at the twilight of an autumn day, I stood upon that spot, in the shadow of

the high hills, and the night gathering its veil over the waters and the fields, a superstitious

dread crept over me lest the sentence of anathema, maranatha, should make the spot as

unstable as the earth whereon rested the tents of the rebellious Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.

The hour of dawn approached, and the conference was yet in progress. Smith came,

and warned them of the necessity for haste. There was much yet to do, and Andre reluct-

antly consented to mount the horse rode by Arnold's servant, and accompany the general to

Smith's house, nearly four miles distant.' It was yet dark, and the voice of a sentinel, neai

' These passes, which are still in existence, are as follows :

" Head-quarters, Robinson House, September 20, 1780.

"Permission is given to Joshua Smith, Esquire, a gentleman, Mr. John Anderson, who is with him, and

his two servants, to pass and repass the guards near King's Ferry at all times.
" B. Arnold, Jf. G«i'/."

" Headquarters, Robinson House, September 21, 17S0.

" Permission is m-anted to Joshua Smith, Esq., to go to Dobbs's Ferry with three Men and a Boy with

a Flarr to can-Y some Letters of a private Nature for Gentlemen in New York, and to Return immediately.
° '

"B. Arnold, If. G(?h7.

" N.B.—He has permission to go at such hours and times as the tide and his business suits.

"B. A.

2 The fact that Arnold had provided a spare horse (for there was no necessity for a servant to accompany

him to the place of meeting), is evidence that he expected a longer conference than the remamder of the

nio-ht would afford. Furthermore, convicted as Arnold is of innate wickedness, it may not be unjust to sup-

polie that he was prepared, after getting Andre within the American lines, to perform any act of dishonor

to extort a high price for his treason, or to shield himself from harm if circumstances should demand it.
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bMiTH s House

Arrival of the Conspirators at Smith's House. The Vulture fired upon. Plan of Operations arranged. Colonel Livingston.

the village of Ilaverstraw, gave Andre the first intimation that he was within the Amer-

ican lines. He felt his danger, but it

was too late to recede. His uniform

was effectually concealed by a long

blue surtout, yet the real danger that

environed him, he being within the

enemy's lines without a flag or pass

made him exceedingly uneasy. The}

arrived at Smith's house at dawn, and

at that moment they heard a cannon

ade in the direction of the Vulture

Colonel Livingston had been informed

that the vessel lay so near the shore

as to be withm cannon shot. Ac-

cordingly, during the night, he sent a

party with cannon from Verplanck's

Point, and at dawn, from Teller s

Point, they opened a fire upon the Vulture, of such severity that the vessel hoisted her an-

chors and dropped farther down the river." This movement Andre beheld with anxiety
;

September 22, ^ut, when the firing ceased, his spirits revived. During that morning the whole
1780. pJQ^ .^y^g arranged, and the day for its consummation fixed. Andre was to re-

turn to New York, and the British troops, already embarked under the pretext of an expe-

dition to the Chesapeake, M-ere to be ready to ascend the river at a moment's warning. Ar-

nold was to weaken the various posts at West Point by dispersing the garrison. When the

British should appear, he was to send out detachments among the mountain gorges, under

pretense of meeting the enemy, as they approached, at a distance from the works. As we
have noticed, a link from the great chain at Constitution Island was to be removed. The

river would be left free for the passage of vessels, and the garrison, so scattered, could not

act in force ; thus the enemy could take possession with very little resistance. All the

* Tbis view is from the slope in front of the house. The main building is of stone
;
the wings are wood.

The piazza in front of the main building, and the balustrades upon the top, are the only modern additions

;

otherwi.se the house appears the same as when Arnold and Andre were there. It stands upon a slope of

T>-eason Hill, a few rods west of the road leading from Stony Point to Haverstraw, and about half way be-

tween the tvA'o places. It was in a room in the second story that the conspirators remained during the day

of their arrival. The present owner of the hou.se and grounds is Mr. William C. Houseman.
" Colonel Livingston, on perceiving the position of the Vulture, conceived a plan for destroying her. He

asked Arnold for two pieces of heavy cannon for the purpose, but the general eluded the proposal on friv-

olous pretenses, so that Livingston's detachment could bring only one four-pounder to bear upon her. He
had obtained some ammunition from Colonel Lamb, from West Point, who sent it rather grudgingly, and

with an expressed wish that there might not be a wanton waste of it. " Firing at a ship with a four-

pounder," he said, "is, in my opinion, a waste of powder." Little did he think what an important bearing

that cannonade was to have upon the destinies of America. It was that which drove the Vulture from her

moorings, and was one of the causes of the fatal detention of Andre at Smith's house. The Vulture was so

much injured that, had .she not got otTwith the flood, she must have struck. Colonel Livingston saw Ar-

nold pass Verplanck's in his barge when he escaped to the Vulture ; and he afterward declared that he had

such suspicion of him that, had his guard-boats been near, he would have gone after him instantly, and de-

manded his destination and errand.

Henry Livingston, who commanded at Stony Point at the time of Arnold's treason, was born at the

Livingston Manor, in Columbia county, New York, January 19th, 17-52. He married in Canada at an

early age, and while residing there became familiar with the French language. He was among the first

who took up arms against Great Britain. He accompanied Montgomery to St. .John's, Montreal, and Que-

bec. He assisted in the capture of the fort at Chamblj', and otherwise distinguished himself in that cam-

paign. He was a lieutenant colonel in the army at Stillwater, and was present at the capture of Burgoyne.

At the close of the war he was made a brigadier general, and throughout a long life maintained the highest

confidence and respect of his countrymen. The Marquis de Chastellux, who breakfasted with him at Ver-

planck's Point on one occasion, says of him, in his Journal (i., 94), "This is a very amiable and well-in-

formed young man." He died at his residence, Columbia county, May 26th, 1823, at the age of seventy-

one years.
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The Papers taken from Andre's Boot " Artillery Orders." Forces at West Point. Villefranche's Estimate.

plans being arranged, Arnold supplied Andre with papers explanatory of the military con-

dition of West Point and its dependencies.' These he requested him to place between his

' These documents, with five of the passes given by Arnold on this occasion, are in the possession of a

lineal descendant of Governor George Clinton. They were in my custody a few weeks, when I had the

opportunity of comparing the following copies, previously made, with the originals, and found them correct.

These manuscripts, though somewhat worn, are quite perfect. Those written upon one side of the paper

only have been pasted upon thicker paper for preservation. They are documents of great interest, and

ought to be in the possession of either our state or the Federal government. The following are true copies

of the several papers :

" West Point, September 5th, 1780.

'• Artillery Orders.—The following disposition of the corps is to take place in Case of an alarm :

" Capt. Dannills with his Comp'y at Fort Putnam, and to detach an Officer with 12 men to Wyllys's Re-

doubt, a Non Commissioned Officer with 3 men to Webb's Redoubt, and the like number to Redoubt No. 4.

" Capt. Thomas and Company to repair to Fort Arnold.

" Captain Simmons and Company to remain at the North and South Redoubts, at the East side of the

River, until further Orders.
'' Lieutenant Barber, with 20 men of Capt. Jackson's Company, will repair to Constitution Island

;
the re-

mainder of the Company, with Lieut. Mason's, will repair to Arnold.

'•Capt. Lieut. George and Lieut. Blake, with 20 men of Captain Treadwell's Company, will Repair to Re-

doubt No. 1 and 2 ; the remainder of the Company will be sent to Fort Arnold.

" Late Jones's Company, with Lieut. Fisk, to repair to the South Battery.

" The Chain Battery, Sherburn's Redoubt, and the Brass Field pieces, will be manned from Fort Arnold

as Occation may require.
" The Commissary and Conductor of Military stores will in turn wait upon the Commanding Officer of

Artillery for Orders.
" The artificers in the garrison (agreeable to former Orders) will repair to Fort Arnold, and there re-

ceive further Orders frona the Command'g Officer of Artillery.

" S. Bauman, Major Comni't Artillery.''^

This document gave the British full information of what would be the disposition of the Americans on

the occasion ; and as Sir Henry Clinton and many of his officers were acquainted with the ground, they

would know at what particular points to make their attacks. This and the following document are in Ar-

nold's handwriting

:

'^Estimate of Forces at Wst Point and its Dependencies, September 13, 1780.

'• A brigade of Massachusetts Militia, and two regiments of Rank and File New Hampshire, Inclus-

ive of 166 Batteaux Men at Verplanck's and Stony Points 992
'• On command and Extra Service at Fishkills, New Windsor, &c., &c., who may be called in oc-

cationally
°^^

" 3 regiments of Connecticut Militia, under the com'd of Colonel Wells, on the lines near N. Castle 488
" A detachment of New York levies on the lines 1^5

Militia, 2447
" Colonel Lamb's Regiment 167
'• Colonel Livingston's, at Verplank and Stoney Pts _80

Continent

:

247
" Colonel Sheldon's Dragoons, on the lines, about one half mounted 142
'• Batteaux Men and Artificers 250

Total, 3086."

The following document is in the handwriting of Villefranche, a French engineer

:

" Estimate of the Number of Men necessary to Man the Works at West Point and in the Vicinity.

- Fort Arnold 620
j

Redoubt No. 2 150

Putnam 450 I ditto 3 120

Wyllys 140 ditto 4 100

Webb 140
|

ditto 5 139

Redoubt No. 1 150 i ditto G 110

Redoubt No. 7 78
North Redoubt 120

South Redoubt 130

'2//-t!^^-/^^ci^*'*-^-<fi-^ < ^^
/

N.B.—The Artillery Men are not Included in the above Estimate."

II. L

Total, 2438
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Return of the Ordnance in the different Forts at West Point. Arnold's Description of the Works.

stockings and feet, and in the event of accident, to destroy them. He then gave him a pass,

a fac simile of which is printed ou the next page, and bidding Andre adieu, Arnold went

The following table is in the handwriting of Bauman, Major Commandant of Artillery :

" RETURN OF THE ORDNANCE IN THE DIFFERKNT FORTS, B.\TTER1ES, &C., AT WEST POINT AND ITS DE-

PENDENCIES, SEPT. 5, 1780.
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Arnold's Pass. Smith's Refusal to take Andrd back to the Vulture. His insuSicient Excuse.

up the river, in his own barge, to head-quarters, fully believing that no obstacle now in-

terposed to frustrate his wicked scheme. Andre passed the reoiainder of the day alone, and

^r>^

as soon as evening came, he applied

to Smith to take him back to the

Vulture. Smith positively refused

to go, and pleaded illness from ague

as an excuse. If he quaked, it was

probably not from ague, but from

fear, wrought by the firing upon the

Vulture ; for he oHered to ride half

the night with Andre, on horseback, if he would take a land route. Having no other means

of reaching the vessel, Andre was obliged to yield to the force of circumstances. He con-

" Fort Webb, built of Fascines and Wood, a slight Work, very dry, and liable to be set on fire, as the

approaches are very easy, without defenses, save a slight Abattis.

" Fort Wyllys, built of stone 5 feet high, the Work above plank filled with Earth, the stone work 1 5 feet,

the Earth 9 feet thick.—No Bomb Proofs, the Batteries -without the Fort.

" Redoubt No. 1. On the South side wood 9 feet thick, the Wt. North and East sides 4 feet thick, no

cannon in the works, a slight and single Abattis, no ditch or Pickett. Cannon on two Batteries. No Bomb
Proofs.

"Redoubt No. 2. The same as No. 1. No Bomb Proofs.

" Redoubt No. 3, a slight Wood Work 3 Feet thick, very Dry, no Bomb Proofs, a single Abattis, the

work easily set on fire—no cannon.
" Redoubt No. 4, a Wooden work about 10 feet high and fore or five feet thick, the West side faced

with a stone wall 8 feet high and four thick. No Bomb Proof, two six pounders, a slight Abattis, a com-

manding piece of ground 500 yards Wt.
" The North Redoubt, on the East side, built of stone 4 feet high ; above the Stone, wood filled in with

Earth, Very Dry, no Ditch, a Bomb Proof, three Batteries without the Fort, a poor Abpttis, a Rising piece

of ground 500 yards So., the approaches Under Cover to within 20 yards.—The Work easily fired with

Faggots diptd in Pitch, &c.

"South Redoubt, much the same as the North, a Commanding piece of ground 500 yards due East—

3

Batteries without the Fort."

The "Artillery Orders" of September 5, 1780; the estimate offerees at West Point; estimate of men

to man the works, by Villefranche ; the "Return" of Bauman ; the description of the works at West Point

and vicinity, and a copy of a council of war held at Washington's quarters, September 6, 1 780, are the pa-

pers which were taken from Andre's stocking. The latter document, which set forth the weakness, wants,

and gloomy prospects of the American array, was a statement made by Washington to the council. It is

too long for insertion here. Preserved among these papers are five passes, signed by Arnold
,
a memo-
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Andre's Exchange of Coats. He and Smith cross the Hudson. Smith's Letter to his Brother. Ambiguous Memorandum.

sented to cross King's Ferry to Verplanck's Point, and naake his w^ay back to New York by
land. He had been prevailed upon by Arnold, in the event of his taking a land route (which

had been talked of), to exchange his military coat for a citizen's dress. This act, and the

receiving of papers from Arnold, were contrary to the express orders of Sir Henry Clinton,

but Andre was obliged to be governed by the unforeseen circumstances in which he was placed.

Smith agreed to attend him on the way as far as the lower outposts of the American lines.

September, -^ little before sunset, on the evening of the 2 2d, accompanied by a negro servant,
^^^°- they crossed King's Ferry. At dusk, they passed through the works at Ver-

planck's Point, and turned their faces toward White Plains. While they are pursuing

their route toward the Neutral Ground, let us consider events at the Robinson House, and

then resume our own journey. We shall overtake the travelers presently, when the con-

cluding portion of the narrative of Arnold's treason will be given.

randum, which, from its ambiguity, is unintelligible,* and the following letter from Joshua Smith to his

brother Thomas, after his arrest on suspicion of being an accomplice with Arnold :

" Robinson House, Sept. 25th, 1780.

"De.\r Brother,—I am here a prisoner, and am therefore unable to attend in person. I would be
obliged to you if you would deliver to Captain Cairns, of Lee's Dragoons, a British uniform Coat, which you
will find in one of the drawers in the room above stairs.t I would be happy to see you. Remember me
to your famil3^

" I am aflTectionately yours.

'inc^^&^ iyC t^^p'^^i^^L.

* Copy of the memorandum :

" Hennisut

Elijah Hunter
Mr. I. Johnson, B. R, r

Mr. J. Stewart, to the care of Joshua Smith, Esq., to be left at Head Ci'rs.

Isaac Adams, 5 , , 5
, , 5."

t This was Major Andre's coat, which that officer exchanged with Smith for a citizen's dress-coat, as mentioned in the text.
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irnold'B Composure in Presence of his Aids. Washington's Return from Hartford. His Approach to Arnold's Quarters.

CHAPTER VII.

" Here onward swept thy waves,

When tones, now silent, mingled with their sound,

And the wide shore was vocal with the song

Of hunter chief or lover's gentle strain.

Those pass'd away—forgotten as they pass'd
;

But holier recollections dwell with thee.

Here hath immortal Freedom built her proud

And solemn monuments. The mighty dust

Of heroes in her cause of glory fallen.

Hath mingled with the soil, and hallow'd it.

Thy waters in their brilliant path have seen

The desperate strife that won a rescued world,

The deeds of men who live in grateful hearts.

And hymn'd their requiem."

Elizabeth F. Ellet.

ITH such consummate art had General Arnold managed his scheme of

villainy thus far, that not a suspicion of his defection was abroad. He
returned to his quarters at the Robinson House, as we have observed,

toward evening, and after passing a half hour with his wife and child,

and one or two domestics, he conversed freely with his aids-de-

x\; camp, Majors Varick' and Franks, concerning the im-

portant information he was expecting to receive from

New York, through a distinguished channel

c^ which he had just opened. This was on

the 22d ; the 24th was the day fixed upon for the ascent of the river by the September,

British, and the surrender of West Point into the hands of the enemy. Yet, ^''^*'-

with all this guilt upon his soul, Arnold was composed, and the day on which his treason

was to be consummated, no change was observed in his usual deportment.

Washington returned from Hartford on the 24th, by the upper route, through Dutchess

county to Fishkill, and

thence along the High- /'^ ,0 {^ ^^ //U/^
land road by Philips- ifjj^^ ^' (^^'^^^"''^'^^

yfl
town. Soon after leav- ( T^Stfj^^^^ ^LA^
ing Fishkill, he met Lu- >^-^^<C_-^//%
zerne, the French min- ^—C-*'-^^ — ^.^.—j^-> >v /

ister, with his suite, on

his way to visit Ro-

chambeau. That gen-

tleman induced the com-

mander-in-chief to turn back and pass the night with him at Fishkill. Washington and

his suite were in the saddle before dawn, for he was anxious to reach Arnold's quarters by

* Richard "Varick, who, before the close of the war, was promoted to colonel, was a sterling patriot. He
admired Arnold as a soldier; and when that officer's defection became known, Varick was almost insane for

a day or two. so utterly contrary to the whole life of Arnold appeared the fact. Varick became one of

Washington's military family near the close of the war, as his recording secretary. He was mayor of the

city of New York from 1791 to 1801. On the death of John Jay, he was elected president of the Amer-

ican Bible Society, which office he held until his death, which occurred at Jersey City, July 30th, 1831, al

the age of seventy-nine years.

Signatures of Aknold's Aids.
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Washington's Delay in reaching Arnold's Quarters. Announceinent of Andre's Arrest. Flight of Arnold. His Wife aiid Sod.

breakfast time, and they had eighteen miles to ride. The men, with the baggage, started

earlier, and conveyed a notice to Arnold of Washington's intention to breakfast with him.

When opposite West Point, the commander-in-chief turned his horse down a lane toward

the river. La Fayette, perceiving it, said, " General, you are going in a wrong direction
;

you know Mrs. Arnold is waiting breakfast for us, and that road will take us out of the way."

Washington answered, good-naturedly, "Ah, I knovi' you young men are all in love with

Mrs. Arnold, and wish to get where she is as soon as possible. You may go and take your

breakfast with her, and tell her not to wait for me, for I must ride down and examine the

redoubts on this side of the river,' and will be there in a short time." The officers, how-

ever, did not leave him, except two aids-de-camp, who rode on, at the general's request, to

make known the cause of the delay.

Breakfast was waiting when the officers arrived, and as soon as it was ascertained that

the commander-in-chief and the other gentlemen would not be there, Arnold, his family, and

the aids-de-camp sat down to breakfast. Arnold appeared somewhat moody. The enemy

had not appeared according to arrangements, and Washington had returned at least two

days sooner than he anticipated. W^hile they were at table. Lieutenant Allen came with

a letter for Arnold. The general broke the seal hastily, for he knew by the superscription

that it was from Colonel Jameson, stationed at one of the outposts below. The letter was,

indeed, from that officer ; but, instead of conveying the expected intelligence that the enemy

were moving up the river, it informed him that Major Andre, of the British army, iras a

prisojier in his cvstodif !" Arnold's presence of mind did not forsake him, and, although

agitated, his emo-

tion was not suf-

ficiently manifest

to excite the sus-

picion of those

around him. He
informed the aids-

de-camp that his

immediate attend-

ance was required

atWest Point, and

desired them to say

chamber, and sent for

The Breakfast Room.^

to General Wash-
ington, when he

arrived, that he

was unexpectedly

called over the riv-

er, and would soon

return. He order-

ed a horse to be

made ready, and

then leaving the

table, he went up

to Mrs. Arnold's

her.* There was no time to be lost, for another messenger might

speedily arrive with evidence of his treason. In brief and hurried words he told her that

they must instantly part, perhaps forever, for his life depended on reaching the enemy's lines

without detection. Horror-stricken, the poor young creature, but one year a mother and

not two a bride, swooned and sunk senseless upon the floor. Arnold dared not call for as-

sistance, but kissing, with lips blasted by words of guilt and treason, his boy, then sweetly

sleeping in angel innocence and purity,^ he rushed from the room, mounted a horse belonging

' These redoubts were upon the point, near the rail-way tunnel above Garrison's Landing.
^ This letter was written on the 23d, two days before. The circumstances of the arrest of Andre will

be considered in another chapter.

3 This is a view of the room in the Robinson House in which Arnold was at breakfast when he received

Colonel Jameson's letter announcing the arrest of Andre. It is preserved in its original style, which is

quite antique. The ceiling is low ; the heavy beams are bare ; the fire-plaee .surrounded with neat panel-

work, without a mantel-shelf. The door on the ri<Tht opens into a small room which Arnold used as an

office ; the windows on the left open upon the garden and lawn on the south, from whence I made the sketch

of the house printed on page 140.
* This chamber is also preserved in its original character. Even the panel-work over the fire-place has

been left unpainted since the Revolution, in order to preserve some inscriptions made upon it with a knife.

There is cai-ved in bold letters, " G. Wai.lis, Lieut. VI. INIass. Reg't."'

^ This was the only child of Arnold by his second wife, born in the United States. His name was James

Robertson. He entered the British army, and rose to the rank of colonel of engineers. He was stationed

at BerrauUi frum 1816 to 1818, and from the last-named year until 1823 was at Halifax, and the command-
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Arnold's Passage to the Vulture. Treatment of his Oarsmen. Washington's visit to West Point. Discovery of the Treason.

to one of the aids of Washington, and hastened toward the river, not by the winding road

that led to the " Beverly Dock," but along a by-way down a steep hill, which is yet called

ArnohVi> Path,. At the dock he entered his barge, and directed the six oarsmen to push

out into the middle of the stream, and pull for Teller's Point.'

Arnold's oarsmen, unconscious of the nature of the general's errand, had their muscles

strenathened by a promise of two gallons of rum, and the barge glided with unusual speed.

He told them he was going on board the Vulture with a flag, and was obliged to make all

possible haste, as he wished to return in time to meet General Washington at his quarters.

When he passed Verplanck's Point, he displayed a white handkerchief, which, as a signal

of amity, answered for both Colonel Livingston at the Point, and Captain Sutherland of

the Vulture, which lay in sight a few miles below. They reached the Vulture without in-

terruption, and, after having introduced himself to Captain Sutherland, Arnold sent for the

coxswain, and informed him that he and his oarsmen were prisoners. They indignantly as-

serted their freedom to depart, alleging truly, as they supposed, that they had come on board

under the protection of a flag. Arnold coolly replied that they must remain on board. Cap-

tain Sutherland would not interfere with Arnold's commands, but, despising his meanness,

he gave the coxswain a parole to go on shore and get such things as he wanted. This was

done, and, when the Vulture arrived in New York, Sir Henry Clinton sot them all at lib-

erty. In this transaction, the inherent meanness of Arnold's spirit was conspicuous, and

made the British officers regard him with scorn as a reptile unworthy of that esteem which

a high-souled traitor—a traitor because of great personal wrongs—might claim.

Washington arrived at Pvobinson's house shortly after Arnold had left. Informed that

he had gone to West Point, the commander-in-chief took a hasty breakfast, and concluded

not to wait, but go directly over and meet Arnold there. Hamilton remained behind, and

it was arranged that the general and his suite should return to dinner. While crossing the

river in a barge, Washington expressed his expectation that they would be greeted with a

salute, as General Arnold was at the Point ; but, to his surprise, all was silent when they

approached the landing-place. Colonel Lamb, the commanding officer, who came strolling

down a winding path, was much confused when he saw the barge touch the shore. He

apologized to Washington for the apparent neglect of courtesy, alleging his entire ignorance

of his intended visit. The general was surprised, and said, " Sir, is not General Arnold

here ?" " No, sir," replied Colonel Lamb, " he has not been here these two days, nor have

I heard from him within that time." This awakened the suspicions of Washington. He

proceeded, however, to inspect the several works at West Point, and at about noon returned

to the Beverly Dock, from whence he had departed.

While ascending from the river, Hamilton was seen approaching with hurried step and

anxious countenance. He conversed with Washington in a low tone, and returned with him

into the house, where he laid several papers, the damning evidence of Arnold's guilt, before

him. These consisted of the documents given in a preceding chapter, which Arnold had

placed in Andre's hands. They were accompanied by a letter from Colonel Jameson, and

one from Andre himself Jameson, uninformed of the return of Washington from Hartford,

had dispatched a messenger thither, with the papers, to the commander-in-chief. After rid-

ing officer of enjrineers in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. While tlius in command, he was at St. John's,

and, on o-oins into the house built by his father, in King Street (which is still standing), wept like a child

His' -wife"was a Miss Goodrich, of the Isle of Wight. He is a small man, his eyes of remarkable sharpness,

and in features bears a striking resemblance to his father. A gentleman who has been in service with him,

and is intimately acquainted with him, speaks of him in terms of high commendation, and relates that he

expressed a desire to visit the United States. Since the accession of Queen Victoria, he has been one ol

her majesty's aids-de-camp. In 1841, he was transferred from the engineer's corps, and is now (1846) a

major general, and a knight of the royal Hanoverian Guelphic order.—See Sabine's Biographical Sketches

of American Loyalists.

' The coxswain on the occasion was James Larvey. The aged Beverly Garrison, whom I saw at Fort

Montgomery, knew him well. He said Larvey always declared that, had he been aware of Arnold's inten-

tion, he would have steered to Verplanck's Point, even if the traitor had threatened to blow his brains out.
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Washington's presence of Mind. Condition of Mrs. Arnold. Attempts to " head" the Traitor. His Letters from the Vulture.

ing almost to Danbury, the messenger heard of the return of Washington by the upper road,

and, hastening back, took the nearest route to West Point through Lower Salem, where

Andre was in custody. He thus became the bearer of Andre's letter to Washington.' He
arrived at the Robinson House four hours after the departure of Arnold, and placed the pa-

pers in the hands of Hamilton.

Washington called in Knox and La Fayette for counsel. "Whom can we trust now?"

said the chief, with calmness, while the deepest feeling of sorrow was evidently at work in

'his bosom. The condition of Mrs. Arnold, who was quite frantic with grief and distress in

another room, awakened his liveliest sympathies. He believed her innocent of all previous

knowledge of her husband's treasonable designs, and this gave keenness to the pang which

her sorrows created.^ Yet he maintained his self-possession, and calmly said, when dinner

was announced, " Come, gentlemen, since Mrs. Arnold is unwell, and the general is absent,

let us sit down without ceremony."

As soon as the contents of the papers were made known, Washington dispatched Hamil-

ton on horseback to Verplanck's Point, that preparations might be made there to stop the

traitor. But Arnold had got nearly six hours' the start of him, the tide was ebbing, and

the six strong oarsmen, prompted by expected reward, had pulled with vigor. When Ham-
ilton arrived at the Point, a flag of truce was approaching from the Vulture to that post.

The bearer brought a letter from Arnold to Washington, which Hamilton forwarded to the

commander-in-chief, and then wrote to General Greene at Tappan, advising him to take

precautionary measures to prevent any movement of the enemy in carrying out the traitor's

projects. The failure of the plot was not known to Sir Henry Clinton until the arrival of

the Vulture at New York the next morning, and then he had no disposition to venture an

attack upon the Americans in the Highlands, now thoroughly awake to the danger that had

threatened.

Arnold's letter to Washington was written to secure protection for his wife and child.

"I have no favor to ask for myself," he said ; "I have too often experienced the ingratitude

of my country to attempt it ; but, from the known humanity of your excellency, I am in-

duced to ask your protection for Mrs. Arnold from every insult and injury that a mistaken

vengeance of my countrymen may expose her to. It ought to fall only on me. She is as

good and innocent as an angel, and is incapable of doing wrong." In this letter Arnold

avowed his love for his country, and declared that that sentiment actuated him in his present

' This letter of Andre's is a model of frankness, and exhibits the highest regard for truth and honor.

After revealing his name and character, and relating the circumstances under which he was lured within

the American lines without his knowledge or consent, and mentioning his capture, he says, " Thus, as I

have had the honor to relate, was I betrayed (being adjutant general of the British army) into the vile con-

dition of an enemy in disguise within your posts." He disavowed any intention of being a spy, and asked,

as a favor, that he should not be branded as such, he " being involuntarily an impostor." He further re-

quested the privilege of sending an open letter to Sir Henry Clinton, and another to a friend, for linen ; and
concluded by intimating that there were several American prisoners who were taken at Charleston for

whom he might be exchanged.
^ " She, for a considerable time," says Hamilton, in a vivid description of the scene, " entirely lost her-

self. The general went up to see her. She upbraided him with being in a plot to murder her child. One
moment she raved ; another, she melted into tears. Sometimes she pressed her infant tn her bosom, and la-

mented its fate, occasioned by the imprudence of its father, in a manner that would have pierced insensibil-

ity itself. All the sweetness of beauty, all the loveliness of innocence, all the tenderness of a wife, and all

the fondness of a mother, showed themselves in her appearance and conduct. We have every reason to

believe that she was entirely unacquainted with the plan, and that the first knowledge of it was when Ar-
nold went to tell her he must banish himself from his country and from her forever. She instantly fell into

convulsions, and he left her in that situation."

Mr. Leake, the biographer of Colonel John Lamb, basing his opinion upon information received from Ar-
nold's sister Hannah, in 1801, regards this scene as only a trick to deceive, and believes that Arnold's wife

was the chief instrument in bringing about the defection of her husband. Hannah Arnold averred that the

traitor's wife received a pension from the Queen of England during her life.—See Life of John Lamb, bv

Isaac Q. Leake, p. 270. I can not but regard the inference of Mr. Leake as untenable. It was certainly

consoling to the feelings of Hannah Arnold to believe that the influence of another, and not his own bane

principles, was the source of the defection and disgrace of her brother.
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Beverly Robinson's Letter to Washington. Tiie Army at Tappan put in Motion. Andrd ordered to West Point

conduct. "In short," says Sparks, "the malignant spirit, impudence, and blunted moral

feelino- shown in this letter were consistent with his character. Attachment to his wife

was the only redeeming quality which seemed not to be extinguished.'"

WashinfTton also received a letter from Beverly Robinson, dated on board the Vulture,

demanding, in mild terms, the release of Andre, claiming it as equitable, he being on shore

with a flag of truce at the request of General Arnold. Robinson attempted to influence the

mind of the chief by referring to their former friendship, but the letter had not the least ef-

fect upon Washington's firmness of purpose. He was ignorant of the extent of defection,

and his thoughts and efforts were first directed to measures of security. He had a most del-

icate task to perform. He might suspect the innocent, and give his confidence to the un-

worthy. He resolved, as the least dangerous course, to confide unreservedly in all his offi-

cers, and this resolution, promptly acted upon, had a very salutary efl^ect.'

Washington sent orders to General Greene, directing him to put the left wing of the

army, near Tappan, in motion as soon as possible, and march toward King's Ferry. It was

midnight when the express reached Greene's quarters ; before dawn the whole division was

upon the march. The commander-in-chief also dispatched a letter to Colonel Jameson, di-

recting him to send Andre to Robinson's house under a strong guard. This messenger also

reached his destination at Lower Salem, at midnight. Andre was aroused, and, although

the rain was falling fast, and the night was exceedingly dark, a guard, under Major Tall-

madge, set oft' with the prisoner immediately. They rode all night, and arrived at Robin-

son's house at dawn on the 26th. Andre was taken over to West Point the same September,

evening, and on the morning of the 28th was conveyed, under a strong escort of
'^'^^'^

cavalry, to Tappan, where he was tried and convicted as a spy. This event will be noticed

in connection with the details of - -=-r^

his capture. For the present, my , -,

tour leads me to the consideration

of other important transactions

within cannon-echo of the Sugar

Loaf, at whose base we are stand-

ing, and up whose steep sides 1

was desirous of climbing, to view

the prospect so glowingly depict-

ed by the pen of Dr. Dwight f
but recollecting that the venera-

ble boatman was awaiting my return,

hasty adieu with Lieutenant Arden, and hastened back

to the Beverly Dock by way of Arnold's Path. There I found the old waterman quietly

1 Inclosed in the letter to Washington was one for Mrs. Arnold, who, when thus made acquainted of her

husband's safety, became more quiet. She was treated with great tenderness by Washington, and was soon

afterward sent to New York under an escort, and joined her husband. Her affection survived his honor,

and through all his subsequent career she exemplified the character of a true woman's love, which often

" Clings like ivy to a woi-thless thing."

* The position of Colonel Livingston at Verplanck's Point, with some circumstances that appeared sus-

picious, made him liable to be distrusted, for it might fairly be presumed that he was directly or indirectly

concerned in Arnold's movements. By a brief letter, Washington ordered Livingston to come to head-quar-

ters immediately. Conscious of his integrity, that officer promptly obeyed, but he expected his conduct

would be subjected to a strict investigation. Washington made no inquiries. He told him that he had more

explicit orders to give than he could well communicate by letter, and that was the object of calling him to

the Highlands. " It is a source of gratification to me," said the commander-in-chief, " that the post was

in the hands of an officer so devoted as yourself to the cause of your country." Washington's confidence

was not misplaced, for there was not a purer patriot in that war than Henry Livingston.

' Dwight's Travels in New England.
* This view is taken from the Hudson River rail-road, looking north. The dock, covered with cord wood,

is seen near the point on the left. It is at the termination of a marsh, near the point of a bold, rocky prom-

ontory, through which is a deep rock cutting for the road. The distant hills on the extreme left are on the
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Buttermilk Falls. Ride to Fort Montgomery. Mrs. Rose. A speculating Daughter.

fishing, and apparently unconscious that two hours had elapsed since we parted. He locked

his oars, and iu a few minutes we were at the foot of Buttermilk Falls. I clambered up

the steep, rough road under the cliff", to the village, dined at a. late hour upon cold mutton

and stale bread, and in a light wagon, procured with difficulty for the occasion, set off, with

a boy driver, for Fort Montgomery, about four miles below. For half the distance the road

(which is the old military one of the Revolution) was smooth ; the residue of the way was

as rough as rocks and gulleys could make it. On every side huge bowlders, many of them

ten feet in diameter, lie scattered over the bare flat rocks, like fruit shaken from a tree in

autumn. They become more numerous toward the base of the steep mountain range on the

west, where they lie in vast masses, like mighty pebbles rolled up by the waves upon the

shore. Here the geologist has a wonderful page spread out for his contemplation.

Within a short distance of Fort Montgomery, we turned up a rough mountain road to

visit an old lady named Rebecca Rose, eighty years of age, who lived close by Fort Mont-

gomery at the time it was taken by the enemy. I found her upon a bed of sickness, too

feeble then to converse, but at a subsequent visit she was well and communicative. She

was a child only seven or eight years old, and has no distinct recollection of events at the

taking of the forts, except her care and anxiety in concealing her rag babies in a sap trough,

while her parents were hiding their property in the Avoods. Her father was a tanner and

shoemaker, in the employ of the garrison at the two forts. The British tried to frighten

him into the performance of the duty of a guide for them, by twice hauling him up to an

apple-tree with a halter around his neck. He resolutely defied them, and they passed on.

From the cottage of Mrs. Rose, among the hills, is one of the most magnificent views of rock

and forest, clift'and river, imaginable ; overlooking Forts Montgomery and Clinton, the Race
flanked by Anthony's Nose and the Dunderberg, and the fertile hills of West Chester in

the distance.

Near Mrs. Rose lived an old soldier who was wounded at the siege of Fort Montgomery.

I found him living with his daughter, a little plump widow of fifty, in a cottage beside a

clear stream that comes leaping down from the hills. He was a private in Captain De
Vere's company, Colonel Dubois's regiment, and was bayoneted in the thigh when the enemy

made their way over the ramparts of Fort Montgomery and fought the garrison hand to

hand. Although nearly ninety years old, he was vigorous and talked sensibly. I asked the

privilege of sketching his portrait, which he readily granted, and I was about unlocking my
port-folio for the purpose, when his daughter, resting upon a broom handle, and assuming the

shrewd look of a speculator, inquired, " What'll ye give?" " For what ?" I inquired. " For

daddy's likeness," she answered. Unacquainted with the market value of such commodi-

ties, and being doubtful as to the present sample possessing much intrinsic worth, I made
the indefinite offer of " What is right." " No, no," she said, tuning her voice to a higher

key, and beginning to sweep the floor vigorously, " you sha'n't look at him till you tell me
what you'll give. We've been cheated enough a'ready. Two scamps come along here last

week, and told my darter they'd make a likeness on her for their breakfasts, and they on'y

guv her a nasty piece of black paper, that had a nose no more like sis's than that tea-pot

spout. No, sir ; give me a half a dollar, or clear out quick !" The more fortunate sil-

houettists had evidently ruined my prospects for a gratuitous sitting of the old soldier ; and

feeling very doubtful whether the demanded half dollar, if paid, would add a mite to his

comforts, I respectfully declined giving the price. The filial regard of the dear woman was

terribly shocked, and she called me a cheat and other hard names. I shook hands with the

old " Continentaler" as I rose to depart, and turning quietly to the dame, who was yet

sweeping around the room in a towering passion, invited her to sit for her portrait I This

produced a climax ; she seized the broom by the brush ; I saved my head by closing the

door between us. I walked off' unscathed and much amused, in the midst of a perfect

west side of the Hudson ; and through the gorge formed for the road may be seen the military edifices of

West r.^;-'.
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Sites of Forts Clinton and Montgomery. Lake Sinnipink. Beverly Garrison.

View near Fokt Montgo.meby.'

shower of grape-shot from her tongue-battery, compelled to content myself with a pen and

ink sketch of the hornet instead of the one I had asked for.

. _^ fc~._i.^ We descended the hills, and proceeded

1^ ~^'^^">>
to the site of Fort Montgomery, a rough

^^: * .-- ^^X '-'
X promontory on the north side of Peploap's,

' -^ ' or Poplopen's, Kill.' It terminates in a

steep cliff at the mouth of the stream, and

was an admirable situation for a strong for-

tress to command the river. Almost the

entire line of the fortifications may be trac-

ed upon the brow^ of the cliff, which is

rocky, and bare of every thing but stinted

grass and dwarf cedars. More than half

way down to the water's edge are the re-

mains of the two-gun-battery which was

placed there to cover the chain and chev-

aiix de frise which were stretched across

the river from the upper side of Poplopen's Kill to Anthony's Nose.

We crossed to the southern side of the stream, and clambered up a winding and romantic

pathway among cedars, chestnuts, and sassafras, to the high table land whereon stood Fort

Clinton, within rifle shot of Fort Montgomery. A fine mansion, belonging to Mrs. Pell,

with cultivated grounds around it, occupy the area within the ravelins of the old fort. The

banks of the fortress have been leveled, its fosse fiilled up, and not a vestige of it remains.

About a quarter of a mile west of Mrs. Pell's is

Lake Sinnipink, a small sheet of crystal water,

surrounded by the primitive forest, and as wild

in its accompaniments as when the Indian cast

his bait in its deep waters. From its western

rim rises the highest peak of Bear Mountain to

an altitude of more than a thousand feet. The

lake itself is one hundred and twenty-three feet

above the river.

Near the north end of Lake Sinnipink, on the

river slope of the hills, stands the cottage of the

aged Beverly Garrison, a hale old man of eighty-

seven years. He was a stout lad of fourteen

when the forts were taken. His father, who

worked a great deal for Beverly Robinson, and

admired him, named this boy in honor of that

gentleman. When the British approached the Lake Sinnipink, or Bloody Pond.3

' This kill., or creek, is the dividing line between the towns of Monroe and Cornwall, in Orange county.

Its correct orthography is uncertain. Upon a map of the State of New York made in 1779 it is called Cop.

lap's Kill ; in the British plan of the engagements there, of which the map given on page 166 is a copj', it

is spelled Peploap's ; Romans, who was engaged in the construction of the forts, wrote it Pooploop's.

"^ This view is from an eminence near the mountain road, about three quarters of a mile in the rear of

Fort Montgomery. In the distance, the cultivated slopes of West Chester, between Peekskill and Ver-

planck's Point, are seen. On the left is the high, rocky promontory called Anthony's Nose; on the right

is the Dunderberg, with a portion of Beveridge's Island ; the buildings in the center of the picture, owned

by Mrs. Pelham, denote the site of Fort Clinton ; toward the right is seen the deep ravine through which

flows Poplopen's Creek, and on the extreme right, partly hidden by the tree in the foreground, and fronting

the river, is the site of Fort Montgomery. The scenery from this point of view is indeed magnificent.

This picture is from a pencil sketch by Tice, who accompanied me to the spot.

^ This view is from the outlet of the lake, within a few rods of the spot where a large number of the

Americans and British were slain in a preliminary skirmish on the afternoon when the forts were taken.

The bodies were thrown into the lakC; and from that circumstance it M-as afterward called Bloody Pond.
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Mr. Garrison's Recollections. " Captain Molly." Character of Forts Clinton and Montgomery. Chevaux de frisc .

forts, Beverly and his father, who was wagon-master at Fort Montgomery, were ordered to

take a large iron cannon to the outworks on the neck of the promontory. While thus en-

gaged, they were made pris-

oners ; but Beverly, being a

boy, was allowed his liberty.

He told me that he was

standing on the ramparts of

Fort Montgomery on the

morning when Arnold passed

by, in his barge, fleeing to

the Vulture, and that he rec-

ognized the general, as well

as Larvey, his coxswain. He
also informed me that a Tory,

named Brom Springster, pi-

loted the enemy over the

Dunderberg to the forts.

Brom afterward became a
tm^nOTz

but his life was spared on

condition that he should pilot

Wayne on his expedition over

the same rugged hills to at-

tack Stony Point. Mr. Gar-

rison remembered the famous

Irish woman called Captain

Molly, the wife of a cannon-

ier, who worked a field-piece

at the battle of Monmouth,

on the death of her husband.

She generally dressed in the

petticoats of her sex, with an

artilleryman's coat over.

She was in Fort CHnton,

with her husband, when it

was attacked. When the
prisoner to the patriots, ^^
Americans retreated from the fort, as the enemy scaled the ramparts, her husband dropped

his match and fled. Molly caught it up, touched off the piece, and then scampered oft'. It

was the last gun fired by the Americans in the fort. Mrs. Rose (just mentioned) remem-

bers her as Dirty Kate, living between Fort Montgomery and Buttermilk Falls, at the

close of the war, where she died a horrible death from the effects of a syphilitic disease. I

shall have occasion to refer to this bold camp-follower, whom Washington honored with a

lieutenant's commission for her bravery on the field of Monmouth, nearly nine months after-

ward, when reviewing the events of that battle.

Here, by the clear spring which bubbles up near the cottage of the old patriot, and in

the shadow of Bear Mountain, behind which the sun is declining, let us glance at the Rev-

olutionary history of this region.

Forts Clinton and Montgomery were included in the Highland fortifications ordered to

be constructed in 1775-6. These, like Fort Constitution, were commenced by Bernard

Romans, assisted by skillful French engineers, and were finally completed under the super-

intendence of Captain Thomas Machin. Fort Montgomery was of sufficient size to accom-

modate eight hundred men ; Fort Clinton was only about half as large. They were built

of stones and earth, and were completed in the spring of 1776. Pursuant to a recommend-

ation of Romans, made the previous autumn, preparations were made to place obstructions

in the river from the mouth of Poplopen's, or Peploap's Kill, to Anthony's Nose, opposite.

These obstructions, which were not completed until the autumn of 1777, just before the

forts were attacked, consisted of chevaux de frise, a boom, and an iron chain.' The lat-

ter eio-hteen _^^^ in length, was
'

, "
P

^aiWMffiMiiiMiilw^^ buoved up by

heavy spars, connected by iron links, and also by large raits of timber. It was believed

that these obstructions, covered by the guns of the fort, and accompanied by several armed

vessels, would be sufficient to effectually prevent the enemy from ascending the river. The

result, however, was otherwise.

' Generals Knox and Greene visited Fort Montgomery in the spring of 1777, in company with Generals

Wayne, M'Dougai, and Clinton. They made a joint report to Washington, in which they recommended

the completion of the obstructions .substantially as they were afterward done. The boom and the chevaux

de frise so obstructed the current of the river (here very strong), that the water was raised two or three

feet above them, and pressed upon them heavily. Twice the chain was parted by this pressure : first, a

swivel, which came from Ticonderoga, was broken ;
and the second time a clevis, which was made at

Poughkeepsie. gave way.
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Condition of the British Forces. Putnam's intended Expedition. Sir Henry Clinton's Stratagem. Landing of British Troops.

When Burgoyne found himself environed with difficulties at Saratoga, and perceived the

rapid augmentation of the American army under Gates, he dispatched messengers to Sir

Henry Clinton, then commanding at New York in the absence of General Howe,' urging

him to make a diversion in his favor, and join him, if possible, with a force sufficient to scat-

ter the half-disciplined provincials. Clinton was eager to comply ; but a re-enforcement of

troops from Europe, expected for several weeks, was still delayed. This force, amounting

to almost two thousand men, under General Pvobertson, arrived at the beginning of Oc-

tober. Having sailed in Dutch bottoms, they were three months on the voyage. The

first battle of Stillwater had now been fought, and the second was nigh at hand. Putnam

was in the Highlands, with fifteen hundred men ; his head-quarters were at Peekskill.

Washington had drawn upon Putnam, toward the close of September, for twenty-five hund-

red troops, to aid in defending Philadelphia and the works on the Delaware, then menaced

by the enemy. ^ Their places were supplied by militia of New York and Connecticut ; but,

apprehending no hostile movement up the Hudson, Putnam had discharged about one thou-

sand of them, leaving his effective force only fifteen hundred strong. Forts Clinton and

Montgomery, commanded by the brothers James and George Clinton, were feebly garrisoned
;

in both fortresses there were not more than six hundred men, chiefly militia from Dutchess

and Ulster. There was a fortification near Peekskill, called Fort Independence, which was

also feebly garrisoned ; in fact, the Highland posts w^ere almost defenseless against a respect-

able demonstration on the part of the enemy.

On the arrival of re-enforcements, Sir Henry Clinton prepared for an expedition up the

Hudson, partly for the purpose of destroying American stores at Peekskill, but chiefly to

make a diversion in favor of Burgoyne. On Saturday evening, the 4th of October,

he proceeded up the river in flat boats and transports, with about five thousand men,

and landed at Tarrytown, nearly thirty miles from New York.^ This was a feint to de-

ceive General Putnam into the belief that Peekskill was his destination. To strengthen

this belief, and to divert Putnam's attention from the Highland forts, Clinton proceeded on

Sunday, with three thousand troops, to Verplanck's Point, eight miles below Peekskill, where

he debarked. General Putnam fell back, on his approach, to the high ground in the rear

of Peekskill, and sent a messenger to Governor Clinton, desiring him to send to his aid as

many troops as he could spare from the forts. The militia in the vicinity rallied around

Putnam, and he had about two thousand men, on the afternoon of the 5th, to dispute the

progress of the enemy up the Hudson, either by land or water. Sir Henry Clinton per-

ceived that his stratagem was successful, and the next morning, under cover of a fog, he

passed two thousand of his troops over to Stony Point, whence they made their way among

the tangled defiles and lofty crags of the Dunderberg to Forts Clinton and Montgomery,

twelve miles distant. The transports were anchored near Stony Point, and the corps of

Loyalists, under Colonels Bayard and Fanning, remained at Verplanck's Point. A detach,

ment was left near Stony Point, to guard the pass and preserve a communication with the

fleet. Three frigates, the Tartar, Preston, and Mercury, proceeded up the river to a posi-

tion between what is now known as Caldwell's Landing and Fort Independence, and within

cannon-shot of the latter.

Governor Clinton received advices on Sunday night of the arrival of the enemy's ships

and transports at Tarrytown, and, on Monday morning, a scouting party of one hundred

^ General Howe was on an expedition southward, and, with the British fleet, was coasting near the Capes

of the Delaware and Virginia, preparatory to an effort to take possession of Philadelphia.

* When this requisition was made, Putnam was preparing a plan for attacking the enemy at four different

points : Staten Island, Long Island, Paulus's Hook, and New York. He relied upon the militia of Connecti-

cut, New York, and New Jersey, to accomplish his designs. Fortunately, Washington made his requisi-

tion in time to prevent what must have proved a disastrous expedition.

^ Colonel Luddington was posted at Tarrytown with about five hundred militia. Clinton sent a flag with

a peremptory summons for them to surrender themselves prisoners of war. While parleying with the flag,

the enemy endeavored to surround the militia, which Luddington perceiving, he ordered a retreat. The
British then returned to their shipping.
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Governor Clinton informed of the Landing of the British. A reconnoitering Party. Skirmish near Doodletown.

men, under Major Logan, which he had

sent to the Dunderberg to watch the mo-

tions of the enemy, returned with inform-

ation that about forty boats, filled with

troops, had landed near Stony Point. An-
other party of thirty men was sent out

upon the mountain road leading from Fort

Clinton to Haverstraw ; and at a place

called Doodletown, three miles south from

the fort, they fell in with the advanced

guard of the approaching British. The
Americans were ordered to surrender, but

refused, when the enemy fired upon them.

They returned the fire with spirit, and re-

treated to the fort without losing a man.

The design of the enemy was now appa-

rent. It was past noon, and no intelli-

gence had been received from Putnam.

Clinton had dispatched a messenger to that

officer, requesting him to send him a strong

' This view is from Peekskill landinjT, lookiiifr up tlie river. On the left is the Dunderberg, or Thunder
Mountain, over which the troops marched to Forts Clinton and Montgomery. The dark spot on the brink
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Treachery of a Messenger. Putnam deceived. Skirmish near Fort Montgomery. Forts ordered to be Surrendered.

re-enforcement to defend the forts. The messenger, whose name was Waterbury, treacher-

ously delayed his journey, and the next day deserted to the enemy. In the mean while,

Putnam, astonished at hearing nothing further from the enemy, rode to reconnoiter, and did

not return to his head-quarters, near Continental Village, until after the firing was heard on

the other side of the river. Colonel Humphreys, who was alone at head-quarters when the

firing began, urged Colonel Wyllys, the senior officer in camp, to send all the men not on

duty to Fort Montgomery.' He immediately complied, but it was too late. It was twi-

light before they reached the river, and the enemy had then accomplished their purpose.

The British army, piloted by a Tory, traversed the Dunderberg in a single column, and

at its northern base separated into two divisions. One division, under Lieutenant-colonel

Campbell, consisting of nine hundred men, was destined for the attack on Fort Montgomery
;

the other, under the immediate command of Sir Henry Cfinton, and consisting of an equal

number, was to storm Fort Clinton. There was a large body of Hessians in each division.

Governor Clinton, on hearing of the attack upon his scouts near Doodletown, sent out a de-

tachment of more than one hundred men, under Colonels Bruyn and M'Claghrey," with a

brass field-piece and sixty men, to an advantageous post on the road to Orange furnace. As

the enemy approached, another detachment of one hundred men was sent to the same point,

but they were pressed back by the bayonets of a superior force, and retreated to a twelve-

pounder in the rear, leaving their guns (which they spiked) in possession of the assailants.

With the second cannon they did great execution, until it bursted, when they retreated to

Fort Montgomery, followed by Emerick's corps of chasseurs, a corps of Loyalists and New
York volunteers, and the fifty-second and fifty-seventh British regiments, under Campbell.

The pursued kept up a galling fire with small-arms while on their retreat, and slew many

of the enemy.

Sir Henry Clinton, in the mean while, made his way toward Fort Clinton with much

difficulty, for upon a narrow pass between the Sinnipink Lake at the foot of Bear Mount-

ain and the high river bank was a strong abatis.'' This was overcome after much hard

fighting, and at about four o'clock both forts were invested by the enemy. Sir Henry Clm-

ton sent a flag, with a summons for both garrisons to surrender prisoners of war within five

minutes, or they would all be put to the sword. Lieutenant-colonel Livingston was sent by

Governor Clinton to receive the flag, and to inform the enemy that the Americans were de-

termined to defend the forts to the last extremity. The action was immediately renewed

of the river, upon the extreme left, shows the place of the coffer-dam made by the deluded seekers after

Captain Kidd's treasure. At the water's edge, on the right, is seen the grading of the Hudson River rail-

road, in course of construction when the sketch was made. The dark mountain on the right is Anthony's

Nose. Intermediately, and projecting far into the river, is a high, sandy bluff, on which stood Fort Inde-

pendence. Further on is Beveridge's Island ; and in the extreme distance, behind the flag-staff, is seen Bear

Mountain. Between the point of Fort Independence and the rock cutting of the rail-road is the mouth of

the Peek's Kill, or Peek's Creek. The Plan of the attack here given is copied from the narrative of Stedman,

a British officer, and appears to be mainly correct. The reader may correct the slight errors by the text.

' See Humphreys's Life of Putnam. This detachment seems to have been mistaken by Stedman for the

whole army under Putnam, for on his map, at the top, he says, " General Putnam with 2000 men endeav-

oring to cross the river."
'^ In connection with a notice of Colonel M'Claghrey, who was made a prisoner at the capture of the fort,

Mr. Eager, in his History of Orange County, makes a slight error. He says he was taken to New York,

and confined in the Hospital. In the room above him, he affirms, was Colonel Ethan Allen, who had been

a prisoner in the hands of the British since the autumn of 1775. The floor between them was full of wide

cracks, through one of which M'Claghrey, who had heard of the capture of Burgoyne, passed a scrap of

paper to Allen, on which he had written the information. Allen immediately went to his window, and

called out to some British officers passing in the street, " Burgoyne has marched to Boston to the tune of

Yankee Doodle." " For this and other offenses, we believe," says Mr. Eager, " Allen was sent to En-

gland in chains." Quite the contrary. He was sent to England in irons two years before, and had re-

turned to New York, where he was admitted to his parole. In January, 1777, he was ordered to reside

on Long Island ; and in August following he was sent to the provost jail, where he remained until ex-

changed in May, 1778.
^ These abatis were placed on the margin of the outlet of Lake Sinipink, near its center, the place from

which the view on page 163 was sketched.
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Attack on Forts Clinton and Montgomery. Flight of the Americans. Destruction of Vessels and the Chevaux de frise.

with great vigor on both sides. The British vessels under Commodore (afterward Admiral)

Hotham approached within cannon shot of the forts, and opened a desultory fire upon them,

and on some American vessels lying above the chevaux defrhe} At the same time, Count

Grabowski, a brave Pole, and Lord Rawdon, led the grenadiers to the charge on Fort Mont-

gomery. The battle continued until twilight, when the superior number of the assailants

obliged the patriots at both forts to give way, and attempt a scattered retreat or escape.

It was a cloudy evening, and the darkness came on suddenly. This favored the Americans

in their flight, and a lai'ge proportion of those who escaped the slaughter of the battle made
their way to the neighboring mountains in safety. The brothers who commanded the forts

escaped. General James Clinton was severely wounded in the thigh by a bayonet, but es-

caped to the mountains, and reached his residence in Orange county, sixteen miles distant,

the next day, where he was joined by his brother George, and about two hundred of the sur-

vivors of the battle. Lieutenant-colonels Livingston, Bruyn, and Claghery, and Majors

Hamilton and Logan, were made prisoners. The loss of the Americans in killed, wounded,

and prisoners, was about three hundred ; that of the British about one hundred and forty

in killed and wounded, among whom were Colonel Campbell and Count Grabowski.'^

Above the boom the Americans had two frigates, two galleys, and an armed sloop. On
the fall of the forts, the crews of these vessels spread their sails, and, slipping their cables,

attempted to escape up the river, but the wind was adverse, and they were obliged to aban-

don them. They set them on fire when they left, to prevent their falling into the hands of

the enemy. " The flames suddenly broke forth, and, as every sail was set, the vessels soon

became magnificent pyramids of fire. The reflection on the steep face of the opposite mount-

ain, and the long train of ruddy light which shone upon the water for a prodigious distance,

had a wonderful effect ; while the ear was awfully filled with the continued echoes from the

rocky shores, as the flames gradually reached the loaded cannons. The whole was sub-

limely terminated by the explosions, which left all again in darkness."^ Early in the morn-

October? i"o' ^hc obstructions in the river, which had cost the Americans a quarter of a
^^^^- million of dollars, Continental money, were destroyed by the British fleet. Fort

Constitution, opposite West Point, was abandoned, and the enemy had a clear

passage up the Hudson. Vaughan and Wallace ^-^Z sailed up the river upon their

marauding expedition, and, as we have before no-

ticed, burned Kingston, or Esopus. It was deemed

too late to assist Burgoyne by a junction with

him, for on that very day the second battle

of Stillwater, so disastrous to that com-

mander, was fought ; ten days aft-

erward he and his whole army / / ^ ^~~^
/y //y?^^

were captives. Yet the fall of (^^ JJ. uy . Oj-Cn/^^^^-eta^

the Highland forts was a seri-

ous blow to the Americans, for quite a large quantity of ordnance and ammunition was col-

lected there.*

1 An account in the Annual Register for 1778 says that the British galleys approached so near the forts

that the men could touch the walls with their oars ! Both forts were upon a precipice more than one hund-

red feet above the water, rather beyond the reach of oars of ordinary length.

2 Count Grabowski fell at the foot of the ramparts of Fort Montgomery, pierced by three bullets. He

gave his sword to a grenadier, with a request that he would convey it to Lord Rawdon, with the assurance

of the owner that he died as a brave soldier ought to.— Stedman, i., 362. A pile of stones still marks the

burial-place of the count.

3 Stedman, i., 364.
* The Americans lost 67 cannons in the forts, and over 30 in the vessels, making a total of more than 100

pieces. Also, 54 casks, 11 half barrels, and 12,236 pounds of loose powder, exclusive of what was in the

vessels. There were also 1852 cannon cartridges, and 57,396 for muskets. Also, 9530 i-ound cannon

shot, 886 double-headed, 2483 grape and case, and 36 cwt. of langridge ; 1279 pounds of musket balls,

116 pounds of buck shot, and 5400 flints. In addition to these were stores of various kinds, such as gun-

carriages, port-fires, tools, &c., in great plenty.
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Evening Voyage in a Fisherman's Shallop. Anthony's Nose. Peekskill. Situation of the Village.

It was almost sunset when I left the ruins of Fort Montgomery to seek for a waterman

to carry me to Peekskill, on the east side of the river, four miles distant. The regular fer-

ryman was absent on duty, and after considerable search, I procured, with difficulty, the

services of a fisherman to bear me to the distant village. We embarked at twilight—

a

glorious Indian summer twilight—the river as calm as a lake of the valley.

" The Dunderberg sat silently beneath

The snowy clouds, that form"d a vapory wreath

Above its peak. The Hudson swept along

Its mighty waters—oh ! had I a pen

Endued with master gifts and genius, then

Might I aspire to tell its praise in song."'

Tiio.MAS MacKellar.

The boat was a scaly aflair, and the piscatory odor was not very agreeable ; nevertheless,

I had no alternative, and, turning my eyes and nose toward the glowing heavens, I tried

to imagine myself in a rose-scented caique in the Golden Horn. I had half succeeded, when

three or four loud explosions, that shook the broad mountains and awoke an hundred echoes,

broke the charrn, and notified me that I was in a fisherman's shallop, and a little too near

for safety to St. Anthony's Nose,' where the constructors of the Hudson River rail-road, then

working day and night, were blasting an orifice through that nasal feature of the Highlands.

We sheered oft' toward the Dunderberg, and, shooting across Peekskill Bay, with the tide

flowing strongly down its eastern rim, I landed in time for a warm supper at the "Atlantic."

Early on the morning of the 27 th I made the sketch from Peekskill landing October,

printed on page 166, and then walked up to the village on the slopes and hills, by a ^^^^•

steep winding way that overlooks a deep ravine, wherein several iron founderies are nestled.

The town is romantically situated among the hills, and from some of its more prominent points

of view there are magnificent prospects of the river and Highland scenery in the vicinity.

Here, spreading out south and east for miles around, was the ancient manor of Cortlandt,*

stretching along and far above the whole eastern shore of Haverstraw Bay, and extending

back to the Connecticut line. The manor house, near the mouth of the Croton Pviver, is yet

standing. Within Peekskill village, opposite the West Chester County Bank, is the old Bird-

sail residence, a part of which, as seen in the picture upon the next page, is a grocery store.

This building was erected by Daniel Birdsall, one of the founders of the village. His store

was the first one erected there. ^ The owner and occupant, when I visited it, was a son of

' This is a hi^h rocky promontory, rising to an altitude of twelve hundred and eighty feet above the level

of the river, and situated directly opposite Fort Montgomery. The origin of its name is uncertain. The

late proprietor of the land, General Pierre Van Cortlandt, sa3-s, that before the Revolution, as Captain An-

thony Hoffans, the possessor of a remarkable nose, was sailing near the place, in his vessel, his mate looked

rather quizzically first at the hill, and then at the captain's nose. The captain comprehended the silent

allusion, and said, " Does that look like my nose? If it does, call it Anthony's Nose, if you please." The

story got abroad on shore, and it has since borne that name. Washington Irving, in his authentic history

of New York, by Diedrich Knickerbocker, gives it an earlier origin. He says that while the fiery-nosed

Anthony Van Corlear, the trumpeter of one of the Dutch governors, was standing one morning upon the

deck of an exploring vessel, while passing this promontory, a ray of the sun, darting over the peak, struck

the broad side of the"^ trumpeter's nose, and, glancing off into the water, killed a sturgeon ! What else could

the hill be called, under the circumstances, but Anthony^ s Nose ?

^ The Courtlandts, or Van Courtlandts, are descended from a noble Russian family. The orthography,

in the Dutch language, is properly korte-landt, meaning short land, a term expressing the peculiar form of

the ancient duchy of Courland in Russia. This domain constituted a portion of Livonia, but was conquered

by the Teutonic knights in 1561, and subsequently became a fief of Poland. It remained a short time in-

dependent, under itiT own dukes, after the fall of that power, but in 1795 it was united to Russia. The

dukes of Courland were represented in 1610 by the Right Honorable Steven Van Cortlandt, then residing

at Cortlandt, in South Holland. He was the father of Oloff Stevenson Van Cortlandt, the first lord of the

manor, of that name, on the Hudson.
» The first settlement at Peekskill commenced one mile north of the present village, near the head wa-

ters of the creek. The name is derived from John Peek, one of the early Dutch navigators, who, mistaking

the creek for the course of the river, ran his yacht ashore where the first settlement was commenced. The

settlement of the present village was commenced in 1764.—Bolton's History of West Chester, i., 63.

II. M
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The Birdsall House. An Octogenarian. Van Cortlandt House. Philip Van Cortlandt.

The Birdsall House.

the first owner, and was then eighty years of age. His lady, many years his junior, kindly

showed me the different apartments made memorable by the presence and occupancy of dis-

tinguished men in the Revolution. It was occupied

-^-SiSi#='';^ * by Washington when the head-quarters of the army

were there ; and the rooms are pointed out which

were used by the chief and La Fayette as sleeping

apartments. Chairs, a table, and an old clock which

has told the hours for more than eighty years, are

still there ; and in the parlor where Whitefield once

preached, I sat and sketched one of the pieces of this

venerable furniture. This old mansion, projecting

into and marring the regularity of the street, is an

eyesore to the villagers, and when the present owner

shall depart, no doubt this relic will be removed by

the desecrating hand of improvement.

On leaving the Birdsall House, I proceeded to visit another octogenarian named Sparks,

whose boyhood and long life have been passed in Peekskill. I found him silting in the sun,

upon his stoop, reading a newspaper without glasses, and his little grandson, a fair-haired

child, playing at his feet. For an hour I sat and listened to his tales of the olden times,

and of scenes his eyes had w^itnessed. He had often seen Washington and his suite at the

Birdsall House, and well remembers Putnam, Heath, M'Dougall, and other officers whose

quarters were at Peekskill. He never became a soldier, and saw only one battle during the

war. That occurred near the Van Cortlandt House, two miles east of Peekskill, between

some American pickets at the foot of Gallows Hill, and a picket guard of the enemy at the

base of the eminences opposite. They w^ere too near each other to keep quiet, and a skir-

mish at length ensued. " They made a great smoke and noise," said Mr. Sparks, " but

nobody was hurt except by fright." Pointing to a huge oak standing near the Peekskill

Academy on Oak Hill, and in full view of our resting-place, he related the circumstance of

the execution of a British spy, named Daniel Strang, upon that tree. He was a Tory, and

was found lurking about the American army at Peekskill vi^ith enlisting orders sewed up in

his clothes. I left the vigorous old man to enjoy the warm sunlight and his newspaper

alone, and procuring a conveyance, rode out to Van Cortlandt's house ; the church-yard,

where rest the remains of one of Andre's captors ; Gallows Hill, famous as the camping-

ground of Putnam for a short period during the Revolution, and to Continental Village, the

scene of one of Tryon's marauding expeditions.

Van Cortlandt's house is situated in the midst of one of the fine estates of that family.'

It is a brick mansion, and was erected in 1773. It stands in the center of a pleasant lawn,

shaded by locust trees, on the north side of the post-road. It was occupied by Washington,

for a brief space, as head-quarters ; and there the Van Cortlandt family resided in safety,

' General Philip Van Cortlandt was the last possessor of the manor house, near Croton, by entail. He
was born in the city of New York on the 1st of September, ^^ y>^ y^
1749, and was reared at the manor house. At nineteen, he >^A^ /'^^^^!^«^>^ >j/^^2_-___
commenced business as a land surveyor, but when the Revo- "*' ' r^

lution broke out, agreeing in sentiment with his father, Honorable Pierre Van Cortlandt, he joined the Re-

publican army. His Tory relatives tried to dissuade him from his purpose, and Governor Tryon forwarded

him a major's commission in the Cortlandt militia. He tore it in pieces, and accepted a lieutenant col-

onel's commission in the Continental army. He was appointed a colonel in 1776, and in that capacity

served at the battles of Stillwater. He also served against the Indians on the New York frontier in 1778,

and in 1779—80 was a member of the court martial convened for the trial of Arnold. He commanded a

regiment of militia under La Fayette in 1780, and for his gallant conduct at the siege of Yorktown he wa.*;

promoted to a brigadier's- command. The seven hundred British and Hessian prisoners of war were in-

trusted to his care on their march to Fredericktown. He was for sixteen years a member of Congress, but

in 1811 declined a re-election. General Van Cortlandt accompanied La Fayette in his tour through the

United States in 1824. He died at the manor house, at Croton, November 21st, 1831, at the age of eighty-

two. With him expired the property entail.
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The Cortlandt Manor House. Paulding's Monument, and St. Peter's Church. Gallows Hill.

while desolation was rife around them. When I visited the mansion, General Pierre Van
Cortlandt, the late owner (brother of General Philip Van Cortlandt, of the manor October,

house), had been dead but a few months. Many of the family portraits were yet ^^'*^-

there, some of them more than one hundred years old. They have since been removed to

the old manor house at Croton. The mansion which we are considering was occupied for

a while by General MDougall's advanced guard, when the British took possession of Peeks-

kill in March, 1777, an event that will be noticed presently. The old oak tree is standing

in a field a little eastward of the house, which was used for the purpose of a military whip-

ping-post during the encampment there. It is green and vigorous, and so regular are its

branches, that, when in full foliage, its form, above the trunk, is a perfect sphere.

Upon a knoll, a little eastward of Van Cortlandt's house, is an ancient wooden church,

erected in 1767 for worship, according to the rituals of the Church of England. Within

its grave-yard, which spreads over the

knoll westward, is the monument erect-

ed to the memory of John Paulding,

one of the captors of Andre, by the cor-

poration of the city ofNew York. The
monument is constructed of West Ches-

ter marble, in the most simple form,

consisting of a pedestal surmounted by

a cone. It is massive, and so con-

-SKPt'' ' w 3sam I ^ V I

'
structed as to last for ages. The base

^T "^^ ^ — «!5yi,r'', '^^' of the pedestal covers a square of seven

feet, and is surrounded by a strong iron

railing. The height is about thirteen

feet. One side of the monument ex-

hibits a representation, in low relief, of

the face of the medal voted by Con-

gress to each of the captors of Andre ; the other side exhibits the reverse of the medal. The

main inscription is upon the western panel of the pedestal.^

From the old church-yard I rode to the summit of Gallows Hill, a lofty ridge on the

north, and bared of trees by the hand of cultivation. It is famous as a portion of the camp-

ground of the division of the American army under Putnam in 1777, and also as the place

where a spy was executed, from which circumstance the hill derives its name. Leaving my
vehicle at the gate of a farm-house by the road side, I crossed the fields to the place designated

by tradition as the spot where the old chestnut-tree stood, near which the spy was hanged.

It is about one hundred rods west of the road, on the southeastern slope of the hill, and is

marlfed by a huge bowlder lying upon the surface, by the side of which is the decayed trunk

^ The site of this church and the grave-yard was a gift of Andrew Johnson, of Perth Amboy, New Jer-

sey. The parish was called St. Peter's ; and this and the parish of St. Philip, in the Highlands, were en-

dowed with two hundred acres of land by Colonel Beverly Robinson.

* The following are the inscriptions :

North side.—"Here repose the mortal remains of John Paulding, who died on the 18th day of Feb-

ruary, 1818, in the 60th year of his age."

West side.—"On the morning of the 23d of September, 1780, accompanied by two young farmers of

the county of West Chester (whose names will one day be recorded on their own deserved monuments), he

intercepted the British spy, Andre. Poor himself, he disdained to acquire wealth by the sacrifice of his

COUNTRY. Rejecting the temptation of great rewards, he conveyed his prisoner to the American camp;

and, by this act of noble self-denial, the treason of Arnold was detected ; the designs of the enemy baffled

:

West Point and the American Army saved ; and these United States, now by the grace of God Free and

Independent, rescued from most imminent peril."

South side.—"The Corporation of the city of New York erected this tomb as a memorial sacred to

PUBLIC GRATITUDE."

The monument was erected in 1827 ; the cone was placed on the pedestal on the 22d of November of

that year, in the presence of a large concourse of citizens, who were addressed by William Paulding, then

Mayor of New York. A copy of the medal presented to the captors of Andre may be found on page 205

riE«T, AnD St. Peter s Cr
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Execution place of a Spy. Putnam's laconic Letter. View from Gallows Hill. Relative importance of Peekakill.

of a chestnut, as seen in the picture,' said to be a sprout of the memorable tree. The name of

the spy was Edmund Palmer. He was an athletic young

man, connected by nature and affection with some of the

most respectable families in West Chester, and had a wife

and children. He was arrested on suspicion, and enlisting •

papers, signed by Governor Tryon, were found upon his per-

son. It was also ascertained that he was a lieutenant in

a Tory company. These and other unfavorable circum-

stances made it clear that he was a spy, and on that charge he

was tried, found guilty, and condemned to be hung. His young

wife pleaded for his life, but the dictates of the stern policy of war made Put-

nam inexorable. Sir Henry Clinton sent a flag to the American commander,

claiming Palmer as a British officer, and menacing the Republicans with his se-

verest wralh if he was not delivered up. Putnam's sense of duty was as deaf to the

menaces of the one as to the tears of the other, and he sent to Clinton the follow-

ing laconic reply :

" Head-quarters, 7th August, 1777.

" Sir,—Edmund Palmer, an officer in the enemy's service, was taken as a spy, lurking

within our lines. He has been tried as a spy, condemned as a spy, and shall be executed

as a spy ; and the flag is ordered to depart immediately. Israel Putnam.
" P.S.—He has been accordingly executed."

From the top of Gallows Hill there is a glorious prospect of the surrounding country, par-

ticularly southward, in which direction the eye takes in glimpses of Peekskill village, the

river and its rocky shores on the west, and the fertile estates of West Chester as far as the

high groimds of Tarrytown. On the southeast of the ridge is the beautiful undulating

Peekskill Hollow, and on the north, between it and the rough turrets of the Highland tow-

ers, is scooped the Canopus Valley, deep and rich, wherein is nestled Continental Village,

the scene of one of Tryon's desolating expeditions. We are upon historic ground ; let us

open the chronicle for a few moments.

In view of the relative position of the belligerent armies at the opening of 1777, Peeks-

kill was regarded by the commander-in-chief as a very important post. Believing that the

chief design of the next campaign would be, on the part of the enemy, to accomplish a junc-

tion of the forces under Sir William Howe at New York and an army preparing in Canada

March 12 ^*^i' invasion, Washington wrote, in a letter to General Schuyler, as follows :
" Un-

^^^^- der these considerations, I can not help thinking much too large a part of our force

is directed to Ticonderoga. Peekskill appears to me a much more proper place, where, if

the troops are drawn together, they will be advantageously situated to give support to any

of the Eastern or Middle States. Should the enemy's design be to penetrate the country up
the North River, they will be well posted to oppose them ; should they attempt to pene-

trate into New England, they will be well stationed to cover it ; if they move westward,

the Eastern and Southern troops can easily form a junction ; and besides, it will oblige the

enemy to have a much stronger garrison at New York."^ With these views, the command-
er-in-chief determined to collect a respectable force at Peekskill. This was done as speedily

as possible, and General Heath, of Massaehusetts, was placed in command. This officer

was obliged to return to his state, and the command devolved upon General M'Dougall."

* Near this bowlder a gallows, rudely constructed of logs, was erected, on which the spy was hnng. It

remained there for several years afterward, an object of superstitious dread to the country people who were
ebliged to pass it in the night. = Sparks's Washington, iv., 359.

^ Alexander M'Dougall was the son of a Scotchman from the ^^
Lowlands, who came to America about twenty years before the /zJ.,^/c^f'*2^y^2Sjd^r'f-'<_^eXj^-^^
Revolution broke out, and commenced business in the city of ^
New York. The date of his birth is not known. He became a zealous Whig during the years immedi-
ately preceding the Revolution, and when the war broke out he joined the army. In Aujust, 1776, he was
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Stratagem of Sir William Howe. Invasion of Peekskill. Destruction of Stores. Destruction of Continental Village.

Cattle and military stores, in large quantities, were collected at Peekskill and in the vicin-

ity ; and the post, not being very strongly manned, at '..acted the attention of the enemy. Sir

William Howe projected a scheme to capture or destroy them. Stratagem was a part of

his plan. He caused a conversation on the subject to be held in the hearing of an Amer-

ican officer who had been captured at Fort Washington, in which it was arranged that an

excursion was to be made into the country by three divisions : one to go up the Sound and

land at Mamaroneck, another to march up the center road by Kingsbridge, and a third to

ffo up the Hudson and land at Tarrytown. The officer was soon afterward released, and

escorted with a flag to the American lines. The object was to have him report the con-

versation, and thus draw off General MDougall's attention from the real point of attack.

M'Dougall had only two hundred and fifty eflective men, too few to attempt opposition. He
immediately commenced sending his stores to Forts Clinton and Montgomery for safety, but

before he had accomplished his design, ten sail of British vessels appeared off Tarrytown,

and two went up to Haverstraw Bay, at a point twelve miles below Peekskill. March 22,

The next day the whole fleet anchored in Peekskill Bay ; and at one o'clock, five
^^^^•

hundred men, in eight flat-boats, under the command of Colonel Bird, landed at Lent's

Cove, on the south side of the bay. They had four pieces of light artillery, drawn by the

sailors. General M'Dougall retreated to Gallows Hill and vicinity, giving. directions for de-

stroying such stores as could not be removed. At the same time, he sent a dispatch to

Lieutenant-colonel Willett, at Fort Constitution, to leave a subaltern's command there, and

hasten to his assistance. The British held possession of the town until next day,
' March 24

when a detachment advanced toward the Highlands. These were attacked by

Colonel Willett, and a smart skirmish ensued. The detachment retreated back to the main

body of the enemy, and in the evening, favored by the light of the moon, they all embarked

and sailed down the river. Their object, the destruction of the stores, was partially accom-

plished, but not by their own hands. They had nine of their number killed in the skirmish

with Willett, and four at the verge of the creek, while attempting to burn some boats. The

Americans had one man killed by a cannon shot.' Two or three houses were burned, and

about forty sheep, furnished by the Tories, were carried oiT.

Near the banks of Canopus Creek, and overlooked by Gallows Hill, is Continental Vil-

lage. It is about three miles from Peekskill, at the main entrance to the Highland passes

northward. There, in 1777, were constructed barracks sufficient to accommodate two thou-

sand men. A large number of cattle, and a great quantity of military stores under the

charge of Major Campbell, were collected there. Two small redoubts were erected on the

high ground, for the double purpose of protecting the public property and guarding the mount-

ain road. Hither, on the morning of the 9th of October, three days after the capture

of Forts Clinton and Montgomery, General Tryon was detached with Emerick's chas-

seurs and other Germans, with a three-pounder, to destroy the settlement. He accomplished

the object most effectually. The barracks, and nearly every house in the little village, to-

gether with the public stores, were consumed, and many of the cattle were slaughtered.

The inhabitants fled to the hills, while the few troops that were left when Putnam and the

main force retired to Fishkill on the fall of the mountain fortresses, were compelled to fly

for safety. In a few hours the smiling little valley was a scene of utter desolation.^ Gen-

appointed II brigadier, and in October, 1777, he was promoted to the rank of major general. He com-

manded in the action near White Plains, and was in the battle at Germantown in the autumn of 1777. In

1781 he was elected to a seat in the Continental Congress, and was afterward a member of the New York

State Senate. He died in June, 1786.
^ General M'Dougall's MS. Letter of March 29, 1777, (]uoted by Sparks.

* The feelings of Tryon toward the Republicans may be learned from a letter of his, written a few -weeks

after this transaction, in reply to one of remonstrance on the part of General Parsons. "I have," he says.

" the candor enough to assure you, as much as I abhor every principle of inhumanity or ungenerous con-

duct, I should, were I in more authority, burn every committee-man's house within my reach, as I deem those

agents the wicked instruments of the continued calamities of this country ; and in order sooner to purge

this country of them, I am willing to give twenty-five dollars for every acting committee-man who shall be

delivered up to the king's troops."
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Peekskill possessed by the Americans. The Soldier's Spring. Verplanck's Point. Hudson and the Indians.

eral Parsons' marched down from Fishkill with two thousand men a few days afterward,

and took possession of Peekskill. From that

, ^ time it was the scene of no stirring military

I %~'^ '''/ ^/Yl/^^ events, other than those incident to the brief

6^^A?^^ c/» ~ CZ^^ftJ V encampment of regiments or divisions of the

American army.

After sketching the only prominent object on the site of poor Palmer's gallows, I resumed

the reins, and, when part way down the northern slope of the ridge, turned up a green lane

near the Soldier's Spring'^ to the farm-house of Mr. Lent, to inquire for an aged couple of

that name. Informed that they lived at a little village called Oregon, a mile and a half

distant, I returned to Peekskill Hollow, and proceeded thither. My journey was fruitless

of information. They were, indeed, a venerable pair ; one aged eighty-four, and the other

eighty-three years.

After dinner at Peekskill, I rode down to Verplanck's Point, eight miles below. ^ It was

Octobers? ^ lovely afternoon; a fine road amid ever-varying scenery, and every rock, and
1848. knoll, and estuary of the river clustered over with historic associations, made the

journey of an hour one of great pleasure and interest. Verplanck's Point is the termination

of a peninsula of gently rolling land, gradually ascending from the neck toward the shore,

where it ends in a bluff, from thirty to fifty feet high. Here, during the memorable season

of land and town speculation, when the water-lot mania emulated that of the tulip and
L636 •

the South Sea games, a large village was mapped out, and one or two fine mansions

were erected. The bubble burst, and many fertile acres there, where corn and potatoes

once yielded a profit to the cultivator, are scarred and made barren by intersecting streets,

not depopulated, but wwpopulated, save by the beetle and grasshopper. On the brow of

In allusion to this and kindred expeditions, Trumbull makes Malcom say,

" Behold, like whelps of Britain's lion,

Our warriors, Clinton, Vaughan, and Tryon,

March forth with patriotic joy

To ravish, plunder, and destroy.

Great gen'rals, foremost in their nation,

The journeymen of Desolation !

Like Sampson's foxes, each assails,

Let loose with fire-brands in their tails.

And spreads destruction more forlorn

Than they among Philistines' corn."

M'FiNGAL, Canto iv.

' Samuel Holden Parsons was a native of Connecticut, and one of a committee of correspondence in

that state before the commencement of the war. He was appointed a brigadier general by Congress in

August, 1776, and served his country faithfully during the contest. Under his direction, the successful ex-

pedition of Colonel Meigs against the enemy at Sag Harbor, on Long Island, in 1777, was sent out. He
was appointed a commissioner to negotiate with the Western Indians in 1785. In 1787, he was appointed

one of the judges of the Northwestern Territory. He was drowned in the Ohio, in December, 1789.
^ This is a little fountain bubbling up by the road side, and named The Soldier^s Spring, from the circum-

stance that an American soldier, while retreating before the enemy, stooped at the fountain to quench his

thirst. While so doing, a cannon ball, that struck the hills above him, glanced obliquely, bit and shattered

his thigh, and left him dying beside the clear waters. He was conveyed in a wagon that passed soon aft-

erward, to Fishkill, where he expired.

^ This was the point off which Henry Hudson's vessel, the Half Moon, came first to anchor after leaving

the mouth of the river. The Highland Indians, filled with wonder, came flocking to the ship in boats, but

their curiosity ended in a tragedy. One of them, overcome by acquisitiveness, crawled up the rudder, en-

tered the cabin window, and stole a pillow and a few articles of wearing apparel. The mate saw the thief

pulling his bark for land, and shot at and killed him. The ship's boat was sent for the stolen articles, and

when one of the natives, who had leaped into the water, caught hold of the side of the shallop, his hand was
cut off by a sword, and he was drowned. This was the first blood shed by these voyagers. Intelligence

of this spread over the country, and the Indians hated the white man, afterward, intensely.

The exceedingly tortuous creek which traverses the marsh southward of Verplanck's Point was called, by

the Indians, Meahagh, and this was the name which they gave to the peninsula. It was purchased of

the Indians by Stephanus Van Cortlandt in 1683. From him it passed into the possession of his son Johan-

nes, whose only daughter and heiress, Gertrude, married Philip Verplanck, from whom it acquired its pres-

ent appellation.
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the Point, near the western extremity, and overlooking the water, a small fortification, called

Fort Fayette, was erected. It was an eligible site for a fort ; and, in connection with the

fortress on the rocky promontory opposite, was capable of being made a formidable defense

at this, the lower gate of the Hudson Highlands. These two promontories make the river
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quite narrow, and, if well fortified, might defy the passage of any number of hostile vessels.'

The site of Fort Fayette is distinctly traceable in the orchard upon the high grounds in the

rear of Mr. Bleakly's store upon the vk^harf. The mounds and fosse of the main fort, as it

was enlarged and strengthened by the British, and also the embankments of the smaller out-

works, are quite prominent in many places.

The small forts at Verplanck's and Stony Points were captured by the enemy commanded

by Sir Henry Clinton in person, on the 1st of June, 1779. The garrison of Stony Point

consisted of only about forty men, and that at Verplanck's of seventy men, commanded by

Captain Armstrong. As these forts secured a free communication between the troops of

New England and those of the central and southern portions of the confederacy, Clinton de-

termined to dislodge the Americans therefrom. Accordingly, on the 30th of May, he sailed

up the river with a strong force, accompanied by General Vaughan ;
the flotilla was com-

manded by Admiral Collier. They landed in two divisions on the morning of the
^^^^ ^^^^

31st, the one under Vaughan, on the east side, eight miles below Verplanck's, and

the other under Clinton, on the west side, a little above Haverstraw. The garrison at

Stony Point retired to the Highlands on the approach of the enemy, and the fort changed

masters without bloodshed. The next morning, the guns of the captured fortress, and the

cannons and mortars dragged up during the night, were pointed toward Fort Fayette oppo-

site, and a heavy cannonade was opened upon it. Unable to make a respectable resistance

to this assault, and attacked in the rear by Vaughan's division, the little garrison surrendered

themselves prisoners of war.' The loss of these forts was greatly lamented by Washington,

* This map shows the relative position of Verplanck's and Stony Points, and of the forts in the time of

the Revohition. A represents the position and form of the fort on Stony Point ; B, General Wayne's right

column, and C his left column, when he stormed the ramparts and fort ; and D shows the site of Fort Fay-

ette, on the east side of the river.

* The following were the terms of capitulation

:

" On tlie glacis of Fort Fayette, June ^ st, 1779.

"His excellency Sir Henry CHnton and Commodore Sir George Collier grant to the garrison of Fort La

Fayette terms of safety to the persons and property (contained in the fort) of the garrison, they surrender-

ing themselves prisoners of war. The officers shall be permitted to wear their side-arms.
" John Andre, Aid-de-camp.'"
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and his first care was to make an effort to recover them, for West Point was now in danger.

The main body of the American army was moved from Middlebrook toward the Highlands,

and Washington estabUshed his quarters at Smith's Clove, far in the rear of Haverstraw.'

Sir Henry Clinton gave orders for the immediate strengthening of the forts, and to guard

the detachments left for the purpose, he descended the river with his army only as far as

Phillipsburgh, now Yonkers.

On the 23d of June, Washington established his head-

quarters at New Windsor, leaving General Putnam in

command of the main army at Smith's Clove. General

M'Dougall was transferred to the command at West Point

;

the garrisons at Constitution Island, and at the redoubts

oppcsite West Point, were strengthened ; the road to Fish-

kill was well guarded, and three brigades were placed un-

der the command of General Heath, who had lately been

ordered from Boston. On the 1st of July, General Wayne
was appointed to the command of the light infantry of the

line, and was stationed in the vicinity of the Dunderberg,
Kkar View at Stony Point.' _ , ^ , ,

-^
. ^ ,

between J^ort Montgomery and the mam army at the

Clove. The British had now greatly enlarged and strengthened the two forts in question,

well supplied thetn with ammunition and stores, and had them strongly garrisoned. The

force at Stony Point consisted of the seventeenth regiment of foot, the grenadier companies

of the seventy-first, and some artillery ; the whole under the command of Lieutenant-colonel

Johnson of the seventh. The garri.?on at Verplanck's was commanded by Lieutcnant-col-

©nel Webster, and was quite equal in force to that at Stony Point. Several small British

vessels of war were anchored in the bay within close cannon shot of the forts. Such was

the situation of the two armies, when the attack of the Americans under Wayne and Howe

upon Stony Point and Verplanck's Point was planned and executed by order of Washington.

On the morning of the 1 5th of July, all the Massachusetts light infantry were

marched to the quarters of Wayne at Sandy Beach, fourteen miles from Stony Point.

At meridian on that exceedingly sultry day, the whole body moved through narrow defiles,

over rough crags, and across deep morasses, in single file, and at eight in the evening ren-

dezvoused a mile and a half below Stony Point. There they remained until General Wayne

and several officers returned from reconnoitering the works of the enemy, when they were

formed into column, and moved silently forward under the guidance of a negro slave belong-

ing to a Captain Lamb who resided in the neighborhood.^

The position of the fortress was such that it seemed almost impregnable. Situated upon

a huge rocky bluffy an island at high water, and always inaccessible dry-shod, except across

* Smith's Clove extends northward from the Ramapo Valley, not far fiora Turner's station on the Erie

rail-road.

* This sketch presents a rear view of the old embankments of the fort, and of tlie light-house, which is seen

by all travelers upon the river, just before entering the Highlands. The beacon stands exactly in the center

of the fort, upon the site of the magazine. There was a covered way toward the water on the north side

of the hill, and about twenty yards in the rear are some prominent remains of the ravelins which extended

across the point.

3 jVIr. Tea Eyck, the old ferryman at Stony Point, informed me that he knew this negro well. His name

was Pompey, and for his services on that night his master gave him a horse to ride, and never exacted any

labor from him afterward. Pompey's master was a warm Whig, and himself was a shrewd negro. Soon

after the enemy took possession of the Point, Pompey ventured to go to the fort with strawberries to sell.

He was kindly j-eceived ; and as the season advanced, and berries and cherries became plentiful, he carried

on an extensive traffic with the garrison, and became a favorite with the officers, who had no suspicion that

he was regularly reporting every thing to his Whig master. Finally, Pompey informed them that his mas-

ter would not allow him to come with fruit in the daytime, for it was hoeing-corn season. Unwilling to

lose their supply of luxuries, the officei-s gave Pompey the countersign regularly, so that he could pass the

sentinels in the evening. He thus possessed a knowledge of the countersign on the night of the attack, and

made "ood use of it. That countersign was, " The fort's our own," and this was the watch-word of the

Americans when they scaled the ramparts.
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a narrow causeway ia the rear, it was strongly defended by outworks and a double row of

abatis. Upon three sides of the rock were the waters of the Hudson, an;' .\ the fourth

was a morass, deep and dangerous. But Wayne was not easily deterred by obstacles
;
and

tradition avers, that while conversing with Washington on the subject of this expedition, he

remarked, with emphasis, " General, I'll storm hell li you will only plan it." He possessed

the true fire of the flint, and was always governed by the maxim, " Where there's a will

there's a way." He resolved to storm the fort at all hazards, and only waited for the ebb-

ino- of the tide, and the deep first slumber of the garrison, to move toward the fortress.

Generai, Wayne. 1

' Anthony Wayne was born in the town.sliip of

Eastown, in Chester county, Pennsylvania, on the 1st

of January, 1745. He was educated in Philadelphia,

and having studied mathematics with care, he opened

a surveyor's office in his native town. He was sent

to Nova Scotia in 1765, to locate a grant of land from

the crown to several gentlemen in Pennsylvania. They

made Wayne superintendent of the settlement. This

post he held until 1767, when he returned home, mar-

ried a young lady in Philadelphia, and resumed his

profession as surveyor. In 1773, he was appointed a

representative to the general Assembly of his state.

He quitted the council for the field in 1775, where he

was appointed a colonel in the Continental army, and

went to Canada with General Thomas. At the close

of the campaign there in 1776, he was promoted to

briiiadier general. He was with the commander-in-

chief at Brandywine, Germantown, and jNIonmouth, in

all of which engagements he was distinguished for his

valor. The capture of Stony Point raised him to the

highest mark in the admiration of his countrymen. In

1781, he went with the Pennsylvania line to the South,

and in Virginia co-operated with La Fayette. After

the capture of Cornwallis, he was sent to conduct the

war in Georgia, and was very successful. As a re-

ward for his services, the Legislature of Georgia made

him a present of a valuable farm. He was a member of the Pennsylvania Convention that ratified the Fed-

eral Constitution. In 1792 he succe^-ded St. C'air in the command of the arp-y to be employed against

the Western Ind ns, and ?. ined a o ;at victot over the in the I ,tle of th< Miamis, .August i794.

He concluded a eaty wit' the Indit s in Aug -it, 1795. vVhile en-

gaged in the public service, and returning home from the West, he

was seized with the gout, and died in a hut at Presque Isle, in De-

cember, 1796, aged fifty-one years. He was buried, at his own re-

quest, under the flag-staff of the fort, on the shore of Lake Erie, from

whence his remains were conveyed in 1809, by his son, Colonel Isaac

Wayne, to Radnor church-yard, in Delaware county. The venerable

church, near which the body of the hero lies, was erected in 1717.

The Pennsylvania State Society of the Cincinnati caused a handsome

monument of white marble to be erected over his remains, upon which

are the following inscriptions :

North front.— '• Major-general Anthony Wayne was born at

Waynesborough,* in Chester county. State of Pennsylvania, A.D.

1745. After a life of honor and usefulness, he died in December,

1796, at a military post on the shore of Lake Erie, commander-in-

chief of the army of the United States. His military achievements

are consecrated in the history of his country and in the hearts of his

countrymen. His remains are here interred."

South front.—" In honor of the distinguished military services

of Major-general Anthony Wayne, and as an affectionate tribute of

respect to his memory, this stone was erected by his companions in

arms, the Pennsylvania State Society of the Cincinnati, July 4, A.D. 1809, thirty-fourth anniversary of the

^dependence of the United States of America ; an event which constitutes the most appropriate eulogium

of an American soldier and patriot."

* This is an error. His birth-place was about a mile and a quarter south of the PaoH tavern.

~~^

—4^

Wayne's Monument.
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i

It was half past eleven o'clock at night when the Americans commenced their silent

march toward the fort. All the dogs in the neighborhood had been killed the day before,

that their barking might not give notice of strangers near. The negro, with two strong men
disguised as farmers, advanced

alone. The countersign was

given to the first sentinel, on the

high ground west of the morass,

and while he was conversing

with Pompey, the men seized

and gagged him. The silence

of the sentinel at the causeway

was secured in the same manner,

and as soon as the tide ebbed suf-

ficiently, the whole of Wayne's

little army, except a detachment

of three hundred men under

General Muhlenburg, who re-

mained in the rear as a reserve,

crossed the morass to the foot

of the western declivity of the

promontory, unobserved by the enemy. The troops were now divided into two columns
;

the van of the right, consisting of one hundred and fifty volunteers, under Lieutenant-colonel

De Fleury, and that of the left, of one hundred volunteers, under Major Stewart, each with

unloaded muskets and fixed bayonets. An avant-guard of twenty picked men for each

company, under Lieutenants Gibbons and Knox, preceded them, to remove the abatis and

other obstructions. These vans composed the forlorn hope on that memorable night.

At a little past midnight the advanced parties moved silently to the charge, one company

on the southern, and the other toward the northern portion of the height. They were fol-

lowed by the two main divisions ; the right, composed of the regiments of Febiger and Meigs,

being led by General Wayne in person. The left was composed of Colonel Butler's regi-

ment, and two companies under Major Murfey. The Americans Avere undiscovered until

within pistol shot of the pickets upon the heights, when a skirmish ensued between the sen-

tinels and the advanced guards. The pickets fired several shots, but the Americans, true

to orders, relied entirely upon the bayonet, and pressed forward with vigor. The garrison

was aroused from their slumbers, and instantly the deep silence of the night was broken by

the roll of the drum, the loud cry To arms! to arms! the rattle of musketry from the

ramparts and behind the abatis, and the roar of cannon, charged with the deadly grape-shot,

from the embrasures." In the face of this terrible storm, the Americans forced their way, at

^V

View of Stony Point from the Soutitwest.'

' This view shows a large portion of the morass, and the place where the assaulting party divided and

prepared for an attack upon the fort, which was situated where the light-house is seen. The place of the

causeway is on the left, denoted by the cattle. When 1 made this sketch it was quite high water, and the

morass, there about one hundred feet wide, was almost covered. There was another place near the river

shore, on the riirht, where the Point was accessible at times. It is distinguished in the sketch by the nar-

row strip of land extending nearly across the mouth of the morass. Upon this the enemy had dug pits and

placed .sharpened stakes within them, so that, had the Americans attempted to reach the Point by that way

many would have been impaled. The position of the Americans in the attack, and of the outworks and the

abatis, will be better understood by a reference to the map on a preceding page.

* Mr. Headley, in his Washington and his Generals, i., 326, has the following paragraph: "The water

around them was driven into spray by the grape-shot and balls that fell in an incessant shower, while the

hissino-, burstini? shells, traversing the air in every direction, added inconceivable terror to the scene."

From a personal examination of the ground, I know that not a single shot, unless accidentally interrupted

in its progress, could have touched the waters of the morass from the elevated works ; and in none of the

official accounts of the assault and defense have I seen any mention of a bomb-shell being thrown. Indeed

there was nothino- ao-ainst which to hurl those murderous missiles except the innocent hills in the rear, for

the assailants were at the verge of the works before the garrison was aroused. Historic truth is greatly



OF THE REVOLUTION. 179

Wayne wounded. His Bravery. Surrender of the Fort. Wayne's laconic Dispatch.

the point of the bayonet, through every obstacle, until the van of each column met in the

center of the works, where each arrived at the same time.' At the inner abatis, Wayne
was struck upon the head by a musket ball, which brought him upon his knees. His two

brave aids, Fishbow and Archer, raised him to his feet, and carried him gallantly through

the works. Believing himself mortally wounded, the general exclaimed, as he arose, " March

on ! carry me into the fort, for I will die at the head of my column !" But the wound was

not very severe, and he was able to join in the loud huzzas that arose when the two col-

umns met as victors within the fort. Colonel De Fleury first entered the works, and struck

the British standard with his own hands. The garrison surrendered at discretion as pris-

oners of war, and that brilliant achievement was rendered the more glorious for the clem-

ency which the victors exercised toward the vanquished. Not a life was taken after the

flag was struck and the garrison had pleaded for quarters. Wayne had but fifteen killed

and eighty-three wounded ; the British had sixty-three killed ;^ and Johnson, the commander,

with five hundred and forty-three officers and men, were made prisoners. The ships of the

enemy lying in the river in front of Stony Point slipped their cables and moved down to a

place of security. Before daylight, Wayne sent to the commander-in-chief the brief but

comprehensive reply, of which a fac simile is here given :

V.^^^^^>^Jl^7r^.
,^^-<^n^^

injured by thus allowing the imagination to put its high-wrought creations in the place of facts, and a col-

oring of justice is thereby given to the sweeping assertion of Byron, who said, " All history is but a splendid

fiction." The fanciful rhetorician should always be subservient to the plain historian when recording facts.

' Wayne's official dispatch, dated at Stony Point, July 17, 1779.
^ This is the number given in the American account. Colonel Johnson, in his official dispatch, says he

had only twenty killed.
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At dawn the next morning the cannons of the captured fort were turned upon the enemy's

works at Verplanck's Point under Colonel Wehster, and a desultory bombardment was kept

up during the day. Major-general Robert Howe had been sent to attack Fort Fayette, but

on account of delays, and some misconceptions of Washington's orders, he did not make the

attack in time to dislodge the garrison. News of Webster's critical situation and the cap-

ture of Stony Point was speedily communicated to Sir Henry Clinton, and he immediately

sent relief to the menaced garrison at Verplanck's. Howe withdrew, and the enterprise

was abandoned.
.

Washington, clearly perceiving the danger of attempting to retain the post at Stony Pomt

Gold Medal awarded by Congress to General Wayne.'

with so few troops as could be employed in the service, concluded to order an evacuation,

and a destruction of the works after the ordnance and stores should be removed. This was

accordingly done on the night of the eighteenth. All that was originally intended

July, 1779.
^^^ accomplished, namely, the destruction of the works and the seizure of the ar-

tillery and stores. A large portion of the heavy ordnance was placed upon a galley to be

convey I to West Point. As soon as the vessel moved, a cannonade from Verplanck's and

the B; ,ish shipping was commenced upon it. A heavy shot from the Vulture struck it be-

low water-mark, and the galley went down at tlie point just above Caldwell's Landing,

where speculation recently made credulity seek for treasures in a sunken vessel alleged to

have belonged to the famous Captain Kidd. If, as asserted, a cannon was drawn up from

a vessel lying at the bottom of the river there, it was doubtless one of the pieces taken from

Stony Point, and the " ship's timbers" there discovered are the remains of the old galley.

The "treasures," if secured, would be of little worth in these "piping times of peace."

The British repossessed themselves of Stony Point on the 20th, but they had little of value

left them but the eligible site for a fortification.

"The storming and capture of Stony Point, regarded as an exhibition of skill and indom-

itable courage, was one of the most brilliant events of the war. General Wayne, the leader

' This is a representation of the medal, the size of the original. On one side is a device representing an

Indian queen crowned, a quiver on her back, and wearing a short apron of feathers. A mantle hangs from

her waist behind, the upper end of which appears as if passed through the girdle of her apron, and hangs

gracefully by her left side. With her right hand she is presenting a wreath to General Wayne ;
in her left

she is holding up a mural crown toward his head. At her feet, on the left, an alligator is lying. The

American slneld is resting against the animal. Over the figm-e is the legend "Antonio Wayne Duci Ex-

ERCiTAS," and beneath, "'Comitia Americana;" "The American Congress to General Anthony Wayne."

On the reverse is a fort on the top of a hill ; the British flag flying
;
troops in single file advancing up the

hill, and a large number lying at the bottom. Artillery are seen in the foreground, and six vessels in the

river. The inscription is, "Stony Point expugnatum, xv. Jui,. mdcclxxix. ;" "Stony Point captured,

July 15, 1779."
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of the enterprise, was every where greeted with rapturous applause.' Congress testified

their grateful sense of his services hy a vote of thanks " for his brave, prudent, and soldierly

conduct." It was also resolved that a medal of gold, emblematical of this action, should be

struck, and presented to General Wayne. Thanks were also presented by Congress to Lieu-

tenant-colonel De Fleury" and Major Stewart, and a medal of silver was ordered to be struck

Medal awarded to Lieutenant-colonel De Fleury. •*

aad presented to each. The conduct of Lieutenants Gibbons and Knox was \varmly applaud-

ed, and brevets of captain was given to each, and to Mr. Archer, the volunteer aid of Wayne,

who was the bearer of the general's letter to Washington on the occasion. Pursuant to the

recommendation of the commander-in-chief, and in fulfillment of promises made by Wayne

before the assault, with the concurrence of Washington, Congress resolved, " That the value

of the military stores taken at Stony Point be ascertained and divided among the gallant

' General Charles Lee, who was not on the most friendly terms with Wayne, wrote to him, saying, "1

do most seriously declare that your assault of Stony Point is not only the most brilliant, in my opinion,

throughout the whole course of the war, on either side, but that it is the most brilliant I am acquainted with

in history ; the assault of Schiveidnitz, by Marshal Laudon, I think inferior to it." Dr. Rush wrote, saying,

" Our streets rang for many days with nothinn; but the name of General Wayne. You are remembered

constantly next to our good and great Washington, over our claret and Madeira. You have established the

national character of our country
;
you have taught our enemies that braverj^, humanity, and magnanimity

are the national virtues of the Americans."
* De Fleury was descended from Hercule Andre de Fleury, a French nobleman, who was the preceptor

of the sjrandson of Louis XIV. during the latter years of the life of that monarch. He was afterward made

cai-dinal and prime minister. The subject of our sketch came to America soon after the news of the revolt

reached France. Washington received him kindly, obtained for him a commission, and he proved to be a

brave and worthy soldier. Educated as an engineer, his talents were brought into requisition here. In

that capacity he was acting at the time of the engagement at Fort Mifflin, on the Delaware. He was at

the battle of Brandywine, and for his gallantry there Congress gave him a horse. He returned to France

soon after the capture of Stony Point.

* This is a representation of the medal, the size of the original. The device is a helmeted soldier, stand-

ing against the ruins of a fort. His rifjht hand is extended, holding a sword upright; the staff of a .stand

of colors is grasped by his left; the colors are under his feet, and he is trampling upon them. The legend

is, " ViRTUTis ET audaci;e monum et pr;emium. D. D. Fleury Equiti Gallo primo muros resp.

Americ. d. d. ;" "A memorial and reward of valor and daring. The American Republic has bestowed

(this medal) on Colonel D. de Fleury, a native of France, the first over the walls (of the enemy)." On the

reverse are two water batteries, three guns each ; a fort on a hill, with a flag flying ; a river in front, and

six vessels before the fort. The legend is, " Aggf.res paludes hostes victi ;" " Mountains, morasses,

foes, overcome." Exergue, '' Stony Pt. expugn., xv. Jul., mdcolxxix. ;" " Stony Point stormed, 15th of

July, 1779."

This identical silver medal was found by a boy while digging in a garden at Princeton, New Jersey, to-

ward the close of April, 1850, and was deposited in the bank at that place for the inspection of the curious.

How the medal came there is uncertain. De Fleury returned to France before the medal was struck, and

it probably was never in his possession. Congress was afterward in session at Princeton, and the medal

may have been lost by the secriatary, in whose custody it properly belonged until delivered to the recipient

of the honor.
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troops by whom it was reduced, in such manner and proportions as the commander-in-chief

shall prescribe.'"

Medal awtarded to Major Stevfart.'-!

' See Journals of Congress, v., 226, 227. The following rewards were promised : To the first man who

entered the enemy's works, five hundred dollars ;
to the second, four hundred

;
to the third, three hundred

;

to the fourth, two hundred ; to the fifth, one hundred : being fifteen hundred dollars in the aggregate. The

ordnance and other stores were estimated at one hundred and fifty-eight thousand six hundred and forty dol-

lars in value, which amount was divided among the troops in proportion of oflicers and privates.—Sparks's

Washington, vi., 540. ^ , . . . • -c j i t j-
- This represents the medal the size of the original. The device is America personified by an Indian

queen who is presenting a palm branch to Major Stewart. A quiver is at her back ;
her left hand is rest-

infr on the American shield, and at her feet is an alligator crouchant. The legend is, " Joanni Stewart

CoHORTis pr;efecto, Comitia Americana;" "The American Congress to Major John Stewart." On

the reverse is a fortress on an eminence. In the foreground an officer is cheering on his men, who are fol-

lowing him over abatis with charged bayonets, the enemy flying. Troops in single file are ascending to

the fort on one side ;
others are advancing from the shore

;
ships are in sight. The inscription is, " Stony

Point oppugnatum xv. Ji'l. mdcclxxix. ;" "Stony Point attacked 15th of July, 1779."

I believe there is no biography of Major Stewart extant. Professor Wyatt, in his Memoirs of Amerxcan

Generals, Commodores, Scc^ says he was killed by a fall from his horse, near Charleston, South Carolina.
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King's Ferry. Jolly old Waterman. Stony Point. Evening walk toward Haverstraw.

CHAPTER Vlir.

" From Cain to Catiline, the world hath known
Her traitors—vaunted votaries of crime

—

Caligula and Nero sat alone

Upon the pinnacle of vice sublime
;

But they were moved by hate, or wish to climb

The rugged steeps of Fame, in letters bold

To write their names upon the scroll of Time

;

Therefore their crimes some virtue did enfold

—

But Arnold ! thine had none—'twas all for sordid gold !"

EsTEi^LE Anna Lewis.

HE localities more immediately associated with the brief career of Andre

during his hapless connection with Arnold, now commands our attention,

for toward Haverstraw I next journeyed. It was three o'clock in the aft-

ernoon when I crossed the ferry at Verplanck's Point in a small row-boat.

This wa^ the old King's Ferry of the Revolution, where the good Wash-

ington so often crossed, and where battalion after battalion of troops, royal,

French, and American, at various times spanned the Hudson with their

long lines of flat-boats, for it was the main crossing-place of armies moving

between the Eastern and Middle States, It was here, too, that a portion of the forces of

Burgoyne crossed the Hud-

son when on their march

from Massachusetts to Vir-

ginia. The landing-place on

the Stony Point side, in for-

mer times, was in the cove

at the opening of the marsh,

on the north of the promon-

tory ; now the western ter-

minus of the ferry is a little

above, at the cottage of Mr.

Tenyck, the jolly old ferry-

man, who has plied the oar

there, almost without inter-

The Fkkkyman.

mission, ever since 1784. He
was sitting upon his door-

stone when bis son moored

the boat at its rock-fasten-

ing ; and, as we ascended the

bank, the old man held up a

bottle of whisky, and proffer-

ed a draught as a pledge of

welcome to the " millionth

man" that had crossed his

ferry. Preferring milk to

whisky, I sat down under the

rich-leaved branches of a ma-

ple, and regaled myself with

that healthful beverage. While the veteran and two of his neighbors were enjoying the

aqua vitse, I sketched the old King's Ferry sign-board, with its

device, which was nailed to a sapling near, and then, accompa-

nied by the old man and his companions, started for a ramble

over the rough site of the fort on Stony Point. Upon its ancient

mounds I sat and listened for an hour to the adventurous tales of

the octogenarian, until the long shadows of the mountains warned

me that the day was fast waning, when I hastened to make the
"

drawings upon pages 176 and 178. At sunset, accompanied by

one of the men as bearer of my light baggage, I started on foot for the neighborhood of

Haverstraw. The road passes through a truly romantic region, made so by nature, his-

tory, and tradition. I stopped often to view the beautiful river prospect on the southeast,

while the outlines of the distant shores were imperceptibly fading as the twilight came on.

At dusk we passed an acre of ground, lying by the roadside on the right, which was given
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'God'8 Acre." Benson's Tavern. Interview with a Builder of Stony Point Fort. View from Smith's House

many years a?o for a neighborhood burial-place. Its numerous white slabs proclaimed an

already populous city of the dead, and ere long another generous hand should donate an acre

near for the same purpose.

" I like that ancient Saxon phrase which calls

The burial-ground God's Acre! It is just-,

It consecrates each grave within its walls,

And breathes a bcnison o'er the sleeping dust.

God's Acre ! Yes, that blessed name imparts

Comfort to those who in the grave have sown

The seed that they had garner'd in their hearts,

Their bread of life, alas ! no more their own."
Longfellow.

Tt was quite dark when we reached the tavern of Mr. Benson, near Sampsonville, about

three miles below Stony Point. Haverstraw was two miles distant, and, wearied with the

rambles of the day, I halted at Benson's until morning. After an early breakfast I pro-

ceeded to the foot of Torn Mountain, a little northwest of Haverstraw, to visit a man named

Allison, who was eighty-eight years old. I had been informed of his vigor of body and

mind, and was much disappointed on finding him in bed, feeble and sinking from the effects

of a fall. Our conversation was brief, but his short communications were interesting. He

was a young man of eighteen when the fort at Stony Point was built, and assisted in car-

rying material for its construction from the main. In company with many others in the

neighborhood not allowed to join in Wayne's expedition, he hung upon the rear of the little

army on that eventful night ; and when the shout of victory arose from the fort, his voice

was among the loudest in the echo that was sent back by the yeomanry gathered upon the

neio-hboring hills. He gave me a minute account of the movements of the Americans be-

fore crossing the morass, and told me of a black walnut-tree still standing by the roadside

between Haverstraw and Stony Point, under which the negro, Pompey, took charge, as pi-

lot, of Wayne's assaulting force. I had intended, on leaving Mr. Allison, to go down near

the river bank, where Arnold and Andre met ; but the hour was approaching at which I

had promised myself to return to Verplanck's Point, so I postponed my visit to this inter-

esting spot until a subsequent date.

On my return toward Stony Point, I tarried at and sketched Smith's House, deline-

ated on page 152. It is in the present possession of William C. Houseman, whose good

taste has adorned the grounds around it with fine shrubbery. It is located upon the brow

of an eminence, known, for obvious reasons, as Treason Hill, and commands an extensive

view of the Hudson and the country beyond.' From the window in the second story,

where, tradition avers, Andre looked with anxious eyes for the appearance of the Vulture,

I made the drawing printed on the opposite page. Between the foreground and the river is

seen the broad alluvial flat in the rear of Haverstraw, and on the brink of the water is the

village. The headland on the left is Teller's Point, and the highest ground on the extreme

right" is Torn Mountain, extending down to the verge of Haverstraw Bay, where it is called

' The Marquis de Chastellux, in his Travels in North America (i., 98, 99), says, "My thoughts were

occupied with Arnold and his treason when my road brought me to Smith's farm-house, where he had his

interview with Andre, and formed his horrid plot .... Smith, who was more than suspected, but not con-

victed of being a party in the plot, is still in prison,* where the law protects him against justice. But his

home seems to have experienced the only chastisement of which it was susceptible
;

it is punished by soli-

tude ;
and is, in fact, so deserted, that there is not a single person to take care of it, although it is the man-

sion of a large farm."

* Joshua Smith, who was implicated in Arnold's treason, was a brother of the Tory Chief-justice Smith, and a man of con-

siderable influence. The part which he luid acted with Arnold made him strongly suspected ofknown participation in his guilt.

He was arrested at Fishkill, in Dutchess county, and was taken to the Robinson House a few hours previous to the arrival of

Andr.e There Smith was tried by a military court and acquitted. He was soon afterward arrested by the civil authority of

the state and committed to the jail at Goshen, Orange county, whence he escaped, and made his way through the country, in

the dis"ui«e of a woman, to New York. He went to England with the British army at the close of the war, and in 1808 pub-

lished a book in London, entitled An Authentic Narrative, of the Causes which led to the Death of Major An dre ; a work of very

little reli-ible authority, and filled with abuse of Washington and other American officers. Smith died in New York in 18U}.
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View from smith s House

Ancient black Walnut-tree. Tairytown. Cow-boys and. Skinners. Neutral Ground. Place where Andre was Captured.

the Hook Mountain. The vessel in the river denotes the place where the Vulture lay at

anchor.

Half a mile above the Smith

House, on the right of the road to

Stony Point, is the huge black wal-

nut-tree mentioned by Mr. Allison.

I procured a branch from it, large

and straight enough for a maul-stick,

and then plodded on in the warm
sun, to the ferry. The old water-

man, though nearly eighty years of

age, rowed his boat across with a

vigorous hand, and at one o'clock I

left Verplanck's for Tarrytown, a vil-

lage on the eastern bank of the Hud-

son, twenty-seven miles above New
York, and memorable as the place where Major Andre was captured.

The village of Tarrytown lies scattered over the river front of the Greenburgh Hills, and

presents a handsome appearance from the water. It is upon the site of an Indian village

called Alipconck, which, in the Delaware language, signifies the Place of Elms. The

Dutch, who settled there about 1680, called the place Tarwe Town, or "wheat town,"

probably from the abundant culture of that grain in the vicinity.' The salubrity of its cli-

mate, and the commanding river view in front, has always made it a desirable place of res-

idence. During the Revolution it was the theater of many stormy scenes, consisting chiefly

of skirmishes between the lawless bands of marauders known by the distinctive appellation

o{ Cow-boys and Skinners.'' These infested the Neutral Ground' in West Chester, and

made it a political and social hell for the dwellers. Many left it, and allowed their lands

to become a waste, rather than remain in the midst of perpetual torments.

The place where Andre was captured is upon the turnpike on the northeast verge of the

village, three quarters of a mile from the river, and near the academy of Mr. Newman. A
few yards south of the academy, a small stream crosses the road and runs through a deep

ravine riverward. The marshy and thickly-wooded glen into which it poured was known

as Wiley's Swamp. A little south of this stream, on the west side of the road, is a dwarf

cedar, near which (indicated, in the picture, by the spot where the figure sits) are the re-

mains of a tree, said to be that of the stately white-wood under whose shadow the captors

of Andre caused him to strip, and then made the momentous discovery of the papers in his

' Bolton. Irvin<;, in hi.s Legend of Sleepy Holloiv, says, " This name was given, we are told, in former

days, by the good housewives of the adjacent country, from the inveterate propensity of their husbands t"

linger about the village tavern on market days."
^ The party called Coi«-6o?/s were mostly Refugees belonging to the British side, and engaged in plun-

dering the people near the lines of their cattle and driving them to New York. Their vocation suggested

their name. The Skirmers generally professed attachment to the American cause, and lived chiefly within

the patriot lines ; but they were of easy virtue, and were really more detested by the Americans than their

avowed enemies, the Cow-boys. They were treacherous, rapacious, and often brutal. One day they would

be engaged in broils and skirmishes with the Coic-boys ; the next day they would be in league with them

m plundering their own friends as well as enemies. Oftentimes a sham skirmish would take place between

them near the British lines ; the Skinners were always victorious, and then they would go boldly into thi'

interior with their booty, pretending it had been captured from the enemy while attempting to smuggle it

across the lines. The proceeds of sales were divided between the parties. See Sparks's Life of .Arnold,

218-21 inclusive.

3 The Neutral Ground, thirty miles in extent along the Hudson, and embracing nearly all West Chestei

county, was a populous and highly cultivated region, lying between the American and British lines. Being

within neither, it was called the Neutral Ground. The inhabitants suffered dreadfully during the war, for

they were sure to be plundered and abused by one party or the other. If they took the oath of fidelity tu

theAmerican cause, the Cow-boys were sure to plunder them ; if they did not, the Skinners would c.ill them

Tories, seize their property, and have it confiscated by the state.

n- N



186 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Joumey of Andrd and Smith to Crompond. Vigilance of Captain Boyd. Andre's Uneasiness.

September 23,

1780.

View of the Place wiieke Andre was captuked.

Stocking.' By a spring in the grove, just over the fence on the left, the young men w^ere

card-playing when their victim approached. We will not anticipate the history in the de-

scription, but here resume the

narrative of events connected

with Andre's capture and trial,

from the time we left him and

Smith to pursue their journey

from Verplanck's Point toward

the Neutral Ground.

It was after dark

when Andre and

Smith left Verplanck's Point.

They took the road toward

White Plains, and met with no

interruption until hailed by a

sentinel near Crompond, a little

village eight miles from Ver-

planck's Point. ^ He belonged

to a party under Captain Boyd.

That vigilant officer made many
and searching inquiries of the

travelers, and would not be sat-

isfied that all was right until he

procured a light and examined

the pass from Arnold, which

they assured him they possessed.

During the investigation Andre was uneasy, but the pass being in explicit terms, and known

to be genuine. Captain Boyd was readily persuaded that all was correct. The captain apol-

ogized for the strictness of his scrutiny, and manifested much concern for their safety on ac-

count of the prevalence of Coiv-boys in the neighborhood. He advised them to remain till

morning ; but Smith assured him that their business was urgent, and it was necessary for

them to proceed immediately toward White Plains. The captain magnified the dangers

to which they were exposed, and Smith, taking counsel of his fears, was disposed to tarry.

Andre was differently inclined, and it was a long time before he could be persuaded to turn

back and take lodging at the cottage of Andreas Miller. The travelers slept in the same

bed, and, according to Smith's account, it was a weary and restless night for Andre. He
was up at dawn, and at an early hour they were again in the saddle. As they approached

Pine's Bridge, and Andre was assured that they were beyond patroUing parties, his taciturn-

ity and gloom were exchanged for garrulity and cheerfulness, and he conversed in an almost

playful manner upon poetry, the arts, literature, and common topics. Near Pine's Bridge^

they parted company, after partaking of a frugal breakfast with Mrs. Sarah Underbill, whose

grandson, I believe, still owns the house. Smith proceeded to Fishkill by the way of the

' "This tree towered like a giant," says Irving, in his Sketch Book, "above all the other trees of the

neighborhood, and formed a kind of landmark. Its limbs were gnarled and fantastic, large enough to form
trunks for ordinary trees, twisting down almost to the earth, and rising again into the air." The trunk

was twenty-six feet in circumference, and forty-one feet in length. It was struck by lightning on the same
day that intelligence of Arnold's death arrived at Tarrytown, a coincidence which many thought remarkable.

- Here, at the parsonage, the Yorktown Committee of Public Safety met ; and members of the Provincial

Congress assembled there to grant commissions to olTicers. Colonel Robertson, who commanded a regi-

ment of Loyalists, was ordered to destroy that post; and, piloted thither by a Tory named Caleb Morgan,
lie burned the parsonage in the autumn of 1776.

^ This bridge, situated in the southeast corner of Yorktown, spanned the Croton River. At this place

the great dam connected with the Croton aqueduct is situated, and the present bridge crosses the lake above

it, a little eastward of the Revolutionary structure. Here the Americans generally kept a strong guard,

as it was the fthief point of communication between the lines.
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Volunteer Expedition against the Cowboys. Arrest of Major Andre. Discovery of Papers in his Stockings.

Robinson House, where he pleased Arnold by communicating the particulars of the journey

and the place where he left Andre. It is not at all probable that Smith, at this time, was
acquainted with the real name and mission of Andre, for he knew him only as Mr. Anderson.

Andre, being told that the Coiv-bmjs were more numerous on the Tarrytown road, took

that direction, contrary to the advice of Smith and others, for these marauders were his

friends, and from them he had nothing to fear.

On the morning when Andre crossed Pine's Bridge, a little band of seven volunteers went

out near Tarrytown to prevent cattle being driven to New York, and to arrest any suspi-

cious characters who might travel that way. John Yerks (who was living in the town of

Mount Pleasant in 1848) proposed the expedition the day before, and first enlisted John

Paulding, John Dean,' James Romer, and Abraham Williams. They were at North Sa-

lem, and Paulding procured a permit from the officer commanding there, at the same time

persuading his friend, Isaac Van Wart, to accompany them. On their way toward Tarry-

town they were joined by David Williams. They slept in a hay barrack at Pleasantville

that night, and the next morning early they arrived near Tarrytown. Four of the party

agreed to watch the road from a hill above, while Paulding, Van Wart, and David Will-

iams were to lie concealed in the bushes by the stream near the post-road. Such was the

position of the parties w^hen Andre approached. The circumstances of the capture are mi-

nutely narrated in the testimony of Paulding and Williams, given at the trial of Smith, eleven

days afterward. The testimony was written down by the judge-advocate on that occasion,

from whose manuscript Mr. Sparks copied it, as follows :^ " Myself, Isaac Van Wart, and

David Williams were lying by the side of the road about half a mile above Tarrytown, and

about fifteen miles above Kingsbridge, on Saturday morning, between nine and ten o'clock,

the 23d of September. We had lain there about an hour and a half, as near as I can rec-

ollect, and saw several persons we were acquainted with, whom Ave let pass. Presently,

one of the young men who were with me said, ' There comes a gentleman-like looking man,

who appears to be well dressed, and has boots on, and whom you had better step out and

stop, if you don't know him.' On that I got up, and presented my firelock at the breast

of the person, and told him to stand, and then I asked him which way he was going. ' Gen-

tlemen,' said he, ' I hope you belong to our party.' I asked him what party. He said,

' The Lower Party.' Upon that I told him I did.^ Then he said, ' I am a British officer,

out in the country on particular business, and I hope you will not detain me a minute ,'

and, to show that he was a British officer, he pulled out his watch. Upon which I told

him to dismount. He then said, ' My God I I must do any thing to get along,' and seemed

to make a kind of laugh of it, and pulled out General Arnold's pass, which was to John
Anderson, to pass all guards to White Plains and below. Upon that he dismounted. Said

he, ' Gentlemen, you had best let me go, or you will bring yourselves into trouble, for your

stopping me will detain the general's business ;' and said he was going to Dobbs's Ferry to

meet a person there and get intelligence for General Arnold. Upon that I told him I hoped

he would not be offended ; that we did not mean to take any thing from him ; and I told

^ While strolling among the ancient graves in the Sleepy Hollow church-yard, a little north of Tarry-
town, at the time of my visit there, I was joined by an elderly gentleman, a son of Mr. Dean. He pointed

out a brown freestone at the head of his father's grave, on which is the following inscription : "In memory
of John Dean. He was born September 15th, A.D. 1755, and died April 4th, A.D. 1817, aged 61 years,

6 months, and 20 days.

"A tender father, a friend sincere,

A tender husband slumbers here;

Then let us hope his soul is given

A blest and sure reward in heaven."

By his side is the grave of his father, who was buried eighty years ago.
^ See Sparks's Life and Treason of Jlrnold, Am. Biog., lii., 223-226.
^ " Paulding had effected his escape," says Bolton (i., 224), " only three days previously, from the New

York Sugar House, in the dress of a German Yager. General Van Cortlandt says that Paulding wore this

dress on the day of the capture, which tended to deceive Andre, and led him to exclaim, ' Thank God ! 1

am once more among friends.'
"
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Deposition of David Williams. Strange Conduct of Colonel Jameson. His Letter to General Arnold.

him there were many bad people on the road, and I did not know but perhaps he might

be one."

When further questioned, Paulding replied, that he asked the person his name, who told

him it was John Anderson ; and that, when Anderson produced General Arnold's pass, he

should have let him go, if he had not before called himself a British officer. Paulding also

said, that when the person pulled out his watch, he understood it as a signal that he was a

British officer, and not that he meant to offer it to him as a present.

All these particulars were substantially confirmed by David Williams, whose testimony

in regard to the searching of Andre, being more minute than Paulding's, is here inserted.

" We took him into the bushes," said Williams, " and ordered him to pull off his clothes,

which he did ; but, on searching him narrowly, we could not find any sort of writings. We
told him to pull off his boots, which he seemed to be indifierent about ; but we got one

boot off, and searched in that boot, and could find nothing. But we found there were some

papers in the bottom of his stocking next to his foot ; on which we made him pull his stock-

ino- off, and found three papers wrapped up. Mr. Paulding looked at the contents, and sa,id

he was a spy. We then made him pull off his other boot, and there we found three more

papers at the bottom of his foot within his stocking.

" Upon this we made him dress himself, and I asked him what he would give us to let

him go. Jle said he would give us any sum of money. I asked him whether he would

give us his horse, saddle, bridle, watch, and one hundred guineas. He said ' Yes,' and told

us he would direct them to any place, even if it was that very spot, so that we could get

them. I asked him whether he would not give us more. He said he would give us any

quantity of dry goods, or any sum of money, and bring it to any place that we might pitch

upon, so that we might get it. Mr. Paulding answered, ' No, if you would give us ten

thousand guineas, you should not stir one step.' I then asked the person who had called

himself John Anderson if he would not get away if it lay in his power. He answered,

' Yes, I would.' I told him I did not intend he should. While taking him along, we asked

him a few questions, and we stopped under a shade. He begged us not to ask him ques-

tions, and said when he came to any commander he would reveal all.

" He was dressed in a blue over-coat, and a tight body-coat, that was of a kind of claret

color, though a rather deeper red than claret. The button-holes were laced with gold tinsel,

and the buttons drawn over with the same kind of lace. He had on a round hat, and nan-

keen waistcoat and breeches, with a flannel waistcoat and drawers, boots, and thread

stockings."

Andre was conducted to North Castle, the nearest military

post, and there, with all the papers found upon his person,

he was delivered up to Lieutenant-colonel Jameson, the offi-

cer in command. With an obtuseness of perception most

extraordinary and unaccountable, Jameson resolved to send

the prisoner immediately to Arnold ! He knew a portion

of the papers to be in the undisguised handwriting of Gen-

eral Arnold, and it is most extraordinary that the circum- colonel Jameson's Head-quarters.'

stances under which they were found should not have awak-

ened a suspicion of the fidelity of that officer. Washington afterward said, in allusion 1o

Jameson's conduct, that, either on account of his " egregious folly or bewildered conception,

he seemed lost in astonishment, and not to know what he was doing." There can be no

doubt of the purity of his intentions, but who can respect his judgment ? He penned a letter

to Arnold, saying that he sent a certain Mr. Anderson forward under the charge of Lieu-

tenant Allen and a guard, who had been taken while on his way to New York. " He had

a passport," said Jameson, " signed in your name, and a parcel of papers, taken from under

1 This is a view of the out-buildings of Mr. Sands, at North Castle, situated a few yards from his resi-

dence. The lowest building, on the left, is the dwelling, now attached to the barn of Mr. Sands, which

Jameson used as his head-quarters. In that building Andre was kept guarded until sent to West Point.
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Better Judgment of Colonel Tallmadge. Major Andrfi at Sheldon's Head-quarters. Andre's Letter to VVasbiugton.

his stockings, which I think of a very dangerous tendency." He described the papers, and

informed Arnold that he had sent thenn to Washington.

Major Benjamin Tallmadge, next in command to Jameson, was on duty below White

Plains on that day, and did not return until evening. When informed of the September 2.3,

circumstances, he was filled with astonishment at the folly of Jameson, and ^''^^

boldly expressed his suspicions of Arnold's fidelity. He offered to take upon himself the en-

tire responsibility of proceeding on that ground, if Jameson would allow it. The latter re-

fused to sanction any action that should imply a distrust of Arnold. Tallmadge then earn-

estly besought him to have the prisoner brought back. To this he reluctantly consented,

but insisted that his letter to Arnold should be forwarded, and that the general should be

informed why the prisoner was not sent on. This was the letter which Arnold received in

time to allow him to make his escape to the Vulture.

Jameson sent an express after Lieutenant Allen, with orders to conduct his prisoner back

to head-quarters at North Castle. As soon as Tallmadge saw him, and observed his man-

ner and gait while pacing the room, he was convinced that he was a military man
;
and,

joining this belief with other circumstances,' his suspicions of Arnold's treachery were fully

confirmed to his own mind. He partially imbued Jameson with the same opinions, and

that officer agreed, with Tallmadge, that it was advisable to keep their prisoner in close cus-

tody until orders should be received from Arnold or Washington. Andre was accordingly

removed, under an escort commanded by Major Tallmadge, to Colonel Sheldon's quarters

at North Salem, as a more secure place. They arrived there at about eight in the morn-

ing. Andre was introduced to Mr. Bronson, who was attached to Sheldon's regiment, and

that gentleman kindly ofiered to share his little room with the prisoner. Learning that the

papers found on his person had been sent to General Washington, he wrote, in Bronson's

room, a letter to the American chief, in which he frankly avowed his name and rank, and

briefly related the circumstances connected with his present situation. This letter he hand-

ed to Major Tallmadge to read, who was greatly astonished to find that the prisoner in his

custody was the adjutant general of the British army. The letter was sealed and sent to

Washington. From that hour the prisoner's mind seemed reUeved.''

' Eight or nine days previous to the capture, Major Tallntiadge received a letter from Arnold of similar

import ^to the one Colonel Sheldon received from him, in which he requested, if a man by the name of An-

derson should come within the lines, to have him sent to head-quarters with two horsemen. This incident

was stronirly in favor of Tallmadge's suspicions.

^ The foUowinsr is a copy of the letter :" ^' " Salem, September 24th, 1780.

"
Sjj>^—What I have as yet said concerning myself was in the justifiable attempt to be extricated. I

am too little accustomed to duplicity to have succeeded.

" I beg your excellency will be persuaded that no alteration in the temper of my mind, or apprehension

for my safety, induces me to take the step of addressing you, but that it is to rescue myself from an impu-

tation of having assumed a mean character for treacherous purposes or self-interest ; a conduct incompati-

ble with the principles that actuate me, as well as with my condition in life. It is to vindicate my fame

that I speak, and not to solicit security. The person in your possession is Major John Andre, adjutant gen-

eral to the British army.
" The influence of one commander in the army of his adversary is an advantage taken in war. A cor-

respondence for this purpose I held, as confidential (in the present instance), with his excellency Sir Henry

Clinton. To favor it, I agreed to meet, upon ground not within the posts of either army, a person who

was to o-ive me intelligence. I came up in the Vulture man-of-war for this effect, and was fetched by a

boat from the ship to the beach. Being here, I was told that the approach of day would prevent my return,

and that I must be concealed until the next night. I was in my regimentals, and had fairly risked my

person.
" Against my stipulations, my intention, and without my knowledge beforehand, I was conducted within

one of your posts. Your excellency may conceive my sensation on this occasion, and must imagine how

much more must I have been affeoted by a refusal to reconduct me back the next night as I had been

brought. Thus become a prisoner, I had to concert my escape. I quitted my uniform, and was passed

another way in the night, without the American posts, to neutral ground, and informed I was beyond all

armed parties, and left to press for New York. I was taken at Tarrytown by some volunteers. Thus, as

I have had the honor to relate, was I betrayed (being adjutant general of the British army) into the vile

condition of an enemy in disguise within your posts.
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Andrd taken to West Point and thence to Tappan. His Disclosures to Tallmadge. His Case and Hale's compared.

Pursuant to an order from General Washington, Andre was conducted to West Point,

September, where he remained until the morning of the 28th, when he was conveyed in a

1780. barge to Stony Point, and from thence conducted, under a strong escort, to Tap-

pan, about two miles westward of the present Piermont, the Hudson River terminus of the

New York and Erie rail-road. Major Tallmadge, who commanded the escort, and rode by

Andre's side all the way, has left, in a communication to Mr. Sparks, an interesting account

of the events of that day's march. As he and Andre were about the same age, and held

the same rank in the respective armies, they agreed on a cartel, by the terms of which each

one was permitted to put any question to the other not involving a third person. In the

course of conversation, thus made as unreserved as possible, Andre informed Tallmadge that

he was to have taken a part in the attack on West Point, if Arnold's plan had succeeded,

and that the only reward he asked was the military glory to be won by such service to his

king. He had been promised, however, the rank and pay of a brigadier general if he had

succeeded. In reply to Andre's earnest inquiries respecting the probable result of his cap-

ture, Tallmadge frankly reminded him of the character and fate of the unfortunate Captain

Hale. " But you surely do not consider his case and mine alike ?" said Andre. " Yes,

precisely similar," replied Major Tallmadge, " and similar will be your fate." Andre be-

came troubled in spirit, and from that time until the hour of his execution his most poignant

sorrow arose from the reflection that he was branded with the odious name of a spy.'

As soon as Washington had completed all necessary arrangements for the security of

West Point, he hastened to the army at Tappan. The next day after his ar-
eptem er ~ . ^.^^^ ^^ summoned a board of general officers, and directed them to examine

into the case of Major Andre and report the result. He also directed them to give their

opinion as to the light in which the prisoner ought to be regarded, and the punishment that

should be inflicted. We shall visit Tappan presently, and then the events in the last scene

of this drama shall be rehearsed ; for the present, let us stroll about Tarrytown during the

remainder of this pleasant afternoon.

After sketching a view of the spot where Andre was captured, I walked to the famous

old Dutch church of Sleepy Hollow, standing by

the side of the post-road, about a mile northward.

I can not better describe its location than by

quoting the language of Mr. Irving concerning

it. " The sequestered situation of the church,"

he says, " seems always to have made it a fa-

vorite haunt of troubled spirits. It stands on a

knoll, surrounded by locust-trees and lofty elms,

from among which its decent white-washed walls

shine modestly forth, like Christian purity beam-

ing through the shades of retirement. A gentle

slope descends to it from a silver sheet of water,AnCIHNT DlTCH tHLKCH.2

" Having avowed myself a British officer, I have nothing to reveal but what relates to myself, which is

true on the honor of an officer and a gentleman. The request I have to make to your excellency, and I

am conscious I address myself well, is, that in any rigor policy may dictate, a decency of conduct toward

me may mark that, though unfortunate, I am branded with nothing dishonorable, as no motive could be mine

but the service of my king, and as I was involuntarily an impostor. Another request is, that I may be per-

mitted to write an open letter to Sir Henry Clinton, and another to a friend for clothes and linen.

" I take the liberty to mention the condition of some gentlemen at Charleston, who, being either on pa-

role or under protection, were engaged in a conspiracy against us^ Though their situation is not similar,

they are objects who may be set in exchange for me, or are persons whom the treatment I receive might

affect. It is no less, sir, in a confidence of the generosity of your mind, than on account of your superior

station, that I have chosen to importune you with this letter.

"I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your excellency''s most obedient and most humble servant,

" John Andre, Jldjutant General.^'

1 See Sparks's Jmer. Biog., iii., 2,55-259.

* This view is from the church-yard, looking southwest. The porch seen on the right fronts upon the
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Bkidge over sleepy Hollow Creek.

Bridge over Sleepy Hollow Creek. Ichabod Crane and the Headless Horseman. Castle Philipse. Tarrytown Cemetery.

bordered by high trees, between which peeps may be caught of the blue hills of the Hud-

son. To look upon its grass-grown yard, where the sunbeams seem to sleep so quietly, one

would think that there, at least, the dead might rest in peace. On one side of the church

extends a woody dell, along which laves a large brook among broken rocks and trunks of

fallen trees. Over a deep black part of the stream, not far from the church, was formerly

thrown a wooden bridge. The road that led to it, and the

bridge itself, were thickly shaded by overhanging trees,

which cast a gloom about it, even in the daytime, but

occasioned a fearful darkness at night."'

It was at this bridge, in the dark glen near the church,

that poor Ichabod Crane had his terrible encounter with

the headless horseman of Sleepy Hollow.'^ The road still

" leads through a sandy hollow, shaded by trees for about

a quarter of a mile," but " the bridge famous in goblin

story" is no more. The present structure is a few yards

westward of the site of the old one ; and although not so

shaded in cavernous gloom, is quite as romantic in its sit-

uation. From its planks there is a fine view of Castle

Philipse, as the ancient manor house of Frederic Philipse

was called, from the circumstance of its being originally fortified against the Indians. It

is a spacious and substantial stone building, and near it is the old mill, whose wheel turned

in the same place during the Revolution. The dam forms a pleasant little lake extending

back almost to the bridge.

Upon the slopes and the brow of the hill eastward of the old church is the Tarrytown

cemetery, extending down to the ancient burial-ground. It is susceptible of being made one

of the most attractive burial-places in this country, for, aside from the beauties of nature

there spread out, associations of the deepest interest give a charm to the spot. The Re-

ceiving Tomb, constructed of light stone, is near the top of the hill ; and around it for many

highway, and is a modern addition, the ancient entrance being on the south side.

This is believed to be the oldest church

in existence in this state, having been

erected, according to an inscription

upon a stone tablet upon its front, by

Vredryck Flypsen (Frederic Philips)

and Catharine his wife, in 1699. It

is built of brick and stone, the former

having been imported from Holland

for the express purpose. The old flag-shaped vane, with the

initials of the founder cut out of it, yet turns upon its steeple,

and in the little tower hangs the ancient bell, bearing this in-

scription :
" SI. DEUS. PRO. NOBIS. QUIS. CONTRA. NOS.

1685." The pulpit and communion-table were imported from Holland; the latter alone has escaped the

ruthless hand of modern improvement. ^ Legend of Sleepy Hollow.
* Ichabod, according to Irving, in the Legend, returning from a late evening tarry with Katrina Van Tassel,

on his lean steed Gunpowder, was chased by a huge horseman, without a head, from the Andre tree to the

bridge. "He saw the walls of the church dimly gleaming under the trees beyond. He recollected the place

where Brom Bones's ghostly competitor had disappeared. 'If I can but reach that bridge,' thought Ichabod,
' I am safe.' Just then he heard the black steed panting and blowing close behind him ; he even fancied that

he felt his hot breath. Another convulsive kick in the ribs, and old Gunpowder sprang upon the bridge

;

he thundered over the resounding planks: he gained the opposite side; and now Ichabod cast a look be-

hind, to see if his pursuer should vanish, according to rule, in a flash of fire and brimstone. Just then he

saw the goblin rising in his stirrups, and in the very act of hurling his head at him. Ichabod endeavored
to dodge the horrible missile, but too late ; it encountered his cranium with a terrible crash ; he was tum-
bled headlong into the dust, and Gunpowder, the black steed, and the goblin rider, passed like a whirlwind."

A shattered pumpkin was found on the road the next day, but Ichabod had gone to parts unknown.
Brom Bones, his rival, soon afterward led the pretty Katrina to the altar. The good country people always

maintained that Ichabod was spirited away by the headless horseman, who was the ghost of a Hessian sol-

dier, whose body, deprived of its caput by a cannon-ball, was sleeping in the church-5'ard near.

The Vane.

COMHIUNION-TABLE.
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Greenburgh on the Nepera. Van Wart's Monument. Sunnyside, the Residence of Washington Irving.

Heceiving Tomb.

rods, where the hand of improvement had not yet effaced them, might be seen vestiges of

a small fortification, thrown up there during the war.

I passed the night at Tarrytown, and the next morning

rode out to the b^eautiful Saw-mill Valley, to visit the bur-

ial-ground at Greenburgh, wherein repose the remains of

Isaac Van Wart, one of the captors of Andre. The ground

is attached to the Presbyterian church, and is near the

lovely Nepera, or Saw-mill River. Over the remains of

the patriot is a handsome marble monument, erected to his

memory by the citizens of West Chester county, in 1829.

Its completion was celebrated by a large concourse of peo-

ple assembled there on the 11th of June of that year.

General Aaron Ward, of Sing Sing, was the orator on the

occasion. Mr. Van Wart was an efficient officer of that

church for many years, and acted as chorister up to the

time of his death. On returning to Tarrytown, I rode down to Sunnyside, the residence

of Washington Irving, situated upon the river bank, about two miles below. It is reached

from the post-road by a winding carriage-way, that cleaves rich cultivated fields and pleas-

ant woodlands. Desirous of passing an hour at Dobbs's Ferry, and of crossing the Hudson
at Tappan in season to visit places of note there, I enjoyed the friendly greeting of the gifted

proprietor but a few moments, and then pursued my journey. I subsequently visited Simny-
side, and made the sketch given on the opposite page. It was in leafy June, and a

lovelier dav never smiled upon the Hudson and its green banks. Close by Mr. Ir-

ving's residence, a prospective village' had recently burst into

existence, almost as suddenly as the leaves had unfolded from

the buds in the adjacent groves ; and a rail-way station, with

its bustle and noise, was upon the river margin, within bird-call

of the once secluded Wolfert's Roost. I strolled along the iron

way to a stile, over which I clambered, and, ascending the bank

by a shaded pathway, was soon seated in the elegant little parlor

at Sunnyside, where the kindest courtesy makes the stranger-

visitor feel that he is indeed upon the sunny side of humanity,

and in the warmest glow of that generous feeling which illu-

mines every pen-stroke of Geoffrey Crayon. Beautified and en-

riched by the hand of nature, hallowed by the voice of tradi-

tionary history speaking out from the old walls and umbrageous

trees, and consecrated by the presence of true genius, Sunny-

Van Wart s Monument 2 ^^'^^ ^^^^ ^ charm for the American mind as bewitching and

1850.

' Dearman.
* The followinjT are the inscriptions upon this monument

:

North side.—" Here repose the mortal remains of Isaac Van Wart, an elder in the Greenburgh
church, who died on the 23d of May, 1828, in the 69th year of his age. Having lived the life, he died the

death, of the Christian."

South side.—"The citizens of the county of West Chester erected this tomb in testimony of the high

sense they entertained for the virtuous and patriotic conduct of their fellow-citizen, as a memorial sacred to

public gratitude."

East side.—" Vincit, Amor Patrise. Nearly half a century before this monument was built, the con-

script fathers of America had, in the Senate chamber, voted that Isaac Van Wart was a faithful patriot,

one in whom the love of country was invincible, and this tomb bears testimony that the record is true."

West side.—"Fidelity. On the 23d of September, 1780, Isaac Van Wart, accompanied by John
Paulding and David Williams, all farmers of the county of West Chester, intercepted Major Andre, on

his return from the American lines in the character of a spy, and, notwithstanding the lartre bribes offered

them for his release, nobly disdained to sacrifice their country for gold, secured and carried him to the com-
manding officer of the district, whereby the dangerous and traitorous consjnracy of Arnold was brought to

light, the insidious designs of the enemy baffled, the American army saved, and our beloved country free."
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View of Sunnyside, the ancient " Wolfert's Roost." Jacob Van TasseL

classic as were the groves where Orpheus piped and Sappho sang to the Acadians of old.

As I sat beneath a spreading cedar sketching the unique villa, and scolded without stint by

a querulous matronly cat-bird on one side and a vixen jenny-wren on the other, and observed

the " lord of the manor" leading a little fair-haired grand-nephew to the river brink in search

of daisies and butter-cups, I could not repress the thoughts so beautifully expressed in his

own httle story of The Wife : " I can wish you no better lot than to have a wife and chil-

dren. If you are prosperous, they are to share your prosperity ; if otherwise, they are to

comfort you Though all abroad is darkness and humiliation, yet there is still a little

world of love at home [for the husband] of which he is the monarch."'

View op' "Sunnyside," the Kesidence of Washington Irving.

The residence of Mr. Irving is upon the site of the famous " Wolfert's Roost" of the olden

time. It was built by Wolfert Ecker, an ancient burgher of the town, and afterward came

into the possession of Jacob Van Tassel, one of the " race of hard-headed, hard-handed,

stout-hearted Dutchmen, descended of the primitive Netherlanders." Van Tassel was the

owner when the Revolution broke out, and was a stanch Whig. His house was in the

midst of the debatable region called the Neutral Ground, and in the broad waters of the

Tappan Sea'' in front, British vessels were almost constantly anchored. The Republican

propensities of Van Tassel were well known, and as the Roost was a place of general ren-

Sketch Book.

place

Tappaan Zee, or Tappan Sea, was the name given by the Dutch to the expansion of the Hudson at this
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" The Roost" a Castle. Its Garrison. Attack upon, and Defense of " the Roost." Dobbs's Ferry.

dezvous for the American water-guards' and land-scouts, he was made liable to attacks from

the enemy. He pierced his old mansion with musketry loop-holes, and took other measures

for defense. His garrison, j)er se, consisted of his stout-hearted wife and a redoubtable sis-

ter, Nochie Van Wurmer, a match, as he said, for the " stoutest man in the country." His

ordnance was a goose gun " of unparalleled longitude," capable of doing great execution.

He was in league with many ardent Whigs in his vicinity, who had sworn eternal hostility

to the Cow-boys and Skinners who infested the region, and the Pvoost was their head-quar-

ters. Van Tassel frequently joined his companions in distant expeditions. On one of these

occasions, while far away from his castle, an armed vessel came to anchor off the Roost.

The garrison consisted of only Jacob's spouse, his sister Nochie, a blooming daughter, and a

brawny negro woman. A boatful of armed men put off from the vessel toward the Roost.

The garrison flew to arms. The goose gun, unfortunately, was with its owner. Broom-

sticks, shovels, and other missiles were seized, and a vigorous defense was made ;
but, alas I

it was all in vain. The house was sacked, plundered, and burned ; and as the marauders
'

were about departing, they seized the pretty " Laney Van Tassel, the beauty of the Roost,"

and endeavored to bear her to the boat. Mother, aunt, and Dinah flew to the rescue, and

a fierce struggle ensued all the way to the water's edge. A voice from the frigate ordered

the spoilers to leave the prize behind, " and the heroine of the Roost escaped with a mere

rumpling of the feathers."" Soon after this event Van Tassel fell into the hands of the en-

emy, was sent to New York, and there remained a prisoner until near the close of the war.^

His house was rebuilt upon the ruins of the Roost and that phoenix, modified and enlarged,

is the present mansion at Sunnyside.

From Mr. Irving's I rode down to Dobbs's Ferry, two or three miles below. This is a

small village, lying pleasantly upon the river slope, and along a ravine of the Greenburgh

Hills, at the mouth of the Wysquaqua Creek. It

derives its name from the ancient family of Dobbs,

who owned the property here, and first es-

tablished a ferry. It is a place memorable

in the annals of the Revolution, not for sanguinary

battles, but for the relative importance of its loca-

tion in the movements of armies. Upon the high

bank immediately above the rail-way station at

the lower landing are remains of the first fort

erected there. It was built at the beginning of

17 76, and in October of that year Colonel Sar-

gent strongly garrisoned it, by order of General
View kkom rim ulins of the old Fort.= Heath.* Several Other Strong redoubtswcre thrown

* The water-guards were resolute men, well armed with muskets, and skillful with the oar, who, in

small vessels technically called whale-boats (sharp, canoe-shaped boats), lurked in the coves and behind the

headlands of the river, to obtain information of the approach or position of vessels of the enemy. With

muffled oars, they often reconnoitered the British ships at night, and sometimes cut off boats that ventured

from thera toward the shore.
" Knickerbocker Magazine.
^ There were a number of the Van Tassels living in the vicinity of the Greenburgh church. In Novem-

ber, 1777, a party of Chasseurs, under Captain Emerick, went up from Kingsbridge, surprised the Van Tas-

sels, burned their houses, stripped the- women and children of their clothing, and carried off Peter and Cor-

nelius Van Tassel prisoners. In retaliation for the outrage, the patriots fitted out an expedition at Tarry-

town under the command of Abraham Martlingh, which proceeded down the river in boats, passed the wa-

ter-guards of the enemy in safety, landed a little below Spuyten Devil Creek, set fire to General Oliver de

Lancey's house, and returned without losing a man. General De Lancey was a most active and bitter Loy-

alist. He will come under our observation in a conspicuous manner hereafter.

* The garrison consisted of five hundred infantry, forty light horse, a company of artillery, with two

twelve-pounders under Captain Horton, and Captain Crafts with a howitzer.

* This view is from the bank immediately above the rail-way station, looking northwest. In the fore-

ground is seen the wagon-road, passing by, on an arch of masonry, over the rail-way. On the left is the

wharf. Toward the right, in the distance, is seen the long pier and village of Piermont ; and at the ex-
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Old Fort at Dobbs's Ferry. The Livingston Mansion. Rendezvous of the British. The Palisadea. Tappan.

up in the vicinity, remains of which are still visible. One, a little southwest of the resi-

dence of Mr. Stephen Archer (the ancient mansion of Van Brugh Livingston), appears to

have been equally strong with the one just mentioned. A few rods north of thi

mansion, in a locust grove, on the west of the post-road, are very prominent re-

mains of a strong redoubt. They extended through the adjoining garden, but

there the mounds have been leveled and the fosse filled up. These forts com-

n. anded the ferry to Paramus (now Sneeden's) landing on the Jersey shore, and

also the passage of the river. They often greatly annoyed the

British shipping while passing and repassing.

In this vicinity the British portion of the enemy rendezvoused

a October 28, after the battle of White Plains, a before march-

b November 16. ing against Fort Washington ;'b and at Hastings,

one mile below, a British force of six thousand men, under Corn-

wallis, embarked in boats, and, crossing over to
ovem er

. Paramus, marched to the attack of Fort Lee, and

then commenced the pursuit of Washington and his broken army

through the Jerseys. Here, in January, 1777, the division of the American army under

Lincoln was encamped for a brief space. Here was the spot selected by Arnold for his first

conference with Andre in 1780 ; and here, on the night of the 3d of August, 1781, while

the American army lay in the neighborhood, and the chief's head-quarters were at the Liv-

ingston mansion, a skirmish ensued between some guard-boats of the enemy and the little

garrison of the fort on the river bank.

After viewing the remains of the old forts, and passing a pleasant half hour with Mr.

Archer (a member of the society of Friends) tipon the shaded porch of the Livingston Man-

sion, I crossed the Hudson in a small boat to Sneeden's, and proceeded on foot to Tappan,

a distance of about two miles, where I arrived in time to sketch the head-quarters of Wash-

ington, printed on page 196, and to visit the place of Andre's execution.

Tappan village lies in the bosom of a fertile, rolling valley, not far from the head of the

deep gorge which terminates on the Hudson at Piermont. Southwest of the village is a

lofty ridge, on which the American army lay encamped. Upon its gentle slope toward the

road to old Tappan, Major Andre was executed. Travelers passing up the Hudson, and

viewing with astonishment the mighty amorphous wall of the Palhades, along the western

shore, have no idea of the beauty and fertility of the country in the rear. The Palisades,

so bare and precipitous in front, present a heavily-wooded slope in the rear, reaching down

into a plain of great fertility. This plain extends, with a slight variance from a level, from

Tappan to Bergen Point, a distance of twenty-seven miles, and is watered by the Hacken-

sack and its tributaries. It was a country noted for the abundance of its forage at the time

of the Revolution, and was an eligible place for an army to encamp. After visiting the

interesting localities in the neighborhood, I walked to Piermont, about two miles distant,

where I arrived in time to embark in the boat of the Erie Rail-road Company, at eight

o'clock, for New York. Though "wearied and worn" with the day's ramble, let us turn

to history a while before retiring to rest.

Tappan, lying upon one of the great lines of communication from the East, by way of

treme right, in the distance, is the mountain near the foot of which Ardre and Arnold first met. Piermont

is the port of Tappan, the place where Andre was executed. The sketch here presented was made when

I visited Dobbs's Ferry in the autumn of 1849, after the rail-way was finished.

' This is a view from the lawn on the north side. It is embowered in trees and shrubbery, and is one

of the most pleasantly-iocated mansions in the country, overlooking interesting portions of the Hudson River.

Within its walls many of the leading men of the Revolution were entertained. It was the head-quarters

of Washington, when he abandoned an attempt to capture New York city, changed his plans, and marched

his whole army to Virginia to capture Cornwallis. There, at the close of the war, Washington, Governor

Clinton, and General Sir Guy Carleton, and their respective suites, met to make arrangements for the evac-

uation of the city of New York by the British. Washington and Clinton came down the river from West

Point in a barge ; Carleton ascended in a frigate. Four companies of American Infantry performed the

duty of guards on that occasion.
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Massacre of Baylor's Corps at Tappan. The "76 Stone House," where Andre was confined. Washington's Headquarters.

King's Ferry, was made a place of considerable importance as a camping-ground ; its posi-

tion among the hills, and yet contiguous to the river, being very favorable. When, in Sep-

tember, 1778, Cornwallis had possession of the Hudson portion ofNew Jersey, foraging par-

ties were sent in this direction, as well as scouts, to ascertain the condition of the posts at

West Point. General Knyphausen, with a large force, was at the same time on the east

side of the Hudson, at Dobbs's Ferry, and Washington believed that an expedition up the

river was intended. Lieutenant-colonel Baylor, with a regiment of light horse, was sent

to watch the movements of the enemy, and to intercept their scouts and foragers. He made
his head-quarters at old Tappan, and there lay in a state of such unsoldierly insecurity, that

Cornwallis was led to form a plan for taking his whole corps by surprise.' General Grey,

Septembers?, witli some light infantry and other troops, was sent, at night, to approach Tap-
^'^^- pan on the w^est, while a corps from Knyphausen's division was to approach

from the east, and thus surround and capture not only the sleepers in Baylor's camp, but a

body of militia, under Wayne, who were stationed near. Some deserters from the enemy'

gave the militia timely warning ; but Baylor's troops, who lay unarmed in barns,'' were not

apprised of the proximity of the enemy. At midnight. Grey approached silently, cut off a

sergeant's patrol of twelve men without noise, and completely surprised the troop of horse.

Unarmed, and in the power of the enemy, they asked for quarter, but this was inhumanly

refused by Grey, who, like Tr3fon, was a famous marauder during the war.' On this oc-

casion he gave special orders not to grant any quarter. Many of the soldiers were bayoneted

in cold blood. Out of one hundred and four persons, sixty-seven were killed or wounded.

Colonel Baylor was wounded and made prisoner, and seventy horses were butchered.

The event of the most importance which occurred at Tappan was the trial and execu-

tion of Major Andre. He was confined, while there, in the old stone mansion, now
occupied as a tavern, and called the "76 Stone House." Its M'hole appearance has

been materially changed. The room wherein the unfortunate prisoner was confined, and

which was kept with care in its original condition more than half a century, has been en-

larged and improved for the purposes of a hall-room I I was there a few years ago, when
the then owner was committing the sacrilege, and he boasted, with great satisfaction, that

he had received a " whole dollar for the old look that fastened up Major Andrew I" Sen-

timent does not obey the laws of trade

—it seems to cheapen with a decrease

of supply. The sign-board is now the

only evidence that there is any on

hand at the " 76 Stone House." The
trial took place in the old Dutch

church, which M'as torn down in 1 836.

Upon its site another and larger one

of brick has been erected. It stands

within a few yards of the house where

Andre was confined. Washington's

head-quarters were in the old stone

building now occupied by Samuel S.

Verbryck, situated near the road from

Sneeden's Landing, within a kw rods

of its junction with the main street
Washington's Head-quarters at Tappan.-*

i Gordon, ii., 391.
* The encampment, on the night in question, was about two and a half miles southwest of Tappan vil-

lage, near the Hackensack River.

^ General Grey, on account of his common practice of ordering the men under his command to take the

flints out of their muskets, that they might be confined to the use of the bayonet, acquired the uarae of ihe

no-flint general.

* This view is from the yard, near the well. The date of its erection (1700) is made by a peculiar ar-

rangement of the bricks in the front wall. In the large room called " Washington's quarters" the fire-
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Oourt of Inquiry in Andre's Case. The Prisoner's Conduct Names of those who composed the Court. Judge Laurance.

of the village. It was then owned by John de Windt, a native of St. Thomas's, West In-

dies, and grandfather of Mrs. Verbryck, who now resides there.

I have mentioned that, on the arrival of Washington at Tappan, he ordered a court of

ir.;j"yrct vf^h-ia oot^vf, ponsistinff of fourteen o-pneral officers,' was convened at Tappan on the

of the court was made known to him, the heroiogth of September, and on that day Major
ration of all. He exhibited no fear of death, bu^^dre was arraigned before it and ex-

uneasiness ; he wished to die as a soldier, not aSirjiJned. John Laurance,'' afterward

mander, he obtained permission of Washington t distinguished legislator and jurist, was
for the purpose of assuring him that the dilemn,dge advocate. Andre made a plain state-

was not attributable to the duty required of him lent of the facts we have been considering;

presentiment of his fate, and said, " I have a mot.j^uo.^^,]edged and confirmed the truthfulness

my commission would be an object, as the loss of ^ ^jg statements in his letter to General

There could be no question among military metashington from Salem ; confessed that he

J \f

\\

fc

\
ne ashore from the Vulture in the night,

e c no e^2
tvithout a flas^ ; and answered the query

tllG StllTiG tl J '^ X J

Andre to W-he Board, whether he had any thing fur-

page 202). r to say respect-

and the tree the charges pre-
preparing th^j -^^^ ^^
tree, Mercy, °

, . ^
On the top (l-emarkmg, " I

figure of Brite them to oper-

plished youtlvith the Board,
" ^''':'^'^ t°

^Vaded that you
by his merit a, . ,,

iieneral of the Jo
nie Justice.

important butfas remanded

Lo'pfison, auu, anei a long and caieful deliberation, the Board re-

ported, " That Major Andre, adjutant general of the British army,

ought to be considered as a spy from the enemy, and that, agreea-

bly to the law and usage of nations, it is their opinion he ought to major Andee.3

suffer death." On the next day Washington signified his approval From a Pendi sketch.

of the decision as follows :

place is surrounded by Dutch pictorial tiles illustrative of Scripture scenes. Indeed, the whole house re-

mains in precisely the same condition, except what the elements have changed externally, as it was when
the chief occupied it. When I visited it, Mrs. Verbryck's sister, an old lady of eighty, was there. She said

she remembered sitting often upon Washington's knee. She was then ten years old.

^ The following are the names of the officers who composed the court martial on that occasion : Major-

generals Greene, Stirling, St. Clair, La Fayette, R. Howe, and the Baron Steuben ; and Brigadiers Parsons,

James Clinton, Knox, Glover, Paterson, Hand, Huntington, and Stark. General Greeiie was president of

the board, and John Laurance judge-advocate general.

^ Mr. Laurance was a native of Cornwall, England, where he was born in 1750. He held the rank of

colonel in the Continental army, and was highly esteemed by the commander-in-chief. Colonel Laurance
was a representative for New York in the first Congress held after the adoption of the Federal Constitution,

and retained a seat therein during President Washington's first administration. On his retiring from office,

Washington appointed him a judge of the District Court of New York. He was elected to the United

States Senate in 1796, and served four years, when he resigned his seat and retired to private life. He
died at No. 356 Broadway, New York, in November, 1810, in the sixtieth year of his age. Judge Lau-

rance married a daughter of General Alexander M'Dougall, of the Continental arm)', who, with Sears, Wil-

lett, Lamb, and others, early and earnestly opposed the British government in its aggressive acts. An in-

teresting sketch of the public life of Judge Laurance, from the pen of Edwin Williams, Esq., was published

in a New York journal in February, 1851.
* This is a fac simile of a pencil sketch which I received from London with the drawing of Andre's

monument in Westminster Abbey, printed on page 199. I do not know from what picture the artist

copied, but, considering the channel through which I received it, 1 think it may be relied on as a correct

profile.

John Andr^ was a native of London, where he was born in 1751. His parents were from Geneva, in

Switzerland, and at that place he was educated. He returned to London before he was eighteen years of

age, and entered the counting-house of a respectable merchant, where he continued nearly four years
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Washington's Approval of the Becision of the Court. Memoii- of Andrfi. Honora Sneyd. Mr. Edgeworth. Miss Seward.

" Head-quarters, September 30, 1780.

" The commander-in-chief approves of the opinion of the Board of general officers respect-

ing Major Andre, and orders that the execution of Major Andre take place to-morrow at

five o'clock P.M." ^i me pos.o a„

i large force, was at the same time on the east

Possessing a literary taste and promising genius ^Washington believed that an expedition up the
day, among whom was Miss Anna Seward, the dat , . , .

. r i- i . i•"
. ° , XT c J u • ,\.i .r.aylor, with a regiment ot light horse, was sent

a cousm named Honora Snevd, a charmmg girl oi -^ '
= <= '

reciprocated by the young lady, and they made an .to intercept their scouts and foragers. He made
posed his authority against the match, and the malay in a state of such uusoldierly insecurity, that
was wedded to Richard Lovell Edgeworth,! fathe,

j^jg ^j^^jg (j^j-ps by surprise.' General Grey,
wife. Until that event occurred, Andre had chen,, , x x • i x x i m
a- ^ ^, rp. r I, „ „o »,„>ther troops, was sent, at night, to approach 1 ap-

effect their reunion. The portal ol hope was no' r '

.
."^ ^^ '

solved to seek relief from the bitter associations ps from Knyphausen's division was to approach

army which came to America in 1775. He was lure not only the sleepers in Baylor's camp, but a
was captured by Montgomery, and was sent to Ljg^^tjojjg^j ^^^j. g^^g deserters from the enemy'
from that place, he said, " I have been taken priscf, , , , „ j • r 2 x
,, • , r TT u- u T 1 J • Jor s troops, who lay unarmed in barns, were not
the picture of Honora, which 1 concealed in rayr ^ '

•'
. ^

This picture had been delineated by his own hant^At midnight. Grey approached silently, cut off a

first acquaintance with her at Buxton, in 1769.hoise, and completely surprised the troop of horse.

aflTectionate regards of his commander, Sir Henrjf^ ^j^^y asked for quarter, but this was inhumanly
of the British army in America, with the rank 6 r i i • xi 3 /^ xi

•

, . ,j ., -^
1 X X •

. xu . lamous marauder during the war. Un this oc-
when Arnold, the wily serpent, crept into the par

r 1 t
not yet thirty years old when he suffered the de^any quarter. Many of the soldiers were bayoneted

Major Andre possessed a graceful and handj four persons, sixty-seven were killed or wounded,
passionately fond of the fine arts, and his jourKprigouer, and seventy horses were butchered.
drawings of such obiects of interest as attraf^ted,

^ 1 i. rr< xi x •
1 i

f ,
" ,

'
, . . . , j.hich occurred at lappan was the trial and execu-

tor the loyal newspapers ; and It IS a singular 1; ^ , , ., ,
•

i 11
Chase, was published in Rivington's Royal cnnned, while there, in the old stone mansion, now
day of his capture. It ends with the followinjie " 76 Stone House." Its whole appearance has

"And now I've closed my epic strain,

I tremble as I show it.

Lest this same warrio-drover, Wayne,
Should ever catch the poet !"|:

His memory has been embalmed in verse by his friend. Miss Seward ;§ and his king testified his admiration

of his character and genius by the erection of a beautiful monument to his honor in Westminster Abbey,

near the Pocts^ Corner. The monument is in relief against the wall, and is about seven and a half feet in

height. It is composed of a sarcophagus, elevated on a molded paneled base and plinth, and was executed

in statuary marble by P. M. Van Gelder, from a design by Robert Adam. On the front of the sarcophagus

is a basso relievo, in which is represented General Washington and officers in a tent at the moment when

* Miss Seward, in her poem entitled " Tlie Anniversary," thus alludes to her cousin

:

" Why fled ye all so fast, ye happy hours,

That saw Honora's eyes adorn these bowers t

Tliese darling bowers that much she loved to hail

;

The spires she called The Ladies of the Vale !"

t Mr. Edgeworth was educated partly at Trinity College, Dublin, and partly at Oxford. Before he was twenty, he ran off

with Miss Elers, a young lady of Oxford, to whom he was married at Gretna Green. He embarked in a life of gaycty and dis-

sipation. In 1770 he succeeded to his Irish property. During a visit to Litchfield soon afterward, he saw Honora Sneyd, loved

her, and married her after the death of his wife. Honora died six years afterward of consumption, when he married her sister.

Chambers's Cyclopedia of English Literature, ii.. 568.

J This satirical poem was written at General Clinton's headquarters, now No. 1 Broadway, New York. It is not a little sin-

gular that Wayne commanded the division of the army at Tappan when Andre was executed.

§ In Ainsworth's Magazine of a recent date I find the following record of ^ dream realized: " Major Andrd, the circumstances

of whose lamented death are too well known to make it necessary for me to detail them here, was a friend of Miss Seward's,

and, previously to his embarkation for America, he made a journey into Derbyshire to pay her a visit, and it was arranged that

they should ride over to see the wonders of the Peak, and introduce Andre to Newton, her minstrel, as she called him, and to

Mr. Cunningham, the curate, who was also a poet.

" Wliile these two gentlemen were awaiting the arrival of their guests, of whose intentions they had been apprised, Mr. Cun-

nineham mentioned to Newton that, on the preceding night, he had a very extraordinary dream, which he could not get out of

his head. He had fancied himself in a forest ; the place was strange to him ; and, while looking about, he perceived a horse-

man approaching at gi-eat speed, who had scarcely reached the spot where the dreamer stood, when three men rushed out of

the thicket, and, seizing' his bridle, hurried him away, after closely searching his person. The countenance of the stranger being

very interesting, the sympathy felt by the sleeper for his apparent misfortune awoke him ; but he presently fell asleep again,

and dreamed that he was standing near a great city, among thousands of people, and that he saw the same person he had seen

seized in the wood brought out and suspended to a gallows. When Andre and Miss Seward arrived, he was horror-struck to

perceive that his new acquaintance was the antitype of the man in the dream."
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Andre's Death-warrant. His Will. Disposition of his Remains. His Monument.

The youth, candor, and gentlemanly bearing of Andre during the trying scenes of his

examination made a deep impression upon the court ;
and had the decision of those officers

been in consonance with their feelings instead of their judgments and the stern necessities

imposed by the expedients of war, he would not have suffered death. When the decision

of the court was made known to him, the heroic firmness of his mind challenged the admi-

ration of all. He exhibited no fear of death, but the manner was a subject that gave him

uneasiness ; he wished to die as a soldier, not as a spy. Tender of the feelings of his com-

mander, he obtained permission of Washington to write to Sir Henry Clinton,

for the purpose of assuring him that the dilemma in which he found himself

was not attributable to the duty required of him by his general. In that letter he implied a

presentiment of his fate, and said, " I have a mother and two sisters, to whom the value of

my commission would be an object, as the loss of Grenada has much effected their income.'"

There could be no question among military men as to the equity of Andre's sentence, and

September 29.

3^-

the chief had received the report of the court of inquiry
; at

the same time a messenger has arrived with the letter from

Andre to Washington, petitioning for a soldier's death (see

page 202) . On the right is a guard of Continental soldiers,

and the tree on which Andre was executed. Two men are

preparing the prisoner for execution, while at the foot of the

tree, Mercy, accompanied by Innocence, is bewailing his fate.

On the top of the sarcophagus is the British lion, and the

figure of Britannia, who is lamenting the fate of the accom-

plished youth. Upon a panel is the following inscription :

" Sacrecf to the memory of Major John Andre, who, raised

by his merit at an early period of life to the rank of adjutant

general of the British forces in America, and employed in an

important but hazardous enterprise, fell a sacrifice to his zeal

for his king and country, on the 2d of October, A.D. 1780,

universally beloved and esteemed by the army in which he

served, and lamented even by his Foes. His gracious sov-

ereign. King George the Third, has caused this monu-

ment to be erected." On the base of the pedestal upon

v/hich the sarcophagus rests has subsequently been inscribed

the following :
" The remains of Major John Andre were,

on the 10th of August, 1821, removed from Tappan by

James Buchanan, Esq., his majesty's consul at New York,

under instructions from his Royal Highness, the Duke of

York ;
and with the permission of the Dean and Chapter,

finally deposited in a grave contiguous to this monument, on

the 28th of November, 1821."*'

The king settled a pension upon the family of Andre ; and, to wipe out the imputed stain produced by

his death as a spv, the honor of knighthood was conferred upon his brother. A certified copy of Andre's

will is in the office of the Surrogate of New York. It is dated at Staten Island, 7th of June, 1777, and

signed "John A.\dre, captain in the 26th regiment of foot." The date of probate is October 12, 1780,

ten days after his execution. The will is sworn to October 9, 1781, before Carey Ludlow, Esq., then

Surrogate of New York. By his will, Andre gave the bulk of his property to his three sisters (Maria, Anna

Marguerite, and Louisa) and his brother, each -^3.500, on condition that they pay to his mother, Mary Louise

Andre, each $50 a year. Anna Marguerite Andre—"the tuneful Anna," as Miss Seward called her—

his last surviving sister, lived a maiden, and died in London in 1848, at the age of ninety years. Andre's

watch was sold for the benefit of his captors. It was bought by Colonel William S. Smith, of the Conti-

nental army, for thirty guineas, and, through General Robertson, he generously transmitted it to Andre's

family. His commission was sold by Sir Henry Clinton for the benefit of his mother and sisters.

^ Colonel Hamilton, who was the bearer of the request from Andre to Washington asking his permission

to send this open letter to Clinton, observes, in an account which he gave to Colonel Laurens, that Andre

seemed to foresee the result of the proceedings in which he was concerned. " There is only one thing

which disturbs my tranquillity," he said to Hamilton. "Sir Henry Clinton has been too good to me; he

has been lavish of his kindness ; I am bound to him by too many obligations, and love him too well, to bear

the thought that he should reproach himself, or others should reproach him, on the supposition of my havmg

conceived myself obliged, by his instructions, to run the risk I did. I would not for the world leave a sting

in his mind that should imbitter his future days.''

Andbe's Monument in Westminster Abbey.

* An account of this transaction may be found on page 205.
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Equity of Andre's Stntence. Eflbrts to Save him. Embassy of Colonel Ogden. Washington Vilified.

yet there was a general desire on the part of the Americans to save his Hie. Washington

was deeply impressed with this feeUng, and was ready to employ any measure to effect it

consistent with his public duty.' The only mode to save Andre was to exchange him for

Arnold, and hold the traitor responsible for all the acts of his victim. This could hardly

be expected, for Sir Henry Clinton was a man of nice honor ; nor would the American com-

mander make a formal proposition of this kind. It was, however, determined that an op-

portunity for such an arrangement should be offered, and

a plan for that purpose was conceived. Washington

placed a packet of papers, directed to Sir Henry Clinton,

in the hands of a trusty ofRcer of the New Jersey line,

Captain Aaron Ogden, containing an official account of

the trial of Andre, the decision of the Board of inquiry,

and the letter written by Andre to his general. Ogden

was directed to go to General La Fayette for further in-

structions, after he should arrange his escort of men,

known for their tried fidelity. La Fayette was in com-

mand of the light infantry, stationed nearest to the Brit-

ish lines. He instructed Ogden to travel so slowly, that

when he should reach Paulus's Hook (now Jersey City),

it might be so late that he would be invited to stay all

night. He was then to communicate to the command-

/^0^i^l/Z^^'^t^ /"'^C^?^^?^^ ^'^t of the post, as if incidentally, the idea of an exchange

of Andre for Arnold. Every thing occurred as was an-

' Never was a sympathy more real, or feeling more genuine, than that exhibited by the American offi-

cers on this occasion; and yet the prejudiced M'Farland, after quoting from a letter of La Fayette to

his wife, in which he expressed his sympathy for Andre, says, " Some of the American generals, too, Za-

mented, but kept twisting the i^ope that was to hang him ;" and then falsely adds, " There are accounts

which say that the deep sympathy and regret was all a farce, and that Andre, who was a wit and a poet,

was most cordially hated by the Americans on account of some witticisms and satirical verses at their ex-

pense."

—

Pictorial History of the Reign of George III., i., 434.

The London General Evening Post for November 14th, 1780, in an article abusive of Washington, gives

a pretended account of Andre's "last words," in which the unfortunate man is made to say, "Remember
that I die as becomes a British officer, while the manner of my death must reflect disgrace on your com-

mander." Andre uttered no sentiment like this. Miss Seward, his early friend, on reading this account,

wrote thus in her " Monody on Major Andre :"

" Oh Washington ! I thought thee great and good,

Nor knew thy Nero-thirst for guiltless blood !

Severe to use the pow'r that Fortune gave,

Thou cool, determin'd murderer of the brave !

Lost to each fairer virtue, that inspires

The genuine fervor of the patriot fires

!

And you, the base abettors of the doom,

That sunk his blooming honors in the tomb,

Th' opprobrious tomb your harden'd hearts decreed
• While all he asked was as the brave to bleed !"

' Aaron Ogden was born the 3d of December, 1756, at Elizabethtown, New Jersej'. He graduated at

Princeton in 1773. He was nurtured in the love of Whig principles, and took an active part in the early

struggles of the patriots. In the winter of 1775-6, he was one of a party who boarded and captured a

vessef lying off Sandy Hook, named Blue ^fountain Valley, and carried her safely into Elizabethport. Mr.

0<Tden i-eceived an appointment in the first New Jersey regiment in the spring of 1777, and continued in

the service until the close of the war. He was in the battle of Brandywine in the autumn of 1777; was

briorade major in a portion of the advanced corps of General Lee at Monmouth in the summer of 1778, and

served as assistant aid-de-camp to Lord Stirling during that memorable day. He was aid-de-camp to Gen-

eral Maxwell in the expedition of Sullivan against the Indians in 1779, and was in the battle at Springfield,

in New Jersey, in 1780, where he had a horse shot under him. On the resignation of Rlaxwell, Ogden

was appointed to a captaincy of light infantry under La Fayette, and was serving in that capacity when

called upon to perform the delicate service mentioned in the text. He afterward accompanied La Fayette

in his memorable campaign in Virginia in 1781. At the siege of Yorktown, Captain Ogden and his com-

pany gallantly stormed the left redoubt of the enemy, for which he was " honored with the peculiar appro-



OF THE REVOLUTION. 201

Proposition to Exchange Andrfi for Arnold declined. A Deputation from the British General.

ticipated. The commandant received Ogden courteously, sent the packet across the river,

asked him to stay all night, and in the course of the evening Andre became the subject of

conversation. Ogden, in reply to the commandant's question, " Is there no way to spare

Andre's life ?" assured him that, if Sir Henry Clinton would give up Arnold, Andre might

be saved. He informed him, however, that he had no assurance to that effect from Wash-

ino-ton, but that he had reason to know that such an arrangement might be effected. The

commandant immediately left the company, crossed the river, and had an interview with

Clinton. Sir Henry promptly refused compliance, for honor would not allow the surrender

of a man who had deserted from the Americans and openly espoused the cause of the king.

This decision was communicated to Ogden, and he prepared to return to the camp. At

dawn, on mustering his men, a sergeant was missing—he had deserted to the enemy during

the night. No time could be lost in searching for the deserter, and Ogden returned to Tap-

pan without him.' October 1,

Great was the distress of Sir Henry Clinton on reading Washington's dispatch
^~^^-

and the letter of Andre. He immediately summoned a council of officers, and it was re-

solved that a deputation of three persons should proceed to the nearest American outpost,

open a communication with Washington, and, presenting proofs of the innocence of Andre,

endeavor to procure his release. Toward noon on the 1st of October, General Robertson,

Andrew Elliott, and William Smith, the deputation appointed by Clinton, accompanied by

Beverly Robinson as a witness in the case, arrived at Dobbs's Ferry, in the Greyhound

schooner, with a flag of truce. A request for a parley had been sent by Clinton to Wash-

ington, by Captain Ogden, in the morning. General Greene was deputed by the chief to

act in his behalf, and he was already at the ferry Avhen the Greyhound came to anchor.

General Robertson, with great courtesy of manner and flattering words, opened the confer-

ence, and was proceeding to discuss the subject at issue, when Greene politely interrupted

him by saying, " Let us understand our position. I meet you only as a private gentleman,

Jiot as an officer, for the case of an acknowledged spy admits of no discussion." With this

understanding the conference proceeded ; but Robertson produced nothing new calculated to

change Greene's opinion respecting the justice of the sentence of the prisoner. A letter from

Arnold to Washington, which had been kept in reserve, was now produced and read. The

deputies believed that this would have the desired effect, and kept it back until verbal ar-

guments should fail. Had their words been full of persuasion and convincing facts, this

letter, so hypocritical, malignant, and impudent, would have scattered all favorable impres-

sions in the mind of Greene to the winds. The traitor menaced Washington with dreadful

retaliation if Andre should be slain, and in prospective charged upon the commander-in-chief

the guilt of causing torrents of blood to flow.^ " It is hardly possible," says Sparks, " that

this letter could have been read by Sir Henry Clinton, although written at his request, with

bation of Washington." He applied himself to the study of the law after the war, and rose rapidly in his

profession. He was appointed one of the electors of president and vice-president in 1800, a state senator

in 1801, and in 1812 he was elected governor of New Jersey. He died in April, 1838, at the age of

eighty-two years.
' The desertion of the sergeant was arranged by Washington, without the knowledge of Ogden. The

object was to obtain information of much importance. A paper had been intercepted in which was found

the name of General St. Clair, so relatively connected with other particulars as to excite a suspicion that he

was concerned in Arnold's treason. The intelligent sergeant soon ascertained that there were no grounds

for such suspicion, and that the paper in question was designed by the enemy to fall into Washingtoti's

hands, and excite jealousy and ill feelings among the American officers. The papers were traced to a Brit-

ish emissary named Brown. The sergeant found means to convey this intelligence to Washington.

2 "
If, after this jast and candid representation of Major Andre's case," wrote Arnold, " the board of gen-

eral officers adhere to their former opinion, I shall suppose it dictated by passion and resentment ;
and if

that gentleman should suffer the severity of their sentence, I shall think myself bound by every tie of duty

and honor to retaliate on such unhappy persons of your army as may fall in my power, that the respect due

to flags and the law of nations may be better understood and observed."

What could have been more injudicious than holding such language to Washington, under the circum-

stances? and as to the " respect due to flags," the traitor well knew that in no part of the transaction had

Andre been under such protection.

II, o
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Result of the Efforts to Save Andrd. His Letter to Washington asking to be Shot Willis's Paraphrase.

a view of operating on the judgment and clemency of Washington. Could any language

written by an individual have a more opposite tendency ? Disgust and contempt were the

only emotions it could excite ; and it was at least an evidence that neither the understand-

ing or the heart of the writer had been improved by his political change. Hitherto he had
discovered acuteness and mental resources, but in this act his folly was commensurate with

his wickedness."'

The conference ended at sunset, and Greene returned to Tappan. Robertson expressed

his confidence in Greene's candor in communicating the substance of their discussion to

Washington ; informed him that he should remain on board the Greyhound all night, and

expressed a hope that in the morning he might take Major Andre back with him, or at least

bear to his general an assurance of his ultimate safety. At an early hour the next morn-

October 2, i"g the commissioners received a note from Greene, stating that the opinion and
1780. decision of Washington were unchanged, and that the prisoner would be executed

that day. Robertson was overwhelmed with astonishment and grief He had written to

Chnton the evening before, expressing his belief that Andre was safe. The wish was father

to the thought, for he had no reasonable warrant for such a conclusion, except in the known
clemency of General Washington. Reluctant to return without some word of consoling

hope for Clinton, Robertson wrote a letter to Washington, recapitulating the points discussed

at the conference ; but it was of no avail. No new fact was presented ; no new phase was
exhibited. Sir Henry Clinton also wrote a long letter to Washington, offering some im-

portant prisoners in exchange ; but it was too late. Let us turn from the contemplation

of their noble efforts to save the prisoner, to the victim himself

I have said that Andre had no fear of death, but the manner was a subject that dis-

turbed him. When the sentence of the Board was communicated to him, he evinced no

surprise or evident emotion ; he only remarked, that, since he was to die, there was still a

choice in the mode, which would make a material difference in his feelings. He was anx-

ious to be shot—to die the death of a soldier—and for this privilege he importuned Wash-
ington, in a letter written the day before his execution.^ He pleaded with a touching yet

manly earnestness for this boon, but it could not be granted by the customs of war. Un-
willing to wound his feelings by a positive refusal, no answer was returned either to his

verbal solicitation or his letter, and he was left the consoling hope that his wish might pos-

sibly be gratified.

The 1st of October, at five o'clock in the afternoon, had been fixed for the time of his

' Life of Arnold, Jlmer. Biog., iii., 275.
^ The following is a copy of his letter : the original is at Charlottesville, Virginia.

" Sir,—Buoyed above the terror of death by the consciousness of a life devoted to honorable pursuits,

and stained with no action that can give me remorse, I trust that the request I make to your excellency at

this serious period, and which is to soften my last moments, will not be rejected. Sympathy toward a sol-

dier will surely induce 3'our excellency, and a military tribunal, to adapt the mode of my death to the feel-

ings of a man of honor. Let me hope, sir, that if aught in my character impresses you with esteem toward

me, if aught in my misfortunes marks me as the victim of policy and not of resentment, I shall experience

the operation of these feelings in your breast by being informed that I am not to die on a gibbet.

" I have the honor to be, your excellency's most obedient and most humble servant,

" John Andre."
This letter has been thus beautifully paraphrased, in verse, by N. P. Willis

:

" It is not the fear of death I can give up the young fame

That damps my brow
;

I burn'd to win

;

It is not for another breath All—but the spotless name
I ask thee now

;

I glory in.

I can die with a lip unstirr'd,

And a quiet heart— " Thine is the power to give,

Let but this prayer be heard Thine to deny.

Ere I depart. Joy ff"" 'he hour I live,

Calmness to die.

' I can give up my mother's look

—

By all the brave should cherish.

My sister's kiss; By my dying breath,

I can think of love—yet brook , I ask that I may perish

A death like this

!

By a soldier's death."
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Andrd's Composure of Mind. Pen-and-ink Sketch of himself. Name of his Executioner.

execution, but, in consequence of the protracted conference at Dobbs's Ferry, it was post-

poned until the next day. Andre had procured his military suit, and in calmness counted

Major Andre.
From a Penandink Sketch by himself.!

the speeding hours of his life, talking with selfpossession to those who visited him, and even

indulging in the practice of his favorite accomplishment. On the morning of the day fixed

for his execution, he sketched with a pen a likeness of himself, sitting by a table, October i

of which a fac simile is here given. The original is now in the Truynbull Gal- ^'^''•

lery at Yale College. It will be seen that there is a strong resemblance in the features of

this sketch to those in the portrait on page 197.

Major Andre was executed at Tappan, at twelve o'clock, on the 2d of October, 1780.^

Doctor Thacher, then a surgeon in the Continental army, and present on the occasion, has

left the following account in his Journal :
" Major Andre is no more among the living. I

have just witnessed his exit. It was a tragical scene of the deepest irrterest The

' I copied this fac simile from one in Sparks's Life and Treason of Arnold, where is given the following

extract from a letter, written by Ebenezer Baldwin to the president of Yale College, and dated at New
Haven, August 8th, 1832:

" It affords me pleasure, as agent of Mr. Jabez L. Tomlinson, of Stratford, and of Mr. Nathan Beers [see

page 431, volume i., for a notice of Mr. Beers], of this city, to request your acceptance of the accompany-

in<T miniature of Major John Andre. It is his likeness, seated at a table, in his guard-room, and drawn

by himself, with a pen, on the morning of the day fixed for his execution. Mr. Tomlinson informs me that

a respite was granted until the next day, and that this miniature was in the mean time presented to him

(then acting as officer of the guard) by Major Andre himself. Mr. Tomlinson was present when the sketch

was made, and says it was drawn without the aid of a [looking] glass. The sketch subsequently passed

into the hands of Mr. Beers, a fellow-officer of Mr. Tomlinson, on the station, and from thence was trans-

ferred to me. It has been in my possession several years."

2 His executioner was a Tory named Strickland, who resided in the Ramapo Valley. He was in con-

finement at Tappan, and was set at liberty on condition that he should perform the office of hangman. Ben-

jamin Abbot, a drum-major, who died at Nashua, New Hampshire, in June, 1851, at the age of 92 years,

played the dead march on that occasion.
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Dr. Thacher's Account of Andre's Execution. Feelings of the Spectators. The Place of his Death and Burial.

.'^^^--

principal guard-officer, who was constantly in the room with the prisoner, relates, that when

the hour of execution was announced to him in the morning, he received it without emotion,

and, while all present were affected with silent gloom, he retained a firm countenance, with

calmness and composure of mind. Observing his servant enter his room in tears, he ex-

claimed, ' Leave me, until you can show yourself more manly.' His breakfast being sent

to him from the table of General Washington, which had been done every day of his con-

finement, he partook of it as usual, and, having shaved and dressed himself, he placed his

hat on the table, and cheerfully said to the

guard-officers, ' I am ready at any moment,

gentlemen, to wait on you.' The fatal hour

having arrived, a large detachment of troops

was paraded, and an immense concourse of

people assembled. Almost all our general and

field officers, excepting his excellency' and his

staff, were present on horseback. Melancholy

and gloom pervaded all ranks, and the scene

was awfully affecting. I was so near, during

the solemn march to the fatal spot, as to ob-

serve every movement, and to participate in

every emotion the melancholy scene was cal-

culated to produce. Major Andre walked

from the stone house in which he had been

confined between two of our subaltern offi-

cers, arm-in-arm. The eyes of the immense

multitude were fixed on him, who, rising su-

perior to the fears of death, appeared as if con-

scious of the dignified deportment he display-

ed. He betrayed no want of fortitude, but

retained a complacent smile on his countenance, and politely bowed to several gentlemen

whom he knew, which was respectfully returned. It was his earnest desire to be shot, as

being the mode of death most conformable to the feelings of a military man, and he had in-

dulged the hope that his request would be granted. At the moment, therefore, when sud-

denly he came in view of the gallows, he involuntarily started backward and made a pause.

' Why this emotion, sir V said an officer by his side. Instantly recovering his composure,

he said, ' I am reconciled to my death, but I detest the mode.' While waiting, and stand-

ing near the gallows, I observed some degree of trepidation—placing his foot on a stone and

rolling it over, and choking in his throat as if attempting to swallow. So soon, however,

as he perceived that things were in readiness, he stepped quickly into the wagon, and at

this moment he appeared to shrink ; but, instantly elevating his head with firmness, he said,

' It will be but a momentary pang ;' and, taking from his pocket two white handkerchiefs,

the provost marshal, with one, loosely pinioned his arms, and with the other the victim,

after taking olF his hat and stock, bandaged his own eyes with perfect firmness, which melt-

ed the hearts and moistened the cheeks not only of his servant, but of the throng of spec-

tators. The rope being appended to the gallows, he slipped the noose over his head, and

adjusted it to his neck, without the assistance of the awkward executioner. Colonel Scam-

mel now informed him that he had an opportunity to speak, if he desired it. He raised the

' It is said that Washington never saw Major Andre, having avoided a personal interview with him from

the beginning.
'^ The place of Andre's execution is now designated by a stone, lying on the right of a lane which runs

from the highway from Tappan village to old Tappan, on the westerly side of a large peach orchard owned
by Dr. Bartow, about a quarter of a mile from Washington's head-quarters. The stone is a small bowlder,

on the upper surface of which is inscribed "Andre executed Oct. 2d, 1780." It is about three feet in

length. This stone was placed there and inscribed in 1847, by a patriotic merchant of New York. A
more elegant and durable monument should be erected upon the spot.

Plack of Execution.2
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The Captors of Andre rewarded. Disinterment of Andre's Remains. Honored by the Duke of York.

handkerchief from his eyes, and said, ' I pray you to bear me witness that I meet my fate

like a brave man.' The wagon being now removed from under him, he was suspended, and

instantly expired. It proved, indeed, ' but a momentary pang.' He was dressed in his

royal regimentals and boots. His remains, in the same dress, were placed in an ordinary

coffin, and interred at the foot of the gallows ;' and the spot was consecrated by the tears

of thousands. Thus died, in the bloom ot life, the accomplished Major Andre, the pride of

the royal army, and the valued friend of Sir Henry Clinton."'

The captors of Andre (Paulding, Williams,' and Van Wart), were nobly rewarded by Con-

gress for their fidelity. In a letter to the president of Congress, Washington said, October?,

" Their conduct merits our warmest esteem ; and I beg leave to add, that I think ^'*°-

the public would do well to allow them a handsome gratuity. They have prevented, in

all probability, our sufiering one of the severest strokes that could have been meditated

against us." Pursuant to this recommendation, Congress adopted a resolution Novembers,

expressive of the public sense of the virtuous and patriotic conduct of the " three ^'^''•

young volunteer militia-men," and ordered "that each of them receive ajinually, out of the

public treasury, two hundred dollars in specie, or an equivalent in the current money of

these states
p^.j->^ -*->-x<_,

The Captoks' Medal.

PATRI^, ' the

love of coun-

try conquers,'

and forward

them to the

commander-

in-chief, who
is requested to

present the

same, with a

copy of this

resolution and

the thanks of

Congress, for

their fidelity,

and the emi-

nent service

during life,

and that the

Board ofWar
procure for

each of them

a silver med-

al, on one side

of which shall

be a shield

with this in-

scription, Fi-

delity, and

on the other

the following

motto : Vin-

cent AMOR

' In a subsequent publication by Doctor Thacher, entitled Observations relating to the Execution of Major

Andre, he sa\'s that the regimentals of that officer were given to his servant. His remains were taken up

in 1831 by Mr. Buchanan, the British consul at New York, removed to England, and deposited near his

monument in Westminster Abbey. As no metallic buttons were found in his grave, it is evident he had

been stripped of his regimentals before burial. He was interred in an open field then belonging to a Mr.

Mabie.

Mr. Buchanan published an interesting account of the disinterment in 1831. It was done by command

of the Duke of York. On opening the grave, the moldering coffin was found about three feet below the

surface. The roots of a peach-tree, which some .sympathizing hand had planted at the head of his grave,

had twined like a net-work around the young hero's skull. A leather string, which he had used for tying

his hair, was perfect ; this Mr. Buchanan sent to Andre's surviving sisters. Whde a prisoner after his cap-

ture at St. John's in 1775, Andre parted with his watch. This was also obtained and sent to his sisters.

Two small cedars were growing by the grave. A portion of one of these was sent to England with the

remains, and Mr. Buchanan suggested to the duke the propriety of having a snuff-box made of some of the

wood, as a present for the Reverend Mr. Demarat, of Tappan, who greatly assisted the consul in the dis-

interment. The duke had an elegant box made, lined with gold, and inscribed " From his royal highness

the Duke of York to the Reverend Mr. Demarat." Mr. Buchanan received a silver inkstand, inscribed

" The surviving sisters of Major Andre to James Buchanan, Esq., his majesty's consul, New York."

They also sent a silver cup, with a similar inscription, to Mr. Demarat.

• 'Military Journal, p. 222, 223.
3 David Williams was born in Tarrytown, October 21st, 1754. He entered the army in 1775, was

under Montgomery at St. John's and Quebec, and continued in the militia service until 1779. He took an

active part asrainst the Cow-boys and Skinners on the Neutral Ground. He was not in regular service when

he joined in the expedition the day before the capture of Andre. After the war, he married a Miss Bene-
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Desire to secure Arnold. A Plan to Abduct him. Its Execution committed to Major Henry Lee.

they have rendered their country."* The medals were afterward given to the three indi-

viduals by Washington hinaself, at head-quarters, and the captors enjoyed the annuity dur-

ing their lives.''

Commensurate with the strong feeling of sympathy evinced for Andre was the sentiment

of indignant hatred and disgust of Arnold, and it was the ardent desire of Washington and

his compatriots to obtain possession of the person of the arch-traitor and punish him as his

wickedness deserved. Various plans Avere arranged, secret and open, to capture him, and

several expeditions were formed for that avowed object. One, while the army was yet at

Tappan, and the tears of sympathy for poor Andre were hardly dry upon the cheeks of the

soldiers, was almost successful. It was known only to Washington, Major Henry Lee, and

Sergeant Champe, the latter the principal actor in the movement.

Washington had learned that Arnold's quarters in New York were next door to those of

Sir Henry Clinton (now No. 3 Broadway), and that he seemed to feel so secure with his

new friends that his usual caution was but little exercised. The chief conceived a plan for

abducting the traitor and bringing him to the American camp. The principal difficulty

appeared to be to procure the proper instruments for such an enterprise. Recent events

had made the commander-in-chief suspicious, for he knew not where smaller traitors might

be lurking. He sent for Major Henry Lee, the commandant of a brave legion of cavalry
;

a man in whose patriotism, prudence, and judgment he knew he could confide. Already he

had intrusted to this officer the delicate service of ascertaining the truth of many flying ru-

mors that other officers of high rank were likely to follow Arnold's example. To him Wash-
ington disclosed his wishes. " I have sent for you, Major Lee," he said, " in the expecta-

tion that you have in your corps individuals capable and willing to undertake an indispens-

able, delicate, and hazardous project. Whoever comes forward on this occasion will lay me
under great obligations personally, and in behalf of the United States I will reward him am-
ply. No time is to be lost ; he must proceed, if possible, to-night." The nature of the

service was disclosed to Lee, and he promptly replied to his commander that he had no

doubt his legion contained many men daring enough to undertake any enterprise, however
perilous

; but for the service required there was needed a combination of talent rarely found

in the same individual.^ Lee suggested a plan which was highly approved of by Washing-

diet, and settled in Schoharie eonnty. He died at Broome, in that county, on the 2d day of August, 1831,
at the age of seventy-seven. His remains were interred, with military honors, at Livingstonville, in the
presence of a large concourse of citizens. His widow, I believe, is yet living with her son at Broome, at

the a^e of ninety-four. Ten years after the death of her husband, she obtained a continuance of his pension,

which had been stopped at his death, receiving •'$2000 at once. Congress has been repeatedly petitioned

lor an appropriation to erect a monument to Williams, but without success. See Simms's Schoharie County.
' Journals of Congress, vl., 154.
^ In 1817, Mr. Paulding applied to Congress for an augmentation of his annuity. Major Tallmadge,

who was then a memlier of the House of Representatives, strongly opposed the prayer of the petitioner, on
the ground that he and his companions had been more than compensated for the real patriotism which they
exercised on the occasion of making Major Andre a prisoner. The statements of Andre, at the time, im-
pressed Tallmadge with the belief that the plunder of a traveler was their first incentive to arrest his prog-
ress, and that, could they have been certified of their prisoner's ability to perform his promises of large pay
for his release, they would not have detained him. Andre solemnly asserted that they first ripped up the
housings of his .saddle and the cape of his coat, in search of money, but finding none, one of the party said,
" He may have it [money] in his boots." The discovery of the papers there concealed gave them the first

idea that he might be a spy. Major Andre was of opinion that if he could have given them a small sum
in specie at first, they would have let him pass ; but he only had a small amount in Continental bills, which
was given him by Smith. While we may not claim entire purity of intent on the part of the captors when
they first arrested the progress of Andre, we can not doubt the strength of their patriotism to withstand the
lure of large bribes after they discovered his real character. For particulars on this point, see a small vol-

ume, entitled Vindication of the Captors of Major Jndre, published in New York in 1817; also Walsh's
American Register, vol. ii., 1817. In this volume of the Register may be found a translation of Marbois's
Complot du Arnold.

' In addition to the capture of Arnold, the emissary was to be commissioned to ferret out information
touching the alleged defection of other ofiicers of the Continental army. Already, as we have noticed, a
sergeant under the command of Captain Ogden had been employed for such a purpose, and satisfied Wash-
ington of the innocence of one general oflicer who was accused.
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Sergeant Champe. His Sense of Honor. Consents to attempt the Abduction of Araold. His Desertion favored by Lee.

ton. He named Champe, the serjjeant major of his cavalry, as every way well qualified

for the service, but he was afraid his sense of personal honor would not allow him to take

the first step in the perilous expedition—desertion—for he was anxiously awaiting a va-

cancy in the corps to receive a promised commission.'

Lee sent instantly for Champe, communicated to him the wishes of Washington, and de-

picted, with all the earnestness and eloquence of which he was master, the glory that await-

ed him, if successful. Champe listened with the deepest attention, his countenance evincing

the greatest excitement of feeling. He expressed himself charmed with the plan, and its

proposed beneficial results ; declared that he was ready to embark in any enterprise for his

country's good, however perilous, which did not involve his honor ; but the idea of desertion

to the enemy, and hypocritically espousing the cause of the king, were obstacles in his way

too grave to be disregarded, and he prayed to be excused. Lee combated these scruples

with every argument calculated to impress the heart of a brave soldier. He spoke of the

personal honor which success promised ; the honor of the corps to which he belonged ; the

great service which he would perform for his beloved commander-in-chief, and the plaudits

of his countrymen. He told him that desertion, by request of his general, for a laudable

purpose, carried with it no dishonor, and that the stain upon his character would remain

only until prudence should allow the publication of the facts. After long persuasion, the

sergeant major consented to undertake the mission, and preparations were immediately made.

Washington had already drawn up instructions. These were read to Champe, and he

carefully noted their import in such a way that their true meaning could not be understood

by another. He was to deliver letters to two individuals in New York, unknown to each

other, who had long been in the confidence of the general. He was to procure such aid in

bringing Arnold away as his judgment should dictate ; and he was strictly enjoined to for-

bear killing the traitor under any circumstances.^ These preliminaries being settled, the

difficulties that lay in his way between the camp and the enemy's outposts at Paulus's Hook,

were next considered. There were many pickets and patrols in the way, and stragghng

parties of American irregulars often ventured almost to Bergen Point in search of booty or

an adventure. Major Lee could ofi^er the sergeant no aid against these dangers, lest he

should be involved in the charge of favoring his desertion, and Champe was left to his own

resources. All that Lee could do was to delay pursuit as long as possible, after it should

be ascertained that the sergeant major had deserted.

At eleven o'clock at night, Champe took his cloak, valise, and orderly-book, October 20,

mounted his horse secretly, and with three guineas in his pocket, which were given ^^^°-

him by Lee, " put himself on fortune." Lee immediately went to bed, but not to sleep.

Within half an hour. Captain Games, the officer of the day, came to him in haste, and in-

formed him that one of the patrols had fallen in with a dragoon, who, on being challenged,

put spurs to his horse and escaped. Lee complained of fatigue and drowsiness, pretended

to be half asleep, and thus detained the captain some minutes before he seemed fairly to un-

derstand the object of that officer's visit. He ridiculed the idea that one of his own dra-

goons had deserted, for such an event had occurred but once during the whole war. The

captain Avas not to be convinced by such arguments, but immediately mustering the whole

squadron of horse, by Lee's reluctant order, satisfied both himself and his commander that

one had deserted, and that he was no less a personage than Champe, the sergeant major,

who had decamped with his arms, baggage, and orderly-book. Captain Carnes ordered an

^ John Champe was a Virginian. " He was a native of Loudon county," says Lee, in his Memoirs.

"and at this time twenty-three or twenty-four years of age ; enlisted in 1776; rather above the common
size ; full of bone and muscle ; with a saturnine countenance, grave, thoughtful, and taciturn, of tried cour-

age and inflexible perseverance, and as likely to reject an overture, coupled with ignominy, as any officer

in the corps."

—

Memoirs, p. 272.
2 Lee made an arrangement with Mr. Baldwin, of Newark, to aid Champe. With him the sergeant was

to have daily intercourse, as if by accident, and through him Lee was to receive communications from his

.sergeant major. He agreed to pay Baldwin, if successful, one hundred guineas, five hundred acres of land,

and three negroes.
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Pursuit of Champe. His Skill in eluding his Pursuers. He Escapes to a British Galley. Sir Henry Clinton deceived.

immediate pursuit. Lee made as much delay in the preparation as possible, and when all

was ready, he ordered a change in the command, giving it to Lieutenant Middleton, a young
man whose tenderness of disposition would cause him to treat Champe leniently, if he should

be overtaken. By parleying and other delays, Champe got an hour the start of his pursuers.

It was a bright starry night, and past twelve o'clock, when Middleton and his party took

the saddle and spurred after the deserter. A fall of rain at sunset had elTaced all tracks in

the road, and thus favored the pursuit, for the single foot-prints of the dragoon's horse were

easily traced and recognized.' Often, before dawn, when coming to a fork or a cross-road,

a trooper would dismount to examine the track. Ascending an eminence at sunrise near

the "Three Pigeons,"" a tavern a few miles north of the village of Bergen, they descried

from its summit the deserting sergeant, not more than half a mile in advance. The pur-

suers were discovered by Champe at the same moment, and both parties spurred onward
with all their might. They were all well acquainted with the roads in the vicinity. There
was a short cut through the woods to the bridge below Bergen, which left the great road a

little below the Three Pigeons. There Middleton divided his party, sending a detachment

by the short road to secure the bridge, while himself and the others pursued Champe to Ber-

gen. He now felt sure of capturing the deserter, for he could not reach Paulus's Hook
without crossing the bridge in question. The two divisions met at the bridge, but, to their

great astonishment, Champe had eluded their vigilance, and was not to be found. He, too,

was acquainted with the short cut, and shrewdly considered that his pursuers would avail

themselves of it. He therefore wisely determined to abandon his design of going to the British

post at Paulus's Hook, and seek refuge on board one of two of the king's galleys which were
lying in the bay in front of the little settlement of Communipaw, about a mile from Bergen.

Middleton retired hastily from the bridge to Bergen, and inquired if a dragoon had been

seen there that morning. He was answered in the affirmative, but no one knew which way
he went from the village. The beaten track no longer gave a legible imprint of his horse's

shoes, and for a moment his pursuers were foiled. The trail was soon discovered on the

road leading to Bergen. The pursuit was vigorously renewed, and in a few moments Champe
was discovered near the water's edge, making signals to the British galleys. He had lashed

his valise, containing his clothes and orderly-book, upon his back. When Middleton was
within a few hundred yards of him, Champe leaped from his horse, cast away the scabbard

of his sword, and with the naked blade in his hand, he sped across the marsh, plunged into

the deep waters of the bay, and called to the galleys for help. A boat filled with strong

oarsmen responded to his call, and he was soon on board the galley, with all the evidences

of the sincerity of his desertion in his possession. The captain of the galley gave him a letter

to Sir Henry Clinton, in which the scene just mentioned was described, and before night

the sergeant was safely quartered in New York.

Middleton recovered the horse, cloak, and scabbard belonging to Champe, and returned

to Tappan. Lee was grieved when he saw the supposed evidence that poor Champe was
slain

; but equally great was his joy when he learned from Middleton that the sergeant had
escaped safely on board one of the enemy's galleys. Four days afterward Lee received a
letter from Champe, in a disguised hand, and without signature, informing him of the oc-

currence just narrated.

Champe was sent by Clinton, for interrogation, to his adjutant general. The faithful-

ness of the legion to which he had hitherto been attached was well known in the British

army, and this desertion was regarded as an important sign of increasing defection among
the Americans. This opinion Champe fostered by adroit answers to questions proposed.

Sir Henry Clinton also questioned him closely ; and so sincere seemed to.be the sergeant's

desire to serve the king, that he won the entire confidence of the British general. Clinton

' The horses of Lee's legion were all shod by a farrier attached to the corp.«!, and every shoe, alike in

form, had a private mark pnt upon it. By this means the foot-prints of Charape's horse were recognized,
and the course of the deserter made obvious to his pursuers.

^ There is now a hamlet of that name there, situated on the high road from Haekensack to Hoboken.
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gave Champe a couple of jrnineas, and recommended him to call upon General Arnold, who
was engaged in raising an American legion, to be composed of Loyalists and deserters. This

was exactly the course to which Champe had hoped events would tend. Arnold received

him courteously, and assigned him quarters among his recruiting sergeants. The traitor

asked him to join his legion, but Champe begged to be excused, on the plea that if caught

by the rebels, he would surely be hanged ; but promised Arnold that, if he changed his

mind, he would certainly join his legion.

Champe found means to deliver the two letters before mentioned, and five days after his

arrival in New York, he made arrangements with one of Washington's corre- October 25

spondeuts to assist him in abducting Arnold, and then communicated the facts to
^"^''•

Major Lee.' He enlisted in the traitor's legion, so as to have free intercourse with him, and

ascertain his night habits and pursuits. In the rear of Arnold's quarters was a garden, ex-

tending down to the water's edge.'' Champe ascertained that it was Arnold's habit to re-

turn to his quarters at about midnight, and that previous to going to bed he always visited

the garden. Adjoining the garden was a dark alley leading to the street. These circum-

stances were favorable to Champe's plans. He had arranged with two accomplices (one of

whom was to have a boat in readiness) to seize and gag Arnold, on a certain night, in his

garden, convey him to the alley, and from thence, through the most unfrequented streets, to

the river. In case of detection while carrying the traitor, they were to represent him as a

drunken soldier whom they were conveying to the guard-house. Once in the boat, they

might pass in safety to Hoboken.

Champe carefully removed some of the palings between the garden and the alley, and

replaced them so slightly that they might again be removed without noise. When all was

arranged, he wrote to Lee, and appointed the third subsequent night for the de- Novembers,

livery of the traitor on the Jersey shore. On that evening, Lee and a small ^~'^'^-

party left the camp, with three accoutered horses—one for Arnold, one for the sergeant, and

one for his associate—and at midnight concealed themselves at an appointed place in the

woods at Hoboken. Hour after hour passed, and the dawn came, but Champe and his pris-

oner did not arrive. Lee and his party returned to camp greatly disappointed. A few days

afterward he received a letter from his sergeant, explaining the cause of his failure, and an

assurance that present success was hopeless. On the very day when Champe was to exe-

cute his plan, Arnold changed his quarters, to superintend the embarkation of troops for an

expedition southward, to be commanded by himself^ In this expedition the American le-

' In this first communication he assured Lee that his inquiries concerning the alleged defection of other

American otTicers were satisfactory, and that no such defection existed.

^ Arnold's quarters were at No. 3 Broadway, adjoining those of Sir Henry Clinton. The house is yet

standing, and is represented, with Clinton's quarters, toward the close of this volume. The garden ex-

tended along the street to the northern boundary of the Atlantic Hotel, No. 5, where the dark alley, men-

tioned in the text, divided it from the premises No. 9, now known as the Atlantic Garden. The shore of

the river was formerly a few yards west of Greenwich Street, West Street being all "made ground."
* Arnold received, as the price of his desertion from the Americans and attempted betrayal of the liber-

ties of his country into the hands of the enemy, a commission as colonel, with a brevet rank of brigadier, in

the British army, and the sum of nearly fifty thousand dollars. It may be mentioned, for the information

of those unskilled in the technicalities of the military service, that the term brevet is used to a commission

giving nominal rank higher than that for which pay is received. A brevet major serves and draws pay as

a captain, and a brevet brigadier as colonel. Arnold was lower in office, both actual and nominal, among
his new friends than he had been in the American army. But large bribes of gold was a salvo to that nice

sense of honor for which he had so often wrangled. He "was heartily despised by the British officers, and

he was frequenth' insulted without possessing the power to show his resentment. JNIany anecdotes illus-

trative of this point have been related. It is said that, on one occasion, a British statesman, as he rose to

make a speech in the House of Commons, saw Arnold in the gallerj-. " Mr. Speaker," he said, " I will not

speak while that man (pointing toward Arnold) is in the house." George the Third introduced Arnold to

Earl Balcarras, one of Burgoyne's officers at Bemis's Heights. " I know General Arnold and abominate

traitors," was the quick reply of the earl, as he refused his hand and turned on his heel. When Talley-

rand was about to come to America, he was informed that an American gentleman was in an adjoining

room. He sought an interview, and asked for letters to his friends in America. "I was born in Amer-
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Champe foiled. Taken by Arnold to Virginia. Escapes and rejoins his Legion in the Carolinas. Ramapo Valley.

gion was to be employed, and poor Champe, who had enlisted in it to carry out his plans,

was in a sad dilemma. Instead of crossinf^ the Hudson that night, with the traitor his

prisoner, he found himself on board of a British transport, and that traitor his commander I

December 16, The expedition sailed, and Champe was landed on the shores of Virginia. He
^''^°-

sought opportunities to escape, but found none, until after the junction with
Cornwallis at Petersburg, where he deserted. He passed up toward the mountains, and
into the friendly districts of North Carolina. Finally, he joined the legion of Major Lee,
just after it had passed the Congaree in pursuit of Lord Rawdon. Great was the surprise

of his old comrades when they saw him, and it was increased at the cordial reception which
the deserter received at the hands of Lee. His story was soon told, and four-fold greater
than before his desertion was the love and admiration of his corps for him. They felt proud
of him, and his promotion would have been hailed by general acclamation. Knowing that
he would immediately be hanged if caught by the enemy, he was discharged from service.

The commander-in-chief munificently rewarded him ; and seventeen years afterward, when
President Adams appointed Washington to the chief command of the armies of the United
States, then preparing to defend the country from the threatened hostility of the French, the
chief sent to Colonel Lee for information concerning Champe, being determined to bring him
forward in the capacity of a captain of infantry. But the gallant soldier had removed to

Kentucky, and was asleep in the soil.'

A few months after my visit to Tappan, I made another tour to the vicinity. I passed
two days in the romantic valley of the Pvamapo, through which the New York and Erie
rail-way courses. Every rocky nook, sparkling water-course, and shaded glen in that wild
valley has a legendary charm. It is a ravine sixteen miles in extent, opening wide toward
the fertile fields of Orange county. It was a region peculiarly distinguished by wild and
daring adventure during the Pvevolution, and, at times, as important military ground. There
the marauding Cow-boys made their rendezvous ; and from its dark coverts, Claudius Smith,
the merciless freebooter, and his three sons, with their followers, sallied out and plundered
the surrounding country.'' Along the sinuous Ramapo Creek, before the war of the Revo-
lution broke out. and while the ancient tribe of the Ramapaughs yet chased the deer on the

rugged hills which skirt the valley, iron-forges were establish-

cd, and the hammer-peal of spreading civilization echoed from

the neighboring crags. Not far distant from its waters the

great chain which was stretched across the Hudson at West
Point was wrought f and the remains of one of the Ramapo
forges, built at the close of the war, now form a picturesque

ruin on the margin of the rail-way. '' A few miles below it,

Ramapo village, with its extensive machinery, sends up a per-

ica, lived there till the prime of my Hfe, but alas! I can call no man in America my friend," replied the
stranger. That stranger was Arnold.

' See Lee's Memoirs of the War in the Southern Department of the United States, from page 270 to 284.
The reader, by observing the dates of his correspondence with Washington, will perceive that Lee has con-
founded the effort of Ogden to save Andre by having Arnold given up, and the desertion of his sergeant,
with the expedition of Sergeant Champe. In his account of Champe's maneuver, he makes the salvation
of Andre a leading incentive to efforts to capture Arnold ; but Andre was executed on the 2d of October,
whereas Champe did not desert until the 20th of the same month.

^ Claudius Smith was a large, fine-looking man, of strong mind, and a desperado of the darkest dye.
Himself and gang were a terror to Orange county for a long time, and tempting rewards were offered for

his apprehension. He was finally captured near Oyster Bay, on Long Island, and taken to Goshen, where
he was chained to the jail floor, and a strong guard placed over him. He was hung in the village on the
22d of January, 1779, with Gordon and De la Mar—the former convicted of horse-stealing, and the latter

of burglary. Smith's residence was in the lower part of the present village of Monroe, on the Erie rail-

way. Several murders were afterward committed by Smith's son Richard, in revenge for the hanging of
his father ; and for a while the Whigs in that region suffered more from the desperate Cow-boys than be-
fore the death of their great leader. For a detailed account of transactions connected with Claudius Smith,
see Eager's History of Orange County, p. 550-564. ^ See page 132.

* This ruin is situated about half way between the Sloatsburgh station and Monroe works. The forge
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Ramapo Village. Mr. Pierson. Movements of the two Annies in 1777. Washington's Perplexities.

petual hymn of industry from the wilderness. This village, now containing a population

of three hundred,' is owned by the Piersons, the elder having established iron-works there

fifty years ago. Jeremiah H. Pierson, the original proprietor, is yet living there at the age

of eighty-four, and to the kind hospitality of himself and family I am indebted for October,

much of the pleasures and profit of my visit to the Ramapo Valley. God has taken ^^^

his eyesight from him, but mercifully vouchsafes good health, sound mind, sunny cheerful-

ness, and the surroundings of a happy family. I listened with interest to a narrative of his

clear recollections of the past, and the traditions gathered from his scattered neighbors when

he first sat down there in the almost wilderness. Not twenty years had elapsed since the

war closed when he erected his forges, and the sufferers were living in small groups all

around him. They have all passed away, and volumes of unwritten traditionary history are

buried with them.

The American army under Washington was encamped in the vicinity of Pvamapo for a

few days in July, 1777. The head-quarters of Washington had been at Morristown during

the previous winter and spring. Believing it prudent to act on the defensive, he had waited

anxiously for Sir William Howe, who was quartered in New York city, to make some de-

cided movement. Summer approached, and yet the British commander gave no intima-

tions respecting his designs for a campaign. It was believed that he would either make a

demonstration against the strong posts in the Highlands, or attempt a passage of the Dela-

ware and a seizure of Philadelphia. Washington's position at Morristown was an ehgible

one for acting promptly and efficiently when Howe should move either way.

General Howe had a considerable force stationed at New Brunswick. This force was

augmented early in May, and Washington received information that they had begun to

build a portable bridge there, so constructed that it might be laid upon flat boats. Believ-

ing this to be a preparation for crossing the Delaware, Washington collected the new levies

from Virginia and the Middle States, at Morristown, and ordered those from the eastward to

assemble at Peekskill. Toward the close of May, the American army moved from
^^^^

Morristown, and encamped upon the heights of Middlebrook, in a very strong position,

and commanding the country from New Brunswick to the Delaware. The maneuvers of

detachments of the two armies in this vicinity in June^ are noticed on page 331, ^777.

vol. i. The British finally crossed over to Staten Island from Amboyb on the bjune30.

bridge which they had constructed at New Brunswick, and entirely evacuated the Jerseys.

The next day Washington received intelligence of the approach of Burgoyne from Can-

ada, and at the same time spies and deserters from New York informed him that a fleet of

laro-e vessels and transports were preparing in the harbor of that city. The commander-

in-chief was greatly perplexed. At first it appeared probable that Howe was preparing to

sail with his army southward, go up the Delaware, and attack Philadelphia by land and

by water ; but the intelligence that Washington continued to receive from the North made

it appear more probable that a junction with Burgoyne, and the consequent possession of the

Hudson Pviver, by which the patriots of the Eastern and Middle States would be separated,

and a free communication with Canada be established, would engage the efforts of Sir Will-

iam Howe. The possession of the Hudson Pviver had been a prominent object from the be-

einninjT of the war.

was built in 1783-4. by Solomon Townshend, of New York, to make bar-iron and anchors, and was named

the Auo-usta Works. A sketch of the ruin forms a pretty frontispiece to The Salamander (or Hugo, as it

is now called), a legend of the Ramapo Valley, by Mrs. Elizabeth Oakes Smith. The historic anecdote re-

lated in the introduction to this charming legend I also heard from the lips of the "venerable Mr. P ,"

through whose kindness I was enabled to visit the " Hopper House." The relics of the Revolution are

pleasingly grouped in the introduction referred to.

1 When the large cotton factory (the spindles of which are now idle) and the screw factory of Mr. Pier-

.son were in operation here, the village contained about seven hundred inhabitants. The whole valley oi

the Ramapo has but three or four owners. Many thousand acres belong to the Townsends ;
the Lorillard

family own another immense tract ; Mr. M'Farland another ; the Sloats have considerable possessions, and

the lower part belongs to the Piersons.
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March of the American Army toward the Highlands. Howe's Destination determined. The Clove.

Washington remained at Middlebrook with the main division of the army, anxiously-

awaiting the movements of the enemy, until toward the middle of July. He dispatched

two regiments to Peekskill, on the Hudson, and had his whole army in readiness to march
in that direction, if circumstances should require. When it was certainly known that the

British army had actually embarked on board the fleet, Washington moved slowly toward

the Highlands by way of Morristown, Ramapo,' and the Clove'. He encamped in the latter

place on the 15th, eleven miles above the Ramajjo Pass (of which I shall pres-

ently write), and immediately sent forward Lord Stirling, with a division, to Peeks-

kill. He established his head-quarters at Ramapo on the 23d ; but so much was that re-

gion infested with Coiv-hoys and

other Tories, that it was with great

difficulty that he could obtain cor-

rect information from a distance.'

Northward from the present Ram-
apo village rises a range of lofty

hills, upon the highest summit of

which is upreared a huge mass of

granite, shaped like a mighty dome,

the top covered with trees. From
this eminence, five hundred feel

above the village, a small portion

of New York Bay, Staten Island,

and the ocean near Sandy Hook,

may be distinctly seen on a clear

day, the distance being about thir-

ty-five miles. To this observatory,

it is said, Washington was piloted,

and with his glass saw a portion Torn Kock.'

of the fleet of the enemy near

Sandy Hook. The Weehawken
Hill obstructed a full view ofNew
York Harbor, and the commander-

in-chief was uncertain whether the

whole fleet had dropped down to

the Hook ; but, on returning to his

quarters at Ramapo, he received

positive information that the Brit-

ish fleet had gone to sea. Con-

vinced that Philadelphia was the

destination of Howe, Washington

recalled Stirling's division from

Peekskill, broke up his encamp-

ment in the Clove, and the army
pursued various routes toward the

Delaware. The battle of Brandy-

wine, and other events in the vi-

cinity of Philadelphia, which oc-

June 1, 1779.

curred soon afterward, will be noticed m subsequent chapters.

On the return of Commodore Sir George Collier and General Matthews from a maraud-
ing expedition to Virginia, at the close of May, 1779, they sailed up the Hud-
son River to attack the forts in the Highlands. This expedition, as we have

noticed on page 175, was under the command of Sir Henry Clinton. As soon as Wash-
ington was advised of this movement, he drew his troops from their cantonments in New
Jersey, and, by rapid marches, reached the Clove on the 7th with five brigades and two
Carolina regiments. He pressed forward to Smith's Clove, M'hence there were mountain
passes to the forts in the Highlands, and there he encamped. Small detachments for ob-

servation and protection to couriers were stationed at diflerent points from the encampment

' Ramapo, or Romopock, was a small settlement on the Ramapo River, about five miles south of the
present Suffern's Station on the New York and Erie rail-way, and within the province of New Jersey. It

was nearly seven miles below the present village of Ramapo, founded by Mr. Picrson.
^ The Clove here mentioned was chiefly the Ramapo Valley extending to Smith's Clove, which continues

northward from the former, in the vicinity of Turner's Station, on the New York and Erie rail-road, far in

the rear of Haverstraw and Stony Point. Through this clove, by the way of Ramapo, was the best route
for an army from New Windsor into the upper part of New Jersey. ' The main division of the Continental
army was again encamped in the Clove in 1779, when General Wayne captured Stony Point.

^ "I can not give you any certain account of General Howe's intended operations," wrote Washino-fon
to General Schuyler. " His conduct is puzzling and embarrassing beyond measure. So are the informa-
tions which I get. At one time the ships are standing up toward the North River ; in a little while they
are going up the Sound

;
and in an hour after they are going out of the Hook. I think in a day or two we

must know something of his intentions."
* This view is from the verge of the dam above the Ramapo works, near the rail-way, looking northeast.

The eminence is called Torn Rock, from its ragged appearance on its southeastern side. There is a deep
fissure in a portion of the bare rock, from which comes up a sound like the ticking of a watch, caused by
the water which percolates through the scams in the granite. A tradition was long current that Wash-
ington lost his watch in the fissure, and that, by some miraculous power, it continued to tick !
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The Ramapo Pass. March of the allied Armies to Virginia. Clinton Deceived by Washington's Letters.

southward to old Pwamapo, and strong intrenchments were thrown up at the l^ass, a narrow

gorge about half a mile below the present Pvamapo village. The passage between the hills

here is only wide enough for the stream, the rail-way, a wagon-road, and a narrow strip of

meadow-land. The hills on each side

rise abrupt and rocky. It

place almost as easy

Ii] M viNb oi' Intkfnchments at Tilt Raii\po Pass'

was a

to fortify and

guard as the pass of old Thermopylae.

The ditch and bank from the wagon-

road eastward are yet quite promi-

nent. Large trees have overgrown

them, and with care these mementoes

of the past may be long preserved.

While the army was encamped at

Smith's Clove, the successful expedition of General Wayne against Stony Point was accom-

plished. This success, the subsequent evacuation of that post and of Verplanck's Point by

the British, and the necessity for sending re- enforcements to General Lincoln at the South,

caused the camp in the Clove to be broken up early in the autumn. The main por-

lion of the army went into winter quarters at Morristown, where the commander-in-

chief established himself, and strong detachments were stationed at diflerent points among

the Highlands.

Once again, and for the last time, the Ramapo Valley became the temporary theater of

military operations. It was in the summer of 1781, when the allied armies took up their

line of march for Virginia to achieve the defeat of Cornwallis. They had conjoined upon

the Hudson for the purpose of making an attack upon the head-quarters of the British army

in the city of New York. The failure of Count De Grasse, commander of a French fleet

then in the West Indies, to co-operate with the land forces, made Washington abandon this

project, and turn his attention to the military operations at the South. To prevent obsta-

cles being thrown in his way by Sir Henry CUnton, or re-enforcements being sent to Corn-

wallis, Washington kept up the appearance of a meditated attack upon New York.

The two armies, which had remained nearly six weeks in the vicinity of Dobbs's Ferry,

crossed the Hudson at Verplanck's Point, and marched by diflerent routes to Trenton, under

the general command of Lincoln ; some passing through the Hamapo Valley and the Pass

to Morristown, and others taking the upper route above the Ringwood Iron-works. The

French took the river route, by Tappan and the Hackensack Valley, to Newark and Perth

Amboy. At the latter place they built ovens, constructed boats, collected forage, and made

other movements indicative of preparations to commence an attack, first upon the British

posts on Staten Island, and then upon New York. Previous to the passage of the Hudson,

Washington had caused deceptive letters to be written and put in the way of being inter-

cepted,'' all of which deceived Sir Henry Clinton into the belief that an attack upon New

^ This view is from the road, looking north toward the village of Ramapo. The remains of the intrench-

ments are seen along the right in the foreground. On the left, in the distance, is seen a glimpse of the hills

on the other side of the narrow valley.

^ One of the bearers of these letters was a young Baptist clergyman, named Montagnie, an ardent Whig,

who was directed by Washington to carry a dispatch to Morristown. He directed the messenger to cross

the river at King's Ferry, proce'ed by Haverstraw to the Ramapo Clove, and through the Pass to Morris-

town. Montagnie, knowing the Ramapo Pass to be in possession of the Cow-boys and other friends of the

enemy, ventured to suggest to the commander-in-chief that the upper road would be the safest. " I shall

be taken," he said, "if I go through the Clove." "Your duty, young man, is not to talk, but to obey !"

replied Washington, sternly, enforcing his words by a vigorous stamp of his foot. Montagnie proceeded as

directed, and, near the Ramapo Pass, was caught. A few days afterward he was sent to New York, where

he was confined in the Sugar House, one of the famous provost prisons in the city. The day after his ar-

rival, the contents of the dispatches taken from him were published in Rivington's Gazette with great pa-

rade, for they indicated a plan of an attack upon the city. The enemy was alarmed thereby, and active

preparations were put in motion for receiving the besiegers. Montagnie now perceived why he was so

positively instructed to go through the Ramapo Pass, where himself and dispatches were quite sure to be
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The " Hopper House.' Patriotism of the Owner. Interesting Relics. Burr's Head-quarters.

The Uoppeb House.'

York city was the grand object of the Americans. The allied armies had crossed the Del-

aware, and were far on their way toward the head of Elk, before the British commander

was fully aware of their destination.

About four miles south of the E,amapo Pass,

and three from SufTern's Station, on the road

to Morristown, is the " Hopper House," where

Washington made his head-quarters from the

2d until the 18th of September, 1780. The
mansion was owned by Hopper, one of

the most active Whigs of the day. He was

often employed by Washington in the secret

service, and frequently visited his friends in

New York city while the enemy had possession

of it. On such occasions, he obtained much
valuable information respecting the strength of

the enemy, without incurring suspicion, as he

never committed a word to paper. The re-

mains of the patriot rest beneath a small marble monument, in a family cemetery, upon a

grassy knoll by the road side, not far York line. It was here that he reeeiv-

from the mansion. This is the house -

:

ed the news of the defeat of Gates at

wherein those letters of Washington, be- J,.-^^ ^^^ disastrous battle near Camden, on

ginning with "Head-quarters, Bergen W'Ĵ the 16th of August, 1780; and from

county," were written ; it being in New 'W^ hence he set out on his journey to Hart-

Jersey, about two miles from the New ford, on Monday, the 1 8th of Septem-

ber, to meet the French officers in council, the time when Arnold attempted to sur-
1780

render West Point into the hands of the enemy. The venerable widow of Mr. Hop-

per resided there until her death in 1849, when she had reached the ninety-ninth year of

her life. Her daughter, who was often dandled on the knee of Washington, is still living,

but was absent on the day of my visit, and I was denied the gratification of viewing those

relics of the Revolution which are preserved in the house with much care.''

Close by SufTern's Station is an old building coeval with the original Hopper house. It

was the head-quarters of Lieutenant-colonel Aaron Burr, while stationed there in command
of Malcolm's regiment in September, 1777. It has been sometimes erroneously called the

head-quarters of Washington. W^hile encamped here for the purpose of guarding the Ram-

seized. When they appeared in Rivington's Gazette, the allied armies were far on their way to the Dela-

ware. Montagnie admired the wisdom of Washington, but disliked himself to be the victim. Mr. Pier-

son, from whom I obtained the narrative, received it from the lips of Montagnie himself.

Upon this incident Mrs. Elizabeth Oakes Smith (who also received the narrative from Mr. P.) founded

her interesting prize tale called the Ramapo Pass. She also mentions it in her introduction to The Sala-

mander.
^ This view is from the road, looking northeast. The low part, on the left, is a portion of the old man-

sion of the Revolution, which contained the dining-hall. It was a long stone building. A part of it has

been taken down, and the present more spacious edifice, of brick, was erected soon after the war.
^ Mrs. Smith, in her introduction to The Salamander, makes mention of the centenarian, and of these rel-

ics. " The ancient matron," she says, " has none of the garrulity of old age ; on the contrary, as she ad-

verted to past scenes, a quiet stateiiness grew upon her, in beautiful harmony with the subject. Rarely
will another behold the sight, so pleasing to ourselves, of Jive generations, each and all in perfect health

and intelligence, under the same roof-tree. She spoke of this with evident satisfaction, and of the length of

time her ancestors had been upon the soil ; in truth, we had never felt more sensibly the honorableness of

gray hairs We were shown the bed and furniture, remaining as when he [Washington] used them

;

for the room is kept carefully locked, and only shown as a particular gratification to those interested in all

that concerns the man of men. Here were the dark chintz hangings beneath which he had slept ; the quaint

furniture ; old walnut cabinets, dark, massive, and richly carved
; a Dutch Bible, mounted with silver, with

clasps and chain of same material, each bearing the stamp of antiquity, yet all in perfect preservation
; large

China bowls
;
antique mugs

;
paintings upon glass of cherished members of the Orange family. These and

other objects of interest remain as at that day."
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Colonel Aaron Burr at Suflferns's. Confusion of the Militia. Night Attack upon the British Pickets near Hackensack.

apo Pass, Colonel Burr performed an exploit which was long remembered in the neighbor-

hood. He received intelligence that the enemy were in considerable force at Hackensack,

and advancing into the country. Leaving a guard to protect the camp, Burr marched with

the remainder of his effect-

ive men to Paramus, a dis-

tance of sixteen miles, in

the direction of Hacken-

sack. They arrived there

at sunset, and found the

militia of the district gath-

ered in great confusion.

Having arranged them in

order. Burr marched for-

ward with thirty picked

men, and at ten o'clock at

night approached the pick-

ets of the enemy. When
within three miles ofHack-

ensack, Burr led his men
BUKRS Head QUAKTEBS

into the woods, ordered

them to sleep until he

should awaken them, and

then went alone to recon-

noiter. A little before day-

light he returned, aroused

his men, and directed them

to follow him, without

speaking a word or firing

a gun until ordered, on

pain of death. Leading

them unobserved between

the sentinels, until within

a few yards of the picket-

guard, he gave the word

Fire ! His men rushed

upon the enemy before they had time to take up their arms, and a greater portion of them

were killed. A few prisoners and some spoil was carried off by the Americans, without the

loss of a man on their part. Burr sent an order to Paramus by an express for all the troops

to move, and to rally the country. This success inspirited the militia, and they flocked in

great numbers to the standard of Burr. The enemy, thoroughly frightened, retreated in

haste to Paulus's Hook (Jersey City), leaving behind them a greater portion of the plunder

which they had collected.

We will now leave the Ramapo, and, saying farewell to the Hudson and its associations,

wend our way toward the sunny South.
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Departure for tlie South. Mode of Traveling Characteristics of the Journey. Interesting Aasuciationa.

CHAPTER IX.

" Thou desolate and dying year

!

Prophetic of our final fall

;

Thy buds are gone, thy leaves are sere,

Thy beauties shrouded in the pall

;

And ail the garniture that shed

A brilliancy upon thy prime.

Hath like a morning vision fled

Unto the expanded grave of time."

James G. Brooks.

" That soft autumnal time

Is come, that sheds upon the naked scene

Charms only known in this our northern clime

—

Bright seasons far between.

" The woodland foliage now
Is gathered b)' the wild November blast

,

E'en the thick leaves upon the poplar's bough

Are fallen to the last."

John H. Bryant-

N the 22d of November, 1848, I left New York to visit the Southern por-

tions of the old Thirteen States, made memorable by the events of the War
for Independence. Aware of the lack of public facilities for travel below the

Potomac, and not doubting that many of the localities which I intended to

visit were far distant from public highways, I resolved to journey M'ith my
own conveyance, with an independence and thoroughness not vouchsafed by

steam or stage-drivers. I purchased a strong, good-natured horse, harnessed

im to a hght dearborn wagon, stowed my luggage under the seat, and, taking

the reins, on a bright and balmy afternoon departed on a drive of nearly four-

teen hundred miles. The wisdom of my resolve was a hundred times made

manifest, for, in some portions of the South, horse, mitle, or ox could not have been

procured to convey me to places of interest, lying scores of miles apart, and scores

of miles away from stage-routes. It was a lonely journey ; sometimes among

mountains, sometimes through swamps, sometimes through vast pine forests and

over sandy plains, and sometimes amid the most interesting natural scenery, even

in mid-winter. It was to me a journey of great interest ; and the dreary days

passed in riding from one hallowed locality to another, after leaving the Appomat-

tox, were all forgotten when sitting down, pencil in hand, in the midst of some arena con-

secrated by patriotism and love of country. Then glorious associations would crowd thickly

upon the memory, weariness and privations would be forgotten, and the truthful heart

would chant,

" Great God ! we thank thee for this home

—

This bounteous birth-land of the free
;

Where wanderers from afar may come
And breathe the air of liberty !

Still may her flowers untrampled spring,

Her harvests wave, her cities rise
;

And yet, till Time shall fold his wing,

Remain earth's loveliest paradise !

VV. J. Pabodie.
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Perth Amboy. Its original Settlement and Prospects. Governor William Franklin.

In succeeding pages I shall endeavor to impart to my readers some of the pleasures and

profits of this Southern journey, extended, after leaving my horse and wagon at Camden,

in South Carolina, to nearly fourteen hundred miles further.

I left New York at three o'clock in the afternoon in the steam-boat Trmisport, of the

Camden and Amboy Rail-road Company. We passed out at the Narrows at four o'clock

between Forts Hamilton and La Fayette, and, traversing Raritan Bay, on the southeast

side of Staten Island, reached South Amboy at twilight, where I remained until morning.

This little village is situated upon the bay, at the mouth of the Raritan, and is the terminus

of the rail-way from Philadelphia. On the north side of the Raritan is Perth Amboy,' a

pleasant place, a port of entry, and a locality of considerable historic interest. It is about

twenty-five miles from New York, and ten from New Brunswick ; the latter lies at the head

of steam-boat navigation on the Pvaritan. Upon this point the first proprietors ofNew Jer-

sey intended to build a city. " If the Lord permit," they said, in their published account

of the beauty and fertility of that region, " we intend, with all convenient speed, to erect and

build our principal town, which, by reason of situation, must, in all probability, be the most

considerable for merchandise, trade, and fashing in those parts. It is designed to be placed

upon a neck or point of land called Ambo Point, lying on Pvaritan Pv-iver, and pointing to

Sandy Hook Bay, and near adjacent to the place where ships in that great harbor com-

monly ride at anchor." It was called " a sweet, wholesome, and delightful place ;" and

William Penn said, on taking a view of the land, " I have never seen such before in my
life." The town was laid out into one hundred and fifty lots, many buildings were erected,

and for a time it was the commercial rival of New York. A city charter was obtained for

it in 1718. William Eier was the first mayor, and James Alexander—the father of Lord

Stirling, of the Continental army—was the first recorder. Barracks for soldiers were built

there in 1758—9, and were first occupied by the English troops on their return from Ha-

vana in 1761.

Perth Amboy was the place of residence of Governor Franklin when the Revolution

broke out, and was the scene of many stirring events during that war.' It was in posses-

' This point, when first mentioned in the East Jersey records, bears the Indian name of Ompage, of which

.Smbo or Amhoy is a corruption. The white settlement there was for some time called Perth, in honor of

the Earl of Perth, one of the proprietors ; but the name of Ambo was so often mentioned, that at last it was

called Perth Ambo3^
^ William Franklin, the royal governor of New Jersey, was the only son of Dr. Benjamin Franklin. He

was born in 1731. He was postmaster of Philadelphia for a short time, and served as clerk of the House

of Representatives of Pennsylvania. He was a captain in the French and Indian war, and fought bravely,

under Abercrombie, at Ticonderoga. He visited England, with his father, toward the close of the war.

In Scotland he became acquainted with the Earl of Bute, who recommended him to Lord Fairfax. That

nobleman appointed him governor of New Jersey, and for a time he was very popular with the people. He-

was a decided monarchist, and from the beginning of the disputes with Great Britain he took sides against

his father. He involved himself in quarrels with the Legislature of New Jersey, and the people became

very hostile to him before the close of his administration in 1776. On the 23d of May of that year, the

first Provincial Congress of New Jersey commenced their session at Trenton, and the royal government

soon afterward ceased to exist. A constitution was adopted in July, 1776. William Livingston was elected

governor in place of Franklin, and that deposed servant of royalty, declared by the Congress of New Jersey

to be an enemy to liberty, was seized in his own house at Perth Amboy, and conveyed a prisoner to Wind-

ham, Connecticut, at which place, and also in Litchfield jail, he was confined for some time. [See p. 436,

volume i.] On the arrival of Sir Henry Clinton in America in 1778, Governor Franklin was exchanged

for some American prisoners, and released. He went to New York, where he served, for a short period,,

as president of the Board of Directors of the Associated Loyalists. In West's picture of the Reception of

the American Loyalists by Great Britain, in the year 1783, Governor Franklin is a prominent personage-

represented. A copy of this picture will be found in another part of this work. Franklin went to Entjland

at the close of the war, where he resided until his death in November, 1813, enjoying a pension of f4000

per annum. He and his father were reconciled in 1784, after an alienation often years. The doctor, how-

ever, could not forget his political delinquency. In his will, after devising to his son all the books and pa-

pers of his in possession of the governor, and also all debts standing against him on his account-books, he

says, " The part he acted against me in the late war, which is of public notoriety, will account for m}' leav-

ing him no more of an estate he endeavored to deprive me of."'* Governor Franklin's wife died in 1778,

* Sparks's Life of Franklin, 599.

II. P
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sion of the British much of the time ; and one of the many pictures of life of varied hue

there presented, is given by William Dunlap (who was born there), in his History of the

Arts of Design. " Here were centered," he says, " in addition to those cantoned in the

place, all those [troops] drawn in from the Delaware, Princeton, and Brunswick ;
and the

flower and pick of the army, English, Scotch, and German, who had at that time been

brought in from Pi,hode Island. Here was to be seen a party of forty-second Highlanders,

in national costume, and there a regiment of Hessians, their dress and arms a perfect con-

trast to the first. The slaves of Anspach and Waldeck were there—the first somber as

night, the second gaudy as noon. Here dashed by a party of the seventeenth dragoons, and

there scampered a party of Yagers. The trim, neat, and graceful English grenadier
;
the

careless and half-savage Highlander, with his flowing robes and naked knees, and the im-

movably stift' German, could hardly be taken for parts of one army. Here might be seen

soldiers driving in cattle, and others guarding wagons loaded with household furniture, in-

stead of the hay and oats they had been sent for.

" The landing of the grenadiers and light infantry from the ships which transplanted the

troops from Rhode Island ; their proud march into the hostile neighborhood, to gather the

produce of the farmer for the garrison ; the sound of the musketry, which soon rolled back

upon us ; the return of the disabled veterans who could retrace their steps, and the heavy

march of the discomfited troops, with their wagons of groaning wounded, in the evening, are

all impressed on my mind as pictures of the evils and the soul-stirring scenes of war. These

lessons, and others more disgusting, were my sources of instruction in the winter of 177G—7."'

November 23, I left Amboy for Trenton, by the way of Crosswicks, before sunrise the next

1848. morning. The air was clear and frosty ; the pools by the road side were skimmed

with ice, and fields and fences were white with hoar frost. The deep sand of the road made

the traveling heavy, yet, before the sun was fairly up, my strong horse had taken me half

the way to Spottswood, ten miles distant. I passed through Spottswood, Old Bridge, Hights-

town, and Cranberry, to Allcntown, twenty-eight miles from Amboy, where I dined. These

villages have a neat and thrifty appearance. Over the level, sandy country through which

the road passes, extensive peach orchards are spread out, covering hundreds of acres. Cross-

wicks,^ the scene of some stirring events in the Revolution, is situated upon a ridge on the

left bank of Crosswicks Creek, four miles from Allentown, and the same distance from the

Delaware River. The creek is in a deep ravine, here spanned by a fine latticed bridge,

erected upon the site of the old one of the Revolution. It was settled by the Quakers in

1681, and was a place of sufficient importance in colonial times to be once a meeting-place

of the Provincial Assembly. Among the Indians at Crossweeksung, Brainerd and Ten-
^''^'

nant labored successfully,^ and the influence of the Quakers upon that tribe was sensi-

bly felt. Here a small detachment of the American army was stationed after the first en-

gagement at Trenton, where the Hessians were captured ; and here one division of the Brit-

ish troops, marching from Philadelphia toward Monmouth, in June, 1778, were pretty se-

verely handled by a party of Americans. The troops of the enemy marched in three di-

visions from Philadelphia : one by Mount Holly, one through Columbus, and the third by

Bordentown, on the Delaware, near the mouth of Crosswicks Creek. Near the latter place

was a draw-bridge, and as the British attempted to repair it for the purpose of crossing, the

militia regiments of Colonels Frelinghuysen,* Van Dyke, and Webster, stationed near, rushed

just before his release from imprisonment. On a monumental tablet in St. Paul's Church, New York, it is

inscribed that, " compelled to part from the husband she loved, and at len<Tih despairing of the soothinfj hope

of his return, she sunk of accumulated distresses," &c. His son, William Temple Franklin, who edited his

grandfather's works, died at Paris in May, 1823.

' History of the Arts of Design, vol. ii.

2 This name is derived from the Indian appellation of the place, Crossweeksung, signifying a separation.

The creek separates into two branches not far from the village.

3 In less than one year after Brainerd commenced preaching among them, he baptized no less than sev-

enty-seven persons, of whom thirty-eight were adults.—Allen's Amer. Biog. Dictionary.

* Frederic Frelinghuysen was the son of Reverend John Frelinghuysen, of Raritan, New Jersey. He
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upon them, killed four and wounded several. The enemy left the bridge at Bordentown,

and, marching up to Crosswicks, attempted to repair the bridge there, which the Americans

had almost destroyed.^ The alert provincials were ready

to receive them ; and from their station on the Wood-
wardsville side of the creek, they poured upon the Brit-

ons volleys of musketry, which, with a well-aimed shot

occasionally from an old six-pounder, effectually kept

them at bay. Being re-enforced the next day, the ene-

my repaired the bridge, crossed it, and pursued their

march toward Allentown. During the skirmish, one of

the cannon-balls fired by the Americans struck the north

wall of the meeting-house and lodged therein, where it re-

mained until the building was repaired a few years ago.

The hole made by the ball is yet visible ; the dark spot

between the sills of the two upper windows, on the right of the picture, marks the place.

The American troops at Crosswicks, after the battle of Trenton, used the meeting-house

for barracks
;

yet, unlike the British soldiers who occupied churches for a similar purpose,

they neither defaced the building, nor disturbed the society in their public religious duties.

Every Wednesday and Sunday the soldiers withdrew, the benches were properly arranged,

and worship was held as usual.

During my brief tarry of an hour and a half at Crosswicks, I visited the venerable Mrs.

Idell, who was eighty-three years old. She clearly remembered the advent of the Amer-

icans there, after the battle of Trenton. She lived with her brother, two or three miles

from the meeting-house. Twelve American officers, on horseback, took possession of his

house while himself and family were in meeting. The parlor was filled with equestrian

accouterments, and she and two other children " almost lost their wits by fright." The old

lady was strong in mind but feeble in body when I saw her, yet she was able to sit in their

plain old house of worship every meeting-day.

1 left Crosswicks at four o'clock, and arrived at Trenton at sunset. It was a pleasant

drive of eight miles through a fertile country ; the well-filled barns and barracks, and the

numerous haystacks, denoting bountiful harvests. I passed a little northward of Borden-

town, and had an occasional glimpse of its spires above the brown tree-tops. As we may

not, in the course of our journey, approach so near this pleasant village again, let us slacken

our pace a little as we go over the crown of the hill, from whence the vane of the Episco-

pal church is visible, and consider its Revolutionary history.

Bordentown is " a city upon a hill," and " can not be hid." It is at the elbow of the

Delaware River, seven miles below Trenton, and from the brow of the eminence on which

it stands there is an extensive view of that noble stream and the surrounding country. It

derives its name from Joseph Borden, an early settler. Here both the Americans and Brit-

ish had military stores ; and hither both parties, at different times, dispatched small detach-

ments to surprise and capture, or destroy them. Here a strong body of Hessians, under

graduated at Princeton in 1770, and when the Revolution broke out he entered the military service of his

country. He was a captain of a militia company at the battle of Trenton, December 26, 1776, and, it is

said, was the man who shot Colonel Rail, the commander of the Hessians. He was afterward promoted to

the rank of colonel, which office he held during the war. He was a member of the old Congress, and, un-

der the administration of Washington, was a senator from New Jersey. He was for a number of years

one of the trustees of Princeton College. He died in April, 1804, aged about fifty-two years. Theodore

Frellnghuysen, late United States senator from New Jersey, and Chancellor of the University of New York,

is his son.

' An American named Clevenger, who had cut away the last sleeper of the bridge when the enemy ap-

proached, was shot in the back of the head and killed while retreating. He was the only man whom the

Americans lost in the skirmish.

2 This view is from the shed in the yard, looking southeast. The building stands in the center of a largo

square, is of imported brick, and very spacious. The Quakers were numerous in this vicinity in the time

of the Revolution, and a large number of the present inhabitants are members of that sect.
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Count Donop, was stationed at the time of the battle at Trenton. One of the several ex-

peditions sent out from Philadelphia by the enemy, in the spring of 1778, was for the pur-

pose of destroying vessels which were lying in Barnes's and Crosswicks Creeks at this place.

Six or seven hundred troops left Philadelphia about ten in the evening on the 7th of May,
and went up the Delaware in a flotilla consisting of two row-galleys, three other armed ves-

sels, and twenty-four flat-bottomed boats. They had fair winds for ten miles of the way,'

when a calm ensued, and they were obliged to row the remainder of the distance. They
expected to reach Bordentown and perform their destructive work before dawn, but they did

not arrive there until late in the forenoon. Before landing, they burned two frigates at the

White Hills, a little below the village, and afterward destroyed several smaller vessels.

They landed without much opposition, burned the residence of Joseph Borden, committed

some petty malicious trespasses, and then re-embarked. The next day they proceeded up
the river as far as Bile's Island, intending to make a descent upon Trenton ; but General

Dickinson,'' and the troops under his command, gave them such a M'arm reception, that they

hastily turned their prows southward. On their way down they landed at Colonel Kirk-

bride's farm, on the Pennsylvania side, burned his buildings, and seized considerable prop-

erty. A party of militia, whom General Dickinson sent down the river, succeeded in cap-

turing a sloop which the enemy had filled with plunder, and took prisoners six men who
were on board. The marauders returned to Philadelphia with very little booty, and not a

particle of glory.'

At Bordentown, from 1816 until 1842, Joseph Bonaparte, the ex-king of Spain, and

brother of Napoleon, resided. His park and grounds comprised about fifteen hundred acres

of land, which his taste and well-directed expenditure of money redeemed from almost bar-

renness, and made beautiful. His mansion was enriched with the most exquisite works of

art in painting and sculpture, for the gratification of himself and friends ; and while he was
ever willing to display these for the pleasure of the poor, his hand was open to their wants.

The sun was vailed, at its setting, when I arrived at Trenton, "* by an ominous red vapor

that betokened a storm. True to the " sign," the morning following was lowery, and a

chilly east wind made sketching in the open air any thing but pleasant. I was busy with

my pencil until the rain began to fall at noon. At two o'clock the sun peeped out for a

moment, and smiled so pleasantly (yet deceptively) that I ordered my horse, and, accompa-

' The distance from Philadelphia to Bordentown is twenty-six miles.

^ Philemon Dickinson was a gallant officer of the Revolution. He was a Whig of the truest dye, and
entered the Revolutionary army at the outset of the contest. Although possessed of an ample fortune, he
cheerfully hazarded it for the good of his country, preferring poverty with libert}^, to wealth with slavery.

He was at the head of the Jersey militia in the battle of Monmouth, where he displayed the greatest brav-

ery. He was a member of Congress from his state after the establishment of the present Federal govern-
ment, and In various civil and military stations he discharged his duty faithfully. Twelve years of the latter

part of his life were passed in domestic retirement at his seat near Trenton, where he died on the 4th of

February, 1809, at the age of sixty-eight years.
^ Howe, in the Historical Collections of New Jersey, page 101, records one or two incidents of this incur-

sion which were related to him by a person who was a resident there at the time. He said the British offi-

cers dined at the house of Francis Hopkinson, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, who,
with his family, was absent at the time. A young lady, eighteen years old, named Mary Comely, pro-

vided the dinner for them. While they were dining, she was informed that the soldiers were robbing the

houses of her mother and grandmother, on the opposite side of the street. She went in, and stealthily cut

a piece from the skirt of one of the soldiers' coats. This she handed to the commander, and by it he de-

tected the thief. By this means the property of her relations and some neighbors was restored. A Whig,
in order to save his property, slew a sheep, and made a good dinner for the soldiers

; but, before the meal
was ready, the bugle sounded for the troops to form in line. The dinner was partaken of by Colonel Bay-
lor and his light horse, who arrived toward evening.

* Trenton is the capital of New Jersey, situated upon the east bank of the Delaware, at the Falls, thirty

miles from Philadelphia. The first settlements were made by Quakers, on both sides of the river, about
1679. The region in the vicinity of the Falls was called by the Delaware Indians, Sankhican, a name si<T.

nifying gun or firelock, from the circumstance that a tribe of Mohawks, who used guns, occupied that spot.

A purchase of a large tract of land lying on both sides of the Assanpink was made by Colonel William
Trent, of Philadelphia, in 1714, and from him Trent Town or Trenton derives its name.
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nied by the Honorable G. W. Smyth, of Belvidere, started for M'Conkey's Ferry (now Tay-

lorsville), eight miles above Trenton, the place where

" On Christmas day, in seventy-six,

Our gallant troops, with bayonets fixed,

To Trenton marched away,"

and, with Washington, crossed the Delaware, on the memorable night of that festival. We
had ridden scarcely a mile before the rain came pattering down upon our wagon-top, and

when we returned at evening the storm had increased in violence to that of a drenching

summer shower. The road passes along the bank of the Delaware, and on a bright sum-

mer day it must be one of the pleasantest drives imaginable. There are several beautiful

country-seats on the way, with grounds tastefully laid out and shaded. Two miles from

Trenton is the State Lunatic Asylum, an immense building, having nine quadrangles, and

presenting a front of four hundred and eighty feet. The feeder for the Delaware and Hud-

son Canal, and the artificial channel made along the river bank for the production of water

power at Trenton, are crossed and paralleled by the road all the way to Yardleyville, be-

tween which and Taylorsville the great dam constructed to supply these streams stretches

across the Delaware. Taylorsville is on the Pennsylvania side, at M'Conkey's Ferry. A
noble bridge, six hundred feet

long, here spans the river. It

is supported by eight piei-s, eight-

een feet above the water when
the stream has its usual depth.

The bridge is of timber, the piers

of solid masonry, with an ice-

breaker on the upper side. The
view here given is from below

the bridge on the Pennsylvania

side, looking northeast, and ex-

hibits the Jersey shore at the

precise point where the Ameri-

can army landed, an event which

we shall consider presently. Mr. Taylor, an old resident of the place, pointed out the spot,

on each side of the river, where a log-house stood at the time. The one on the Pennsyl-

vania side was upon the site of the Temperance House, in Taylorsville ; that upon the Jer-

sey shore was exactly at the end of the bridge.

It was very dark when we reached Trenton in the midst of the storm. With the feel-

ings of the silly mortal who thought a brook would soon run dry because the stream was so

swift, I hoped for a bright morning because the rain came down deluge-like. Let us turn

from the present and commune an hour with the past.

Fort Washington, on the east bank of the Hudson, near New York city, fell into the

hands of the enemy on the 16th of November, 1776, and the garrison of nearly three thou-

sand men became prisoners of war. The skirmish at White Plains had recently October 28,

occurred, and Washington, penetrating the design of the enemy to pass into New ^^^^•

Jersey and march to the capture of Philadelphia, had already crossed the Hudson with the

main body of the American army, after securing some positions on the east bank, between

Kingsbridge and the Highlands. He encamped at Hackensack, in the rear of Fort Lee

where General Greene was in command. Lord Cornwallis crossed the Hudson at Dobbs's

Ferry, with six thousand men, on the 18th, and landing at Closter, a mile and a November,

haJf from English Neighborhood, proceeded to attack Fort Lee. The garrison ^'^^•

made a hasty retreat, and joined the main army at Hackensack, five miles distant. All the

baggage and military stores at Fort Lee fell into the hands of the enemy. It was an easy

conquest for Cornwallis ; and had he followed up this successful beginning with energy,

Great Bridge at M'Conkey's Ferry.



222 PICTORIALFIELD-BOOK

Retreat of the Americans across New Jersey. Decrease of the Army. Tardy Movements of General Lee.

there is every probability that he would have captured Washington and his army. The
latter commenced a retreat toward the Delaware when Cornwallis approached, hoping to

be sufficiently re-enforced by the New Jersey and Pennsylvania militia to be enabled to make
a successful stand against the invaders at some intermediate point. But late reverses had
dispirited the militia, and Washington found his army diminishing at every step rather than
augmenting. By the last of November scarcely three thousand troops remained in the

American army. For three weeks he fled before Cornwallis across the level districts of

New Jersey. Newark, New Brunswick, Princeton, and Trenton were successively evacu-

ated by the Americans and occupied by the enemy. Often the music of the pursued and
the pursuers would be heard by each other, yet no action occurred. Arrived at Trenton on
the 8th of December, Wa.shington and his army crossed the Delaware in boats. The last

one had reached the Pennsylvania shore just as one division of Cornwallis's army, with all

the pomp of victors, marched into Trenton. This was about twelve o'clock at night. The
British commander, with the main body of the troops, halted within six miles of Trenton.

Washington had hoped to make a stand at New Brunswick, but was disappointed. The
service of the Jersey and Maryland brigades expired on the day he left that place, and nei-

ther of them would remain longer with the army. General Lee had been left at White
Plains in command of a detachment of the army, consisting of nearly three thousand men.
Washington wrote to him from Hackensack, requesting him to lead his division into New
Jersey immediately to re-enforce his melting army. Lee did not heed the request, and the

commander-in-chief finally sent him a positive order to that effect. This order was repeated,

and yet he delayed
; and so tardy was his march in the rear of the royal array, that it was

three weeks before he reached Morristown. It is evident from Lee's conduct, and the tenor

of his letters at that time, that it was not so much a spirit of determined disobedience which
governed his actions, as a strong desire to act independent of the commander-in-chief, and
perform some signal service which would redound to his personal glory.' He was as am-
bitious as he was impetuous and brave. He had endeavored, but in vain, to induce Gen-
eral Heath, who was left in command at Peekskill, to let him have a detachment of one or

two thousand men, with which to operate. Heath refused to vary from his instructions,

and it was well he did. Washington continued to urge Lee to form a junction with him

;

yet, as late as the llth of December, two days after the passage of the Delaware, a letter

written by Lee to Washington, at Morristown, hinted at various contemplated movements,

not one of which referred to a junction offerees. This was the last

letter Washington received from Lee during his march. Two days

afterward, while pursuing his slow and reluctant progress toward

the Delaware, Lee was taken prisoner. His troops lay at a place

called Vealtown, while he lodged at Basking Ridge, nearly three

miles distant, at the inn of a Mrs. White, now a private dwelling,

White's Tavern situated upon rising ground at the southeast entrance of the village.

Colonel Harcourt, at the head of a scouting party of British cav-

alry, apprised of the position of General Lee,'' made a furious charge upon his quarters on

' It was at this time that the close and confidential intimacy which existed between Washington and Col-

one! Joseph Reed was disturbed by a letter from Lee to the latter. It will be remembered that Reed was
with Washington at Cambridge during the siege of Boston, and was the most confidential friend of the com-
mander-in-chief On the 21st of November he wrote a letter to Lee, from Hackensack, in which, pointedly
alluding to Washington, he complained of the indecision of oflScers, at the .same time complimenting Lee
for his opposite quality. This letter was answered in a tone and spirit little calculated to command the
respect of Washington for either party. Reed had left camp before its arrival, and, as usual, his letters

were opened by the commander-in-chief. In this way the latter became acquainted with its contents. Free
explanations were made, and mutual confidence was afterward restored, which continued through life.

2 Following the account of Wilkinson, in his Memoirs (who was with Lee at the time), historians say
that a Tory communicated the fact of Lee's presence at White's Tavern to Colonel Harcourt. There if no
positive evidence that such was the fact ; on the contrary, it is asserted, in the Historical Collections of New
Jersey, that one of the compilers of that work was informed by Colonel J. W. Drake, of Mendham, that the

individual was a Mr. Mackelwraith, an elder of a Presbyterian church, who was surrounded in the r(;ad by
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the morning of the 13th of December, dispersed the guard, and captured the com-

mander.' Lee had just finished a letter to General Gates when the dragoons appeared.

So sudden was the arrest, and so quick was

the departure, that he was hurried away on

horseback, bare-headed, nothing but slippers on

his feet, and a blanket coat on his back, and

conveyed in safety to New York. General

Sullivan, who was taken prisoner at the battle

on Long Island, in August previous, had been

exchanged, and was now with Lee's division

of the army. On the capture of Lee the com-

mand devolved on Sullivan, and he soon after-

ward crossed the Delaware and joined Wash-

ington.

General Lee was an able and efficient offi-

cer, and his loss, at that time, was very severe-

ly felt. The estimation in which the enemy

held his services may be understood by the

declaration, " We have taken the American
[

palladium." His disobedience is indefensible;

yet, viewing subsequent events in their various rela-

tions, that very disobedience was probably instrument-

al in working out greater good than compliance would

1776.

Harcourt and his men, pressed into service, and compelled to show them Lee's quarters. When the assail-

ants arrived, the guard were sunning themselves on the south side of the house, and were suddenly sepa-

rated from their arms ; hence the feebleness of their resistance.

1 jNIr. James, the English novelist, now (1851) residing in this country, informed a friend of the writer

that he possesses a manuscript drawinjr of Colonel Harcourt, and of the horse which he rode on that occa-

sion. The horse lived to the extraordinary age oi fifty years.

^ Charles Lee was born in Wales in 1731. He was the son of General John Lee of the British army.

He was a commissioned officer in the army of George H. at a very early age (some say eleven years), and

ardently pursued military knowledge. He acquired many of the Continental languages. He came to Amer-

ica in 1756, and distinguished himself in the wars with the French and Lidians. He dwelt, for a time, with

the Mohawks, and was made a chief of the tribe, under the name, in the Mohawk dialect, of Boiimg Water.

In 1762 he bore a colonel's commission, and served under Burgoyne in Portugal. After engaging for a

while in political strife in England, he went to the Continent, and during three years, from 1770, he ram-

bled all over Europe. He was received with favor b}' the great, and finally became aid to Foniatowski,

kino' of Poland. For two years he basked in that monarch's favor, and then went, with the king's embas-

sador, to Turkey. From Constantinople he went to Paris, and in 1773 again came to America. He be-

came acquainted with General Gates, and, through his persuasions, purchased a tract of land in Berkley

county, Virginia. Resigning a commission which he held in the British army, he accepted one from Con-

gress when the Continental army was organized in the summer of 1775. He accompanied Washington to

Cambridge, and from that period until his capture in December, 1776, he was engaged in very active serv-

ice, particularly at the South. In May, 1778, he was exchanged for General Prescott, who was captured

on Rhode Island, and within a month afterward he was engaged in the fierce battle of Monmouth. In that

conflict he was disobedient to the commands of the chief, and was arrested for his misconduct. His trial

resulted in his suspension, a verdict which gave general satisfaction, for it was believed that he was aim-

inw at supreme command. The verdict was confirmed by Congress in 1780, and he left the army. He
lived a while at Berkley, morose and secluded. He finally went to Philadelphia, and took lodgings in a

house now known as the " Slate-roof House," once the residence of William Penn, where he died, soon aft-

erward, in poverty and obscurity. His death occurred on the 2d of October, 1782, at the age of fifty-one.

General Lee was a brilliant man in many things, but his life exhibited a most perfect specimen of antithe-

ses of character. He was bad in morals and manners, profane in language, and neither feared or loved God

or man. He wrote his will a few days before his death, in which he bequeathed his soul to the Almighty,

and his body to the earth, saying, " I desire most earnestly that I may not be buried in any church or church-

yard, or within a mile of any Presbyterian or Anabaptist meeting-house ;
for, since I have resided in this

cou.itry, I have kept so much bad company when living, that I do not choose to continue it when dead."

His last words on his death-bed were, ^^ Stand by mc, my brave grenadiers >" He was buried in Christ

Chur.;h-yard, Philadelphia, with military honors. Quite a large concourse of citizens attended his funeral.
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have done. Let us return to the consideration of the movements of the two armies upon

the Delaware.

Washington took the precaution, when he crossed the river, to secure evei'y boat and ba-

teau, so that Cornwallis had no means for continuing an immediate pursuit. The latter

had intended to cross a portion of troops early the next morning between M'Conkey's and

Coryell's Ferry, for the purpose of capturing a number of boats which the Americans had
collected on the Pennsylvania side. But these had been taken away, and he had no al-

ternative but to construct boats, or wait for the freezing of the Delaware, so that he might

pass his troops over on the ice.

Washington had but twenty-two hundred men under his command when he crossed the

river ; and two days afterward, in consequence of the expiration of the term of service of a

portion of these, he had but seventeen hundred—indeed, not more than one thousand on

whom he could rely. The proclamation of General Howe, mentioned on page 308, vol. i.,

November 30, had been circulated freely in the Jerseys since the day of its publication, and
1^'^- had produced wide-spread disaffection to the patriot cause.' New Jersey was

now in possession of a victorious enemy, and nothing but the feeble barrier of the Delaware

lay between Cornwallis and his well-disciplined army, and Philadelphia, the Federal capital,

where Congress was in session. The public treasury was exhausted, and the Congress bills

of credit were beginning to be looked upon with suspicion and disfavor. Hourly the Amer-
ican army was melting away, and despondency was brooding over every patriot's mind.

Clouds and darkness were gathering thick on every side. The campaign had been little

else than a series of discomfitures,'' and the inefficient provisions made by Congress for keep-

ing up an army were manifest to all. Distrust of Congress and of the army began to pre-

vail in all minds, and the sun of American liberty seemed about to set amid the clouds of

hopeless despair. Yet Washington was firm and undaunted. His faith in the ultimate

triumph of the Americans seems never to have burned with a brighter and steadier light

than at this dark moment. Although December frosts were rapidly preparing a bridge over

which the enemy might cross the Delaware and march triumphantly to the conquest of Phil-

adelphia and all Pennsylvania, yet he was calm, determined, hopeful. When asked what
he would do if Philadelphia should be taken, he replied, "We will retreat beyond the Sus-

quehanna Ptiver, and thence, if necessary, to the Alleghany Mountains." While there was
a shadow of an array in the field—while Congress maintained its sittings and unity—while

a single ray of hope for success remained, no thought of abandoning the righteous cause was
harbored in the mind of that great and good man. Already, in the very darkest hour, he

Mrs. Mercy Warren seems to have formed a correct estimate of Lee's character from her own observa-

tions on the occasion of his dining' v^'ith herself and husband at Watertown, while the army was at Cam-
bridge. In a letter to Samuel Adams, she speaks of him as " plain in his person to a degree of ugliness

;

careless even to unpoliteness
; his garb ordinary ; his voice rough ; his manners rather morose

;
yet sensi-

ble, learned, judicious, and penetrating." Such is the character of Lee which I received from the lips of

Mrs. Hamilton, who expressively called him " a crabbed man."
' Among the prominent men who had espoused the Republican cause at the commencement and now

abandoned it, was Tucker, president of the New Jersey convention which had sanctioned the Declaration of

Independence, and Joseph Galloway, a member of the first Continental Congress. For ten daj's after the

issuing of the proclamation, two or three hundred persons a day came in to take the oath of allegiance to

the British crown. Their disappointment is mentioned on page 308, vol. i.

^ Although the Americans had generally suffered defeat, yet, from a summary of prisoners taken by each
party, during 1776, given in Sparks's Life and Writings of Washington (iv., 547), the Americans were
quite successful in making captures. The number of American prisoners taken by the British was 4854

;

the number of British taken by the Americans, 2860 ; making a difference in favor of the enemy of 1994.

In this statement is not included the 431 Americans captured at the Cedars, but includes the Hessians taken

at Trenton. The number of American officers taken was 304—staff 25; privates, 4101 : total, 4430.

In addition to men, the Americans lost, according to Gordon (ii., 131), 12 mortars and cannons of brass,

and 235 of iron
; 23,979 empty shells, and 17,122 filled; 2684 double-headed shot; a large quantity of

grape-shot; 2800 muskets; 400,000 cartridges; 16 barrels of powder ; a quantity of bar iron; 500 in-

trenching tools ; 4 covered wagons ; 200 hand-barrows, carts, crows, mantelets, chevaux-de-frize, Pic.
\

4000 barrels of flour, at Forts Washington and Lee ; baggage, tents, and a large quantity of other «tores.
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had conceived the masterly stroke of military skill which presently brought forth such a ra-

diant spark of hope and joy upon the frozen banks of the Delaware.'

After passing the Delaware, the salvation of Philadelphia became the object of Washing-

ton's greatest solicitude. He dispatched General Putnam thither, who, with General Mif-

flin, commenced the erection of defenses at difierent points around the city. Congress, now

alive to the necessity for the most energetic action, put forth all its powers. It resolved to

defend Philadelphia to the last extremity. A stirring appeal to the people was adopted and

sent forth, and a thorough organization of the army was begun, in accordance December ii,

with a plan matured by Washington and a committee of Congress, while the i^^'^-

American army was upon Harlem Heights, a few months previous. According to this plan,

all the hitherto scattered Continental forces were to be embraced in one grand army, con-

sisting of eighty battalions of seven hundred and fifty men each, to be raised in the several

states. Massachusetts and Virginia were each to furnish fifteen battalions ;
Pennsylvania,

twelve ; North Carolina, nine ; Connecticut, eight ; South Carolina, six
;
New York and

New Jersey, four each ; New Hampshire and Maryland, three each ; Pvhode Island, two,

and Georgia, one. As an inducement for men to enlist and supply the places of those whose

term of service was about expiring, hberal bounties were ofTered.'' A loan of five millions

of dollars at four per cent, interest was authorized.

On the 12th of December, Congress invested General Putnam with almost unlim-
^^^

ited power in Philadelphia, placing under his control all the munitions of war in the

city, and also authorizing him to employ all the private armed vessels in that harbor for the

defense of the place. On the same day, under the advice of Putnam and Mifliin, Congress

resolved to retire to Baltimore, because Philadelphia, now being made the seat of war, could

not furnish that quiet so necessary to wise and dispassionate legislation.' A committee of

three, consisting of Pvobert Morris, George Clymer, and George Walton, was appointed to

remain in Philadelphia, to act in behalf of Congress, during its absence. That body, pur-

suant to adjournment, reassembled in Baltimore on the 20th. The Whigs in Philadelphia

were in great consternation when Congress left. They feared the Loyalists in their midst

quite as much as the approaching enemy. On the departure of Congress, the active Loy-

alists assumed a bold tone ; and General Putnam, who was sent thither to fortify the city,

was in daily expectation of an insurrection in favor of the royal cause. Nearly the whole

body of Quakers, though passive, belonged to that party.

' In a letter to Governor Trumbull, of Connecticut, written on the 14th of December, six days after he

crossed the Delaware, he said, alluding to the approach of Gates with a considerable force, " They ma}', in

conjunction with my present force and that under General Lee, enable us to attempt a stroke upon the

forces of the enemy, who lie a good deal scattered, and to all appearance in a state of security. A lucky

blow in this quarter would be fatal to them, and would most certainly rouse the spirits of the people, which

are quite sunk by our late misfortunes."

—

Writings of Washington, iv., 220, 221.

General Greene, to whom Washington communicated his plans, wrote to Governor Cooke, of Rhode Isl-

and, on the 21st, " We are now on the west side of the Delaware. Our force is small when collected to-

gether ;
but, small as it is, I hope we shall give the enemy a stroke in a few days. Should fortune favor

the attack, it may put a stop to General Howe's progress." Colonel Reed wrote to Washington on the

21st, " Will it not be possible, my dear general, for your troops, or such part of them as can act with ad-

vantage, to make a diversion, or something more, at or about Trenton '?"

—

Ibid., 542, 543.

^ Each soldier was to have a bounty of twenty dollars, besides an allotment of land, at the end of the war,

to all who survived, or to the families of those who should fall in the service. The allotment of a common

soldier was to be one hundred acres ; of an ensign, one hundred and fifty ;
of a lieutenant, two hundred

;
a

captain, three hundred ; a major, four hundred ; a lieutenant colonel, four hundred and fifty ;
and a colonel,

five hundred. This allotment was to be extended only to those who enlisted "during the war."

^ A rumor having gone abroad that Congress was about to disperse, that body resolved that Washington

should be desired to contradict^" the false and malicious report spread by the enemies of America," in his

general orders. The commander-in-chief, in a letter to the President of Congress from Trenton Falls,

written on the 12th, wisely declined publishing such refutation, and gave good reasons for his course. "It

was a fortunate circumstance," says Sparks (Washiiigton, iv., 210), "that General Washington did not

publish this resolve to the army, for, the next day after it was passed, Congress actually adjourned from

Philadelphia, to assemble again in Baltimore." The resolution was transmitted to Washington by the sec-

retary of Congress, but it does not appear among the published proceedings of that body.
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In the mean while, Washington was preparing to strike the enemy. General Howe, the

commander-in-chief of the British forces, remained in New York, and the operations in New
Jersey were under the control and direction of Lord Cornwallis. It appears from Howe's

dispatches' that he did not contemplate pursuing the Americans further than the Delaware,

but designed sending a strong force up the Hudson to meet Burgoyne, who was to penetrate

the country from Canada. Cornwallis urged the capture of Philadelphia as a paramount

measure, and Howe consented. Yet, with all his vigilance and skill, the arrangement of

the British army in the Jerseys was not creditable to the sagacity of Cornwallis. It was

scattered in detachments along an extended line. A body of Hessians, under Colonel E.all,

was stationed at Trenton, and another, under Count Donop, was posted at Bordentown.

The English troops were divided into a chain of cantonments, extending from New Bruns-

wick to the Delaware, and down that river to a point below Burlington. Small detach-

ments were also stationed at Black Horse and Mount Holly. Cornwallis looked with such

contempt upon the weak and scattered forces of Washington, and was so certain of an easy

victory beyond the Delaware, where, rumor informed him, the people were almost unani-

mous in favor of the king, that he did not regard great vigilance as necessary. He had re-

turned to head-quarters at New York ; and so confident were the British generals that the

contest would be ended by taking possession of Philadelphia, that Cornwallis had prepared

to sail for England on leave of absence.'' His military stores were chiefly at New Bruns-

wick, and there was his strongest detachment.

Lee's division, under Sullivan, and the regiments from Ticonderoga, united with Wash-

December, ington on the 21st. The increased pay of officers, the proffered bounties to the
1776. soldiers, and the great personal influence of the commander-in-chief, had the efl"ect

to retain in the service, for a few weeks at least, more than one half of the old soldiers.

The militia of Pennsylvania turned out with considerable alacrity ; and on the 24th, be-

tween five and six thousand Americans were gathered around the standard of Washington."

The commander-in-chief's head-quarters were at Newtown, a little village on a small branch

of the Neshaming, two miles northeast from Bristol.''

There were about fifteen hundred Hesssians and a troop of British light horse at Tren-

ton ; these Washington determined to surprise. The posts at Mount Holly, Burlington,

Black Horse, and Bordentown were to be attacked, at the same time, by the Pennsylva-

nia militia, under Generals Cadwallader** and Ewing, the former to cross near Bristol, the

latter below Trenton Falls ; while Washington, leading the main body of the Continental

troops in person, assisted by Generals Sullivan and Greene, and Colonel Knox of the ar-

^ Parliamentary Register, xi., p. 260, 362.
* Ramsay .sa3-s that Colonel Rail, being under some apprehension for the safety of Trenton, applied to

General Grant for a re-enforcement. That officer, partaking of the confidence of others, said to the mes-
senger, " Tell the colonel he is very safe. 1 will undertake to keep the peace in New Jersey with a cor-

poral's guard."
^ By the adjutant's return on the 22d of December, the army of Washington amounted to ten thousand

one hundred and six men. Of this number, five thousand three hundred and ninety-nine were sick, on com-
mand elsewhere, or on furlough, leaving an effective force of four thousand seven hundred and seven. To
these must be added the effective men of Lee's division and the Pennsylvania militia.

* Washington occupied the house now (1848) owned by Dr. Lee, on the west side of the creek ; General
Greene was at the large brick house, now Hough's Hotel ; and General Mercer was at Mr. Keith's, a little

out of the town. It is related that on the morning of the day when the Americans marched to M'Conkey's
Ferry, General Mercer told Mrs. Keith that he dreamed, the previous night, that he had been attacked and
overpowered by a huge black bear. Mercer was killed by the British and Hessians at Princeton a few
days afterward, and those who knew of his dream superstitiously regarded it as a premonition of his fate.

^ John Cadwallader was a native of Philadelphia. He was a member of the Pennsylvania Convention in

1775. He entered the army, and was appointed brigadier by Congress in February, 1777. He partici-

pated in the battles of Princeton, Brandywine, Germantown, and Monmouth. He fought a duel with Gen-
eral Conway, the quarrel which led to it growing out of the intrigue of that officer with Gates and others

against Washington. Conway was badly, but not mortall}' wounded. Cadwallader removed to Mar3'land

after the war, and became a member of its State Legislature. He died on the 10th of February, 1786,

aged forty-three years. He was a gentleman of large fortune, and dispensed its blessings with a liberal

hand. He has many descendants in Philadelphia and vicinity.
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tillery, was to cross the Delaware at M'Conkey's Ferry, and march down upon the enemy

at Trenton. The river yet remained quite free from ice, and every thing seemed auspi-

cious. Unknown to General Washington, Putnam, who had been made acquainted with

the design of attacking Trenton, sent Colonel Griffin, with a body of four hundred and

fifty militia, across from Philadelphia into New Jersey, to make a diversion in favor of the

Trenton expedition. Griffin was instructed to proceed to Mount Holly, for the purpose of

attracting the attention of Colonel Donop at Bordentown. He was ordered not to fight, but

to retreat down the river when the enemy should appear. This movement had the desired

effect. Donop, who should have been near enough to support Colonel Pvall,' moved against

Griffin with his whole force of two thousand men ; and so dilatory was he in his marches

after the retreat of the Americans, that it was two days before he returned to his post."

Christmas night was selected by Washington for the execution of the enterprise. He

well knew the German habit of celebrating that day with feasting and drinking, and rea-

soned wisely on the probability of a large portion of the Hessians being half disabled by in-

temperate indulgence.

The division with which Washington was to cross the Delaware consisted of two thou-

sand four hundred men, with twenty pieces of artillery. At dusk they paraded December 25,

at M'Conkey's Ferry (now Taylorsville), expecting to reach Trenton by mid-
^^'*^-

night. The cold weather of the twenty-four hours preceding put serious obstacles in the

way. The river was so full of floating ice that at first it was doubtful whether a crossing

could be effected at all. A storm of sleet and snow had just commenced, and the night be-

came excessively dark and dreary. The perilous voyage began early in the evening, in

boats and bateaux, but it was nearly four o'clock in the morning before the little army was

mustered on the Jersey shore. ^ Washington there separated his troops into two divisions,

one to march by the lower, or river road, the other by the upper, or Pennington road. The

distance to Trenton by each highway was about equal. The commander-in-chief ordered

both divisions, immediately on forcing the out-guards, to push directly into the town, that

they might charge the enemy before they had time to form. To surprise them before day-

light was out of the question ; sudden movements and physical force must supply the place

of strategy. Washington, accompanied by Generals Lord Stirling, Greene, Mercer, and

Stevens, commanded the division on the upper road ; Sullivan led that upon the river road.

Both divisions marched so silently that they were not discovered by the enemy until within

a short distance of the picket-guards on the outskirts of the village. Each encountered the

out-guards at the same time, and a brisk skirmish ensued ; the pickets of the enemy firing

from behind houses while retreating to the main body into the town, closely pursued by the

Americans. The Hessian drums beat to arms, and in a few moments the disordered ranks

were marshaled into battle order by the brave Colonel Rail. Part of Washington's division

pushed down King (now Warren) Street, and a part down Queen (now Greene) Street.

Sullivan's division entered by the mansions of Colonels Dickinson and Rutherford, through

Second and Front Streets. By this disposition of the patriot forces at the time of the at-

tack, the enemy were hemmed in by the Assanpink, or Assumpink (a considerable stream

running through the town), on the south, and the invading troops. At the head of King

Street, Captain Forest opened a six-gun battery, which commanded the aVenue. Captain

William A. Washington, and Lieutenant James Monroe,* perceiving that the enemy were

' The name of this officer is spelled, by different writers, Rohl,* Ralle,t Roll.t Rhalle,§ Rhal,|| RahljIT

Rawle,** Rall.tt
2 Gordon, ii., 152. Stedman, i., 231.
^ Among the most prominent and active men engaged in fen7ing the army, tradition has preserved the

names of Uriah Slack, William Green, and David Laning.
* Captain Washington was afterward greatly distinguished as colonel of a corps of cavalry in the cam-

paigns of the South. James Monroe was afterward President of the United States. Both officers were

slishtly wounded while performing this exploit.

* Washington. t Botta. J Gordon. § Stedman.

II
Mrs. Warren. H Sparks. ** Marshall. ft Manuscript parole.
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endeavoring to form a battery in the same street, near where the canal feeder now crosses

the way, rushed forward with a small party, drove the artillery-men from their guns, and

captured two of the

pieces just as the gun-

ners were about to

fire. These were the

first decided move-

ments of the belliger-

ents at the moment
of surprise.

When Colonel Rail

had formed his men
for action, he attempt-

ed to advance and

repel his assailants
;

but, being completely

hemmed in, and his

troops panic-stricken,

all was confusion.

The Americans were

pressing closer and

closer, and with dead-

ly aim were thinning

the Hessian ranks.

At length a bullet

mortally wounded

Colonel Rail, and he

fell from his horse,

pale and bleeding.

His aids and servant

bore him to his quar-

ters at the house of a

Quaker named Stacey Potts, while Lieutenant-colonel Schefier, his next in command, took

his place at the head of the troops. But all order was at an end. Seeing their commander
fall, the Hessians fled in dismay, the main
body attempting to escape by the road to

Princeton. Their retreat was cut off by Col-

olonel Hand, with a body of Pennsylvania ri-

flemen. The fugitives, ignorant of the small-

ness of the force that stood in their way, and

having the enthusiasm of only the mercenary

soldier, threw down their arms and implored

mercy.* The light horse and some infantry,

in all about six hundred, fled, at the first

alarm, to Bordentown. These would have

fallen into Washington's hands, had not the Rall's Head-quarters.2

Explanation of the plan.—This map shows the country around Trenton, and the military operations

there at the close of 1776 and commencement of 1777. h shows the position of Hand's rifle corps on the

26th of December, where they stopped the retreat of the Hessians ;
r, the Virginia troops ; A;, the Hes-

sians ; »n, m, m, skirmishes, January 2d ; n, n, Cornvvallis, January 3d.

' The warmest of the conflict took place near the junction of Warren and Perry Streets, and the Pres-

byterian church in Second Street. The enemy laid down their arms on the field between the Presbyterian

church and Park Place, then called the Old Iron-works.

^ This is a frame building standing upon Warren Street, opposite Perry, near the corner of Bank Alley.
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ice and high wind prevented General James Ewing' from crossing the Delaware at Trenton

as previously arranged. The troops at Bordentown, under Donop, might also have been

captured if Cadwallader could have crossed, with his force, at Bristol. lie succeeded iu

landing a battalion of infantry, but the ice on the margin of the river was in such a con-

dition that it was impossible to get the artillery across. The infantry were ordered back,

and the design was abandoned.

The victory of the Americans at Trenton was complete. They lost in the engagement

only two privates killed, and two others who were frozen to death. The enemy lost six

officers and between twenty and thirty men killed, and twenty-three officers and eight hund-

red and eighty-six non-commissioned officers and privates made prisoners. In addition to

these, many others were found concealed in houses and secured, making the whole number

of prisoners about one thousand. The trophies were six brass field-pieces, a thousand stand

of arms, twelve drums, and four colors. Among the latter was the splendid flag of the An-

spachers.^

As the enemy were in the viciiiity in greatly superior numbers and appointments, Wash-

ington thought it prudent to recross the Delaware, with his prisoners and spoils, into Penn-

sylvania. At evening they all marched to M'Conkey's Ferry, and reached the place of the

American encampment on the other side before midnight of the day of victory.^ Just be-

fore leaving Trenton, Washington and Greene visited the dying Hessian commander at his

quarters, and, with a heart overflowing with generous emotions in that hour of splendid tri-

umph, the American chief ofiered the brave Rail those consolations which a soldier and a

Christian can bestow. This kindness and attention from his conqueror soothed the agonies

of the expiring hero. The remembrance of the deed seems to play like an electric spark

around the pen of the historian while recording it.

Well-attested tradition says that Colonel Rail and his troops Avere, as Washington sup-

posed they would be, yet under the influence of a night's carousal after the Christmas holi-

day. On the morning of the battle. Rail was at the house of Abraham Hunt, who traded

with friend and foe. Hunt was sometimes suspected of being a Tory, but never of being a

The buildings on the left are also of ante-Revolutionary origin. This house was a tavern at the time, kept

by Stacey Potts, the grandfather of Stacey G. and Joseph C. Potts, Esqrs., of Trenton. In a pane of glass,

in the front window on the left of the front door, lower story, may be seen a hole made by a bullet, shot

during the battle. Colonel Rail died in the front room in the second story, immediately over this window.

It is related that a daughter of Mr. Potts, who was at a neighbor's when the firing commenced, was run-

ning toward her father's house, when a musket-ball struck her comb from her head and slightly injured

her scalp.

' The name of this officer is variously given. Washington^ in his dispatch to the President of Congress,

wrote it Ewing ; Marshall, in his Life of Washington, spells it Irvine; Wilkmson, in his Memoirs, has it

Irvin ; Botta, Irwin ; and Gordon, Erwing.

Ewing is the correct name. He was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in 1736. He commenced

his military career under Braddock in 1755, and was with that general when he was slain. He was a

brio-adier general of the Pennsylvania militia at the commencement of the Revolution, but did not enter the

retnilar army. He was vice-president of the commonwealth, under President Dickinson, in 1782, and was

several times member of the State Legislature. He died at his country-seat, in Hellara township in March,

1806, aged seventy years.

2 The regiments which surrendered were those of Anspach, Knyphauscn, and Rail. The flag here al-

luded to is in the possession of George Washington Parke Custis, Esq., of Arlington House, Virginia, who

has deposited it, with the flag surrendered at Yorktown, and other relics, in the museum at Alexandria,

Virginia. Drawings, with descriptions of these flags, will be found in another part of this work.

^^At the head-quarters of Washington, at Newtown, the captive Hessian officers signed the following pa-

role of honor. I copied it, with the accompanying signatures, from the original among Gates's papers, in

the collections of the New York Historical Society.

"We, the Subscribers, Hessian Officers, made Prisoners of War by the American Army, under Command

of his Excellency, General Washington, at Trenton, on the 26th inst., being allowed Our Liberty, under

such Restrictions as to place as may be from time to time appointed, do give Our parole of Honour, that

we will remain at the place, and within the limits appointed for us by his Excellency the General, the Hon-

orable Congress, Council of Safety, or Commissary of Prisoners of War, Peaceably behaving ourselves, and

by no way Send or give Intelligence to the British or Hessian Army, or speak or do any thing disrespectful

or Injurious to the American States while we remain Prisoners of War.
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true Whig. He had invited Colonel Rail and others to a Christmas supper at his house.

Cards were introduced, and play continued throughout the night, accompanied with wine-

drinking. A negro servant was kept as a sort of porter and warden at the door. Just at

dawn, a messenger came in haste with a note to Colonel Rail, sent by a Tory on the Pen-

nington road, who had discovered the approach of the Americans. The negro refused ad-

mittance to the messenger, saying, " The gemmen can't be disturbed." The bearer knew the

importance of the note, and, handing it to the negro, ordered him to carry it immediately to

Colonel Rail. Excited by wine, and about to " deal," the colonel thrust the flote into his

pocket. Like the Theban polemarch, who, in the midst of a convivial party, on receiving

dispatches relative to a conspiracy, refused to open them, saying, "Business to-morrow," Rail

did not look at the message, but continued his amusement. Soon afterward, the roll of the

American di'ums fell upon his drowsy ear. The rattle of musketry, the rumble of heavy gun-

cai'riages, and the tramp of horses aroused his apprehensions, and by the time he could fly to

his quarters and mount his horse, the Americans were driving his soldiers before them like

chaff.' " Business to-day—pleasure to-morrow," is the motto of all vigilance and thrift.

" We will also restrain our Servants and Attendants who are allowed to remain with us, as far as in our

power, to the same Conditions.

" Newtown, December 30th, 1776."

^^ OlW
Md^U^j

^i/ne^ri

Fac Simile of the Signatures.

The following are the names, m English, in the order in which they were signed : F. Scheffer, lieutenant

colonel ; J. A. Von Hanstein, major ; A. C. Steding, captain ; Keller, lieutenant ; Piel, lieutenant ; Graebe,

ensign; Von Zengen, ensign ; Von Hobe, ensign; J. J. Malthaus, major ; Von Biesenrodt, captain; Von
Loewenstein, captain; Brubach, captain; Fobbe, lieutenant ; Kinen, lieutenant ; F. Fisher, lieutenant of
artillery; Fleck, ews/n-n ; Von Drack, ensig-n; Kleinsmith, chs/o-w ; Schroeder, cns/gn ; Carl. Fried. Fiierer,

ensign, regiment Knyphauscn ; Brethaur, lieutenant colonel Rail grenadiers. The last two odicers signed

each a separate parole, dated at Trenton Falls, one on the 27th, and the other on the 30th of December.
1776. Kleinsmith and Fiierer afterward joined the Americans, and were hung in effigy by the British in

New York.
' Stedman (a British officer) says that the Hessians felt themselves so secure at Trenton that they neg-

lected almost every service necessary for security. " When Rhalle," he says, " endeavored to collect his

troops, many of his men were absent on pillaging parties
; and those who were on the spot were more busily

employed in securing their plunder in wagons than in putting the town in a proper state of defense."'

—

History of the American War, i., 332.
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Retreat of the Enemy from Bordentown. Their Line of Posts broken up. Good Effectiof the Victory at Trenton.

When the British and Hessians at Bordentown heard of the disaster at Trenton, most of

them retreated to Princeton, while a few fled toward South Amboy and Brunswick. Gen-

Washington's Visit to Colonel Rall.' (See page 229.)

erals Cadwallader and Mifflin crossed over into New Jersey, with a considerable force, and

the whole line of the enemy's cantonments along the Delaware was broken up and driven

into the interior. This bold stroke, resulting in brilliant success, was the hinge upon which

the cause of the Americans seemed to turn. The English, who had regarded the patriots

with contempt, and believed their power to be utterly broken, were overwhelmed with as-

tonishment. The Tories and pliant Whigs, lately so exultant and loyal, were greatly alarm-

ed and silent ; while the friends of liberty, rising from the depths of despondency, stood erect

in the pride and strength of their principles, and confident of ultimate complete success. The

prestige of the Hessian name was broken, and the terror which they inspired, as foes invinci-

ble, passed away. The faltering militia flocked with eagerness to the standard of Washing-

ton ; and many of the soldiers of the campaign, who were about to leave the army with dis-

gust, joyfully enlisted. Cornwallis, who was on the eve of departure for England, believing

the rebellion virtually at an end, was ordered back to New Jersey. General Grant, who was

with the main army at New Brunswick, advanced to Princeton, and the British forces in the

Jerseys were as much concentrated in the direction of Trenton as circumstances would allow.

While Washington was achieving the victory at Trenton, the Continental Congress, sit-

ting in Baltimore, were taking measures to strengthen his hands. The extreme jealousy of

a military ascendency, which had hitherto restrained the majority in Congress from giving

the commander-in-chief such ample powers as necessity manifestly demanded, now yielded

' This is a copy, by permission, of a picture by Flagg, in the possession of Joseph C. Potts. Esq., of

Trenton. On the left is seen Generals Washington and Greene; in the center is Mrs. Potts, and near her

stands her husband. On the left Colonel Rail reclines upon a couch, and behind him, supporting his pillow,

is his servant. I was informed that the portrait of Rail was painted from a description given by a person

who knew him, and who pronounced the likeness good, as he remembered him.
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Washington made a military Dictator. He Re-crosses the Delaware to Occupy Trenton. Efficient Aid by Robert Morris.

to expediency, and, by a resolution adopted on the 27tli of December, before they could

possibly have heard of the aflair at Trenton, they constituted Washington, in all re-

spects, a Dictator, in the old Roman sense of the term.'

Inspirited by his success at Trenton, the panic of the enemy, and their retirement from
the Delaware ; his army strengthened by new recruits and the junction of the militia who
had guarded the lower posts on the river, Washington determined to recross the Delaware
and occupy Trenton, and then make such offensive movements against the British as pru-

December, dence should dictate. This he accomplished on the 30th. The term of service
^"^^^ of a large portion of the Eastern militia was now about expiring. He prevailed

on them to remain six weeks longer, by promising to each soldier a bounty of ten dollars.

The military chest was not in a condition to permit him to fulfill his promise, and he wrote
to Robert Morris, the great patriot financier of the Revolution, for aid, pleading the urgent
necessity of the case. It was necessary to have hard money, and the sum was large. The
requirement seemed almost impossible to meet. Government credit was low, but confidence

in Robert Morris was unbounded. In a desponding spirit, unusual for him, Morris left his

counting-room at a late hour, musing upon the probabilities of meeting the demand. On
his way he met a wealthy Quaker, and made known his wants. " Robert, what security

canst thou give ?" asked the Quaker. " My note, and my honor," promptly replied Morris.

" Thou shalt have it," was the answer ; and the next morning R,obert Morris wrote to

Washington, " I was up early this morning to dispatch a supply of fifty thousand dollars to

your excellency. It gives me great pleasure that you have engaged the troops to continue
;

and if further occasional supplies of money are necessary, you may depend on my exertions

either in a public or private capacity."' Washington, on reaching Trenton, and advised

Januarys, of the approach of Cornwallis with a strong force from Princeton, encamped on
'^'^^- the south side of the Assanpink (now in South Trenton), upon the high ground

extending eastward from a small bridge that spanned the stream. He took this position in

order to place the stream between himself and the advancing enemy. The American force,

one half of which was composed of undisciplined militia, was only about five thousand strong
;

while that of the enemy was equally large, composed almost exclusively of British refTulars,

' The following is the preamble and resolution :

" This Concrress, having maturely considered the present crisis, and having perfect reliance on the wis-
dom, vigor, and uprightness of General Washington, do hereby

^'Resolve. That General Washington shall be, and he is hereby, vested with full, ample, and complete
powers to raise and collect together, in the most speedy and effectual manner, from any or all of these
United States, sixteen battalions of infantry, in addition to those already voted by Congress

; to appoint offi-

cers for the said battalions of infantry ; to raise, officer, and equip three thousand light horse, three rewi-

ments of artillery, and a corps of engineers, and to establish their pay ; to apply to any of the states for

such aid of the militia as he shall judge necessary
; to form such magazines, and in such places, as he shall

think proper ; to displace and appoint all officers under the rank of brigadier general, and to fill up all va-
cancies in every other department in the American army ; to take, wherever he may be, whatever he may
want for the use of the army, if the inhabitants will not sell it, allowing a reasonable price for the same •

to arrest and confine persons who refuse to take the Continental currencj', or are otherwise disaffected to

the American cause, and return to the states of which they are citizens their names, and the nature of their

offenses, together with the witnesses to prove them.
" That the foregoing powers be vested in General Washington for and during the term of six months

from the date hereof, unless sooner determined by Congress."

—

Journals of Congress, ii., 475.
This resolve was transmitted to Washington by the committee of Congress who remained in Philadelphia

when that body adjourned to Baltimore. " Happy is it for this country," they wrote to Washington, " that

the general of their forces can safely be intrusted with the most unlimited power, and neither personal se-

curity, liberty, nor property be in the least degree endangered thereby."—MS. letter, Dec. 31st, 1776,
quoted by Sparks, iv., 5.52. When Congress adjourned, on the 12th, they gave Washington equal powers,
but did not define them.

^ Morris had sent Washington a small sum of money two days before, and these transactions are doubt-
less those alluded to by the writer of the life of Robert Morris, in the fifth volume of the Biography of the

Signers of the Declaration of Independence, who erroneously says, that " it (the money) enabled General
Washington to gain the signal victory over the hireling Hessians at Trenton," &c. The sum sent on the

28th of December was 410 Spanish dollars, two English crowns, half a French crown, and ten and a half

English shillings.
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Approach of Cornwallis toward Trenton. Battles at Trenton Bridge and the Ford. The Americans in Peril.

Tkenton Bridge and Vicinity.^

thoroughly disciplhied. Washington sent out strong parties, under General Greene, to har-

ass the enemy on their march, and it "was almost sunset before Cornwallis reached Trenton.

The Americans retreated befoi"e him, and

^^^-—

^

:—--^^ it was with difficulty that they passed over

the bridge to the main army.' The bridge,

and the ford above, where the rail-way now
crosses, were strongly guarded by artillery.

Cornwallis drew up his army in solid col-

umn, and, marching down Queen (now

Greene) Street, attempted to force the

bridge, but was three times repulsed by the

American cannon. A strong detachment

also attempted to cross the ford, and get in

the rear of the patriots ; but they, too, were

forced back by the vigorous action of can-

non and small-arms. The Americans kept

up a heavy cannonade until dark, when the

British fell back in confusion, having lost

many men.^ At each repulse, the Amer-

icans raised a loud shout along their lines
;

and at last, Cornwallis, believing their force

to be much greater than it really was,

ceased hostilities, lighted his camp-fires, and awaited the morning for further movements.

Washington and his army were now in a most critical situation. It was evident that a

general engagement must take place the next day, and, in such a conflict, the result in favor

of the enemy could hardly be considered doubtful. The commander-in-chief, as usual, called

a council of war. The alternative first proposed was a retreat down the Delaware and a

passage across the river at Philadelphia, or a battle on the spot. Both were considered ex-

tremely hazardous. Washington then proposed a stealthy withdrawal from the Assanpink,

and a circuitous march to Princeton, to get in the enemy's rear, beat up his quarters at that

place, and, if circumstances should be favorable, to fall upon his stores at New Brunswick.

This proposition was approved ; but the ground, on account of a thaw, was too soft to per-

mit an easy transit of their forty pieces of cannon. This was a serious difficulty. While

the council was in session, the wind changed to the northwest, and became so exceedingly

cold that M'ithin two hours the ground was as hard as a pavement : the great difficulty

was overcome by a power mightier than that of man. The favorable moment was speedily

improved. Along the front of his army Washington lighted numerous camp-fires, made of

the fences in the neighborhood. These were evidence to the enemy that his antagonist was

encamped for the night ; and Cornwallis assured Sir William Erskine, who urged him to

make an attack that evening, that he would certainly " catch the fox [meaning Washing-

' See a notice of Mr. Howland, of Providence, in connection with this event, on page 63.

^ I have not met with any official account of the number killed on this occasion. A writer in the Con-

necticut Journal of January 22, 1777, says the enemy were " obliged to retreat and give over the attempt,

after suffering great loss, supposed at least 150 killed." In a minute account by an eye-witness, published

in the Princeton Whig of November 4, 1842, the writer says "the creek was nearly filled with their dead."

^ This view is from the north side of the Assanpink, a few rods above the bridge, looking south. The

bridge, seen upon the right, is built of stone, and very strong, and is upon the site of the old one. The creek

is curbed by a dam near the bridge, and forms the sheet of water seen in the picture. The old " Stacey

Mill" of the Revolution, the largest building in the sketch, was quite dilapidated from the effects of fire

and flood, when I was there. The two old houses on the left of it are of stone, covered with stucco, and

were there at the time in question. On the bank, between them and the house of Mr. Timothy Abbott, seen

on the extreme left, was a building used as a tavern, in the Revolution. It was demolished a few years ago.

Alon<T the high bank, from the mill eastward to the rail-way, now covered with houses and gardens, and

also westward, some distance toward the Delaware, the Americans were encamped. The bank was being

terraced when I visited Trenton, and will, in time, be a beautiful spot.

II. Q
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Comwallifl Outgeneraled. March of the Americans toward Princeton. Their Approach discovered by the Enemy.

ton] in the morning." Great was his astonishment and alarm at dawn to find the patriot

camp-fires still burning, but not a man, nor hoof, nor tent, nor cannon there. All was silent

and dreary on the south side of the Assanpink ; and no man of the British army knew
whither the Americans had fled, until the din of battle in the direction of Princeton came
faintly upon the keen morning air at sunrise. Cornwallis heard the booming of cannon,

and, although mid-winter, he thought it was the rumbling of distant thunder. The quick

ear of Erskine decided otherwise, and he exclaimed, " To arms, general I Washington has

ont-ge)iereded us. Let us fly to the rescue at Princeton !"

At one o'clock in the morning Washington had silently withdrawn his army from Tren-

ton, and made his way, along a new road,' toward Princeton, ten miles distant. This cir-

cuitous route was taken to avoid a detachment of the enemy lying at Maidenhead, on the

direct I'oad to Princeton. The baggage was sent down to Burlington. The commander-
in-chief ordered his camp-fires to be kept burning, and the patrols to march their accustomed

rounds until near daylight, when those who fed the flames, and also the patrols, were di-

rected to retreat hastily to the main body. The movement was made with great skill and

order, for the pickets of both armies on the Assanpink were within speaking distance of each

other when the fires were lighted and the guards set.

Proceeding by the way of Sandtown (see map on page 228), Washington reached the

upper bridge over Stony Brook, near Princeton, a little

before sunrise, and arranged his column near the Quaker

meeting-house. A bi'igade of the enemy, under Lieuten-

ant-colonel Mawhood, consisting of the seventeenth, for-

tieth, and fifty-fifth regiments, with three troops of dra-

goons, had quartered in Princeton the previous night
;

and at the moment of Washington's arrival, two of the

regiments had commmenced their march for Trenton, to

re-enforce Cornwallis. The main body of the Ameri-

cans, after crossing Stony Brook, wheeled to the right,

Friends' Meeting-house.' ^"^ advanced cautiously along a by-road, through low

grounds, directly for Princeton. General Mercer, hav-

ing under him Captains Stone, Fleming, Neal and others, with about three hundred and

fifty men, many of them youths belonging to the first families in Philadelphia, was detached

to take possession of the lower bridge at Worth's Mill, on the old highway to Trenton.

This movement had a three-fold object ; the securing of the bridge, the interception of fu-

gitives from Princeton, and the checking of any retrograde movement of the rear of Corn-

wallis's army.

It was an exceedingly clear, cold, and brilliant morning ; every thing was jeweled with

the hoar frost. As the Americans emerged from behind a piece of woods a little south of

the Quaker meeting-house, their arms glittering in the bright sun, they were discovered by
the seventeenth regiment of the enemy, then under march upon a hill (now Millett's) on

the old Trenton road. Washington observed the enemy at the same moment, and both

commanders prepared for an encounter. Mawhood wheeled both his regiments and recrossed

the bridge, just as Mercer, by a quick movement, reached it. Both parties, by rapid evo-

' The venerable Mr. Howland, of Rhode Island, already mentioned, who was with the army in this re-

treat, informed me that their progress was very much retarded by the stumps of trees in this new road.

Many were bruised by stumbling over them, and some of the wheels of the baggage-trains were broken.

This is known as the Quaker Road. But for this necessary slowness of march, the Americans would have
reached Princeton before dawn, and very probably been able to push on and capture the British stores at

New Brunswick.
"^ This ancient stone building (1 on the map of the Princeton battle, page 235) is yet standing, and used

by the Quakers as a place of worship. This sketch is from the yard in front, looking north. The woods
behind which the Americans marched, after crossing the bridge, yet remain ;

and Stony Brook, made sub-

servient to the wants of the Delaware and Raritan Canal, as a feeder, is but little changed since its music
was mingled with the din of battle.
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First Skirmish near Princeton. Effect of British Bayonets. Dispersion of the Americans. Washington on the Field.

lutions, endeavored to get possession of the high ground on the right, toward Princeton, and

westward of the house of WilHam Clark. Mercer, Avith his troops, soon reached the house

and orchards of Clark, a little

eastward of the present turnpike,

when, perceiving the British line

approaching from the opposite side

of the height, he pushed through

the orchard to a hedge fence,

from behind which his riflemen

discharged a deadly volley. It

was quickly returned by the ene-

my, who instantly charged. The
Americans were armed only with

rifles, and could not withstand the

furious attack of British bayonets.

After the third fire, they aban-

doned the fence, broke, and fled

in disorder. The enemy pursued

the flying patriots until they came

to the brow of the slope, near

Clark's, when, for the first time,

they discovered the American col-

umn of regulars, and the Penn-

sylvania militia, commanded by

Washington in person, advancing

to the support of Mercer. The
flying Americans were checked

and speedily arranged in battle

order. Captain Moulder's artil-

lery formed in battery on the right

of Thomas Clark's house, about

a quarter of a mile south of the

scene of the first conflict. Maw-
hood discovered the commanding

form of Washington passing from

column to column, and bringing

order out of confusion. He imme-

diately ceased pursuit, and, draw-

ing up his artillery, attempted to charge and take Moulder's battery. The effort was vain.

Being dreadfully galled by the grape-shot of the patriots, and perceiving Hitchcock's and an-

other Continental regiment advancing from behind the American column, Mawhood wheeled,

,and retreated toward the high ground in the rear, leaving his artillery upon the field. These

the Americans were unable to carry off, on account of a want of horses. The action con-

NoTE.—This plan of the battle of Princeton I copied from a large drawing in the library of Princeton

College, made from .surveys by Professor Albert B. Dod, and drawn by VV. A. Dod and S. B. Alexander.
Explanation of the References.—a, head of the American cohimn when first seen by the British; b, head
of column after Mercer's engagement; o, retreat of the British; **, pursuit of the Americans; 1, Qua-
ker meeting-house ; 2, Clark's house, where Mercer died

; 3, 4, the British seventeenth regiment ; 5, 6,

Mercer beginning the battle; 7, 8, the seventeenth attempting to dislodge Moulder; 9, 10, Pennsylvania
militia under Washington; 11, Hitchcock's regiment; 13, display of Continentals ; 14, Nassau Hall, or

Princeton College, in the village; 15, Richard Stockton's residence, and Cornwallis's head-quarters for a

time; 16, Worth's Mill, on Stony Brook; 17, Millett's, the position of the seventeenth regiment at sun-

ri.se; 18, the fortieth and fifty-filth regiments of the British retreating, after the action, toward Rocky Hill.

The rail-way station is seen upon the Delaware and Raritan Canal, southeast of Princeton village.
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General Mercer mortally Wounded by Bayonets. His Bravery till the Last. Place of his Death. View of the Battle-ground.

tinued only about fifteen minutes, but was very severe. Washington vi'as exposed to the

hottest fire, while encouraging the militia by voice and example. General Mercer dis-

mounted after the first fire, the gray horse he was

riding having been disabled by a musket-ball that

M'ounded his fore leg ; and while on foot, endeavoring

to rally his broken troops, he was felled to the ground

by a blow from a musket dealt by a British soldier.

When his rank was discovered, the enemy, believing '.

it to be Washington, raised an exulting shout, and

cried, " The rebel general is taken I" Several rushed

to the spot, exclaiming, " Call for quarters, you d—

d

rebel I" " I am no rebel," cried Mercer, indignantly,

while half a dozen bayonets Were at his breast ; and,

View of the Battle-gkound near Princeton.i

instead of calling for quarter, he determined to die fighting. He struck several blows at

his enemies with his sword, when they bayoneted him and left him for dead.^ Upon the

retreat of the British, General Mercer was conveyed to the house of Thomas Clark (now

John Clark's), then a new building, where he was tenderly nursed by the late Miss Sarah

Clark, of the Society of Friends, and a colored woman belonging to the family. He
languished in great pain until the 12th, when he expired in the arms of Major

January,
1777.

^ This view, looking north, is from the carriage gate of Mr. John Clarke, owner of the house in which

General Mercer died, which is situated about sevent}' rods from the Trenton turnpike. That dwelling is

represented in the foreground of the picture, on the extreme right. The distant view includes almost the

whole field of action. Near the center of the picture, over the head of the dark figure, is seen the house

of William Clark, and his out-buildings. The barn, a little more to the left, with a tree in front, is upon

the spot from whence Mercer rushed forward to the hedge-fence. That fence was upon the line of the

present turnpike, denoted in the sketch by the fence passing down the slope beyond the large tree on the

extreme left. The " high ground" for which both parties were aiming, to secure advantage, is seen in

the extreme distance. The dark spot between the tree in the second field and the barn denotes the spot

where Mercer fell. The house of William Clark, in the distance, is about a quarter of a mile from the one

in the fore<Tround, where Mercer died. The hollow between the two houses was the space between the

belligerents when Washington advanced to the support of Mercer. The place of conflict is about a mile

and a quarter south of Princeton. The turnpike passes directly through it.

- The story went abroad, at that time, that General Mercer was cruelly bayoneted after he had delivered

up his sword ; but his dying assertion that he did not give up his weapon until he was powerless to wield

it, exonerates the British soldiery from this foul accusation.



OF THE REVOLUTION. 237

Loss of the Americans. Death of General Mercer. His Monument. Skirmish near Nassau Hall in Princeton

George Lewis, a nephew of Washington, and captain of the horse guards.' Dr. Benjamin

Rush was also with him until he died."

The loss of the Americans in this engagement was about thirty, among w^hom, besides

General Mercer, were Colonels Harslet and Potter, Major Morris, Captains Shippen, Flem-

ing, and Neal, all officers of much promise. The loss of General Mercer was irreparable.

He had been a companion in arms with Washington in the campaign against the French

and Indians in 1755, and 'was greatly beloved by all. Highly educated, patriotic, brave,

and noted for strict integrity, he was regarded as one of the most promising of the general

officers with whom the chief was associated. He fell at the moment of victory, for the next

instant the shout of success from American lips greeted his ear. Among those of the en-

emy, mortally wounded, was Captain William Leslie, a son of the Scotch Earl of Levin, of

whom mention is made in the note on page 332, vol. i.

The broken and routed seventeenth regiment fled to the Trenton road, crossed the bridge,

and hastened to join Cornwallis, who had been brought forward with great haste by the

firing. Washington pushed on to Princeton, and in a ravine near the college encountered

a sharp resistance from the fifty-fifth regiment. This corps was also routed, and fled to-

ward Brunswick, accompanied by the fortieth, which took little part in the action. In the

college buildings at Princeton (which, with the Presbyterian church, had been used for bar-

1 Washington first heard that Mercer was killed on the battle-field, and it was not until he reached Som-

erset Court-house that he was apprised of the true situation of that officer. He immediately dispatched

young Lewis, with a flan, to Cornwallis, requesting that every possible attention might be paid to the

wounded general, and asking permission for Lewis to remain with him. Cornwallis cheerfully complied

with the request.
. , , .

i , • .

2 On the 14th of January, 1777, the body of General Mercer was conveyed to Phdadelphia, and buried

in Christ Church-yard. Over it was placed a plain marble slab, with the simple inscription, " In memory

of Gen. Hugh Mercer, who fell at Princeton, Jan. 3d, 1777." There his dust reposed until 1840, when

his countrymen of the St. Xndrevk-'s and the Thistle Society

removed his remains to Laurel Hill Cemetery, and erected a

beautiful marble monument to his memory, near the chapel.

The funeral ceremonies took place on the 26th of November.

WiLLi.\M B. Reed, Esq., pronounced a eulogium on the oc-

casion. The pall was borne by Commodores Read, Biddle,

and Stewart, and Colonel Miller. The First Troop of City

Cavalry, which took part in the battle of Princeton, com-

posed the guard of honor. There are no survivors of the

original corps. The monument was made by John Struth-

ers and Son, Philadelphia, and bears the following inscrip-

tions, which give the most important incidents of his public

life. East side, or principal front :
" Dedicated to the Mem-

ory of General Hugh Mercer, who fell for the Sacred

Cause of Human Liberty, and American Independence, in

the Battle of Princeton. He poured out his blood for a Gen-

erous Principle." West side : "General Mercer, a Phy-

sician of Fredericksburg, in Virginia, was distinguished for

his skill and learning, his gentleness and decision, his refine-

ment and humanity, his elevated honor, and his devotion to

the great cause of Civil and Religious Liberty." North side :

"General Mercer, a native of Scotland, was an assistant

Surgeon in the Battle of Culloden, and the companion of

Washington in the Indian Wars of 1755 and 1756. He received a Medal from the Corporation of Phila-

delphia, for his courage and conduct in the Expedition against the Indian Settlement of Kittaning."* South

side :
" The St. Andrew's Society of Philadeljihia offer this humble tribute to the memory of an illustrious

Brother. When a grateful posterity shall bid the trophied memorial rise to the martyrs who sealed with

their blood the charter of an Empire's liberties, there shall not be wanted a monument to him whom
Washington mourned as the worthy and brave Mercer." General Mercer was about fifty-six years ol

age when he was slain.

* Dr. Mercer resided at Fredericksburg when the RevoUition broke out. He espoused the cause, left his profession, com-

manded three regiments of minute-men in 1775, and in 1776 drilled and organized large bodies of Virginia militia. On the 5th

of June, 1776, Congress gave him the commission of a brigadier. Congi-ess resolved (see Journals, iii., 98) that a monument
should be erected to his memory at Fredericksburg, and that his youngest son should be educated at the expense of the Re-

public. The monument is yet to be erected. The son (Colonel Hugh Mercer, of Fredericksburg) was educated, and yet sur-

vives, at the age of about fourscore.

Monument to Geneeal Mercer.
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Nassau Hall, Princeton College.

Destruction of the King's Portrait in Nassau Hall. Prisoners taken. Skirmish at Worth's Mills. Comwallis at Princetoa

racks by the enemy) there remained a portion of a regiment. Washington drew up some

cannon within a short distance of" these buildings, and commenced firing upon them. The

T first ball, it is said, entered the pray-

er hall, a room used as a chapel, and

passed through the head of a portrait

of George the Second, suspended in a

larsre frame upon the wall. After a

few discharges, Captain James Moore,

of the Princeton militia, with a few

others of equal daring, burst open a

door of Nassau Hall, and demanded the

em render of the troops within. They
instantly complied, and, with several

invalids, were made prisoners.

At the close of the action at Clark's,

where Mawhood, with the seventeenth,

was routed, Washington detached a

'-mall party, under Major Kelley, of the

Pennsylvania militia, to destroy the

bridge over Stony Brook, at Worth's

Mills. They had scarcely began the work of destruction when the van of the British

troops, advancing from Trenton upon Princeton, appeared upon the hill at Millett's. Com-
wallis heard the firing in the direction of Princeton, and suspecting the object of his enemy

to be the seizure of his stores at New Brunswick, he made a forced march in pursuit, and

arrived near Stony Brook just after the first and decisive battle had been fought. When
the "British discovered the party engaged in demolishing the bridge, they opened upon them

a discharge of heavy round-shot, which drove them away ; not, however, until the loose

planks were throwTi into the stream, and the bridge was rendered impassable for the artil-

lery and bagsage. Delay was dangerous, perhaps fatal, and Cornwallis ordered the troops

to dash into and ford the swollen stream.'

It was almost breast-deep, and half filled

with ice
;
yet the soldiers obeyed, and, in

their mail of frozen clothes, hastened on to-

ward Princeton. When near the town, the

advanced guard was brought to a halt by

the discharge of an iron thirty-two-pounder,

which the enemy had left on a temporary

breast-work at the west end of the village.'^

Cornwallis, apprehending that Washington

had determined to make a stand at Prince-

ton, halted his column, and sent out recon-

noitering parties of horsemen. In the mean

while, a large detachment approached the Bridge at Worth's Mills.s

' Major Kelley continued cuttino; away a portion of the bridge while the balls of the enemy were men-

acing his life. He was cutting away a log on which some of the timbers rested, when it gave way sooner

than was expected, and he was precipitated into the stream. His men, supposing him to be lost, fled to

Princeton. He got out of the water ; but his frozen clothes and exhaustion so retarded his progress, that

he was made a prisoner by the enemy.
^ This cannon is now in the center of the Campus, in the rear of the College of New Jersey, at Prince-

ton. It was one of the pieces which Wa.shington was unable to carry away with him.

' This substantial stone bridge, over Stony Brook, is upon the site of the wooden one destro3'ed on the

3d of January, 1777. The old mill on the left is' now owned by Josiah S. Worth, a son of the proprietor

during the Revolution. This sketch was made from the road on the bank of the stream, along which Mer-

cer and his detachment marched to secure the bridge;
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battery cautiously, intending to take it by storm. These movements delayed them an hour,

and when they arrived at the breast-work and the village, great was their astonishment and

chagrin to find both deserted, and not a rebel in sight ! Washington, with his little,army

and prisoners, was far on his way toward the Millstone River, in hot pursuit of the fortieth

and fifty-fifth regiments.

The battle at Princeton and its results, following closely upon the brilliant affair at Tren-

ton, produced a strong impression upon the public mind favorable to the commander-in-chief

and the patriot cause. Considering the numbers engaged, it was one of the severest con-

flicts of the war, and in no engagement did the skill and bravery of both parties appear more

conspicuously. The enemy lost about one hundred in killed, and three hundred in wound-

ed and prisoners. The loss of the Americans was about one hundred, including several

valuable officers. Never was a general more exposed to death than was Washington,

when leading the troops to the support of Mercer's riflemen
;
yet he escaped without a

wound.'

Washington pursued the fugitive regiments as far as Kingston, beyond the Millstone Riv-

er, three miles northeast of Princeton. There he held a council of war with his officers, on

horseback. The rich prize at New Brunswick was very tempting, and a wish was gener-

ally expressed to continue the march thither and secure the British stores. Such a step

would have been fatal ; lor Cornwallis, with fresh troops, and superior in numbers, was in

close pursuit ; while the Americans, who had fought at Trenton on the 2d, marched all

night before the battle of Princeton on the 3d, and had not slept for thirty-six hours, were

completely exhausted. More than half of them had not been able to procure breakfast or

dinner ; many were destitute of shoes or stockings, and in every way were utterly unable to

contend with an enemy. To save his army, Washington filed off on the left, at Kingston,

along a narrow road running to Rocky Hill. He destroyed the bridge at Kingston, which

checked the progress of Cornwallis for some time, and, after having crossed the Millstone

twice, he reached Pluckemin that evening. On the way, overcome by fatigue, many sol-

diers laid down and slept on the frozen ground. Washington remained no longer at Pluck-

emin than to give his troops rest and refreshments, and then advanced to Morristown, where

he established his winter quarters. His subsequent movements, by which New Jersey was

soon purged of the enemy, are mentioned on page 307, vol. i.

Cornwallis repaired, and then crossed the bridge at Kingston, and, believing Washington

to be on the road to New Brunswick, pushed eagerly forward—so eagerly, over the rough

1 Mr. Custis, in his Recollections of the Life and Character of Washington, gives a graphic picture of

the scene when the commander-in-chief brought the mihtia and riflemen into action. "The discomfited

Americans rally on the instant, and form into line. The enemy halt, and dress their line. The American

chief is between the adverse posts, as though he had been placed there a target for both. The arms of

both are leveled. Can escape from death he possible? Fitzgerald (Washington's aid), horror-struck at

the death of his beloved commander, dropped the reins upon his horse's neck, and drew his hat over his

face, that he micrht not see him die. A roar of musketry succeeds, and then a shout. It was the shout of

victory. The aid-de-camp ventures to raise

his eyes. Oh, glorious sight ! the enemy are

broken and flying ;
while dimly, amid the

glimpses of the smoke, is seen the chief alive,

unharmed, and without a wound, waving his

hat, and cheerin<i his comrades to the pur-

suit. Colonel Fitzgerald, celebrated as one

of the finest horsemen in the American army,

now dashed his rowels in his charger's flanks,

and, heedless of the dead and dying in his

way, flew to the side of the chief, exclaiming,
' Thank God ! your excellency is safe !' while the favorite aid, a gallant and warm-hearted son of Erin, a

man of thews and sinews (and albeit unused to the melting mood), gave loose to his feelings, and wept

like a child, for joy. Washinirton, ever calm amid scenes of the greatest excitement, afl^ectionately grasped

the hand of his aid and friend, and then ordered, ' Away, my dear colonel, and bring up the troops
;
the

day is our own !'
"
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Capture of British Baggage-wagons. Evacuation ofNew Jersey by the British. Estimate ofWashington's Character in Europe.

and frozen roads, that several of his bajrffafje-wafjons were broken down. Leavin"; them in

charge of a detachment of between two and three hundred men,' he pressed onward, and

reached New Brunswick at sunset. Again the Americans had ehided his pursuit
;
yet he

rejoiced in the safety of his stores.

The armed parties frequently sent out by Washington from his hill-quarters were gener-

ally successful, and the people, incensed at the bad faith of the English and the depreda-

tions of the Hessians, joined the Americans in all their expeditions. The British quarters

were straitened, their supplies were cut off, and in a short time New Jersey was evacuated

by the enemy. Alluding to these results, the eloquent Charles Botta observes, " Achieve-

ments so stirring gained for the American commander a very great reputation, and were re-

garded with wonder by all nations, as well as by the Americans. The prudence, constancy,

and noble intrepidity of Washington was admired and applauded by all. By unanimous

consent he was declared to be the savior of his country ; all proclaimed him equal to the

most renowned commanders of antiquity, and especially distinguished him by the name of

the American Fabius. His name was in the mouths of all ; he was celebrated by the pens

of the most distinguished writers. The most illustrious personages of Europe lavished upon

him their praises and their congratulations.'' The American general, therefore, wanted nei-

ther a cause full of grandeur to defend, nor occasion for the acquisition of glory, nor genius

lo avail himself of it, nor the renown due to his triumphs, nor an entire generation of men
perfectly well disposed to render him homage."

Washington exercised the dictatorial powers which Congress had conferred upon him
with energy and great circumspection, and with a single eye to the good of his country. His

recommendations were promptly seconded by Congress, and soon great vitality was visible

every where. He took care to provide for meritorious officers in his appointments, when or-

ganizing the sixteen battalions authorized by Congress. At that time public clamor was
strong against Dr. Morgan,' the successor of the traitor, Church, as head of the medical de-

' A small company of fifteen or twenty militia, having learned the situation of this baggage, resolved to

capture it. After dark, they arranged themselves among the trees, in a semicircular form, around the place

where the soldiers were guarding their wagons, and, on a concerted signal, they set up a tremendous shout,

and commenced firing. The British, believing the assailants to be as strong in numbers as themselves, and

taken completely by surprise, retreated with a few of the wagons that were fit for traveling, and fled to

New Brunswick. Those left behind were taken to the American camp, and found to contain, what the

army greatly needed, woolen clothes.

^ It is said that Frederic the Great of Prussia declared that the achievements of Washington and his little

band of compatriots, between the 25th of December and the 4th of Januarj^, were the most brilliant of any
recorded in the annals of military achievements.

^ Morgan afterward procured an inquiry into his conduct by a committee of Congress, and was honora-

bly acquitted. Doctor John Morgan was born in Philadelphia in 1735. He completed his medical stud-

ies under Dr. Redman, and entered the army as surgeon and lieutenant during the French and Indian war
He went to Europe, to prosecute his studies, in 1760, where

he attended the lectui-es of the celebrated Hunter. He was
admitted to the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1764. He
returned to Philadelphia in 1765, and was elected professor

of the theory and practice of medicine in the medical school

founded by Dr. Shippen and others. He was ever active in

literary and scientific projects. He was appointed by Congress director general and physician-in-chief to

the general hospital in 1775, in place of Dr. Church, and immediately repaired to head-quarters at Cam-
bridge. He was removed from office, without just cause, in 1777.* He died October 15, 1789, aged

about fifty-four years. Dr. Benjamin Rush was his successor in the professor's chair.

* ITie following are the names of the principal officers in the medical department, appointed on the 11th of April, 1777 : Will-

iam Shippen, Jan., director general ; IFaller Ju7us, physician general of the hospital in the middle department; Benjamin Rush,

surgeon general of the hospital in the middle department; John Cochran, physician and surgeon general of the army in the

middle department; Isaac Forster, deputy director general of the hospital in the eastern department; Amini Ruhannah Cutter,

physician general of the hospital in the eastern department ; Philip Turner, surgeon general of the same ; William Burnet, phy-

sician and surgeon general of the array in the eastern department; Jonathan Potts, deputy director general of the hospital in

the northern department ; Malachi Treat, physician general of the same ; Dr. Forque, surgeon general of the same ; John Bart-

lett, physician and surgeon general of the army in the northern department.

^/
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partment, and he was dismissed by Congress, and Dr. Shippen,' of Philadelphia, January 9,

was appointed in his place, with Dr. Crailr as his assistant. i"'''-

On the 19th of February, Stirling, St. Clair, Lincoln, Mifflin, and Stephen were
^^^^

commissioned as major generals; while Arnold, on account of his conduct at Mont-

real, where he obeyed the injunction "put money in thy purse," at the expense of honor

and honesty, was overlooked. This soured him, and doubtless planted the first noxious seed

of treason in his heart. During the spring, eighteen new brigadiers' were commissioned.

Four regiments of horse were enlisted, under Colonels Bland, Baylor, Sheldon, and Moylan.

Cadwallader and Reed were both, in turn, offered the general command of the horse, but

declined. Timothy Pickering was appointed adjutant general in the place of Joseph Pi^eed,

who had resigned. Mifflin remained atthe head of the quarter-master's department, Avhich

was regulated, and more thoroughly organized by the appointment of subalterns. Congress

attempted to reorganize the commissary department, and claimed the right to make subor-

dinate appointments. So much did this new arrangement interfere Avith the efficiency of

the department, that Joseph Trumbull, Jun., commissary general, resigned. The meddling

of Congress with the smaller appointments and the minute affairs of chief officers in the

various departments of the army, was very mischievous in effect ; for the personal friends

of members of that body, often incompetent, were appointed to places requiring talent, en-

ergy, and honesty. On the whole, however, the army was upon a better footing in the

spring of 1777 than it had ever been.

I visited Princeton and the battle-grounds subsequently to my tarry at Trenton when on

my way south. It was a very cold evening in December when I arrived there December 13,

from Philadelphia, the snow about ten inches deep upon the ground. Early ^^''^•

the next morning, in company with Colonel Gumming of Princeton, who kindly offered to

accompany me, I rode first to the battle-ground and Clark's house, where General Mer-

cer died, and made the sketch on page 236. The air was very keen, and the snow half-

knee-deep, circumstances which were quite unfavorable to deliberate sketching in the open

fields. I persevered, however, and was successful in delineating such objects as I desired.

From Clark's house we crossed the fields to the Quaker meeting-house, and then rode to

the bridge at Worth's Mills, where I made the sketch on page 238. Returning to Prince-

ton on the old Trenton road, we met Mr. Worth, an aged man, and present proprietor of

1 William Shippen was a graduate of the College of New Jersey, at Princeton, in the class of 1754.

He completed his medical education at Edinburgh. He delivered the first lectures on anatomy ever pro-

nounced in America, at Philadelphia, in 1764; and on the finishing of the raeditial school in that city, he

was appointed its first professor of anatomy, in 1765. He first addressed ten students;* he lived to ad-

dress two hundred and fifty at one time.
" He was appointed director general of the medical department

on the 11th of April, 1777. He resigned his professorship in the medical college, in 1806, into the hands

of his colleague, Dr. Wistar. Dr. Shippen died at Germantown, July the 11th, 1808, aged seventy-four

years.
^ James Craik was a native of Scotland. He accompanied Wash-

ington in the expedition against the French and Indians in 1754 : and

in 1755 was with Braddock, and assisted in dressing his woimds. /f^!^ * \,-^^^'^-^̂ ^^ —^

He was director general of the hospital at the siege of Yorktown, in /

j

\m^ ^^^
1781. After the war, Washington invited him to settle near Mount

Vernon, and he was the physician of the patriot chief until his death.

He died in Fairfax county, Virginia, February 6, 1814, aged eighty-three years.

* These were Foor, of New Hampshire ;
Glover, Paterson, and Learned, of Massachusetts ;

Varniim, of

Rhode Island
;
Jedcdtah Huntinsrton, of Connecticut ; George Clinton, of New York ;

Wayne, De Hass, Cad-

wallader, Hand, and Reed, of Pennsylvania ;
Weedcn, Muhlenburg, Woodford, and Scott, of Virginia

;
Nash,

of. North Carolina ; and Conway, an Irishman by birth, but a Frenchman by education.

* Dr. .Shippen experienced a great deal of persecution when he first commenced his lectures on anatomy, a good deal of feel-

ing against him having been excited by the utterance of horrid tales respecting his dissections. The public mind was filled

with ideas such as made the burden of the Ghost's Complaint :

" The body-snatchers ! they have come Don't go to weep upon ray grave,

And made a snatch at me ;
And think that there I be ;

It's very hard them kind of men They haven't left an atom there

Won't let a body be

!

Of my anatomy !"
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Morven, Stockton's Estate. Desolated by the British. SuSerings and Death of the Owner. Annis Stockton.
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the mill, who gave me a narrative of events there, substantially as related. We stopped

at Morven, in the suburbs of Princeton. This is the homestead estate of Commodore Stock-

ton, and the residence, during the Revolution, of his paternal grandfather, Richard Stockton,

one of the signers of the Declaration j

of Independence. There, affluence and'^

taste lent its power in dispensing its

blessings to the poor, and in creating

the joys of social intercourse, before

the Revolution ; there, sufiering and

M'oe held terrible rule after CornM'allis

and his army swept over the plains of

New Jersey. Like others of the sign-

ers of the great Declaration, Mr. Stock-

ton was marked for peculiar vengeance

by the enemy. So suddenly did the

flying Americans pass by in the au-

tumn of 1776, and so soon were the

Hessian vultures and their British com-
panions on the trail, that he had barely time to remove his family to a place of safety before

his beautiful mansion was filled with rude soldiery. The house was pillaged ; the horses

and stock were driven away ; the furniture was converted into fuel ; the choice old wines

in the cellar were drank ; the valuable library and all the papers of Mr. Stockton were com-
mitted to the flames, and the estate was laid waste. The plate had been hastily buried in

the woods, in boxes. A treacherous servant revealed their place of concealmeat, and two
of the boxes were disinterred and rifled of their contents ; the other was saved.'' Mr. Stock-

ton and his family took refuge with a friend in Monmouth county. His place of conceal-

ment was discovered by a party of refugee Loyalists, who entered the house at night, drag-

ged him from his bed, and, treating him with every indignity which malice could invent,

hurried him to Amboy, and from thence to New York, where he was confined in the loath-

some provost jail. There he suffered d'readfully ; and when, through the interposition of

Congress, he was released, his constitution was hopelessly shattered, and he did not live to

see the independence of his country achieved. He died at Mnrvoi, in Princeton, in Feb-
ruary, 1781, blessed to the last with the tender and affectionate attentions of his Annis,

whom he called " the best of women. "^ Night and day she was at his bed-side, and when
his spirit was about to depart, she wrote, impromptu, several verses, of which the following

is indicative of her feelings :

" Oh, could I take the fate to him assign'd,

And leave the helples.s family their head,

How pleased, how peaceful to my lot resign'd.

I'd quit the nurse's station for the bed !"

Morven is a beautiful spot, and, hallowed by such associations, it is exceedingly attractive

to the resident and stranger.

' This sketch is from the lawn in front, which is shaded by venerable pines and other ornamental trees.

The mansion stands upon level grounds, beautifully laid out, having carriage entrances from the street.

Every thing was covered with snow when I was there, and dreariness prevailed where summer charms
delight the visitor.

* Mrs. Ellett, in an interesting biography of Annis Stockton, the wife of the signer, .says that Mrs. Field,
her daughter, now residing in Princeton, has several pieces of silver that were in this box. She also re-

lates that when Mrs. Stockton (who was quite a literary lady) heard of the destruction of the library, she
remarked that there were two books in it she would like to have saved—the Bible, and Young's Night
Thoughts. Tradition says that these two books were the only ones left. Mrs. Field has in her possession

the original portraits of her father and mother. Both were pierced with bayonets.— Women of the Revo-
lution, in., 16.

^ A biographical sketch of Mr. Stockton may be found among those of the signers of the Declaration of

Independence, printed in the Appendix. His portrait is in the frontispiece of this volume.
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Governor Belcher's Donation. Rittenhouse's Planetarium. Life of its Inventor.

Nassau Hall, the principal edifice of the College of New Jersey, is a spacious buildiii"",

one hundred and seventy-six feet long, fifty wide, and four stories high, built of stone. It

was erected in 1757. The college was commenced by Jonathan Dickinson, in Elizabeth-

town, and was first incorporated in 1756. Governor Belcher was one'of its earliest and
most efficient patrons. He made " generous donation of his library of books,' with other val-

uable ornaments," to the college ; and, upon his recommendation, Nassau Hall was so called

in memory " of the glorious King William the Third, who was a branch of the illustrious

house of Nassau." The Hall stands in the center of spacious grounds, fronting on the prin-

cipal street in Princeton. The edifice on the left of Nassau Hall, containing the college

library and the philosophic hall, was erected after a conflagration in 1802. The library

contains about eight thousand volumes, and the libraries of two societies of the institution

about four thousand more, making twelve thousand volumes. There is also a mineralogical

cabinet, a museum of natural history, and a fine collection of drawings made for the pur-

pose of elucidating lectures on asti'onomy and architecture. There is also a good collection

of philosophical apparatus there, which includes that wonderful piece of scientific mechan-

ism, the planetarium of Doctor David Rittenhouse.^ Through the politeness of Professor

MacLean, I was permitted to examine its construction, and view the wonderful precision

with which the machinery performed its difficult functions. On the front is inscribed, "In-
vented BY David Fi^iTTENHousE, A.D. 17G8 ; repaired and extended by Henry Voight,

1806 ; BOTH OF Philadelphia." Dr. Gordon, writing in 1790, says of this planetarium,

" There is not the like in Europe. An elegant and neatly-ornamented frame rises perpen-

dicular near upon eight feet, in the front of which you are presented, in three several apart-

ments, with a view of the celestial system, the motions of the planets around the sun, and

the satellites about the planets. The wheels, &c., that produce the movement are behind

the wooden perpendicular frame in which the orrery is fixed. By suitable contrivances, you

in a short time tell the eclipses of the sun and moon for ages past and ages to come ; the

like in other cases of astronomy." It is said that it was Lord Cornwallis's intention to carry

this planetarium away, and take it to England with him ; but the Americans kept him too

busily engaged in affairs of greater personal moment, while in Princeton, to permit him to

plunder the college of this great treasure. This intention on the part of an enemy was not

as reprehensible as the proposition which Silas Deane, the American commissioner, made,

who suggested the propriety of presenting it to the French government as a bonus for its

good will I

I have mentioned that the first cannon-ball which entered Nassau Hall, when Washing-
ton opened a fire upon it, passed through the portrait of George the Second, and destroyed

it. The frame was iminjured, and left suspended upon the wall. It is alleged that Wash-

' It consisted of four hundred and seventy-four volumes, many of them very rare and of great value. The
Hall being used alternately by the American and British troops during the war, a larj^e portion of the books

were purloined or destroyed. The few that remained were destroyed by tire in 1802, when the Hall was
burned, leaving nothing but the strong walls, which were not materially injured by the fire.

* David Rittenhouse was born near Germantown, Penn.sylvania, on the 8th of April, 1732. His ancestors

were from Holland. His early life was spent in agricultural pursuits, and was marked by a love of math-
ematical studies. Feeble health would not allow him to pursue the labor of a farm, and he became, by
self-instruction, a proficient clock and mathematical instrument maker. It was while working at his trade

he planned and executed his orrery, a piece of mechanism far superior, for its intended purposes, to any
thing before constructed. It was purchased by the College of New Jersey. Another was made by him,

after the same model, for the College of Ph^adelphia. He pursued his trade in that city for several years.

His first philosophical publication was an account of his calculations of the transit of Venus, as it was to

happen on the 3d of June, 1769. He observed the phenomenon, a spectacle never seen but twice before

by an inhabitant of earth, and he was .so much aflfected by its proof of the accuracy of his calculations, that

he fainted. He was engaged in government surveys, fixing territorial boundaries, &c., during the Revo-
lution, and became one of the leading practical philosophers of the day. On the death of Franklin in 1791,

he was chosen president of the Philosophical Society, which office he held by annual election until his death.

He was treasurer of Pennsylvania from 1777 to 1789. In 1792 he was appointed director of the Mint of

the United States, but his ill health compelled him to resign the office in 1795. He died on the 26th of

June, 1796, aged sixty-four years,. His birth-place is yet standing, a mile west of Germantown.
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Portraits of Washington and Mercer by Peale. Character of the College of New Jersey. White Hall.

Ington, in order to make good to the college the damage sustained by the cannonade, made

the trustees a present, from his private purse, of two hundred and fifty dollars, M'hich sum
they, expended in procuring a full-length

portrait of the commander-in-chief It

was painted by Charles Wilson Peale,

and occupies the identical frame in which

hung the king's portrait. The annexed

sketch is an outline of this interesting pic-

ture. In the back-ground is seen Nassau

Hall, and in the middle and fore-ground

a sketch of the battle of Princeton, in

which the death of Mercer is represented.

The portrait of Mercer there given was

painted from his brother, who sat for it,

and who greatly resembled him. It was

considered a good likeness by those who
knew the general. The portrait given

below I copied from Peale's picture, in

M'hich I have preserved the languid ex-

pression of a wounded man, as given him

by the artist. On the left is seen a por-

tion of the skirt of Washington's coat, and

his chapean. Many pleasing memories

crowd upon the mind of the visitor to this

ancient seat of learning, where so large a

number of the active young men of the

Revolution who lived in the Middle States

were educated. Under the guidance of

the learned and patriotic Dr. Witherspoon,

who in the pulpit, academic hall, or leg-

islative forum, was the champion of good,

it was the nursery of patriots. He was a lineal descendant of John Knox, the great En-

glish reformer, and, like that bold ancestor, he never shrunk

from the post of danger, if called to it by duty. Like Yale

under Daggett, and Harvard under Langdon, the College

of Neiv Jersey, under Witherspoon, made its influence felt in

the council and the field during the war for independence.

Of the meetings of Congress at Princeton in 1783, and

the Farewell Address of General Washington to the armies

November 2, of the United States, written at Rocky Hill, a
1783. fg^ miles distant, I shall hereafter write. Let

us now return to Trenton.

As I hoped and anticipated, the storm that came down

so furiously, on my return from M'Conkey's Feny, subsid-

ed during the night, and the

morning sun came forth, only half hidden by broken clouds.

Accompanied by Mr. Smythe, my companion on the previous

day when I visited the ferry, I went out early to view and

sketch localities of interest about Trenton, all of which are

given in preceding pages, except " White Hall," a large stone

building, standing on the south side of Front Street. This

was used for barracks by the Hessians during their occupancy

of Trenton in 1776.

Peale's Washington.

General Mebcek.

' White IIall.'



OF THE REVOLUTION. 245

The Floral Arch in Honor of Washington. His triumphal Journey. His Reception by the Ladies at Trenton.

I called upon Stacey G. Potts, Esq., who kindly permitted me to copy a picture in his

possession, painted by G. W. Flagg, and illustrating the interesting scene of the capture of

Emily Gieger, an incident of one of .Greene's Southern campaigns. The picture and nar-

rative will be found in another part of this work. Mr. Potts informed me that the floral

arch erected in honor of Washington, while on his way from Mount Vernon to New York

city to take the oath of office as President of the United States, was erected upon the bridge

over the Assanpink, close by the " Stacey Mill," seen in the picture on page 233. The

arch was preserved on the premises of the Misses Barnes, near the Episcopal church in

Warren Street, until 1824, when it was placed in front of the State House to grace the re-

ception of La Fayette. Remains of the arch, when I visited Trenton, were in the posses-

sion of Dr. Francis Ewing of that city, and supported the branches of a venerable rose-bush

in his garden. With a notice of the events connected with that arch we will close the his-

toric volume and bid adieu to Trenton.

The journey of Washington from Mount Vernon to New York was like a triumphal

march. He had hardly left his porter's lodge, when he was met by a company of gentle-

men from Alexandria, who escorted him to that town. Every where the people gathered

to see him as he passed along the road, and every town sent out its first citizens to meet

him on his approach. Entertainments were given in his honor, and public addresses were

received by him and answers returned. Militia companies escorted him from place to place,

and his approach to the principal cities was announced by the firing of cannon and the ring-

ino- of bells. At Trenton, his reception was of a peculiar nature, full of pure sentiment and

the most loyal patriotism. There, a little more than twelve years before, one of his most

brilliant military feats was achieved, and it was a fitting place for an unusual display of

respect and reverence. The ladies took the matter in hand, and upon Trenton Bridge they

caused to be erected an arch, which they adorned with laurel leaves and flowers from the

forests and their hot-houses, and the first spring contributions from their gardens. Upon

the crown of the arch, in large letters, formed of leaves and flowers, were the words " De-

cember. 26th, 1776 ;" and on the sweep beneath was the sentence, also formed of flowers,

" The Defender of the Mothers will be the Protector of the Daughters." Be-

neath this arch the president elect was obliged to pass on entering Trenton. There he was

met by a troop of females. On one side a row of little girls, dressed in white, and each bear-

ing a basket of flowers, were arranged ; on the other side stood a row of young ladies sim-

ilarly arrayed, and behind them were the married ladies. The moment Washington and

his suite approached the arch, the little girls began to strew flowers in the road, and the

whole company of the fair sang the following ode, written for the occasion by Governor

Howell:'
" Welcome, mighty chief, once more

Welcome to this grateful shore.

Now no mercenary foe

Aims again the fatal blow

—

Aims at thee the fatal blow

' "Virgins fair and matrons grave,

Those thy conquering arm did save,

Build for thee triumphal bowers.

Strew, ye fair, his way with flowers

—

Strew your hero's way with flowers !"

After passing the arch, the general turned his horse's head toward the choir, and listened

to this tribute of sweet voices with much emotion. After receiving the salutations of the

citizens, Washington handed to the Pveverend J. F. Armstrong a note acknowledging his

1 Governor Richard Howell was a native of Delaware. He commanded a New Jersey regiment from

1776 to 1779, when, in consequence of a new arrangement of the army, he resumed the profession of the

law. In 1788 he was appointed clerk of the Supreme Court of New Jersey, which office he held until June,

1793, when he was chosen governor of the state. To this office he was elected eight years successively.

He died. April 28th, 1802, aged forty-seven years.
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obligations to the ladies of Trenton.^ The whole scene was one of exceeding interest. A
hundred-fold more glorious was that arch, erected by such hands, to greet the presence of

such a hero-, than the gorgeous triumphal arches under which passed the blood-stained Ro-

man conquerors, with their pageants of misery, and the rich spoils of desolated kingdoms.

It was the tribute of the pure in heart to the truly great

—

" Great, not like Caesar, stain'd with blood,

But only great as he was good."

' The following is a copy of the note :

" General Washington can not leave this place without expressing his acknowledgments to the matrons

and young ladies who received him in so novel and grateful a manner at the triumphal arch in Trenton,

and for the exquisite sensation he experienced in that affecting moment. The astonishing contrast between

his former and actual situation at the same spot, the elegant taste with which it was adorned for the pres-

ent occasion, and the innocent appearance of the white-robed choir who met him with the congratulatory

sono-, has made such an impression upon his remembrance as, he assures them, will never be effaced.
°

Trenton, April 21, 1789."

This note was read to the ladies, who were called together at the house of Judge Smith, and then depos-

ited in the hands of that gentleman's wife. It passed into the hands of Miss Lydia Imlay, his adopted

daughter, who preserved it with great care until just before her death, when she gave it to the late Chief-

justice Ewing. It was placed in a handsome frame, and is now a precious relic in possession of his family-

The grave of Mr. Armstrong is in the old burial-ground of the Presbyterian church at Trenton. Upon

his plain monument is the following inscription :

" Sacred to the memory of the Rev. James Francis Armstrong, thirty years a pastor of the church at

Trenton^ in union with the church at Maidenhead. Born in Maryland, of pious parents, he received the

elements of his classical education under the Rev. John Blair., finished his collegiate studies in the College

of New Jersey, under the Rev. Dr. Withcrspoon, and was licensed to preach the Gospel in the year 1777.

An ardent patriot, he served through the War of Independence as chaplain. In 1790 he was chosen a

trustee of the College of New Jersey. A warm and constant friend, a devout Christian, a tender husband

and parent, steady in his attentions on the judicatories of the Church, throughout life he was distinguished

as a fervent and affectionate minister of the Gospel, and resigned his soul to his Creator and Redeemer on

the 19th of January, 1816. 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.' Amen! Even so come, Lord

Jesus."
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CHAPTER X.

'•Th' autumnal glories all have pass'd away

!

The forest leaves no more in hectic red

Give glowing tokens of their brief decay,

But scatter'd lie, or rustle to the tread,

Like whisper'd warnings from the moldering dead.

The naked trees stretch out their arms all day.

And each baid hill-top lifts its reverend head

As if for some new covering to pray."

Mrs. E. C. Kinney.

HE sun was shining in its noontide glory when 1 crossed the great

Trenton Bridge over the Delaware to Morrisville, and reined my horse

to the right into the Falsington road, for Philadelphia, twenty-eight

miles distant. Unlike a summer rain, the storm developed no new
beauties in the fields and orchards, but " a mantle dim" continued to

overspread the landscape, and a cold north wind was heralding the

approach of winter. I was now in the fertile region of " old Bucks'"

in Pennsylvania, and with a loose rein traversed the gentle undulating

country over which the Continental battalions often marched and coun-

termarched. It was the anniversary of the evacuation of New York

by the British—the departure of the last hostile foot from November 25,

our free shores. The mind, laden with the associations
^~^'•

of the place and hour, its soul-stirring thoughts kept me such enter-

taining company, that the sun went down, and I entered the suburban

district of Kensington, in the " Northern Liberties" of Philadelphia,

before I was fairly conscious that a dozen miles had been traveled. It was but little more

than four hours' journey with my strong and vigorous horse.

After leaving Falsington, the traveler obtains frequent glimpses of the Delaware and its

white sails, on the left. The several small villages on the way (Falsington, Hulmeville,

and Frankford being the largest) bear marks, in their dwellings, of considerable antiquity,

if that word may properly be applied to American edifices. Many of them are small, steep-

roofed stone houses, with little windows and wide doors, built before the war of the Pvevo-

lution broke out, and presenting a great contrast with the New England villages, which

seem as if just finished, with the white paint scarcely dry. It was almost sunset Avhen I

arrived at Frankford, quite a large town upon the Tacony Creek, five miles northeast of

1 Tradition currently reports that the renowned Indian chief Tamcne, or St. Tammany, was buried near

a spring about three and a half miles west of Doylestown, in this county. He was an unequaled chief

amono- the Delawares. Heckewelder saj^s that when Colonel George Morgan, of Princeton, visited the

Western Indians, by order of Congress, in 1776, he was so beloved for his goodness, that the Delawares

conferred upon him the name of their venerated chief. Morgan brought back to the whites such glowing

accounts of the qualities of that ancient chief, that in the Revolutionary war he was dubbed a saint, and his

name was placed on some calendars. He wa-s called by politicians, St. Tammany, and established as the

patron saint of republican America. Tammany societies were organized, and Tammany halls dedicated,

and on the 1st of May (the festival of the saint), meetings of the societies were held. " On that day," says

Heckewelder, '" numerous societies of his votaries walked together in procession through the streets of Phil-

adelphia, their hats decorated with bucks' tails, and proceeded to a handsome rural place out of town, which

they called the viigwam, where, after a long talk, or Indian speech, had been delivered, and the calumet of

peace and friendship had been duly smoked, they spent the day in festivity and mirth." The Tammany
Society of New York is yet in existence. Its meetings are held regularly at Tammany Hall, on the east

side of the City Hall Park.
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Philadelphia. Hei'e the Americans kept quite a strong picket, during the occupation of

Philadelphia by the British in 1777—8, after the battles of Brandywine and Germantown.
Near here was stationed the fine corps of light infantry guards under Colonel Twistleton

(afterward Lord Say and Sele) ; and here, also, the active partisan corps called the Queen's

Rangers, under Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe (afterward Governor of Canada), was recruited,

and disciplined by actual service.

In November, 1777, the Pi.angers, in concert with Major Gwyn, attempted to surprise

the American post at Frankford. They approached the town cautiously, and rushing in, ex-

pected to secure prisoners and booty ; but the patriots had temporarily withdrawn. Some
days afterward, another attempt to take the post was made. An American officer and

twenty men were made prisoners. They were raw and undisciplined militia. Each man
had the countersign, Richmond, written with chalk in his hat that he might not forget it.

Soon after capturing these men, a patrol of cavalry, under Major Gwyn, which had pursued

a party toward Bristol, came retreating in great confusion. They had been attacked, both

in front and rear, by a troop of horsemen under Count Pulaski. Thoroughly alarmed, the

whole British force at Frankford crossed the Tacony, and returned in haste to Philadelphia.

Parties of the Queen's Rangers were almost every day at Frankford, where the Amer-
icans did not keep a fixed post. Simcoe had trained his men to quick and energetic move-

ments with the bayonet, and his standing order was, " Take as many prisoners as possible,

but never destroy life unless absolutely necessary." On one occasion, a patroling party of

the Rangers approached Frankford undiscovered by an American sentinel at the bridge.

They were so near that they might easily have killed the guard, but a boy was sent to

warn him to run for his life. He did so, and no more sentinels were posted there afterward
;

" a matter of some consequence," says Simcoe, " to the poor people of Philadelphia, as they

were not prevented from getting their flour ground at Frankford Mills."'

Passing through a portion of the Kensington suburb of Philadelphia, its mud and wretch-

edness, its barking dogs and squalling babies, where society seems in a transition state from

filth to cleanliness, and consequently from vice to godliness, I wheeled down Second Street,

amid its glowing shops, and reined up at Congress Hall, just as the last hue of daylight

faded away. It was Saturday night, a season as welcome to the traveler as a " cross day"

in the calendar to the faithful. I was in Philadelphia'; the city of brotherly love ; the quiet

Sabbath near; a glorious harvest of Revolutionary reminiscences spread out around me, in-

viting the pen-sickle to reap for my garner ; and the broad and sunny South, its chivalry

and its patriotism, beckoning me onward. Busy thought kept sleep at bay until midnight.

The Sabbath morning dawned brilliant and frosty. As I went up to worship in the ven-

erable Christ Church, around which cluster so many interesting associations of the past, I

felt that it was a two-fold sanctuary—a sanctuary of religion and of patriotism. The ex-

terior is the same as it was when the later colonial governors and officers of state—when
Washington and Franklin—when Congress and the officers of the Continental army went
there to worship ; but the interior has been greatly changed by that iconoclast, improve-

ment—that breaker of the images which patriotism delights to worship I One yestige of

the olden time remains untouched—the pulpit somiding-board, the indispensable canopy of

the old pastors.

" That sounding-board, to me it seem'd
A cherub poised on high

—

A mystery I ahnost deem'd
Quite hid from vulgar eye

And that old pastor, rapt in prayer,

Look'd doubly awful 'neath it there."—E. Oakes Smith.

^ Simcoe's Military Journal, page 28. At that time the Philadelphians were dependent chiefly upon the

Frankford Mills for their flour. It was with the pretense of going thither for flour, that Lydia Darrah left

Philadelphia and hastened to the American camp at Whiteniarsh, apprised Washington of an intended at-

tack upon him, and, by her patriotic vigilance, doubtless saved the American arm}', under the commander-
in-chief, from destruction or captivity. This circumstance is noted on pages 301—302.
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Within its wall-inclosed grave-yard in the rear is the dust of many of the early and dis-

tinguished citizens of Philadelphia, the most renowned of whom
was Dr. Benjamin Franklin. His grave is beside that of his

wife, and daughter (Mrs. Bache), in the northwest corner of the

yard. " I wish," he said in his will, " to be buried by the side

of my wife, if it may be, and that a marble stone be made by

Chambers, six feet long, four feet wide, plain, with only a small

molding round the upper edge, and this inscription :

" Benjamin )

and > Franklin.

Deborah
)

178-."

His wishes were complied with. The date on the stone is 1790.'

In the same inclosure General Mercer, who was killed at Prince-

ton, was first buried ; also Major-general

Charles Lee, whose aversion to burial with

Dissenters has been noticed. Standing amid

its graves, and overshadowed by the venera-

ble church, the American feels that he is

upon consecrated ground indeed—consecrated

by something holier than the voice of man
setting it apart as a resting-place for the dead.

Here, wide open, is a broad page of our

national history ; let us sit down this still

Sabbath afternoon and peruse a portion of it

preparatory to a ramble on the morrow.

Christ Church.*

On the beautiful banks of the Delaware'^

—the Indian's Mack-er-isk-iskan—dwelt for

ages the powerful tribes of the Lenni Lena-

PES^—the Original People. They claimed

the broad land firom the Hudson to the Poto-

' As early as 1727, when Franklin was only twenty-two years of age. he wrote the following epitaph

for himself:

The Body
of

Benjamin Franklin,

Printer,

Like the cover of an old Book.

Its contents torn out

(And stripped of its lettering and gilding),

Lies here, food for worms.

But the work shall not be lost,

For it will (as he believed) appear once more

In a new and more elegant edition,

Revised and corrected

by
The Author.

This epitaph was first printed in a Boston newspaper (the 'New England Courant), established and printed

by Dr. Franklin.
^ This name was given to the bay and river in honor of Lord De la Ware, who was Governor of Vir-

ginia in 1611.
^ This has been sometimes used as a generic term, and applied to all the tribes of the Algonquin family.

* This view is from Second Street, looking northwest. It was built at various periods. The first (west-

ern) end was erected in 1727 ; the eastern or front portion was raised in 1731 ;
and a small steeple was

reared in 1753-4. A small church edifice was built upon its site in 1695, and the later edifice was raised

around the old one while worship continued in it. The bell of the old church was hung in the crotch of

II. R
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mac as their grand council-house. While they called themselves the original people, they

repeated the tradition that at some remote age their ancestors came from beyond the Mis-

sissippi, conquering, on their way, the more civilized nations, whose monuments are so pro-

fusely scattered over the rich valleys westward of the Alleghany Mountains. They were

divided into three principal tribes, the Turtle, the Turkey, and the Wolf. The two former

occupied the northern portions of New Jersey north of the P».aritan, extending from the Hud-

son across the Delaware into Pennsylvania, and are known to the whites as the Mmsi di-

vision ; the latter, known as the Delaivares, inhabited the southern portions of New Jersey

and the entire valley of the Schuylkill.* Their settlement extended up the Susquehanna

and Delaware Pv-ivers, and they had a local council-fire at the Minisink flats, above the Del-

aware Water-gap. When these tribes first became known to the English, they were trib-

utary to the Five Nations of New York, who applied to them the scornful epithet of" wom-

en." They were forbidden to sell lands or make war without the consent of their conquer-

ors, and were reduced to absolute vassalage. In the course of time, however, the
160O.

j)e|^.^^,ares were enabled to throw off the yoke of the conquerors. At Tioga, in 1756,

the great Teedyuscung extorted from the chiefs of the Six Nations an acknowledgment of

the independence of his people.

When the whites first visited the Delaware with a view to settlement, the Lenni Lena-

pes, broken into many small tribes, were scattered along the shores of the river on either

side.'' They received the whites with open-handed hospitality. " In liberality they excel,"

wrote William Penn. " Nothing is too good for their friend. Give them a fine gun, coat,

or other thing, it may pass twenty hands before it sticks. Light of heart, strong afiections,

but soon spent. The most merry creatures that live ; feast and dance perpetually. They

never have much, nor want much. Wealth circulates like the blood—all parts partake
;

and, though none shall want what another hath, yet exact observers of property." Penn

drew a charming picture of their hospitality, their liberal distribution of presents when re-

ceived, and the imiversal happiness that prevailed among them ; and then, with the hand of

a tree near by. The new church was famished with an organ in 1729. The design of the church was

made by Dr. John Kearsley. an eminent phj-sician of Philadelphia. In 1752-3 it was proposed to build

a fine steeple upon the church, and, in order to raise funds for the purpose, a lottery was established
—

" a

scheme to raise c£l012 10s. to finish the steeple to Christ Church, and to purchase a ring of bells, and a

clock." The " Philadelphian Steeple Lottery" was successful, and the structure, as it now appears, was

'finished in 17.54. A chime of bells, weighing eight thousand pound.';, was purchased in England, at a cost

of S4500. These bells were taken down from the steeple by the commissary general, on the approach of

the British to Philadelphia in 1777, and conveyed to Trenton for safety. They were returned, and hung

again after the enemy evacuated the city. Watson, in his Annals of Philndclphia, says that these bells

were first tolled on the occasion of the funeral of Governor Anthony Palmer's wife, the mother of twenty-

fine children, all of whom died of consumption. On the top of the steeple is a miter, bearing the following

inscription :
" The Right Reverend William White, D.D., consecrated Bishop of the Episcopal Church of

Pennsylvania, February 4th. 1787." The miter is four feet in circumference at the bottom, and has thirteen

holes in it, indicative of the number of the original states. Bishop White was one of the first chaplains of

the Continental Consress, and the first bishop of Pennsylvania. It is related that when he was a boy, living

next door to a Quaker family in Market Street, he used to play with their little daughter. She often said,

when she grew up, that Billy White was born for a bishop, for she never could persuade him to play any

thing but church. He would tie her apron around his neck for a gown, and stand behind a chair for a pul-

pit, while she, seated before him on a low bench, was to be the congregation.

1 The two most noted chiefs of the Delawares at the time of our Revolution, was Captain Whitk Eyks

and Captain Pipe. The former became chief sachem in 1776, and espoused the patriot cause. He was

a firm friend to the missionaries, and earnestly desired the conversion of his people to Christianity, and the

enjoyment of the accompanying blessinijs of civilization. He died of the small-pox, at Philadelphia, in 1780.

Captain Pipe secretly favored the British at the opening of the Revolution, but the vicrilant White Eves

frustrated all his plans for a while. The Delawares at length became divided, and most of them, under

Captain Pipe, joined the British. We have met these chiefs once before (page 264, vol. i.), and shall meet

them again when we consider the Indian war of the Revolution bej'ond the Alleghanies.

"^ The Jssanpink Indians were at the Falls of the Delaware (Trenton)
;
the Rankokus and Jndastakas

at Christina Creek, near Wilmington ; the Nisliaminies near Bristol ; the Shackama.vons about Kensington
;

the Manias, or Frogs, near Burlington ; the Minseys, or Minisinks, at the Forks of the Delaware :
and three

or four other tribes were in New Jersey, Maryland, and Virginia. A few Mingoes were among these.
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truth, holds up this record of the curse which boasted civilization carries with it as contin-

ually as its own shadow :
" Since the Europeans came into these parts, they are grown

great lovers of strong liquors, rum especially, and for it exchange the richest of their skins

and furs. If they are heated with liquors, they are restless till they have enough to sleep
;

that is their cry, ' Some more, and I ivill go to sleep ;' but, when drunk, one of the most

wretched spectacles in the world."

In 1609, Captain Henry Hudson, then in the service of the Dutch East India Company,

touched near Cape May, at the mouth of Delaware Bay, but, finding shoal water, put to

sea, and soon afterward sailed through the Narrows into New York Bay. The Dutch es-

tablished a trading-post on Manhattan Island, now New York. The establishment increased,

and in 1621 the Dutch West India Company was formed. In 1623, this company took

formal possession of the country discovered by Hudson, including the Delaware, or South

River, as they called it, in contradistinction to the North River, now the Hudson. The

foundation of New Amsterdam was laid, and Captain Jacobus May was sent to take pos-

session and colonize in the most southern part of New Jersey. He gave Cape May the

name it still bears. Near where Gloucester, in New Jersey, now stands, he built Fort

Nassau. This was the first white settlement on the shores of the Delaware, but it was not

permanent. In 1631, Captain David Pieterson de Vries entered the Delaware River with

two ships and about thirty colonists. He was associated with Godyn, Bloemart, and Van

Rensselaer, wealthy Dutch j)atroons' in establishing a permanent settlement on the Dela-

ware for the purpose of cultivating tobacco and grain, and prosecuting the whale and seal

fishing. He built Fort Oplandt, near Lewiston, Delaware. De Vries returned to Holland,

and when he came back, in 1632, his colony was destroyed. The arms of Holland, em-

blazoned on a piece of tin, had been raised upon a pole. An Indian stole the metal to make

a tobacco-box of it. Osset, the commander, quarreled with the Indians, and the latter fell

upon the colonists, while at work in the fields, and butchered every one of them. De Vries

made peace with the tribe, but, finding Fort Nassau deserted, and the whole settlement a

desolation, he left the bay forever ; for, before the Dutch could re-establish their power, the

patent granted to Lord Baltimore, proprietor of Maryland, gave them an English com-
^^^^

petitor for the lower portions of the territory on the west side of the Delaware.

The discoveries of the Dutch in the New World soon attracted the attention of the en-

lightened Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden. He conceived a scheme for planting a

Swedish colony in America, an idea suggested and heartily seconded by William Usselinx,

a wealthy and enterprising Netherlander. A commercial company was formed ;
the stock

was open to all Europe, and Gustavus pledged four hundred thousand dollars to the enter-

prise. Slavery was repudiated as a disadvantage to the proposed colony. " Slaves," they

said, " cost a great deal, labor with reluctance, and soon perish from hard usage. The

Swedish nation is laborious and intelligent, and surely we shall gain more by a free people

with wives and children." America seemed to them a paradise, and Gustavus suggested

that the proposed colony might prove an advantage to all oppressed and persecuted Chris-

tians. At that moment Germany, and indeed Protestant Christendom, was menaced with

a total subversion of the principles of the Reformation ; and against the increasing power of

the pope a power composed of religious influence and imperial soldiers—Gustavus took the

field. All other considerations were, for the moment, absorbed by this one movement
;
and

yet the idea of planting a free colony in the New World held a conspicuous place in the

mind of the Swedish monarch. At Nuremberg, only a few days before the battle of Lvit-

zen, where he lost his life, he recommended the great scheme, " the jewel of his kingdom,"

to the Germans. His views were warmly seconded by Oxenstiern, the eminent statesman,

who controlled the political affairs of Sweden during the minority of Queen Christina.

In 1638, a colony of Swedes from Gottenburg, under the command of Peter Minuits, a

former governor of New Amsterdam, arrived in the Delaware, and landed at Cape Henlo-

See page 391, vol. i.
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pen. Charmed with the beauty of the place, they called it Paradise. They approached

the Indians with kindness, and purchased from them their lands upon the Delaware from

Cape Henlopen to the falls at Trenton, and named the region New Sweden. They built

a church and fort on the Minquaas, or Mingoes (now Christiana) Creek, where Wilming-

ton now stands, and there laid out a town. The Dutch claimed a title to all this region

by virtue of prior discovery and settlement, and Governor Keift protested against this in-

trusion. Other emigrants came ; some from Maryland, who settled near the Schuylkill,

and others from New Haven, who established themselves on the Jersey shore. These Keift

promptly expelled, but did not disturb the Swedes.

John Printz succeeded Minuits as governor in 1643. With him came John Campanius,

from Stockholm, as chaplain for the colony. They came in the ship Fame, accompanied by

two war vessels, the Swan and the Cliantas. Governor Printz selected Tinicum Island,'

at the mouth of Darby Creek, for a residence. There he built a strong fort of hemlock logs,

and a church, and beautified the neighborhood with orchards and pleasure-grounds. Quite

a village of fine houses, for the times, sprung up, and New Gottenburg, as it was called,

was for some years the metropolis of New Sweden. Emigrants continued to arrive in con-

siderable numbers from Old Sweden, and they scattered neat dwellings and cultivated acres

all along the Delaware, from the present Wilmington to Philadelphia.

In 1651, the Dutch determined to maintain their power on the Delaware, and erected

Fort Kasimer, on the south of Minquaas Creek, now the site of New Castle, in Delaware.

Printz protested, and also built Fort Elsinberg on the Jersey shore, near the mouth of Salem

Creek. The garrison was soon put to flight by a foe more numerous and annoying than

Indians or Dutch, and the place was significantly named Mosquitoesburg.

John Claudius Rising, or Risingh, succeeded Printz in 1652. Risingh was more bellig-

erent than his predecessor, and captured Fort Kasimer, either by storm or stratagem, in

1654, hoisted the Swedish flag over it, and called it Fort Trinity. Sven Schute, a bold

Swedish warrior, was appointed to the command of its garrison. This act excited the ire

of the Dutch at New Amsterdam, and in 1655 Governor Stuyvesant, with seven ships, and

six or seven hundred men, went up the Delaware, took all the Swedish forts, and desolated

New Gottenburg, on Tinicum Island. The Swedes obtained honorable terms of capitula-

tion, and the settlers prospered under the Dutch rule. The Indians remained the firm

friends of the Swedes ; and when the Dutch attempted to prevent a Swedish ship with em-

igrants from passing up the Delaware in 1656, the natives interfered, and the Mercurius

sailed up unmolested. The Dutch and Swedes continued to occupy the Delaware in com-

mon for nine years, the former possessing the political authority. In 1664, Charles the

Second, of England, having granted a charter to his brother James, the Duke of York, for the

whole of the New Netherlands, including the Dutch and Swedish settlements on the Dela-

ware, the English conquered the whole country, and changed the name of New Amsterdam
to New York. Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret obtained a grant of the province of

New Jersey from the Duke of York in 1665. The latter was appointed governor, and

Bergen and other portions of East Jersey began to be settled. That province was divided

into East and West Jersey in 1676. "Lord Berkeley transferred his half of West Jersey, in

1677, to John Fenwick, in trust for Edward Billinge, both of them Quakers. Becoming
embarrassed, Billinge transferred his interest to trustees, for the benefit of his creditors.

William Penn was one of those trustees, and thus he became interested in the settlements

in the New World. Between 1676 and 1680, the eastern shore of the Delaware, from

Burlington to Salem, became quite populous with Quakers, who came chiefly from York-

shire in England.

Admiral Sir William Penn, the father of the founder of Pennsylvania, left, at his death,

claims to a considerable amount against the crown, for his services. His son, with the two-

' This is the island upon which the lazaretto now stands, and is not the low, sandy island in the middle

of the Delaware above.
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fold motive of settling these claims and providing an asylum for his persecuted Quaker breth-

ren, applied to King Charles the Second for a grant of land in the New World. He was

successful, and on the 4th of March, 1681,

a charter was granted. The assent of the

Duke of York on the north, and of Lord

Baltimore on the south, was obtained to the

provisions of the charter, and a province on

the west side of the Delaware, three de-

grees of latitude in breadth by five degrees

of longitude in length, was named by the

king's proclamation, as well as
April, 1681. • T 1 . T.

in the charter, Pennsylvania, in

honor of the illustrious Admiral Penn. The

proprietor immediately published " certain

conditions or concessions" to adventurers
;

and an association, composed principally of

Quakers, was formed at London and Bris-

tol, called " The Free Society of Traders,"

who emigrated to America to purchase

lands in the new province. William Mark-

ham, a kinsman of Penn's, had been sent

forward as his deputy to take possession of

the country and prepare for the colonists.

On the 30th of August, 1682, Penn, and quite a large number of emigrants, chiefly

Quakers, sailed in the Welcome, from England. They arrived at New Castle on the 7th

of October. The settlers of every kind received the new proprietor with great joy, for the

fame of his noble and excellent character had preceded him. At Upland (now Chester) he

convened an assembly, where he made known his plans and benevolent designs. His words

were heard with delight, and the people flocked around him with the affectionate feelings

of children. The Swedes said, "It was the best day they ever saw." At this assembly

an Act of Union was adopted, conformable to a deed which he had obtained, by M'hich the

" three lower counties," Essex, Kent, and Sussex (now the State of Delaware), were annexed

to Pennsylvania. A few days afterward, Penn proceeded to Shackamaxon (now Kensing-

ton, in Philadelphia), where he entered into a treaty with the Indians, and established with

them an everlasting covenant of peace and friendship. This was the memorable treaty held

William Penn.i

From an English Print.

' William Penn was born in London, October 14th, 1644, and in his fifteenth year entered, as a gentle-

man commoner, a college in Oxford. Brilliant talents and unaffected goodness characterized his early

youth. While at Oxford, he heard an itinerant Quaker preach, and was so impressed with the doctrines

which he taught, that he joined, with other students similarly impressed, in withdrawing from the established

worship and holding meetings by themselves. He was fined for non-conformity and expelled from college

when he was sixteen years of age. Parental discipline attempted to reclaim him, but in vain. He was

sent to France, where he passed two years, and became a very polished young gentleman. He studied law

in Lincoln's Inn until the breaking out of the plague in London in 1665. He was sent to Ireland in 1666,

to manage an estate for his father, but, associating with Quakers there, he was recalled. He could not be

persuade"d to take off his hat in the presence of his father or the king, and for this inflexibility he was ex-

pelled from his father's house. He became an itinerant Quaker preacher, and made many proselytes. He

suffered much " for conscience' sake," sometimes by revilings, sometimes by imprisonments. He wrote

much, and preached with daily increasing fervor. In 1668 he wrote his No Cross, no Croum ; and in 1670

he was tried at the Old Bailey, but acqiiitted by the jury. His father died soon afterward, leaving him a

very large estate, but he continued to travel, preach, and write as usual. Having obtained a charter for

a province in America, and settled his government on a sure basis, he formed a plan for a capital city, and

named it Philadelphia

—

brotherly love. Two years after it was founded it contained two thousand inhabit-

ants. On returning to England in 1684, he obtained the release of thirteen hundred Quakers then in prison.

He resided mostly in Entrland, but visited his colony occasionally. He was seized with a paralytic disorder

in 1712, which terminated his life on the 30th of July, 1718, at the age of seventy-three. His posterity

held his possessions till the Revolution. His last surviving son, Thomas Penn, died in 1775.
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beneath the wide-spread branches of a huge elm. "Under the shelter of the forest, now

leafless by the frosts of autumn," says Bancroft, " Penn proclaimed to the men of the Al-

^r-

L ^M PENN

AND THL

INDIAN NATION

irs2

Treaty Monument.'

gonquin race, from both banks of the Delaware

—

from the border of the Schuylkill, and, it may have

been, from the Susquehanna—the same simple mes-

sage of peace and love which George Fox had pro-

fessed before Cromwell, and Mary Fisher had borne

to the Grand Turk. The English and the Indian

should respect the same moral law, should be alike

secure in their pursuits and their possessions, and

adjust every difference by a peaceful tribunal, com-

posed of an equal number of men from each race."

"We meet," said Penn, " on the broad pathway of

good faith and good will ; no advantage shall be

taken on either side, but all shall be openness and

love. I will not call you children, for parents

sometimes chide their children too severely ; nor

brothers only ; for brothers differ. The friendship

between me and you I will not compare to a chain

;

for that the rains might rust, or the falling tree might break. We are the same as if one

man's body were to be divided into two parts ; we are all one flesh and blood."

"
' Thou'lt find.' said the Quaker, ' in me and mine,

But friends and brothers to thee and to thine,

Who abuse no power and admit no line

'Twixt the red men and the white.'

And bright was the spot where the Quaker came
To leave his hat, his drab, and his name,

That will sweetly sound tVom the trump of Fame
Till its final blast shall die.

The city he rear'd from the sylvan shade,

His beautiful monument now is made

;

And long have the rivers their pride display'd

In the scenes that are rolling by."

Hannah F. Gould.

The children of the forest were touched by the sacred doctrine which the " Quaker king"

avowed. They received the presents of Penn in sincerity, and in hearty friendship they

gave the belt of wampum. " ' We will live,' said they, ' in love with William Penn and

his children as long as the moon and the sun shall endure.'
"

Thus was established the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, its foundations laid deep and

broad upon the sacred rules of truth and justice, the cardinal principles of the Quakers, who

formed the prime element of the new state. That sect stood out in bold relief as exemplars

of moral purity in an age and among a people eminently licentious. The court, the fount-

ain-head of example, was wholly impure in morals, skeptical in religion, and unscrupulous

in politics. Unlike the other Puritan sects, which gave royalty so much trouble, the Quak-

ers taught morality more by example than by precept
;
yet they were ever bold in the

' This monument stands near the intersection of Hanover and Beach Streets, Kensington, on the spot

where the celebrated Treaty Tree stood. The tree was blown down in 1810, when it was ascertained to

be 283 years old. When the British were in possession of Philadelphia, during the winter of 1778, their

foraging parties were out in every direction for fuel. To protect this tree from the ax, Colonel Simcoe, of

the Queen's Rangers, placed a sentinel under it. Of its remains, many chairs, vases, work-stands, and other

articles have been made. The commemorative monument was erected by the Penn Society. Upon it are.

the following inscriptions :

North side.—"Treaty ground of William Penn and the Indian nation, 1682. Unbroken Faith."

South side.—"William Penn, born 1644. Died, 1718."

West side.—" Placed by the Penn Society, A.D. 1827, to mark the site of the great Elm Tree."

East side.—"Pennsylvania founded, 1681, by deeds of Peace."
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avowal of their principles. Their benevolence was as extensive as the round world ;
their

plans designed no less than the establishment of universal religion. No station was too ex-

alted for their faithfulness to reach. George Fox spoke boldly, face to face, to the king, as

did Paul before Agrippa ; and he did not fail to catechise, by letter, even Pope Innocent

XI. No station was too low for their paternal care, and no instrument too humble to be

made useful as a preacher of righteousness. " Plowmen and milk-maids, becoming itiner-

ant preachers, sounded the alarm throughout the world, and appealed to the consciences

of Puritans and Cavaliers, of the pope and the Grand Turk, of the negro and the savage.

Their apostles made their way to Rome and Jerusalem, to New England and Egypt ; and

some were even moved to go toward China and Japan in search of the unknown realms of

Prester John.'" Democracy, in its largest sense, was their political creed. " We lay a

foundation," said Penn, " for after ages to understand their liberty as Christians and as men,

that they may not be brought into bondage but by their own consent ; Foii we put the

POWER IN THE PEOPLE." With such vicws he framed his government ; with the simplicity

of honest truth and love he made the treaty with the Indians. This treaty was not con-

firmed by oath, nor ratified by signatures and seals ; no written records were made, " and

its terms and conditions had no abiding monuments but on the heart. There they were

written like the laws of God, and were never forgotten."^ Kindness was more powerful in

subduing than the sword, and justice had greater weight with the Indian warrior than gun-

powder. " New England had just terminated a disastrous war of extermination ;
the Dutch

were scarcely ever at peace with the Algonquins ; the laws of Maryland refer to Indian

hostilities and massacres which extended as far as Richmond. Penn came without arms
;

he declared his purpose to abstain from violence ; he had no message but peace ;
and not a

drop of Quaker blood was ever shed by an Indian."' They themselves were conscious of

the power of rectitude. " We have done better," they said, in the Planter s Speech, in

1684, "than if, with the proud Spaniards, we had gained the mines of Potosi. We may

make the ambitious heroes whom the world admires blush for their shameful victories. To

the poor dark souls round about us we teach theip. rights as men."

Near the close of 1682 Penn purchased lands lying between the Delaware and the Schuyl-

kill, at their confluence, for the purpose of founding a capital city. Already the Swedes had

built a church there ;^ and the situation was "not surpassed," in the estimation of Penn,

" by one among all the many places he had seen in the world." With great joy and brill-

iant hopes they marked the boundaries of streets on the trunks of the chestnut, maple, ash,

and walnut trees of the original forest, and gave them names derived from these natural

landmarks. They called the city Philadelphia

—

brotherly love—and with unexampled ra-

pidity the forest disappeared, and pleasant houses uprose upon the " virgin Elysian shore."

In March, 1683, the second Assembly of the province convened in the infant city, and,

at the suggestion of Penn, the original " form of government" was so amended, that the

" charter of liberties" signed by him at that time rendered the government of Pennsylvania,.

Au-^ust ali but in name, a representative democracy. Penn soon afterward returned to En-
1684.' gland, having first appointed five commissioners, with Thomas Loyd as president,,

to administer his government during his absence. Every thing went on prosperously, and

nothino- occurred to disturb the quiet of the new state until 1691, when the "three lower

I Bancroft, ii., 337. ' Ibid., ii., 382. « Ibid., ii. 383-.

• Several years before the arrival of Penn, the upper Swedish settlement on the Delaware erected a block-

house at Wicaco, now the district of Southwark. The block-house was converted into a church for the

convenience of the settlement, the port-holes serving for windows. The first sermon was preached in it in

1677. This edifice stood upon a pleasant knoll sloping to the river. North of it, where Christian Street

is, was an inlet, and beyond this was another knoll, on which was erected the house of three Swedish broth-

ers, Sven, Oele, and Andries Swenson [Swanson], from whom Penn purchased the site of Philadelphia.

This building was noticed by Kaim in 1748; and Mr. Wat.son, in his Annals of Philadelphia, (i., 148)»

says, "the original log-house was standing until the British occupied Philadelphia, when it was taken down

and 'converted into fuel." A brick church was built upon the site of the old block-house in 1700, and i*

still standing on Swanson Street, a little distance from the navy yard.
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counties on the Delaware" already mentioned, withdrew from the Union on account of some

dissatisfaction with the proceedings of a majority of the council. With the reluctant con-

sent of Penn, a deputy governor was appointed over them.

Charles the Second died in 1685, and his brother James, the Duke of York, ascended

the throne. The bad private character of James, his duplicity, and his known attachment

to the Pvoman Catholics, made him detested by a majority of the people of England, and,

three years after his accession, he was driven into exile. His scepter passed into the hands

of his daughter Mary and her husband William, prince of Orange. William Penn was sus-

pected of adherence to the cause of the fallen monarch, and of secret efforts to effect his res-

toration. For this he was imprisoned ; and in 1692 his provincial government was taken

from him by Gov. Fletcher,

of New York, under a royal

commission. These suspicions

were speedily removed, and in

1694 Penn's proprietary rights

were restored to him.

Penn again visited his colo-

ny in 1699, but he did not find

that prevailing peace which

gladdened his heart when he

left it. Discontents had aris-

en among the people, and they

were clamorous for further pop-

ular concessions. Ever intent

upon the happiness of the peo-

ple, he presented them with a

more liberal charter than the

former ones. It conferred great-

er powers upon the people, and

the Assembly declared, in sign-

ing it, that " they thankfully

received the same from the

proprietor and governor, this

twenty-eighth day of October,

1701." This charter remain-

ed unaltered until the separa-

tion of the province from Great

Britain, and the adoption of a Pents''s Skai, ajjd Signatube.i

constitution in 1776. The
delegates from the loM'cr coun-

ties had withdrawn from the

general Assembly, and refused

allegiance to the new charter

of the Union with Pennsyl-

vania. Penn labored to bind

them harmoniously together,

but without success, and in

1703 a total separation was

agreed upon. From that pe-

riod, Pennsylvania and the

"three lower counties," or Del-

aware, had separate Legisla-

tures, although the same gov-

ernor continued to preside over

both. A scheme was now
elaborating in the British cabi-

net to abolish all of the propin-

etary governments in America,

and Penn hastened back

to England to oppose it.''

He never returned to America,

but died in England in 1781,

leaving his interest in Pennsyl-

vania and Delaware to his three

sons, John, Thomas, and Rich-

ard Penn (then minors), wno

1701.

' This is a representation of the seal and signature of William Penn attached to the Pennsylvania charter.

The names of the subscribing witnesses to the instrument are James Claypoole, Francis Plumsteci, Thomas

Barker, Philip Ford, Edward Pritchard, Andrew Soule, Christopher Taylor, Charles Lloyd, William Gib-

son, U. More, George Rudyard, Harbt. Springett

* The parting message of Governor Penn to the Assembly is a pattern of brevity, and might be studied
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continued to administer the government—by deputies, most of the time—until the Revolu-

tion. The commonwealth of Pennsylvania then purchased all their interest in the province

for five hundred and eighty thousand dollars.'

It would be a pleasant and profitable task to trace the history of Pennsylvania in detail,

from the period of Penn's death to the commencement of the war for independence, but our

plan and limits forbid it. Having taken a general view of the settlement and establish-

ment of the province, we must be content with a consideration of leading events bearing

directly upon the Revolutionary struggle.

John, a grandson of William Penn, and son of Richard, then one of the proprietors

living in England, was lieutenant governor of Pennsylvania when the Stamp Act and kin-

di'ed measures of government stirred up a rebellious spirit in the colonies. The province

was then engaged in hostilities with the Delawares, Shawanese, and Seneca Indians, who
were committing dreadful atrocities on the western frontier. It seemed necessary for Gov-

ernor Penn to assume the attitude of an enemy toward the people with whom his grand-

father lived so aflectionately ; and it is painful to contemplate the fact that he offered, by

proclamation, in the city of Philadelphia, a bounty for the capture of Indians or

their scalps I^ The war was successful ; and in the autumn of 1764 the Hostile

Indians sued for peace.

Internal commotions now became more frequent, and ominous of political disruption. For

years the province had been agitated by quarrels between the Assembly and the proprietors

on the subject of prerogatives. The popular mind was led by Dr. Franklin and his asso-

ciates, who contended that the proprietary estates should be taxed in common with other

property. The proprietors, resting upon the privileges of their charter, resisted the meas-

ure, and in John Penn they had a powerful, because interested, champion. All hope of a

reconciliation through concession being at an end, Franklin and others had previously pro-

posed to petition the king to purchase the jurisdiction of the province from the proprietors,

and vest the government directly in the crown. The proposition was favorably considered

by the people at large, and the petition was accordingly drawn up by Franklin. It set forth

the increasing property, and, as a consequence, the increasing power of the proprietaries, and

the danger to be apprehended from the influence of such a power in the state intervening

between the crown and the people. This was the first great step toward revolution in Penn-

sylvania—an attempt to crush feudal power and remove all barriers between the supreme

governor and the govei'ned. Many leading men, whose relationship to the proprietaries, and

attachment to things made reverend by age, opposed the petition ; but the Quakers, whose

principles had been set at naught by the successors of William Penn, were in favor of the

measure. Several successive Assemblies favored the proposition, and Dr. Frank- November,

lin was appointed provincial agent to urge the measure before the king. This ^^^*-

with profit by some of our chief magistrates. It was communicated just before his departure for England,

and was as follows :

" lOth month, 15th, 1708.

" Friends,—Your union is what I desire ; but your peace and accommodating one another is what I

must expect from you ; the reputation of it is something—the reality much more. I desire )'ou to remem-
ber and observe what I say. Yiekl in circumstances to preserve essentials

;
and being safe in one another,

you will always be so in esteem with me. Make me not sad now I am going to leave you ; since it is for

you, as well as for your friend, and proprietor, and governor, William Penn."

Just befoi'e leaving, Penn granted a city charter to Philadelphia, and Edward Shippen was appointed the

first mayor. He appointed Andrew Hamilton, of New Jersey, lieutenant governor of his province, and

James Logan secretary.

^ The founder of Pennsylvania, by the expenses incident to the establishment of his government, together

with many acts of private benevolence, so impaired his paternal estate as to make it necessary to borrow

$30,000, the most of which was secured b}' a mortgage on his province. This was the commencement
of the state debt of Pennsylvania, now amounting to about $40,000, 000.

- The bounties were as follows :
" For every male above the age of ten years captured, $150 ;

scalped,

beinor killed, !Sl34; for every female Indian enem}^ and every male under ten j-ears, captured, §130; for

every female above the age of ten years, scalped, SoO

!
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was the beginning of the system of colonial agencies which so efficiently aided the progress

of the Revolution.

In Philadelphia, as in other commercial towns, opposition to the Stamp Act was a pre-

vailing sentiment. Intelligence of its enactment, and the king's assent, produced great ex-

citement ; and, as the day on which it was to go into effect approached, open hostility be-

came more and more manifest. Party spirit, at that time, was peculiarly rancorous in

Pennsylvania, and the political opposers of Dr. Franklin asserted that he was in favor of the

odious act. The fact that he had procured the office of stamp-master for Philadelphia for

his friend John Hughes (as he did for Ingersoll of Connecticut), gave a coloring of truth to

the charge, and his family and property were menaced with injury.' He was lampooned

by caricatures'' and placards ; but they had little effect upon the great mass of the people,

by whom he was admired and confided in.

The store-keepers of Philadelphia resolved to cease importing British goods while the

Stamp Act was in force ; the people resolved to abstain from mutton, so that wool for the

purpose of domestic manufacture might be increased ; and among other resolves concerning

frugality in living, they determined to restrain the usual expenses of funerals. Benjamin

Price, Esq., was buried in an oaken coffin and iron handles ; and Alderman Plumstead was

conveyed to the grave without a pall or mourning-dresses. When the commission for Hughes

and the stamps arrived, all the bells were muffled and tolled ; the colors were hoisted half

mast, and signs of a popular outbreak appeared. The house of Hughes was guarded by his

friends ; hut the current of popular feeling ran so high and menacing that he resigned his

office. As in New York, the odious act was printed and hawked about the streets, headed

The Folly of Enii;land, and the Ruhi of America.'^ The newspaper of William Brad-

ford,'' the leading printer in Philadelphia, teemed with denunciations of the act ; and on the

^ His wife, in a letter written on the 22d of September, 1765, from "near Philadelphia," informs him
that a mob was talked of; that several houses were indicated for destruction ; and that she was advised to

remove to Burlington for safety. "It is Mr. S. S.," she said, "that is setting the people mad, by telling

them that it was you that had planned the Stamp Act, and that you are endeavoring to get the Test Act
brought over here." The courageous woman declared she would not stir iVom her dwelling, and she re-

mained throughout the election (the immediate cause of excitement at that time) unharmed.
^ In one of these, called The Medley, Franklin is represented among the electors, accompanied by the

Devil, who is whispering in his ear, ''Thee shall be agent, Ben, for all my realm." In another part of the

caricature is the following verse :

"All his designs concenter in himself,

For building castles and amassing pelf.

The public! 'tis his wit to sell for gain,

Whom private property did ne'er maintain."

'^ Watson's Annals of Philadelphia, ii., 271.

* William Bradford was a grandson of William Bradford, the first prniter who settled in the colony.*

He went to England in 1741, and the next year returned with printing materials and books. In December,

1742, he published the first number of the Pennsylvania Journal, which was continued until about the

close of the century, vv-hen his son Thomas, who was his business partner, changed its name to the T?-ue

American. While carrying on the jirinting business, he opened, in 1754, at the corner of Market and Front

Streets, "The London Coffee-house," and in 1762 a marine insurance office, with Mr. Kydd. His repub-

lican bias was manifested during the Stamp Act excitement ; and when the war of the Revolution began, he

joined the Pennsylvania militia. As a major and colonel, he fought in the battles of Trenton and Princeton,

and was at Fort Mifilin, below Philadelphia, when it was attacked. After the British army left Philadel-

phia, he returned with a broken constitution and a shattered fortune. A short time before his death, a par-

alytic shock gave him warning of its approach. To his children he said, " Though I bequeath you no es-

tate, I leave vou in the enio3-ment of liberty." He died on the 25th of September, 1791, aged seventy-

two years.

* Ilis son, Andrew, was also a printer, and carried on business in Philadelphia after his father had retired to New York on a

pension from government of sixty pounds a year. In a poetic effusion printed by Keimer, tlie first employer of Dr. Franklin,

in 1734, is the following allusion to the Bradfords

:

" In Penn's wooden country type feels no disaster.

The printers grow rich ; one is made their postmaster.

His father, a printer, is paid for his work.

And wallows in plenty, just now, in New York.

Though quite past his labor, and old as my gran'num.

The government pays him pounds sixty per annum."
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day preceding the one in which the law was to go in force, it contained the emblematic

head and " doleful" communication seen in the engraving.'

Ttwfii), OQcier^l. 1165 THE NUMb UOS"

|FE NNSYLVANIA JOURNAL;
AND

WEEKLY ADVEKTISER.
EXP IRl NG: In Hopes of a RaCatrectiontoLlTE a^ain.

D
am forry to be

obliged to ac-

quaint my read-

ers that as the

Stamp Act is

feared to be obli<j;atoiy

upon us after the firff. of
November ensuing (The
Fatal To-morrow), The
publifherofthis paper, un-

able to bear the Burthen,

has thought it expedient

S to ftop awhile, in order to

deliberate, whether any
methods can be found to

elude the chains forged for

us, and efcape the infup-

portiibie f lavery, which it

is ho|)ed, from the laft

reprefentation now made
agaiiift that act, may be

effected. Mean while I

muft enrneftly Requeft
eveiy individual of my
Subfcribers, many of

whom have been long be-

hind Hand, that they
would immediately dif-

charge their refpective

Arreai's, that I may be

able, not only to fupport

myfelf during the Inter-

val, but be better prepar-

ed to proceed again with

this Paper whenever an

opening for that pui'pofe

appears, which I hope
will be foon.

WILLIAM BRADFORD.

The repeal of the Stamp Act the following year produced great rejoicing in Philadelphia.

The intelligence of the repeal was brought by Captain Wise. He was invited to drink

punch at the Coffee-house," where a gold-laced hat was given him, and presents were dis-

tributed among his crew. The punch was made common ; and many of the " first men

played hob-and-nob over their glasses with sailors and common people." The city was brill-

iantly illuminated at night ; a large quantity of wood was given for bonfires ; many barrels

of beer were distributed among the populace ; and the next day the governor and mayoralty

gave a feast to three hundred persons at the State House gallery. At that feast it was

unanimously resolved by those present to dress themselves, at the approaching birth-day of

the kino-, in new suits of English manufacture, and to give their homespun garments to the

poor. The anniversary of the king's birth-day, in June, was also celebrated with great dis-

plays of joy and loyalty ; and the people, in the plenitude of their good feelings, did not heed

the advice of Franklin and Richard Penn, " not to exult as at a great victory."

When the British Parliament devised other schemes for taxing the Americans, Pennsyl-

vania, like Massachusetts and all the other colonies, was aroused, and the rights of the Amer-

ican people were every where freely discussed. John Dickenson sent forth his powerful

"Letters of a Pennsylvania Farmer,"^ and the circular letter from Massachusetts, recapitu-

' This is one third the size of the original, and gives a fac simile, in appearance, of the device.

'^ The London Coffee-house, established, as we have seen, by William Bradford ten years before, on the

corner of Front and Market Streets, was the daily resort of the governor and other public functionaries,

and there vendues were generally held. John Pemberton, a Quaker, owned the house in 1780 ;
and in his

lease to Gilford Dally, he stipulated that swearing should be discouraged there, and that the house should

be closed on ^' the first day of the week.'' This would be an excellent clause in like leases at the present

(lay.
^ See page 476, vol. i
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lating arguments against taxation, was received with loud acclaim. Alarmed at the prog-

ress of opposition in the colonies, Hillsborough, the colonial secretary, sent forth his counter-

vailing circulars. Governor Penn was instructed to enjoin the Assembly to regard the Mas-

sachusetts circular as seditious and of a dangerous tendency, and to prorogue the Assembly

if they should countenance it. The Assembly, firm in the right cause, practically asserted

their privilege to correspond with the other colonies, and they heartily seconded the propo-

sition of Virginia for a union of the provinces in a respectful petition to the king for a re-

dress of grievances. Leagues, non-impprtation agreements, committees of correspondence,

and other revolutionary machinery, such as were zealously engaged in New England, were

equally active in Pennsylvania ; and when the British government poured all its wrath upon

Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, in word and deed, stood up as the bold champion and sympa-

thizing friend of the New Englanders. Its course was more temperate than its sister col-

ony, but not less firm. While a convention at Philadelphia recommended the people of

Boston to try all lenient measures for relief,. they assured them that "the people of Penn-

sylvania would continue firmly to adhere to the cause of American liberty."

In December, 1773, two of the "detested tea-ships" sailed up the Delaware as far as

Gloucester Point. There they were ordered to anchor, and to proceed no further, at their

peril. The authority acting on the occasion was a committee fi'om a meeting of full eight

thousand persons, then congregated in the State House yard. They allowed the captain of

one of the ships (the Polly) to go up to the city and witness the manifested feelings of the

people, by which he might determine which was the wiser course to pursue, to persist in

landing the tea, or to weigh anchor for Europe. He chose the latter, and in the mean time

the consignees of the tea were all forced to resign. In November, the following year, the

brig Greyhound, bound to Philadelphia with a cargo of tea, landed at Greenwich, on the

Jersey shore. There the cargo was discharged, and placed in the cellar of a house stand-

ing in front of the market grounds. On the evening of the 22d, about fifty men, dis-

guised as Indians, took the chests from the cellar, piled them in a neighboring field,

and burned them. Suits were brought against some of the leading young men who were

engaged in this transaction, but the war breaking out, and courts of justice being abolished

or suspended, they were abandoned.'

On the 18th of June, 1774, another meeting of at least eight thousand persons convened

in Philadelphia. The governor had been requested to call a special session of the Assembly,

but refused.^ John Dickenson and Thomas Willing were appointed chairmen of the meet-

ing : the whole proceedings were revolutionary. They recommended a Continental Con-

gress ; formed a committee to correspond with the counties and with the other colonies in

relation to the appointment of deputies to a general Congress, and to solicit subscriptions for

the suflerers at Boston. A convention of deputies from all parts of the province Avas rec-

ommended, and, as peaceably as it convened, the mass meeting adjourned.

_ A meeting of deputies from the several counties was held on the 15th of July, in

which the kindred sentiments of loyalty and patriotism glowed with intensity. They

resolved " that they owed allegiance to George the Third ; that they ardently desired the

restoration of their ancient harmony with the mother country on the principles of the Con-

stitution ; that the inhabitants of the colonies were entitled to the same rights and liberties

1 The following are the name.s of the leading young men who composed this Nciv Jersey Tea-party : Dr.

Ebenezer Ehiier, Richard Howell (afterward major in the army and governor of the state), David Pierson,

Stephen Pierson, Silas Whitecar, Timothy Elmer, Rev. Andrew Hunter, Rev. Philip Fithian, Alexander

Moore, Jr., Clarence Parvin, John Hunt, James Hunt, Lewis Howell, Henry Starks, James Ewing, father

of the late chief justice of New Jersey, Dr. Thomas Ewing, Josiah Seeley, and Joel Fithian.

^ In 1771 Governor John Penn returned to England, leaving executive affairs in the hands of Andrew

Hamilton, the president of the council. In the autumn of that year, Richard Penn, a younger brother of

John, arrived with credentials as lieutenant governor. He held the office until September, 177.3. when

John Penn returned, and resumed the reins of government. It was during the latter part of the first admin-

istration of John Penn, and those of Hamilton and Richard Penn, that the hostilities in the Valley of Wyo-

miner occurred, of which we have written in the first volume.
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within the colonies as subjects born in Enprland were entitled to within that realm, and

that the right of representation in the British Parliament was implied by the asserted power

of the government to tax them." The convention also adopted a series of instructions

for the Assembly about to convene, in which, in the strongest terms, colonial rights were

asserted. These were from the pen of John Dickenson, and, though loyal in spirit, they

were firm in resistance to the arm of oppression.' When the Assembly met, these instruc-

tions were regarded as binding, and were faithfully carried out. Joseph Galloway (who

afterward became a Tory), the speaker of the Assembly, Samuel Rhoades, Thomas Mifflin,

Charles Humphries, John Morton, George Pi-oss, Edward Biddle, and subsequently John

Dickenson, were appointed delegates to represent Pennsylvania in the Continental juiyas,

Congress, to assemble in Philadelphia in September following.
^'''^•

We have seen that, from the founding of Pennsylvania, the Quakers held a commanding

social and political influence in the commonwealth. Although this influence was much di-

minished at the commencement of the Pvevolution, a large influx of Germans and adven-

turers from New England having populated extensive districts of the province, their prin-

ciples, precepts, and practices had great weight with the public mind. They had generally

taken affirmative ground in the popular peaceable measures adopted to procure redress of

political grievances, and warmly approved of the conduct of the first Continental Congress;

but when an appeal to arms became an apparent necessity, and the tendency of action in

popular conventions and legislative assemblies pointed to that dreadful alternative, their love

of order, and their principles of non-resistance by force of arms, positively enjoined in their

" Discipline," made them pause. They held extra and protracted meetings, even till after

night, to determine what to -do. There was a spirit abroad favorable to enforcing a com-

pliance with the letter of the American Association recommended by the first Congress—an

association designed to draw, in strong lines of demarcation, the separation between the friends

of Congress and the friends of the king. To this spirit the Quakers were opposed, because

it usurped the dearest prerogatives of conscience, and pronounced the exercise of honest opin-

ions to be a political misdemeanor. They not only paused, but cast the weight of their in-

fluence into the scale of royalty, believing it to be the guardian of law and order.

While a Provincial Convention was in session in Philadelphia, in which the elo- Mayi,

quence of Thomas Mifflin, a young Quaker, was urging his countrymen to a resort ^^^^•

to arms, his sect, not sharing his enthusiasm, were holding their yearly meeting in the same

city. That meeting, swayed in its opinions and action by James Pemberton, one of the

most prominent and sound men of his day, put forth its " Testimony," in which the mem-

bers of the society were exhorted to withhold all countenance from every measure " tending

to break ofl' the happy connection of the colonies with the mother country, or to interrupt

their just subordination to the king."^ From that time until the close of the war, the

^ " Honor, justice, and humanity," they said, "call upon us to hold, and to transmit to posterity, that lib-

erty which we received from our ancestors. It is not our duty to leave our wealth to our children, but it

is our duty to leave liberty to them. No infamy, iniquity, or cruelty can exceed our own, if we, born and

educated in a country of ireedom. entitled to its blessings, and knowing their value, pusillanimously desert-

ins the post assi<xned us by Divine Providence, surrender succeeding generations to a condition of wretch-

edness from which no human eflbrts, in all probability, will be sufficient to extricate them, the experience

of all states mercifully demonstrating to us that, when arbitrary power has been established over them, even

the wisest and bravest nations that ever flourished have, in a few years, degenerated into abject and wretch-

ed vassals. To us, therefore, it appears, at this alarming period, our duty to God, to our country, to our-

selves, and to our posterity, to exert our utmost ability in promoting and establishing harmony between

Great Britain and these colonies on a constitutional foundation."

^ The toUowinff is a copy of that document, taken from the Pennsylvania Evening Post, No. 402 :

The TESTIMONY of the people called Quakers, given forth by a meeting of the Representatives of said

people in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, held at Philadelphia the twentyfourth day of thefirst month, 1775 :

Having considered, with real sorrow, the unhappy contest between the Legislature of Great Britain and

the people of these colonies, and the animosities consequent thereon, we have, by repeated public advices

and private admonitions, used our endeavors to dissuade the members of our religious society from joinmg

with the public resolutions promoted and entered into by some of the people, which, as we apprehended, so

we now find, have increased contention, and produced great discord and confusion.
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James Pemberton and others sent to Virginia. Arrest and Removal of Governor Penn and Chief-justice Chew.

James Pemberton.

From a print in " Watson's An

Quakers, as a body, were friends of the king-, though generally

passive, so far as public observation could determine. But in

secret, and through their " testimonies," they gave " aid and

comfort to the enemy." To such an extent did they exert

their influence against the patriots, that Congress thought it

proper to recommend the executives of the several states to

keep a M'atch upon their movements. That body also earnest-

ly recommended the supreme executive council of Pennsylva-

nia to apprehend and secure the persons of eleven of the lead-

ing Quakers of Philadelphia.' Among these was Augustas,

James Pemberton, whose likeness is here given. He ^'^^

remained two years in Virginia, where he wrote a journal, a

portion of which is published in the " Friends' Miscellany,^'

vol. vii.

Unlike other Tories, the Quakers were so passive that little

positive evidence of their acting against the patriots could be

The Divine Principle of grace and truth which we profess leads all who attend to its dictates to demean

themselves as peaceable subjects, and to discountenance and avoid every measure tending to excite disaflec-

tion to the king as supreme magistrate, or to the legal authority of his government, to which purpose many
of the late political writings and addresses to the people appearing to be calculated, we are led by a sense

of duty to declare our entire disapprobation of them, their spirit and temper being not only contrary to the

nature and precepts of the Gospel, but destructive of the peace and harmony of civil society, disqualifies

men, in these times of difficulty, for the wise and judicious consideration and promoting of such measures

as would be most effectual for reconciling differences or obtaining the redress of grievances.

From our past experience of the clemency of the king and his royal ancestors, we have ground to hope

and believe that decent and respectful addresses from those who are vested with legal authority, represent-

ing the prevailing dissatisfactions and the car.se of them, would avail toward obtaining relief, ascertaining

and establishing the just rights of the people, and restorin<T the public tranquillity ; and we deeply lament

that contrary modes of proceeding have been pursued, which have involved the colonies in confusion, ap-

pear likely to produce violence and bloodshed, and threaten the subversion of the Constitutional government,

and of that liberty of conscience for the enjoyment of which our ancestors were induced to encounter the

manifold dangers and difficulties of crossing the seas and of settling in the wilderness.

We are therefore incited, by a sincere concern for the peace and welfare of our countr)^, publicly to de-

clare against every usurpation of power and authority in opposition to the laws and government, and against

all combinations, insurrections, conspiracies, and illegal assemblies ; and as we are restrained from them

by the conscientious discharge of our duty to Almighty God, "by whom kings reign and princes decree

jufetice," we hope, through his assistance and favor, to be enabled to maintain our testimony against any

requisitions which maj' be made of us, inconsistent with our religious principles and the fidelitj- we owe to

the king and his government, as by law established ; earnestly desiring the restoration of that harmony and

concord which have heretofore united the people of these provinces, and been attended by the Divine bless-

ing on their labors. Signed in and on behalf of the said meeting,

James Pemberton, Clerk at this time.

This Testimony gave offense to many Friends in Philadelphia who were favorable to the patriots. Some
left, and formed a separate meeting. They built themselves a brick meeting-house at the southwest cor-

ner of Fifth and Arch Streets ; and others so far seceded as to form a military company, under Captain

Humphreys, which they called The Quaker Company.
' The reason given for this measure by Congress was, " that when the enem\', in the month of Decem-

ber, 1776, were bending their progress toward the city of Philadelphia, a certain .seditious publication, ad-

dressed ' To our friends and brethren in religious profession in these and the adjacent provinces,' signed

John Pemberton, in and on behalf of the meeting of sufferings, held at Philadelphia, for Pennsylvania and

New Jersey, the 26th of the 12th month, 1776," was published, and, as j-our committee is credibly in-

formed, circulated among many members of the society called Quakers, throughout the different states."

The paper originated in Philadelphia, and Joshua Fisher. Abel James, James Pennberton, Henry Drinker,

Israel Pemberton, John Pemberton, John James, Samuel Pleasants, Thomas Wharton, senior, Thomas Fish-

er, and Samuel Fisher, of that city, leading members of the society, were banished to Fredericksburg, in

Virginia. The Board of War was also instructed to remove the Honorable John Penn, the governor, and

Benjamin Chew, the chief justice of Pennsylvania, thither, for safe custody.—See Journals of Cong7-ess,

iii., 290.

The papers and records of the yearly meeting of the Quakers of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, which

were captured by Sullivan, in an expedition against the Loyalist regiments lying on Staten Island, opposite

Perth Amboy, gave Congress the first positive proof of the general disaffection of the sect.
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Execution of Roberta and Carlisle. Justice of their Punishment. Carpenters' Hall.

obtained ; and very few of them, suffering from confiscation of property or other penalties,

became refugees at the close of the war. John Roberts and Abraham Carlisle, of Phila-

delphia, members of this sect, suffered death at the hands of the Whigs, in November, 1778.

This act has been cited a hundred times as evidence against the claims to the exercise of

uniform humanity on the part of the patriots, and magnified into a foul murder, justified by

no plea of public expediency. The facts prove otherwise ; for if it was ever expedient to

take the life of a dangerous citizen, then Pvoberts and Carlisle suffered justly. While they

abstained from open hostility to the Ptevolutionary government, and refused to bear arms

for the king, they gave secret aid, far more potent to the enemies of liberty. They were

employed by Joseph Galloway and his loyal friends as secret agents in detecting foes to the

government. While Howe had possession of Philadelphia, Carlisle granted permissions to

pass the lines, watched at the entrance of the city to point out obnoxious persons coming

from the country, and many were arrested and cast into prison on his bare suggestion..

Under the meek garb and demeanor of the Quaker was a Torquemada, exercising the func-

tions of an inquisitor general. When Howe ordered a detachment, under Lieutenant-col-

onel Abercrombie, to go out upon the Frankford road, and fall upon a party of American

miUtia, who, he was informed, were lying in the woods, Roberts and Carlisle, who would

not bear arms for the wealth of the Indies, acted as guides in conducting Abercrombie to

the massacre of their countrymen. According to the rules of war and of state policy, their

execution was expedient and salutary in efiect. It was a subject for bitter vituperation on

the part of the Tories, and even those who would fain have saved them from death were

charged with dishonorable motives. " Governor Livingston went to Philadelphia," wrote

John Potts to Joseph Galloway, " and urged his endeavors to prevail on the banditti in

power there to save Roberts and Carlisle, not from any principle of honor or conscience

—

you know him too well—but from motives, as he thought, of policy." I think it may be

safely asserted that where one Tory lost his life at the hands of the Whigs during the Ptev-

olution, fifty Whigs were slain in cold blood by the Tories. The reason is obvious—a heart

warmed with love of country is benevolent and humane ; its active opposers may fairly be

presumed to be mercenary, and consequently cruel.

The supper-bell has rung ; let us close the chronicle for to-night, and in the morning go out

in search of localities made memorable by events connected with our war for independence.

On Monday morning I visit- November 27,

ed Carpenters' Hall, the build- ^*^^-

ing in which the first Continental Congress

held its brief session. Having had no in-

timation concerning its appearance, condi-

tion, and present use, and informed that it

was situated in " Carpenters' Court," imag-

ination had invested its exterior with dig-

nity, its interior w^ith solemn grandeur, and

its location a spacious area, where nothing

" common or unclean" was permitted to

dwell. How often the hoof of Pegasus

touches the leafless tree-tops of sober prose

when his rider supposes him to be at his

highest altitude I How often the rainbow

of imagination fades, and leaves to the eye

nothing but the forbidding aspect of a cloud

of plain reality ! So at this time. The

Carpenters' Hall.i spacious court was but a short and narrow

' This building is constructed of small imported bricks, each alternate one glazed, and darker than the

other, giving it a checkered appearance. Many of the old houses of Philadelphia were built of like mate-
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alley ; and the Hall, consecrated by the holiest associations which cluster around the birth-

time of our republic, was a small two-story building, of somber aspect, with a short steeple,

and all of a dingy hue. I tried hard to conceive the apparition upon its front to be a classic

frieze, with rich historic triglyphs ; but it would not do. Vision was too " lynx-eyed," and

I could make nothing more poetic of it than an array of impudent letters spelling the words

C. J. WOLBEE.T & CO., AUCTIONEERS
for the sale of

Real E.state and Stocks,

Fancy Goods,

Horses, Vehicles, and Harness.

What a desecration I Covering the facade of the very Temple of Freedom with the pla-

cards of groveling mammon I If sensibility is shocked with this outward pollution, it is over-

whelmed with indignant shame on entering the hall where that august assembly of men

—

the godfathers of our i-epublic—convened to stand as sponsors at the baptism of infant Amer-

ican Liberty, to find it filled with every species of merchandise, and the walls which once

echoed the eloquent words of Henry, Lee, and the Adamses, reverberating with the clatter

of the auctioneer's voice and hammer. Is there not patriotism strong enough and bold

enough in Philadelphia to enter this temple and " cast out all them that buy and sell, and

overthrow the table of the money-changers?"

The hall in which Congress met is upon the lower floor, and comprehends the whole area

of the building. It is

about forty-five feet

square, with a recess

in the rear twenty-

five feet wide and

about twelve feet

deep, at the entrance

of which are two

pillars, eighteen feet

high. The second

story contains small-

er apartments which

were vised by Con-

gress, and occupied

by the society as com- Congress Hall.
mittee rooms. In

one of these, emptied of all merchandise except a wash-tub and a rush-bottomed chair, let

us sit down and consider the events connected with that first great Continental Council.

We have already, in former chapters, considered the causes which awakened a desire in

the colonies for a political union, and which impelled them to resistance. For many years

a strong sympathy had existed between the several colonies, and injuries done to one, either

by the aggressions of the French and Indians, or the unkind hand of their common mother,

touched the feelings of all the others, and drew out responsive words and acts which denoted

an already strong bond of unity. Widely separated as some of them were from each other

by geographical distance, and diversity of interest and pursuits, there were, nevertheless, po-

litical, social, and commercial considerations which made the Anglo-Americans really one

people, having common interests and common hopes. Called upon as free subjects of Great
Britain to relinquish, theoretically and practically, some of the dearest prerogatives guaran-

teed to them by Magna Charta and hoary custom—prerogatives, in which were enveloped

the most precious kernels of civil liberty—they arose as one family to resist the insidious

rials. It was originally erected for the hall of meeting for the society of house-carpenters of Philadelphia.

It stands at the end of an alley leading south from Chestnut Street, between Third and Fourth Streets.
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progress of on-coming despotism, and yeai'ned for union to give themselves strength com-

mensurate to the task. Leading minds in every colony perceived the necessity for a general

council, and in the spring of 1774, the great heart of Anglo-America seemed to beat as

with one pulsation w^ith this sublime idea. That idea found voice and expression almost

simultaneously throughout the land. Rhode Island has the distinguished honor of first speak-

ing out publicly on the subject. A general Congress w^as proposed at a town meeting in

Providence on the 17th of May, 1774. A committee of a town meeting held in Philadel-

phia on the 21st, four days afterward, also recommended such a measure ; and on the 23d,

a town meeting in New York city uttered the same sentiment. The House of Burgesses

of Virginia, dissolved by Lord Dunmore, assembled at the Raleigh Tavern,' in Williams-

burgh, on the 27th, and on that day warmly recommended the assembling of a national

council ; and Baltimore, in county meeting, also took action in favor of it on the 31st. On
the 6th of June, a town meeting at Norwich. Connecticut, proposed a general Congress

;

on the 11th, a county meeting at Newark, New Jersey, did the same; on the 17th, the

Massachusetts Assembly, and, at the same time, a town meeting in Faneuil Hall, in Bos-

ton, strenuously recommended the measure ; and a county meeting at New Castle, Dela-

ware, approved of it on the 29th. On the 6th of July, the committee of correspondence at

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, expressed its approbation of the measure. A general prov-

ince meeting, held at Charleston, South Carolina, on the 6th, 7th, and 8th of that month,

urged the necessity of such a Congress ; and a district meeting at Wilmington, North Car-

olina, held on the 21st, heartily responded affirmatively. Thus we perceive that, within

the space of sixty-four days, twelve of the thirteen colonies spoke out decidedly in favor of a

Continental Congress, Georgia alone remaining silent.^ The Massachusetts Assembly des-

ignated the 1st of September, 1774, as the time, and Philadelphia as the place for the

meeting of the Congress.' Other colonies acquiesced, and at Philadelphia the delegates

convened.
" Now meet the fathers of this western clime,

Nor names more noble graced the roll of Fame.
When Spartan firmness braved the wrecks of time,

Or Rome's bold virtues fann'd the heroic flame.

" Not deeper thought th' immortal sage inspired

On Solon's lips, when Grecian senates hung

;

Nor manlier eloquence the bosom fired,

When genius thunder'd from the Athenian tongue."

Trumbull.''

On Monday, the 5th of September, fifty-four delegates, from twelve colonies, assembled

in Carpenters' Hall.^ It was a congregation of men, viewed in every important aspect,

' A drawing of the Raleigh Tavern, and also of the Apollo Room, in which the Assembly met, will be

found in another part of this work.
^ Connecticut elected its delegates on the 3d of June ; Massachusetts on the 17th; Maryland on the

22d ;
New Hampshire on the 21st of July ;

Pennsylvania on the 22d ; New Jersey on the 23d ; New York

on the 25th ;
Delaware on the 1st of August ; Virginia on the same day

;
South Carolina on the 2d ; Rhode

Island on the 10th; and North Carolina on the 25th.

^ See pages 510, 511, vol. i.

* The author of M'Fingal. These lines are from his Elegy on the Times, published while this first Conn

gress was in session.

^ The following are the names of the members who composed the first Continental Congress :

New Hampshire.—John Sullivan, Nathaniel Folsom.

Massachusetts.—Thomas Cushing, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine.

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.—Stephen Hopkins, Samuel Ward.
Connecticut.—Eliphalet Dyer, Roger Sherman, Silas Deane.

New York.—James Du'ane, John Jay, Isaac Low, John Alsop, William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Hen-

ry Wisner.

New Jersey.—James Kinsey, Stephen Crane, William Livingston, Richard Smith, John De Hart.

Pennsylvania.—Joseph Galloway, John JMorton, Charles Humphreys, Thomas Mifflin, Samuel Rhodes,

Edward Biddle, George Ross, John Dickenson.

Delaware.—Ccesar Rodney, Thomas M'Kean, George Read.

II. s
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Character of the first Continental Congress. Its Organization. Peyton Randolph. Charles Thomson.

such as the world had never seen. " For a long time," says the eloquent Charles Botta,

" no spectacle had been offered to the attention of mankind of so powerful an interest as this

of the present American Congress. It was, indeed, a novel thing, and, as it were, miracu-

lous, that a nation hitherto almost unknown to the people of Europe, or only known by the

commerce it occasionally exercised in their ports, should, all at once, step forth from this

state of oblivion, and, rousing as from a long slumber, should seize the reins to govern it-

self; that the various parts of this nation, hitherto disjointed, and almost in opposition to

each other, should now be united in one body, and moved by a single will ; that their long

and habitual obedience should be suddenly changed for the intrepid counsels of resistance,

and of open defiance to the formidable nation whence they derived their origin and laws.'

The men who composed that first Congress were possessed of the purest minds, the lofti-

est and most disinterested patriotism, and moral characters without spot or blemish. In-

stinctively the people had turned to their best men for counsel and action when the crisis

arrived ; and the representatives there assembled composed the flower of the American col-

onies. " There is in the Congress," wrote John Adams, " a collection of the greatest men

upon this continent in point of abilities, virtues, and fortunes." The sectional factions and

personal ambitions, which afterward disturbed the harmony and injured the character of the

Continental Congress,^ had no tangible shape in this first Assembly. They felt, with all

the solemnity of wise and virtuous men, the weight of the momentous responsibility resting

upon them. They knew that toward them all eyes were turned, all hearts were drawn
;

that not only America, but the whole civilized world, was an interested spectator of their

acts ; and that for posterity, more than for cotemporaries, they held a trust of value infin-

itely beyond human estimation. Impressed with the consciousness of such responsibility, the

delegates commenced their labors.

September 5,
Congress was organized by the choice of Peyton K-andolph,^ of Virginia, as pres-

^'''^^-
ident, and Charles Thomson," of Pennsylvania, as secretary. The credentials of

Maryland.—Robert Goldsborough, Samuel Chase, Thomas Johnson, Matthew Tilghman, William Paea.

Virginia.—Peyton Randolph, Richard Henry Lee, George Washington, Patrick Henry, Richard Bland,

Benjamin Harrison, Edmund Pendleton.

North Carolina.—William Hooper, Joseph Hughes, Richard Caswell.

South Carolina.—Henry Middleton, John Rutledge, Thomas Lynch, Christopher Gadsden, Edward

Rutledge. ' Otis's Botta, i., 128.

2 In the opinion of Charles Thomson, who was Secretary of Congress for fifteen consecutive years, no

subsequent national Assembly during the war could compare with the first in point of talent and purity.

He represents the Congress that sat at York, in Pennsylvania, while Washington and his army were suffer-

ing at Valley Forge, as a body of weak men compared to former delegations. It was in that Congress

that a faction favored the scheme for making Gates commander-in-chief of the army in place of Washington.

^ Peyton Randolph was a native of Virginia, descended from one of its oldest and most respected fami-

lies. Like other young men of the aristocracy, he was educated in England. He chose the profession of

the law, and such were his talents that he was appointed attorney-general of the province in 1756, at the

age of twenty-seven years. In that year he engaged, with one hundred gentlemen, to band as volunteers,

and march against the Indians on their Western frontiers. He was for some years a member of the House

of Burgesses of Virginia, and was at one time its speaker. He was one of the delegates from Virginia in

the first Continental Congress, presided over that body with dignity, and was elected to the presidential

chair by the second Congress, the following year. On account of ill health, he was obliged to resign his

.station on the 24th of May, 1775, and return to Virginia. He afterward resumed his seat in Congress.

He died at Philadelphia, of apoplexy, on the 22d of October, 1775, aged fifty-two years.

The accompanying likeness of Mr. Randolph I copied from a miniature by Charles Wilson Peale, in the

possession of his son, Titian R. Peale, Esq., of Washington City. The original portrait from life, painted

by Peale, is in the Congress library ; the miniature is a copy by the same artist. Mr. Randolph was a

Free-mason ; the scarf seen across his breast is a part of the regalia of a grand master. The portrait was

painted for a lodge of the fraternity.

* Charles Thomson was born in Ireland, in 1730, and came to America, with his three elder brothers, in

1741. They landed at New Castle, Delaware, with no other dependence than their industry. He was

educated by Dr. Allison, the tutor of several of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. He was

afterward a teacher at the Friends' Academy, at New Castle. From thence he went to Philadelphia,

where he obtained the advice and lasting friendship of Dr. Franklin. He was called to the responsible

duty of keeping the minutes of the proceedings of the first Continental Congress in 1774, and from that

time until he resigned his office, in 1789, he was the sole secretary of that body. He married Hannah
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dark

gray'

the various delegates were

then presented, and now

came a pause ; who should

take the lead ? what meas-

ure should be first proposed ?

They had come together

from distant provinces, some

instructed by the power that

appointed them, others left

free to act as circumstances

should require. There was

a profound silence, and deep

anxiety was depicted upon

every countenance. No one

seemed willing to break

that silence, until ^^""^ ^ ,

,

.

a grave -looking ^J/ .fyi^ ^Tf^'^^ iy^ CV"^^ < ĉr-'^^ A.^
member, in a plain, '^

is it ?" A few, who knew the stranger, answered.

There was no more hesitation ; he who startled

the people of colonial America, nine years before,

by his bold resolutions against the Stamp Act, and,

a few months afterward, by the cry of " Give me

liberty or give me death I" now gave the impulse

to the representatives of that people in grand coun-

cil assembled, and set in motion that machinery of

civil power which worked so nobly while Wash-

ington and his compatriots were waging war with

the enemy in the field.

Two days afterward, another im-
ep em er

.

pj-gggiyg scene occurred. It was the

fir$t prayer in Congress, offered up by the Rev-

erend Mr. Duche.'' The first day had been occu-

pied in the reception of credentials and the arrange-

ment of business ; the second, in the adoption of

rules for the regulation of the session ; and now,

when about to enter upon the general business

for which they were convened, the delegates

publicly sought Divine aid. It was a specta-

cle of great interest, for men of every creed

suit of " minister's

and unpowdered wig,

arose. " Then," said Bish-

op White, who was pres-

ent, and related the circum-

stance, " I felt a regret that

a seeming coimtry parson

should so far have mistaken

his talents and the theater

for their display." But his

voice was so musical, his

words so eloquent, and his

sentiments so profoundly

logical, that the whole

House was electrified, and

the question went

from lip to lip,

" Who is it? who

It is Patrick Henry, of Virginia

Harrison, the aunt of General Harrison, late President of the United States.

Mr. Thomson died at Lower Merion, Montgomery county, Pennsylvania,

August 1 6, 1824, aged ninety-four years. The likeness of Secretary Thom-
son here given I copied from a portrait painted from life by Charles Wilson

Peale, and in the present possession of P. T. Barnum, Esq., of New York.

It agrees with the description of him given by the Abbe Robin, who was

attached to Rochambeau's staff. Alhiding to those who paid their respects

to Rocharabeau when he was in Philadelphia, he says :
" Among others,

Charles Thomson, secretary of Congress, the soul of that political body,

came also to receive and present his compliments. His meager figure,

furrowed countenance, his hollow, sparkling eyes, his white, straight hair,

that did not hang quite so low as his ears, fixed our thorough attention

and filled us with surprise and admiration."
^ See Watson's Annals^ vol. i., 422.

- John Adams thus wrote to his wife on the 8th of September, concerning that first prayer in Congres.

Thomson's Residence.
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were there. In this service their creeds were forgotten, and the hearts of all united in the

prayer which flowed from the pastor's lips ; a prayer which came from a then patriot's

heart, though timidity afterward lost him the esteem of his friends and countrymen.'

The Congress resolved to sit with closed doors, for enemies were around them with open

eyes and busy tongues, and nothing was to be made public without special orders. Having

no means at hand to ascertain the relative importance of the colonies, it was agreed " that

each colony or province should have one vote in determining questions." One of their first

acts was to express an opinion that the whole continent ought to support Massachusetts in

H September 10. resistance to the unconstitutional change in her government ,^ and they after-

ward resolved that any person accepting office under the new system ought to

h October 10. be held in detestation as a public enemy. b Merchants were advised to enter

c September 22. into non-importation agreements ;c and a letter Avas addressed to General Gage,

remonstrating against the fortifications on Boston Neck, and his arbitrary exer-

d October 11. cise of power.d On the 14th of October, a Declaration of Colonial Rights,

prepared by a committee of two from each province, Avas adopted, in which was set forth

the grievances complained of, and the inalienable rights of British subjects" in every part of

the realm. As a means of enforcing the claim of natural and delegated rights, fourteen art-

icles were agreed to as the basis of an American Association, pledging the asso-
cto er>,

.

pj^j.pj.g ^Q g^jj entire commercial non-intercourse with Great Britain, Ireland, and

the West Indies, and the non-consumption of tea and British goods. In one clause the

slave trade was specially denounced, and entire abstinence from it, and from any trade with

those concerned in it, formed a part of the association. Committees were to be appointed

in every county, city, and town, to detect and punish all violations of it ; and all dealings

" When the Consre.ss met, Mr. Gushing made a motion that it should be opened with prayer. It was op-

posed by Mr. Jay, of New York, and Mr. Rutledge, of South Carolina, because we were so divided in relig-

ious sentiments—some Episcopalians, some Quakers, some Anabaptists, some Presbyterians, and some Con-

gregationalists—that we could not join in the same act of worship. Mr. Samuel Adams arose, and said

'that he was no bigot, and could hear a prayer from any gentleman of piety and virtue who vi-as at the

same time a friend to his country. He was a stranger in Philadelphia, but had heard that 3Ir. Duche

(Dushay they pronounce it) deserved that character, and therefore he moved that Mr. Duche, an Episcopal

clergyman, might be desired to read prayers before the Congress to-morrow morning.' The motion was

seconded, and passed in the affirmative. Mr. Randolph, our president, waited on Mr. Duche, and received

for answer that, if his health would permit, he certainly would. Accordingly, next morning, he appeared

with his clerk, and in pontificals, and read several prayers in the Established form, and then read the Psalter

for the seventh day of September, a part of which was the 35th Psalm. You must remember this was the

next morning after we had heard the rumor of the horrible cannonade of Boston. It seemed as if Heaven

had ordained that Psalm to be read on that morning.
" After this, Mr. Duche, unexpectedly to every body, struck out into an extemporary prayer, which filled

the bosom of every man present. I must confess, I never heard a better pra)'er, or one so well pronounced.

Episcopalian as he is, Dr. Cooper himself never prayed with such fervor, such ardor, such correctness, such

pathos, and in language so elegant and sublime, for Congress, for the province of Massachusetts Bay, espe-

cially the town of^Boston. It had an excellent effect upon every body here. I must beg you to read that

Psalm. If there is any faith in the Sortes Virgillianje, or Sortes Homeriea3, or especially the Sortes Bib-

lical, it would be thought providential." Bishop White, who was present, says that Washington was the

only member who knelt on that occasion.

' Mr. Duche was at that time an ardent Whig, but subsequently became an enemy to his country. He
was the son of a Huguenot, who came to America with William Penn. In youth he was a good orator, and,

after taking holy orders in England, he became a very popular Episcopal clergyman in Philadelphia, his

native city. He was appointed chaplain to Congress on the 9th of July, 1776, but resigned in October.

When the British took possession of Philadelphia, Mr. Duche, alarmed at the gloomy aspect of affairs, for-

sook the patriot cause, and, in a letter to Washington, endeavored to persuade the general to do likewise,

and to " represent to Congress the indispensable necessity of rescinding the hasty and ill-advised Declaration

of Independence." Washington transmitted this letter to Congress, and 3Ir. Duche was obliged to leave

the country. He became a preacher in the Lambeth Asylum, where he was greatly respected. He re-

turned to America in 1790, and died in Philadelphia in 1794, aged about sixty years. Mr. Duche was a

man of much benevolence of character. He gave the amount of his salary ($150), while chaplain of Con-

gress, to be distributed among families whose members had been slain in battle. He married a sister of

Francis Hopkinson, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence.
'' This Declaration of Rights may be found in the Appendix.



OF THE REVOLUTION. 269

state Papers issued.by Congress. Debates. Diversity of Opinion. Dartmouth's Circular. Joseph Galloway.

with such enemies of American liberty were to be immediately broken off. One hundred

and fifty copies of the Articles of Association were ordered to be printed.

A memorial to the inhabitants of the several British-American colonies, written by Rich-

ard Henry Lee, and an eloquent address to the people of Great Britain, from the pen of

John Jay, were adopted by Congress on the 21st. A petition to the king, drawn October,

by John Dickenson, was approved of on the 22d. Short letters to the colonies of
^'^^

St. John's Island (now Prince Edward'.s Nova Scotia), Georgia, and the two Floridas, in-

closing the doings of Congress, and inviting them to join the Association, were also adopted

on that day ; and on the 2Gth, the last day of the session, they approved of an elaborate ad-

dress to the inhabitants of Canada. This was drawn up by Mr. Dickenson with his usual

ability. Having made provision for another Congress to meet on the 10th of JVIay follow-

ing,' the first general council closed its session by adopting a second humble petition to the

king, and a vote of thanks to the advocates of colonial rights in both houses of Parliament.

Congress was in actual session only thirty-one days out of the eight weeks of the term,

the remainder of the time being occupied in preparatory business. It was a session of ex-

traordinary activity, and a great amount of business of vast importance was transacted, not-

withstanding many unnecessary speeches were evidently made.' They were certainly more

to the purpose than are most of the harangues in Congress at the present day, or, consider-

ing the diversity of opinion that must have existed upon the sentiments of the various state

papers that were adopted, the session would have continued for several months. We have

no means of knowing what harmony or what discord characterized those debates. The

doors were closed to the public ear, and no reporters for the press have preserved the sub-

stance of the speeches. That every resolution adopted was far from receiving a unanimous

vote, is very evident ; for we find, by the subsequent declarations and acts of delegates, that

some of the measures were violently opposed. Many deplored the probability of an open

rupture with the mother country, and refused acquiescence in any measure that should tend

to such a result. Indeed, the sentiments of a large majority of the delegates were favorable

to an honorable reconciliation, and the Congress was determined not to present the least

foundation for a charge of rushing madly into an unnatural contest without presenting the

olive branch of peace. Such was the tenor of its petitions and addresses ;
and every charge

of a desire on the part of Congress for a war that might lead to independence rested solely

upon inference. Galloway,' Duane, and others, even opposed the American Association
;

' The followino- circular letter was sent to all the royal governors in America, soon after the proceedings

of the ContinentaT Congress were received in England. It was a " bull" without horns, and did not alarm

the patriots.
.. .^y^g^all, Jan. 4th, 1775.

" Certain persons stiling" (sic) " themselves delegates of his majesty's colonies in America, having pre-

sumed, without his majesty's authority or consent, to assemble together, at Philadelphia, m the month of

September and October last ; and having thought fit, amons: other unwarrantable proceedmgs, to resolve

that it will be necessary that another Congress should be held in this place on the 10th ol May next, unless

redress for certain pretended grievances be obtained before that time, and to recommend that all the colo-

nies in North America should choose deputies to attend such Congress, I am commanded by the kmg to

sio-nify to you his majesty's pleasure, that you do use your utmost endeavors to prevent such appouitment

of"deputies within the colony under your government ; and that you do exhort all persons to desist from such

unwarrantable proceedings, which can not but be highly displeasing to the king.
^^

" I am, sir, your most obedient servant, Dartmouth.

2 " Every man in this assembly," wrote John Adams to his wife, " is a great man, an orator, a critic, a

statesman ;
and therefore every man, upon every question, must show his oratory, his criticism, his political

abilities. The consequence is, that business is spun out to an immeasurable length."

3 Joseph Galloway was one of the most popular of the leaders in Pennsylvania when the war of the Rev-

olution broke out. He was once the confidential friend of Franklin, and had worked shoulder to shoulder

with him against the proprietaries. He was elected a delegate to the first Continental Congress. In that

body he submitted a plan, as a measure of accommodation, which seemed quite feasible. It proposed a

union of the colonies, with a grand council authorized to regulate colonial affairs jointly with the British

Pariiament, each to have a mutual negation on each other.* This plan was favorably received, and on the

* This plan is printed in Sabine's Lives of the Loyalists, p. 309.
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and they regarded the Adamses as men not only too much committed to violent measures
by the part they had taken in Boston, but that they were desperate men, with nothing to

lose, and hence unsafe guides to gentlemen who had estates to forfeit. And yet Galloway,
when he became a proscriptive Loyalist, and one of the most active enemies of the Repub-
licans, was forced to acknowledge the stern virtues of many of the patriots of that assembly,
and among them Samuel Adams. " He eats little, drinks little, sleeps little, and thinks

much," he said, " and is most indefatigable in the pursuit of his object. It was this man
who, by his superior application, managed at once the factions in Congress at Philadelphia,

and the factions in New England.'"

The proceedings of this first Congress went forth to the world with all the weight of ap-

parent unanimity, and throughout the colonies they were hailed with general satisfaction.

The American Association adopted and signed by the delegates was regarded by the people

with great favor, and thousands in every province affixed their signatures to the pledge.

These formed the fibers of the stronger bond of the Articles of Confederation afterward
adopted, and may be considered the commencement of the American Union.

question of its adoption it was rejected by a majority of only one. The debates were very warm, and it

was on this occasion that Samuel Adams, regarding the proposition as a concession to tyranny, exclaimed,
" I should advise persisting in our struggle for liberty,

though it were revealed from heaven that nine hund-
red and ninety-nine were to perish, and only one of a

^/f
/ ^^/l jfX^A^/ 1 /) ^ y^

thousand were to survive and retain his liberty ! One
'^' .^//V /////// y /lA^/ Z'x/ si,eh freeman must possess more virtue and enjoy more

happiness than a thousand slaves
; and let him propa-

gate his like, and transmit to them what he has so no-

bly preserved."* Before the meeting of the next Con-

gress, Galloway manifested lukewarmness ; and in 1776 he abandoned the Whigs, and became the most
virulent and proscriptive Loyalist of the time. He joined the royal army in New York, where he continued

until 1778, when, accompanied by his only daughter,! he went to England. There he remained until his

death in September, 1803, at the age of seventy-three years. His pen, for many years, was continually

employed in correspondence with Loyalists in America, and upon subjects connected with the war. The
prominent position which he at first held among the Whigs, and his virulence against them after his defec-

tion, made him the target for many an arrow of indignant wit. Trumbull, in his M''FingaU, gave him some
hard hits; and a writer in the Pennsylvania Journal of February 5, 1777, thus castigates him with some
lines, alter saying to the printer,

" If you think them severe enough, print 'em, egad !'"

"Gall'vvay has fled, and join'd the venal Howe, Go to and fro, like Lucifer on earth,

To prove his baseness, see him cringe and bow; And curse the Being that first gave thee birtli.

A traitor to his country and its laws. Away to Scotland and thyself prepare,

A friend to tyrants and their cursed cause. Coal dust and brimstone is their only far6
;

Unhappy wretch ! thy interest must be sold Fit materials for such Tory blood,

For Continental, not for polish'd gold. Who wrong their country and deny their God.

To sink the money thou thyself cried down. There herd with Bute, Mansfield, and his brother ;|

And stabb'd thy country to support the crown. Bite, twist, sting, and poison one another."

Galloway's estate, valued at $200,000, was confiscated by Pennsylvania. A large part of it was derived

from his wife. A considerable portion was restored to his daughter.
^ Galloway's Historical and Political Reflections on the Rise and Prog7'ess of the American Rebellion :

London, 1780. In this pamphlet the writer handles Sir William Howe and other British commanders with
severity.

* Mr. Adams reiterated this sentiment when debating the resolution for independence twenty months afterward,

t Just before he left Philadelphia he discovered that his daughter was about to elope with Judge Griffin, who was afterward

president of Congress. This doubtless hastened his departure.

I Murray, confidential secretary to the Pretender, Prince Charles Edward.
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CHAPTER XI.

" This is the sacred fane wherein assembled

The fearless champions on the side of Right

;

Men at whose Declaration empires trembled,

Moved by the truth's immortal might.

" Here stood the patriot—one union folding

The Eastern, Northern, Southern sage and seer,

Within that living bond which, truth upholding,

Proclaims each man his fellow's peer.

" Here rose the anthem which all nations, hearing.

In loud response the echoes backward hurled;

Reverberating still the ceaseless cheering,

Our continent repeats it to the world.

" This is the hallowed spot where first unfurling*

Fair Freedom spread her blazing scroll of light

;

Here, from oppression's throne the tyrant hurling,

She stood supreme in majesty and might !"

George W. Dewey.

ROM Carpenters' Hall I went up Chestnut Street to the venerable State House,

situated upon its southern side, between Fifth and Sixth Streets.' Hallowed

by so manjf patriotic associations, it has become a Caaba to every American

when first visiting the city of Penn. It is cherished by the people of Pennsyl-

vania because of the memories of colonial times, immediately antecedent to the

Revolution, which embalm it ; and it is cherished by the people of the whole

Union as the most revered relic of the war for independence, becaitse it contains

the hall wherein the Declaration of that independence was discussed, and adopted

in council, and signed, and sent forth to the world. Being used for public busi-

"ness, this edifice, unlike Carpenters' Hall, is free from the desecrations of mammon,

and the Hall of Independence is kept closed, except when curious visitors seek en-

trance, or some special occasion opens its doors to the public'

Nothing now remains of the old furniture of the hall except two antique

mahogany chairs, covered with red leather, one of which was used by

Hancock as president, and the other by Charles Thomson as secretary

of Congress, when the Declaration of Independence was adopted. On
the walls hang two fine paintings ; one a full-length portrait, life size,

of William Penn, by the late Henry Inman, and the other a portrait,

' The erection of this edifice was begun in 1729, and completed, in 1734. The two wings were added

in 1739-40, and it was then one of the largest and most costly edifices for civil purposes in America. Pre-

vious to its erection, the annual sessions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania were held at private' houses.

The first purchase of grounds for the building included only about half the depth to Walnut Street. In

1760 the other half square was purchased, and the whole space inclosed by a heavy brick wall. John

Vaughan, who came from England to reside in Philadelphia, planted the grounds with elm-trees and shrub-

bery in 1783. Afterward the brick wall was removed, and the present neat iron railing erected in its place.

The cost of the main building of the State House and its steeple was about $28,000. The style of the

architecture was directed by Dr. John Kearsly, Senior, the same amateur who gave architectural character

to Christ Church. The glass and lead sashes cost $850. The glazing was done by Thomas Godfrey,

afterward celebrated as the inventor of the quadrant.
2 It was made the hall of audience for La Fayette in 1824, when, as the " nation's guest," he visited
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same size, of La Fayette, taken from life by the late Thomas Sully. The former is a superb
picture, and exhibits, in the back-ground, a representation of the Treaty Tree. Upon the

floor stands a statue of Wash-
ington, upon a high pedestal,

wrought in wood by Mr. E-ush,

of Philadelphia. Near it is a

piece of stone, said to be a part

of the door-step of the balcony

in the rear of the State House,

upon which John Ni.xon stood

and read the Declaration of In-

dependence to the people' for

the first time, on the 8th of July,

1776. These compose the sou-

voiirs of Independence Hall.

I ascended to the steeple,

where hangs, in silent gran-

deur, the " Liberty Bell." It

is four feet in diameter at the

lip, and three inches thick at

The state House as it appeared in 1774.

From a vignette on an old map of Philadelphix

LlBERTi" BkLL.

the heaviest part. Its tone is destroyed by a crack, which ex-

tends from the lip to the crown, passing directly through the

names of the persons who cast it. An attempt was made to re-

store the tone by sawing the crack wider, but without success
;

the melody of the " glory-breathed tone" that thrilled the hearts

of the people on the birth-day of the nation could not be reawak-

ened. The history of this bell is interesting. In 1752, a bell

for the State House was imported from England. On the first

trial-ringing, after its arrival, it was cracked. It was recast by

Pass and Stow, of Philadelphia, in 1753, under the direction of

Isacc Norris, Esq., the then speaker of the Colonial Assembly.

And that is the bell, " the greatest in English America," which
now hangs in the old State House steeple and claims our rever-

erence.^ Upon fillets around its crown, cast there twenty-three

years before the Continental Congress met in the State House, are the words of Holy Writ,
" Proclaim, liberty throvghoul all the land unto all the inhabitants, thereof.''''^ How pro-

phetic I Beneath that very bell the representatives of the thirteen colonies " proclaimed
liberty." Ay, and when the debates were ended, and the result was announced, on the

4th of July, 1776, the iron tongue of that very bell first "proclaimed liberty throughout
all the land, unto all the inhabitants thereof," by ringing out the joyful annunciation for

more than two hours, its glorious melody floating clear and musical as the voice of an angel

Philadelphia. The room had been materially altered by the removal of wainscoting and other architect-

ural ornaments, yet its general features were sufficiently preserved to awaken in the bosom of the veteran
the liveliest emotions. In that hall John Hancock signed the commission of the marquis as major general
in the Continental army

;
and there, during the struggle, the young hero was frequently greeted by the

.supreme legislature as a public benefactor. It was there that he shared the honors (not on the same day)
with Washington, of a grateful reception by Congress, after the capture of Cornwallis ; and there he took
leave of that body, for the last time during the war, and returned to France. In that room the body of the
late ex-president, John Quincy Adams, lay in state while on its progress to the family vault at Quincy.

' Watson says that Captain Hopkins, of the navy, read the Declaration on that occasion, but testimony
appears to predominate in favor of the claims of John Nixon to that honor.

^ When the British army approached Philadelphia, in 1777, this bell, was taken down and carried to a
place of safety. Already the ancient steeple, on account of decay, had been taken down, and a simple
belfry put in its place. The present steeple is quite modern.

^ Leviticus, xxv., 10.
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above the discordant chorus of booming cannon, the roll of drums, and the mingled accla-

mations of the people.

"That old bell is still seen by the patriot's 6)^6,

And he blesses it ever, when journeying by

;

Lon^ years have pass'd o'er it, and yet every soul

Wili thrill, in the night, to its wonderiul roll

;

For it speaks in its bellVy, when kiss'd by the blast.

Like a glory-breathed tone from the mystical past.

Long years shall roll o'er it, and yet every chime

Shall unceasingly tell of an era sublime
;

Oh yes ! if the flame on our altars should pale,

Let its voice but be heard, and the freemen shall start,

To rekindle the fire, while he sees on the gale

All the stars and the stripes of the flag of his heart."

William Ross Wallace.

Here, upon this dusty beam, leaning against the old " Liberty Bell," let us sit a while, and

peruse that brilliant page in our history, whereon is written the record of the Declaration

OF ouFv. Independence.

It is now impossible to determine the precise time when aspirations for political independ-

ence first became a prevailing sentiment among the people of the colonies. The thought, no

doubt, was cherished in many minds years before it found expression
;
but it was not a sub-

ject for public discussion more than a few months before it was brought before Congress by

Richard Henry Lee, of Virginia. A few men, among whom were Dr. Franklin, Samuel

Adams, Patrick Henry, Pvichard Henry Lee, Timothy Dwight, and Thomas Paine, seem

to have had an early impression that political independence was the only cure for the evils

under which the colonies groaned
;

yet these ideas, when expressed, met with little favor,

even among the most ardent patriots.' English writers declare that, from the beginning,

the colonies aimed at political independence ; and Chalmers asserts that there were docu-

ments among the Board of Trade to prove that such had been the desire and intent of thn

colonies through every administration, from the time of the Revolution in England, in 1 688.

As early as 1773, according to Mr. Wirt, Patrick Henry, speaking of Great Britain, said,

" She ivill drive us to extremities ; no accommodation ivill take place ; hostilities will

soon commence ; and a desperate and bloody touch it will be." This, Mr. Wirt asserts,

was said in the presence of Colonel Samuel Overton, who at once asked Mr. Henry if he

thought the colonies sufficiently strong to oppose successfully the fleets and armies of Great

Britain. " I will be candid with you," replied Mr. Henry ;
" I doubt whether we shall

be able, alone, to cope with so powerful a nation ; but," continued he, rising from his chair

with great animation, "where is France? where is Spain? where is Holland? the nat-

ural enemies of Great Britain. Where will they be all this while ? Do you suppose they

will stand by, idle and indifferent spectators to the contest ? Will Louis XVI. be asleep

all this time ? Believe me, ?io ! When Louis XVI. shall be satisfied, by our serious op-

position and our Declaration of Indepe7idence, that all prospect of a reconciliation is gone,

then, and not till then, will he furnish us with arms, ammunition, and clothing ;
and not

with them only, but he will send his fleets and armies to fight our battles for us ;
he will

' Savs Dr. Dwight, " I urged, in conversation with several gentlemen of great respectability, firm Whigs,

and my intimate friends, the importance, and even the necessity, of a declaration of independence on the

part of the colonies, and alleged for this measure the very same arguments which afterward were generally

considered as decisive, but found them disposed to give me and my arguments a hostile and contemptuous,

instead of a cordial reception. Yet, at this time, all the resentment and enthusiasm awakened by the odious

measures of Parliament, by the peculiarly obnoxious conduct of the British agents in this country, and by

the recent battles of Lexington and Breed's Hill, were at the highest pitch. These gentlenienmay be con-

sidered as representatives of the great bod}^ of the thinking men in this country. A fa\||g||^perhaps, be

excepted, but none of these durst at that time openly declare their opinions to the public'. Tor myself, I

regarded the die as cast, and the hopes of reconciliation as vanished, and believed that the colonists would

never be able to defend themselves unless they renounced their dependence on Great Britain. '—Dwight s

Travels in New England, i., 150.
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form a treaty with us, ofl'ensive and defensive, against our unnatural mother. Spain and

Holland will join the confederation I Our independence will be established I and we shall

take our stand among the nations of the earth I" How literally these predictions were soon

fulfilled the pen of history has already recorded.

Dr. Franklin talked of total political emancipation as early as 1774 ; and yet Jay, Mad-

ison, Richard Penn, and others positively assert that, until after the meeting of the second

Congress in 1775, there was no serious thought of independence entertained. Washington,

in a letter to his early friend. Captain Mackenzie, written in October, 1774, said, in reply

to an intimation of that officer that the province of Massachusetts was seeking independ-

ency, " Give me leave to add, and I think I can announce it as a fact, that it is not the

wish or interest of that government, or any other upon this continent, separately or collect-

ively, to set up for independence."

Although smarting under the lash of ministerial aggressions upon their rights, the colo-

nists, prompted by the pride of political and social birth-right, as children of Great Britain,

maintained a loyal spirit, and a separation from the British empire was a proposition too

startling to be readily embraced, or even favorably received by the great mass of the people,

who regarded " Old England" with filial reverence. But when Britain sent fleets and ar-

mies hither to coerce submission to her injustice ;
" to plunder oQr seas, ravage our coasts,

burn our towns, harass our people, and eat out their substance ;" M'hen king. Lords, and

Commons became totally "deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity," the colonies

were obliged to " acquiesce in the necessity which compelled them to dissolve the political

bands which connected them with the parent state, and to assume among the powers of the

earth the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God en-

titled them." " The lightning of the Crusades was in the people's hearts, and it needed but

a single electric touch to make it blaze forth upon the world," says James, in writing of an

earlier disruption of political systems. Likewise, the flame of desire for absolute independ-

ence glowed in every patriot bosom at the beginning of 1776, and the vigorous paragraphs

of Coi7i7non Sense,^ and kindred publications, laboring with the voice of impassioned oratory

' This was the title of a pamphlet written by Thomas Paine, and published about the commencement of

1776. It is said to have been prepared at the .suggestion of Dr. Rush, of Philadelphia. It was the earliest

and most powerful appeal in behalf of independence, and probably did mc«re to fix that idea firmly in the

public mind than any other instrumentality. After giving many and weighty reasons why the Americans

should seek independence, he said, " It matters little, now, what the King of England either says or does.

He hath wickedly broken through every moral and human obligation, trampled nature and conscience

beneath his feet, and by a steady and constitutional spirit of insolence and cruelty procured for himself

a universal hatred. It is now the interest of America to provide for herself. Independence is the

only bond that will tie and keep us together. We shall then see our object, and our ears will be legally

shut against the schemes of an intriguing, as well as cruel, enemy. We shall then, too, be on a proper

footing to treat with Great Britain ; for there is reason to conclude that the pride of that court will be less

hurt by treating with the American States for terms of peace, than with those whom she denominates " re-

bellious subjects" for terms of accommodation. It is our delaying it that encourages her to hope for con-

quest, and our backwardness tends only to prolong the war O ye that love mankind ! ye that dare

oppose not only the tyranny, but the tyrant, stand forth ! Every spot of the Old World is overrun with

oppression. Freedom hath been hunted round the globe. Asia and Africa hath long expelled her ; Eu-
rope regards her like a stranger, and England hath given her warning to depart. Oh ! receive the fugitive,

and prepare, in time, an asylum for mankind." Such were the trumpet tones of Common Sense which

aroused the people to action. So highly was its influence esteemed, that the Legislature of Pennsylvania

voted the author $2500. Washington, writing to Joseph Reed from Cambridge, on the 31st of January,

1776, said, " A few more of such flaming arguments as were exhibited at Falmouth and Norfolk [two towns

burned by the British], added to the sound doctrine and unanswerable reasoning contained in the pamphlet

Common Sense, will not leave numbers at a loss to decide" upon the propriety of a separation. Again,

writing to the same gentleman two months afterward, he said, " By private letters which I have lately re-

ceived from Virginia, I find that Common Sense is working a powerful change there in the minds of many
men." Common Sense was the signature which Paine usually afiixed to his earlier political writings.

Paine also wrote a series of political pamphlets called The Crisis, which were admirably adapted to the

state of the times, and which did much toward keeping alive the spirit of determined rebellion against the

unjust government of Great Britain. They were put forth at different times, from the close of 1776 until

the end of the war. The first number was published in December, 1776. Paine was then in Washing-
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First public Movements favorable to Independence. Paine's Crisis. The Ministry order it to be Burned. The Result.

at every public gathering of the people, uncapped the volcano, and its brilliant coruscations

were seen and hailed with a shout throughout our broad land.

The colonial assemblies soon began to move in the matter. North Carolina was the first

to take the bold progressive step toward independence. By a vote of a convention held on

the 22d of April, 1776, the representatives of that state in the Continental Congress were

authorized " to concur with those in the other colonies in declaring independence.'" Mas-

sachusetts took a similar step. On the 10th, the General Assembly requested the people

of that colony, at the then approaching election of new representatives, to give them instruc-

tions on the subject of independence.' Pursuant to this request, the people of Boston, in

town meeting assembled on the 23d, instructed their representatives to use their best en-

deavors to have their delegates in Congress " advised that, in case Congress should think it

necessary, for the safety of the united colonies, to declare themselves independent of Great

Britain, the inhabitants of that colony, with their lives and the renifiants of their fortunes,

would most cheerfully support them in the measure." The Convention of Virginia passed

a similar resolution on the 17th of May,' but going further, by instructing their represent-

atives to proiJose a declaration of independence. So, also, did the Assembly of Rhode Island,

during its session in that month." On the 8th of June the New York delegates asked for

special instructions on that subject ; but the Provincial Assembly, deeming itself incompe-

tent to instruct without the previous sanction of the people, did no more than to recom-

mend them to signify their sentiments at the new election just at hand. The Assembly of

ton's camp. The pamphlet was read to every corporal's guard, and its strong and truthful language had

a powerful effect in the army and among the people at large.* The second Crisis was published in Jan-

uary, 1777. It was addressed to Lord Howe,t and ridiculed his proclamations, &c. The third number

was published at Philadelphia on the 19th of April, 1777. This was devoted to an examination of events

since the Declaration of Independence, and a reiteration of arguments in favor of that measure. In Sep-

tember, immediately after the battle on the Brandywine, the fourth Crisis was published. It was a cheer-

ing trumpet-blast for the army- In March, 1778, the fifth Crisis was published at Lancaster, in Pennsyl-

vania. It consisted of a letter to Sir William Howe, and an address to the inhabitants of America. The

si.xth Crisis, consisting of a letter to the British commissioners (Carlisle, Clinton, and Eden), was published

at Philadelphia, in October, 1778. The seventh number was published at Philadelphia, on the 21st of No-

vember, 1778. It was addressed to the people of England. The eighth Crisis, which was a second ad-

dress to the people of England, was published in March, 1780 ; in June following the ninth number was

published ; and in October of the same year, a long discussion on the subject of taxes, called A Crisis ex-

traordinary, was published. t The last three numbers were written at the instigation of Robert Morris, the

financier, with the knowledge and approval of Washington. Two others were published during the war

;

one discussed general topics, the other, published in May, 1782, considered " The present State of News."

When the first number of the Crisis reached England, it was seized and ordered to be burned near West-

minster Hall by the common hangman. A large concourse of people assembled ; the fire was put out by

the populace, and dead dogs and cats were thrown on the ashes. Acts of Parliament were then cast upon

the heap, and consumed. Sir Richard Steele wrote a political pamphlet called The Crisis, in 1714, for

which he was expelled from his seat in the House of Commons.
' A portion of North Carolina made a much earlier and very important movement toward independence,

of which I shall hereafter WTite in detail. I refer to the Mecklenberg Convention, in May, 1775.

' Bradford, p. 104.
^ After its adoption, the Convention proceeded to the establishment of a regular independent government,

a course which Congress shortly afterward recommended to all the states.

' The Assembly directed the oath of allegiance thereafter to be in the name of the Colony of Rhode

Island, instead of to the King of Great Britain.

* Among other equally strong paragi-aphs was the following :
" I have as little superstition in me as any man living, but my

secret opinion has ever been, and still is, that God Almighty will not give up a people to military destruction, or leave them

unsupportedly to perish, who had so earnestly and repeatedly sought to avoid the calamities of war by every decent method

which wisdom could invent. Neither have I so much of the infidel in me as to suppose that He has relinquished the govern-

ment of the world, and given us up to the care of devils ; and as I do not, I can not see on what grounds the King of Great

Britain can look up to heaven for help against us : a common murderer, a highwayman, or a housebreaker has as good a pre-

tense as he."

t Paine also wrote a poetical Epistle to Lord Howe, of which the following is the closing stanza

:

" Since, then, no hopes to civilize remain,

And mild philosophy has preach'd in vain,

One pray'r is left, which dreads no proud reply.

That he who made you breathe will make you die."

I This was writen in March, but was not published until Autumn.
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Timidity in the State Legislatures. State Governments Recommended. Lee's Resolution for Independence.

Connecticut, on the 14th of June, instructed the delegates from that colony to give their

assent to a declaration of independence ; on the 15th the New Hampshire Provincial Con-

gress issued similar instructions, and on the 21st, the new delegates from New Jersey were

instructed to act in the matter as their judgments should dictate.

In the Pennsylvania Assembly, several months previously, the subject of inde- November,

pendence had been hinted at. The Conservatives were alarmed, and procured
^""''*-

the adoption of instructions to their delegates adverse to such an idea. In June these

restrictions were removed, but the delegates were neither instructed nor officially per-

mitted to concur with the other colonies in a declaration of independence. The Conven-

tion of Maryland, by a resolution adopted about the last of May, positively forbade their del-

egates voting for independence. Georgia, South Carolina, and Delaware took no action on

the subject, and their delegates were left free to vote as they pleased.

Thus stimulated by affirmative action in various colonies, the desire for independence

became a living principle in the hall of the Continental Congress, and that principle found

utterance, albeit with timorous voice. Congress resolved, " That it be recom-
j J xi 1 11- 1

•
r- 1 T , • ,

May 10, 1776.
mended to the several assemblies and conventions oi the united colonies, where

no government sufficient to the exigencies of their affairs hath hitherto been established, to

adopt such a government as shall, in the opinions of the representatives of the people, best

conduce to the happiness and safety of their constituents in particular, and America in gen-

eral.'" This was certainly a bold step, yet not sufficiently positive and comprehensive as

a basis of energetic action in favor of independence. The hearts of a majority in Congress

yearned with an irrepressible zeal for the consummation of an event which they knew to be

inevitable, yet there seemed to be no one courageous enough in that assembly to step forth

and take the momentous responsibility of lifting the knife that should sever the cord which

bound the American colonies to the British throne. The royal government M^onld mark
that man as an arch rebel, and all its energies would be brought to bear to quench his spirit

or to hang him on a gibbet.

We have seen that Virginia instructed her representatives in Congress to jiro'po&e inde-

pendence ; she had a delegate equal to the task. In the midst of the doubt, and dread,

and hesitation which for twenty days had brooded over the national assembly, Richard

Henry Lee'^ arose, and, with his clear, musical voice, read aloud the resolution,

" That these united colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent

states ; and that all political connection between us and the State of Great Britain is, and

ought to be, totally dissolved." John Adams immediately seconded the resolution. To
shield them from the royal ire. Congress directed its secretary to omit the names of its mover

and seconder, in the Journals. The record says, " Certain resolutions respecting independ-

ency being moved and seconded, Rewlved, that the consideration of them be deferred until

to-morrow morning
; and that the members be enjoined to attend punctually at ten o'clock,

in order to take the same into their consideration." The resolution was not considered until

three days afterward, when it was resolved to " postpone its further consideration

until the first day of July next ; and, in the mean while, that no time be lost, in

case Congress agree thereto, that a committee be appointed to prepare a declaration to that

effect." This committee was appointed on the 11th, and consisted of Thomas Jefferson,

of Virginia ; John Adams, of Massachusetts ; Benjamin Franklin, of Pennsylvania ; Roger
Sherman, of Connecticut ; and Robert R. Livingston, of New York. On the evening of

' John Adams, Edward Rntledge, and Richard Henry Lee were appointed a committee to prepare a
preamble to this resolution. See Journals of Congress, ii., 158. In this preamble it was declared " irrec-

oncilable to reason and a good conscience for the colonists to take the oaths required lor the support of the

government under the crown of Great Britain."' It was also declared necessary that all royal power should

be suppressed, and " all the powers of government exerted under the authority of the people of the colonies,

for the preservation of internal peace, virtue, and good order, as well as for the defense of their lives, liber-

ties, and properties, against the hostile invasions and civil depredations of their enemies."

—

Journals, ii., Ifi6.

^ A portrait of Mr. Lee will be found among those in the frontispiece to this volume, and a sketch of his

life, with those of the other signers, in the Appendix.
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Absence of R. H. Lee. Jetferson's Draft of the Declaration. Reasons why he was Chosen to Write it.

the 10th, Mr. Lee received intelhgence by express that his wife was seriously ill, and he

was compelled to ask leave of absence for a short time. He left Philadelphia the next

morning-, and this fact accounts for the omission of his name in the formation of the com-

mittee on that day. Mr. Jefferson was appointed chairman of the committee, and to him

his colleagues assigned the task of preparing the draft of a declaration to be presented to

Congress.' It was drawn with care, and was unanimously adopted by the committee, after

a few verbal alterations by Adams and Franklin.

On the 1st of July, pursuant to agreement, Mr. Lee's motion was brought up in the

committee of the whole House, Benjamin Harrison, of Virginia (father of the late President

Harrison), in the chair. The draft of a declaration of independence was reported at the

same time, and for three consecutive days it was debated by paragraphs seriatim. Many
alterations, omissions, and amendments were made. The following is a copy of that orig-

inal draft, before any amendments were made in committee of the whole. The passages

omitted by Congress are printed in italics, and the substitutions are given in notes at the

bottom of the page.^

''A Declaration by the Representativc& of the United States of America, in general

Congress assembled.

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the

political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume, among the powers

of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare

the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident : that all men are created equal ; that they are

endowed by their Creator with inherent and inalienable^ rights ; that among these are

^ Mr. Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence at his lodgings, in the house of Mrs. Clynier, on

the southwest corner of Seventh and Hicfh Streets, Philadelphia.—See Watson's Annals., ii., 309. John

Adams, in his autobiography, gives the following reasons why Mr. Jefferson was chosen to write the Dec-

laration :
" Mr. Jefferson had been now about a year a member of Congress, but had attended his duty in the

House a very small part of the time, and when there had never spoken in public. During the whole time

I sat with him in Congress, I never heard him utter three sentences together.

" It will naturally be inquired how it happened that he was appointed on a committee of such importance.

There were more reasons than one. Mr. Jefferson had the reputation of a masterly pen ; he had been

chosen a delegate in Vii-ginia in consequence of a very handsome public paper which he had written for

the House of Burgesses, which had given him the character of a fine writer. Another reason was, that

Mr. Richard Henry Lee was not beloved by the most of his colleagues from Virginia, and Mr. Jefferson was
sent up to rival and supplant him. This could be done only by the pen, for Mr. Jefferson could stand no

competition with him, or any one else, in elocution and public debate.

" The committee had several meetings, in which were proposed the articles of which the Declaration was
to consist, and minutes made of them. The committee then appointed Mr. Jefferson and me to draw them

up in form, and clothe them in a proper dress. The sub-committee met, and considered the minutes, making

such observations on them as then occurred, when Mr. Jefferson desired me to take them to my lodgings,

and make the draft. This I declined, and gave several reasons for so doing :

" 1. That he was a Virginian, and I a Massachusettensian. 2. That he was a Southern man, and I a

Northern one. 3. That I had been so obnoxious for my early and constant zeal in promoting the measure,

that every draft of mine would undergo a more severe scrutiny and criticism in Congress than one of his

composition. 4. And lastly, and that would be reason enough, if there were no other, I had a great opin-

ion of the elepance of his pen, and none at all of my own. I therefore insisted that no hesitation should be

made on his part. He accordingly took the minutes, and in a day or two produced to me his draft."

^ On the 8th of July, four days after the amended Declaration was adopted, Mr. Jefferson wrote the fol-

lowing letter, and sent it, with the original draft, to Mr. Lee

:

"Philadelphia, July 8, 1776.
" Dear Sir,—For news, I refer you to your brother, who writes on that head. I inclose you a copy of

the Declaration of Independence, as agreed to by the House, and also as originally framed
;
you will judge

whether it is the better or the worse for the critics. I shall return to Virginia after the 11th of August.

I wish my successor may be certain to come before that time : in that case, I shall hope to see you, and

not Wythe, in convention, that the business of government, which is of everlasting concern, may receive

your aid. Adieu, and believe me to be your friend and servant, Thomas Jefferson.
"To Richard Henry Lee, Esq."

' Certain unalienable
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life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ; that, to secure these rights, governments are

instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed ; that,

whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the

people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation on

such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely

to efiect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that governments, long

established, should not be changed for light and transient causes. And, accordingly, all

experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,

than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when

a long train of abuses and usurpations, begun at a distinguished 'period, and pursuing inva-

riably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their

right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their fu-

ture security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies ; and such is now the

necessity which constrains them to exjnmge^ their former systems of government. The his-

tory of the present King of Great Britain is a history of unremittuig^ injuries and usurpa-

tions ; among ivhich appears no solitary fact to co?itradict the tmiform tenor of the rest

;

but all have^^ in direct object, the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these states.

To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world
; for the truth of ivhich loe pledge

a faith yet unsullied by falsehood.

He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and necessary for the public

good.

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless

suspended in their operation till his assent should be obtained ; and when so suspended, he

has neglected utterhf to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless

those people would relinquish the right of representation in the Legislature ; a right ines-

timable to them, and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant

from the repository of their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into com-

pliance with his measures.

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly and contimially, for opposing with

manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused, for a long time after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected,

•whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at

large for their exercise, the state remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of

invasion from without and convulsions within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states : for that purpose obstructing

the laws for naturalization of foreigners ; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations

hither ; and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands.

He has suffered the administration, of justice totally to cease i)i some of these states,^

refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers.

He has made our judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices and

the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of new offices by a selfassumed poiver, and sent hither

swarms of officers to harass our people and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies and ships of war, without the

consent of our Legislatures.

He has affected to render the military independent of, and superior to, the civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitutions,

and unacknowledged by our laws
;
giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation :

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us
;

1 Alter - Repeated ^ Having
* Utterly neglected * He has obstructed the administration of justice, by
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For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any murders which they

should commit on the inhabitants of these states
;

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world ;

For imposing taxes on us without our consent
;

For depriving us' of the benefits of trial by jury ; -

For transporting us beyond the seas to be tried for pretended offenses
;

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring province, establishing

therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to render it at once an

example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these states ;'^

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering funda-

mentally the forms of our governments
;

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to

legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated government here, ivithdraivifig his governors, cmd^ declaring us out

of his allegiance and protection, and waging war against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our towns, and destroyed the lives

of our people.

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete the works

of death, desolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy^

unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

He has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless Indian sav-

ages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and

conditions of existence ; he has excited treasonable insurrections of our felloic-citizens %oith

the allurements offorfeiture and confiscation of our property.

He has constrained others,^ taken captive on the high seas, to bear arms against their

country, to become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by

their hands.

He lias waged cruel ivar against human nature itself violating its most sacred rights

of life and liberty in the persons of a distant people, tvho never offended him, captivating

and carrying therJi into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur tniserable death in

their transportation thither. This piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel fowers,

is the ivarfare of the Christian King of Great Britain. Determined to keep open a

market where men should be bought and sold, he has prostit^ited his negative for suppress-

ing every legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain this execrable commerce. And that

this assemblage of horrors might vxmt 'no fact of distinguished dye, he is rwxo exciting

those very people to rise in a.rms among us, and to purchase that liberty of xvhich he has

deprived them by murdering the people upon whom he obtruded them : thus paying off

former crimes committed o^gainst the liberties of one people ivith criines which he urges

them to commit against the lives of another.^

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the most humble

terms : our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince whose

character is thus marked by every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler

' In many cases "^ Colonies "^ By
* Scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally ^ Our fellow-citizens

® It has been asserted that this paragraph was expunged because it was not palatable to those delegates

who were slaveholders, and that it was stricken out lest it should cause them to cast a negative vote on the

question. There is no proof that such selfish motives actuated any member of that assembly. It was a

sacred regard for truth which caused it to be stricken out. No such charge as the paragraph contained

oould justly be made against George III., then under arraio^nment. The slave-trade was begun and car-

ried on long before the reiiin of any of his house, and it is not known that he ever gave his assent to any

thing relating to slavery, except to abolish it, and to declare the trade a piracy. By a resolution offered

by Charles F. Mercer, of Virrrinia, and adopted by Congress in 1817, the slave-trade was declared " a pira-

cy." Mr. .Tefferson was the first American statesman, and probably the first writer of modern times, who

denounced that infamous traffic as "a piratical warfare."—See Life of Richard Henry Lee, i., 176.
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of du 2)eople lolio mean to he free} Future ages will scarce believe that the hardiness of
one man adventured, ivithin. the short comjjass of twelve years only, to build a foundation,

so broad and undisguised, for tyranny over a people fostered and fixed in principles of
freedom.

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned
them, from time to time, of attempts by their Legislature to extend «' juri.sdiction over these

our states.' We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settle-

ment here, no one of ivldclo coidd warrant so strange a 2}retension ; that these ivere effected

at the expense of our oivn blood and treasure, ^massisted by the ivealth or the strength of
Great Britain ; that in constituting, indeed, our several forms of government, we had
adopted one commo7i king, thereby laying a foundation for perpetual league and amity

with them ; but that submission to their Parliament was no part of our Constitution, nor

ever in idea, if history may be credited ; and we^ appealed to their native justice and mag-
nanimity, as icell as to^ the ties of our common kindred, to disavow these usurpations, which

were likely to^ interrupt our connection and correspondence. They too have been deaf to

the voice of justice and of consanguinity ; and icheyi occasions have been given them, b%j the

regular course, of their laivs, of removing from their councils the disturbers of our har-

mony, they have, by their free election, re-established them in poioer. At this very time,

too, they are permitting their chief magistrate to send over, not only soldiers of our com-

mon blood, but [Scotch'' and^ foreign mercenaries to invade and destroy us. These facts

have given the last stab to agonizing affectio7i, and manly spirit bids us to renoimce for-

ever these unfeeling brethren. We must e^ideavor to forget our former love for them ; we
must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which denounces our separation, and hold them,

as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war ; in peace, friends.

We might have been a free and great people together; but a communication of gran-

deur and offreedom, it seems, is below their dignity. Be it so, since they ivill have it.

The road to hajypiness and to glory is open to us too ; ive ivill climb it apart froin them,

and acquiesce in the necessity lohich denounces our eternal separation.

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America in general Congress as-

sembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do,

in the name, and by the authority of the good people of these states,^ reject and renounce all

allegiance and subjection to the kings of Great Britain, and all others who may Itereafter

claim by, tlirough, or tiiuler them ; ive utterly dissolve all political connection ivhich may
heretofore have subsisted between us and the Parliament or people of Great Britain

;

and, finally, %ve do assert the colonies to be free and independent states ; and that, as free

and independent states, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances,

establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent states may of

right do. And, for the support of this declaration, we mutually pledge to each other our

lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor."

Mr. Lee's resolution, declaring the colonies " free and independent states," was adopted

on the 2d of July, and that day, rather than the 4th, should be celebrated as our national

anniversary. It was only the for?7i of the Declaration, which accompanied the resolution,

that was adopted on the latter day.

The debates on the question of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence were long

and animated, for there was very little unanimity in feeling and opinion when they began

in June. Ptichard Henry Lee, the Adamses, of Massachusetts, Dr. Witherspoon, of New
Jersey, and Edward Rutledge, of South Carolina, were the chief speakers in favor of the

measure, and John Dickenson, of Pennsylvania, against it. Although it was evident, from

' Free people ' An unwarrantable •'' Us
'' Have * And we have conjured them by

'
'' Would inevitably

^ Doctor Wither.spoon, who was a Scotchman by birth, moved the striking out of the word Scotch.

* Colonies
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Note.—This draft is in the handwriting of Mr. Jefferson. The amendments were made by Dr. Frank-

lin and John Adams. The alterations, by interlining, in the portion here given, are in the handwriting of

Mr. Adams. It will be perceived, by a comparison, that nearly the whole of this paragraph was omitted

in the Declaration adopted on the 4th of July.

II. T
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Action of the several Colonies on the Subject of Independence. Adoption of the Declaration.

the first introduction of the resolution, that a majority of the colonies would vote for it, its

friends were fearful that a %inanimous, vote of the colonies could not be obtained, inasmuch

as the Assemblies of Maryland and Pennsylvania had refused to sanction the measure, and

South Carolina, Georgia, and New York were silent. The delegates from Maryland were

unanimously in favor of it, while those from Pennsylvania were divided. On the 24th of

June, at a convention held in Philadelphia, the people expressed their willingness, by

resolution, "to concur in a vote of Congress, declaring the united colonies free and in-

dependent states ;" and by the unwearied exertions and great influence of Charles Carroll,

William Paca, Samuel Chase, and others, the Convention of Maryland recalled their former

instructions on the 28th of June, and empowered their delegates "to concur with the other

colonies in a declaration of independence." The most important barriers to unanimity were

now broken down. When a vote was taken in committee of the whole House, all

the colonies assented to the Declaration, except Pennsylvania and Delaware ; four

of the seven delegates of the former voting against it, and the two delegates who were pres-

ent from Delaware were divided—Thomas M'Kean favoring it, George Read opposing it.

Mr. M'Kean, burning with a desire to have his state speak in favor of the great measure,

immediately sent an express after Caesar Rodney, the other delegate from Delaware, then

eighty miles distant. Rodney was in the saddle within ten minutes after he received Mr.

M'Kean's letter, and arrived in Philadelphia on the morning of the 4th of July, just before

the final vote was taken. Thus Delaware was secured. On that day the Declaration was

taken up for final decision. Robert Morris and John Dickenson, of Pennsylvania, were ab-

sent. The former was in favor of, the latter was against the measure. Of the other five

who were present. Doctor Franklin, James Wilson, and John Morton were in favor of it,

and Thomas Willing and Charles Humphreys were opposed to it ; so the vote of Pennsyl-

vania was also secured in favor of the Declaration. The question was taken, and on the

4th of July, 1776, a unanimous vote of the thirteen colonies' was given in favor of the

great Declaration which pronounced them Free and independent states.^ The annun-

ciation was made in the following plain manner in the journal of Congress for that day :

" Agreeably to the order of the day, the Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into their further consideration the Declaration ; and, after some time, the

president resumed the chair, ^ and Mr. Harrison reported that the committee have agreed to

a declaration, which they desired him to report.'' The Declaration being read, was agreed

to as follows :

A DECLARATION BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, IN

CONGRESS ASSEMBLED.

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve

the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume, among the

powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of na-

ture's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they

should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be selfevident—that all men are created equal ; that they are

' Georgia was not represented in the Congress of 1774. On tiie 20th of July, 1775, Congress received

a letter from the convention of that colony, setting forth that it had acceded to the general Association, and

appointed delegates to attend Congress.—See Journals of Congress, i., 161.

2 On the 9th of September, 1776, Congress resolved, "That in all Continental commissions, and other

instruments, where heretofore the words ' United Colonies' have been used, the style be altered, for the fu-

ture, to the ^United States.'' "

—

Ibid., ii., 328. From that day the word colony is not known in our his-

torj-.

3 John Hancock was then President of Congress. He was chosen to that post on the 19th of May, 1775,

as successor to Peyton Randolph, who was called to his home in Virginia. Randolph was now dead.

* The great importance of this event does not seem to have been realized even by many men in public

life. Anderson,' in his Constitutional Gazette, announced the fact thus, as a mere on dit, without commen-

tary or further reference to the subject :
" On Tuesday last the Continental Congress declared the united

Colonies free and independent States."
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endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights ; that among these are life, liberty,

and the pursuit of happiness. That, to secure these rights, governments are instituted araono

men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed ; that, whenever any form

of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or

abolish it, and to institute a new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety

and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should

not be changed for light and transient causes ; and, accordingly, all experience hath shown
that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right them-

selves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of

abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce

them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such govern-

ment, and to provide new guards for their future security. Such has been the patient suf-

ferance of these colonies ; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their

former systems of government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history

of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an abso-

lute tyranny over these states. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing impoi-tance, unless

suspended in their operations till his assent should be obtained ; and, when so suspended, he

has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless

those people would relinquish the right of representation in the Legislature—a right ines-

timable to them, and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant

from the repository of their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into com-

pliance with his measures.

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing, with manly firmness, his

invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused, for a long time after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected

;

whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at

large for their exercise ; the state remaining, in the mean time, exposed to all the dangers

of invasion from without and convulsions within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states ; for that purpose obstruct-

ing the laws for the naturalization of foreigners ; refusing to pass others to encourage their

migration hither, and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands.

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws for estab-

lishing judiciary powei's.

He has made judges dependent on his will alone for the tenure of their offices, and the

amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers, to harass

our people and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, without the consent of our

Legislatures.

He has affected to render the military independent of, and superior to, the civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitutions,

and Txnacknowledged by our laws
;
giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation :

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us
;

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any murders which they should

commit on the inhabitants of these states
;

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world

;

For imposing taxes on us without our consent

;

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury
;
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For transporting us beyond seas, to be tried for pretended offenses ;

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring province, establishing

therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to render it at once an

example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these colonies
;

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering, funda-

mentally, the forms of our governments
;

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to

legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his protection, and waging

war against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our towns, and destroyed the lives

of our people.

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries, to complete the

works of death, desolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and

perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a

civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the high seas, to bear arms

against their country, to become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall

themselves by their hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections among us, and has endeavored to bring on the

inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is

an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and conditions.

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the most humble
terms : our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince whose

character is thus marked by every act which may define a tyrant is unfit to be the ruler

of a free people.'

Nor have we been wanting in our attentions to our British brethren. We have warned
them, from time to time, of attempts by their Legislature to extend an unwarrantable juris-

diction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and set-

tlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have

conjured them by the ties of our common kindred, to disavow these usurpations, which would

inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They, too, have been deaf to the

voice .of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which
denounces our separation, and hold them as we hold the rest of mankind—enemies in war

—

in peace, friends.

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America, in general Congress

assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,

do, in the name and by the authority of the good people of these colonies, solemnly publish

and declare that these united colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent

states : that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British crown, and that all polit-

ical connection between them and the state of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally

dissolved ; and that,, as free and independent states, they have full power to levy war, con-

clude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which
independent states may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm

reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives,

our fortunes, and our sacred honor.

It was two o'clock in the afternoon when the final decision was announced by Secretary

Thomson to the assembled Congress in Independence Hall. It was a moment of solemn

interest ; and when the secretary sat down, a deep silence pervaded that august assembly.

' The undisputed records of our colonial history bear ample testimony to the truth of every charge con-

tained in this indictment. These I have cited in a small volume containing Biographical Sketches of the

Signers of the Declaration of Independence, and the Declaration Historically Considered.
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Ringing of the Liberty Bell. Signers of the Declaration. Its Reception in New York and elsewhere.

Thousands of anxious citizens had gathered in the streets of Philadelphia, for it was known
that the final decision was to be made on that day. From the hour when Congress con-

vened in the morning, the old bellman had been in the steeple. He placed a boy at the

door below, to give him notice when the announcement should be made. As hour suc-

ceeded hour, the gray-beard shook his head, and said, " They will never do it I they will

never do it I" Suddenly a loud shout came up from below, and there stood the blue-eyed

boy, clapping his hands and shouting, " Ring I ring I" Grasping the iron tongue of the

old bell against which we are now leaning, backward and forward he hurled it a hundred

times, its loud voice proclaiming " Liberty throughout all the land, unto all the inhabitants

thereof." The excited multitude in the streets responded with loud acclamations, and with

cannon-peals, bonfires, and illuminations, the patriots held a glorious carnival that night in

the quiet city of Penn.

The Declaration of Independence was signed by John Hancock, the president of Con-

gress, only, on the day of its adoption, and thus it went forth to the world. Congress

ordered it to be entered at length upon the journals. It was also ordered to be engrossed

upon parchment, for the delegates to sign it. This last act was performed on the second

day of August following, by the fifty-four delegates then present ; it was subsequently signed

by two others,' making the whole number fifty-six.^ A fac simile of their signatures, care-

fully copied from the original at Washington City, is given on the two following pages.

The Declaration was every where applauded ; and in the camp, in cities, churches, and pop-

ular assemblies, it was greeted with every demonstration of joy. Washington received it

at head-quarters in New York on the 9th of July,^ and caused it to be read, at six o'clock

that evening, at the head of each brigade. It was heard with attention, and welcomed

with loud huzzas by the troops ; and on that same evening the populace pulled down the

leaden equestrian statue of George III., which was erected in the Bowling Green, at the

foot of Broadway, in 1770, and broke it in pieces. The material was afterward consigned

to the bullet-molds. Other demonstrations of mingled joy and indignation were made in

New York then, which will be more fully noticed hereafter.

The Declaration was read to a vast assemblage collected in and around Faneuil Hall, in

Boston, by Colonel Crafts, at noon, on the 17th of July. When the last paragraph escaped

his lips, a loud huzza shook the old " Cradle of Liberty." It was echoed from without
;

and soon the batteries on Fort Hill, Dorchester, Nantasket, and Long Island boomed forth

their cannon acclamations in thirteen rounds. A banquet followed, and bonfires and illu-

minations made glad the city of the Puritans.
,
In Philadelphia, the grand demonstration

was made on the 8th of July. From the platform of an observatory, erected near the Wal-

' These were Thomas M'Kean, of Delawai-e, and Matthew Thornton, of New Hampshire. The former,

on account of absence with a regiment of City Jlssociators, of which he was colonel, did not sign it until

October. Doctor Thornton was not a member of Congress when the Declaration was signed, but, being

elected in the autumn following, he obtained permission to sign the instrument, and affixed his signature

to it in November.
^ The delegates represented the several states as follows : New Hampshire : Josiah Bartlett, William

Whipple, Matthew Thornton. Massachusetts : John Hancock, John Adams, Samuel Adams, Robert Treat

Paine. Rhode Island : Elbridge Gerry, Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery. Connecticut : Roger Sher-

man, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver Wolcott. New York : William Floyd, Philip Living-

ston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris. New Jersey : Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkin-

son, John Hart, Abraham Clark. Pennsylvania : Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John

Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, George Tayloi", James Wilson, George Ross. Delaware : Caesar

Rodney, George Read, Thomas M'Kean. Maryland : Samuel Chase, Thomas Stone, William Paca, Charles

Carroll, of CarroUton. Virginia : George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harri-

son, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton. North Carolina : William Hooper, Jo-

seph Hewes, John Penn. South Carolina : Edward Rutledge, Thomas Hayward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr.,

Arthur Middleton. Georgia : Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton.

3 On the same day, the Provincial Assembly of New York, then in session at White Plains, adopted a

resolution expressive of their approbation of the measure, at the same time pledging their lives and fortunes

in support of it. They also, by resolution, gave their delegates in Congress liberty to act in future, upon

all public measures, in accordance with their best judgments. See Journals of Congress, ii., 250.
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nut Street front of the State House, by Rittenhouse, many years before, for the purpose of

observing a transit of Venus, John Nixon read the Declaration to a vast concourse of people

gathered from the city and surrounding country. When the reading w^as finished, the king's

arms over the seat of justice in the court room' were torn down and burned in the street

;

and at evening bonfires were lighted, the houses were illuminated, and it was not until a

thunder-shower at midnight compelled the people to retire, that the sounds of gladness were

hushed. Newport, New London, Williamsburgh, Norfolk, Charleston, Savannah, and other

large towns, manifested their great joy ; and from every inhabited hill and valley, town and

hamlet of the old Thirteen States, arose the melodies of freedom, awakened by this great

act of the people's proxies. Thousands of hearts in Europe, beating strongly with hope for

the future, were deeply impressed. Bold men caught the symphony, and prolonged its glad

liarmony, even until it wooed sleeping slaves from their slumbers in the shadows of despot-

' The second story of the State House was occupied by the courts ; and while the Continental Congress
was in session below, the Provincial Assemblies met above.
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'JTie Principles of the Declaration, and their Eflfects. Opinions oi'Raynal, Mirabeau, and Napoleon.

ism forth to the clear light, panoplied in the armor of absolute right. France was aroused,

and turning in its bed of submission, like the Titans beneath old iEtna, to look for light and

liberty, an earthquake shock ensued, which shook thrones, crumbled feudal altars, whereon

_ _ equality was daily sacrificed, and so rent the

vail of the temple of despotism, that the people

saw plainly the fetters and instruments of un-

holy rule, huge and terrible, within the inner

court. They pulled down royalty, overturned

distinctions, and gave the first impulse to the

revolutions which have since spread from that

focus to purify the political atmosphere of Eu-

rope. Back to our glorious manifesto the strug-

gling nations look, and, when they wish to ar-

raign their tyrants, that indictment is their text

and guide.' Its specific charges against George

the Third of course are irrelevant, but the great

truths set forth have no limit in their applica-

tion and appositeness.

Walnut Stkeet Front of the "-tate House in 1"

From an old Print of the Period.

" Throughout the world its voice is sounding !

Life and death are in its call

!

Kings and thrones in dust confounding
;

Millions rising o'er their fall

!

Brothers, on ! till, bless'd as we,

They've plenty, peace, and Liberty !"

Mrs. R. Balmanno.

" E'en now the word that rous'd our land

Is calling o'er the waves, 'Awake!'
And pealing on from strand to strand,

Wherever ocean surges break.

Up to the quicken'd ear of toil

It rises from the teeming soil,

And bids the slave his bonds forsake.

Hark ! from the mountain to the sea,

The 01(1 World echoes ' Liberty !'

Till thrones to their foundations shake."

Mary E. Hewitt.

It was an easy matter to declare the colonies free and independent ; it was not so easy

^ " With what grandeur, with what enthusiasm, should I not speak of those generous men who erected

this grand edifice by their patience, their wisdom, and their courage!" wrote the Abbe Raynal in 1781.
" Hancock, Franklin, the two Adamses, were the greatest actors in this affecting scene ; but they were not

the only ones. Posterity shall know them all. Their honored names shall be transmitted to it by a hap-

pier pen than mine. Brass and marble shall show them to remotest ages. In beholding them, shall the

friend of freedom feel his heart palpitate with joy—feel his eyes float in delicious tears. Under the bust

of one of them has been written, He wrested thunder from heaven and the scepter from tyrants.*
Of the last words of this eulogy shall all of them partake."—Essay on The Revolution in America.

" I ask," exclaimed Mirabeau, on the tribune of the National Assembly of France, w-hile descanting upon
our Declaration, " I a.sk if the powers who have formed alliances with the States have dared to read that

manifesto, or to interrogate their consciences after the perusal ? I ask whether there be at this day one

government in Europe—the Helvetic and Batavian confederations and the British isles excepted—which,

judged after the principles of the Declaration of Congress on the 4th of July, 1776, is not divested of its

rights ?" And Napoleon afterward, alluding to the same scene, said, " The finger of God was there !"

—

See Bailey's Preface to Records of Patriotism.

^ This gives the appearance of the shorter steeple, which took the place of the stately one taken down
in 1774. This was its appearance during the Revolution. A huge clock case was upon each gable

of the main building of the State House.

' "Eripidt ccslo fulmen sceptrumgue tyrannis."

This line was the exergue of a medal which was struck in Paris in honor of Franklin, when he was the United States embas-

sador at the court of Versailles in 1777. It was written by Turgot, the Controller-general of the Finances of France, who died

four years afterward.
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Organization of State Governments. Adjournment of Congress to Baltimore. Trip to Red Bank.

to maiiitahi that declaration. The die being cast, Congress put forth all its energies to

secure union and harmony among the confederated states, and these, in turn, perceived the

necessity of prompt action in civil affairs. The resolves in Congress in May, recom-
^^^^

mending the several states to organize governments for themselves, based upon dem-

ocratic principles, were heeded, and, soon after the publication of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, most of the states took action on the subject, and formed constitutions. Nevi'

Hampshire had already formed a state government. The charters of Connecticut Januarys,

and Rhode Island, being considered sufficiently democratic, were not altered. New ^''''^

Jersey had adopted a constitution two days before the Declaration of Independence was

voted in Congress.a Virginia adopted one on the 5th of July ;
Pennsylvania, on

,^^^^^ ^^^^

the 15th ; Maryland, on the 14th of August ; Delaware, on the 20th of Sep-

tember ; North Carolina, on the 1 8th of December ; Georgia, on the 5th of February, 1777 ;

New York, on the 20 th of April ; South Carolina, on the 19th of March, 1778 ;
and Mas-

sachusetts deferred the important work until the 1st of September, 1779. In the mean

while, the necessity for Federal union became apparent, and this subject occupied the thoughts

and active efforts of the statesmen of America. They finally elaborated a scheme of gen-

eral government ; and on the 15th of November, 1777, Congress adopted Articles of Con-

federation, having debated the subject three times a week for nearly seven months. Cop-

ies of these articles were sent to the various state Legislatures for approval, but they did

not receive the sanction of all until March, 1781, when they became the organic law of the

Union, and continued such until the adoption of the Federal Constitution in 1787.

During the summer and autumn of 1776, military operations were active, and that ses-

sion of Congress was one of the busiest during the war. The disastrous battle of Long

Island or Brooklyn occurred in August ; the skirmishes at Harlem, Kingsbridge, Throg's

Neck, and White Plains ; the fall of Forts Washington and Lee ; the retreat of the Amer-

ican army under Washington across the Jerseys, and the menacing approach of a large Brit-

ish army toward Philadelphia, all occurred in rapid succession during the autumn. Dis-

asters, gloom, and despondency were on every side ; and Congress, alarmed at the proximity

of British and Hessian troops, then only awaiting the freezing of the Delaware to march to

the capture of Philadelphia, withdrew to Baltimore on the 12th of December, as we
^^^^

have already seen, where they resumed their deliberations on the 20th.

Let us close the record, and, like the fugitive Congress, leave the old State House for a

season.

Toward noon, accompanied by a friend (Mr. Samuel Agnew), I left the city November 27,

to visit the remains of the old forts at Red Bank, on the Jersey shore of the ^^^S-

Delaware, a few miles below Philadelphia. Unable to gain positive information respecting

a ferry, we concluded to drive down to Fort Mifflin, and obtain a passage there. We
crossed the Schuylkill, and, passing through the cultivated country on its right bank, missed

the proper road to Fort Mifflin, and reached the termination of the one we were traveling,

at a farm-house. Here we ascertained that we could not obtain ferriage at the fort, so we

crossed the Schuylkill again, upon a bateau, near its mouth, and, returning to the city sub-

urbs, found the proper avenue to League Island,' whence we could be ferried to Red Bank.

Our blunder consumed two hours, and then we had to wait almost another hour upon the

dike which defends League Island from the waters of the Delaware, before a skiff, for which

we telegraphed by a white handkerchief upon a ratan, came over to us. The river is there

about a mile wide ; and while the waterman was slowly rowing across, we dined upon bread

and cheese, cold sausage, and grape jelly, which the kind consideration of my friend's wife

had furnished at our departure. It was a rather uncomfortable picnic on that unsheltered

dike in the keen November wind.

Leaving my horse in a stall at the ferry, we crossed to the great coal depot, upon Eagle

' This is a low island just below the city suburbs, and, until protected by a heavy stone dike, was for-

merly almost covered with water at high tide. It is now a very fertile piece of reclaimed land, and is

reached from the main by a bridge, the intervening channel being quite narrow.
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Fort Mercer. Donop's Grave. Whitall's House. De Chastellux's Visit there.

Localities at Red Bank.'

Point, on the Jersey shore, about half a mile above the site of Fort Mercer, at Red Bank.

We met a resident gentleman on the way to the fort, who kindly turned back and pointed

out the various localities. The embankments and trenches are quite prominent, and will

doubtless long remain so, for a forest of young pines now covers and protects them from the

destroying hand of cultivation. The form of the fort

and outworks, as denoted in the sketch, was easily

distinguished, and the serried lines of the soldiers'

graves were palpable along the brow of the high

bank. These are the graves of those who were slain

in the battle which occurred there in the autumn of

1777. They were buried in boxes, and now their

remains are often exposed by the washing away of

the banks. At the southern line of the fort, close by

the bank, are the remains of the hickory-tree which

was used as a flag-staff during the battle ; . and near

it are traces of the gateway of the fort. A little

below, and in the path leading to the house of Mr.

Whitall, is the grave of Count Donop, marked by a

small, rough sandstone, about fourteen inches in height.

Vandal fingers have plucked relic-pieces from it, and so

nearly was the rude inscription effaced that I could

only decipher a portion of the words, Donop was lost,

as seen in the sketch.^ Even his bones have not been

allowed to molder in his grave, but are scattered about

the country as cherished relics, his skull being in pos-

session of a jjhysician of New Jersey I

A few rods south of Donop's grave, close by the river

bank, is the ancient residence of the Whitall family.

It is a two-story house, built of brick, and is now

(1851) one hundred and three years old. The date

of its erection is given on the north gable, where the

characters "I A W [James and Anna Whitall]

1748," are delineated by dark, glazed brick. The

Whitalls were Quakers, and of course, although

Whigs, took no part in the war. This fact made

some suspect the old man of Toryism.' I was in-

formed by the present owner that, when the attack

was made upon the fort, and his grandmother was

urged to flee from the house, she refused, saying,

"God's arm is strong, and will protect one; I may

I)CN01 S (jKAVi,

Whitall's ilous

' Red Bank, where these remains are, is in the township of Woodbury, in Gloucester countj^ New Jersey-

The fortifications erected there were little more than earthen embankments, and a ditch covered by abatis.

The arrow in the sketch denotes the direction of Fort Mifflin, on the opposite side of the Delaware.

2 The Marquis de Chastellux, who visited this spot in 1781, says, in his Journal (i., 260), " We had not

gone a hundred yards before we came to a small elevation, on which a stone was vertically placed, with

this short epitaph :
' Here lies buried Colonel Donop: " M. de Manduit was tJie guide on the occasion.

He acted in the double capacity of engineer and officer of artillery at the battle, and had the charge of

arranging and defending the post, under Colonel Green. " He assured us," says the marquis, " we could

not make a step without treading on the remains of some Hessian, for near three hundred were buried in

the front of the ditch."

3 De Chastellux, in recording his visit, says: "On landing from our boat, he [Manduit] proposed con-

ductino- us to a Quaker's, whose house is half a musket-shot from the fort, or rather the ruins of the fort

;

for it is now destroyed, and there are scarcely any reliefs of it remaining. ' This man,' said M. de Man-

duit 'is a little of a Tory. I was obliged to knock down his barn, and fell his fruit trees; but he will be

olad to see M. de La Fayette, and will receive us well.' We took him at his word ; but never was ex-
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Anecdote of Mrs. Whitall. Old Cannon. Distant View of Fort Mifflin.

do good by staying." She was left alone in the house ; and while the battle was raging,

and cannon-balls were driving like sleet against and around her dwelling, she calnaly plied

her spinning-wheel in a room in the second story. At length a twelve-pound ball, from a

British vessel in the river, grazing the American flag-staff (the walnut-tree) at the fort,

passed through the heavy brick wall on the north gable, and with a terrible crash perforated

a partition at the head of the stairs, crossed a recess, and lodged in another partition, near

where the old lady was sitting. Conceiving Divine protection a little more certain else-

where after this manifestation of the power of gun-powder, the industrious dame gathered

up her implements, and with a step quite as agile as in youth, she retreated to the cellar,

where she continued spinning until called to attend the wounded and dying who were

brought into her house at the close of the battle. She did, indeed, " do good" by remain-

ing ; for, like an angel of mercy, she went among the maimed, unmindful whether they

were friend or foe, and administered every relief to their sufferings, in her power. She

scolded the Hessians for coming to America to butcher the people. At the same time, she

bound up their wounds tenderly, and gave them food and water. The scar made by the

passage of that iron ball is quite prominent in the gable ; it is denoted in the engraving by

the dark spot. I saw within the house where the missile cut off the wood-work in its pas-

sage, and where it lodged.

On the green, between the Whitall house and the river, lies a portion of an iron cannon

Old Cannon at Red Bank.

which ,isifts bursteil- during the en-

gagement. That event killed sev-

eral of the Americans. The pic-

ture represents its present appear-

ance, with its breech blown away.

Beyond it is the Delaware, and

in the distance, opposite, is seen

Fort Mifllin, lying almost upon

the water level on Fort or Great

Mud Island, near the western

shore. In the far distance, bound-

ing the view, are the hills of Pennsylvania, toward Valley Forge.

In the summer of 1777, Sir William Howe, the British commander-in-chief, sailed from

New Yorka with a large land force, and with a naval armament under his broth- ajuiy 23.

er Pvichard, Earl Howe, and, landing at the head of Chesapeake Bay,b commenced b August 25.

a victorious march toward Philadelphia. Washington, informed of the movement, went

out from Philadelphia to meet him, and had proceeded beyond the Brandywine, in the neigh-

borhood of Wilmington, when the van of the enemy appeared at Kennet Square. The

battle of Brandywine occurred soon afterward, a in which the Americans were a September ii.

defeated, and driven back toward Philadelphia. The enemy pushed steadily

forward, and entered the city in triumph. b In anticipation of the possibility b September 26.

of such an event, the "Americans had applied themselves diligently to the erection of ob-

structions in the Delaware, to prevent the ascent of the British fleet, and also in rearing

batteries upon the shores to cover them. Upon isolated marshes, or low islands of mud,

pectation more completely deceived. We found our Quaker seated in the chimney corner, busied in clean-

ing herbs. He recollected M. de Manduit, who named M. de La Fayette to him ; but he did not deign

to lift his eyes, nor to answer any of our introducer's discourse, which at first was complimentary, and at

length jocose. Except Dido's silence, I know nothing more severe ; but we had no difficulty in accom-

modating ourselves to this bad reception, and made our way to the fort.

—

Travels, i., 259.
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The American Fleet in tlie Delaware. Hessian Expedition against Fort Mercer. Storming of the Fort.

about the same number of the Maryland line, under Lieutenant-colonel Samuel Smith, oc-

cupied Fort Mifflin, on Mud Island. The American fleet in the river, consisting chiefly

of galleys and floating batteries, was commanded by Commodore Hazlewood.' It was

quite as important to the Americans to maintain these forts and defend the river obstructions

as it was to the British to destroy them. It was therefore determined to hold them to the

last extremity, for it was evident that such continued possession would force Howe to evac-

uate Philadelphia.

Count Donop, with four battalions, consisting of twelve hundred picked Hessians, was

sent by Howe to attack Fort Mercer, at Fved Bank. They crossed the Delaware, and

landed at Cooper's Ferry, on the 21st of October. The same evening they marched
^^^^

to Haddonsfield, in New Jersey, a little above Gloucester. As they approached

Timber Creek, on their way down the river, the Americans took up the bridge, and the

enemy were obliged to march four miles up the stream to a shallow ford. They arrived

at the edge of a wood, within cannon-shot of Fort Mercer, on the morning of the 22d.

Their appearance, full-armed for battle, was the first intimation the garrison had of their

approach. Although informed that the number of Hessians was twenty-five hundred, the

little garrison of four hundred men, in a feeble earth fort, and with only fourteen pieces of

cannon, were not intimidated. They made immediate preparations for defense. While

thus engaged, a Hessian officer, who was permitted to approach the fort with a flag and a

drummer, rode up, and insolently proclaimed, " The King of England orders his rebellious

subjects to lay down their arms ; and they are warned that, if they stand the battle, no

quarters whatever will be given I"^ " We ask no quarters, nor will we give any I" was

the prompt reply of Colonel Greene. The Hessian and the drummer rode hastily back to

Donop, and the assailants began at once the erection of a battery within half cannon-shot

of the outworks of Fort Mercer. All was activity and eagerness for combat within the

fort. The outworks were unfinished, but the redoubt was a citadel upon which the garri-

son placed much reliance. Skill and bravery were called to combat fierceness, discipline,

and overwhelming numbers.

It was four o'clock in the afternoon when a brisk cannonade was opened from the Hes-

sian battery, and at a quarter before five a battalion advanced to the attack, on the north

part of the fort, near a morass that covered it. Finding the first advance post and the

outworks abandoned, but not destroyed, the enemy imagined that they had frightened the

Americans away. Filled with this idea, they raised the shout of victory, and, with the

drummer just mentioned beating a lively march, rushed toward the redoubt, where not a

man was to be seen. They were about to ascend the ramparts, to plant the flag of con-

quest upon a merlon, when, from the embrasures in front, and from a half-masked battery

upon their left flank, formed by an angle of an old embankment, a shower of grape-shot and

musket-balls poured upon them with terrible efiect, driving them back to the remote in-

trenchments. Another division of the enemy, under the immediate command of the brave

Donop, attacked the fort on the south side at the same time, passed the abatis, traversed

the fosse or ditch, and some actually leaped the pickets, and mounted the parapet of the

redoubt ; but the fire of the Americans was so heavy and continuous that they were soon

tory. He died at Marietta, Ohio, January 10, 1790, aged forty-one. His brother, Joseph Bradley Var-

num, was also an officer in the Revolution ; a member, from Massachusetts, of the first Congress after the

adoption of the Federal Constitution ; was four years speaker of the Lower House, and succeeded Timothy

Pickering as United States senator in 1811. He died on the 11th of September, 1821, aged seventy-one

years.

' The following is a list and description of the American fleet : Thirteen galleys, one bearing a thirty-

two pounder ; two carrying each a twenty-four pounder ; ten each an eighteen pounder. Twenty-six half-

galleys, each carrying a four pounder. Two xebeques, each carrying in boiv two twenty-four pounders;

in stern, two eighteen pounders
; in icaist, four nine pounders. Two floating batteries (the Arnold and

Putnam), one carrying twelve eighteen pounders, one ten eighteen pounders. One provincial ship, ten eigh-

teen pounders. Fourteen fire-ships. The brig Andre Doria, of fourteen six pounders. One schooner-galley,

in bow two eighteen pounders; in stern, two nine pounders. One brig-galley, in how two eighteen pounders;

in stern, two nine pounders. There were also a number of fire-rafts. ^ De Chastellux, i., 262.
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Repulse of the Hessians at Red Bank. Count Donop. Lieutenant-colonel Greene. Monument at Red Bank.

forced back, and driven out with great loss. They retreated precipitately to Haddonfield,

under Lieutenant-colonel Linsing, (Donop, and Mingerode, his second in command, being

wounded), leaving between three and four hundred of their comrades behind. They were

considerably galled, when first retreating, by the American galleys and floating batteries in

the river. The conflict was short, but severe. The precise loss of the enemy is not known.

Marshall estimates it at four hundred in killed and wounded. Colonel Donop, the com-

mander of the expedition, fell, mortally wounded, at the first fire. After the engagement,

while Manduit, the French engineer, who directed the American artillery on the occasion,

was out with a detachment, fixing the palisades, he heard a voice among the slain, saying,

" Whoever you are, draw me hence." It was the voice of Count Donop. Manduit had

him conveyed into the fort, and the next day to Mr. Whitall's, where he attended him until

his death, which occurred three days afterward. " It is finishing a noble career early"

[he was thirty-seven], said Donop to Manduit, "but I die the victim of my ambition and

of the avarice of my sovereign."* The loss of the Americans within the fort was eight

men killed, twenty-nine wounded, and a captain taken prisoner while reconnoitering. The
number killed by the bursting of the cannon, mentioned on a preceding page, is not known.

So close was the combat at one time, that several Hessians were pierced by the gun-wads

of the Americans.^

The conduct of Lieutenant-colonel Greene' on this occasion was highly applauded, and

November 4, Congrcss ordered the Board of War to present him with an elegant sword.
1777. ipj^jg

tribute was given to his family at the close of the contest, when Colonel

Greene was no longer living to receive it. He had been basely murdered in his quarters,

near Croton River, in Westchester county, New York, by a band of Tories, consisting of

about one hundred and fifty dragoons, under Colonel Delancy, who surprised his post. Col-

onel Greene fell after his single arm had slain several of his assailants. They attempted

to carry him ofi", but he died upon the road. Major Flagg, a meritorious officer, was killed

at the same time ; also two subalterns and twenty-seven men were killed or wounded.*

In commemoration of the battle at Red Bank and the valor of Colonel Greene, a mon-

ument of blue veined marble, about fifteen feet high, was erected in 1829, just within the

northern line of the outworks of Fort Mercer, and within a few feet of the margin of the

Delaware. This tribute to the memory of valor and patriotism was made by some New
Jersey and Pennsylvania volunteers. While it is a testimony of one of the most noble traits

in human character, it bears an exhibition of the existence of another of the most detestable.

In the inscription were the words New Jersey and Pennsylvania, in a single prominent

line. Some Jersey scoundrel almost obliterated the word Pennsylvania ; and afterward

some Pennsylvania Vandal, in the fierceness of his retaliatory zeal for the credit of his state,

disgraced it, so far as insignificance could do it, by obliterating the words New Jersey.

The whole line is destroyed ; and that marble shaft perpetuates a remembrance of unknown

barbarians as well as of honored patriots.^

1 De Chastellux, i., 266. ^ Marshall. Ramsay. De Chastellux. Major Ward's Letter.

^ Christopher Greene, a native of Rhode Island, was a brave and accomplished soldier. When the bat-

tles at Lexington and Concord awakened the nation, he went to the field. After the battle of Bunker Hill

he was appointed colonel of a Rhode Island regiment, and in that capacity accompanied Arnold through

the Malderness to Quebec, and fought bravely under the walls of that city, when beleaguered by Mont-

gomery. In the autumn of 1777, he was placed in chief command at Fort Mercer, at Red Bank, with his

own and Angell's regiments, which formed a part of General Varnum's brigade. He there behaved with

gallantry, and received marks of approbation from Congress. He continued in active service until his death,

which occurred on the 13th of May, 1781, at the age of forty-four years. Lieutenant-colonel Greene left

a widow, with three sons and four daughters. She was the child of J. Lippitt, Esq., of Warwick, Rhode

Island.

* See Heath's Memoirs. Bolton, in his History of Westchester County (ii., 391), says that the house in

which Greene was quartered belonged to Richard Davenport, and is situated at the end of a narrow lane

which diverges from the Pine's Bridge road, about a mile below the residence of William Smith. When
he wrote (1848) the house was in the possession of Joshua Carpenter, a grandson of Davenport.

^ The following is a copy of the inscriptions upon the monument

:



OF THE REVOLUTION. 295

Attack on Fort Mifflin. American Flotilla. Lieutenant-colonel Smith.

MONUMEinT at RtD Bai-vk..-

The firing of the first gun from the Hessian battery upon Fort Mercer was the signal for

the British vessels to approach and attack Fort Mifflin. They had al-

ready made their way through the lower barrier at Billingsport, and the

Augusta, a sixty-four gun ship, and several smaller vessels, were an-

chored just above it, waiting for flood tide. As soon as Fort Mercer j
was attacked, the Augusta, with the Roebuck, of forty-four guns,

two frigates, the Merlin, of eighteen guns, and a galley came up,

but were kept at bay by the American galleys and floating bat-

teries. These galleys did good execution, not only upon the Britieh

vessels, but by flanking the assailants at Red Bank.

The attack upon Fort Mifflin was deferred

October 23, ""^il next moming, when, the

^^^^- Hessians being driven from Fort

Mercer, the whole power- of the American

flotilla was brought to bear upon the Brit-

ish fleet. A heavy cannonade was open-

ed upon Fort Mifflin, and attempts were ,

made to get floating batteries in the chan- -^i-

nel in the rear of Mud Island. Lieuten-

ant-colonel Smith,' the commandant at

Fort Mifflin, who was vigilant and brave,

thwarted every attempt thus to outflank

him (if the term may be used in reference to a garrison in a fort), and by a gallant defense

essentially aided the American flotilla in repulsing the enemy. The fire was so fierce and

incessant, that the British ships endeavored to fall down the river. A hot shot struck and

set fire to the Augusta ; and at noon, while lying aground upon a mud bank near the Jersey

South side.—" This monument was erected on the 22d Octo., 1829, to transmit to Posterity a grateful

remembrance of the Patriotism and Gallantry of Lieutenant-colonel Christopher Greece, who, with 400

men, conquered the Hessian army of 2000 troops (then in the British service), at Red Bank, on the 22d

Octo., 1777. Among the slain was found their commander, Count Donop, whose body lies interred near

the spot where he fell."

West side.—"A mu-nber of the New Jersey and Pennsylvania "Volunteers, being desirous to per-

petuate the memory of the distinguished officers and soldiers who fought and bled in the glorious struggle

for American Independence, have erected this monument, on the 22d day of October, A.D. 1829."

' Samuel Smith was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, July 27th, 1752. His education, com-

menced at Carlisle, was completed at an academy at Elkton, in Maryland, after his father made Baltimore

his place of residence. He was in his father's counting-house five years, and then, in 1772, sailed for

Havre in one of his lather's vessels, as supercargo. Having traveled extensively in Europe, he returned

home to find his countrymen, in the midst of the excitements of the opening of the Revolutionary hostilities.

The battles of Lexington, Concord, and Bunker Hill had been fought. Fired with patriotic zeal, he sought

to serve his country in the army, and in January, 1776, obtained a captain's commission in Colonel Small-

wood's regiment. He was soon afterward promoted to the rank of major, and early in 1777 he received

a lieutenant colonel's commission. In that capacity he served with distinction in the battles of Brandywine

and Fort Mifflin, suffered at Valley Forge, and participated in the action on the plains of Monmouth. At

the close of the war he was appointed a brigadier general of militia, and commanded the Maryland quota

of troops in the " Whisky Insurrection" in Pennsylvania. He served as major general in the war of 1812,

and commanded the troops assembled for the defense of Baltimore in 1814. During a riot in Baltimore in

1836, when the civil power was inadequate to quell the violence of the mob, the aged general, then eighty-

four years old, appeared in the streets with the United States flag, placed himself at the head of peaceful

citizens, and very soon restored order and tranquillity. In the autumn of that year he was elected mayor

of the city, which office he held until his death on the 22d of April, 1839, at the age of eighty-seven years.

General Smith was elected a representative in Congress in 1793, and served until 1803. He was again

elected in 1816, and served six years longer. He was also a member of the United States Senate for a

period of twenty-three years. The accompanying portrait is from an engraving by St. Memin, an artist

who engraved a large number of the distinguished men of our country at about the commencement of the

present century. The signature is from a frank, kindly sent to me by his son. General Smith, president of

the Maryland Historical Society.

^ This view includes the monument, a portion of the Delaware, and the mouth of the Schuylkill, on the

western shore.
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Successful Defense of Fort Mifflin. Preparations for another Attack. Plan of the Fort.

shore, she blew up. The engagement continued with the other vessels until three o'clock

in the afternoon, when the Merlin also took fire and blew up, near the mouth of Mud Creek.

The conflict now ceased ; the Roebuck dropped ^__ ^^
down the river, and passed below the chevaux -^ "" - "^

de frise' at Billingsport, and the Americans re-

mained masters of the Delaware forts for a short ' f
^ \

season.* I \ ^ -V ^ \

It was, indeed, but a short season that quiet

possession of the river was vouchsafed the pa-

triots. Although repulsed, his ships beaten back,

and his mercenary allies decimated, Howe was

not discouraged ; and he labored eagerly and

hopefully to dislodge the Americans from their

strong posts upon the only avenue through

which his army could receive food and cloth-

ing, and his magazine supplies for the winter.

A timely re-enforcement from New York enabled

him to act with energy. He took possession of

Province Island, lying between Fort Mifflin and

the main, and at different points works were thrown up

to strengthen his power and annoy the patriots. This

than that at Fort Mifflin ; and never was patience and-V^e courage more nobly ex-

hibited than was then shown by Lieutenant-colonel Smith and his compatriots.

Old Fort Mifflin was upon the lower end of Mud
(now Fort) Island, having its principal fortification

in front, for the purpose of repelling ships that might

come up the river. On the side toward Province

Island (a low mud bank, nearly covered at high

water, and separated from Mud Island by a narrow

channel) the fort had only a wet ditch, without

ravelin or abatis. This part was flanked by a block-

house at each of its angles. These were not strong.

When the Americans saw the enemy take possession

of Province Island, and begin the planting of batteries

to bruise their weakest points, they were sensible that

Fort Mifflin would be untenable if the British com-

pleted their works. Such, too, was the painful conviction of

Washmgton, and from his camp at Whitemarsh he put forth

all his energies to prevent the evil. But, weak in numbers,

and deficient in every thing which constitutes the strength of

an army, he was obliged to see the enemy, day after day, rear-

ing his battle-works, without being able to interpose. He had sent anxious requests to Gen-

eral Gates to forward re-enforcements from the North, Burgoyne's invading army being cap-

was on the 1st of November ; and from that time nevftr »'as a grarrison more harassed

Plan of Fobt Mifflin.'

1 The Merlin, like the Augusta, had got aground, and stuck so fast that it was impossible to get her off.

The obstructions which the Americans had placed in the river had caused such a change in the channels,

that the pilots of the British vessels were completely at fault.

2 On the 4th of November, ten days after the battle. Congress honored Lieutenant-colonel Smith and

Commodore Hazlewood, by voting each an elegant sword.

—

Journals of Congress, iii., 374.

^ Explanation.—A, the inner work or redoubt ; bbb,SL high, thick stone wall, built by Montressor, with

indentations, where the men boiled their kettles. This wall was pierced with loop-holes for musketry.

cccc block-houses, built of wood, with loop-holes, and mounting four pieces of cannon each, two on the

lower platform ; ddd, barracks ; e e e, stockadoes
; ///, trous de Loup

; g g-, ravelins. On the southeast

side were two strong piers, and a battery mounting three cannons.
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Washington'8 Efforts to Re-enforce his Army. Conduct of Gates and Putnam. Second Attack on Fort Mifflin.

tured, and no other formidable enemy requiring a large force in that quarter
;
but that offi-

cer, doubtless willing to see his rival unsuccessful, gave no heed to his orders until longer

non-compliance would have been positive disobedience.' To break up the encampment at

Whitemarsh, and move the army to the west side of the Schuylkill, would be to leave de-

positories of stores and hospitals for the sick within reach of the enemy. It would also leave

the fords of the Schuylkill in the, custody of the royal troops, and render a junction of the

expected Northern forces with the main army difficult, if not impossible. Furthermore, it

might bring on a general engagement, which, with his weakened forces, the commander-in-

chiV knew°might be fatal. Thus situated, Washington viewed the progress of the enemy

in his designs upon Fort Mifflin with intense anxiety.

The British erected five batteries on Province Island, of eighteen, twenty-four, and thirty-

two pounders, within five hundred yards of Fort Mifflin. They also brought up, by the

new channel made betAveen Hog Island and the main by the changing of the current by

the chcvaux de frise, a large floating battery, mounting twenty-two twenty-four pounders,

within forty yards of an angle of the fort. They also brought to bear upon the fort four

sixty-four gun ships, within nine hundred yards, and two forty gun ships. Altogether the

enemy had fourteen strong redoubts, and these were well manned and furnished with heavy

artillery. On the 10th of November, the enemy opened their batteries on land and ^„^

water, and for six consecutive days poured a storm of bombs and round shot upon the

devoted fortification. With consummate skill and courage, Lieutenant-colonel Smith di-

rected the responses from the ordnance of the fort. The artillery, drawn chiefly from Col-

onel Lamb's regiment, were commanded by Lieutenant Treat, who was killed on the first

day of the siege, by the bursting of a bomb. On that day the barracks alone suffered, but

on the morning of the 1 1th the direction of the enemy's fire was changed ;
a dozen oi the

strong palisades were demolished, and a cannon in an embrasure was disabled. The finng

did not cease until midnight, and many of the garrison were killed or wounded. Colonel

Smith, the commander, had a narrow escape. He had just gone into the barracks to write

a letter to General Varnum, when a ball passed through a chimney. He was struck by

the scattered bricks, and for a time lay senselelfe, He was taken across to Red Bank, and

the command devolved on Lieutenant-colonel Russell, o( the Connecticut line. That officer

was disabled by fatigue and ill health, and Major Thayer, of the Rhode Island line, volun-

teered to take his place. Major Henry, who sent daily reports to Washington of the prog-

ress of the siege, was also wounded on the 11 th, but he continued with the garrison. On

the 12th, a two-gun battery of the Americans was destroyed, the northwest block-house

and laboratory were blown up, and the garrison were obliged to seek shelter within the

fort. The enemy continued to throw shells at night, and fearfiil indeed was the scene. At

1 Gates had ample stores and a formidable force ; and had he acted with the energy of true patriotism,

he might have re-enforced Washington, by which the Delaware foits ^ould have been saved, and the ene-

my driven out of Philadelphia. But he was vainly expecting soon to supersede Washington in the chief

command, and he treated his orders with inditierence. So tardy were his-.aiiovements, when he conchided

to comply, that Washington sent Colonel Hamilton to hasten his march. When Hamilton arrived at Albany,

he found Gates reluctant to part with any of his troops ; but, after much persuasion, he consented to send

Morgan's corps and some thin brigades to the commander-in-chief. Hamilton was indignant, and by plain

speech caused Gates to send a stronger re-enforcement. These, on their march down the HucLson, encoun-

tered a check from Putnam, who, dreaming of glory to be derived from an attack on New York, had actu-

•ally detained a part of the force sent forward by Gates, and had marched them to Tarrytown, while he had

himself advanced to White Plains. Thus, by tardy movements in Congress, and the undutifui ambition of

subordinate officers, Washin^on was often foiled. Hamilton, by advice of Governor Clinton, assumed the

authority of issuing a peremptory order to Putnam to put the Continental troops in motion for Whitemarsh.

"I now, sir," he wrote, "in the most explicit terms, by his excellency's authority, give it as a positive

order from him, that all the Continental troops under your command may be immediately marched to King's

Ferry, there to cross the river, and hasten to re-enforce the army under him." The Massachusetts militia

and some new recruits were to replace the Continental soldiers thus sent away. So much did Hamilton

censure Putnam when he retuiiied to head-quarters, that it was thought a court martial would arraign the

veteran ; but the matter was passed over without notice, obedience having followed the peremptory order

of Washington's representative.

II. u
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Gallant Defense of Fort Mifflin. Destructive Effects of Cannons and Bombs. Plan of Operations on the Delaware

sunrise on the 13th, thirty armed boats made their appearance ; and during that night the

heavy floating battery was brought to bear upon the fort. It opened with terrible efTect

on the morning of the 14th, yet that little garrison of only three hundred men managed to

silence it before noon. Hitherto the enemy did not know the real weakness of the garrison
;

on that day a deserter, in a boat, carried information

of the fact to the British, who were seriously thinking

of abandoning the siege, for they had suffered much.

Hope was revived, and preparations were made for a

general and more vigorous assault. At daylight, on the 15th, the Iris and Somerset, men-

of-war, passed up the east channel to attack the fort on Mud Island in front. Several

frigates were brought to bear on Fort Mercer ; and the Vigilant, an East Indiaman of

twenty twenty-four pounders, and a hulk with three twenty-four pounders, made their way

through a narrow channel on the western side, and gained a position to act in concert with

the batteries on Province Island, in enfilading the American works. At ten o'clock, while

all was silent, a signal-bugle sent forth its summons to action, and instantly the land bat-

teries and the shipping poured a terrible storm of missiles upon Fort Mifflin. The little

garrison sustained the shock with astonishing intrepidity, and far into the gloom of evening

an incessant cannonade was kept up. Within an hour, the only two cannons in the fort

which had not been dismounted shared the fate of the others. Every man who appeared

upon the platform was killed by the musketeers in the tops of the ships, whose yards almost

hung over the American battery. Long before night not a palisade was left ; the embra-

sures were ruined ; the whole parapet leveled ; the block-houses were already destroyed.

Early in the evening Major Thayer sent all the remnant of the garrison to Red Bank,

excepting forty men, with whom he remained. Among those sent was the brave Captain

Note. Explanation of the Map.—This shows the main operations upon the Delaware between the

middle of October and the close of November, 1777. Fort Mifflin is seen on the lower end of Mnd Island.

A, B, two British transports ; C, the Experiment ; D. the Vigilant frigate ;
E, the Fury sloop ; F, a

passage opened through the stockadoes at Billingsport ; G, American fleet burned at Gloucester
;
H. the

village of Woodbury and Cornwallis's encampment on the 21st of November, 1777; I, camp on the 24th.

between the branches of Timber Creek ; J, a battery of two eighteen pounders and two nine pounders
;
K,

fort at Billingsport, Colonel Stirling's corps, and Cornwallis's camp on the 18th of November ; L, redoubt

on Carpenter's Island ; M, on Province Island, to cover the bridfre in the direction of Philadelphia ; N, a

battery of six twenty-four pounders, one eight-inch howitzer, and one eight-inch mortar
;
O, a battery with

one eight-inch howitzer and one eight-inch mortar; P, a battery with one thirteen-inch mortar; n, two

twelve pounders
;

o, one eighteen pounder ; S, .stockadoes in the channel in front of Fort Mifflin ; «, a small

vessel; b. wreck of the Merlin; c, the Liverpool; d, Cornwallis galley; c, the Pearl; _/, the Somerset;

g, the Roebuck; h, wreck of the Augusta; i, the Iris; j, ship sunk; ^-, the VisHant ; /, the Fury; W,

the Whitall house, just below Fort Mercer. The parallelograms around Fort Mercer denote the attack

hv Donop, on the 22d of October. The small island between Red Bank Island and the Jersey shore is

Woodbury Island, on which the Americans erected a small battery. The creek, just below Fort JMercer,

is Woodbury Creek, a deep and sluggish stream, near the Delaware.
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(afterward Commodore) Talbot', of the Rhode Island line, who was wounded in the hip,

having foiifrht for hours with his wrist shattered by a musket ball. At midnight, every

defense and every shelter being swept away, Thayer and his men set fire to the remains of

the barracks, evacuated the fort, and escaped in safety to Pwed Bank. Altogether it was

one of the most gallant and obstinate defenses made during the war. In the course of the

last day, more than a thousand discharges of cannon, from twelve to thirty-two pounders,

were made against the works on Mud Island. Nearly two hundred and fifty men of the

garrison were killed and wounded. The loss of the British was great ; the number was

not certainly known.'

Fort Mercer was still in possession of the Continental troops. Howe determined to dis-

lodge them ; for, while they remained, the obstructions in the river could not, with safety,

be removed. While a portion of his force was beating down Fort Mifflin, he was busy in

fortifying Philadelphia. He had extended intrenchments across from the Delaware to the

Schuylkill. Having received more re-enforcements from New York, he sent Cornwallis to fall

upon Fort Mercer in the rear. That officer, with a detachment of about two thousand men,

crossed the Delaware from Chester to Billingsport, where he was joined by some November 18,

troops just arrived from New York. Washington had been apprised of this
^'''^'''

movement, and had detached General Huntington's brigade to join that of Varnum in New
Jersey. He also ordered Major-general Greene to proceed with his division to the relief of

the garrison, and to oppose Cornwallis. That able officer, accompanied by La Fayette, who

had not yet quite recovered from a wound received in the battle on the Brandywine, crossed

the Delaware at Burlington, and marched with a considerable force toward Fi.ed Bank. He

expected to be re-enforced by Glover's brigade, then on its march through New Jersey, but

was disappointed. Ascertaining that the force of Cornwallis was greatly superior to his own

in numbers, General Greene abandoned the plan of giving him battle, and filed ofl^ toward

Haddonfield. Colonel Greene, deprived of all hope of succor, evacuated Fort Mercer, leaving

the artillery, with a considerable quantity of cannon-balls and stores, in the hands
•'

'

^ -' 1111 1 TT- November 20

of the enemy. Cornwallis dismantled the fort and demolished the works. His

army was augmented by re-enforcements, and, with about five thousand men, he took post at

and fortified Gloucester Point, whence he might have a supervision of afiairs in Lower Jer-

sey. Morgan's rifle corps joined General Greene, but the Americans were not strong enough

to venture a regular attack upon Cornwallis. A detachment of one hundred and fifty rifle-

men, under Lieutenant-colonel Butler, and an equal number of militia, under La Fayette,

attacked a picket of the enemy three hundred strong, killed between twenty and thirty of

them, drove the remainder quite into the camp at Gloucester, and returned without losing

a man. General Greene soon afterward withdrew from New Jersey and joined Washing-

ton, and Cornwallis returned to Philadelphia. The American fleet, no longer supported

by the forts, sought other places of safety. On a dark night, the galleys, one November 21,

brig, and two sloops, crept cautiously along the Jersey shore past Philadelphia, ^"^•

and escaped to Burlington. Seventeen other vessels, unable to escape, were abandoned by

their crews, and burned at Gloucester." The American defenses on the Delaware were

now scattered to the winds ; the obstructions in the river were removed ; the enemy had

full possession of Philadelphia ; Congress had fled to the interior, and the broken battalions

of the patriot army sought winter quarters on the banks of the Schuylkill, at Valley Forge.

Gloomy indeed were the November twilights of 1777 to the eye and heart of the patriot,

for there were no brilliant omens of a pleasant to-morrow. Not so was the bright sunset

and radiant twilight of that November evening in 1848, when we left the ruins at Red

Bank and sought a waterman to convey us back to League Island. There was no cloud

in the heavens ; an orange glow suffused the chambers of the west where the king of day

had gone to his couch, and promises of a fair to-morrow were revealed in the clear sky.

' Gordon, ii., 276. Botta, ii., 51. Washington's Official Letters.

' See plan on the preceding pai^c.
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-Vncient Philadelphia. The " Slate -roof House" and its Associations.

CHAPTER XII.

" New streets invade the country ; and he strays,

Lost in strange paths, still seeking, and in vain,

For ancient landmarks, or the lonely lane

Where oft he play'd at Crusoe, when a boy.

" All that was lovely then is gloomy now :

Then, no strange paths perplex'd him, no new streets.

Where draymen bawl, while rogues kick up a row,

And fish-wives grin, while fopling fopling meets."

William Elliott.

" But all are passing fast away
;

Those abstruse thinkers too

—

Old churches, with their walls of gra}^

Must yield to something new.

Be-Gothic'd things, all neat and white,

Greet every where the traveler's sight."

Elizabeth Oakes Smith.

ET us stroll throufrh ancient Philadelphia this clear frosty morn- November 2S.

ing, and visit the few fossil remains of the primitive period that ^^^®-

lie amid the elegant structures and " be-Gothic'd things" of the present, like

^'
trilobites in secondary limestone. We shall have little to do with the great

town stretching away to the Schuylkill ; it is near the banks of the Delaware

that we must seek for the places hallowed by the remembrance of

" The deeds of our fathers in times that are gone
;

Their virtues, their prowess, the fields they have won

;

Their struggles for freedom, the toils they endured,

The rights and the blessings for us they procured."

One of the most interesting buildings in Philadelphia is the " Slate-roof House," on the south-

east corner of Norris's Alley and Second Street, a little south of Chestnut Street. It was

built about 1690 for Samuel Carpenter, and was occupied by William Penn as his city

residence in the year 1700.' There was the birth-place of John Penn, the governor of

Pennsylvania when the Revolution broke out, the only child of William Penn born in this

country. From that circumstance he was called " the American." There, in 1702, Lord

Cornbury, then governor ofNew York and New Jersey, was magnificently entertained, with

his suite of fifty persons. James Logan, William Penn's agent, also entertained him at

Pennsbury, in a style quite in dissonance with the plain character of Quakers. This house

was sold to William Trent, the founder of Trenton, in 1703. For nearly fifty years aft-

erward it was occupied by some of the first men of Philadelphia (among whom was Deputy-

governor Hamilton), when it became noted as a superior boarding-house. There General

Forbes, the successor of Braddock, died in 1759. In 1764 it was rented by the Widow

Graydon, mother of Captain Graydon, the author of" Memoirs of Sixty Years' Life in Penn-

sylvania." Captain Graydon describes the house as " a singular, old-fashioned structure,

laid out in the style of a fortification, with abundance of angles, both salient and re-enter-

inf. Its two wings projected to the street in the manner of bastions, to which the main

buildinc, retreating from sixteen to eighteen feet, served as a curtain. It had a spacious

1 Penn had a fine country residence, sometimes called "The Palace," in Bucks county, on the bank of

the Delaware, nearly opposite Bordentown. It was constructed in 1683, at an expense of $35,000.
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Loxley's House. Mrs. Darrah and the British Adjutant General.

Penn's House.3

yard half way to Front Street, ornamented with a double row of venerable, lofty pines,

which afforded a very agreeable ru?, in urbe

in the heart of the city.'" John Adams and

other members of the first Continental Con-

gress boarded in the Slate-roof House ; and

there many British officers had lodgings while

the city was in possession of the royal troops

in 1778. A young ladies' boarding-school

was kept there at one time, in which a

daughter of General Wayne was educated.^

General Arnold occupied it as his residence

while military governor of Philadelphia in

1778 ; and there were given those splendid

entertainments before and after his marriage

with Miss Shippen, which contributed to in-

volve him in those debts that aided in pro-

ducing his defection to the American cause.

Strolling down South Second Street, I came to an antiquated building, at No. 177, known

as "Loxley's House." Its gallery in front was sometimes used as a preaching-place by

Whitefield. The house was then out of town, over " the Second Street Bridge." In front

of it was a gentle hill, whose slopes afforded a fine resting-place for the immense audiences

who listened to the great missionary. On that hill Captain (afterward General) Cadwal-

lader used to drill his " silk stocking company.'" Mr. Loxley, the first owner of the house,

was a lieutenant of artillery under Braddock, and was present at the defeat of that general

at the Great Meadows.

During the Revolution, the Loxley House was the resi- «

dence of a Quaker named William Darrah, or Darrach,

whose wife, Lydia, was a true heroine and patriot. While

the British had possession of Philadelphia, the adjutant gen-

eral made his quarters at Darrah's ; and it being a secluded

spot, the superior officers of the army used frequently to hold

their confidential meetings there. On one of these occasions,

the adjutant general ordered Mrs. Darrah to make the upper

back room ready for the reception of his friends, who were

expected to stay late ;
" And," he added, in giving his order,

" be sure, Lydia, your family are all in bed at an early hour."

His manner was emphatic ; and Mrs. Darrah, fearing to disobey, prepared for their recep-

tion. The order impressed her quick perception with curiosity, and she resolved to know

the purport of the meeting. When the officers came the family were in bed, Lydia alone

being up to receive them. This done, she retired to her own couch without undressing.

She was restless, and at length a higher impulse than mere curiosity determined her to be-

come a listener. Softly she stole from her room, and, without shoes, traversed the passage

to the door of the apartment where the officers were assembled. She applied her ear to

the keyhole, when, after a few minutes of silence within, a voice read distinctly an order

of Sir William Howe for the troops to quit the city the next night, and march out to an

attack upon Washington's camp at Whitemarsh. Lydia had heard enough, and, gliding

back to her room, she threw herself on her bed, but not to sleep. In a few minutes there

Loxley's House.

' Memoirs^ P^g© 53.

* Watson's Annah of Philadelphia, i., 163.
^ This view is from Second Street. The building is of imported brick, except the modern addition be-

tween the winc;.s, which is now occupied as a clothing store by an Israelite. The house is suffered to de-

cay, and doubtless the broom of improvement will soon sweep it away, as a cumberer of valuable ground.

* Watson, i., 412.
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Information sent to Washington's Camp by Mrs. Darrah. Disappointment of the British.

December 3,

1777.

Howe's Uuarters.

was a rap at the door ; she knew its meaning, and feigned deep slumber. At the third

knock she arose quickly, and let the adjutant general and his friends depart.

Mrs. Darrah now possessed a momentous secret. She was a true friend to her country,

and she felt that she had a duty to perform, and that quickly. In the still hour of the

night she sent up a silent petition for heavenly guidance, and at dawn she was astir. She

awoke her husband, and informed him that flour was wanted for family use, and that she

must go immediately to Frankford for it, a common
occurrence in those days.' It was a cold December

morning, the snow several inches deep

upon the ground. On foot, and with her

bag in hand, she started on her errand, stopping

at the head-quarters of General Howe° to obtain a

passport to leave the city. Mrs. Darrah reached

Frankford, nearly five miles distant, at an early hour

and, leaving her bag at the mill, pressed forward to-

ward the American outposts to inform Washington

of the intended night attack. She met Lieutenant-

colonel Craig, who had been sent out by the com-

mander-in-chief to gain information respecting the enemy. To him she told the secret, and,

hastening back to the mill, shouldered the bag of flour, and returned home with a heart full

of thankfulness for being made an instrument of usefulness to her country, as she believed,

and as the result proved.

From her window, on that cold starry night which succeeded her morning mission, she

watched the departure of the British troops to make the attack on Washington's camp.

And again she watched from that window when the distant roll of a drum heralded iheir

return from "a fool's errand," indeed; for, "forewarned, forearmed," the Americans were

on the alert, and fully prepared to receive the enemy when they came. Foiled, the British

returned to their encampment in the city. The adjutant general came to his quarters. He
summoned Lydia to his room, and, locking his door with an air of mystery, bade her be

seated. "Were any of your family up, Lydia," he asked, "on the night when I received

company in this house ?" " No," she unhesitatingly replied ;
" they all retired at eight

o'clock." This was true, though Lydia afterward arose. "It is very strange," said the

officer. "You, I know, Lydia, were asleep, for I knocked at your door three times before

you heard me
;
yet it is certain that we were betrayed. I am altogether at a loss to con-

ceive who could have given information to Washington of our intended attack I On arriv-

ing near his encampment, we found his cannon mounted, his troops under arms, and so pre-

pared at every point to receive us, that we have been compelled to march back without in-

juring our enemy, like a parcel of fools. "^ Mrs. Darrah enjoined Lieutenant-colonel Craig

not to disclose her name, for she feared the fury of the enemy ; history has therefore omitted

the name of Lydia Darrah in its record of events at that time, and left well-authenticated

tradition alone to embalm it.*

I walked down to the navy yard, and visited the old Swedes' Church, on Swanson Street,

near by. Its present pastor, the Reverend Mr. Clay, permitted me to view its interior.

• See page 248.
^ General Howe's quarters were in a house on High Street, one door east from the southeast corner of

Sixth Street, where President Washington resided. Three houses, Nos. 192 to 194 High Street, now oc-

cupy the site of this mansion. This view is copied, by permission, from Watson's Annals.

^ Mrs. Ellett's Women of the Revolution, i., 171.

•• Washington, in a letter to Contrress, dated "' Whitemarsh, 10th December, 1777," mentions the fact

that on Thursday night previous, Howe, with all his force, left the city, and the next morning appeared on

Chestnut Hill, in front of the American right wing. He says, " From a variety of intelligence, I had reason

to expect that General Howe was preparing to give us a general action." Writing to Governor Living-

ston on the 11th, he says, Howe " came out with his whole force last Thursday evening, and, after maneu-

vering round us till the Monday following, decamped very hastily, and marched back to Philadelphia."
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Within and without it has been too much modernized to give a very perfect idea of its

original appearance. In its burial inclosure, among graves that were digged a century

and a hall' ago, rest the remains of Wilson, the great American ornithologist. Here was

the first burial-place in Philadelphia ; and here was offered the first Christian worship upon

the western bank of the Delaware above the Schuylldll.

Near the Swedes' Church, and fronting the river at the present navy yard, stood Whar-

tofis Mansion-house. It was of large dimensions, with broad lawns and stately trees around

it. There, on Monday, the 18th of May, 1778, was given a great entertainment in honor

of Sir William Howe and his brother Richard, earl Howe (the naval commander), then on

the eve of their departure from America. It was called the Mischianza, an Italian word

signifying a medley. This entertainment was probably the most magnificent exhibition of

extravagance and folly ever witnessed in America. It very properly drew forth the indig-

nant comments of not only the Whigs in America, but of the true friends of government

here and in England, as an appropriate finale to the sensualities of the British army during

its winter encampment in Philadelphia.' The loose discipline of the army, during those six

months of idleness, did more to weaken the power of the enemy than all the battles they

had yet experienced here, and fully justified the remark of Franklin, that " General Howe

has not taken Philadelphia—Philadelphia has taken General Howe." Major Andre, in

the subjoined letter" to a friend, has given a graphic picture of the Mischianza. It was

published in a London magazine in August, 1782.

1 The following advertisement, which appeared in a Philadelphia paper while the British had possession

of'the city, will "serve to show the impudent proniKaey of some of the English officers at that time:

" Wanted to hire with two single gentlemen, a young ivoman, to act in the capacity of housekeeper, and

who can occasionally put her hand to any thing. Extravagant wages will be given, and no character re-

quired. Any young woman who chooses to oiler, may be further informed at the bar of the City Tavern."

—Watson's Annals, ii., 288. ,.,,,,. ., „o .-^c
a

" Philadelphia, May 23, 1778.

'• For the first time in my life I write to you with unwillingness. The ship that carries home Sir Will-

iam Howe will convey this letter to you ; and not even the pleasure of conversing with my friend can se-

cure me from the jreneral dejection I see around me, or remove the share I must take in the universal re-

gret and disappointment which his approaching departure hath spread throughout the army. We see him

Taken from us at a time when we most stand in need of so skillful and popular a commander
;
when the ex-

perience of three years, and the knowledge he hath acquired of the country and the people, have added to

the confidence we alwavs placed in his conduct and abilities. You know he was ever a favorite with the

military ; but the affection and attachment which all ranks of officers in this army bear him can only be

known by those who have at this time seen them in their effects. I do not believe there is upon record an

instance of a commander-in-chief having so universally endeared himself to those under his command, or of

one who received such signal and flatttjring prools of their love. That our sentiments might be the more

universally and unequivocally known, it was resolved among us that we should give him as splendid an en-

tertainment as the shortness of the time and our present situation would allow us. For the expenses, the

whole army would have most cheerfully contributed ; but it was requisite to draw the line somewhere, and

twenty-two field-officers joined in a subscription adequate to the plan they meant to adopt. I know your

curiosity will be raised on this occasion : I shall therefore give you as partic-

ular an account of our Mischianza as I have been able to collect. From the

name, you will perceive that it was made up of a variety of entertainments.

Four of the gentlemen subscribers were appointed managers—Sir John Wrot-

tlesly, Colonel O'Hara, Major Gardiner, and Montresor, the chief engineer.

On the tickets of admission which they gave out for Monday, the 18th, was en-

graved, in a shield, a view of the sea, with the setting sun, and on a wreath,

the words Luceo discedens, aucto splendore resurgam. At the top was the gen-

eral's crest, with Vive vale ! All around the shield ran a vignette, and various

military trophies filled up the ground.* A grand regatta began the entertain-

ment. It consisted of three divisions. In the first was the Ferret galley, with

Sir William and Lord Howe, Sir Henry Clinton, the officers of their suites, and

some ladies. The Cornwallis sralley brought up the rear, having on board

General Knyphausen and his suite, three British generals, and a party of la-

dies. On each quarter of these galleys, and forming their division, were five

flat-boats, lined with green cloth, and with ladies and gentlemen. In front of
^

the whole were three flat-boats, with a band of music in each. Six barges »" -"""^ ^'^ RoxTLEsLY.t

* See next page. t This is from a silhouette cut by Major Andre.
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Major Andre's Description of the Mischianza.

The Wharto?i Mansimi-house, with its beautiful lawns and noble trees, the scene of the

wicked folly of the enemies of freedom in the midst of a suffering people, has long since dis-

MlSCHIANZA TiCKtT -

rowed about each flank, to keep off" the swarm of boats that covered the river from side to side. The gal-

leys were dressed out in a variety of colors and streamers, and in each flat-boat was displayed the flag of

its own division. In the stream, opposite the cen-

ter of the city, the Fanny, armed ship, magnificent-

ly decorated, was placed at anchor, and at some

distance ahead lay his majesty's ship Roebuck, with

the admiral's flag hoisted at the fore-topmast head.

The transport-ships, extending in a line the whole

length of the town, appeared with colors flying, and

crowded with spectators, as were also the opening

of the several wharves on shore, exhibiting the most

picturesque and enlivening scene the eye could de-

sire. The rendezvous was at Knight's Wharf, at

the northern extremity of the city.' By half past

four the whole company was embarked, and the

signal being made by the Vigilant's manning ship,

the three divisions rowing slowly down, preserving

their proper intervals, and keeping time to the mu-

sic that led the fleet. Arrived between the Fanny

and the Market Wharf, a signal was made from one

of the boats ahead, and the whole lay upon their

oars, while the music played God Save the King,

and three cheers given from the vessels were re-

turned from the multitude on shore. By this time

the flood-tide became too rapid for the galleys to

advance ; they were therefore quitted, and the com-

pany disposed of in different barges. This altera-

tion broke in on the order of procession, but was

necessary to give sufficient time for displaying the entertainment that was prepared on shore. The land-

ing-place was at the old fort,^ a little to the southward of the town, fronting the building prepared for the

reception of the company, about four hundred yards from the water by a gentle ascent. As soon as the

general's barge was seen to push from the shore, a salute of seventeen guns was fired from the Roebuck,

and, after some interval, by the same number from the Vigilant. The company, as they disembarked, ar-

ranged themselves into a line of procession, and advanced through an avenue formed by two files of gren-

adiers, and a line of light horse supporting each file. This avenue led to a square lawn of one hundred and

fifty yards on each side, lined with troops, and properly prepared for the exhibition of a tilt and tournament,

according to the customs and ordinance of ancient chivalry. We proceeded through the center of the

square. The music, consisting of all the bands of the army, moved in front. The managers, with favors

of blue and white ribbons in their breasts, followed next in order. The general, admiral, and the rest of

the company proceeded promiscuously. In front appeared the building, bounding the view, through a vista

formed by two triumphal arches, erected at proper intervals in a line with the landing-place. Two pavil-

ions, with rows of benches, rising one above the other, and serving as the advanced wings of the first tri-

umphal arch, received the ladies, while the gentlemen arranged themselves in convenient order on each

side. On the front seat of each pavilion were placed seven of the principal young ladies of the country,

dressed in Turkish habits, and wearing in their turbans the favors with which they meant to reward the

several knights who were to contend in their honor. These arrangements were scarce made, when the

sound of trumpets was heard at a distance, and a band of knights, dressed in ancient habits of white and

red silk, and mounted on gray horses, richly caparisoned in trappings of the same colors, entered the list,

attended by their esquires on foot, in suitable apparel, in the following order : four trumpeters, properly

habited, their trumpets decorated with small pendant banners ; a herald in his robe of ceremony ;
on his

tunic was the device of his band ; two roses intertwined, with the motto, We droop when separated. Lord

Cathcart, superbly mounted on a managed horse, appeared as chief of these knights ; two young black

slaves, with sashes and drawers of blue and white silk, wearing large silver clasps round their necks and

arms, their breasts and shoulders bare, held his stirrups. On his right hand walked Captain Hazard, and

on his left Captain Brownlow, his two esquires, one bearing his lance, the other his shield. His device was

Cupid riding on a lion ; the motto, Surmounted by Love. His lordship appeared in honor of Miss Auchmuty.

1 A little distance above the present Vine Street.

2 This is a copy of the Mischianza Ticket, one half the size of the original, which, with the drawing of the head-dress upon

page 306, were made by Major Andre. These were presented to Jolin F.Watson, Esq . by Miss Craig, one of the ladies who

participated in (he fete. These curious relics are attached to manuscript annals of Philadelphia, prepared by Mr. Watson, and

by him generously presented to the Franklin Library of that city.

i A little below the present navy yard.
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appeared, and the streets and lanes of the expanding city cover the site. Let us turn from

the spot and its associations, and make our way back to the city proper.

" Then came in order the knights of bis band, each attended by his squire, bearinjr his lance and shield.

" First knight, Honorable Captain Cathcart,' in honor of Miss N. White ; squire, Captain Peters ; de-

vice, a heart and sword
;
motto, Love and honor.

" Second knight. Lieutenant Bygrove, in honor of Miss Craig ; squire, Lieutenant Nich-

ols ; device, Cupid tracing a circle ;
motto, Without end.

" Third knight. Captain Andre,^ in honor of Miss P. Chew ; squire, Lieutenant An-

dre ; device, two game-cocks fighting ; motto. No rival.

" Fourth knight. Captain Horneck, in honor of Miss N. Redman ; squire. Lieutenant

Talbot ; device, a burning heart ; motto, Absence can not extinguish.

" Fifth knight, Captain Matthews, in honor of Miss Bond ; squire, Lieutenant Ham-
ilton ; device, a winged heart; motto. Each fair by turns.

" Sixth knight. Lieutenant Sloper, in honor of Miss M. Shippen f squire. Lieutenant

Brown ; device, a heart and sword
;
motto. Honor and the fair.

" After they had made the circuit of the square, and saluted the ladies as they passed

Captain Cathcabt. before the pavilions, theyTanged themselves in a line with that in which were the ladies

of their device; and their herald (Mr. Beaumont), advancing into the center of the

square, after the flourish of trumpets, proclaimed the following challenge: 'The knights of the Blended

Rose, by me their herald, proclaim and assert that the ladies of the Blended Rose excel in wit, beauty, and

every accomplishment, those of the whole world ; and should any knight or knights be so hardy as to dis-

pute or deny it, they are ready to enter the list with them, and maintain their assertions by deeds of arms,

according to the laws of ancient chivalry.' At the third repetition of the challenge, the sound of trumpets

was heard from the opposite side of the square, and another herald, with four trumpeters, dressed in black

and orange, galloped into the list. He was met by the herald of the Blended Rose, and, after a short par-

ley, they both advanced in front of the pavilions, when the black herald (Lieutenant More) ordered his trum-

pets to sound, and then proclaimed defiance to the challenge in the following words :

" ' The knights of the Burning Mountain present themselves here, not to contest by words, but to dis-

prove by deeds, the vainglorious assertion of the knights of the Blended Rose, and enter these lists to main-

tain that the ladies of the Burning Mountain are not excelled in beauty, virtue, or accomplishments by any

in the universe.'

" He then returned to the part of the barrier through which he had entered, and shortly after, the black

knights, attended by their squires, rode into the lists in the following order

:

'• Four trumpeters preceding the herald, on whose tunic was represented a mountain sending forth flames

;

motto, / bw-n forever.
" Captain Watson, of the Guards, as chief, dressed in a magnificent suit of black and orange silk, and

mounted on a black, managed horse, with trappings of the same colors with his own dress, appeared in

honor of Miss Franks. He was attended in the same manner as Lord Cathcart. Captain Scott bore his

lance, and Lieutenant Lyttlelon his shield. The device, a heart, with a wreath of flowers ; motto, Love

and glory.
" First knight, Lieutenant Underwood, in honor of Miss S. Shippen

;
squire, Ensign Haverkam

;
device,

a pelican feeding her young ; motto. For those I love.

" Second knight, Lieutenant Winyard, in honor of Miss P. Shippen
;

squire. Captain Boscawen ; device,

a bay leaf; motto. Unchangeable.
" Third knight. Lieutenant Delaval, in honor of Miss B. Bond ; squire. Captain Thorne ;

device, a heart

aimed at by several arrows, and struck by one ;
motto. Only one pierce me.

" Fourth knight. Monsieur Montluissant (Lieutenant of the Hessian chasseurs), in honor of Miss R. Red-

man ; squire. Captain Campbell ; device, a sunflower turning toward the sun ; motto, Te vise a vous.

" Fifth knight, Lieutenant Hubbard, in honor of Miss S. Chew ;
squire. Lieutenant Briscoe ;

device, Cu-

pid piercing a coat of mail with his arrow ; motto, Proof to all but Love.
" Sixth knight. Brigade-major Tarlton, in honor of Miss W. Smith ; squire, Ensign Heart ; device, a

light dragoon ; motto. Swift, vigilant, and bold.

" After they had rode round the lists, and made their obeisance to the ladies, they drew up fronting the

White Knights ; and the chief of these having thrown down his gauntlet, the chief of the Black Knights

directed his esquire to take it up. The knights then received their lances from their esquires, fixing their

shields on their left arms, and, making a general salute to each other by a very graceful movement of their

lances, turned round to take their career, and, encountering in full gallop, shivered their spears. In the

second and third encounter they discharged their pistols. In the fourth, they fought with their swords.

At length the two chiefs, spurring forward into the center, engaged furiously in single combat, till the mar-

shal of the field (Major Gwyne) rushed in between the chiefs, and declared that the fair damsels of the

1 Captain (afterward Earl) Cathcart was a son of Lord Cathcart, the chief of the knights on this occasion.

2 Afterward Major Andrd. The lady in whose honor he appeared was daughter of Chief-justice Chew. His squire was his

brother, a youth of nineteen, whom the king afterward knighted, as mentioned on page 199.

5 Afterward the wife of General Arnold.
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Major Andre's Description of the Mischianza.

On Walnut Street, near Sixth, was the prison used as the British Frovost in 1778.

It was under the charge of that infamously cruel scoundrel, Captain Cunningham, a burly,

Blended Rose and Burning Mountain were perfectly satisfied with the proofs of love and the signal feats

of valor given by their respective knights, and commanded them, as they prized the future favors of their

raistresse's, that they would instantly desist from further combat. Obedience being paid by the chiefs to

this order, they joined their respective bands. The White Knights and their attendants filed off to the left,

the Black Knights to the right, and, after passing each other at the lower side of the quadrangle, moved

up alternately Till they approached the pavilions of the ladies, when they gave a general salute.

" A passage being now opened between the two pavilions, the knights, preceded by their squires and

the bands of^music, rode through the first triumphal arch, and arranged themselves to the right and left.

This arch was erected in honor of Lord Howe. It presented two fronts, in the Tuscan order
;
the pedi-

ment was adorned with various naval trophies, and at top was the figure of Neptune, with a trident in his

ri"-ht hand. In a niche on each side stood a sailor with a drawn cutlass. Three plumes of feathers were

placed on the summit of each wing, and in the entablature was this inscription : Laus illi dcbctiir, et alme

gratia major. The interval between the two arches was an avenue three hundred feet long and thirty-four

broad. It was lined on each side with a file of troops ; and the colors of all the army, planted at proper

distances, had a beautiful effect in diversifying the scene. Between these colors the knights and squires

took their stations. The bands continued to play several pieces of martial music. The company moved

forward in procession, with the ladies in the Turkish habits in front ; as

these passed, they were saluted by their knights, who then dismounted and

joined them ;
and in this order we were all conducted into a garden that

fronted the house, through the second triumphal arch, dedicated to the gen-

eral. This arch was also built in the Tuscan order. On the interior part

of the pediment was painted a plume of feathers, and various military tro-

phies. At top stood the figure of Fame, and in the entablature this device,

/, bone, quo virtus tua te vocct ; I pcde fauslo. On the right-hand pillar was

placed a bomb-shell, and on the left a flaming heart. The front next the

house was adorned with preparations for fire-works. From the garden we

ascended a flight of steps covered with carpets, which led into a spacious

hall ; the panels painted in imitation of Sienna marble,' inclosing festoons of

white marble ; the surbase, and all below, was black. In this hall, and in

the adjoining apartments,' were prepared tea, lemonade, and other cooling

liquors, to which the company seated themselves ; during which time the

knights came in, and on the knee received their favors from their respective

ladies. One of these rooms was afterward appropriated for the use of the

faro-table. As you entered it, you saw, on a panel over the chimney, a cor-

nucopia, exuberantly filled with flowers of the richest colors ; over the door,

as you went out, another represented itself shrunk, reversed, and emptied.

" From these apartments we were conducted up to a ball-room, decorated

Head-dkessfortheMischianza.2 in a light, elegant style of painting. The ground was a pale blue, paneled

From a Drawing by Maior Andre. with a small gold bead, and in the interior filled with droppmg festoons of

flowers in their natural colors. Below the surbase the ground of rose-pink,

with drapery festooned in blue. These decorations were heightened by eighty-five mirrors,^ decked with

rose-pink silk ribbons and artificial flowers ; and in the intermediate spaces were thirty-four branches with

wax-lights, ornamented in a similar manner.
" On the same floor were four drawing-rooms, with side-boards of refreshments, decorated and lighted in

the same style and taste as the ball-room. The ball was opened by the knights and their ladies, and the

dances continued till ten o'clock, when the windows were thrown open, and a magnificent bouquet of rock-

ets began the fire-works. These were planned by Captain Montressor, the chief engineer, and consisted

of twenty different exhibitions, displayed under his direction with the happiest success, and in the highest

style of beauty. Toward the conclusion, the interior part of the triumphal arch was illuminated, amid an

uninterrupted flight of rockets and bursting of balloons. The military trophies on each side assumed a va-

1 The chief portions of the decorations were painted by Major Andre and Captain Oliver Delancy, ofNew York. The Sienna

marble was on canvas, in imitation of scene-painting in theaters. They also painted the scenery for the theater that was estab-

lished in Philadelphia that winter, the proceeds of which were given to the widows and orphans of their soldiers.—Watson's Ati.

nah, ii., 292.

2 The costume of the ladies was as follows : those of the Blended Rose a white silk, called a Polonaise, forming a flowing robe,

and open in front to the waist; the pink sash six inches wide, and filled with spangles ; the shoes and stockings also spangled ;

the liead-dress more towering than the drawing, and filled with a profusion of pearls and jewels. The vail was spangled, and

edaed with silver lace. The ladies of the Burning Mountain wore white sashes edged with black, and black trimmings to white

silk Polonaise gowns.

There were no ladies of British officers at the entertainment, except Miss Auchmuty, the new bride of Captain Montressor.

There were not exceeding fifty American young ladies present; the others were married, and these were few, for most of the

ladies had left the city on the approach of the British.—Watson's Annals, ii., 293.

3 All these mirrors and lusters, according to Mr. Watson, the annalist, were borrowed from the citizens, and were all sent bach

with the ornaments on. Mr. Watson derived much information on these points from Mrs. L
,
the " queen of the Miscliianza."
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Major Andre's Description of the Mischianza. Philadelphia Pro%-ost Prison. Cunningham.

ill-natured Irishman of sixty years, whose conduct as provost marshal here and in New
York has connected his name with all that is detestable. There were confined the Amer-

ican prisoners taken at Brandywine and Ger-

mantown, many of whom died of starvation aft-

er feeling the lash of Cunningham's whip, or

the force of his heavy boot, and were buried in

the Potter's Field near by, now the beautiful

Washington Square. It makes the blood cur-

dle to read of the sufierings of those who fell

under the sway of that monster, so devilish in

all his ways. The miseries of others seemed to

give him great delight ; and often, in the sight The Walnut street Pbison.i

of the starving prisoners, would he kick over a

pail of soup, or scatter a basket of fruit or cold victuals which some benevolent hand had

placed upon the door-stone with the hope that it might nourish the famished soldiers ! We
shall meet him hereafter as provost marshal in New York. Tradition says he was hung

riety of transparent colors. The shell and flaming heart on the wings sent forth Chinese fountains, succeeded

by tire-pots. Fame appeared at top, spangled with stars, and from her trumpet blowing the following de-

vice in letters of light: Lcs Lauricrs soni immortcls. A sauteur of rockets, bursting from the pediment,

concluded the feu d' artifice.

" At twelve supper was announced, and large folding-doors, hitherto artfully concealed, being suddenly

thrown open, discovered a magnificent saloon of two hundred and ten feet by forty, and twenty-two feet in

height, with three alcoves on each side, which served for side-boards. The ceiling was the segment of a

circle, and the sides were painted of a light straw color, with vine leaves and festoons of flowers, some in

a bright, some in a darkish green. Fifty-six large pier-glasses, ornamented with green silk artificial flow-

ers and ribbons ; one hundred branches, with three lights in each, trimmed in the same manner as the mir-

rors ; eighteen lusters, each with twenty-four lights, suspended from the ceiling, and ornamented as the

branches ; three hundred wax tapers, disposed along the supper-tables ;
four hundred and thirty covers

;

twelve hundred dishes
;
twenty-four black slaves in Oriental dresses, with silver collars and bracelets,

ranged in two lines, and bending to the ground as the general and admiral approached the saloon
;

all

these, forming together the most brilliant assemblage of gay objects, and appearing at once as we entered

by an easy descent, exhibited a coup d'ccil beyond description magnificent.

" Toward the end of supper, the herald o( the Blended Rose, in his habit of ceremony, attended by his

trumpets, entered the saloon, and proclaimed the king's health, the queen, and the royal family
; the army

and navy, with their respective commanders ; the knights and their ladies
;

the ladies in general. Each

of these toasts was followed by a flourish of music. After supper we returned to the ball-room, and con-

tinued to dance till four o'clock.

" Such, my friend, is the description, though a very faint one, of the most splendid entertainment, I be-

lieve, ever given by an army to their general. But what must be more grateful to Sir William Howe is

the spirit and motive from which it was given. He goes from this to-morrow
;

but. as I understand, he

means to stay a day or two with his brother on board the Eagle, at Billingsport. I shall not seal this letter

till I see him depart from Philadelphia
"

' This edifice was erected in 1774, and taken down in 1836. The beautiful new Athenaeum occupies

a portion of the ground on Sixth Street, and the remainder is covered by elegant dwellings. It is a singu-

lar fact that the architect who constructed it was the first person incarcerated in it. He was a Whig, and,

having incurred the displeasure of the British, he was locked up in that prison. The Public Ledger of June

26th, 1837, gives an account of an armorial drawing, representing, in bold relief, a cuirass, cas(]ue, gorget,

and Roman battle-ax, with radiating spears, which was made upon an arch of one of the second story cells,

by Marshall, an English engraver, who was confined there for many years for counterfeiting the notes of

the United States Bank. He was the son of the notorious " Bag and Hatchet Woman," of St. Giles's, Lon-

don, who followed the British army in its Continental campaigns, and gathered spoils from the slain and

wounded on the field of battle. Those who were dead were readily plundered, and the wounded as readily

dispatched. This woman and son were master-spirits in the purlieus of St. Giles's, among robbers and

counterfeiters. The gang were at length betrayed, and the parent and child fled to this country, bringing

with them considerable wealth in money and jewels. They lived in splendid style in Philadelphia, riding

in a gorgeous cream-colored phffiton, drawn by richly-caparisoned horses, driven tandem. Their means

were soon exhausted, when the son married, and commenced business as an engraver. He counterfeited

notes of the United States Bank, was detected, and in 1803 was sentenced to eighteen )'ears' confinement

and hard labor in the Walnut Street Prison, then the State Penitentiary. While he was in prison, his

mother, who had wandered away from Philadelphia in poverty and destitution, was executed in another

state for a foul murder and arson.
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Washington Square. Office of the Secretary of Foreign Affairs. The Secretary's Aids.

at Newgate, in England ; but the records of that prison, examined by Mr. Bancroft, exhibit

no such name.

Washington Square, the finest promenade in Philadelphia, was inclosed and set apart

as a " Potter's Field"—a place to bury strangers in—in 1704, and was used, for that pur-

pose until within the last thirty-five years. There a great multitude of soldiers, who died

of the small-pox and camp diseases, were buried in 1776-7. It was indeed a Golgotha.

Many of the bodies, buried in pits from twenty to thirty feet square, were piled upon each

other, the topmost barely covered with earth. At least two thousand American soldiers

were buried there within the space of eight months. The bodies of hundreds of victims of

the yellow fever, in 1793, there found a resting-place. At that time, the ground being full,

interments ceased. It was made a public walk in 1815; and that "city of the dead,"

shaded by sixty or seventy varieties of trees, is now traversed daily by thousands of the in-

habitants of the teeming city of the living around it.

From Washington Square I walked to No. 1 3 South Sixth Street, to view the ancient

edifice on the premises of the late P. S. Duponceau, Esq., mentioned by Watson, in his An-

nals, as the " Office of the Secretary of Foreign Affairs.'" I was disappointed, for improve-

ment had demolished the venerated building, and stately edifices, dedicated to traffic, occu-

pied its place. Referring to this building, Mr. Watson observes : " It is a house appropri-

ately owned by such a possessor [Duponceau] ; for in it he who came as a volunteer to

join our fortune, and to aid our cause, as a captain under Baron Steuben, became afterward

one of the under secretaries to our minister of Foreign Relations, and in that building gave

his active and early services. In the year 1782-3, under that humble roof, presided, as

our then Secretary for Foreign Affairs, the Honorable Pvobert R. Livingston. Up stairs, in

the small front room facing the street, sat that distinguished personage, wielding, by his

mind and pen, the destinies of our nation. In the adjoining back room sat the two under

secretaries—Louis R. Morris, since governor of Vermont,' and our venerated citizen, Mr. Du-

^-^ ponceau. These having charge of the archives of the nation,

r^J ('C^tmCC^t^yC- ^W preserved them all within the inclosure of a small wooden^—^r

—

Z^Z:^^^"^ press I The only room down stairs, on the ground floor, was
'====^^—^^^ "^- ' that occupied by the two clerks and the interpreter. One of

these clerks, Mr. Henry Remsen, was afterward president of a bank in New York f and the

other, Mr. Stone, has been governor of Maryland. The translator was the Reverend Mr.

Tetard, the pastor of the French Reformed Church."" The house, at that time, was quite

beyond the verge of city population ; now the site is near the center of business. There

are other localities of lesser note, made memorable by events of the Pvevolution. I can not

note them all, for other scenes of more general interest demand our attention. The curious

in such matters may find a full reward in perusing Watson's Annals of Philadelphia,

which contain nearly all that is worth remembering of the past of that city.

The sites of many scenes of the Revolution are covered up and forgotten forever. I tried

in vain to find some living person who could point out the localities of the intrenchments

which Howe caused to be thrown up across the isthmus at Philadelphia, between the Del-

aware and the Schuylkill, and the place of the encampment of the British army when they

first occupied the city. I am enabled, however, to point out those localities through the

aid of a more reliable cicerone than tradition, a rare and valuable map of Philadelphia,"

published in London in 1779, the year following the evacuation of that city by the British.

It was drawn by competent engineers in the king's service. It is upon the same scale as

the plan of Philadelphia published in Tanner's Atlas in 1843. By a careful comparison

' A picture of this building may be found in another part of this work.
' This is a mistake. Mr. Morris was never governor of Vermont. He was clerk of the lower branch

of the Legislature of that state in 1790, and a member of Congress from 1797 to 1803.

^ Manhattan Bank. * Annals, i., 423.

* This map is entitled, "A Plan of the City and Environs of Philadelphia, with the works and encamp-

ments of his majesty's forces, under the command of Lieutenant-general Sir William Howe, K.B."



OF THE REVOLUTION. 309

British Fortifications in Philadelphia. The British Encampment. Personal Appearance of the British Officers.

of the two I have obtained the following result, which I am satisfied is quite correct

:

The line of intrenchments from the Delaware to the Schuylkill extended from the mouth

of Conoquonoque Creek, just above Willow Street, to the "Upper Ferry" on the Schuyl-

kill, then nearly on a line with Callowhill Street. They consisted of ten redoubts, con-

nected by strong palisades. The first redoubt, which was garrisoned by the Queen's

Rano-ers, under Simcoe, was near the junction of Green and Oak Streets, and then near the

forks of the roads leading to Frankford and Kensington. The second redoubt was a little

west of North Second and Noble Streets ; the third, between North Fifth and Sixth, and

Noble and Buttonwood Streets ; the fourth, on Eighth Street, between Noble and Button-

wood ; the fifth, on Tenth, between Buttonwood and Pleasant ; the sixth, on Buttonwood,

between Thirteenth and North Broad ; the seventh, on North Schuylkill Eighth, between

Pennsylvania Avenue and Hamilton Street ; the eighth, on North Schuylkill Fifth and

Pennsylvania Avenue ; the ninth, on North Schuylkill Second, near Callowhill Street ; and

the tenth, on the bank of the Schuylkill, at the "Upper Ferry."

The encampment extended westward from North Fifth, between Vine and Callowhill, as

far as North Schuylkill Second. The Hessian grenadiers were encamped between Callow-

hill, Noble, Fifth, and Seventh Streets. The fourth, fortieth, and fifty-fifth British grena-

diers, and a body of fusileers, were on the north side of Callowhill, between Seventh and

Fourteenth Streets. Eight regiments lay upon high ground, known as Bush's Hills, ex-

tending from Fourteenth, nearly on a line with Vine, to the Upper Ferry. Near the re-

doubt at the Ferry was another body of Hessians. The Yagers, horse and foot, were en-

camped upon a hill near the junction of North Schuylkill Front and Pennsylvania Avenue.

On the Pvidge Pvoad, near Thirteenth Street, and on Eighth, near Green, were corps of in-

fantry. Light dragoons and three regiments of infantry were posted near a pond between

Vine, Race, North Eighth, and Twelfth Streets. Gray's, or "Lower Ferry," was at the

grounds of the Naval Arsenal, on the Schuylkill. A little below the "Middle Ferry," at

the foot of Chestnut Street, on the Schuylkill, was a fascine redoubt, and near it the sev-

enty-first regiriient was encamped. Some Yagers were stationed at the " Point House" (see

map on page 298), opposite Gloucester. These localities, with those of the redoubts men-

tioned on page 310, were all out of the city ; its extent then being from Christian Street on

the south, to Callowhill Street on the north, or the boundary of Spring Garden. It was wid-

est between Arch and Walnut Streets, where it extended from the Delaware to Ninth Street.'

When winter set in, many of the troops, and all the officers, occupied the public build-

ings and houses of the inhabitants, also the old British barracks in the Northern Liberties.

The artillery were quartered in Chestnut Street, between Third and Sixth Streets, and the

State House yard was made a park for their use. During the winter, General Howe oc-

cupied a house on High Street, where Washington afterward resided ;^ his brother, Lord

' The following composed the entire number of public buildings in Philadelphia at that time : State

House; Market; Jail; Work-house; Barracks, built in 1755 ;
College and Academy ; City Alms-house

;

Quakers' Alms-house ;
two Quaker meeting-houses ;

Christ Church ;
Anabaptist meeting-house

;
Presby-

terian meeting-house ; German Lutheran Church ; Roman Catholic Church
;

St. Paul's Church; St. Peter's

Church ; the Swedes' Church
;
Quakers' School-house ; and a small city court-house. The hospital and

play-house were in the unsettled part of the town.
'^ See engraving, page 302. Watson has the following notice of the personal appearance of some of the

British officers :
" Sir William Howe was a fine figure, full six feet high, and well proportioned, not un-

like in his appearance to General Washington. His manners were graceful, and he was much beloved by

his officers and soldiers for his generosity and afTability. Sir Henry Clinton, his successor, was short

and fat, with a full face and prominent nose. In his intercourse he was reserved, and not so popular as

Howe. Lord Cornwallis was short and thick-set, his hair somewhat gray, his face well formed and

agreeable, his manners remarkably easy and affable. He was much beloved by his men. General Knyp-

HAUSEN was much of the German in his appearance ; not tall, but slender and straight. His features were

sharp; in manners he was very polite. He was gentle, and much esteemed. He spread his butter upon

his bread with his thumb ! Colonel Tarleton was rather below the middle size, stout, strong, heavily

made, large muscular legs, dark complexion, and his eyes small, black, and piercing. He was very active.

General Howe, while in Philadelphia, seized and kept for his own use Mary Pemberton's coach and

horses, in which he used to ride about town."

—

Annals, ii., 287.
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Loss of the Delaware Frigate. Torpedoes sent down the River from Bordentown. " Battle of the Kegs."

Howe, resided in Chestnut Street, in the building occupied by the Farmers and Mechanics

Bank ; General Knyphausen lived in South Second, opposite Little Dock Street ; Corn-

wallis's quarters were in Second, above Spruce Street ; and Major Andre dwelt in Dr.

Franklin's mansion in a court back from High Street.'

As soon as the British had taken possession of Philadelphia, they erected three batteries

near the river, to protect the city against the American shipping.^ Before the batteries

were finished, Commodore Hazlewood ordered the Delaware and Montgomery frigates, each

of twenty-four guns, and the sloop Fly, some galleys and gondolas, to move near and attack

them. On the morning of the 27th of September, they opened a cannonade upon
^^'^'

the works. The Delaware grounded, at the falling of the tide, near the present Up-

per Ferry to Camden from Kensington, and, before she could be got off', the guns of the

British batteries compelled her colors to be struck. A schooner was driven ashore, and the

remainder of the vessels escaped down the river. The affair was badly managed, and dis-

aster followed. These batteries, as well as the lines of fortifications from the Delaware to

the Schuylkill, have long since passed away.

During the occupation of the city, the enemy were annoyed by the patriots in various

ways. In January, some Whigs at Bordentown sent a number of kegs down the Delaware,

which were filled with powder, and furnished with machinery, in such a manner that, on

rubbing against any object in the stream, they would immediately explode. These torpe-

does were the invention of Mr. Bushnell, of Connecticut, and will be noticed hereafter.

They were intended for the destruction of the British shipping then lying in the river op-

posite Philadelphia. It so happened that, on the very night when these kegs were sent down,

the vessels were hauled into the docks to avoid the effects of the ice then rapidly forming.

They thus escaped mischief One of these kegs exploded near the city, and spread general

alarm. Not a stick or chip floated for twenty-four hours afterward but it was fired at by

the British troops. This battle of the kegs furnished the theme for a facetious poem from

the pen of Francis Hopkinson, Esq., one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence.'

1 Mrs. Bache, daughter of Dr. Franklin, occupied his house when the enemy approached Philadelphia.

She left the city, and took refuge with a friend in the country. After her return in July, she thus wrote to

her father, who was then in France :
" I found your house and furniture, upon my return to town, in much

better order than I had reason to expect from the hands of such a rapacious crew. They stole and carried

off with them some of your musical instruments, viz., a Welsh harp, ball harp, the set of tuned bells which

were in a box, viol-de-sjamba, all the spare armonica glasses, and one or two spare cases. Your armonica

is safe.* They took likewise the few books that were left behind, the chief of which were Temple's

school-books, and the History of the Arts and Sciences in French, which is a great loss to the public.

Some of your electric apparatus is missing ; also, a Captain Andre took with him a picture of you which

hung in the dining-room."
2 One of these, with three guns, was on the site of the present navy yard

;
another, with four guns, was

below the navy yard, near Reed and Swanson Streets ; another, with three guns, was in front of Wharton's

Mansion, upon an eminence below Front and Christian Streets.

' Mr. Hopkinson was also the author of " Hail Columbia," one of our most popular national songs. The

following is a copy of

"THE BATTLE OF THE KEGS.
" Gallants attend, and hear a friend " 'Twas early day, as poets gay,

Trill forth harmonious ditty
;

Just when the sun was rising,

Strange things I'll tell, which late befell A soldier stood on log of wood,

In Philadelphia city. And saw a thing surprising.

* This was a musical instrument invented by Dr. Franklin. He saw, in London, a musical Instrument, consisting of tumblers,

and played by passing a wet finger around their rims. The glasses were arranged on a table, and tuned by putting water in

them until they gave the notes required. Franklin was charmed by the sweet tones, and, after many trials, succeeded in con-

structin"- an instrument of a ditferent form, and much superior. His glasses were made in the shape of a hemisphere, with an

open neck or socket in the middle, for the purpose of being fixed on an iron spindle. They were then arranged, one after

another, on this spindle ; the largest at one end, and gradually diminishing in size to the smallest at the other end. The tones

depended on the size of the glasses. The spindle, with its series of glasses, was fixed horizontally in a case, and turned by a

wheel attached to its larsre end, upon the principle of a common spinning-wheel. The performer sat in front of the instrument,

and the tones were brouaht out by applying a wet finger to the exterior surface of the glasses as they turned round. It became

quite a popular instruinent. A Miss Cecilia Davies acquired great skill in playing upon it, and, with her sister, performed in

various cities in Europe. She performed in the presence of the imperial court of Vienna at the celebration of the nuptials of

the Duke of Parma and the Archduchess of Austria. Metastasio composed an ode for the occasion, expressly designed to be

simg by her sister, and accompanied by the armo7i2ca.—Sparks's Life of Franklin, page 264.
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Alarm during the Mischianza Fete. Boldness of Americans. Interesting Places near Philadelphia.

On the night of the Mischianza, while the enemy were enjoying the festivities o{i\ie fete.

Colonel Allen M'Lane, father of one of our ministers to the court of St. James, devised a

stratagem to break them up. At ten o'clock he reached the abatis in front of the British

works with one hundred and fifty men, in four divisions, supported by Clow's dragoons.

They carried camp-kettles filled with combustibles, and at a given signal they fired the

whole line of abatis. The British beat the long alarm roll, and the assailants M'ere at-

tacked and pursued by the strong guard along the Hnes. The officers at the fete managed

to keep the ladies ignorant of the cause of the tumult without. M'Lane and his associates

escaped to the hills of the Wissahicon, and bent their way toward Valley Forge. This was

the last time the British felt the annoyance of the patriots while in Philadelphia ; for they

soon afterward evacuated the city, crossed the Delaware, and marched for New Yoik. We
shall overtake them on the plains of Monmouth.

Germantown, Whitemarsh, Barren Hill, and Valley Forge, lying within a short distance

of Philadelphia, are all intimately connected, in their Pvevolutionary history, with the city,

particularly in relation to its possession and final evacuation by the British in 1777—S.

We will proceed to these interesting localities, after considering, for a moment, the patriot-

ism of the ivomeii of Philadelphia, which beamed out, clear as Hesperus, at the darkest

hour of the struggle for freedom."

In the summer of 1780 the distress of the American army was very great, on account

of the scarcity of clothing, and the inadequate means possessed by the commissary depart-

'As in amaze he stood to gaze

(The truth can't be denied, sir),

He spied a score of kegs, or more,

Come floating down the tide, sir.

' A sailor, too, in jerkin blue,

The strange appearance viewing,

First d—d his eyes, in great surprise,

Then said, ' Some mischief's brewing.

"These kegs, I'm told, the rebels hold,

Pack'd up like pickled herring;

And they've come down t' attack the town
In this new way of ferry'ng.'

' The soldier flew, the sailor too.

And, scared almost to death, sir.

Wore out their shoes to spread the news,

And ran till out of breath, sir.

'Now up and down, throughout the town,

Most frantic scenes were acted :

And some ran here, and others there,

Like men almost distracted.

' Some fire cried, which some denied,

But said the earth had quaked
;

And girls and boys, with hideous noise.

Ran through the streets half naked.

'Sir William* he, snug as a flea,

Lay all this time a snoring

;

Nor dream'd of harm as he lay warm
In bed with Mrs. L . . . ng.t

' Now, in a fright, he starts upright,

Awaked by such a clatter ;

He rubs both eyes, and boldly cries,

'For God's sake, what's the matter?'

' .4t his bed-side he then espied

Sir Erskine.j at command, sir;

Upon one foot he had one boot.

And t'other in his hand, sir.

"Arise ! arise !' Sir Erskine cries

;

' The rebels—more's the pity

—

Without a boat, are all afloat.

And ranged before the city.

"
' The motley crew, in vessels new,

With Satan for their guide, sir,

Pack'd up in bags, or wooden kegs.

Come driving down the tide, sir.

" ' Therefore prepare for bloody war

;

These kegs must all be routed

;

'

Or surely we despised shall be.

And British courage doubted.'

" The royal band now ready stand,

All ranged in dread array, sir,

With stomach stout to see it out.

And make a bloody day, sir.

" The cannons roar from shore to shore
;

The small-arms loud did rattle
;

Since wars began I'm sure no man
E'er saw so strange a battle.

'• The rebel dales, the rebel vales.

With rebel trees surrounded,

The distant woods, the hills and floods.

With rebel echoes sounded.

" The fish below swam to and fro,

Attack'd from every quarter ;

Why sure (thought they), the deval's to pny

'Mong folk above the water.

" The kegs, 'tis said, though strongly made
Of rebel staves and hoops, sir.

Could not oppose their powerful foes.

The conq'ring British troops, sir.

"From morn to night, these men of might

Display'd amazing courage.

And when the sun was fairly down.
Retired to sup their porridge.

"A hundred men, with each a pen.

Or more, upon ray word, sir.

It is most true, would be too few,

Their valor to record, sir.

" Such feats did they perform that day

Against these wicked kegs, sir.

That, years to come, if they get home.
They'll make their boasts and brags, sir."

* Sir William Howe.

f The wife of a Boston refugee, who was then a commissary of prisoners in Philadelphia. He is represented by some as

being second only to Cunningham in cruelty, while others speak of him as an honorable man. % Sir William Erskine.
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Patriotism of the Philadelphia Women. Mrs. Reed and Mrs. Bache. De Chastellux'a Visit to Mrs. Bache.

Mrs. Esthee Reed.

ment to afibrd a supply. The generous sympathies of the ladies of Philadelphia were aroused,

and they formed an association for the purpose of afibrding relief to the poor soldiers. Never

was the energy of genuine sympathy more nobly exercised than

by the patriotic women who joined hands in this holy endeavor.

Mrs. Esther Reed, the wife of General Joseph Reed, though

feeble in health, and surrounded by family cares, entered with

hearty zeal into the service, and was, by the united voice of

her associates, placed at the head of the society.' Mrs. Sarah

Bache, daughter of Dr. Franklin, was also a conspicuous actor

in the formation of the association, and in carrying out its

plans. All classes became interested, and the result was glo-

rious. "All ranks of society seemed to have joined in the lib-

eral effort, from Phillis, the colored woman, with her humble

seven shillings and sixpence, to the Marchioness De La Fayette,

who contributed one hundred guineas in specie,^ and the Count-

ess De Luzerne, who gave six thousand dollars in Continental paper.' Those who had no

money to contribute gave the service of their hands in plying

the needle, and in almost every house the good work went on.

It was charity in its genuine form, and from its purest source

—the voluntary outpourings from the heart. It was not stim-

ulated by the excitements of our day—neither fancy fairs or

bazars ; but the American women met, and, seeing the neces-

sity that asked interposition, relieved it. They solicited money

and other contributions directly and for a precise and avowed

object. They labored with their needles, and sacrificed their

trinkets and jewelry."^ The Marquis De Chastellux, who

was in Philadelphia while these efforts were in progress, was

delighted with the event. In describing a visit to several of

the American ladies, he says, " We began by Mrs. Bache. She

merits all the anxiety we had to see her, for she is the daughter of Mr. Franklin. Simple

in her manners, like her respectable father, she possesses his benevolence. She conducted

us into a room filled with work, lately finished by the ladies of Philadelphia. This work

consisted neither of embroidered tambour waistcoats, nor net-work edgings, nor of gold and

silver brocade—it was a quantity of shirts for the soldiers of Pennsylvania. The ladies

bought the linen from their own private purses, and took a pleasure in cutting them out

and sewing them themselves. On each shirt was the name of the married or unmarried

lady who made it, and they amounted to twenty-two hundred."^ The results of this effort

' Mrs. Reed was a daughter of Dennis de Berdt, a London merchant, and for some time agent for the

colonies. De Berdt's house was the resort of many Americans in England, among whom was Joseph

Reed, who afterward became his daughter's husband. They were married in London in 1780. Her fa-

ther became a bankrupt, and died soon afterward. Esther accompanied her husband to America imme-

diately after her marriage. The Revolution soon broke out, and, as Mr. Reed was an active participator

in its earliest hostile scenes, the young wife and mother was kept, almost from her first residence in Amer-

ica, in a state of excitement and alarm. Fragile in body, and of nervous temperament, her health suffered

;

and, a few months after she became an active member of the association of ladies for the relief of the Amer-

ican army, she went down into the grave. She died on the 18th of September, 1780, aged thirty-four years.

^ La Fayette contributed this sum in the name of his wife. In his letter to Mrs. Reed inclosing the

amount, he remarked, " Without presuming ^o break in upon the rules of your respected association, may

I most humbly present myself as her embassador to the confederate ladies, and solicit in her name that Mrs.

President be pleased to accept her offering."

M. De Marbois, the French secretary of legation, in a letter to Mrs. Reed on the occasion, said, " You

have been chosen, madam, for that important duty, because, among them all, you are the best patriot, the

most zealous and active, and most attached to the interests of your country."

^ Equal to nearly one hundred dollars in specie.

* Mrs. Ellet's Wotnen of the Revolution, i., 53. Life and Correspondence of President Reed.

5 Travels in North Jmerica, i., 197. The marquis, in his account of his social intercourse in Philadel-

Mrs. S-\rah Bache.
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Contributions of Clothing for the Soldiers. Germantown. James Logan. Speech of Logan, the Indian Chiel.

were Treat and timely. The aggregate amount of contributions in the city and county of

Philadelphia was estimated at seven thousand five hundred dollars in specie value. Added

to this was a princely donation from Robert Morris of the contents of a ship fully laden

with military stores and clothing, which had unexpectedly arrived.' During the cold winter

that followed, hundreds of poor soldiers in Washington's camp had occasion to bless the

women of Philadelphia for their labor of love.

On the morning of the 29th of November, I left Philadelphia for Germantown,
^^^^

about six miles distant, accompanied by Mr. Agnew, who journeyed with me to

Whitemarsh, Barren Hill, Valley Forge, and Paoli. It was a delightful morning, the air

a little frosty. The road from the city to its ancient suburban village passes through a

pleasant, undulating country, and was swarming with vehicles of every kind a greater por-

tion of the way. The village of Germantown extends along a fine Macadamized road for

nearly three niiles, having no lateral streets, and, though so near a great commercial city,

few places in the United States present more striking appearances of antiquity. Twenty

or thirty of the low, steep-roofed, substantial stone houses, with quaint pent-eaves and pon-

derous cornices, built by the early inhabitants, yet remain, and produce a picturesque feature

in the midst of the more elegant modern mansions of a later generation.'' It was first laid

out and a settlement commenced under a grant to Francis Daniel Pastorius in 1684. He

purchased six thousand acres from William Penn, and the whole was settled ^by Germans.

James Logan, the confidential secretary of Penn, had a favorite country house upon a hill

at the southern end of the village, which is still called Logan's Hill.'

phia, mentions a visit to Mr. Huntington, the President of Congress. " We found him," he says, " in his

cabinet, liijhted by a single candle. This simplicity reminded me of that of the Fabricius's and the Philo-

pemens. '^Mr. Huntington is an upright man, and espouses no party." Mr. Duponceau relates that Mr.

Huntington and himseff often breakfa.sted together on whortleberries and milk. On one of these occasions

Mr. H.'said, " What now, Mr. Duponceau, would the princes of Europe say, could they see the first mag-

istrate of this ereat country at his frugal repast ?"—Watson, i., 424.

' De Chastellux, speakinij of Robert Morris, says, " It is scarcely to be credited that, amid the disasters

of America, Mr. Morris, the inhabitant of a town just emancipated from the hands of the English, should

possess a fortune of eiijht millions. It is, however, in the most critical times that great fortunes are ac-

quired. The fortunate' return of several ships, the still more successful cruises of his privateers, have in-

creased his riches beyond his expectations, if not beyond his wishes." Morris lost as many as one hundred

and fifty vessels, most of them without insurance, during the war
;
but, as many escaped, and made immense

profits, his losses were made up to him. In a letter to a friend in England, Mr. Morris remarked that,

notwithstanding he lost immense sums, he came out of the difficulties, at the peace, " about eyen.|'

Amontv the numerous clerks employed by Mr. Morris was James Rees, who entered his service in 1776.

then a lacl in his thirteenth year. Mr. Rees died at his residence in Geneva, New York, on the 24th of

March, 1851, at the age of eighty-seven years.

- Mr. Watson says (p. 19, vol. ii.), " Many of the old houses in Germantown are plastered on the inside

with clay and straw mixed, and over it is laid a thin lime plaster. In a house ninety years of age, taken

down, the grass in the clay appeared as green as when first cut. Oldmixon describes Germantown in 1700

a.s composed of one street, a mile in length, lined on each side, in front of the houses, with ' blooming

peach-trees.'
"

» James Logan was the Indian's friend, and, in remembrance of him, Shikellimus named his son Logan.

Shikellimus was a Cayuga chief, and one of the converts to Christianity under the preaching of the Mora-

vians. Logan became a chief among the Mingoes, and dwelt in the present Mifflin county, in Pennsylva-

nia. He vvas a friend of the whites,^but suffered dreadfully at their hands. His whole family were mur-

dered on the Ohio, a little below Wheeling, by a band of white men who feigned friendship, in the spring

of 1774. In the autumn of that year his consent was asked to a treaty with Lord Dunmore. On that oc-

casion he made the following speech to the white messenger, which Mr. Jefferson has preserved
:
" I ap-

peal to any white man to say, if ever he entered Logan's cabin hungry, and he gave him no meat
;

if he

ever came cold and naked, and he clothed him not. During the course of the last long and bloody war.

Logan remained idle in his cabin, an advocate for peace. Such was my love for the whites, that my coun-

trymen pointed as they passed, and said, 'Logan is the friend of the white men.' I had even thought tc

have lived with you, but for the injuries of one man. Colonel Cresap,* the last spring, in cold blood, and

unprovoked, murdered all the relations of Logan, not even sparing my women and children. This called

on me for revenge. I have sought it. I have killed many. I have fully glutted my vengeance. Fo r

* It ha3 been satisfactorily demonstrated that Logan was mistaken in the name of the leader of those who slew his friends.

This subject is noticed more in detail in a subsequent chapter.

II. X
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Officers of Government at Germantown. Chew's House. Destructive Effects of War. Benjamin Chew.

Chew's House.

In various ways the history of Germantown is intimately connected with that of Phila-

delphia, particularly at the time of the Pvevolution. It was then the residence of several

men distinguished in the annals of the war ; and in 1793, when the yellow fever was raging

in Philadelphia, the officers of both the state and federal governments resided there for a

short time. President Washington occupied the mansion of the Perot family, where General

Howe had his quarters at one time. Jeflerson, who was secretary of state, occupied the

building afterward the Bank of German-

town ; and other officers of the general gov-

ernment were in private houses. The trus-

tees of the Academy agreed to rent that ed-

ifice "to the Congress of the United States,

at their next session, for the sum of three

hundred dollars." The Avhole building was

only eighty feet long and fifty wide, yet it

was considered sufficiently large to accom-

modate the representatives of the nation at

that time.

We proceeded to the north end of the

village, and reined up at the entrance gate

of " Chew's House," the most noted and

attractive relic of the Revolution now in

Germantown. It stands back several rods

from the street, on the east side, and is surrounded by noble trees and shrubbery in profusion.

The house is a spacious stone edifice with ample wings. In various parts of the grounds

were the mutilated remains of several fine marble statues and vases, some standing, others

lying upon the ground. They are evidences of the refined taste of its distinguished owner,

Chief-justice Chew,' and at the same time melancholy mementoes of the destructive char-

acter of war. These fine specimens of sculpture were all perfect before the conflict known

as the Battle of Germantown occurred ; they were battered, broken, and cast down by the

cannon-balls hurled on that occasion. We passed an hour with the venerable present

owner of the mansion, the widow of a son of Chief-justice Chew. She received us with

much courtesy, and seemed to take pleasure in leading us to various parts of the grounds.

The walls of the large room on the south are covered with old paintings, chiefly family

portraits, many of them by eminent artists, and possessing much merit. Mrs. Chew showed

me several mementoes of the battle, among which are the scars seen at the head of the

great stair-case, which were made by the passage of a cannon-ball through the house. In

the stable we saw the old doors of the mansion, completely riddled by musket-balls. Mrs.

Chew informed us that the house was so much injured, that four or five carpenters were

employed a whole winter in repairing i.L

The battle of Germantown was fought on the morning of the 4th of October, 1777. De-

'Septemberii, featcd on the banks of the Brandy wine,a Washington retreated, with his whole
i"'^'- army, back to Philadelphia, and encamped at Germantown. As soon as his

my country I rejoice at the beams of peace. But do not harbor a thought that mine is the joy of fear.

Lo"-an never felt fear. He will not turn on his heel to save his life. Who is there to mourn for Logan ?

Nut one !"

—

Notes on Virginia.

' Benjamin Chew was born in Maryland, November 20th, 1722. He studied law first with Andrew

Hamilton, and afterward in London. He went to Philadelphia in 1754, where he held the respective offices

of recorder of the city, register of wills, attorney general, and finally became chief justice of Pennsylvania.

His course was doubtful when the Revolution broke out, and he was claimed by both parties. After the

promulgation of the Declaration of Independence, he took a decided stand against the Whig.s, and retired

to private life. In 1777 he refused to sign a parole, and was sent a yisoner to Fredericksburg, Virginia.

In 1790 he was appointed president of the High Court of Errors and Appeals, and held that office until

ihe abolition of the tribunal in 1806. He died on the 20th of January, 1810, aged nearly eijjhty-eighl

years. His father was the Honorable Samuel Chew, of Delaware, a member of the .society of Friends, who

was a judge and a physician.
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Maneuvers of the two Armies on the Schuylkill. The British Army at Germnntown. Preparations to Attack it

soldiers were rested and refreshed," he recrossed the Schuylkill, and naarched to
1 -r>i 1 1 1 1

• rni .September li).

oppose the army of Howe, then pressing on toward I'hiladelphia. I he two

armies met near the Warren Tavern, on the Lancaster road, within twenty miles of the

city. Washington made preparations to attack the left wing of the enemy, and an engage-

ment was about to take place a little north of the Goshen meeting-house, when a violent

storm of rain came on suddenly, wet the powder of both parties, and prevented a conflict.

The storm continued all night, and before dawn the enemy left their position, and moved

down the road leading to Swedes Ford. Perceiving this, Washington crossed the Schuyl-

kill above them at Parker's Ford, hoping to be able to confront them while on their pas-

sage of the river. Howe did not cross, but wheeled and made a rapid march up the right

bank of the stream toward Reading. Supposing Howe's design to be either to turn the

right of his army, or to get possession of the American stores deposited at Reading, Wash-

ington moved his forces up the river near to Pottsgrove (now Pottstown), twenty miles above

Norristown. Howe's march seemed to have been a movement to deceive Washington ; for,

as soon as the latter moved to Pottsgrove, the former wheeled his army, marched rapidly

down the river, crossed it at the Fatland Ford and vicinity (a little above Norristown), and

pushed forward to Philadelphia. 'a That whole region of country, awed by the a September 18,

presence of the British army, was disaffected toward the American cause, and
^"''^

Washington could obtain no reliable information of the enemy's movements. W^ith correct

intelligence, he probably would have foiled Howe by skillful maneuvers, and saved Phila-

delphia."

On first taking possession of Philadelphia, Howe stationed the main division of his army

at Germantown. Washington encamped near Pennibecker's mill, between Perkiomy and

Skippack Creeks, about twenty miles from Philadelphia, where he remained until about the

1st of October, undetermined what movement to make next, when his forces were aug-

mented by the arrival of troops from Peekskill on the Hudson, and a body of American mi-

litia. Advised of the weakened state of Howe's army, in consequence of his detaching a

portion for the purpose of reducing Billingsport, and Forts Mercer and MifHin, on the Del-

aware, the commander-in-chief conceived a plan for attacking the main division at German-

town. The British line of encampment there crossed the village at right angles, at about

the center, the left wing extending westward from the town to the Schuylkill. It was cov-

ered in front by the German chasseurs, some mounted, and some on foot. The right ex-

tended eastward from the village, and was covered in front by the Queen's Rangers, a light

corps under Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe. The center was posted in the town, and guarded

by the fortieth regiment, and another battalion of light infantry was stationed about three

fourths of a mile in advance.

At a council of otEcers called by Washington, it was arranged that the divisions of Sul-

livan and Wayne, flanked by Conway's brigade, were to enter the town by the way of

Chestnut Hill, while General Armstrong/ with the Pennsylvania militia, should fall down

' The condition of the American soldiers was, at that time, deplorable, on account of a want of shoes.

Washington, writing to the president of Congress on the 23d of September, says, "At least one thousand

men are barefooted, and have performed the marches in that condition."

^ It was at this time that Washington wrote to Gates and Putnam to send on re-enforcements from the

northern armies amid the Highlands. See page 297.
* On the approach of the British toward the Schuylkill, Congress, then in se.ssion in Philadelphia, ad-

journed to Lancaster, where they assembled on the 27th of September. They adjourned the same day to

York, where they met on the 30th, and continued their sittings there until the British evacuated the city

the following summer.
'' John Armstrong, a native of

Pennsylvania, was a colonel in the

provincial forces of that state during

the French and Indian wars. He
headed an expedition against the In-

dians at Kittaning in 1756, which
destroj-ed that settlement, dispersed
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Approach of the Americans to Germantown. Attack on the British Picliets. Chew's House a Defense.

the Manatawny road by Van Deering's mill, and get upon the enemy's left and rear. The

divisions of Greene and Stephen, flanked by M'Dougall's brigade, were to enter by making

a circuit by way of the Lime-kiln road, at the market-house, and to attack the enemy's right

wing ; and the Maryland and Jersey militia, under Generals Smallwood and Forman, were

to march by the old York road and fall upon the rear of their right. Lord Stirling, with

the brigades of Nash and Maxwell, were to form a reserve corps.'

After dark, on the evening of the 3d of October, Washington, with his army, moved si-

lently from his camp on Metuchen Hill, upon Skippack Creek, toward Germantown. He

accompanied the column of Sullivan and Wayne in person. Small parties were sent out

to secure every man who might

give the enemy notice of his ap-

proach, and every precaution was

taken to insure complete sur-

prise. He tried to reach the

British pickets at Chestnut Hill

before daylight ; but the rough-

ness of the roads over which his

army marched prevented, and

it was almost sunrise when he

emerged from the woods on that

elevation. His approach had

been discovered at early dawn

by the British patrols, who gave

the alarm. The troops were

soon called to arms, and placed

in battle order on Mount Airy,

about a mile north of Chew's

house in Germantown. At sev-

en o'clock Sullivan's advanced

party, drawn chiefly from Con-

way's brigade, and led by that

oflicer, fell upon the British pick-

ets at Allen's house, at Mount

Airy, where they had two six-

pounders, and drove them back

to the main body near, which

consisted chiefly of the fortieth regiment and a battalion of light infantry. Sullivan's main

body now left the road, moved to the right through the fields, formed in a lane leading from

Allen's house toward the Schuylkill, and joined in the attack with so much vigor and such

overwhelming numbers, tha-t the enemy, after a sharp engagement of twenty minutes, gave

way, and fell back to the village, closely pursued by the victors. Colonel Musgrave, M'ho

commanded the British center, thus furiously attacked, threw himself, with five companies

of the fortieth regiment, into Judge Chew's large stone house, pictured on page 314, from

which such a severe discharge of musketry was poured upon Woodford's brigade, which was

the savages, and took possession of the stores which the French had sent there for the use of their native

allies. For this service the corporation of Philadelphia passed a vote of thanks to Armstrong and his three

hundred men, and presented him with a medal and a piece of plate. He was appointed a brigadier gen-

eral in the Continental army in 1776, and did gallant service in defense of Fort Moultrie, at Charleston, in

the summer of that year. He was engaged in the battles of Brandywine and Germantown in the autumn

of 1777. Becoming dissatisfied concerning some promofions in the army, he resigned his commission at

the close of 1777, and became a member of Congress afterward. He died at Carlisle, March 9, 1795.

He was the father of Major John Armstrong, the author of the " Newburg Addresses," whose life and

character is noticed on page 106.

' Sparks, v., 78.
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Scenes at Chew's House. Remissness of the Militia. Victory lost to the Americans.

pursuing the flying enemy, that their progress was checked. The fire of the small arms of

the patriots upon this refuge was quite ineflectual. General Reed, it is said, proposed to

continue the pursuit of the remainder of the enemy, who were then in great confusion, and

turning their faces toward Philadelphia ; but General Knox, of the artillery, opposed the

suggestion, as being against all military rule " to leave an enemy in a fort in the rear."

"What !" exclaimed Reed, " call this a fort, and lose the happy moment !" They sought

for Conway 1o decide the point, but he was not to be found. Knox's opinion prevailed, and

pursuit was abandoned.

A flag was now sent by a young man' to demand a formal and immediate surrender.

The bearer was slain by a bullet when within musket-shot of the house. Cannons were

now brought to bear upon the house by the artillery regiment of Maxwell's brigade ;
but

so strong were the walls and so courageous were the inmates, that it was found impossible

to dislodge them. Attempts were made to set the house on fire, but without success.

^

Many of the Americans were killed in the assault, while scarcely a man of the garrison was

wounded. The attempt to dislodge the enemy caused many of the American troops to halt,

and brought back Wayne's division, which had advanced far beyond the house. This to-

tally uncovered Sullivan's left flank, which was advancing toward the enemy's left, and dis-

concerted all their plans.

While this attack on Chew's house was in progress, General Greene had approached the

enemy's right wing, and routed the battalion of light infantry and the Queen's Rangers.

Turning a little to the right, he fell upon the left flank of the enemy's right wing, and en-

deavored to enter the village, not doubting that the Pennsylvania militia under Armstrong,

upon the right, and the militia of Maryland and New Jersey on the left, commanded by

Smallwood and Forman, would execute the orders of the commander-in-chief, by attacking

and turning the first left and the second right flank of the British army. Neither of these

detachments performed their duty. The former arrived in sight of the German chasseurs,

but did not attack them ; while the latter appeared too late for co-operation with Greene's

movements. The golden opportunity was at that moment lost. The -whole British army,

as it appeared afterward, astonished at the valor of the assailants and ignorant of their num-

bers, were on the point of retreating, and had selected Chester, near the Brandywine, as the

place of rendezvous ; but General Grey, finding his left flank secure, marched with nearly

the whole of the left wing, which was under the general command of Knyphausen, to the

assistance of the center, then hard pressed in the village, where the Americans were gaining

ground every moment. The battle now raged severely in Germantown, and for a while

the issue was doubtful. Colonel Matthews, with a detachment of Greene's column, com-

posed of a part of Muhlenberg's and Scott's brigades from the left wing, advanced to the

eastward of Chew's house, assailed a party of English, took one hundred and ten prisoners,

and drove the remainder before him into the town, whither he followed as far as the mark-

et-house. A thick fog, which began to form at daylight, now completely enveloped every

thing, and the contending parties were unable to discover the movements of each other.

Matthews, with his prisoners, was soon stopped at a breast-work near Lucan's mills. At

the same time, the right wing of the enemy, after discovering that they had nothing to fear

from the Maryland and New Jersey militia, fell back, and completely surrounded Matthews

' Lieutenant Smith, of Virginia, who was an assistant of Colonel Timothy Pickering in the office of ad-

jutant general.
2 Mrs. Chew informed me that, several years after the war, and soon after her marriage, while a young

man named White was visiting her father-in-law, the old gentleman, in relating incidents of the battle in

Germantown, mentioned the circumstance that a Major White, an aid of General Sullivan, and one of the

handsomest men in the Continental army, attempted to fire the house for the purpose of driving out the

British. He ran under a window with a fire-brand, where shots from the building could not touch him.

He was discovered, and a British soldier, running into the cellar, shot him dead from a basement window.

The young man was much affected by the recital, and said to Judge Chew, " That Captain White, sir, was

my father." Mrs. Chew pointed out to us the window, near the northwest corner of the house, from which

the shot was fired.
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and his party. This division of the enemy was composed chiefly of the fourth brigade, un-

der General Agnew, and three battalions of the third. The prisoners were rescued
; and

Matthews, after a desperate defense, and when most of his officers and men were killed and

wounded, was compelled to surrender, with his little remnant of about one hundred men.

This event enabled two regiments from the enemy's right to march to the relief of Musgrave

in Chew's house. These regiments attacked and repulsed a party of Americans who had

just entered Germantown in flank. The patriots, unable to discern the numbers of the en-

emy on account of the intensity of the fog, retired precipitately, leaving a great many of

their friends dead and wounded, but taking their artillery with them.

General Grey, now having absolute possession of the village, hastened to the aid of the

right wing, which was engaged with the left of Greene's column. Sullivan's division, with

a regiment of North Carolinians, commanded by Colonel Armstrong, and assisted by a part

of Conway's brigade, having driven the enemy to School-house Lane, in the center of Ger-

mantown, found themselves unsupported by other troops, and their ammunition exhausted.

They could dimly perceive through the fog that the enemy were collecting in force on the

right. At that moment, hearing the cry of a light horseman that the enemy had surrounded

them, and perceiving the firing at Chew's house, so far in the rear, the Americans became

panic-stricken, and retreated with great precipitation.' The divisions under Greene and

Stephen were the last that retreated, and these were covered by Count Pulaski and his le-

gion. The prize of victory was abandoned at the moment when another efibrt might have

secured it."

The battle of Germantown, which lasted two hours and forty minutes, was a very severe

one, and the loss on both sides was great, considering the numbers engaged and the nature

of the conflict. The amount of loss has been variously computed ; that of the Americans

was estimated by Washington, a fortnight after the battle,' at about one thousand men in

killed, wounded, and missing.' There were fewer killed on the part of the British, the

number probably not exceeding one hundred ; while their whole loss, according to Howe's

official account of the affair, was, in killed, wounded, and missing, five hundred and thirty-

five.^ Among these were several valuable officers, the most distinguished of whom M'ere

General James Agnew' and Lieutenant-colonel Bird. Their remains lie inhumed together,

' Sullivan's letter to Mcsheck Weare, president of New Hampshire, in the New York Historical Society;

John Eager Howard's letter to Timothy Pickering ;
Gordon ;

Botta
;
Ramsay

;
Marshall. The latter au-

thor was in Woodford's brigade, and describes a portion of this battle from his own observation.

2 Washington said, in a letter to the president of Congress, written on the 7th of October, three days

after the battle, " It is with much chagrin and mortification I add, that every account confirms the opinion

I at first entertained, that our troops retreated at the instant when victory was declaring herself in our fa-

vor. The tumult, disorder, and even despair, which, it seems, had taken place in the British armv, were

scarcely to be paralleled ; and, it is said, so strongly did the idea of a retreat prevail, that Chester was

fixed on as a place of rendezvous. I can discover no other cause for not improving this happy opportunity

than the extreme haziness of the weather." Writing, at the same time, to Governor Trumbull of Connecti-

cut, Washington said, '• But the morning was so excessively foggy, that we could not see the confusion

the enemy vrere in, and the advantage we had gained ; and fearing to push too far through a strong vil-

lage, we retired, after an engagement of two hours, bringing off all our artillery with us. We did not

know until after the aflliir was over how near we were to gaining a complete victory.'

^ See letter to his brother, dated October 17th, 1777.
» According to the report of the Board of War, the Americans lost in killed, 25 Continental officers,

commissioned and non-commissioned; wounded, 102, and an eijual number missing. The militia officers

were 3 killed, 4 wounded, and 11 missing. Of rank and file Continentals, 109 were killed, and 378

wounded; militia, 7 killed, and 19 wounded; artillery officers, 2 killed, and 11 wounded; and inatrosses,

6 killed, and 7 wounded. Total of killed, 152; of wounded, 521. Gordon says (ii., 234), "Upward of

400 were made prisoners, among whom were 54 officers." It may here be remarked that the missing men

from the army were not necessarily included in the list of the killed, wounded, or prisoners ; for many ol

those were soldiers who took such opportunities to go home.
* Gordon says that, when the British left Germantown, some torn papers with figures on them were

found upon a chimney hearth by the Americans. On putting the pieces together, it was found that they

contained the returns of the number and rank of the British killed in the battle. The total was about 800

*> The following account of the death of General Agnew I copied from a manuscript letter of Alexander

Andrew, a servant of that officer, written to the wife of the general from Philadelphia, on the 8th of March,
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Letter of General Agnew's Servant to the Lady of that Officer concerning his Death.

in the south burying-ground at Germantown. Over their grave I saw a neat marble slab,

erected to their memory by J. F. Watson, Esq., the annalist. In the north biirying-ground

ty^
1778. I give it as an illustration of the character and du-
ties of a body-servant of a British officer at that time. Thi.s

^^2^ ^y^^y letter, and several written by Agnew himself to his wife at

^•V^^'^<^ various times, are in the possession of his grandson, Henry
A. Martin, M.D., of Roxbury, Massachusetts. From one
of these 1 copied the annexed signature of General Agnew.

" Philadelphia, 8th March, 1778.

"Dear Mapam,—Though an entire stranger to your ladyship, yet, as I had the honor to wait on your
beloved husband for a considerable time, which induced me to take the liberty of writing unto you, which
I look upon as a duty of mine to you in memory of a good master, to whom I owe many obligations, is and
will be always ready and willing to serve any of his if ever in my power. Dear madam, I came into the

army in place of a brother of mine, who was cunning enough to persuade me, young and foolish enoush, to

go in his place. I joined the 44th in '72, then in Kilkenny, from which time I fancied Colonel Agnew took

notice of me, and when the regiment embarked at Cork he took me to be his .servant, with whom I had the

honor to live very comfortably and happy until the day of his death. Being his principal servant, and the

only one he ever would have to wait on him both in public and private, at home and abroad, and in all

places wherever his person was exposed, I was there by his side, and an eye-witness to all his sufferings

in Boston, in Halifax, Staten Island, Long Island, New York Island, on the expedition to Danberry, in the

Jerseys, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and in three pitched battles, viz., 27th August, '76, the 11th of Septem-
ber, and 4th of October, "77, besides a number of skirmishes. On the expedition to Danberry, the general

was knocked down by a ball, which left its mark for above a month. At the battle of Brandywine, the

general had the misfortune to be grazed by a cannon-ball, but continued to head his brigade. It ha})pened

to be the last engaged that night, and, though he was very much indisposed, yet he commanded his gallant

troops until they beat off and remained masters of the field. During the action the general remained at the

head of the 64th, which regiment suffered more than any of the brigade. The army then proceeded to

that unfortunate place called Germantown, the 4th of October being the particular and fatal day of which
your ladyship has cause to remember and I have much reason to regret. But to let you know the partic-

ulars of that day. [Being between the hours of 9 and 12, as the brigade was following the 3d in an ob-

lique advancing line, the general, with the piquet at their head, entered the town, hurried down the street

to the left, but had not rode above 20 or 30 yards, which was to the top of a little rising ground, when a

party of the enemj-, about 100, rushed out from behind a house about 500 yards in front, the general being

then in the street, and even in front of the piquet, and all alone, only me, he wheeled round, and, putting

spurs to his horse, and calling to me, he received a whole volley from the enemy. The fatal ball entered

the small of his back, near the back seam of his coat, right side, and came out a little below his left breast.

Another ball went through and through his right hand. I, at the same instant, received a slight wound in

the side, but just got off time enough to prevent his falling, who, with the assistance of two men, took him
down, carried him into a house, and laid him on a bed, sent for the doctor, who was near. When he came
he could only turn his eyes, and looked steadfastly on me with seeming affection. The doctor and Major
Leslie just came in time enough to see him depart this life, which he did without the least struggle or

agony, but with great composure, and calmness, and seeming satisfaction, which was about 10 or 15 min-
utes after he received the ball, and 1 believe between 10 and 11 o'clock. I then had his body brought to

his former quarters, took his gold watch, his purse, in which was four guineas and half a Johannes, which
I delivered to Major Leslie as soon as he came home. I then had him genteelly laid out, and decently

dressed with some of his clean and best things ; had a coffin made the best the place could produce. His
corpse was decently interred the next day in the church-yard, attended by a minister and the officers of

the 44th regiment.]
" He during his life, in his good-humors, often told me that he would do better for me than being in the

army ; but, having no certificate from under his hand, I was ordered to join the regiment, which I am sure

I never would have done. With regard to his effects that were present with him, were equally divided

among all the servants, every thing being delivered over by Major Leslie to Major Hope. Pavne was
cook, and came to the general in Boston ; but the other man, Seymour, was only part of one campaifu,
though he received an equal proportion of every thing the same as me. Agen, even a pickt up negro re-

ceived equal with me, who bore the burden and heat of the day, silver buckles excepted. Colonel Hope
gave me them extraordinary as a reward (said he) for your good and faithful services to your master ; and
them I have, and am ready to part with them, if your ladyship or Captain Robert chuse to send for them.

All the rest of the things which was in store has been all lately sold by vandue, ye, even two great-coats

made for me and Payne almost a year ago, was sold, with several other things too tedious to mention, such

as remains of cloth, stockings, &c.
" Dear madam, 1 beg you will excuse this liberty ; and if your ladyship please to send me a few lines

after the receival of this, I will be under a great obligation to you ; and believe me to be, with sincerity

and due respect, madam, your most obedient and humble servant while

"Alex. Andrew.
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the same fjentleman has set up a stone over the graves of Captain Turner, of North Caro-

lina, Major Irvine, and six soldiers of the American army, who vi'ere slain in the battle,

and buried there together. General Nash, of North Carolina,' and Majors Sherburne and

White,* the two aids of General Sullivan, were also among the slain.

Although the Americans were defeated, or rather retreated from almost certain victory,

no blame was attached to the commander-in-chief and the general officers under his com-

mand. On the contrary, when Washington's letter to Congress, describing the battle, M'as

Octobers, read, that body passed a vote of thanks to him for his "wise and well-concerted

^^^^- attack upon the enemy's army near Germantown," and to " the officers and sol-

diers of the army for their brave exertions on that occasion."' A medal was also ordered

to be struck and presented to General Washington.' It was never executed.

Lord Cornwallis sped to the succor of the British camp at Germantown as soon as in-

telligence of the attack upon it reached General Howe. He took with him a corps of cav-

alry and grenadiers ; but when he arrived, the Americans had left, and retired to their camp

October, on Skippack Creek. There Washington remained until the 29th, when a council

'"^- of war was held,'' and the next day he removed, with the whole army under his

command, to the range of hills about three fourths of a mile northeast from the village of

Whitemarsh, where he intended to go into winter quarters. Thither we also went on leav-

ing Germantown at noon.

Whitemarsh is situated in a beautiful little valley north of Chestnut Hill, about fourteen

miles from Philadelphia, and six from Mount Airy, the upper part of Germantown. The
sun glowed warm and bright at midday, and as we passed over Chestnut Hill it revealed

many little hamlets in every direction, half hidden behind variegated groves. Descending

the northern slope of Chestnut Hill, we passed through Whitemarsh village, and, turning

eastward, passed over a lower ridge, crossed a narrow valley watered by the romantic Wis-

sahicon, and skirting the base of a range of gentle, cultivated hills, and arrived at the spa-

cious stone mansion, tottering with age and neglect, where Washington made his head-

quarters. The house stands upon the edge of a wet meadow, at the head of a fine valley,

and was a sort of baronial hall in size and character when Elmar, its wealthy owner at the

time of the Revolution, dispensed hospitality to all who came under its roof. It is sixty

' Francis Nash was a captain in North Carolina in 1771, where he distinguished himself in the move-

ments in the western part of the state known as the Regulator War. At the commencement of the Rev-

olution, the convention of North Carolina commissioned him. a colonel, and in February, 1777, he was com-

missioned by Congress a brigadier in the Continental army. When the intelligence of his death at Ger-

mantown reached that body, it was resolved to request Governor Caswell, of North Carolina, " to erect a

monument of the vahie of 500 dollars, at the expense of the United States," in honor of his memory. That
monument, like many others, is yet to be erected.

^ See note respecting his death at Chew's house upon page 317.
' General Adam Stephen was an exception. He v^as accused of " unofficer-like conduct"' during the

action and the retreat. He was found guilty of being intoxicated, and was dismissed from the army. Gen-

eral Stephen had been a meritorious Virginia officer in the colonial wars. He was a captain in the Ohio

expedition in 1754. Afterward raised to the rank of lieutenant colonel, he was intrusted with the com-

mand of Fort Cumberland. He was left in command of the Virginia forces while Washington went to Bos-

ton on an official errand to Governor Shirley in 1755. He was afterward dispatched to South Carolina to

oppose the Creek Indians. On his return, he was placed at the head of troops for the defense of the Vir-

ginia frontier, and was commissioned a brigadier. Congress appointed him a major general early in 1777,

and he behaved well in the battle of Brandywine. Yielding to a bad habit, he fell into disgrace at German-

town. On the 3d of December, 1777, the Marquis De La Fayette was appointed to the command of Gen-

eral Stephen's division. * Journals of Congress, iii., 335.
* General Washington reported to that council that the troops under Sir William Howe at that time, who

were stationed in Philadelphia and its immediate vicinity, fit for duty, numbered ten thousand rank and file;

and that the force under his own command, and fit for duty, was eight thousand three hundred and thirteen

Continental troops, and two thousand seven hundred militia. There were, in addition, seven hundred and

fifty Continental troops at Red Bank and Fort Mifflin, and a detachment of three hundred militia on their

way to re-enforce these posts. A body of five hundred militia were likewise on the other side of the Schuyl-

kill. This was his whole force, and it was likely soon to sufier a diminution of nearly two thousand by the

expiration of the term of service of Alaryland and Virginia levies.
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Washington's Headquaktebs near Whitemarsh

feet long, twenty-five feet wide, and two

stories high. Through the center is a

broad passage some fifteen feet wide.

The old steps are of fine soap-stone, neat-

ly wrought, and in many particulars the

building exhibits marks of former ele-

gance. In front, seen by the rough trees

on the right, is the ruin of Elmar's an-

cient spring-house ; and just below it is

a modern one, in which bubbles up a

large fountain of pure water. An old

thatched barn near by is said to be a co-

temporary of the mansion in its earliest

days. At the western gable of the house

is a high bean or catalpa tree, the trunk

of which measures fifteen feet in circumference. The present owner is Mr. John Fitzwa-

ter. With a little care and trifling expense, that venerated house might be preserved a

century longer. Its roof was falling in when I visited it, and in a few years its stones will

doubtless occupy mean places in the foundation of a more elegant modern mansion, or the

partition walls of cultivated fields.

The American encampment was upon the hills north of Elmar's mansion, its right wing

resting upon Wissahicon Creek, and its left upon Sandy Run. Near Mather's mill the re-

mains of one of the redoubts are still quite prominent, and in various places in the vicinity

may be seen vestiges of the chimneys of numerous huts of log and stone erected by the Amer-

icans. Here commenced those sufferings of the soldiers which became so intense during the

winter at Valley Forge. Their chief privation was a want of shoes and other clothing.

On the 22d of November, Washington, in general orders, offered a reward of ten dol-
^^_^

lars to any person who should, by nine o'clock on the morning following, produce the

best substitute for shoes made of raw hides. The commissary of hides was to furnish the

materials, and the major general of the day was to "judge of the essays, and assign the re-

ward to the best artist." I have seen no record of the result. Pvaw-hide shoes were worn

by a few soldiers on their march to Valley Forge.

Several expeditions were suggested and planned, but a want of shoes rendered a large

portion of the army unfit for marching. A council of war was called on the 25th of No-

vember, to consider the propriety of making an attack upon Philadelphia while Cornwallis

was absent in New Jersey, whither he had gone to take possession of Red Bank and the

neighboring region. The decision of the council was a negative, and the scheme was aban-

doned. Early in December, the enemy attempted to surprise Washington in his camp, but

success was denied them by the patriotic service of Lydia Darrah of Philadelphia, noticed

on page 301. The British appeared upon Chestnut Hill, about three miles from Wash-

ington's camp, at dawn on the morning of the 5th of December. As soon as their po-
^^_^

sition was discovered, the Pennsylvania militia were ordered out to skirmish with their

light advanced parties! Brigadier-general Irvine, who led the detachment, was wounded

and made prisoner. On the next day (Friday) the enemy changed ground, and approached

within a mile of the American lines, where they remained until Sunday, when they moved

further to the left, and seemed to be preparing for a general attack. Their advanced and

flanking parties were warmly attacked by Colonel Morgan and his rifle corps, and Colonel

Gist with the Maryland militia. The battle was quite severe. Twenty-seven men in

Morgan's corps were killed and wounded, besides Major Morris, a brave and gallant officer,

who was badly maimed. Sixteen or seventeen of the Maryland militia were December,

wounded.' The loss of the enemy was considerable. On Monday, the 8th, when ^'''

1 The Reverend Zachariah Greene, now (1851) living at Hempstead, Long Island, was wounded in this
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the movements of the British gave Washington every reason to believe that an immediate

attack was to be made, he was surprised to perceive them, instead of advancing, commence

a precipitate march, by two routes, for Philadelphia. As their adjutant remarked to Mrs.

Darrah, they had been on a fool's errand and accomplished nothing. " I sincerely wish,"

wrote Washington to the president of Congress, " that they had made an attack, as the is-

sue, in all probability, from the disposition of our troops and the strong situation of our camp,

would have been fortunate and happy. At the same time, I must add, that reason, pru-

dence, and every principle of policy, forbade us from quitting our post to attack them."

General Howe, in his dispatches, said, " They were so strongly intrenched that it was im-

possible to attack them." They had no other intrenchments than two small redoubts, one

on each hill near the head-quarters. Three days afterward Washington broke up his en-

campment at Whitemarsh, and, in the midst of a deep snow, marched to the Schuylkill,

crossed it at Swedes' Ford, and established his winter quarters at Valley Forge. Hundreds

of the soldiers made that dreary march of nineteen miles with bare feet, and the pathway

of the patriot army might have been traced all the way by hundreds of foot-marks in the

snow stained with blood.' Let us follow them thither, and in the head-quarters of the chief,

which stands near the banks of the Schuylkill, sit down and ponder >ipon the wondrous love

of country which kept that suffering army together during the winter and spring of 1778.

We left Whitemarsh at about two o'clock for the Schuylkill, passing, on our way, over

Barren Hill, the scone of a skillful military movement by La Fayette, with a body of Amer-

icans, in May, 1778. Barren Hill is a small

village lying upon the western slope of a rough

eminence, about four miles west of White-

marsh. From its summit a fine view of the

surrounding country may be obtained. There,

on the right of the road leading toward the

Schuylkill from Chestnut Hill to Conshohocken

(Matson's Ford), is the old Lutheran church

which La Fayette occupied as quarters during

his brief tarry on the hill. According to an

inscription upon a tablet in the western gable,

its title is " St. Peter's," and the time of erec-

tion 1761. By the road-side near the church

is a quaint-looking school-house, covered with

stucco. The church, the school-house, and two

strong stone houses composed this settlement,

then in the wilderness, when La Fayette made

it his point of observation, and out-maneuvered

General Grant. Within the old church-yard,

sitting upon a recumbent sand-stone slab, with

half-efilaced inscription, I made this sketch
;
and

here let us open the record and receive instruc-

tion from the chronicler'.

As this is the first time in the course of our

journey that we have met La Fayette as com-

Bt Peters Church, Barren Hill. inandcr-in-chief of an expedition, it is a proper

en<Ta<Tement, and carried to Washington's quarters. Mr. Greene was the father-in-law of the late Mr.

Thompson, the historian of Lonjr Island.

' Gordon says that, while at Washington's table, in 1784, the chief informed him that blood}- foot-prints

were every where visible in the course of their march. Such was the distress of the soldiers from want of

clothinfT, that Washington, as a last resort, authorized the proper olfieers to take by force, for the use of

the army, such articles of clothing as the people refused to sell. It must be remembered that the people

generally, throughout that section of Pennsylvania, were opposed to the patriots, and did every thing in their

power to distress them.
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place to consider the circumstances attending his espousal of the cause of freedom, and his con-

nection with the American Continental army. He M'as a young man, not yet nineteen

years old, when our Declaration of Independence went over the seas, and commanded the

admiration of thinkers in the Old World. La Fayette was of noble ancestry. He had

just married the Countess Anastasia de Noailles, daughter of the Duke De Noailles, a lady

of great personal beauty, immense fortune, and brilliant accomplishments.' When the story

of America's wrongs, and of her holy struggle for the right, just begun, reached his ears, it

inflamed his young heart with the most passionate sympathy, and an ardent desire to aid

them with his purse and sword." He openly espoused the cause of the patriots, and resolved

to hasten to their support. Not all the blandishments of rank and fortune, the endear-

ments of conjugal love, made doubly so by promise of oflspring, nor the sad tales of reverses

to the American arms at the close of 17 76, which every vessel from our shores carried to

Europe, could repress his zeal or deter him from the execution of his noble purpose. He

had just oflered his services to Silas Deane, one of the American commissioners at Paris,''

when the news arrived that the remnant of the American army, reduced to two thousand

insurgents, as they were called, had fled toward Philadelphia through the Jerseys, before

an army of thirty thousand British regulars. This news frustrated all the plans of Deane

for the moment, for it utterly destroyed the little credit which America then had in Eu-

rope. Franklin arrived at this juncture, and was greatly pleased with the young marquis

and the disinterested zeal which he exhibited, but honestly advised him to abandon his de-

sign until better hope for success should appear. But this candid advice was of no avail.

The commissioners had not sufficient credit to command the means to fit out a vessel for

the purpose of conveying the marquis and his friends, with arms, ammunition, and stores.

La Fayette oflered to purchase a ship with his own funds. " Hitherto," he said, in the

spirit of true heroism, " I have only dieri&hcd your cause ; now I am going to serve it. The

lower it is in the opinion of the people, the greater effect my departure will have
;
and since

you can not get a vessel, I shall purchase and fit out one, to carry your dispatches to Con-

o^ress and me to America."* He went over to London, and mingled freely with the leading

politicians there. He danced at the house of Lord George Germaine, the minister for the

affairs of America, and at the house of Lord Rawdon, who had just returned from New
York, paid his personal respects to the king, and met, at the opera, General Clinton, whom

he w^as afterward to meet on the field of battle at Monmouth.^ While he concealed his in-

tentions of going to America, he openly avowed his sentiments; often defended the Amer-

icans ; rejoiced at their success at Trenton ; and his opposition spirit obtained for him an

invitation to breakfast with Lord Shelburne. He refused invitations to visit sea-ports where

' La Fayette himself had an independent revenue of 200,000 livres—about -SST.OOO.

2 In the summer of 1776, La Fayette was stationed on mihtary duty at Mentz, being then, though only

a little past eighteen years of age, an officer in the French army. The Duke of Gloucester, brother to the

Kinsj of England, visited INIentz, and a dinner party was given to him by the commandant of that place.

La Fayette was at the table. The duke had just received dispatches from England relating to the Decla-

ration of Independence, the resistance of the colonies, and the strong measures adopted by the British min-

istry to crush the rebellion, and he made their contents the topic for conversation. The details were new

to La Favette, and he had a long conversation with the dnke. The idea of a people fighting for liberty

had a stronu influence upon his imagination. He regarded their cause as just, their struggle noble, and

from that hour his chivalrous enterprise was the chief burden of his thoughts. He returned to Paris, and

there perfected his plans.—Sparks's Life and Writings of Washington, v., 445.

* "When," says La Fayette, "I presented my boyish face to JNIr. Deane, I spoke more of my ardor in

the cause than my experience : but I dwelt much upon the effect my departure would excite in France,

and he sifrned our agreements."—See Memoirs, written by himself. La Fayette was accompanied by the

Baron De Kalb as interpreter. De Kalb had been commissioned by the Duke De Choiseul to proceed to

America for the purpose of ascertaining the condition of the revolted colonies. He came over with La

Favette, and did good service in our army. We shall meet him again on the field of battle near Camden,

in South Carolina. La Fayette persuaded Count Segur and Viscount De Noailles to accompany him, but

their friends kept them at home. Count Segur accompanied Bonaparte to Moscow in 1812, and has left

a thrillin"' account of that memorable campaisn.

Gordon, ii., 219 ^ Pictorial History of the Reign of George the Third, i., 302
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La Fayette's Attempts to leave France. Sketch of his Career. Sword presented to him by CongresB.

vessels were fitting out against the Americans, for he was unwilling to do aught that might

afterward be construed into an abuse of confidence.'

After remaining three weeks in England, La
Fayette returned to France, but not to Paris.

Information had gone abroad that he was fit-

ting out a vessel for America, at Bordeaux. It

was not good policy for the government to al-

low it. He proceeded to Passy, then the res-

idence of Dr. Franklin, where he found the

Baron De Kalb. He remained concealed in

the baron's house a few days, and then pro-

ceeded to Bordeaux. His vessel was not ready,

but he felt it necessary to sail immediately.

He left Bordeaux toward the close of Febru-

ary, and proceeded to Passage, a Spanish port,

where he awaited the receipt of the ship's pa-

pers. There two officers reached him, with

an order from the king {IcUre de cachet) pro-

hibiting his departure, and commanding him

to repair to Marseilles. He was charged by

ministers with violating his oath of allegiance,

and by his family with conduct calculated to

bring ruin on himself and them. His young

wife, however, did not join in their reproach-

es ; she approved of his project, and urged him

to persevere.

La Fayette obeyed orders, and returned to

Marseilles. He pleaded the justice of the

-r

La Fayette in 1777.2

From a French Pnnt.

* Memoirs, written by himself.

* The Marquis (Gilbert Mottier*) De La Fayetle was born on the 6th of September, 1757, and in 1774,

when a little more than seventeen years old, married the Countesse Anastasie de Noailles, daughter of the

Duke de Noailles, a young lady possessing an immense fortune. He joined our Revolutionary army in 1777,

and with his purse, sword, and counsel, and his influence with the French court, he greatly aided us in our

struggle for political independence. In October, 177S, he asked and obtained leave of absence, and re-

turned to France. Compress, in connection with the resolution for granting him a furlough, also resolved,

" That the minister plenipotentiary of the United States of America at the court of Versailles be directed

to cause an elenant sword, with proper devices, to be made, and presented, in the name of the United

States, to La Fayette. Franklin, then minister at the French court, procured the sword, and sent it to the

marquis in August, 1779, accompanied by a very complimentary letter from his hand, to which La Fay-

ette feelingly replied.! La Fayette returned to America in the spring of 1780, bringing joyful news [see

* In the Biographic des Hommes his name is written Marie-Paul Joseph-Rock-YvesGilbcrt-MoUiers de La FayeUe.

t The following is a copy of the correspondence

:

^ ^^ "^

" Passy, 21th August, 1779.

" Sir,—The Congn-ess, sensible of your merit toward the United States, but unable adequately to reward it, determined to

present you with a^sword as a small mark of their grateful acknowledgment. They directed it to be ornamented with suita-

ble devices. Some of the principal actions of the war, in which you distinguished yourself by your bravery and conduct, are

therefore represented upon it. These, with a few emblematic figures, all admirably well executed, make its principal value.

By the help of the exquisite artists France affords, I find it easy to express every thing but the sense we have of your worth,

and our obligations to you. For this, figures, and even words, are found insufficient. I therefore only add, that, with the moat

perfect esteem, I have the honor to be, &c., B. Fkanklin.

" P.S. My gi-andson goes to Havre with the sword, and will have the honor of presenting it to you."

The marquis, in reply, after acknowledging the presentation of the sword, said

:

"In some of the devices I can not help finding too honorable a reward for those slight services which, in concert with my

fellow-soldiers, and under the godlike American hero's orders, I had the good luck to render. The sight of these actions, where

I was a witness of American bravery and patriotic spirit. I shall ever enjoy with that pleasure which becomes a heart glowing

with love for the nation, and the most ardent zeal for their glory and happiness. Assurances of gratitude, which I beg leave to

present to your excellency, are much too inadequate to my feelings, and nothing but those sentiments may properly acknowl-

edge your kindness toward me. The politi> manner in which Mr. Franklin was pleased to deliver that estimable sword, lays me

under great obligations to him, and demands my particular thanks. With the most perfect respect, I have the honor to be, &c.,

'• Lafayette."
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Memoir of La Fayette. Pictorial Devices on his Sword.

ii
]'

'

'

cause in which the Americans were enoraged ; their declared independence as a people, and

various precedents which might justify his course, and petitioned for leave to proceed. His

pleadings were in vain, and he resolved to risk the displeasure of his king. Stealthily mak-

page 87]. and was received with

great affection. After the cap-

ture of Cornwallis, in which he

performed a conspicuous part,

he again went to France, and,

by his own exertions, was rais-

ing a large army of aUies for

America, when intelligence of

peace reached him. He return-

ed to America in 1784, and was
received with unbounded enthu-

siasm by his old companions in

arms. Again he returned to his

native land, bearing the honors

and blessings of a free people.

From that time until his death

he was often a conspicuous act-

or in the great scenes of his

country's history. He was an

active member of the Legislat-

ive Assembly of France during

the stormy period of the incipi-

ence and development of its first

Revolution, from 1789 to 1793.

He was alwaj's the advocate of

civil liberty, but conservative in

his country, where representa-

tives and constituents were alike

inordinately radical. When the

Revolution was at its heiuht, he

was obliged to flee from France,

because of his moderation, and,

being caught, he was for three

years confined in a dungeon at

Olmutz, in Germany. He suf-

fered much in person and for-

tune during the convulsions in

France, and for several years

previous to 1814 he lived in

comparative retirement. The
first downfall of Bonaparte

brought him again into public

life, and in 1815 he was a mem-
ber of the Chamber of Deputies.

In that assembly he offered the

resolution for the appointment

of a committee to demand the

abdication of the emperor. He
was again a member of the

Chamber of Deputies in 1818.

In 1824 he accepted an invita-

tion to visit the United States as

the guest of the nation. The Devices for La Fayette's Sword-guard.'

1 I here give a fac simile of the pen-and ink sketches, made hy a French artist, of devices for the guard of the sword presented

to La Fayette. I copied from the originals in the archives of the State Department at Washington. Accompanying the

sketches is the following description :

'• On one side of the Pommel are the Marquis's arms in low relief, and on the other the device of a New Moon reflecting

Rays of Light on a Country partly covered with wood and partly cultivated—Symbol of the Republic of the United States

—

with this motto : Crescam ut prosim. By this it was intended modestly to express,

" 1. The present Mediocrity of Strength ; as the Light of the Moon, though considerable, is weaker than that of the Snn.
"2. Her expectation of becoming more Powerful as she increases, and thereby rendering herself more useful to Mankind.

"3. The gratitude with which she remembers that the Light she spreads is principally owing to the kind aid of a great Lu-
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Arrival of La Fayette in America. His Biography continued. His Burial-plac«\

ing his way back to Passage, he set sail with a favorable wind, accompanied by De Kalb.

and eleven other French, German, and Polish officers, who were about seeking service in

America. He arrived safely at Georgetown, in South Carolina, on the 19th of April, after

a boisterous passage of seven weeks, where he and his company were entertained by Major
Huger, who provided horses to convey them to Charleston. His vessel likewise was taken

to Charleston harbor.'

Although the French government secretly favored the plans of La Fayette, as it had not

yet publicly expressed even a friendly intention toward America, policy required that it

should act in seeming good faith toward Great Britain, with which it was then on terms of

amity. Vessels were accordingly dispatched to the West Indies to intercept La Fayette.

The marquis apprehended this movement, and avoided the islands in his voyage. His pro-

ceedings, in opposition to positive orders, were rash ; for the loss of all his property in France,

and an indefinite term of imprisonment, might have been the consequence had he been ar-

rested on the high seas. In the face of all this immediate and prospective danger, he res-

olutely persevered, and the French government winked at his disobedience.

La Fayette and his companions traveled by land from Charleston to Philadelphia.

When arrived at the latter place, he put his letters into the hands of Mr. Lovell, the chair-

La Fayette's Tomb.

United Slates vessel of war Brandywine bore

him to our shores, and his journey among us

was a continued ovation. He was every where
received with the most afTectionate demonstra-

tions of regard, as next to Washington in the

great American heart. Even his grandson,

who is now (1850) traveling in this country,

has been received with marked public atten-

tion on account of his relationship to the great

and good man. La Fayette was conspicuous

m the Republican Revolution in France in

1830, and generously refused the proffered

crown of constitutional monarch, and desig-

nated the Duke of Orleans (Louis Philippe) as

a proper recipient of the trust. It was unwor-
thily bestowed ; for the ungrateful monarch
not only treated La Fayette with coldness and

disdain, but, by a despotic course, betrayed the

confidence of the people. La Fayette died in

1834, at the age of seventy-seven years. His

remains rest in the cemetery of Pi<rpers, a pri-

vate burial-ground of several families of the nobility of Paris, back of the gardens of what was once a nun-

nery, but now a boarding-school for younir ladies. The sketch here given is from a French picture bv

Champin, which the artist dedicated "To the Americans, the friends of La Fayette." The monument is

inclosed b\' an iron railing. It is about eijiht feet square, and composed of dark sandstone. The tablets

slope from a ridge upon which is a cross. The inscriptions are in French. On one side of the tablet is an

inscription referring to La Fayette ; on the other, to his wife. The cross seen in the picture stands over

the grave of another.

' This vessel was afterward laden with rice for the French market, but was foundered on going out of

the harbor, and vessel and cargo were lost. • .

minary [the King of France, whose symbol is the Sun] in another Hem-
isphere.

" On the Bow is the Legend, ' From the American Congress t<i

THE Marquis De La Fayette, 1779.'

" The Handle is ornamented with two medallions. In one, America,

represented by a Woman, presents a Bunch of Laurel to a Frenchman
On the other, a Frenchman is treading on a Lion.

"On the Guard are separately represented, in line Relievo,
" The affair at Gloucester [Yorktown]

;

"The Retreat ofi" Rhode Island;

" The Battle of Monmouth
;

"And the Retreaf at Barren Hill.

> " The Hilt is of massive gold, and the Blade two-edged. Cost twf
Hundred Louis. Made by Liger, Sword-cutler, Rue Coquillierc. «i

Devices ox the U.vndle. Paris.
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La Fayette's Application to Congress. His Appointment. Interview with Washington. Attached to the Army.

man of the committee of Congress on foreign affairs. The next day his papers were handed

back to him by Mr. Lovell, with the remark that so many foreigners had ofi'ered themselves

for employment that Congress was embarrassed with their applications, and he was sorry

to inform him that there was very little hope of his success. The marquis was convinced

that his papers had not been read. He immediately sent a note to the president of Con-

gress, in which he asked permission to serve in the Continental army upon two conditions

;

first, that he should receive no pay ; secondly, that he should act as a volunteer. These

conditions were so difierent from those demanded by other foreigners, that they were at once

accepted by Congress. Although he was not yet twenty years of age, the peculiar position

in which his wealth, fervent zeal, and social eminence at home, placed him before the Amer-

ican people, gave him great importance, and on the 31st of July Congress appointed

him a major general in the Continental army. This appointment was considered by

Congress as merely honorary, but such was not the intention of the recipient, as subsequent

events will show.'

Washington arrived in Philadelphia soon after La Fayette's appointment, and they were

first introduced to each other at a dinner party, where several members of Congress were

present. When they were about to separate, Washington took the marquis aside, compli-

mented him upon the noble spirit he had manifested toward the cause of the Americans,

and invited him to become a member of his military family. His kind invitation was joy-

I'ully accepted, and while he remained in America the closest intimacy existed between La
Fayette and the commander-in-chief The marquis joined the army, and continued in it

as a volunteer, without any command, until the battle on the Brandywine, two months aft-

erward, where we shall meet him presently fighting with all the zeal of a September ii.

champion of liberty.
^^'^'

La Fayette was anxious to have a command suitable to the rank which his commission

conferred ; but Congress, fearing his appointment to the command of a division might ex-

cite the jealousy of American officers, had withheld the coveted honor from the marquis.

Wasbington repeatedly suggested the expediency of a different course ; but it was not until

the 1st of December that the wishes of La Fayette were gratified. On that day

Congress resolved, " That General Washington be informed it is highly agreeable to

Congress that the Marquis De La Fayette be appointed to the command of a division in

the Continental armv-"^ Three days afterward it was proclaimed, in public or-.... December 4.

ders, that he was to take command of the division recently under General Atiam

Stephen, who, as we have seen, was dismissed from the army.^

La Fayette was engaged in various important services during the winter and spring of

1778, while the American army was at Valley Forge ; and about the middle of May we
find him on Barren Hill, our present point of view. Intelligence had reached Washington

in his camp that the British were making preparations to evacuate Philadelphia. They

were frequently sending out foraging parties between the Schuylkill and Delaware Rivers
;

and on the 7th of May an expedition went up the Delaware to destroy all the American

shipping between Philadelphia and Trenton. Forty-four American vessels were burned ; a

considerable quantity of provisions and stores wei'e destroyed, and a number of the inhabit-

ants killed and wounded. To restrain these depredations ; to cut off all communication in

that direction between the country and Philadelphia ; to obtain correct information concern-

ing the movements of the enemy ; and to be ready to follow with a considerable force im-

mediately in the rear of the British army, when it should leave Philadelphia, Washington

' The following preamble and resolution were adopted : "Whereas the Marquis De La Fayette, out ol'

his great zeal to the cause of liberty, in which the United States are engaged, has left his family and con-

nections, and, at his own expense, come over to ofTer his services to the United States, without pension or

particular allowance, and is anxious to risk his life in our cause :

^'Resolved, That his service be accepted, and that, in consideration of his zeal, illustrious family and con-

nections, he have the rank and commission of major general in the army of the United States."'

—

Journals

of Cnngycss, iii., 247.
* Journals, iii., 4'i9 ^ Sec page 320.
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La Fayette on Barren Hill. Maneuvers of the two Armies. The British deceived

detached La Fayette, with about twenty-one hundred troops and five pieces of cannon, across

the Schuylkill on the 18th of May. He took post at Barren Hill (nearly twelve miles

from Valley Forge), a little west of the church. It was a position skillfully chosen.

On his right were rocky ledges of considerable extent, and the Schuylkill ; on his left were

thick woods, several strong stone houses, and the substantial stone church seen in the en-

graving. His cannon were placed in front ; and at about three hundred yards in advance

of the left wing were Captain M'Lane's company and fifty Indians. Picket-guards and vi-

dettes Avere stationed upon the woods leading to Philadelphia, and six hundred Pennsylvania

militia were posted near Whiteraarsh. The church was at the forks of the road, one branch

of which led to Valley Forge, by the way of the Swedes' Ford, and the other to Matson's

Ford.'

La Fayette at first quartered at the house of a Tory Quaker, who sent a messenger with

the information to Sir Henry Clinton, then in the chief command of the British army in

Philadelphia, Howe having returned to England. Clinton immediately formed a plan for

surprising La Fayette. On the night of the 19th, he sent out a detachment of

^^' ' ' five thousand of his choicest troops, under General Grant, assisted by Sir William

Erskine. They marched toward Frankford, and at dawn the next morning turned toward

the left, passed Whitemarsh, and proceeded on the road leading to Swedes' Ford, to a posi-

tion in the rear of the Americans. Another strong force, under General Grey, crossed to

the western bank of the Schuylkill, and took post about three miles below Barren Hill
;

while Sir Henry Clinton led, in person, a third division through Germantown, and before

daylight halted on Chestnut Hill.

The situation of La Fayette was now critical. Owing to the disobedience of orders on

the part of the militia, on leaving Whitemarsh, General Grant's approach was undiscov-

ered, and the little band of Americans were nearly surrounded by a greatly superior force

before they were aware of their danger. Early in the morning, scarlet coats were seen

through the trees in the distant forest ; and an officer, sent by La Fayette to reconnoiter,

came back in haste with the information that a large British force was on the road leading

from Whitemarsh to Swedes' Ford, a little more than a mile from his encampment. The

marquis at once comprehended the full extent of the danger, and a skillful maneuver was

instantly conceived. He changed his front without disorder, stationed a large party in the

church-yard, around which was a strong wall,^ and drew up the remainder in such a man

ner as to be protected by the stone houses and thick woods. Ascertaining that the only

road leading to Swedes' Ford was in possession of the enemy, he resolved to retreat to Mat

son's Ford, although the distance from his position was greater than from that of Grant

The road lay along the southern slope of hills, and was concealed by woods from the view

of the enemy. The marquis dispatched several small parties through the woods, with or

ders to show themselves, at different points, as heads of columns, that the enemy might be

deceived into the belief that he was marching to an attack. The maneuver was success-

ful ; and, while General Grant was halting, and preparing troops to meet these supposed

attacks upon his flank, the Americans made a quick march to Matson's Ford—General

Poor' leading the advanced guard, and the marquis bringing up the rear. The heads of

• Matson's Ford was at the present village of Conshohocken, and Swedes' Ford was at or near Norri-s-

town, four miles above. They were about equally distant from Valley Forge.

2 This wall yet surrounds the old church-yard, and is sufficiently perfect to form a strong breast-work.

British writers, foUowinqr the narrative of Stedman (ii., 337), assert that Washington, from his camp upon

the high hills of Valley Forge, discovered the peril of La Fayette, and discharged heavy alarm-guns to ap-

prise iiim of his danger. None of the earlier historians of the war, except Stedman, mention this circum-

stance ; it must have been inferential on the part of that generally correct and fair writer. Barren Hill

may be distinctly seen from the highest point of Washington's encampment at Valley Forge. Though

twelve miles distant, I saw the church on Barren Hill from the observatory, hereafter to be noticed, which

stands upon the site of Washington's marquee at Valley Forge.

' Brio-adicr-general Enoch Poor was a native of New Hampshire. He was a colonel in the Continental

army in the expedition against Canada in 1776, where he served with distinction. He was afterward at

Crown Point, and was one of the twenty-one inferior officers who signed a remonstrance against the dccis-
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Retreat of La Fayette across the Schuylkill to Valley Forge. Generals Poor and Woedtke.

columns, who had deceived General Grant, gradually fell back and joined in the retreat,

and the vi^hole army arrived at the ford in safety. They crossed the Schuylkill with their

artillery, took possession of the high grounds on the west side of the river, and formed in

the order of battle. General Grant had

-=%. marched to the church on Barren Hill,

where he joined the division under Clin-

ton, and discovered, with mortified pride,

that he had been outmaneuvered by the

" stripling Frenchman." It was too late

to overtake the retreating patriots ; the

British pursued them as far as the ford,

but, finding it impossible to cross over,

they wheeled, and returned, disappointed

and chagrined, to Philadelphia. In a

skirmish with the enemy's advanced par-

ties at the ford, while the artillery was
crossing, the Americans lost nine men
killed and taken. The British lost two
light horsemen killed, and several wound-

ed. La Fayette and his troops march-

ed back to the camp at Valley Forge,

where they were greeted with the most

enthusiastic congratulations.

It was almost sunset when we left

the old church-yard on Barren Hill and

departed for Conshohocken' (Matson's

Ford), on the Schuylkill, where we intended to pass the night. Although four miles dis-

tant, we could see the smoke of its furnaces ascending above the intervening hill-tops, and

marring the placid beauty of the western sky, where a thin purple haze fringed the horizon,

and half hid the crescent moon and its more sprightly neighbor on the occasion, the belted

ion of a council of officers there, consisting of Generals Gates, Schuyler, Sullivan, Arnold, and Woedtke,*
when it was resolved that the post was untenable, and that the army should retire to Mount Independence.

He was appointed brigadier in 1777, and served in that

capacity in the battles in which Burgoyne was defeated

^ yy ly'i'^ , and captured. He soon afterward joined the army under

C^ ^^ /^f^ ^^^y^JLy^ Washington in Pennsylvania. He was in the camp at

^X^ C?^^ ^"^•^^ ^ ^~^^^

•

Valley Forge, and with his brigade was among the first

troops that commenced a pursuit of the British across

New Jersey in the summer of 1778. He fought gallantly in the battle of Monmouth which succeeded.

He commanded a brigade of lisht infantry in 1780, in which service he died, near Hackensack, in New
Jersey. His funeral was attended by Washington and La Fayette, and a long line of subordinate officers

and soldiers. On account of the vicinity of the enemy, the usual discharges of cannon were omitted. Rev-

erend Israel Evans, chaplain to the New Hampshire brigade, delivered a funeral discourse. General Poor

was buried in the church-yard at Hackensack, where an humble stone, with the following inscription, marks

his grave :
" In memory of the Hon. Brigadier-general Enoch Poor, of the State of New Hampshire, who

departed this life on the 8th day of September, 1780, aged 44 years." General Poor was greatly esteemed

by La Fayette, who, it is said, was much affected on visiting his grave when in this country in 1825.
^ Conshohocken is a thriving manufacturing village on the east bank of the Schuylkill, in Montgomery

county, about twelve miles from Philadelphia. It has recently grown up in connection with the water-

power of the Schuylkill Navigation Company. There is also a great deal of lime burned there for the Phil-

adelphia market.

* The Baron De Woedtke had been for many years an officer

in the army of the King of Prussia, and risen to the rank of major.

He brought strong letters of recommendation from Dr. Franklin,

and on the 16th of March, 1776, he was appointed by Congress a

brigadier general, and ordered to Canada. He died at Lake George at the close of Julv, 1776, and was buried with the bonora

due to his rank.

II. Y

f)(M^^^^d^ Ueeip)C^e
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Iron Ore near the Schuylkill. Conshohocken and its Industry. Norristown. Swedes' Ford.

Jupiter. That whole region abounds in iron ; and all the way from Barren Hill to the

Schuylkill, large heaps of ore, dug from near the surface, were piled. In many places the

road was literally paved with iron ore lying in small fragments upon the surface. It was

quite dark when we arrived at the village, and it was with some difficulty that we made

our way along a steep road to the " hotel," a tavern near the river bank, kept by a good-

natured Dutchman. He was so well patronized by the coal-heavers and workmen in the

furnaces, that not a single bed was in reserve for strangers ; so we were obliged to ride on

to Norristown, four miles further up the stream, for supper and lodgings. As we thridded

our way among the " fiery furnaces," belching huge volumes of ruddy flame, and observed

the rushing rail-way train sweeping along the river brink, while the din of hammers, and

bellows, and voices of busy men was rife on every side, I contrasted the past and present,

and, in a degree, realized the wonderful strides of progress in our country. Here, where a

numerous population are plying the tireless fingers of industry in the creation of substantial

wealth, and spreading pleasant dwellings along the banks of the rapid Schuylkill, there was

only the solitary hut of a hunter, deserted more than half the year, when La Fayette made

his admirable retreat across the river toward Valley Forge. And far more suggestive of

true greatness and glory were the noises of these work-shops than the trumpet-notes and

clangor of battle.

" The camp has had its day of song
;

The sword, the bayonet, the plume

Have crowded out of rhyme too long

The plow, the anvil, and the loom.

Oh, not upon our tented fields

Are Freedom's heroes bred alone

;

The training of the work-shop yields

More heroes true than war has known.

" Who drives the bolt, who shapes the steel,

May, with a heart as valiant, smite,

As he who sees a foeman reel

In blood before his blow of might

!

The skill that conquers space and time,

That graces life, that lightens toil.

May spring from courage more sublime

Than that which makes a realm its spoil."

Epes Sargent.

After losing our way in the gloom, and making quite a circuitous journey, we found the

" pike," a fine Macadamized road leading from Philadelphia to Norristown, and reached the

latter place at about eight o'clock.' I was informed that traces of the breast-works thrown

up here by Duportail, by order of Washington, to prevent the passage of the British across

the Swedes' Ford, were yet quite prominent about half a mile below the village ; and also

that the Swedes' Ford tavern,^ directly opposite these intrenchments, was still in existence,

though changed in appearance by additions. Being anxious to visit Valley Forge and Paoli

the next day, we departed from Norristown too early in the morning to allow a view of

these vestiges of the Revolution.

1 Norristown is a thriving manufacturing village, and the capital of Montgomery county. It has entirely

oTown up since the Revolution. Its name is derived from Isaac Norris, who, with William Trent, the

founder of Trenton, purchased the land from William Penn. Swedes' Ford was here. The site of Norris-

town was owned by a farmer named John Bull. He was a stanch Whig, and for this crime the John

Bulls under General Howe, when the British marched toward Philadelphia in 1777, burned his barn. The

first house erected at Norristown was framed at Valley Forge, and floated down the Schuylkill.

^ The name of Swedes' Ford was given to this passage of the Schuylkill from the fact that the first set-

tlers thei"e were Swedes. The principal characters were Matts Holstein and Mauritz Rambo. The latter

was a famous hunter, and his exploits are yet the theme of many an old man's story. It is related that at

one time Rambo seized a wounded deer, when the animal made off with the hunter on his back. Rambo

finally checked the buck by cutting his throat.
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CHAPTER XIII.

" The men of seventy-six in their good arm

—

Sustain'd by Heaven—reposed a manly trust

;

O'er all the land was sounded war's alarm,

And vict'ry crown'd the valor of the just.

The fire of liberty fell down from heaven,

Till from our shores the enemy was driven

;

And Freedom, with the land's redemption shod,

Her benison flung o'er every hill and plain.

Few of that band of noble men remain
;

Their spirits have obey'd the call of God,

And where they rest is deem'd a hallow'd sod.

Their perils fearful—measureless their gain !

While love of home the freeman's breast shall fill.

Their fame shall cause the freeman's breast to thrill."

Thomas MacKell.\r.

ALLEY FOPtGE I How dear to the true worshiper at the shrine of

Freedom is the name of Valley Forge ! There, in the midst of frost and

snows, disease and destitution, Liberty erected her altar ; and in all the

world's history we have no record of purer devotion, holier sincerity, or

more pious self-sacrifice, than was there exhibited in the camp of Washing-

ton. The courage that nerves the arm on the battle-field, and dazzles by

its brilliant but evanescent flashes, pales before the steadier and more in-

tense flame of patient endurance, the sum of the sublime heroism displayed

at Valley Forge. And if there is a spot on the face of our broad land

whereon Patriotism should delight to pile its highest and most venerated

monument, it should be in the bosom of that little vale on the bank of the Schuylkill. To-

ward its " templed hills," consecrated by the presence and sufferings of those who achieved

our independence, we journeyed, filled with the pleasant emotions of a pilgrim approaching

the place he most adores.

We crossed the Schuylkill at Norristown, a little after sunrise, and took the road leading

to Valley Forge by the way of " The King of Prussia Tavern," a half-way locality, famous

for its good cheer long before the Revolution. There hung its sign, emblazoned with a

figure of a noble-looking warrior on horseback, ancient enough in its appearance to warrant

the belief that it creaked in the breeze when the officers of Howe refreshed themselves there

with flip from the hands of old Harman de Vriest.' The country through which we rode

is broken but fertile, every where abounding with iron. Here, also, large heaps of quar-

ried ore flanked the road in various places, and for many furlongs the highway had a fer-

ruginous pavement. Descending a long and steep hill, sloping northward, we came sud-

denly upon the little village of Valley Forge before we were aware of its proximity. It is

* In the Pennsylvania Journal, 1761, there is a notification that Jacob Colman intended to run a stage,

with an awning, three times a week, " from the King of Prussia Inn, to the George Inn, southwest corner

of Second and Arch Streets, Philadelphia." Ritter's tavern, in Germantown, was called "The King of

Prussia Inn," according to Watson, the annalist, from the following circumstance : Toward the close of the

last century, Gilbert Stuart, the eminent portrait painter, resided in Germantown. In one of his eccentric

moods, he executed a fine painting of the King of Prussia, on horseback, and presented it to Ritter for a

sign, stipulating that the name of the painter should not be divulged. It hung there for several years, the

admiration of all, until the letters " The King of Prussia Inn" were painted over it. The sign afterward

came into the possession of Mr. Watson, who cherished it as a valuable memento of the genius and char-

acter of the great painter.
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Washington's Head-quarters.^

situated in Chester county, on the west side of the Schuylkill, between six and seven miles

above Norristown, in a deep, short hollow, scooped out from a low, rugged mountain, and

opening upon the great valley which stretches away toward Phcenixville. A small creek

runs through the little valley, turn-

ing, in its course, the water-wheel

of a cotton factory, which stands

upon the site of the old forge of

Isaac Potts." Upon the mount-

ainous flanks of this little valley,

Washington established his winter

quarters in 1777—'78. His own

residence was at the house of Mr.

Isaac Potts, a Quaker preacher.

It is a substantial stone dwelling,

situated near the mouth of the

creek. It was occupied, when I

visited it, by James Jones, Novemher,

a member of the Society of Friends, who was then eighty-three years old. He ^^^^•

was quite feeble ; but his wife, a cheerful old lady of nearly the same age, was the reverse,

and, with vigorous step, proceeded to show us the interior of the building. Washington's

room was small indeed. In the deep east window, whence he could look out upon a large

portion of his camp upon the neighboring slopes, are still preserved the cavity and little trap-

door, arranged by the commander-in-chief as a private depository for his papers. It an-

swered the purpose admirably ; for even now the visitor would not suspect that the old blue

sill upon which he was leaning to gaze upon the hallowed hills, might be lifted and disclose

a capacious chest. Mr. Jones and his wife were not residents at Valley Forge when the

Americans were encamped there, and hence they had no interesting traditions of their own

experience.

Near the head-quarters of Washington were the ruins of an old flour-mill, whose clack

was heard before the Revolution, nor ceased until within a few years. Immediately after

the battle of Brandywine, and previous to the encampment here, the Americans had made

a considerable deposit of stores at this mill. Howe sent a detachment of British troops to

seize them ; but Washington, anticipating this attempt, had sent Lieutenant-colonel (after-

ward General) Hamilton, and Captain (afterward General) Henry Lee, with a small troop

of horse for the purpose of destroying these stores. Hamilton, with proper precaution, sta-

tioned two videttes upon the southern hill overlooking the valley, and also secured a flat-

bottomed boat on which to cross the Schuylkill, in the event of the sudden appearance of

the enemy. The troops had crossed the mill-race, and were about to commence the work

of demolition, when the alarm-guns of the videttes were heard, and they were seen sweeping

down the hill, closely pursued by some British dragoons. Four of the American horsemen,

with Hamilton, took to the boat ; while Lee, with the other four, and the videttes, crossed

the bridge and escaped, amid a shower of bullets from the enemy. Hamilton and his party

were also fired upon, but were unharmed. Lee was fearful that his comrades, with Ham-

ilton, were killed or made prisoners, for he heard volley after volley fired from the carbines

of the enemy, while there was only an occasional response from his friends. Lee dispatched

a dragoon to the commander-in-chief, describing what had occurred, and expressing his anx-

' The Potts family, located in this vicinity, were extensive manufacturers of iron. Isaac Potts estab-

lished a forge upon the creek which here enters into the Schuylkill, and from that circumstance the place

obtained the name of Valley Forge.

2 This view is from the Reading rail-road, looking east, and includes a portion of the range of hills in the

rear whereon the Americans were encamped. The main building was erected in 1770 ; the wing is more

modern, and occupies the place of the log addition mentioned by Mrs. Washington, in a letter to Mercy

Warren, written in March, 1778 : "The general's apartment," .she wrote, "is very small; he has had a

log cabin built to dine in, which has made our quarters much more tolerable than they were at first."'
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ious fears for the safety of Hamilton and his men. While Washington was reading Lee's

letter, Hamilton rode up, and with quite as much distress depicted in his /ace as the former

had exhibited in his note, expressed his fears that his friend Lee was cut ofl". Washington

quieted his apprehensions by handing him Lee's letter.

From the village we rode to the summit of the hill on the south, whereon the main por-

tion of the American army was quartered. Upon the brow of the hill, on the spot where

Washington's marquee was planted on the day of his arrival there,' Mr. Charles H. Rogers,

who owns the cotton factory,

and much of the landed proper-

ty in the vicinity, has erected an

observatory, about forty feet in

height. It is a very neat struc-

ture of wood, of an octagon form,

with a spiral stair-case in the

center, by which an ascent is

made to the open gallery on the

top. From that elevation is

obtained a fine view of a large

portion of the camping-ground.

Here let us turn to the historic

page and seek its instructions.

When it was decided that

Whitemarsh was not a proper

place for the winter encamp-

ment of the American army,

Washington, as usual, requested

his general officers to communi-

cate to him in writing their sen-

timents respecting the most eli-

ThE OBoERVATORy.-

gible site for the purpose. A council of war was held on the 30th of November, at

which a wide difference of opinion prevailed as to the locality and the manner of can-

toning the troops. Some proposed occupying Wilmington for the purpose ; others suggested

hutting them in the valley of Tredyffrin, a few miles west of the Schuylkill ;
and others ad-

vocated the expediency of stationing them in a line from Reading to Lancaster. So various

and contradictory were the opinions and counsels, that unanimity could not be hoped for,

and it was necessary for Washington to act according to his own judgment and upon his

own responsibility. He decided to form an encampment at Valley Forge, where he might

be near enough to the British army in Philadelphia to watch its movements, keep its for-

aging parties in check, and protect the country from the depredations of the enemy.

The patriot army, which left Whitemarsh on the 11 th of December, reached Valley
^^^

Forge on the 19th. In general orders, issued two days previously, Washington di-

rected the preparation of huts for the comfort of the soldiers, assuring them, at the same

time, " that he himself would share in the hardships and partake of every inconvenience."

On the 18th the whole army engaged in religious services, according to a recommendation

of Congress that it should be observed as a day of pubhc thanksgiving and praise ;
and on

the morning of the 19th they spread over the hills at Valley Forge, and began the work of

hutting. All was activity among those who were sufficiently clad to allow them to work

in the open air. Some cut down trees, others fashioned them, and in a few days the bar-

racks, erected upon the plan of a regular city, Avas completed.* Until his soldiers were thus

^ See map on page 334.
« This view is from the field, looking north. On the left is seen the winding Schuylkill, and the rolling

countr)^ beyond ; and on the right, the distant hills of Montgomery county.

3 Washington gave explicit directions for constructing the huts. He ordered the colonels or commanding
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comfortably lodged, Washington occupied his cheerless marquee ; after which he made his

quarters at the house of Mr. Potts.

Near Washington's quarters,

on a gentle elevation by the river,

were stationed his Body, or Life

Guard,' under the command of

Charles Gibbs, of Rhode Island.

A little to the right of the guard

was the brigade of General M'ln-

tosh ; and further up the hills

were the brigades of Huntington,

Conway, and Maxwell. Between

these and M'lntosh's brigade were

a redoubt, and slight intrench-

ments ; and directly in front of

them was a line o^ abatis. Near-

er the Schuylkill, and on the top

of the hill, was the brigade of

General Varnum, near a star re-

doubt. At a distance of about a

mile, and forming a line from the

Schuylkill to Valley Creek, was
the main portion of the army, un-

der Brigadiers Muhlenberg,Weed-
on, Paterson, Learned, Glover,

Poor, Wayne, Scott, and Wood-
ford, with a line of intrenchments

in front. The artificers of the

army were on the north side of

the creek, opposite the general's

quarters ; and near the cotton fac-

tory was the army bake-house.

There was also an irregular line

of intrenchments along the brow
of the hill, on the south side ofthe

creek. Not far southward of

Rogers's observatory was a re-

doubt, and near it was Knox's

artillery. The remains of this re-

doubt are yet very prominent in

officers of regiments to cause their men to be divided into parties of twelve, and to see that each party had
its proportion of tools, and commence a hut for that number

;
and as an encouragement to industry and art,

the general promised to reward the party, in each regiment, which finished its hut in the quickest and most
workman-like manner, with a present of twelve dollars. He also offered a reward of one hundred dollars

to the officer or soldier who should substitute a covering for the huts, cheaper, and more quickly made,
than boards. The following were the dimensions and style of the huts, as given in Washington's Orderly

Book, quoted by Sparks, v., 52.5 :
" Fourteen feet by sixteen each ; the sides, ends, and roofs made with

logs ; the roofs made tight with split slabs, or some other way ; the sides made tight with clay ; a fire-

place made of wood, and secured with clay on the inside, eighteen inches thick ; this fire-place to be in the

rear of the hut ; the door to be in the end next the street ; the doors to be made of split oak slabs, unless

boards can be procured ; the side walls to be six feet and a half high. The officers' huts are to form a line

in the rear of the troops, one hut to be allowed to each general officer ; one to the staff of each brigade

;

one to the field officer of each regiment; one to the staff of each regiment; one to the commissioned offi-

cers of two companies
;
and one to every twelve non-commissioned officers and soldiers."

' See page 120.
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the woods on the right side of the road leading from Valley Forge to Paoli
;

also, the re-

doubt on the left wing of the encampment (now near the

Pleading rail-road) is well preserved, the forest protect-

ing it from demolition.

Here, after an arduous campaign of four months, dur-

ing which neither party had obtained a decided advant-

age, other than good winter quarters at Philadelphia

on the part of the enemy, the shattered remains of

the American army' vainly sought repose. They had

marched and countermarched, day and night, in en-

deavoring to baffle the designs of a powerful enemy to __^
their country and its liberties ; now they were called "~~ redoubt <

upon, in the midst of comparative inaction, to war with

enemies more insidious, implacable, and personal. Hunger and nakedness assailed that

dreary winter camp with all their progeny of disease and woe. Thither, as we have seen,

the soldiers came with naked and bleeding feet, and there they sat down where destitution

held court, and ruled with an icy scepter. The prevalence of Toryism in the vicinity, the

avaricious peculations of some unprincipled commissioners, the tardy movements of Congress

in supplying provisions, and the close proximity of a powerful enemy, combined to make the-

procurement of provisions absolutely impracticable without a resort to force.' But few

horses were in the camp ; and such was the deficiency, in this respect, for the ordinary, as

well as extraordinary occasions of the army, that the men, in many instances, cheerfully

yoked themselves to vehicles of their own construction, for carrying wood and provisions

when procured ; while others performed the duty of pack-horses, and carried heavy burdens

of fuel upon their backs.' As the winter advanced, their sufferings increased On the

1 6th of February, Washington wrote to Governor Clinton, " For some days past there
^^^^

has been little less than a famine in the camp. A part of the army has been a week

without any kind of flesh, and the rest three or four days. Naked and starving as they

are, we can not enough admire the incomparable patience and fidelity of the soldiery, that

they have not been, ere this, excited by their sufferings to a general mutiny and desertion."

" The situation of the camp is such," wrote General Varnum to General Greene, on the

12th of February, "that in all human probability the army must dissolve. Many of the

troops are destitute of meat, and are several days in arrears. The horses are dying for want

of forage. The country in the vicinity of the camp is exhausted. There can not be a

moral certainty of bettering our condition while we remain here. What consequences have

we rationally to expect ?" " It was with great difficulty," says Dr. Thacher {Journal, p.

' The whole number of men in the field was eleven thousand and ninety-eight, when the, encampment

commenced. Of this number, two thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight were unfit for duty. The Brit-

ish army numbered thirty-three thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, of which nineteen thousand five hund-

red and thirty, composed of Britons, Germans, and provincials, were in Philadelphia.

2 This shows the present appearance of the embankments. They are quite overgrown with chestnut-

trees of considerable size, and shrubbery. The redoubt was nearly an oblong square, with a division m
the center. Its location is on the Paoli road, about half a mile from its junction with the highway leadmg

from Norristown to Vallev Forge.
^ Washington reluctantly used the power given him by a resolution of Congress, adopted a few weeks

previously. ^Necessity compelled him to. He issued a proclamation, in which he required all the farmers

within seventy miles of Valley Forge to thresh out one half of their grain by the 1st of February, and the

remainder by the 1st of March, under the penalty of having the whole seized as straw. Many farmers re-

fused to comply. They defended their grain and cattle with fire-arms, and, in some instances, burned what

they could not defend. It ftiust be reml;mbered that nearly all the farmers in the vicinity of Valley Forge

were disafTected toward the American cause. From these the resolution of Congress* empowered Wash-

ington to demand supplies. It must also be remembered that a fair price was to be paid for all supplies

brought in, and therefore the non-compliance of those who resisted was from opposition to the cause.

* Mrs. Warren's History of the Revolution, i., 389.

* November 14, 1777. Journals, iii., 395.
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126), "that men enough could be found in a condition fit to discharge the military camp
duties from day to day ; and for this purpose, those who were naked borrowed of those

who had clothes." Unprovided with materials to raise their beds from the ground, the

dampness occasioned sickness and death. " The army, indeed, was not without consola-

tion," says Thacher, " for his excellency the commander-in-chief, whom every soldier ven-

erates and loves, manifested a fatherly concern and fellow-feeling for their sufferings, and
made every exertion in his power to remedy the evil, and to administer the much-desired
relief" Yet, amid all this suffering day after day, surrounded by frost and snow (for it was
a winter of great severity), patriotism was still warm and hopeful in the hearts of the sol-

diers, and the love of self was merged into the one holy sentiment, love of country. Al-
though a few feeble notes of discontent were heard,' and symptoms of intentions to abandon
the cause were visible, yet the great body of that suffering phalanx were content to wait
for the budding spring, and be ready to enter anew upon the fields of strife in the cause of

freedom. It was one of the most trying scenes in the life of Washington, but a cloud of

doubt seldom darkened the serene atmosphere of his hopes. He knew that the cause was
just and holy

; and his faith and confidence in God as a defender and helper of right were
as steady in their ministrations of vigor to his soul, as were the pulsations of his heart to

his active limbs.^ In perfect reliance upon Divine aid, he moved in the midst of crushed
hopes, and planned brilliant schemes for the future.

While pressed with complicated cares incident to his exalted position and the condition

of the army under his command, Washington was " wounded in the house of his friends."

Jealous and ambitious men were conspiring to tarnish the fair fame of the commander-in-
chief, to weaken the affections of the people for him, and to place the supreme military com-
mand in other hands. Among those designated at the time as the most conspicuous actors

in this scheme were General Conway, a foreign officer of great pretensions. Generals Gates
and Mifflin, Samuel Adams, with two or three others of the New England delegation in

Congress, and one of the Virginia deputies. Whether the movement originated in personal

ambition, or a sincere conviction of the necessity of making a change on account of the al-

leged "Fabian slowness" of Washington in his military movements, is a question of diffi-

cult solution. The measures adopted by the opponents of the chief were certainly the re-

verse of open, manly, generous, pure and disinterested patriotism, and deserve, as they re-

ceived at the time, the unqualified reprobation of honest men.'

^ Thacher relates that a foreign officer of distinction said " that, at one time, he was walking with General
Washington among the huts, when he heard many voices echoing through the open crevices between the
logs, ' No pay, no clothes, no provisions, no rum .'' And when a miserable wretch was seen flitting from
one hut to another, his nakedness was only covered by a dirty blanket." Then that officer despaired of
independence for America.

2 Isaac Potts, at whose house Washington was quartered, relates that one day, while the Americans
were encamped at Valley Forge, he strolled up the creek, when, not far from his dam, he heard a solemn
voice. He walked quietly in the direction of it, and saw Washington's horse tied to a sapling. In a thicket
near by was the beloved chief upon his knees in prayer, his cheeks suffiised with tears. Like Moses at
the Bush, Isaac felt that he was upon holy ground, and withdrew unobserved. He was much agitated,
and, on entering the room where his wife was, he burst into tears. On her inquiring the cause, he informed
her of what he had seen, and added, " If there is any one on this earth whom the Lord will listen to, it is

George Washington
;
and I feel a presentiment that under such a commander there can be no doubt of our

eventually establishing our independence, and that God in his providence has willed it so."

" Oh ! who shall know the might " But wouldst thou know his name,
Of the words he utter'd there 1 Who wandered there alone 1

The fate of nations there was tum'd Go, read enroU'd in Heaven's archives,

By the fervor of his prayer. The prayer o/ Washington !"—J. L. Chester.

" The enemies of Washington and of the country attempted to injure both, at this time, by publishing a
pamphlet in London, entitled " Letters from General Washington to several of his Friends in the year 1776,
&c." These letters, which contained sentiments totally at variance with the conduct of the chief, it was
reported were found in a portmanteau belonging to the general, in the possession of his servant Billy, who
was left behind sick at Fort Lee when the Americans evacuated it. They purported to be draughts of let-

ters to Mrs. Washington, Mr. Lund Washington, and to Mr. Custis. They were reprinted in New York,
in handbills and pamphlet form, and widely circulated. The author of these spurious letters was never
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It is believed that Conway was the most active man among the secret enemies of Wash-
ington. He was possessed of considerable literary abilities and military genius, and had the

advantage of thirty years' experience in the art of war. He was an Irishman by birth, but

received his military education in the French service, where he was employed from his youth.

He went, with many others, to the American commissioners in France to offer his services

to Congress, and, encouraged by the injudicious

promises of the ardent Silas Deane, he came to

America with the full expectation of receiving

the commission and pay of a major general. He
was disappointed at the outset, for Congress gave

him only the commission of a brigadier. Hoping for promotion, he joined the

army under Washington at Morristown. Boastful, intriguing, presumptuous, and
"^'

selfish, looking only to his personal advantage, and unprincipled in regard to the means by
which his desires might be gratified, he greatly disgusted Washington, not only at the first

interview, but throughout the whole campaign. When it was rumored that Conway was
to be promoted by Congress to major general, Washington wrote a letter to a member of

that body, remonstrating against it. This fact, coming to the ears of Conway, filled him
with indignation and malice, and made him a fit instrument to be employed against the

chief

In November, Conway, perceiving no chance for promotion, offered his resignation, and

asked permission to leave the army. Congress would not accept it, although aM'are of

Washington's opinion of him, and the enmity that existed, but appointed him inspector gen-

eral of the army, with the rank of major general. This act is evidence that there was then

an influence at work in the supreme Legislature unfriendly to the commander-in-chief. It

can not be denied that faction was rife in the Continental Congress, and that the purity of

purpose which controlled the acts of the first great assembly was alloyed, in an alarming

degree, with personal and sectional interests.' Instead of strengthening the hands of the

commander-in-chief when they most needed extraneous aid, men of influence were found in

the army, in Congress, and among citizens, base enough, or blind enough, to attempt to

weaken his power and accomplish his removal, either by a forced resignation of his com-

mand, or by actual supercedure by competent authority. Already Gates and Lee, English-

men born, and officers in other wars, had shown themselves impatient at holding subordin-

ate stations in the army, each deeming himself superior to Washington, and each thirsting

for supreme command. The victory of Gates over Burgoyne at Saratoga, and the defeats

of Washington in the Jerseys and Pennsylvania, were contrasted. That contrast tended to

strengthen the pretensions of the former. Inconsiderate and ardent men in Congress lent

their influence in favor of investing him with the supreme command.'^ The disappointed,

publicly known. They were evidently written by a person acquainted with the affairs of Washington.
Conway, who was known to have written several anonymous letters in disparagement of Washington, some
of which were signed De Lisle, was suspected of the authorship when his nefarious conduct became known.
These letters were reproduced, many years afterward, for the vile purposes of political chicanery. Then,

for the first time, Washington publicly pronounced them a forgery.

' General Hamilton, in a letter to Governor Clinton, written on the 13th of February, 1778, said, "Amer-
ica once had a representation that would do honor to any age or nation. The present falling ofT is very

alarming and dangerous. What is the cause ? and how is it to be remedied ? are questions that the wel-

fare of these states requires should be well attended to. The great men who composed our first council

—

are they dead, have they deserted the cause, or what has become of them ? Very few are dead, and still

fewer have deserted the cause ; they are all, except the few who still remain in Congress, either in the

field, or in the civil offices of their respective states ; far the greater part are engaged in the latter. The
only remedy, then, is to take them out of these employments, and return them to the place where their

presence is infinitely more important."
^ Mrs. Mercy Warren, who was the warm personal friend of Samuel Adams, apologizes for his being

found in bad company in this affair by saying that, " Zealous and ardent in his defense of his injured coun-

try, he was startled at every thing that seemed to retard the operations of the war, or impede the success

of the Revolution
; a revolution for which posterity is as much indebted to the talent and exertions of Mr.

Adams as to those of any one in the United States." History of the Revolution, i., 39.
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irritated, and talented Conway was ready to foster discontent in the public mind ; and he

was doubtless the willing cat's-paw of Gates or his friends in making covert attacks upon
the military character of the commander-in-chief, calculated to injure his reputation as a
general and patriot. So prominently does Conway appear in the whole transaction, that it

is known in history as Conway ?, cabal.

The first important movement in this conspiracy was the sending of anonymous letters to

the president of Congress, and to Patrick Henry, then governor of Virginia. These letters

were filled with complaints, insinuations, and exaggerated statements, ascribing the misfor-

tunes of the army to the incapacity or ill-timed policy of the commander-in-chief. Similar

letters were sent to different members of Congress, and, it is believed, to the presiding offi-

cers of some of the state Legislatures. Washington was early apprised of these secret mach-
inations, but a patriotic jealousy of the public good made him suffer in silence. " My ene-

mies," he said, in a letter to the president of Congress, when the matter became the subject

of correspondence, " take an ungenerous advantage of me. They know the delicacy of my
situation, and that motives of policy deprive me of the defense I might otherwise make
against their insidious attacks. They know I can not combat their insinuations, however
injurious, without disclosing secrets which it is of the utmost moment to conceal."

Early in November, the affair was presented to Washington in a definite shape.

When Colonel Wilkinson was on his way to Congress (then in session at York, in

Pennsylvania) from Saratoga, with Gates's dispatches, announcing the surrender of Bur-

goyne, he stopped at the quarters of Lord Stirling, at Reading, and in the course of con-

versation while there, he repeated to Major M' Williams, Stirling's aid-de-camp, a part of

the contents of a letter which Gates had received from Conway, containing strictures on the

management of the army under Washington, accompanied by reflections disparaging to the

chief Lord Stirling, prompted by a sense of duty, communicated to Washington the ex-

tracts from Conway's letter, as repeated by Wilkinson. A correspondence between Wash-
ington, Gates, and ConM^ay followed. Gates affected to be greatly distressed, and conjured

Washington to aid him in discovering the villain who had betrayed his confidence in re-

peating the substance of private letters. Afterward he denied the genuineness of the ex-

tract, and called it " a wicked and malicious forgery." This assertion compromised the

veracity of Wilkinson, who wrote to General Washington, indignantly repelling the ungen-

erous accusation of Gates, and affirming that he had truly given to Lord Stirling's aid the

substance of Conway's letter.^ Notwithstanding Gates denied the truth of the extract, he

never fortified his assertion by producing the original. This fact, and other things of like

tenor, which proved the duplicity of Gates, were severely commented upon by Washington,
in reply to an explanatory letter from the former. Conway's offensive letter was afterward

seen by Mr. Laurens, president of Congress, and one or two others. The words were not

Mrs. Warren further says that " Adams never harbored a feeling of disaffection toward the person of

Washington; on the contrary, he esteemed and resjiected his character, and loved him as a man."
' One of Conway's expressions was, " Heaven has been determined to save your country, or a weak gen-

eral and bad counselors would have ruined it."

^ Gates, in a letter to Washington, charged Wilkinson with deceit and- prevarication, and of meanly at-

tempting to fix suspicions on Lieutenant-colonel Troup, one of Gates's aids-de-camp. This charge drew
from Wilkinson a letter to Washington, in which he thanked the general for exposins to him Gates's let-

ters, "which," he said, "unmask his artifices and efforts to ruin me." Wilkinson said, in his letter, "Al-
though General Gates has pledged his word, it is a wicked and malicious forgery. I will stake my reputa-

tion, if the genuine letter is produced, that words to the same efl^ect will appear." A quarrel between
Gates and Wilkinson grew out of this matter, which resulted in the latter challenging the former to fight

a duel. They met, when, it is said. Gates burst into tears, declaring he would as soon think of shooting

his own son. Opinions are various concerning the quality of Gates's heart which controlled his actions on
that occasion.

No doubt Wilkinson was acquainted with the secrets of the conspiracy against Washington, and that his

object in making known the contents of Conway's letter was to sound Lord Stirling, through his aid, re-

specting his opinion of the ability of Washington to perform the duties of his station. Wilkinson's want of

prudence was the match that fired the train of the cabal and produced premature explosion. Gates and
Wilkinson doubtless told the truth of each other.
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precisely the same as quoted by Wilkinson, yet the tenor and spirit of the whole document

were accurately represented by that officer.

Among other machinery early put in motion by the enemies of Washington, through the

instrumentality of a faction in Congress, was the appointment of a new Board of October n,

War, of which Gates and Mifflin were members, the former being placed at its
^^^~-

head. This board was invested with large powers, and, by delegated authority, assumed

the control of aflairs which properly belonged to the commander-in-chief,' or which, at least,

ought to have his sanction. One of its first acts was to recommend to Congress an inva-

sion of Canada. This expedition was planned by Gates, approved by Congress, and La
Fayette was appointed to the command, without Washington being consulted. The first

intimation which the commander-in-chief had of the project was in a letter from the Board

of War, inclosing one to La Fayette, informing him of his appointment. No doubt jamiary,

this was a stroke of policy to win the marquis to the interest of the faction. They ^'^^•

little understood the character of that young devotee of freedom. He deeply felt the dis-

respect manifested toward his beloved general, and immediately carried the letter to Wash-

ington.^ He told the chief that he saw the whole scope of the artifice, and asked his ad-

vice. The commander-in-chief advised him to accept the appointment, for it was an hon-

orable position, although he could not see how the expedition was to be accomplished. Thus

encouraged. La Fayette hastened to York,^ where Congress was in session, to receive his

instructions. He was greatly flattered by Gates's friends, and the Board of War promised

him every thing necessary for the success of the expedition. The marquis soon perceived

the artfully-concealed hostility to Washington ;* and when he found that General Conway
was appointed his second in command, he was convinced that the enterprise had been plan-

ned for the purpose of separating him from the general, to whom he was ardently attached.

He succeeded in having the Baron De Kalb, Conway's senior in rank, appointed to the ex-

pedition, and, of course, the baron was second, and Conway the third in command.

La Fayette hastened to Albany, where he was promised men and stores for an imme-

diate march into Canada ; but, after waiting three months, and having his patience com-

pletely exhausted by the inefficiency of the Board of War, he returned to the camp ^prii 4

at Valley Forge,^ under instructions from Congress " to suspend the irruption into '^'~^'

' See Journals of Congress, iii., 351. The new Board of War consisted, at first, of three persons, namely,

General Mifflin, Colonel Timothy Pickering, and Colonel Robert H. Harrison. On the 17th of November,

Mr. Dana and J. B. Smith were made additional members. On the 27th of the same month, General Gates,

Joseph Trumbull, and Richard Peters were elected commissioners for the Board of War. General Gates

was chosen president of the Board. On the appointment of Gates to this important office, Congress in-

structed its presiding officer to inform him of their action, and express their high sense of his abilities and

peculiar fitness to discharge the duties of that important office, upon the right execution of which the suc-

cess of the American cause "eminently depended."

—

Journals, iii., 423.
^ This was not the first time that Congress had allowed Washington to be treated with disrespect. It

will be remembered that, in October previous, Gates sent his dispatches from Saratoga direct to Congress,

instead of transmitting them to the commander-in-chief, and that Congress never uttered a word of disap-

proval of the act. See page 84, vol. i.

^ York is situated on the Codorus Creek, eleven miles from the Susquehanna. It is a thriving village,

surrounded by a fertile and well-cultivated lime-stone region. Congress was in session here from Septem-

ber, 1777, until July, 1778. Its sittings were in the old court-house, which stood in the center of the

public square, and was demolished in 1841. In the cemetery of the German Reformed Church is the

grave of Philip Livingston, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, who died at York, on the

11th of June, 1778, while Congress was in session there. A handsome white marble pyramid, sm-mounted

with an urn, is placed over his grave.
* Sparks relates that, when La Fayette arrived at York, he found Gates at table, surrounded by his friends.

The marquis was greeted with great cordiality, and accepted an invitation to join them at table. The wine

passed round, and several toasts were drank. Determined to let his sentiments be known at the outset, he

called to the company as they were about to rise, and observed that one toast had been omitted, which he

would propose. The glasses were filled, and he gave, " The Commander-in-chief of the American Armies."

The coolness with which it was received confirmed La Fayette in his suspicions.

^ La Fayette was grossly deceived by those connected with the faction and those controlling public affairs.

He was promised 3000 men. He wrote to Washington from Albany, and said, " I don't believe I can find,

in all, 1200 men fit for duty, and the greatest part of these are naked, even for a summer campaign. I
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Canada." Thus ended an injudicious and foolish scheme, if honestly planned ; a wicked

and treasonable scheme, if concerted by a faction to achieve its selfish purposes. It was

also the termination of the conspiracy to elevate Gates to the chief command, by seducing

the affections and confidence of the people from Washington. That great man stood firm

in his integrity, and viewed with calmness the storm of opposition which at one time beat

against him with menaces of danger. How extensive was the disaffection toward him

among the officers of the army, and in Congress, it is difficult to determine, and it is equally

difficult to fix a direct charge upon any individual of actual attempts to supersede Wash-
ington. The injudicious tattling of Wilkinson too soon unmasked a portion of the proceed-

ings, and, as in the case of the Newburgh affair, many who were disposed to join in the

cabal were alarmed and kept quiet, while the leaders were disconcerted, and affected inno-

cence. It appears clear, however, that Gates, Mifflin, and Conway were, for a long time,

engaged in endeavors to effect the removal of Washington from the chief command, and for

this posterity will always utter its voice of censure. Gates and Mifflin, however, each made

his disclaimer of other than a patriotic design to advance the true interests of his country,

and denied the charge of a desire to displace Washington. When rumors of the affair went

abroad among the people and the army, the public censure was so unequivocally expressed, that

each man engaged in the matter was anxious to wipe the stain from his own escutcheon.'

The true character of Conway, so early discovered by Washington, became at length well

understood by Congress. He had perceived the increasing manifestation of dislike among
the officers of the army, and their open deprecation of his conduct in relation to Washing-

ton, and in an impertinent and complaining letter to the president of Congress, he intimated

a wish to resign. A motion to accept his resignation was immediately carried. Conway
was astonished, and proceeded to York to ask to be restored. He said it was not his in-

tention to resign, and attempted explanations, but the current of opinion was turned strongly

against him, and his request was denied. He went to Philadelphia, and was there when
the British evacuated it. His abusive language and ofiensive manners, heightened by irri-

tation, involved him in difficulties with the American officers, and on the 4 th of July
1778 . , .

he fought a duel with General Cadwallader. He received a wound which it was

believed would prove fatal. After lying in an uncertain state for more than a fortnight,

and believing his end near, Conway wrote an apologetic letter to Washington, as a repara-

tion for the personal injuries he had infficted.^ But he recovered from his wound and lived

was to find General Stark, with a large body ; and, indeed, General Gates told me, ' General Stark will

have burned the fleet before your arrival.^ Well, the first letter I receive in Albany is from General Stai-k,

who wishes to know what number of men, from where, what time, and for what rendezvous / desire him

to raise?'''' Again he wrote, "I fancy the actual scheme is to have me out of this part of the continent,

and General Conway as chief, under the immediate direction of Gates."
' Dr. Gordon says (ii., 308), " When General Gates's letters were examined by me at his seat in Vir-

ginia, the latter end of 1781, there was not a single paragraph to be met with that contained any intimation

of his being concerned in any such plan" [the removal of Washington]. Of course, a judicious man would

not preserve any such tangible evidence of his guilt for more than three years after the matter had been

exposed. General Gates, in a letter to a friend, dated at York, April 4th, 1778, said, "For my part, I

solemnly declare I never was engaged in any plan or plot for the removal of General Washington, nor do

I believe any such plot ever existed." Mifflin also wrote, about that time, "I never desired to have any

person w^homsoever take the command of the American army from him [Washington], nor have I said or

done any thing of or respecting him which the public service did not require," &c. Botta, after weighing

the evidence against the designated leaders of the intrigue, draws therefrom the inevitable conclusion of

their guilt, and says, " The leaders of this combination, very little concerned for the public good, were im-

moderately so for their own, and that the aim of all their efforts was to advance themselves and their friends

at the expense of others."—Otis's Botta, ii., 64. It may be well to remember that Gordon and Gates were

intimate friends. I find among Gates's papers, in the New York Historical Society, several letters from

Dr. Gordon to the general, some of which are commenced with the familiar terms, " Dear Horatio." I do

not discredit the assertion of Dr. Gordon, but mention the fact of his intimacy with Gates as a reason why
he was unwilling to believe his friend gnilty of such dishonorable conduct.

* The following is a copy of Conway's letter :

" Philadelphia, 23d July, 1778.

" Sir—I find myself just able to hold the pen during a few minutes, and take this opportunity of express-
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many years. Deserted by his former friends, deprived of employment, and every where de-

spised by the people, he left the country before the close of the war, and returned to France.*

General Conway was succeeded in the office of inspector general by the Baron

Steuben, a veteran commander and disciplinarian from the army of Frederic the

Great. He had served with distinction in the Prussian armies, and had retired from pub-

lic life, when, in the summer of 1777, while on his way to England to visit some acquaint-

ances, he saw, at Paris, his old friend the Count De St. Germaine, who persuaded him to

go to America and enter the service of the Continental army The French and Spanish

ministers also urged

him to espouse our

cause, for they knew
how much we need-

ed the advantages of

thorough military dis-

cipline. He consent-

ed, but, on ascertain-

ing from Dr. Frank-

lin that the Amer-

ican commissioners

had no authority to

enter into explicit

stipulations respect-

ing rank and pay, he

abandoned the proj-

ect and returned to

Germany. A few

days after his arrival

at Rastadt, the Bar-

on received a letter

from Beaumarchais,

the financial agent

between the United

seilles, in which he

could have a passage

to America. The
Count De St. Ger-

maine assured him

that satisfactory ar-

rangements could be

made. Steuben re-

turned to Paris, and,

it being represented

to him that letters

from Dr. Franklin to

the president of Con-

gress and to Wash-
ington would be suf-

ficient to insure him

all he might require,

he consented. Am-
ple funds for his im-

mediate purpose was

supplied by Beaumar-

chais, and on the 26 th

of Sept. the baron

embarked for Amer-

ica. He landed at

Portsmouth, in New

May 5, 1778.

States and France, pressing anew the proposal of the ministers, "^

and informing him that a vessel was about to depart from Mar-

Hampshire, on the 1st of December, whence he journeyed to York, where Congress was in

session. When his papers were read. Congress adopted a complimentary resolution, ac-

cepted his services, and, at the urgent solicitation of Washington, appointed him inspector

general of the army, with the rank and pay of major general." He had already

joined the Americans at Valley Forge as a volunteer, and, under his rigid sys-

tem of discipline, a great and salutary change was soon visible in the army. His appoint-

ment was, therefore, not more complimentary to himself than useful to the Continentals.

Before the breaking up of the encampment at Valley Forge and the pursuit of the enemy

across West Jersey, where the battle of Monmouth occurred, the ill-disciplined army of pa-

triots had acquired much of the skill in maneuvers and dignity of carriage and manner of

the veteran soldiers of Europe. As a disciplinarian, a brave soldier, and a generous and

warm-hearted friend to America, none ranked higher than the Baron Steuben ;
his services

ing my sincere grief for having done, written, or said any thing disagreeable to your excellency. My career

will soon be over; therefore, justice and truth prompt me to declare my last sentiments. You are, in my
eyes, the great and good man. May you long enjoy the love, veneration, and esteem of these States, whose

liberties you have asserted by your virtues. I am, with the greatest respect, &c.,

"Thomas Conway."
' See Sparks's Life and Writings of Washington, Appendix, vol. v.

* Journals of Congress, iv., 187.
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were invaluable.* Our regulars were never beaten in a fair fight after their discipline at

Valley Forge.

It was at Valley Forge, while surrounded by his suffering soldiers, that Washington, in

connection with his officers, devised a plan for reforming present abuses in the army, and

to secure the future welfare of the soldiers. He made strong appeals to Congress on the

subject, and on the 10th of January that body appointed a committee, consisting of

Messrs. Dana, Reed, Folsom, Carroll, and Gouverneur Morris, to proceed to Valley

Forge. The commander-in-chief laid before the committee a memoir extending to fifty folio

pages, containing the sentiments of himself and officers. This formed the basis of a report

which they made to Congress, after remaining nearly three months in camp. Their report

was, in the main, adopted. There was one point, however, upon which there was a dif-

ference of opinion. Washington urged the necessity, as well as equity, of insuring to the

officers of the army halfpay for life. He wrote many letters to members of Congress on

this point, disclaiming all personal interest (for he had repeatedly declared that he would

receive no compensation for his own services), but pleading earnestly for his companions in

' Frederic William Augustus, Baron de Steuben, after leaving the Prussian army, where he was aid-de-

camp of Frederic the Great, entered the service of Prince Charles of Baden, under whom he held the rank

of lieutenant general, and was also a canon of the Church. He was made grand marshal of the court of

the Prince of Hohenzollern-Heckingen, and by the Prince Margrave, of Baden, was appointed knight of the

order of Fidelity. The King of Sardinia made him brilliant offers, and the Emperor of Austria sought to

secure his services. His income was nearly three thousand dollars a year. He left these offices, emolu-

ments, and honors, and came to America to fight as a volunteer in the armies battling for freedom. He
joined the Continental army at Valley Forge as a volunteer, and in that capacity (though holding the office

of inspector general) was in the action on the field of Monmouth. He was engaged in various important

services, wherein we shall hereafter meet him, and finally commanded in the trenches at Yorktown, where
the last great battle of the Revolution was fought. At the close of the war, the

State of New Jersey gave him a small farm, and the Legislature of New York
presented him with lb, 000 acres of wild land in Oneida county. The general

government also granted him a pension of $2500. He built himself a log house

at Steubenville, New York, gave a tenth part of his land to his aids (North,

Popham, and Walker) and his servants, and parceled out the rest to twenty or

thirty tenants. He resided in the country in summer, and in New York city in

winter. He died of apoplexy or paralysis, at Steubenville, on the 28th of No-
vember, 1798, aged sixty-four years. Neither of his aids comforted his last mo-
ments. His neighbors buried him in his garden. Afterward, agreeably to his

desire, he was wrapped in his cloak, placed in a plain coffin, and buried in a
lonely spot in the woods, about a quarter of a mile above his log hut. His aid,

Colonel Walker, inclosed the spot ; and when a road was made to pass over his

resting-place, his remains were removed, and buried in another

grave, in the town of Steuben, about seven miles northwest of

Trenton Falls. In 1826, a monument was erected over him by
private subscription, with this brief inscription upon it : Major-
GE.\ERAL Frederic William Augustus, Baron de Steuben.
General North, t another of his aids,

who greatly loved the baron, caused

a neat mural monument to be erected

to his memory, upon the walls of the

Reformed German Church, then situa-

ted in Nassau Street, between John Street and Maiden Lane, in

New York city. When a Baptist society, under the charge of

the Rev. Mr. Somers, subsequently commenced worshiping in that

church, they courteously allowed the monument to be taken down and carried to the new church of the Ger-

* This sketch is from a drawing made by the Rev. John Taylor, a missionary in the Mohawk and Black River countries in

1802, and pubhshed in the third volume of O-Callaghan's Documcnianj History nf New York. Of Steuben and his grave Mr.
Taylor wrote :

" He lies in a swamp, under a hemlock, with a bier standing over the grave, and a few rough boards nailed to

some trees to keep the cattle off. Alas ! what is man, that the great Baron Steuben should be suffered to lie in such a place,

and without a decent monument!"

t Very little remains on record of the military life of General North during the Revolution, except the fact that he was Steu-

ben's aid. When, in 1798, John Sloss Hobart resigned his seat in the Senate of the United States, Governor Jay appointed Gen-
eral North to succeed him. He was then a resident of Duanesburgh, New York, was a conspicuous Federalist, and had been
twice speaker of the New York Assembly. General North passed the latter years of his life in New London, Connecticut, but

died in the city of New York on the 4th of January, 1837.

Steuben's Log House.'

///^^^
Steuben's Rural Monument.
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arms. His representations were so judicious and forcible, that, after much discussion and

delay, Congress adopted a plan of halfpay for life, by a small majority. The vote was aft-

erward reconsidered, and a compromise resolution was proposed. By the final decision, the

officers were to receive half-pay for the term of seven years, and a gratuity of eighty dollars

was to be given to each non-commissioned officer and private who should continue in the

service until the end of the war. It was only by such manifestations of a desire on the part

of Congress to deal justly by the army that it was prevented from dissolution in the spring

of 1778.

During the encampment of the Americans at Valley Forge and of the British in Phila-

delphia, the latter sent out parties, at various times, to plunder the people, and break up
the feeble posts of the Republicans. Among the most active troops in these enterprises

were the Queen's Rangers,' commanded by Major (afterward Lieutenant-colonel) Simcoe.

One of these expeditions, in which Simcoe was engaged, was sent out from Philadelphia in

February. It consisted of a detachment of about five hundred troops, under the com-

mand of Colonel Abercrombie, of the fifty-second regiment. They went to Salem, in

New Jersey, by water, where they remained a few days reconnoitering, with a view of as-

1778.

Steuben's Mubal Monu-
ment.

mans in Forsyth Street. There I found it in separate pieces, lying among rub-

bish, in a small lumber-room of the church, disfigured and mutilated. I sketched

its parts, and in the annexed figure give a representation of it as it originally

appeared. The slab, of obelisk form, and the square frame, are of bluish, cloud-

ed marble ; the square slab with the inscription, and the two urns, are of white

marble. The lower urn has upon it a representation of the order of Fidelity (seen

on the breast of the portrait on page 341), which Frederic the Great presented

to the baron. The following is the inscription, from the pen of General North

:

" Sacred to the memory of Frederic William Augustus, Baron de Steu-
ben, a Gei-man ; Knight of the Order of Fidelity ; Aid-de-camp of Frederic the

Great, King of Prussia
;
Major General and Inspector General in the Revolution-

ary War ; esteemed, respected, and supported by Washington. He gave mili-

tary skill and discipline to the citizen soldiers who, fulfilling the decrees of Heav-
en, achieved the independence of the United States. The highly-polished man-
ners of the baron were graced by the most noble feelings of the heart. His hand,

open as day for melting charity, closed only in the strong grasp of death. This
memorial is inscribed by an American, who had the honor to be his aid-de-camp,

the happiness to be his friend. Ob. 1795."

Thacher and others have left on record many examples of the excellent char-

acter of the Baron Steuben, among the attributes of which, kindness and generos-

ity were the most conspicuous. He was always cheerful, and possessed ready

wit. At Yorktown, a shell fell near him. To avoid its effects, he leaped into

a trench, followed by General Wayne, who fell upon him. The baron, on per-

ceiving that it was his brigadier, said, " I always knew you was a brave eeneral, but I did not know j'ou

were so perfect in every point of duty
;
you cover your general's retreat in the best manner possible." At

the house of the mother of Chancellor Livingston, the baron was introduced to a Miss Sheaf. "I am very
happy," he said, "in the honor of being presented to you, mademoiselle, though I see it is at an infinite

risk ; I have from my youth been cautioned to guard myself against mischief, but I had no idea that her
attractions were so powerful."

' The Queen's Rangers were a corps of native American Lo3^alists, raised chiefly in Connecticut and
in the vicinity of New York, by Colonel Rogers. At one time they mustered about 400 men, and, as their

name implies, were intended for very active service. They were quite reduced in numbers when, in the

autumn of 1777, they were placed under the command of Major Simcoe, a young and active oflicer of the

British army. His zeal and military skill soon made his corps a model of order, discipline, and bravery.*

He received the commission of lieutenant colonel. We shall meet him several times hereafter.

* The following advertisement appeared in Rivington's Royal Gazette, printed in New York

:

"ALL ASPIRING HEROES
have now an opportunity of distinguishing themselves by joining

THE queen's KANGER HUSSARS,

commanded by
Lieutenant colonel Simcoe.

Any spirited young man will receive every encouragement, be immediately mounted on an elegant horse, and furnished with
clothing, accouterments, &c., to the amount oi forty guineas, by applying to Cornet Spencer, at his quarters, No. 133 Water
Street, or his rendezvous, Hewett's Tavern, near the Coffee-house, and the Defeat of Brandyvrine, on Golden Hill.

Whoever brings a recruit shall instantly receive two guineas.

VIVANT EEX ET BEGINA."
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certaining the position of Wayne, who was then actively employed in that state in procur-

ing horses and provisions for the American army. Wayne was compelled to exercise great

vigilance and dexterity to prevent being surprised by the enemy on these occasions.

On the 17th of March another British force, mustering between twelve and fifteen hund-

red men, composed chiefly of Scotchmen, under the command of Colonel Charles Mawhood
and his majors, Simcoe and Sims, marched into Salem, where they were joined by a large

number of Tories.' From these Colonel Mawhood learned that about three hundred Amer-
ican militia, under Colonel Benjamin Holmes, were posted on the south side of Alloway's

Creek, at Quintan's Bridge, about three miles from Salem. Mawhood determined to beat

up their quarters, and, as he publicly declared, " chastise the rebels." He sent out detach-

ments to procure horses, on which he mounted his best men. Holmes, in the mean while,

was on the alert. Anticipating an attack, he placed videttes at various points to watch the

movements of the enemy, while he prepared to dispute their progress at Quintan's Bridge.

March, Before daylight on the morning of the 18th, Major Simcoe and his Rangers were
^^^^- sent out, and hidden in ambush within half a mile of the bridge. They took pos-

session of a two story brick house occupied by a Whig, named Wetherby, and drove his

family into the cellar. In that house, and in a deep ravine and tangled swamp near, Sim-

coe and his men were secreted. The Americans had thrown up a strong breast-work on

each side of the road near Quintan's Bridge ; and when they discovered a portion of the en-

emy in the morning, on the

opposite side of the stream,

they were anxious to cross

over and attack them. The
prudent officers opposed the

proposition as rash. Captain

Smith, the senior officer pres-

ent, was less cautious, and de-

termined to push on. He led

the way, and, in a confused

march, they crossed the creek,

neglecting the proper duties

of vigilant men in examining

destructive fire from all points.

Affair at Quintan's Bridge. "

places where an enemy might

be concealed.'' A portion of

the enemy made a feigned re-

treat on the approach of the

patriots, who were thus de-

coyed, unsuspicious of danger,

far from the bridge. When
they had advanced some yards

beyond Wetherby's house, the

concealed enemy arose from

their ambush, and, with shouts

and the beating of drums.

poured upon the Americans a

They were thrown into great confusion, and fled toward

the bridge, fighting gallantly all the way in small squads. Although furiously attacked in

flank and rear, they made good their retreat across the bridge, with a loss of between thirty

and forty of their companions, most of whom were drowned in the creek. ''

At the moment Avhen the Americans commenced their flight, Colonel Hand, of the Cum-
berland militia, who had been informed of the presence of the enemy, arrived with two

pieces of cannon, and posted his men in the trenches which the Americans had left a short

time before. By a well-directed fire, he checked the pursuing British, and prevented the

Americans being cut to pieces. The draw of the bridge was cut away, and the pursuers

' In order to distinguish the Tories from the British regulars, they were dressed in a uniform of green

;

the coats were faced with white, and they wore cocked hats, with broad white binding around them.—See

Johnson's History of Salem.

^ The enemy, who were stationed in Wetherby's house, suspecting the Americans might be vigilant, were
prepared to seize the first man who should attempt to enter the building, and Lieutenant M'Kay stood be-

hind the door with a bayonet ready to perform that duty.

'^ A A, the American redoubts ; B, a small detachment of the enemy masking the bridge ; C, Simcoe's

Rangers in Wetherby's house ; D, another detachment under Captain Saunders, in ambuscade ; E, a por-

tion of the Rangers secreted in a wood ; F, a detachment of the enemy making a feigned retreat ; G, the

Americans after crossing the bridge; H H, sally of the British light infantry, and pursuit of the Rangers;

I, flight of the Americans ; 0, Alloway's Creek. The straight double lines passing perpendicularly

across the map indicate the main road to Salem.
* Captain Smith had his cue shot away during the skirmish, and was grazed by a bullet in his loins. His

horse received two bullets, but carried his rider safe over the bridge, when he fell dead under him.
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were foiled.' Colonel Mawhood, chagrined at the failure of Simcoe to dislodge the Amer-
icans at Quintan's Bridge, determined to attack another post at Hancock's Bridge with his

Avhole force. The Americans, on the night of their retreat, entered into a solemn com-

pact, agreeing that " no British soldier should set his foot or eat bread on that side of Allo-

way's Creek while there was a man left to defend the soil." They properly apprehended

a great augmentation of the British force, and made preparations to meet it. Mawhood
intrusted the expedition against the patriots at Hancock's Bridge to the direction of Major

Simcoe. That officer, in secretly reconnoitering, ascended a tree, and from it made a sketch

of a two story brick house near the bridge, owned by Judge Hancock, a Quaker and Loy-

alist, and formed therefrom a

plan of attack. On the night

March, of the 20th, the British
^^'^^- marched to Salem, and,

in flat-boats, proceeded to the

Delaware, and thence to Al-

loway's Creek, up which they

pushed until within a conven-

ient distance from Hancock's

Bridge, when they debarked.

It was a very dark night ; not

Hancock's House. 2

a star was to be seen, and

heavy scuds, freighted with

rain, came up from the sea.

Simcoe sent the boats back to

prevent the retreat of his men,

and artfully concealed from

thein a knowledge of the dan-

gers which awaited them. Ev-

ery thing depended upon a sur-

prise. Through marshes, some-

times up to their knees in wa-

ter, they marched two miles before they reached the solid earth. In a wood, upon dry

land, Simcoe formed his men for an attack, and then commenced his march in silence. The
main body passed along the public road toward Hancock's house, while Captain Saunders,

with a small detachment, ambuscaded the dike that led to Quintan's Bridge. Captain

Dunlop was detached to the rear of Hancock's house, in which it was supposed the Amer-
ican officers were quartered, with directions to force, occupy, and barricade it, as it com-

manded the bridge. There were several stone houses and cot-

tages near, and detachments were arranged to attack and take

possession of them. The inmates of Hancock's house were unsus-

picious of danger. Fortunately for the patriots, a large proportion

of them had quitted the place the evening before, leaving only

about twenty men as a garrison. The surprise was complete.

While all were sleeping, the invaders approached, and simulta-

neously the front and back doors of the house were forced. All

within perished ; not even the Tory owner escaped.^ A patrol

of seven men, who had been sent down the creek, were surprised,

and all but one killed. The British, after committing some dep-

redations in the neighborhood, returned to the mouth of Alloway's

Affair at Hancock's Bhidge.*

' A militia-man named Andrew Bacon cut away the draw of the bridge with an ax while the British

were firing volleys at him. He succeeded in his task, but received a wound which made him a cripple
for life.

- This is a view of an old brick dwelling in the little village of Hancock's Bridge, upon Alloway's
Creek. It stands a kw yards from the bridge over the creek, and is known as Baker's tavern. The pic-

ture here given is copied from one in the Historical Collections of New Jersey.

^ Simcoe supposed Judge Hancock was absent. He says (Journal, page 52), " Some very unfortunate
circumstances happened here. Among the killed was a friend to government, then a prisoner with the
rebels, old Hancock, the owner of this house, and his brother. Major Simcoe had made particular inquiry,

and was informed that he did not live at home since the rebels had occupied the bridge. The information
was partly true. He was not there in the daytime, but unfortunately returned home at night. Events
like these are the real miseries of war."

*» This and the preceding map are reduced copies of those published in Simcoe's Jmirnal of the Opera-
tions of the Queen's Rangers. A, is Hancock's house ; B, the bridge which the Americans had broken
down

;
C C C, march of the Rangers throusjh the village

; D, the enemy's advanced ffuard ; E, Captain
Dunlop detached to the rear of the house

; F, Captain Saunders, to ambuscade the dike and take up its

bridge
;
G, Lieutenant-colonel Mitchell and the 27th Regiment; H H, Alloway's Creek.

II. z



346 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Return of the Marauders to Philadelphia. Light from Europe. Alliance with France. Rejoicings at Valley Forge.

Creek and sailed for Philadelphia.' The affair at Hancock's Bridge was unmitigated mur-

der. Some who were massacred were not fighting men ; no resistance was made, and yet

those who begged for quarters were inhumanly slain. The chief perpetrators were unprin-

cipled Tories—the blood-hounds of the R,evolution.

A ray of light from France beamed upon the American army while it was encamped at

Valley Forge. It was preceded by a faint gleam from England, and a glimmer upon our

own shores. That ray was the intelligence that France had acknowledged the independ-

ence of the colonies, and entered into a treaty of amity with them f that gleam was the

arrival of Lord North's conciliatory bills ; that glimmer was the advent and first proce-

dures of commissioners bearing the olive branch of reconciliation. The first event has been

already noticed ;' the two latter have also been referred to, and have an intimate relation

to each other.

The position assumed by France toward the revolted colonies greatly embarrassed the

British ministry, and the sagacious Lord North was obliged to stoop from his haughty stilts

and talk of concessions, contending, at the same time, that these concessions "ought not to

be considered as the tardy result of defeat or weakness." He produced a conciliatory plan

on the 17th of February, eleven days after the treaty between France and the United

States had been signed. It was contained in two bills, one " for declaring the inten-

tions of the Parliament of Great Britain concerning the exercise of the right of imposing

taxes within his majesty's colonies in North America ;" the other, " to enable his majesty

to appoint commissioners, with sufficient powers to treat, consult, and agree upon the means

of quieting the disorders now subsisting in certain of the colonies, plantations, and provinces

of North America." By the first bill he designed to quiet the minds of the Americans in

regard to taxation ; by the second, he intended to grant the royal commissioners more am-

ple powers than those formerly intrusted to Loi'd Howe and his brother.* He proposed to

^ Johnson's History of Salem ; Simcoe^s Journal.

^ Intelligence of this event reached the camp on the 1st of May, and on the 7th Washington issued the

following general order

:

"It having pleased the Almighty Ruler of the universe to defend the cause of the United American

States, and finally to raise us up a powerful friend among the princes of the earth, to establish our liberty

and independence upon a lasting foundation, it becomes us to set apart a day for gratefully acknowledging

the divine goodness, and celebrating the important event, which we owe to his divine interposition. The
several brigades are to be assembled for this purpose at nine o'clock to-morrow morning, when their chap-

lains will communicate the intelligence contained in the postscript of the Pennsylvania Gazette of the 2d

instant, and offer up a thanksgiving, and deliver a discourse suitable to the occasion. At half past ten

o'clock a cannon will be fired, which is to be a signal for the men to be under arms ; the brigade inspect-

ors will then inspect their dress and arms, and form the battalions according to the instructions given them,

and announce to the commanding officers of the brigade that the battalions are formed.
" The commanders of brigades will then appoint the field officer to the battalions, after which each bat-

talion will be ordered to load and ground their arms. At half past eleven a second cannon will be fired

as a signal for the march ; upon which the several brigades will begin their march by wheeling to the

right by platoons, and proceed by the nearest way to the left of their ground by the new position. This

will be pointed out by the brigade inspectors. A third signal will then be given, on which there will be

a discharge of thirteen cannon ; after which a running fire of the infantry will begin on the right of Wood-
ford's, and continue throughout the front line ; it will then be taken up on the left of the second line, and

continue to the right. Upon a signal given, the whole army will huzza. Long live the King of France .'

The artillery then begins again, and fires thirteen rounds : this will be succeeded by a second general dis-

charge of the musketry in a running fire, and huzza. Long live the friendly European Powers ! The last

discharge of thirteen pieces of artillery will be given, followed by a general running fire, and huzza, The

American States!"

Washington, with his lady, and suite. Lord Stirling and his lady, with other general officers and ladies,

attended the religious services of the Jersey brigade, when the Rev. Mr. Hunter delivered a discourse.

Afterward all the officers of the army assembled, and partook of a collation provided by the commander-

in-chief. When he took his leave, there was universal huzzaing, Long live General Washington ! The
huzzas continued until the general had proceeded a quarter of a mile, and a thousand hats were tossed in

the air. Washington, with his retinue, turned round and huzzaed several times. ^ See p. 86, vol. i.

* In 1776, Lord Howe and his brother were authorized to treat with the rebellious colonies for recon-

ciliation, but upon a basis not to be thought of for a moment with favor by the Americans. It was abso-

lute submission to the crown, as a condition of royal pardon ! This commission will be noticed hereafter.
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allow ihem to treat with Congress as if it were a legal body, and competent to bind all the

states by its acts and negotiations ; to treat with the conventions or provincial Congresses
;

with individuals in their actual civil and military capacities, without any cavil in address-

ing them according to the rank held under Congress ;' to suspend hostilities ; intermit the

operation of laws
;
grant pardons, immunities, and rewards ; restore charters and constitu-

tions, and nominate governors, judges, magistrates. Sec, until the king's pleasure should be

known. It was also proposed that a renunciation of the independence of the colonies should

not be insisted upon, nor debated, until a definitive treaty had received final ratification by

the king and Parliament. The commissioners were to be instructed to negotiate for a rea-

sonable and moderate contribution toward the common defense of the empire, when reunited
;

but this was not to be insisted upon as a si?ie qua non. Such is an outline of North's con-

ciliatory plan, which, if it had been presented two years before, would probably have been

accepted by the Americans.

These bills met with great opposition in Parliament, and excited a long and stormy de-

bate. The question assumed the distinct form of a proposition to dismember the British

empire, by allowing the American colonies to withdraw as independent states. This prop-

osition was affirmatively supported as the only sure means of detaching the colonies from

France, the ancient enemy of England. The Earl of Chatham (William Pitt) vehemently

opposed it. Though a warm friend of the Americans, he could not bear the thought of

their separation from the mother country, and, with all the strength of his eloquence, he de-

nounced the proposition. On the 7th of April, the debates on the question ran high,

and Chatham became greatly excited. Sickness and age had broken his physical

strength, but the fire of his intellect burned as clear as ever. He came into the House of

Lords, that day, wrapped in flannel, and leaning upon two friends ; and when he arose to

speak, at the conclusion of a speech by Lord Weymouth, he leaned upon crutches. " I

thank God," he said, with a trembling voice, "that I have been enabled to come here this

day to perform my duty, and to speak on a subject which has so deeply impressed my mind.

I am old and infirm ; I have one foot, more than one foot, in the grave ; I am risen from

ray bed to stand up in the cause of my country
;
perhaps never again to speak in this

House." A deep and solemn silence pervaded the assembly as he uttered these words
;

gradually his voice assumed its wonted strength and harmony, and with all the power and

beauty of the oratory of his best days, he addressed the House. " My lords," he continued,

" I rejoice that the grave has not closed upon me ; that I am still alive to lift up my voice

against the dismemberment of this ancient and most noble monarchy. Pressed down as 1

am by the hand of infirmity, I am little able to assist my country in this most perilous junc-

ture ; but, my lords, while I have sense and memory, I will never consent to deprive the

royal ofispring of the house of Brunswick, the heirs of the Princess Sophia, of their fairest

inheritance. Where is the man that will dare to advise such a measure ? My lords, his

majesty succeeded to an empire as great in extent as its reputation was unsullied. Shall

we tarnish the luster of this nation by an ignominious surrender of its rights and fairest pos-

sessions ? Shall this great kingdom, that has survived, whole and entire, the Danish dep-

redations, the Scottish inroads, and the Norman conquest—that has stood the threatened

invasion of the Spanish Armada—now fall prostrate before the house of Bourbon .' Surely,

my lords, this nation is no longer what it was I Shall a people that, fifteen years ago, were

the terror of the world, now stoop so low as to tell their ancient, inveterate enemy, 'Take

all we have, only give us peace ?' It is impossible I I wage war with no man or set of

men. I wish for none of their employments ; nor would I co-operate with men who still

persist in unretracted error ; who, instead of acting on a firm, decisive line of conduct, halt

between two opinions, where there is no middle path. In God's name, if it is absolutely

necessary to declare either for peace or war, and the former can not be preserved with honor.

' The former commissioners aJdressed the commander-in-chief " Mr. Washington," and refused to treat

with Franklin, Adams, and Rutledge, as members of Congress, for the legality of that body was denied.
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why is not the latter commenced without hesitation ? I am not, I confess, well informed

of the resources of this kingdom ; but I trust it has still sufficient to maintain its just rights,

though I know them not. But, my lords,

any state is better than despair. Let us,

at least, make one effort ; and if we must

fall, let us fall like men I" As Chatham
sat down, his brother-in-law, Lord Temple,

said to him, " You forgot to mention what

we talked of; shall I get up ?" " No, no,"

replied Chatham, " I will do it by-and-by."

The Duke of Richmond then arose, and re-

plied to Chatham. When he sat down,

the great orator attempted to rise, but the

violence of his indignation overcame him,

and he swooned. He was caught in friend-

ly arms, and the whole House, in great agi-

tation, crowded around him with anxious

solicitude.^ He was conveyed to the house

of a friend in Downing Street, and the fol-

lowing day he was carried home to his

country seat at Hayes. That speech was,

indeed, his last, for, in a little more than a

month afterward, he expired. Par-

liament voted him a public funeral

and a monument ; and, after settling upon

his family an annuity of twenty thousand

dollars a year, a grant was made of one

hundred thousand dollars to pay off his lord-

ship's debts. The last words of the great

orator were agreeable to the royal ears,

May 11,

1778.

Chatham's Monument, Wkstminsteb Abbey.2

' John Singleton Cople}', the eminent American artist, painted a representation of this scene for the

House of Lords. In a note on page 496 of the first volume of this work, I have placed Copley among the

early refugee Loyalists. History and fair inference have assigned him that position, partly on account of

his marriage relation with a farail)' of Loyalists, and partly because he was one of the addressers of Hutch-

inson, left the country with him, and was intimate with him in London. Sabine places him among the Loy-
alists, and his biographers generally have given him that character. Since the publication of that volume,

I have been informed that the late John Quincy Adams, who knew Copley and his sentiments intimatel)',

denied that he was a Loyalist ; on the contrary, he averred that he was a Whig in sentiment during the

whole controversj', and adduced, among other evidence, the fact, that when commissioned to make two
paintings, one for the House of Lords and the other for the House of Commons, he chose as a subject for

the former. The Death of Chatham, and for the latter, Charles the First in Parliament. The scene of the

last picture is at the moment when the speaker uttered to the king the republican sentiment, " I have no

eyes to see, no ears to hear, no mouth to speak, but as Parliament directs ;" implying entire subserviency

to the popular will. Mr. Adams said Copley went to England, not as a fugitive, but entirely on account

of his profession, which disturbances in Boston had almost destroyed.

^ William Pitt, the first Earl of Chatham, was born on the 5th of November, 1708. He was educated

at Eton, and entered Trinity College, Oxford, in 1726. He left that institution for a military profession,

which he entered with the rank of cornet. He was elected a member of Parliament for Old Sarum in

1735, and soon became distinguished for his eloquence and extensive information. He was in the ranks of

the opposition against Walpole, and, for his good service against that minister, Walpole's inveterate enemy,

the Duchess of Marlborough, left Pitt, in her will, fifty thousand dollars. From 1746 until 1755, he was
treasurer of Ireland, paymaster of the army, and privy counselor. He was made secretary of state in 1756,

and had the direction of the war bureau during a late portion of the progress of the Seven Years' war. He
retired from office on the accession of George III., but continued in Parliament. In 1766 he was created

Earl Chatham, and occupied the privy seal in the administration. This office he resigned in 1768; and

from that period until his death, an hereditary gout kept him much at home and undermined his constitu-

tion. He was struck down with apoplexy upon the floor of the House of Lords on the 7th of April, 1778,
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and the king was pleased to bestow his bounty when " the trumpet of sedition'" was si-

lenced.

The conciliatory bills arrived in America about the middle of April. Governor Tryon,

of New York, caused them to be printed and extensively circulated. As they did not pos-

itively propose the independence of the colonies as a basis of negotiation, they were regarded

by the patriots with suspicion, and were denominated the " deceptionary bills." " Nothing

short of independence, it appears to me, will do," Washington wrote. " A peace on other

terms would, if I may be allowed the expression, be a peace of war." Congress entertained

the same sentiments. As soon as draughts of the bills were received by that body, they

were referred to a committee. When they reported, some discussion arose, but it April 22,

was unanimously resolved that the terms oflered were totally inadequate, and that ^'^"S-

no advances on the part of the British government for a peace would be met, unless, as a

preliminary step, they either withdrew their armies and fleets, or acknowledged, unequivo-

cally, the independence of the United States. ^ This report, and other resolutions adopted

on the following day, were printed with the " deceptionary bills," and circulated throughout

the country.'

The king's ship of war Trident arrived in the Delaware on the 4th of June, having on

board three commissioners, appointed under the provisions of North's conciliatory bills.

These commissioners were the Earl of Carlisle, George Johnstone, formerly governor of West

Florida,' and William Eden, a brother of Sir Robert Eden, the governor of Maryland from

1769 until the Pvevolution. They were accompanied by the celebrated Adam Ferguson,

professor of Moral Philosophy in the University of

Edinburgh, as secretary. General Howe was di-

/^ >^ ^^^*\A^ ff6C^^1^ rected to join the commissioners, but, as he had re-

y turned home. Sir Henry Clinton took his place.

That officer wrote to Washington, requesting a pass-

port for Dr. Ferguson to proceed to Congress at York, with dispatches. The request was

and died on the 11th of May following, at the age of 70.* " His disposition," says Broufrham, "was ex-

ceedingly affectionate. The pride, bordering upon insolence, in which he showed himself incased to the

world, "fell naturally from him, and without any effort to put it off, as he crossed the threshold of his own

door. To all his family he was civil, kindly, and gentle. His pursuits were of a nature that showed how

much he loved to unbend himself. He delighted in poetry and other light reading ; was fond of music
;

loved the country ; took peculiar pleasure in gardening ; and had even an extremely happy taste in laying

out grounds."
^ The King was applied to by Lord North, before Chatham's death, to make some provision for his fam-

ily. In a sharp letter his majesty said, " When decrepitude or death puts an end to him as a trumpet of

sedition, I shall make no difficulty in placing the second son's name instead of the father's, and making up

the pension c£3000.—Brougham's Statesmen of the Times of George III.

^ Journals of Congress, iv., 164.
2 Governor Tryon inclosed copies of these bills to General Washington, with a request that he would

aid in circulating them ! Washington sent them to Congress, and after that body had passed its resolves

on the subject, the chief forwarded printed copies to Tryon, and politely requested him to have them circu-

lated among those persons for whom they were intended. One of the resolutions recommended the Legis-

latures of the several states, or any executive authority possessing the power, to issue proclamations offer-

in<T pardon to those who had taken up arms against the continental government, and who should surrender

themselves, and return to the state to which they belonged, before the 10th of June. This resolution was

adopted on the 23d of April.

—

Journals, iv., 168. This was an excellent retort upon Governor Tryon. It

is difficult, as Washington remarked in a letter to Governor Livingston, in viewing the conduct of Tryon

on this occasion, " which to admire most, his impertinence or his folly."

* According to M'Gregor, James M'Pherson, the translator of Ossian's Poems, went to Florida with Gov-

ernor Johnston in 1770, as surveyor general, and took the original Gaelic manuscripts with him. Many
of them were lost there, and were never recovered.

* Parliament voted him a funeral and a monument. The pall-bearers on the occasion of his burial were Edmund Bukke,

Sir George Saville, John Dunning, Esq., and Right Hon. Thomas Townshend. He was buried about twenty yards fi-om

tlie north entrance of Westminster Abbey. His monument is composed of six figures, representing Lord Chatham, Prudence,

Fortitude, Britannia, Earth, and Ocean. The statue of Chatham is represented in the engraving. The inscription upon the

monument is as follows: "Erected by the King and Pariiament, as a Testimony to the Virtues and Ability of William Pitt.

Eari of Chatham, during whose administration Divine Providence exalted Great Britain to a Height of Prosperity and Glory

unlvnown to any former Age.''
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Letter of Commissioners to Congress. Action of Congress concerning them, and their Mission. Mrs. Graeme.

declined on the ground that the matter was wholly of a civil nature, and the letter was

forwarded to Congress. The commissioners then sent their papers, by a flag, directly to the

president. Among these was an address to that body. The president was desired to read

it immediately. When he came to a part containing strong expressions of disrespect for

the King of France, he was interrupted. The House, after some debate, directed him to

read no further, but to seal the papers. The subject was resumed in debate two days aft-

erward, when a reply was ordered to be returned to the commissioners, signed by the pres-

ident, the substance of which was in accordance with the former proceedings in relation to

North's bills. They were informed that no reconciliation could possibly be effected on the

proffered terms, but, when the king should manifest a sincere desire for peace, " by an ex-

plicit acknowledgment of the independence of the states, or the withdrawing of his fleets

and armies. Congress would be ready to enter into a treaty therefor." It was not in the

power of the commissioners to accede to either of these propositions, nor was it the intention

of Parliament to grant them.'

The proceedings of Congress previous to the arrival of the commissioners^ had eff^ectually

barred the door to negotiations. The commissioners remained in the country until October,

and made various attempts by art, and by official intercourse, to gain their object. They

failed, however, and finally returned to England. Just previous to their departure, they

issued a long manifesto and proclamation to Congress, to the state Legislatures, and to all

the inhabitants of the States, in which they briefly recapitulated the steps they had taken

to accomplish a reconciliation ; denounced the rebels, and warned the people of the total

and material change which was to take place in the future conduct of hostilities. Should

they still persist in refusing obedience, they were menaced with all the extremes of war.

Packages of these manifestoes,

with one printed on vellum, and

signed by Clinton, Carlisle, and

Eden, were made up to be sent

to Congress and the several states

by a flag. Congress declared that

the agents employed to distribute

them were not entitled to the pro-

tection of a flag, and recommended the several

states to seize and imprison them. Congress also

published a manifesto, which, after charging the

commissioners with mean attempts to bribe mem-

bers of its body and other persons ;
with deceit

and servility of adulation, they concluded by sol-

emnly declaring, " If our enem.ies presume to ex-

ecute their threats, or persist in their present ca-

reer of barbarity, we will take such exemplary

vengeance as shall deter others from like conduct.

' Sparks's Washinston, v., 397.
•

i r u
2 It is worthy of note, that these proceedings of Congress took place ten days before the arrival ol the

intelligence that France had acknowledged the independence of the United States
;
that event, thereiore,

had no influence on the mind of Congress.
3 These I copied from an original manifesto of the commissioners, dated October 3d, 1778, and preserved

in the office of the secretary of state of Connecticut. The name of Johnstone is not attached to the mani-

festo. His openly corrupt proceedings caused Congress to declare that no intercourse should be had with

him. Johnstone endeavored to jjainby flattery what the nature of his commission denied him. Finding

no door open for negotiation with Conirress, he determined to attempt to win over influential members to

a flivorable consideration of the propositions of the ministers. For this purpose he employed an American

lady, the daughter of Doctor Thomas Graeme of Pennsylvania, then the wife of Hugh Ferguson, a relative

of the secreta'ry of the commissioners. Her husband being in the British service, she was much in the com-

pany of Loyalists. She was a woman of superior attainments, and, although the wife of an enemy to the

country, she maintained the confidence and respect of leading patriots. Johnstone made his residence at

the house of Charles Stedman (one of Cornwaliis's officers, and an historian of the war), where Mrs. Fei-

SlGNATUKES OF THE COMMISSIONEBS.^
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Attempt to Bribe General Reed. Mrs. Grseme's part in the Affair. Memoir of General Reed.

We appeal to that God who searcheth the hearts of men for the rectitude of our intentions
;

and in his holy presence declare, that, as we are not moved by any light and hasty sugges-

tions of anger or revenge, so, through every possible change of fortune, we will adhere to

this our determination."

The American army remained encamped at Valley Forge until the 18th of June,

when intelligence reached them that the enemy had evacuated Philadelphia and
1778.

guson often visited. Johnstone spoke to her warmly in favor of American interests, and she believed him
to be a true friend of their countr)'. He expressed a strong desire to stop the effusion of blood, and a be-

lief that, if a proper representation could be made to leading men in Congress, a reconciliation might yet

be effected. As he was not permitted to pass the lines himself, Johnstone desired Mrs. Ferguson to say to

General Jo-seph Reed, that, provided he could, conformably to his conscience and views of things, exert his

infiuence to settle the dispute, he might command ten thousand guineas and the best post in government.

Mrs. Ferguson suggested that such a proposition would be considered as a bribe by Mr. Reed, but John-

stone disclaimed the idea. Convinced of his sincerity and good-will, as she alleged, she sought and ob-

tained an interview with General Reed in Philadelphia, three days after the British had evacuated that city.

She repeated to him her conversation with Johnstone, when Reed, filled with indignation, replied, "7 am
not worth purchasing, but, such as I am, the King of Great Britain is not rich enough to do it f^ General

Reed had received a communication from Johnstone just before leaving Valley Forge. The written and
verbal communications of the commissioner he now laid before Congress, and that body declared all further

correspondence with Johnstone to be terminated. The fact soon went abroad. The replj' of Reed went
from mouth to mouth, and the people looked with ineffable contempt upon the commissioners.* Poor Mrs.
Ferguson, whose motives seem to have been pure, was violently assailed. Unfortunately, she had been the

bearer, a few months before, of an offensive letter from the Reverend Mr. Duche (see page 268) to General

Washington, and she was denounced as a British emis-sary. She lived, however, to see all these suspicions

dissipated.!—See Gordon's American Revolution, ii., 378; Life and Correspondence oy President Reed, i.,

381 ; jNIrs. Ellett's Women of the Revolution, i., 196.

' Joseph Reed was born in New Jersey, August 27, 1741, and graduated at Princeton in 1757. He studied law with Richard

Stocliton; also at the Temple, in London. He was one of the committee of correspondence in Philadelphia in 1774, where he
took up his residence after his return from England. He was
president of the first popular convention in Pennsylvania. He
accompanied Washington as his aid and secretary when he went
to Cambridge in 177.5, and remained with him during the cam-
paign. In 1776 he was appointed adjutant general of the Amer-
ican army, and proved an active and brave officer. In the spring

of 1777 he was appointed a general officer in the cavalry, but de-

clined the station. He remained attached to the army, and was
in the battle at Germantown in the autumn of that year. He
was chosen a member of Congress toward the close of 1777.

He was a member of that body in 177S, when the commission-

ers arrived from England, and, as we have noticed in the text,

was approached with honeyed words, and promises of wealth

and rank if he would favor the views of the government agents.

His noble reply was given, and, abashed, the commissioners

sought other and more pliable instruments for their use. Gen-

eral Reed was chosen president of Pennsylvania in 1778, and

continued in that office until October, 1781, when he resumed his

practice of the law. He ever retained the confidence and high-

est esteem of Washington and the best patriots of the Revolu-

tion ; and when the cloud of party rancor passed away, all men
beheld in Joseph Reed a patriot and an honest man. In 1784,

he visited Enjland for his health, but without beneficial results.

He died on the 4th of JIarch, 1785, at the age of forty-two. His

wife was Esther de Berdt, the leader in the patriotic efforts of

the ladies of Philadelphia to extend comfort to the suflering army,

mentioned in a preceding chapter. George \V. Reed, the youn-

gest son of General R., commanded the Vixen in 1812, and died while a prisoner in England.

A few days after the death of General Reed, Philip Freneau wrote a brief monody, in which the following lines occur

:

"No single art engaged his manly mind, "Firm to his purpose, vigilant and bold,

^n every scene his active genius shined. Detesting traitors, and despising gold,

Nature in him, in honor to our age. He scorn'd all bribes from Britain's hostile throne.

At once composed the soldier and the sage. For all his country's wrongs were thrice his own."

t Trumbull, in his M'Fingall, thus alludes to the participation of Mrs. Ferguson in Johnstone's efforts at bribery :

Behold, at Briton's utmost shifts " While Venus, join'd to act the farce.

Comes Johnstone, loaded with like gifts, Strolls forth embassadress of Mars.

To venture through the Whiggish tribe. In vain he strives; for, while he lingers,

To cuddle, wheedle, coax, and bribe
;

These mastiffs bite his ofI''ring fingers
;

And call, to aid his desp'rate mission. Nor buys for George and realms infernal

His pTtticoated politician

:

One spaniel but the mongrel Arnold."
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Sir Henry Clinton Coramander-in-Chief. Condition of the American Army. Exchange of General Lee. Oaths of Allegiance.

crossed the Delaware into New Jersey. Sir Henry Clinton had succeeded Sir William

Howe as generalissimo, and took command of the British army on the 11th of May. In

the instructions to Clinton as Howe's successor, the ministry ordered him to evacuate Phil-

adelphia. He had resolved to do so as early as the 23d of May, and to proceed by water

to New York. Fearing he might be delayed by head winds, and that Washington would

push forward to and capture New York city, he changed his plan and determined to pro-

ceed by land. In the mean while, Washington, informed of the evident intention of the en-

emy to evacuate Philadelphia, placed his army in a condition to march immediately at the

beating of the drum. His condition was very much changed for the better. Major-general

Charles Lee had been exchanged for Prescott, and was now in camp, and reinstated in his

old command as second general officer of the army.' The troops fit for service numbered

about fifteen thousand ; and the warmth and comforts of pleasant summer time, co-opera-

ting with the good news from France, made the soldiers cheerful and hopeful.''

' Washington was directed, by a resolution of Conjrress, to administer the oath of allegiance to the officers

of the army before leaving Valley Forge. The oath was administered to several at one time, each officer

placing his hand upon the Bible. Just as the commander-in-ehief began to repeat the oath, General Lee
withdrew his hand. This movement was repeated, to the astonishment of all. Washington inquired the

cause of his strange conduct, when Lee replied, " As to King George, I am ready enough to absolve myself

from all allegiance to him ;
but I have some scruples about the Prince of Wales." Even the grave Wash-

in<Tton was obliged to join in the laughter which followed this odd reply. Lee eventually took the oath

with the rest, and subscribed his name.

In the archives of the State Department at Washington City, the oritrinal oaths of allegiance, signed b}-

all the officers of the army at Valley Forge, are well preserved, and present an interesting collection of au-

tographs. The oath was printed on a slip of paper, with blanks, in which the name and rank of the officer

was written, with his signature at bottom. I observed that Generals Lord Stirling, Knox, and Greene ad-

ministered the principal portion of the oaths. The following is a fac simile of Lord Stirling's oath, admin-

istered by Washington :

do acknowledge the UN I T E D STATE S of AME =
^^'^'^^^

RICA, to be Free, Independent and Sovereign States, and
^

declare that the people thereof owe no allegiance or obedi-

ence to George the Third, King of Great-Britain ; and I re-

nounce, refufe^and abjure any allegiance or obedience to him
;

and I do g^/ct/^^*^—" ^ that I will to the utmoft of
my power, fupport, maintain and defend the faid United
States, againft the faid King George the Third, his heirs and
fuccelTors and his or their abettors, afTiftants and adherents,

and will ferve the faid United States in the office of ^ti^t^^
'^.^^^t.ey^^z^ '-^ wdiich I now hold, with iidelity,

according to the beft of my fkill and underftandins^.

Of these, 11,800 were at Valley Forge, which comprehended the sick aiid those who might be called
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Evacuation of Philadelphia by the British. Pursuit by the Americans. The British harassed in New Jersey

Sir Henry Clinton made his preparations for evacuation with so much adroitness, that

Washington was not certified of his destination until he had actually crossed the Delaware.

Suspecting, however, that he would take a land route for New York, the commander-in-

chief had dispatched Maxwell's brigade to co-operate with General Dickinson and the New
Jersey militia in retarding the march of the enemy. It -was a little before dawn on the

morning of the 18th of June, when the British army left the city, and commenced
^^^

crossing the Delaware at Gloucester Point." At ten o'clock the rear-guard landed
;

and toward evening that motley host of British regulars and Loyalists, Hessians, and a

crowd of camp-followers, were encamped around Haddonfield, on the south side of Cooper's

Creek, five miles southeast of Camden.

When intelligence of the evacuation reached Washington, he broke up his encampment

at Valley Forge, and, with almost his whole army, pushed forward in pursuit. General

Arnold, whose wound would not allow him to engage in active service, took possession of

Philadelphia with a small detachment, while the main army marched rapidly toward the

Delaware. The admirable arrangements of the quarter-master general's department, under

the able management of General Greene, enabled the army to move with facility. The

divisions of Greene and Wayne first crossed the Delav»'are at Coryell's Ferry, a short ju„e 20,

distance above the place where Washington passed to the attack of the Hessians at i"^^^-

Trenton eighteen months previously ; and these were followed by the chief and the remain-

der of the army on the two following days. Colonel Morgan was sent with six hundred

men to re-enforce Maxwell. The army halted at Hopewell, within five miles of
j^^^^^

Trenton, and there Washington called another council of war.' The tardy move-

ments of Clinton induced the belief that he was maneuvering to entice the Americans into

a general action. "Will it be advisable to hazard a general engagement ?" was the ques-

tion which the chief proposed to the council. The decision was a negative
;
but it was

recommended to send detachments to harass the enemy on their march. General Lee was

opposed to this measure, and objected to any interference whatever with the enemy. Pur- .

suant to the recommendation of the council, Washington ordered Morgan's corps to gain the

rear of the enemy's right flank. Maxwell's brigade to hang on their left, and Brigadier-gen-

eral Scott,' with about fifteen hundred chosen men, to annoy them on the rear and flanks.

To these were added the New Jersey militia under General Dickinson, and a party of vol-

unteers from Pennsylvania under Cadwallader.

Sir Henry Clinton intended to march from Haddonfield directly to Brunswick, and em-

bark his troops on the Pvaritan River. He moved on slowly, by the way of Mount Holly,"

into action on an emergency. There was a detachment at Wihiiington of 1400 ;
and on the Hudson River

there were 1800. At^a council of war held on the 18th of May, it was thought reasonable to anticipate

that, when all the re-enforcements were brought in, the whole army, fit for duty, would amount to about

20,000 men.
• , , •

1 Gloucester Point i.s on the Jersey side of the Delaware, three miles below Camden and Phdadelphia.

2 A council of war was held on the 17th, the day before the Americans left Valley Forge, and among

other questions proposed was, " If the enemy march through Jersey, will it be prudent to attack them on

the way, or more eligible to proceed to the North River in the most direct and convenient manner, to se-

cure the important communication between the Eastern and Southern States?" Nearly all the officers

were opposed to an attack, on account of the inequality of force, but some thought it should depend on cir-

cumstances. Washington was desirous of attacking the enemy, but was obliged to yield to the force of

circumstances.
3 Charles Scott was a native of Cumberland county, in Virginia. He raised the first company of volun-

teers in that state, south of the James River, that actually entered into

the Continental service. So much was he appreciated, that, in 1777,

the shire-town of Powhatan county was named in honoi- of him. Con-

gress appointed him a brigadier in the Continental army on the 1st of

April, 1777. He served with d'stinction during the war, and at its term-

ination he went to Kentucky. He settled in Woodford county, in that

state, in 1785. He was with St. Clair at his defeat in 1791
;
and in

1794 he commanded a portion of Wavne's army at the battle of the Fallen Timber. He was governor ol

Kentucky from 1808 to 1812. He died on the 22d of October. 1820, aged seventy-four years.

• Mount Holly is the seat of justice for Burlington county. It is situated on the north branch of the Ran
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Extent of the British Line. Waslungton's Determination to Fight. Preparations of both Armies for Battle.

to Crosswicks and Allentown. There being but a single road, his long train of baggage-

wagons and bat-horses, together with his troops, made a line nearly twelve miles in extent.

He was obliged to build bridges and causeways over the streams and marshes, and his prog-

ress, consequently, was very tardy. When at Allentown, perceiving Washington almost

on his front, Clinton changed his course, rather than risk a general action with all his en-

cumbrances. Turning to the right, he took the road leading to Monmouth court-house and
Sandy Hook, with the determination of embarking his troops at the latter place. The Amer-

ican army had now reached Kingston, on the Millstone River. General Lee was
June 25. .

still strongly opposed to any interference with the movements of the enemy, and,

being next in command to Washington, his opinions had considerable weight with the other

officers. Yet six general officers were in favor of continued annoyances by detachments,

and three of them (Greene, La Fayette, and Wayne) declared in favor of a general action.

Washington was at first embarrassed by these divided opinions ; but, relying upon his own
judgment, which was strongly in favor of an engagement, he asked no further advice, but

proceeded to make arrangements for a battle. He immediately ordered a detachment of

one thousand men, under General Wayne, to join the troops nearest the enemy
;
gave Gen-

eral La Fayette the command of all the advanced parties, amounting to almost four thou-

June 2(5. sand men, including the militia,' and moved forward with the main body to Cran-
17/8. berry. The weather was intensely hot, which circumstance, in connection with a

heavy storm that commenced about nine in the morning, made it impossible to resume the

march without injury to the troops.

Early on the morning of the 27th, La Fayette, with the advanced forces, proceeded to

Englishtown, a hamlet about five miles westward of Monmouth court-house. Sir Henry
Clinton was advised of the movements of the Americans, and, properly apprehending an at-

tack upon his flanks and rear, changed the disposition of his line. He placed the baggage

train in front, and his best troops, consisting of the grenadiers, light infantry, and chasseurs

of the line, in the rear. The baggage of the whole army (in which term were included the

bat-horses and wheel-carriages of every department) was placed under the charge of Gen-
eral Knyphausen. With his army thus arranged, Clinton encamped in a strong position

near Monmouth court-house, secured on nearly all sides by woods and marshy grounds. His

line extended, on the right, about a mile and a half beyond the court-house to the parting

of the roads leading to Shrewsbury and Middletown, and on the left, along the road from

Monmouth to Allentown, about three miles.

The alteration in the disposition of his line of march made by Sir Henry Clinton, obliged

Washington to increase the number of his advanced corps, and accordingly he sent Major-

general Lee with two brigades to join La Fayette at Englishtown, and, as senior officer, to

take command of the whole division designed for making the first attack. The main army
marched the same day, and encamped within three miles of Ensflishtown ; Morjran's

June 27.
j r d ? c

corps was left hovering on the British right ; and about seven hundred militia, under

cocus Creek, about nineteen miles from Trenton. During the war, a Whio-, named William Denning, who
afterward resided in Mount Holly, constructed a wrought-iron cannon. It was made of iron staves, hooped
like a barrel with the same material. There were four layers of staves, firmly bound together, and then bored
and breeched like other cannons. He finished one in Middlesex, Pennsylvania, and began another in Mount
Holly. The former was captured at the battle of Brandywine, and is now in the Tower of London ; the

latter was placed in the Philadelphia arsenal. Denning died a few years since, at the age of ninety-four.
' This force properly fell under the command of General Lee. As he was totally opposed to the move-

ment, it placed him in an unpleasant situation. This embarrassment was mentioned to Washino-ton by La
Fayette, who offered to take command of that division. Washington agreed to give it to La Fayette, if

General Lee would consent to the arrangement. That officer readily consented, and La Fayette was placed

in command. Lee afterward chan<red his mind, and applied to Washington to be reinstated. He could

not, with justice or propriety, recall the orders given to La Fayette
;
and the commander-in-chief endeavored

to preserve harmony by giving Lee the command of two brigades, with orders to join the advanced detach-
metils, when, of course, his rank would entitle him to the command of the whole. He ordered Lee to give

La Fayette notice of his approach, and to offer him all the assistance in his power for prosecuting any en-

terprise he might have already undertaken. Washington wrote, also, to La Fayette, explaining the dilem-

ma, and counting upon his cheerful acquiescence.
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British Camp near Monmouth Courthouse. Their Movement^oward Sandy Hook. Lee ordered to attack the British.

Dickinson, menaced their left. Washington foresaw the increased strength the enemy would

gain by reaching the heights of Middletown, which were about three miles in advance. To

prevent them obtaining tliat advantage, he determined to attack their rear the moment they

should attempt to move. For this purpose he ordered General Lee to make the necessary

disposition, and to keep his troops in readiness to move at the shortest notice. Sir Henry

Clinton, perceiving that an immediate action was inevitable, made preparations accordingly.

The night of the 27th was one of great anxiety to both parties.

The 28th of June, 1778, a day memorable in the annals of the Revolution, was the

Christian Sabbath. The sky was cloudless over the plains of Monmouth when the morn-

ing dawned, and the sun came up with all the fervor of the summer solstice. It was the

sultriest day of the year ; not a zephyr moved the leaves ;
nature smiled in her beautiful

garments of flowers and foliage, and the birds carolled with delight, in the fullness of love

and harmony. Man alone was the discordant note in the universal melody. He alone,

the proud " lord of creation," claiming for his race the sole mundane possession of the Di-

vine image, disturbed the chaste worship of the hour, which ascended audibly from the

groves, the streams, the meadows, and the woodlands. On that calm Sabbath mornmg, in

the midst of paradisal beauty, twenty thousand men girded on the implements of hellish war

to maim and destroy each other—to sully the green grass and fragrant flowers with human

blood !

At about one o'clock in the morning, Lee sent an order to General Dickinson to
j^^^^g

detach several hundred men as near the British lines as possible, as a corps of ob-

servation. Colonel Morgan was also directed to approach near enough to attack them on

their first movement. Orders were likewise given to the other divisions of the advanced

forces to make immediate preparations to march ; arid, before daylight, Colonel Grayson,'

with his regiment, leading the brigades of Scott and Varnum, was in the saddle, and moving

slowly in the direction of Monmouth court-house.

General Knyphausen, with the first division of the British troops, among which was the

chief body of the Hessians, and the Pennsylvania and Maryland Loyalists, moved forward

at daybreak. Sir Henry Clinton, with the other division, consisting of the floM^er of his

army,- did not follow until eight o'clock. Dickinson observed the earliest movement, and

sent an express to Lee, and to the commander-in-chief, the moment Knyphausen began his

march. Washington immediately put the army in motion, and sent orders to General Lee

to press forward and attack the enemy, unless there should be very powerful reasons to the

contrary. This discretionary clause in the orders eventuated in trouble. Lee advanced

immediately with the brigades of Wayne and Maxwell,' and sent an order to Grayson to

press forward and attack the pickets of the enemy as speedily as possible, while he himself

pushed forward to overtake and support him. Grayson, with the two brigades, had passed

the Freehold meeting-house, two miles and a half from Monmouth, when he received the

order. Lee's aid, who bore it, gave it as his opinion that he had better halt, for he had

learned on the way that the main body of the British were moving to attack the Ameri-

cans. This information was erroneous, but it caused Grayson to tarry. General Dickm-

son, who was posted on a height on the eastern side of a morass, near s in the plan, received

the same intelligence, and communicated it to Lee, through the aid, on his return. Lee

conformed to the reports, and, after posting two regiments of militia upon a hill southeast

1 William Grayson was a native of Prince William county, in Virginia. He was appointed one of the

commissioners to treat with Sir William Howe respecting prisoners, while the army was at Valley Forge.

In the battle of Monmouth he commanded a regiment in the advanced corps, and bejiaved with valor.
^
At

the close of the war he returned to his native state, and was elected a representative m Congress in 1/84.

In 1788 he was a member of the Viririnia Convention, called for the purpose ol considering the Constitu-

tion of the United States. With Patrick Henry he opposed the ratification of that instrument. He was

appointed one of the first senators from Virginia in 1789, with Richard Henry Lee. He died at Dumiries,

while on his way to Congress, on the 12th of March, 1790.

2 It was composed of the thirty-fourth and fifth bri-ades of British, two battalions of British grenadiers, the

Hessian .grenadiers, a battalion of light infantry, the Guards, and the sixteenth regiment ol light dragoons.
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Approach of the American advanced Corps. Conflicting Intelligence. Preparation for Battle. Plan of the Action.

of the meeting-house, to secure a particular road, he pushed forward, with his staff, across

the morass, at a narrow causeway near the parsonage (^indicated by an oblong upon the

''\:>^J»'J>^4n>»»'»*'*

SAa \ f ''^M M All ,-'' =™ t\ 'yi^'-^'^'^w,

C «is ftW*

Plan of the Battle op Monmouth, i

stream toward the left of the plaiji), and joined Dickinson upon the height.

fi There conflicting intelligence was brought to him. At one moment it

' was asserted that the enemy had moved off with precipitation, leaving

only a covering party behind ; at another, that the whole army was filing off to the right

and left to attack the Americans. While he was endeavoring to obtain reliable informa-

tion on which to predicate orders, La Fayette arrived at the head of the main body of the

advanced corps.

Having satisfied himself that no important force of the enemy was upon either flank, Lee

determined to march on. His whole command now amounted to about four thousand troops,

exclusive of Morgan's corps and the Jersey militia. The broken country was heavily wooded

to the verge of the plain of Monmouth. Under cover of the forest, Lee pressed forward

until near the open fields, when he formed a portion of his line for action, and, with Wayne
and others, rode forward to reconnoiter. From observations and intelligence, he concluded

that the column of the British army which he saw deploying on the left were only a cov-

ering party of about two thousand men ; and entertaining hopes that he might succeed in

cutting them off from the main army, he maneuvered accordingly. Wayne was detached,

with seven hundred men and two pieces of artillery, to attack the covering party in the rear
;

not, however, with sufficient vigor to cause them to retreat to the main body. Meanwhile

Lee, with a stronger force, endeavored, by a short road leading to the left, to gain the front

of the party. Small detachments were concealed in the woods, at difi'erent points on the

enemy's flanks, to annoy them.

At about nine o'clock in the morning, just as Wayne was prepared to make a descent

upon the enemy, a party of American light horse, advancing on the right, observed the

Queen's Dragoons upon an eminence in the edge of a wood, parading as if they intended to

' Explanation of the Plan.—a a, position occupied by the British army the night before the battle.

6, British detachment moving toward Monmouth, c c, British batteries, d d, Colonel Oswald's American

batteries, e, American troops formed near the court-house, f, first position taken by General Lee in his

retreat, g, attack of a party of the British in the woods. /; h, positions taken by General Lee. i, a Brit-

ish detachment, k, last position of the retreating troops on the west side of the marsh, m, army formed

by General Wa.shington after he met Lee retreating, n, British detachment, o, American battery, p,

place of the principal action near the parsonage, r, first position of the British after the action, s, second

position, t, place where the British passed the night after the battle. 1. the spot where Washington met

Lee retreating. 2, a hedgerow. 3, the Freehold meeting-house, yet standing. A, Maxwell's brigade

;

B, Wayne's ; C, Varnum's ; D, Scott's. E and F, Jackson's and Grayson's regiments. G, Carr's house.

H, I, and J, the brigades of Maxwell and Scott, with the regiments of Grayson and Jackson, marching to

the attack. K and L, Greene and Varnum. M, Lord Stirling. N, La Fayette ; and 0, Greene, with

Washington. Lee's march toward Monmouth court-house, the present village of Freehold, was north of

the old road to Englishtowm. The present road from Freehold to the meeting-house varies from the old

one in some places, and is very nearly on a line with Lee's retreat.



OF THE REVOLUTION. 357

The British attacked by Wayne. Oswald's Artillery. Wayne checked by Lee. Strange Conduct of Lee.

make an attack. Lee ordered his light horse to allow the dragoons to approach as near as

could be done with safety, and then to retreat to where Wayne was posted, and let him re-

ceive them. The maneuver was partially successful ; the dragoons followed the retreating

light horse, until fired upon by a party under Colonel Butler, ambushed in the edge of a

wood, when they wheeled, and galloped off toward the main column. Wayne ordered Col-

onel Oswald to bring ^ft two pieces of artillery to bear upon them, and then pushed forward

himself, with his whole force, to charge the enemy with bayonets.' Colonel OsM'aW crossed

a morass, planted his guns on a small eminence (f/), and opened a cannonade at the same

time. Wayne was prosecuting his attack with vigor, and with every prospect of full suc-

cess, when he received an order from Lee to make only a feigned attack, and not push on

too precipitately, as that would subvert his plan of cutting off the covering party. Wayne

was disappointed, chagrined, irritated ; he felt that his commander had plucked the palm

of sure victory from his hand ; but, like a true soldier, he instantly obeyed, and withheld

his troops, hoping that Lee would himself recover what his untimely order had lost. In

this, too, the brave Wayne was disappointed ; for only a portion of the troops on the right,

under Lee, issued out of the wood in small detachments, about a mile below the court-

house, and within cannon-shot of the royal forces. At that instant Sir Henry Clinton was

informed that the Americans were marching in force on both his flanks, with the evident

design of capturing his baggage, then making a line of several miles in the direction of Mid-

dletown. To avert the blow, he changed the front of his army by facing about, and pre-

pared to attack Wayne with so much vigor, that the Americans on his flanks would be

obliged to fly to the succor of that officer. This movement was speedily made by Clinton,

and a large body of cavalry soon approached cautiously toward the right of Lee's troops.

La Fayette perceiving this, and beheving it to be a good opportunity to gain the rear of the

division of the enemy marching against them, rode quickly up to Lee, and asked permission

to make the attempt. " Sir," replied Lee, " you do not know British soldiers ; we can not

stand against them ; we shall certainly be driven back at first, and we must be cautious."

La Fayette replied, " It may be so, general ; but British soldiers have been beaten, and

they may be again ; at any rate, I am disposed to make the trial. "^ Lee so far complied

^ This first attack occurred in the vicinity of Brier Hill, about three fourths of a mile east of the court-

house.
2 Eleazer Oswakl was a native of Massachusetts, and was among the earliest of the active patriots of the

Revolution. He exhibited great bravery at the siesie of Quebec, at the close of 1775, where he commanded

the forlorn hope after Arnold was wounded. In 1777 he was commissioned a lieutenant colonel in Lamb's

regiment of artillery, and soon afterward distinsuished himself, with Arnold, at Compo, at the head of re-

cruits i-aised in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. He was with Putnam when Forts Clinton and Mont-

gomery were taken in 1777, and anxiously entreated his general to allow him to

go to the relief of the forts, where his friend Lamb commanded the artillery. For
/''''V^^--, /i

his bravery at the battle of Monmouth, he was highly commended by Generals /^-<^ j2^^ ^^z /r/
Knox and Lee. Being outranked soon after this engagement, he .resigned his ^<~y~^i/ci/t4.-'^^C(^

commission and left the service. He entered into the printing and publishing

business at Philadelphia, was appointed public printer, and was a resident there at the time of Arnold's de-

fection. Upon constitutional questions he was an opponent of General Hamilton, and in 1789 challenged

that gentleman to fight a duel. Their friends adjusted the matter, and the meeting was prevented. In

1793, being in England on business, he went to the Continent, joined the French army, commanded a regi-

ment of artillery, and was at the battle of Mons, oy Jemappe. He fell a, victim to the yellow fever which

desolated New York in 1795, and was buried in St. Paul's church-yard on the 2d of October of that year.

—See Leake's £(/e and Times of General Lamb.
^ The conduct of Lee throughout the day was very stxange, and gives a coloring of truth to the conjec-

ture that the thorn of envy was still rankling in his bosom, and that he preferred seeing the Americans dis-

graced by a defeat, rather than Washington honored by a victory. La Fayette, who had watched with

the eye of ardent affection the progress and termination of the conspiracy against Washington a few months

previously, in which the name of Lee was prominent as his proposed successor, was properly suspicious.

Soon after his application to Lee for permission to attempt to gain the enemy's rear, one of Washington's

aids arrived for information ; and La Fayette took the occasion to inform his excellency, through the aid,

that his presence upon the ground was of the utmost importance. He felt convinced that Lee's movements

^'ere governed either by cowardice or treachery, and he was anxious to have Washington controlling he

movements of the day.
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Lee's Ordera misunderstood. Retreat of two Brigades. A general Retreat ordered by Lee. General Maxwell.

as to order the marquis to wheel his coluniti by his right, and gain and attack the enemy's

left. At the same time, he weakened Wayne's detachment on the left, by ordering the

regiments of Wesson, Stewart, and Living-

ston to the support of the right. He then

rode toward Oswald's battery to reconnoiter. t^^ /l^yi^'t i> f /Y//X
At that moment, to his great astonishment, ^y^y ^^^^^^l/y '^^^l/C^^^l^.^
as he said, Lee saw a large portion of the ^-^ ^^
British army marching back on the Middle-

town road toward the court-house. Apparently disconcerted, he immediately ordered his

right to fall back. The brigades of Scott and Maxwell,' on the left, were already moving

forward and approaching the right of the royal forces, who were pressing steadily on in solid

phalanx toward the position occupied by Lee, with the apparent design of gaining Wayne's

rear and attacking the American right at the same moment. General Scott had left the

wood, crossed a morass, and was forming for action on the plain, and Maxwell was prepar-

ing to do the same, when Lee ordered the former to re-enter the wood, arrange his column

there, and wait for further directions. Perceiving the retrograde movement on the right,

and perhaps mistaking the spirit of Lee's order, Scott recrossed the morass, and retreated

through the woods toward the Freehold meeting-house, followed by Maxwell. As soon as

intelligence of this movement reached Lee, he sent an order to La Fayette to fall back to

the court-house. The marquis obeyed, but with reluctance. As he approached the court-

house, he learned, with surprise and deep mortification, that a general retreat had begun on

the right, under the immediate command of Lee, and he was obliged to follow. The Brit-

ish pursued them as far as the court-house, where they halted, while the Americans pressed

onward across the morass above Carr's house (G) to the broken eminences called the heights

of Freehold, where they also halted. The heat was intense, and both parties suffered ter-

ribly from thirst and fatigue. In many places they sunk ankle-deep in the loose, sandy soil.

Their rest was of short duration. The royal troops pressed forward ; and Lee, instead of

making a bold stand in his advantageous position, resumed his retreat toward the Freehold

meeting-house. A panic seized the Republican troops, and over the broken country they

fled precipitately and in great confusion, a large portion of them pressing toward the cause-

way over a broad morass," where many perished ; 'while others, overpowered by the heat,

fell upon the earth, and were trampled to death in the sand by those pressing on behind

them. In the first retreat, a desultory cannonade had been kept up by both parties ; but

now nothing was heard but a few musket-shots and the loud shouts of the pursuing enemy.

While these maneuvers in the vicinity of Monmouth court-house were occurring, Wash-
ington, with the reserve, was pressing forward to the support of Lee. When the latter

^ William Maxwell was a native of New Jersey. He joined the army at the commencement of the war.

In 1776 he was appointed colonel, and raised a battalion of infantry in New Jersey. He was with General

Schuyler on Lake Champlain, and in October, 1776, was appointed a brigadier in the Continental army.

After the battle at Trenton, he was engaged in harassing the en-

emy
;
and during the winter and spring of 1777 was stationed near

^ the enemy's lines at Elizabethtown. In the autumn of that year
^^^ /J/J ^T he was engaged in the battles at the Brandywine and German-

^Z'4^y?^J^^^'^^ town, and during the succeeding winter he was with the sufTering

army at Valley Forge. He was active in pursuit of Clinton across

New Jersey the following summer, and sustained an important

part in the battle at Monmouth. After that engagement, he was

left, with Mororan, to annoy the enemy's rear in their retreat toward Sand}^ Hook. He w'as again near

Elizabethtown during the winter and spring of 1780, and in June was engaged in the action at Spring-

field. In AufTust he resigned his commission and quitted the service. He was highly esteemed by Wash-

ington, who, on transmitting his resignation to Congress, said, after speaking of his merits as an officer,

"i believe him to be an honest man, a warm friend to his country, and firmly attached to its interests."

^ This causeway, alluded to before, was near the parsonage, which is still standing, though greatly de-

caved, and known as " Tennent's House." The morass, which was then a deep quagmire, and thickly

covered with bushes, is now mostly fine meadow land, coursed by a clear streamlet, spanned by a small

brid"-e where the highway between Freehold and Englishtown, by way of the meeting-house, crosses.
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Forward Movement of the Division under Washington. Meeting of Washington and Lee. Harsh Words between them.

Freehold Meeting-house.'

made the discovery that a large covering party was In the rear of the royal army, and formed

his plan to cut them off', he sent a messenger to the commander-in-chief, assuring him that

success must follow. On the reception of this intelligence, Washington ordered the right

wing, under General Greene, to march to

the right, " by the new church," or Free-

hold meeting-house, to prevent the turning

of that flank by the enemy, and to " fall

into the Monmouth road a small distance

in the rear of the court-house," while he

prepared to follow, with the left wing, di-

rectly in Lee's rear, to support him. To

facilitate the march of the men, and to

contribute to their comfort on that sultry

morning, they were ordered to disencum-

ber themselves of their packs and blankets.

Many laid aside their coats, and, thus re-

lieved, prepared for battle.

While the chief was making this dispo-

sition near the Freehold meeting-house, a countryman, mounted on a fleet horse, came in

hot haste from the direction of the contending forces. He brought the astounding intelli-

gence that the Continental troops were retreating, with the enemy in close pursuit. The

commander-in-chief could not credit the report, for he had heard only a few cannon-peals in

the direction of the court-house, and he did not conceive it possible that Lee would retreat

without first giving battle. He spurred forward, and, when about halfway between the

meeting-house and the morass, he met the head of the first retreating column. He was

greatly alarmed on finding the advanced corps falling back upon the main army without

notice, thereby endangering the order of the whole. Giving a hasty order to the commander

of the first retreating division to halt upon an eminence, Washington, with his stafi^ pushed

across the causeway to the rear of the flying column, where he met Lee (1) at the head of

the second division of the retreating forces. The commander-in-chief was fearfully aroused

by the conduct of that officer, and, as he rode up to Lee, he exclaimed, in words of bitter

anger and tone of withering rebuke, " Sir, I desire to know what is the reason, and whence

arises this disorder and confusion !" Stung, not so much by these tcords as by the 7nanner

of Washington, Lee retorted harshly, and a few angry words passed between them. It was

no time to dispute, for the enemy was within fifteen minutes' march of them. Wheeling

his horse, Washington hastened to Pwamsay and Stewart, in the rear, rallied a large portion

of their regiments, and ordered Oswald, with his two pieces of cannon, to take post upon an

' This view is from the green, outside of the chnrch-yard, near the school-house. The church is situated

a short distance from the road leading from Freehold to Englishtown, and about midway between tho.se

places. It was erected in 1752, on the site of a former one, which was much smaller ; hence it was called

the new church* It is of wood, shingled, and painted white ; at present a very dingy color. For a cen-

tury and a half, God has been worshiped on that spot. There Whitefield, Brainerd, the Tennents, and

WoodhuU preached and prayed. It has been asserted that bullet-marks, made during the battle in 1778,

are visible upon the church. Such is not the fact, for it is a mile and a half distant from the parsonage,

where the hottest of the battle occurred. At the church, and upon its roof and steeple, many were gath-

ered in anxious suspense to witness the battle. A spent cannon-ball came bounding toward the church

during the action, struck a man who sat upon a small grave-stone, and so wounded him that he died within

an ho'ur. He was carried into the church, and placed in the first pew on the right of the middle door,

where he expired. Traces of his blood were upon the floor for nearly fifty years. The stone on which he

sat is still there, not far from the grave of Colonel Monkton. Its top was broken by the ball, and for more

than seventy years the fracture was left untouched. Lately some vandal hand has breken a '-relic" from

it, and quite destroyed the moss-covered wound it first received. The obelisk seen on the right of the pic-

ture is over the grave of the Reverend Robert Roy. The other ornamental monument is over that of the

Reverend Mr. Woodhull.

See Washington's letter to tlie presidpnt of Congress, July 1, 1778.
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The pursuing Britons checked. Courage and Skill of Washington. Lee's Conduct, Trial, and Sentence.

eminence. By a well-directed fire fronti his battery, Oswald checked the pursuing enemy.

The presence of the chief inspired the fugitives with courage, and within ten minutes after

he appeared, the retreat was suspended, the troops rallied, and soon order appeared in the

midst of the utmost confusion. Stewart and Ramsay formed under cover of a wood, and

co-operated with Oswald in keeping the enemy at bay. While the British grenadiers were

pouring their destructive volleys upon the broken ranks of the Americans, the voice of Wash-
ington seemed omnipotent with the inspiration of courage ; it was a voice of faith to the de-

spairing soldiers. Fearlessly he rode in the face of the iron storm, and gave his orders.

The whole patriot army, which, half an hour before, seemed on the verge of destruction,

panic-stricken and without order, was now drawn up in battle array, and prepared to meet

the enemy with a bold and well-arranged front. This efiected, Washington rode back to

Lee, and, pointing to the rallied troops, said, " Will you, sir, command in that place ?" " I

will," eagerly exclaimed Lee. " Then," said Washington, "I expect you to check the en-

emy immediately." " Your command shall be obeyed," replied Lee ;
" and I will not be

the first to leave the field."'

Back to the main army Washington now hurried, and with wondrous expedition formed

their confused ranks into battle order on the eminences on the vi'estern side of the morass.

Lord Stirling was placed in command of the left wing ; while General Greene, on receiving

intelligence of Lee's retreat, had marched back, and now took an advantageous position on

the right of Stirling.

General Lee displayed all his skill and courage in obedience to the chief's order to "check

the enemy." A warm cannonade had commenced between the American and British artil-

lery on the right of Stewart and Ramsay when Washington recrossed the morass to form

the main army, while the royal light horse charged furiously upon the right of Lee's divi-

sion. At that moment Hamilton rode up to Lee, and exclaimed, "I will stay with you,

my dear general, and die with you. Let us all die rather than retreat." But the enemy
pressed so closely upon them with an overwhelming force, that the Americans were obliged

^ It was evident that after the first vent of his indifrnation on seeing Lee making a shameful retreat be-

fore the enemy, Washington was willing to overlook the act, and forget and forgive Lee's harsh words spo-

ken in anger. Had the latter been actuated by the same noble and generous spirit, all would have been

well. But the rebuke of the commander-in-chief struck deep into his pride, and he could not rest satisfied

with the retort he had given to his general. On the day after the battle he wrote a letter to Washington,

in which he demanded an apology, or its equivalent, for his remarks on the battle-field. Washington re-

plied that he conceived his letter to be expressed in terms highly improper, and asserted his conviction that

the words which he used when he met him retreating were warranted by the circumstances. He charged
Lee with a breach of orders, and misbehavior before the enemy, in not attacking them, and in making an
" unnecessary, disorderly, and shameful retreat.'- Lee wrote an insulting reply. " You can not afford

me," he said, "greater pleasure than in giving mo the opportunity of showing to America the sufficiency

of her respective servants. I trust that temporary power of office, and the tinsel dignity attending it, will

not be able, by all the mists they can raise, to obfuscate the bright rays of truth." In a second letter, dated

the 30th of June (two days after the battle), Lee demanded a court of inquiry immediately, accompanying
that demand with offensive remarks. Washington immediately sent Colonel Scammel, the adjutant gen-

eral, to put Lee under arrest, on the following charges :

" First : Disobedience of orders in not attacking the enemy on the 28th of June, agreeably to repeated

instnictions.

"Secondly : Misbehavior before the enemy on the same day, by making an unnecessary, disorderly, and

shameful retreat.

"Thirdly: Disrespect to the commander-in-chief, in two letters, dated the 1st of Jiily and the 28th of

June."*

The court martial was convened on the 4lh of Jul)', at Brunswick, consisting of one major general (Lord

Stirling, who was president), four brigadiers, and eight colonels. The court sat from time to time, until

the 12rh of August, when they declared their opinion that General Lee was guilty of all the charges, and

sentenced him to be suspended from any command in the armies of the United States for the term of twelve

months. The testimony on the trial exhibits a minute detail of the operations in the battle of Monmouth.
Congress approved the sentence of the court martial on the 5th of December, by a vote of thirteen in the

affirmative and seven in the negative, and ordered the proceedings to be published.—See Sparks's Wash-
ington, v., 552 ; Journals of Congress, iv., 501.

* These were both erroneously dated. Lee's letters were written on the 29th and 30th of June.
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The fiercest of the Battle. Picture by Mr. Cuetie. Captain Molly.

to give way. As they emerged from the woods, the belligerents seemed completely inter

mingled.

The enemy next attacked Livingston's regiment and Varnum's brigade, which lined a

r"

The Field of Monmouth.i
From a Painting by George Washington Parke Cuslis, Esq.

hedgerow [2] that stretched across the open field in front of the causeway over the morass

Here the conflict raged severely for some time. Some American artillery took post on an

eminence in rear of the fence, and played with power ;^ but the British cavalry, and a large

^ This outline sketch is from a copy of the picture at Arlington House (the seat of Mr. Custis), which I

made, by permission, in November, 1850. As it exhibits none of the horrid scenes of slaunfhter which gen-
erally characterize battle-pieces, I have not hesitated to introduce it, for the purpose of giving a specimen
of pictorial composition upon an interesting historical subject from the pencil of the adopted son, and the
only surviving executor of the will of the great Washington. The engraving was executed by Dr. Alex-
ander Anderson, the pioneer wood-engraver in America, at the age of seventy-seven years. Both painter

and engraver have passed several years beyond the age allotted to man. Since I made this copy, Mr. Cus-
tis has completed two other historical pictures

—

Gcrmantown and Trcnto7t ; and it is his intention, if his

life shall be spared, to thus perpetuate on canvas the memory of all of the battles in which his illustrious

foster-father was engaged.

In the picture here given, the chief is seen most prominently on his white charger, with his general offi-

cers. Washington and Greene are in front ; Knox on the right, upon the most prominent horse ; and be-
hind them are Hamilton, Cadwallader, &c. On the left is seen the group of artillery, with "Captain Molly"
at the gun. In the distance is seen a portion of the British army, and Colonel Monckton falling from his

horse. On the risrht, in the foreground, lying by a cannon, is Dickinson, of Virginia ; and on the left, by
a drum, Bonner, of Pennsylvania. In the center is a wounded rifleman.

'^ It was during this part of the action that Molly, the wife of a cannonier, is said to have displayed great
courage and presence of mind. We have already noticed her bravery in firing the last gun at Fort Clin-
ton. (See page 164.) She was a sturdy youno; camp-follower, only twenty-two years old, and, in devotion
to her husband, she illustrated the character of her countrywomen of the Emerald Isle. In the action in

question, while her husband was managing one of the field-pieces, she constantly brought him water from
a spring near by. A shot from the enemy killed him at his post ; and the officer in command, having no
one competent to fill his place, ordered the piece to be withdrawn. Molly saw her husband fall as she
came from the spring, and also heard the order. She dropped her bucket, seized the rammer, and vowed
that she would fill the place of her husband at the gun, and avenge his death. She performed the duty with
a .skill and courage which attracted the attention of all who saw her. On the following morning, covered
with dirt and blood, General Greene presented her to Washington, who, admiring her bravery, conferred

II.
. A A
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Gallant Conduct of Lee. Forming of the second Line. View of the Battle-ground.

body of infantry, skillful in the use of the bayonet, charging simultaneously upon the Amer-

icans, broke their ranks. Lee immediately ordered Varnum and Livingston, together with

the artillery, to retreat across the morass, while Colonel Ogden, with his men drawn up in

a wood near the causeway, gallantly covered the whole as they crossed. Lee was the last

to leave the field, and brought off Ogden's corps, the rear of the retreating troops, in admi-

rable order. Instantly forming them in line upon the slope on the western side of the mo-

rass, he rode to Washington, and said, " Sir, here are my troops ; how is it your pleasure

that I should dispose of them ?" The poor fellows had thus far borne the whole brunt of

the battles and retreats of the day ; Washington, therefore, ordered him to arrange them

in the rear of Englishtown, while he prepared to engage the enemy himself with the fresh

troops of the second and main division of the army.

The action now became general. The second line of the main army was speedily formed

in the wood which covered the eminence on the western side of the morass ; the left com-

manded by Lord Stirling, the right by General Greene, and the center by Washington him-

self. Wayne, with an advanced corps, was stationed upon an eminence, in an orchard, a

few rods south of the parsonage, while a park of artillery was

placed in battery on Comb's Hill, beyond a marsh, on his right.

This battery commanded the height on which the enemy was

stationed, and did great service. The British, finding them-

selves warmly opposed in front, attempted to turn the Ameri-

can left flank, but were repulsed. They also moved toward the American right, but, being

enfiladed by a severe cannonade from a battery under Knox, upon a commanding piece of

ground occupied by General Greene, they fell back. Wayne, in the mean time, kept up a

upon her the commission of sergeant. By his recommendation, her name was placed upon the list of half-

pay officers for life. She left the army soon after the battle of Monmouth, and, as we have before observed,

died near Fort Montgomery, among the Hudson Highlands. She usually went by the name of Captain

Molly. The venerable widow of General Hamilton, yet living (1852), told me she had often seen Captain

Molly. She described her as a stout, red-haired, freckled-face young Irish woman, with a handsome, pierc-

ino- eye. The French officers, charmed by the story of her bravery, made her many presents. She would

sometimes pass along the French lines with her cocked hat, and get it almost filled with crowns.

' This view is from the orchard, upon the site of Wayne's position when Monckton fell. The old house

on the left is the ancient parsonage, occupied, at the time of the battle, by a man named Freeman. Beyond

the house extendinor right and left, is the place of the morass, now fine meadow land, with a clear stream

runnino- throutrh it ; and in the extreme distance are seen the slopes and elevations whereon the second di-

vision of the American army, under Washington, was drawn up. Upon the rising ground on the extreme

ri<Tht the British grenadiers were stationed ;
and the two figures in the open field, about fifty yards distant

from our point of view, denote the spot where Monckton was killed.
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Advance of Grenadiers under Monckton. Death of Monckton. Close of the Day and the Battle

brisk fire upon the British center from his position in the orchard, and repeatedly repulsed

the royal grenadiers, who several times crossed the hedgerow (2) and advanced upon him.

Colonel Monckton, their commander, perceiving that success depended upon driving Wayne
from his position, harangued his men,' and, forming them in solid column, advanced to the

chargd with all the regularity of a corps on parade.' Wayne's troops were partially shel-

tered by a barn, situated very near the one now standing a few rods from the parsonage.

He ordered them to reserve their fire until the enemy should approach very near, and then,

with sure aim, pick out the officers. Silently the British advanced until within a few rods

of the Americans, when Monckton, waving his sword, with a shout, ordered his grenadiers

to the charge. At the same moment Wayne gave a signal ; a terrible volley poured de-

struction upon the assailants, and almost every British officer fell. Among them was their

brave leader, Colonel Monckton.^ Over his body the warriors fought desperately, hand to

hand, until the Americans secured it, and carried it to their rear. Hotly the conflict raged,

not only at the center of the enemy's line, but at various other points. Wayne finally re-

pulsed the grenadiers ; and the whole British army soon gave way, and fell back to the

heights (^) above Carr's house (3), occupied by General Lee in the morning. It was a

strong position, flanked by thick woods and morasses, with only a narrow way of approach

on their front.

It was now almost sunset, yet Washington resolved to follow up his advantage, and at-

tack them in their new and strong position. For that purpose, he ordered General Poor,

with his own and the Carolina brigade, to move round to their right ; General Woodford^

to gain their left, and the artillery to gall them in front. There were so many impediments,

owing to the broken character of the ground, that twilight came on before a proper disposi-

tion for battle could be made, and the attack was postponed until morning. The army re-

posed that night upon their arms upon the battle-field, ready to spring upon their prey at

the first gleam of light. Wrapped in his cloak, the chief, overpowered with fatigue, slum-

bered, with his suite, beneath a broad oak, around which many of the slain slept their last

sleep. He felt certain of victory when his troops, refreshed, should rise to battle ; but the

' The belligerents were separated by only a few rods in distance, and that an open field

near the parsonage, and those with Wayne, at the barn, and in the or-

chard, distinctly heard the voice of Monckton when haranguing his

men.
^ It is said that the grenadiers marched with so much precision, that

a ball from Comb's Hill, enfilading a platoon, disarmed every man.
^ Colonel Monckton was a gallant officer. He was a lieutenant col-

onel in the battle of Long Island, when he was shot through the body,

but recovered. He was interred, on the day after the battle of Mon-
mouth, in the burial-ground of the Freehold meeting-house, about six

feet from the west end of the building, upon a stone of which his name
is rudely cut. The only monument that marks the grave of that gal-

lant officer is a plain board, painted red, on which is drawn, in black

letters, the inscription seen in the picture. This board was prepared

and set up a few years ago by a worthy Scotch schoolmaster, named
Wilson, who taught the young people in the school-house upon the green,

near the old meeting-house.
* William Woodford was a native of Caroline county, in Virginia.

He early distinguished himself in the French and Indian wars. When
the. Virginia troops assembled at Williamsburg in 1775, in consequence
of the hostile attitude assumed by Lord Dunmore, Woodford was ap-

pointed colonel of the second regiment. Patrick Henry was colonel of

the first reofiment

The patriots

HilClJAQET,

CoL.'MonktOTi.

KILLEDsaJuNE

ms.
W.RW.i

vN^Ufe

In the battle at Great Bridge, on

the Elizabeth River, in December, 1775, he was dis-

y. Congress promoted him

him in command of the first

as in the battles of Brandy-

wine (in which he was wounded) and Monmouth, and

was made a prisoner at Charleston, in South Carolina, during the siege in 1780. He was taken to New
York by the British, where he died on the 13th of November of that year, in the forty-sixth year of his age.

;! Vv (^] y '•"^ Ji.Jizai3etn Kiver, m u

CiC<!^^/^^'^'~ >i ^//7^/L'^'^^C- t'lffuished for his braverj

y/Z/'^/C^/r^-'^^ ^° brigadier, and placed 1

/ / ~^ __-/c__^ - Virginia brigade. He wi
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Retreat of Sir Henry Clinton. Character of the Monmouth Battle. Clinton's Official Dispatch criticised. The Loss.

morning light brought disappointment. At midnight, under cover of darkness,' Sir Henry
Clinton put his weary host in motion. With silent steps, column after column left the camp
and hurried toward Sandy Hook. So secret was the movement, and so deep the sleep of

the patriots, that the troops of Poor, lying close by the enemy, were ignorant of their de-

parture, until, at dawn, they saw the deserted camp of the enemy. They had been gone

more than three hours. Washington, considering the distance they had gained, the fatigue

of his men, the extreme heat of the weather, and the deep, sandy country, with but little

water, deemed pursuit fruitless, and Sir Henry Clinton escaped. Washington marched
with his army to Brunswick, and thence to the Hudson River, which he crossed at King's

Ferry, and encamped near White Plains, in West Chester county. The Jersey brigade

and Morgan's corps were left to hover on the enemy's rear, but they performed no essential

service. The British army reached Sandy Hook on the 30th, where Lord Howe's
fleet, having come round from the Delaware, was in readiness to convey them to

New York.

2

The battle of Monmouth was one of the most severely contested during the war. Re-
markable skill and bravery were displayed on both sides, after the shameful retreat of Lee

;

and the events of the day were highly creditable to the military genius of both command-
ers. Victory for the Americans was twice denied them during the day, first by the retreat

of Lee in the morning, and, secondly, by the unaccountable detention of Morgan and his

brave riflemen at a distance from the field. For hours the latter was at Richmond Mills,

three miles below Monrnouth court-house, awaiting orders, in an agony of desire to engage

in the battle, for he was within sound of its fearful tumult. To and fro he strode, uncer-

tain what course to pursue, and, like a hound in the leash, panting to be away to action.

Why he was not allowed to participate in the conflict, we have no means of determining.

It appears probable that, had he fallen upon the British rear, with his fresh troops, at the

close of the day. Sir Henry Clinton and his army might have shared the fate of the British

at Saratoga.

The hottest of the couflii^t occurred near the spot where Monckton fell. Very few of the

Americans were killed on the west side of the morass, but many were slain in the field with

Monckton, and lay among the slaughtered grenadiers of the enemy. The Americans lost, in

killed, six oflicers, and sixty-one non-commissioned officers and privates. The wounded were
twenty-four officers, and one hundred and thirty-six non-commissioned oflicers and privates,

in all two hundred and twenty-eight. The missing amounted to one hundred and thirty
;

but many of them, having dropped down through fatigue, soon joined the army.^ Among

' Sir Henry Clinton, in his official di-spatch to Lord George Germaine, wrote, " Having reposed the troops

until ten at night to avoid the excessive heat of the day, / look advantage of the moonlight to rejoin General
Knyphauscn, who had advanced to Nut Swamp, near Middletown." This assertion was the cause of much
merriment in America, for it was known that the event took place about the time of new moon. Poor
Wilfs Almanac^ printed at Philadelphia by Joseph Cruikshank, indicates the occurrence of the new moon
on the 24th of June, and that on the night of the battle being only four days old, it set at fifty-five minutes
pa.st ten. Trumbull, in his M'Fingal, alluding to this, says,

" He forma his camp with great parade, " Who sings how gods, that fearful night,

While evening spreads the world in shade, Aided by miracle your Hight;

Then still, like some endanger'd spark. As once they used in Homer's day,

•Steals off on tiptoe in tlie dark
;

To help weak heroes run away

;

Yet writes his king in boasting tone. Tells how the hours, at this sad trial,

How gi-and he march'd by light of moon ! Went back, as erst on Ahaz' dial,

While British Joshua stay'd the moon
On Monmouth's plain for Ajalon.

Go on, great general, nor regard Heed not their sneers or gibes so arch,

The scofis of every scribbling bard. Because she set before you march."

'^Ramsay; Gordon; Marshall; Sparks; D'Auberteuil ; Stedman, &c.
' The enemy suffered more from the heat than the Americans, on account of their woolen uniform, and

being encumbered with their knapsacks, while the Americans were half disrobed. The Americans buried

the slain which were found on the battle-field in shallow graves. In their retreat, the British left many of

their wounded, with surgeons and nurses, in the houses at Freehold, and every room in the court-house was
filled with the maimed and dying on the morning after the battle. A pit was dug on the site of the pres-
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the slain were Lieutenant-colonel Bonner, of Pennsylvania, and Major Dickinson, of Vir-

ginia. The British left four officers, and two hundred and forty-five non-commissioned of-

ficers and privates on the field. They buried some, and took many of their wounded with

them. Fifty-nine of their soldiers perished by the heat, without receiving a wound ; they

laid under trees, and by rivulets, whither they had crawled for shade and water. But why

dwell upon the sad and sickening scene of the battle-field with the dead and dying upon it?

We have considered the dreadful events of the day ; let us for a moment, before returning

to Valley Forge from our long digression, glance at the ground now covered with the results

of the peaceful tiller's conquests.

I visited the battle-ground of Monmouth toward the close of September, 1850, and had

the good fortune to be favored with the company of Doctor John WoodhuU, of Freehold, in

my ramble over that interesting locality. Doctor WoodhuU is the son of the beloved min-

ister of that name who succeeded William Tennent in the pastoral care of the congrega-

tion that worshiped in the Freehold meeting-house, and who, for forty-six consecutive years,

preached and prayed in that venerated chapel. Doctor WoodhuU was born in the parson-

age yet upon the battle-ground, and is so familiar with every locality and event connected

with the conflict, that I felt as if traversing the battle-field with an actor in the scene.

Dark clouds rolled up menacingly from the southwest when we left Freehold and rode out

to the meeting-house ; and while sketching the old fane, pictured on page 359, heavy peals

of thunder from a cloud that rapidly approached broke over the country. I had scarcely

finished my outline when the heavy drops came down, and we were obliged to take shelter

in the church. Resting my port-folio upon the high back of

a pew, I sketched, from the open door, the annexed picture

of a neat monument erected to the memory of the reverend

pastor just mentioned. Almost beneath the spot where I

stood, under the middle aisle of the church, rest the remains

of the Pveverend William Tennent, who was pastor of that

flock for forty-three years.' On the right of the pulpit is a

commemorative tablet, with a brief inscription.^ Mr. Ten-

nent was one of the most faithful ministers of his day ; and

his name is widely known in connection with curious physi-

ological and psychological phenomena, of which he was the

subject. For three days he remained in a cataleptic state,

commonly called a trance, or apparent death of the body

while the interior life is active. He had applied himself

closely to theological studies, until his health suddenly gave

WooDHULL's MoNUMENT.3 Way. Hc bccame emaciated, his life was despaired of, and,

ent residence of Dr. Throckmorton, of Freehold, wherein the wounded were thrown and buried as fast a»

they expired.

It is said that nearly six hundred young men of Clinton's army, who had formed tender attachments dur-

ing the winter cantonment in Philadelphia, deserted during the march through New Jersey, and returned

to that city.

' Mr. Tennent's brother, Gilbert, was also an eminent preacher. Garden, in his Revolutionary Anec-

dotes^ relates the following circumstance : "When the American army entered Philadelphia in June, 1778,

after the evacuation by the British troops, we were hard pressed for ammunition. We caused the whole

city to be ransacked in search of cartridge-paper. At length I thought of the garrets, &c., of old printing-

offices. In that once occupied as a lumber-room by Dr. Franklin, when a printer, a vast collection was

discovered. Among the mass was more than a cart-body load of sermons on defensive war, preached by

a famous Gilbert Tennent, during the old British and French war, to rouse the colonies to indispensable ex-

ertion. These appropriate manifestoes were instantly employed as cases for musket-cartridges, rapidly sent

to the army, came most opportunely, and were fired away at the battle of Monmouth against our retiring

foe."
"^ The following is a copy of the inscription :

" Sacred to the memory of the Reverend William Tennent,^

pastor of the first Presbyterian church in Freehold, who departed this life the 8th of March, 1777, aged TJ

years and 9 months. He was pastor of said church 43 years and 6 months. Faithful and Beloved."
* This monument stands on the south side of the church. It is of white marble, about eight feet ia

Mi^
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Inscription upon WoodhuU'a Monument. Capture and Execution of Captain Huddy. Case of Captain Asgill.

one morning, while conversing with his brother, in Latin, on the state of his soul, he fainted,

and seemed to expire. He was laid out, and preparations were made for his funeral. His

height. The following is the inscription upon it :
" Sacred to the memory of the Reverend John Woodhull,

D.D., who died Nov. 22d, 1824, aged 80 years. An able, faithful, and beloved minister of Jesus Christ.

He preached the Gospel 56 years.
^ He was settled first in Leacock, in Pennsylvania, and in 1779 removed

to this congregation, which he served as pastor, with great diligence and success, for 45 years. Eminent

as an instructor of youth, zealous for the glory of God, fervent and active in the discharge of all public and

}irivate duties, the labors of a long life have ended in a large reward."

Reverend Dr. Woodhull was one of the most active patriots of his day, and his zeal in the cause of his

country was largely infused into his congregation. On one occasion, while a pastor in Pennsylvania, every

man in his parish went out to oppose the enemy, except one feeble old invalid, who bade them God speed.

The zealous pastor went with them as chaplain.

Dr. Woodhull preached the funeral sermon on the occasion of the burial of Captain Huddy, at Freehold,

in the spring of 1782, from the piazza of the hotel now kept by Mr. Higgins. Captain Huddy lived in the

central part"of Colt's Neck, about five miles from Freehold. He was an ardent Whig, and by his activity

and courage became a terror to the Tories. In the summer of 1780, a mu-

latto, named Titus, and about sixty refugees, attacked Huddy's house, in the

evening. The only inmates were Huddy and Lucretia Emmons (afterward

Mrs. Chambers), a servant girl about twenty years of age. There were sev-

eral guns in the hou.se ; these Lucretia loaded, while Huddy fired them from

different windows. Titus and some others were wounded. They set fire to

the house, when Huddy surrendered, and the flames were extinguished. The

prisoners were taken on board of a boat near Black Point. Just as it was

pushed off" from the shore, Huddy leaped into the water, and escaped under fire

of some militia who were in pursuit of the Tories. In the spring of 1782,

Huddy commanded a block-house, situated a short distance north of the bridge

Buddy's Residence. at the village of Tom's River. It was attacked by some refugees from New
York, and his ammunition giving out, Huddy was obliged to surrender. Him-

self and companions were taken to New York, and afterward back to Sandy Hook, and placed, heavily ironed,

on board a guard-ship. On the 12th of April, sixteen refugees, under Captain Lippincott, took Huddy to

Gravelly Point, on the shore at the foot of the Navesink Hills, near the light-houses, and hung him upon a

gallows made of three rails. He met his fate with composure. Upon the barrel on which he stood for

execution, he wrote his will with an unfaltering hand. His murderers falsely charged him with being con-

cerned in the death of a desperate Tory, named Philip White, which occurred while Huddy was a prisoner

in New York. To the breast of Huddy, the infamous Lippincott affixed the following label :
" We, the

refugees, having long with grief beheld the cruel murders of our brethren, and finding nothing but such

measures daily carrying into execution ; we therefore determine not to suffer, without taking vengeance

for the numerous cruelties ; and thus begin, having made use of Captain Huddy as the first object to pre-

sent to your view ; and further determine to hang man for man, while there is a refugee existing.

Up goes Huddy for Philip White !"

Huddy's body was carried to Freehold, and buried with the honors of war. His death excited the greatest

indignation throughout the country. Dr. Woodhull earnestly entreated Washington to retaliate, in order

that such inhuman murders might be prevented. The commander-in-chief acquiesced, but, instead of exe-

cuting a British officer at once, he wrote to Sir Henry Clinton, assuring him that, unless the murderers of

Huddy were given up, he should proceed to retaliate. Clinton refused compliance, and Captain Asgill, a

young British officer (son of Sir Charles Asgill), who was a prisoner, was designated, by lot, for execution.

In the mean while, Lippincott was tried by a court martial ; and it appeared, in testimony, that Governor

Franklin, president of the Board of Associated Loyalists, had given that officer verbal orders to hang Huddy.

Lippincott was acquitted. Sir Guy Carleton, who had succeeded Sir Henry Clinton, in a letter to Wash-

ington, reprobated the death of Huddy, and acquainted him that he had broken up the Board of Associated

Loyalists. Washington had mercifully postponed the execution of young Asgill, and, in the mean time, had

received a pathetic letter from Lady Asgill, his mother, and an intercessory one from Count De Vergennes,

the French minister. He sent these letters to Congress, and, on the 5th of November, 1782, that body re-

solved, " That the commander-in-chief be, and hereby is, directed to set Captain Asgill at liberty." The

tenderest sympathies of Washington had been awakened in the young man's behalf, and he had resolved to

do all in his power, consistent with duty, to save him ; and yet the unfair compiler of the Pictorial History

of England (v., 489) accuses Washington of foul dishonor, and expresses his belief that, "as at the crisis

when he put Major Andre to death, and refused him the last sad consolation he asked for, he was now ren-

dered gloomy and irascible by the constant and degrading troubles and mortifications in which he was in-

volved." Nothing can be more unjust than this sentence.

In a humorous poem, entitled Rivingtonh Reflections. Philip Freneau thus alludes to the case of Asgill.

He makes Rivington (the Tory printer in New York) say,

"I'll petition the rebels (if York is forsaken)

For a place in their Zion wliich ne'er shall be shaS*""
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physician, who was absent, was much grieved on his return. His skill detected symptoms

of life, and he desired a postponement of burial. The body was cold and stiff; there were

no signs of life to the common apprehension, and his brother insisted that he should be bur-

ied. But the entreaties of the physician prevailed ; the funeral was postponed. On the

third day after his apparent death, the people were assembled to bury him. The doctor,

who had been at his side from the beginning, still insisted upon applying restoratives. The

hour appointed for the burial arrived, and the brother of Tennent impatiently demanded that

the funeral ceremonies should be performed. At that moment, to the alarm of all present,

Mr. Tennent opened his eyes, gave a dreadful groan, and relapsed again into apparent life-

lessness. This movement was twice repeated after an interval of an hour, when life per-

manently remained, and the patient slowly recovered.' Absolute forgetfulness of all knowl-

edge marked his return to consciousness. He was totally ignorant of every transaction of

his life previous to his sickness. He had to be taught reading, writing, and all things, as

if he was a new-born child. At length he felt a sudden shock in his head, and from that

moment his recollection was by degrees restored. These circumstances made a profound im-

pression on the public mind, and became the theme of philosophical speculation and inquiry.

When the storm abated we left the church and proceeded to the battle-ground. The

old parsonage is in the present possession of Mr. William T. Sutphen, who has allowed the

parlor and study of Tennent and Woodhull to be used as a depository of grain and of agri-

cultural implements I The careless neglect which permits a mansion so hallowed by religion

and patriotic events to fall into utter ruin, is actual desecration, and much to be reprehended

and deplored. The windows are destroyed ; the roof is falling into the chambers ;
and in

a kw years not a vestige will be left of that venerable memento of the Jield of Monmouth.

We visited the spot where Monckton fell ; the place of the causeway across the morass

(now a small bridge upon the main road) ; and, after taking a general view of the whole

ground of conflict, and sketching the picture on page 362, returned to Freehold in time to

dine, and take the stage for the station at Jamesburg, on my way home. It had been to

me a day of rarest interest and pleasure, notwithstanding the inclement weather ; for no

battle-field in our country has stronger claims to the reverence of the American heart than

that of the plains of Monmouth.

I am sure they'll be clever ; it seems their whole study
;

They hung not young Asgill for old Captain Huddy.

And it must be a truth that admits no denying

—

If they spare us for murder they'll spare us for lying."

1 Mr. Tennent has left on record the following graphic account of his feelings while his body was in a

state of catalepsy :

" While I was conversing with my brother on the state of my soul, and the fears I had entertained for

my future M'elfare, I found myself, in an in.stant, in another state of existence, under the direction of a Su-

perior Being, who ordered me to follow him. I was accordingly wafted along, 1 know not how, till I be-

held at a distance an ineffable glory, the impression of which on my mind it is impossible to communicate

to mortal man. I immediately reflected on my happy change, and thought. Well, blessed be God ! I am
safe at last, notwithstanding all my fears. I saw an innumerable host of happy beings surrounding the in-

expressible glory, in acts of adoration and jo)'ous worship ; but I did not see any bodily shape or represent-

ation in the glorious appearance. I heard things unutterable. I heard their songs and hallelujahs of

thanksgiving and praise, with unspeakable rapture. I felt joy unutterable and full of glory. I then applied

to my conductor, and requested leave to join the happy throng; on which he tapped me on the shoulder,

and said. ' You must return to the earth.' This seemed like a sword through my heart. In an instant I

recollect to have seen my brother standing before me disputing with the doctor. The three days during

which I had appeared lifeless seemed to me not more than ten or twenty minutes. The idea of returning

to this world of sorrow and trouble gave me such a shock, that I fainted repeatedly."

—

Life of William

Tennent, b}' Elias Boudinot, LL.D.
Mr. Tennent said that, for three years, the ravishing sounds he had heard and the words that were ut-

tered were not out of his ears. He was often importuned to tell what words were uttered, but declined,

saying, "You will know them, with many other particulars, hereafter, as you will find the whole among

my papers." Boudinot was with the army when Tennent died, and, before he could reach his house, the

family, with all his effects, had gone with a .son to South Carolina. He was taken sick about fifty miles

from Charleston, and ^^ '>g strangers. Although Boudinot was the executor of both father and son.

he never discovered aB*T^ 'lit'' Tennent's papers.
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The Pine Robbers.

The men and women of the Revolution, but a few years since numerous m the neighbor-

hood of Freehold, have passed away, but the narrative of their trials during the war have

left abiding records of patriotism upon the hearts of their descendants. I listened to many
tales concerning the " Pine Robbers"^ and other Tory desperadoes of the time, who kept the

people of Monmouth county in a state of continual alarm. Many noble deeds of daring

were achieved by the tillers of the soil, and their mothers, wives, and sisters ; and while the

field of Monmouth attested the bravery and endurance of American soldiers, the inhabitants,

whose households were disturbed on that Sabbath morning by the bugle and the cannon-

peal, exhibited, in their daily course, the loftiest patriotism and manly courage. We will

leave the task of recording the acts of their heroism to the pen of the local historian, and,

hastening back to Valley Forge, resume the reins and depart for Paoli, for the short No-

vember day is fast waning.

^ The Pine Robbers were a band of marauding Tories, who infested the large districts of pine woods in

the lower part of Monmouth county, whence they made predatory excursions among the Whigs of the

neighboring country. They burrowed caves in the sand-hills for places of shelter and retreat, on the bor-

ders of swamps, and, covering them with brush, effectually concealed them. From these dens they sallied

forth at midnight to burn, plunder, and murder. Nor were the people safe in the daytime, for the scoun-

drels would often issue from their hiding-places, and fall upon the farmer in his field. The people were

obliged to carry muskets while at their work, and their families were kept in a state of continual terror.

Of these depredators, the most prominent were Fenton, Fagan, Williams, Debow, West, and Carter. Fen-

ton was the arch-fiend of the pandemonium of the Pines. He was a blacksmith of Freehold, large and

muscular. He early took to the business of the Tories, and began his career of villainy by robbery. He
plundered a tailor's shop in Freehold township. Already a committee of vigilance was organized. They
sent Fenton word that, if he did not return the plunder, he should be hunted and shot. Intimidated, he

sent back the clothing, with the following savage note appended

:

" / have returned your damned rags. In a short time I am coming to burn your bai-ns and houses, and

roast you all like a pack of kittens .'"

Fenton soon proceeded to put his threat into execution. One summer night, at the head of a gang of

desperadoes, he attacked the dwelling of an aged man near Imlaytown, named Farr. Himself, wife, and

daughter composed the family. They barricaded the door, and kept the scoundrels at bay for a while.

Fenton finally broke in a portion of the door, and, firing through the opening, broke the leg of the old man
with a musket-ball. They forced an entrance at last, murdered the wife, and then dispatched the helpless

old man. The daughter, badly wounded, escaped, and the miscreants, becoming alarmed, fled without

taking any plunder with them. Fenton was afterward shot by a young soldier of Lee's legion, then lying

at Monmouth court-house. The robber had plundered and beaten a young man while on his way from a

mill. He gave information to Lee, who detailed a sergeant and two soldiers to capture or destroy the vil-

lain. The young man, and the sergeant disguised as a countryman, took a seat in a wagon, while the two

soldiers, armed, were concealed under some straw in the bottom of the vehicle, and proceeded toward the

mill, expecting to meet Fenton on the road. From a low groggery among the Pines the robber came out,

with a pistol, and commanded them to halt. He then inquired if they had brandy, to which an affirmative

was given, and a bottle handed to him. While drinking, one of the soldiers, at a signal from the sergeant,

arose, and shot the villain through the head. His body was thrown into the wagon, and conveyed in tri-

umph to Freehold.

Fagan and West were also shot by the exasperated people. The body of the latter was suspended in

chains, with hoop-iron bands around it, upon a chestnut by the road-side, about a mile from Freehold, on

the way to Colt"s Neck, where it was left to be destroyed by carrion birds.

The suflerings of the people from these marauders made such a deep impression, that the lapse of years

could not efface it from the hearts of those who felt their scourge, and even the third generation of the fam-

ilies of Tories were objects of hate to some of the surviving suflerers. An old lady, ninety years of age,

with whom I conversed at Boundbrook, became greatly excited while talking of what her family endured

from the Pine Robbers and other Tories, and spoke indignantly of one or two families in Monmouth county

who were descendants of Loyalists.
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Departure from Valley Forge. The Paoli Tavern. Place where Americans were Massacred.

CHAPTER XIV.

" My country's standard waved on yonder height

;

Her red-cross banner England there display'd
j

And there the German, who, for foreign fight,

Had left his own domestic hearth, and made
War, with its horrors and its blood, a trade,

Amid the battle stood ; and, all the day,

The bursting bomb, the furious cannonade,

The bugle's martial notes, the musket's play,

In mingled uproar wild resounded far away.

A pebble stone that on the war-field lay.

And a wild rose that blossom'd brightly there,

Were all the relics that I bore away
To tell that I had trod the scene of war.

When I had turn'd my footsteps homeward far.

These may seem childish things to some ; to me
They shall be treasured ones, and, like the star

That guides the sailor o'er the pathless sea.

They shall lead back my thoughts, loved Brandywine, to thee !"

Elizabeth M. Chandler.

E descended from the observatory at Valley Forge at one o'clock, and

departed for the banks of the Brandywine by way of the Paoli' and

West Chester. A veil of moisture, deepening every hour, November 30,

obscured the sun and omened an approaching storm. I
^''^'^•

alighted on the borders of a wood a short distance from the Norris-

town road, and sketched the remains of one of the American redoubts

pictured on page 335, which lies, almost unknown, within the em-

brace of the forest. Thence to the place memorable as the scene of

the Paoli massacre, a distance of nearly nine miles, our road passed through a broken but

well-cultivated country, spreading out into more gentle undulations on the left, toward the

Delaware. The place of the massacre is about a quarter of a mile from the highway, east

of the West Chester rail-way (which connects with the Columbia rail-way near "the Paoli"),

a mile south of the Warren tavern, on the Lancaster turnpike, and a little more than two'

miles southwest from the Paoli tavern. We left our horse to dine upon corn at a farm-

yard near, and, following a pathway northeast from the road, through the open fields, we

came to the monument which stands over the remains of those who fell there on the night

of the 20th of September, 1777. It is upon a small elevated plain, overlooking a fine roll-

ing country toward the Brandywine, and covered with a forest when the event occurred,

but now sniiling with cultivation.'* The sad story which makes the place memorable in our

history is brief but touching.

I have mentioned in another chapter (page 386) the movements of the American army

after the battle on the Brandywine, and the prevention of an engagement between the bel-

ligerent forces near the Warren tavern by a violent storm of rain, which damaged their am-

munition. When Washington withdrew and crossed the Schuylkill, with the main body

' The Paoli was one of the famous taverns on the old Lancaster turnpike. The Spread Eagle, the Buck,

the White Horse, the Black Horse, the Red Lion, &c., were all famous among travelers upon the Lancaster

and Harrisburg roads. Governor Pownall (member of Parliament during the period of the Revolution),

who traveled the roads in 1754, mentions several of these small hamlets that had grown up near some of

the old taverns.

- The land is owned chiefly by Mr. Joseph Rodgers, whose residence is not far distant.
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Wayne's Encampment near the Paoli. British Attack upon his Detachment. The Massacre.

of the army, at Parker's Ford, he left General Wayne, with about fifteen hundred men and

four pieces of cannon (to be joined by General Smallwood and Colonel Gist the next day'),

with directions to annoy the enemy's rear, then posted near Tredyfi'rin church, and to at-

tempt to cut off his baggage train. Wayne encamped two or three miles southwest of the

British lines, in a secluded spot, away from the public roads, near the place where the mon-

ument now stands. The vigilance of British sentinels did not discover him, but the treach-

ery of Tories revealed his numbers and place of encampment to the commander of the ene-

my. Howe determined to surprise Wayne, and for that purpose dispatched General Grey

(the subsequent murderer at Tappan and plunderer on the New England coasts) to steal

upon the patriot camp at night and destroy them. Wayne had intimations of this intended

movement, and, though doubting its truth, he neglected no precaution. It was a dark and

stormy night. Wayne ordered his men to sleep on their arms, with their ammunition un-

der their coats. With two regiments and a body of light infantry. Grey marched stealthily,

in two divisions, toward midnight, a through the woods and up a narrow defile a September 20,

below the Paoli, and gained Wayne's left at about one o'clock in the morn- ^'^^•

ing.i' The divisions conioined in the Lancaster road, near Wayne's encamp-
m. n- 11. . ,^^x , 1 • 1- 1

bSeptemberSL
ment. Ihe " no-rlmt general (see note on page 196) had given his usual

order to rush upon the patriots with fixed bayonets, without firing a shot, and to give no

quarters ! Several of the American pickets near the highway were silently massacred in

the gloom. These being missed by the patroling officer, his suspicions that an enemy was

near were awakened, and he hastened to the tent of Wayne. The general immediately pa-

raded his men. Unfortunately, he made the movement in the light of his own camp-fires,

instead of forming them in the dark, back of the encampment. By the light of these fires

Grey was directed where to attack with the best chance of success." In silence, but with

the fierceness of tigers, the enemy leaped from the thick gloom upon the Americans, who
knew not from what point to expect an attack. The patriots discharged several volleys,

but so sudden and violent was the attack that their column was at once broken into frag-

ments. They fled in confusion in the direction of Chester. One hundred and fifty Amer-

icans were killed and wounded in this onslaught, some of whom, it is said, were cruelly

butchered after ceasing to resist, and while begging for quarter ; and but for the coolness

and skill of Wayne, his whole command must have been killed or taken prisoners. He
promptly rallied a few companies, ordered Colonel Hampton to wheel the line, and with the

cavalry and a portion of the infantry, he gallantly covered a successful retreat. Grey swept

the American camp, captured between seventy and eighty men, including several subordin-

ate officers, a great number of small-arms, two pieces of cannon, and eight wagons loaded

with baggage and stores. The loss of the British was inconsiderable ; only one captain of

light infantry and three privates were killed, and four men wounded. General Smallwood

was only a mile distant at the time of the engagement, and made an unsuccessful attempt

to march to the relief of Wayne. His raw militia were too deficient in discipline to make

a sudden movement, and, before he could reach the scene of conflict. Grey had completed

his achievement, and was on his way toward the British camp. Falling in with a party

of the enemy retiring from the pursuit of Wayne, Smallwood's militia instantly fled in great

confusion, and wei'e not rallied until a late hour the next day.

The dead bodies of fifty-three Americans were found on the field the next morning, and

were interred upon the spot, in one grave, by the neighboring farmers. For forty years

their resting-place was marked by a simple heap of stones, around which the plow of the

agriculturist made its furrows nearer and nearer every season. At length the "Republican

Artillerists" of Chester county patriotically resolved to erect a monument to their memory,

' General Smallwood was advancinrr with 1150 Maryland militia, and Colonel Gi.st with 700.
'^ A Hessian sergeant, boasting of the exploits of that night, exultingly exclaimed, " What a running

about, barefoot, and half clothed, and in the lijrht of their own fires ! These showed us where to chase

them, while they could not see ns. We killed three hundred of the rebels with the bayonet. I stuck them

myself like so many pigs, one niter anoiher. until the blood ran out of the touch-hole of my musket "
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and on the 20th of September, 1817, the fortieth anniversary of the event, through the aid

of their fellow-citizens, they reared the memento delineated in the engraving.' It is com-

' On that occasion the Reverend David Jones, an eminent Baptist clergyman, who was Wayne's chap-

lain, and with him at the time of the massacre, was present and made an address. He was then past

eighty years of age.

David Jones was born in White Clay Creek Hundred, Newcastle county, Delaware, on the 12th of May,

1736. His ancestors came from Wales in the early part of the last century, and settled at The Welsh

Tract. Mr. Jones was educated

for the ministry by the Reverend

Isaac Eaton, of Hopewell, New
Jersey. He was for many yeai-s

pastor of the upper (Baptist) Free-

hold church in New Jersey, from

which place he proceeded to the

Northwestern Territory in 1772

and 1773, on a Gospel mission to

the Shawnee and Delaware In-

dians. He was unsuccessful, and,

after enduring many hardships,

he returned to his charge at Free-

hold. He afterward published an

account of his mission. One of

his companions, while navigating

the Ohio in a canoe from Fort

Pitt, was the cele-

brated George Ro-

gers Clarke. He
early espoused the

patriot cause, and

became so obnox-

ious to the Tories,

that, believing his life to be in

danger, he left New Jersey, and

settled in Chester county, Penn-

sylvania, in the spring of 1775, in

charge of the Great Valley Baptist

church. On the occasion of the

Continental Fast, soon afterward

observed, he preached a sermon

before Colonel Dewee's regiment,

entitled " Defensive War in a Just

Cause Sinless." It was publish-

ed, and, being extensively circu-

lated throughout the colonies, pro-

duced a salutary effect. In 1776,

Mr. Jones received the appoint-

ment of chaplain to a Pennsylva-

nia regiment under Colonel St.

Clair, which was or-

dered to the North-

ern Department.

He was on duty

with St. Clair at Ti-

conderoga, where,

when the enemy

^V
was hourly expected (October 20th, 1776) from Crown Point, he delivered a characteristic discourse to the

regiment, which had a powerful effect upon them.* Chaplain Jones served through two campaigns under

* I have before me a printed copy of that address, which was published soon alterward. I print it here as a favorable speci-

men of the manner in which the American soldiers were addressed by their chaplains.

"ADDRESS
" To General St. Clair's Brigade at Ticonderoga, when the Enemy were hourly expected, October 20, 1776.

" My Countrymen, Fellow-soldiers, and Friends.

"I am sorry that during this campaign 1 have been favored with so few opportunities of addressing you on subjects of the

greatest importance both with respect to this life and that which is to come ; but what is past can not be recalled, and now

time will not admit an enlargement, as we have the greatest reason to expect the advancement of our enemies as speedily as

Heaven will permit. [The wind blew to the north, strongly.] Therefore, at present, let it suffice to bring to your remembrance

some necessary truths.

"It is our common faith, and a vei-y just one too, that all events on earth are under the notice of that God in whom we live,

move, and have our being ; therefore we must believe that in this important struggle with the worst of enemies, he has assigned

us our post here at Ticonderoga. Our situation is such that if properly defended, we shall give our enemies a fatal blow, and

in great measure prove the means of the salvation of North America.

" Such is our present case, that we are fighting for all that is near and dear to us, while our enemies are engaged in the worst

of causes, their design being to subjugate, plunder, and enslave a free people that have done them no harm. Their tyrannical

views are so glaring, their cause so horribly bad, that there still remain too much goodness and humanity in Great Britain to en-

gage unanimously against us, therefore they have been obliged (and at a most amazing expense, too) to hire the assistance of a

barbarous, mercenary people, that would cut your throats for the small reward of sixpence. No doubt these have hopes of being

our task-masters, and would rejoice at our calamities.

"Lool<, oh! look, therefore, at your respective states, and anticipate the consequences if these vassals are suffered to enter!

It would fail the most fruitful imagination to represent in a proper light what anguish, what horror, what distress would

spread over the whole ! See, oh ! see the dear wives of your bosoms forced from their peaceful habitations, and perhaps used

with such indecency that modesty would forbid the description. Behold the fair virgins of your land, whose benevolent souls

are now filled with a thousand good wishes and hopes of seeing their admirers retui-n home crowned with victory, would not

only meet with a doleful disappointment but also with such insults and abuses that would induce their tender hearts to pray

for the shades of death. See your children exposed as vagabonds to all the calamities of this life ! Then, oh ! then adieu to all

felicity this side the grave !

" Now all these calamities may be prevented if our God be for us—and who can doubt of this who observes the point in which

the wind now blows—if you will only acquit yourselves like men, and with firmness of mind go forth against your enemies, re-

solving either to return with victory or to die gloriously. Every one that may fall in this dispute will be justly esteemed a

martyr to liberty, and his name will be had in precious memory while the love of freedom remains in the breasts of men.
^

All

whom God will favor to see a glorious victory, will return to their respective states with every mark of honor, and be received

with joy and gladness of heart by all friends to liberty and lovers of mankind.
" As our present case is singular, I hope, therefore, that the candid will excuse me, if I now conclude with an uncommon
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The Paoli Monument. The Inscriptions upon it.

posed of a blue clouded marble pedes-

tal, surmounted by a white marble pyr-

amid. The whole monument is about

nine feet high, and stands over the cen-

ter of the broad grave where the re-

mains of the patriots repose. A peach-

tree shades its eastern side. Around
it, in oblong form, is a massive stone

wall five feet in height, covered with

stucco. Upon the four sides of the

pedestal are appropriate inscriptions,'

somewhat defaced by the villain-hand

of wanton destructiveness, or the ma-

rauding relic-seeker.

Here, far away from the hum of

towns and cities, rest

Paoli Mon

General Gates, and was chaplain to a brigade under Wayne in the autumn of 1777. He was with that

officer at the " Paoli massacre," and narrowly escaped death. He had been in the battle at the Brandy-

wine a few days before, and was in the engagement at Germantown. He accompanied the army to White-

marsh and Valley Forge
;
was with Wayne in the battle at Monmouth, and in all his subsequent campaigns,

until the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown in the autumn of 1781. He was so active in the cause ef

freedom, that a reward was offered for him by General Howe, and a detachment was sent to the Great

Valley, on one occasion, to arrest him.* At the close of the war he retired to his farm and church.

When General Wayne took command of the army in the Northwestern Territory, against the Indians, in

1794, Mr. Jones was appointed his chaplain, and accompanied him. When the war of 1812 broke out, he

again entered the armj', being then seventy-six years old, and served under Generals Brown and Wilkinson

until the close of that contest. His last public act was to address the people assembled to dedicate the

Paoli Monument. He died on the 5th of February, 1820, in the eighty-fourth j'ear of his age, and was
buried in the Great Valley church-yard, in sight of Valley Forge. The portrait here given I copied from

an excellent cabinet picture of the chaplain in the possession of his grandson, Horatio Gates Jones, Jr., of

Philadelphia, who kindly furnished me with the materials for this brief sketch of the public services of that

eminent patriot and divine.

' The following are the inscriptions :

North side.—"The atrocious massacre which this stone commemorates was perpetrated by British

troops under the immediate command of Major-general Grey."

West side.—"Sacred to the memory of the Patriots who on this spot fell a sacrifice to British barbar-

ity, during the struggle for American Independence, on the night of the 20th September, 1777."

South side.—" Here repose the remains of fifty-three American soldiers, who were the victims of cold-

address, in substance principally extracted from the writings of the servants of God in the Old Testament ; though, at the same
time, it is freely acknowledged that I am not possessed of any similar power either of blessing or cursing.

"1. Blessed be that man who is possessed of true love of liberty ; and let all the people say, Amc7i.

"2. Blessed be that man who is a friend to the common rights of mankind ; and let all the people say, Amen.
" 3. Blessed be that man who is a friend to the United States of America ; and let all the people say, Amen.

"4. Blessed be that man who will use his utmost endeavor to oppose the tyranny of Great Britain, and to vanquish all her

forces invading North America; and let all the people say, Amen.
" 5. Blessed be that man who is resolved never to submit to Great Britain ; and let all the people say. Amen.

"6. Blessed be that man who in the present dispute esteems not his life too good to fall a sacrifice in defense of his country;

let his posterity, if any he has, be blessed with riches, honor, virtue, and true religion ; and let all the people say, Amen.

"Now, on the other hand, as far as is consistent with the Holy Scriptures, let all these blessings be turned into curses to him

who deserts the noble cause in which we are engaged, and turns his back to the enemy before he receives proper orders to

retreat ; and let all the people say. Amen.

"Let him be abhorred by all the United States of America.

"Let faintness of heart and fear never forsake him on earth.

" Let him be a magor missabile, a terror to himself and all around him.

" Let him be accursed in his outgoing, and cursed in his incoming ; cursed in lying down, and cursed in uprising ; cursed in

basket, and cursed in store.

" Let him be cursed in all his connections, till his wretched head with dishonor is laid low in the dust ; and let all the soldiers

say. Amen.
" And may the God of all grace, in whom we live, enable us, in defense of our country, to acquit ourselves like men, to his

lionor and praise. Amen and Amen."
* On one occasion, while reconnoitering alone, he saw a dragoon dismount and enter a house for refreshments. Mr. Jones

boldly abstracted the horseman's pistols, and, going into the house, claimed him as his prisoner. The dragoon was unarmed,

and was obliged to obey the orders of his captor, to mount and ride into the American camp. The event caused great merri-

ment., and Wayne laughed immoderately at the idea of his chaplain's capturing a British dragoon.
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The Dead of Paoli. Journey to West Chester. Departure for the Brandywine Battle-ground.

" A sacred band
;

They. take their sleep together, while the year

Comes with its early flowers to deck their grave,

And gathers them again as winter frowns.

Here let us meet, and, while our motionless lips

Give not a sound, and all around is mute

—

In the deep Sabbath of a heart too full

For words or tears—here let us strew the sod

With the first flowers of spring, and make to them

An oflering of the plenty nature gives.

And they have rendered ours—perpetually."

Percival.

After making a sketch of the monument, and dining upon crackers, cheese, and apples

using the pHnth of the pedestal for a table—we resumed the reins, and retraced the Lan-

caster road as far as the Paoli tavern, where a branch road leads to West Chester. Here

I parted company with Mr. Agnew, who returned to Philadelphia in the cars, and I jour-

neyed alone toward the Brandywine. Although the fields were shorn, and the orchards

were bare of fruit and foliage, yet, on every side, were evidences of fertility and abundance

attested by fine farm-houses, spacious stone barns, and numerous plethoric barracks. The

country is beautifully diversified and well watered ; clear streams, without bridges, intersect

the highway in many places. I reached West Chester _
at dark, distant eight miles from the Paoli tavern, hav- "^IZ _ .'•^-

ing passed, on the way, near the residence of General

Wayne.
West Chester is the seat of justice of Chester coun-

ty. It is in Goshen township, twenty-three miles from

Philadelphia, and five south of the Great Valley. It

is a pleasant village, containing a population of about

three thousand, who are noted for their intelligence and

general refinement. It was a mere hamlet when the

armies passed by after the battle on the Brandywine,' Wayne's residence.^

a few miles distant ; and there are now not many me-

mentoes of the event in existence. Eye-witnesses have gone down into the grave, and the

old dwellings have given place to more modern structures, except the Turk's Head tavern,

and one or two other buildings. At Guss's Inn, where I tarried for the night, I met Mr.

Joseph Townsend, a nephew of the late Joseph Townsend, of Baltimore, who wrote an ac-

count of the battle of Brandywine from his own personal recollections, and which was pub-

lished in 1846, with an accurate survey of the scene of action, by the Historical Society of

Pennsylvania. Mr. Townsend, who is familiar with every locality connected with the bat-

tle, kindly ofiered to go over the ground with me the next morning.

I breakfasted by candle-light, and, at seven o'clock, we were on our way to December i,

Jefi'eris's Ford, on the Brandywine, .two and a half miles from West Chester. ^^^^•

Thick clouds covered the heavens, and a biting northeast wind, bearing a few tiny snow-

flakes and pellets of soft hail, evinced the presence of winter. The old ford, where the di-

vision of the British army under Howe and Cornwallis crossed the Brandywine, was eight

blooded cruelty in the wefl-known 'Massacre at Paoli,' while under the command of General Anthony

Wayne, an ofiicer whose military conduct, bravery, and humanity were equally conspicuous throughout the

Revolutionary War."
East side.—"This memorial, in honor of Revolutionary Patriotism, was erected September 20th, 1817,

by the Republican Artillerists of Chester county, aided by the contributions of their fellow-citizens."

' The Brandywine Creek rises near the boundary of Lancaster and Chester counties, Pennsylvania, and

flows through Delaware. After uniting with Christiana Creek, it enters the Delaware River, forming the

harbor of Wilmington. It is navigable as high as Brandywine village.

* This is copied from Day's Historical Collections of Pennsylvania. The house is of stone, and ranked

annong the first country mansions of the period. It is about a mile and a half south of the Paoli tavern.
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JefFeris's Ford. Sconnel Town, Osborne's Hill, and Birminghana Meeting-house.

1^ i>.

or ten rods above the bridge which now spans the stream. On the high ground upon the

opposite shore, the old stone house of Emmon Jef-

feris is yet standing. In it the merchants of Wil-

mington, alarmed for the safety of their goods,

stored a large quantity of wine and other liquors, ^
- »

believing that the line of march of the British

army would be through their own town, and not
J''

as high up the stream as at this place. For rea-

sons which we shall presently consider, Cornwallis

and his division crossed the Brandywine at this

ford, and, discovering the Madeira wine in JefFer-

is's house, made themselves merry at the expense

of the " rebel merchants." Howe took Jefferis

with him as a guide to conduct him toward Birming-

ham meeting-house.

From Jefferis's Ford we proceeded toward the Bnming-

ham meeting-house, famous in the annals of the BrandyvMue bat-

_^^ tie as the spot near which the most san ^ ,^^,^

rjj^gv--^ guinary conflict took place. We traversed nvjw-

the road along which Cornwallis marched view at Jef-

over the high ground eastward of the Bran- ^^^'^ ^

dywine, passing the site of Sconnel Town,'^ Strodes's

Mill, and the field where the British army formed for

action on the southern slopes of Osborn's Hill. We
were thoroughly chilled when we reached Birmingham

meeting-house, delineated on the next page, situated

about four miles below JefTeris's Ford. There we

found a comfortable shelter from the piercing wind un-

der its spacious shed, where we sat down with Bowen's and Futhey's Plan of the Battle-

ground^ before us, and contemplated the memorable events which occurred in this vicinity.

The British fleet under Lord Howe, bearing a land force eighteen thousand strong, under

the command of his brother. General Sir William Howe, sailed up the Chesapeake, and

landed at Turkey Point, on the west side of the River Elk, about eleven miles from Elkton,

at its head, on the 25th of August, 1777. Howe's destination was Philadelphia. He had

« July 23, left Sandy Hooka with the intention of passing up the Delaware, but, when at the
^"^'''-

capes of that river, he was informed of the obstructions which the Americans had

placed in its channel, and he proceeded to the Chesapeake.* The two days and nights after

' This view is from the easterly bank of the Brandywine. The ford was at the month of the little creek

seen issuing from the small bridge on the left. The Brandywine here is broad and shallow, with quite a

rapid current.

2 Sconnel Town was a hamlet of two or three dwellings, one or two shops, and a school-house, situated

a short distance from JefTeris's Ford, on the road to the Birmingham meeting-house. That building having

been taken possession of by the Americans for an hospital, the Quakers who worshiped there held their

meetings in a wheel-wright's shop at Sconnel Town. They M'cre holding a week-day meeting there on

the day of the battle. Not a vestige of Sconnel Town may now be seen, except the remains of a cellar on

the easterly side of the road.

^ This plan is from an actual survey made during the summer of 1846, under the direction of John S.

Bowen and J. Smith Futhey, of Chester. The position of the forces in action, many of the houses, and

other localities as they existed, was ascertained from a map drawn by officers of the British army, and pub-

lished a few months after the battle (in April, 1778). De Chastellux, who visited the battle-ground with

La Fayette in 1781, mentions the fact that he had one of these English maps as a guide. The roads of

the present day, and the relative position to them of the houses, woods, &c., of the Revolution, are care-

fully laid down upon the map of Bowen and Futhey, which forms the basis of the one printed on page 377

of this work.
* On the day when Sir William Howe entered the Chesapeake, he received a letter from Lord George

Germaine, dated May 18lh, giving him the first intimation that aid would be expected from hira in favor

Stone House at Jefferis's Ford.
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Landing of the British at the Head of Elk. Washington's Preparations to meet them. March of Americans from Philadelphia.

BlRMINGUAlU MeETING-HOUSE.2

his landing were stormy, and prevented any considerable movement being made before the

28th, when the British commander-in-chief, with _^^=_.

the first and second brigades of light troops
-—

and reserve, marched to the Head of Elk. Ma-

jor-general Grey, with the third brigade and

a battalion of Highlanders, crossed the Elk on

the 30th. The fourth brigade, under General

Agnew, with a Hessian brigade, under Knyp-

hausen, crossed, on the 31st,' to Cecil
August.

gom.|;.}iouse, whence they proceeded on

the east side of the river, and joined the forces

under Howe on Gray's Hill, about
epemer

. ^.^q jj^iigg eastward ofElkton. This

force had remained at the landing to cover the

debarkation of the stores and artillery. General

Grant, with a suitable force, remained at the Head of Elk to maintain the communication

with the shipping.

- Washington, as we have seen, was perplexed by the movements of Howe, being uncer-

tain of his destination. As soon, however, as he was informed that the British fleet was

off the capes of the Chesapeake, he turned his attention in that direction. The detachments

in New Jersey, whom General Sullivan had employed in unsuccessful enterprises against

Staten Island, were recalled, and the whole army left Philadelphia for Wilmington. Gen-

eral Stephen, with his division, with that of General Lincoln, who had been ordered to join

Schuyler at the north, first proceeded to Chester, in which vicinity the militia of Lower

Pennsylvania and Delaware were gathering in large numbers, for the country was thor-

oughly aroused.

The divisions of Stirling, Sullivan, and Greene (the latter composed of the brigades of

Muhlenberg and Weeden), with Morgan's corps, and Bland's regiment of horse, accompa-

nied by Washington in person, left Philadelphia on the morning of the 24th of August, and

encamped at Red Clay Creek, a few miles below Wilmington, the next day. The August 25,

principal portion of the American cavalry were under the immediate command of
^''^^•

Count Pulaski. General Nash, with Proctor's artillery, embarked in flat-boats upon the

^ Delaware, and proceeded to Chester, from

C^ . /^y —7^ whence he pressed forward to Wilmington.

>^_^,y^«^^^-^ ^7 '^'"t-'C^ty/^i/V^
"^^^ whole effective force then present and

^c^tyi^ f/ fitfor duty consisted of about eleven thousand

men, including about eighteen hundred of the Pennsylvania militia.

Washington established his head-quarters at Wilmington, and made immediate prepara-

tions to oppose the march of the enemy, he having been informed, by scouts, of their arrival

at the head of Elk. The Pennsylvania and Delaware militia—the former under General

Armstrono-, the latter under General Rodney—were ordered to press forward to the head

of Burgoyne, then pressing forward toward the Hudson from Canada. He immediately sent a message to

Sir Henry CUnton, who was left in command at New York, to act in conjunction with Burgoyne, if cir-

cumstances should permit. The result we have considered.

1 Manuscript letter from General Agnew to his wife, dated " Camp on the River Elk, August 30th,

1777." In this epistle he wrote, "I have not had the happiness to receive any letter since the one which

brought me the plan of a house, in which I trust in God yet to pass many, many happy years in the society

of my worthy Betty and the two dear children, as the best and true real reward for all we have undergone."

Alas ! five weeks afterward he was slain in the battle at Germantown, and wife and children saw him no

more.
2 This is a view of the southerly front of the meetmg-house. The building is very substantially built o!

stone. Much of it is serpentine, which abounds in that region, and of which several houses are constructed.

I was informed that the stains made by the blood of the wounded carried in there at the time of the battle

are yet visible upon the floor. The Hicksite party hold present possession of the house ;
the Orthodox

have built a place of worship near.
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Encampment on Red Clay Neck. Howe's Proclamation. Retreat of the Americans across the Brandywine.

of Elk, and to secure the stores deposited there. In this, however, they failed, for, before

their arrival, the British army had debarked, and all the stores, among which was a large

quantity of salt," fell into their hands. Generals Greene and Weeden thoroughly reconnoi-

tered the country between Wilmington and the Elk ; and Washington himself rode through

August 26, heavy rains to the head of that river, to make personal observations. An eligi-

^''^''-
ble place was selected by Greene for the American army to encamp, within six

miles of Howe's position on Gray's Hill ; but, before information of the selection reached

Washington, it had been determined in a council of war to take a position on Red Clay

Neck, about half way between Wilmington and Christiana, with the left of the army on

Christiana Creek, and the right extending toward Chad's Ford, upon the Brandywine.

Greene's sagacity foresaw the hazard of the chosen position, and he expressed his opinion

that the Americans must abandon it on the approach of the enemy. The sequel proved the

correctness of his opinion.

Distressed for want of horses, hemmed in by strong parties of the American militia, and

almost daily annoyed by the attacks of Captain Henry Lee's and other smaller detachments

of cavalry upon his pickets, Howe did not move forward until the 3d of September. On
the 27th of August he issued a proclamation to the people, assuring them that he did not

come to make war upon the peaceable, but to put down the rebellious ; that private prop-

erty should be respected ; that their persons should be secure, and that pardon should be

extended to all who should return to their allegiance, and surrender themselves to any de-

tachment of the royal forces within a specified time. But the people of Lower Pennsylvania

had heard of the falsity of professions put forth in his proclamation to the inhabitants of New
Jersey the year previous, and his " Declaration," as he termed it, produced very little efiect

in his favor. The people had learned to suspect the flattering words of British officials,

whether in Parliament or in the camp, and, instead of " remaining quietly in their houses,"

they flocked to the standard of the patriots, and annoyed the common enemy on every side.

The advance of the royal forces toward the Brandywine was marked by a series of skir-

mishes, in which the Americans made a number of prisoners.'

Cornwall is, with Knyphausen, at the head of one division of the royal army, moved for-

ward and encamped above Pencander, where a brief but severe skirmish ensued

l)etween the enemy and Maxwell's regiment of foot, formed in ambuscade, in

which the patriots lost forty in killed and wounded. The loss of the enemy was somewhat

less. On the 8th, General Grant, having rejoined the army with the tents, baggage, and

stores, the British ,raoved forward by way of Newark, and took* post within four miles of

the right of the American encampment, extending their left far up into the country. A
strong column made a feint of attacking the American front, and, after some menacing ma-

neuvering, halted at Milltown, within tw^o miles of the center of the Americans. Wash-
ington, believing it to be the design of Howe to turn the American right, cross the Brandy-

wine, cut ofl' their communication with Philadelphia, and thus hem them in, upon a tongue

of land, between the British fleet and army, saw at once the peril of his position, and, pur-

suant to Greene's prediction, broke up his encampment, and crossed the Brandywine at

September, Chad's Ford, at about two o'clock on the morning of the 9th. On the same
1777. evening, the British marched forward in two columns. Knyphausen, with the

left, encamped at New Garden and Kennet Square ; Cornwallis, with the right, was posted

below, at Hockhesson meeting-house.' On the following morning the two divisions met at

' Salt was a scarce, yet indispensable article during the war. In his official dispatch, dated August

25th, 1777, Washington, alluding to the efforts to save the stores, wrote, "Among others, there is a con-

siderable parcel of salt. Every attempt will be made to save that." During the winter encampment at

Morristown in 1780, salt was eight dollars a bushel, and it was difficult to procure it even at that price.

"^ On the 28th of August the Americans took between thirty and i'orty prisoners
;
and, on that evening,

twelve deserters from the British navy and eight from the army came into camp. On the 29th, Captain

Lee took twenty-nine prisoners.

^ The column of Cornwallis was composed of two battalions of grenadiers, two of light infantrj', the Hes-

sian grenadiers, part of the seventy-first regiment, and two British brigades; in all about 13,000 men.
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Approach of the British to the Brandywine. The Fords of that Stream. Plan of the Battle.

Kennet Square, and at evening advanced to within a mile of Welsh's tavern, then a public
house of considerable note, three miles east of Kennet.'

Knyphausen's division consisted of two British brigades, the residue of the Hessians, and Wemys's corps of

Rangers
;

in all about 5000.
' This tavern, and also the Kennet (Quaker) meeting-house, still exist. The reader will better under-

stand the position of places, as well as the movement of the armies, by reference to the above map. Kennet
Square, a small village, is about seven miles west of the Brandywine, upon the high road from Chad's
Ford. Welsh's tavern is about three miles east of the Square, and half a mile beyond is the Kennet meet-
ing-house and grave-yard, noted on the map. The several fords on the Brandywine, mentioned in the
narrative, were located as follows : First above Brandywine village was Pyles's Ford ; the next was Chad's
Ford : one mile above was Brinton's ; two miles above this was Jones's, on the Street road, and Wistar's

(now Shunk's), about a mile above Jones's. These were below the forks of the creek. On the north
branch was Buffington's (now Brinton's), Jefferis's, six miles above Chad's Ford, and Taylor's Ford, about
half a mile higher, whei-e the old Lancaster road crossed. On the west branch was Trimble's Ford, about
a mile above the forks, and five miles from the British encampment near Welsh's tavern.—See Bowen and
Futhey's Sketch of the Battle of Brandyioine, explained below.

Explanation of the Map.—This plan, alluded to on page 374, note 3, was carefully drawn, from those
surveys, by Edward Armstrong, Esq., the recording secretary of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania,
and published by that association. A A, denote the column under the command of Lord Cornwallis, after

having crossed the forks of the Brandywine. C, two squadrons of dragoons, which were not employed in the
action. E E, the first general attack of the enemy's guards and grenadiers. F, Deborre's brigade, on the

right, forced by the enemy. G, G, the British and Hessian grenadiers entangled in a wood. H H, march
of the enemy toward and beyond Dilworth. The position of the Americans when the battle commenced
is named on the plan. \, indicates the ravine or defile where Greene checked the enemy until night No.
28 denotes the site of a blacksmith's shop which stood near the defile, but now destroyed.

11. Bb
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Position of the American Army on the Brandywine. Movement of the British. Localities of the Battle-ground.

On the morning of the 11 th of September, the day of the battle on the Brandywine, the

main strength of the American army was posted on the heights east of Chad's Ford, and
commanding that passage of the creek. The brigades of Muhlenberg and Weeden, which
composed Greene's division, occupied a position directly east of the ford ; Wayne's division

and Proctor's artillery (o o o on the map) were posted upon the brow of an eminence near
Chad's house (printed on page 386), immediately above the ford ; and the brigades of Sul-

livan, Stirling, and Stephen, which formed the right wing, extended some distance up the

river, on the left of the main body. At Pyles's Ford, two miles below. General Armstrong
was posted with one thousand Pennsylvania militia, to guard that pass. General Maxwell,
with about one thousand light troops, took post on the heights upon the west side of the

river, about a mile from Chad's Ford, to dispute that passage.

September 11, At daybreak, the column under Cornwallis moved along the Lancaster road,
i7'?7. which, for several miles, ran nearly parallel with the Brandywine. General

Howe was with this division. Knyphausen and his command moved forward at nine o'clock.

A dense fog enshrouded the country, and the scouting parties of both armies often came in

close contact before they were aware of their proximity. From behind the walls of the

grave-yard of the Kennet meeting-house, and also of houses, trees, and clumps of bushes, par-

a a, indicates the column under Knyphausen, in march from Kennet meeting-house toward Chad's Ford.
6 6, the heights and woods occupied by Maxwell and his troops, d, British riflemen behind a house, sup-
ported by one hundred men from Stern's brigade, e, the Queen's Rangers pursuing Maxwell, when he
was driven from the woods, /. Near h, which denotes a valley, were four pieces of cannon, with the forty-

ninth regiment, to support the attack of the advanced troops, who crossed the ford in the afternoon, under
the fire of Wayne's batteries at m m. n, position of Knyphausen's column from half after ten in the morn-
ing until he crossed the river, o o o, the position of Wayne's troops near Chad's house, q, march of the
enemy to the ford, in the face of a cannonade from Wayne's batteries. Chad's Ford is named on the map.
The position of the Americans is seen on the Chester road, a little to the left of Rocky Hill. Knyphausen
took position at u, where he remained during the night after the battle.

The following references, taken from Boweu
and Futhey's map, show the names of the occu-

pants of houses in the vicinity when the battle

occurred, and also the names of the occupants

in 1846, two years before I visited the ground :

1. George Strode's, now Jonathan Paxson's.

2, now Dr. A. L. Elwyn's. 4. Widow Susannah
Davis's, the site now occupied by the house of

Aaron Sharpless. 5. Widow of John Davis, not

standing. 6. Widow of James Davis, now occu-

pied by Hibbert Davis. 7. William Jones, now
Bunton Jones, his grandson. 8. Isaac Davis's,

now Abraham Darlington's. 9. John Wood-
ward's, not standing. 10. Richard Evanson's,

now Lewis Brinton's. 11. Supposed to have
pin. It was owned by Israel Gilpin

when Howe had possession of it. 19.

John Henderson, near Harlan Webb's
house. 21. Gideon Gilpin's, now
William Painter's

; the head-quarters

of La Fayette. t 22. Benjamin Ring's,

now Joseph P. Harvey's ; Washing-
ton's head - quarters. 23. William
Harvey's, not standing,

tavern, now in ruins.

Chad's, still standing,

not standing.

Howe s Head quabtfks '

been J. Bolton's, not standing. 12.

Isaac Garrett's, not standing. 13.

Abraham Darlington's, now Clement
Biddle's. 14. John Bennett's, not

standing. 15. Edward Brinton, now
Edward B. Darlington. 16. George
Brinton's, now Ziba Darlington's

;

built in 1704. Howe's head-quarters,

given above, are denoted on the map
by a parallelogram upon the left of the

New Road, near the right-hand cor-

ner of the map. The house is in the

present possession of George F. Gil-

24. Davis's

25. John

26. Amos's,

La Fayette's Quarters.

* This house is situated upon a new road, one mile south-southwest of Dilworth. This view is from the field in front.
t There is some doubt about La Fayette having occupied this house. De Chastellux, who, in 1780, visited the battle-ground

in company with La Fayette, says, " M. De La Fayette, attended by the other travelers, went further on to ask for quarters at
a Quaker's called Benjamin Ring, nt whose house he lodged with General Washington the night before the battle."— Travels in Amer-
ica, i., 237. This building is about a mile and a half east of Chad's Ford.
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Skirmishing on the March toward the Brandywine. Engagement near Chad's Ford. Skirmishing on the Brandywine.

ties of militia kept up an annoying fire upon the advancing enemy. Knyphausen, however,

pushed forward toward Chad's Ford. He sent a strong advance party to dislodge Maxwell.

They met at about ten o'clock, and a severe engagement ensued. Maxwell was driven

back to the verge of the stream at the ford, where he was re-enforced. Turning upon his

pursuers, he made a furious charge. The ranks of the enemy were thrown into confusion,

and fell back upon Knyphausen's main column. Unable to cope with Maxwell in open

battle without bringing a larger force into action, Knyphausen sent a detachment through

the woods to make an attack upon his flank. Perceiving this movement, Maxwell retreated

across the stream, leaving the whole west bank of the Brandywine in possession of the enemy.'

Knyphausen now brought forward his ordnance, and from the brow of the hill upon the

west side of the stream he kept up a strong cannonade upon the Americans, without at-

tempting to cross. The fire was returned with spirit by Proctor's artillery. Knyphausen

did not cross the Brandywine, because he was instructed by Howe to amuse the Americans

^t;

O'i^^ ^#

^^^^'^^^^^^^^^^^'J^'-^-^'-
~ ^ ? V ^

lifrVt--

View at Chad's Fobd.'

with feigned efl"orts to make the passage of the ford, until Cornwallis should cross above,

and gain the right and rear of the patriots. This accomplished, Knyphausen was directed

to push across Chad's Ford, when the two divisions of the royal army would make a simul-

taneous attack. During these maneuvers of Knyphausen, several detachments of the Amer-

icans crossed the river, and boldly attacked his flanking parties and those who were laboring

to throw up intrenchments. Captains Porterfield and Waggoner having secured a footing

on the western side, General Maxwell recrossed the stream with a considerable force, drove

the enemy from the ground, killed about thirty men, and seized a quantity of intrenching

tools, with which they were constructing a battery. Knyphausen sent an overwhelming

force against them, which soon drove the Americans back to their lines on the east side of

the river.

General Sullivan, who commanded the right wing of the Americans, was ordered to guard

the fords as high up as Buffington's, just, above the forks of the Brandywine. He sent

' The loss of the enemy in this engagement was estimated at about three hundred ;
that of the Ameri-

cans was trifling.

2 This view is from the east bank of the Brandywine, looking southwest. The ford was about ten rods

above the present bridge. Its place is indicated in the picture by the hollow in front of the tree on the ex-

treme left. The wooded height seen on the opposite side of the river is the place where Knyphausen's

artillery was planted.
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Sullivan deceived by conflicting Intelligence. Washington's Suspense. Passage of the Brandywine by the British Army.

scouting parties in various directions to observe the movements of the enemy. Colonel Mo-

ses Hazen' was stationed with a considerable force at Jones's Ford. Between nine and ten

in the morning, Colonel Theodoric Bland,* with some light horse, crossed the
ep em er

. grandywine at Jones's Ford, and discovered a portion of Cornwallis's division

marching toward the west branch, at Trimble's Ford. Bland dispatched a messenger to

Sullivan with the information, which was confirmed by another dispatch from Colonel Ross

(dated at " Great Valley road at eleven o'clock"), who was in the rear of Cornwallis's divi-

sion, informing Sullivan that " five thousand men, with sixteen or eighteen field-pieces, were

on the march for Taylor's and Jefieris's Fords." Similar intelligence was sent by Colonel

Hazen. These accounts reached Washington, from Sullivan, between eleven and twelve

o'clock. The commander-in-chief immediately ordered Sullivan to pass the Brandywine and

attack Cornwallis, while he, with the main division, crossed, and engaged Knyphausen at

Chad's Ford. General Greene, of Washington's division, was ordered to cross the river

above the ford and gain Knyphausen's rear. Before these several movements could be ex-

ecuted, counter intelligence was received by Sullivan from Major Spear of the militia, posted

upon the forks of the Brandywine, who informed him that there was no appearance of an

enemy in that quarter. Spear's information was confirmed by Sergeant Tucker, who had

been sent out in that direction expressly to gain information. Relying upon this intelligence,

Sullivan halted. He dispatched a messenger to Washington with the information, and the

meditated attack upon the enemy at Chad's Ford was abandoned. Greene, who had crossed

with his advanced guard, was recalled.

While Washington was thus kept in suspense by conflicting intelligence, Cornwallis gained

his coveted advantage. He made a circuitous march of seventeen miles, keeping beyond

the American patrols, crossed the west branch of the Brandywine at Trimble's Ford, and

the east branch at Jefferis's, and gained the heights near the Birmingham meeting-house,

within two miles of Sullivan's right flank, before that general was certain that Howe and

Cornwallis had left Kennet Square I This apparent want of vigilance on the part of his

patrols drew upon Sullivan the severest censure of the public. Already the failure of an

expedition against British posts on Staten Island,^ under his general command, had biased

public opinion against him ; and Congress, wherein Sullivan had several active enemies,

had directed General Washington to appoint a court to investigate the matter. The dis-

' Moses Hazen was appointed colonel of a second Canadian regiment in 1775. He commanded at Mont-

real for a short time. Afterward he was appointed col-

onel of a regiment called Congress''s Own. He was in

y^^X?^ l,y^y^J'^^.^''^ ^^ battles of Germantown and Brandywine. Having

(y fx:>^ ^/ /^^V^<^-v^'^~^ charge of prisoners in Pennsylvania, he was ordered to

designate, b}' lot, a British officer for retaliation in the

case of Hnddy, mentioned on page 366. He died at Troy, New York, January 30, 1802, aged 69 years.

^ Theodoric Bland was a native of Virginia. He was prepared by study for the medical profession, but

abandoned it for the field when the Revolution commenced. He was among the earliest active opposers

of Dunmore in Virginia. After distinguishing himself as a leader among the volunteers, he joined the reg-

ular army, and soon rose to the rank of colonel of dragoons. He was a vigilant and energetic officer. In

1779, he was appointed to the command of the " convention troops" (as those of Burgoyne's captured army
were called), at Charlottesville, in Virginia, where he continued till the autumn of 1780, when he was
elected a delegate in Congress.

He held a seat in that body un-

til the close of the war. He /—~~ j/^^^^ r ^ ^<^ ^^^ .^^ >^ 'V/ m ^<^~,
was then chosen a member of "^ '—^ ^-^ -^^ /^^ y^^^y ,^^^<^ ^^N (/ --^S-^

the Legislature of Virginia, and

in that body he opposed the rat-

ification of the Federal Constitution. When adopted, he patriotically gave it his

firm support, and was chosen to represent his district in the first Congress under
that instrument. While attending the session in New York, he was seized with illness, and expired on the

1st of June, 1790, at the age of forty-eight. Colonel Bland was a soldier, legislator, and poet. His pa-

pers were collected and published a few years since, and are interesting mementoes of the war.
* This expedition will be noticed in detail hereafter. I have briefly referred to it on page 262, in con-

nection with a notice of the political influence of the Quakers during the war.
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Forming of the Lines for Battle. Conduct of Deborre. Commencement of the Battle. Skill and Courage of the Belligerents.

asters which occurred on the Brandywine were charged to Sullivan's want of vigilance, en-

ergy, and skill, and he was held responsible for the defeat of our troops.' Even his honor-

able acquittal, by a court martial, subsequently, did not altogether remove from the public

mind a distrust of his ability as a general officer.

When Sullivan was assured, by a note from Colonel Bland, dated at " quarter past one

o'clock," that the enemy were in great force on Osborne's Hill, a little to the right of the

Birmingham meeting-house, he dispatched a messenger to Washington with the intelligence,*

and marched immediately to oppose the enemy. His division consisted of his own, Stir-

ling's, and Stephen's brigades. Upon the gentle slopes near the Birmingham meeting-house

he began to form his line for battle, his left extending toward the Brandywine. It was an

advantageous position, for both flanks were covered by thick woods ; but, in consequence of

the delay in waiting the return of the messenger with orders from the commander-in-chief,

the rough and broken character of the ground, and the time occupied by Sullivan in making

a wide circuit in bringing his brigade to its assigned place in the line,^ he was not fully

prepared for action when the refreshed and well-formed battalions of the enemy, under Corn-

wallis, came sweeping on from Osborne's Hill,'' and commenced a furious attack. The ad-

vanced guard were German troops. On arriving at the Street road, they were fired upon

by a company of Americans stationed in an orchard north of Samuel Jones's brick dwelling-

house. The Hessians returned the fire, and the action soon became general. The artillery

of both armies opened with terrible effect ; and while the Americans maintained their po-

sition, the carnage was great. The most indomitable courage was displayed, and, for a

while, the result was doubtful. The Americans, many of them unskillful militia, repelled

charge after charge of the well-disciplined infantry, chasseurs, grenadiers, and guards of the

enemy, until overwhelming numbers obliged them to yield. The right wing of the Amer-

icans, under General Deborre, first gave way, and the left, under Sullivan, soon followed.

The latter officer used every exertion to rally the flying troops, but in vain. In broken

fragments they fled over the fields toward the main division of the army at Chad's Ford.

The center division (Stirling's brigade), in which was General Conway, with eight hundred

men, yet remained firm as a rock in the midst of the wild ocean of carnage. To this divi-

^ Three days after the battle on the Brandywine (September 14th), Mr. Burke, a delegate in Congress,

made specific charges against Sullivan. On the strength of these charges, Congress voted that Sullivan

should be recalled from the army tfll an inquiry should be made into his conduct. The recall was sus-

pended at the earnest solicitation of Washington, who knew the falsity of the charges, the worth of Sulli-

van, and the immediate wants of the army ; there being a lack of general officers, in consequence of Lin-

coln, Arnold, and others, having been sent to the northern army.
^ Tradition says that Thomas Cheyney, a resident Whig, gave Washington the first intelligence of the

approach of the enemy. He was alone, on a spirited mare, reconnoitering, and came suddenly upon the

British. They fired upon him, but he escaped to the quarters of Washington. The chief doubted the

truth of his intelligence at first ; but the solemn assurances of Cheyney that it was correct—an assurance

backed by an oath—made Washington believe him. Sullivan's note soon removed all doubt. Cheyney

was an active spy while the American army was in the vicinity of the Delaware, and often suffered much

from the Tories.
* A dissension at this time existed respecting the post of honor, on the extreme right of the line. Gen-

eral Deborre, a French officer who had lately joined the army, claimed this post, an honor which Sullivan

would not yield. Perceiving his orders disobeyed, and Deborre pertinaciously insisting upon taking the

right, Sullivan made a circuitous march for the purpose of outreaching him, and was, consequently, late

upon the field. His brigade was not formed for action when the conflict commenced. Sullivan did not ac-

complish his purpose, and Deborre obtained his coveted position on the right. His brigade was the first

to give way in the action. For his conduct on this occasion, and also in the expedition against Staten Isl-

and, Congress voted an inquiry. Deborre was offended, and resigned his commission. Having made him-

self very unpopular in the army, Congress readily accepted his resignation. He was an ofliicer of thirty-

iive years' service in Europe, but was totally unfit to command American troops.

* Osborne's Hill is an eminence extending eastward from the Brandywine, and crossing the road from

JefTeris's Ford, about a mile and a quarter above the Birmingham meeting-house. The British, under Corn-

wallis, halted and divided on the north side of Osborne's Hill, between two and three o'clock in the after-

noon. It was at this time that the two armies first discovered each other, and prepared for action. The

British army advanced over and down the south side of the hill (according to the narrative of Joseph Towa-

send, an eye-witness), across the lands of James Carver, now (1848) occupied by his nephew, James Forsyth.
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Effects of the British Artillery. Retreat of the Americans. March of Greene to their Support. La Fayette wounded.

sion Sullivan now attached himself, and, with Stirling and La Fayette, engaged personally

in the hottest of the battle. To this point Cornwallis directed his energies. His artillery

made dreadful breaches in their ranks, and strewed the earth with the slain." Pvesistance

was vain, and, when hope no longer encouraged the contending patriots of the center, they,

too, wheeled, and joined their comrades in their flight. Two of Sullivan's aids were killed
;

and La Fayette, who had leaped from his horse, and, sword in hand, was endeavoring to

rally the yielding patriots, was wounded in the leg by a musket-ball, and fell. Gimat, his

aid, helped him on a horse, and he escaped.' Despair seized the troops, and every efibrt to

rally them was, for a time, vain. They fled to the woods in the rear, pursued by the vic-

torious enemy. Some of them were rallied half a mile northward of Dilworth, and a brief

encounter ensued between the fugitives and the pursuing party of the left wing of the ene-

my. The conflict was short, and the Americans again fled. The British right wing got

entangled in the woods, and did not participate in the subsequent engagement, when Greene

checked the pursuers.

On receiving intelligence of the approach of the British,Washington, with Greene's divi-

sion of Virginians and Pennsylvanians, pushed forward to the support of Sullivan, leaving

General Wayne at Chad's Ford to oppose the passage of Knyphausen. When the first

cannon-peals from the Birmingham meeting-house broke over the country, Greene pressed

forward to the support of the right wing. His first brigade, under General Weedon,' took

the lead, and so rapid was their march that they traveled four miles in forty minutes.' Be-

tween Dilworth and the meeting-house they met the flying Americans, closely pursued by

the British. Greene, by a skillful movement, opened his ranks and received the fugitives,

then, closing them again, he covered their retreat and checked the pursuers by a continual

' The place where the hottest of the conflict occurred was between the Birmingham meeting-house and

the present dwellings of Messrs. Hibbert Davis and Brinton Jones. Many were killed near the meeting-

house ; and, on the day after the battle, several bodies were found south of the meeting-house, doubtless

.slain in the retreat. The meeting-house was taken possession of by General Howe, and used as an hospi-

tal. Several officers who died there were buried in the grave-yard, on the north side of the building. A
popular tradition asserts that Earl Percy, the officer who commanded the retreat from Lexington, was

killed in this engagement, and that he had a presentiment of his death on this occasion, Even the place

where he was said to be buried, near the entrance gate to the grave-yard of the Birmingham meeting-

house, was pointed out to me. This is not correct. The earl (who was afterward Duke of Northumber-

land) left America previous to this battle. He died in England at the age of ninety-four, on the 10th of

July, 1817.
- The bullet passed quite through his leg. He met a surgeon in the rear, who put a slight bandage

around his leg, and he rode to Chester. The soldiers were retreating, in a straggling manner, in that di-

rection ; and La Fayette placed a guard near the bridge, at the entrance of the village, with orders to stop

all the retreating soldiers at that place. His wound was then dressed, and the next morning he was con-

veyed to Philadelphia, from whence, after a few days, he proceeded to Bristol. When Henry Laurens was

on his way to York, he took the route through Bristol, and conveyed La Fayette in his carriage to Bethle-

hem, where he received the kind attentions of the Moravians. There he remained about two months, till

his wound was sufficiently healed to enable him to join the army. Laurens's kindness was long remem-

bered. When, subsequently, he became a prisoner in the Tower of London, the Marchioness De La Fay-

ette wrote a touching letter in his behalf to the Count De Vergennes, soliciting the aid of the French court

in procurins the release of Laurens.—Sparks's Washington, v., 456.

=* George" Weedon was a native of Virginia, and was an inn-keeper at Fredericksburg before the war.*

We find his name first connected with niilitary affairs, in a letter to Colonel Washington, in April, 1775,

informing him that the Independent Company of Fredericksburg were determined, with his approbation, to

march to^Williamsburg, on account of the removal of powder from the magazine by order of Governor Dun-

more. This letter was signed by himself, Hugh Mercer, Alexander Spottswood, and John Willis. He

joined the Continental army in the course of the^summer, and in February, 1777, he received from Congress

a commission as brigadier. He was in the battles at Brandywine and Germantown. In consequence of

some dissatisfaction about rank, he left the service while the army was at Valley Forge. He resumed the

command of a brigade in 1780, and commanded the Virginia militia at Gloucester, during the siege of

Yorktown, in October, 1781. From that time he was not engaged in active service in the field. I have

met with no account of his subsequent career and death. '' Gordon, li., 225.

* Dr. J. F. D. Smyth, an English traveler in America, in giving an account of Fredericksburg, says, "I put up at the inn kept

liy one Weedon. who was afterward a general officer in the American army, and was then very active and zealous m blowiny

the flames of sedition."
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The British checked by Greene. Knyphausen preparing to cross the Brandywine. General Muhlenberg.

fire of artillery. At a narrow defile about a mile from the meeting-house, in the direction

of Chester, flanked on each side by woods, he changed his front, faced the enemy, and kept

them at bay while the retreating party rested

and formed in his rear. Greene defended this

pass with great skill and bravery until twi-

light, when the pursuers encamped for the

night. In this defense the brigades of Weed-

on and Muhlenberg were greatly distinguish-

ed, particularly the tenth Virginia regiment,

under Colonel Stevens, and a Pennsylvania

regiment, under Colonel Stewart.

We have observed that the plan of the en-

emy was to attack the Americans front and

rear at the same time, by Cornwallis gaining

the right flank of the patriots, and Knyphau-

sen crossing the Brandywine at Chad's Ford.

The firing of heavy guns on the American

right was to be the signal for the German

general to ford the stream. When the firing

commenced at the Birmingham meeting-house,

Knyphausen observed the departure of Greene's

division, and the consequent weakening of the de-

fense of the passage of the river. He immedi-

ately made a proper disposition of his troops for

crossing. Wayne was on the alert, and, the mo-

ment Knyphausen's forces moved forward, he

' John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg was born in the village of Trappe, MoTitgomery county, Penn-

sylvania, on the 1st of October, 1746. He was the son of Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg, D.D., the founder

of the Lutheran Church in America ;
and his mother was the daughter of Conrad Weiser, a celebrated offi-

cer and Indian agent in Pennsylvania. Peter, his eldest born, was dedicated in infancy to the Church, and

he was educated for the ministry, partly in this country and partly in Europe. He was ordained a minis-

ter in 1768, and commenced his labors in Western New Jersey the following year. He was married to

Anna Barbara Meyer in 1770. In order to take charge of a congregation in Virginia, to which he had

been called, he went to London in 1772, to receive ordination from an English bishop. Mr. White (after-

ward Bishop White, of Pennsylvania) was ordained at the same time (the 23d of April, 1772) by the Bishop

of London. In his journal Mr. Muhlenberg states that, before their return to America, he and Mr. White

attended the theater to see the performance of Garrick, then in the height of his career as an actor. Re-

turning to America, he assumed ministerial duties at Woodstock, in Virginia, where he soon became a lead-

ing spirit among those who opposed British oppression. In 1774, he was chairman of the committee of

safety in his county, and was also elected a member of the House of Burgesses. At the close of 1775, he

was elected colonel of a Virginia regiment, and laid aside his pastoral character. In concluding his fare-

well sermon, he said, that, in the language of Holy Writ, " there was a time for all things ; a time to

preach, and a time to pray, but those times had passed away;" and then, in a voice that echoed like a

trumpet-blast through the church, he said, " that there was a time to fight, and that time had now come !"

Then, laying aside his sacerdotal gown, he stood before his flock in the full regimental dress of a Virginia

colonel. He ordered the drums to be beaten at the church door for recruits; and almost his entire male

audience capable of bearing arms joined his standard. Nearly three hundred men enlisted under his ban-

ner on that day. He was in the battle at Charleston in 1776, and served with fidelity in the Southern

campaign that year. Congress promoted him to the rank of brigadier general in February, 1777, and he

was ordered to take charge of all the Continental troops of the Virginia line in that state. He joined the

army under Washington, at Middlebrook, in May following, and was with the chief in all his movements
until 1779, including the battles of Brandywine and Germantown, the sufl^erings at Whitemarsh and Valley

Forge, the conflict on the plains of Monmouth, and the capture of Stony Point. At the close of that year

he was directed to take command of the troops in Virginia, where he was very active until the attack of

Cornwallis at Yorktown. In that battle and victory General Muhlenberg participated. At the close of the

war, he was elevated to the rank of major general. He removed to Pennsylvania, and in various civil ca-

pacities served that state. He was a member of the third Federal Congress, and in 1801 was elected a

United States senator. The same year he was appointed supervisor of the internal revenue of Pennsylvania,

and in 1802 was made collector of the port of Philadelphia. He remained in that office until his death,
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opened upon him a heavy fire of artillery from his intrenchments and the battery near

Chad's house. Although in no condition to oppose nearly one half of the British army, he

stood firm at first, and gallantly confronted the heavy and steadily progressing columns.

But, on receiving intelligence of the defeat of Sullivan at Birmingham meeting-house, and

discovering that a considerable force of the enemy, who had penetrated the woods, were

coming out upon his flank, Wayne ordered a retreat. This was accomplished in great dis-

order, leaving his artillery and munitions of war in the hands of Knyphausen. They re-

treated, in broken columns and confused fragments, behind the division of General Greene,

then gallantly defending the pass near Dilworth, and joined the other defeated troops. The

approach of night ended the whole conflict. The Americans retreated to Chester that night,

where they rendezvoused, and the next day marched toward Philadelphia, and encamped

near Germantown. General Armstrong, who was stationed at Pyles's Ford, had no oppor-

tunity to engage in the action. The British remained upon the field, near Dilworth, Howe

taking up his quarters at Gilpin's, a few miles from Chad's Ford.'

Military men, when considering the battle of Brandy wine, have questioned the judgment

of Washington in incurring the great risk incident to a disparity in numbers and discipline.

The numbers engaged in the action have never been accurately ascertained. The British

effective force, on the day of the battle, was probably not less than seventeen thousand men,

while that of the Americans did not exceed eleven thousand, and many of these were raw

militia. Washington was aware of the expectations of Congress and the whole country,

and wisely considered that a defeat in battle would be less depressing upon the minds of the

soldiers and the people, than permitting the enemy to march, without opposition, to the cap-

ture of Philadelphia, then the political metropolis of America. Influenced by these consid-

erations, he resolved to fight the enemy ; and had not conflicting intelligence perplexed and

thwarted him in his plans, it is probable that victory would have crowned the American

army. The result was disastrous, and many noble patriots slept their last sleep upon the

battle-field that nisht.''

which occurred at his country seat, near Philadelphia, on the 1st of October (his birth-day), 1807, at the

age of sixty-one years. His grave is near the village church where he was baptized, and a simple monu-

ment bears this inscription: "Sacred to the memory of General Peter Muhlenberg, born October 1st,

1746 ;
died October 1st, 1807. He was brave in the field, faithful in the cabinet, honorable in all his trans-

actions, a sincere friend, and an honest man."

The portrait here given is copied, by permission of the author, from an engraving in the Life of Peter

Muhlenberg, by his grandson, Henry A. Muhlenberg. Esq., from which I compiled this brief memoir.

' In M. Hilliard d'Auberteuil's work, in French, published in 1782, entitled "Essais Htstoriques et Poli-

tique sur la Revolution de VAmerique Septentrionalc,''' there is a touching story of a scene which occurred

near the Brandywine, after the battle. It is in substance as follows : A beautiful girl, named Molly Har-

vey, loved a young patriot soldier by the name of Seymour. Her father was wealthy; the young man was

poor. They were not allowed to marry ; and young Seymour, determined to distinguish himself, went to

South Carolina, and was in the severe battle at Sullivan's Island. He afterward joined the army under

Washington, and commanded a company in the battle on the Brandywine. After the battle he obtained

leave of absence for three days, and repaired to the house of Harvey, near by. The parents consented to

the marriage, and the nuptials were celebrated. The friends of the parties were assembled under the trees,

enjoying the festivity, when two soldiers from the British army approached, and attempted to make Sey-

mour their prisoner. A contest ensued, in which the bride was killed by a bayonet-thrust. The day of

her marriage was the day of her death. Accompanying the story is a beautiful engraving, representing

the sad spectacle.

' The number of the killed and wounded in the several engagements on the 11th is not known. Wash-

ington was unable to make a return of the American loss on account of the confusion which followed the

defeat, many of the militia companies being thinned by desertion ;
and Howe's estimates were only conjec-

tural. General Greene estimated the loss of the Americans in killed, wounded, and prisoners, at about

1200 ; that of the royal army nearly 800. Howe reported his loss at 90 killed, 488 wounded, and six miss-

ing. He also stated the loss of the Americans at 300 killed, 600 wounded, and 400 taken prisoners
;
about

the number estimated by Greene. The Americans also lost ten small field-pieces, and a howitzer. Many

French officers were engaged in the action. The Baron De St. Ouary, serving as a volunteer, was taken

prisoner. Captain Louis de Fleury, the hero of Stony Point, had a horse killed under him. His bravery

commanded the admiration of Washington. Two days after the battle. Congress ordered another horse to

be presented to De Fleurj'.
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Washington again made Dictator. Attempt to attack the British Army. Du Coudray. Patriotism of the Israels.

Congress was not dismayed by the disaster on the Brandywine, but were nerved to new
exertions. They resolved to exert their whole power in strengthening the army in the vi-

cinity, and for that purpose Washington was directed to order fifteen hundred troops of Put-

nam's division, on the Hudson, to march immediately to the Delaware, while the militia of

Pennsylvania and the adjoining states were summoned to join the army. Anticipating the

necessity of leaving Philadelphia, and, perhaps, of a temporary speedy dissolution. Congress

voted to enlarge the powers of Washington, and he was partially reinvested with the dic-

tatorial character, first conferred upon him before the attack on the enemy at Trenton in

1776.' Nor was Washington himself dispirited. Allowing his troops one day for rest and

refreshments at Germantown, he recrossed the Schuylkill,^ for the purpose of September 15,

giving the enemy battle even upon the field of his late defeat, if his camp yet
^'"^•

remained there. He took the Lancaster road, and the next day met the enemy not far from

the Warren tavern, about twenty miles from Philadelphia. Howe had left his

encampment near the Brandywine, and was on his way to Goshen (West Ches-

ter) when he heard of the approach of the Americans.^ By a quick maneuver, he gained

The day after the battle, Howe wrote to Washington, informing him that the M'ounded Americans were
so numerous that his surgeons could not attend to them, and ofTering to receive any surgeons the American
chief might send. Doctors Rush, Leiper, Latimer, and Willet, with their attendants, were sent back to

take care of them.
' The following is a copy of the resolution : ^''Resolved, That General Washington be authorized and di-

rected to suspend all officers who misbehave, and to fill up all vacancies in the American army under the

rank of brigadiers, until the pleasure of Congress shall be communicated ; to take, wherever he may be, all

such provisions and other articles as may be necessary for the comfortable subsistence of the army under

his command, paying or giving certificates for the same ; to remove and secure, for the benefit of the own-
ers, all goods and effects which may be serviceable to the enemy

;
provided that the powers hereby vested

shall be exercised only in such parts of these States as may be within the circumference of seventy miles

of the head-quarters of the American army, and shall continue in force for the space of sixty days, unless

sooner revoked by Congress."

—

Journals, iii., 318. The last clause was important, for there were a great

number of disafTected persons who preferred to have their property fall into the hands of the enemy, to con-

tribute to their support.

^ Monsieur Du Coudraj', a French officer, who had just obtained

permission to join the army as a volunteer, set ofT with a party of

French gentlemen to overtake Washington. Du Coudray rode a

young and spirited mare. As he entered upon a flat-bottomed

boat to cross the Schuylkill, she went out to the ex-

treme end, and into the river, with her rider on her

back. Du Coudray was drowned. Congress ordered

(September 17) his corpse to be interred at the expense of the United States, and with the honors of war.
^ The evening after the battle, a party of British were sent to Wilmington to seize Governor M'Kinley,

and secure such plunder as might fall in their way. They took the governor from his bed, and, seizing a

shallop, which was lying in the stream, laden with the valuable effects of the people, together with the pub-

lic records of the count}', a large quantify of public and private money, all the papers and certificates be-

longing to the loan and treasury offices there, with plate and jewels, returned to the camp. The whole

country was in a state of terror ; and while the victorious Britons were on their march toward Philadel-

phia, all lower Pennsylvania and Delaware were eminent for the loyalty of their inhabitants. There were,

however, noble exceptions. The patriotism of the Israels, and the bold heroism of Hannah Irwin Israel,

will never be forgotten. Israil Israel, her husband, was a member of the committee of safetj^, and of course

a marked man. Betrayed by his Tory neighbors, he and his wife's brother were made prisoners, and taken

on board the Roebuck frigate, lying in the Delaware, in sight of his house, for trial. He was treated harsh-

ly
; his bed was a coil of ropes on deck ; his food of the meanest kind. It was reported that he had de-

clared that he would sooner drive his cattle as a present to General Washington, than to receive thousands

of dollars in British gold for them. On being informed of this, the British commander ordered a detach-

ment of soldiers to go to his meadows, in full view, and seize and slaughter his cattle then feeding there.

His young wife (only nineteen years of age) saw her husband and brother takea to the frigate, and she also

saw the movement of the plunderers. She guessed their purpose when she saw the soldiers land. With

a boy eight years old, she hastened to the meadow, cast down the bars, and began driving out the cattle.

The soldiers told her to desist, and threatened to shoot her. "Fire away!" cried the heroic woman.
They fired, and the balls flew thickly but harmlessly around her. The shield of God's providence was over

her, and, though the cowardly soldiers fired several shots, not one grazed her. The cattle were all saved,

and the discomfited marauders returned to the friorate. The trial of Israel took place. A kind-hearted

sailor asked him if he was a Free-mason. He answered in the affirmative, and was informed that a Lodije
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Battle prevented. March of the Americana toward Germantown. Localities near the Brandywine.

the high ground near the White Horse tavern with a part of his army, and turned the right

flank of the Americans, while the main body advanced toward the left. Skirmishing com-

menced between the advanced guards of the two armies, and a general battle appeared about

to ensue, when a terrible storm of rain (already noticed on page 315), accompanied by heavy

thunder, broke upon the belligerents, and so injured their ammunition that they were obliged

to defer the battle. Washington found his loss of ammunition to be so great, that prudence

forbade a present engagement with the enemy. He accordingly withdrew his army, and

filed off toward Reading. Wayne, in the mean while, was hanging upon the rear of the

enemy, and suffered the defeat at Paoli. Washington retired to Yellow Springs and War-

wick, among the range of mountains which extend to Valley Forge, and passed the Schuyl-

kill at Parker's Ford. The subsequent movements of the two armies—the battles of Ger-

mantown, Red Bank, and Fort Mifflin ; the encampment at Whitemarsh and Valley Forge
;

the evacuation of Philadelphia by the enemy the following spring, and the battle of Mon-
^

mouth which ensued, have been noticed in the preceding chapter.

We will now close the chronicle, finish the sketch of the Birmingham meeting-house,

printed on page 375, and, leaving the venerated fane with its interesting associations, ride

to Dilworth to dine.

About half-way between the meeting-house and Dilworth, and one hundred rods west-

ward of the road, in a field belonging to Mr. Bennet, is the place where La Fayette was

wounded. The ground is very undulating ; in fact, the whole scene of the battle of Bran-

dywine is a broken but very fertile country, highly cultivated, and remarkable for the good

character of its inhabitants. They were chiefly Quakers during the Revolution ; and their

decendants, professing the same faith and discipline, own a large portion of the land at

present.

From Dilworth we proceeded toward Chad's Ford, by the way of Brinton's Mills. Upon

the brow of an eminence near the mills, and overlook-

ing the Brandywine, the old Brinton mansion (16 on

the map) was yet standing, a gray and moss-grown

relic of the war. In the gable toward the river is a

hole made by the passage of a cannon-ball, fired from

Knyphausen's batteries on the west side of the Bran-

dywine. About a mile below it, upon a road running

parallel with the river, is Chad's house, a small stone

building, and another relic of the Revolution. It is

upon a slope on the east side of the road. The sketch

here given was made from the highway, looking north-

east. Upon a loftier knoll, a few rods south of Chad's,

is the place where Wayne stationed Proctor with his

artillery. It was an eligible point for commanding

the passage of the ford.

Turning eastward from the road leading to the

bridge over the Brandywine at the ford, I visited the head-quarters of Washington (22 on

the map), delineated on the opposite page, then the residence of Benjamin Ring, now^ the

dwelling of Joseph P. Harvey. It is somewhat modernized, but its general aspect is the

same as when the patriot chief occupied it. Mr. Harvey gave me a grape-shot which was

plowed up on his farm a few weeks before. Hundreds of pounds of cannon-balls have been

was to be held on board the vessel that night, the officers being Masons. The trial ended, and the life of

Israel was in jeopardy. He made a manly defense before the court, and, when opportunity offered, he gave

a si<fn of the brotherhood. It was recognized ; the haughty bearing of the officers was changed to kind-

ness ; the Tory witnesses were reprimanded for seeking the harm of an honorable man; presents were

prepared for his heroic wife ; and himself and brother were sent on shore in a splendid barge, and set at

liberty. The records of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania bear testimony that Mr. Israel (who was many

years Grand Master) was saved from an ignominious death by the use of masonic signs.—See Mrs. Ellett's

Women of the Revolution^ i., 155.

Chad's House.
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The Quarters of Washington and Howe. Kennet Square. New London and Elkton.

m
£tf.^

Washington's Headquarters.

and sketched the picture on page 379-

found in the vicinity of Chad's Ford, and are now preserved by relic-seekers. From Wash-

ington's temporary residence I rode to the reputed quarters of La Fayette (21), situated a

little more than a mile east of Chad's

Ford ; and thence, up the Neio Road,

to George Gilpin's, the quarters ofHowe
.-», after the battle. From the field where

i ^ Mr. Gilpin and his sons were at work,

I made the sketch printed on page 378,

and there parting company with Mr.

Townsend, my cicerone over the battle-

ground of the Brandywine, I turned my
face toward Kennet Square, with my
back to the keen northeast wind. It

was nearly four o'clock when I reached

Chad's Ford. The clouds were deep-

ening, and every aspect of nature was

dreary. I alighted, tied my horse to a

bar-post, and, shivering with cold, stood

upon the bank of the congealing stream,

-giving it the effects of sunlight and foliage as in

pleasant summer time, after a warm supper at Kennet Square. The shadows of evening

were coming on when I crossed the Brandywine, and it was too dark to see objects clearly

when I passed the old Kennet meeting-house and Welsh's tavern, places of historic interest

upon the highway. I arrived at Kennet Square, seven miles west of the Brandywine, at

about half-past five o'clock, and passed the night at Wiley's tavern, a venerable edifice, in

which Howe had his quarters while his army was encamped in the vicinity.

I arose at daybreak, in anticipation of beholding a furious snow-storm, for the wind roared

in the spacious chimneys, and the neighboring shutters and sign-boards were beating a tat-

too. But the wind had changed to the southeast, and, though blowing with the fury of a

December tempest, it was as warm as the breath of early spring. I breakfasted early, and

departed for Elkton, twenty-four miles distant, with a prospect of receiving a drenching, for

scuds, dark and billowy, came up from the ocean upon the wings of the gale like a flock of

monster birds. I had just passed the " Hammer and Trowel" inn, a few miles from Ken-

net, when a thick mist came sweeping over the hills in the van of a tempest of wind and

rain. For more than an hour, it seemed as if the " windows of heaven were opened," and

that ^Eolus and Jupiter Pluvius were joined in merry-making upon the earth. The huge

leafless oaks in the forests swayed to and fro like the masts and spars of tempest-tossed na-

vies ; and a thousand turbid streamlets poured from the hill-sides, and made rivers of the

gentle water-courses in the vales. Tm'Icc, while passing over a lofty hill, I felt my wagon

lifted from the ground by the wind, its spacious cover acting like a parachute. The storm

ceased as suddenly as it arose, and, when I reached New London (a village of some twenty

houses), about ten miles from Kennet Square, the clouds broke, and the winds M'ere hushed.

A brilliant, mild afternoon made the ride from New London to Elkton a delightful one,

and fully compensated for the suffering of the morning. The country is hilly, until within

a few miles of the head of the Elk, when it becomes flat, and marshy, and penetrated by

deep estuaries of the bay and river.

Elkton (the " Head of Elk" of the Pvevolution) is an old town, the capital of Cecil county,

in Maryland. It is situated at the junction of the two branches of the Elk River, the upper

portion of Chesapeake Bay, and at the head of tide-water. The rail-way from Philadelphia

to Baltimore passes within half a mile of the town. Here the British made their first halt,

after leaving the place of debarkation at Turkey Point, twelve miles below ;
and Elkton

may be considered the dividing point, in the military operations of the Revolution, between

the North and South. The accompanying map, divided by the Delaware River, with New
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Scene of Military Operations in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. An Evening on the Chesapeake. Baltimore.

Jersey on the right and Pennsylvania on the left, is introduced to exhibit the relative posi

lion of the principal places in those two states, from Am-
boy to Elkton, mentioned in preceding pages, and made
memorable by military events.

My tarry at Elkton was brief. While Charley (my
horse) was " taking a bite" at an inn stable, I made
inquiry of the post-master and other

citizens, concerning vestiges of the

Revolution, and

ascertained that

nothing was visible

in the neighborhood of^ Elk-

ton except the water, and the

fields, and the hills on which Howe
encamped, some two miles from the

town. The place of the debarkation of

the British was Turkey Point, a cape formed

by the junction of the Elk River and the broad

mouth of the Susquehanna, twelve miles below the village. In-

E^ / formed that the enemy cast up no intrenchments, and, consequent-

tjW( / ly, left no tangible marks of their presence there, and assured that a

fine view of the Point might be obtained from the steam-boat, when go-

in"^ down the Chesapeake, I resolved to be satisfied with a distant observation. I accord-

ingly rode to Frenchtown, three miles below Elkton, whence the boats connecting with the

Delaware and Chesapeake rail-way depart for Baltimore ;
" took tea" with a widow lady,

residing in a fine brick dwelling on the bank of the river, and, just before sunset, embarked.

Charley was restive when walking the plank, but, using all the philosophy he possessed, he

soon decided that the hubbub in the steam-pipe was harmless, and his footing on deck se-

cure. These problems settled, he seemed to enjoy the evening voyage quite as much as the

bipeds around him. It was, indeed, a glorious evening. When the George Washington

cast ofi^ her moorings, the last gleams of the evening sun gilded the hills of Delaware, and,

while passing Turkey Point, the scene was truly gorgeous. The tall trees of the cape were

sharply penciled upon a back-ground of blended ruby, orange, gold, purple, and azure, glow-

ing like opal, and spreading over many degrees of the western horizon ;
while above, far up

in the dark blue, was the crescent moon, with Jupiter in her lap, beaming so brightly that

he cast a line of silver light upon the calm waters of the bay. Both had gone down behind

the hills when we passed North Point' light-house, and entered the Patapsco. We arrived

1 North Point, at the entrance of the Patapsco, was the scene of a sanguinary battle between the Amer-

icans, under General Striker, and the British, under General Ross, in September, 1814. The Americans

were defeated, and the British lost their commander-in-chief. In 1815, the citizens of Baltimore erected a

monument on the corner of Calvert and Fayette Streets, in memory of those Americans who fell in that en-

gasement, and also during the bombardment of Fort M'Henry, the next day. This monument was planned

by JMaximilian Godefroy, and erected under his supervision. It is entirely of pure white marble, and rests

upon a square plinth, or terrace, of the same material, forty feet square, and four feet in height. From

this platform rises a square Egyptian basement, entirely rusticated, to indicate strength. It is composed

of eio-hteen layers of stone, to signify the number of states which formed the confederacy at the time of the

battle thus commemorated. This basement is surmounted by a cornice, each of the four angles of which

bears an elesantly executed griffin. A winged globe adorns each center of the Egyptian cornice, sym-

bolical of eternity and the flight of time. On each of the four fronts of the basement is a false door, like

those of ancient cenotaphs. Three steps ascend to these doors, and indicate the three years' duration of

the war. The shaft represents an enormous fasces, symbolical of union, the rods of which are bound with
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Battle Monument at Baltimore.

at Baltimore, sixty-eight miles from Elkton, at ten o'clock. The city was in a tumult. A
destructive fire was raging ; and the grand diapason of the trumpet shouts of the firemen

and the clangor of bells met us upon the waters, almost as far distant as the lurid glare of

the flames.

" Oh the bells, bells, bells.

What a tale their terror tells

Of tlespair

!

How they clang, and clash, and roar

!

What a horror they outpour

On the bosom of the palpitating air !

In the startled ear of night

How they scream out their affright

!

Too much horrified to speak,

They can only shriek, shriek.

Out of tune.

In a clamorous appeal to the mercy of the fire."

Edgar A. Poe.

I had traveled since dawn, by land and water, in rain and sunshine, full ninety miles ; and

it was a pleasant thought that to-morrow would be the Sabbath—a day of rest.

fillets. Upon these fillets, inscribed in letters of bronze, are the names of those who fell in defense of the

city of Baltimore. Around the top of the fasces are two wreaths ;
one of laurel, the other of cypress, in-

dicating glory and grief. Between these wreaths are the names of the ofllicers who were killed, inscribed

in bronze letters. The fasces is ornamented with two epic sculptures, in low relief; one representing the

battle at North Point, the other a battery of Fort M'Henry. On the east and west fronts are lachrymal

urns, emblematic of regret and sorrow. Beneath the epic sculptures are inscriptions, as follows : North

side.—"Battle of North Point, 12th September, A.D. 1814; and of the independence of the United

States, the thirty-ninth." South side.—"Bombardment of Fort M'Henry, 13th September, A.D. 1814;

and of the independence of the United States, the thirty-ninth."

The basement and fasces form, together, thirty-nine feet. Upon the top is a beautifully-wrought colossal

statue. It is a female figure, intended to personify the city of Baltimore. Upon her head is a mural

crown, emblematic of cities ; in one hand she holds an antique rudder, symbolic of navigation, and in the

other she raises a crown of laurel, as with a graceful inclination of the head she looks toward the fort and

battle-ground. At her feet, on one side, is the American eagle ; on the other, a bomb-shell. The height

of the monument, including the statue, is fifty-two feet, two inches.

The following are the names of the slain, inscribed upon the monument

:

Officers.—James Lowry Donaldson, adjutant 27th reg. ; Gregorius Andree, lieut. \st rifle battalion;

Levi Claggett, 3d lieut., Nicholson's artillery.

NoN-coMMissioNED OFFICERS AND PRIVATES.—Johu Clemm, T. V. Bcastou, S. Haubert, John Jephson,

T.Wallace, J. H. Harriot of John, E. Harriot, Wm. Ways, J. Armstrong, J. Richardson, Benjamin Pond,

Clement Cox, Cecelius Belt, John Garrett, H. G. H'Comes, Wm. H'Clellan, John C. Bird, H. Desk, Danl.

Wells, Jr., John R. Cop, Benjn. Neal, C. Reynolds, D. Howard, Uriah 'Prosser, A. Randall, R. R. Cooksey,

J. Gregg, J. Evan.s, A. Haas, G. Jenkins, W. Alexander, C. Faliier, T. Burniston, J. Dunn, P. Byard, J. Craig
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Washington's Monument.

CHAPTER XV.

" Hear the holy Sabbath bells,

Sacred bells ! . .

Oh -what a world of peaceful rest

Their melody protests

!

How sweetly at the dawning

Of a pleasant Sabbath morning,

Sounds the rhyming.

And the chiming

Of the bells!"—H. S. Nolen.

UNDAY was as mild and bright in Baltimore as a Sabbath in May, although

it was the 3d of December. That city has no old churches hallowed by the

presence of the patriots of the Revolution.

Annapolis was the only city in Maryland, ^j
except little St. Mary's, on its western bor-

der, when the battles for independence were

fought ; and " Baltimore towne," though

laid out as early as 1729, contained, in

1776, less than one hundred houses. It

is a city of the present ; and yet, in extent, commerce,

and population, it is the third city of the republic, num-

bering now about one hundred and sixty-five thousand in-

habitants."

I passed half an hour in the Roman Catholic cathedral

during the matin services. Toward noon I listened to a

persuasive sermon from the lips of Doctor Johns, of Christ

Church (brother of the Virginia bishop), predicated upon

the words of Moses to Hobah ;- employed the remainder

of the day in reading ; and, early on Monday morning,

started out, with port-folio and pencil, to visit the celeb-

rities of the city.

The noble monument erected by the State of Maryland

in honor of Washington is the object of first and greatest

attraction to visitors. It stands in the center of a small

square, at the intersection of Monument and Charles

Streets, in the fashionable quarter of the city, one hund-

red and fifty feet above tide-water. It is composed of a

base of white marble, fifty feet square, and twenty feet in

height, with a Doric column, one hundred and sixty feet

in height, and twenty feet in diameter at the base, grad-

ually tapering upward to a handsomely-formed capital. Washington Monument •>

' The census for 1850, which shows this result, also exhibits a case of remarkable longevity in Balti-

more. Sukey Wright, a colored woman, whose age is well certified, was then 120 years old. She had a

child twenty-five years of age when the Revolutionary war broke out in 1775.

* " We are journeying toward the land of which the Lord said, I will give it you, and we will do thee

good."

—

Numbers, x., 29.

'' The following are the inscriptions on the monument : East front.—" To George Washington, by

the State of Maryland. Born 22d February, 1732. Died 14th December, 1799." South front.—''To

George Washington, President of the United States, 4th March, 1789. Returned to Mount Vernon, 4th

-^JiBi*-S»i^^



OF THE REVOLUTION. 391

Maryland Historical Society. Pulaski's Banner. Moravian Nuns at Bethlehem.

Upon the top is a statue of W^ashington, by Causici, sixteen feet in height, which is reached

by a winding stair-way on the interior. It i-epresents the chief in the act of resigning his

commission. The statue cost nine thousand dollars. The ground on which the monument
stands was given for the purpose by John Eager Howard, the " hero of the Cowpens." The
corner stone of the monument was laid on the 4th of July, 1815, with imposing ceremonies.

This view is from Monument Street, looking northeast. The Battle Monument, near Bar-

num's Hotel, erected to the memory of those who fell in defense of Baltimore in 1814, is

beautiful and chaste in design and execution, and is an ornament to the city. It cost about

sixty thousand dollars. A description of this structure, and copies of the inscriptions upon

it, are given in a note on page 388.

After sketching these mementoes, I visited the rooms of the Maryland Historical Society,

bearing a letter of introduction to its president. General Smith, a son of Colonel Samuel
Smith, the hero of Fort Mifflin, portrayed on page 296. To that gentleman, and to Pres-

ident N. C Brooks, of the Baltimore Female College, I am indebted for kind attentions

and local information. The Historical Society is young, but vigorous and flourishing Its

collection contains but few relics of the Revolution worthy of special notice. There is an

old painting representing Yorktown, in Virginia, in 1781, and also a portrait of Governor

John Eager Howard, a copy of which will be found in another part of this work. One of

the most interesting relics which I saw during my tour is carefully preserved in the library

of the society—the crimson banner of the Count Pulaski, beautifully wrought by the Mora-

vian sisters, at Bethlehem, in Pennsylvania. Count Pulaski (whose portrait and biogra-

phy will be hereafter given) was appointed a brigadier in the Continental army on the

15th of September, 1777, just after the battle on the Brandywine, in which he participa-

ted, and was honored with the command of the cavalry. He resigned this honor within a

few months, and asked and obtained permission from Congress to raise and command an

independent corps, to consist of sixty-eight horse and two hundred foot. The mode March 28

of raising these was left to the direction of General Washington.' This corps was ^~'^^-

chiefly raised, and fully organized in Baltimore in 1778. Pulaski visited La Fayette \\"hile

that wounded officer was a recipient of the pious care and hospitality of the Moravians at

Bethlehem. His presence, and eventful history, made a deep impression upon the minds of

that community. When it was known that the brave Pole was organizing a corps of cav-

alry in Baltimore, the nuns,^ or single ivomen of Bethlehem, prepared a banner of crimson

March, 1797." Westfront.—"To George Washington. Trenton, 25th December, 1776. Yorktown,
19th October, 1781." North front.—"To George Washington. Commander-in-chief of the American
armies, 15th June, 1775. Commission resigned at Annapolis, 23d December, 1783."

* Journals of Congress, iv., 127.

^ The word nun, as applied to the single sisters of the Moravian sect, has a different meaning than when
applied to the recluses of the Roman Catholic Church. De Chastellux, who visited Bethlehem in 1782,
says of the community :

" Their police, or discipline, is of the monastic kind, since they recommend celi-

bacy, but without enjoining it, and keep the women separate from the men. There is a particular house,

also, for the widows, which I did not visit. The two sexes being thus habitually separated, none of those

familiar connections exist between them which lead to marriage ; nay, it is even contrary to the spirit of

the sect to marry from inclination. If a )'oung man finds himself sufficiently at ease to keep house for him-
self, and maintain a wife and children, he presents himself to the commissary, and asks for a girl, who, after

consulting with the superintendent of the women, proposes one to him, which he may, in fact, refuse to ac-

cept
; but it is contrary to custom to choose a wife for himself. Accordingly, the Moravian colonies have

not multiplied in any proportion to the other American colonies. That at Bethlehem is composed of about

six hundred persons, more than half of whom live in a state of celibacy." De Chastellux visited the "house
for single women," a spacious stone edifice, provided with well-heated rooms for working in, and a large

vaulted chamber, well ventilated, where all the girls slept in single beds. He refers to their skill in em-
broidery. His whole account of his visit is an interesting picture of the simple habits of the Moravians.
He says they " have no bishops, being governed by synods." They have had bishops from the beginning,

but their office allows them no elevation of rank or pre-eminent authority; and the communities are, in-

deed, governed by councils, or synods, composed of deputies from the difTerent congregations, who meet in

conference once in seven years. There are two bishops in the United States at present. The principal

Moravian establishments are at Bethlehem, in Pennsylvania, and Salem, in North Carolina. Their mar-
riage and other customs have materially changed within the last thirty years.
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silk, with designs beautifully wrought with the needle by their own hands, and sent it to

Pulaski, with their blessing. The memory of this event is embalmed in verse by Longfel-

low, in the following beautiful

" Hymn of the Moravian Nuns at the Consecration of Pulaski's Banner.

" When the dying flame of day Guard it—God will prosper thee !

Through the chancel shot its ray, In the dark and trying hour,

Far the glimmering tapers shed In the breaking forth of pow'r,

Faint light on the cowled head, In the rush of steeds and men,

And the censer burning swung, His right hand will shield thee then.

When before the altar hung u n, , ., , t> * u • u*
„, ,, 1 • u -.1 „ „ '_ "' Take thy banner. But, when night
That proud banner, which, with pray r, ^, •'^

i .u u .i fi u*
,, , ,*

1 4i „ „ Closes round the ghastly right,
Had been consecrated there

;

•
i u u

. , , , ,, \ „ I .u„ „,k;i„ If the vanquish d warrior bow,
And the nuns' sweet hymn was heard the while, ^ , • , . ,

, • ,, I- . • -1 bnare him—by our holy vow;
Sun<T low in the dim mysterious aisle. * -^

i *= -^ By our prayers and many tears

;

" ' Take thy banner. May it wave By the mercy that endears
;

Proudly o'er the good and brave. Spare him—he our love hath shared
;

When the battle's distant wail Spare him—as thou wouidst be spared.

Breaks the Sabbath of our vale
; n i t. , ., , i -p »

,,,, , 1
• .1 11 "' Take thy banner : and, il e er

When the clarion s music thrills
. ,j- . .u m- > u-„ , , . r ., 1 uii Thou should St press the soldier s bier,

To the hearts of these lone hills

;

. , , ^n i i u 1 1 u »
,,., ,

. n- . u I And the muiiled drum should beat
When the spear m conflict shakes, r i r .... ' , u- • I }^^ To the tread ot mournuu leet,
And the strong lance, shivering, breaks. . '

° ^ Ihen this crimson flag shall be

" ' Take thy banner ; and, beneath Martial cloak and shroud for thee.'

The war-cloud's encircling wreath. And the warrior took that banner proud,

Guard it—till our homes are free

—

And it was his martial cloak and shroud."

Pulaski received the banner with grateful acknowledgments, and bore it gallantly through

many a martial scene, until he fell in conflict at Savannah in the autumn of 1779. His

banner was saved by his first lieutenant (who received fourteen wounds), and delivered to

Captain Bentalon, who, on retiring from the army, took the banner home with him to Bal-

timore.'

When oppression began to awaken a spirit of general resistance throughout the colonies,

" Baltimore towne" was not behind its sister communities in zeal and action. A meeting

aMay27. was held there in 1774,' a when the people generally agreed to support non-

fa November 12. intercourse measures. Afterward they elected a Committee of Observation,^ b

and also appointed a committee of correspondence." These committees were exceedingly

vigilant and active in watching the disaffected, giving information of importance to their

brethren abroad, and in passing intelligence between the patriots of the North and the South.

They were no respecter of persons, and Loyalists of every grade came under their surveil-

Anburey and the Baroness Riedesel were also in Bethlehem, and speak in the highest terms of the Mo-

ravians.
. 1 J

1 It was used in the procession that welcomed La Fayette to that city in 1824, and was then deposited

in Peale's Museum. On that occasion, it was ceremoniously received by several young ladies. Mr. Ed-

mund Peale presented it to the Maryland Historical Society in 1844, where it is now carefully preserved

in a glass case. But little of its former beauty remains. It is composed of double crimson silk, now faded

to a dull brownish red. The designs on each side, as represented on the following page, are embroidered

with yellow silk, the letters shaded with green. A deep green bullion fringe ornaments the edges. The

size of the banner is twenty inches square. It was attached to a lance when borne to the field.

2 Andrew Buchanan was chosen chairman, and Robert Alexander clerk or secretary.

' This committee, consisting of twenty-nine of the leading men of Baltimore, was elected by the quali-

fied voters, at a town meeting, regularly assembled at the court-house. They not only took cognizance

of political matters, but assumed a general supervision of the public morals, not by coercive measures, but

by advice. Among other things, they recommended the discontinuance of fairs in Baltimore, and denounced

them as nuisances, conducive to "mischiefs and disorder.s," "serving no other purpose than debauching

the morals of their children and servants," and " encouraging riots, drunkenness, gaming, and the vilest

immoralities." Horse-racing, cock-fighting, general extravagance, and dissipation were inveighed against,

not only as wrong, but as derogatory to the character of patriots at that solemn hour (1775).

* The following are the names of this committee : Robert Alexander, Samuel Purviance, Jr., Andrew

Buchanan, Doctor' John Boyd, John Moale, Jeremiah Townly Chase, William Buchanan, and William Lux.

Four members constituted a quorum for the transaction of business.
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Pulaski's Bannek.2

lance. The Reverend Mr. Edmiston, pastor of St, Thomas's parish, was arraigned before

the Committee of Observation, on a charge of being favorable to

the Quebec Act. He pleaded guilty, apologized, and was for-

given. Other suspected Loyalists, of equal standing, were ar-

raigned, and middlemen soon became scarce.'

I have mentioned the fact (page 225) that, on the approach

of the royal troops toward the Delaware, in 1776, Congress,

then in session in Philadelphia, adjourned to Baltimore. Their

first meeting in that city, pursuant to adjournment, was on the

20th of December. They met, and continued their ses-

sion in the spacious brick building yet standing on Balti-

more, Sharpe, and Liberty Streets. The Reverend Patrick Al-

lison, first minister of the Presbyterian church of Baltimore, and

Reverend W.White, were appointed chaplains on the 23d. It

was there, on the 27th of December, two days after the battle

at Trenton, that Congress, by resolution, delegated so much of

their powers to Washington, for six months, as made him a mil-

itary dictator, a fact already noticed on page 232. Through
a local committee of Congress, left in Philadelphia, efficient co-

operation with the army was secured, and the whole military

establishment, as we have seen (page 241), was placed in a

higher and more effective condition than it had been since the organization of the army.

Congress continued in session

in Baltimore until Friday, the

27 th of February, when it ad-

journed to Philadelphia, where

the delegates met on the fol-

lowing Wednesday, the 4th of

March.

When La Fayette passed

through Baltimore on his way
to the field of his conflicts at

the South, he was greeted with

the greatest respect by the peo-

ple. A ball was given in his

honor, at which the marquis ap-

peared sad. " Why so gloomy

at a ball''" asked one of the

gay belles. "I can not enjoy

the gayety of the scene," re-

plied La Fayette, " while so

many of the poor soldiers are without shirts and other necessaries." "We will supply

them," was the noble reply of the ladies ; and the gayety of the ball-room was exchanged
for the sober but earnest services of the needle. They assembled the next day in great num-
bers to make up clothing for the soldiers, of materials furnished by fathers and husbands.''

One gentleman, out of his limited means, gave La Fayette five hundred dollars to aid him

' Purviance's Narrative, pages 12-13.
^ On one side of the banner are the letters U. S., and in a circle around them the words Unita virtus

forcior; "United valor is stronger." The letter c in the last word is incorrect; it should be t. On the
other side, in the center, is the All-seeing Eye, with the words Non alius regit; "No other governs."

^ This view is from Baltimore Street, looking southeast. The front on the left is on Baltimore Street

;

the other is on Liberty Street. Its first story is now used for commercial purposes ; otherwise it exhibits
the same external appearance as when Congress assembled there.

•* M'Sherry"s History of Maryland, p. 229.

n. cc

The Congress House. ^
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in clothing his soldiers. His wife, with her own hands, cut out five hundred pairs of pan-

taloons, and superintended the making of them.*

In the passage of troops between the Northern and Southern States, Baltimore was often

the scene of activity and excitement ; beyond this, it has but little military history connected

with our subject. Its statesmen and soldiers did good service in the forum and in the field,

and their names and deeds are conspicuously recorded in various portions of these volumes.

We will make Annapolis, the old capital of Maryland, our point of view, in taking a survey

of the general history of the state, for that city was the soul and center of action during

the Revolution.

December 4,
I ^^ft Baltimore for Annapolis, thirty miles southward, at a little after three

1848. o'clock, crossing the Patapsco River at sunset, upon a long, rickety draw-bridge,

having a toll-gatherer at the southern end. The sky was clear, and the moon being suffi-

ciently advanced in illumination to promise a fair degree of light, I resolved to push forward

as far as the " half-way house," fifteen miles from Baltimore, before halting. Soon after

leaving the bridge, the road penetrated a forest of oaks and chestnuts, filled with those beau-

tiful evergreens, the laurel and the holly. Passing several cultivated openings where the

country was rolling, I reached a level, sandy region, and at dark entered a forest of pines,

its deep shadows relieved occasionally by small openings recently made by the woodman's

ax. I had passed only two small houses in a journey of six miles, and without seeing the

face of a living creature, when I met a negro man and woman, and inquired for the " half-

way house." The woman assured me that it was two miles ahead ; and, in the plenitude

of her kind feelings, promised that I should find "plenty o' liquor dar." After driving at

least four miles, I perceived that I had " run off the track," mistaking one of the numerous

branches of the main road for the highway itself After traversing the deep, sandy way,

in the gloom, until almost eight o'clock, when traveler and horse were thoroughly wearied,

I was cheered by the barking of a dog, and in a few moments crossed a stream, and came

in sight of a spacious mansion, surrounded by many broad acres of cultivation. The merry

voices of children, who were playing in the lane, were hushed as I halted at the gate and

hailed. A servant swung it wide open for my entrance, and when I asked for entertain-

ment for the night, the kindest hospitality M'as extended. The proprietor of the plantation

was the widow of a Methodist clergyman, who was drowned in the Severn a fev; years ago.

Her mother, residing with her, had been, in former years, a parishioner of my own pastor,

the Pveverend Stephen H. Tyng, D.D. This fact was a sympathetic link ; and a home feel-

ing, with its gentle influence, came over me as the evening passed away in pleasant conver-

sation. I left the mansion of Mrs. Robinson, the next morning, with real regret. I had

there a foretaste of that open hospitality which I experienced every where at the South, and

must ever remember with gratitude.

Under the guidance of a servant, I traversed a private road, to the public one leading to

Annapolis. The highway passes through a barren region until within two miles of the

town, relieved, occasionally, by a few cultivated spots ; and so sinuous was its course, that

I crossed the Baltimore and Annapolis rail-way seven times in a distance of thirteen miles.

The deep sand made the journey toilsome, and extended its duration until almost an hour

past meridian.

Annapolis is apparently and really an old town. Many of its houses are of the hip-roofed

style of an earlier generation, with the distinctive features of Southern houses, so odd in ap-

pearance to the eyes of a Northern man—the chimneys projecting from the gable, from the

ground to their tops. The city is beautifully located on the south branch of the River Sev-

ern, upon a peninsula formed by Acton's and Covey's Creeks, which rise within half a mile

of each other. It commands an extensive view of the Chesapeake Bay and the surrounding

* This gentleman was Mr. Poe. His widow, the lady who cut out the garnoents, was living when La

Fayette visited Baltimore in 1824. The two patriots met, and the scene was one of peculiar interest.

—

See Niks' s Register, 24th October, 1824.
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country, where almost every diversity of picturesque scenery is exhibited, except the gran-

deur of lofty mountains.

Annapolis was erected into a town, port, and place of trade in 1683, under the name of

the " Town land at Proctor's," or " The Town land at Severn." Eleven years afterward

it received the name of " Anne Arundle Town," and was made the naval station of the in-

fant colony, and the seat of government. It received the name of Annapolis (Anne's city)

in 1 703, which was given in honor of Queen Anne, the reigning sovereign of England. Be-

fore noticing the associations which give peculiar interest to the history of Annapolis, let us

consult the chronicles of the state.

Maryland was settled at a little later period than New England. The London Com-
pany, of which Sir George Calvert (Lord Baltimore), the first proprietor of Maryland, was
a member, claimed, under its charter, the whole of the vast region from the head of

the Delaware and Chesapeake Bays—the boundary line of the Dutch settlements in

New Netherlands—to an undefined boundary south and west. Calvert was a young man
of good birth and fine talents. He attracted the attention and won the friendship of Sir

Robert Cecil (afterward Earl of Salisbury), first lord of the Treasury under James the First.

Calvert was appointed by Cecil his private secretary, a which office he held for several

years. Cecil died in 1612. Calvert appears to have won the esteem of his king,

for, in 1617, James conferred the honor of knighthood upon him, appointed him clerk of

the Privy Council, and, two years later, made him principal secretary of state, as successor

to Sir Thomas Lake. In 1624, Calvert resigned his office, not, as Fuller says, because
" he freely confessed himself to the king that he was become a Roman Catholic, so that he

must be wanting to his trust, or violate his conscience in discharging his office,"' for he was
doubtless a Roman Catholic from his earliest youth, if not born in the bosom of that Church,

but probably for the purpose of giving his personal attention to schemes of foreign coloniza-

tion, in which he was interested. On retiring from the secretary's office, the king continued

him a privy counselor, granted him a tract of land in Longford, Ireland, b with a pen-

sion of one thousand pounds, and created him "Lord Baltimore, of Baltimore, Ireland."

He already had a patent as absolute lord and proprietor of the province of Avalon, in New-
foundland. After the death of James, in 1625, Lord Baltimore went to Avalon, where,

with his family, he resided for some time, and then returned to England. He visited Vir-

ginia in 1628 ; and, although a member of the London Company, and high in the confi-

dence of Charles, the successor of James, he was required by the local authorities of that

colony to take the oaths of allegiance and supremacy. '^ Baltimore was offended, for he con-

sidered the requisition as an intended insult, he being a Roman Catholic. He refused to

take the oaths himself, or allow his attendants to do so ; and soon afterward departed from

the James River, and made a voyage up the Chesapeake. He entered the Potomac, was
pleased with the appearance of the country, projected a settlement upon the upper portions

of the Chesapeake Bay, and then returned to England.

The London Company dissolved in the mean while. Baltimore successfully applied to

Charles for a grant of the unoccupied land on the Chesapeake, and in 1632 the king gave

him permission to frame a charter for a province, to suit himself The grant included the

present area of Maryland, notwithstanding the territory was clearly within the limits of the

Virginia charter, and Kent Island, opposite the site of Annapolis, was already occupied. It

is believed that the Maryland charter was penned by Lord Baltimore himself Before it

passed the seals, Calvert died,c leaving his son Cecil heir to his title and fortune, c April 25,

The charter was executed about two months afterward, <J and signed by Cecil, with ^
"

no alteration from the original except in the name of the province. It was called
''June 20.

Maryland, in honor of Henrietta Maria, the queen of Charles the First, instead of Crescentia,

' Fuller's Worthies of England.
* The Oath of Supremacy was one denying the supremacy of the pope in ecclesiastical or temporal affairs

in England, which was required to be taken, along with the Oath of Allegiance, by persons, in order to qual-
ify them for office.
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as the first Lord Baltimore named it. This charter was full of the ideas of absolutism and

royal prerogatives which distinguished the character and career of James and his son Charles.

It made the proprietor absolute lord of the

province

—

"Absolutus Domimus et Propri-

etarius''—with the royalties of a count pal-

atine. Theoretically, he was not inferior in

rights and privileges to the king himself.

He could make laws with the advice of the

freemen, and withhold his assent from such

as he did not approve. He claimed, and

sometimes practiced, the right to dispense

with the laws, in accordance with the princi-

ples and occasional practice of King James.

He was authorized to create manorial lord-

ships ; to bestow titles upon the meritorious

of his subjects; to summon, by writs, any

freemen he chose, to take a seat in a legis-

lative Assembly without election ; to make
ordinances of equal force with the laws with-

out the confirmation of the Assembly ; to

declare martial law at his pleasure—for he

had absolute control of the military and na-

val force of the colony—and to present min-

isters to the parishes. Such were the ex-

tensive powers which the charter of Mary-

land conferred upon the proprietor
;
yet the

absolute authority of the " Baron of Balti-

more" was conceded rather with reference

to the crown than the colonists, for the char-

ter contained concessions and grants to the people sufficient to guarantee them against op-

pression. The privileges, liberties, and franchises of liege subjects of England, born within

the realm, were secured to them ; they were protected against the operation of all laws re-

pugnant to the statutes and customs of England ; and they were forever exempted, by an

express covenant in the charter, from all " impositions, customs, or other taxations, quotas,

or contributions whatever," to be levied by the king or his successors. The sovereign did

not reserve to himself even the right of superintendence of the affairs of the colony, or the

power to interfere, in any way, with its laws. In fact, the province of Maryland was, by

its royal charter, made independent of the crown from the beginning ; it was what the pro-

prietor termed it, " a separate monarchy." The dependence was acknowledged only by the

provision of the charter which obliged the proprietor to acknowledge fealty by paying a trib-

ute to the king of two Indian arrows yearly, and a fifth of all gold or silver ore which might

be found.

The true glory of the first Maryland charter consists in the religious freedom which it

recognizes; a freedom reasserted and enforced by an act of the Assembly in 164 9, seven-

teen years after the charter passed the seals, when the whole realm of England was in com-

motion on account of the execution of the king and establishment of the commonwealth un-

der Cromwell. To Lord Baltimore belongs the honor of being the first lawgiver in Chris-

tendom who made freedom of conscience the basis of a state constitution. There seems to

be something paradoxical in the fact that an absolutist in political affairs should have been

so democratic in matters of religion. But Baltimore was a latitudinarian ; sagacious, far-

sighted, and awake to the best temporal interests of himself and his successors. He clearly

perceived that the growth of his colony depended greatly iipon the extent of religious free-

dom which might be guaranteed to emigrants. Persecution was overturning many peaceful
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homes in Great Britain ; and, to wherever the light of toleration was seen, thousands of the

oppressed made their way. He was exceedingly tolerant himself, or he never would have

retained the friendship of James ; and therefore his feelings and interests were coincident.

His Catholic brethren were more or less persecuted in England ; while the Puritans, who

were peopling the coasts of Massachusetts Bay, had also been " harried out of the land" by

Ihe hierarchy. Maryland was made the asylum for the persecuted ; not for Roman Cath-

olics alone, but for the English Puritans, and the equally harassed reformers of Virginia,

under the administration of the bigoted Berkeley.

The first two hundred settlers, who came with Leonard Calvert^- (brother of Cecil,

and first governor of the province), were principally Roman Catholics, but in a few

years Protestants became almost as numerous as they. These settled upon the unoccupied

territory north of the Patuxent, and formed a new county which they called Severn, or

Anne Arundel, extending nearly to the present site of Baltimore. "All the world outside

of these portals [St. Michael's and St. Joseph's, as the first emigrants denominated the two

headlands at the mouth of the Potomac, now Point Lookout, and Smith's Point] was in-

tolerant, proscriptive, vengeful against the children of a dissenting faith. Only in Mary-

land, throughout this wide world of Christendom, was there an altar erected, and truly ded-

icated to the freedom of Christian worship."' Yet it must not be forgotten that, fifteen

months before the charter of Maryland was executed, Pwoger Williams had sounded the trum-

pet of intellectual freedom in New England, and " it became his glory to found a state upon

that principle, and to stamp himself upon its rising institutions, in characters so deep that

the impress has remained to this day.^

It is not within the scope of my design to notice in detail the progress of the Maryland

colony. The first settlement was made by Leonard Calvert, who, in February, 1634, ar-

rived at Point Comfort, in Virginia, with about two hundred Roman Catholics. The Vir-

ginians had remonstrated against the grant to Baltimore, but, by express commands of the

king, Harvey, then governor, received Calvert with courtesy. Early in March he sailed up

the Potomac, and, casting anchor under an island which he called St. Clement, he fired his

first cannon, erected a cross, and took possession " in the name of the Savior of the world

and the King of Great Britain.'" He then proceeded up the Potomac to the mouth of the

Piscataqua Creek, opposite Mount Vernon, and near the site of the present Fort Washing-

ton, fifteen miles south of Washington City. The chief of the Indian village at that place

was friendly ; but Calvert, deeming it unsafe to settle so high up the river, returned, and

entered the stream now called St. Mary's. He purchased a village of the Indians, and com-

menced a settlement.'' Founded upon religious toleration and the practice of jus-
* "

.
,

b April, 1634

tice,'' the colony rapidly increased in populatioii and resources ; and peace, except

1 Kennedy's Discourse on the Life and Character of George Calvert, before the Maryland Historical So-

ciety, 1845, page 43. ^ Bancroft, i., 375. ^ Belknap.

* As an instance of the determination to preserve peace within his borders, Leonard Calvert issued a

proclamation in 1638, to prohibit "all unreasonable disputations in point of religion tending to the disturb-

ance of the public peace and quiet of the colony, and to the opening of faction in religion." A Catholic

gentleman (Captain Cornwaleys) had two Protestant servants. They were one day reading aloud, together,

Smith's Sermons, and were overheard by Cornwaleys's overseer, a Roman Catholic, while reading a passage

in which the pope was called anti-Christ, and the Jesuits anti-Christian ministers. The overseer abused

them, and ordered them to read no more. The servants preferred a formal complaint against the overseer,

and submitted it to the governor and council. Of the latter, Cornwaleys was one. The parties were heard,

and the overseer was fined five hundred pounds of tobacco, and ordered to remain in prison until he should

find sureties for his good behavior in future. This case shows the tolerant spirit of a Catholic administra-

tion.—Kennedy's Discourse, page 45.

The act for religious liberty, passed in 1 649, contained a clause authorizing the imposition of a fine of

ten shillings for abusive expressions between the parties ; such as idolater, popish priest, Jesuit, and Jes-

uited papist, on the one side, and, on the other, heretic, schismatic, round-head, and similar epithets.—Lang-

ford, page 29.

The clause for religious freedom in the act of 1649 extended only to Christians. It was introduced by

the proviso that, " whatsoever person shall blaspheme God, or shall deny or reproach the Holy Trinity, or

any of the thre« persons thereof, shall be punished with death."
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(luring the troubles arising from the refusal of Clayborne, an original settler, to acknowledge

the authority of the governor, reigned within its borders until 1642, when petty hostilities

were carried on against the Indians. Leonard Calvert was appointed governor' of the prov-

ince, as the proprietor's lieutenant ; and in 1635 the first Legislative Assembly convened at

St. Mary's. A representative government was established in 1639, the people being al-

lowed to send as many delegates to the General Assembly as they pleased. At the same

time, a declaration of rights was adopted, the powers of the proprietor were defined, and all

the privileges enjoyed by English subjects were confirmed to the colonists. The Indian

hostilities closed in 1644, and the next year a rebellion under Clayborne involved the prov-

ince in a civil war. The revolt was suppressed in August the following year.

Religious animosity between the Protestants and Pwoman Catholics finally became a

source of great trouble, and in 1649 the Assembly adopted the Toleration Act. This al-

layed party strife for a while. At this time Charles the First was beheaded, and Crom-

well became the chief magistrate of Great Britain. Lord Baltimore, who was warm in

his professions of attachment to the king while his affairs were prosperous, when he saw the

downfall of royalty inevitable, was equally loud in proclaiming his attachment to the Re-

publicans. Thomas Green, his governor, who had hastily proclaimed Charles the Second,

on hearing of the execution of his father, was removed, and his place was filled by William

Stone, a Protestant, who " was always zealously affected to the Parliament."

In 1650, the legislative body was first divided into two branches, an Upper and a Lower

House ; the former consisting of the governor and his council, appointed by the proprietor,

and the latter of the representatives chosen by the people. At that session, all taxes were

prohibited except by the consent of the freemen.

In 1651, the Long Parliament, which had established its supremacy in England, ap-

pointed commissioners to govern Maryland. Stone, Lord Baltimore's lieutenant, was re-

moved ; but, on the dissolution of that Parliament by Cromwell in 1654, he was restored

to his full powers. The commissioners, however (who had retired, to Virginia), entered Ma-

ryland, and compelled Stone to surrender his warrant into their hands. The Protestants,

who acknowledged the authority of Cromwell, and had the power, by majority, in their own

hands, questioned the rights and privileges of an hereditary proprietor. They stoutly con-

tended for religious liberty, yet they actually disfranchised those who differed from them in

religious opinions. Roman Catholics were excluded from the Assembly ; and an act was

passed toward the close of 1654, declaring that they were not entitled to the protection of

the laws of Maryland !

Early in ] 655, Stone, with greater loyalty to his master, the proprietor, than to his re-

ligious profession, organized an armed body of Catholics, and seized the provincial records.

Civil war raged with fury, and was intensified by the heat of religious acrimony. The

Catholics were finally defeated. Stone was made prisoner, and four of the principal men of

the province, attached to Baltimore's party, were executed.

Josiah Fendall, who had actively supported Stone, and headed an insurrection, was ap-

pointed governor, by Lord Baltimore, in 1656, but he was soon arrested by the Protestant

party. He was a man of good address, and finally succeeded in having himself acknowl-

edged as governor. a The proprietor was restored to all his rights, but he did not long
''^^^^'

enjoy them, for, on the restoration of Charles the Second, the Assembly, knowing the

animosity of the king against Lord Baltimore, dissolved the Upper House, and assumed to

^ Clayborne having obtained a royal license in 1€31 to traffic with the Indians, had established two set-

tlements, one on the island of Kent, and one other near the mouth of the Susquehanna. Clayborne not only

refused to acknowledge the authority of Baltimore, but sought to maintain his own claims by force of arms.

He was defeated, and fled to Virginia, whence he was sent to England for trial as a traitor. He applied

to the king for a redress of grievances, but, after a full hearing, the charter of Lord Baltimore was declared

valid, agamst the earlier license of Clayborne. The latter returned to Maryland, got up a rebellion in 1645,

and drove Governor Calvert into Virginia. For a year and a half the insurgents held the reins of govern-

ment, and the horrors of civil war brooded over the infant colony. Clayborne afterward became one of the

commissioners appointed by Parliament, under the Protectorate, to govern Maryland.
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itself the whole legislative power of the state. a They declared that no power
^^^^^^^^ ^^^^

should be recognized in Maryland except their own and the king's. Fendall

then surrendered his trust to Lord Baltinaore, and accepted from the Assembly a new com-

mission as governor. Charles, however, forgave Baltimore for his homage to the Repub-

licans, for he was assured by that courtier that his partialities had always been really in

favor of the royal cause. The same year the rights of the proprietor were restored, and

Philip Calvert appointed governor. Fendall was arrested upon a charge of treason, was

tried, and found guilty, but, under a general pardon to political offenders, wisely proclaimed

by Lord Baltimore, he escaped death. He was only fined a trifling sum, and declared in-

eligible for office forever.'

Cecil, Lord Baltimore, died in 1675, and was succeeded in title and fortune by his son

Charles, who had been his lieutenant in Maryland from 1662 to 1668. The new propri-

etor caused the government to be administered by Thomas Notley, who governed with equity,

and he became very popular with all parties. Tranquillity prevailed in the province until

the Revolution in England in 1688, which drove James the Second from the throne, and

shook every colony in America. False rumors, alleging that the Catholics and Indians had

coalesced for the purpose of massacreing the Protestants, aroused all the fire of religious an-

imosity which had been slumbering for years, and caused the formation of an armed asso-

ciation for the alleged defense of the Protestant faith, and of the rights of William and

Mary, the successors of James. A compromise was finally effected, and the Catholic party

surrendered the powers of government to the association, by capitulation. A convention oi

the associates assumed the government, and exercised its functions until 1691, when the

king, by an arbitrary act, deprived Charles, Lord Baltimore, of his political rights as pro-

prietor, and constituted Maryland, for the first time, a royal government. Sir Lionel Cop-

ley was appointed governor, and, on his arrival,'' the principles of the proprietary gov-
^^^^^

ernment were overturned ; religious toleration, so freely conceded and so firmly main-

tained when the Catholic proprietors held sway, was abolished, and the Church of England

was established as the religion of the state, and demanding support from general taxation.

Maryland continued a royal province under the successive administrations of Copley, Nich-

olson, Blackstone, Seymore, Lloyd, and Hart, until 1720, and tranquillity prevailed. The

inheritance of the proprietorship having fallen to Charles, infant heir of Lord Balti-

more,c who, on attaining his majority, d professed the Protestant faith, George the a 1720.

First restored the patent to the family. It remained a proprietary government until

our Revolution,^ when, as an independent state, it adopted a constitution, e and eAugristii

took its place (the fourth in the point of time) in the confederation of states. A ^"°-

large number of Presbyterians from the north of Ireland had settled in the province, and

the principles of their ecclesiastical polity being favorable to republicanism, they exerted a

powerful influence in casting off the royal yoke.

Annapolis being the capital of the province, it was the heart of political action. In com-

mon with the people of the other colonies, Maryland took a bold stand against the oppress-

ive measures of the mother government, commencing with the Stamp Act. On the 27th

of August, 1765, a meeting of " Assertors of British American privileges" met at Annap-

olis, " to show their detestation of and abhorrence to some late tremendous attacks on lib-

erty, and their dislike to a certain late arrived officer, a native of this jjrovince.''^ The

' Fendall afterward became concerned in a rebellious movement, with an accomplice named Coode. He

was arrested, fined four thousand pounds of tobacco, imprisoned for non-payment, and banished from the

province.
* The successive governors were Charles and Benedict Leonard Calvert ; Samuel Ogle ; Lord Baltimore

;

Ogle again ; Thomas Bladen ; Ogle again ; Benjamin Tasker, acting governor ; Horatio Sharpe, and Robert

Eden. Thomas Johnson was the first republican governor.

3 This was a Mr. Hood, who had been appointed stamp-master, while in England, on the recommenda-

tion of Dr. Franklin. Such was the indignation of the people against him, that no one would purchase good"-

of him, though offered at a very low price. Just before the burning of his effigy he escaped to New York,

in time to save himself from being presented with a coat of tar and feathers.
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a 1765.

landing of that officer was at first opposed and prevented, but he was finally permitted to

enter the town. They made an effigy of him, dressed it curiously, placed it in a cart, like

a malefactor, with some sheets of paper before it, and, while the bell was tolling, paraded

it through the town. They proceeded to a hill, where, after punishing it at the whipping-

post and pillory, they hung it upon a gibbet, set fire to a tar-barrel underneath, and burned

it.* Governor Sharpe informed the colonial secretary of the proceedings, and plainly told

him that, such was the temper of the people, that any stamped paper which might arrive

would doubtless be burned. Some of the proscribed paper, which arrived in Decem-

ber, ^ was sent back by Governor Sharpe. The people refused to use the odious

stamps, and all legal business was suspended for a while. The Maryland Gazette, like the

Pennsylvania Journal (see page 259), appeared in mourning on the 31st of October, de-

claring, like its cotemporary, that " The times are Dreadful, Dismal, Doleful, Dolorous, and

Dollarless." The editor issued " an apparition of the late Maryland Gazette" on the 10th

of December, and expressed his " behef that the odious Stamp Act would never be carried

into operation."

On the 1st of March, 1766, the Sons of Liberty of Baltimore, Kent, and Anne Arundel

counties held their first formal meeting at the court-house in Annapolis. The Reverend An-

drew Lendrum was appointed moderator, and William Paca (afterward a signer of the Dec-

laration of Independence) was chosen secretary. Joseph Nicholson, from Kent county, pre-

sented an address from that district, signed by twenty-three of the leading men.^ It was an

application to the chief justice of the provincial court, the secretary and commissary general.

and judges of the land-offices, asking them to

Lord Camden.*
From an English Print.

resume the business of their respective offices

regardless of the law. The Anne Arundel

and Baltimore committees also signed the re-

quest,^ which, being forwarded to those offi-

cers, was complied with. The Stamp Act

thus virtually became a nullity a month be-

fore the intelligence of its repeal arrived.

That intelligence reached Annapolis at noon

on the 5th of April, and diffused unu-

sual joy through the city. The remain-

der of the day Avas spent by the people in

mirth and festivity, and at an assemblage in

the evening, " all loyal and patriotic toasts

were drank." The Assembly of Maryland

voted a statue to the king, and ordered a por-

trait of Lord Camden, a parliamentary friend

of the Americans, to be painted for the State

House. On the 11th of June, great rejoic-

ings were again held at Annapolis, that day

having been appointed for the purpose by the

' Ridgeley's Annals of Annapolis^ page 136.

^ The followini- are the names of the Sons of Liberty of Kent county, appended to the address : "Joseph

Xicholson, William Ringgold, William Stephenson, Thomas Ringgold, Jr., Joseph M'Hard, Gideon M'Cau-

iey, Daniel Fox, Benjamin Binning, William Bordley, Jarvis James, William Stukely, Joseph Nicholson, Jr..

James Porter, Thomas Ringgold, James Anderson, Thomas Smyth, William Murray, George Garnet, S.

Boardley, Jr., Peroy Frisby, Henry Vandike, and John Bolton."

^ The Anne Arundel committee consisted of William Paca, Samuel Chase (also a signer of the Declara-

tion of Independence), and Thomas B. Hands. The Baltimore county committee were John Hall, Robert

Alexander, Corbin Lee, James Heath, John Moale, and William Lux. The Baltimore town committee

consisted of Thomas Chase, D. Chamier, Robert Adair, Reverend Patrick Allison, and W. Smith.

• Charles Pratt, earl of Camden, was the third son of Chief-justice Pratt, of the King's Bench. He was

born in 1713, and educated at Eton and Cambridge. His fine talents as a legal scholar having been made

known in a case wherein he defended Mr. Pitt, that gentleman, when chancellor in 1757, procured for Pratt
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mayor. A large concourse of people from the neighboring counties were assembled, and in

the evening the city was brilliantly illuminated.

Robert Eden was the last royal governor of Maryland. He arrived at Annapolis on the

5th of June, 1769, and continued in office during the stormy period preceding the actual

hostilities of the Revolution, and until the colonies had declared themselves independent,

when he returned to England. Governor Eden was respected by all for his urbanity and

kindness of heart, but his duty to his king brought him into collision with the leading minds

in the colony as the Revolution advanced, and at length, in consequence of several inter-

cepted letters. Congress recommended the Council of Safety of Maryland to put him under

arrest, and to take possession of his papers.' a The Baltimore committee volun- a April i6,

teered to carry out the recommendation of Congress, and, in consequence, became ^^^^•

involved in difficulty with the Maryland convention." A committee of the convention, before

whom Eden's letters were laid, reported that, in such correspondence as the governor had car-

ried on with the ministry, he did not evince hostility to the colonists ; and the matter ended

by signifying to Eden that the public safety and quiet required him to leave the province.

Annapolis was a scene of great excitement in the autumn of 1774. Already public sen-

timent had been expressed against the Boston Port Bill at a general meeting,b and t May 12,

the people were ripe for rebellion. On Saturday, the 15th of October, the ship
^'''~^-

Peggy, Captain Stewart, arrived from London, bringing, among other things, seventeen pack-

ages of tea, consigned to T. C.Williams & Co., of Annapolis. This was the first arrival

of the proscribed article at that port. As soon as the fact was known, the citizens were

summoned to a general meeting. It was ascertained that the consignees had irhported the

tea, and that Anthony Stewart, proprietor of the vessel, had paid the duty upon it. This

was deemed an acquiescence in the justice of the claim of Great Britain to tax the colonies,

and it was resolved that the tea should not be landed. The people of the surrounding coun-

try were summoned to a public meeting in Annapolis the following Wednesday. Mr. Stew-

art issued a handbill explaining the transaction, and disclaiming all intention to violate the

non-importation pledge ; and expressed his regret that the article had been placed on board

his ship. But the people, too often cajoled by the whining of men when their bad conduct

had brought them into trouble, were more disposed to punish than to forgive, and they re-

solved, at the Wednesday meeting, to destroy the vessel, with its packages of tea. To pre-

vent raising a tempest that might not be allayed by the simple destruction of the vessel, and

to soften the asperity of public feeling toward him, Mr. Stewart, under the advice of Charles

Carroll of Carrollton, and others, consented to burn the vessel himself Accompanied by

some friends, he ran her aground near Windmill Point, and set her on fire. The people

were satisfied, and the crowd dispersed. " The tea burning at Boston," says M'Mahon,
" has acquired renown, as an act of unexampled daring at that day in the defense of Amer-

ican liberties ; but the tea burning of Annapolis, which occurred in the ensuing fall, far

surpasses it, in the apparent deliberation, and utter carelessness of concealment, attending

the bold measures which led to its accomplishrrijgnt."^

the office of attorney general. He was raised to the dignity of chief justice of the Common Pleas in 1762,

and had the manly courage, while in office, to pronounce in favor of John Wilkes, against the wishes of

government. For this he was applauded throusrliout the kingdom. He was made a peer of the realm, with

the title of Earl of Camden, in 1765, and in 1766 was advanced to the Seals. Throughout the struggle

of the Americans for right and liberty, he was a consistent friend of the colonists. In 1782, he was ap-

pointed president of the Privy Council, which place he held, except for a short interim, until his death.

He died on the 18th of April, 1794, aged eighty-one years.

' These letters, which fell into the hands of the Baltimore committee, and were by them transmitted to

Congress, were addressed to the colonial secretary and other members of the British cabinet, and were con-

sidered "highly dangerous to the liberties of America."

—

Journals of Congress, ii., 130.

* General Charles Lee, who was then at Williamsburg, in Virginia, wrote to Samuel Purviance, chair-

man of the Baltimore committee, advising particular military action in respect to the seizure of Eden and

his papers. For this the Council of Safety blamed him, and he was charged with unwarrantable interfer-

ence. In an explanatory letter to Mr. Jenifer, chairman of the council, Lee fully justified himself and ut-

tered the noblest sentiments of patriotism. ^ History of Maryland.



402 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Treatment of John Parks. Maryland and Independence. The State House and its Associations.

At Elizabethtown (now Hagerstown, in Washington county) the committee of vigilance

of the district caused one John Parks to go with his hat off, with a hghted torch, and set

fire to a chest of tea in his possession. The committee recommended entire non-intercourse

with Parks ; but the populace, thinking the committee too lenient, satisfied themselves by

breaking the doors and windows of his dwelling. Tar and feathers were freely used in va-

rious places, and the town committees exercised supreme authority in all local matters hav-

ing a relation to the great subject which engrossed the public mind.

a May 10, When Congress recommended^ the several colonies to establish provisional gov-

i^'^'^- ernments, where it had not already been done, the Maryland convention, as we

have noticed (page 282), did not at first concur with the resolution. On the contrary, they

voted that it was not necessary to suppress every exercise of authority under the
b May 20.

^^.^^^^ [j Through the efforts of Samuel Chase and others in calling county con-

ventions, a change of public sentiment was speedily wrought in Maryland, and on the 28th

of June the convention empowered its delegates in Congress to vote for a resolution declar-

ing the colonies "free and independent." Her representatives, Samuel Chase,William Paca,

Thomas Stone, and Charles Carroll, were among the most active of those who signed the

great Declaration. A state Constitution was adopted on the 14th of August following, and

from that period Maryland labored assiduously, shoulder to shoulder, with her sister colonies,

in maintaining the independence which Congress had declared.

Annapolis, like Baltimore, was frequently the scene of military displays, but not of san-

guinary conflicts. When Washington, covered with all the glory which victory in battle

can bestow, came fresh from the fields of Yorktown, on his way to Philadelphia, he passed

oNovember2i, through Annapolis.c On his arrival, all business was suspended, and crowds of

1781. eager gazers thronged the windows and the streets. A public address was pre-

sented by the citizens, and every

manifestation ofesteem for the great

chief was exhibited. Again, late

in 1783, when the war was ended,

the Continental army was disband-

ed, and Great Britain had acknowl-

edged the independence of the Unit-

ed States, the State House at An-

napolis, now venerated, because of

the glorious associations which clus-

ter around it, was filled with the

brave, the fair, and the patriotic of

Maryland, to witness the sublime

spectacle of that beloved chief re-

signing his military power, wielded

with such mighty energy and glo-

rious results for eight long years,

into the hands of the civil author-

d December 23, i^Y which gave it.d

1^83. The Continental Con-

gress having adjourned at Prince-

ton, e to meet at Annap-

olis on the 26th of No-
HNovember 4. The State House at Annapolis.'

' This fine buildin;; is situated upon an elevation in the center of the city, and is admired by every vis-

itor, not only for its style of architecture, but for the beauty of its location. The building is of brick. The

superstructure consists of a spacious dome, surmounted by two smaller ones, with a cupola of wood. From

the dome, a magnificent prospect opens to the eye. Around the spectator is spread out the city and harbor

like a map, while far away to the southeast stretches the Chesapeake, with Kent Island and the eastern

shore looming up in the distance. The edifice fronts Francis Street, and the hill on which it stands is sur-

rounded by a substantial granite wall, surmounted by an iron railing, having three gateways. It was
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vember, was then in session there. In the Senate Chamber of the Capitol the interesting

scene took place, so well delineated by the pens of Marshall and others, and the pencil of

Trumbull. I shall here omit the details of that closing event of the war, for it is too closely

connected with the departure of the last hostile foot from our shores, a month aNovemberSS,

previously, a to be separated from that narrative, without marring the sublime ^'^^''•

beauty of the picture. Never shall I forget the peculiar emotions which I felt while sitting

in that room, copying the portraits of those patriots of Maryland who signed our Declara-

tion of Independence.' The little gallery wherein stood Mrs. Washington and other distin-

guished ladies when the chief resigned his commission, is still there, and unchanged ; and

the doors, windows, cornices, and other architectural belongings are the same which echoed

the voice of the Father of his Country on that occasion. The very spot where Mifflin, the

president, and Thomson, the secretary of Congress sat, when the treaty of peace with Great

Britain M'as ratified, was pointed out to me. Reflecting upon the events which consecrate

it, that hall, to me, seemed the shrine wherein the purest spirit of patriotism should dwell,

for there the victorious warrior for freedom laid his sword upon the altar of Peace—there

the sages of a people just made free ratified a solemn covenant of peace, friendship, and po-

litical equality with the most powerful nation upon earth, wrung from its rulers by the vir-

tues and prowess of men who scorned to be unrequited vassals. From that hall, like the

dove from the ark, the spirit of peace and reconciliation went out, never to return disap-

pointed ; for the deluge of misery which war had brought upon the land was assuaged, the

floods had returned to their proper boundaries, and the hills and valleys of the new republic

were smiling with the blessings of returning prosperity and quiet. The gentle spirit found

a resting-place every where throughout the broad land.

I have little else to note concerning Annapolis, as connected with my subject. The

French army was encamped upon the College green for a short time, while on its march

northward in 1782, and it was from this port that Rochambeau and his suite embarked for

France. Great rejoicings were held in April, 1783, on the receipt of the intelligence of a

general cessation of hostilities. Three years after the treaty of peace was ratified, commis-

sioners from the several states met at Annapolis, " to consider on the best means of reme-

dying the defects of the Federal government. "b This convention was the incip- b September,

lent step toward framing our Federal Constitution, a subject to be noticed in de-
'^"^^•

tail hereafter. From that period the city rather declined in commerce and general import-

ance ; for Baltimore, having been established as a port of entry, with a custom-house, and

supported by a thriving agricultural population, soon outstripped it in trade. But Annap-

olis remains the political metropolis of Maryland.

erected in 1772, upon the site of the old Court-house, built in 1706. The corner stone was laid by Gov-

ernor Robert Eden. The dome was not built until after the Revolution. The architect was Joseph Clarke.

Tradition relates that when Governor Eden struck the corner stone with a mallet, at the time of laying it^

a severe clap of thunder burst over the city, though there was not a cloud in the sky. Thomas Dance,

who executed the stucco work of the dome, fell from the scaffold, and was killed, just as he finished the

center piece.—See Ridgeley's Annals of Annapolis.

' Full-length portraits of Carroll, Chase, Paca, and Stone, grace the walls of the Senate Chamber. Copies

of the heads of these will be found among those of the signers in the frontispiece of the second volume of

this work. Carroll and Stone were painted by Sully, the other two by Bordley—both native artists. It

is worthy of remark that the four signers were then residents of Annapolis. The portrait of Paca is a fine

picture of a fashionable gentleman of that day. His coat is a claret color, vest white silk, black silk breech-

es, and white silk stockings. Stone, who is sitting, has a graver appearance. His coat is brown, vest and

breeches black silk, and white silk stockings. Carroll and Chase are both sitting. The former has an

overcoat on, the skirt of which is thrown over his knee ; the latter is dressed in his judicial robe, a simple

black gown. In the same room is a portrait of John Eager Howard, and William Pitt, earl of Chatham.

The latter a full-length, and in Roman costume, was painted by Charles Wilson Peale (who was also a

native of Maryland), while in England, and presented by the artist to his native state in 1794. In the hall

of the House of Delegates is a full-length likeness of Washington, attended by La Fayette and Colonel Tilgh-

man—the Continental army passing in review. This picture, commemorative of the .surrender at York-

town, was also painted by Peale, pursuant to a resolution of the Assembly of Maryland. In Trumbull's

picture of this room, in which is represented the commander-in-chief resigning his commission, the artist

for the purpose of having proper lights and shadovi's, has omitted the three large windows.
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Journey from Annapolis to Washington. Profusion of Gates. v Queen Anne and its Decline.

CHAPTER XVI

" How lovely all,

How calmly beautiful ! Long shadows fall

More darkly o'er the wave as day declines,

Yet from the west a deeper glory shines,

While every crested hill and rocky height

Each moment varies in the kindling light

To some new form of beauty—changing through

All shades and colors of the rainbow's hue,

'The last still loveliest.' till the gorgeous day

Melts in a flood of golden light away,

And all is o'er."

—

Sarah Helen Whitman.

OWAPvD the decline of a brilliant afternoon, I left Annapolis for

Washington City. The air was as balmy as spring ; "December as

pleasant as May." The west was glowing with radiant beauty at

sunsetting when I crossed the long bridge over the South River, and

quaffed a cup of cold water from a bubbling spring at the toll-house

on the southern side. The low, sandy country was exchanged for

a region more rolling and diversified ; and my ride during the early

evening, with a half moon and brilliant stars casting down their mild
.^'-^ "t"-

efixilgence, would have been delightful, but for the provoking ob-

structions which a lack of public spirit and private enterprise had left in the way. The

highway was the " county road," yet it passed, almost the whole distance from Annapolis

to Washington, through plantations, like a private wagon-path, without inclosure. Wher-

ever the division fences of fields crossed the road, private interest had erected a barred gate

to keep out intrusive cattle, and these the traveler was obliged to open. Being my own foot-

man, I was exercised in limbs and patience to my heart's content, for, during a drive of

thirteen miles that evening, I opened fifteen gates ; who closed them I have never ascer-

tained. The miles seemed excessively long ; the gates were provokingly frequent. I never

paid tribute with greater reluctance, for it was the exaction of laziness and neglect.

I crossed the Patuxent at seven o'clock, and halted at Queen Anne, a small, antiquated-

looking village, some of the houses of which, I doubt not, were erected during the reign of

its godmother. It is close to the Patuxent, and for many years was the principal depot

in the state for the inspection and sale of tobacco. Flat-bottomed boats bore away from it,

in former years, heavy cargoes of the nauseous stuff; now sand-bars fill the river channel,

and the freight-boats stop eight miles below. The tobacco business has ceased ; the rail-

way from Annapolis to Washington has withdrawn the business incident to a post-route, and

every thing indicates decay. There was no tavern in the place, but I procured a supper

and comfortable lodgings at the post-office. We breakfasted by candle-light, and, before

" sun up," as the Southerners say, I was on my way toward the Federal city, twenty-three

miles distant.

I had hardly left the precincts of Queen Anne before a huge red gate confronted me ! I

thought it might be the ghost of one I had encountered the night before, but its substan-

tiality as a veritable gate was made manifest by the sudden halt of Charley before its bars.

I was preparing to alight, when a colored boy came from behind a shock of corn, and kindly

opened the way. " How far is it to the next gate ?" I inquired. " Don't know, massa,"

said the lad ;
" but I reckons dey is pretty tick, dey is, twixt here and Uncle Josh's."

Where " Uncle Josh" lived I do not know, but I found the gates more than " pretty tick"

all the way until within a short distance of Bladensburg. In the journey of thirty-six miles
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from Annapolis to Washington, I passed through fifty-three gates I Unlike the doors and

windows of the people of the South, I found them all sliiit.

From the brow of a hill, eight miles from Washington, I had the first glimpse of the Cap-

itol dome, and there I opened the last gate ; each a pleasing reminiscence now. I passed

to the left of Bladensburg,' crossed the east branch of the Potomac, and entered Washington

City, eastward of the Capitol, at one o'clock. For thirty minutes I had witnessed a rare

phenomenon at that hour in the day. Dark clouds, like the gatherings of a summer shower,

were floating in the northeastern sky, and upon them refraction painted the segment of quite

a brilliant rainbow. I once saw a lunar bow at midnight, in June, but never before ob-

served a solar one at mid-day in December.

Our national metropolis is a city jjf the present entury ; for before the year 1800, when

the seat of the Federal government was permanently located there, it was a small hamlet,

composed of a few houses. The selection of a site for the Federal city Avas intrusted to the

judgment of the first president, who chose the point of land on the eastern bank of the Po-

tomac, at its confluence with the Anacostia, or east branch of that river. A territory around

it, ten miles square, W'as ceded to the United States by Virginia and Maryland in 1788.

The owners of the land gave one half of it, after deducting streets and public squares, to the

Federal government, to defray the expenses to be incurred in the erection of public build-

ings. The city was surveyed under the chief direction of Andrew Ellicott, and was laid

out in 1791. The Capitol was commenced in 1793, but was not yet completed on the

orio-inal plan, when, in 18 14, a- the British troops, under General Ross, burned it,
°

(./- -1)1 1111 Li-
a August 24.

together with the library of Congress, the presidents house, and all the pubhc

buildings except the Patent Office. The city then contained about nine hundred houses,

scattered in groups over an area of three miles. The walls of the Capitol remained firm,

though scarred and blackened. The present noble edifice was completed in 1827,^ more

than a quarter of a century after the seat of government was located at Washington.

^ Bladensburg is in Prince George county, Maryland, six miles northeast of Washington. It is made

memorable in the history of the war of 1812 from the circumstance of a severe battle having taken place

there on the 24th of Au<Tust, 1814, between a small body of Americans and a portion of the British army,

then on its way to destroy the Federal city. Bladensburg had, for a long time, the unenviable notoriety

of being the cock-pit for dueli.sts who congregated at Washington City. There, on the 22d of March,

1820, Commodores Decatur and Barron fought with pistols. The latter was mortally wounded, and died

in the arms of his distracted wife that night, at the early age of forty years.

^ The Capitol is of the Corinthian order, built of white freestone. It. is upon an eminence almost eighty

feet above tide-water, in the center of a large square. It is composed of a central edifice, with two wings

The north wing was commenced in 1793, and finished in 1800, at a cost of 8480,202. The corner stone

was laid by President Washington. The apron and trowel which he used on that occasion, as Grand Master

of the Masonic Order, are preserved, and were used by Grand Master B. B. French, at the recent (1851)

ceremonies of layins; the corner stone of another enlargement of the Capitol. The south wing was com-

menced in 1803, and finished in 1808, at an expense of $308,808. The central building was commenced

in 1818, and completed in 1827, at a cost of •'$957,647. The whole edifice covers an area of one and a

half acres, exclusive of the circular inclosure for fuel, which forms an elegant area and glacis on the west

front. The lenath of the front, including the two wings, is 352 feet; the depth of the wings is 121 feet.

A projection on the east, or main front, including the steps, is 65 feet wide, and another, on the west front,

83 feet wide. There is a portico of 22 columns, 38 feet hifrh, on the east front, and on the west front is

another portico of 10 columns. The whole height of the building to the top of the dome is 120 feet. Not-

withstanding the spaciousness of the Capitol, it is found to be insufficient for the use of our growing repub-

lic, and another addition is now (1852) in process of erection.

The British set fire to both wings of the Capitol, and the president's house, a mile distant, at the same

time. The government officers and the people fled on the approach of the strong force of the enemy. The

library of Con<rress, the furniture of the president's house, with other articles of taste and value, were de-

stroyed. The bridge across the Potomac, the public stores, and vessels and buildings at the navy-yard,

were consumed ; and, not content with this destruction, they mutilated the beautiful monument erected in

front of the Capitol in honor of the naval heroes who fought at Tripoli. The library of Congress was re-

placed by the purchase of that of Mr. Jeflerson, in 1815, for the sum of $23,000. It contained 7000 vol-

umes, many of them exceedingly rare and valuable. A large portion of this library, which had been in-

creased to 55,000 volumes, was destroyed by fire on the morning of the 24th of December, 1851. It was

the result of accident. About 20,000 volumes were saved. The original portrait of Peyton Randolph,

from which the copy printed on page 267 of this work was made, and also that of the Baron Steuben, by
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The National Institute. The Widow of General Alexander Hamilton. Washington's Camp Chest.

Washington City has no Revolutionary history of its own ; but in the library of Con-

gress ; the archives of the State and War Departments ; in the rooms of the National In-

stitute,' and the private collection of Peter Force, Esq., I found much of value and interest.

The city was full of the life and activity incident to the assembling of Congress, and I passed

four days there with pleasure and profit. My first evening was spent in the company of

the venerable widow of General Alexander Hamilton, a surviving daughter of General Philip

Schuyler. Mrs. Hamilton was then^ ninety-two years of age, and yet her mind

seemed to have all the elasticity of a woman of sixty. A sunny cheerfulness.

a December,
1848.

which has shed its bless-

ed influence around her

during a long life, still

makes her society geni-

al and attractive. Her

memory, faithful to the

impressions of a long and

eventful experience, is

ever ready, with its va-

ried reminiscences, to

give a charm to her con-

versation upon subjects

connected with our his-

tory. With an affec-

tionate daughter (Mrs.

Holly), she lives in ele-

gant retirement in the

metropolis, be-

loved by her O /)^^/T
friends, honor- CJ' l/*^ fy^
ed by stran- ^r^

venerated by all.

is, I believe, the

My^-^'tiy/yt^^iyx^^

gers,

She

last of the belles of the

Revolution—the last of

those who graced the

social gatherings hon-

ored by the presence

of Washington and his

lady during the strug-

gle for independence

—

the last of those who
gave brilliancy to the

levees of the first pres-

ident, and, with Lucy
Knox and others, shared

the honors and atten-

tions of the noble and

refined of all

lands, who
crowded to the

public audien-

I
December,

1850.

b January,
1852.

ces of the venerated Pater Patria, when chief magistrate of the nation. Two
years later, a I was privileged to enjoy her hospitality, and again to draw instruc-

tion from the clear well of her experience. She still lives, at the age of ninety-

four, with the promises of centenary honors impressed upon her whole being.

May Time, who has dealt so gently with her, bear her kindly to the goal of a hundred years I

In the rooms of the National Institute (a portion of the Patent Office building) are a few

of the most interesting relics of the Revolution now in existence, carefully preserved in a

glass case. Upon the floor stands Washington's camj) chest, an old fashioned hair trunk,

twenty-one inches in length, fifteen in width, and ten in depth, filled with the table furni-

ture used by the chief during the war. The compartments are so ingeniously arranged,

that they contain a gridiron ; a coffee and tea pot ; three tin sauce-pans (one movable handle

being used for all) ; five glass flasks, used for honey, salt, coffee, port wine, and vinegar
;

three large tin meat dishes ; sixteen plates ;" two knives and five forks ; a candlestick and

Pine, on page 341, were burned, together with a large collation of ancient and modern medal-s, presented

by Alexander Vattemare, and other precious things, which can not be replaced. The original Declaration

of Independence was again saved from the flames.

' The National Institutionfor the Promotion of Science was organized at Washington City in 1840. The

President of the United States is patron ; the heads of the Departments constitute the directors on the part

of the government, and an equal number of literary and scientific citizens are directors on the part of the

institution. Its collections (to which have been added those of the United States Exploring Expedition, and

the Historical Society and Columbia Institute of the District) are in the great hall of the Patent Office build-

ing, a room 275 feet long and 65 feet wide.

* These are the dishes alluded to in the following letter, written by Washington, at West Point, to Dr.

John Cochran, surgeon general of the northern department of the Continental army. It is dated " August

16, 1779." The original is in the present possession of the New York Historical Society, where it was

deposited by Dr. Cochran's son, the late Major Cochran, of Oswego. See page 221, vol. i.
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Washington's Letter to Dr. Cochran. Pomp of Ancient Generals. ' The Sword and the Staff."

tinder-box ; tin boxes for lea and sugar, and five small bottles for pepper and other mate-

rials for making soup. Such composed the

appointments for the table of the command-

er-in-chief of the American armies, while

battling for independence, and laying the

corner stone of our republic. What a con-

trast with the camp equipage of the heroes

of other times and other lands, whom history

has apotheosized, and whom the people of

the earth call great !' With all the glitter

and the pomp of wealth and power, which

dazzle the superficial eye, the splendor which

surrounds them is but dimness compared to

the true glory that haloes the name and

deeds of Washington, appreciated by the

consequences of his career.

Standing near the camp chest is Wash-

ington's war sword, and with it Franklin's

Of these relics Morris has sweetly sung, in his

Washington's Camp Chest.

cane, bequeathed to the hero by the sage.^

ode called
" The Sword and the Staff

• The sword of the Hero !

The staff of the Sage!

Whose valor and wisdom
Are stamp'd on the age !

Time-hallowed mementoes

Of those who have riven

The scepter from tyrants,

' The lishtnintj from heaven.'

" Dear Doctor,—I have asked Mrs. Cochran and Mrs. Livingston to dine with me to-morrow ; but am
I not in honor bound to apprise them of their fare '? As I hate deception, even where the imagination only

is concerned, I will. It is needless to premise that my table is large enough to hold the ladies. Of this

they had ocular proof yesterday. To say how it is usually covered is rather more essential ; and this shall

be the purport of my letter.

" Since our arrival at this happy spot, we have had a ham, sometimes a shoulder of bacon, to grace the

head of the table ; a piece of roast beef adorns the foot ; and a dish of beans, or greens, almost impercepti-

ble, decorates the center. When the cook has a mind to cut a figure, which I presume will be the case

to-morrow, we have two beef-steak pies, or dishes of crabs, in addition, one on each side of the center dish,

dividing the space and reducing the distance between dish and dish to about six feet, which without them

would be nearly twelve feet apart. Of late he has had the surprising sagacity to discover that apples will

make pies ; and it is a question if, in the violence of his efforts, we do not get one of apples, instead of hav-

ing both of beef-steaks. If the ladies can put up with such entertainment, and will submit to partake of it

on plates, once tin but now iron (not become so by the labor of scouring), I shall be happy to see them;

and am, dear doctor, yours," &c.
' Montfaucon, in his Antiquity Explained, gives an account of the splendid processions of the conquerors

of Persia, and the gold and silver vessels used in the tents of the generals. After mentioning the vast num-

ber of gold and silver vessels, chairs, tables, couches, &c., in the magnificent tent of Ptolemy Philadelphus,

he thus describes the triumphal procession of Antiochus Epiphanes

:

" First came twenty thousand Macedonians, the greatest Part of which had brass Shields, and others sil-

ver Shields. Then three thousand Horsemen oi jlntioch, most of whom had gold Collars and gold Crowns.

Two thousand Horsemen more, all with gold Collars. Eight hundred young Men, each wearing a gold

Crown. A thousand young Men, each carrying a silver Vase, the least of which weighed a thousand

Drachms. Six hundred young Men more, each carrying a Vase of Gold ;
and two hundred Women, each

with a Gold Vase to scatter Perfumes. Eighty Women carried on Chairs, the feet of which were Gold;

and five hundred other Women, carried on Chairs with silver feet. This pompous Procession would appear

very magnificent, were it not put after the former [Ptolemy Philadelphus], which surpasses every thing that

can be imagined."

—

Supplement, tome iii., book v., p. 323.

I refer to this parade as an example of the contrast alluded to.

' Doctor Franklin, in the codicil to his Will, wrote as follows :
" My fine crab-tree walking-stick, with

a gold head curiously wrought in the form of the cap of liberty, I give to my friend, and the friend of man-

kind, General Washington. If it were a scepter, he has merited it, and would become it. It was a present

to me from that excellent woman, Madame De Forbach, the dowager duchess of Deux-Ponts, connected

with some verses which should go with it."
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Revolutionary Relics. Franklin's Press. History of its Importation to America

" This weapon, Freedom !

Was drawn by thy son,

And it never was sheath'd

Till the battle was won !

No stain of dishonor

Upon it we see !

'Twas never surrender'd

—

Except to the free !

Washington's W kiting case.

" While Fame claims the hero

And patriot sage,

Their names to emblazon

On History's page,

No holier relics

Will Liberty hoard,

Than Franklin's staff, guarded

By Washington's sword."

The war sword of the chief is incased in a black leather sheath, with

silver mountings. The handle is ivory, colored a pale green, and wound

spirally with silver wire at M'ide intervals. ' It was manufactured by

J. Bailey, Fishkill, New York,^ and has the maker's name engraved

upon the hilt. The belt is white leather, with silver mountings, and

was evidently made at an earlier period, for upon a silver plate is en-

graved " 1757."

Washington's commission, signed by John Hancock, and the suit of

clothes which he wore when, he

resigned that instrument into the

custody of Congress, at Annapolis,

are also there, together with a

piece of his tent, and the portable

writing-case represented in the en

graving, which he used during all

of his campaigns. The case is of

board, covered with black leather, ornamented with figured borders. .sword and .stafk.

But the most precious relic of all was the original Declaration of Inde-

pendence, written upon parchment, and bearing the autographs of the signers. In the year

1818, this priceless document was allowed to go into the hands of Benjamin Owen Tyler,

a teacher of penmanship, for the purpose of making a fac simile of it for publication. By
some process which he used for transferring it, it narrowly escaped utter destruction. Many
of the names are almost illegible, while others are quite dim. This document (which was

since removed to the Congress Library), with other precious things, was saved when the

public buildings were burned by the British in 1814. In another part of the rooms of the

Institute, which is devoted chiefly to the scientific collections made by the exploring expe-

dition a few years ago, is the printing-press with which Franklin labored in London, when

a journeyman printer, in 1725—G.^ It is carefully preserved in a glass case. It is an ex-

ceedingly rude apparatus, and presents a wonderful contrast to the printing machines of Hoe,

of the present day, from which twenty thousand impressions may be thrown each hour. The
platen is of wood, the bed of stone. Its construction is in the primitive style universally

' Upon the thigh of the chief, in Leutze's picture of Washington Crossing the Delaware, is a perfect rep-

resentation of this sword. ^ See note on page 122.

^ In 1841, John B. Murray, Esq., of New York, being in Liverpool, was informed that this press was in

the possession of Messrs. Harrild and Sons, of London. Mr. Murray visited their establishment, and pro-

posed to purchase the press for the purpose of sending it to America. The owners informed him that they

had thought of presenting it to the government of the United States, and assured him that they would not

part with it for any other purpose. After some negotiation, the Messrs. Harrild agreed to let Mr. Murray

have it, on condition that he should procure a donation to the Printers' Pansion Society of London. The

press was forwarded to Liverpool, and there exhibited. It attracted great attention; and finally the Rev-

erend Hugh M'Neile, of Liverpool, was induced to deliver a public lecture on the Life of Franklin, the

proceeds from admission tickets to be given to the society above named. In November, Mr. Murray had

the pleasure of remitting to the treasurer of the Printers' Pension Society $752, to be appropriated to the

relief of one pensioner, a disabled printer of any country, to be called the Franklin pension. Mi. Murray

brought the press to the United States, and it now occupies an appropriate place among the historical relics

of our country at the Federal metropolis.

The lecture of Mr. M'Neil was published, with a fac simile of a letter w^ritten by Franklin in 1756, to

the Reverend George Whitefield, and also a page containing an engraving of the press, which was printed

upon the identical machine thus honored.
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Character of the Press. Franklin's Remarks in 1766. Peale's Picture of Washl.Tf't jn. Its History.

used before the improvements made by the Earl of Stanhope ; the power being obtained by
a single screw, like a common standing-press,

instead of a combination of lever and screw, as

applied by that nobleman, or the combination

of levers alone, as seen in the Columbian press

invented by our countryman, George Clymer.

Upon a brass plate affixed to the front of the

press is the following inscription :

" Dr. Franklin's remarks in relation to this

press, made when he came to England as

agent of Massachusetts, in the year 1768.

The doctor, at this time, visited the printing-

office of Mr. Watts, of Wild Street, Lincoln's-

Iim-Fields, and, going up to this particular

press (afterward in the possession of Messrs.

Cox and Son, of Great Queen Street, of whom
it was purchased), thus addressed the men who
were working at it :

' Come, my friends, we
will drink together. Tt is now forty years

since I worked, like you, at this press, as a

journeyman printer.' The doctor then sent

Fr.\nklin's Pkess.

out for a gallon of porter, and he drank with them,

SUCCESS TO PRINTING.

" From the above it will appear that it is one hundred and eight years since Doctoi
Franklin worked at this identical press.—June, 1833."

Upon the wall of the room is a full-length portrait of Washington, painted by Charles
Wilson Peale,' under peculiar circumstances. Peale was a remarkable man. Possessed

of great versatility of talent, he brought all his genius into play as circumstances demanded
He was a sturdy patriot, and entered the army at an early period of the contest. He com-
manded a company at the battle of Trenton, and also at Germantown ; and he was with
the army at Valley Forge. He employed the leisure hours incident to camp duty in paint-

ing, and it was at Valley Forge that he commenced the picture in question. When the
army crossed the Delaware into New Jersey in pursnit of Sir Henry Clinton, and fought the
battle of Monmouth, Peale went with it, taking his unfinished picture and his materials with
him

;
and at Brunswick, a day or two after the Monmouth conflict, he obtained the last

sitting from the commander-in-chief. The picture was finished at Princeton. A distant

view of Nassau Hall, at that place, with a body of British prisoners marching, compose a

portion of the back-ground. The picture of the sword hanging upon the thigh of Washing-

' Charles Wilson Peale was born at Charlestown, in Maryland, in 1741, and was apprenticed to a sad-
ller in Annapoli.s. He became also a silver-smith, watch-maker, and carver. Carrying a handsome saddle
to Hesselius. a portrait-painter in his neighborhood, he begged him to explain the mystery of puttino- colore
upon canvas. From that day his artist life began. He went to England, where he studied under' Benja-
min West in 1770 and 1771. He returned to America, and for fifteen years was the only portrait painter
of excellence in this countrv. By close application he became a good naturalist and preserver of animals.

chines. During the war he con- /*yjyC^ •
he grand design of forming a por- C^^yi/^^/^^

^^=^^^

He practiced dentistry, and invented sev

eral mac
ceived th

trait gallery, and for that purpose he
painted a great number of likenesses of

the leading men of the Revolution, Amer-
Mr. Peale opened a picture gallery in Philadelphia, and also commenced a museum, which, in time, be-

came extensive. He delivered a course of lectures on natural history, and was very efficient in the estab-
lishment and support of the Academy of Fine Arts. He lived temperately, worked assiduously, and was
irreatly esteemed by all who knew him. He died in February, 1827, aged eight3--five years. I once saw
a full-length portrait of himself which he painted at the age of eighty—^a tine specimen of art.

ican and foreign. Man\' were of life size.

and others in miniature. A large num-
ber of the former are now in the posses-

sion of P. T. Barnum, proprietor of the

American Museum in New York, anc
grace the gallery of that establishment.
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The Senate and House of Representatives. Greenoufrh's Statue of Washington. The Rotunda and its Contents.

ington is an evidence of the truthfulness of the costunie, for it is an exact representation of

the real weapon just described and depicted, which stands in a case on the opposite side of

the room.

Leaving the room of the National Institute, I went up to the Capitol, and peeped in upon

the sages of the Senate and House of Representatives, who seemed busily engaged in pre-

paring to do something in the way of legislation. It is a practice quite too common for our

writers to speak disparagingly of members of Congress, with the apparent feeling that they

being the servants of the people, every scribbler has a right to exercise his freedom of utter-

ance, censuring them to the fullest extent. Doubtless some of our representatives are enti-

tled to much censure, and some to ridicule ; but, as a body, they generally appear to the

candid visitor as a collection of wise and honorable men. An English gentleman who ac-

companied me to both chambers, assured me that he had often sat in the gallery of the

Hoiise of Commons of England, of the Chamber of Deputies of France, and of the Diet of

Frankfort and other Germanic Legislatures, and not one of them could rival in apparent

talent, wisdom, decorum, and faithfulness to their constituents, the members of the Senate

and House of Pvepresentatives of the United States, in listening to whose delegates he had

^' spent many weeks during three consecutive

(jkllnoioh's .Statue ok Washington.

sessions. Being more interested in the his-

torical pictures in the Rotunda of the Cap-

itol, and in the books in the library of Con-

gress, than in the preliminary business of

the Legislature, I repaired thither, and oc-

cupied the remainder of the day in making
sketches of portraits contained in Trum-
bull's celebrated pictures, which adorn four

of the panels of that spacious room.'

Early on the following morning I again

went up to the Capitol, and sketched the

statue of Washington, by Greenough ; the

group of Columbus and the Indian Girl, by

Persico ; and the elegant monument erect-

ed to the memory of the naval heroes who
fought at Tripoli. The first is a colossal

statue of the Father of his Country, sculp-

tured in Parian marble by Greenough,

draped in classic style, and seated upon an

elaborately-wrought chair, the whole sup-

ported by a granite pedestal. In his left

hand the chief holds a Roman short sword,

in the act of presenting ;. the right hand,

with the index finger extended, is lifted to-

ward heaven. The chair has a filagree

scroll-work back. On the left is a small

' The Rotunda is under the dome, in the middle of the center building. It is 95 feet in diameter, and of

the same height. Just below the cornice, at the base of the dome, are four kasso relievos, representinfr Smith
delivered front Death by Pocahontas ; The Landing of the Pilgrims ; The Conflict of Daniel Boone with the

Indians ; and Penn''s Treaty. The Rotunda has eight panels, in four of which are pictures by Colonel John
Trumbull, representing The Presentation of the Declaration of Independence to Congress ;* The Surrender

* According to Colonel Trumbull's circular, now before me, the picture of the Presentation of the Declaration of Independ-
once. so familiar to every American, was begun in Europe in 1787. It contains faithful portraits of thirty-six members, who
were then living, and of all others of whom any correct represrntation could, at that early period, be obtained. These, with
others which have since been obtained, to the number of forty-nine, are faithfully given in the frontispiece to this volume.
There arc two heads among them who were not signers of the Declaration : John Dickenson and Thomas Willing, of Pennsyl-

vania. Trumbull's picture was engraved by A. B. Durand, the now eminent painter, in 1820-1. The paper on which it was
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Deecription of Greenough's Statue. Tuckerinan's Poem. A Chippewa's Speech. Persico's Group.

finfure of an aged man, with flowing beard, covered by a mantle ; on the right stands an

Indian of similar size, and both are in a contemplative attitude. On the left side of the

seat, in low relief, is an infant Hercules, holding a serpent in one hand. Near him is an-

other infant, prostrate, with its hand over its face. On the other side is Phcebus, with " his

coursers of the sun." On the back of the seat, below the filagree work, is a Latin inscrip-

tion, in raised letters.' This statue was originally intended for the center of the Rotunda.

Too large for that room, it was placed upon the open grounds facing the east front of the

Capitol, where, exposed to the sun and storm, its beauty, except in form, must soon pass

away. It is a noble work of art, and, as I gazed upon the features of the great chief in the

solemn grandeur of the inert marble, the beautiful lines of the poet came like a gushing

stream from the deep well of memory, and the heart chanted,

" O, it was well, in marble firm and white,

To carve our hero".s form,

Whose angel guidance was our strength in fight,

Our star amid the storm !

Whose matchless truth has made his name divine,

And human freedom sure,

His count r}- great, his tomb earth's dearest shrine,

While man and time endure !

And it is well to place his image there,

Upon the soil he bless'd
;

Let meaner spirits, who our councils share

Revere that silent guest

!

Let us go up with high and sacred love

To look on his pure brow,

And as, with solemn grace, he points above,

Renew the patriot's vow !"

Henry T. Tucicerman.

Eloquently did one of the chiefs of the Chippewa delegation address this statue, while

standing before it a few years ago. " My Great Father," he said, " we all shake hands

with you ; we have traveled a long way through the great country that you acquired for

your people by the aid of the Great Spirit. Your people have become very great ; our peo-

ple have become very small. May the Great Spirit, who gave you success, now protect us,

and grant us the favor we ask of our Great Father, who now fills the place first occupied

by you." What orator or sage ever expressed more in so few words ?

The group of Columbus and the Indian Girl, by Persico, is a good specimen of that

sculptor's skill. It is in white marble, and is intended as a representation of the idea of

the discovery of America. This group is on the south side of the steps of the eastern por-

tico of the Capitol. In the Discoverer's hand is a globe, appearing to the spectator, at first,

like a simple ball. The relative position of this figure to the statue of Washington, whose

right hand is elevated, impresses the beholder, at first sight, Avith the ludicrous idea of the

Navigator and the Patriot engaged in tossing a ball at each other. The naval monument

is upon the highest terrace on the western front of the Capitol. It is of white marble, with

of Burgoync ; the Surrender of Cornivallis ; and Washington resigning his Commission to Congress at An-
napolis. Besides these is a representation of the Baptism of Pocahontas, by John G. Chapman ;

The Em-
barkation of the Pilgrims, by Robert W. Weir

;
and llie Landing of Columbus, by John Vanderlyn. One

panel remains to be filled.

' The following is a copy of the inscription : "Simulacrum istud ad magnum Libertatio exemplum
NEC SINE IPSA DURATURUM, HoRATius Greenough faciebat."—" Horatio Greenough made this efligy,

for a great exemplar of freedom, and one destined only to endure with freedom itself."

Upon the granite pedestal are the following words, in large cameo letters : South side.—" First in

Peace." North side.—" First in War." West side.—" First in the hearts of his countrymen."

printed was made by Messrs. Gilpin, at Brandywine, and the printing was executed in New Yorli. It was first published in

1822, and is the original of the millions of copies of all sizes which are in circnl.-:ition.

The portraits of the officers of the French army in America, delineated in the picture of the Surrender of Cornwallis. were
painted from life, by Colonel Trumliull, at the house of Mr. Jefferson, at Paris. Copies of these portraits, fourteen in number
may be found in another portion of this work.
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Tripoli Monument. President Polk. Arlington House. Mr. Custis and the " Washino;ton Treasures."

a brown stone pedestal, and is about forty feet high. It stands within a large basin of

w"ater, eight or ten feet deep, and supplied by a fountain in which gold fishes in abundance

are seen sporting. The basin is surrounded by a strong iron fence. Upon one side of the

pedestal, in low relief sculpture, is a view of Tripoli and the American fleet, and upon the

other the following inscription :

" To THE Memory of Somers, Caldwell, Decatur, Wadsworth, Dorset, Israel.'"

This monument, although too small to appear grand, is a fine embellishment, and com-

mands the attention of every visitor to the Federal Capitol.

aDecember, I Passed the morning of the 8tha in the library of Mr. Force, preparing from
1848. oij maps a plan of my Southern route. Toward noon I went up to the presi-

dential mansion, and enjoyed the pleasure of an hour's interview with the chief magistrate,

the late Mr. Polk. It was not a visit prompted by the foolish desire to see the exalted, but

for the purpose of seeking information respecting an important movement in North Carolina

at the commencement of the war of the Ptevolution, in which some of the family of Mr.

Polk were conspicuous actors. I allude to the celebrated Mecklenbiirgh Convention, in

May, 1775. The president readily communicated all the information in his possession, and

kindly gave me a letter of introduction to the grandson of the secretary of that convention,

then residing in Charlotte, where the meeting was held. This matter will be considered in

detail hereafter.

At meridian I crossed the Potomac upon the mile-long bridge, and rode to Arlington

House, the seat of George Washington Parke Custis, Esq. His mansion, wherein true Vir-

ginian hospitality prevails, is beautifully situated upon high ground overlooking the Poto-

mac,Washington City, and Georgetown, half surrounded by a fine oak forest, and fronting

broad lawns. Mr. Custis received me, though a stranger, with cordiality, and when the

object of my visit was made known, the "Washington treasures of Arlington House" were

opened for my inspection. As executor of the will, and the adopted son and member of the

immediate family of Washington, Mr. Custis possesses many interesting mementoes of that

great man. He has several fine paintings. Among them is the original three-quarter length

portrait of his grandmother (Lady Washington), by Woolaston, from which the engraving

in Sparks's Life of Washington was made
;

also the original portrait of the chief by Trum-
bull ; of the two children of Mrs. Washington

(the father and aunt of Mr. Custis) ; of Parke,

an ancestor, w^ho was aid to the great Marl-

borough in the battle of Blenheim, painted by

Sir Godfrey Kneller
; crayon profile sketches

of Washington and his lady, made in 1796 ;

a beautiful painting on copper, in imitation of

a medallion, of the heads of Washington and

La Fayette, executed by the Marchioness De
Brienne, and presented to Washington in

1789 ; and a number of other fine family por-

traits, choice engravings, and sculpture. Mr.

Custis is himself an amateur artist, and has

painted several historical subjects, among which

is a cabinet picture of Washington at York-

town, wherein the figure of the chief is truth-
Washington and La Fayette.^

' This monument wa.s wrought in Italj', bj' Cnpelano, in 1804, by order of the surviving officers of the

siege of Tripoli, and paid for by ihem. It was erected in the navy-yard at Washington City in 1806, where

it was damaijcd l)y the British in 1814. This fact was kept in ]ierpL'tiial remembrance by the inscription

-ut upon it, '^Mutilated by Britons, August, 1814." When the monument was placed in its present posi-

iion, that record was generously erased.

^ The head of Washington is from a bust by Houdon, in possession of Mr. Custis.
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The Hessian Flag captured at Trenton. Anecdote of Wasliingtoa

fully delineated. A copy of his battle of Monmouth is printed on page 361. With books

and pencil, in the bosom of an afieetionate family, Mr. Custis, the last survivor of Wash-
ington's immediate household, is enjoying the blessings of a green old age. He has been

present at the inauguration of every president of the United States (now numbering thir-

teen) ; and he has grasped the hand in friendly greeting of almost every distinguished per-

sonage who has visited our national metropolis during the last half century. For many
years he communicated to the National Intelligencer his Recollections of Washington.

These are graphic pictures of some of the most eventful scenes in the life of the patriot chief,

described by eye-witnesses, and it is hoped that they will yet be arranged and published in

a volume by the author.

It wras almost sunset when I left Arlington House and returned to the Federal city.

Before breakfast the next morning I rode down to Alexandria, an old town on the Virginia

side of the Potomac, seven miles below Washington. It is quite a large place, and was

once a commercial mart of considerable importance. The town is handsomely laid out in

rectangles, and is said to be remarkably healthy. It has but little Revolutionary history,

except such as appertains to the personal affairs of Washington, whose residence, at Mount
Vernon, was near.' In its museum, which is closed to the public, are many relics of the

war for independence, of exceeding rarity and value, most of which belongs to Mr. Custis.

I procured permission to visit the museum from Mr. Vietch, the mayor of Alexandria, under

whose official charge the corporation has placed

the collection ; and, accompanied by an officer, I

passed an hour among its curiosities. Among them

is the flag which Washington took from the Hes-

sians at Trenton, mentioned on page 229. It is

composed of two pieces of very heavy white damask

silk, on which the devices are embroidered with silk

and gold thread. The lettering is all done with

gold thread. On one side is an eagle, bearing in

its talons a scroll and olive branch. Over it, upon

a ribbon, are the words Pro j^f'ificipe et patria

;

" For principle and country ;" a curious motto for

the flag of mercenaries. Upon the other side is a

monogram, composed of the letters E. C. T. S. A.,

and supposed to be that of the general command-
ant of the Anspachers. Under it ai"e the initials

M. Z. B., and the date 1775. The whole is sur-

mounted by the British crown. This flag was
probably wrought in England, while the German
troops were awaiting embarkation for America, to-

ward the close of 1775. It is four feet square.

The tassels, made of silver bullion, are suspended

to a plait of silver tinsel.

Near the Hessian flag was the royal union stand-
View of the two sides of the Hessian Flag.

' The following anecdote is illustrative of the generous and noble character of Washington in his early

manhood : When colonel of the Virginia troops in 17.54, he was stationed at Alexandria. At an election

for members of Assembly, Colonel Washington, in the heat of party excitement, used offensive language

toward a Mr. Payne. That gentleman struck the colonel a blow which prostrated him. Intelligence went
to the barracks that Colonel Washington had been murdered by a mob. His soldiers rushed to the city to

avenge his death. Joyfully they met him, and, being quieted by an address, they returned peaceably to

their barracks. Next day, Mr. Payne received a note from Washington, requesting his attendance at the

tavern in Alexandria. Mr. Payne anticipated a duel, but, instead of pistols in the hands of an irritated man,

he saw wine and glasses, and was met with a friendly smile by his antagonist. Colonel Washington felt

that himself was the aggressor, and determined to make reparation. He offered Mr. Payne his hand, and

said, " To err is nature ; to rectify error is glory. I believe I was wrong yesterday
;
you have already had

some satisfaction, and, if you deem that sufficient, here is my hand—let us be friends." And they were so.
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Wushington's Bier, and other Relics. Departure for Mount Vernon. The Mansion.

ard which Cornwallis surrendered to Washington at Yorktown. A picture of this flag will

be given when considering that last great triumph of the Americans. The Hessian and the

British flags are labeled, respectively, Alpha and Omega, for they were the ''first and the

last" captured by Washington.

A flag which belonged to the Commander-in-chiefs Guard, printed on page 120, and

one that belonged to Morgan's rifle corps, were also there ;
and in the midst of common

curiosities, covered with dust and cobwebs, stood the

hier on which Washington was carried to the tomb at

Mount Vernon. It is of oak, painted a lead color, and

is si.x feet in length. The handles, which are hinged

to the bier, had leather pads on the under side, fastened

Avith brass nails. Hanging over the bier was the letter

of Washington, printed in a note on page 115; and near

by laid a napkin said to have been used on the occasion when he was christened. The

mtains many other things of general and special interest
;

but, being closed to the

Washington's Bier.

museum coi

f€- v^'^.^cp

Mount Vebnon.'

public, they are quite useless, while neglect is allowing the invisible fingers of decay to de-

stroy them. I was glad to learn that the precious relics above named, which belong to Mr.

' This view is from the lawn in front, looking down the Potomac. The mansion is built of wood, cut

so as to resemble stone, like Johnson Hall, at Johnstown, in New York, and is two stories in height. The

central part was built by Lawrence Washington, a brother of the chief. The wings were added by the

general. . Through the center of the building is a spacious passage, level with the portico, and paved with

tesselated Italian marble. This hall communicates with three large rooms, and with the inain stair-way

leadinfT to the second story. The piazza on the eastern or river front is of square paneled pilasters, ex-

tendin<T the whole length of the edifice. There is an observatory and cupola in the center of the roof, from

whence may be obtained an extensive view of the surrounding country.

The Mount Vernon estate was inherited by Lawrence Washington, who named it in honor of Admiral

Vernon. He bequeathed it to George, and it passed into his possession on the death of Lawrence, which

occurred in the mansion we are now noticing, on the 26th of July, 1752.
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Approach to Mount Vernon. The Library and its Associations. Key of the Bastile. Destruction of that Prison.

Custis, are about to be transferred to the rooms of the National Institute, where they may
be seen by the thousands who visit the metropolis.

Toward noon I rode to Mount Vernon, nine miles below Alexandria. It was a mild,

clear day, almost as balmy as the Indian summer time. After crossing an estuary of the

Potomac the road was devious, passing through a rough, half-cultivated region, and almost

impassable in places on account of gulleys scooped by recent rains. Leaving the main road

when within about three miles of Mount Vernon, I traversed a winding carriage-way through

partially-cultivated fields, over which young pines and cedars were growing in profusion
;

the unerring certifiers of that bad husbandry which many regions of the Southern States

exhibit. When within about two miles of the venerated mansion, I passed a large stone

upon the left of the road, which denotes a boundary line of the ancient estate. It is in the

midst of stately forest trees ; and from this land-mark to the residence, the road, unfenced

and devious, passed through a greatly diversified region, some of it tilled, some returning to

a wilderness state, and some appearing as if never touched by the hand of industry. Sud-

denly, on ascending a small steep hill from the edge of a wild ravine, the mansion and its

surroundings were before me, and through the leafless branches of the trees came the sheen

of the meridian sun from a distant bay of the Potomac. I was met at the gate by an in-

telligent colored lad, who ordered another to take charge of my horse, while he conducted

me to the mansion. I bore a letter of introduction to the present proprietor of Mount Ver-

non, Augustine Washington, a grand-nephew of the patriot chief; but himself and family

were absent, and not a white person was upon the premises. I felt a disappointment, for

I desired to pass the time there in the company of a relative of the beloved one whose name
and deeds hallow the spot.

Silence pervaded the life-dwelling of Washington, and the echoes of every footfall, as I

moved at the beck of the servant from room to room, seemed almost like the voices of in-

truders. I entered the library (which, with the breakfiist-room, is in the south wing of the

building), and in the deep shadows of that quiet apartment sat down in the very chair often

occupied by the patriot, and gazed and mused with feelings not to be ut-

tered. Upon brackets were marble busts of Washington and La Fay-

ette, and a small one of Necker, the French Minister of Finance when

the Revolution broke out in France. The first is over the door of en-

trance into the library. It was executed by Iloudon, from life, he hav-

ing obtained a mask, in plaster, and is doubtless the best likeness extant.

Upon the walls hung the portraits of Laurence Washington, brother o(

the general, and of several female members of the family. In the great

hall, or passage, in a glass case of prismatic form, hung the Key of the

Bastile, and near it was an engraved view of the demolition of that re-

nowned prison. The large north room wherein Washington entertained

his political friends, with the furniture, is kept in the same condition as

when he left it. Upon the walls were pictures of hunting and battle ^'^^ °^ ''"^ Bastile.'

' This key of the old Paris prison known as the Bastile, was sent by La Fayette to Washington after

the destruction of that edifice by the infuriated populace on the 14th of July, 1789. This was the begin-

nintj of the French Revolution. The Bastile was orioinally a royal palace, built by Charles the Fifth iy[

France in 1369. It was afterward used as a state prison, like the Tower of London, and became the

scene of dreadful sufTerings and frightful crimes. When the mob gained possession of it in 1789, they took

the governor and other ofTieers to the Place de Greve, where they first cut ofi" their hands and then their

heads. With the key, La Fayette sent a plaster model of the old building. The model, somewhat defaced

from long exposure in the Alexandria museum, is among the collections of the National Institute, while the

key retains its ancient position at Mount Vernon. It is of wroufiht iron, seven inches lonix. La Fayette,

in his letter to Washington which accompanied the key and picture, dated "Paris, March 17th, 1789,'

said, " Give me leave, my dear general, to present you with a picture of the Bastile, just as it appeared a

few days after I had ordered its demolition, with the inain key of this fortress of despotism. It is a tribute

which I owe as a son to my adopted father; as an aid-de-camp to my general ; as a missionary of liberty

to its patriarch."

Thomas Paine, then in London, employed in constructing an iron bridge which he had invented, was
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Pictures at Mount Vernon. Chimney-piece. Monumental Eulogy. The Old Vault of the Washington Family.

scenes. Among them were prints of the death of Montgomery, and the battle of Bunker

Hill, but not one of any engagement in which Washington himself participated. There

hung the small portrait of the chief, on the back of which an unknown hand wrote an ad-

mirable monumental eulogy.' There, too, was a large painting—a family group—repre-

senting the mother and children of the present proprietor. The fire-place of the drawing-

room is decorated with a superb Italian chimney-piece, made of variegated Sienna marble, in

which is sculptured, in bold relief, on the tablets of the frieze, prominent objects of agricul-

ture and husbandry. It was presented to Washington in 1785, by Samuel Vaughn, Esq.,

of London. One room is closed to the public gaze, and I honor the holy motives which

prompt the veiling of that apartment from the eyes of prying curiosity ; it is the chamber

whence the spirit of the illustrious Washington departed for its home in

" The bosom of his Father and his God."

I passed out upon the eastern piazza (seen

'- —-, in the engraving), which overlooks the Poto-
""•> mac. By the side of the door hung the spy-

glass often used by Washington ; and, prompt-

, ed by curiosity, I drew its tubes, and through
^^ them surveyed the hills of Maryland stretch-

*^ ' '

ing away eastward on the opposite side of

, the river.

From the mansion of the living I went to

rf-,rY^ ^lljl ^ ^%.v^ the dwelling of the dead, the old family vault,

'\^ ^t"^^^*^ .\ " ,^ ^
situated upon the declivity of a dell in full

view of the river. It is about three hundred

yards south of the mansion. Therein the

"#^%^^ ^^*,^^^. ....ii^^P^
"

body of Washington was first laid, and re-

"'"^*^ ^-^fe^-^^r^:!?^""^ mained undisturbed for thirty years, when it

" '^
was removed to a new tomb, erected in a

Washington's old Family Vault. more secluded spot, in accordance with direc-

chosen bv La Fayette as the medium through which to forward the key to Washinjrton. Paine, in his letter

to the general accompanying the key, dated "London. May 1, 1789," wrote, " Our very good friend, the

.Marquis Ue La Fayette, has intrusted to my care the key of the Bastile, and a drawing, handsomely framed,

representins the demolition of that detestable prison, as a present to your excellency, of which his letter

will more particularly inform you. I feel myself happy in bemg the person through whom the marquis has

conveyed this early trophy of the spoils of despotism, and the first ripe fruits of American principles trans-

planted into Europe, to his great master and patron. When he mentioned to me the present he intended

you, my heart leaped with joy. It is something so truly in character, that no remarks can illustrate it, and

is more hap|iily expressive of his remembrance of his American friends than any letters can convey. That

the principles of America opened the Bastile is not to be doubted, and therefore the key comes to the right

place.

" I have permitted no drawing to be taken here, though it has been often requested, as I think there is

a propriety that it should first be presented. But Mr. West wished Mr. Trumbull to make a painting of the

presentation of the key to you."
^ It is supposed to have been written by an English gentleman. The following is a copy :

" Washington—
The Defender of his Country—the Founder of Liberty—The Friend of Man. History and Tradition are

explored in vain For a Parallel to his Character. In the Annals of Modern Greatness He stands alone;

And the noblest names of antlcpiity Lose their Luster in his Presence. Born the Benefactor of Mankind,

He united all the qualities necessary to an illustrious career. Nature made him sjreat : He made himself

virtuous. Called by his country to the defense of her Liberties, He triumphantly vindicated the rights o^

humanity. And on the Pillars of National Independence Laid the foundations of a great Republic. Twice

invested with supreme magistracy, By the unanimous voice of a free ]ieople. He surpassed in the Cabinet

The Glories of the Field, And voluntarily resinrninfr the Scepter and the Sword, Retired to the shades of

Private Life. A spectacle so new and so sublime Was contemplated with the profoundest admiration, And

'he name of Washington, Adding new luster to humanity, Resounded to the remotest regions of the earth
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Attempt to steal the Remains of Washington. The New Tomb. Sarcophagi of Washington and his Lady.

lions in his will.' The construction of this tomb was delayed until many years ago, when
an attempt was made to carry ofi' the remains of the illustrious dead. The old vault was
entered, and a skull and some bones were taken away. They formed no part of the remains

of Washington. The robber was detected, and the bones were recovered.

The new vault is on the side of a steep hill, on the edge of a deep wooded dell leading

toward the river. The interior walls are built of brick, arched over at the height of eight

feet from the ground. The front of the tomb is rough, and has a plain iron door inserted

in a freestone casement. Upon a stone panel over the door are inscribed the words, " I am
THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE ; HE THAT RELIEVETH IN ME, THOUGH HE WERE DEAD, YET

SHALL HE LIVE." Iiiclosing this tomb is a structure of brick twelve feet high. In front is

an iron gateway, opening several feet

in advance of the vault door, and form-

ing a kind of ante-chamber. This

gateway is flanked with pilasters, sur-

monnted by a stone coping, covering

a pointed Gothic arch.^ Over this

arch is a tablet, on which is inscribed,

" Within this inclosure rest the

REMAINS OF GeNERAL GeORGE WASH-
INGTON." I was much disappointed in

the exterior appearance of the tomb,

for it seems to me that in material and

design it is quite too common- place.

It justifies the description of it given

recently by Lord Morpeth, who visited ^^

it in 1841. " The tomb of that most

illustrious of mortals," he said, " is

placed under a glaring red building,

somewhat between a coach-house and a cage."^ Art should be allowed to contribute the

best ofTerings of genius in enshrining the mortal remains of George Washington.
In the ante-chamber of the tomb are two marble sarcophagi, containing the remains of

Washington and his lady. That of the patriot has a sculptured lid, on which is represented

the American shield suspended over the flag of

3^ the Union
; the latter hung in festoons, and the

^^a whole surmounted, as a crest, by an eagle with

^^ open wings, perched upon the superior bar of

1 the shield. Below the design, and deeply cut

^1
in the marble, is the name of Washington.
This sarcophagus was constructed by John
Struthers, of Philadelphia, from a design by

Washington's new Family Vault.

The Sarcophagus of Wasiii>

Jlatrnanimons in youth, Glorious tlirongh life, Great in Death ; His highest ambition, the Happiness of Man-
kind

;
His noblest Victory, the conquest of himself. Bequeathing to posterity the inheritance of his fame

And building his monument in the hearts of his countrymen, He Lived The Ornament of the 18th Century'
He Died regretted by a Mourning World."

' The following is the clause referred to: "The family vault at Mount Vernon requiring repairs, and
being improperly situated besides. I desire that a new one of brick, and upon a larger scale^ may' be built
at the foot of what is called the Vineyard Liclosure, on the ground which is marked out, in which mv re-
mains, and those of my deceased relatives (now in the old vault), and such others of i^y family as'may
choose to be entonibed there, may be deposited."

= This exterior structure was made for the special accommodation and preservation of the sarcophagi
inclosed within it, the vault being too small and damp for the purpose.

°

^ Lecture on Jmcrica, before the Mechanic's Institute at Leeds, November, 1850.
* This was placed in the family vault in the autumn of 1837. Mr. Strickl'and wrote an interesting ac-

count of the transaction. While the sarcophagus was on its way by water, he and j\Ir. Struthers repaired
to Mount Vernon to make arrangements for the reception. On entering, they found every thing in oonfu-

II. D D
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Tomb of Lady Washington. Narrative of the Re-entombing of Washington's Remains. Their Appearance.

The Lid

William Stricldand, and was presented by him to the relatives of

Washington. It consists of an excavation from a solid block of Penn-

sylvania marble, eight feet in length and two in height. The marble

coffin of Lady Washington, which stands upon the left of the other, is

from the same chisel, and plainly wrought. Both may be seen by the

visitor, through the iron gate.

Who can stand at the portals of this tomb, where sleeps all that

is left of the mortality of the Father of his Country, and not feel the

outgoings of a devotional spirit—an involuntary desire to kneel down

with reverence, not with the false adulations of mere hero-worship,

but with the sincere sympathies of a soul bending before the shrine of

superior goodness and greatness ?

" There is an awful stillness in the sky,

When, after wondrous deeds and ligiit supreme,

A star goes out in golden prophecy.

There is an awful stillness in the world,

When, after wondrous deeds and li^hl supreme,

A hero dies with all the future clear

Before him, and his voice made jubilant

By coiiiing glories, and his nation hush'd

As th» ugh they heard the farewell of a God.

A gre.it man is to earth as God to heaven."

WlLLl\M Kos-, Wallacl.

I lingered long at the tomb of Wash-

ington, even until the lengthening evening

shadows were cast upon the Potomac
;

and I departed with reluctance from the

precincts of Mount Vernon, where the

great and good of many lands enjoyed

the hospitality of the illustrious owner

when living, or have poured forth the si- MouNT Vernon, West kkont.

nion. Decayed fragments of conTins were scattered about, and bones of various parts of the human body

were seen promiscuously thrown together. The decayed wood was dripping with moisture. " The slimy

snail glistened in the light of the door-openmg. The brown centipede was disturbed by the admission of fresh

air, and the moldy cases of the dead gave out a pungent and unwholesome odor." The coffins of Washing-

ton and his lady were in the deepest recess of the vault. They were of lead, inclosed in wooden cases.

When the sarcophagus arrived, the coffin of the chief was brought forth. The vault was first entered by

Mr. Strickland, accompanied by Major Lewis (the last survivor of the first executors of the will of Wash-
ington) and his son. When the decayed wooden case was removed, the leaden lid was perceived to be

sunken and fractured. In the bottom of the wooden case was found the silver coffin-

plate, in the form of a shield, which was placed upon the leaden coffin when Wash-
ington was first entomlied. " At the request of Major Lewis," says Mr. S., " the

fractured part of the lid was turned over on the lower part, exposing to view a head
and breast of large dimensions, which appeared, by the dim light of the candles, to

have suffered but little from the effects of time. The ej'c-sockets were large and
deep, and the breadth across the temples, together with the forehead, appeared of

unusual size. There was no appearance of grave-clothes ; the chest was broad ; the

color was dark, and had the appearance of dried flesh and skin adhering closely to
'^'»«aa<rf>e*-' the bones. We saw no hair, nor was there any ofTensive odor from the body

; but

we observed, when the coffin had been removed to the outside of the vault, the dripping down of a yellow

liquid, which stained the marble of the sarcophagus. A hand was laid upon the head and instantly re-

moved ; the leaden lid was restored to its place ; the bod}', raised by six men, was carried and laid in the

marble coffin, and the ponderous cover being put on and set in cement, it was sealed from our sight on

Saturday, the 7th day of October, 1837 The relatives who were present, consisting of Major Lewis,

Lorenzo Lewis, John Augustine Washington, George Washington, the Rev. Mr. Johnson and lady, and JMiss

Jane Washington, then retired to the mansion."
' This view is from the lawn, looking east ; the buildings seen upon each side, and connected with the

mansion by arcades, are the servants' houses.

vGEQBGt: \NASmNGTON,
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Departure from Mount Vernon. Pohick Church. Occoquan and its Reminiscences. Dunmore's Repulse at Occoquan.

lent eiilopfium of the heart at hi.s grave. The sun was disappearing behind the forest when

T passed the gate, at the verge of a spacious lawn on the western front of the mansion, and

departed for Occoquan, about twelve miles distant, where I purposed to spend the Sabbath.

The road was in a wretched condition. It passes through a series of small swamps and

pine barrens, where once fertile plantations smiled under the fostering care of industry. At

sunset I crossed a large stream at the Occatunk saw-mills, where the aspect of nature is

grand and romantic, and at early twilight reached the venerated Pohick or Foivheek Church,

where Washington worshiped, and

Weems, his first biographer, preach-
'"

__^

ed. It is about seven' miles south-

west of Mount Vernon, upon an ele-

vation on the borders of a forest, and

surrounded by ancient oaks, chest- -*

nuts, and pines. The twilight lin-

gered long enough with sufficient

intensity to allow me to make the

annexed sketch from my wagon in

the road, when I gave my horse a

loose rein, and hastened toward Oc-

coquan as fast as the deep mud in

the highway would permit. A thick

vapor came up from the southwest

and obscured the stars, and when I

heard the distant murmurs of the

falls of the Occoquan, the heavens were overcast, and the night was intensely dark. As I

approached the village, I perceived that I was upon the margin of the waters lying deep

below, for there came up the reflected lights from a few dwellings upon the opposite shore.

I had more confidence in my horse's sight than in my own, and allowed him to make his

way as he pleased along the invisible road to the bridge ; how near to the precipice I knew

not, until the next morning, when I traced my wagon tracks, in one place, within a few feet

of the brow of a cliff scores of feet above the deep waters.

Occoquan is a small manufacturing village in Prince William county, near the mouth

of a creek of {hat name, and at the head of navigation up from the Potomac' The creek

falls seventy-two feet within the distance of a mile and a half All around the scenery is

remarkably picturesque, and to the dweller and traveler, under favorable circumstances, it

may be a delightful place. To me, the remembrance of a night at Occoquan is the most

unpleasant reminiscence of my journey. There was but one tavern in the place. It was

kept by a kind-hearted woman, who seemed desirous of contributing to my comfort, but her

bar-room, where strong liquors appeared to be dealt out with unsparing hand, was the

source of all my discomfort. There I could hear the ribald voices of loungers growing

more vociferous as the evening wore away ; and in my chamber I was not relieved. It

was midnight before the revelry ceased, and then two or three negroes, with wretched

voices, accompanied by a more wretched fiddle, commenced a serenade in the street. It

was two hours past midnight before I slept, and when I awoke in the morning the dram-

drinkers were again there, guzzling, and talking profanely. Greatly annoyed, I determined

to leave the place, and, contrary to my custom, travel on toward Fredericksburg, rather than

Pohick Chi'rch.

' After Lord Dunmore, the last royal governor of Virginia, with his motley force of whites and negroes,

was driven from Gwyn's Island in July, 1776, he sailed up the Potomac, and, with petty spite, laid waste

several fine plantations upon its banks. He proceeded as far as the mills at Occoquan falls (where the

village now is), and destroyed them. He was repulsed and driven on board his ships by a few of the

Prince William militia, and then descended the river. This circumstance will be noticed more in detail

hereafter. It is supposed that Dunmore intended to capture Lady Washington, and destroy the estate at

Mount Vernon. A heavy stonn and the Prince William militia frustrated his design.
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Visit to Pohick Church. Its dilapidated Condition. Worship there. , Rev. Mason L. Weeuis. Washington's Pew.

spend the Sabbath there. Informed that the roads between Occoquan and Fredericksburg^

were worse than those I had traversed the day before, I conchided to return to Alexandria,

and go down the Potomac to Aquia Creek on Monday.

I left Occoquan after a late breakfast, and rode as far as Pohick Church, on the road to

^ Alexandria, where I understood a Methodist meeting

was to be held that day. No person had yet arrived,

but the broad doors of the church stood wide open, in-

viting ingress. Within that venerated fane I awaited

the slow-gathering auditory for more than an hour.

When they were all assembled, men and women,

white and black, the whole congregation, including

the writer, amounted to only twenty-one persons.

What a contrast with former days, when some of the

noblest of the Virginia aristocracy filled those now de-

serted and dilapidated pews, while Massey or Weems
performed the solemn and impressive ritual of the

Church of England I No choir, with the majestic

organ, chanted the Te Deimi or the Gloria in Ex-

celsis ; the Decalogue was not read, nor did solemn,

audible responses, as in other days, go up from the lips

of the people. Yet the glorious hymn, beginning

" Come, holy Spirit, heavenly Dove !" was sung

with fervor ; and, standing behind the ancient com-

munion-table, a young preacher in homely garb, with

the eloquence of true piety, proclaimed the pure Gospel

of love, and warmed the hearts of all present with emo-

tions of Christian charity, the burden of his discourse.

I sat in the pew, near the pulpit, wherein Washington

and his family were seated. Sabbath after Sabbath, for

many years, ^ and I looked with peculiar interest upon the

Law, the Prayer, and the Creed, inscribed upon the

walls back of the chancel, on which, a thousand times,

the eyes of the Washingtons, the Masons, the Fairfaxes, the Coffers, and tlie Hendersons

had rested. It was a melancholy sight to behold the dilapidation of that edifice, around

which cluster so many associations of interest.^ A large portion of the panes of glass were

Rev. Mason L. Weems.'

The CommunionTable.

^ Reverend Mason L. Weems was rector of Pohick Church for a while, when Washington was a parish-

ioner. He was possessed of considerable talent, but was better adapted for "a man of the world" than a

clergyman. Wit and humor he used freely, and no man could easier be " all things to all men" than Mr.

Weems. His eccentricities and singular conduct finally lowered his dignity as a clergyman, and gave rise

to many false rumors respecting his character. He was a man of great benevolence, a trait which he ex-

ercised to the extent of his means. A large and increasing family compelled him to abandon preaching for

a livelihood, and he became a book agent for Matthew Care3^ In that business he was very successful,

selling in one year over three thousand copies of a high-priced Bible. He always preached when invited,

during his travels ; and in his tocation he was instrumental in doing much good, for he circulated books of

the highest moral character.

Mr. Weems wrote an attractive Life of Washington, which became so popular that it passed through

some forty editions. He also wrote a Life of Marion, which the cotemporaries and fellow-soldiers of that

leader disliked. They charged the author with filling his narrative with fiction, when facts were wanting

to give it interest. He died at an advanced age, leaving a large and well-educated family.

* A grand-daughter of Mrs. Washington, and sister of Mr. Custis of Arlington House, writing to Mr.

Sparks, in 1833, respecting the religious character of Washington, said, "His pew was near the pulpit.

I have a perfect recollection of being there before his election to the presidency, with him and my grand-

mother. It was a beautiful church, and had a large, respectable, and wealthy congregation, who were

regular attendants."

* Pohick Church derived its name from a small river near it, called by the Indians Powl]cck or Pohick.

It is within old Truro parish^ and its particular location is ascribed to Washington. Mount Vernon was
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A Swallow's Nest. Location of the Church. Vestrymen. A curious Document. Last of Braddock's Men

broken out, admitting freely the wind and rain, the bats and the

birds. The elaborately-wrought pulpit, placed by itself on one side

of the church, away from the chancel, was marred by desecrating

hands. Under its sounding-board a swallow had built its nest, and

upon the book-ledge of the sacred desk the fowls of the air had evi-

dently perched. I thought of the words of the "sweet singer of

Israel," " Yea, the sparrow has found a home, and the s-wallow a

nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altar, O
Lord of hosts I'" The chancel, too, is disfigured; but the Law, the

Prayer, and the Creed, painted on a blue ground above it, are quite

perfect. The pews are square,

with seats upon three sides, and

painted lead color. L^pon the

doors of several of them yet re-

main the initials of the former

occupants, among which I no-

ticed those of George Mason and

George William Fairfax, who,

with Washington, were the leading men in the parish."

The whole country around Pohick seems to be de-

generating in soil and population, and the old church

edifice is left without a euardian, to molder into oblivion.
Signatures of Mason and Fairfax.

within Truro parisli, and iu the affairs of the church Washington took a lively interest. About 1764, the

old church, which stood in a ditVerent part of the parish, had fallen into decay, and it was resolved to build

a new one. Its location became a matter of considerable excitement in the parish, some contending for

the site on which the old edifice stood, and others for one near the center of the parish, and more conven-

ienth' situated. Among the latter was Washington. A meeting for settling the question was finally held.

George Mason, who led the party favorable to the old site, made an eloquent harangue, conjuring the peo-

ple not to desert the sacred spot, consecrated by the bones of their ancestors. It had a powerful efl^ect, and
it was thought that there would not be a dissenting voice. Washington then arose, and drew from his

pocket an accurate survey which he had made of the whole parish, in which was marked the site of the

old church, and the proposed location of the new one, toffelher with the place of residence of each parish-

ioner. He spread this map before the audience, briefly explained it, expressed his hope that they would
not allow .their judgments to be guided by their feelings, and sat down. The silent argument of the map
was potent; a large majority voted in favor of the new site, and in 1765 Pohick Church was built.

' Psalm Ixxxiv., 3.

" Washington was a vestryman, in 1765, of both Truro and Fairfax parishes. The place of worship of

the former was at Pohick, and of the latter at Alexandria. Among the manuscripts in the library of the

New York Historical Society, is a leaf from the church record of Pohick. It contains the names of the first

vestry, and a few others. By whose desecrating hand it was torn from the records, or how it found its way
to its present restin<T-place. I know not. The following is a copy from the original, from which I also ob-

tained the signatures of Mason and Fairfax, given above. The names were signed at different times, durins

the summer and autumn of 1765.

"I, A B, do declare that I will be conformable to the Doctrine and Discipline of the Church of England,

•ts b)' law established.

" 1765. May 20//i.—Thomas Withers Coffer, Thomas Ford, John Ford.
'"19//; August.—Geo. Washington. Daniel M'Carty, Edward Payne, Thomas Withers Coffer, Thomas

Ford, Edw. Dulin, John Dalton, Danl. French, Richard Sanford, Thos. Shaw, Thos. Wren, Townsend Dade,

Charles Broadwater,* J. W. Payne, William Adams.
"20th August.—G. W. Fairfax, John West, William Lynton, Wm. Gardner.

"16//i September.—Edward Blackburn.
" nth September.—George Mason, Charles Henderson.
" October 2\st.—John Possey.

"21sf April, 1766.—T. EUzy."

* Captain Broadwater was the owner of a slave wlio drove a team with a provision-wagon, belonging to his master, over the
Alleghany Mountains in the memorable campaign in which Braddock was killed. The slave's name was Samuel Jenkins. He
was in the battle at the Great Meadows, but escaped unhurt. On the death of his master, when he was about forty years of
age, he was purchased by a gentleman, who took him to Ohio and manumitted him. He settled in Lancaster, Ohio, where he
resided until his death, which occurred iu 1849, when he was 115 years old. He was probably the last survivor ofBraddock's men.
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Return to Washington. Thunder-shower in December. Aquia Creek. Ahnost a Serious Accident. Potomac Church.

The preachei' told me that I might travel ten miles in any direction from Pohick (except

to Alexandria) and not find a school-house I A few northern farmers are now redeeming

some of the upper portions of Fairfax county ; and it is to be hoped that the circles of their

influence may enlarge until Pohick Church is included, and its walls saved from destruction.

When I left the church, a slight drizzle omened an approaching storm, and I hastened

to Alexandria, where I ascertained that I could not get upon the Potomac steamer with my
horse without going to Washington City. Damp, weary, and vexed, I gave Charley a loose

rein, for the day was fast waning. When within half a mile of the Long Bridge, a vivid

flash of lightning, followed by a loud thunder-peal, burst from the clouds, and seemed to

open "the windows of heaven," and set free all the " treasures of the cherubim." Another

flash and thunder-peal, with the accompanying deluge, came while I was crossing the draw-

bridge, and I reined up at the " Indian Queen," on Pennsylvania Avenue, at twilight, with

all the concomitants of a disappointed disciple of Isaack Walton. A thunder-shower in

December is a phenomenon so rare that I almost enjoyed the misery.

The steam-boat for Aquia Creek left Washington the following morning at two o'clock.

I was upon her deck in time, but a careless servant having left a part of my.baggage be-

hind, I was obliged to return and remain in Washington another day. It proved a fine one

for traveling, and the very reverse of the next day, when I was upon the road. The dawn
opened with sleet and rain, and a raw east wind. This was sufficiently unpleasant for a

traveler
;

yet a more vexatious circumstance awaited my debarkation at Aquia Creek.

From the landing to a plantation road leading to the Fredericksburg 2>iJ^c, almost two miles,

there was no wagon-track, the rail-road being the only highway. I mounted my wagon

upon a hand-car, employed two stout negroes as locomotives, and, leading my horse along

the rough-ribbed iron way, finally reached a plantation lane on the edge of a swamp. Where
the rail-way traverses a broad marsh, deep ditches cross it transversely. My horse, in at-

tempting to leap one of these, fell between the iron bars, with a hinder leg over one of them,

which prevented the use of his limbs in efforts to leap from the ditch. I momentarily ex-

pected to hear the thigh-bone snap, for almost the entire weight of his body rested upon it.

The salvation of the animal depended upon getting that leg free. I had no aid, for the

negroes had neither will nor judgment to assist. At the risk of being made a foot-ball, I

placed my shoulder in the hollow of the hoof, and with strength increased by solicitude, I

succeeded in pushing the limb over the rail, and the docile animal, who seemed to feel the

necessity of being passive, stood erect in his prison of iron and soft earth. Within a rect-

angle of a few feet, and a bank, shoulder high, he was still confined. He made several

efforts to spring out, but his knees would strike the margin. At length, summoning all his

energies, and appearing to shrink into smaller compass, he raised his fore-feet upon the bank,

gave a spring, and, to my great joy, he stood safe and unhurt (though trembling in every

limb) upon the road. With a light and thankful heart T traveled the sinuous pathway,

through gates and bars, for five or six miles, to the high road, the storm increasing.

The distance from Aquia Creek to Fredericksburg is fifteen miles. When about half-

way, I passed the ruins of old Potomac Church, once one of the

finest sacred edifices in Virginia. The plan of the interior was

similar to that of Pohick. The roof is supported by square col- ^^
umns, stuccoed and painted in imitation of variegated marble i^^A '

'*
'^-^^

The windows are in Gothic style. The Law, the Prayer, and ^"i
'

"."^

the Creed were quite well preserved upon the walls, notwith-

standing the roof is partly fallen in, and the storms have free

passage through the ruined arches. It is surrounded by a thick

hedge of thorn, dwarf cedars, and other shrubs, festooned and gar- ' "

landed with ivy and the wild grape, which almost eflcctually
^'''''^ °^ ^°''°"^*= ^«^"'^"-

guard the venerable relic from the intrusion of strangers. With proper care, this church might

have been a place of worship a century longer, but like many other old churches, consecrated

in the appreciating mind of the patriotic American, this edifice is moldering through neglect.
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1 !ie Rappahannock. Fredericksburg. Washington's Birth-place. First Monumental btone. Notables of Westmoreland

" They are ail passing from the land
;

Those churclies old and gray,

In which our fathers used to stand,

In years gone by, to pray.

Ay, pull them down, as well you may,
Those altars stern and old

;

They speak of those long pass'd away,

Whose ashes now are cold.

Few, few, are now the strong-arm'd men
Who worshiped at our altars then.

Then pull them down, and rear on high

New-fangled, painted things.

For these but mock the modern eye.

The past around them brings.

Then pull them down, and upward rear

A pile which suits who worships here."

Elizabeth Oakes Smith.

I crossed the Rappahannock' upon a long toll-bridge, and entered Fredericksburg at noon.

The city is old in fact, and antique in appearance. A century and a quarter ago the set-

tlers who had begun to cultivate extensively the rich lands upon the Rappahannock, applied

for a town charter. It was granted ;a and in honor of Prince Frederick, the father

of George III., and then heir-apparent to the British throne, it was called Fredericks-

burg. At that time there was only a tobacco warehouse on the site of the present city with

its four thousand five hundred inhabitants. The town is regularly laid out. Many of the

houses are of brick, but few are in modern style, or of apparently recent construction.

Fredericksburg is interesting, as connected with our subject, chiefly from the fact that

Washington passed his youthful days in its vicinity, and that near the city, beneath an un-

finished monument, repose the remains of his beloved mother. The place of Washington's

fjirth was about half a mile from the junction of Pope's Creek with the Potomac, in West-

moreland county, the " Athens of Virginia. "° It is upon the " Wakefield estate," now owned
by John E. Wilson, Esq. The house in which he was born was destroyed before the Rev-
olution. Upon its site, George W. P. Custis, Esq., placed a slab of free-stone, '^

, ] • ,1 •
, r 11 • , • . • 1 • 1 •

b June, 1815.
represented in the engraving on the ioliowing page, on which is the simple in-

scription, " Here, the 1 1th of February [O. S.], 1732, George Washington was born."'

' The Rappahannock is one of the largest streams in Virginia. It rises in the Blue Ridge, 130 miles

northwest of its entrance into the Chesapeake Bay, 25 miles south of the Potomac. It is navigable for ves-

sels requiring ten feet of water, to the Falls of the Raj)pahannock, a little at)Ove Fredericksburg.
- This name has been given to Westmoreland on account of the great number of men, disiinguished in

our annals, who were born there. Washington
; the two Lees, who signed the Declaration of Independence

;

the brothers of Richard Henry Lee (Thomas, Francis, and Arthur)
; General Henry Lee; Judge Bushrod

Washington, and President Monroe, were all born in that county. Richard Henry Lee's residence was
Chantilhj. on the Potomac. Monroe was born at the head of ^Monroe's Creek. In Stratford, upon the Po-

tomac, a few miles above the residence of Richard Henry Lee, is still standing one of the most remarkable

buildings in this country. I greatly desired to visit it, and portray it for this work, but circumstances pre-

vented. It was built by Mr. Thomas Lee, father of Richard Henry Lee, who was president of the King's

Council, and acting governor of Virginia. While governor, his dwelling was burned, and this edifice was
erected for him, either by the government or by the voluntary contributions of London merchants, by whom
he was greatly esteemed. There is no structure in our country to compare with it. The walls of the first

story are two and a half feet thick, and of the second story, two feet, composed of brick imported from En-
gland. It originally contained about one hundred rooms. Besides the main building, there are four offices,

one at each corner, containinnf fifteen rooms. The stables are capable of accommodating one hundred
horses. Its cost was about §80,000.

' The public career of Washington is illustrated in every part of these volumes, for he was identified

with all the important events of the Revolution. His life is too well known to need an extended memoir.

1 will here briefly chronicle a notice of his family, and the events of his early life. He was descended from

an old family of the English aristocracy. The name of Washington, as a family, was first known about

the middle of the thirteenth century. Previously there was a manor of that name, in the county of Dur-

ham, owned by William de Hertburne, who, as was the custom in those days, took the name of his estate
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Washington's Birth-place. His Ancestors. Arms and Monuments. First Monumental Stone to the Memory of Washington.

The house in which his nativity took plaee was precisely the same in appearance as the

family residence on the Pvappahannock, delineated opposite, being of the better class of plain

Site of Washington's Birth place.'

From that fjentleman have descended the branches of the Washington family in England and America.

The name is frequently mentioned in the local histories of England as belonging to per-

sons of wealth and distinction. Sir Henry Washington was renowned for his bravery at

the siege of Worcester against the parliamentary troops, and at the taking of Bristol.

Monuments erected in churches with the name of Washington upon them, are proofs of

their opulence. The ancient seat of the Washington family is said to be yet well preserved.

It is built of stone of great solidity. The timber is chiefly of oak; and in several of

the rooms, particularly in the large hall or banqueting-room, are remains of rich carv-

ing and gilding in the cornices and wainscoting. Over the mantel-pieces, elaborately

carved, are the family arms, richly emblazoned upon escutcheons. The walls of the

house are five feet thick. The entire residence is surrounded by a beautiful garden and

orchards. The old family monument, erected to the memory of " Sir Laurence Wash-
ington, Nite," grandson of the first proprietor of the name, of Sulgrave, and the ances-

tor of General Washington, is in the cemetery of Gardson Church, two miles from Malms-
bury. It is of the mural style, and bears the family arms. Sir Laurence Washington

died in May, 1643. Two of his sons, John and Laurence Washington, emigrated to

Virginia about the 3'ear 1657, and settled at Bridges Creek, on the Potomac, in West-

moreland county. The eldest brother of the emigrants. Sir William Washington, married

a half sister of George Villiers, duke of Buckingham.

John Washington, soon after settling in Virginia, engaged in military expeditions

against the Indians, and rose to the rank of colonel. He married Ann Pope, b}' whom
he had two sons, Laurence and John, and a daughter. Laurence married Mildred War-
ner, of Gloucester count}', and had three children, John, Augustine, and Mildred. Au-
gustine first married Jane Butler, by whom he had three sons and a daughter. His sec-

' This, and the picture of the residence of the Washington family on the Rappahannock, are from draw-

ings by John G. Chapman, Esq. Under date of August 21, 1851, Mr. Custis kindly furnished me with an

interesting account of the dedication of this first monumental stone to the memory of Washington. In June,

1815 (a few days before the corner stone of the Washington moniunent at Baltimore was laid), accompanied

by two gentlemen (Messrs. Lewis and Grymes), he sailed from Alexandria in his own vessel, the Lady of
the Lake, for Pope's Creek. Arrived at the hallowed spot -with the inscribed tablet, they proceeded to

deposit it in a proper place. " Desirous of making the ceremonial of depositing the stone as imposing as

circumstances would permit," says Mr. Custis, "we enveloped it in the 'Star-spangled Banner.' of our

eountr\% and it was borne to its resting-place in the arms of the descendants of four Revolutionarv patriots

and soldiers

—

Samuel Lewis, son of George Lewis, a captain in Baylor's regiment of horse, and nephew
of Washington ; William Grymes, the son of Benjamin Grymes, a gallant and distinguished officer of the

Life Guards ; the Captain of the vessel, the son of a brave soldier wounded in the battle of Guilford ; and

George W. P. Custis, the son of John Parke Custis, aid-de-camp to the commander-in-chief before Cam-
bridge and Yorktown. We gathered together the bricks of the ancient chimney that once formed the hearth

around which Washington in bis infancy had played, and constructed a rude kind of pedestal, on which we
reverently placed the first stone, commending it to the respect and protection of the American people in

general, and the citizens of Westmoreland in particular."

* The shi Id with the stars and stripes, on the right, forms the seal of General Washington. A copy of it, taken from a death

warrant, may be found in the Appendix.

.Arms of the Wash
INGTON Family.*
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Virginia Residence of the Washington Family. Early Life of General Washington. Death of his Brother Laurence.

Virginian farai-houses. It had four rooms, with an enormous chimney at each end, on the

outside. The estate on the Ptappahanuock was owned by his father, Augustine Washington.

IiLsIDENCE Ub THE \\ 4'•HI^C,r(J^ i i-UIL\.

ond wife was Mary Ball, to whom he was married on the 6th of March, 1730. By her he had six children
;

the first-born was George, the subject of our memoir. He was the great-grandson of the first emigrant to

America, and sixth in descent from the first Laurence of Sulgrave. He was born on the 22d (11th O. S.)

of February, 17.32. His parents soon afterward removed to an estate in Stafford county, near Fredericks-
burg, where his father died on the 12th of April, 1743, and was buried at Bridge's Creek. To each of
his sons he left a plantation. To his oldest survivor he bequeathed an estate on Hunting Creek (afterward
Mount Vernon), and to George he left the lands and mansion (pictured above) where his father lived. His
mother had five young children to nurture and prepare for active life. It was a great responsibility, yet
she performed her duty with entire success. To her guidance the world probably owes much of the good
which has emanated from the career of her illustrious son.

Washington received few advantages from early school education. There were then few good schools
in the colonies. The wealthy planters sent their children to England to be educated. The mother of George
did not feel able to incur the expense, and he was obliged to rely upon her, a neighboring school, and
occasionally a private tutor in mathematics, for his elementary knowledge. His practical mind developed
nobly under even this deficient culture. He left school when almost sixteen years of age, pretty thoroufrhly
versed in mathematics, and fully competent for the profession of a practical surveyor.

" When he was four-
teen years old, his half-brother, Laurence Washington, having observed in him a fondness for military mat-
ters, obtained for him a midshipman's warrant, in 1746. That gentleman had served under Admiral Ver-
non at the siege of Carthagena, and in the West Indies, and kept up a friendly correspondence with his

commander. He regarded the British navy as an attractive field, where his young brother might become
distinguished. The mother of young Washington partly consented : but when the time approached, and
the boy with buoyant spirits prepared for departure, her maternal feelings were too strong to allow a
separation, and the project was abandoned.

Laurence Washington married a daughter of the wealthy William Fairfax, who was for some time presi-
dent of his majesty's council in the colony. When young Washington left school, he went to live with his
brother Laurence at Mount Vernon, and his intimacy with the Fairfax family led to those initial steps in

his public life which resulted so gloriously. He was employed to snrvey the immense tracts of land in tho
rich valleys of the Alleghany Mountains, belonging to Lord Fairfax, a relative of William. When onlv
sixteen years and one month old, he set out with George W. Fairfax (whose signature, with that of Georo-'e
Mason, is on page 421) to survey these immense tracts. They suffered great privations, and encountered
many dangers

;
but this expedition proved a school of immense advantage to the future hero. He executed

his task very satisfactorily, and soon afterward received an appointment as public surveyor. He devoted
three years to this lucrative pursuit. His talents, probity, and general intelligence attracted the attention
of the authorities of Virginia. The encroachments of the French on the western frontiers of the state,

caused the governor to divide the province into militia districts, over which was placed an officer with the
rank of major, whose duty it was to drill the people in military tactics. Over one of these districts jonnc
Washington was placed at the age of nineteen, with the pay of S750 a year. He had just entered upon
this duty, when his brother Laurence, on account of failing health, was advised by his physicians to make
a voyage to the West Indies. He desired the company of George, and they sailed for Barbadoes in Sep-
tember, 1751. They remained there a few weeks; but hope for the invalid faded away, and he resolved
to go to Bermuda, and send George home for his wife. While in Barbadoes, young Washington was sick
three weeks with the small-pox. As soon as he recovered, he sailed for home. At first, an encouraging
letter came from Laurence

;
the second was desponding, and, giving up all hope of life, he returned home.

He lingered a short time, and died at the age of thirty-four years. His estate of Mount Vernon, as I have
elsewhere noticed, he bequeathed to George, in the event of his surviving daughter dving without issue
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several years before his marriage with Mary Ball (daughter of Colonel Ball, of Lancas-

ter), the mother of the illustrious patriot. Jt is nearly o])posite Fredericksburg, in Stafford

county, and when I visited that cily,a it was the property of the Reverend Thomas
Teasdale. The mansion-house, which stood near the present residence of Mr. King,

a short distance below the rail-road bridge, has long since gone to decay and disappeared,

and to the skillful pencil of J. G. Chapman, Esq., I am indebted for the accompanying

picture.

The storm continuing, and nothing of interest being left upon the soil known as " The

Washington Farm," I did not visit it, but contented myself with a distant view of its roll-

ing acres as I rode out of Fredericksburg to pursue my journey southward.

On the northwest corner of Charles and Lewis streels, in Fredericksburg, is the house

(the residence of Pv,ichard Stirling, Esq ) where the mother of Washington resided during

the latter years of her life, and where she died. There that honored matron, and more

honored son, had their last earthly interview in the spring of 1789, after he was elected

President of the United States. Just before his departure for New York to take the oath

of office, and to enter upon his new duties, Washington, actuated by that filial reverence

and regard which always distinguished him,' hastened to Fredericksburg to visit his mother.

She was then fourscore and five years old, bowed with age and the ravages of that terrible

disease, a deep-rooted cancer in the breast. Their interview was deeply affecting. After

the first emotions incident to the meeting had subsided, Washington said, " The people,

madam, have been pleased, with the most flattering unanimity, to elect me to the chief

magistracy of the United States ; but before I can assume the functions of that office, I

have come to bid you an affectionate farewell. So soon as the public business which must

necessarily be encountered in arranging a new government can be disposed of, I shall hasten

George was one of his brother's executors, and the duties incumbent thereon occupied the principal part of

his time.

When Governor Dinwiddle came to Virginia, he apportioned the colony into four grand military divisions,

aver one of which he placed iNIajor Washington. He exercised the functions of his ofiice with great skill

and fidelitv, and when the continued encroachments of the French and Indians called for a military expe-

dition, Major Washington was sent to reconnoiter, and collect all possible information. In this perilous

business he was successful, and so pleased was the governor and council, that they appointed him a com-

missioner to visit the French posts on the Ohio, and, in the name of the King ol' England, to demand an

explicit answer to the inquiry, "By what right do you invade British territory?'' The particulars of this

expedition will be noticed hereafter. Washington was then only twenty-one years old. He not only faith-

fidly executed the instructions of the governor, expressed on the face of his commission, but obtained a great

amount of information respecting the numbers and resources of the enemy. For eleven weeks he sutt'ered

great hardships with his few companions, when he appeared at Williamsburg, and laid his report before

the governor and his council. War was deemed necessary, and arrangements were made accordingly. The
other colonies were called upon for aid. Washington was appointed lieutenant-colonel of the Virginia forces

destined for Ohio, and in April he marched toward the Alleghanies. Some severe conflicts ensued, and

finally, the expedition was defeated. The conduct of Washington was highly approved. When Braddock

undertook an expedition against the enemy in the spring of 1755, Washington, at his request, accompanied

him as one of his military family. In the battle at the Great Meadows which ensued, Braddock was killed.

Colonel Washington behaved with the greatest bravery, and by his skill the army was saved from entire

destruction. He returned to Mount Vernon, and continued in the military service until 1759, when he was

elected a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses for Frederick county. He was married the same

year to Mrs. Martha Custis, widow of John Parke Custis. This event is noticed elsewhere. The estate

of Mount Vernon having come into his possession, he established himself there thi-ee months after his mar-

riage. From that period until his election as a delegate to the first Congress in 1774, his time was de-

voted to agriculture, and to the duties of a state legislator. He early espoused the cause of the colonists

in their disputes with Great Britain, and when the crisis arrived, he was appointed, as we have noticed on

page 563, volume i., commander-in-chief of the Continental army. From that time his life forms an im-

portant portion of the history of our Republic. His final retirement to JNIount Vernon after the war, and

his death, will be noticed hereafter.

' It is related that on one occasion, during the Revolution, his mother was with him at a large social

gathering. At nine o'clock in the evening the aged matron approached her son, placed her arm in his, and

said, "Come, George, it is time for us to be at home; late hours are injurious." With the docility of a

L-hild the general left the company with his mother; "but," as Mrs. Hamilton said to me, when .'^pca'dng of

the circumstance, " he came back again."
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to Virj^iriia, and
—

" Here the matron interrupted him -with, " You Avill see me no more.

My great age, and the disease which is fast approaching my vitals, warns me that I shah

not be long in this world. I trust to God I am somewhat prepared for a better. But go,

George, fulfill the destiny which Heaven appears to assign you
;

go, my son, and may
Heaven's and your mother's blessing be with you always." Washington wept ; the great

man was again a little child, and he kissed the furrowed cheek of his parent with all the

tender afiecfion and sitnplicity of a loving boy. With a full heart he went forth to " fulfill

the destiny" which Heaven assigned him, and he saw his mother no more. She died in

the autumn of 1789, and was buried on a beautiful knoll upon the estate of her son-in-law.

Colonel Fielding Lewis,' within sound of the busy hum of the city.

In the midst of the thickly-falling sleet, I made a pilgrimage to the grave of the mothei

of Washington, and sketched the hall-finished and

neglected monument which was erected over it a few

years ago. It stands near a ledge of rocks, where she

often resorted in fine weather for private meditation

and devotion. Years before her death she selected

that spot lor her grave. The monument is of while

marble, and, even in its unfinished state, has an im-

posing ajipearance. The corner-stone was laid by

Andrew Jackson, then President of the United States,

on the 7th of ]May, 1833, in the presence of a great

concourse of people. He went down the Potomac

from Washington City on the Cth," and was met at

Potomac Creek, nine miles from Fredericksburg, by the

Momimcnt Committee of that city. He was also met by a military escort, and conducted

to the residence of Doctor Wallace, where he was entertained. A large military and civic

procession was formed the following day, and proceeded to the grave, where the imposing

ceremonies were to be performed. Mr. Basset, in behalf of the citizens of Fredericksburg,

first addressed the president on the character of her whom they sought to honor. The
president made an eloquent reply ; and, as he deposited an inscribed plate in the hollow

corner-stone, he said, " Fellow-citizens, at your request, and in your name, I now deposit this

plate in the spot destined for it ; and when the American pilgrim shall, in after ages, come

np to this high and holy place, and lay his hand upon this sacred column, may he recall the

virtues of her who sleeps beneath, and depart with his affections purified, and his piety

strengthened, while he invokes blessings upon the memory of the mother of Washington."

Referring to this event, Mrs. Sigourney thus beautifully wrote for the Fredonia Arena :

"Long hast thou slept unnoticed. Nature .stole

In her soft minstrelsy around thy bed,

Tomb of the iMuihj^k ci. \v

' Colonel Fielding Lewis married Elizabeth, the sister of Washington. He was proprietor of half the

town of Fredericksburg, and of an extensive territory adjoining. During the war, in which his feelings

were warmly enlisted, he superintended the great manufactory of arms in his neighborhood. He was a

local magistrate for many years, and often rejiresented his county in the Legislature. He died in Decem-
ber, 1781, at the age of fifty-five years. His son George was at one time a captain in the Commander-in-

'hief^s Guard, and his other three sons were active public men. His daughter Elizabeth marrried Charles

' 'arter, Esq.
^ While the boat was lying at the wharf at Alexandria on this occasion. Lieutenant Randolph, who had

lately been dismissed from the navy, went on board, and proceeding into the cabin, where the venerable

president sat at table reading and smoking, made a brutal and cowardly attack upon him. Randolph was
instantly seized by the captain, when a number of his friends, who accompanied him, rescued him, and bore

him to the wharf. A citizen of Alexandria hearing of the outrage, was so greatly incensed that he said to

ilie president, "Sir, if you will pardon me in case I am tried and convicted, I will kill Randoljih, for this

insult to you, in fifteen minutes." "No, sir," responded the president, "I can not do that. I want no

man to stand between me and my assailants, nor none to take revenge on my account. Had I been pre-

pared for this cowardly villain's approach, I can assure you all that he never would have the temerity to

undertake such a thins asain."
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Spreading her vernal tissue, violet-gemm'd,

And pearl'd with dews.

She bade bright Summer bring

Gifts of frankincense, with sweet song of birds,

And Autumn cast his reaper's coronet

Down at thy feet, and .stormy Winter speak

Sternly of man's neglect. But now we come

To do thee homage—Mother of our chief !

—

Fit homage, such as honoreth him who pays.

Methinks we see thee, as in olden time

—

Simple in garb, majestic, and serene

;

Unmoved by pomp or circumstances; in truth

Inflexible ; and, with a Spartan zeal.

Repressing vice and making foil}' grave.

Thou didst not deem it woman's part to waste

Life in inglorious sloth—to sport a while

Amid the flowers, or on the summer wave.

Then, fleet like the Ephemeron, away,

Building no temple in her children's hearts,

Save to the vanity and pride of life

Which she had worship'd.

For the might that clothed

The " Pater Patria"—for the glorious deeds

That make Mount Vernon's tomb a Mecca shrine

For all the earth, what thanks to thee are due.

Who, mid his elements of being wrought,

We know not—Heaven can tell."

Almost twenty years have passed away since the imposing pageant at the laying of the

corner-stone was displayed, and yet the monument is unfinished. Still may Spring, and

Summer, and
" Stormy Winter speak

Sternly of man's neglect ;"

for the huge marble obelisk, as it came from the quarry, lies there yet,

defaced and mutilated by rude hands, and silently appealing to local pride

and general patriotism to sculpture its ornaments, and place it where it

was designed to be. Year after year the dust of the plain has lodged

upon the top of the half-finished pile, and the seeds of wild flowers have

been borne thither upon the wings of the zephyrs ; and where the base

of the noble obelisk should rest, Nature, as if rebuking insensate man,

hath woven green garlands, and hung flowery festoons. Upon the broad

tablet whereon was to be inscribed the beautiful memorial, " Mary, the

Mother of Washington," dark green fungi have made their humilia-
The obelisk.. ^j^^^ ^^^^^.j instead.

I left Fredericksburg^ at two o'clock, with the intention of lodging at Bowling Green, in

Caroline county, twenty-two miles distant. The post-road is one of the finest I ever trav-

eled ; broad, and in good condition. It passes through a gently rolling, fertile country, and

apparently well cultivated. When within about twelve miles of my destination I passed

a farm-house, from which two men, with a span of horses and a rickety market wagon,

' This is a sketch, from the original design of the monument, of the obelisk and its surmountings, in-

tended to be placed upon the present structure. Why half-hewn marble has been allowed to remain so

long unfinished that Vandal relic-seekers have ruined it, I can not comprehend. Is there not public spirit

enoucrh in Virginia to complete this memorial of her most honored daughter? Independent of the reflected

"•lory of her son, she w'as a noble woman, because truly excellent in all her relations in life ; a sincere

Christian ;
kind and benevolent ; and a mother who, like Cornelia, regarded her children as her jewels, and

cherished them accordingly.
'^ It is to me a matter of sincere regret, that when I was at Fredericksburg, I was not aware that Colonel

Hufrh Mercer, the son of the lamented General Mercer, who was killed at Princeton, was a resident of that

city. Educated at the public expense, by order of Congress, his name and character belong to history.

A portrait of this "foster-child of the Republic"' will be found in another part of this work.
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were just departing for Richmond, whither I was making my way. They, too, intended

to lodge at Bowling Green, and offered to pilot me. Their fresh horses tried Charley's

speed and bottom to the utmost. We crossed the Mattapony Pviver, a tributary of the

Parnunkey, at twilight, over two high bridges. Night came on with sudden and intense

darkness ; so dark that I could not see my pilots. At a fork I " lost my reckoning ;" they
taking one branch and I the other. Charley neighed, and tried to follow them. " I was wise

in my own conceit," and reined him into the other fork. I rode on for nearly an hour with-

out passing a habitation, and entirely unconscious of the nature or direction of the road I

was traveling. A heavy mist shrouded the country. At length the rays of a candle came
feebly from a window at the road-side. I hailed, and asked for and obtained lodgings for

the night. It was the hospitable mansion of Mr. Burke, a planter, some seven miles from
Bowling Green. I had wandered four miles from the direct road to that village, but was
not far from the nearest highway to Hanover Court House, my next point of destination.

I resumed my journey at daybreak, leaving Bowling Green on the left ; breakfasted at a
small tavern, after a ride of six miles, and soon overtook my pilots, Avho, in attempting to

reach a point beyond Bowling Green the night before, had broken an axle while crossing a
swamp. We journeyed on together to Hanover Court House, within nineteen miles of
Richmond. The appearance of the country changed materially after crossing the Matta-
pony. It became more hilly, sandy, and sterile, producing dwarf pines in abundance.
We crossed the Parnunkey a little below the confluence of its branches (the North and
South Anna), and, at a mile distant, reached Hanover Court House in time for a late din-

ner. The village nowa consists of the ancient court-house and tavern, one brick

house, several negro huts, and a jail. The latter was in process of reconstruction
^^^^^'

when I was there, having been burned a few months previously. Here was a flourishing

town before Richmond, now containing thirty thousand inhabitants, was an incorporated

village. The Pamuukey was then navigable for sloops and schooners ; now the channel
is filled with sand. Hanover was a place of considerable business. Sixteen hundred hogs-

heads of tobacco were annually exported from it, and it was regarded as an eligible site for

the state capital. When the House of Burgesses were
deliberating upon the subject of removing the Capitol

from Williamsburg, they came within a few votes of

deciding upon Hanover instead of Richmond. Where
the populous village once stood I saw traces of a re-

cent corn crop, but not a vestige of former habitation.

The old tavern where I lodged, and the court-house,

are objects of much interest, from the circumstance

that in the former Patrick Henry was a temporary

bar-tender,^ and in the latter he made those first ef-

forts at oratory which burst forth like meteors from

the gloom of his obscurity. He had passed his youth- Hanover C'ourt-house.2

' The Marquis de Chastellux, who visited Hanover in 1781, mentions this tavern as "a tolerablv hand-
some inn, with a very large saloon, and a covered portico, and destined to receive the companv whoassera-
ijle every three months at the court-house, either on private or public afTairs."

I slept in the ''large saloon ;" and under shelter of the " covered portico" mentioned bv the marquis, 1

sketched the court-house. The general external appearance of the house, I was informed, has been changed.
The manpiis relates the following anecdote respecting the passage of the English through that county :

"Mr. Tilghman, our landlord, though he lamented his misfortune in having lodged and boarded Cornwallis
and his retinue, without his lordship having made the least recompense, could not help lau<Thin<r at the fritrht

which the unexpected arrival / Tarleton spread among a considerable number of gentlemen who came to
hear the news, and were assembled in the court-house. A negro, on horseback, came full gallop to let

Them know that Tarleton was not above three miles off. The resolution of retreating was soon taken
; but

the alarm was so sudden, and the confusion so great, that every one mounted the first horse he could find,
so that few of those curious gentlemen returned upon their own horses.''

—

Travels, ii., 13, 14.
'^ This view is from the front, looking east-northeast. The building is of imported brick, with an arcade

in front. It was erected about 1740. An addition has been made to the rear, wherein is the judge's bench.
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ful days in apparent idleness, and, lacking business tact and energy, he failed to succeed

in mercantile pursuits, in which he was engaged. He became bankiupt, and no one

was willing to aid him. He had married at eighteen, and yet, in the twenty-fourth year

of his age, he had done little toward supporting a wife. They lived most of the time with

his father-in-law (Mr. Shelton), who kept the tavern at Hanover, and when the proprietor

was absent, young Henry took his place behind the bar. As a last resort, he studied law.

He applied himself diligently for six weeks, when he obtained a license, but for nearly three

years he was "briefless;" indeed, he hardly knew how to draw a brief correctly. At the

age of twenty-seven, he was employed in the celebrated P«/'So«s's Cause; and in Hanover

court-house, on that occasion, his genius was first developed. The case was a controversy

between the clergy and the Legislature of the state, relating to the stipend claimed by the

former.' A decision of the court in favor of the clergy had left nothing undetermined but

the amount of damages in the cause which was pending. Young Henry took part against

the clergy, and in his plea his wonderful oratory beamed out, for the first time, in great

splendor. Wirt has vividly described the scene in his life of the " American Demosthenes."'

' " The array before Mr. Henry's eyes was now most fearful. On the bench sat more than twenty

clerffymen, the most learned men in the colony, and the most capable, as well as the severest critics before

whom it was possible for him to have made his debut. The court-house was crowded with an overwhelm-

incr multitude, and surrounded with an immense and anxious throng, who, not finding room to enter, were

endeavoring to listen without in the deepest attention. But there was something still more awfully discon-

certing than all this; for in the chair of the presiding- mafjistrate sat no other person than his own father.

Mr. Lvons opened the cause very briefi}^ ; in the way of argument he did nothing more than explain to the

jury that the decision on the demurrer had put the act of 1758 entirely out of the way, and left the law of

1748 as the onlv standard of their damages. He then concluded with a hirrhly-vvrought eulogium on the

benevolence of the clergy. And now came on the first trial of Patrick Henry's strength. No one had ever

heard him speak, and curiosity was on tiptoe. He rose very awkwardly, and faltered much in his exordium.

The people hung their heads at so unpromising a commencement ; the clergy were observed to exchange

sly looks with each other; and his father is described as having almost sunk with confusion from his seat.

But these feelinjjs were of short duration, and soon gave place to others of a very different character; for

now were those wonderful faculties which he possessed for the first time developed, and now was first wit-

nessed that mysterious and almost supernatural transformation of appearance, which the fire of his own elo-

quence never failed to work in him ; for, as his mind rolled along, and began to glow from its own ac-

tion, all the exuvice of the clown seemed to shed themselves spontaneously. His attitude, by degrees, be-

came erect and lofty. The spirit of his genius awakened all his features. His countenance shone with a

nobleness and grandeur which it had never before exhibited. There was a liiihtning in his eye which

seemed to rivet the spectator. His action became graceful, bold, and commanding ; and in the tones of his

voice, but more especially in his emphasis, there was a peculiar charm, a magic, of which any one who
ever heard him will speak as soonas ever he is named, but of which no one can give any adequate descrip-

tion. They can only say that it struck upon the ear and upon the heart in a manner ichich language can

not tell. Add to all these his wonder-working fancy, and the peculiar phraseology in which he clothed its

imaijes, for he painted to the heart with a force that almost petrified it. In the language of those who
heard him on this occasion, 'he made their blood run cold, and their hair to rise on end.'

" It will not be difficult for any one who ever heard this most extraordinary man to believe the whole

account of this transaction, which is given by his surviving hearers ; and from their account, the court-house

of Hanover county must have exhibited, on this occasion, a scene as picturesque as has been ever witnessed

in real lite. They say that the people, whose countenances had fallen as he arose, had heard but a very few

sentences before they began to look up, then to look at each other with surprise, as if doubting the evidence

of their own senses; then, attracted by some strono; gesture, struck by some majestic attitude, fascinated

by the spell of his eye, the charm of his emphasis, and the varied and commanding expression of his coun-

tenance, they could look away no more. In less than twenty minutes they might be seen, in every part of

the lionse, on every bench, in every window, stooping forward from their stands, in death-like silence, their

features fixed in amazement and awe, all their senses listening and riveted upon the speaker, as if to catch

the last strain of some heavenly visitant. The mockery of the clergy was soon turned into alarm, their

triumph into confusion and despair ; and at one hurst of his rapid and overwhelming invective, they tied

from the bench in precipitation and terror. As for the father, such was his surprise, such his amazement,

such his rapture, that, forgetting where he was, and the character which he was filling, tears of ecstasy

streamed down his cheeks, without the power or inclination to repress them.
' The jurv seem to have been so completely bewildered that they lost sight not only of the act of 1748,

but that of 1758 also ;
for, thoughtless even of the admitted right of the plaintiff, they had scarcely left the

bar when they returned with a verdict of one penny damages. A motion was made for a new trial ; but

the court, too, had now lost the equipoise of their judgment, and overruled the motion by a unanimout
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We shall meet Patrick Henry again presently in more important scenes.

Upon the Pamunkey, a few miles below Hanover Conrt House, is New Castle, once a

flourishing village, but now a desolation, only one house remaining upon its site. That is

the place where Patrick Henry assembled the volunteers and marched to Williamsburg, for

the purpose of demanding a restoration of the powder which Lord Duiimore had removed

from the public magazine, or its equivalent in money. Of this I shall hereafter write.

I lodged at Hanover, and, after an early breakfast, departed for Richmond, the rain yet

falling. Between three and four miles from Hanover Court House,

I passed the birth-place of Henry Clay. It stands upon the right

of the turnpike to Fvichmond, in the midst of the flat piny region

called the slashes of Hanover.' It is a frame building, one story

high, with dormer windows, and two large chimneys on the outside

of each gable. Here the great statesman was born in 1 777. The

roads through this desolate region are wretched, abounding in those
>,u

-
"^

causeways of logs known as corduroy roads. Within ten miles of
_. . , , , , 1- -c 1 J ii • r „ Henry Clay's Birthplace.
Richmond the scenery becomes diversihed, and the vicmage ot a

large town is denoted by the numerous vehicles upon the broad road, consisting chiefly

of uncouth market-wagons, drawn by mules, frequently six or eight in a team, as pictured

in the sketch below. The negro driver is usually seated upon one of the wheel mules, and,

without guiding lines, conducts them by the vocal direction of haio and gee. To the eyes of

a Northern man looking upon these caravans for the first time, they appear quite picturesque.

I reached Richmond at meridian, a where I tarried with esteemed friends for a Dec. 14, i84e.

several days.

vote. The verdict, and judgment overruling the motion, were followed by redoubled acclaniiUion from

within and without the house. The people, who had with difficulty kept their hands off their champion

from the moment of closino- his harangue, no sooner saw the fate of the cause finally sealed, than they seized

him at the bar, and, in spite of his own exertions and the continued cry of ' order' from the sheriffs and the

court, they bore him out of the court-house, and, raising him on their shoulders, carried him about the yard

in a kind of electioneering triumph."
' The word slashes is applied to tracts of flat clay soil, covered with pine woods, and always wet. The

clay is almost impervious to water, and as evaporation goes on slowly in the shadow of the pines, the ground

is seldom dry. "The mill-boy of the slashes" was an electioneering phrase api)lied to Henry Clay some

years aijo, when he was a candidate for the presidency of the United States. Mr. Clay, who is now ( 1 852)

a representative of Kentucky in the Senate of the United States, is the last survivor of the Commissioners

who negotiated the treaty at Ghent in 1815, with the representatives of the British government.

^C

ViRGixr.i Market wagon.
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CHAPTER XVII.

" Virginia, hail ! Thou venerable .state

In arms and council still acknowledged jjreat

!

When lost Britannia, in an evil hour,

First tried the steps of arbitrary power,

Thy foresight then the Continent alarm'd
;

Thy gallant temper ev'ry bosom warm'd.

And now, when Britain's mercenary bands

Bombard our cities, desolate our lands

(Our prayers unanswer'd, and our tears in vain),

While foreign cut-throats crowd the ensanguinetl plain,

Thy glowing virtue caught the glorious flame,

And first renounced the cruel tyrant's name !

With just disdain, and most becoming pride,

Further dependence on the crown denied !

While Freedom's voice can in these wilds be heard,

Virginia's patriots shall be still revered."

Holt's New York Journal, June, 177(5.

ICHMOND, the metropolis of Virginia, is situated at the Falls of

the James River, a locality known and mentioned as early as 1609,

^^^ two years after the commencement of a settlement at Jamestown, and

the same year that Henry Hudson first entered and explored New
York Bay and the North River. In that year, Captain West was

sent, with one hundred and twenty men, to make a settlement at the

Falls. They pitched their tents at the head of navigation, at a place

now known as Rockett's, just below Richmond. It was near one

of the imperial residences of Powhatan when the foundations of Jamestown were first laid.

Captain John Smith, then president of the colony, visited West's settlement toward the

close of 1609. He disliked the situation, on account of the overflowing of the river, and,

purchasing from Powhatan a tract now known by that name, two miles below Pvichmond,

where the Indians had a palisade fort, he directed the settlers to remove thither. They

refused compliance, while Smith strenuously insisted upon obedience. An open rupture

ensued. Smith committed some of the ringleaders to confinement ; but this so exasperated

the remainder, that, with menaces of death, they drove him to his vessel in the river. The

Indians espoused the cause of Smith, and the settlers and the natives became bitter enemies.

Smith, greatly chagrined, sailed down the river for Jamestown. As soon as he was gone,

the Indians fell upon West's people, and slew several of them. The remainder were glad

to recall Smith, who had not proceeded far down the river, and receive his aid. He again

imprisoned some of the leaders, and established the settlement at Powhatan. There they

had a strong fort with dry wigwams, and about two hundred acres of land ready to be

planted. On account of the beauty and fertility of the place, they called it " Nonesuch."

As Smith was about to depart. West, who had been at Jamestown, returned, and, by his

influence, stirred up a mutiny, which ended in the settlers abandoning " Nonesuch" and re-

turning to the Falls.

A fortification, called Fort Charles, was erected at the Falls in 1615. Thirty-four years

afterward. Captain William Byrd, having been granted certain privileges contingent upon

his making a settlement at the Falls of fifty able-bodied men, well armed, as a protection

ao-ainst the Indians, built a trading-house and mill upon the present site of Pvichmond,

about three fourths of a mile above Pvockett's. The place was called Byrd's Warehousp.

The buildino- from which the name was derived stood near the present Exchange Hotel.
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Scene on the James River, at Richmond.'

A town \vas established there with the name of Pwichmond (so called because of its similar-

itjf in situation to Richmond on the Thames, near London), in May, 1742, on land belong-

ing to Colonel William Byrd, of Westover. It is situated upon the north side of the

James Pi.iver, upon the high hills of Shockoe and Richmond, and the margin of Shockoe

Creek, which flows between them to the river.

The scenery from almost every point of view amimd Richmond i.s exceedingly picturesque.

The river is almost half a mile wide,

dotted with beautiful wooded islands,

and broken into numerous cascades,

which extend to Westharn, six miles

up the stream. The Capitol stands in

the center of a large square, upon the

brow of Shockoe Hill, in the western

division of the city. From its south-

ern colonnade there is an extensive

view of the best portion of the town,

of the river, with its islands and cas-

cades, and the flourishing manufactur-

ing village of Manchester, on the op-

posite shore, with a back-ground of

fertile slopes. From this point the

eye takes in almost the whole area of

Richmond, made memorable by Rev-

olutionary events. Let us consider

them.

When noticing the adventures of

Sergeant Champe, while endeavoring

to abduct Arnold from New York (see page 206), I mentioned the fact that the traitor

sailed, in command of an expediiion, to Virginia, taking Champe with him. Arnold left

New Yorka with nearly fifty small A^essels, and six hundred troops, principally a Dec. 16,

Loyalists, for the purpose of carrying on a predatory warfare in Virginia. Con- ^^^°-

trary winds detained them at Sandy Hook, and they did not leave their anchorage there

until five days had elapsed. b Arnold entered Hampton Pvoads on the 30th of

December. His fleet had become dispersed, and several ships were mi.ssing. Anx-

ious to distinguish himself in the service of his royal purchaser, and favored by the capture

of some small American vessels by his advance frigate, he pushed up the James Pwiver to

seize or destroy the public stores at Richmond and Petersburg. Williamsburg, situated

about half-way between the James and York Pvivers, was the Capitol of the state when the

Revolution broke out. It was peculiarly exposed to the depredations of the enemy, and

was an unsafe place for the public records and stores. Richmond, though quite an insig-

nificant town of about eighteen hundred inhabitants, one half of whom were slaves, offered

a more secure place for public stores, and the quiet deliberations of the Virginia Legislature ;

and thither, in the summer of 1779, the troops, arms, and ammunition, together with the

public records, were sent, by order of the Assembly. Finally, the Burgesses, by an act

passed in May, 1779, made Pi-ichmond the permanent seat of government, and there all

^ This view is from a lono- shaded island extending up the river from Mayo's Bridge, one of the three struc-

tures which span the stream at Richmond. Down the river from our point of view is seen Mayo's Bridge,

and, in the extreme distance, the lower portion of Richmond, upon Richmond or Church Hill. Several fish-

traps are seen among the rapids in the river. On the left are observed two or three smaller islands. Since

the above sketch was made, a bridge, for the accommodation of the Danville rail-way, has been constructed

from the Richmond end of Mayo's Bridge, diagonally, to the southern end of the Petersburg rail-way

bridge, crossinnr very nearly our point of view. Not content with thus marring the beauty of one of the

tinest scries of islands and cascades in the country, the company have covered the bridge, so as to shut out

from the eves of passengers the surrounding attractions. Wherefore ?

11. E E

b Dec. 21.



434 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Arnold, with his Fleet, in the James River. Approach to Richmond. Activity of Jefferson. The Militia

the state offices were located at the period in question. Thomas Jefferson was then Gov-

ernor of Virginia.'

On the 3d of January, a Arnold, with his fleet, anchored near Jamestown,^ and the

next day proceeded as far as Westover, the seat of the widow of Colonel Byrd, about

twenty-five miles below Ptichmoud, where he lauded almost a thousand troops,^ and led

them toward the metropolis. Governor Jefferson had been apprised of the approach of the

fleet, but was not certain whether Pvichmond or Petersburg was the point of the intended

attack, until advised of the debarkation of the British troops. The whole country was

speedily alarmed. Jefferson called out all of the mditia from the adjacent counties
;
but so

sudden was the invasion, and so great was the panic, that only a handful could be collected

The white population were few, and scattered over plantations, with their habitations

widely separated ; and private interest, in many cases, made the planters more intent upon

securing their slaves and horses from capture than defending public property. Only about

two hundred armed men could be collected for the defense of Richmond.*

The enemy encamped on the night of the 4th at Four Mile Creek, twelve miles below

Richmond. Governor Jefi'erson, perceiving that resistance with his handful of raw militia

would be useless, turned his attention to the salvation of the public stores. By his activity

a large quantity was secured. Much of the portable property was carried across the river

to Manchester, and also the stores which had been sent to Westham, six miles above Rich-

mond, were ordered to be conveyed to the south side.

One object which Arnold had in view was the capture of Governor Jeflerson. That

officer left Pwichmond on the evening of the 4th, tarried a while at Westham to hasten the

removal of the stores, and then rode on to join his family at Tuckahoe, eight miles further.

Early the next morning he took them across the river to a place of safety, and then rode to

Britton's, opposite Westham, and gave further orders respecting the disposition of the stores,

bjan. 5, Hastening to Manchester, he arrived there in time to see the invading troops march,

1781. unopposed, into Richmond, at one o'clock.

b

When within a few miles of Richmond, Arnold so disposed his troops as to have the ap-

pearance of twice their actual number. A patrol of the militia who were assembled at

Richmond, met them when within four miles of the town, and, hastening back with the

intelligence that fifteen hundred British troops were within an hour's march of the place,

produced the greatest alarm and confusion. Many of the inhabitants fled into the coun-

try, and were afterward followed by the militia themselves, when the enemy entered

the town.

Arnold, advised of the weakness of the place, halted at Pvockett's, and sent Lieutenant-

colonel Simcoe, with the Queen's Pwangers, to drive the military from their position

' The public buildings were only temporary. The old Capitol in which the Legislature held its sessions

was private property, and stood upon the site of the present custom-house.

^ The Americans had a battery on Hood's Point, and when, late in the evening, the enemy anchored, a

fire was opened upon them. Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe landed with one hundred and thirty of the Queen's

Rangers and the light infantry and grenadiers of the 80th regiment, and made a circuit of about a mile in

the dark to surprise the garrison. On approaching the battery it was found to be abandoned, and the fleet

suffered no further inconvenience. See Simcoe' s Journal, page 16L
^ Simcoe, who accompanied Arnold, says, " General Arnold's force did not amount to 800 men." Ameri-

can writers generally agree that the number was at least 900.
* "The bare communication of the fact,"' .says Tucker, in his Life of Jefferson, "that a force of one

thousand, or, at most, fifteen hundred men, was able to invade a country containing at that time a popula-

tion of more than half a milHon, and fifty thousand enrolled militia, march to its metropolis, destroy all the

public, and much private property found there and in its neighborhood, and to leave the country with im-

punity, is a fact calculated to excite our surprise, and to involve both the people, and those who administered

its affairs, in one indiscriminate reproach. But there seems to be little ground for either wonder or cen-

sure, when it is recollected that these fifty thousand militia were scattered over a surface of more than as

many square miles ; that the metropolis which was thus insulted was but a village, containing scarcely

eighteen hundred inhabitants, half of whom were slaves ; and that the countr}^ itself, intersected by several

navigable rivers, could not be defended against the sudden incursion of an enemy, whose naval power gave

it the entire command of the water, and enabled it to approach within a day's march of the point of attack."
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The British at Richmond. Old City Tavern. Baron Steuben. Depredations by BrltUh Frigates.

[A A) upon Richmond Hill, near St. John's Church, on the south side of the Shockoe

^*.>' *- ..\,^ ,^*^ ^ ^^^"^ ^

'^^- \\"4t^\ „>'/ Creek. He marched up the hill in small

detachments, when the militia, after firing

a few shots, fled to the woods in the rear.

Along the base of the hill, leading into

the portion of the town lying in the val-

ley, Simcoe sent his cavalry to surprise the

militia there. The latter escaped across

the creek to Shockoe Hill, followed by

the whole body of the Rangers, and made

a stand near the site of the Capitol (B).

A large number of spectators were also

there, and as the Rangers ascended the

hill, they fled to the country, hotly pur-

sued by the enemy's cavalry.

After taking possession of Richmond,

Arnold ordered Simcoe to proceed to West-

ham, and destroy the cannon-foundery and the magazine there. The trunnions of most of

the cannons were broken ofi'; the powder in the magazine which they could not carry away
was thrown into the river, and, before night, the i'oundery was a desolation. The Rangers

returned to Richmond, and the whole hostile force quartered in the town during the

night. a Arnold and Simcoe made their quarters at the Old City Tavern, yet j;,n 5

standing on Main Street, but partially in ruins, when I visited Richmond. "Many '^'^^•

houses were entered and plundered by the invaders. ,-a_j.,^^^

They obtained a considerable quantity of rum, and a
««r -^

large portion of them spent the night in drunken

revelry.

Baron Steuben, who was then collecting the Vir-

ginia levies for General Greene's army at the South,

was at Colonel Fleming's, in Powhatan county, a few

rniles from Manchester. Thither Governor Jeflerson

went to solicit aid. While there, some of the citizens

waited on him to tender an ofler from Arnold to spare

the town, provided British vessels were permitted to

come up unmolested, and carry off' tobacco from the ^^^ ^"^' '''-^^f^Kx-i

warehouses. The governor promptly rejected the proposal, and the enemy applied the torch.

^

Note.—This plan represents the invasion of Richmond on the 5th of Januarj^, 1781. A A is the first

position of the American militia on Richmond Hill; B, the second position of the military and people on

Shockoe Hill ; C, the Queen's Ranfrers marching to the attack ; D, the cavalry of the Queen's Rangers
;

E, Yagers
;
F, the main body of the British with General Arnold ; G, two cannons in battery ; H, a fine

plantation, opposite the present Rockett's.

' This is a frame building, and stands on the northwest corner of Main'and Nineteenth streets. A por-

tion of the lower part is jet inhabited (1852). The glass and some of the sashes in the upper story are

gone, and the roof is partly decayed and fallen in on the west end. Here Cornwallis and other British of-

ficers were quartered at a later period, and beneath its roof the good Washington was once sheltered.

^ British frigates ascended the rivers of Virginia, and levied contributions upon all the tide-water coun-

ties. On one of these occasions the Mount Vernon estate was menaced with destruction by Captain Graves,

of the Acteon. The manager, Mr. Lund Washington, to save the buildings, complied with the terms, and

consented to furnish a supply of provisions. Washington highly disapproved of this proceedinjr, and, in a

letter to his nephew, declared that he would I'ather have had the buildings destroyed, than saved by such
" a pernicious exaiuple."
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JJeparUire of Arnold from Richmond. French Fleet in Hampton Roads. Houdon's Statue of Washington.

<^uite a number of public and private buildings, together with a great quantity of tobacco,

were burned. The public records had been saved through the vigilance of Jefierson ; and

Arnold, finding no more plunder or objects on which to pour out his wrath—the ire of a

most vindictive heart toward those whom he had foully wronged—withdrew to Westover,

and re-embarkeda to proceed to commit other depredations upon the river shores

and the coasts of the Virginia bays. On the same day Jefierson returned to Pvich-

mond, and quiet was restored.

A large body of militia rapidly rallied around Steuben ; and General Nelson also collected

another large force lower down on the James River. Arnold was pursued, but succeeded

in reaching Portsmouth, opposite Norfolk, where he established his head-quarters. Soon

afterward a French sixty-four gun ship (the Eveille), and two large frigates, from Newport,

nitered the Chesapeake.' Thus menaced by land and water, Arnold resolved to remain at

Portsmouth, whither the large French vessels could not follow.'^ The little fleet, after

h Feb. 24,

1761.

making a few captures, and

efforts to ascend the Eliza-

beth Ptiver, returned to New-
port, l^ having been

absent only fifteen

days. We shall meet Ai-

uold again presently.

I passed the day after my
arrival at Richmond in vis-

iting and sketching some lo

calities and objects of note

within the city. I first went

up to the Capitol, where, alt

er loitering an hour in th

state library, I copied the

line statue of Washington, by

IJoudon, a celebrated French

sculptor, which stands within

an iron railing in the center

of the rotunda. It was made
m Paris, five years after the

olose of the Ptevolution, by

order of the Virginia Assem-

bly, under the direction of

Mr. Jefierson, who was then

minister at the court of Ver-
Statue of Washington.

sailles. The statue is of fine

white marble, of life size ; the

costume, the military dress of

the Revolution. The right

hand of the patriot rests upon

a stafi", the left is upon the

folds of a military cloak cov-

ering one end of the fasces,

with which is connected the

plowshare, the emblem of

agriculture, the chief pursuit,

of the Virginians. The in-

scription upon the pedestal

was written by James Madi-

son, aftervi'ard President of

the United States.^ In a

small niche near is a marble

bust of La Fayette, and in

the gallery of the rotunda is

a fine full length portrait of

Chief-justice Marshall.

From the Capitol I walked

to the Monumental Church,

a neat edifice of octagon form,

belonging to the Protestant

Episcopalians. It derives its

^ At the solicitation of Governor Jefferson and of Conofress, Luzerne, the French minister, had requested

that, if possible, a ship of the line and some frigates might be sent up the Chesapeake to oppose Arnokl.

It was determined to use every effort to capture the traitor ; and, while Steuben wa.s narrow)}' watching his

movements from a nearer point of view, Washington detached La Fayette with twelve hundred men, drawn

from the New England and New Jersey lines, to march to Virginia, and co-operate in the double enter-

prise of defending that state and capturing the renegade. M. de Tiliey was detached from Newport, on

the 9th of February, with a sixty-four and two fri<rates, for the Chesapeake. The little squadron of De
Tiliey captured the Romulus, a British frigate of forty-four guns, and also two privateers, one of eighteen

and the other of fourteen guns; sent four ]irizcs to Yorktown, and burned four others. They also captured

about five hundred prisoners. Fortunately for Arnold, Admiral Arbnthnot gave him timely warning of the

approach of the French vessels, and, as I have mentioned in the text, he escaped up the Elizabeth River.

The events at Portsmouth and vicinity will be detailed ))rcsenlly.

- The Eveille did not attempt to follow him from Hiimpton Roads. One of the frigates, the Surveillanfe,

ran aground in endeavoring to ascend the Elizabeth River, and was got off only by taking out her guns

and casks of water.
^ J'he following is a copy of the inscription

:
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Mouumental Church. Dsstruction of the Richmond Theater. St. John's Church. Virginia Washington Monument

name from the circumstance that under its portico is a monumental urn, erected to the

memory of those who lost their lives when the R.ichmond theater was burned, on the night

of the 2Gth of December, 1811.' This church was erected upon the site of the destroyed

theater. There the late venerable Bishop Moore preached during the whole time of his

residence in Richmond ; and there I heard the voice. of his successor, Bishop Mead, on whom
the mantle of his poodness hath fallen.

Crossing the deep valley of the Shockoe upon the broad and lofty causeway just com-

]i]eted, I visited and sketched old St. John's Church (see engraving on next page), upon

Richmond Hill, and lingered long among its venerable graves. It is the oldest church in

Richmond, and one of the most ancient in the state. The burial-ground whicli surrounds

it is embowered in trees and shrubbery, and from its southern slope there is a noble view

of the city and surrounding country. The main portion of the building is the same as it

was in the Revolution, the tower alone being modern. On Sunday J sat within its hallowed

walls, and, while the voice of the preacher was uttering the eloquence of persuasive piety,

predicated upon the apostolic annunciation, " We are embassadors for Christ,"^ and urged

his hearers to heed his voice of warning, and join the .standard of those who sought the

freedom of the Gospel, my thoughts involuntarily glanced back over a period of seventy-

three years, to the hour when, within that same temple, ^ the voice of Patrick
•

. . . .
.a March, 1775.

Henry enunciated those burning words which aroused the Continent to action,

" Give me liberty, or give me de.vth I" There the people oi' Virginia assembled in rep-

" GEORGE WASHINGTON.
" The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia have caused this statue to be erected, as a

monument of affection and gratitude to George Washington, who, uniting to the endowments of a hero
the virtues of the patriot, and exerting both in establishing the liberties of his country, has rendered his name

dear to his fellow-citizens, and given the world an immortal example of true glory. Done in the year of

Chr:_.t, one thousand seven hundred and eightj'-eight, and in the year of the Commonwealth, the twelfth."

On the 22d of February, 1850, the corner-stone of a new and elegant monument, to be erected npon

Capitol Scjuare. by order of the Virginia Legislature, was laid with imposing ceremonies. The appropri-

ation made bv the Leffislature for the purpose was first suggested by the Virginia Historical Society.

Crawford, the eminent American sculptor, is now engaged upon the work in Italy. The monument will

be composed of a broad base, with flights of steps between pedestals at proper intervals. These pedestals,

six in number, will support each a colossal eagle. From this base will arise another for the lofty and ele-

gantly wrought pedestal in the center, designed to support a colossal equestrian statue of Washington. Upon

the second base are to be eight small pedestals, supporting the statues of Virginia and Liberty, and of sev-

eral of the Revolutionary patriots of that state. The grand pedestal will contain, in different parts, appro-

priate inscriptions, civic wreaths, stars, &c. This is but a meager description of the beautiful design be-

fore me. It will be an honor not only to VirjTinia, but to the Republic.

The ofrand master of the Masonic fraternity laid the corner-stone of the monument, in the presence of

President Taylor and his cabinet, the Governor of Virginia, and a large concourse of people. On that oc-

casion, he wore the apron beautifully wrought by the hand of La Fayette's wife, and presented to Wash-

ington by the Grand Lod^e of France. Both generals were members of the order. The apron is in the

possession of Mount Nebo Lodge, No. 91, located at Shepherdstown.* The oration delivered on the oc-

casion was by Robert G. Scott, Esq. It is expected that the monument will be completed in 18.55.

'- The audience on that night was uncommonly larsje, and composed chiefly of the first class of citizens,

amonij whom was the srovernor of the state, George W. Smith. Some of the scenery was ignited b}^ a chan-

delier at the back part of the stage, while the most of it was concealed by a drop-curtain. The combusti-

ble materials of all the stage arrangements made the flames spread with wonderful rapidity, and before the

audience could make their escape by the only door of egress, in the front of the building, the whole wooden

edifice was in flames. Some leaped from the windows and were saved ; others were thus severely injured
;

and a larsje number perished in the flames, or were suffocated by the smoke in the burning building. Si.xty-

six white persons, and six colored ones, were destroyed. The governor was one of the victims. It was a

night of woe in Richmond, and months and even years were required to elapse, before the jrloom was en-

tirely dissipated. The funeral obsequies of the dead were performed on the 28th of the month, in the pres-

ence of almost the entire population. ^ Gal., v., 20.

* Misled by careless historians and current tradition, I have stated on page 307, of the first volume of this work, that Wash-

ington was initiated into the secrets of the order at Morristown, in New Jersey. The records exiiiljitrd by the orator on the oc-

casion of laying the cornerstone of the Virginia Monument, show that he was initiated on the 4th of November. 1752, in Lodge

No. 4, in Fredericksburg, Virginia, when he was not quite twenty-one years of age. He was raised to the degree of Master

Mason on the 4th of .August, I7.')3. It is asserted that all^f the ina.ior generals of the Revolutionary army were master masons,

except one; that one was the "lost Pleiad"

—

Benedict .Arnold.
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The Constitutional Convention. Its Members and their Vote. Mayo's Bridge. The " Old Stone House."

resentative convention to ratify or reject the Federal Constitution the glorious

''''
guaranty of our civil freedom. Patrick Henry was then there, and, filled with ap-

St. John's Chdkch.'

prehension lest the new Constitution should destroy state sovereignty and concentrate a fear-

ful power in the hands of the chief magistrate, he lifted up his eloquent voice against it.

There, too, were Madison and Monroe, who both subsequently filled the chair of the chief

magistracy of the republic. 'There was Chancellor Wythe, a signer of the Declaration of

Independence ;
Marshall, the eminent chief justice, and the biographer of Washington

;

Pendleton, one of Virginia's noblest sons, and president of the Constitutional Convention
;

Mason, the sage, and personal friend of Washington ; Gray-

a^^^L^ son, the accomplished scholar and soldier
; Nicholas, an

"^ *
offieer of Washington's L/fe Guard ; Edmnnd Randolph,

then governor of the state ; Bushrod Washington, a nephew

of the general ; Innes, the attorney general of the state
;

the brave Theodoric Bland of the Continental army ; Har-

rison, another signer of the great Declaration, and many
other Itmiinaries of less brilliancy. Of the 168 members

who voted on the measure in that convention, there was a

majority of only two in favor of the Federal Constitution.

Leaving St. John's and its interesting associations, I

'^t^ ^"^^ff^^^e^ strolled into the town, and crossed the James River to

iHf luNi- 11 L5F Manchester, over Mayos Bridge." On my way I sketched

the City Tavern, printed on page 435, and the Old Stone House near it, which was the first

^ This view is from the burial-ground, looking southwest. The willow seen on the left, leaning by the

side of a monument, is a venerable tree. It appears to have been planted by the hand of affection when
ihe monument was reared. In the progress of its growth the trunk has moved the slab at least six inches

from its oriiriiial position. Ho\v imperceptible vi^as that daily motion when the sap was flowing, and yet

how certain and powerful !

- This bridge is nearly four hundred yards in length, and spans the James River near the foot of the frrcat

rapids. It was built, soon after the close of the Re"olution, by Colonel John JMayo, who received a large

revenue from the tolls.
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Reminiscences of the " Old Stone House." Anecdote of Monroe. Patrick Henry.

Jwelling erected in Richmond. It stands upon the northwest corner of INIain and Twenti-

eth streets, and was among the honses

in Richmond which was spared h}' the

incendiary in 1781. It was occupied,

when I visited it, by Mrs. Ehzabeth

Welsh, whose great-grandfather, Jacob

Ege, from Germany, built it before

Byrd's warehouse was erected. It was

owned by Mrs. Welsh's father, Samuel

Ege, who was a commissary in the Amer-

ican army during a part of the Revolu-

tion. Washington, JefTerson, Madison,

and Monroe (four of the presidents of the

United States) have all been beneath its

roof. Mrs. Welsh iuformed me that she

well remembers the fact that Monroe

boarded with her mother, while attend-

uig the Virginia Convention in 17S8,

just alluded to.' She was then ten years

of age.

I passed a portion of the afternoon

among the tobacco factories in Rich-

mond, and the cotton atid iron factories

at Manchester, and then lingered until

almost sunset upon the beautiful island

above Mayo's Bridge," from which I

' Mrs. Welsh related a circumstance which she well remembered. While Monroe was boarding with

her mother, Samuel Hardy, another member of the convention, was also there. Hardy was a very modest,

retiring man. One morning at breakfast, Monroe remarked to Hardy, in a jocular manner, "1 have no

doubt you will be governor of the state yet." "Yes," rejoined Hardy, "and you will have your hair

cued and be sent to Congress." Hardy was afterward lieutenant governor of the state, and Monroe was

not only ''sent to Congress" as a senator, but became a foreign minister, and chief magistrate of the

nation.

- Another noble bridire spans the James River a short distance above, which was constructed for the

iiassage of the Richmond and Petersburg rail-way. A third bridge has been erected since my visit there,

vhich is referred to on page 433.
^ Patrick Henry was born at the family seat of his father, called Studley, in Hanover county, Virginia,

•m the 29th of May, 1736. At the age of ten years he was taken from school, and placed under the tuition

• if his father, in his own house, to learn Latin. He acquired .some proficiency in mathematics; but it now
liccame evident that he had a greater taste for hunting and fishing than for study. We have already con-

sidered the character of his youth and early manhood, on page 430, until his powers of eloquence were first

developed in a speech in Hanover court-house. From that period 3Ir. Henry rose rapidly to the head of

his profession. He removed to Louisa county in 1764, and in the autumn of that year he was employed

to argue a case before a committee on elections of the House of Burgesses. He made an eloquent speech

on the right of suffrage, and his uncouth appearance was entirely lost sight of by the wondering burgesses.

He was elected a member of the Virginia Legislature in 1765. During that session he made his memora-

ble speech in opposition to the Stamp Act, which I shall notice more particularly hereafter. Mr. Henry

was admitted to the bar of the General Court in 1769. At that time he was again a resident of his native

county ; and from that period until the close of the Revolution he was connected with the House of Bur-

gesses as a member, and as governor of the state. He was elected a delegate to the first Conirress in

1774, and there, as we have seen, gave the first impulse to its business. In 1775, when Lord Dunmore
seized and conveyed on board a British vessel of war a part of the powder in the provincial magazine at

Williamsburg, jNIr. Henry assembled the independent companies of Hanover and King William counties,

.liid, boldly demandinsi its restoration or its equivalent in money, forced a compliance. He was chosen the

first republican governor of Virginia, after the departure of Dunmore, in 1776, which office he held for

several sucfcssive years. In the Virginia Convention of 1788, assembled to consider the Federal Consti-

tution, ]Mr. Henry opposed its adoption with all his eloquence. In 1795, Washinirton nominated him as

Secretary of State, but he declined the honor and trust. President Adams appointed him an envoy to

France, with Ellsworth and Murray, in 1799, but his indisposition and advanced age caused him to decline
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Depaiture from Richmond. Aspect of the Scene. Effect of Patrick Henry's Eloquence. His Residence.

made the sketch printed on page 433, contemplating the beauty and grandeur of the scenery,

charming even in December, when the trees were leafless and the sward of a russet hue.

The storm had subsided, the clouds had dispersed, and the sun and air were as genial to

the feelings as a day in mid-May. Bright and beautiful, also, was the Sabbath ; but when

I left Pk^ichmond for Charles City and old Jamestown on Monday morning, every thing was

draped in a thick vapor which had arisen from the river during the night. I had scarcely

left the suburban village of Powhatan, and turned my horse's head toward the open coun.

try, when
" That sea of vapor

Parted away, and, melting into air,

Rose round me, and I stood involved in light,

As if a flame had kindled up, and wrapp'd nic

In its innocuous blaze."

—

Percival.

The sun came forth brilliant and warm, and for an hour I could trace the sinuous course

SEAT OF I'ATRICK llENHY.

that honor also. He died soon afterward at his seat at Red Hill,

Charlotte county, on the 6th of June, 1799, aged nearly sixtj'-three

He had six children by his first wife, and nine by his second. He

left his family rich. His widow married the late Judge Winston,

ind died in Halifax county in February, 1831.

In private life Mr. Henry was amiable and virtuous, and in pub-

lic and private strictly temperate. He was never known to utter

1 profane expression, dishonoring the name of God. He was not a

member of anv church, yet he was a practical Christian, and a lover

of the Bible.
"

Wirt, in his brilliant biography of the great orator, has given sev-

eral illustrations of the power of his eloquence. I give one in con-

clusion. A Scotchman, named Hook, living in Campbell county,

was suspected of being a Tory. On the occasion of the joint in-

vasion of Cornwallis and Phillips, the American army was greatly distressed. A commissary, named Vena-

ble, took two of Mr. Hook's steers, without his consent, to feed the starving soldiers. At the conclusion

of the war, a lawyer, named Cowan, advised Hook to prosecute Vcnable for trespass, in the District Court

of New London. Venable employed Patrick Henry. The case was tried in the old r:m^_
court-house in New London. Mr. Henry depicted the distress of the American soldiers

in the most glowing colors, and then asked, where was the man, " who had an Ameri-

can heart, who would not have thrown open his fields, his barns, his cellars, the doors

of his house, the portals of his breast, to have received with open arms the meanest sol-

dier in that little band of famished patriots? Where is the man? There he stands;

but whether the heart of an American beats in his bosom you, gentlemen, are to judge."

" He then," says Wirt, "carried the jury, by the powers of his imagination, to the plains around York, the

surrender of which had followed shortly after the act complained of. He depicted the surrender in the

most glowing and noble colors of his eloquence. The audience saw before their eyes the humiliation and

dejection of the British as they marched out of the trenches—they saw the triumph which lighted up every

patriotic face, and heard the shouts of victory, and the cry of ' Washington and Liberty,' as it rung and

echoed through the American ranks, and was reverberated from the hills and shores of the neighboring

river
—

' but hark ! what notes of discord are these which disturb the general joy, and silence the acclama-

tions of victory ? They are the notes of John Hook, hoarsely bawling through the American camp, beef!

beef! beef!'
" The whole audience were convulsed. The clerk of the court, anable to contain himself, and unwilling

to commit any breach of decorum in his place, rushed out of the court-house, and threw himself upon the

grass, in the most violent paroxysm of laughter, where he was rolling when Hook, with very difi'ercnt feel-

ings, came out for relief into the yard also. ' Jemmy Steptoe,' he said to the clerk, ' what the divil ails ye,

mon ?' Mr. Steptoe was only able to say that he could not help it. ' Never mind ye,' said Hook, ' wait till Billy

Cowan gets up; he'll show him the la' !' Mr. Cowan was so overwhelmed that he could scarcely utter a

word. The jury instantly returned a verdict against Hook. The people were highly excited, and Hook

was oblicred to leave the county to avoid a coat of tar and feathers."

—

Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry.

Old Court-house.

* This is from a picture in Howe's Hisloiical CoUe.clions of Virginia, p. 220. The house is upon a ridge, the dividing line of

Campbell and Charlotte counties. " From the brow of the hill, west of the house," says Howe, " the Blue Ridge, with the lofty

peaks of Otter, appear in the horizon ut the distance of nearly si.Kty miles." In a grove of locusts and other trees at the foot

of the garden, are the graves of Governor Henry and his first wife. In the parlor of the house hangs the portrait, by Sully, of

which the one given on the preceding page is a copy. The dress is black, cravat white, and a red velvet mantle is thrown over

•he shoulders. The sketch of the old court-house in New London is also from Howe's valuable book, p. 212.
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Appearance of the Country below Richmond. Westover. Colonel Byrd. Birth-place of President Harrison-

of the James P».iver by the line of the white vapor which stretched away, far southward,

like a huge serpent measuring its mighty length over the land.

Before leaving Richmond, I endeavored to ascertain the exact location of Westover, the

famous estate of Colonel Byrd, and memorable as the landing-place of Arnold's troops. I

could not learn its relative position in distance from the direct road to Charles City court-

house, the goal of my first day's journey, and I thought I should pass it by unvisited.

After leaving Richmond a kw miles, the hilly country disappeared, and there spread out a

level or gently rolling region, bearing extensive pine forests, which inclose quite large plan-

tations. I dined in my wagon upon cold turkey and biscuit, furnished by my kind friend,

Mrs. G., of Richmond, after giving Charley a lunch of meal and water, by the side of a small

stream in the way. The day was very warma—too warm to ride comfortably anoc. 18,

with an ov^ercoat. Not suspecting that I might diverge into a wrong road by one ^^'*^-

of the numerous forks which characterize the highway, I allowed Charley to jog on leisurely,

and with a loose rein, while I gave myself up to contemplation, which was occasionally in-

terrupted by a passing regret that I was obliged to forego the pleasure of visiting Westover.

Suddenly, on emerging from a pine forest into an open cultivated region, the bright waters

of a broad river, dotted with an occasional sail, were before me. On the bank of the river

was a spacious brick mansion, approached from the country by a broad lane, in which a

large number of servants, men and women, were engaged shucking or huskmg corn. The
gleaming water was the James River, and the spacious mansion was that of John A. Sel-

den, Esq., once the residence of Colonel Byrd. I was at Westover, scarcely conscious how
I had reached it ; for I supposed myself to be upon the direct road to Charles City court-

house, and probably a dozen miles from the spot I desired to see. I was between two and

three miles from the main road, led thither by a deceptive by-way, and was obliged to re-

trace the journey, after passing half an hour in viewing the location. The family of the

proprietor was absent, and not a white person was upon the plantation. It must be a de-

lightful place in summer, and, when it was occupied by the accomplished family of the widow
of Colonel Byrd,' doubtless justified the Marquis de Chastellux in giving his glowing ac-

count of the beauty of its location and the charms of society there. " That of Mrs. Byrd,"

he says, " to which I was going, surpasses them all [fine mansions on the James River] in

the magnificence of the buildings, the beauty of its situation, and the pleasures of society.
"°

Mrs. Byrd was a cousin of Benedict Arnold, and this relationship, and the fact that West-

over was made the place of landing for the British troops three times under Arnold and

Cornwallis, so excited the suspicions of the vigilant Whigs, that the government once took

possession of her papers. She was wrongfully suspected, and the landings of the enemy were

great misfortunes to her in various ways. I made a sketch of the fine

old mansion before leaving Westover, but lost it that very evening. 3;^

A short distance above Westover, and in sight of its gardens,

upon the river shore, is Berkeley (called Barclay in the old books),

the residence of Benjamin Harrison, one of the signers of the Dec-

laration of Independence, and the birth-place of his son, the ninth

president of the United States. It is a brick edifice, with gambrel-

roof, and stands about an eighth of a mile from the bank of the

river. Around it are tall Lombardy poplars, rising in stately

beauty above shrubbery and lesser trees. I made this sketch from

the deck of a steam-boat, while ascending the James River a few days afterward, at the

distance of a quarter of a mile, aided in my view of the details by the captain's spy-glass.

' Colonel William Byrd, whose widow owned Westover when Arnold landed there, was the son of Colonel

William Byrd, once president of the Virginia Council, and one of the wealthiest and most accomplished

gentlemen in the province. Like his father, he was an active public man. He was a commissioner to

treat with the Indians in 1756, and accompanied Forbes in his expedition against Fort Duquesne in 1758.

Being a gay spendthrift and a gambler, his immense wealth was much lessened at his death, and his affairs

were left in great confusion. ^ Travels, ii., 16
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Anecdote of Harrison's Father. Charles City Court House. Birthplace of President Tyler. Jefferson's Marriage.

For many years Berkeley was the seat of elegant taste and refinement, for its distinguished

owner as a legislator, and as governor of the state, drew around him the wealthy and hon-

orable of the commonwealth. His portrait, and a sketch of his life, will be found among

those of the signers of the Declaration of Independence in another part of this work.'

Leaving Westover, I returned to the highway, and after traversing a beautiful level

country garnished with fertile plantations and handsome mansions, for about six miles, 1

leached Chailes Citv Couit House. It was just at sunset, and there I passed the night

— ^^ with Mr. Christian, who was the clerk of the coun-

^"^S^ ty, the jailer, and innkeeper. His house of enter-

tainment, the old court-house and jail, and a few

out-houses and servants' quarters, compose the vil-

lage. The county is the smallest in Virginia, yet

bears the honor of having given birth to two presi-

dents of the United States, and of being the place

of marriage of a third.' I passed the birth-place of

President Tyler just before reaching Mr. Christian's

inn. It is the last dwelling upon the Richmond
Charles Citv coukt-house.'

^^^j^ whcu leaving the Court House. His father,

John Tyler, was one of the leading revolutionary men in Vir-

ginia. He succeeded Benjamin Harrison as speaker of the

Virginia Assembly, and in 1808 he was chosen governor of the

state. While Judge of the District Court of the United States,

he died, at his seat, in January, 1813.

Mr. Christian allowed me to pass the evening searching

among the dusty records in the old court-house. I found nothing there relating to Revolu-

tionary events ; but in a bundle of papers, wrapped up and laid away probably for more

than half a century, I discovered the marriage license-bond of Thomas Jeflerson, in his

own handwriting. I made a fac simile copy of i*-
/ /

which is printed on the opposite page. Mr. Jefferson
/f/7/,jy f^ f £/

was married to Martha Skelton, of Charles City CyjIM/rUt J^T/€^(7^
county, in January, 1772. She was the widow of I

'

Bathurst Skelton, and daughter of John Wayles, an eminent lawyer of Virginia. She

brought her husband a considerable fortune, and was only twenty-three years of age when

she was married to Mr. Jefferson. Through the stormy period of the Revolution she

shared his joys and sorrows, and died in 1782, leaving two daughters. It will be per-

ceived that in writing the bond, which is countersigned by Francis Eppes (the father of

Mr. Eppes, who afterward married Mr. Jefferson's daughter), the usual word, sjntister was

introduced, but erased, and the word icidow substituted by another hand.

Signature of President Ty-
ler's Father.

' The Marquis de Chastelliix gives an interesting account of his visit to Mr. Harrison, at his residence

in Richmond, while he was governor of the state. He relates an anecdote of Mr. Harrison, which ilhis-

trates the confidence of the people in their delegates to the first Congress at Philadelphia. When he was

on the point of leaving home, with Mr. JefTerson and Mr. Lee, a large number of the country people waited

upon him, and said, " You assert that there is a fixed intention to invade our rights and privileges. We
own that we do not see this clearly ; but since you assure us it is so, we believe the fact. We are about

to take a very dangerous step, but we confide in you, and are' ready to support you in ever)' measure you

shall think proper to adopt." Shortly afterward appeared Lord North's speech, clearly avowing his inten-

tions toward the colonies. When Mr. Harrison returned home, at the close of the session, the same people

came to him, with the assurance that they were now convinced that he had not deceived them, that their

confidence was not misplaced, and that henceforth they were determined on war.— Travels, ii., 159.

- William Henry Harrison and John Tyler were both born in that county, and there Thomas JefTerson

was married.
* The style of this building is similar to that of Hanover court-house. It is constructed of imported

brick, and was erected previous to that at Hanover. I could not discover the exact period when it was

l)uilt. Amonji its records I found notices of courts held at Charles City as early as 1639.

* I copied this signature from a letter written to the lady of General Gales in August, 1780.
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Jeft'ersun's MaiTiage Liceiise-boiid. Historical Associations of Charles City Court House

H

^5

t?( s^ s' I,
^^ 1 d V "^ "^^ s

Charles City Court House was a -scene of mortal strife between the Queen's Pvangers,
under Simcoe, and a party of American militia, on the evening of the day after Arnold's
return from Pvichmond.a Arnold had directed a patrol on that evening toward ajan.8
Long Bridge, in order to obtain intelligence. The patrol consisted of about forty "^i-

'

cavalry, under Simcoe. Falling in with some American videttes, they captured two oi

three, and from them Simcoe learned that a party of militia, under General Nelson, lay at

and near Charles City Court-house. The night was clear and frosty, and the moon at
its full.' The enemy had no knowledge of the way. A negro prisoner was made to act

1 Simcoe. in his journal, says " the night was very dark."' Mr. Tyler informed me that his father, who
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Attack upon the American Militia. Carelessness of Dudley. "Sherwood Forest." Ex-president Tyler.

as guide. The party at the Court House, consisting of one hundred and fifty militia, un-

der the command of Colonel Dudley, were completely surprised, for they had no intimation

of the immediate approach of a foe until their sentries were fired upon, and two bugles

sounded the signal of attack, upon the frosty air of that winter's night. A confused and

scattering fire ensued, when the American detachment fled and joined the main body, which

lay a few miles distant, toward the Chicka-

hominy Pviver. A part of Simcoe's dragoons

dismounted, rushed into the tavern, and seized

several of the Americans. Two of the militia-

men (Deane and Ballard) were killed. One

of them was slain upon the landing at the

head of the stairs, while fleeing to the cham-

ber for safety. The spot was pointed out to

me, where, until within a few years, the stains

of the victim's blood might be seen. The at-

tack was so sudden and furious, that those who
Old Ta^ebn at Charles City Coubt HoLSf ^

escaped and communicated the fact to the

militia under Nelson, so alarmed that body, that a large number of them broke from the

camp, and fled to Williamsburg. Simcoe collected his prisoners and a few captured horses

as speedily as possible, and before dawn he joined Arnold at Westover.

Mr. Tyler (the late President of the United States), on whom I called while on my way

from Charles City Court House to Jamestown, informed me that his father, who was then

a member of the Virginia Assembly, but at his residence at the time, aware of the force of

the enemy at AVestover and Berkeley, earnestly advised Colonel Dudley, the commander of

the county militia, to place his men in a position for defense ; offering, at the same time,

to join them, and act in any capacity. He advised him to remove his party from the tav-

ern, for, if left there drinking and carousing as usual, they would surely be surprised. The

haughty colonel would not heed his warning, and the result was defeat and disgrace.^

It was another glorious morning when I left Charles City Court House. Warm and

brilliant as May, I anticipated a delightful day's journey. Nor was I disappointed. A
heavy fog during the night had hung each bough and spray with liquid jewels, and these,

glittering in the early sun, fell in radiant showers as the light breezes touched their resting-

places. Traversing a rough road for nearly four miles, I crossed a rapid stream at a mill,

and ascending to a plain half a mile beyond, I reined up at the entrance-gate to Sherwood

Forest, the estate of ex-President Tyler. His mansion is very spacious, and stands upon

the brow of a gentle slope, half a mile from the highway. Tt is sheltered in the rear by a

thick forest of oaks, pines, and chestnuts, while from the front the eye overlooks almost the

whole of his plantation of fourteen hundred acres, with occasional glimpses of the James

Ptiver. The distinguished proprietor was at home, and received me with that courteous

hospitality so common in the South, which makes the traveler feel at ease, as if at the

house of a friend. Mr. Tyler is tall and slender in person, his locks long, thin, and slightly

grizzled, and he was dressed in the plain garb of a Virginia planter. After giving warm ex-

preissions of interest in my enterprise, and an invitation to remain longer at Sherwood Forest,

was then at home, and witnessed a part of the affray, always declared that the sky was cloudless, and the

moon in full orb.

'^ This tavern, in which I lodired, was built about ten years before the skirmish which occurred within

and around it. It is now occupied by Edmund F. Christian, Esq., the clerk of Charies City county when

I visited it in 1848.
3 A man named Royston, whom Mr. Tyler well knew, was badly wounded in the affray. A pistol was

disehartred so near his head, that grains of powder sprinkled his face, and disfitrured him for life. He was

then struck down by a saber blow, and the troopers cruelly tried to make their horses trample him to death.

The animals, more humane in action than their riders, leaped over him, and he was saved. He crawled to

the residence of Mr. Tyler, where a colored nurse, the only inmate of the house, dressed his wounds and gave

him food and drink. Mr. Tyler had moved his family to a place of safety, beyond the Chickahominy River.
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The Slashes of the Chickahominy. Difficulties at the Ferry. The Chickahominy and its Assuciations.

he sketched a map of my route to Jamestown, as a guide among the diverging ways. Time
was precious, and I pas.sed only an hour at the hospitable mansion of the ex-president, and

then departed for the Chickahominy.

Soon after leaving Sherwood Forest, I entered a low, wet region, covered with pines,

called the slasJics. These extended to the banks of the Chickahominy, a distance of seven

miles ; and in all that journey, without a clearing to cheer the eye, I saw no living thing,

except an occasional " wild boar of the wood," a dwarf breed of hogs which inhabit this

dreary region. Here, where once broad fields were smiling with cultnre-blessings, and this

road, now almost a quagmire, but fifty years ago was one of the finest highways in Virginia,

wild deers and turkeys abound, as if the land was a primeval wilderness. It was a sad

commentary upon the past husbandry of Virginia, and a sadder picture of the inevitable re-

sult of the present bad husbandry which prevails in many regions of the South. Year after

year the tillers make constant drafts upon the vitality of the soil without an ounce of com-

pensating manure, until all fertility is exhausted. I saw thousands of acres in the course

of my journey, where tillage had levied its withering taxes until the generous soil could no

longer yield its tithe, nor even its hundredth. The earth was completely covered with
" poverty grass," dwarf pines, or stately forests of the same tree, patiently renewing its strength

during a long Sabbath-rest of abandonment by man.

It was at meridian when I emerged from the wilderness and halted upon the high sand-

bank of the Chickahominy, a few miles above its confluence with the James River. Above,
all appeared bright and beautiful ; below, all was gloomy and desolate. Silence reigned

here, where once the busy ferryman plied his oars from morning until night. No voice was
to be heard ; no human habitation was to be seen. The broad and turbid river moved slug-

gishly on without a ripple, and on the beach a scow, half filled with water, told only of

desolation. There appeared no way for me to cross the stream. If denied that privilege,

I must make a circuit of thirty miles' travel to a public crossing above I T looked for the

smoke of a dwelling, but saw none. I shouted ; there was no response but that of echo.

Remembering that, just before reaching the clearing upon the Chickahominy, I saw a road,

covered with leaves, diverging toward the James River, I returned, reined into it, and fol-

lowed it with hope. Presently I saw a log hut upon the shore, and heard the voices of

men. They were negroes, busily preparing a canoe for a fishing excursion. I inquired for

a ferryman, and was informed that nobody crossed now, and the scow would not float. Tv/o
of the men speedily changed their opinion when I offered a bright half dollar to each if they

would " bail out" the craft and " pole" me across. They worked faithfully, and within half

an hour I was embarked upon the stream, with my horse and vehicle, in a shell just long

enough and broad enough to contain us. To keep Charley quiet, so as to "trim the boat,"

I allowed him to dine upon some oats which I procured at Charles City Court House. The
Chickahominy is here about a quarter of a mile wide. The current was quite strong, and so

deep, that the poles, by which the bateau was impelled, "were sometimes too short for use.

We drifted some distance down the stream, and, at one time, I anticipated an evening voy-

age upon the James River, but by the great exertions of the motive-power we reached the

landing-place in safety, after rather a dangerous voyage of nearly three quarters of an hour.

The bateau was again almost half filled with water, and the ferrymen were obliged to empty
it before returning. I was too much occupied while crossing with apprehensions of an in-

voluntary bath to reflect upon the perils which Captain John Smith encountered upon this

very stream, before the empire of the white men had commenced ; but when safely seated

in my wagon upon the Jamestown side of the river, I looked with intense interest upon the

wooded shores of those waters, up which that adventurer paddled. More than sixty miles

above the place where I crossed he was captured by Opechancanough, the king of Pamun-
kee, and carried in triumph to Powhatan, at Werowocomoco, where he was saved from death

by the gentle Pocahontas. These events we shall consider presently.

I was now eight miles from old Jamestown, the goal of my day's journey. Hungry and

thirsty, I was about entering another dreary region of slashes, five miles in extent, vvhen 1
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Green Spring and ita Associations. Distant View of Jamestown Island. Changes in the River Banks. Tradition.

saw a log hut on the verge of the woods. I hailed, but no person appeared, except a lit-

tle child°of six years, black as ebony, and having nothing on but its birth-day suit and a

tattered shirt. It brought me a draught of cool water in a gourd from a spring near by.

Dropping half a dime into the emptied shell, I pursued my way. Emerging from the

slashes, I passed through a portion of the celebrated Greefi Spring plantation, its mansion

appearing among the trees on my left, half a mile distant.^ It is now in possession of two

brothers,°named Ward, formerly of New Jersey, who, for many years, as skippers upon the

James River, bartered for the products of this plantation, until they were able to purchase

it. Green Spring was the theater of an interesting episode in our P^evolutionary history,

for there the American army, under La Fayette, Wayne, and Steuben, were encamped for

a few days in the summer of 1781, while watching the movements and foiling the designs

of Cornwallis in Virginia.

It was almost sunset when I passed the morass in front of Green Spruig, over which

the Americans crossed to the attack of Cornwallis at Jamestown Ford. I crossed the plan-

tation of John Coke, Esq., and halted upon the shore of an estuary of the James Pviver,

at the cottage of Mr. Bacon, opposite Jamestown island. It was too late to visit the con-

secrated spot that evening. I sketched this distant view of the portion of the island where-

Distant View of Jamestown Island.^

1 This was the residence of Sir William Berkeley, one of the early governors of Virginia. It afterward

belonffed to Philip Ludwell, one of the king's council, from whom it descended to William Lee, sheriff of

London under the celebrated John Wilkes.

- This view is from the north side of what was once a marsh, but now a deep bay, four hundred yards

wide. On the left is seen the remains of a bridge, destroyed by a gale and high tide a few years ago
;

and beyond is the James River. Near the point of the island, toward the end of the bridge, are the remains

of an ancient church, a near view of which is given upon the opposite page. Mr. Coke resided upon the

island when the tempest occurred which destroyed the bridge. The island was submerged, and for three

days himself and family were prisoners. It was in winter, and he was obliged to cut the branches of orna-

mental trees that were close to his house, for fuel.

I was gravely informed by a man on the beach, while making the sketch, that Pocahontas crossed at that

very spot " in her skiff,''^ when she went to warn the Jamestown settlers of threatened danger. The dear

child had no need of a skiff, had such a thing existed in America, for I was told by Mr. Coke that his

father-in-law well remembered when a marsh, so narrow and firm that a person might cross it upon a fence

rail, was where the deep water at the ruined bridge now is. Every year the current of James River is

chanfrinir its maririns in this region, and within a few years Jamestown Island, made so only by a marsh on

the land side, will have a navigable channel around it. Already a large portion of it, whereon the ancient

town was erected, has been washed away ;
and I was informed that a cypress-tree, now many yards from

the shore, stood at the end of a carriage-way to the wharf, sixty yards from the water's edge, only sixteen

years ago. The destructive flood is gradually approaching the old church tower, and if the hand of man

shall not arrest its sure progress, that too will be swept away, and not a vestige of Jamestown will remain.

Viro-inians, look to it, and let a wall of masonry along the river margin attest your reverence for the
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Mr. Coke's Plantation. The Council Tree. Rennains of Old Jamestown Church and Graveyard.

on the ancient city stood, and then returned to the mansion of Mr. Coke, (who is Lroth-

er of the late Richard Coke, member of Congress from Accomac district), to pass the night

under his roof, where I experienced true Virginia hospitality. Mr. Coke was for many years

sheriff of the county, is an influential man, and an excellent practical agriculturist. He
owns a plantation of nineteen hundred acres, nearly one thousand of which is under cul-

tivation. Unlike too many agriculturists of the South, he is his own general overseer, and

his family of seventy persons (only eleven of whom are white), receive his daily personal

care. He owns all the soil that is left unsubmerged on which the English built their first

town in America. His house has many bullet-marks, made there during the battle at

Jamestown Ford, on the 6th of July, 1781 ; and in the broad level field in front of his

mansion, the French army was encamped when on its way to Yorktown the same year.

Within that field a venerable chestnut-oak, riven, but not destroyed, by lightning, was
yet standing, under which a court-martial was held by Cornwallis, and upon its branchei-

a culprit was hanged. It is called the " Council Tree." Mr. Coke's plantation is truly

classic ground, for upon it occurred events connected with those widely-separated incidents,

the opening and the closing of the heroic age of America. Over it the lordly Powhatan
once walked, and the feet of his gentle daughter pressed its soil when speeding on her mis-

sion of mercy to the doomed settlement of Jamestown. Over it the royal and republican

armies marched, and there fought desperately for victory.

I was at Mr. Bacon's cottage soon after an early breakfast, and before nine o'clock had

crossed the estuary in a punt, and

sat within the shadow of the old _
church tower, which stands like a ^ ^-^ -

sentinel, watching the city of the

dead at its feet. This crumbling

pile, surrounded by shrubbery, bram-

bles, and tangled vines; and the old

church-yard wall, of English brick,

inclosing a few broken monuments,

half buried in earth or covered with

a pall of ivy and long grass, are all

the tangible records that remain of

the first planting of an English col-

ony in America. As I sat upon the

hollow trunk of a half-reclining and

decayed old sycamore, and sketched

the broken tower, the questionings of

the eloquent Wirt came up from the

depth of feeling :
" Whence, my dear

S , arises this irrepressible

reverence and tender affection with

which I look at this broken steeple ?

most interesting historical relic within your borders ! Some remains of the old fort may be seen at low wa-
ter, several yards from the shore.

' This view is from the old church-yard, looking toward James River, a glimpse of which mav be seen

through the aix-hes. The stream is here about three miles wide. It is uncertain at what precise time the

church, of which now only a portion of the tower remains, was erected. It was probably built sometime
between 1617 and 1620. According to Smith, a fire consumed a large portion of the town, with the pali-

sades, at about the close of 1607, the first year of the settlement. Captain Smith and Mr. Scrivener were
appointed commissioners to superintend the rebuilding of the town and church. Afterward, in speakinir of

the arrival of Governor Argall in 1617, he says, '• In James towne he found but five or six houses, the church

downe, the pallizados broken, the bridge in pieces, the well of fresh water spoiled, the store-house used for

the (7im;-c/i," &c. The tower here represented was doubtless that of the third church built, and is now
(1852) about 234 years old. The tower is now about thirty feet high, the walls three feet thick, all of im-

ported brick.

tvLlNS Al jAJth.
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Is it that my soul, by a secret, subtile process, invests the moldering ruins 'with her cwn

powers ; imagines it a fello'W-being—a venerable old man, a Nestor or an Ossian, who has

witnessed and survived the ravages of successive generations, the companions of his youth

and of his maturity, and now mourns his own solitary and desolate condition, and hails their

spirits in every passing cloud ? Whatever may be the cause, as I look at it, I feel my

soul drawn forward as by the cords of gentlest sympathy, and involuntarily open my lips to

offer consolation to the drooping pile.'"

Around this

" Old cradle of our infant world,

In which a nestling ennpire lay,"

the Spirit of Pvomance and the Muse of Poetry delight to linger, and the bosom of the

American glows with increased patriotism as he contemplates this small beginning of the

mighty progresuon around him.

" What solemn recollections throng, Jamestown and Plymouth's hallow'd rock

What touching visions rise, To me shall ever sacred be
;

As, wandering the.se old stones among, I care not who my themes may mock,

I backward turn my eyes, Or sneer at them and me.

And see the shadows of the dead flit round, I envy not the brute who here can stand

Like spirits when the last dread trump shall sound ! Without a thrill for his own native land.

The wonders of an age combined, And if the recreant crawl Acr earth.

In one short moment memory supplies

;

Or breathe Virginia's air.

They throng upon my 'waken'd mind, Or in New England claim his birth.

As Timers dark curtains rise. From the old pilgrims there,
^_

The volume of a hundred buried years. He is a bastard, if he dare to mock
^

[rock.
'

Condensed in one bri<,Tht sheet appears. Old Jamestown's shrine, or Plymouth's famous******** J.\MES KiRKE Paulding.

jPp^ oi Although it was late in December,a the sun was shining almost as warm as at

184^ the close of May. While finishing my sketch, I was glad to take shelter from its

beams in the shadow of the sycamore. Here, upon this curiously-wrought slab, clasped by

the roots of the forest anah, let us sit a while and ponder the early chronicles of Virginia."

I have mentioned, in the Introduction to this work, the efforts made by the English,

Spanish, and French adventurers to plant colonies in the New World, and their failures.

The idea was not abandoned ; and the public mind, particularly in England, was much oc-

cupied -with the visions of new and opulent empires beyond the ocean, of which a few

glimpses had appeared. Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a step-brother of Sir Walter Raleigh, pub-

lished a hypothetical treatise on a northwest passage to the East Indies, which attracted

great attention, and exerted much influence favorable to colonizing expeditions. He obtained

b June 11 a patent from Queen Elizabeth^ to colonize such parts of North America as were

1578-
'

not already possessed by any of her allies. Pvaleigh, a young, ardent, and am-

bitious student at Oxford, had just completed his studies, and was about to engage in a

military life in France. He was induced by his step-brother to join with him in an expe-

dition to America. They sailed early in 1579, but never reached our Continent, because,

as was alleged, their little squadron was broken up in a conflict with a Spanish fleet, when

they returned to England. Gilbert's patent was limited, and he made great eflbrts to plant

a colony before it should expire. He and Raleigh equipped a new squadron in 1583.'

1 Wirt's Letters of a British Spy, page 128.

2 The slab referred to was a blue stone about four inches thick. The roots of the sycamore were so

firmly entwined around it that no church-yard thief could take it away. It bore the date of 1608. The

remainder of the inscription was so broken and defaced that I could not decipher a name. This is prob-

ably the oldest tomb-stone extant in the United States. Vandalism has been at work in that old grave-yard

as elsewhere. Almost every monument has a fragment broken from it. A small piece, with some letters

upon it, had been recently broken from one, and was left lying in the grass. This I brought away with

me, not, however, without a sen.se of being an " accessory after the fact" in an act of sacrilege.

3 The names of the vessels were Raleigh, Sivallou; Hind, Delight, and Squirrel. The Raleigh went

but a few leagues from Portsmouth, and returned.
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Raleigh did not sail with the expedition. Gilbert reached Newfoundland, and at St. John's

he performed the feudal ceremonies of taking formal possession of the country in the name
of his sovereign, in the presence of the Spanish and Portuguese adventurers who were lo-

cated there, a Soon afterward the expedition sailed southward. The flag-ship of a August 5

Gilbert was the Squirrel. Tempests arose. One night, " about twelve o'clock, ^^^"^•

the lights of the Squirrel suddenly disappeared, and neither the

vessel nor any of its crew was ever again seen."' The survivors

of the expedition reached England in the Iliiicl, on the 22d of

September following.

Raleigh was not disheartened. He resolved to plant a colony

in a more southern region, and readily obtained a patent from

Elizabeth as ample as that of his lost step-brother. He was con-

stituted a lord proprietary, with civil and political privileges in

his prospective domain almost monarchical. He equipped two

vessels, with an ample supply of men and provisions, and gave

the command to Philip Amidas and Arthur Barlow, two ex-
^"""^ °'' ^^^«^«'« Ships.^

perienced mariners. They sailed for America on the 27th of April, 1584, and reached

Cuba, in the West Indies, in July. Departing northward, they landed upon Wocoken
Island, the southernmost of the group which form Ocracock Inlet, on the shores of North

Carolina. The natives, ignorant of the character and designs of the English, received them
with friendly greetings after the first emotions of fear and wonder had subsided. Amidas
and Barlow explored Pamlico and Albemarle Sounds, enjoyed the hospitality of Granganimeo,

the father of King Wingina, upon the beautiful island of Roanoke (now belonging to Tyr-

rel county, N. C), and then returned to England, accompanied by Wanchese and Manteo,

two natives of the forest. The glowing accounts of his captains of the beauty and fertility

of the land, and the gentleness of the natives, filled Raleigh's heart with joy. The cap-

tains were presented at court, and their tales of the enchanting region which they had dis-

covered made Elizabeth feel that the most glorious event of her reign had just been accom-

plished. She named the new-found region in the Western world Virginia, as a memorial

of her unmarried state.

Raleigh was elected a member of Parliament for Devonshire, obtained a confirmation of

his patent, b was knighted, and became one of the most popular men in England. bDec I8

In 1585, he fitted out another fleet. The command M'as given to Sir Richard •'^^^*-

Grenville, one of the most gallant men of the age. The fleet consisted of seven vessels,

and bore one hundred and eight emigrants, designed to colonize Virginia. Ralph Lane
(afterward knighted by Elizabeth) accompanied them as governor of the colony, and several

men of learning were his companions. Among them was With, a meritorious painter, whose
sketches of the people and scenery in the New World were made with remarkable faithful-

ness. This expedition sailed from Plymouth on the 9th of April, and reached Florida on

the 20th of June. Coasting northward, they arrived at the beautiful Roanoke Island, ly-

ing between Albemarle and Pamlico Sounds. They went to the Main, and explored the

beautiful county of Secotan, around Albemarle Sound and the Chowan, in various directions.

Ignorant of the power of kindness, they foolishly quarreled with the simple natives ; and

because they supposed a lost silver cup had been stolen by one of them, a whole village was
burned, and fields of standing corn were destroj'ed. From the ashes arose the spirit of dis-

cord which ever afterward separated the Indian and the white man.

Grenville returned with the fleet to England, leaving Lane and his colony to perfect a

settlement. Instead of cultivating the soil for the production of maize and the potato, which
were indigenous, they sought gold. A wily savage, intent on revenge, told them wondrous

tales of a land of gold at the head waters of the Roanoke River. Up that broad and rapid

stream. Lane and a portion of his people went, for the two-fold purpose of exploring the

' Bancroft, i., 91. ^ This sketch is from a picture published in a Treatise on Navigation in 1595.
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country and seeking gold. They ascended no further than the present village of Williams-

town, when a flight of arrows from the wooded shore revealed the enmity of the natives.

Lane hastened back to Roanoke, and summoned Wingina, the most powerful of the chiefs,

to an audience. The sachem and his followers appeared. Their secret plans for the de-

struction of the English were suspected, indeed, quite certainly known, and the white

men were on the alert. With apparent friendliness Wingina appeared at the council. At

a given signal the English fell upon the chief and his handful of warriors, and put them to

death. The calumet was now buried forever ; the hatchet was brightened and made sharp

by intensest hatred. The English felt the danger of their situation, and were desponding,

when the fleet of Sir Francis Drake anchored outside of Ptoanoke Inlet. He came from

the West Indies to visit the domain of Pvaleigh, and generously oflered to furnish the colony

with means to pursue their discoveries ; but fear gained the mastery of their avaricious de-

> June 19, sires, and the colonists sailed with Drake for England. a A few days after their

1586. departure a ship arrived, laden with stores for the colony; and, within a fortnight,

Grenville also arrived with three well-furnished ships. The commander sought in vain for

the colony, and, leaving fifteen men on the Island of Pvoanoke to maintain English domin-

ion, he returned to England with the sad intelligence for Raleigh.'

Raleigh, undismayed by misfortunes, fitted out another expedition. He changed his

policy, and sent a colony^ of men, women, and children to establish an agricultural state.

John White was appointed their governor. They sailed on the 26th of April, 1587, and

arrived on the coast of North Carolina in July. When they reached Pvoanoke, they found

no vestige of the fifteen men left by Grenville, except a few scattered bones. The Indians

had slain them all. Wild deers were in the untenanted habitations, and rank grass cov-

ered their gardens. They proceeded to lay the foundation of " the city of Pvaleigh," pur-

suant to the instructions of the proprietor, but it was an idle show.'' White endeavored to

make treaties of amity with the natives, but failed, though aided by the friendly Manteo,

who accompanied Amidas and Barlow to England.^ The neighboring tribes exhibited im-

placable hatred and jealousy. Winter approached, and the vessel which brought them

was prepared for departure for England. White was urged strongly to go with it, and use

his endeavors to send them immediate relief, for they had neither planted nor reaped, and

to England alone they looked for supply. He was unwilling to appear as a deserter of his

colony, and refused. He had another tie. His daughter, Eleanor Dare, had given birth

to a child, the first ofispring of English parents in the New World. Little Virginia Dare

twined the tendrils of affection close around the heart of her grand-parent, and he lingered.*

He at length consented to go, leaving his daughter and child as pledges that he would re-

turn. Very long the poor colonists waited for relief. Three years passed away before

White returned, and then he found the settlement a desolation. There was evidence upon

the bark of a tree that the people had departed for Croatan,^ the residence of Manteo ; but

1 It is believed that these returning colonists first carried the tobacco plant to England, as prepared by

the natives for smoking. Raleigh first used it privately. It is related that when his servant entered his

room with a tankard of ale, and for the first time saw the smoke issuing from his master's mouth and nos-

trils, he cast the liquor in his face. Terribly frightened, he alarmed the household with the intelligence that

Sir Walter was on fire.

^ The Island of Roanoke is now uninhabited, except by a few wreckers and pilots. Slight traces of

Lane's fort may be seen near the north end.

^ By command of Raleigh, Manteo was baptized, and invested by White with the rank of feudal Baron,

as the Lord of Roanoke. It was the first creation of an American peer of the realm.
•

It is a coincidence worth noticing, that White was the name of the progenitors of the first two children

born of Enfjlish parents in America. One on the Island of Roanoke, in August, 1587 ; the other in the

May Flower, in Plymouth harbor, more than thirty-three years afterward.

* It was agreed, on the departure of White, that if the colony should go to Croatan, they would signify

the fact by inscribing the letters C R upon the bark of a tree. This inscription, and also the full name

of Croatan^ was found. White has been censured for heartlessness in not prosecuting his search with more

perseverance, particularly as his own relatives were among the settlers. The colony was composed of

eighty-nine men, seventeen women, and two children. What was their fate is left to conjecture. Lawson,

in his Travels among the Indians, with a Description of North Carolina, published in 1700, hazards the
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the season was far advanced, and search was abandoned. White put to sea M'ithout in-

telligence of the fate of his daughter and child, and returned to England. Five several

times Raleigh sent a vessel with trusty men to search for his colony, when hope fading, his

fortune almost exhausted, and his health and heart broken by domestic griefs, he abandoned

all ideas of settlement in America, and assigned his proprietary rights to a company.' Vir-

ginia, then including in its indefinite boundaries all of North Carolina, remained untouched

by the English for twenty years, except by an occasional adventurer who voluntarily searched

ibr Pk-aleigh's colony. These attempts at settlement on the coasts of our Middle States, form

a wonderful chapter of adventure and moral heroism in the history of the world.

We will now consider the modern settlement of Virginia. The efforts of Raleigh awak-

ened intense interest in the public mind. Other expeditions were fitted out, but all failed

to make permanent settlements. Gosnold, Weymouth, Pring, Smith, and others, who visited

America, gave such glowing accounts of the country, that men of rank, capital, and influ-

ence were induced to embark in colonizing schemes. They were made acquainted with the

general character of a fertile region, extending over eleven degrees of latitude, from Cape

Fear to Halifax, all in the temperate climates, diversified with noble rivers and harbors,

and displaying the most luxuriant vegetation. An association was formed, ^ of menr J o a
. ,.

.

a 1606.

eminent as merchants, and wealthy titled commoners, of London and Bristol." King

James encouraged the scheme, and gave them a charter. b They formed two bApriiio,

companies ; the men of London for colonizing the south portion of the territory,
^'''''^

and called the Lo?hIo?i ConijMny ; those of Bristol for settling the more northern region,

and called the Plymouth Cmnpany. A line of three degrees between both was allowed,

upon which settlements in common might be made, it being stipulated that whenever one

should first become permanently seated, the other should settle at least one hundred miles

distant. Each of the colonies was to be governed by a council of thirteen persons. The
companies Avere to have full property in all lands, fisheries, &c., except a fifth of the gold,

and a fifteenth of the copper ore that might be found, which was to be paid to the king.

James, with his usual pedantry, prepared a code of laws for them, written with his own
hand. The colonists and their posterity were declared English subjects, but were vested

with no political rights, not even trial by jury, unless in capital charges. Minor offenses

were punished arbitrarily by the council. That body was to be appointed by the home
government, the former choosing its own president. The property of the colonists was to

continue in joint stock for five years. The English Church was exclusively established, and

strict injunctions were given for the mild and just treatment of the natives.^

Three small vessels, whose joint tonnage amounted to only one hundred and sixty, under

the command of Captain Christopher Newport, with a colony of one hundred and five men,

sailed lor Virginia on the 19th of December, 1606. The king had placed the names of the

future council of Virginia in a sealed box, which, was not to be opened until their arrival in

opinion that the colonists intermarried with the Hatteras Indians, and cites the physical character of thai

tribe in support of his h)'pothesis. Such, too, was the tradition of the Indians at a late day.
' Sir Walter Raleigh experienced the folly of "putting his trust in princes." For years after abandon-

ing his schemes for colonization, he served his country nobly against its enemies. He also was sent by
Queen Elizabeth on an expedition in search of gold, up the Oronoeo, in South America. Once, because

he married without the queen's consent, she committed him to the Tower for a brief season. Finally, on

the death of his royal mistress in 1602, and the accession of James I., he became the victim of a conspiracy.

He was tried, and condemned for treason; and for fifteen years he remained in the Tower a prisoner, first

under sentence of death, afterward under the merciful provision of a reprieve. During that long imprison-

ment he wrote his History of the World. On being released, he went on another expedition to Guiana
;

but it being unsuccessful, he was cast into prison on his return, and the royal scoundrel who occupied the

throne of England allowed the decrepit old man, who had given more true luster to the crown than any

living mortal, to be beheaded. He was then in the sixty-sixth year of his age.
'^ Among these were Sir Thomas Gates; Sir George Summers; Sir John Popham, lord chief justice of

England ;
Edward Maria Wingfiekl, a wealthy, sordid, and unprincipled merchant; Richard Hakluyt, one

of the assignees of Raleigh, who wrote an interesting collection of voyages, in three volumes
;
Robert Hunt,

a clergyman; and Captain John Smith. ^ Chalmers, pages 13, 16.
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America. Only twelve laborers and a few mechanics were among the voyagers ;
the re-

mainder of the one hundred and five persons were adventurers, with hands unused to labor.

Dissensions arose on the voyage, and, as there was no acknowledged head, in consequence

of the folly of the king, much confusion ensued. Captain Smith possessed more genius than

any man among them, and, consequently, great jealousy of him M'as felt. Under the ab-

surd accusation of an intention to murder the council, and make himself King of Virginia,

he was put in confinement. After a voyage of four months, the expedition entered the

a April 26, Chesapeake,^ having been driven by a storm northward of their point of destina-

i'^"^-
'

tion. The capes of the noble bay they named in honor of the two sons of the king,

Henry and Charles. They landed upon Cape Henry, made peace with the natives, opened

the sealed paper of the king, discovered the names of the council, and chose the unscrupu-

lous and narrow-minded Wingfield to be president. Smith was named one of the council,

but was excluded from that body. His accusers thought it prudent, however, to withdraw

their charges, and he was released from confinement.

A few days after their arrival in the Chesapeake, the little fleet entered the mouth of

the noble River Powhatan, which they named James,, in honor of their sovereign. Up its

broad channel they sailed about fifty miles, and there, upon a charming peninsula, an island

at high tide, they determined to build a town and plant a permanent settlement. The na-

tives received them kindly ; and in the beautiful month of May, 1607, the first sound of

an ax was heard, the first tree was felled, and the first rafter was laid in Virginia. A
village was planned, and, in honor of the king, was called Jamestown. While the carpen-

ters and laborers were rearing the city, Smith and Newport, with twenty others, ascended

the river to the Falls, and at his imperial residence of twelve wigwams, just below Rich-

mond, they visited Powhatan, the " Emperor of the Country." The events connected with

that visit have been noticed on page 432.

Newport returned to England with his vessels in June, leaving one hundred men, and a

pinnace with stores, at Jamestown. The colonists, wanting habits of industry, soon per-

ceived the helplessness of their situation. Many of them were of dissolute habits ;
and be-

fore autumn, the dampness of the clifnate, and the malaria arising from the decay of luxu-

riant vegetation, produced diseases which swept away fifty of their number, among whom

was Bartholomew Gosnold,' the eminent navigator and projector of the settlement.

The survivors relied chiefly upon sturgeons and crabs, and scanty supplies of maize, for

their subsistence, while Wingfield and a part of his council were appropriating the stores to

their own use. Wingfield, and Kendall (one of the council), were detected in a conspiracy

to abandon the colony, and escape with the pinnace and stores to the West Indies. They

were deposed, and Pwatclifle, an irresolute and indolent man, was appointed president. For-

tunately for the colony, he was quite willing to bear the empty honors of his office without

exercising its functions, and he allowed Captain Smith, by far the ablest man among them,

to have the principal management of afiliirs. The colony at once assumed a new and bet-

ter aspect under the direction of Smith. As far as possible, he infused his own energetic

spirit into his companions ; but they were generally too indolent and dissolute to profit much

by his example. Smith quelled the spirit of anarchy and rebellion ;
restored order in the

midst of confusion ; visited the chiefs of the neighboring tribes, and inspired them with re-

spect for the English ; and, by his consummate skill, he procured from the natives an am-

ple stock of corn and wild fowl when vidnter approached.

We are now at a point in the history of the New World full of the most romantic inter-

est, and the pen is tempted from its present line of duty by a thousand seductive influences.

The exploits of Smith—his exploring voyages—his discoveries—his indomitable perseverance

1 Gosnold crossed the Atlantic in 1602. and, after a voyaire of six weeks, saw land at the northern ex-

tremity of Massachusetts Bay. He sailed southward, and landed upon a promontory, which he called Cape

Cod, on account of the yreat quantity of cod fish which abounded there. Pursuing his voyarre along the

coast, he discovered and named Elizabeth Islands, thirteen in number, Martha's Vineyard, and others in

the nei"hborliood of Buzzard's Bay. After an absence of only four months, Gosnold returned to England.
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and courage—his hardships, sufferings, escapes, and forbearance with his ungrateful com-

panions, all plead eloquently for the services

of pen and pencil. These must be briefly

sketched in faint outline, for it is foreign to

my plan to detail colonial history, except so

much as is necessary to illustrate the main

subject of these volumes—The War for Inde-

pendence.

The Jamestown colony was placed beyond

the effects of want in the autumn of 1607,

and Smith, with a few companions, set out

to explore the country. He went up the

Chickahominy, in an open boat, fifty miles

from its mouth.' There he left his boat, the

water being shallow, and, with two compan-

ions and two Indian guides, pushed into the

interior. He ordered those in the boat not to

leave it. Disobeying his instructions, they

wandered on shore and were slain. Smith

was surprised by a party of Indians, under

Opechancanough, the " King of Pamunkee ;"

his two companions were killed, and he, after slaying several Indians, was made a prisoner.

His life was spared, and he was conducted in triumph through the several Indian villages,

from the Chickahominy to the banks of the Pvappahannock and Potomac, and was finally

brought back to the seat of Opechancanough, at Pamunkee, on the York River. There, for

three days, the priests performed incantations to discover the character of their prisoner, and

^

Captain John Smith.s

' Among the positive instructions of the London Company, was an injunction for the colonists to endeavor

to find a passage to the South Sea, or, in other words, to the East Indies, by a northwest passage, the object

of the polar expeditions of the present day. For this purpose, they were instructed to explore every consider-

able stream that came from the northward ;
and hence we find Smith (who did not share in the geographical

ignorance of his employers, but was willing to engage in discoveries) exploring the James, Chickahominy,

York, and Potomac Rivers. The wily Indian mentioned on page 449 as having invented the wonderful

story of a sold region at the head of the Roanoke, informed Lane that the source of that river was among

high rocks so near the ocean on the west, that the salt water would sometimes dash over into the cleat

fountains of the stream !

- John Smith was born at "Willoughby, in Lincolnshire, England, in 1559. He was early distinguished

for his darinir spirit and love of adventure. At the age of thirteen, he sold his school-books and satchel to

procure money to pay his way to the sea-board, for the purpose of going to sea. He was prevented, and

was apprenticed to a merchant. He left home when he was fifteen years old, and went to France and the

Low Countries. For two years he studied military tactics ;
and, at the age of seventeen, having procured

a portion of an estate left by his father, went abroad seeking adventures. On a voyage from Marseilles to

Naples, a storm arose, and the Roman Catholic crew believing the heretic^ as they called Smith, to be a

Jonah, they cast him into the sea to quiet the waters. He was a good swimmer, and reached the shore of

a small island in the jMediterranean, called St. Mary's. From St. ^Mary's he went in a French vessel to

Alexandria, in E^ypt. He soon went from thence to Italy, and then to Austria, where he entered the im-

perial arm}', and, by his daring exploits at the siege of Olympach, was rewarded by the command of a

troop of horse. These obtained the name of the " Fiery Dragoons," in the war against the Turks. At the

siege of Regall, a Turkish officer, the Lord Turbishaw, " to amuse the ladies,"' offered to engage in single

combat wiih any Christian soldier. The lot fell upon Smith ; and, in the sight of both armies, he cut otf

the head of Turbishaw, and carried it in triumph to the Austrian camp. He fought two other champions,

Grualgo and Mulgro, with the same result. In a subsequent battle Smith was wounded, captured, and

sold to a pacha. This dignitary sent him to Constantinople, as a present to a damsel whom he loved.

She, in turn, loved Smith, and to place him in safety, sent him to her brother. There, however. Smith

was cruelly treated. He beat out the brains of the tyrant, and escaped to Muscov}', and finally reached

Austria. He went with a French captain to Morocco and the Canaries, encountered a sea-fight with the

Spaniards, and returned to his native country. His restless spirit made him yearn for adventures in the

New World. Here, after many great exploits, and the endurance of many hardships, he planted the Vir-

ginia colony on a firm basis, and returned to England. He died in London in 1631, at the age of 72.
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the most expedient disposition of him, for they considered him a superior being.' They

finally carried him to Werowocomoco,' the lower seat of Powhatan, and referred the de-

cision to that powerful chief.

Seated upon a raised platform, the trunk and branches of the towering pine for a palace,

the lordly Powhatan, with his two favorite daughters

beside him, and his " grim courtiers" and women

around him, received the prisoner. In solemn state

he was tried ; with solemn words he was adjudged to

die. On the right of the Indian emperor sat Poca-

hontas, his youngest and best loved daughter. Hei

heart beat quick with sympathy the moment she saw

the manly form of Smith, and in her young bosom

glowed intense desire to save his life.

" How trembled then the maid, as rose

That captive warrior, cahii and stern,

Thus girded by his wolfish foes

His fearless spirit still would spurn.

How bright his glance, how fair his face,

And with what proud, enfranchised grace

His footsteps free advance, as still

He follow'd firm the bloody mace
That guided to the gloomy place

Where stood the savage sent to kill."

POCAHONTAS.3 W. GlLLMORE SlMMS

' Smith showed them a pocket compass, and explained its properties, and the shape of the earth ; how

"the sun, and the moon, and the stars chased each other." They were astonished, and regarded him with

awe. They made him offers of "life, liberty, land, and women," if he would tell them how to obtain pos-

session of Jamestown. They also obtained some of his powder. Smith made them waste it (for they had

been made acquainted with its use) by letting them sow it as seed and raise a crop for themselves. In

various ways he outwitted them, and so perfectly retained his self-possession that they regarded him with

great respect.

^ Werowocomoco, the scene of Smith's salvation by Pocahontas, was upon the north side of the York River,

in Gloucester county, about twenty-five miles below the junction of the Pamunkey and Mattapony Rivers,

which form the broad and navigable York. According to Charles Campbell, Esq., of Petersburg, Virginia,

who has carefully examined the matter. Shelly, the seat of Mrs. Mann Page, nearly opposite the mouth of

Queen's Creek, is the site of Werowocomoco. Carter's Creek, emptying into the York at Shelly, afforded

a safe harbor for canoes. Such was also the opinion of Governor Page, whose plantation (Roseweli) ad-

joined that of Shelly. The enormous beds of oyster shell (on account of which Governor Page named the

place Shelly) at this point indicate that it was once a place of great resort by the natives.

^ Pocahontas was a girl " of ten or twelve" years of age when she saved the life of Captain Smith. Two
years afterward, when not over fourteen years old, she went from her father's camp, on a dark and stormy

night, to Jamestown, and informed Smith of a conspiracy among the Indians to destroy the settlers. This

timelv interposition saved them. While Smith remained in the colony, she was a welcome visitor at James-

town^ and often bore messages between the white men and her kindred. In 1612, after Smith had returned

to England, she was treacherously betrayed, for the bribe of a copper kettle, into the hands of Captain Ar-

gall, and by him kept as a prisoner, in order to secure advantageous terms of peace with Powhatan. The

Indian king offered five hundred bushels of corn for her ransom ; but, before her release was efTected, a

mutual attachment had sprung up between her and John Rolfe, a young Englishman of good family. With

the consent of her father she received Christian baptism, and was married to Rolfe. The former ceremony

is the subject of a beautiful painting by John G. Chapman, Esq., which graces one of the panels of the Ro-

tunda of the Capitol at Washington.

Pocahontas accompanied her husband to England in 1616, where she was received at court with the dis-

tinction of a princess. The bigoted King James was highly indignant because one of his subjects had dared

to marry into a royal family, and absurdly apprehended that, because Rolfe had married an Indian princess,

he might lay claim to the crown of Virginia ! It is said that Pocahontas was much afflicted because Smith,

fefiring the royal displeasure, would not allow" a king's daughter to call him father, her usual endearing

name when addressing him. She remained in England about a year; and when on the point of returning

to America, with her husband, in 1617, she sickened and died at Gravesend. The Lady Rebecca (for so

she was called in England) had many and sincere mourners. She left one son, Thomas Rolfe, who after-

ward became a distinguished man in Virginia. He left an only daughter, and from her some of the leading

families of Virginia trace their descent. Among these were the Boilings, Hemmings, Murrays, Guys.
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With his arms pinioned, Smith was laid upon the ground, with his head upon a stone,

and the executioner had lifted the huge club to dash out his brains. With a bound like

that of a frightened fawn, Pocahontas leaped from the side of her father to that of the pris-

oner, and interposed her delicate form between his head and the' warrior's mace
;

"Then turns—with eye grown tearless now, Until, though humble as a slave,

But full of speech, as eye alone To more than queenly sway she grew ?

Can speak to eye, and heart in prayer

—

Oh ! brief the doubt—oh ! short the strife
;

For mercy to her father's throne ! She wins the captive's forfeit life
;

She breaks his bands, she bids him go,

How could that stern old kintj deny Her idol, but her country's foe,

The angel pleading in her eye ? And dreams not, in that parting hour.

How mock the sweet, imploring grace, The jryves that from his limbs she tears

That breathed in beauty from her face, Are li<Tht in weight, and frail in power,

And to her kneeling action cfave To those that round her heart she wears."

A power to soothe, and still subdue, Simms.

Smith's life was spared. The enmity of the natives was changed to friendship, and, with

a guard of twelve men, he was sent to Jamestown, a wiser man; for, during his seven

weeks of captivity, he had traversed a large extent of country, observed its resources, and

the habits and condition of the Indians, and made himself quite familiar with their lan-

guage. He established a friendly intercourse with Powhatan and his confederates, and

often the "dearest daughter of the king," with her companions, brought baskets of corn for

the garrison.

Disorder prevailed at Jamestown on Smith's return. Only forty men remained, and

these were on the point of abandoning the country where they had suffered so much, and

escape with the pinnace. The courage and energy of Smith compelled them to remain.

Newport soon afterward arrived with supplies, and one hundred and twenty emigrants,

chiefly idle gentlemen, "packed hither," as Smith says, " by their friends, to escape ill des-

tinies," and goldsmiths, the very men least needed in the colony. Gold was the chief in-

centive of the Company and the adventurers to risk capital and life. Discovering some-

thing resembling grains of the metal near the site of Richmond, " there was no talk, no

hope, no work, but dig gold, wash gold, refine gold, load gold." NeM'port loaded his ves-

sel with worthless earth, and returned to England with the idea that he was exceedingly

rich, but to have science and skill pronounce him miserably poor in useful knowledge and

well-earned reputation.

Smith remonstrated against idleness, and pleaded for industry, but in vain. He implored

the settlers to plow and sow, that they might reap and be happy. They refused to listen,

and he turned from Jamestown with disgust, and, with a few sensible men, explored the

Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. He went up the Potomac to the Falls above Wash-

ington City. He also entered the Patapsco, and ate maize upon the site of Baltimore.

These long voyages were made in an open boat, propelled by oars and paddles. It was one

of the most wonderful of exploring expeditions, considered in all its aspects, recorded by the

pen of history. Smith constructed a map of his discoveries, and every subsequent survey

of the region attests its remarkable accuracy.

Three days after Smith's return to Jamestown he was made president of the colo-

ny. a Newport soon afterward arrived from England with a supply of food. With a Sept. to,

him came two females, the first English women seen upon the James Fviver.
^'^'^^•

Smith again exerted his energies to turn the little industry of the settlers to agriculture,

and succeeded in a degree. The colony was beginning to thrive under his management,

when the features of its political character were modified. A new charter was b May 23.

given to the London Company, b with provisions for a more powerful government." ^^"^•

Eldridses, and Randolphs. The late John Randolph, of Roanoke, was a descendant of the Indian prin-

cess. Her portrait here given is from a painting made in England, while she was there. Her costume

shows the style of a fashionable dress of that day.
' The new charter extended the limits of the colon)-, and transferred to the Company the power which
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The colonists had no voice in the matter ; neither their rights nor wishes were consulted

or respected. While extraordinary powers were given to the governor, not one new civil

privilege was conceded to them.

Under the new charter, Lord De la Ware, or Delaware, a virtuous and upright noble-

man, was appointed governor and captain-general of Virginia for life. Before his departure

for America, nine ships, under the command of Newport, with more than five hundred emi-

grants, were sent to the James River. Sir Thomas Gates (the governor's deputy), New-

port, and Sir George Somers, were sent as commissioners to administer the government

until the arrival of Lord Delaware. A hurricane drove the fleet toward the West Indies.

The vessel in which were the three commissioners was stranded on the rocks of the Ber-

mudas, and only seven vessels of the squadron reached Virginia. The commissioners were

not lost ; but their arrival in the colony with the emigrants was prevented, and great con-

fusion followed. A large portion of the new comers were idle and dissolute scions of wealthy

families, without energy or good principles. They regarded the colony as without a head

until the arrival of the commissioners or the governor, and were disposed to set at naught

the authority of President Smith. That energetic man was equal to the exigency of the

case, and he boldly and successfully maintained his authority until an accident prostrated

his body, and he was obliged to go to England for surgical aid.' He delegated his authority

to George Percy, brother of the Duke of Northumberland, and sailed for England in the

summer of 1608.

The colonists, released from the control of Smith, now gave themselves up to every ir-

regularity of life. The Indians lost their respect for, and dread of Englishmen ; and when

the ample stock of provisions of the latter was consumed, the former refused assistance.

Famine ensued ; thirty escaped in a vessel to become pirates ; and within six months, hun-

ger, sickness, and Indian hatchets had reduced the colony of more than five hundred left

by Smith, to sixty persons, and these were perishing with hunger. " It was not the will

of God that the new state should be formed of these materials ; that such men should be

the fathers of a progeny, born on the American soil, who were one day to assert American

liberty by their eloquence, and defend it by their valor. "^ This period of distress was long

remembered with a shudder as " the starving time."

At the moment when the destitution was greatest, the commissioners and their wrecked

companions arrived. Upon the uninhabited island where they stranded they had constructed

two rude vessels, loaded them with the stores of their ship, which laid among the rocks, and

sailed for the James River. They arrived in June;^ but, instead of finding a large

and flourishing colony, they were greeted by a handful of emaciated men, on the

point of dying. Death by famine awaited all, and Gates resolved to sail for Newfoundland,

and disperse the company among the English fishing vessels there. Jamestown was utterly

abandoned, and toward Hampton Roads the dejected settlers sailed in the four pinnaces

which remained in the river. As they approached that broad harbor on the following

morning, a vision of white sails cheered their hearts ; and as the sun came up, the long-

boat of Lord Delaware was seen approaching. He came with emigrants and supplies
;

and that night, Jamestown, abandoned to the rude natives in the morning, was made vocal

with hymns and thanksgivings from truly grateful lips.b The next day solemn

religious exercises were held ; the commission of Lord Delaware was read, and

the foundation stone of the Virginia Commonwealth was permanently laid. Delaware ad-

had before been reserved to the king. The council in England, formerly appointed by the king, was now

to have its vacancies filled by the votes of a majority of the corporation. This council was authorized to

appoint a governor, and to delegate to him almost absolute power, even in cases capital and criminal, as

well as civil. They could give him power to declare martial law at his discretion
;
and thus the lives,

liberties, and fortunes of the colonists were placed at the will of a single man.
' I have noticed the elTorts of Smith to establish a permanent settlement at Powhatan, near Richmond.

While returning from that place down the James River, his powder-bag accidentally exploded and almost

killed him. He was dreadfully lacerated, and so acute was the pain, that he threw himself into the river

for alleviation. He was recovered when nearly drowned. ^ Bancroft, i. 138.
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ministered the government with equity until the failure of his health required him to return

to England. a Percy was left in charge of affairs until Delaware's successor should
^^^^^

arrive. In the mean while, Sir Thomas Dale, an " experienced soldier of the Low
Countries," arrived with supplies, b and assumed the government, which he admin-

^^^^ ^^

istered upon the basis of martial law. In less than four months afterward. Sir

Thomas Gates arrived with supplies, and three hundred emigrants, in six ships, and as-

sumed the functions of governor. Under Dale and Gates, the colony, now numbering nearly

a thousand souls, thrived wonderfully. There were but few drones ;
industry and sobriety

prevailed, and a bright future dawned upon Jamestown.

A new charter was granted to the London Company in 1612. The supreme council in

England was abolished, and its powers were transferred to the whole Company, who were

to meet as a democratic assembly, elect their own officers for the colony, and establish the

laws therefor. This was the republican seed which found its way to Virginia, and took

deep root there. Another important concession was made ; the Bermudas, and all islands

within three hundred leagues of the Virginia shore, were included in the grant, and opened

a commercial field. The colony continued to flourish ; and the marriage of John Rolfe

with Pocahontas, with the consent of her father, and the concurrence of Opechancanough,

her uncle (who "gave her away" at the marriage altar), cemented the friendship which

had been gradually forming between the white men and natives.

In 1G14, Gates went to England, and left afiliirs in the hands of Dale, who ruled with

energy for five years, when he appointed George Yeardly deputy governor, and returned to

England. Yeardly encouraged agriculture, and, during his administration, the tobacco plant

began to be cultivated. It soon became not only the staple, but the currency of the colony.

He was succeeded in officec by Samuel Argall, an unprincipled man, and sort of buc-
^^^^^

cancer,' who ruled with tyranny for two years, and was then displaced. YeaVdly

was made governor ; the planters were released from further tribute-service to the colony
;

martial law was abolished ; and on the 29lh of June, 1619, the first colonial assembly ever

held in America was convened at Jamestown. The domain of the English had been divided

into eleven boroughs. Two representatives from each were present at the assembly, and were

called burgesses. This was the kernel of the Virginia government which prevailed until

the Revolution—a governor, his council, and a house of Burgesses. It was the beginning

of the American constitutions.

Twelve years had elapsed since planting Jamestown, and now the settlement first as-

sumed the character of permanency. Ninety respectable young M'omen were sent over in

1620,'' and the following year sixty more came to be wives for the planters. The settlers

" fell to building houses and planting corn," with a determination to make Virginia their

home. The gold mania had pa.ssed away, and the wealth of the rich mold was delved for

with success. A written constitution was granted to the colony by the Company in

1621,d which ratified the form of government introduced by Yeardly. It was j August,

brought over by Sir Francis Wyatt, who succeeded Yeardly, and was received ^*'~^-

with joy by the colonists. General prosperity prevailed, and glad dreams of happiness filled

' Argall, as we have noticed, obtained possession of Pocahontas, and made her his prisoner, in 1613.

The same year he sailed with his fleet to the coast of Maine, to protect the English fisheries. He broke

up a French colony near the Penobscot, and sent some of the people to France and some to Virginia. He
also broke up a French settlement at Port Royal, and made the conquest of Acadia. On his return voyage

to Virginia, he entered the Bay of New York, and compelled the little Dutch trading settlement there to

acknowledge the supremacy ol' England.
2 On the 20th of August, in this year, a Dutch man-of-war entered the James River, and landed twenty

negroes for sale. Almost simultaneously with the birth of civil liberty in Virginia, by the concession of the

repre.sentative system, and the tacit acknowledgment of the universal right to " life, liberty, and the pursuit

of happiness," the system of human bondage, which has ever weighed upon our national energies, and tar-

nished our national character, was introduced. Englishmen have attempted to cast off the stain from

themselves by alleging that the traffickers from a foreign country first brought the negroes here. Had not

Englishmen become the irilling purchacrs, the slave-trade and its system would never have been known

in this country.
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the minds of the settlers. They were now four thousand strong, and fast increasing
; but

a cloud was gathering.

Powhatan, the firm friend of the English since the marriage of his daughter, was now
dead.' The restraints of his influence were lifted from his people, and they, apprehending

their own annihilation by the white men, resolved to strike a blow of extermination. At

I) March 22, mid-day, ^ the hatchet fell upon the more remote settlements around Jamestown,
1622.

gj,(| more than seventeen scores of men, women, and children perished in an hour.^

A friendly Indian, a Christian convert, warned his white friend (Paca) in Jamestown of the

plot the night before. The people prepared for defense, and were, with the nearest settle-

ments, to whom they sent notice, saved. General alarm prevailed. The remote planters

fled to Jamestown, and the number of plantations was reduced from eighty to eight. A
terrible reaction ensued. The English arose, and, moved with a spirit of hatred and revenge,

they smote the Indians with great slaughter, and drove them far back into the wilderness.

We have seen the government of Virginia gradually changed from a royal tenure, under

the first charter, to a proprietary and representative government under the second and third

charters. The king now began to look upon it with suspicion, as inimical to royalty, and

a breeder of disloyal men. The holders of the stock of the London Company had become

very numerous, and their election of officers assumed a political character, presenting two

parties—the advocates of liberty, and the upholders of the royal prerogative. The king,

disliking the freedom of debate which prevailed at their meetings, attempted to control their

elections ; but failing in this, he determined to recover, by a dissolution of their Company,

the influence in the affairs of the New AVorld of Avhich he had deprived himself by his own
charter. He appointed a Qommission, composed of his own pliant instruments, to examine

the aHairs of the Company. They, of course, reported favorable to a dissolution of the as-

sociation, and an equally pliant judiciary effected a consummation of the measure. A quo

warranto was Lssued ; it was feebly defended, and in June, 1624, a decision was given

against the Company, and the patents were canceled. The enterprise had, thus far, been

an unprofitable speculation for the Company, and there was not much opposition. The
king took the political affairs of the colony into his own hands, and it became a royal gov-

ernment
;
yet no material changes were made in the domestic policy of the settlers, and they

were allowed to retain their popular legislative assemblies as a branch of their government.

James died in 1625,1^ and his son, the unfortunate Charles I., succeeded him.

The policy of the new monarch toward the colonists was governed entirely by self-

ish motives, and he allowed them liberty under which to prosper, that gain to himself might

accrue. He imposed some restrictions, and attempted, but in vain, to gain for himself a

monopoly of the trade in tobacco, by becoming the sole factor of the planters.^ Governor

Yeardly died in November, 1627, and the king appointed John Harvey, one of his warm-
est supporters, and a member of the commission appointed by James, governor ;c

but his unpopularity in the colony lost to the king all the advantages his selfishness

coveted. The Virginians deprived Harvey of his government in 1635; summoned an as-

sembly to receive complaints against him, and appointed commissioners to proceed to England

' Powhatan died in 1618, and his younger brother, Opechancanough, heired his power, but not his friend-

ly influence favorable to the English. He always harbored a secret aversion to the white men. Only a

few days before the massacre, he declared " that sooner the skies would fall than his friendship with the

English be dissolved."

- Exarrgerated reports went to England. Smith, in his Advertisements for the Unexperienced Planters,

.stated the number ol killed at 5000. Berkeley rated it at 2000. Edward Waterhouse transmitted to the

Company a statement containing the names of every victim. The number was 347.

—

Declaration of the

State of the Colony, &c., pages 14-21.
^ In his efTorts to obtain the control of the tobacco trade, by becoming himself the sole purchaser of the

crop, the king unconsciously recognized the legality of the Virginia Assembly. In a letter to the governor

and council, written in June, 1628, he offered to contract for the whole crop of tobacco, and expressed a

desire that an assembly might be convened to consider his proposal. ''This is the first recognition," says

Bancroft (i., 196), "on the part of a Stuart of a representative assembly in America." James permitted

it, but did not expressly sanction it.
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with an impeachment. Harvey accompanied the commissioners. The king would not even

admit the accusers to a hearing, and the accused was sent back, clothed with full authority

from Charles to administer the government. He remained in office until 1639, when he

was succeeded by Sir Francis VVyatt.^ Sir William Berkeley succeeded Wyatt in a Nov.

1641.1' During his first administration of ten years, the civil condition of the Vir- ^Aug.

ginians was much improved. The rights of property, and the rewards of industry, were

secured, and the people were prosperous and happy.'

The democratic revolution in England, which brought Charles to the block and placed

Cromwell in power, now began, and religious sects in England and America assumed a political

importance. Puritans had hitherto been tolerated in Virginia ; and Puritan ministers were

even invited by the council to come to that province from Massachusetts Bay. Now, as

the monarch and the Church were united in interest, and the Virginians were loyal to Church

and king, it was decided that no minister should preach or teach except in conformity to the

constitution of the Church of England, and Non-conformists were banished from the colony.

This was a cloud upon the otherwise clear skies of the settlement. But a darker cloud was

gathering. The Indians prepared for another massacre of the white men. The war-whoop

sounded along the frontier settlements, and a general border contest ensued. <= The cAprii,

Indians were generally defeated, and old Opechancanough, the chief instigator, was ^*'^''-

made a prisoner, and died in captivity. J Peace was speedily effected by the In- J 1646.

dians making large concessions to the white men.''

The Virginians remained loyal during the civil war in England ;
and when the king was

beheaded, and the Republicans bore rule, they recognized Charles, the son of their murdered

sovereign, though then a fugitive in a foreign country. The Parliament was incensed at the

audacity of a colony resisting the will of the supreme government, and took measures to en-

force submission.^ A powerful fleet, under Sir George Ayscue, entered the Chesapeake, and

cast anchor at the mouth of the James Pviver. Sir William Berkeley,' with the cavaliers

' In 1648, the number of colonists was twenty thousand. "The cottages were filled with children, as

the ports were with ships and emigrants." Ten ships from London, two from Bristol, twelve from Holland,

and seven from New England, were trading in Virginia at Christmas of that year.

—

Mass. Hist. Coll., ix., 1 1 8.

- Necotowance. the successor of Opechancanough, was forced to acknowledge that he held his kingdom

of the crown of England. It was agreed that the Indians should remove to the north side of the York and

Pamunkey Rivers ; and they ceded to the white men all the lands from the Falls of the James River, at

Richmond, between the two rivers, to the Bay forever. Thus were the natives driven from their beautiful

land—the most beautiful in all Virginia—leaving few traces of their existence behind.

^ An ordinance was passed on the 3d of October, 1650, empowering the Council of State to reduce the

rebellious colonies to obedience, and, at the same time, establish it as a law, that foreign ships should not

trade in any of the ports in Barbadoes, Antiguas, Bermudas, and Virginia.

» Sir William Berkeley was of an ancient family near London. He was educated at Oxford, and admit-

ted Master of Arts in 1629. The next year he traveled extensively in Europe, and became a model of an

elegant courtier and cavalier. He succeeded Sir ^^ ^l—'^/yJ /? /)
Francis Wyatt as governor of Virginia in 1641,

J\ V J //J l\ /^ //
and held that post most of the time during the 1 A/ /(/ J . (J /) aT^fi t t //?
civd wars in Encjland, and until the restoration Y Y /A}/lyl/0V J4~s^' /LXAA/\r^
ofmonarchy inl660. He exhibited shrewdness V ' t/n/tK/V (f

'

^
as well as courage when the fleet of Parliament,

sent to subdue the loyal colony of Virginia, appeared in the James River ; and, by good management, both

parties were satisfied. Cromwell appointed '• worthy Samuel Mathews" governor, and, at his death, Berke-

ley was dcctcd governor by the people. His obsequious deference to royalty offended the independent Vir-

ginians, and his popularity declined. His obstinacy in refusing compliance with the expressed wishes of the

inhabitants that Nathaniel Bacon might lead an expedition against the Indians, further alienated the aflee-

tions of his people. He became irritable and revengeful ; and when juries refused to aid his projects of yen-

geance against those who followed Bacon, he resorted to martial law, and fines, confiscations, and executions

ensued, "in view of this conduct Charles II. remarked, "The old fool has taken more lives in that naked

country than I have taken for the murder of my father."

Berkeley returned to Entjland, after an administration of nearly forty years, and died soon after his ar-

rival. He was buried at Twickenham, July 13, 1677. He was po.ssessed of quite liberal views in respect

to government, but these were often hidden or perverted by his cringing loyalty. In his reply to commis-

sioners sent in 1671 to inquire into the state of the colony, he said, "Thank God, there are no free schools
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who had fled to Virginia, on the death of Charles, for safety, were prepared for their recep-

tion. Armed Dutch vessels, lying in the river, were pressed into service
;
and, although the

Virginians had resolved to submit as soon as they perceived the arrival of the fleet, they, like

Falstaff", declared they would not do it "on compulsion." This unexpected show of resist-

ance made the commissioners of Parliament, who were sent out to negotiate, hesitate
;
and,

instead of opening their cannon upon the colonists, they courteously proposed submission to

the authority of the Protector, upon terms quite satisfactory to the Virginians. The liber-

ties of the colonists were more fully secured than they had ever been ;
indeed, they were al-

lowed nearly all those rights which the Declaration of Independence a century and a quarter

later charged the King of Great Britain with violating. Until the restoration of monarchy

in 1660, Virginia was virtually an independent state ; for Cromwell made no appointments

for the state, except a governor. On the death of Oliver Cromwell in 1658, the Virginians

were not disposed to acknowledge the authority of Richard, his successor, and they elected

Matthews, and afterward Berkeley, to fill the office of governor. Universal suff\-age pre-

vailed ; all freemen, without exception, were allowed to vote ; and servants, when the terms

of their bondage ended, became electors, and might be made burgesses.

When the news of the probable restoration of Charles the Second reached Virginia, Berke-

ley disclaimed the popular sovereignty, proclaimed the exiled monarch, issued writs for an

assembly in the name of the king, and the friends of royalty came into power.' High hopes

of great favor from the new king were entertained. They were speedily blasted. Com-

mercial restrictions, grafted upon the existing colonial system of the commonwealth, were

rigorously enforced.^ The people murmured, and finally remonstrated, but in vain. The

profligate monarch, who seems never to have had a clear perception of right and wrong, but

was always guided by the dictates of caprice and passion, gave away to special favorites

large tracts of land, some of it cultivated and valuable.' The Royalist party in Virginia

soon began to have an evil influence. The Assembly abridged the liberties of the people
;

the members, elected for only two years, assumed to themselves the right of an indefinite

continuance of power, and the representative system was virtually abolished. Intolerance

began to grow again, and heavy fines were imposed upon Baptists and Quakers. Taxes

were made unequal and oppressive. Loyalty waned ; the people learned to despise the very

name of king, and open discontent ensued. The common people formed a Republican party,

opposed to the aristocracy and the Royalists.

The menaces of the hostile Susquehannas, a fierce tribe on the northern frontier, who

had been driven southward by the Five Nations, and vi'ere then desolating the remote set-

nor printing-press, and I hope we shall not have these hundred years ; for learning has brought disobedience,

and heresy, and sects into the world, and printing has divulged these and libels against the best government."

In this last sentence the old bigot courtier uttered one of the most glorious truths vv'hich the march of prog-

ress has practically developed. Tyranny always fears enlightenment. Napoleon said he was in more dread

of one free printing-press than a hundred thousand Austrian bayonets.

' Berkeley proclaimed Charles the Second king of England, Scotland, Ireland, and Virginia. Charles was

therefore made king in Virginia, by the supreme authorities of the colony, before he actually became so in

England. Already, when they were informed that Cromwell was about to send a fleet to reduce them to

submission, the Virginians sent, in a small ship, a messenger to Charles, at Breda, in Flanders, to invite

him to come over and be King of Virginia. He was on the point of sailing, when he was called to the

throne of his father. In gratitude to Virginia, he -cau-sed the arms of that province to be quartered with

those of England, Scotland, and Ireland, as an independent member of the empire. From this circumstance

Virginia received the name of The Old Dominion. Coins with these quarterings were made as late as 1773.

* The colonial system of all kingdoms has uniformly been to make the industry of colonists tributary to

the acgrandizement of the parent country. The Navigation Act, which, down to the time of our Revolu-

tion, was a fruitful source of complaint, was now rigorously applied, and new and more stringent provisions

added to it. Under it, no commodities could be imported into any British settlement, nor exported from them,

except in Enrjlish vessels
;
and tobacco, turpentine, and other principal commodities of the colonies, could

be shipped to no country except England. The trade between the colonies was also taxed for the benefit of

the imperial treasury, and in various other ways the colonies were made dependent on the mother country.

^ He crave awav to Lord Culpepper and the Earl of Arlington, two of his favorites, " all the dominit)n

of land and water called Virginia," for the space of thirty-one years. Culpepper became governor in 1680.
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tlements of Maryland, offered the people an excuse for arming. The Indians hovered nearer

and nearer, and committed murders on Virginia soil. The planters, with Nathaniel Bacon,

a popular, bold, and talented man, for their leader, demanded of Governor Berkeley the

privilege of protecting themselves. Berkeley refused ;
for he doubtless had sagacity to per-

ceive how the people would thus discover their strength. At length, some people on Ba-

con's plantation having been killed by the Indians, that gentleman yielded to popular clamor,

placed himself at the head of five hundred men, and marched against the invaders. Berkeley,

who was jealous of Bacon's popularity, immediately proclaimed him a traitor,a and ^May,

ordered a body of troops to pursue and arrest him." Bacon was successful against ^''^^•

the Indians, while Berkeley was obliged to recall his troops to put down a rising rebellion

in the lower counties. The people generally sympathized with the " traitor." They arose

in open insurrection ; Berkeley was compelled to yield ;
the Long Assembly was dissolved,

and a new one elected ; new laws were granted ; universal suffrage was restored
;
arbitrary

taxation was abolished, and Bacon was appointed commander-in-chief Berkeley, compelled

by the popular will, promised to sign Bacon's commission, but this promise was never ful-

filled. Fearing treachery, the latter withdrew to Williamsburg, then called the Middle

Plantation, where he assembled five hundred men, and marched to Jamestown, to demand

his commission from the governor. It was reluctantly granted ; and Berkeley and the As-

sembly, overawed, attested the bravery and loyalty of Bacon, and on the 4th of July, 1 G76,

just one hundred years before the birth-day of our republic, a more liberal and enlightened

legislation commenced in Virginia. " The eighteenth century in Virginia was the child of

the seventeenth ; and Bacon's rebellion, with the corresponding scenes in Maryland, Caro-

lina, and New England, was the earlier harbinger of American independence and Ameri-

can nationality."'

The moment Bacon left Jamestown to confront the invading Indians, Berkeley treacher-

ously and rashly published a proclamation, reversing all the proceedings of the burgesses
;

asain declaring Bacon a traitor, and calling upon the loyal aristocracy to join him. The

indignation of Bacon was fiercely kindled, and, marching back to the capital, he lighted up

a civil war. The property of Berkeley's adherents was confiscated ; their wives were seized

as hostages ; and a general destruction of the plantations of the Royalists ensued. Berkeley

and his followers were driven from Jamestown, and sought shelter on the eastern shore of

the Chesapeake. Bacon became supreme ruler, and, having proclaimed the abdication of

Berkeley, he summoned an Assembly in his own name, and prepared to cast off all allegiance

to the English crown. When troops came from England to support Berkeley, Bacon and

his followers resolved to oppose them.' A rumor reached the capital that a strong party

of Royalists, with the imperial troops, M-ere approaching, and, in a council of war. Bacon

and his followers resolved to burn Jamestown. The torch was applied just as the night

shadows came over the village, and the sun rose the next morning upon the smoking ruins of

the first English town built in America. Naught remained standing but a few chimneys and

the church tower, that solitary monument which now attracts the eye and heart of the traveler.

' Nathaniel Bacon was a native of Suffolk. He was educated for the legal profession in London. He

went to Virginia, where his high character for virtue and integrity soon procured him a seat in the council.

He purchased a plantation not tar from the present city of Richmond. Handsome in person, eloquent in

speech, and thoroughly accomplished, he acquired great popularity; and when he proposed to lead ihe

young men of the settlement asainst the murderous Indians, he had many adherents. In defiance of the

wrath of the jealous Berkeley, he headed an expedition. The governor proclaimed him a traitor, and his

followers rebels. Bacon was successfully beating back the Indians on one side, and the governor's adher-

ents on the other, when death, from a severe disease, closed his career. Had he lived to complete what he

had begun, his memory would have been cherished as a patriot, instead of being clouded with the stigma

of the tnsurgent. He died at the house of Dr. Green, in Gloucester count}-, October 1, 1676.

2 Bancroft, ii., 222.
3 This was the first time that English troops were sent to America to suppress republicanism. The

same determined spirit prevailed which, a century later, made all the Anglo-American colonies lift the arm

of defiance against the armies and navies of Great Britain, when sent here '• to burn our towns, ravage our

coasts, and eat out the sub.stance of the people."
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Leavinjr the smoking ruins behind, Bacon pushed forward with his little army to drive

the Pvoyalists from Virginia ; but the malaria from the low lands infused its poison into his

a October, veins, and on the north bank of the York Pviver that brave patriot died. a His

I'^'S.
'

death was a blow of unutterable evil to his followers, for no other man could wear

the mantle of his influence. The fugitive governor returned to the Middle Plantation in

triumph, and began to wreak his vengeance upon the principal insurgents. Twenty were

hanged,' and others were on their way to the gallows, when the Assembly implored that

"he"" would spill no more blood." Berkeley yielded ; but the fines, confiscations, and other

punishments continued. He ruled with an iron hand, which rule begot him many enemies

at home.' He was soon recalled, and went to England, but died before he obtained an audi-

ence with his king.'

As briefly as perspicuity would allow, I have sketched the early history of Virginia, in

order to illustrate the gradual development of that spirit of liberty which spoke out so boldl",

and acted with so much decision and power there, in the incipient and progressive stages of

the War for Independence. We have seen the republican tree spring up and flourish on the

banks of the James River, until its branches overspread a wide region, and sheltered thou-

sands of freemen who, a hundred years before our Declaration of Independence was pro-

claimed, were ready to forswear allegiance to the British monarch, unless he should virtually

recognize their sovereignty as a people. In the struggle between monarchy and republican-

ism, represented by Berkeley and Bacon, we have seen the capital of the new state, after an

existence of seventy years, reduced to ashes, never to be restored. For a century and three

quarters it has been a desolation. The green grass, the waving corn, and the golden wheat

now cover the earth where streets and lanes were trodden by Smith and Gosnold, Newport,

Gates and Berkeley, Powhatan and Pocahontas, and a host of Englishmen, whose spirits

seem to have taken root in the soil, and multij)lied a thousand-fold—whose scattered bones,

like dragons teeth sown upon the land, seem to have germinated and sent up full-armed

heroes. Nothing remains of the past but this old tower and these broken tombs, among

which we have sat while pondering the antecedents of the present. We will close the

chronicle for a while, and, taking a glance at later Pi.evolutionary events here, hasten away

to Williamsburg—the " Middle Plantation"—the second capital of Virginia.

' Ainong those who suffered were Colonel Hansford ;
Captains Carver, Farlow, and Wilford ; Major

Cheeseman ; William Drummond (former governor of Carolina), and Colonel Richard Lawrence. Colonel

Hansford was the first native of Virginia who died on the gallows, and he has been justly termed the first

martyr to American liberty. This civil war cost the colony a quarter of a million of dollars.

2 Afraid of popular enlightenment, Berkeley would not allow a printing-press in Virginia. To speak ill

of him, or any of his friends, was punished as a crime by whipping, or a fine ; to speak, write, or publish

any thing in iiiitigation or favor of the rebellion or rebels, was made a misdemeanor, and, if thrice repeated,

was evidence of treason.—Henning's Statutes of Virginia, ii., 385.

^ Berkeley was much censured in England, and those censures affected him greatly. His brother, Lord

Berkeley, declared that the unfavorable report of the commissioners caused the death of Sir William.
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CHAPTER XVIII.

"
I look'd, and thoiiirht the quiet of the scene

An emljlem of the peace that yet shall be,

When, o'er earth's continents and isles between,

The noise of war shall cease from sea to sea,

And married nations dwell in harmony
;

When millions, crouching in the dust to one,

No more shall beg their lives on bended knee.

Nor the black stake be dress'd, nor in the sun

The o'er-labor'd captive toil, and wish his life were done."

Bryant.

N hour before merklian I left the old church-yard at Jamestown, and saun-

tered along the pebbly shore back to the little punt in which I was to reach

the main land. I picked up two or three Janiestoivn diamonds, and a

small brass key of antique form, which lay among the pebbles, and then left

that interesting spot, perhaps forever. The day was very warm, and 1

was glad to get within the shadow of the pine forests which skirt the road

almost the whole way from Jamestown to Williamsburg, a distance of four miles and a half.

Not a leaf stirred upon the trees, and the silence of solitude prevailed, for the insects had

gone to their winter repose, and the birds had finished their summer carols.

A mile and a half from Jamestown, I crossed the Powhatan Creek, a sluggish stream

which finds its way into the James River through a 'iQW in the rear of Jamestown Island.

On its northern bank, a few yards from the road, are the remains of a fortification, which

was thrown up by Cornwalhs in the summer of 1 781. The embankments and ditches are

very prominent. Neighborhood tradition calls them the remnant of Powhatan's fort. In

this vicinity two engagements took place between the Pvoyalists and Republicans in June

and Jtily, 1781. The first occurred at the forks of the road, one of which makes a cir-

cuit to the Chickahominy, the other leads to Williamsburg. The place is known in history

as Silencer s Ordinary, from the circumstance that a man named Spencer kept a tavern

at the forks. Let us see what the pen of history has recorded.

In the spring of 1781, Cornwallis left Wilmington, in North Carolina, and marched into

Virginia, to join the invading forces under Phillips and Arnold at Petersburg. After at-

tempts to capture stores in the heart of Virginia, and finding the forces of La Fayette,

Wayne, and Steuben rapidly increasing, the earl thought it prudent to return toward the

sea-shore. He accordingly retreated to Pvichmond, and from thence across the Chickahom-

iny to Williamsburg and Jamestown, and then down the James River to Portsmouth, op-

posite Norfolk. From the stables and pastures of the planters he took the fine horses which

they had refused to Greene,' and well mounted his cavalry. In his retreat he was closely

pursued, and greatly annoyed by La Fayette and Wayne, with about four thousand men.''

Cornwallis reached Williamsburg on the 25th of June. a Informed that the
^^^^^

Americans had some boats and stores on the Chickahominy River, he sent Lieutenant-

colonel Simcoe, with -his Rangers, and a company of Yagers, under Major Armstrong and

Captain Ewald, to destroy them, and to collect all the cattle they could find.' La Fayette,

' Greene, then in command of the Southern army, had left Steuben in Virginia to collect troops, horses,

and stores, and send them to him at the South.
2 There were 2100 regulars, of which number 1500 were veteran troops, who had experienced service

at the North.
=5 Simcoe found but little to destroy on the Chickahominy, and returning, halted at Dandrid-re's, within

three, miles of the Diesckung Creek, a branch of the Chickahominy. The next morning they marched to
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with great circumspection, had kept about a score of miles in the rear of the royal army

while pursuing Cornwallis. He was at Tyre's plantation, about twenty miles from Will-

iamsburg, when informed of Simcoe's expedition, and immediately detached Lieutenant-

colonel Percival Butler, a brave officer of the Pennsylvania line, to intercept that partisan

on his return.' Butler's detachment consisted of a corps of Continental troops, two rifle

corps, under Majors Call and Willis, and about one hundred and twenty horsemen, under

Major M'Pherson. Simcoe accomplished his purpose without opposition, and was hasten-

ing back to Williamsburg with a quantity of cattle procured from the planters, when he

was overtaken at Spencer's Ordinary by M'Pherson and his dragoons, and a very severe

skirmish ensued. Both parties were ignorant of the real strength of each other, and maneu-

vered with caution. Simcoe believed the whole force of La Fayette to be near, and But-

ler supposed his detachment was fighting with the advanced guard of Cornwallis's army.

The approach of the Americans was first discovered by trumpeter Barney, of the Queen's

Rangers, who was stationed as a vidette on an

eminence about half way between Lee's farm and

the road along which the patriots were approach-

ing. A body of cavalry, under Captain Shank,

were then dismounted at Lee's farm, where they

were foraging. Barney galloped toward Spencer's,

and this averted the blow which might have fallen

fatally upon the dismounted cavalry at Lee's, if

they had been seen by the Americans. The lat-

ter, perceiving the direction of the vidette's flight,

and concluding he M'as retreating to his corps,

pushed on toward Spencer's. The dragoons at

Lee's immediately mounted, and, dashing through

the wood, made a furious charge upon the right

flank of the Americans. In this onset Major

M'Pherson was thrown from his horse by Sergeant

Wright of the Rangers, and so severely hurt that

he did not again engage in the conflict. The
belligerents swept on beyond him, too intent upon

battle to stop for prisoners, and his life and liberty

were spared.

The infantry and rifle corps under Simcoe were

Butler's riflemen had also reached the scene of conflict. Thenow brought into action,

fence on each side of the road had been thrown down by Simcoe early in the morning, to

allow greater freedom for his troops. The action became general and fierce within an

eighth of a mile of Spencer's. Simcoe soon perceived that he could not win a victory by

fair fighting, and turned his attention to stratagem. While Captain Althouse with the

the creek, repaired the bridge sufficiently to pass over, and then utterly destroyed it. They then marched to

Cooper's Mills, nearly twenty miles from Williamsburg. Simcoe was anxious concerning his safety, for he

could not sain a word of reliable information respecting La Fayette's movements. He promised a great

reward to a Whig to go to the marquis's camp and return with information by the next morning, when his

detachment should march. The Whig went; but instead of returning with information for Simcoe, he piloted

Wayne, with a considerable force, to the place of the Rangers' encampment. The fires were yet burning,

but the coveted prize had departed an hour before.—See Simcoe's Military Journal.

^ Lieutenant-colonel Butler was Morgan's second in command at Saratoga.

Note.—The letters in the above map have reference as follows: A, American infantry; B, American

cavalrj' ; C, the Queen's Rangers halting at the forks of the road
; D, the Rangers in line, prepared for

attack; E, the cavalry of the Queen's Rangers, foraging at Lee's farm ; F, the British cavalry, and B, the

American cavalry, contending at the beginning of the battle ; G, the Rangers after the battle
;
and H, I,

the line of retreat back to the road near Spencer's ; K, trumpeter Barney, when he first discovered the

Americans and gave the alarm ; L, the Yagers, commanded chiefly by Ewald ; M, a three-pounder near

Spencer's : N, Captain Althouse with British riflemen.
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riflemen, and Captain Ewald with the Yagers, were engaged in fierce conflict with the

corps of Call and Willis, he moved the whole body of his mounted Rangers to an eminence

near Lee's, displayed them imposingly in full view of the Americans for a few moments, and

then withdrew them. This maneuver, as was intended, deceived the patriots. The march

of Simcoe was concealed from them by intervening hills and woods, and they did not sus-

pect the party thus displayed to be that partisan's Pvangers. They believed them to be the

front of a more formidable force deploying in the rear, preparatory to a general charge. At

the same moment a three-pounder, which had been stationed upon the hill (M, in the plan),

near Spencer's, was discharged ; and, while its echoes were booming over the country. Shank,

with his cavalry, made another furious attack upon the main body of the Republicans, now

gathered more compactly in the road and the adjacent fields, a short distance from Spencer's.'

The idea that Cornwallis was advancing with artillery alarmed the Americans, and,

when Shank made his charge, they fell back in confusion upon the reserve corps of Conti-

nentals in the rear, and the battle ended. Simcoe was quite as much afraid of the advance

of La Fayette and his force to the support of Butler, as was the latter of the appearance

of Cornwallis. He immediately formed his corps in retreating order, and pushed on toward

Williamsburg. Butler thought it imprudent to follow them ; for he was informed that

Cornwallis, on hearing the first fire, commenced a march, with a strong force, to the sup-

port of Simcoe. Neither party could fairly claim a victory, though both parties did so. It

was a sort of drawn battle. The Americans returned to Tyre's plantation.

So widely difierent are the official accounts of the numbers lost in this engagement that

it is difficult to ascertain the truth. La Fayette states the loss of the British at sixty

killed and one hundred wounded, while Cornwallis says that only three officers and thirty

privates were killed and wounded. The latter also states that three American officers and

twenty-eight privates were taken prisoners. The number of the Americans killed has never

been named by our writers. Simcoe says, " It is certain they had a great many killed and

wounded, exclusive of prisoners;" but this was merely conjecture. He also says that his

own groom was the only prisoner secured by the Americans, the bat-men at Lee's, who

were captured at the commencement of the action, having been rescued, except the groom.

Cornet Jones, a promising young officer of the Pvangers, who was killed, was greatly be-

loved, and was buried at Williamsburg, the next day, with military honors.'

At this time. Sir Henry Clinton, having received some intercepted letters written by

Washington, in which a plan for attacking New York was divulged,' became alarmed for

his safety. He accordingly made a requisition upon Cornwallis for a portion of his troops

to be sent immediately to New York. The earl, supposing himself too weak, after com-

plying with this requisition, to remain at Williamsburg, resolved to retire to Portsmouth,

near Norfolk. He broke up his encampment at Williamsburg on the 4th of July, a
^ ^^^^

and marched for Jamestown Island. He disposed of his troops in such a manner as

' Simeoe's Journal, p. 226-236. Lee's Memoirs of the War in the Southern Department, p. 298-301.

^ The expression " buried with military honors" is often used, but, I apprehend, often without a clear

understanding of its purport. The general reader may be interested in knowing in what consist " mHitary

honors" in the sense here used. The rules generally adopted are as follows : The funeral of a commander-

in-chief \s saluted with three rounds of 11 pieces of cannon, 4 battalions, and 6 squadrons; that of a lieu-

tenant general with three rounds of 9 pieces of cannon, 3 battalions, and 4 squadrons ;
that of a major gen-

eral with three rounds of 7 pieces of cannon, 1 battalion, and 2 squadrons
;
that of colonel by his own bat-

talion (or an eijual number by detachment), with three rounds of small-arms ;
that of a lieutenant colonel

by 300 men and officers, with three rounds of small-arms ; that of a major by 200 men and officers, with

three rounds of small-arms ; that of a captain by his own company, or 70 rank and file, with three rounds

of small-arms; that of a lieutenant by a lieutenant, 1 sergeant, 1 drummer, 1 filer, and 36 rank and file,

with three rounds of small-arms; that of an ensign by 1 ensign, 1 sergeant, 1 drummer, and 27 rank and

file, with three rounds of small-arms; that of a sergeant by 1 sergeant and 10 rank and file, with three

rounds of small-arms; that of a corporal, musician, private man, drummer, or fifer by 1 sergeant and 13

rank and file, with three rounds of small-arms. The pall is supported by officers of the same rank as that

of the deceased ; if that number can not be had, officers next in seniority are to supply their place.

^ These letters, written by Washington for the express purpose of deceiving Sir Henry Clinton, have been

noticed on page 213.

XL Gg



466 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Movements of La Fayette. Cornwallis's Stratagem. March from Green Spring. Colonel Armand

to cover the ford, and the Queen's Pvangers crossed over to the island the same evening.

The two succeeding days were employed in passing over the baggage of the army.

La Fayette was exceedingly active and vigilajit. As soon as he was informed by Lieu-

tenant-colonel Mercer, who had been sent to reconnoiter, that Cornwallis had left Williams-

burg, he moved forward and encamped within nine miles of Jamestown. Upon the activity

and skill of Wayne the marquis relied with confidence. America had no truer or braver

officers in the field than the " French game-cock" and " Mad Anthony." The marquis,

who had steadily pursued the earl from Richmond, but always avoiding a general engage-

ment, now resolved to fall upon his rear, when the main body should have passed over to

Jamestown Island. Cornwallis suspected this design, and prepared for the emergency. He

encamped the greater portion of his army on the main land, as compactly as possible, and

sheltered from view by a dense pine forest. He also cast up a fortification on the right bank

of Powhatan Creek, by the Williamsburg road, the remains of which, I have just mentioned,

are still very prominent. He allowed but a few soldiers to make their appearance on the

edge of the wood ; deployed those on the island to the best advantage ;
drew in his light out-

guards ; suflered his pickets to be insulted ; and, by every means in his power, gave the im-

pression that only his rear-guard was upon the main. These maneuvers of Cornwallis, and

abounding false intelligence, completely deceived La Fayette, and caused him to make an

attack upon the British, a step which involved his whole army in imminent peril.

La Fayette and his troops were at Green Spring plantation' on the morning of the 6th

of July. a At sunrise, the whole country was enveloped in a fog ; at noon, an un-

' ^^^^'
clouded sun poured down its almost vertical rays with fierce intensity. Assured that

only the rear-guard of Cornwallis's army remained ofT the island, the marquis moved from.

Green Spring, at three o'clock in the afternoon, for the purpose of attacking them. This

late hour was judiciously chosen ; the heat was less oppressive, and, if deceived concerning

the numbers of the enemy on the main land, the night-shadows would favor a retreat. In

front of Green Spring mansion, and extending to the Williamsburg road from the lower ford

of the Chickahominy, where I crossed, was low, sunken ground, and a morass bridged by

a causeway of logs. Over this, in narrow files, the Americans were obliged to make their

way, and it was almost five o'clock before they arrived in sight of the British outposts. La

Fayette detached Wayne, with about eight hundred men, to make the attack. His ad-

vanced guard consisted of the rifle corps of Call and Willis, and a patrol of dragoons. These

were followed by the cavalry of Armand's^ and Mercer's troops, led by Major M'Pherson,

' See page 446.
^ Charles Armand, marquis de la Rouarie, was a French officer in the Continental armj, who had been

ten years in military service before he came to this coun-

^ /y try. On the 10th of Maj^, 1777, Congress gave him the

/ y^^J-^^^yy^^y^^^^y^y^\/C commission of colonel, and authorized him to raise a corps

yf^^/^TA^^^^/'^A ^'^^^^ J^ of Frenchmen, in number not exceeding two hundred men

/\y/ .^-^ He was a zealous and spirited officer, and did good service

^—

^

throuohout the war. He was with La Fayette in New

Jersey, after the battle of Red Bank, in the fall of 1777, and the next year was actively engaged in West-

chester county, New York, in opposition to the corps of Simcoe and Emerick, and the Loyalists under Bare-

more. The latter was captured by Armand, who, at one time, had his quarters at a house which stood on

the site of the present St. John's College, at Fordham. He was stationed at Ridgefield, in Connecticut,

under General Robert Howe, in the summer of 1779. Belonging to his corps was a company of cavalry

called Marcchaussec* whose duties appertained chiefly to the police of the army. Armand's corps, ex-

clusive of this company, was incorporated with Pulaski's in February, 1780. Armand was with the army

under Gates at Clermont, near Camden, in South Carolina, and was directed by that general to form an

advance attacking party in the night-march against Cornwallis at Camden. He censured the conduct ol

his general on that occasion very much. " I will not say," he remarked, "that the general contemplated

treason ; but I will say, that if he had desired to betray his army, he could not have chosen a more judi-

* The Marcchaussee was a useful corps. In an encampment, it was its business to patrol the carap and its vicinity, for the

purpose of apprehending deserters, thieves, rioters, &c., and soldiers who should be found violating the rules of the army.

Strangers without passes were to be apprehended by them, and the sutlers in the army were under the control of the com-

mander of the corps. In the time of action they were to patrol the roads on both flanks of the army to arrest fugitives, and ap-

prehend those who might be skulking away.
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who had recovered from the effects of his unhorsing at Spencer's. The Continental infantry,

chiefly Pennsylvania troops, under Wayne, supported the whole. La Fayette, with nine

hundred Continentals and some militia, halted after crossing the morass, to be in readiness

to support Wayne, if necessary. Steuben, with the main body of the militia, remained as

a reserve at Green Spring.

After moving about a mile, the van patrol were attacked by some of the enemy's Yagers,

and the riflemen and militia commenced the attack upon the British pickets at about five

o'clock. A desultory fire was kept up for a few minutes, when the cavalry made a furious

charge, and the pickets were driven within their lines in great confusion and with consider-

able loss. The British outpost, which covered and concealed the main body of the royal

army, was now assailed by the riflemen, who were stationed in a ditch, near a rail fence.

They were under the immediate direction of M'Pherson and Mercer, and terribly galled the

Yagers who garrisoned the point assailed, yet without driving them from their position.

The assailants were speedily joined by two battalions of Continental infantry, one under

Major Galvan, and another under Major Willis, of Connecticut, supported by two pieces of

artillery, under the direction of Captain Savage. The Americans felt certain of victory,

and were about to leave the ditch and engage hand to hand with the enemy, when more

than two thousand of the royal troops were led from their concealment into action by Lieu-

tenant-colonel Yorke on the right, and Lieutenant-colonel Dundas on the left. The brigade

of the latter consisted of the forty-third, seventy-sixth, and eightieth regiments, the flower

of Cornwallis's army. Yorke soon put to flight the American militia on the right ; but, on

the left, the riflemen, cavalry, and the Pennsylvania infantry sustained the unequal conflict

with great bravery. Superior numbers, however, overmatched skill and courage, and the

Americans, after a sanguinary battle of ten minutes, gave way ; first the riflemen, then the

cavalry, and finally the whole body of infantry retreated in confusion upon Wayne's line,

which was drawn up in compact order in the field in front of the present residence of

Mr. Coke.

Wayne now perceived the whole breadth of Cornwallis's stratagem, and the imminence of

the danger which surrounded his troops. Already strong detachments were rapidly outflank-

ing him and gaining his rear, while a solid body of veterans were confronting him. It was a

moment of great peril. To retreat would be certain destruction to his troops ; a false move-

ment would involve the whole in ruin. Wayne's presence of mind never forsook him, and,

in moments of greatest danger, his judgment seemed the most acute and faithful. He now
instantly conceived a bold movement, but one full of peril. He ordered the trumpeters to

cions course." Armand was dissatisfied with the promotions in the army, for he perceived no chance for

hanself to advance, _yet he continiied in faithful service. He went to France in Februarj', 1781, to procure

clothing and accoutrements, but came back again in time to join the army before Yorktown in October of

that year. On the earnest recommendation of Washington, who knew his worth, Conjrress gave Colonel

Armand the commission of brigadier general in the spring of 1783. He returned to France in 1784. In

a letter to Rochambeau, written in May of that year, Washington strongly recommended General Armand as

worthy of promotion in his own country. He was married, in 1786, to a wealthy lady, belonging to an ancient

family, and on that occasion wrote a letter to Washington, inviting him to come to Europe and partake

of the hospitalities of his home. In his reply, Washington remarked, " I must confess I was a little pleased,

if not surprised, to find you think quite like an American on the subject of matrimony and domestic felicity

;

for, in my estimation, more permanent and genuine happiness is to be found in the sequestered walks of

connubial life than in the giddy rounds of promiscuous pleasure, or the more tumultuous and imposing scenes

of successful ambition. This sentiment will account in a degree for my not making a visit to Europe."
General Armand took an active part in the revolutionary movements in his own countrj', and became a

prisoner in the Bastile, for a time, in 1789. He participated in the sanguinary scenes in La Vendee, during

the first year of the French Revolution. Sick when the news of the execution of Louis XVI. reached him,

it produced a powerful eflect upon his weakened system. A crisis in his malady was induced, and, on the

30th of .January, 1793, he expired. He was buried privately, by moonlight; but his remains were disin-

terred by the Revolutionists within a month afterward, and the papers inhumed with him revealed the names
of associates, some of whom were afterward guillotined. General Armand was of middle size, dark com-
plexion, urbane in deportment, polished in manners, an eloquent and persuasive speaker, and a practiced

marksman. He was greatly beloved by his friends, and his opponents were not his enemies.
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sound a charge, and, with a full-voiced shout, his whole force, cavalry, riflemen, and infant-

ry, dashed forward in the face of a terrible storm of lead and iron, and smote the British

line with ball, bayonet, and cutlass so fiercely, that it recoiled in amazement. La Fayette,

who had personally reconnoitered the British camp from a tongue of land near the present

Jamestown landing, perceived the peril of Wayne, and immediately drew up a line of Con-

tinentals half a mile in the rear of the scene of conflict, to cover a retreat if Wayne should

attempt it. When the latter saw this, and perceived the flanking parties of the enemy

halting or retrograding, he sounded a retreat, and in good order his brave band fell back

upon La Fayette's line. Never was a desperate maneuver better planned or more success-

fully executed. Upon that single cast of the die depended the safety of his corps. It was

a winning one for the moment, and the night-shadows coming on, the advantage gained

was made secure.

Cornwallis was astonished and perplexed by the charge and retreat. The lateness of the

hour, and the whole movement, made him view the maneuver as a lure to draw him into

an ambuscade ; and, instead of pursuing the Ptepublicans, he called in his detachments,

» July 9 crossed over to Jamestown Island during the evening, and three days afterward^

1781. crossed the James River with the largest portion of his troops, and proceeded by

.

easy marches to Portsmouth.' The other portion of his army, pursuant to General Clin-

ton's requisition, embarked in transports for New York." In this action, according to La

Fayette, the Americans lost one hundred and eighteen men^ (including ten officers), in

killed, wounded, and prisoners ; also the two pieces of cannon, which they were obliged to

leave on the field, the horses attached to them having been killed. The British loss was

five officers wounded, and seventy-five privates killed and wounded."

The Americans, under La Fayette, remained in the vicinity of Williamsburg until the

arrival of the combined armies, nearly two months afterward, on their way to besiege Corn-

wallis at Yorktown.

b Dec. 20 I arrived at Williamsburg at noon,b and proceeded immediately to search out

1^^^- the interesting localities of that ancient and earliest incorporated town in Virginia.

They are chiefly upon the main street, a broad avenue pleasantly shaded, and almost as

quiet as a rural lane. I first took a hasty stroll upon the spacious green in front of Will-

iam and Mary College, the oldest literary institution in America except Harvard University.''

The entrance to the green is flanked by stately live oaks, cheering the visitor in winter with

their evergreen foliage. In the center of the green stands the mutilated statue of Lord

Botetourt, the best beloved of the colonial governors. This statue was erected in the old

capital in 1774, and in 1797 it was removed to its present position. I did not make a

sketch of it, because a student at the college promised to hand me one made by his own

' Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton and his legion were dispatched on the 9th to New London, in Bedford

county, nearly two hundred miles distant, to destroy some stores destined for Greene's army at the South,

said to be in that district. Tarleton, with his usual celerity, passed through Petersburgh the same evening,

and pushed forward toward the Blue Ridge. He was disappointed, for he could find no magazines of

stores. He was also informed that Greene was besieging Ninety-Six, and successfully reconquering the

districts over which the British had marched victoriously. He returned toward the sea-board, and rejoined

Cornwallis at SufTolk on the 24th. The whole army then proceeded to Portsmouth.

2 Before they left Hampton Roads, Cornwallis received orders to retain these troops, and occupy some

defetisible position in Virginia.

^ Stedman says (ii., 395) the American loss "amounted to about three hundred." That officer (who

belontred to the surgeon's staff) was with Cornwallis at Jamestown. He gives the whole number of the

British loss at seventy-five.

* Marshall, i., 439, 440; Stedman, ii., 394, 395; Girardin ; Simcoe's Jotirnal ; Jlowison.

" William and Mary College was founded in 1692, and the sovereigns whose name it bears granted

the 3orporation twenty thousand acres of land as an endowment. In 1693 the building was erected. It is

of brick, and large enough to accommodate one hundred students. For its support a penny a pound duty

on certain tobacco exported from Virginia and Maryland was allowed, also a small duty on liquors

imported, and furs and skins exported. From these resources it received ample support. It was former-

ly allowed a representation in the House of Burgesses. There is now a law school connected with the

institution.
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Remains of Dunmore's Palace.

pencil before I left the place. He neglected to do so, and therefore I can p-ive nothinof pic-

torially of " the good Governor Botetourt,"' the

predecessor of Dunmore.

I next visited the remains of the palace of Lord

Dunmore, the last royal governor of Virginia. It

is situated at the head of a broad and beautiful

court, extending northward from the main street,

in front of the City Hotel. The palace was con-

structed of brick. The center building was acci-

dentally destroyed by fire, while occupied by the

French troops immediately after the surrender of

Cornwallis at Yorktown. It was seventy-four feet long and sixty-eight feet wide, and oc-

cupied the site of the old palace of Governor Spottswood, at the beginning of the eighteenlh

century. Attached to the palace were three hundred and sixty acres of land, beautifully

laid out in gardens, parks, carriage-ways, and a bowling-

green. Dunmore imported some fine linden-trees from

Scotland, one of which, still in existence, is one of the

finest specimens of that tree I have ever seen. In

vice-regal pomp and pageantry Dunmore attempted to

reign among the plain republicans of Virginia ; but

his day of grandeur and power soon passed away, and

the sun of his official glory set amid darkest clouds. All

that remains of this spacious edifice are the two wings

seen in the engraving above ; the one on the right was

the office, the one on the left Avas the guard-house.

A little eastward of Palace Street or Court, is the

public square, on which area are two relics of the olden

time, Brenton Chtirch, a cruciform structure with a

steeple,^ and the old Magazine, an octagon building, erected during the administra-

tion of Governor Soottswood.a The sides of the latter are each twelve feet in hori-

Bbenton Church.

' Norborne Berkeley (Baron de Botetourt) obtained his peerage in 1764. He was appointed Governor

of Virginia in July, I7fi8, to succeed General Amherst. He arrived at Williamsburg in October, and was

received with every demonstration of respect. After taking the oath of office, and swearing in the mem-
bers of his majesty's council, he supped with the government dignitaries at the Raleigh Tavern. The city

was illuminated during the evening, and balls and festivities succeeded.* His administration was mild and

judicious. He died at Williamsburg October 1.5, 1770, and was succeeded by John Murray, earl of Dun-

more. The following year the Assembly resolved to erect a statue to his memory, which was accordingly

done in 1774.
^ This church was built at about the commencement of the last century, and was the finest one in Amer-

ica at that time. Hugh Jones, who wrote " The present State of Virginia,'" &c., and who was one of the

earliest lecturers in that church, speaks of it as " nicely regular and convenient, and adorned as the best

churches in London." I was informed that the pew of Governor Spottswood remained in the church in

its original character until within a few years. It was raised from the floor and covered with a canopy,

and upon the interior was his name in gilt letters.

* In an ode sung on the occasion, the following air,

first independent paper published in Virginia.

Air.

He comes ! His Excellencv comes,

To cheer Virginia's plains !

Fill your brisk bowls, ye loyal sons,

And sing your loftiest strains.

Be this your glory, this your boast.

Lord Botetourt's the favorite toast!

Triumphant wreaths entwine.

Fill your bumpers swiftly round,

And make your spacious rooms rebound
With music, joy, and wine.

recitative, and duet occur. It is copied from the " Virginia Gazette." the

Recitative.

Search every garden, strip the shrubby bowers.

And strew his path with sweet autumnal flowers I

Ye virgins, haste, prepare the fragrant rose.

And with triumphant laurels crown his brows.

Duet.

Enter virgins with flowers, laurels, SfC.

See, we've stripp'd each flowery bed
;

Here's laurels for his lordly head;
And while Virginia is his care.

May he protect the virtuous fair!
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The Old Magazine. ^

The Old Capitol.'

zuiital extent. Surrounding it, also in octagon form, is a massive brick wall, which was
constructed when the building was erected.

This M'all is somewhat dilapidated, as seen

in the engraving. The building was oc-

cupied as a Baptist meeting-house when I

visited Williamsburg, and I trust it may
never fall before the hand of improvement,

for it has an historical value in the minds

of all Americans. The events which hal-

low it will be noticed presently.

On the square fronting the magazine is

the court-house. It stands upon the site

of the old capitol, in which occurred many
interesting events connected with the his-

tory of our War for Independence. The
present structure was erected over the ashes of the old one, which was burned in 1832
Around it are a few of the old bricks, half buried in the green sward, and these compose

the only remains of the Old Capitol.'^ While leaning against ^ ^-

the ancient wall of the old magazine, and, in the shadow of

its roof, contemplating the events which cluster that locality

with glorious associations, I almost lost cognizance of the

present, and beheld in reverie the whole pageantry of the

past march in review. Here let us consult the oracle of

history, and note its teachings.

At the close of the last chapter we considered the destruc-

tion of Jamestown, the termination of " Bacon's rebellion,"

and the departure and death of Govex'nor Berkeley. To
make the events connected with the opening scenes of the Revolution in Virginia intelligi-

ble, we will briefly note the most prominent links in the chain of circumstances subsequent

to the desolation of the ancient capital.

We have noticed the unrighteous gift of Charles the Second, of the fairest portions of

' This view is from the square, looking southeast. South of it is a neat frame building, which was oc-

cupied bj' President Tyler before his election to the office of Vice-president of the United States.

^ Jones describes the capitol which preceded the one in question, and which was destroyed by fire in

1746. He says, "Fronting the college [William and JNIary], at near its whole breadth, is extended a

street, mathematically .straight—for the first design of the town's form is changed to a much better*—just

three quarters of a mile in length, at the other end of which stands the capitol, a noble, beautiful, and com-

modious pile as any of its kind, built at the cost of the late queen [Anne], and by direction of the governor"

[Spottswood] "The building is in the form of an H, nearly; the secretary's oflfice and

the general court taking up one side below stairs, the middle being a handsome portico, leading to the clerk

of the Assembly's office and the House of Burgesses on the other side
;
which last is not unlike the House

of Commons. In each wing is a good stair-case, one leading to the council-chamber, where the governor

and council sit in very great state, in imitation of the king and council, or the lord chancellor and House
of Lords The whole is surrounded with a neat area, encompassed with a good wall, and near

it is a strong and sweet prison for criminals ; and, on the other side of the open court, another for debtors."

On account of other public buildings having been burned, the use of fire, candles, and tobacco in the capi-

tol was forbidden ; nevertheless, it was destroj-ed by fire.

^ This is from an engraving in Howe"s Historical Collections of Virginia, page 329. Mr. Howe obtained

the drawing from a lady of Williamsburg, to whose patriotic taste our countrj'men are indebted for a rep-

resentation of the edifice which was the focus of rebellion in Virginia.

* The original plan of Williamsburg was in the form of a cipher, made of the letters W and M, the initials of William and

Mary. Its site was known as the Middle Planlation while Jamestown was the capital. Situated upon a ridge nearly equidis-

tant from the York and James Rivers, it was an eligible place for a town, and there Governor Nicholson established the capital

in 1698. It was the residence of the royal governors, and the capital of the colony, until the War of the Revolution, and was,

from that circumstance, the center of Virginia refinement. Yet, in its palmiest days, the population of Williamsburg did not

exceed twenty-five hundred. Many of its present inhabitants are descendants of the old stock of Virginia aristocracy ; and an

eminent seat of learning being located there, no place South is more distinguished for taste and refinement than Williamsburs,

in proportion to its population.
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Virginia to his tAvo favorites, Arlington and Culpepper. » Two years after this
_^

grant, Culpepper, who possessed the Avhole domain between the Ptappahannock and

Potomac Rivers, was appointed governor for life. He was proclaimed soon after the de-

parture of Berkeley. Virginia was thus changed into a proprietary government, like Mary-

land and Pennsylvania. Culpepper came to Virginia in 16S0, and was more intent upon

enriching himself than advancing the prosperity of the colonists. He was speedily impover-

ishing Virginia, when the grant Avas recalled. iJ He was deprived of his office, and°
. . .

b 1684.

the province again became a royal demesne. Arlington had already assigned his

rights to Culpepper. The name of the latter is ignoble in the annals of that colony, yet it

i? perpetuated by the name of a county given in his honor, a distinction awarded generally

to men Avhose actions AA'ere praiseworthy.

Lord Howard, of Effingham, Avho succeeded Culpepper as governor, Avas not more popu-

lar ; for he, too, Avas governed by avaricious motives, and practiced meaner acts to accom-

plish his purposes of gain than his predecessor. Desiring to please his royal master, he put

all penal laws in full force, particularly those against printing and the restrictions of the

Navigation Act. The bigot, James the Second, the successor of Charles, continued Effing-

ham in office ; but Avhen that monarch was driven from the throne,^ the governor

returned to England. William the Third reappointed him, but with the stipulation

that he should remain in England, and a deputy should exercise his functions in Virginia.

His deputy was Francis Nicholson, a man of genius and taste, Avho came to Virginia in

1690. Two years afterAvard, Sir Edmund Andross, the infamous tool of James the Second,

Avas made governor, and succeeded Nicholson. He administered the government badly until

1698, when he Avas recalled, and Nicholson Avas reinstated. On the return of that officer

to Virginia, he moA^ed the seat of government to the Middle Plantations, and Williamsburg

Avas thenceforth the capital of the province for eighty years.

Governor Nicholson, who Avas a bold and ambitious maji, conceived a scheme for uniting

all the Anglo-American colonies. His plan was similar in its intended results to that of

Andross, attempted twelve years before, when James issued a decree for uniting the New
England colonies. Nicholson's ostensible object was the mutual defense of all the colonies

against the encroachments of the French on the north, and the Indians made hostile by them

along the frontiers. He submitted his plan to the king, A\'ho heartily approved of it, and

recommended the measure to the colonial assemblies. Virginia refused to listen to any such

scheme, and Nicholson's ambitious dream Avas dissolved in a moment. Greatly chagrined,

he villified the Virginians ; impressed William and Mary with an idea that they were dis-

loyal ; and represented to the ministers of Queen Anne^ that they were " imbued

Avith republican notions and principles, such as ought to be corrected and lowered in

time." He memorialized the queen to reduce all the American colonies under a viceroy,

and establish a standing army among them, to be maintained at their own expense, declaring

" that those Avrong, pernicious notions Avere improving daily, not only in Virginia, but in all

her majesty's other governments." Anne and her ministers did not approve of his

scheme, and the Virginians becoming restive under his administration, he Avas recalled.

e

The Earl of Orkney succeeded Nicholson as goA'^ernor, but exercised the functions of the

office through deputies. He enjoyed the sinecure for thirty-six years. His first deputies

Avere Mott and Jennings ; the first remaining in office one year, and the other four years.

In 1710, Jennings was succeeded by Sir Alexander Spottswood,' one of the most acceptable

' In 1757, a son of Colonel Spottswood, who was with a company scouting for Indians on the frontier,

wandered IVom his companions, and was lost. His remains were found near Fort Duquesne. An elegaie

poem, founded on the circumstances, was published in Martinis Miscellany, in London. The writer assumes
that he was killed by the Indians, and says,

" Courageous youth ! were now thine honor'd sire " May Forbes yet live the cruel debt to pay,

To breathe again, and rouse his wonted fire, And wash the blood of Braddock's field away

;

Nor French nor Shawnee durst his rage provoke, Then fair Ohio's blushing waves may tell

From great Potomac's spring to Roanoke." How Briton's fought, and how each hero fell."*

* See page 478.



472 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Character of Spottswood. Conflicting Claims of the French and English. Injustice toward the Indians. The Ohio Company.

governors Virginia ever had. He was liberal-minded and generous, and at once reversed

the usual practice of royal governors, by making his private interest, if necessary, subservi-

ent to the public good.' He promoted internal improvements, set an example of elegant

hospitality, encouraged learning, revered religion, and if he had been the royal representa-

tive when the eloquence of Henry aroused every generous heart in the Old Dominion, he

would doubtless have been among the boldest rebels of the day. From the close of his ad-

ministration in 1722, until the commencement of difficulties with the French and Indians,

more than twenty years afterward, Virginia continued to increase in wealth, and general

happiness and prosperity prevailed within its borders.

°

We have already considered the most important events connected with the French em-

pire in America which occurred along our northern frontier, and alluded to the fact that,

in the ambitious scheme for gaining the mastery of this continent, the French made strenu-

ous efforts to form a continuous chain of military works from the northern lakes to the Gulf

of Mexico. Upon widely different grounds did the French and English base their claims

to the possession of the territory west of the Alleghany Mountains. The former claimed

a right to the soil because of prior actual occupation ; the latter claimed the domain as

their own on account of the discovery of the Atlantic coast by the Cabots, before the French

had made any settlements. The Pacific coast was considered as the western boundary.

Upon the principle of settling claims by drawing a line interiorly at right angles from the

coast discovered, the French, from their undisputed province of Acadia, might have claimed

almost the whole of New England, and one half of New York, with all the lakes. It was

a difficult question, while the argument rested upon a foundation of unrighteousness.'

The French had long occupied Detroit. They had explored the Mississippi Valley,

formed settlements at Kaskaskias and Vincennes (the former now in the southern portion of

Illinois, and the latter in the south part of Indiana), and along the northern border of the

Gulf of Mexico, when the dispute arose. To vindicate their claims to the country they had ex-

plored, they commenced building forts. These the English viewed with jealousy, and determ-

ined to contravene the evident attempts to supersede them in the empire of the New World.

In 1749, a royal grant of si.x hundred thousand acres of land on the Ohio River was

made to a number of English merchants and Virginia planters, who, under the name of

Tlic Ohio Comiiany, had associated for the ostensible purpose of trade. The British min-

istry, anticipating early hostility with France, had also sent out orders to the governor of

Virginia to build two forts near the Ohio Ptiver, for the purpose of securing possession. But

the order came too late ; already the French were planting fortifications in that direction.

The establishment of this trading company was the first positive intimation which the French

had received of the intention of the English to vindicate their claims. They regarded the

movement as the incipient steps toward a destruction of their western trade with the In-

' I have in my possession a document, signed by Spottswood, to which is attached the great seal of Vir-

ginia, a huge disk of beeswax, four and a half inches in diameter, on one side of which is impressed the

English arms, and on the other a figure of Britannia, holding a scepter in one hand and a globe in the

other, and receiving the obeisance of an Indian queen, who, bowed upon one knee, is presenting a bunch
of the tobacco plant to her.

'^ In the early part of his administration, Governor Spottswood led, in person, an expedition over the Blue

Ridge, beyond which no white man's foot had yet trodden in that direction, and obtained glimpses of those

glorious valleys which stretch away along the tributaries of the mighty Mississippi. In commemoration
of this event. King George the First conferred upon him the honor of knighthood, and in allusion to the

fact that he commanded a troop of mounted men on the occasion, he was presented with a silver miniature

horseshoe, on which was inscribed the motto. Sic jv.rct transccndere montes, " Thus he swears to cross

the mountains."
^ In these discussions the natives, the original proprietors of the soil, were not considered. The intruding

Europeans assumed sovereignty and possession without ever pretending to have purchased a rood of the

soil from the aboriginal owners. It is related that when Mr. Gist went into the Ohio Valley on a tour of ob-

servation for the Ohio Company, a messenger was sent by two Indian sachems to inquire, '"Where is the

Indian's land ? The English claim it all on one side of the river, the French on the other; where does the

Indian's land lay." The true answer to that question would have been, "Every where," and the intruders

should have withdrawn from the soil and closed their lips in .shame.
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dians, and to break their communication between New France or Canada, and Louisiana.

With such impressions they resolved on defensive measures—aggressive ones too, if neces-

sary. A pretense was not long wanting. While some English traders Were enoaoed in

their vocation near the present site of Pittsburgh, they were seized by some French and In-

dians, and conveyed to Presque Isle, now the town of Erie, on the lake of that name. The
object was to learn from them the designs of the English in Virginia. In retaliation for

this outrage, the Twightwees,' a body of Indians friendly to the English, seized some French
traders, and sent them to Pennsylvania. Bitter animosity vv'as now engendered, and it was
intensified by those national and religious feuds which had so long made the English and
French inimical to each other. Finally, the French began the erection efforts on the south
side of Lake Erie, sending troops across the lakes with munitions of war, and forwardino-

bodies of armed men from New Orleans. One fort was built at Presque Isle (now Erie)
;

another at Le Boeuf (now Waterford), on the head waters of the Venango (now French
Creelr), and a third at Venango (now Franklin, the capital of Venango county, Pennsyl-
vania, at the junction of French Creek with the Alleghany). The Oldo Company com-
plained, and Ptobert Dinwiddle,^ the lieutenant governor of Virginia, M'ithin whose jurisdic-

tion the offensive movement occurred, felt called upon to send a formal remonstrance to the

French commandant, M. De St. Pierre, and demand a withdrawal of his troops. The mis-

sion was an exceedingly delicate one, and demanded the exercise of great courage, discre-

tion, and judgment. George Washington, then a young man of twenty-one, was chosen,

from among the hundreds of the Virginia aristocracy, to execute this commission of trust.

At the age of nineteen he had received the appointment of adjutant general of one of the

four military districts of Virginia, with the rank of major. The appointment was as credit-

able to the sagacity of Dinwiddle as it was flattering to the young officer.

On the 3 1st of October, 1753, Major Washington, bearing a letter from Dinwiddle to

the French commandant of the Western posts, left Williamsburg. At Fredericksburg he
engaged Jacob Vanbraam, a Dutchman, to accompany him as French interpreter, and John
Davidson as Indian interpreter, and then turned his face toward the wilderness. Before
him was a journey of more than five hundred miles. At the junctiq,n of Will's Creek
with the Potomac (now Cumberland, in Maryland), fourteen days journey from Williams-
burg, he was joined by Mr. Gist (mentioned in a note on page 472) and four other ^^^^ 14

men, two of them Indian traders. a This point, at the mouth of Will's Creek on i'^^^-

the Potomac, was on the verge of civilization, and near the lofty Alleghanies, then covered
with snow. Over these the little party pushed their way, enduring every hardship incident

to a dreary wilderness and the rigors of winter. The streams in the valleys were swollei.,

and upon frail rafts the travelers crossed them ; or, when occasion demanded, they entered

the chilling flood, and, by wading or swimming, accomplished a passage. At length they
reached the forks of the Ohio,b at the present site of Pittsburgh, and, after resting

part of a day, they hastened onward twenty miles down the river, to Logstown (now
in Beaver county), accompanied by Shingias, a chief sachem of the Delawares.
There Washington called the surrounding Indian chiefs together in council, c made

' According to Mr. Gist, who visited them in 1751, the Twightwees, or Tuigtuis, as the French wrote
it, were a very numerous people, composed of many tribes. At that time they were in amity with the Six
Nations, and were considered the most powerful body of Indians westward of the English settlements.
While they resided on the Wabash, they were in the interests of the French, but left them, came eastward,
and joined the fortunes of the English. Some assert that the Twightwees and the Ottawas were the same,
originally.

^ This is called Beef River on Bouquet's map.
* The first successor of Spottswood in the chair of administration was Hugh Drysdale, in 1722, who was

succeeded by William Gooch in 1727. In 1749, Thomas Lee, president of the council, was acting govern-
or, and, in 1750, Lewis Burwell held the same responsible office. Robert Dinwiddle was appointed lieu-

tenant governor in 1752. He administered the otrioe for six years, and was succeeded by Francis Fauquier.
Ten years later (1768), Lord Botetourt was appointed, and from the period of his death until the arrival
ol Lord Dnnmore, the last of the royal governors, William Nelson, father of one of the signers of the Dec-
laration of Independence, was acting governor.
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known to them the objects of his visit, and solicited a guide to conduct him to the French
encampment, one hundred and twenty miles distant. The request was complied with, and

Tanacharison' (Half King), with two other chiefs,' and a bold hunter, accompanied Wash-
ington and his little band. After suffering terrible hardships, they reached the French
camp. At Venango, a French outpost, attempts were made to detain the Indians, though

«Dhc. 5, Joneaire, the commandant, received Washington with civility.^ The head-quar-
i7o3. |.gj.g Q^ ^Y^Q French were higher up the stream, at Fort Le Boeuf, and there the

Virginia commissioner was received with great politeness by M. De St. Pierre. t>

b Doc. 12.
^ 1 J

After a perilous journey of forty-one days, Washington had reached his destination.

St. Pierre was an elderly man, a knight of the order of St. Louis. He entertained Wash-
ington and his party for four days with cordial hospitality, and then delivered to him a sealed

reply to Governor Dinwiddie's letter.^ In the mean while, Washington and his attendants

made full observations respecting the fort and garrison, construction of the works, numbers

of cannon, &c. ; information of much value. After a journey marked by more perils and

hardships than the first,* a large portion of which Major Washington and Mr. Gist per-

c Jan. 16, formed alone and on foot, the former reached Williamsburg, c having been absent
•'^'^- eleven weeks.

^

Dinwiddie was greatly incensed when he opened the letter of St. Pierre. That officer,

writing like a soldier, said it did not belong to him as a subaltern to discuss treaties ; that

such a message as Washington bore should have been sent to the Mai-quis Duquesne, gov-

ernor of Canada, by whose instructions he acted, and whose orders he should obey ; and

that the summons to retire could not be complied with. There could be no longer a doubt

of the hostile designs of the French.^ Governor Dinwiddie called his council together, and,

without waiting for the Burgesses to convene, took measures for the expulsion of their troub-

lesome neighbors from Virginia soil. The council advised the enlistnaent of two companies,

of one hundred men each, for the service ; and the Ohio Company sent out a party of thirty

men to erect a fort at the confluence of the Alleghany and Monongahela Rivers (Pittsburgh),

a spot which Washington strongly recommended as most eligible, and to enlist men among

^ This chief was a bold and patriotic man. He warned both the English and the French to leave the

country. He had felt the encroachments of the French, by their taking actual possession of large tracts of

land ; but as yet he mistook the character of the English, and believed that they came simplv to trade with

his race. He and his brethren soon learned, by fearful experience, that the French and Eiiirlish were
equally governed by whatever policy was necessary for the aceomplishment of those acts of rapacity and

injustice which are sanctioned b}' the law of nations !
" Fathers," said Tanacharison to the French,

" The Great Being above allowed this land to be a place of residence for us, so I desire yon to withdraw,

as I have done our brothers the English
;

for 1 will keep )'ou at arm's length. I lay this down as a trial

for both, to see which vi-ill have the greatest regard to it, and that side we will stand by, and make equal

shares with us." The French treated him with contempt, and hence he was the friend of the English.
^ Jeskakake and White Thunder.
^ Dinwiddie, in his letter, asserted that the lands on the Ohio belonged to the Crown of Great Britain

;

expressed surprise at the encroachments of the French
;
demanded by whose authority an armed force had

crossed the lakes, and urged their speed)' departure.
• On one occasion, an Indian, supposed to have been induced by Joneaire, at Venango, attempted to shoot

them. On another occasion, after working a whole day in constructing a frail rait, they attempted lo cross

the swift current of the Alleghany, then filled with drifting ice. Their raft was destroyed among the ice,

and the travelers, drenched in the river, were cast upon a desert island, where they laid upon the snow all

night. In the morning the ice over the other channel was sufficiently strong to bear them. Thev crossed

over, and toward evening reached the house of Frazicr (who was a lieutenant under captain Trent the fol-

lowing May), near the spot where a year and a half afterward was fought the battle of the Monongahela.

The island on which they were cast now bears the name of Washington's Island. It is directly opposite

the United States Arsenal, at Lawrenceville, two or three miles above Pittsburgh.

* See Washington's Journal. This jotntial was published in the newspapers here, and also in England

and France, where it excited great attention.

® Washington says in his Journal, in reference to the imprudence of Joneaire and his partv, on account

of too free indulgence in wine :

'' They told me that it was their absolute design to take possession of

the Ohio, and by God they would do it ; for that, although they were sensible the English could raise two

men to their one, yet they knew their motions were too slow and dilatory to prevent any undertaking of

theirs."
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the traders on the frontier. The command of the two companies was given to Major
Washington, one of which was to be raised by himself; the other by Captain Trent, who
was to collect his men among the traders in the back settlements. Washington proceeded

to Alexandria, while Trent went to the frontier and collected his corps in the neighborhood

of the Ohio Fork.

When the Virginia Assembly met, they voted ten thousand pounds toward supporting

the expedition to the Ohio. The Carolinas also voted twelve thousand pounds. With
this aid, and promises of more, Dinwiddle determined to increase the number of men to be

sent to the Ohio to three hundred, to be divided into six companies. Colonel Joshua Fry'

was appointed to the command of the whole, and Major Washington was made his lieu-

tenant. Ten cannons and other munitions of war were sent to Alexandria for the use of

the expedition.

Washington left Alexandria, with two companies of troops, on the 2d of April,

a

and arrived at Will's Creek on the 20th. He was joined on the route by Captain ' ' '

Adam Stephen, the general M'ho was cashiered after the battle at Germanlown, twenty-

three years subsequently. When about to move on. Ensign Ward arrived with the intel-

ligence that Captain Trent's corps, with those sent out by the Ohio Company to construct

a fort at the Ohio Fork (now Pittsburgh), had been obliged to surrender the post to a French
force of one thousand men, most of them Indians, under Monsieur Contrecoeur.'^b

This was the first overt act of hostility—this was the beginning of the French and
^"

Indian war, vi'hich lasted seven years. The French completed the fort taken from Trent,

and called it Duquesne, in honor of the governor general of Canada.
Washington pushed forward with one hundred and fifty men.c to attempt to re- c May 1,

trieve this loss, confident that a larger force than his own, under Colonel Fry, would ^^^*-

speedily follow. He marched for the junction of the Red Stone Creek and Monongahela
River, thirty-seven miles from Fort Duquesne, where he intended to fortify himself, and M'ait

for the arrival of Colonel Fry, with artillery. On the way, he received intelligence from
Half Kingd that a French force was then marching to attack the English, wher-

ever they might be found. Washington was now a few miles beyond the Great
^^~^'

Meadows, an eligible place for a camp, and thither he returned and threw up an intrench-

rnent, which he called Fort Necessity, from the circumstances under which it was erected.

On the 27th, he received another message from Half King, informing him that he had dis-

covered the hiding-place of a French detachment of fifty men. With a few Indians, and
forty chosen troops, Washington proceeded to attack them. They were found in a well-

sheltered place among rocks, and, assaulting them by surprise, he defeated them after a severe

skirmish of ten minutes. Ten of the Frenchmen were killed (among whom was M. De
Jumonville, the commander), one wounded, and twenty-one made prisoners. Washington
had only one man killed, and two or three wounded. The prisoners were conducted to

Fort Necessity, and from thence sent over the mountains into Eastern Virginia.^

' Joshua Fry was a native of Somersetshire, England, and was educated at Oxford. He was at one
time professor of mathematics in William and Mary College, Williamsburg ; was subsequently a member
of the House of Burgesses, and served as a commissioner in running the boundary line between Virginia and
North Carolina. With Peter Jefferson, he made a map of Virginia, and by these employments became well
acquainted with the frontier regions. In 1752, he was one of the Virginia commis.sioners for making a
treaty with the Indians at Logstown. His integrity, experience, and knowledge of the Indian character
qualified him to command the expedition against the French in 1754. He died at Will's Creek, while on
his way to the Ohio, on the 31.st of May, 1754.

^ Ensign Ward was in command of the post when the enemy approached, Captain Trent being then at
Will's Creek, and Lieutenant Frazier at his residence, ten miles distant. The whole number of men under
Ward was only forty-one.

^ The French made a great clamor about this skirmish, declaring that Jumonville was the bearer of dis-

patches
;
and French writers unjustly vilified the character of Washington, by representing the affair as a

massacre. Cotemporary evidence clearly indicates that Jumonville's embassy was a hostile, not a peaceful
one

;
and, as ContreccEur had commenced hostilities by capturing the fort at the Ohio Fork, Washington

was justified in his conduct by the rules of war
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Two days after Washington wrote his dispatch to Colonel Fry, communicating the facts

respecting the attack on the French, that officer died at Will's Creek. a His troops,

intended to rc-enforce Washington, were sent forward, and swelled his little army to

four hundred men. On the death of Fry, the chief command of the expedition devolved

upon Washington, and with his inadequate force he proceeded to attack Fort Duquesne.

He held a council of war at Gist's plantation, where information was received that the

French at Duquesne were re-enforced, and were preparing to march against the English.

Captain Mackay, with his South Carolina company, and Captains Lewis and Poison, with

their detachments, were summoned to rendezvous at Gist's plantation, where another council

was held, and a retreat was resolved upon. The intrenchments thrown up at Gist's were

abandoned, and, with their ammunition and stores, the whole party reached Fort Necessity

on the first of July. b There, on account of great fatigue, and suffering from hunger,

they halted, and commenced the construction of a ditch and abatis, and strengthened

the stockades.'

On the third of July, a French force under M. De Villiers, Junionville's brother, reported

to be nine hundred strong, approached to the attack of Fort Necessity. It was about eleven

o'clock when they came within six hundred yards of the outworks, and began an ineffectual

fire. Colonel Washington had drawn up his little band outside the trenches, and ordered

his men to reserve their fire until the enemy were near enough to do execution. But the

French were not inclined to leave the woods and make an assault upon the works. At
sunrise, rain had begun to fall, and toward noon it came down in torrents, accompanied by

vivid lightning. The trenches into which Colonel Washington ordered his men were filled

with water, and the arms of the provincials were seriously injured. A desultory fire was

kept up the whole day by both parties, without any decisive result, when De Villiers sent

proposals to capitulate. Washington at first declined, but on consultation with his officers,

and being assured there was no chance of victory over such overwhelming numbers, he con-

sented, and highly honorable terms were conceded. The English were allowed to march

out of the fort with all the honors of war, retaining their baggage, and every thing except

their artillery, and to return to Will's Creek unmolested. Washington agreed to restore

the prisoners taken at the skirmish with Jumonville," and that the English should not at-

tempt to erect any establishment beyond the mountains for the space of one year. On their

march from the fort, a party of one hundred Indians, who came to re-enforce the French,

surrounded them, and menaced them with death. They plundered their baggage, and com.

mitted other mischief.

The provincials finally arrived at Will's Creek, and Washington, with Captain Mackay,

proceeded to Williamsburg, where the former communicated to Dinwiddie, in person, the

events of the campaign.' The House of Burgesses of Virginia approved generally of the

conduct of the campaign, and passed a vote of thanks to Washington and his officers.* The

' The Great Meadows, whei-e Fort Necessity was built, is a level bottom, cleft by a small creek. Around
it are hills of a moderate height and gradual ascent. The bottom is about two hundred and fifty yards

wide where the fort was erected. It was a point well chosen, being about one hundred yards from the

upland or wooded grounds on one side, and about a hundred and fifty on the other. The creek afibnled

water for the fort. On the side nearest the wood were three entrances, protected by short breast-works

or bastions. The site of this fort is three or four hundred yards south of what is now called the National

Road, four miles from the foot of Laurel Hill, and fifty miles from Cumberland, at Will's Creek. When
Mr. Sparks visited the site in 1830, the lines of the fort were very visible.—See Sparks's Writings of Wash-
ington, ii., 457.

^ This part of the capitulation the governor refused to ratify, because the French, after the surrender,

took eight Englishmen prisoners, and sent them to Canada. Vanbraam and Stobo, whom Washington left

with De Villiers, as hostages for the fulfillment of the conditions of the capitulation, were sent to Canada.

The prisoners on both sides were finally released.

^ It was during this campaign that the colonial convention was held at Albany, noticed on pages 302 and

303, vol. i., of this work, where a plan for a political union of all the colonies, similar in some of its features

to that proposed by Governor Nicholson fifty years before, Vi'as submitted.
* All the officers were named in the resolution of thanks, except those of the major of the regiment, who

was charged with cowardice, and Captain Vanbraam, who was believed to have acted a treacherous part
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exact loss of the provincials in this engagement is not known. There were twelve killed,

and forty-three wounded, of the Virginia regiment ; the number of killed and wounded be-

longing to Captain Mackay's Carolinians is not recorded. The number of provincials in

the fort -was about four hundred ; the assailants were nearly one thousand strong, five hund-

red of whom were Frenchmen. The loss of the latter was supposed to be more than that

of the former.

When the British ministry called the attention of the French court to the transactions

in America, the latter expressed the most pacific intentions and promises for the futui-e,

while its actions were in direct opposition to its professions. The English, therefore, re-

solved to send to America a sufficient force to co-operate with the provincial troops in driving

the French back to Canada. On the twentieth of February, 1755, General Braddock ar-

rived at Alexandria, in Virginia, with two regiments of the British army from Ireland, each

consisting of five hundred men, with a suitable train of artillery, and with stores and provi-

sions. His colonels were Dunbar and Sir Peter Halket. At a meeting of colonial govern-

ors,' first called at Annapolis, and afterward convened at Alexandria, three expeditions were

planned, one against Fort Duquesne, under Braddock ; a second against Niagara and Fronte-

nac (Kingston, U. C), under General William Shirley ; and a third against Crown Point,

under General William Johnson. The last two expeditions have been fully considered in the

first volume of this work.

General Braddock, with the force destined to act against Fort Duquesne, left Alexandria

on the twentieth of April, and, marching by the way of Winchester, reached Will's Creek

about the tenth of May. Here a fortification was thrown up, and named Fort Cumber-

land. Washington had left the service on account of a regulation by which the colonial

officers were made to rank under those of the regular army, but being earnestly urged by

General Braddock to accompany him, he consented to do so in the character of aid, and as

a volunteer. The great delay in procuring wagons for transporting the baggage and stores,

and in furnishing other supplies, gave the French an opportunity to arouse the India-is, and

prepare for a vigorous defense.

On numbering his troops at Will's Creek, Braddock ascertained that his force consisted

of a little more than two thousand ef-

fective men, about one half of whom
belonged to the royal regiments. The
remainder were furnished by the col-

onies, among whom were portions of

two independent companies, contrib-

uted by New York, under Captain Horatio Gates, unto whom Burgoyne surrendered twenty-

two years later. Braddock separated his army into two divisions. The advanced division,

consisting of over twelve hundred men, he led in person ; the other was intrusted to the

command of Colonel Dunbar, who, by slower marches, was to remain in the rear. Braddock

reached the junction of the Youghiogheny and Monongahela Rivers, within fifteen miles of

Fort Duquesne, on the eighth of July, where he was joined by Colonel Washington, who
had just recovered from an attack of fever.

On the morning of the ninth, a the whole army crossed the Monongahela, and march-

ing five miles along its southwestern banks, on account of rugged hills on the other

side, they again crossed to the northeastern shore, and proceeded directly toward Fort Du-
quesne. Lieutenant Colonel Gage, afterward the commander of the British forces at Bos-

ton when besieged by the Americans under Washington, led the advanced guard of three

in falsely interpreting the terms of capitulation, which were written in French, by which Washington was
made to acknowledge that Jumonville was assassinated. A pistole (about three dollars and sixty cents)

was given as a gratuity to each soldier engaged in the campaign.
' Six colonial governors assembled on this occasion, namely : Shirley, of Massachusetts ; Dinwiddie, of

Virginia
;
James Delancj', of New York ; Sharpe, of Maryland : Morris, of Pennsylvania ; and Dobbs, of

North Carolina. Admiral Keppel, then in command of his majesty's fleet in America, was also present.
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hundred men in the order of march. Contrecoeur, the commandant of Fort Duquesne, had

been early informed of the approach of Braddock, and his Indian scouts were out in every

direction. He had doubts of his ability to maintain the fort against the English, and con-

templated an abandonment, when Captain De Beaujeu proposed to head a detachment of

French and Indians, and meet them while on their march. The proposition was agreed to,

and on the morning of the ninth of July, =» at the moment when the English first cross-

ed the Monongahela, the French and Indians took up their line of march, intending to

make the attack at the second crossing of the river. Arriving too late, they posted them-

selves in the woods and ravines, on the line of march toward the fort.

It was one o'clock, and the sun was pouring its rays down fiercely, when the rear of the

British army reached the north side of the Monongahela. A level plain extended from the

river to a gentle hill, nearly half a mile northward. This hill terminated in higher eleva-

tions thickly covered with woods, and furrowed by narrow ravines.' Next to Gage, with

his advanced party, was another division of two hundred men, and then came Braddock

with the column of artillery and the main body of the army. Just as Gage was ascending

the slope and approaching a dense wood, a heavy volley of musketry poured a deadly storm

into his ranks. No adversary was to be seen. It was the first intimation that the enemy

was near, and the firing seemed to proceed from an invisible foe. The British fired in re-

turn, but at random, while the concealed enemy, from behind trees, and rocks, and thick

bushes, kept up rapid and destructive volleys. Beaujeu, the commander of the French and

Indians, M'as killed at the first return fire, and M. Dumas took his place. Braddock ad-

vanced with all possible s])eed to the relief of the advanced guard ; but so great was their

panic, that they fell back in confusion upon the artillery and other columns of the army, and

communicated their panic to the whole. The general tried in vain to rally his troops.

Himself and officers were in the thickest of the fight, and exhibited indomitable courage.

Washington ventured to suggest the propriety of adopting the Indian mode of skulking, and

each man firing for himself, without orders ; but Braddock would listen to no suggestions so

contrary to military tactics." For three hours he endeavored to form his men into regular

columns and platoons, as if in battle w^ilh European troops upon a broad plain, while the

concealed enemy, with sure aim, was slaying his brave soldiers by scores. Harassed on

every side, the British huddled together in great confusion, fired irregularly, and in several

instances shot down their own officers without perceptibly injuring their enemies. The
Virginians under Washington, contrary to orders, now adopted the provincial mode of fight-

ing, and did more execution than all the rest of the troops. The carnage was dreadful.

More than half of Braddock's whole army, which made such a beautififl picture in the eyes

of Washington in the morning,^ were killed and wounded. General Braddock received a

wound which disabled him, and terminated his life three days afterward.'' Through the

' Mr. Sparks visited this battle-field in 1830. He says the hill up which Gage and his detachment were
marching is little more than an inclined plain of about three degrees. Down this slope extended two ra-

vines, beginning near together, at about one hundred and fifty yards from the bottom of the hill, and pro-

ceeding in different directions, until they terminated in the valley below. In these ravines the enemy were
concealed and protected. In 1830, they were from eight to ten feet deep, and capable of holding a thou-

sand men. It was between these ravines that the British army was slaughtered.—See Sparks's Washing-

ton, ii., 474. Although nearly one hundred years have elapsed since the battle, srape-shot and bullets are

now sometimes cut out of the trees, or, with buttons and other metallic portions of military equipage, are

turned up by the plowmen.
^ It was on this occasion that the haughty and petulant Braddock is said to have remarked contemptu-

ously, " What, a Virginia colonel teach a British general how to fight !"'
It is proper to remark that this

anecdote rests upon apocryphal authority.

^ Washington was often heard to say, during his lifetime, that the most beautiful spectacle he had ever

beheld was the display of the British troops on that morning. Every man was neatly dressed in full uni-

form : the soldiers were arranrred in columns, and marched in exact order ; the sun gleamed from the bur-

nished arms ;
the river flowed tranquilly on their right, and the deep forest overshadowed them with solemn

grandeur on the left.— Sparks.
• General Braddock had five horses shot under him before he was mortally wounded himself. He was

conveyed first in a tumbril, then on horseback, and finally by his soldiers in their flight toward Fort Cum-
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stubbornness of that general, his contenipt of the Indians, and the cowardice of many of his

regular troops, an army thirteen hundred strong was half destroyed and utterly defeated

by about one half that number, a large portion of whom were Indians.' Every mounted

officer, except Washington, was slain before Braddock fell, and the whole duty of distrib-

uting orders devolved upon the youthful colonel, who was almost too weak from sickness to

be in the saddle when the action commenced.^

William Pitt entered the British ministry at the close of 1757, and one of his first acts

was the preparation of a plan for the campaign of 1758 against the French and Indians.

Lord Loudoun, who had been appointed to the chief com-

^ yif—^/^^^ mand of the troops in America,' was also appointed the suc-

( cessor of Dinwiddle, who left Virginia in January, 1758.
•--^ Loudoun's deputy, Francis Fauquier, a man greatly es-

teemed, performed the functions of governor. Pitt, in his arrangements, planned an expe-

dition against Fort Duquesne. Every thing was devised upon a just and liberal senile.

Brigadier-general Forbes'' was intrusted with the command of the expedition. The Vir-

ginian army was augmented to two thousand men. These were divided into two regi-

ments. The first was under Colonel Washington, who was likewise commander-in-chief

of the Virginia forces ; the second was under Colonel William Byrd, of Westover, mention-

ed on page 441. After much delay in the collecting of men and munitions, the Virginians

were ordered to Fort Cumberland, on the Potomac, at Will's Creek, to join the other por-

tions of the expedition. The illness of General Forbes detained him long in Philadelphia,

and, when able to move, his perversity of judgment placed many obstacles in the way of

lierland after the defeat. He was attended by Dr. James Craik.* He died on the night of the 15th, and

was buried in the road, to prevent his body being discovered by the Indians. Colonel Washington read the

impressive funeral service of the Episcopal Church over it, by torch-light. The place of his grave is a few

yards north of the pre.sent National Road, between the fifty-third and fifty-fourth mile from Cumberland, and

about a mile west of the site of Fort Necessity, at the Great Meadows. It is said that a man named Thomas
Faucett, who was among the soldiers under Braddock, shot his general. Fancett resided near Uniontown,

Fayette county, Penn.sylvania, toward the close of the last centur}', and never denied the accusation. He
excused his conduct by the plea that by destroying the general, who would not allow his men to fire from

behind trees, the remnant of the army was saved.

' In a letter to his mother, written at Fort Cumberland nine days after the battle, Washington said, after

mentioning the slaughter of the Virginia troops; "In short, the dastardly behavior of those they call regu-

lars exposed all others who were inclined to do their duty to almost certain death ; and at last, in despite

of all the efTorts of the officers to the contrary, they ran as sheep pursued by dogs, and it was impossible to

rally them." He used similar language in writing to Governor Dinwiddie.

^ Colonel Washin<^on had two horses shot under him, and four bullets passed through his coat.t Sec-

retary Shirley was shot through the head, Sir Peter Halket was instantly killed, and among the wounded
officers were Colonel Burton, Sir John St. Clair, Lieutenant Colonel Gage, Colonel Orme, Major Sparks,

and Brigade-major Halket. Five captains were killed, and five wounded; fifteen lieutenants killed, and

twentv-two wounded ; out of eighty-six officers, twent3'-six were killed, and thirty-seven wounded. The
killed and wounded of the privates amounted to seven hundred and fourteen. One half of them were sup-

posed to be killed, and these were stripped and scalped by the Indians. ^ See volume i., p. 110.
* John Forbes was a native of Petincenet, Fifeshire, Scotland, and was educated for a physician. He

entered the army in 1745. After serving as quarter-master general under the Duke of Cumberland, he

was appointed brigadier general, and sent to America. The remainder of his public career is recorded in

the text. The fort at Will's Creek he called Cumberland, in honor of his former commander, and the town
since built there retains its name.

* See page 241.

f Speaking of this in a letter to his brother, he remarked, " By the all-powerful dispensations of Providence, I have been pro

tected beyond all human probability or expectation ; for 1 had four bullets through my coat, and two horses shot under me,

and escaped unhurt, although death was leveling my companions on every side of me." Dr. Craik, the intimate friend of Wash-
ington through life, and who was in this battle, relates that fifteen years afterward, while traveling near the junction of the great

Kenhawa and Ohio Rivers in exploring wild lands, they were met by a party of Indians Vi'ith an interpreter, headed by a ven-

erable chief The old chief said he had come a long way to see Colonel Washington, for in the battle of the Monongahela, he

had singled him out as a conspicuous object, fired his rifle at him fifteen times, and directed his young warriors to do the same,

but not one could hit him. He was persuaded that the Great Spirit protected the young hero, and ceased firing at him. The
Rev. .Samuel Davii?s of Hanover (afterward president of Princeton College, New Jersey), when preaching to a volunteer com-

pany a month after the battle, said, in allusion to Colonel Washington, '• I can not but hope Providence has hitherto preserved

him in so signal a manner, for some important service to his country." Washington was never wounded in battle.

'
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success. Instead of following Braddock's road over the mountains, he insisted upon con-

structing a new one farther northward ; and in September, when it was known that not

more than eight hundred men were in garrison at Fort Duquesne, and the British might
have been successfully beleaguring the fortress if Washington's advice had been heeded,

General Forbes with six thousand men was yet east of the Alle-

ghanies I It was November when he reached the scene of action,

and then his provisions were nearly exhausted.

In the mean Avhile, Major Grant, of a Highland regiment, who had been ordered by Col-

onel Bouquet to march toward Fort Duquesne with about eight hundred men, and reconnoiter

the country, exceeded his instructions, and made an unsuccessful attempt to capture it.

a

a Sept. 21, The British were defeated with great loss, and both Major Grant and Major An-
nas, drew Lewis, of Washington's regiment (who commanded a rear guard), were made

prisoners, and sent to Montreal. The retreat of the survivors was effected by the skill and

energy of Captain Bullit, who, with fifty men, was left in charge of the baggage. The
total loss on that occasion was two hundred and seventy-eight killed, and forty-two wounded.'

The French, greatly inspirited by this event, determined to attack Colonel Bouquet at Loyal

Hanna,^ before General Forbes should arrive from Fort Bedford.^ A force under De Vetrie,

consisting of twelve hundred French and two hundred Indians, marched eastward, and on

the twelfth of October attacked Bouquet's camp. The battle lasted four hours, and the French

were repulsed with considerable loss. Colonel Bouquet lost sixty-seven men in killed and

wounded. The Indians, bitterly disappointed, left the French in great numbers, and went
out upon their hunting-grounds to secure a supply of food for the winter.

General Forbes arrived, toward the close of October, at Loyal Hanna, about half way be-

tween Fort Bedford and Fort Duquesne, where he called a council of war. The increasing

inclemency of the season and scarcity of provisions, made it appear inexpedient to attempt to

reach the fort, and they were about to abandon the expedition until Spring, when a knowl-

edge of the extreme weakness of the garrison at Fort Duquesne was communicated by some

prisoners who had been taken. Encouraged by this intelligence, the expedition moved on,

the regiment of Colonel Washington forming the advanced corps. When he was within a

days' march of Fort Duquesne, he was discovered by scouts. Fear magnified his numbers,

and the garrison " burned the fort, and ran away by the light of it at night, going down the

Ohio by water, to the number of about five hundred men, according to the best information."*

bNov. 25, The English took possession of its site the next day.^ The blackened chimneys
1758.

(jf thirty tenements stood in bold relief among the ruins. ^ The works were re-

paired, and the name of Pitt was given to the new fortress. After furnishing two hundred

men from his regiment to garrison Fort Pitt, Colonel Washington marched back to Win-
chester, from whence he soon proceeded to Williamsburg to take his seat in the House of

Burgesses, to which he had been elected a member by the county of Frederick, while he

was at Fort Cumberland. The French being expelled from the Ohio, and the fear of front-

ier troubles subsiding, Washington determined to yield to the demands of enfeebled health

and required attention to private afiliirs, and leave the army. At about the close of the year,

he resigned his commission as colonel of the first Virginia regiment and commander-in-chief

of all the troops raised in the colony.

°

' Marshall, i., 25.

^ Now Ligonier, Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, fifty miles west of Bedford.

^ This fort was on the site of the present village of Bedford, the capital of Bedford countj'.

'' Washington's letter to Governor Fauquier.
^ Dav's History of Western Pennsylvania, page 140.

* It was on the occasion of his visit to Williamsburg, at the close of this campaign, that a touching event

in the life of Washington is said to have occurred. He went into the gallery of the old Capitol when the

House of Burgesses were in session, to listen to the proceedings. As soon as he was perceived by Mr.

Speaker Robinson, that gentleman called the attention of the House to the young hero, and greatly compli-

mented him for his gallantry. Washington, who was naturally diffident, and never a fluent extemporaneous

speaker, was much confused. He arose to exoress his acknowledgments for the honor, but, blushing and
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Development of Washington's Military Character. Sir Frederick Philipse Robinson.

In this rapid sketch—this mere birds-eye view of the colonial history of Virginia, we
have seen the development of those principles which made that state so eminently repub-

lican and patriotic when the Revolution broke out ; and we have also seen the budding and

growth of the military genius and public esteem of him who led our armies through that

sanguinary conflict to victory and renown. We will now consider some of the events of

the war for Independence which distinguished the peninsula below Richmond, lying be-

tween the York and James Rivers.

stammering, he was unable to utter a word intelligibly. Mr. Robinson observed his embarrassment, and

with admirable tact relieved him. " Sit down, Mr. Washington," he said ;
"your modesty is equal to your

valor, and that surpasses the power of any language that I possess."

Mr. Robinson, the speaker of the House on this occasion, was the father of Colonel Beverly Robinson,

the distinguished Loyalist of New York during the Revolution, whose portrait is printed on page 141. The

last surviving son of Colonel Robinson, Sir Frederick Philipse Robinson, died at his residence at Brighton,

England, on the first of January, 1852, at the age of eighty-seven years.
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Eflect of the Stamp Act in Virginia. Boldness of Patrick Henry. His Resolution in Opposition to the Act.

CHAPTEPv XIX.

Mansfield.

Would 3'ou worry the man that has found you in slioes ?

Come, courage, my lord, I can tell you good new.s

—

Virginia is conquer'd, the rebels are bang'd,

You are now to go over and see them sale hang"d :

I hope it is not to your nature abhorrent

To sign for these wretches a legal death-warrant.

Were I but in your place, Fm sure it would suit

To sign their death-warrants, and hang them to boot.

Du.NMORE.

My lord ! I'm amazed—have we routed the foe?

1 shall govern again, then, if matters be so
;

And as to the hanging, in short, to be plain,

I'll hang them so well they'll ne'er want it again.

With regard to the wretches who thump at my gates,'

I'll discharge all their dues with the rebel estates;

In less than three months I shall send a polacca

As deep as she'll swim, sir, with corn and tobacco."

"Dialogue between Lords Mansfield and Dunmore," by Philip Freneau.

rjRING the progress of more than a century and a quarter, the Vir-

ginians had fully appreciated the principles of civil freedom, and par-

ticularly that great truth that government possesses no inherent right

to tax the people without their consent. At various times, the Vir-

ginia Assembly had resisted the attempts of Parliament to levy taxes

upon them; and when, in 17G4, the Stamp Act was proposed by min-

isters, they resolved never to submit to it. The following year a

that act became a law. The Virginia House of Burgesses were

in session, in the old capital at Williamsburg, when intelligence of the fact reached them.

They talked boldly in private, but none were willing to act bravely in public, until near

the close of the session, when Patrick Henry, the youngest member of the Assembly, and

seated there for the first time only a few days before, took the lead. He had already

led the Democratic members successfully against a paper-money scheme, the prime object

of which was to cover up defalcations of Robinson, the treasurer of the colony. Now he

exerted his powers in a broader field. Upon a scrap of paper torn from a fly-leaf of an

old copy of " Coke upon Lyttleton," he wrote five resolutions, and submitted them to the

House. Theirs;; declared that the original settlers of the colonies brought with them and

transmitted to their posterity all the privileges, franchises, and immunities, enjoyed by the

people of Great Britain. The second affirmed that these privileges, &c., had been secured

to the aforesaid colonists by two royal charters granted by King James. The third assert-

ed that taxation of the people by themselves, or by persons chosen by themselves, was the

distinguishing characteristic of British freedom, and without which the ancient Constitution

could not exist. The fourth maintained that the people of Virginia had always enjoyed

the right of being governed by their own Assembly in the article of taxes, and that this

right had been constantly recognized by the king and people of Great Britain. The Jifth

* This refers to the fact that Dunmore was a great spendthrift, and always in debt. Such, in truth, was

the case of a large proportion of the English nobilitj-, at that time, who were engaged in public affairs, not-

withstanding their large incomes. Mansfield here named, was the celebrated chief justice, who, because

he gave the weight of his legal opinions, and the services of his pen against the colonists while struggling

for independence, became very obnoxious to the Americans.
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Effect of Henry's Resolutions. Eloquence and Skill of the Orator. Dissolution of the Assembly. General Congress proposed.

resolution, in which was summed up the essentials of the preceding four, declared "That
the General Assembly of this colony have the sole right and power to levy taxes and imposi-

tions upon the inhabitants of this colony ; and that every attempt to vest such power in any

other person or persons whatsoever, other than the General Assembly aforesaid, has a mani-

fest tendency to destroy British as well as American freedom."

Had lightning from the clouds fallen in the midst of that Assembly, they could not have
been more startled. The boldest were astonished ; the timid were alarmed ; the loyal few
were amazed and indignant. Many threats were uttered, and those who were willing to

submit abused Mr. Henry without stint. A violent debate ensued, and Henry's energies

were aroused in all their majesty and might. His eloquence, sometimes deeply pathetic, at

other times full of denunciatory invective, shook that Assembly like thunder peals. In the

midst of his harangue he exclaimed, in clear bell-tones, " Csesar had his Brutus—Charles

the First his Crotnwell ; and George the Third
—

" " Treason!" cried the excited speaker-;

and " Treason I Treason !" was shouted from every part of the House. Henry did not

falter for a moment. Pvising to a loftier altitude, and fixing his eyes, beaming with the fire

of exalted genius, upon Ptobinson, the speaker, he concluded the sentence with, '"may profit

by their example. 1[ this be treason, make the most of it."'

The moment Henry sat down, Pwandolph, Pendleton, Bland, Wythe, and others, who aft-

erward became the boldest and most ardent opposers of British power, arose to their feet,

and denounced the resolutions as disloyal, and dangerous to the public welfare. Their

hearts were with Patrick Henry, but their heads adjudged his course to be premature and
injudicious. Again Henry took the floor, and his eloquence, like an avalanche, crushed the

most sturdy opposition. The resolutions were carried ; the fifth by a majority of only one.

They formed the first gauntlet of positive defiance cast at the feet of the British monarch,
and gave the first impulse to the storm of revolution which soon swept over the land. In

Henry's absence, the next day, the resolutions were reconsidered and modified, and the fifth

one stricken out. But manuscript copies were already on their Avay to other colonies, and
the timidity of the Virginia Burgesses did not soften their force.

^

Francis Fauquier was at that time lieutenant governor, and the acting chief magistrate

of Virginia. He was a man of great private worth, and, for his many virtues and righteous

administration of affairs, he was exceedingly popular. As a man, he sympathized with the

Legislature
; but as the king's representative, he Avas obliged to use his prerogative in sup-

pressing disloyalty. Therefore, as soon as he was informed of the action of the Burgesses

in adoptmg Henry's resolutions, he dissolved the Assembly and ordered a new election. The
eloquence of Henry seemed to have touched every heart in the Old Dominion ; and every

where the people re-elected the friends of the resolutions, and filled the seats of their oppos-

ers with tried patriots.

Within a fortnight after those resolutions went abroad, Massachusetts invited the other

colonies to meet her in a general representative Congress at New York. Fauquier refused

to call the Virginia Assembly together for the purpose of appointing delegates thereto.

Confiding in the patriotism and integrity of the other colonies, the members elect signed a
letter to the Congress, in which they promised to acquiesce in any action that might
be had. That Congress was held in October.a and the rights of the American col-

^^'''^"

* Wirt"s Life of Patrick Henry. Robinson had reasons for disliking Henry, and would gladly have
crughed his influence in the bud. Already he had thwarted the speaker in his attempts to insure his power
and put money into his own purse at the public cost, by defeating a bill which provided for new issues of
paper money, on the loan-office plan. By virtue of his office as speaker, Robinson was treasurer of all

sums voted by the Assembly, and he had the means of loaning money to his friends and to himself. He
had already done so, and was now anxious to have a colonial loan-office established by which he m\(rht shift

the responsibility of loaning to men unable to repay, from himself to the colony. Henry foresaw the evils

of this scheme, and his wisdom was made manifest, when, in the following year, Robinson died, and his de-
falcytions were made known.

^ See a notice of copies of these resolutions in Philadelphia, New York, and Boston, on page 466, vol-
ume i.
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Repeal of the Stamp Act. Lord Botetourt. Thomas Jefferson. Dissolution of the Assembly. The Apollo Room.

onies were so lucidly set forth in their declaration, that the people lacked no sure guide in

their future course.'

The Stamp Act was repealed in 17G6, and Virginia, rejoicing with hope like her sister

colonies, sent an address of thanks to the king and Parliament, and voted a statue to his

majesty as a token of her gratitude and love.'' Like her sister colonies, she was doomed to

disappointment, and her sincere loyalty was speedily transformed into open rebellion. From
the repeal of the Stamp Act until the close of the Revolution, Virginia wrought hand in

hand with the other colonies in efforts to obtain justice and maintain popular liberty.

Governor Fauquier died early in 1768, and was succeeded by Lord Botetourt. That
gentleman bore to his people assurances that the king and Parliament were sincerely desir-

ous of doing justice to the colonies, and that all the obnoxious acts would be speedily re-

pealed. These assurances, and the excellent character and conduct of the governor, allayed

the excitement in Virginia for a while, and her people looked forward to seasons of prosper-

ity and repose. Their dream was of short duration. Soon the intelligence came that the

engine of oppression was agaia at work, and new schemes for harassing the colonies were

maturing. Virginia was much excited M'hen its Legislature for 1769 convened. Among
its members was Thomas Jefferson, of Albemarle county, a young lawyer of eminent abili-

ties, liberality of views, and boldness of character. His first act in the Assembly evinced

his appreciation of freedom ; he proposed a law which should give the masters of slaves un-

restricted right to emancipate them. This motion did not succeed, but it drew the atten-

tion of the Assembly to his talents, and he was employed in preparing the counter- resolu-

tions, and addresses of the House of Burgesses, ^ in opposition to those of the Lords

and Commons, then just received. In these resolutions Virginia displayed a man-

ifest disposition to consider the cause of Massachusetts a common one. The governor, on

being informed of their proceedings, as in duty bound, and conformable to his oath, dissolved

them. The next day they met in the Apollo room of the Raleigh tavern ; formed them-

selves into a voluntary convention ; drew

May, 17G9.

The Apollo Room.^

ious proceedings and to allay excitement.

up articles of association against the use of

any merchandise imported from Great Brit-

lan ; signed and recommended them to the

l)eople, and then repaired to their several

counties. All were re-elected except those

who had declined assent to the proceedings

of the majority.'' Botetourt, unlike some

of the royal governors, did not make the

matter a })ersonal consideration, lose his

J
temper, and act unjustly and unwisely

;

but, following the prescribed line of duty,

he courteously endeavored to prevent rebell-

He was esteemed by all parties ; and, as we

' See page 464, volume i. * ggg p^gg 470^ volume i.

^ The room used for public meetings is in the rear building of the old Raleigh tavern at Williamsburg,
and up to the day of my visit it had remained unaltered. Carpenters were then at work remodeling its

style, for the purpose of making it a ball-room
; and now, I suppose, that apartment, hallowed by so many

associations connected with our war for independence, has scarcely an original feature left. Had my visit

been deferred a day longer, the style of the room could never have been portrayed. Neat wainscoting of

Virginia pine ornamented the sides below and partly between the windows, and over the fire-place, which
was spacious. This view is from the entrance door from the front portion of the building. On the left

were two large windows ; on the right were two windows and a door
; and on each side of the fire-place

was a door opening into small passage ways, from the exterior. Through the door on the left is seen a
flight of stairs leading to the dormitory. The walls were whitewashed, and the wood-work painted a lead

color. In this room the leading patriots of Virginia, including Washington, held many secret caucuses, and
planned many schemes for the overthrow of royal rule in the colonies. The sound of the hammer and saw
engaged in the work of change seemed to me like actual desecration

; for the Raleigh tavern, and the Apollo
room are to Virginia, relatively, what Faneuil Hall is to Massachusetts. •* Jefferson's Memoirs, i., 4.
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Death of Botetourt. Lord Dunmore. His Character. Committees of Vigilance and Correspondence.

have seen, his death, which occurred in 1771, was considered a public calamity, and mourned

as a public bereavement.

Botetourt was succeeded by John Murray, earl of Dunmore, who was the last royal

governor of Virginia. He had succeeded Sir Henry Moore as Governor of New York, in

1770, and on the death of Bo-

tetourt, was transferred to Vir-

ginia. During his delay in leav- ^
ing New York, the government r ,7\

was administered by William vh?.

Nelson, president of the council

of the colony, and father of one

of the signers of the Declaration

of Independence. Dunmore did

not arrive in Virginia until the

summer of 1772. A knowledge

of his character, which pre-

ceded him, made the Vir-

ginians uneasy. He was a

Scotch nobleman ; descended

from an ancient family ; full

of aristocratic ideas ; defi-

cient in sound judgment and

that common sense which is

Seal and Signature of Dunmore

so essential in public life, and

possessed of an irritable temper

and vindictive spirit. In man-

ners and feelings he was the re-

verse of Botetourt, and before

he was fairly seated in the offi-

cial chair, he had quarreled with

some of the leading men of the

colony. He evinced a disposi-

tion to disregard the rules of co-

lonial law, and to act independ-

ent of the wishes of the peo-

ple.

In March, 1773, the

House of Burgesses received

copies of an address and res-

olutions from the Massachu-

setts Assembly, in which the

grievances of that colony

w^ere set forth ; and they expressed their concurrence and sympathy with their brethren in

New England. Jefferson, Henry, Richard Henry Lee, and Peyton P^andolph, the speaker,

urged immediate and bold action, and through their eflbrts a committee of vigilance wasj

appointed^ to obtain the most clear and authentic intelligence of all such acts of ^^warchio,

Parliament or ministry as might affect the rights of the colonies. This commit- i"^-

tee was also authorized to open a correspondence and communication with the other col-

onies."

They were about to adopt other resolutions equally unsubmissive to royal rule, when

their proceedings were cut short by Dunmore, who dissolved the Assembly. The commit-

tee of correspondence met, however, the next day, and dispatched a circular letter contain-

ing the resolutions to the speakers of the several Colonial Assemblies. The General Court

^ These are copied from the third volume of the Documentary History of New York, edited by Dr. E. B.

O'Callaghan.
^ The committee consisted of Peyton Randolph, Robert Carter Nicholas, Richard Bland, Richard Henry

Lee, Benjamin Harrison, Edmund Pendleton. Patrick Henry, Dudley Dicrges, Dabney Carr, Archibald Carey,

and Thomas Jefferson. This committee was formed at a caucus held in a private room in the Raleigh

tavern, the evening before it was proposed in the House. The caucus consisted of Patrick Henry, Richard

Henry Lee, Francis Lightfnot Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Dabney Carr (his brother-in-law), and two or three

others. Stronir resolutions were drawn up, and it was proposed that Mr. Jefferson should submit them to

the House. Desirous of bringing into notice the brilliant talents of Mr. Carr, Mr. Jefferson proposed that

he should submit them. It vras agreed to, and the next day Mr. Carr moved the adoption of the resolu-

tions. They were carried, and the above committee of correspondence was appointed. Virginia and Mas-

sachusetts have disputed for the honor of originating committees of correspondence. It will be seen by re-

ferring to page 494, volume i., that the address of the people of Massachusetts, in which their grievances

and their rights were stated, and which called out the action of the Virginia Burgesses when their com-

mittee of correspondence was formed, contained a recommendation to appoint such committees in the sev-

eral towns in that province. In Massachusetts, this recommendation was made some six weeks before the

action on the subject took place in the Virginia Legislature. Massachusetts was the first to suggest com-

mittees of correspondence within its own domain ; Virginia was the first to appoint a committee for na-

tional correspondence. And yet each colony seems actually to have originated the idea ; for, according to

Peyton Randolph, the messengers from the respective Legislatures, bearing the resolutions of each, passed

each other on the way.—See Jefferson's letter to Samuel A. Wells, 1819, in the appendix to his Memoirs,

page 100.
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Fast day in Virginia. Assembly Dissolved by Dunmore. Meeting at the Raleigh. The Proceedings.

Raleigh Tavern. ^

of Massachusetts responded by the appointment of a committee of fifteen, instructing them
to urge the other colonies to take similar action. The New England colonies, and Penn-

sylvania and Maryland, did so, and thus was formed the first sound link of our confederacy.

The Boston Port Bill,' which was to go into eflect on the first of June, 1774, had ex-

cited the greatest sympathy for the people of Boston throughout the colonies, and on the

twenty-fourth of May the Virginia Assembly adopted strong resolutions of condolence, and

appointed the first of June to be observed

as a fast. Dunmore was highly offended,

officially, and the next day dissolved them

by a verbal proclamation.^ The dele-

gates, eighty-nine in number (of whom
Washington was one), immediately assem-

bled in the Apollo room of the Raleigh

tavern, organized themselves into a volun-

tary convention, and prepared an address

to their constituents, in which they de-

clared that an attack upon one colony was

an attack upon all. They recommended

several important measures. Among other propositions was one for a General Co7igress,

a proposition which was made by Massachusetts six days afterward,* and being immediately

sent forth, was heartily concurred in by all the other colonies except Georgia. Twenty-

five of the delegates remained at Williamsburg to engage in the religious services of the

appointed fast-day. While awaiting its arrival, » they received an account of a

town meeting in Boston, at which the inhabitants of the colonies were invited to

enter into a general non-importation agreement. The twenty-five delegates did not feel au-

thorized to act in a matter of so much gravity, and therefore only recommended, by a circular,

that the Burgesses should meet again in convention at Williamsburg on the first of Au-
gust. iJ Pursuant to this recommendation, all the Burgesses who met at the Raleigh

were present on that day. They adopted resolutions to import no more slaves, nor

British goods, nor tea ; and, if colonial grievances were not speedily redressed, to export no

more tobacco to England, and not to deal with any merchants who should refuse to sign

the agreement. They recommended the cultivation of such articles of husbandry, instead

of tobacco, as might form a proper basis for manufactures of all sorts ; and also particularly

recommended the improvement of the breed of sheep, the multiplying of them, and the kill-

ing of as few as possible. On the 5th of August they chose seven delegates to represent

Virginia in the Continental Congress, appointed to meet on the filth of September foUow-

, jray

:

' See page 503, volume i.

* Dunmoie's speech on that occasion was very brief. The following is a copy :
" Mr. Speaker, and gen-

tlemen of the House of Burgesses,—I have in my hand a paper published by order of your House, conceived

in such terms as reflects highly upon his Majesty and the Parliament of Great Britain, which makes it nec-

essary to dissolve you, and you are dissolved accordingly."

Notwithstanding this act on the part of the governor, the delegates did not omit to carry out arrange-

ments which they had made for honoring Lady Dunmore with a ball on the 27th. Every mark of respect

and attention was paid to Lord Dunmore and his lady on that occasion, as if nothing unpleasant had oc-

curred. In fact, according to entries in Washington's Diary, the matter was not made personal at all, for

on the day after the dissolution of the Assembly, although he was one of the foremost in expressions of sym-
pathy for the people of Boston, he remarks, " Rode out with the governor to his farm, and breakfasted with

him there."

^ When I visited Williamsburg in December, 1848, the front part of the old Raleigh tavern had been torn

down, and a building in modern style was erected in its place. The old tavern was in the form of an L,

one portion fronting the street, the other extending at right angles, in the rear. Both parts were precisely

alike in external appearance, and as the rear building was yet standing and unaltered, I am able to give a

restored view of the Haleigh, as it appeared during the Revolution. The wooden bust of Sir Walter Raleigh,

which graced the front of the old inn, now ornaments the new building.

* The latter colony could not have heard of the action of the former, and therefore the recommendation

was as orisinal with it as with Virginia.
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Delegates to the Continental Congress. Expedition against tlie Indians. Dunmore's Schemes. Camp at the Great Kenawha.

ing, in Philadelphia,' and then adjourned, each pledged to do all in his power to effect the

results contemplated in their proceedings.

While these clouds of difficulty were gathering in the horizon of Virginia politics, and

the colony was menaced with civil war, the Indians on the frontiers had commenced fierce

hostilities, and were driving civilization back from its adventurous settlements west of the

Blue Fvidge. Although several times chastised, they were still bold. In 1764, Colonel

Bouquet," having dispersed the Indians besieging Detroit, passed into the Wyandot country,

by the way of Sandusky Bay, and compelled the head men of the tribes to agree to a treaty

of peace. The Shawnees and Delawares in the Ohio county still continued hostile. Bou-

quet, the same year, marched from Fort Pitt to the Muskingum, awed the Indians, procured

the restoration of prisoners in their hands, and made a treaty of peace with them, and for

several years they kept comparatively quiet, though exhibiting unmistakable signs of deadly

hostility.

Early in 1777, the hatchet again fell with terrible fury upon the frontier settlements of

Virginia, and its keenness was heightened by the encouragemtint Avhich the savages received

from a few white scoundrels, who hoped to gain personal advantage in the contest. The

scheme which Governor Dunmore afterward entered into for banding these forest tribes

against the colonists, has left upon his memory the suspicion that even thus early, in view

of impending hostilities, he had tampered with them, through his agents, and made them

bold. History gives no positive warrant for suspicions so damning, and we may charitably

hope that his expeditic^n against the Indians, in the summer of that year, a was under-

taken with a sincere desire to save the colony from their cruel incursions. It is true,

Dunmore was very tardy in his preparations, and his expedition did not march until the

voice of his indignant people compelled him to go, and alert suspicion made him fearful of

its consequences.

The chief rendezvous of the hostile Indians was on the Sciota, within the limits of the

present Pickaway county, Ohio. There were three principal towns, and against these Dun-

more marched with a force of three thousand men, early in August. b The army

proceeded in two divisions ; one composing the left wing, under Colonel Andrew

Lewis, the other led by Dunmore in person. The left wing struck the Great Kenawha,

and followed that stream to the Ohio ; the right wing passed the mountains of the Poto-

mac gap, and reached the Ohio a little above Wheeling. The plan of the campaign was

to form a junction before reaching the Indian villages. Lewis encamped on the site of

Point Pleasant, at the mouth of the Great Kenawha, on the sixth of October. In expecta-

tion of the approach of Dunmore, he cast up no intrenchments. In this exposed situation,

he was attacked on the morning of the tenth, by one thousand chosen warriors of the west-

ern confederacy under the celebrated Cornstalk, who came from the Pickaway Plains to

confront Colonel Lewis before the other division should join him.' So stealthily had the

' The following were the delegates appointed : Peyton Randoljih, Richard Henry Lee, George Wash-
ington, Patrick Henry, Richard Bland, Benjamin Harrison, and Edmund Pendleton. These were all pres-

ent at the opening of the Congress in Carpenter's Hall, and, as wc have seen, Peyton Randolph was chosen

the first president of that body.
* Henry Bouquet was of French descent. He was appointed lieutenant colonel in the British army in

1756. He was active in his co-operations with General Forbes, and was highly esteemed by Amherst.

That officer sent him to the relief of Fort Pitt, with stores, in 1763. He was attacked on his way by a pow-
erful body of Indians, whom he defeated. In 1764, as noticed in the text, he was successful in the Ohio
county. The following year he was appointed a brigadier. He died at Pensacola, Florida, in February,

1766.
^ Stuart, in his Memoir of Indian Wars, and Withers, in his Chronicles of Border Warfare, express the

opinion, and adduce strong corroborating evidence of its truth, that Dunmore arranged the expedition in

such a way. that the whole Indian force should fall upon and annihilate Lewis's detachment, and thereby

"weaken the physical strength, and break down the spirit of the Virginians. It must be admitted that the

fact of the great body of Indians leaving their towns and marching directly to attack Lewis, when Dunmore,
with a force equally strong, was approaching in another direction, gives the color of probability to these

suspicions. His subsequent conduct in inciting servile war in Virginia, shows that he was capable of so

nefarious a scheme.
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Battle at Mount Pleasant. March to the Shawnee Towns. Old Chillicothe.

Indians approached, that within one hour after Lewis's scouts discovered those of the enemy

a general battle was in progress.

Colonel Charles Lewis, a brother of the general, with three hundred men, received the

first assault. He and his aid, Hugh Allen, were mortally wounded, and so overwhelming

in numbers and fierce in aspect were the assailants, that his line broke and gave way.'

At this moment, a party under Colonel Fleming attacked the enemy's right, and, being sus-

tained by a reserve under Colonel Field, the Indians were driven back. The battle con-

tinued with unabated fury until one o'clock in the afternoon, the Indians slowly retreating

from tree to tree, while the gigantic Cornstalk encouraged them with the words, - Be

strong I Be strong I"^ The peculiarity of the ground, it being upon a point at the junction

of two rivers, made every retreat of the enemy advantageous to the Virginians, because

as their line extended from river to river, forming the base of an equilateral triangle, it

was lengtheneil, and consequently weakened. The belligerents rested within rifle shot of

each other, and kept up a desultory fire until sunset. The battle was a desperate one, and

neither party could fairly claim the victory. The Virginians lost one half of their com-

missioned officers, and fifty-two privates were killed. The Indians lost, in killed and wound-

ed, two hundred and thirty-three. During the night they retreated, but Lewis did not think

it prudent to pursue them. Lieutenant Shelby (the hero at King's Mountain, and after-

ward governor of Kentucky) was left in command of a garrison at Point Pleasant, until

July, 1775.

On the day after the battle. Colonel Lewis received orders from Dunmore to hasten on

toward the Shawnee towns, on the Sciota, and join him at a point eighty miles distant.

Dunmore was ignorant of the battle, and the vi^eakened con-

dition of Lewis's division. But the latter did not hesitate.

Leaving a small garrison at Point Pleasant, he pressed on-

ward, through an unbroken wilderness to the banks of Congo

Creek, in Pickaway township, within striking distance of the

Shawnee or Shawanese towns. The principal village of the

Indians stood upon the site of the present borough of West-

fall, on the west bank of the Sciota, and was called Old Chil-

licothe, there being other towns of the same name. When
Colonel Lewis arrived, he found Dunmore and his party in

the neighborhood. The governor had descended the Ohio

The Shawnee Towns.' ^q \\^-q mouth of the Great Hockhocking, where he built a

redoubt or block-house, and called it Fort Gower.* From this point he marched up that

' From a " Song of Lament," written at the time, I quote the following stanzas, which are more re-

markable for pathos than poetry :

" Colonel Lewis and some noble captains, And now we mourn for brave Hugh .\llen.

Did down to death like Uriah go,

Alas ! their heads wound up in napkins,

Upon the banks of the Ohio.

Kings lamented their mighty fallen

Upon the mountains of Gilboa,

Far from the banks of the Ohio.

Oh bless the mighty King of Heaven

For all bis wondrous works below,

Who hath to us the victory given

Upon the banks of the Ohio."

* Howison's History of Virginia, ii., 15.

' This little map shows a portion of the Pickaway Plains upon which the towns of the Shawnees were

built. These plains are on the cast side of the Sciota, and contain the richest body of land in Ohio. When

first cultivated by the whites, the soil was a black vegetable mold, the result of long ages of decomposi-

tion and for many years one hundred bushels of corn, or fifty bushels of wheat to the acre, was an average

yield. This region was for many generations the principal rendezvous of Indian chiefs in council, in the

Ohio country, and here many victims, brought from the frontier settlements, endured the torments of savage

cruelty. See Howe's Historical Collections of Ohio, page 40-3.

Explanation of the Map.—a a, the ancient works at Circleville ; b, Logan's cabin near; c, Old Chilli

cothe ; d, Black Mountain ; e, Cornstalk's town
; /, Squaw's town

;
g", Council-house

;
h, the point where

Dunmore and Colonel Lewis met ; i, the camp of Colonel Lewis
; ;, Camp Lewis ;

m, High Lands.

* This was in Athens township. Dunmore was a great admirer of Earl Gower, and in honor '>f that no-

bleman he named this, the first fort he ever erected.
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Junction of the Armies of Dunmore and Lewis. Camp Charlotte. Logan and Cresap.

Stream into the Indian countiy, and when Lewis arrived, he was encamped on the left

bank of Sippo Creek, about seven miles southwest of the present village of Circleville.

Dunmore called his station Camjo Cliadotle,^ and hither the Indians, dispirited by their en-

gagement with Colonel Lewis, and perceiving the destruction of their towns to be inevita-

ble, came to treat for peace. Dunmore had been met by a flag of truce from the Indians,

borne by a white man named Elliot," and his readiness to treat with the enemy, instead of

striking a blow of annihilation, is adduced as evidence of his ulterior designs for making these

warriors subservient to his use in enslaving Virginia. Colonel Lewis was greatly irritated

because Dunmore would not allow him to crush the enemy within his grasp, and the Vir-

ginians, eager for revenge, almost mutinied.' The treaty was held in the presence of all

the troops, amounting to twenty-five hundred in number. The Shawnee chiefs were quite

numerous. Cornstalk was the principal speaker, and, in the course of his remarks, he

adroitly charged upon the white people the causes of the war, in consequence, principally,

of the murder of the family of Logan, a Mingo chief, a few months previously.' Logan,

' Camp Charlotte, according to Charles Whittlesy, Esq. (from whose discourse before the Historical and

Philosophical Society of Ohio, at Cincinnati, in 1840, the principal facts of this narrative have been gleaned),

was upon the larm then (1840) owned by Thomas J. Winship, Esq. Camp Lewis was situated about four

and a half miles southwest of Camp Charlotte.

^ The Tory companion of Girty and M'Kee.
3 From concurrent testimony, it appears that suspicions of Dunmore's treachery was rife in the camp, and

for that reason Lewis was more disposed to disobey his orders. It is said that Dunmore, in the violence of

his anser, because his subaltern insisted upon fighting, drew his sword upon Lewis, and threatened him with

instant death if he persisted in his disobedience.
* This cireumstance is alluded to on page 313, where a copy of Logan's speech to Dunmore, as pre-

served by Jefferson, is ffiven. Mr. Brantz Mayer, in an able discourse delivered before the Maryland His-

torical Society in May, 1851, has adduced sufficient evidence to fully acquit Colonel Cresap of the charge

made in the reported speech of Logan, and removed the foul stain of cold-blooded murder which has so long

rested upon the fair fame of a bfave and honorable man. It appears that, in the spring of 1774, Michael

Cresap was upon the Ohio, below Wheeling, engaged in planting a settlement. Some pioneers on their

way to make a settlement in Kentucky, under the auspices of Colonel George Rogers Clarke, resolved to

attack an Indian town near the mouth of the Sciota, and solicited Cresap to command the expedition. He
advised them to forbear, and, with him, they all repaired to Wheeling. Dr. Connelly, whom Lord Dunmore

had appointed magistrate of West Augusta, sent Cresap word, on the 21st of April, that an Indian war was

inevitable. Cresap, always vigilant, called a council of the pioneers, and on the 26th made solemn decla-

ration of war against the Indians. They established a new post of defense, and the very next day two canoes,

filled with painted savages, appeared. They were chased fifteen miles down the river, when a skiiniish en-

sued. One man was killed, and several Indians were made prisoners. On the return of the pursuing party,

an expedition against the settlement of Logan,* near the mouth of the Yellow Creek, thirty miles above

Wheeling, was proposed. Cresap raised his voice against the proposed expedition, for the people of Logan's

settlement seemed rather friendly than otherwise. His council prevailed, and the pioneers proceeded that

evening to Red Stone Old Fort, at the mouth of Dunlap"s Creek, on the Monongahela, now the site of

Brownsville.

Other white people upon the Ohio were less cautious and humane. On the bank of the Ohio, nearly op-

posite Logan's settlement, was the cabin of a man named Baker, where rum was sold to the Indians, which

consequently augmented the savageism of their nature. On account of the shooting of two Indians near

Yellow Creek, by a settler named Myers, the savages resolved to cross over and murder Baker's family. A
squaw revealed "the plot to Baker's wife, and twenty white men, armed, were concealed in and around his

cabin. The next morning early, three squaws, with an infant and four Indian men, unarmed, came to Ba-

ker's. The whole party of red people became intoxicated, an affray occurred, and the whole of the Indians

were massacred, except the infant. Logan's mother, brother, and sister,t were among the slain. The

vengeance of the chief was aroused, and during nearly all of that summer Logan was out upon the war-path.

Michael Cresap was known to be a leader among the pioneers upon the Ohio, and Logan supposed he was

concerned in the affair. J The researches of Mr. Mayer show that, at the time of the massacre, Cresap was

* The Indian name of Logan, according to competent authority quoted by Mr. Mayer, was Ta-ga-jute, which means " short

dress."

t This squaw was the wife for the time of John Gibson, the Indian trader, to whom the reputed speech of Logan was com

municated. Her infant who was saved, was cared for by Gibson.

X Logan evidently held Cresap responsible, as appears by the following note, quoted by Mr. Mayer, page 56. It was written

with ink made of gunpowder and water, at the command of Logan, by William Robinson, who had been made a prisoner by

that chief nine days before :

" Captain Cresap,—What did you kill my people on Yellow Creek for ? The white people killed my kin at Conestoga, a
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John Gibson. Logan's Speech. His Death. Sketch of Colonel Creaap.

who was then at OldChillicothe. disdained to meet the white men in council, and sat sullenly

in his cabin while the treaty was in piogress, Dunmore sent a messenger (John Gibson') to

Logan, to invite him to attend the council. The chief took Gibson into the woods, and sit-

ting down upon a mossy root, he told him the story of his wrongs, and, as that officer related,

shedding many bitter tears. He refused to go to the council, but, unwilling to disturb the de-

liberations by seeming opposition, he .sent a speech, in the month of Gibson, to Governor Dun-

more. That speech, as preserved in print," has been greatly admired for its pathetic eloquence.^

with his vouno- family in Maryland, and had nothing to do with the matter.* It is also demonstrated 'that

at about "the hour when the massacre took place, two canoes, with Indians painted and prepared lor war, ap-

proached. The appearance fully corroborated the disclosures of the squaw, and justitied the vigilance (but

not the murder of women and unarmed men) by the neighbors of Baker.

' John Gibson, who afterward became a major general, was an Indian trader, and an active man among

the settlers on the Ohio. Washington esteemed him as a brave and hone.st man, and in 1781 intrusted him

with the command of the western military department. He was succeeded by General Irvine in 1782.

He was a member of the Pennsylvania convention in 1788; was major general of militia, and was secre-

tary of Indian territory during the administrations of Jelferson and Madison. He was at one time asso-

ciate judae of the Common Pleas of Alleghany county, in Pennsylvania. Colonel George Gibson, who was

mortfiily wounded at St.'Clair's defeat in Ohio, was his nephew.
'^ Gibson repeated the substance to Dunmore and other otficers. They wrote it down, and, on returning

to Williamsburg, caused it to be published in the Virginia Gazette, February 4, 1775. This was the name

of the first newspaper published in Virginia. It was first issued at Williamsburg in 1736, a sheet about

twelve inches bv six in size. It was printed weekly by William Parks, at fifteen shillin<:s per annum. No

oiher paper was published in Virginia until the Stamp Act excitement in 1765-6. The Gazette was so

much under government control, that Jelferson and others got Mr. Rind to come from jNIaryland and pub-

lish a paper, which was also called '^ The Virginia Gazette." It was professedly open to all parties, but

influenced by none. This was the paper in which Logan's speech was published. Another " Virginia

Gazette'" was printed at Williamsburg in 1775, and published weekly for several years.—See Thomas''s

History of Printing.
^ Loijan, whose majestic person and mental accomplishments were the theme of favorable remark, be-

came a victim to the vice of intemperance. Earlier than the time when Dunmore called him to council,

he was addicted to the habit. The la.st years of his life were very melancholy. Notwithstanding the mis-

eries he had suffered at the hands of the white man, his benevolence mads^him the prisoner's friend, until

intemperance blunted his sensibilities, and in 1780 we find him amonjr the n^grauders at Ruddell's Station

(see paue 500). The manner of his death is difi'ereAtly related. The patient researches of JMr. Mayer

lead me to adopt his as the correct one, as it was from the lips of an aged man who knew Logan well,

and corresponds in all essential particulars with an account I received from an aged Mohawk whom I saw

at Cachnawaga, twelve miles from Montreal, in the summer of 1848. His mother was a Shawnee woman,

and when he was a boy, he often saw Logan. In a drunken phrensy near Detroit, in 1780, Logan struck

his wile to the ground. Believing her dead, he fled to the wildprnes«. Between Detroit and Sandusk)',

he was overtaken by a troop of Indian men, women, and children. Not yet sober, he imagined that the

penalty of his crime was about to be inflicted by a relative. Being well armed, he declared tliat the whole

party should be destroyed. In defense, his nephew, Tod-kah-dohs, killed him on the spot, by a shot from

his gun. His wife recovered from his blow.

great while ago, and I thought nothing of that. But you killed my kin again on Yellow Creek, and took my cousin prisoner.

Then I thought I must kill too ; and 1 hive been three times to war since. But the Indians are not angry—only myself

" July 2\si, 1774. Captain John Logan."

This note was attached to a war club, and left in the house of a man whose whole family had been murdered by the savages.

* Michael Cresap was the son of a hardy pioneer, who was one of the Ohio Company in IT.'Sa. He was born in Maryland (Al-

leghany county), on the 29th of June, 174-2. While yet a minor, he married a Miss Whitehead, of Philadelphia. He became a

merchant and trader, and at length a bold pioneer upon the Ohio. He raised a company of volunteers in the summer of 1774,

and proceeded to aid his countrymen on the Ohio, when he was stopped by Connolly. Dunmore, however, valuing his serv-

ices, sent him a commission of captain in the militia of Hampshire county, in Virginia^ He then proceeded to the Ohio, and

was engaged in Dunraore's expedition of that year. When Gibson reported Logan's speech, the charge against Cresap was

laughed at as ridiculous ; and George Rogers Clarke, who was standing by, said, " He must be a very great man, as the Indians

palmed every thing that happened upon his shoulders."

Cresap returned to Maryland after the conclusion of Dunmore's expedition, and early in the spring he again went to the Ohio,

and penetrated the wilderness of Kentucky. On his return, he was informed that he had been appointed to the command of a

company of Maryland riflemen, r.^ised by a resolution of Congress. Although sufl'ering from ill health, he immediately went

to Boston with his company, and joined the continental army under Washington. His sickness continuing, he left the army for

his home among the mountains. At New York he sunk, exhausted, where he died on the 18th of October, 1775, at the age of

thirty-three years. His remains were buried in Trinity church yard with military honors, in the pre.sence of a vast concourse

of people, where they yet rest.—See Mayer's Discourse ; also Jacob's Life of Crfsnp. In the appendix to his Discourse, Mr. Mayer

presents the results of patient investigation, concerning the authenticity of Logan's speech. It appears probable that the senti-

ment was Logan's, delivered, not as a speech or message, but as the natural expressions of the feelings of a man who felt that

he had been greatly injured; the composition was evidently the work of some hand in Dunmore's camp.
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Treaty with the Indians. Sentiments of Dunmore's Officers. Indiati Wars in the West. Daniel Boone.

At the conclusion of the treaty, Dunmore and his troops returned to Virginia, by the way
of Fort Gower. At that phtce, the officers held a meeting on the fifth of November^
for the purpose of considering the "grievances of British America." The proceed-

ings were not at all palatable to Lord Dunmore, notwithstanding one of the resolutions

highly complimented him personally. The speech of one of the officers, and the resolution

which followed, notwithstanding the attestations of loyalty freely expressed, evidently im-

plied a determination no longer to submit to royal rule. Dunmore was ofTended, and both

parties returned home dissatisfied.

Belijre resuming our record of events in the progress of the Virginia colony toward inde-

pendence, let us take a brief survey of succeeding Indian hostilities on the Virginia frontier,

until the close of the war. It is a wide and romantic field, but we must not be tempted

into minute details. We will note the most prominent features of those events, and refer

the reader to fuller details drawn by other pens. I briefly referred to the Indian war in

this region on page 261, volume i., and promised a more extended notice. Here I will

fulfill that promise.

For a while after the treaty on the Sciota, the western Indians made no concerted attacks

upon the white settlements on the frontiers ; but small parties continually harassed those

civil heroes who went over the Alleghany ranges and explored the broad forests which

stretched between the Cherokees, Creeks, and Catawbas of the south, and the Shawnees.

Delawares, and Wyandots, of the north, now the state of Kentucky. The first of these

— ^5=^-:::^ bold pioneers was Daniel Boone,' a hero in the

truest sense of the term. He explored a por-

tion of the wilderness west of the Blue Pwidge

as early as 1769, and for two years dwell

among the solitudes of the forests. Accustom-

ed to the woods from earliest childhood, he found

his highest happiness in the excitements of for

est life, and in 1773 his own and a few other

families accompanied him to the paradise ly-

ing among the rich valleys south of the Ohio

From that time, until the power of the western

tribes was broken by the expedition under Major

George Rogers Clark, Boone's life vias an al-

most continual conflict with the Indians. En-

gaged in Dunmore's expedition in 1774, he was

marked for vengeance by the savages ; and when
he built his little fort at Boonsborough,^

a few miles from Lexington, they view-

ed his labors with jealousy, and resolved to

drive him from his foothold. Already the In-

dians had killed his eldest son, and now his wife

' Daniel Boone was born about the year 1730. Hi.s parent.s, who came from Briclgenorth, in England,

went from Pennsylvania to the banks of the Yadkin River, in North Carolina, and his childhood was spent

in the forest. In 1769, he was induced to accompany John Finley in the wilds west of the mountains,

within the limits of the present state of Kentucky. From that period his own history is identified with

that of the state. During his first visit there, he was captured by the Indians, but escaped within a week
or ten days afterward. He took his family to Kentucky in 1775, and settled on the Clericle River. In

1774, at the request of Lord Dunmore, he accompanied a party of surveyors to the Falls of the Ohio (Lou-

isville), and was active in expeditions against the Indians during that year. He removed to the locality of

the present Boonsborough, and built a fort there in 1775. In the course of three or four years, many other

settlers came to his vicinity. While at the Blue Lick, on the Licking River, making salt for his garrison,

in February, 1778. he and his companions were captured by a party of Indians, and taken to Chillicothe.

The Indians became much attached to him. A family adopted him as a son, according to the Indian cus-

tom, and an offer of -SoOO for his ransom, made by Governor Hamilton of Canada, was refused. Foui

months after his capture, he learned that five hundred warriors were preparing to march against Booas-
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Boone's Family on the Kain-tuck-ee. Boone's Fort assailed by Indians. Capture of Boone's Daughter and Companions.

and daughters, the first white women who ever stood upon the banks of the Kain-tuck-ee,

were with him and engaged his solicitude. Kenton, Henderson, Logan, the M'Afees, Har-

din, Harrod, Hart, Pi.ay, the Irvines, Bryants, Pvogers, and others, soon followed
;
and in the

course of seven or eight years the " western precincts of Finley county," as Kentucky was

called, contained scores of adventurers planting small settlements along the water-courses.

A record of the adventures of the settlers with the Indians would lill volumes. I have

space to notice only a few of the prominent events of that period which have a direct rela-

tion with the history of our war for Independence.'

In the spring of 1775, Daniel Boone erected a fort on the western bank of the Ken-

^ ---'vSKjr-——-. tucky River, the site of the present village of
"^

Boonsborough. It was the first fortification built

in that resion ; and the British, who had forts

north of the Ohio, at once excited the jealous fears

of the Indians respecting it. In December of that

year, a a party of Indians assailed it, but
» Dec. 24,

were repulsed ; the little garrison lost i^~5.

but one man. On the seventh of July following,

one of Boone's daughters, and two other girls who

were amusing themselves near the fort, were

caught and carried away by the Indians, but were

speedily rescued.^

In 1774, Harrodsburg, in Mercer county, Ken-

BooNE's FoRT.2 tucky, was founded, and several log-cabins were

borough. He effected his escape on the 16th of June, and arrived home on the 20th, having traveled one

hun(h-ed and sixty miles, and eaten only one meal, duiing four days. He arrived in time to assist in pre-

paring the tort for the expected attack mentioned in the text. Boone's wife, with his children, in the mean

while, had returned to the house of her father, on the Yadkin, where Boone visited them in 1779. He re-

mained there until the next year, when he returned to Kentucky. He subsequently accompanied George

Rogers Clarke in his expeditions against the Indians on the Ohio, and was an active partisan until the close

of the war. From that time, until 1798, he resided alternately in Kentucky and Virginia. In consequence

of a defect in his title to lands in Kentucky, he was dispossessed of what was an ample estate, and made

poor. The region he had explored, and helped to defend, now contained a population of half a million.

Indignant because of being dispossessed, he shouldered his rifle, left Kentucky forever, and, with some fol-

lowers, plunged into the interminable forests of Missouri, west of the Mississippi.

" Of all men, saving Sylla, the man-slayer, Was happiest among mortals any where
;

Who passes for in life and death most lucky, For, killing nothing but a bear or buck, he

Of the great names, which in our faces stare, Enjoyed the lonely, vigorous, harmless days,

The General Boone, backwoodsman of Kentucky, Of his old age in wilds of deepest maze.

Byron's Don Juan, VIII., l.xi.

They settled upon the Little Osage in 1799, and the following year explored the head waters of the Ar-

kansas. At the age of eighty years, accompanied by only two men (one white and the other black), he

made a hunting excursion to the great Osage, where they trapped many beavers and other game. At

about that time (1812), Boone addressed a memorial to the Legislature of Kentuck}', setting forth that he

owned not an acre of ground on the face of the earth, and, at the age of fourscore, had nowhere to lay his

bones. He asked for a confirmation of his title to land^ in Louisiana, given him by the Spanish govern-

ment in 1794, before that territory was ceded to the United States. The Legislature instructed Iheir del-

egates in Congress to solicit a confirmation of this grant, and two thousand acres were .secured to him.

He died on the twenty-sixth of September, 1820. at the age of almost ninety years. On that occasion, the

Legislature of Missouri, then in session, agreed to wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days, as a

token of respect. The grave of Boone is by the side of that of his wife, in the Cemetery at Frankfort,

Kentucky, but no stone identifies it to the eye of a stranger.

^ The reader, desirous of possessing minute information respecting this exciting portion of our early his-

tory, will be amply rewarded by a perusal of " Kentucky, its History, Antiquities, and Biography,'^ an ex-

cellent work of nearly six hundred large octavo pages, with forty engravings, by Lewis Collins of Louis-

ville, Kentucky.
^ This sketch is from a drawing by Colonel Henderson, and published in Collin's Historical Collections of

Kentucky, page 417. It was composed of a number of log-houses disposed in the form of an oblong square.

Those at each corner, intended particularly for block-houses, were larger and stronger than the others. The

leno-th of the fort was about two hundred and fifty feet, and the width about one hundred and fifty feet.

^Betsey and Frances Calloway, the youngest about thirteen years of age, were the companions of Miss
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Construction of other Forts. Indian Assaults. Expedition against the Kentucky Settlementstr George Rogers Clarke.

built. Early in 1776, Colonel Benjamin Loofan, and a small party of settlers, encamped

about a mile west of the present town of Stanford, in Lincoln county, and erected a log for-

tification, M'hich they called Logan's Fort. These two settlements and Boone's Fort Avere

simultaneously attacked by a large party of Lidians on the fifteenth of April, 1777. The

assailants, having neither artillery nor scaling-ladders, made hut little impression upon

Boonsborough. A few men of the garrison were killed, and a quantity of corn and cattle

belonging to the settlers was destroyed. Many of the assailants were killed.

On the fourth of July following, about two hundred warriors attacked Boonsborough with

great vigor. The assailants were repulsed with the loss of seven of their number, while the

garrison had but one man killed, and two wounded. The siege lasted two days and nights.

On the ninth of September, 1778, a third attack was made upon Boonsborough. The In-

dians, five hundred in number, were led by Captain Duquesne, and other skillful Canadian

officers. When the enemy appeared in front of the fort, the British flag was displayed, and

a formal demand for the surrender of the fortress was made. Boone requested an allowance

of two days for consideration. It was granted, and in the mean while the garrison, consist-

ing of only fifty men, prepared for a vigorous defense. Boone assembled the defenders, and

set before them the actual state of things. To surrender might insure them their lives, but

they would lose all their property ; to resist and be overcome, would result in the death of

every man, woman, and child. Every one res-

olutely determined lo defend the fort to the last,

and this decision Boone communicated to Cap-

tain Duquesne. The Canadian was chagrined,

and sought to obtain by stratagem what he feared

he might not accomplish by force.' The siege

Avas commenced, and lasted nine days, when the

assailants, having lost many of their number, and

unable to make any impression on the fort, re-

treated suddenly and in great confusion. This

was the last time that Boonsborough was as-

sailed, for the garrisons of other forts between it

and the Ohio were rapidly augmenting in num-

bers and strength, and made it dangerous for the

enemy to penetrate far into Kentucky.

With the single e.vception of Dunmore's ex-

pedition in 1774, hostilities west of the Allegha-

nies were nothing but a series of border

conflicts, each little party acting upon its

own responsibility, until 1778, when Major

George Rogers Clarke led a regular expedi-

tion against the frontier posts of the enemy

in the wilderness. Clarke first went to

Kentucky in 1775, when he paddled down
the Ohio with the Reverend David Jones,

Boone on that occasion. Their screams alarmed the people in the fort. It was just at sunset when the

Indians carried ofl" their victims. Boone and seven others started in pursuit. The next day they came up
with the savaiifes, forty-tive miles distant from Boonsborough, furiously attacked them, and rescued the girls,

who had received no farther injury than that produced by the effect of excessive fright.

' Duquesne, professing great humanity, proposed to Boone to send out nine of the principal men of his

garrison to treat for an accommodation, the entire safety of the people within the fort being the basis. Un-

suspicious of treachery, Boone and eight others went out to the camp of the enemy. While eno-aged in

council, at a concerted signal, two stronir warriors for each man attempted to sieze and carry off the dele-

gation. The whole nine succeeded in releasing themselves, and escaping to the fort amid a shower of

bullets from the enemy. Only one man was wounded. The siege immediately commenced.
* George Rogers Clarke was born in Albermarle county, Virginia, on the nineteenth of November, 1752
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Clarke's Explorations in the Wilderness. Expeditions against British Forts. Simon Kenton.

then on his way to preach the Gospel to the Western Indians. He was at once impressed with
the importance of that fertile region, and the necessity of making it a secure place for settle-

ments. His nynd was clear and comprehensive ; his personal courage of the truest stamp
;

his energies, physical and mental, always vigorous, and he soon became an oracle among the

backwoodsmen. During the years 1775 and 1776, he traversed vast regions of the wil-

derness south of the Ohio, studied the character of the Indians chiefly from the observations

of others, and sought to discover a plan by which a tide of emigration might flow uncheck-

ed and secure into that paradise of the continent. He soon became convinced that the

British garrisons at Detroit, Kaskaskia, and Vincennes, M'ere the nests of those vultures

who preyed upon the feeble settlements of the west, and deluged the virgin soil with the

blood of the pioneers. Virginia, to which province this rich wilderness belonged, was at

that time bending all her energies in advancing the cause of independence within her bor-

ders east of the Alleghanies, and the settlers west of the mountains were left to their own
defense. Major Clarke, convinced of the necessity of reducing the hostile forts in the Ohio
country, submitted a plan for the purpose to the Virginia Legislature, in December, 1777.

His scheme was highly approved, and Governor Hen-
ry and his council were so warmly interested, that

all the preliminary arrangements were soon made.

Major Clarke received two sets of instructions, one

public, ordering him to " proceed to the defense of

Kentucky," the other private, directing an attack

upon the British fort at Kaskaskia. Twelve hund-

red pounds were appropriated to defray the expenses

of the expedition ; and the commandant of Fort Pitt

was ordered to furnish Clarke with ammimition,

boats, and other necessary equipments. His force

consisted of only four companies, but they were all

prime men. Early in the spring^ they ren-

dezvoused upon Corn Island, at the Falls of

the Ohio, six hundred and seven miles by water, be-

low Fort Pitt. Here Clarke was joined by Simon

Kenton, one of the boldest pioneers of the west,

/^ then a young man of twenty-two years. He

J had been acting as a spy for two years previ-

I ously ; henceforth he was engaged in a more

honorable, but not more useful service.

little is known of his early youth. He was enn-agetl in land surveying, and this led him to love a forest

life. He commanded a conjpaiiy in Dunmore's army in 1774, and then first became acquainted with the

country west of the Alleghanies. In 1775 he first went to Kentucky, and, while there, he was placed in

temporary command of armed settlers. His subsecjuent military career, until the close of the Revolution,

is given in the text. Three 3-ears after the conclusion of the war (1786), Clarke commanded an expedi-

tion of one thousand men against the Indians on (he Wabash. It was disastrous. Several years al'terward,

Genet, the French minister, undertook to raise and ortjanize a force in Kentucky, for a secret expedition

against. the Spaniards on the JNIississippi, and General Clarke accepted a commission as major general in

the armies of France, to conduct the enterprise. Before it could be matured. Genet was recalled, and

Clarke's commission annulled. General Clarke never appeared in public life afterward. After suflering

for many years from a rheumatic affection, he was prostrated by paralysis, and died near Louisville, in Feb-

ruarv, 1818, at the age of sixty-six.

' Simon Kenton was born in Fauquier county, Virginia, IMav 15th, 1755. His father was a native of

Ireland ; his mother came from Scotland. He fled to the wilderness at the age of sixteen, on account of an

affray with a young man who had married his affianced. Believing he had killed his rival in a fist fight,

he went over the Alleghanies, and became a noble pioneer in the march of western civilization. At Fort

Pitt he formed an intimacy with Simon Girtv, ihe desperate renegade in after years, and his daih* compan-
ions were trappers and hunters. He was an active spy for Governor Dunmore in 1774, and after that he

had many encounters with the sons of the forest in their native wilds. He became a companion of Boone,

and with him and his co-laborers arrested Kain-tuck-ee from the red men. He joined Major Clarke at the
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From Corn Island' they proceeded in boats to the mouth of the Tennessee River, and

landed upon the site of Padiioah. There they met a party of hunters from Kaskaskia and

obtained valuable information. They reported that M. Rocheblave, commander of the gar-

rison at Kaskaskia, vv'as an exceedingly vigilant officer, and kept spies continually on the

alert to discover the approach of Kentuckians. The hunters believed that a surprise might

be effected, and they offered to accompany the expedition as guides. Their services were

accepted, and the expedition having dropped down the Ohio to a proper point on the Illi-

nois shore, and concealed their boats, commenced their march through the wilderness to

Kaskaskia.^ They arrived in the vicinity of the town toward the evening of the fourth of

July, a where they remained until dark, unperceived by any of the people. Before

midnight the town and garrison were in possession of the Kentuckians. Philip Roche-

blave, the British commander, was surprised in bed, like Delaplace at Ticonderoga. His

wife, whom the polite Kentuckians would not disturb, secured or destroyed most of his pa-

pers. The rest of his papers, which revealed the fact that the British were stimulating the

Indians to hostilities, were sent, with the commandant himself, to Williamsburg, in Virginia.

It was a bloodless conquest, and in the course of a few days the prudent policy of Clarke

secured the respect of the French people, and they accepted the government of Virginia

with satisfaction.

About sixty miles further up the Mississippi was Cahokia, a village coeval in settlement

with Kaskaskia. It was a place of considerable trade, and a depository of British arms for

distribution among the Indians. Clarke dispatched Captain Joseph Bowman with a little

Fall§ of the Ohio in 1778, and after the surprise of Kaskaskia he returned to Boonsboroiigh. Toward the

olose of that year he was captured by the Indians, and finally became a prison laborer in the hands of the

Briti.'^h at Detroit. Aided by a trader's wife, he escaped in company with two I'ellow-prisoners, the re-

nowned Captain Bullitt and Lieutenant Coffee, and arrived at the Falls in July, 1779. Kenton subse-

quently joined Clarke in his expeditions. It was in 1782 when he heard that he had not killed his rival

in love, and that his old father still lived. He went to Virginia, and, alter spending some time among the

friends of his early youth, he returned to Kentucky, taking his father and family with him. On the way
the old man died; the remainder of the family reached Kenton's settlement in .safety. From that period,

until Wayne's expedition in 1793, Kenton was much engaged in Indian warfare.

Poor Simon Kenton experienced the bitter eflbcts of wrong, ingratitude, and neglect. On account of

some legal matters concerning his lands in Kentucky, he was imprisoned for twelve months upon the very

spot where he built his cabin in 1775. In 1802, beggared by lawsuits and losses, he became landless. Yet
he never murmured at the ingratitude which pressed him down, and in 1813 the veteran joined the Ken-
tucky troops under Shelby, and was in the battle of the Thames. In 1824, then seventy years old, he
journeyed to Franklbrt, in tattered garments and upon a miserable horse, to ask the Legislature of Ken-
tucky to release the claims of the state upon some of his mountain lands. He was stared at by the boys,

and shunned by the citizens, for none knew him. At length General Thomas Fletcher recognized him,

gave him a new suit of clothes, and entertained him kindly. When it was known that Simon Kenton was
in town, scores flocked to see the old hero. He was taken to the Capitol and seated in the speaker's chair.

His lands were released, and afterward Congress gave him a pension of two hundred and fort}' dollars a
year. He died, at the age of eighty-one years, in 1836, at his residence at the head of JNlad River, Lorran

county, Ohio, in sight of the place where, fifty-eight years before, the Indians were about to put him to death.
' The city of Louisville is at the Falls or Rapids of the Ohio. The rapids, formed by a dike of lime-

stone stretching across the river, extend about two miles. Captain Bullitt, 'of Virginia, a brave officer,

who accompanied Washington in his expedition against Fort Duquesne, visited this spot in 1773, and, it is

said, laid out the city there, on the south side of the river. But no settlement was made until 1778, when
a small number of families accompanied JNIr. Clarke down the Ohio, and were left by him upon Corn Island.

In the autumn they moved to the main land, built a block-house of logs, and thus founded Louisville, now
(18.51) a city and port of entry, with a population of 50,000, In 1780, the Virginia Leoislature passed an
act for establishing the town of Louisville, the name being given in honor of Louis XVI. of France, then
lending his aid to the Americans. A stronger fort was built there in 1782, and was called Fort Nelson,

in honor of Governor Thomas Nelson, of Virginia. For several years the settlement was harassed by the

Indians, but it soon became too strong to fear them. The commerce of Louisville began in 1 783, when
Daniel Broadhead took goods from Philadelphia and exposed them for sale there.

—

Collins, page 360.
* Kaskaskia, the present capital of Randolph county, Illinois, is situated on the west side of Kaska.skia

River, seven miles from its junction with the Mississippi. It was settled by some French Jesuits about
1683, and was one of the towns which went into the possession of the British by the treaty of 1763, at the'

conclusion of the Seven Years'' War. It then contained about one hundred families, and that was about the

amount of its population at the time of Clarke's expedition.
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Surprise of Cahokia. Capture of Vincennes. Its Loss and Recapture. Terrible March over the "Drowned Lands."

less than two companies, a to reduce that post, and also to capture two other small

" ^^^'
towns. Several inhabitants of Kaskaskia gladly accompanied them. The expe-

dition was successful at the small towns, and reached Cahokia unobserved. The surprise

was complete. The inhabitants were greatly alarmed ; but when the Kaskaskia people ex-

plained the whole matter, the fears of the people were changed to emotions of joy, and the

American flag was saluted with three hearty huzzas. They took the oath of allegiance,

and the conquest was thorough. The region thus brought under the sway of Virginia was

erected into a county, and named Illinois.

The stronger and more important post of Vincennes' was yet unsubdued, and Clarke felt

that the object of his mission would be but half accomplished if he did not gain possession

of that place. It was necessary to garrison Kaskaskia and Cahokia, in order to retain

them, and to do this would so weaken his little army that he could scarcely hope for vic-

tory in an attack upon Vincennes, unless he should be as successful in eflecting a surprise

as he had in capturing the posts already in his possession. While thus perplexed, and

doubting what course to pursue, he communicated his desires to Father Gibault, a French

priest, who agreed to endeavor to bring those inhabitants of Vincennes, over whom he had

pastoral charge, to the support of the American cause. The influence of the priest was

successful ; the inhabitants arose in the night and cast ofi" their allegiance to the British,

expelled the garrison from the fort, and pulled down the English standard
uAug., 1//

. rpj^g American flag floated in triumph over the ramparts in the morning. *^

Major Clarke, just promoted to colonel by the Virginia authorities, now applied himself

to the pacification of the Indian tribes. His reputation as a warrior was great among them,

and, as the qualities of a hero inspires the Indian with respect, his influence was also great.

He was a successful negotiator, and the prejudices of many of the tribes against the provin-

cials were subdued. While thus engaged, he received no news from Vincennes, and he. be-

gan to have fears for its safety. On the twenty-ninth of January, 177 9, he received intel-

ligence that Governor Hamilton had marched an expedition against that place, from Detroit,

nearly a month previou.sly, and that the town was again in possession of the enemy. He'

was also informed that another and more formidable expediti&n was to be sent out in the

spring to recapture Kaskaskia, and to assail the various posts on the Kentucky frontier.

With his usual promptness and energy. Colonel Clarke prepared to anticipate the enemy,

and strike the first blow. He planned an expedition against Vincennes, and on the seventh

of Februaryc commenced his march through the wilderness, with one hundred and
"^ ' seventy-five men. He had previously dispatched Captain Rogers and forty men,

two four-pounders, and a boat, with orders to force their way up the Wabash to a point

near the mouth of White Pviver, and there wait for further orders. For a whole week

Colonel Clarke's party traversed the droM'ned lands of Illinois, sufiering every privation from

wet, cold, and hunger. When they arrived at the Little Wabash, at a point where the

forks of the stream are three miles apart, they found the intervening space covered with

water to the depth of three feet. The points of dry land were five miles apart, and all that

distance those hardy soldiers waded the cold snow-flood, sometimes armpit deep ! On the

evening of the eighteenth, d they halted a little distance from the mouth of Em-
'^ ' '"

barrass Creek, and so near Vincennes that they could hear the booming of the

evening gun. Here they encamped for the night, and the next morning at dawn, with

their faces blackened with gunpowder to make themselves appear hideous, they crossed the

river in a boat they had secured, and pushed on through the floods toward the town.

Just as they reached dry land, in sight of Vincennes, they captured a resident, and sent him

into the town with a letter demanding the immediate surrender of the place and fort. The

people, taken by surprise, were greatly alarmed, and believed the expedition to be from Ken-

tucky, composed of the fierce uul strong of that advancing commonwealth. Had artned

men dropped in their midst from the clouds, they could not have been more astonished, for it

1 Vincennes is tlie capital of Knox county, Indiana. It is situated on the east bank of the Wabash River,

one hundred miles above its entrance into the Ohio. A French trL'alinfr post \va.s established there ia 1730.



OF THE REVOLUTION. 497

Colonel Hamilton made Prisoner. Detroit. Tory Emissaries. Dr. Connolly. Official Tampering with the Indians.

seemed impossible for this little band to have traversed the deluged country. The people

were disposed to comply with the demand, but Governor Hamilton, who commanded the

garrison in person, would not allow it. A siege commenced, and for i'ourteen hours a furi-

ous conflict continued. The next day the town and fort were surrendered, and the garrison

were made prisoners of war.' The stars and stripes took the place of the red cross of St.

George
;
a round of thirteen guns proclaimed the victory, and that night the exhausted

troops of Colonel Clarke reposed in comlbrt.

While Boone and his companions were beating back the Indians from the Kentucky
frontier, and Colonel Clarke was prosecuting his conquests and establishing the American
power over the more westerly posts, Detroit was a position toward which the Continental

Congress, and the Assemblies of Pennsylvania and Virginia, looked with anxiety, for it was
the focal point of British influence over the Western Indians, and the rendezvous for expe-

ditions against the frontier settlements. Colonel Hamilton, the commandant at that post,

was actively engaged, from the commencement of the war, in winning the Indians over to

the British interest, and in organizing parties to go out upon the war-path for blood and
spoil. Among his most active emissaries were three Tories—Girty, M'Kee, and Elliot,

Avhom I have alluded to on page 264, of the first volume of this work. Governor Dun-
more, too, was implicated, as early as the summer of 1775, in the nefarious business of ex-

citing the Indian tribes to fall upon the white settlements on the frontiers of his province,

hoping thereby to weaken the powers and resources of the people, then engaged in their

struggle for independence. The capture of Connolly, his chief agent in the business, ex-

posed the whole plot, and made the Continental Congress more vigilant, as well as more de-

termined.^ General Gage also appears to have been concerned in the measure, and there

can not be a doubt that the representatives of royalty in British America were secretly en-

gaged, after the battle of Bunker Hill, in a grand scheme for uniting the various Indian

tribes, and bringing them down upon the white people with the desolating fury of a tornado

The fidelity of some of the Indian chiefs impeded the consummation of the plan until coun-

tervailing measures were taken by Congress, and the darling project of Dunmore and his

associates was frustrated.

Simon Girty, who with Elliot and M'Kee had been confined by the patriots at Pitts-

burgh, burned with a spirit of revenge. He collected about four hundred Indian warriors

at Sandusky, in the summer of 1777, and marched toward Limestone (now Maysville), on
the Kentucky frontier. Fort Henry,' a small establishment near the mouth of Wheeling
Creek (now Wheeling), was garrisoned by about forty men, under the command of Colonel

Sheppard. The movements of Girty were known at that post, and scouts were kept on the

' Governor Hamilton and several of his chief officers were sent to Williamsburg, in Virginia, where, on
account of their having incited the Indians to their cruel deeds, they were confined in jail, and heavily iron-

ed. Governor Jeflerson used his influence in favor of relieving them of this rigorous treatment. He was
successful, and Hamilton and his associates were allowed to go to New York on parole.

- John Connolly was a physician, and resided at Pittsburgh, where he and Washington became acquaint
ed. At the connnencement of the war he took sides with Dunmore, and doubtless s'uggested to the gov-
ernor the plan of arousing and combining the Indian tribes ajrainst the coloni.sts. He visited General Gao-e
in the autumn of 1775, and ten days after his return to Williamsburg, in Virginia, he lelt Dunmore and de-
parted for the Ohio country with two companions, Allen Cameron, and Dr. John Smythe. Near Hao-ers-
town, in Maryland, they were stopped as suspicious characters, and taken back to Fredeiickton. Connol-
ly's papers were concealed in the tree of his saddle. They revealed the whole nefarious plot. It appeared
that Connolly had received from Dunmore the appointment of colonel, and was to raise a regiment in the
western country and Canada. Detroit was to be his place of rendezvous, from whence, as soon as his forces
could be collected, he was to enter Virginia, march to Alexandria in the spring, and there meet Lord Dun-
more with a naval armament and another body of troops. Connolly and his papers were sent to Philadel-
phia

;
the first was placed in the cu.stody of the jailer, the latter in that of Congre.ss. Connolly was after-

ward a prisoner in Baltimore, and he was left in durance until about the close of the war.
^ This fort was erected in 1774, during Dunmore's campaign, as a place of refuge. It was first called

Fort Fincastle
;
afterward its name was changed to Henry, in compliment to the great Virginia orator

The fort stood on the south branch of the Ohio, about a quarter of a mile below the mouth of Wheeling
Creek.
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alert. Girty's design seemed to be to cross the Ohio and attack the Kentucky frontier
;

but, with dextrous caution, he pushed up the river, and, undiscovered by Sheppard's scouts,

he appeared before Fort Henry vi'ith his fierce followers, early on the morning of the twenty-

sixth of September. Fortunately for the settlers of Wheeling, then a scattered village of

about twenty-five log-huts, they had intimations of savages being near on the evening pre-

vious, and all had taken refuge in the fort.

The first attack was made upon a reconnoitering party under Captain Mason. The In-

dians were ambushed, and fell upon the little band without a moment's warning. More

than one half of them perished. Captain Ogle, with twelve men, sallied out to the assist-

ance of Mason, and only four of his company escaped. Bullet and tomahawk cut them

down, and the garrison was thus reduced to only twelve men and youths, among whom
Colonel Sheppard, and Ebenezer and Silas Zane, were the most prominent.' The women

and children of the little settlement were within the pickets, overwhelmed with grief and

fear, and all hope for the salvation of the fort and its inmates faded away. At that critical

moment, Simon Girty appeared with a vi'hite flag, and demanded the unconditional surren-

der of the fort. Although the assailants outnumbered the garrison forty- fold, the beleaguer-

ed resolved to resist, and Colonel Sheppard promptly told the scoundrel that it should never

be surrendered to liim, nor to any other man, while there was an American left to defend

it. Girty was enraged, and immediately ordered a siege The Indians entered the log-

houses near the fort for protection, and lor six hours they kept up an ineflectual fire against

the pickets (for they had no artillery), while the sharp-shooters within seldom sent a bullet

upon a fruitless errand of death. At meridian the Indians fell back to the base of Wheel-

ing Hill, and the firing ceased. This season of quiet was employed by the garrison in a

bold attempt to bring some powder into the fort, for their ammunition was almost exhausted.

This feat was accomplished by an intrepid young woman, a sister of the Zanes.^

' Ebenezer Zane became the rounder of Zanesville, in Ohio, twenty years afterward.

'^ Elizabeth Zane was the sister of Ebenezer and Silas Zane. She had just returned from Philadelphia,

where she had completed her education, and was but little accustomed to the horrors of border warfare.

With other females in the fort, she assisted in casting bullets, making cartridges, and loading rifles. When

the powder in the fort was exhausted, Ebenezer Zane remembered that there was a keg of the article in

his house, sixty yards distant from the fort. The man who should attempt to go for it would be exposed

to the close and numerous shots of the Indians. Only one man for the service could be spared from the

fort. Colonel Sheppard was unwilling to order any one to the duty
;
he asked for a volunteer. Every inan

present eagerly oflered to undertake the hazardous duty. They contended so long for the honor, that it

was lenredtha't the Indians would return to the siege before an attempt to get the powder should be made.

At this moment Elizabeth Zane caine forward and asked permission to go for the powder, giving as a rea-

son that her life was of less value to the garrison than that of a man. At first she was peremptorily re-

fused, but so earnest were her solicitations, that consent was reluctantly given. She went out the gate,

and fearlessly passed the open space to her brother's house. The Indians saw her, and watched her move-

ments. When she came out of the house, and, with the keg of powder in her arms, sped with the fleetness •

of a fawn toward the fort, they sent a full volley of bullets after her, but not a ball touched her person.

The shield of God's providence was about her, and the noble girl entered the fort in safety with her valu-

able prize. A loud shout welcomed her, and every man, inspired by her heroism, resolved to repulse the

foe or die in the trench. Elizabeth Zane was twice married. The name of her first husband was

M'Lauijhlin ; of the second, Clarke. She resided on the Ohio side of the river, near Wheeling, until with-

in the last ten years. The story of Elizabeth Zane ought to be perpetuated in marble, and preserved in

the Valhalla of our Revolutionary heroes.

The history of our Western States is full of the chronicles of heroic women, who boldly battled with the

privations incident to new settlements, or engaged in actual conflicts with the Indian tribes upon lands

which the white men wrongfully invaded. Elizabeth Zane was a type of the moral, and I\Irs. JNIerrill of

the physical heroines of that day. During the summer of 1787, the house of John ]Merrill, in Nelson county,

Kentucky, was attacked by a party of Indians. It was midnight when the approach of the savages was an-

nounced by the barking of a dog. Mr. Merrill opened the door to ascertain the cause of the disturbance,

when he received the fire of five or six rifles, and his thigh and arm were broken. He fell, and called

to his wife to close the door. She was an Amazon in strength and courage, and seizing an ax for de-

fense, closed the door just as several Indians approached with tomahawks. They soon made a breach and

attempted to enter. Mrs. Merrill killed or l)adly wounded four of them with the ax, and maintained her

post. The Indians ascended the roof, and essayed to enter the house by the broad chimney. Mrs. Merrill

seized her only feather-bed, ripped it open, and cast the contents upon the fire. The suffocating smoke
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The assailants renewed the attack at half past two o'clock. Again the}' took possession

of the cabins near the fort, and were thus covered from the fire of the Republicans. They
also attempted to force the gate of the fort, but were obliged to abandon it after six of their

number were shot down. Still they eagerly sought to secure their prey within. Approach-
ing darkness did not end the conflict. The Indians converted a hollow maple log into a

field piece, and after dark conveyed it within sixty yards of the fort. It was bound with

chains, filled to the muzzle with stones, pieces of iron, and other missiles, and discharged

against the gates of the fort. The log burst into a thousand fragments, and its projectiles

were scattered in all directions. Several Indians were killed, but not a picket of the fort

was injured. This failure of their artillei-y discouraged the assailants, and the conflict ceased

for the night. At four o'clock in the morning, a Colonel Swearingen and four^ a Sopt. 28,

teen men arrived, and fought their way into the fort without losing a man ; and ^^''^•

at daybreak Major M-Culloch arrived with forty mounted men. His followers entered the

ibrt in sai'ety, but he, being separated from his companions, was obliged to flee to the open
country. He narrowly escaped falling into the hands of the Indians, who thirsted for his

blood, for he was their most skillful enemy. They hated him intensely, and yearned to sub-

ject him to their keenest tortures.'

Girty and his fellow-savages abandoned all hope of capturing the fort, after this augment-
ation of the garrison, and, setting fire to the houses and fences outside of the palisades, and
killing about three hundred head of cattle belonging to the settlers, they raised the siege and
departed ibr the wilderness.^ Not a man of the garrison was lost during the siege ; tvi'enty-

three of the forty-two in the fort were slain at the first attack, before the siege commenced.
The loss of the enemy was between sixty and one hundred.' The delense of Fort Henry
was one of the most remarkable for courage, on record, and deserves far more prominence
in the catalogue of battles Ibr independence than has generally been awarded to it by histo-

rians.

Early in 1778, Congress sent three commissioners to Pitlsbmgh to make observations,

and determine the importance of Detroit as a place of rendezvous for the hostile tribes.

They reported the activity of the commander, and his inflLience among the Indians, and
represented the necessity of sending an expedition against that post immediately. Congress

resolved to do so, but the financial embarrassments of the government, then fearfully in-

creasing, rendered an expedition so expensive quite incompatible. The design was reluct-

antly abandoned,* and in lieu thereof General Lachlin M'Intosh, then commandinof the

western department, was ordered to march from Fort Pitt (his head-cpiarters), with a suflr-

cient force, against the principal Indian towns in the Ohio country, and so to chastise them

hrought two of the .savages down almost insensible. These she dispatched with the ax. The only re-
maining savage now tried to force his way in through the door. Aero.ss his cheek Mrs. Merrill drew the
keen blade of the ax. With a horrid yell, he fled to the woods, and, arriving at Chillicothe, cave a terrible

account of the strength and fury of the " long knife squaw." I might fill pages with sinnlar recitals. For
snch records, see M'Clung's Sketches of Western Adventure.

' The Indians might have killed Major M'Culloch, but they determined to take him alive and torture
him. His horse was fleet, but the savages managed to hem him in on three sides, while on the fourth was
an almost perpendicular precipice of one hundred and fifty feet descent, with Wheeling Creek at its base.
He had the single alternative, surrender to the Indians, or leap the precipice. His horse was a powerful
animal. Gathering his reins tightly in his right hand, and grasping his rifle in his left, M-Culloeh spurred
his charger to the brow of the declivity and nuide the momentous leap. They reaidicd the foot of the blufl"

in safety, and the noble animal dashed through the creek, and bore his rider far away from his pursuers.
^ Simon Girty was the ofispring of crime. His father, a native of Ireland, and .settler in Pennsylvania,

was a sot
; his mother was a bawd. They had four sons

;
Simon was the second. With two brothers, he

was made a prisoner by the Indians at Braddock's defeat. His brother James was adopted by the Dela-
wares, and became the fiercest savage of the tribe; Simon was adopted by the Senccas, became a great
hunter, and exercised his innate wickedness to its fullest extent. For twenty years the nnme of Simon
Girty was a terror to the women and children of the Ohio country. He possessed the redeeming quality
of honesty in all his transactions. It was his earnest wish that he might die in battle. That wish was
gratified

;
he was kdled at Proctor's defeat in the battle of the Thames, on the fifth of October, 1813.

^ American Pioneer. » See Journals of Congress, iv., 245 and 305.
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as to insure their future quiet. As soon as spring opened, M'Zntosh descended the Ohio

River about thirty miles, and erected a fort at Beavertown, at the mouth of Beaver Creek,

to intercept the war parties on their marches toward the settlements, and to make effective

demonstrations against the savages when opportunities should occur.' After considerable de-

lay, he marched toward the Sandusky towns, on Sandusky Bay, with one thousand men.

Tha season was so far advanced when they reached the Tuscarawas, that General M'Intosh

thought it imprudent to advance farther. He built a fort about half a mile below the pres-

ent village of Bolivia, and named it Fort Laurens, in honor of the then president of Con-

gress, a Leaving a garrison of one hundred and fifty men under the command of

Colonel John Gibson (the embassador to poor Logan), he returned to Fort Pitt bar-

ren of the honors of an Indian fight.

On the first of June, 17S0, an expedition was sent out from Detroit, composed of six hund-

red Canadians and Indians under Colonel Byrd. They took with them six pieces of artil-

lery ; their destination was some of the stations upon the Licking F^iver, in Kentucky.

Colonel Byrd went up the Licking as far as the forks, where he landed his artillery, and

erected some huts upon the site of Falmouth. Gathering strength on his way, he marched

from the forks, with nearly one thousand men and his artillery, for Ruddell's Station, on the

south fork of the Licking, three miles below the junction of Hinkston and Stoner's branches

of that stream. The Kentucky stockades, all wanting cannons, were quite powerless before

the artillery of Colonel Byrd, and Captain Ruddell at once surrendered, after being assured

that the people within should not be made the prisoners of the Indians. When the gales

were opened, however, Byrd could not restrain his savage allies. They rushed in, and seiz-

ing men, women, and children promiscuously, claimed them as their own, and thus families

were separated during a long captivity. All the property was destroyed or carried away,

and the place was made a desolation. Elated with their success, the Indians proposed an

attack upon Martin's, Bryant's, and Lexington Stations, all lying between the Licking

and Kentucky Rivers. Colonel Byrd endeavored to dissuade them, for his humanity was

shocked by the scenes at Ruddell's. The chiefs finally consented to allow all future pris-

oners to be under the control of their commander. The army then proceeded to Martin's

Station, captured it without opposition, and, bearing away all the property found there, took

up its line of march toward the fork of the Licking, leaving Bryant's and Lexington un-

molested, except by marauding parties of Indians, who drove away many horses from each

place. The whole expedition returned to Detroit by the way of the Great Miami, on tho

banks of which, at the point where they commenced their land journey toward Detroit, they

concealed their artillery.

This incursion from Detroit aroused all the energies of Colonel Clarke. He visited Rich-

mond in December, b and urijed the Provincial Assembly to furnish him with means
b 1780. . ... . .

to chastise the enemy for his insolence. While there, Arnold invaded the state by

' Fort M'Intosh (as the redoubt was called) was erected under the general superintendence of the Chev-
alier De Cambray, a French engineer, who commanded the artillery in the western department. It was
built of strong stockades lurnished with bastions, and mounted one six-pounder. Cambray's chief officer

was Captain William Sommerville, conductor of the artillery, who, from letters from De Cambray to him
(co|iies of which are before me), appears to have been an officer of much merit.* He was In the conti-

nental service four years and a half (more than two of which as conductor of artillery, with the rank of

captain), when he resigned, and, at the close of the war, settled in the Valley of Virginia, in Berkeley

county, where he died about 1825. Like many of the subordinate officers of merit connected with the

artillery service of the Revolution, Captain Sommerville has not received the attention of the historian

How many patriots of that struggle lie in forgotten graves !

* Tlie following extract from a letter of instruction, sent by Colonel De Cambray to Captain Sommerville, and dated " Fort

Pitt, fith January, 1779," is a fair specimen of tliat officer's diction in Englisli :
" For the supplies necessary to your department

you are to apply to the quarter-master (Colonel Archibald Steele), and, in case of refusal, to form your complaint against them.

You must insist repeatedly for your store-house to be pnt in order, to secure the military stores, who, if continue to be neg-

lected, in three months more ought to be imtit for service. If you insist, you shall not be accountable of it, but the command
ing officer. If I did omit something, I leave to your discretion to supply it. 1 recommend to you once more the greatest care,

and to be very scrupulous on the orders of issuing, for to avoid, if possible, the bad eftects of the wasting genius who reign all

OT^T Ciis department."
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Colonel Clarke in Virginia. Made a Brigadier. Battle at the Blue Licks. The Indians subdued.

way of the James River, and Clarke took a temporary command under Baron Steuben.

He afterward succeeded in raising a considerable force for an expedition ajjainst Detroit, and
the corps destined for the service was ordered to rendezvous at the Falls of the Ohio (Lou-

isville), on the fifteenth of March. a Clarke was promoted to the rank of a briffa-... . . . . a 1781
dier, and joined his troops at the appointed time. Unexpected difficulties arose.

Cornwallis was menacing all Virginia with desolation ; the financial resources of Congress

were at their lowest point, and operations on the western frontier were confined to defensive

acts. Like a lion chained, Clarke beheld the British and their forest allies lording it over

the chosen country of the pioneers, who were without strength sufficient to drive them away,

or hardly able to beat them back when they came as assailants. Finally, the disastrous battle

at the Blue Licks, which spread a pall of gloom over Kentucky, aroused his desponding spirit,

and he raised a war-cry which awoke responsive echoes every where in that deep Ibrest

land.' That battle was fought in August, b and in September, General Clarke, at
^^ ^^^^ -,g

the head of" more than one thousand mounted riflemen, assembled at the mouth of ^^^~-

the Licking (opposite the present city of Cincinnati), crossed the Ohio, and pressed forward

to the Lidian towns on the Sciota. He was accompanied by Simon Kenton as pilot, and

who had command of a company on that occasion. The natives fled before the invaders

and escaped ; but five of their villages, and numerous corn-fields and orchards, were laid

waste. The Kentuckians returned to the mouth of the Licking on the fourth of November.''

This expedition had a salutary efi^ect ; it awed the savages, and no formidable Indian war
party ever afterward invaded Kentucky. For more than ten years subsequently, the Indians

on our northwestern frontier were troublesome, and it was not until Wayne and a

powerful force desolated their country, c and wrung from them a general treaty of

peace, d that they ceased their depredations. ''
^~^^-

Let us return from the "dark and bloody ground" west of the AUeghanies, and view

the progress of events at Williamsburg and vicinity.

* The battle at the Bine Licks, in Nicholas county, Kentucky, occurred on the nineteenth of August,

1782. For some time a strontr body of Lidians, partially under the control of Simon Girty, had committed
depredations in the neighborhood, and it was finally resolved to pursue and chastise them. Daniel Boone
with a party from Boonsborough, Trigg from Harrodsburcrh, and Todd from Lexington, joined their forces

at Bryant's Station, about five miles northeast of Lpxington. The little army consisted of one hundred and
eighty-two men. They marched on the eighteenth, notwithstanding the number of the enemy was nearly

twice their own, but expecting to be joined by General Logan, then at Lincoln, within twenty-four hours.

Early on the following morninir they came within sicjht of the enemy at the lower Blue Licks, who were
ascending the opposite bank of tlie stream. The Kentuckians held a council of war, and Boone proposed
waiting for the arrival of Logan. They were generally inclined to adopt the prudent council of the veter-

an, when Major M'Gary, impetuous and imprudent like Meeker before the fatal battle of Minisink, raised

a war-whoop, dashed with his horse into the stream, and, waving his hat, shouted, " Let all who are not cow-
ards follow me!" Instantly the mounted men and footmen were dashing through the strong current of a
deep ford in wild confusion. The}' ascended the bank and rushed forward in pursuit of the enemy, and, as

Boone had suggested, fell into an ambuscade. The Indians, concealed in bushy ravines, almost surrounded
the Kentuckians, who stood upon a bald elevation between. The Kentucky sharp-shooters fought like

tigers, but the Indians, greatly superior in numbers, came up from the ravines, closed in upon their victims,

and produced terrible slaughter. Most of the Kentucky leaders, including a son of Daniel Boone, were
killed, and utter destruction seemed to await the pioneers. It was soon perceived that the Indians were
extending their line to cut off the retreat of the Kentuckians. A retrograde movement was immediately
ordered. A tumultuous retreat ensued, and great was the slaughter bv the pursuing Indians. The mount-
ed men escaped, but nearly every man on loot was slain. A large number were killed at the ford, and the

waters of the river were reddened with the blood of the victims. Those who succeeded in crossing the

river plunged into the buffalo thickets, and by various routes escaped to Bryant's Station.—See JSLClung's

Sketches of Wcstc7-n Adventure.
^ It was while the expedition was slowly winding its way down this hill above Cincinnati (then an un-

known name, now a city with almost 120,000 inhabitants), that Captain M'Cracken, then dying from the

effects of a wound in his arm, proposed that they should all enter into an agreement that, fifty years

thereafter, the survivors should " meet there and talk over the afl'airs of the campaign." On the fourth of

November, 1832, many of those veterans met in Cincinnati, and more would doubtless have been there, had
not the ravages of the cholera prevented. Kenton was still living, but debility prevented his joining his old

companions in arras.—See Collins's Kentucky.
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Affairs at Williamsburg. Patrick Henry's bold Resolutions in favor of Military Preparations. His eloquent Defense of them.

We left Governor Dunmore and the Virginia House of Burjresses in open rupture. The
governor had dissolved them, and they had assembled at the Raleigh tavern in convention,

and appointed delegates to represent Virginia in the approaching General Congress. That

Congress met ; its acts have elsewhere been noticed in detail.' The breach between the

governor and the people continued to widen ; the afl'airs of Great Britain and her American

colonies rapidly ajjproached a crisis. Every day the power of royal governors became weak-

er ; every day the representatives of the people became bolder. To sagacious minds war
appeared inevitable, and preparations for it were regarded as acts of common prudence.

In the Virginia Legislature, convened at Richmond in March, 1775, Patrick Henry, in a

series of resolutions, recommended a levy of volunteer troops in each county, for the better

defense of the country ; in other words, a standing army of minute-men, pledged to the re-

publican cause. He had seen with impatience the temporizing spirit of his colleagues, and

he determined to test their courage and patriotism by a bold proposition in the form of res-

olutions. Like his famous Stamp Act resolutions ten years before, these filled the House

with consternation. His proposition was considered as premeditated rebellion, and it was

opposed as rash and premature by several who afterward became his most zealous co-work-

ers. Opposition aroused all the fire of Henry's genius, and he poured forth a flood of brill-

aMarch23 ^^"* eloquence, such as the Virginia Assembly had never heard. a He closed his

^''5- speech with a loud cry of " Give me Liberty or give i\ie Death I" and when
he sat down, not a murmur of applause or of disapprobation was heard.'' " After the trance

' See pages 265-270 inclusive.

^ Mr. Wirt, in his lil'e of Patrick Henry, gives the following report of his speech on that occasion. Re-
ferring to the apparently gracious manner in which the king had received their petitions, he exclaimed :

" SuHer not yourselves to be betrayed by a kiss. Ask yourselves how this gracious reception comports

with those warlike preparations which cover our waters and darken our land. Are fleets and armies nec-

essary to a work of love and reconciliation? Have we shown ourselves so unwilling to be reconciled, thai

force must bo called in to win us back to our love ? Let us not deceive ourselves, sir ! These are the

implements of war and subjugation ; the last arguments to which kings resort. I ask, gentlemen, what
means this martial array, if its purpose be not to force us to submission? Has Great Britain any enemy
in this quarter of the world, to call for all this accumulation of armies and navies? No, sir, she has none.

They are meant for us; they can be meant for no otlier. Thev are sent over to bind and rivet upon us

those chains which the British ministry have been so long forging. And what have we to oppose them?
Shall we try argument? Sir, we have been trying argument for the last ten years We have peti-

tioned
;
we have supplicated

; we have prostrated ourselves before the throne, and have implored its inter-

position to arrest the tyrannical hands of the ministry and Parliament. Our petitions have been slighted :

our remonstrances have produced additional violence and insult ; our supplications have been disregarded
;

and we have been spurned with contempt from the foot of the throne. In vain, after these things, may we
indulge the fond hope of reconciliation. There is no longer any room for hope. If we wish to be free :

if we wish to preserve inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have been so long contending :

if we inean not basely to abandon the noble struggle \n which we have been so long engaged, and which
we have pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glorious object of our contest shall be obtained, we
mu-st fight ! I repeat it, sir, we must fight ! An appeal to arms and to the God of hosts is all that is left us.

" They tell us, sir, that we are weak—unable to cope with so formidable an enemy. But when shall we
be stronger? Will it be next week, or next year? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and when
a British guard shall be stationed in every house? Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction?

Shall we actjuire the means of effectual resistance by lying supinely on our backs, and hugging the delu-

sive phantoin of hope, until our enemies shall have bound us hand and foot ? Sir, we are not weak, if we
make a proper use of those means which the God of nature hath placed in our power. Three millions of

people, armed in the holy cause of Libert}', and in such a country as that which we possess, are invincible

by any I'orce which our enemy can send against us. Besides, sir, we shall not tight our battles alone.

There is a just God who presides over the destinies of nations, and who will raise up friends to fight our

battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone ; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave. And
again, we have no election. If we were base enough to desire it, it is now too late to retire from the con-

test.* There is no retreat but in submission and slavery ! Our chains are forged ! Their clanking may
be heard on the plains of Boston ! The war is inevitable ! and let it come ! ! I repeat it, sir, let it come ! ! .'

It is vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry peace, peace
;
but there is no peace ! The

* The boldness of Mr. Henry, and the great influence which he exerted, caused him to be presented to the British govern-

ment in a bill of attainder. His name, with that of Thomas Jefferson, Peyton Randolph, John Adams, Samuel Adams, Jolm
Hancock, and several others, were on that black list.
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Effect of Henry's Speech. Seizure of Powder by Duninore. Patrick Henry with a Military Force. A Compromise.

of a moment," says Wirt, "several members started from their seats. The cry to arms!
seemed to quiver on every lip, and gleam from every eye. Ptiohard Henry Lee arose, and

supported Mr. Henry with his usual spirit and eloquence, but his melody was lost amid the

agitations of that ocean which the master spirit of the storm had lifted on high. That su-

pernatural voice still sounded in their ears, and shivered along their arteries. They heard,

in every pause, the cry of Liberty or Death I They became impatient of speech—their

souls were on fire for action." The resolutions were adopted by a large majority.

During the spring of 1775, secret orders came from the British ministry to the royal gov-

ernors to remove the military stores out of the reach of the colonists, if there should appear

symptoms of rebellion. The attempt by Governor Gage, of Boston, to execute their
^ ^ j, ^g

orders, produced the conflicts at Lexington and Concord ;a and a similar attempt ^''^=-

made by Governor Dunmore, on the very next day,b brought the Virginians out in ''April 20.

open rebellion. The British man-of-war Magdalen, Captain Collins, was lying at anchor

in the York River, a little below Williamsburg, and at midnight Dunmore had the powder

in the old magazine* secretly removed to that vessel. The movement was discovered, and

at dawn the minute-men of Williamsburg assembled, with their arms, and were with dif-

ficulty restrained from seizing the governor. The people also assembled, and sent a re-

spectful remonstrance to Dunmore, complaining of the act as specially wrong at that time,

Avhen a servile insurrection was apprehended. Dunmore made an evasive reply. He pre-

tended that he fi^ared a slave insurrection in a neighboring county, and said that in case a

rising of the negroes in James City county should occur, the powder should be restored.

His reply was quite unsatisfactory, and the people demanded the immediate surrender of the

iimmunition. Patrick Henry was then at his home in Hanover county. When intelli-

gence of the movement reached him, he assembled a corps of volunteers at New Castle,'

and marched immediately for the Capitol to secure the treasury from a like outrage, and to

procure a restoration of the powder. His corps augmented on its march, and immbered
about one hundred and fifty well-armed men when he arrived at Doncaster's ordinary,

within sixteen miles of the capital. There he was met by some of the Virginia delegation

to Congress, on their way to Philadelpliia, and was informed that his approach had fright-

ened the governor. There he also met Corbin, the receiver-general, who came with au-

thority from the governor to compromise the matter. Henry demanded and received the

value for the powder (three hundred and thirty pounds), and immediately sent it to the

treasury at Williamsburg." The volunteers were disbanded, <= and they returned
c May 4

to their homes. Henry departed for Philadelphia a week afterward, he being a I'^^s.

delegate to Congress.

Dunmore was greatly irritated by the result, and menaced the people. He swore by

war is actually begun ! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of re-

sounding arms !* Our brethren are ah-eady in the field ! What is it that gentlemen wish? What w-ould

they have ? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery ?

Forbid it, Almighty God ! I know not what course others maj- take, but as for me," he cried, with botii

arms extended aloft, his brow knit, every featitre marked with the resolute purpose of his soul, and with hi.s

voice sv*-elled to its loudest note, 'Give jie Liberty or give jie Death ! !
!' "

' See page 431.
^ All the arms and ammunition in the magazine were not sufficient to cause a disturbance, for they were

too small in amount to have been of much service to either party. The amount of powder removed by Dun-
more was fifteen half barrels, containing fifty pounds each. In fact, it was not the value of the powder,
nor the harm that might result from its removal, which probably induced Patrick Henry to summon to his

standard the volunteers of Hanover. He deemed it of higher importance that the blow, which must be

struck sooner or later, should be struck at once, before an overwhelming royal force should enter the colony
The Honorable Charles Augustus Murray, a Scotch gentleman, who visited this country in 1836 (and in

1851 was married to a lady of New York, since dead), is a lineal descendant of Lord Dunmore. In his

published narrative of his travels, he mentions, as a rather singular coincidence, that when he went down
the Chesapeake from Baltimore for the purpose of visiting Williamsburg, the steam-boat that conveyed
him was named Patrick Henry.

* This prediction was speedily fulfilled; for almost "the next gale from the north" conveyed the boom of the signal-gun of
fix-cdom at Lexington.
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Dunmore's Oath. General Excitemeiit. Proceedings of the Assembly. Attempt to Destroy the Magazine. Dunmore's Flight.

the living God, that if any of his officers were injured, he would raise the royal standard,

enfranchise all the negroes, and, arming them against their masters, lay the city of Williams-

burg in ashes. He also issued a proclamation^! against " a certain Patrick Henry,

of the county of Hanover, and a number of deluded followers," and forbade all per-

sons countenancing them in the least. He converted his palace into a garrison, filled it

with his adherents, and surrounded it with cannon. The injudicious course of Dunmore,
especially his savage threats and the fortifying of his palace, greatly exasperated the people

throughout the colony. Six hundred inhabitants of the upper country, full armed, assem-

bled at Fredericksburg, and offered their services to defend the Capitol against the governor.

They were restrained from marching to Williamsburg by the prudent advice of Randolph
and Pendleton, who begged them to remain quiet until the Continental Congress should

adopt some relative measure.' In every county committees of vigilance and safety were

formed, and at public meetings the conduct of Patrick Henry was loudly applauded. Some
of Dunmore's letters to ministers were brought to light, and, like Governor Hutchinson on a

similar account, he was despised for the meanness which they exhibited.'^ Dunmore unwit-

tingly raised a whirlwind which swept away every vestige of his power.

In the midst of the excitement, the governor unexpectedly convened the Assembly, b

His object was to obtain the approbation of the Burgesses for a conciliatory plan pro-

posed by Lord North. That plan was as specious and deceptive as the king's gracious

speech against which Patrick Henry had warned them, and the Burgesses rejected it.^

While the Assembly was in session, some inconsiderate young men attempted to procure

arms from the magazine, c and one of them was wounded by a spring gun, placed there

by order of the governor. This event exasperated the people, and a large concourse

assembled, broke open the magazine, and took away most of the arms. Leading members
of the Burgesses induced them to return them, and the next day the keys of the magazine, by

order of the governor, were delivered to the speaker of the House. On examination, several

barrels of powder were found under the floor, evidently designed by Dunmore to blow up the

magazine. This discovery augmented the excitement, and when, on the seventh,

J

a rumor prevailed that Captain Collins, of the Magdalen, had slipped her cables,

and was coming up the river with one hundred marines in boats, the citizens flew to arms.

The report was untrue, but the readiness of the people to seize arms on every occasion of

alarm, was a lesson of deep import to Dunmore ; and fearing personal violence, he left

Williamsburg, with his family, early on the morning of the eighth, and proceeded to York-

town, where he went on board the Fowey man-of-war. He was the first royal representa-

tive who " abdicated govertmient here."

From the Fowey, Lord Dunmore sent letters, messages, and addresses, to the House of

Burgesses, and received the same in return. They were mutually spirited. Finally, when
the necessary bills were passed, and the House asked him to return to Williamsburg to sign

them, at the same time pledging their honor for the safety of his person, he refused, and de-

manded that they should present themselves at his present residence (the ship-of-war) for

signature. Of course they would not comply, for the demand was unwarrantable.

They then adjournede until October, after having appointed a committee of the del-

' They held a council on the receipt of this advice, and it was by a majority of only one that they con-

cluded to disperse. They sent forth an address, which was tantamount to a declaration of independence.

They pledged themselves to resist by force of arms all tyranny, and by the same to defend the laws, liber-

ties, and rights of Virginia, or any sister colony. The address was sent to the neighboring counties, and

read with approval at the head of each company of volunteers. In large letters, at the bottom of the ad-

dress were the words, God save the Liberties of America !

* In a letter to Lord Dartmouth, Dunmore charged the colonists with a desire to subvert the government,

in order to avoid the payment of heavy sums of money due to merchants in Great Britain. That some un-

principled men were flaming patriots for such a purpose, there is no doubt, but it was the rankest injustice

to charge the whole people with such a motive.

^ " We examined it minutely," said the Burgesses in an address to the governor; " we viewed it in every

point of light in which we were able to place it, and, with pain and disappointment, we must ultimately de-

clare it only changes the form of oppression, without lightening the burden.''
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MiLtary Preparations. Dunmore at Norfolk. New Government planned. Militia Organized. Great Sea.'.

egates, as a permanent convention, to whonri was intrusted the unlimited powers of govern-

ment.' That committee immediately took measures to raise a sufficient armed force to de-

fend the colony.* Dunmore's flight, and this act of the people, terminated royal power in

Virginia.

Early in the autumn, the British fleet, with Dunmore, proceeded to Norfolk, where his

lordship established his head-quarters and put his threat of hostility into execution. He
unfurled the royal ensign from the Fowey, and proclaimed freedom to all the slaves who
should repair to it and bear arms for the king.^i He also issued a proclamation de- a Nov. 7,

daring martial law throughout Virginia, and in various ways assumed an attitude
"'^•

of deadly hostility to the colony. The result we shall consider presently.

The Virginia committee of safety exercised its delegated powers with industry and energy.

Having provided for the military defense of the colony, its attention was directed to a new

organization of government. Elections were held throughout the state, and on the sixth

of May following, b a general convention of delegates assembled at Williamsburg.'

The old House of Burgesses also met on the same day, but as they had not been

summoned by a governor, they conceived that they could not act legally, and accordingly

dissolved themselves. With that dissolution passed away forever the forms of royal rule in

Virginia, and the convention exercised all the functions of government. By resolution, the

delegates of Virginia in the Continental Congress, were instructed to propose a total sepa-

ration from Great Britain. c The convention also appointed a committee to pre-
^ j^j^^y ^5_

pare a Declaration of Rights, and a plaji of government for the colony. The i"'^t;-

former was adopted on the twelfth of June, and the latter on

the twenty-ninth.'' On the fifth of July, it was decreed that the

name of the king should henceforth be suppressed in all the pub-

lic prayers, and the Church Liturgy was altered accordingly.

It was also ordained that the great seal of the commonwealth

should be changed, upon which Virtue should be represented as

the tutelar genius of the province, robed in the drapery of an

Amazon, I'esting one hand upon her lance, and holding a naked

sword in the other ; trampling upon tyranny, under the figure

of a prostrate man, having near him a crown fallen from his

head, and bearing in one hand a broken chain, and in the otherGreat Seal of Vikginia.

' The following-named gentlemen composed the committee of safety.- Edmund Pendleton, George Ma-
son, John Page, Richard Bland, Thomas Ludwell Lee, Paul Carrington, Dudley Digges, James Mercer,

Carter Braxton, William Cabell, and John Tabb.
* The convention appointed Patrick Henry colonel of the first regiment, and " commander of all the

forces raised and to be raised for the defense of the colony." He immediately summoned corps of volun-

teers from various parts of the colony. Three hundred minute-men instantly assembled at Culpepper

Court House, and marched for Williamsburg. One third of them were Culpepper

men, who adopted a flag with the significant device of a coiled rattle-snake,* seen

in the engraving. They were dressed in green hunting shirts, with Henry's words,

Liberty or Death, in large white letters, on their bosoms. They had bucks' tails

in their hats, and in their belts tomahawks and scalping-knives. Their fierce ap-

pearance alarmed the people as they marched through the country. They did good

service in the battle at the Great Bridge in December following. William Wood-
ford was appointed to the command of the second regiment. Alexander Spottswood

was appointed major, and the heroic Captain Bullit, who had distinguished himself at Fort Duquesne, was

made adjutant general.
* Edmund Pendleton was chosen president, and John Tazewell, clerk. Patrick Henry, who, to the great

regret of the Virginians, had resisjned his military commission, was elected a member of the convention lor

Hanover county, and took his seat on the first day of the meeting.
"* These documents were drawn by George Mason, the friend and associate of Washington. Mr. Jeffer-

son then a member of the Continental Congress, also prepared a constitution and sent it to the Convention.

It arrived a day or two after the adoption of Mason's form. The convention prefixed Jefferson's preamble

to it, which, in a great degree, resembles the Declaration of Independence.—See Tucker's Life of Jefferson.

* This device was upon many flags in the army and navy of the Revolution. The expression " Don't tread on me," had a

double signification It might be said in a supplicating tone, " Von'l. tread on me ;" or menacingly, " Don't tread on me."

II. Kk
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Declaration of Independence proclaimed at Williamsburg. Officers under the new Government. Freneau's Prophecy.

a scourge. Over the device was placed the word Virginia ; and beneath, Sic s,emper tyran-

nis. " Thus we serve tyrants.'" The convention adjourned on the fifth of July, and the

government under the new Constitution was established.''

The Declaration of Independence was proclaimed at Williamsburg on the twenty-fifth

of July, amid great rejoicings, and from that time until 1779, when the government offices

were removed to Richmond, the old Capitol of the commonwealth for eighty years, was the

center of Revolutionary energy in Virginia.

Here let us close the chronicle and depart for Yorktown, the scene of the last great tri-

umph of the patriot armies of the R,evolution.

' The device on the reverse of the great seal is a group of three figures. In the center is Liberty, with

her wand and cap ; on the rij^ht side, Ceres, with a cornucopia in one hand, and an ear of wheat in the

other ; and on her left side, Eternity, holding in one hand the globe on which rests the Phoenix.

* The following-named gentlemen were appointed to fill the respective offices provided for by the Con-

stitution : Patrick Henry, governor; John Page, Dudley Digges, John Taylor, John Blair, Benjamin Har-

rison of Berkeley, Bartholomew Dandridge, Charles Carter, and Benjamin Harrison of Brandon, counselors

of state ;
Thomas Whiting, John Hutchings, Champion Travis, Thomas Newton, Jr., and George Webb,

commissioners of admiralty ;
Thomas Everard, and James Cooke, commissioners for settling accounts

;
and

Edmund Randolph, attorney general. The General Assembly of Virginia met at Williamsburg for the first

time on the seventeenth of October, 1776. Then commenced her glorious career as a sovereign state of a

great and free confederacy. It was a joyful day for her patriot sons ; and her sages, scanning the future

with the eye of faith and hope, were prone to exclaim, in the words of Freneau, written a year before :

" I see, I see

Freedom's established reign ;
cities and men,

Numerous as sands upon the ocean shore,

And empires rising where the sun descends

!

The Ohio soon shall glide by many a town

Of note ; and where the MississippVs stream,

By forests shaded, now runs sweeping on,

Nations shall grow, and states not less in fame

Than Greece and Rome of old ! We, too, shall boast

Our Scipio's, Solon's, Cato's, sages, chiefs

That in the lapse of time yet dormant lie.

Waiting the joyous hour of life and light.

Oh snatch me hence, ye muses, to those days

When, through the veil of dark antiquity,

A race shall hear of us as things remote,

That blossom'd in the morn of days !"
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llide to Yorktown. William Nelson, Esq. Location and Appearance of Yorktown. Ita early Settlement

CHAPTER XX.

Again to fair Virsinia's coast

I turned, and view'd the British host

Where Chesapeake's wide waters lave

Her shores and join the Atlantic wave.

There famed Cornwallis towering rose,

And scorned, secure, his distant foes

;

His hands the haughty ramparts raise,

And bid the roj'al standard blaze.

When lo, where ocean's bounds extend,

Behold the Gallic sails ascend.

With fav'ring breezes steer their way,

And crowd with ships the spacious bay.

Lo ! Washington from northern shores,

O'er many a region wheels his force.

And Rochambeau with legions bright

Descends in terror to the fight.

John Trumbull.

VENING was approaching when I left Williamsburg for Yorktown, twelve

miles distant. It was an exceedingly pleasant afternoon, so mild, that wild

flowers peeped cautiously from the hedges, and a wasp and a grasshopper

alighted on the splash-board of my wagon, while stopping on the margin of a

clear stream. Soon after leaving Williamsburg, the road entered a pine forest ;

and all the way to Yorktown these solitudes form the principal feature in the

landscape. The country is quite level, and the cultivated clearings are more

frequent and extensive than further up toward the Chickahominy. The green foliage of

the lofty pines, of the modest holly, and the spreading laurel, made the forest journey less

gloomy than it would otherwise have been ; for the verdure, the balmy air, and the occa-

sional note of a bird, made me forget that the Christmas holidays were near at hand, and

that the mountains of New England were probably white with snow.

I arrived at Yorktown at twilight, a and passed the night at the only inn in the ^^g^. gy

place, which is owned by William Nelson, Esq., grandson of Governor Thomas i848.

Nelson, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. To the kindness and intel-

ligence of that gentleman, I am indebted for much of the pleasure and profit of my visit

there. We supped together upon far-famed York River oysters just brought from their

oozy bed, and it was near midnight before we parted company. Mr. Nelson resides in the

fine old mansion which belonged to his grandfather, and which yet bears marks of the iron

hail poured upon it during the siege of Yorktown.

Early the next morning I strolled over the village. It is situated upon a high blufTof

concrete or stone marl, covered with a sandy soil, on the south side of the York River, about

eleven miles from its mouth. The peninsula on which the town stands is level, and is em-

braced upon each side by deep ravines, which almost meet in the rear. The ground is the

highest upon either the York or James Rivers, below Richmond. Being the shire town of

the county, it contains the public buildings.' These, with about forty dwellings, some of

them decaying, compose the village, which formerly was one of the most flourishing towns

' York is one of the original counties into which Virginia was divided in 1634. The village was estab-

lished by law in 1705, and for a long time vied with Williamsburg, the capital. The average width of the

river is here nearly two miles, but is narrowed to a mile opposite Yorktown, by the projecting cape on which

Gloucester stands. The latter village was once a thriving place. It had considerable commerce, but,

like Yorktown, the depreciation of the surrounding country for agricultural purposes paralyzed its enter-

prise, and made busy the fingers of decay.
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Old Church at Yorktown The Nelson Tombs. Cornwallls's Cave. An Imposition

on the peninsula. It contained about sixty houses at the time of the siege in 1781. A
lire which occurred in 1814 destroyed much property there, and from that blow the village

seems never to have recovered. At that time its old church, built a century and a half be-

fore, was destroyed ; nothing but its stone-marl walls were left standing. In this pictur-

esque condition it remained for thirty years, when it was repaiv^d. and is now used as a

place of worship. In the old burial-ground -=a

adjoining it are the tombs and monuments ^ ~

of the Nelson family, situated a few yards ^^-^ _
irom the banks of the York. The nearer

one in the engraving, which stands over the

grave of the first emigrant of the family

(who was called " Scotch Tom"), although

mutilated, is yet highly ornamental. It is

about four feet high, three feet wide, and

>ix feet long. Upon one end are sculptured

two angel-heads breaking from the clouds. '^"^ Nelso.x Tombs.i

Over the upper one are the words, " All glory be to God." The one below it is blowing

a trumpet. On the other end are two heads, one of which is about receiving a crown.

On the side is an heraldic cloth, with the head of an angel at the center of the top ; and on

the top slab is the Nelson coat of arms, with an appropriate epitaph. This monument is

of white marble, and was made in London. The second monument is that of president

William Nelson. It is built of brick, with a handsomely wrought and inscribed marble

slab on the top. In a vault at the end of the fragment of the brick wall seen beyond the

monuments, rest the remains of Governor Nelson, the signer of the Declaration. There is

110 monument above it, and nothing marks the spot but a rough stone lying among the rank

grass. Ai'ound these are strewn fragments of the stone marl of the old church wall, beau-

tifully crystallized, and indurated by exposure. The view from this point is very charming,

looking out upon the York stretching away toward the broad Chesapeake, and skirted by

woodlands and cultivated fields.

After breakfast, accompanied by Mr. Nelson in his carriage, I visited the several locali-

ties which make Yorktown historically famous. We first descended the river bank and

visited the excavation in the marl bluff, known as Cornwallis's Cave.

It is square, twelve by eighteen feet in size, with a narrow passage

leading to a smaller circular excavation on one side. It is al-

most directly beneath the termination of the trench and breast-

works of the British fortifications, which are yet very prom-

inent upon the bank above. Popular tradition says

that this excavation was made by order of Corn-

wallis, and used by him for the purpose of

, holding councils with his officers in a place of

safety, during the siege. Taking advantage

of this tradition, cupidity has placed a door at

the entrance, secured it by lock and key, and
coKNWALLis's CAVE. dcmauds a Virginia ninepence (12^ cents) en-

trance fee from the curious. I paid the penalty of curiosity, knowing that I was submit-

' This view is from the burial-ground lookinir down the York River toward Chesapeake Bay. The in-

scription upon the first monument is in Latin ; the following is a translation of it :
" Here lies, in certain

hope of a resurrection in Christ, Thomas Nelson, jientleman, son of Hugo and Sarah Nelson, of Penrith, in

the county of Cumberland ;
born February 20th, A.D. 1677, died October 7th, 1745, ajred sixty-eight years."

The inscription upon the second monument is much longer, and quite eulogistic. William Nelson was pres-

ident of his majesty's council in Virginia, and died on the nineteenth of November, 1772, at the age of sixty-

one years. No epitaph tells of the many virtues and heroic deeds of him who lies in the obscure vault be-

vond. History has written them upon the enduring pages of the chronicles of our republic ;
and in this work

his biography and portrait may be found among those of the signers of the Declaration of Independence.
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Present Appearance of"^^;i;i^h Works. An.erica77nd Frem^hArnne^JIorrUa^^

tine to imposition, for I was assured, on the authority of an old lady who resided at York-

town at the time of the siege, that this excavation was made by some of the people wherein

to hide their valuables. A house stood directly in front of it, the foundation of which is yet

there The building made the spot still more secluded. A quarter of a mile below Lord

Cornwallis did have an excavation in the bank, which was lined with green ba.ze and use.^

by the general for secret conferences during the siege. No traces of his council cham

'''Ve^next visited the lines of intrenchmenls cast up by the British on the south and

Vkese.vt Appearance ot

erly sides of the town. They extend ir

grounds in the rear of the village, towa

form of a figure five. The mounds var

being covered by a hard sward, may re

doubts, the lines of the parallels, and otl

These, and their character and uses, m;

tions of history. Let us listen to her te

We have considered the flight of Co

Norfolk, after his engagement with the .

the sixth of July, 1781. On that day >

on the Hudson, and the two generals earn*

New York by the allied armies. Washi

a French fleet in the West Indies, desirini

operate with the land forces against the he

mander-in-chief was making his arrangem

stances obliged him to abandon it. The
mander ; a letter from De Grasse announcing his intention to remain in the West Indies,

and another from La Fayette from Williamsburg, informing him of the departure of Corn-

wallis for Portsmouth and the embarkation of a large portion of his army for New York,

were the principal causes M-hich influenced Washington in making an entire change in the

programme of the operations of the combined armies during the remainder of the campaign.'

' This view is from the fields in the direction of the American works, looking north. Toward the left is

seen a portion of Governor Nelson's house, and on the extreme left, a few other houses in Yovktown appear.

'^
It is related that when Washington received the letter from De Grasse, Robert Morris, the superintend-

ent of finance, and Richard Peters, the secretary of the board of war, were at the head-quarters of the gen-

eral in the Livingston House, printed on page 195, and were present.* Washington was bitterly disap-

pointed, for he saw no fair hope of succe.^is without the aid of a fleet. The cloud upon his brow was bm

for a moment. He instantly conceived the expedition to Virginia, and, turning to Judge Peters, asked.

" What can you do for me ?'' "With money, every thing ;
without it, nothing," was his brief reply, at the

same time turning an anxious look toward Morris. " Let me know the sum you desire," said the patriot

financier, comprehending the expression of his eye.

Before noon, Washington completed his estimates, and arrangements were made with Morris for the

funds. Twenty thousand hard dollars were loaned from Count De Rochambeau, which Mr. Morris agreed

to replace by the first of October. The arrival of Colonel Laurens from France, on the twenty-fifth of Au-

gust, with two millions and a half of livers, a part of a donation of six millions by Louis XVI. to the United

States, enabled the superintendent of finance to fulfill his engagement without difficulty.

* Thesfi gentlemen were appointed commissioners by Congress to proceed to head-qaurters, and consult the commnnder-kj-

chief respecting the army for the ensuing campaign. The basis of a scheme which they proposed was a reduction of the army.

—Sparks, viii., 143.
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Comwallis ordered to the Chesapeake. Takes Post at Yorktown and Gloucester, and Fortifies them. Sketch of Cornwallis.

As we have observed (page 213), the allies crossed the Hudson and marched southward to

co-operate with La Fayette in Virginia.

On the arrival of nearly three thousand troops, many of them Hessians, to re-enforce him

. ,, in New York, a Sir Henry Clinton countermanded his orders in which he had di-
« Aug. 11, •'

1781. rected Cornwallis to send a portion of his army northward. The letter reached

> earl at Portsmouth before the transports left Hampton Roads." It also contained ex-

isions of surprise that his lordship should have left the vicinity of Williamsburg without

'*ing his commander-in-chief; and he was directed to take some strong position on the

arfare in Virginia and Maryland. Corn-

allis accordingly sent his engineers to view,

st Old Point Comfort, near Hampton, and

en Yorktown and Gloucester. The latter

"xces appeared to be the most eligible for

|nsive and defensive operations, and for

' protection of any co-operative fleet that

?ht be sent to the Chesapeake. A part

Cornwallis's army accordingly proceeded

the York River in transports and boats,

I took possession of these posts on the first

iugust.b On the twentieth, the
• p -r. 1

*> 1'780.

cuation 01 Portsmouth was com-

*.ed ; and on the twenty-second, the whole

ly of the earl, about seven thousand

ong, was concentrated at York and Glou-

jter. Cornwallis immediately commenced

/tifying both points. He constructed a

)ie of works completely around Yorktown,

id also extended a line of intrenchments

;ross the peninsula of Gloucester, in the

•ar of that little town. Besides the works

me field works at a considerable distance,

time La Fayette was within a few miles

jw. The marquis did not feel sufficiently

strong to attack Cornwallis, ana tne laiier was unwilling to impede the progress in fortify-

ing Yorktown, by engaging his troops in other enterprises.

While Washington was uncertain what course to pursue, he received dispatches from

Count De Barras,' the successor of Ternay at Newport, bearing the agreeable intelligence

' Charles Cornwallis, son of the first Earl of Cornwallis, was born at Culford Hall, in Suffolk, in 1738.

He was educated at Westminster and St. John's College, Cambridge. He entered the arm}' in 1759, and

succeeded to the title and estates of his father in 1761. He was the most competent and energetic of all

the British generals sent here during the war, but the cruelties exercised by his orders at times, during the

southern campaigns, have left an indelible stain upon his character. Soon after the close of the war, he was

appointed Governor General of the East Indies, which office he held six years. During that time he con-

quered the renowned Tippoo Sultan, for which service he was created a marquis, and made master of the

ordnance. He was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland from 1798 to 1801, and was instrumental in restoring peace

to that country, then distracted by rebellion. He signed the treaty of Amiens in 1802, and in 1804 was

a^ain appointed Governor General of India. He died in October the succeeding year at Ghazepore, in the

province of Benares, at the age of sixty-seven years.—See Georgian Era, London, 1833.

^ The works, which surrounded the village, consisted of seven redoubts and six batteries on the land side,

connected by intrenchments. On the river bank was also a line of batteries ; one near the church was a

nrrand battery, with eleven pieces of cannon, which commanded the passage of the river between York and

Gloucester. The outworks consisted of three redoubts on the margin of the ravine, southwest of the town,

one a little eastward of the road to Hampton, two on the extreme right, near the river, and the fusileers' re-

doubt on the extreme left, near the river. Cornwallis's head-quarters were at the house of Governor Nelson.

* Barras, in his dispatches to Washington, said, that as the Count De Grasse did not require him to form

a junction with his fleet in the Chesapeake, but left him at liberty to undertake any other enterprise, he



OF THE REVOLUTION. 511

Count De Bakras

Alia. 31,

1781.

Southern Campaign. De Grasse in the Chesapeake. Sketch of De Grasse. Cornwallis's Attempt to Escape into Carolina.

that the Count De Grasse' was to sail from Cape Fran9ois, in the West Indies, on the thir-

teenth of August for the Chesa-

peake, with between twenty-five

and twenty-nine sail of the line,

and three thousand two hundred

land troops under the command

of the Marquis St. Simon. De
Grasse desired every thing to be

in readiness to commence opera-

tions when he should arrive, for

he intended to return to the West

Indies by the middle of October ^

The plan of the southern cam-

paign was, therefore,, speedily ar-

ranged, and, as we have seen, the allied armies

were far on their march toward the head of Elk

before Sir Henry Clinton was assured of thei

real destination.^

The Count De Grasse, with twenty-eight

ships and several brigades, arrived in the Chesa-

peake at the close of August. a At Cape Henry, an officer sent by La Fayette

gave De Grasse full information respecting the situation of the two armies in

Virginia. De Grasse immediately dispatched four ships of the line and several frigates to

blockade the mouth of the York Pviver, and to convey the land forces commanded by the

Marquis De St. Simon (for portrait, see next page), who were destined to join those of La
Fayette on the James Pviver.^ Cornwallis- now perceived the imminent peril that surround-

ed him, and conceived a plan for escaping into North Carolina, but the vigilance of La
Fayette prevented his attempting the movement.^ He could console himself only with the

hope that Sir Henry Clinton would send him timely aid.

proposed an expedition against Newfoundland, and expressed a desire to take witbi him the land forces

which had been left at Newport under M. De Choise. Both Washington and De Rochambeau disapproved

of this proposition, and, as soon as he received their remonstrance against it, Barras resolved to proceed to

the Chesapeake.
' Franfois Joseph Paul, Count De Grasse, a native of France, was born in 1723. He was appointed to

command a French fleet, to co-operate with the Americans at the beginning of 1781. Although he was

the junior in service of Count De Barras, he was made his superior in command, with the title of lieutenant

general. His co-operation was much more valuable to the Americans than that of D'Estaing
;
and in

the capture of Cornwallis and his army at Yorktown, he played a very important part. His domestic re-

lations seem to have been very unhappy ; his second wife, whom he married after leaving America, proving

a very unworthy woman. His life was a burden to him, particularly after losing the favor of his king in

consequence of an unfortunate military movement. He died early in 1788, at the age of sixty-five years.

Alluding to the unhappiness of his latter days, Washington, in a letter to Rochambeau, April, 1778, on hear-

ing of the death of De Grasse, said, " His frailties should now be buried in the grave with him, while his

name will be long deservedly dear to this country, on account of his successful co-operation in the glorious

campaign of 1781. The Cincinnati in some of the states have gone into mourning for him."

2 The land troops for this expedition were borrowed from the garrison at St. Domingo, and consisted of

detachments from the regiments of Gatinois, Agenois, and Tourraine. There were one hundred artillery,

one hundred dragoons, ten pieces of field ordnance, and several of siege artillery and mortars. De Grasse

promised to return these troops by the middle of October. ^ See page 214.

* The distance between the York and the James River, at Yorktown, is only about six mile.s, and this

gave the Americans a great advantage in the siege that ensued.

* A Jerseyman named Morgan was for some time employed as a spy in the British camp at Yorktown,

by La Fayette. He pretended to be a deserter, and enlisted in the army of Cornwallis. On one occasion

that general inquired of Morgan whether La Fayette had many boats. Morgan, according to instructions,

told him the marquis had enough to transport his whole army across at a moment's warning. "There !

exclaimed Cornwallis, turning \o Tarleton, " I told you this would not do." That expression was an evi-

dence that escape across theJames River had been contemplated. Morgan could not be prevailed upon

to accept money for his services in La Fayette's behalf, neither would he receive office. He only desired
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Admirals Hood and Graves proceed against the French Fleet. Naval Battle off the Virginia Capea. French Squadron.

Admiral Rodney, commander of the British fleet in the West Indies, at this time was

aware that De Grasse had sailed for the American coast,

but seems not to have suspected that his whole fleet would

proceed to the Continent. He dispatched Sir Samuel Hood

after him with only fourteen sail, believing that that num-

ber would be quite sufficient to compete with the French

squadron. Hood arrived at Sandy Hook on the twenty-

eighth of August, and informed Admiral Graves, the suc-

cessor of Arbuthnot, who was lying in New York Bay

with seven ships of the line, only five of which were fit for

service, that De Grasse was probably on the Virginia coast.

Intelligence was received on the same day, that De Bar-

ras had sailed for the Chesapeake from Newport with a

considerable squadron. Graves immediately prepared for

St simo.n- '

sea, and with the whole fleet, consisting of nineteen sail

of the line, proceeded in quest of the French. a Not suspecting the strength of

De Grasse, he hoped to fall in with one or the other of the French squadrons and

defeat it

Th3 French fleet lay in Lynn Haven Bay, just within the Chesapeake, near Cape Henry,

to sea, desiring more room

Au2. 31,

1781.

on the morning of the fifth

of September, b At
1) 1781. . , T-, • 1

sunrise the British

fleet was seen off' Cape

Charles. At first Count

De Grasse supposed it to

be the squadron of De Bar-

ras, but being soon unde-

ceived, he prepared for bat-

tle. The wind was fair,

and the British fleet sailed

directly within the Capes

for the purpose of attack-

ing the French. De Grasse

slipped his cables, and put

for conflict than the waters

of the Chesapeake aflbrd-

ed. Admiral Graves bore

down upon De Grasse, and

both fleets, in attempting

to gain the weather gage,

slowly moved eastward,

clear of the Capes, upon

the broad Atlantic. At

four o'clock in the after-

noon, a partial action com-

menced between the van

and part of the center of

the two fleets, and con-

tinued until sunset. Several ships were considerably damaged, but neither commander

could claim a victory. Admiral Graves preserved the weather gage during the night,

and intended to have renewed the battle on the following morning
;

but, having ascer-

tained that several ships of the van division, under Admiral Drake, could not safely be

brought into action again without being repaired, he deferred an attack. For five success-

ive days the hostile fleets were in sight of each other, sometimes approaching quite near,

but neither party seemed desirous of renewing the contest. At length the Count De

Grasse bore away for the Chesapeake, and anchored again in Lynn Haven Bay, within the

Capes. c There he found De Barras with his squadron, and a considerable land
c Sept. 10.

^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^ -^^ Choise (for portrait, see opposite page), together with fourteen

transports, with heavy artillery and military stores suitable for carrying on a siege. Graves

approached the Capes of the Chesapeake, but, finding the entrance blocked up by a force

with which he was unable to contend with a hope of success, he bore away and returned

a favorite gun to be restored to him. Morgan said he believed himself to be a good soldier, but he was

not certain that he would make a good officer. These circumstances were related to Mr. Sparks by La

Fayette himself, fifty years after their occurrence.

' The portraits of the French officers given in this chapter I copied from Trumbull's picture in the Ro-

tunda of the Capitol at Washington, representing the surrender of Cornwallis. Trumbull painted the most

of them from life in 1787, at the house of Mr. Jeflerson, in Paris, when that statesman was minister there.
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Loss in the Naval Action. March of the Allied Armies. Arrival of Washington and French OflScera at Williamsburg.

M. De CiioisE.

to New York, for he began to entertain greater fears of the equinoctial gales on the coast

than of the guns of the French ships of the line. The

French lost in the action two hundred and twenty men, in-

cluding four officers killed and eighteen wounded. The

English lost ninety killed, and two hundred and forty-six

wounded. The Terrible, one of the English ships, was so

much damaged, that, after taking out her prisoners and stores,

they set fire to and burned her.'

While these events were occurring on the Virginia coast,

the allied armies were making their way southward with all

possible dispatch, and Sir Henry Clinton, certified of their des-

tination," was trying to divert their attention from the South,

and recall some of their forces by menacing movements at

the North. He sent Arnold with a strong force to attack

New London, an event which we have considered on pages

42 and 45 inclusive. He also threatened New Jersey, and

caused a rumor to go abroad that he was about to proceed with a strong force against

the American posts in the Hudson Highlands, which Washing-

ton had left in charge of General Heath, with fourteen regi-

ments. These movements and rumors failed to produce their

desired efi^ect ; and the outrages committed by Arnold at New
London and vicinity served only to heighten the exasperation

of the patriot army, and nerve it to more vigorous action.

When the allied forces arrived at the head of Elk there

were not vessels sufficient to transport them, and a large portion

of the American troops, and all of the French, made their way
to Baltimore and Annapolis by land. Washington, with Count

De Rochambeau and the Marquis De Chastellux,'' reached

Baltimore on the eighth, ^ Mount Vernon on the tenth, ^ aSepC
and Williamsburg on the evening ^^^'^

of the fourteenth. He had ordered the

troops that were embarked on the Chesa-

peake to halt, after learning that the fleet

C^^c-^^^"^'^^^*^'^^^-^^^^''^^^^

' Marshall, !., 448. Stedman, ii., 398-401. Ramsay, Gordon, Rochambeau's Memoirs.
* Sir Henry seems not to have suspected the destination of the allies until the second of September, on

which day he wrote to Cornwallis, and expressed his belief that they were marching toward Virginia.

* Francis Joh.\, Marquis De Chasteli.ux, came to America with Rochambeau, bearing the title of ma-
jor general. He traveled extensively while here, and wrote a journal of his tour. A large portion of it

was printed on board one of the ships of the French fleet, before leaving America. Only twenty-four copies

were printed for distribution among his most intimate friends. Tiie complete work was translated by an

English traveler from the original manuscript, and published in London, with maps and drawings, in 1787.

On his return to France, the king made De Chastellux a field-marshal, and the French Academy elected

him one of its members. At the close of 1787, he married an accomplished lady, a relative of the Duke of

Orleans. This circumstance he communicated to Washington, who, in a playful letter (April, 1788) in re-

ply, said, " I saw, by the eulogium you often made on the happiness of domestic life in America, that you had

swallowed the bait, and that you would as surely be taken, one day or another, as that you were a philoso-

pher and a soldier. So your day has at length come. I am glad of it, with all my heart and soul. It is

quite good enough for yon- Now you are well served for coming to fight in favor of the American rebels,

all the way across the Atlantic Ocean, by catching that terrible contagion, domestic felicity, which, like the

small-pox or plague a man can have only once in his life." De Chastellux died in 1793. The fortune

of himself and wife seems to have been swept away by the storm of the French Revolution, for in 1795 his

widow made application to Washington, asking for an allowance from our government to her and her in-

fant son, on account of the services of her husband. The application was unavailing.
•• This was the first time that Washington had visited his home since he left it to attend the Continental

Congress in Philadelphia, in 1775, a period of six years and five months: and he now remained there

only long enough to await the arrival of Count De Rochambeau, whom he left at Baltimore.
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Arrival of Troops at Williamsburg. Washington's first Interview with De Grasse. Approach of the Allied Armies.

Count Feusen.

of De Grasse had left the Qapes to fight Graves, but when he arrived at Williamsburg and

found both French fleets in the Chesapeake,' he sent Count Fersen,

one of Rochambeau's aids, with ten transports from Barras's squad-

ron, to hasten the troops forward. This was speedily accomplish-

ed, and the forces at the head of Elk, and at Annapolis, proceeded

by water to the James Ptiver.

On the seventeenth, a Washington, accompanied by Ro-

chambeau, De Chastellux, and Generals Knox and Du Por-

tail, proceeded to visit De Grasse on board of his flag-ship, the

Ville de Paris, lying oflXape Henry. They sailed in a small ves-

sel called the Queen Charlotte, and arrived on the eighteenth.

Satisfactory arrangements were made for an immediate attack

upon Cornwallis, as soon as the American troops should reach

Williamsburg.^ While awaiting their approach, information was

received that Admiral Digby, with six ships of the line, had ar-

rived at New York as a re-enforcement for Graves. Confident

that nothing would be left untried in attempts to relieve Corn-

wallis, and thinking his situation in the Chesapeake unfavorable for an engagement with

the augmented force of the English, now nearly equal to that of his own De Grasse com-

municated to Washington his intention to leave a few

frigates to blockade the York and James Rivers, and

to put to sea with his ships of the line in. quest of the

British. This communication alarmed Washington, for

a superior naval force might enter the Chesapeake in the

mean while, and assist Cornwallis in making his escape.

He prevailed upon De Grasse to remain, and on the

twenty-fifth, the last division of the allied troops having

reached Williamsburg, preparations for the siege com-

menced.

Cornwallis, with the main division of his army, occu-

pied Yorktown. The main body of his troops were en-

camped on the open grounds in the rear of the town.

Lieutenant-colonel Dundas, who did good service at

Jamestown, occupied Gloucester, with about seven hund-

red men, and was joined by Lieutenant-colonel Tarle-

ton and his legion when the siege commenced. The

Duke De Lauzun with his legion, the marines from the

squadron of Barras, and a brigade of Virginia militia un-

der General Weeden, the whole commanded by the French

General De Choise, were sent to arrest Gloucester.

On the morning of the twentj-^-eighth, the combined

armies, about twelve thousand strong, left Williamsburg

by difl'erent roads, and marched toward Yorktown. On

their approach, the British left their field-works, and - -

withdrew to those near the town, the remains of which ^^ Lauzun >

are mentioned on a preceding page.* The American light infantry and a considerable body

' Count De Grasse, anxious to accomplish the object of his expedition, and impatient at the delay of the

allied armies, had urged La Fayette to co-operate with him in an attack, by land and water, upon York and

Gloucester. But the marquis, governed by more prudent counsels, unwilling to hazard the advantage he

possessed, refused to make any offensive movement before the arrival of Washington.

^ De Grasse refused to comply with the desire of Washington, that he should ascend the river above

Yorktown with a few of his vessels. He was unwilling to risk a blockade in so narrow a space.

^ For a sketch of Lauzun, see page 34.

* Intelligence from General Clinton at New York induced Cornwallis thus to abandon his field-works,
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of French troops were ordered to take possession of these abandoned works, and to serve «:

a covering party for the troops while digging trenches and casting up breast-works. Can-

nonading from the town, and one or two sorties, occurred during the day. Colonel Alexan-

der Scammell,' the officer of

the day, while recoiinoiter- ^rj£i%ii_

ing near the Fusileers' re- ' ''
~ rH^^ffi^

doubt (A), situated upon the

river bank, at the mouth of

a little stream on the ex-

treme left, was surprised by

two or three Hessian horse-

men. He surrendered, but

they shot him, and left him

for dead. He was carried

into Yorktown, and at the re-

quest of Washington, Corn-

wallis allowed him to be ta-

ken to Williamsburg. This

circumstance is mentioned on page 430, volume i. I visited the site of the redoubt repre-

sented in the sketch, and was informed that Colonel Scammell was killed near the stream.

which there crosses the river road from Williamsburg to Yorktown.

On the thirtieth the place was completely invested by the allied armies, their line ex-

tending in a semicircle, at a distance of nearly two miles from the British works, each wing

resting upon the York Ftiver. The French troops occupied the left, the Americans the

right, while Count De Grasse with his fleet remained in Lynn Haven Bay, to beat off any

naval force which might come to the aid of Cornwallis. On the extreme left of the be-

sieging army were the West India regiments under St. Simon, and next to them were the

French light infantry regiments, commanded by the Baron and the Viscount Viomenil.

The most distinguished colonels of these regiments were the Duke De Laval Montmorenci,

and Counts William Deuxponts and Custine. (For portraits, see next page.) The French

artillery and the quarters of the two chiefs occupied the center ; and on the right, across a

marsh, were the American artillery under General Knox, assisted by Colonel Lamb, Lieu-

without an attempt to defend them. In his letter, Clinton informed him of the arrival of Diirb}', and that

at a council of officers it was determined to send at least five thousand troops with the fleet to relieve him,

and that they would sail as early as the sixth. Cornwallis, therefore, withdrew within his interior works,

confident that he could hold out there, and keep possession of both Yorktown and Gloucester, until the ar-

rival of these re-enforcements. Just four years before, Burgoyne received like assurances from Clinton, but

was disappointed. Had he not expected aid, he could have retreated back to Lake Champlain in time to

have saved his army
;
had not Cornwallis expected promised aid from Clinton, he might possibly have es-

caped into North Carolina, notwithstanding the vigilance of La Fayette.

* Alexander Scammell was born in Menden (now Milford), Massachusetts, and graduated at Harvard Col-

lege in 1769. He studied law with General Sul-

livan, assisted Captain Holland in his surveys for

the map of New Hampshire, and in 1775 was ap-

pointed brigade major in the militia of that state.

He was appointed colonel in 1776, and in that ca-

pacity fought nobly, and was wounded in the first battle at Stillwater. In 1780, he was appointed adjutant

general of the American army, and was a very popular officer. He was shot while reconnoitering a re-

doubt at Yorktown, on the thirtieth of September, 1781. He was conveyed to Williamsburg, where he died

of his wounds on the sixth of October. His friend, Colonel Humphreys, who took the command of his reg-

iment, wrote the following epitaph on the day after the surrender of Cornwallis :

"Alexander Scammell, adjutant general of the American armies, and colonel of the first regiment of

New Hampshire, while he commanded a chosen corps of light infantry at the successful siege of Yorktown,

m Virginia, was, in the gallant performance of his duty as field officer of the day, unfortunately captured, and

afterward insidiously wounded—of which wound he expired at Williamsburg, October, 1781. Anno iEta-

The elegiac lines appended to this epitaph are printed on page 431, volume i., of this work.

COym^ O^T^VC^^



516 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

French Officers. Biographical Sketch of Lieutenant-colonel Stevens.

tenant-colonels Stevens' and Carrington, and Major Bauman ;'' the Virginian, Maryland,

Viscount Viomknil. MoNTMOKENCI.

iL^rJ,

' The history of the services of several most meritorious officers of the Revolution is only partially writ-

ten ; this is especially true of those of Lieutenant-colonel Stevens of the artillery, who was a most efficient

and patriotic officer from the commencement of the war to its close.

Ebenezer Stevens was born in Boston in 1752, and at an early age became strongly imbued with the

principles of the Sons of Liberty. He was engaged in the destruction of the tea in Boston harbor, in De-

cember, 1773 (see list of names, volume i., p. 499), and, anticipating evil consequences to himself, he went

to Rhode Island to reside. When that province, after the skirmishes at Lexington and Concord, sent an

army of observation to Roxbury (see page 24), young Stevens received a commission as lieutenant, which

bears date ^lay eighth, 1775. His skill was soon perceived by GridJey and Knox, and early in December
of that year, he was directed by General Washington to raise two companies of artillery, and one of arti-

ficers in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and proceed to join the expedition against Quebec. The recruit-

ing was speedily accomplished, and with Captains Eustis and Nichols, Captain Stevens being in command,
traversed, with cannon and mortars, through deep snows, the rough hills

^— of New Hampshire and Vermont, to the mouth of Otter Creek, on Lake

'^Z^'^^ Champlain, nearly opposite Split Rock, enduring great privations and

sufferings. The\' descended the lake, and the Sorel to the St. Law-
rence, and went down that stream as far as Three Rivers, where they heard of the fall of Montgomery, and

the defeat of the Americans afQuebec. They returned to St. John's, and Major Stevens and his corps ren-

dered efficient service in the northern department during 1776. In the spring of 1777 he went to Ticon-

deroga, and commanded the artillery there. On the approach of Burgoyne, when St. Clair and the garri-

sons retreated. Major Stevens shared in the mortifications produced by that retreat. He joined General

Schuyler at Fort Edward, and commanded the artillery at the battle of Stillwater, in which service he was
greatly distinguished. He continued in the command of the artillery at Albany ; and in April, 1778, "in

consideration of his services, and the strict attention with which he discharged his duty as commanding
officer of artillery in the northern department during two campaigns,'"* he received from Congress brevet

rank as lieutenant colonel of fool, and in November following was appointed lieutenant colonel of artillery.

General Gates desired to retain him in the command of the artillery of the northern and middle department.

Hitherto his corps had been considered by him as an independent one : now it was attached to that of Col-

onel Crane. Unwilling to serve under this officer, Lieutenant-colonel Stevens was assigned to Colonel

Lamb's regiment in the New York line, until the close of the war. He was often intrusted with special

duties of great moment, and was for some time at the head of the laboratory department. He was selected

to accompany La Fayette in the contemplated expedition into Canada. Early in 1781 he proceeded with

La Fayette into Virginia to oppose the ravages of Arnold, and in the autumn of that year was actively en-

gaged with very full powers, under the orders of General Knox, in collecting and forwarding artillery and

other munitions to be employed in the siege of Yorktown. During that siege he was in alternate com-
mand of the artillery with Colonel Lamb and Lieutenant-colonel Carrington. After the surrender of Corn-

wallis. Lieutenant-colonel Stevens returned north, and from that time until the close of the war he remained

in command with Colonel Lamb, at West Point and its vicinity. When peace returned, he commenced the

business of a merchant in New York, at the same time performing the duties first of colonel, then of briga-

' The same officer whose name was appended to the report on the condition of the artillery of West
Point, which was furnished to Arnold when preparitig for his treasonable act. Major Bauman was post-

master at New York city for thirteen successive years, commencing in 17C0.

Journals of Congress, iv., 180.
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Position of the American Corps. Approach by Parallels. Cannonade and Bombardment. Burning of British Ships.

and Pennsylvanian troops, under Steuben ; the New York, Rhode Island, and New Jersey

troops, with sappers and miners under General Janaes Clinton
;

the light infantry under La Fayette ; and the Virginia militia

under Governor Nelson. The quarters of General Lincoln were

on the banks of Wormeley's Creek, on the extreme right. The
general disposition of the troops will be better understood by ref-

erence to the map on the next page.

From the first until the sixth of October, the besieging armies

were employed in bringing up heavy ordnance, and making other

preparations. The evening of the sixth was very dark and

stormy, and under cover of the gloom, the first parallel^ was com-

menced within six hundred yards of Cornwallis's works. Gen-

eral Lincoln commanded the troops detailed for this service. So

silently and so earnestly did they labor, that they were not dis-

cerned by the British sentinels, and before daylight the trenches

were sufficiently complete to shield the laborers fi:om the guns of

the enemy. On the afternoon of the ninth, several batteries and redoubts were completed,

and a general discharge of twenty-four and eighteen pounders was commenced by the Amer-

icans on the right. This cannonade was kept up without intermission during the night,

and early the next mornings- the French opened their batteries upon the enemy.
^ q^.^ ^^

For nearly eight hours there was an incessant roar of cannons and mortars ; and ^'^'^^

hundreds of bombs and round shot were poured upon the British works. So tremendous

was the bombardment, that the besieged soon withdrew their cannon from the embrasures,

and fired very few shots in return. At evening red hot cannon balls were hurled from the

French battery F, on the extreme left, at the Guadaloiipe and Charon, two British ves-

sels in the river. The Guadaloupe was driven from her post, and the Charon of forty-

four guns and three large transports were burned. The night was starry and mild, and in-

vited to repose, but the besiegers rested not, and York towu presented a scene of terrible

grandeur, such as is seldom witnessed by the eye of man.^ All night long the allies kept

dier, and finally of major general, commanding the division of artillery of the State of New York. He held

the latter olRce when the war of 1812 broke out, and was called into the service of the United States for

the defense of the city. He continued to be the senior major general of artillery until the peace of 1815.

General Stevens was often eniploj^ed by government in services requiring skill, energy, and integrity. In

the year 1800. he superintended the construction of fortifications on Governor's Island. For many years

he was one of the leading merchants of Nevt' York, in which pursuit he amassed a considerable fortune.

He died on the second of September, 1823.

Colonel Trumbull has introduced Lieutenant-colonel Stevens, in his picture of the surrender of Cornwal-

lis, mounted at the head of the regiment ; and also prominently in his picture of the surrender of Burgoyne.

Letters written to Colonel Stevens by Generals Washington, La Fayette, Schuyler, Knox, Gates, Lincoln,

and other officers, yet in possession of his family, attest the extent of his services, his etficiency as an officer,

and their high regard for him as a man. The gold medal voted by Congress to General Gates, and his

small library, were left to members of General Stevens's family, and are still retained by them. General

Stevens's second wife was Lucretia, sister of Colonel William Ledyard, who was massacred in Fort Gris-

wold, at Groton, as recorded on page 44.
' Adam Philip, Count De Custine, was born at Metz in 1740. He entered the army in early life, and

served under Frederick the Great, of Prussia, during the Seven Years' War. He commanded a regiment

in the French army in America, under Rochambeau. On returning to France, he was made governor of

Toulon. In 1792, he had command of the army of the Rhine, when he was suddenly summoned to Paris

by the Terrorists and sent to the guillotine. He was decapitated in August, 1793, at the age of fifty-three

years.

* Parallel is a technical term applied to trenches and embankments dug and thrown up as a protection

to besiegers against the guns of a fort. In this way the assailants may approach a fort, and construct bat-

teries within short gun-shot of the works of the beleaguered, and be well protected in their labors.

^ Doctor Thatcher in his journal, page 274, says, " From the bank of the river I had a fine view of this

splendid conflagration. The ships were enwrapped in a torrent of fire, which, spreading with vivid bright-

ness among the combustible rigging, and running with amazing rapidity to the tops of the several masts,

while all around was thunder and lightning from our numerous cannons and mortars, and in the darkness

<>f night, presented one of the most sublime and magnificent spectacles which can be imagined. Some of
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» Oct., 11.
up a cannonade, and early the next morning^^ another British vessel was set in

flames by a fiery ball, and consumed.

During the night of the eleventh, the besiegers commenced a second parallel, between

two and three hundred yards from the British works. The three succeeding days were de-

voted to the completion of this line of trenches, during which time the enemy opened new
embrasures in positions from which their fire was far more effective than at first. Two re-

doubts (K and L) on the left of the besieged and advanced three hundred yards in front of

the British works, flanked the second parallel, and greatly annoyed the men in the trenches.

Preparations were made on the fourteenth to carry them both by stoiTn. To excite a spirit

of emulation, the reduction of one was committed to the American light infantry under La
Fayette ; the other to a detachment of the French grenadiers and chasseurs, commanded
by Major-general the Baron De Viomenil, a brave and experienced officer. Toward even-

ing the two detachments marched to the assault. Colonel Alexander Hamilton, who had

commanded a battalion of light infantry during this campaign, led the advanced corps of

the Americans, assisted by Colonel Gimat, La Fayette's aid ; while Colonel Laurens, with

our shells over-reaching the town, are seen to fall into the river, and bursting, throw up columns of water,

like the spouting of the monsters of the deep.

Note.—Explanation of the Map.—A, British outworks taken possession of by the Americans on their

arrival. B, first parallel. C, D, American batteries, -^j a bomb battery. G, French batter3^ H, French

bomb battery. I, second parallel. K, redoubt stormed by the Americans. L, redoubt stormed by the

French. M M M, French batteries. N, French bomb batterv, 0, American batteries.
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Successful Assault upon two Redoubts. Loss sustained by the Combatants. Bravery and Loss of the French Grenadiers.

eighty men, turned the redoubt, in order to intercept the retreat of the garrison. At a given

signal, the troops rushed furiously to the charge without firing

a gun, the van being led by Captain Aaron Ogden, of New
Jersey. Over the abatis and palisades they leaped, and with

such vehemence and rapidity assaulted and entered the works,

that their loss was inconsiderable. One sergeant and eight

privates were killed ; and seven officers, and twenty-five non-

commissioned officers and privates were wounded. Colonel Gi-

mat received a slight wound in the foot, and Major Gibbs, com-

mander of Washington's Life-guard, was also slightly wound-

ed. Major Campbell, who commanded the redoubt, and some

inferior officers, with seventeen privates, were made prisoners.

Eight privates of the garrison were killed in the assault, but

not one was injured after the surrender.' This redoubt (K, on

the map) was upon the high river bank, on the extreme right of the American lines. When
I visited the spot in 1848, the remains of the embankments were quite prominent.

The redoubt (L) stormed by the French un-

der Viomenil was garrisoned by a greater force,

and was not so easily overcome. It was de-

fended by a lieutenant colonel, and one hundred

.and twenty men. After a combat of nearly

half an hour, the redoubt was surrendered.

Eighteen of the garrison were killed, and forty-

two were made prisoners. The French lost in

killed and wounded about one hundred men.^

In this engagement Count Mathieu Dumas (see

portrait, on next page), one of Rochambeau's

aids, bore a conspicuous part. He was in the

advanced corps, and was one of the first who
entered the redoubt.'' In this assault the Count

De Deuxponts, who led the French grenadiers,

was slightly wounded. Count Charles De La-

raeth, the adjutant general, was also wounded, y.^,^ ^^^^ th^ s„e ^^ ^^.^ redoubt.^

^ Gordon (iii., 258) says that La Fayette, with the sanction of Washington, ordered the assailants to re-

member Fort Griswold (see page 44), and put every man of the garrison to death after the redoubt should

be captured. There is no other than verbal evidence that such an order was ever given, an order so re-

pugnant to the character of both Washington and La Fayette. Colonel Hamilton afterward publicly de-

nied the truth of the allegation ; and so also did La Fayette. Stedman, an officer under Cornwallis, and

historian of the war, does not mention it.

^ This view is from the mounds looking northwest, up the York River. The first head-land on the right

is Gloucester Point, and upon the high bank on the left is situated the village of Yorktown. The dark spot

in the bank indicates the place of the so-called Cormvaliis's Cave.
^ Doctor Thatcher says, the reason why the loss of the French was so much greater than that of the

Americans was the fact that they awaited the removal of the abatis before they made the assault, and all

that time were exposed to the galling fire of the enemy. Doctor Munson informed me that while the as-

sault upon these redoubts was progressing, Washington, with Lincoln, Knox, and one or two other officers,

were standing in the grand battery (C) watching every movement, through the embrasures, with great anx-

iety. When the last redoubt was captured, Washington turned to Knox, and said, " The work is done, and

well done;" and then called to his servant, " Billy, hand me my horse."
* Rochambeau, in his Memoirs., mentions an interesting circumstance connected with the attack upon this

redoubt. The grenadiers of the regiment of Gatcnois, which had been formed out of that of Auvergne,

called Sans Tache, were led to the attack. When informed that they were to be engaged in this perilous

enterprise, they declared their willingness " to be killed, even to the last man," if their original name,

which they so much revered, would be restored to them. Rochambeau promised them it should be done.

They fought like tigers, and one third of their number were killed. When Rochambeau reported this affair

to the king, Louis signed the order, restoring to the regiment the name of Royal Auvergne. Dumas, ill

his Memoirs, vol. i., 52, also mentions this circumstance.
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a musket ball passing through both knees. Washington was highly gratified with the suc-

cess of these assaults, and in general orders the next day con-

gratulated the armies on the result.

During the night of the fourteenth, these redoubts were in-

cluded in a second parallel, and by five o'clock the next after-

noona some howitzers, which had been placed in them,
,

.

. a Oct 15.

were openefl upon the British works. The situation

of Cornwallis was now becoming desperate. Beleaguered on

all sides by a superior force, his strongest defenses crumbling or

passing into the possession of the besiegers, and no tidings from

General Clinton to encourage him, the British commander was

filled with the gloomiest apprehensions. Knowing that the

town would be untenable when the second parallel should be

completed, he sent out a detachment under Lieutenant-colonel

Abercrornbie, to make a sortie against two almost completed

batteries, guarded by French troops. They made a furious as-

sault at about four o'clock in the morning, t> and were successful ; but the guards

from the trenches soon drove the assailants back, and their enterprise was fruitless

of advantage.

Cornwallis, confident that he could not maintain his position, determined to make a des-

perate effort at flight. His plan was to leave the sick and his baggage behind ;
cross over

to Gloucester, and, with his detachment there, cut up or disperse the troops of De Choise,

Weeden, and Lauzun ; mount his infantry on horses taken from the duke's legion, and others

that might be seized in the neighborhood ; by rapid marches gain the forks of the Rappa-

hannock and Potomac, and, forcing his way through Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New Jer-

sey, form a junction with the army in New York. This was a most hazardous undertak-

ing, but his only alternative was flight or capture. Boats were accordingly prepared, and

at ten o'clock on the evening ol' the sixteenth a portion of his troops were conveyed across

to Gloucester. So secretly was the whole movement performed, that the patriots did not

perceive it ; and had not a power mightier than man's interposed an obstacle, Cornwallis's

desperate plan might have been successfully accomplished. The first body of troops had

scarcely reached Gloucester Point, when a storm of wind and rain, almost as sudden and

fierce as a summer tornado, made the passage of the river too hazardous to be again attempt-

ed. The storm continued with unabated violence until morning, and Cornwallis was obliged

to abandon his design. The troops were brought back without much loss, and now the last

ray of hope began to fade from the vision of the earl.

At daybreak, on the morning of the seventeenth, several new batteries in the second par-

ellel were opened, and a more terrible storm of shells and round shot was poured upon the

town than had yet been experienced by the enemy. Governor Nelson, who was at the

1 Count Mathieu Dumas, who, after his return from America, was made a lieutenant general, was born

in Montpellier, in 1753. At the age of twenty he entered the army. He accompanied Rochambeau to

America as his aid, and served with distinction at the siege of Yorktown. On his return to Europe, he

entered into the French service. He was married to Julia De La Rue in 1785. In 1789 he was elected

a member of the Legislative Assembly, and from that period until the close of Napoleon's career he was

continually engaged in the most active public duties. Yet he found time to use his pen, which he wielded

with power. "aI the beginning of the " Reign of Terror," he fled with his family, in company with Count

Charles Lameth, who was wounded at Yorktown, to England. He soon returned, but was obliged to flee

into Switzerland. He acted with La Fayette in the reorganization of the National Guard, and was at length

elevated to a place in the Chamber of Peers. He was with Bonaparte at the battle of Waterloo, and with

that event closed his military career. The leisure which ensued he employed in writing historical essays,

and preparing Memoirs of his own times. These extend from 1773 to 1826, when he was seventy-three

years of age." From these Memoirs I have compiled this brief notice of his public life. He took an active

part in the French Revolution in 1830, and co-operated with La Fayette in placing Louis Philippe on the

throne. He died at the house of his son (the editor of his Memoirs), in 1837, at the age of almost eighty-

iive years. He was thirty-five years of age when Trumbull painted the portrait here given.
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head of the Virginia militia, commanded the first hattery that opened upon the British

works that morning. His fine stone mansion, the x. -

most commodious in the place, was a prominent ob-

ject within the British lines. He knew that Corn-

Avallis and his staff occupied it, and was probably

in it when he began the cannonade. Regardless

of the personal loss that must ensue, he pointed one

of his heaviest guns directly toward his house, and

ordered the gunner, and also a bombardier, to play

upon it with the greatest vigor.' The desired ef-

fect was accomplished. Upon the heights of Sara-

toga, Burgoyne found no place secure from the can-

non-balls of the besiegers ; in Yorktown there was

like insecurity f and before ten o'clock in the morn-

ing, Cornwallis beat a parley, and proposed a cessa-

tion of hostilities. The house of Governor Nelson, I have already mentioned, still bears

many scars received during the bombardment ; and in the yard attached to the dwelling, I

saw a huge unexploded bomb-shell which was cast there by order of the patriot owner.

Cornwallis, despairing of victory or escape, sent a flag to Washington with a request that

hostilities should be suspended for twenty-four hours, and that commissioners should be ap-

pointed to meet at Mrs. Moore's house on the right of the American lines, and just in the

rear of the first parellel,' to arrange terms for the surrender of hiff array. Washington was

unwilling to waste precious time in negotiations, for, in the mean while, the augmented

British fleet might arrive, and give the earl an opportunity to escape.^ In his reply to

' Never did a man display more lofty patriotism than Governor Nelson on this occasion. He was the

chief magistrate of the state, and by virtue of his office was commander-in-chief of its militia. At that

time the treasury of Virginia was empty, and there was great apprehension that the militia would disband

for want of pay. Governor Nelson applied to a wealthy citizen to borrow money on the credit of the state.

The security was not considered safe, and the patriot pledged his private property as collateral. The money

was obtained and used for the public service. Because Governor Nelson exercised his prerogative as chief

magistrate of the state in impressing men into the military service on the occasion of the siege of Yorktown,

many influential men were offended, and many mortal enemies appeared. But he outlived all the wounds

of malice, and posterity does honor to his name.
^ Dr. Thatcher says :

" I have this day visited the town of York, to witness the destructive effects of the

siege. It contains about sixty houses ;
some of them are elegant, many of them are greatly damaged, and

some totally ruined, being shot through in a thousand places, and honey-combed, ready to crumble to pieces.

Eich furniture and books were scattered over the ground, and the carcasses of men and horses, half covered

with earth, exhibited a scene of ruin and horror beyond description. The earth in many places is thrown

up into mounds by the force of our shells, and it is difficult to point to a spot where a man could have re-

sorted for safety.

^ This view is from the street looking northwest. A long wooden building, with steep roof and dormer

windows, a portion of which is seen on the left, is also a relic of the Revolutionary era. It, too, was much

damaged by the bombardment. A few feet from the door of Mr. Nelson's dwelling is a fine laurel-tree.

On the occasion of La Fayette's visit to Yorktown in 1824, a large concourse of people were assembled;

branches were taken from this laurel-tree, woven into a civic crown, and placed upon the head of the ven-

erable marquis. He took it from his brow, and placing it upon that of Preserved Fish, who accompanied

him, remarked that none in all that company was better entitled to wear the mark of honor than he.

^ See the map on page 518.
^ Delay on that occasion would, indeed, have been dangerous, perhaps fatal to the hopes of the Americans.

Admiral Digby hastened the repairs of his vessels with all possible dispatch, and on the very day when

the capitulation was signed, Sir Henry Clinton, with seven thousand of his best troops, sailed for the Chesa-

peake to aid Cornwallis, under a convoy of twenty-five ships of the line. This armament appeared off the

Capes of Virginia on the twenty-fourth ;
but, receiving unquestionable intelligence of the capitulation at

Yorktown, the British general returned to New York.

Thomas Anburey, a British officer in Burgoyne's army, and who served in America until near the close

of 1781, published two interesting volumes, called Travels in America. Alluding to the capture of Corn-

wallis, which occurred three or four weeks previous to his sailing for Europe, he says :
" When the British

fleet left Sandy Hook, General Washington had certain intelligence of it, within forty-eight hours after it

sailed, although at such a considerable distance as near six hundred miles, by means of signal guns and

TT L I,
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Cornwallis's letter, Washington desired him to transmit his proposals in writing previous to

the meeting of the commissioners, for which purpose he would order a cessation of hostilities

for two hours. To this the earl consented, and within the stipulated time he sent a rough

draft of the general basis of his proposals.' Washington, perceiving that there would prob-

ably be no serious disagreement finally, also sent Cornwallis a general basis of terms upon

which he should expect him to surrender.^ Commissioners were appointed to meet in con-

y - ference at Moore's house, and hostilities were suspended

^^itf^ rX^ /S5^ "^^^ for the night. The American commissioners were Colonel

^ Laurens,^ and Viscount De Noailles, a relative of La Fay-

ette's wife ; the British commissioners were Lieutenant-colonel Dundas and Major Pvoss.

The commissioners met early on the morning of the eighteenth ;a but, being unable

17B1.' to adjust the terms of capitulation^ definitively, only a rough draft of them could be

alarms. A very notorious rebel in New York, ("rom the top of his house, hung out the signal of a white

flag the moment the fleet got under way, which was immediately answered by the firing of a gun at a

small village about a mile from our post at Paulus' Hook (now Jersey Cit}') ;
after that a continual firing

of cannon was heard on the opposite shore ; and about two days after the fleet sailed, was the period in

which General Washington was so pressing for the army to surrender."—Volume ii., page 481. There is

no evidence that Washington was informed of the departure of the fleet previous to the surrender. Al-

though Digby did not leave Sandy Hook until the nineteenth, on account of unfavorable winds and other

causes of delay, ho left the harbor of New York on the seventeenth.

' He proposed that the garrisons at York and Gloucester should be prisoners of war, with the customary

honors ; that the British soldiers should be sent to Great Britain, and the Germans to Germany, under an

engagement not to serve against France, America, or their allies, until released or regularly exchanged
;

that all arms and public stores should be delivered to the conqueror, reserving the usual indulgence of side-

arms to oflicers, and of retaining private property by the officers and soldiers
;
and that the interests of sev-

eral individuals (Tories) in civil capacities, and connected with the British, should be attended to, and their

persons respected.
^ Washington declared that a general basis for a definitive treaty should be the reception of the two gar-

risons as prisoners of war, with the same honors as were granted to the American prisoners at Charleston;

but he would* not agree to send the prisoners out of the country. They were to be marched to some con-

venient place, where they could be sustained and treated kindly. The shipping and boats in the harbor of

Yorktown and Gloucester, with all their guns, stores, tackling, apparel, and furniture, to be delivered to a naval

officer appointed to receive them. The artillery, arms, munitions, and public stores to be delivered up, and

the sick and wounded to be supplied with the British hospital stores, and attended by the hospital surgeons.

Cornwallis, in reply, asked the privilege of retaining the Bonetta sloop of war, and sufficient officers and

men, to carry his dispatches to Sir Henry Clinton, pledging her safe delivery to the conqueror subsequently,

if she escaped the dangers of the sea. This was granted.

^ At that very time. Colonel Laurens's father, -who had been president of Congress, was confined in the

Tower of London on a charge of high treason. He had been captured at sea while on his way to Holland

to solicit a loan. This circumstance will be more fully noticed hereafter.

• The following is an abstract of the Articles of Capitulation : I. The garrisons at York and Gloucester

to surrender themselves prisoners of war ; the land troops to remain prisoners to the United States ; the

naval forces to the naval army of the French king. II. The artillery, munitions, stores, &c., to be deliver-

ed to proper officers appointed to receive them. III. The two redoubts captured on the sixteenth to be

surrendered, one to the Americans, the other to the French troops. The garrison at York to march out

at two o'clock, with shouldered arms, colors cased,* and drums beating ;
there to lay down their arms and

return to their encampment. The works on the Gloucester side to be delivered to the Americans and

French ; the garrison to lay down their arms at three o'clock. IV. The officers to retain their side-arms,

papers, and private property. Also, the property of Loyalists found in the garrison to be retained. V. The

soldiers to be kept in Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, and to be subsisted by tlie Americans. Brit-

ish, Anspach, and Hessian oflicers allowed to be quartered near them, and supply them with clothing and

necessities. VI. The oflicers allowed to go on parole to Europe, or to any part of the American confed-

eracy
;
proper vessels to be granted by Count De Grasse to convey them, under flags of truce, to New York,

within ten days, if they choose. Passports to be granted to those who go by land. VII. Officers allowed

to keep soldiers as servants, and servants, not soldiers, not to be considered prisoners. VIII. The Bonetta

to be under the entire control of Cornwallis, to go to New York with dispatches, and then to be delivered

to Count De Grasse.f IX. Traders not considered close prisoners of war but on parole, and allowed three

* This disposition of colors is considered degrading. Lincoln was obliged to submit to it at Charleston, where the British

general intended it as an insult. As Washington made the terms of surrender " those of Charleston," Cornwallis was obliged

to submit.

t As Washington refused to agree to any stipulations respecting the Tories in the British camp, many of them sailed in the

Bonetta for New York, unwilling to brave the ire of their ofl'ended countrymen.
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prepared, which was submitted to the consideration of Cornwallis. Washington would not

/C^^

permit the delay that might >^,

ensue by leaving these open to /^ ^^

*

further negotiation
; he, there- (^0'1"'^K7\}''T(/C-'C^

fore, had the rough articles fair- ^/^ /^
ly transcribed, and sent them to ^y7 J ^/^ X
his lordship early on the morn- /^ > ' /•/ "^ -^^^-f^"^^ (2C^ '

ing of the nineteenth, Avith a tJ '

y
letter expressing his expecta- //

tion that they would be signed //
by eleven o'clock, and that the ^^^ simile of the last article of the capitulation.

months to dispose of their property, or remove it. X. Loyalists not to be punished on account of having

joined the British army. Considering this matter to be of a civil character, Washington would not assent

to the article. XL Proper hospitals to be furnished for the sick and wounded, they to be attended by the
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garrison would march out by two in the afternoon. Cornwallis was obliged to submit, and

at the appointed hour the garrisons at York and Gloucester, the shipping in the harbor, and

all the ammunition, stores, &c., were surrendered, after a siege of thirteen days,, to the land

and naval forces of America and France. The ceremony, on the occasion of the surrender,

was exceedingly imposing. The American army was drawn up on the right side of the road

leading from Yorktown to Hampton (see map), and the French army on the left. Their

lines extended more than a mile in length. Washington, upon his white charger, was at

the head of the American column ; and Pvochambeau, upon a powerful bay horse, was at the

head of the French column. A vast concourse of people, equal in number, according to

eye-witnesses, to the military, was also assembled from the surrounding country to partici-

pate in the joy of the event. Universal silence prevailed as the vanquished troops slowly

marched out of their intrenchments, with their colors cased and their drums beating a Brit-

ish tune, and passed between the columns of the combined armies.' All were eager to look

upon Cornwallis, the terror of the South,' in the hour of his adversity. They were disap-

pointed ; he had given himself up to vexation and despair, and, feigning illness, he sent Gen-

eral O'Hara with his sword, to lead the vanquished army to the field of humiliation. Hav-

ing arrived at the head of the line, General O'Hara advanced toward Washington, and,

taking ofi^ his hat, apologized for the absence of Earl Cornwallis. The commander-in-chief

pointed him to General Lincoln for directions. It must have been a proud moment for Lin-

coln, for only the year before he was obliged to make a humiliating surrender of his army

to British conquerors at Charleston. Lincoln conducted the royal troops to the field select-

ed for laying down their arms, and there General O'Hara delivered to him the sword of

Cornwallis ; Lincoln received it, and then politely handed it back to O'Hara, to be return-

ed to the earl.

The delivery of the colors of the several regiments, twenty-eight in number, was next per-

formed. For this purpose, twenty-eight British captains, each bearing a flag in a case, were

drawn up in line. Opposite to them, at a distance of six paces, twenty-eight American ser-

geants were placed in line to receive the colors. Ensign Wilson of Clinton's brigade, the

youngest commissioned officer in the army (being then only eighteen years of age), was ap-

pointed by Colonel Hamilton, the oflficer of the day, to conduct this interesting ceremony.'

British surgeons. XII. Wagons to be furnished, if possible, for carrying the baggage of officers attending

the soldiers, and of the hospital sursreons when traveling on account of the sick. XIII. The shipping and

boats in the two harbors, with all their appendages, arms, and stores, to be deli^-ered up, unimpaired, after

the private property was unloaded.* XIV. This article is given entire in the prec«4iling fac simile, which,

with the signatures, I copied from the original document, now in possession of Peter Force, Esq., of Wash-

in<Tton City! These articles were signed,^on the part of the British, by Lord Cornwallis, and by Thomas Sy-

monds, the naval commander in York River ;
on the part of the allied armies, by Washington, Rocham-

beau, Barras. and De Grasse.
1 The Abbe Robin, chaplain to the French army, wrote an interesting account of this siege and surren-

der. He says, " We were all surprised at the good condition of the English troops, as well as their clean-

liness of dress.' To account for their good appearance, Cornwallis had opened all the stores (about to be

surrendered) to the soldiers before the capitulation took place. Each had on a complete new suit, but all

their finery seemed to humble them the more, when contrasted with the miserable appearance of the Amer-

icans."— iV^ew Travels in North America in the year 1781, and Campaigns of the Army of Count De

Rochambcau.
, , •, , i , c u

"^ The conduct of Lord Cornwallis during his march of over fifteen hundred miles through the bouthern

States was often discraceful to the British name. He suffered dwelling-houses to be plundered of every

thing that could be carried off; and it was well known that his lordship's table was furnished with plate

thus^obtained from private families. His march was more frequently that of a marauder than an honorable

general. It is estimated that Virsiinia alone lost, during Cornwallis's attempt to reduce it, thirty thousand

slaves. It was also estimated, at the time, from the best information that could be obtained, that, during the

six months previous to the surrender at Yorktown, the whole devastations of his army amounted in value

to about fifteen millions of dollars.
tt , j u

^ Robert Wilson, the honored ensign on this occasion, was a native of New York. He had been early

trained in the duties and hardships of military life, by his maternal uncle, the famous Captain Gregg well

* Considerable private property of the loyal citizens had been placed on board the vessels for security during the siege.

This was included in the terms of the article.
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When Wilson gave the order for the British captains to advance two paces, to deliver up

their colors, and the American sergeants to advance two paces to receive them, the former

hesitated, and gave as a reason that they were unwilling to surrender their flags to non-

commissioned officers. Hamilton, who was at a distance, observed this hesitation, and rode

up to inquire the cause. On being informed, he willingly spared the feelings of the British

captains, and ordered Ensign Wilson to receive them himself, and hand them to the Amer-

ican sergeants. This scene is depicted in the engraving.

When the colors were surrendered, the whole royal army laid down their arms. It was

an exceedingly humiliating task for the captives, for they had been for months enjoying vic-

tories under their able commander, and had learned to look upon the rebels with profound

contempt.* After grounding their arms and laying off their accoutrements, they were con-

ducted back to their lines, and guarded by a sufficient force until they commenced their

march for permanent quarters in the interior of Virginia and Maryland.*

The loss of the British on this occasion was one hundred and fifty-six killed, three hund-

red and twenty-six wounded, and seventy missing. The M'hole number surrendered by ca-

pitulation was a little more than seven thousand,^ according to the most reliable authorities,

making the total loss between seventy-five and seventy-eight hundred. The combined army

employed in the siege consisted of about seven thousand regular American troops, more than

five thousand French, and four thousand militia ; a total of over sixteen thousand men.

Their loss during the siege, of killed and wounded, was only about three hundred. The ar-

tillery, and military stores and provisions surrendered, were very considerable. There were

seventy-five brass, and one hundred and sixty iron cannons ; seven thousand seven hundred

and ninety-four muskets ; twenty-eight regimental standards (ten of them English, and

eighteen German) ; a large quantity of cannon and musket-balls, bombs, carriages, &c., &c.

The military chest contained nearly eleven thousand dollars in specie.''

a Oct "0 ^" ^^^ '^^y succeeding the surrender,^ Washington, in general orders, expressed

1771-
' his great approbation of the conduct of both armies. Among the generals whom

the commander-in-chief particularly named w^re Count De Pwochambeau, Du Portail, and

other distinguished French officers ; and Generals Lincoln, Knox, La Fayette, and Steuben,

of the American army.* He also spoke warmly of Governor Nelson, and expressed his grati-

tude to him for his essential aid. Joy pervaded all hearts, and that there might be none

known in the history of the Mohawk Valley. One of his exploits I have related on page 252, volume i.

Young Wilson became attached to the army at the age of twelve years. His commission as ensign (which

I have seen) is dated June ninth, 1781, four months previous to the surrender at Yorlitown. At the close

of the war, he became a member of the Society of the Cincinnati, and from his certificate I made the copy

printed on page 128. He settled in Central New York when it was a wilderness ; was magistrate many
years; and for some time was postmaster at Manlius, in Onondago county. He died in the year 1811,

leaving a widow, who still survives him, and four children, all of whom are now dead. The late James

Gregg Wilson, one of the proprietors of the Brother Jonathan newspaper, was his last surviving child. The

statement in the text respecting his participation in the surrender of the colors at Yorktown I recc'ved from

his relatives, and have no reason to doubt its truth. It is also corroborated by an eye-witness who lived to

the age of ninety-eight, and knew Wilson from his boyhood until his death.

' Dr. Thatcher, who was present, says that he saw many of the soldiers, with sullen countenances, throw

down their guns on the pile with violence, as if determined to render them unfit for further service. By

order of General Lincoln, this conduct was checked, and they were made to lay them down in an orderly

manner.
* The British prisoners were marched, some to Winchester, in Virginia, and some to Fort Frederick, and

Fredericktown, in Maryland. The latter portion were guarded by militia, commanded by General Philip

Van Cortlandt, and many serious quarrels between them and their custodians occurred. They were finally

removed to Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, and guarded by Continental troops. Cornwallis and other British

officers went by sea to New York on parole. Arrangements were finally made for the exchange of most

of them.
^ An estimate made soon after the surrender, made the total loss of the British eleven thousand eight hund-

red. In that estimate was included two thousand sailors, one thousand eight hundred negroes, and one

thousand five hundred Tories. * Ramsay, Gordon, Marshall, Stedman, Robin, Thacher, Botta, Sparks.

* Brigadiers Du Portail and Knox were each promoted to the rank of major general ; and Colonel Go-

vion, and Captain Rochefontain, of the corps of engineers, were each advanced a grade, by brevet.
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ROCHAMBEAU.2

excluded from a participation in the general thanksgiving, the commander-in-chief ordered

that all those who were under arrest or confinement should

be immediately set at liberty ;^ and as the next day was
the Sabbath, he closed his orders by directing divine service

to be performed in the several brigades on the morrow.
The surrender of Cornwallis with so large a portion of

the British army in America secured the Independence of

the United States. The strong arm of military oppression,

moved by governmental power, was paralyzed, and the king

and his ministers, from the hour when intelligence of the

event reached them, abandoned all hopes of subduing the re-

bellion and preserving the integrity of the realm. The blow

of disseverance had fallen ; war could no longer subserve a

useful purpose ; humanity and sound policy counseled peace.

Great was the exultation and joy of the Americans as the

intelligence went from lip to lip throughout the confedera-

tion. Lieutenant-colonel Tilghman, one of Washington's aids-de-camp, rode express to

Philadelphia to carry the dispatches of the chief announcing the joyful tidings to Congress.

It was midnight when he entered the city. a Thomas M'Kean was then presi- aOct23
dent of the Continental Congress, and resided in High Street, near Second. Tilgh- i^bi.

man knocked at his door so vehemently, that a watchman was disposed to arrest him as a

disturber of the peace. MKean arose, and presently the glad tidings were made known.

The watchmen throughout the city proclaimed the hour, adding ''and Cornwallis is taken.'"

That annunciation, ringing out upon the frosty night air, aroused thousands from their beds.

Lights were seen moving in almost every house ; and soon the streets were thronged with

men and women all eager to hear the details. It was a night of great joy in Philadelphia,

for the people had anxiously awaited intelligence from Yorktown. The old State House

bell rang out its notes of gladness, and the first blush of morning was greeted with the boom-

ing of cannons.

Congress assembled at an early hour, and the grave orators of that august body could

hardly repress huzzas while Secretary Thompson read the letter from Washington announc-

ing the capitulation of Cornwallis. On motion of Edmund Randolph, Congress resolved to

ffo in procession at two o'clock the same dayb to the Dutch Lutheran Church,
. ... b Oct ''4

" and return thanks to Almighty God for crowning the allied armies of the United

States and France with success." A committee was appointed, ° to whom were referred

the letters of Washington, and who were instructed to report resolutions of thanks to the

armies and their officers, and to recommend appropriate honors.'' The committee reported

on the twenty-ninth, and Congress resolved that their thanks should be presented to Wash-
ington, Pwochambeau, and De Grasse, and the officers and soldiers under their respective

commands ; that a marble column should be erected at Yorktown in commemoration of the

I Thatcher, 281.
^ Jean Baptists Donatien de Vimeur, the Count De Rochambeau, was born at Vendome in 1725,

and entered the army at the age of sixteen years. In 1746 he became aid-de-camp to Louis Philippe,

duke of Orleans, and was afterward appointed to the command of the regiment of La Marche. ite was
wounded at the battle of Lafeldt, where he distinguished himself. He fought bravely at Creveldt, Minden,

Corbach, and Clostercamp. He was made lieutenant general in 1779, and in 1780 came to America with

a strong force. After assisting in the capture of Cornwallis at Yorktown, and remaining several months

in America, he returned to France, and was raised to the rank of field-marshal by Louis XVI. During

the French Revolution, he was appointed to the command of the army of the North. He was superseded,

and suffered the persecutions of calumny, but a decree of approbation was passed in 1792. He then retired

to his estate near Vendome. Under the tyranny of Robespierre, he was arrested, and narrowly escaped death.

In 1803 Bonaparte granted him a pension, and the cross of grand officer of the Legion of Honor. He died

in 1807, at the age of sixty-one. His Memoirs were published in 1809.

^ The committee consisted of Edmund Randolph, Elias Boudinot, Joseph Varnum, and Charles Carroll.

* Journals of Congress, vii., 162
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event ;' that two stands of colors taken from Cornwallis should be presented to Washing-

I
ton in the name of the United States ; that two

I
J pieces of the field ordnance captured at York should

J,

,

,
1 be presented to each of the French commanders,

II
Ilochambeau and De Grasse ; and that the Board

IJIlj j

., flji of War should present to Lieutenant-colonel Tilgh-

1 man, in the name of the United States, a horse

'x3ijir
I

I

properly caparisoned, and an elegant sword. Con-

V
'

i gress also issued a proclamation appointing the thir-

- --j teenth day of December for a general thanksgiving

T^{ and prayer throughout the confederacy, on account

of this signal mark of Divine favor. Legislative

bodies, executive councils, city corporations, and

;

many private societies, presented congratulatory ad-

-^' dresses to the commanding generals and their offi-

'' cers ; and from almost every pulpit in the land arose
Bkitish Fi.ag.2 ^\^q voice of thanksgiving and praise, accompanied

the alleluiahs of thousands of worshipers at the altar of the Lord of Hosts.

The king and his ministers were sorely perplexed when the intelligence reached them.^

Parliament assembled on the twenty-seventh of November ; its first business was a consid-

eration of the news of the disasters in America, which reached ministers officially on Sun-

day, the twenty-fifth. a Violent debates ensued, and Fox even went so far as

to intimate that Lord North was in the pay of the French. The minister in-

dignantly repelled the insinuation, and justified the war on the ground of its justice, and

the proper maintenance of British rights. Upon this point he was violently assailed by

Burke, who exclaimed, " Good God I are we yet to be told of the rights for which we
went to war I Oh, excellent rights I Oh, valuable rights I Valuable you should be, for

we have paid dear at parting with you. Oh, valuable rights ! that have cost Britain thir-

teen provinces, four islands,^ one hundred thousand men, and more than seventy millions

[three hundred and fifty millions of dollars] of money !" The younger Pitt distinguished

himself in this debate, and was a powerful aid to the opposition. On the thirtieth of No-

vember, that party proposed the bold measure (last adopted during the Revolution of 1688)
of not granting supplies until the ministers .should give a pledge to the people that the war
in America should cease. This motion, however, was lost by a vote of nearly two to one.

Several conflicting propositions were made by both parties, but without any definite result,

' The marble for this cohmiii, like many other monuments ordered by the Continental Congress, is yet

in the quarry. It was proposed to have it " ornamented with emblems of the alliance between the United

States and his most Christian majesty, and inscribed with a succinct narrative of the surrender of Earl
Cornwallis," to Washington, Rochambeau, and De Grasse.

—

Journals, vii., 166.

^ This is a representation of one of the flags surrendered at Yorktown, and presented to Washington. I

made this sketch of the flag itself, then in the Museum at Alexandria, in Virginia. It belonged to the sev-

enth regiment. The size of the flag is six feet long, and five feet four inches wide. The ground is blue
;

the central stripe of the cross red ; the marginal ones white. In the center is a crown, and beneath it a

garter with its inscription, " Honi soil qui mal y pensc," inclosing a full-blown rose. These are neatly

embroidered with silk. The fabric of the flag is heavy twilled silk.

^ Sir N. W. Wraxall, in his Historical Memoirs oj' his Own Times (page 246), has left an interesting rec-

ord of the eflTect of the news of the surrender of Cornwallis upon the minds of Lord North and the k'mcr.

The intelligence reached the cabinet on Sunday, the twenty-fifth of November, at noon. Wraxf.ll asked

Lord George Germain how North " took the communication ?" " As he would have taken a cannon-ball

in his breast," replied Lord George ;
" for he opened his arms, exclaiming wildly, as he paced up and down

the apartment during a few minutes, ' Oh ! God, it is all over !' words which he repeated many times,

under emotions of the deepest consternation and distress." Lord George Germain sent oflT a dispatch to

the kmg, w^ho was then at Kew. The king wrote a calm letter in reply, but it was remarked, as evidence

of unusual emotion, that he had omitted to mark the hour and minute of his writing, which he was always
accustomed to do with scrupulous precision. Yet the handwriting evinced composure of mind.

* He referred to disasters in the West Indies, and the loss of Minorca in the Mediterranean.
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and on the twentieth of December, Parliament adjourned to the twenty-first of Jan-

uary.^

Although the British power in America was subdued, it still had vitality. The enemy

yet held important posts in the Southern States, and Washington resolved to profit by the

advantage he now possessed, by capturing or dispersing the royal garrisons at Wilmington,

Charleston, and Savannah. For this purpose, he solicited the aid of Count De Grasse in

an expedition against Charleston. He repaired on board the Ville de Paris, and held a

personal conference with the admiral. To the urgent solicitations of Washington, De Grasse

replied that " the orders of his court, ulterior projects, and his engagement with the Span-

iards, rendered it impossible for him to remain on the coast during the time which would

be required for the operation." He also declined conveying troops to the South for re-en-

forcing General Greene, but he consented to remain a few days in Chesapeake Bay, to cover

the transportation of the Eastern troops and of the ordnance, to the head of Elk. These,

under the command of General Lincoln, were embarked on the second of November, and

from the head of Elk proceeded by land to winter quarters in Pennsylvania, New Jersey,

and on the Hudson River. On the fourth, St. Simon embarked his troops, and on that

day the French fleet sailed out of the Chesapeake for the West Indies. Before it sailed,

Washington presented Count De Grasse with two beautiful horses, as a token of his per-

sonal esteem.

The French army remained in Virginia (Pvochambeau having his head-quarters at Will-

iamsburg), ready to co-operate with the Americans North or South. There they remained

until the next summer,b when they joined the Continental army on the Hudson."
^^ ^

They proceeded to New England in the autumn, and early in December embarked

at Boston for the West Indies. General St. Clair, with a body of troops, was sent to re-

enforce General Greene at the South. He was directed to march by the way of Wilming-

ton, and dislodge the enemy there. This he eflected, and at the close of 1781 there was

not a hostile foot except those of resident Tories and prisoners of war, in all Virginia or

North Carolina.

When Washington had completed all his arrangements, he left Yorktown.c and
^ j^^^ ^

hastened to Eltham, the seat of Colonel Bassett, to the bedside of Mr. Custis, the I'^i-

only son of Mrs. Washington. He arrived in time to see him die, and stayed there a few

days to mingle his grief with that of the afflicted widow. Mr. Custis was a member of the

Virginia Legislature, and was then only twenty-eight years of age.^ From Eltham, Wash-

ington proceeded to Philadelphia by way of Mount Vernon, receiving and answering various

public addresses on the way. On the day after his arrival in Philadelphia, f' he
^ ^^^ ^^

went to the State House, and on being introduced into the hall of Congress by two

members, he was greeted by a congratulatory address by the president. He remained some

time in Philadelphia, and was regarded with reverence by all classes.

We will here close the chronicle, visit the historical localities about Yorktown, and then

ride down to Hampton, near Old Point Comfort.

In company with Mr. Nelson, I rode to " Moore's House," where the commissioners of

the two armies met to agree upon terms of capitulation. On our way we visited the site

of the two redoubts (K and L, on the map) captured respectively by the Americans and

French. The visible lines of the one assailed by the French cross the road leading to

Moore's house. On each side of the way the embankments are quite prominent. The re-

mains of the other one, on the river bank, are noticed and delineated on page 519. In the

fields farther south, crossing the Hampton road, and extending almost to the old Jamestown

road along which the American division of the allied armies approached Yorktown, might

be seen a ridge, the remains of the second parallel. In a southwesterly direction, about a

1 The order and discipline of the French army while on this march, and the deputation of Quakers who

met Rochanibeau at Philadelphia, are noticed on page 55.

2 Mr. Custis left four infant children. Washington adopted the two younger, a son and daughter. The

son still survives ; the respected George Washington Parke Custis, Esq., of Arlington House, Virginia.



530 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Moore's House and its Associations. Place of Surrender. Governor Nelson's House. Departure for Hampton.

:ft^4

Moobe's House.'

mile and a half distant, is the low ground where the armies rested before making a disposi-

tion of their forces for attacking Cornwallis.

, , ,^
Moore's house is very pleasantly situ-

-- '
''

ated in the midst of a level lawn within

a quarter of a mile of the banks of the

York. Although so late in the ^-^^^ 21

season, a it was surrounded with 1848.

» green shrubbery, and from a bush near

f> the piazza I plucked a full-blown rose

growing in the open air. I was shown

the room in which it is asserted the ca-

pitulation was signed by Cornwallis and

his conquerors. This, however, is a mis-

take. There is no evidence that the

earl was beyond his lines until he depart-

ed for New York on parole. He signed

the capitulation at his quarters in the

town ; and above the signature of Washington and the French officers is written, " Done

in the trcncltcs before Yorktown," &c. Moore's house is famous only as being the place

where the commissioners held their conference.

We next visited the places designated by tradition as the spot where the British laid

down their arms. In a field, not more than half a mile southward of the British intrench-

meats, three tulip poplars were pointed out for many years as indices of the exact place of

surrender. The old trees are now gone, but three small ones supply their places. This is

on the east side of the Hampton road. In Trumbull's picture of the Surrender., the house

of Governor Nelson is seen. Trumbull visited Yorktown for the purpose of sketching the

ground, in 1791, and doubtless had the true location pointed out to him. From the field

where the tulip poplars are, however, the house can not be seen, but from a large field on

the west side of the Hampton road, sloping in the direction of the "Pigeon Quarter," and

about a mile from the British lines (the distance mentioned in history), the house may be

plainly seen. It is the opinion of Mr. Nelson and other intelligent gentlemen at Yorktown,

that the large field, noted as the spot on the map printed on page 518, is the locality where

the captive soldiers laid down their arms, and where the marble column, ordered by Con-

gress, should be erected.

From the field of humiliation we rode back to the village, and after visiting the remains

of the elegant dwelling of President Nelson, which was situated near that of the governor,

within the British lines, I passed an hour in the venerated mansion of Governor Nelson,

printed on page 521. It was erected by the first emigrant Nelson (" Scotch Tom"), and

is of imported bricks. Among other relics of the past, I saw upon the walls the mutilated

portraits of President Nelson and his lady, the parents of the governor. They were thus

injured by the British when they rifled his house at Hanover, whither he had taken his fam-

ily and furniture for security.

I left Yorktown at two o'clock for Hampton, twenty-four miles distant. Charley was

invigorated by rest and abundance of oats, and the road being generally quite level, and in

excellent condition, I was only about four hours on the way. The country is an inclined

plane sloping toward the ocean, and quite thickly settled. The forests are chiefly of pine.

' This is a view from the lawn, looking south. It is a frame building with a brick foundation. At the

time of the siege it belonged in fee to Governor Nelson, but its occupant, a widow Moore, had a life inter-

est in it, and it was known as Moore's house. The narrow piazza in front is a modern addition. This

house is upon the Temple Farm, so called from the fact that vestiges of a small temple or church, and the

remains of an ancient settlemo.it, are there seen, about a mile and a half south of Yorktown. Around the

temple was a wall, and withm are several tomb-stones. One of these bear the name of Major William
GoocH, and the date of his death, 1655.
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Arrival at Hampton. Old Point Comfort. Early History. Hampton Roads. Dunmore's Attack.

interspersed with oaks, chestnuts, tuHp poplars, gums, sycamores, and occasionally an elm.

The green holly with its blazing berries, and the equally verdant laurel, every where enliven

the forest scenery. I crossed two considerable swamps, and at twilight reached the margin
of a third, within a few miles of Hampton. The branches of the tall trees interlaced above,

and the amber light in the west, failed to penetrate and mark the pathway. Suddenly the

bland air was filled with chilling vapors, which came rolling up from the sea on the wino-s

of a southeast wind, and I was enveloped in absolute darkness in the midst of the broad

morass. As at Occaquan, I gave Charley a loose rein, and relied upon his instinct and
better sight for safety. His faculties proved trustworthy, and at six o'clock in the evening

I was at comfortable lodgings close by the beach, in the old town of Hampton, ninety-six

miles southeast of Richmond.'

Early the next morning I rode to old Point Comfort,^ two and a half miles distant, not-

withstanding heavy masses of clouds were yet rolling in from the ocean, and a chilling mist

enveloped every thing as with a shroud. Old Point Comfort is a sandy promontory, which,

with Point Willoughby opposite, forms the mouth of the James River. It is a place of

public resort in summer as an agreeable watering-place. The fine sandy beach afibrds de-

hghtful bathing grounds, and the cool breezes from the ocean deprives summer of half of its

fervor. The extremity of the point, eighty acres in extent, is covered by Fort Monroe,' one

of the most extensive fortifications in the United States. Within the area of the fort are

the officers' quarters, with neat flower-gardens attached ; and over the surface are scattered

beautiful live-oaks, isolated and in groves, which give the place a summer aspect, even in

mid-winter. Between Point Comfort and the opposite Cape the water is shallow, except

in a narrow channel through the bar. Here the ocean tides and the river currents meet,

and produce a continual ripple. From this circumstance the name of Rip Raps was given

to the spot. In the midst of these, nineteen hundred yards from Fort Monroe, is the half-

finished Fort Calhoun, or Castle of the Pwip Pi-aps. It was ascertained, M'hile building it,

that the ground was unstable, and the heavy masonry began to sink. Immense masses of

loose stones have since been piled upon it, to sink it as deep as it will go before completing

the walls. In this condition it now remains, and it is to be hoped that not another hour

will be employed upon it, except to carry away the stones for the more useful and more no-

ble purpose of erecting an iron-foundery or a cotton-mill. Henceforth our fortresses, and
other paraphernalia of war, will have no other useful service to perform than to illustrate

the history of a less enlightened age.

Within the bar of the Fvip Pwaps is the spacious harbor called the Hampton Ftoads,

wherein vast navies might ride with safety. Twice, hostile fleets have cleft those waters.

The first was in October, 1775, when Lord Dunmore, driven by his fears, as we have seen,

from Williamsburg, gratified his desire for revenge by destroying the property of the patriots.

The people of Hampton anticipated an attack by the British fleet,'' and applied to the Com-
mittee of Safety for assistance. Colonel Woodtbrd, with one hundred Culpepper men, was
sent to protect them ; but before their arrival. Captain Squires, of the British navy, sent by

Dunmore with six tenders, appeared in Hampton Creek. a He commenced a furi- ^q^^ .^

ous cannonade, and under that cover sent armed men in boats to burn the town. i"5-

Virginia riflemen, concealed in the houses, soon sent so many death-shots that the boats were

obliged to return. The tenders were compelled to recede beyond the reach of their rifles,

' Hampton, in Elizabeth City county, is one of the oldest towns in Virginia. Its site was visited by Captain
John Smith in 1607, while exploring the mouth of the James River. The natives called the place Ke-cough-
lan. The English commenced a settlement there in 1610, and in 1705 it was erected into a town by law.

" This point was Smith's first landing-place, and because he found good anchorage, a hospitable recep-

tion, and various other comforts, he gave it the name it now bears.
2 In 1630 a small fort was erected on Point Comfort; and it was there that Count De Grasse caused

some fortifications to be thrown up to cover the landing of the troops under St. Simon previous to the siege

of Yorktown in 1781.
* Dunmore's force consisted of the Fowey, Mercury, Kingfisher, and Otter ; two companies from a West

India regiment, and a motley rabble of negroes and Tories.
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Repulse of Dunmore. St. John's Church. Attack on Hampton in 1813. Voyage to Norfolk.

and wait for re-enforcements. Woodford arrived at daybreak on the twenty-fifth, and, mo-

mentarily expecting an attack from the enemy, he immediately disposed his men for action.

At sunrise the hostile fleet bore in for the shore, and, laying with springs on her cables, com-

menced a heavy cannonade upon the town, and greatly damaged many of the houses.

Woodford commanded his men to fire with caution and sure aim, the vessels being within

rifle shot. Men were picked ofi'in every part of the ships, and great terror soon prevailed

in the fleet. The cannons were deserted, for every gunner became a target for the sharp-

shooters. Unable to withstand such a destructive fire, the British commander ordered the

cables to be slipped and the vessels to retreat. The latter movement was difficult, for men

seen at the helm or aloft adjusting the sails were singled out and shot down. Many of

them retreated to the holds of the vessels, and refused obedience to their commanders when

ordered out on the perilous duty. Two of the sloops drifted ashore. Before the fleet could

escape, the inhabitants of the town, with Woodford's corps, sunk five vessels. The victory

was complete.'

Among the buildings yet remaining, which sufl^ered from this cannonading, is St. John's

(Protestant Episcopal) Church, said to be the third

oldest house of worship in the state. The earliest

inscription in its grave-yard is 1701. Before the

Revolution, the royal arms, handsomely carved,

were upon the steeple. It is related that soon after

the Declaration of Independence was promulgated,

the steeple was shattered by lightning, and the in-

signia of royalty hurled to the ground.

In 1813,'! Hampton was attacked by

Admiral Cockburn, with his fleet, and by

a force of two thousand men under General Bcck-

with, who landed at Old Point Comfort. The gar-

rison of the Might fortification at Hampton consist-

ed of four hundred and fifty militia. They were

too weak to defend themselves, and retired. The

town was given up to pillage at the hands of a renegade corps of French prisoners, who had

been promised such a gratification. For two days they desolated Hampton without re-

straint. Private property was plundered or destroyed ; the leading citizens were grossly

insulted and abused ; females were violated ; and in one instance an aged sick man was

murdered in the arms of his wife.' When filled to satiety, the vultures left Hampton Pvoads

to seek for prey elsewhere.

The easterly wind ceased at noon ; the clouds dispersed, and the sun shone out with all

the brilliancy and fervor of early June, when I rode back to Hampton from Old Point Com-

fort. At three o'clock a strong breeze from the west brought back the masses of vapor

which had been borne toward the Blue Ridge all night. They came in heavy cum.ulous

clouds, and when, a little before five o'clock, I embarked upon a steam-packet for Norfolk,

eighteen miles distant, rain fell copiously. We entered the Elizabeth River at dusk, and

arrived at Norfolk a little past six o'clock.^

a June 25.

St. John's Chuech.s

' Jones, p. 63-64. Howison, ii., 95.

* This view is from the church-yard looking southeast. The edifice is cruciform, and built of imported

brick. It is near the head of the town, on the east side of the York road. In a field about a mile from

Hampton are four black marble tablets, with arms and inscriptions upon two of them. One there, over the

grave of Vice-admiral Neville, bears the date of 1697 ; the other, over the remains of Thomas Carle, has

the date of 1700 upon it. ,„..,, <

3 Perkins's History of the Late War. These outrages, so dishonorable to the British character, are tacts

well attested by a committee of Congress appointed to investigate the matter.

* Norfolk is situated on the north bank of the Elizabeth River, at the head of steam-boat navigation. It

was established by law as a town in 1705, formed into a borough in 1736, and incorporated a city by the

Virginia Legislature in 1845.
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St. Paul's Church and its Associations. Ride to the Great Bridge. Description of the LocaUty.

Dec, 1848
The morninjr of the twenty-third^ was cold and blustering, like a late Novem-

ber day at the North. Before breakfast, I called upon the sexton of old St. Paul's

Church, procured the key of the strong inclosure which surrounds it and the ancient burial-

ground, and in the keen frosty air made the annexed sketch. This venerable edifice is

almost the only survivor of the conflagration of the

town on the first of January, 1 776, an event which

will be noticed presently. The church is cruci-

form, and built of imported bricks, the ends of

which are glazed, and gives the edifice a checkered

appearance like that of Carpenters' Hall, and sev-

eral other buildings in Philadelphia. On the

street front of the church, near the southwest cor-

ner, is a large cavity made by a cannon-ball hurl-

ed from the British shipping during the attack

just alluded to. It is an honorable scar, and has

been allowed to remain for the gratification of the

curious, and as a mute relator of the malice of the rfx. Paul's chukcw.

foes to liberty. The short battlemented tower, built of wood, is a recent addition to the

church. Originally there was a small tower with a spire at each corner, on the other end

of the main building. With these exceptions, the exterior is the same as when Norfolk

was destroyed ; its interior has been entirely changed, and adorned with fresco painting.

Over the principal side entrance to the church, the date of its erection (1739) is given in

large figures formed by projecting bricks. I worshiped in the old fane on the Sabbath,

but confess to wandering thoughts, for the associations of the place often closed the senso-

rium to the voice of the preacher.

At eight o'clock I started for the Great Bridge, and the verge of the Dismal Swamp.
The country is level most of the way ; and the road crosses two considerable swamps be-

tween Norfolk and the Great Bridge, wherein the dark-green gall-bush, loaded with fruit

resembling whortleberries, abounds. Great Bridge is the name for a comparatively insig-

nificant structure, unless the causeways connected with it may be included in the term.

e^L^- '^.

View at the Great Bridoe.

The Great Bridge proper is about forty yards in length, and spans the south bank of the

Elizabeth River, about nine miles from Norfolk. Extensive marshes, filled and drained al-

ternately with the flow of the tide, spread out on each side of the river, making the whole

breadth of morass and stream, at this point, about half a mile wide. The Great Bridge'

extends across the main stream from two islands of firm earth, which are covered with trees

and shrubbery. Each of these islands are connected with the main by a causeway and

smaller bridges. On the western side of the river is the small scattered village of Great

' This view is from the western bank of the stream, near the tide-mill, looking north. On the left of the
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Dunmore at Norfolk. Seizure of Holt's Printing-office. Holt's Career. Preparations for Battle.

Bridge, not much larger now than it was at the period of the Revolution. On the island

at the western end of the bridge are two or three houses and a tide-mill, and upon the one

at the Norfolk side, where Dunmore cast up intrenchments, is a wind-mill, seen on the ex-

treme left in the preceding picture. The marsh is covered with osiers, and tall coarse grass ;

and the whole scene, though picturesque, is rather dreary in aspect. Let us observe what

history has chronicled respecting the Great Bridge and vicinity.

We have already considered the flight of Dunmore from W^illiamsburg, and his attempt

to destroy Hampton, and have alluded to his raising the royal standard at Norfolk, and pro-

claiming martial law throughout the colony, and freedom to the slaves. He made Norfolk

harbor the rendezvous for the British fleet, and determined there to establish. the head-

quarters of ministerial power in the Old Dominion. Previous to making an effort to take

possession of the town, he sent a few soldiers and sailors ashore, under cover of the guns of

the ships, to carry off John Holt's printing establishment, which was doing good service for

the patriot cause. Holt, though a high churchman, was an ardent and uncompromising

Whi"-. This outrage was committed, and two of Holt's workmen were taken away pris-

oners, without resistance from the people. The Tories were numerous, and the Whigs were

overawed. The corporation of Norfolk sent a letter of remonstrance to Dunmore; it was

answered by insult.' This insult was followed by violence. Hampton was attacked, and

depredations were committed upon the shores of the Elizabeth and James Rivers. Re-

pelled with spirit, Dunmore resolved to strike a blow of terror. With his motley force he

penetrated Princess Anne county, to plunder and lay waste. He was successful, and em-

boldened thereby, declared open war. All Lower Virginia was aroused, and the government

directed its whole attention to the portion of the state thus menaced. It was at this time

that Dunmore's attempt to bring the Indians upon the colonists was made known. The

people burned with fierce indignation. Colonel Woodford, who afterward became a briga-

dier general in the Continental army, was sent with a detachment of minute-men into Nor-

folk county, and the militia of that section were called to arms. Adjutant BuUit accom-

panied him. Perceiving these preparations, Dunmore became alarmed. He constructed

batteries and intrenchments at Norfolk, armed the blacks an4 Tories, and ordered the coun-

try people to send their cattle to the city for his use, under penalties for disobedience.

bridge are seen piles of wood and lumber, the chief articles of trade there. The causeway is seen extend-

in"- on the riuht, to the island on the Norfolk side, whereon is a wind-mill constructed sev-

eral years ago by a man whose acumen was certainly not remarkable. Placed in the

midst of a morass and surrounded by trees, its sails never revolved, and it remains a mon-

ument of folly. It stands upon the site of the southern extremities of the fortifications

thrown up by Dunmore, and serves the useful purpose of a guide to the remains of those

works.
' The municipal authorities informed Dunmore that they could easily have prevented

the removal of the type, but preferred a peaceable course, and asked for the immediate

return of the persons and property illegally carried away. Dunmore replied that he had

done the people of Norfolk good service by depriving them of the means of having their

minds poisoned by rebellious doctrines, and intimated that cowardice alone prevented

their interfering when the types were carried to the fleet. Holt went to Williamsburg,

where he had formerly resided and held the oflSce of mayor, and published a severe ar-
wind-mill.

tide against Dunmore. He then went to New York, where, ten years before, he had

published the New York Gazette and Post Boy, in company with James Parker, and established a news-

paper. When the British took possession of the cit)', he left it, and published his journal at Esopus and

Poughkeepsie. While at the former place, he published Burgoyne's pompous proclamation, noticed on

page 133, volume i. ; and while at the latter, he sent forth to the world the dreadful account of the Wy-

oming massacre, which he received from, the flying fugitives. Holt died January thirtieth, 1784, aged

sixty!four years. His widow printed a memorial of him on cards, which she distributed among their friends.*

— See Thomas's History of Printing, ii., 105.

* The following is a copy of the memorial preserved in Alden's Collection of American Epitaphs, i., 271 :
"A due tribute to

the memory of John Holt, printer to this state, a native of Virginia, who patiently obeyed Death's awful summons, on the thir-

tieth of January, 1784, in the sixty-fourth year of his age. To say that his family lament him, is needless ;
that his friends be-

wail him, useless ; that all regret him, unnecessary ; for that he merited every esteem, is certain. The tongue of slander can

not say less, though justice might say more. In token of sincere affection, his disconsolate -widow hath caused this memonal

to be erected."
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Fortifications at the Great Bridge. Attack on the American Redoubt. Death of Capt. Fordyce. Stratagem of Maj. Marshall.

Apprised of the movement of Woodford, and the point from whence he might expect the

approach of the Virginians, Dunmore resolved to fortify the passage of the Elizabeth River

at Great Bridge. His force consisting of only about two hundred regulars, and a corps of

Norfolk volunteer Loyalists, he beat up for recruits among the negroes and the vilest portion

of society. He cast up breast-works upon the island, on the Norfolk side of the Great Bridge,

and furnished them amply with cannons. This presented a serious obstacle to the Virgin-

ians, who could approach the batteries only upon a narrow causeway. With a motley force

of regulars and volunteers, negroes and vagrants, in number about six hundred, Dunmore

garrisoned his fortress. The Virginians constructed a small fortification, of semicircular

form, near, the western end of the causeway, the remains of which were yet quite visible

when I visited the spot. a From the breast-work a street ascended about four
» December,

hundred yards to a church, where the main body of the patriots were encamped. 1^48.

On Saturday morning, the ninth of December,^ before daylight, Dunmore, who re-
^ ^^^^

mained at Norfolk, ordered Captains Leslie and Fordyce to attack the redoubt of

the patriots. He had been informed that they were few in number, and weak in skill and

experience ; he, therefore, felt certain of success.' When the Virginians had beaten the

reveille, Captain Fordyce, with about sixty grenadiers and a corps of regulars, was ordered

to the attack. After firing one or two cannons and some musketry, he pressed forward,

crossed the Great Bridge, burned the houses and some shingles upon the island, on which

the tide-mill now stands, and made an attack upon the guards in the breast-work. The fire

of the enemy was returned, and the assailants were thrown into confusion. Fordyce rallied

them, and having brought two pieces of cannon over the bridge, and placed them on the

island in such a position as to command the breast-work, led his men (about one hundred

and twenty in number) steadily across the causeway, keeping up a constant and heavy fire

as they approached Woodford's redoubt. Lieutenant Travis, who commanded in the re-

doubt, ordered his men to reserve their fire until the enemy came within fifty yards, and

then, with sure aim, pour volley after volley upon the assailants as rapidly as possible. Be-

lieving the redoubt to be deserted, Fordyce waved his hat over his head, shouted " The day

is our own !" and rushed forward toward the breast-work. The order of Lieutenant Travis

was obeyed with terrible effect. His men, about ninety in number, rose to their feet and

discharged a full volley upon the enemy. The gallant Captain Fordyce, who was marked

by the riflemen, fell, pierced by fourteen bullets, within fifteen steps of the breast-works.

His followers, greatly terrified, retreated in confusion across the causeway, and were dread-

fully galled in their rear.

Captain Leslie,^ who, with about two hundred and thirty negroes and Tories, had remain-

ed upon the island at the west end of the bridge, now rallied the regulars, and kept up the

firing of the two field-pieces. Colonel Woodford, with the main body of the Virginians,

left the church at the same time, and advanced to the relief of the garrison in the intrench-

ments. Upon his approaching line the field pieces played incessantly, but the Virginians

pressed steadily forward. Colonel Stevens,' of the Culpepper battalion, went round to the

^ Thomas Marshall, father of the late chief justice, and also the latter, then a lieutenant in the minute

battalion, were among the Virginians at the Great Bridge. Thomas Marshall was major at that time.

He had a shrewd servant with him, whom he caused to desert to Dunmore, after being instructed in his

duty. He reported to his lordship that there were not more than three hundred shirtmen (as the British

called the Virginian riflemen, who wore their hunting shirts) at the bridge. This emboldened Dunmore,

and he sent Captains Leslie and Fordyce at once to attack the redoubt.

2 This officer, the son of the Earl "of Levin, was mortally wounded at Princeton, on the second of Jan-

uary, 1777. See page 332, voluine i.

' Edward Stevens, who afterward became a brigadier, was a very efiicient officer. His epitaph upon a

y^ monument in his family burial-ground, half a mile

^.ss^^ / ^?^^ .,<^ "°'"'^ °'^ '^'^® Culpepper Court House, tells briefly the

/"^^ (iZt^^y^t:'^^'-^'*^-'^-^^^'^^^-'^-*'^^''^^'^-'^ events of his public life :

" This crallant officer and upricht man served his country with reputation in the field and Senate of his

native stat'e. He took an active part and had a principal share in the war of the Revolution, and acquired

n-reat distinction at the battles of Great Bridge, Brandywine. Germantown, Camden, Guilford, and the siege
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Close of the Battle. Terror of the Captives. Norfolk entered by the Americans. Dunmore's Threat.

left, and flanked the enemy with so much vigor that a route ensued and the battle ended.

The enemy left their two field-pieces behind, but took care to spike them with nails, and

fled in confusion to their fort on the Norfolk side. The battle lasted only about twenty-five

minutes, but was very severe. The number of the enemy slain is not precisely known.
Thirty-one killed and wounded fell into the hands of the patriots, and many were carried

away by their friends. Gordon says their whole loss was sixty-two. They fought desper-

ately, for they preferred death to captivity, Dunmore having assured them that, if they were

caught alive, the savage Virginians would scalp them.' It is a remarkable fact that not a

single Virginian was killed during the engagement, and only one man was slightly wounded
in the hand, notwithstanding the two field-pieces upon the island hurled double-headed shot

as far as the church, and cannonaded them with grape-shot as they approached their re-

doubt. The wounded Avho fell into the hands of the Virginians were treated with the

greatest tenderness, except the Tories, who were made to feel some of the rigors of war.

The repulse of the British at Great Bridge greatly exasperated Dunmore, who had re-

mained in safety at Norfolk
; and in his rage he swore he would hang the boy that brought

the tidings. The motley forces of his lordship were dispirited by the event, and the Loyal-

ists refused further service in arms unless they could act with regulars. The Virginians,

on the other hand, were in high spirits, and Colonel Woodford determined to push forward

and take possession of the city. He issued a pacific proclamation to the people of Princess

Anne and Norfolk counties, and many of the inhabitants repaired to his camp. Those who
had joined Dunmore on compulsion, were treated kindly ; those who volunteered their serv-

ices were each hand-cuffed to a negro fellow-soldier and placed in confinement.

On the fourteenth, a five days after the battle at the bridge, Woodford entered
a j)g(, 1775.

•' ^

the city in triumph, and the next morning, Colonel (afterward General) Pi,obert

Howe, with a North Carolina regiment, joined them, and assumed the command of all the

patriot forces. Dunmore, in the mean while, had caused the intrenchments at Norfolk to

be abandoned, the twenty pieces of cannon to be spiked, and invited the Loyalists and their

families to take refuge with him in the ships of the fleet. The poor negroes who had joined

his standard were left without care or protection, and many starved.

Distress soon prevailed in the ships ; famine menaced them with its keen fangs. Par-

ties sent on shore to procure provisions from the neighboring country were cut off, or greatly

annoyed by the Virginians, and supplies for the multitude of mouths became daily more

precarious. The ships were galled by a desultory fire from the houses, and their position

became intolerable. At this juncture the Liverpool frigate, from Great Britain, came into

the harbor, and gave boldness to Governor Dunmore. By the captain of the Liverpool, he

immediately sent a flag to Colonel Howe, commanding him to cease firing upon the ships

and supply the fleet with provisions, otherwise he should bombard the town. The patriots

answered by a flat refusal, and the governor prepared to execute his barbarous threat. On
the morning of the thirty-first of December, b Dunmore gave notice of his design, in

order that women and children, and the Loyalists still remaining, might retire to a

place of safety. At four o'clock on the morning of the first of January, c the Liver-

pool, ° Dunmore, and two sloops of war, opened a heavy cannonade upon the town,

of York ; and although zealous in the cause of American freedom, his conduct was not marked with the

least degree of malevolence or party spirit. Those who honestly differed with him in opinion he always
treated with singular tenderness. In strict integrity, honest patriotism, and immovable courage, he was
surpassed by none, and had few equals."

He died on the seventeenth of August, 1820, in the seventy-sixth year of his age.
' ' The prisoners expected to be scalped," wrote a correspondent of the Virginia Gazette, and cried out,

' For GocVs sake, do not murder us .'" One of them, unable to walk, cried out in this manner to one of our

men, and was answered by him, " Put your arm around my neck, and 1 will show what I intend to do."

Then taking him, with his arm over his neck, he walked slowly along, bearing him with great tenderness,

to the breast-work."

—

Virginia Gazette, December 14, 1775; Gordon, Ramsay, Botta, Girardin, Howison.
^ It was a shot from this vessel which struck the corner of St. Paul's Church, referred to on a preceding

page.
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Destruction of Norfolk. Distress. Disposition of tiie American Troops. Dunraore at Gwyn's Island. General Lewis.

and parties of marines and sailors went on shore and set fire to the warehouses. The wind

was blowing from the water, and the buildings being chiefly of wood and filled with pitch

and turpentine, the greater part of the compact portion of the city was in flames before

midnight. The conflagration raged for fifty hours, and the Avretched inhabitants, Whigs

and Tories, saw their property and homes licked up by the consumer, and their heads made

shelterless in the cold winter air, without the power of staying the fury of the destroyer or

saving the necessaries of life. Not content with laying the town in ashes, the petty Nero

heightened the terror of the scene and the anguLsh of the people by a cannonade from the

ships during the conflagration. Parties of musketeers, also, went to places where people

were collected and attacked them. Horror reigned supreme, and destitution in its worst

features there bore rule. Yet a kind Providence guarded the lives of the smitten inhabit-

ants ; and during the three days of terror while the fire raged, and cannon-balls were hurled

into the town in abundance, not one of the patriot troops were killed, and only three or four

women and children were slain in the streets. Seven persons were wounded.' The in-

vading parties were uniformly driven back to their ships with loss. In these repulses the

intrepid Stevens was conspicuous, and displayed all the courage of a veteran soldier.

Colonel Stevens and his little band remained upon the site of Norfolk, until Feb-

ruary,a when, having removed the families and appraised the dwellings which re-

mained, he caused them to be destroyed, that the enemy might have no shelter. Thus the

most flourishing town in Virginia was made an utter desolation ;^ but its eligible location in-

sured its phcenix-like resurrection, and again, when peace returned, " beauty for ashes" soon

characterized the spot. Howe divided his troops ; some were stationed at Kemp's Land-

ing, some at the Great Bridge, and others in Sufiblk, whither most of the fugitives from the

city fled, and found open-handed hospitality in the interior.

Dunmore's movements on the coast compelled the Virginians to exercise the most active

vigilance. After Howe abandoned the site of Norfolk, the fugitive governor erected bar-

racks there, but being prevented from obtaining supplies from the neighboring country, he

destroyed them, sailed down the Elizabeth Ptiver, and after maneuvering for a
^^^^ ^_^

while in Hampton Roads, iJ he finally landed upon Gwyn's Island, in Chesapeake

Bay, on the east side of Matthew's county, near the mouth of the Piankatank Ptiver. This

island contains about two thousand acres, and was remarkable for its fertility and beauty.

Dunmore's force consisted of about five hundred men, white and black. He cast up some

intrenchments, and built a stockade fort, with the evident intention of making that his place

of rendezvous while plundering and desolating the plantations on the neighboring coast.

General Andrew Lewis, ^ then in command of a brigade of Virginia troops, was sent by

the Committee of Safety to dislodge Dunmore. On the eighth of July, he erected two bat-

teries (one mounting two eighteen pounders, and the other bearing lighter guns), nearly op-

posite the point on the island where the enemy was encamped. The next morning.c
^j^i^g^

at eight o'clock, Lewis gave the signal for attack, by applying a match, himself, to
^''~^-

' Virginia Gazette, Januarj', 1776. Burk, iii., 451. Howison, ii., 109.

2 When Dunmore destroyed Norfolk, its population was six thousand, and so rapidly was it increasing in

business and wealth, that in the two years from 1773 to 1775, the rents in the city increased from forty

thousand to fifty thousand dollars a year. The actual loss by the cannonade and conflagration was estima-

ted at fifteen hundred thousand dollars ; the personal suffering was inconceivable.

3 Andrew Lewis was a native of Augusta county, in Viririnia. With five brothers, he was in the battle

when Braddock was defeated, and continued active during the war. He was a major m Washington's Vir-

ginia regiment, and was highly esteemed by him for his coura.ge and

skill. He was the commander, as already noticed on page 487, at the

• battle of Point Pleasant, in 1774. When Washington was appointed

^̂ ^.-C-C^X^ commander-in-chief of the Continental army, he recommended Lewis as

one of the major generals, but he was overlooked. He accepted the

office of a bricjadier general, and commanded a detachment of the army stationed near William.sburg. He

drove Dunmore from Gwyn's Island in 1776, and resigned his command on account of illness in 1780. Ho

died in Bedford county, "forty miles from his home, on the Roanoke, while on his way thither. Genera]

Lewis was more than six feet in height, and possessed great personal dignity.

II. M M
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Attack upon Dunmore. His Flight. Distress upon Gwyn's Island. Destruction of Property by Collier and Matthews.

an eighteen pounder. The ball passed through the hull of the Dunmore, which was lying

five hundred yards distant ; a second shot cut her boatswain in twain, and a third shivered

one of her timbers, a splinter from which struck Lord Dunmore, wounded his leg, and

smashed his china. Both batteries then opened upon the governor's fleet, camp, and works

Terror now prevailed in the fleet, and confusion in the camp. Almost every ship slipped

its cables, and endeavored to escape. Dunmore's batteries were silenced ; the tents of his

camp were knocked down, and terrible breaches vi'ere made in his stockade. The assail-

ants ceased firing at nine o'clock, but no signal of surrender being given, it was renewed at

meridian.

Early on the following morning, having collected some small craft in the neighborhood,

Lewis ordered Colonel M'Clanahan, with two hundred men, to cross to the island. The

enemy evacuated before the Virginian's landed, and fled to the ships, leaving their dead and

many wounded behind them. A horrible scene was there presented. Half-putrefied bodies

lay in almost uncovered shallou' graves, and the dying, scattered in various directions, were

filling the air with their groans. The island was dotted with graves, for the small-jDOX and

fevers had raged with great violence in the fleet and in the camp for some time. Some

were burned in the brush huts, which took fire ; and others, abandoned to their fate, had

crawled to the sandy beach and were perishing. Only one man of the assailants was killed
;

Captain Arundel, who was slain by the bursting of a mortar of his own invention. The

loss of the enemy could not be ascertained, but it must have been considerable.

On leaving the island, Dunmore caused several of his vessels, which were aground, to be

burned, and with the remnants of his fleet he sailed out of the Chesapeake, entered the Po-

tomac, and, after ])lundering and desolating several plantations on that river, above Aquia

Creek,' he returned to Lynn Haven Bay, -where he dismissed some of the ships for the Ber-

mudas, some to the West Indies, and some to St. Augustine, with booty, among which was

almost a thousand slaves. He soon joined the naval force in New York, and toward the

close of the year sailed for England.^

After the departure of Dunmore, the Virginia coast enjoyed comparative quiet

"^ " until 1 779, a when a British fleet, under Admiral Sir George Collier, entered Hamp-

ton Boads. He sailed up the Elizabeth River and attacked Fort Nelson, which had been

erected by the Virginians a little below Portsmouth to secure that place, Norfolk, and the

navy-yard at Gosport from attack. The fort was garrisoned by about one hundred and

fifty men under Major Thomas Matthews, who, on the approach of Collier, and General

Matthews, who commanded the British land forces, abandoned it, and retreated to the Dis-

mal Swamp, leaving the American flag flying from the ramparts. The British took pos-

session of Portsmouth, Norfolk, Gosport, and Sufiblk, on the eleventh, all being abandoned

by the Virginians. Great quantities of stores, ammunition and cannons, fell into the hands

of the invaders. A large quantity of naval stores were carried away; the residue, and a

great quantity of tobacco, were burned or otherwise destroyed.^ After pillaging Ports-

mouth and destroying Suffolk, the fleet, with General Matthews and his land forces, went

to sea, returned to New York, and assisted Sir Henry Clinton in taking possession of the

fortresses on Stony and Verplanck's Points, on the Hudson.

' See page 419.
* Dunmore never returned to the United States. He went to Europe, and two years afterward was ap-

pointed governor of Bermuda. He was very unpopular, and did not long remain there. He died in En
irland in 1809. His wife was Lady Charlotte Stewart, daughter of the Earl of Galloway.

^ The amount of property destroyed in this expedition up the Elizabeth River was very great. Previous

to the abandonment of Portsmouth and Gosport, the Americans burned a ship-of-war of twenty-eight guns,

.then on the stocks, and two heavily-laden French merchantmen. One of these contained a thousand hogs-

heads of tobacco. Several vessels of war were taken on the stocks, and also several merchantmen. The

whole number of vessels taken, burned, and destroyed amounted to one hundred and thirty-seven. They

were laden with tobacco, tar, and turpentine. Many privateers were captured or destroyed. At Suffolk,

nine thousand barrels of salted pork, eight thousand barrels of tar. pitch, and turpentine, and a vast quantity

of stores and merchandise, were burned.
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Lealie's Expedition. Deep Creek and Dismal Swamp. Drummond's Lake. Moore's Poem.

Again, in 1780, hostile vessels were in the Elizabeth River. Brigadier-general Leslie,

with about three thousand troops from New York, landed at Portsmouth, a and took

possession of every kind of public property there and in the vicinity. Leslie was to

co-operate with Cornwallis, who proposed to enter Virginia from the south. He did not

remain long, for Cornwallis, hearing of the defeat of Ferguson at King's Mountain, hastily

retreated ; and Leslie, on being advised of this, left for Charleston, b for the purpose
^^^^^^ go

of joining the earl in the Carolinas. Again, in 1781, hostile troops, under Ar- i~8b.

nold, were on the shores of the Elizabeth. That expedition we will consider presently.

I left the Great Bridge at noon, and rode to Deep Creek, a small village on the northern

verge of the Dismal Swamp, nine miles distant.' There the Dismal Swamp Canal term-

inated, and far into the gloomy recesses this work opens an avenue for the vision. I ardent-

ly desired to go to Drummond's Lake, lying in the center of the swamp, around which clus-

ters so much that is romantic and mysterious ; but want of time obliged me to be content to

stand on the rough selvedge of the morass and contemplate with wonder the magnificent

cypresses, junipers, oaks, gums, and pines which form the stately columns of the grand and

solemn aisles in this mysterious temple of nature.^ Below waved the tall reeds, and the

tangled shrubbery of the gall-bush and laurel ; and up the massive trunks and spreading

branches of the forest-monarchs crept the woodbine, the ivy, and the muscadine, covering

with fretwork and gorgeous tracery the broad arches from which hung the sombre moss,

like trophy banners in ancient halls. A deep silence prevailed, for it was winter-time, and
buzzing insects and warbling birds were absent or mute. No life appeared in the vast soli-

tude, except occasionally a gray squirrel, a partridge, or a scarlet taniger, the red plumage
of the latter flashing like a fire-brand as it flitted by.

' 'Tis a wild spot, and hath a gloomy look;

The bird sings never merrily in the trees,

And the young leaves seem blighted. A rank growth
Spreads poisonously 'round, with power to taint

With blustering dews the thoughtless hand that dares

To penetrate the covert."—W. Gillmore Simms.

I returned to Norfolk toward evening. It w^as Saturday night, and as Monday would
be the opening of the Christmas holidays, I met great numbers of negroes on the road, going

to the country to spend their week of leisure with their friends on the plantations of their

masters. They all appeared to be happy and musical as larks, and made the forest ring

with their joyous laugh and melodious songs. All carried a bundle, or a basket filled with
presents for their friends. Some had new hats, and others garments ; others were carry-

ing various knickknacks and fire-crackers, and a few of the men were " toting" a little too

much " fire-water." From the youngest, to the oldest who rode in mule-carts, all faces

beamed with the joy of the hour.

' The Dismal Swamp lies partly in Virginia and partly in North Carolina. Its extent from north to

south is about thirty miles, and from east to west about ten miles. No less than five navigable streams
and several creeks have their rise in it. It is made subservient to the wants of commerce, by furnishintf

the raw material for an immense quantity of shingles and other juniper lumber.

The Dismal Swamp Canal runs through it from north to south, and the Portsmouth and Roanoke rail-

way passes across five miles of its northern border. The canal has a stage-road running parallel with it.

extending from Deep Creek to Elizabeth.

* Drummond's Lake, so called after a hunter of that name who discovered it, is near the center of the

swamp. A hotel has been erected upon its shore, and is a place of considerable resort. Being on the line

between Virginia and North Carolina, it is a sort of Gretna Green where ''runaway matches" are con-

summated. Tradition tells of a young man who, on the death of the girl he loved, lost his reason. He sud
denly disappeared, and his friends never heard of him afterward. In his ravings he often said she was no)

dead, but gone to the Dismal Swamp, and it is supposed he wandered into its gloomy morasses and perish-

ed- Moore, who visited Norfolk in 1804, on hearing this tradition, wrote his touching ballad, commencing,
" They made her a grave too cold and damp And her fire-fly lamp 1 soon shall see,

For a soul so warm and true
; And her paddle I soon shall hear

;

And she's gone to the Lake of the Dismal Swamp, Long and loving our life shall be,

VSHiere all night long, by her fire-fly lamp, And I'll hide the maid in a cyprcss.-tree

She paddles her white canoe. When the footsteps of Death are near."
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Return to Norfolk. Portsmouth and Gosport French and English Fleeta. Attempt to capture Arnold.

Arnold's IIead-quartebs.

T arrived at Norfolk in time to cross the river to Portsmouth' and walk to the govern-

ment navy-yard at Gosport, a short distance above. It is reached by a causeway from

Portsmouth, and is well worthy of a visit from the traveler. There lay the Pennsylvania,

the largest ship-of-war in the world—a colossal monument of government folly and extrava-

gance. She was full rigged, and near her were the frigates Constitution and Constellation,

dismantled. Her timber and iron might make many comfortable dwellings, but they are

allowed to rot and rust in utter uselessness. I tarried but a moment there, for the sun was
going down, and I wished to sketch Arnold's head-quarters, at Portsmouth, before returning

to Norfolk, for I expected to ascend the James River

on Monday. Arnold's quarters, represented in the

engraving, is a building of stone, and stands on the

corner of High and Crawford Streets, a short dis-

tance from the ferry. Let us note the events con-

nected with Arnold's residence here.

We have mentioned on page 436 the retreat of

Arnold down the James River after his depreda-

tions at Richmond. He proceeded to Portsmouth,

where he took post, and began to fortify on the

twentieth of January. a Generals Steuben,

Nelson, Weedon, and Muhlenberg were act-

ively engaged in collecting the militia to defend the country and drive out the invaders,

and Washington devised a plan for capturing the traitor. Having learned that four British

ships, which had been lying in Gardiner's Bay, ofi" the east end of Long Island, had gone

eastward, and that two of them were disabled in a storm, he requested Rochambeau to send

the French fleet (then commanded by D'Estouches, the successor of Admiral Ternay) and

a detachment of his land forces to the Chesapeake. At the same time, he sent La Fayette

thither with a detachment of twelve hundred infantry. The plan was to attack the traitor

by sea and land simultaneously, so that he could not escape from the Elizabeth River. A
ijFeb9 P^rt, only, of the French fleet was sent, under De Tilley,^ with orders to attempt
1781. the destruction of the British fleet there. They took or destroyed ten small vessels.

They also captured the Romulus, of one hundred and fourteen guns, at the entrance of Nar-

raganset Bay, and carried her into Newport harbor. This expedition accomplished nothing

respecting Arnold ; and Washington, anxious to have co-operation with La Fayette and the

Virginia militia against the recreant, went to Newport and held an interview with Rocham-
beau. The result was that the French fleet left Newport on the eighth of March. They
were followed by the British fleet, then in Gardiner's Bay, under Admiral Arbuthnot, who

intercepted the French at the entrance of the Chesapeake. c They drew up in

battle order, eight ships on a side, and a partial engagement ensued. Neither

party could justly claim a victory. The French abandoned their design of co-operating

with the marquis, and returned to Newport. The plan, so well arranged and so nearly

accomplished, was defeated. La Fayette marched back to the head of Elk, and Arnold

was left to the skill and bravery of the Virginia troops near him.'' These were inadequate

to drive him from Portsmouth, and he remained there until about the middle of April, when
he was joined by a detachment under Major-general Phillips. The two commanders now
determined to overrun all the fertile portion of Virginia lying near the James River, and

on the twenty-fourth of April they reached City Point with twenty-five hundred troops

Thither we will follow them presently.

1 Portsmouth is a considerable town on the west side of the Elizabeth River, opposite Norfolk. It lies

upon lower ground than the latter. It was established as a town in 1752, on lands owned by William

Crawford, in whose honor one of its finest streets was named. The Gosport navy-yard is within half a

mile of the center of Portsmouth, and around it a little village has grown up.
'^ Governor JefTerson was eager to capture Arnold, and ofl'ered five thousand guineas to any of the men

of General Muhlenberg's Western corps who would accomplish it.—See Jefferson's Letter to Muhlenberg,

178L
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Departure from Norfolk. Misfortunes of an Hostler. Forts Nelson and Norfolk. Craney Island.

CHAPTER XXI.

" With evil omens from the harbor sails

The ill-fated bark that worthless Arnold bears

—

God of the southern winds call up the gales

And whistle in rude fury round his ears !

With horrid waves insult his vessel's sides,

And may the east wind on a leeward shore

Her cables part, while she in tumult rides,

And shatters into shivers every oar."

—

Freneau.

" They came, as the ocean-wave comes in its wrath,

When the storm spirit frowns on the deep
;

They came as the mountain-wind comes on its p<»th

When the tempest hath roused it from sleep
;

They were met, as the rock meets the wave,

And dashes its fury to air;

They were met, as the foe should be met by the brave,

With courage, and not with despair."

—

Prosper M. Wetmore.

AWOKE at four o'clock on Christmas morning, and my first waking thought was

of the dawn of a fourth of July in a Northern city. Guns, pistols, and squibs were

already heralding the holiday ; indeed the revelry commenced at dark the previous

evening, notwithstanding it was the night of the Sabbath. Expecting to depart in

the steam-boat for City Point at six o'clock in the morning, I had directed the hostler,

a funny little negro, who was as full of promises as a bank-teller's drawer, to feed

my horse at half past four. I showed him a bright coin, and promised him its pos-

TW session if he would be punctual. Of course he would " be up before dat time, rely

upon it ;" but experience had taught me to be distrustful. At the appointed hour

I went to the stable dormitory, and rapped several times before the hostler stirred. " Yes,

massa," he exclaimed, "I'se jis turnin' over as you cum up de stair ;" and striking a light

with flint and tinder, he went down to the stable with his lantern. I stood in the door

watching the breaking of the clouds and the peeping forth of the stars after a stormy night,

when a clatter in the stall attracted my attention. Upon looking in, I discovered the little

hostler under the manger, with his tin lantern crushed beneath him, but the candle still

burning. " Ki I" he exclaimed, scrambling to regain his feet, " Ki 1 how like de debble he

butt ! Mos knock my brains out I" I soon perceived the cause of the trouble. A large

black goat, with a beard like a Turk, which I had seen in the stable the previous evening,

observing the negro's motions while rubbing Charley's legs, and interpreting them as a chal-

lenge, had played the battering-ram with the hostler, and laid him sprawling under the man-

ger. "Did he hit you ?" I inquired, gravely, trying to suppress laughter. " Hit me, mas-

sa I" he exclaimed ;
" why he most ruin me, I reckons. See dar I" and with all the

dramatic gravity of Anthony when he held up the robe of Cassar, and exclaimed, " See

what a rent the envious Casca made I" the hostler exhibited a " rent" in his nether gar-

ment at least an ell in length. Notwithstanding his mishap, Billy insisted that ' de goat

is healthy for de bosses, and musn't be turned out any how ;" but he promised to give him

a " licken de fus time he ketch him asleep." Charley had his oats in time, and at six

o'clock we embarked on the Alice for James Pv^iver and City Point.

Going out of the harbor at Norfolk we passed the United States Marine Hospital, on the

western bank of the river, a spacious building standing upon the site of Fort Nelson of the

Revolution. On the opposite side I perceived the ruins of Fort Norfolk, erected in 1812.

We passed Craney Island' before sunrise, and leaving Hampton and its noble harbor on the

1 Craney Island is at the mouth of the Elizabeth River. The Americans erected fortifications there in

1812, which commanded the entrance to Norfolk harbor. On the twenty-second of June, 1813, a power-

ful British fleet made an attack upon these works. A part of the hostile force landed on Nansemond Point,
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Voyage up the James River. City Point. Petersburg. Blandtbrd Church. Founding of Petersburg.

right entered the broad mouth of the James River. A strong breeze, warm as the breath

of May, came from the southwest and dispersed the moving clouds. I have seldom expe-

rienced a more delightful voyage than on that genial Christmas day upon the ancient Pow-
hatan, whose shores are so thickly clustered with historical associations. Jamestown, the

Chickahominy, Charles City, Westover, and Berkley, were all passed before noon ; and at

one o'clock we landed at City Point, at the junction of the James and Appomattox Rivers,

about forty miles below Richmond.' Here the British army, under Phillips and Arnold, de-

barked on the twenty-fourth of April, 1781, and proceeded to Petersburg.

An intelligent mulatto, enjoying his holiday freedom, took a seat with me for Petersburg.

He was a guide on the way, and gave me considerable information respecting localities

around that town, where his master resided. We passed through Blandford, an old town

separated from Petersburg" only by a deep ravine and a small stream, and at a little after

three o'clock I was dining at the Bollingbrook. At four, accompanied by a young man ac-

-_-^- quainted with the way, I went up to the old

Blandford Church, one of the most picturesque

and attractive ruins in Virginia. It stands in

the midst of a burial-ground upon an eminence

overlooking the ancient village of Blandford and

its younger sister at the falls of the Appomattox,

with an extensive and diversified landscape for

scores of miles around. The edifice is cruci-

form, and was built of imported bricks about

one hundred and fifty years ago. Some of the

noblest and wealthiest of Virginia's aristocracy

worshiped within its walls ; for Blandford was
the focus of fashion and refinement, while Peters-

burg was rudely struggling for its present pre-eminence. But the glory of the town and its

church departed ; Blandford is now only a suburban hamlet of Petersburg, and the old tem-

ple, dismantled of its interior decorations, is left to the occupancy of the bats and the owls.

Blandfokd Church.'

" Lone relic of the past, old moldering pile,

Where twines the ivy round thy ruins gray

,

Where the lone toad sits brooding in the aisle,

Once trod by " ladye fayre" and gallant gay !

Before my gaze altar and chancel rise,

The surplieed priest, the mourner bowed in praj'-

Fair worshipers, with heaven-directed eyes, [er,

And manhood's piety, and pride are there

!

Knights of the olden time perchance are kneeling,

And choristers pour forth the hallowed hymn

;

And hark ! the organ's solemn strains are pealing,

Like songs of seraphs, or rapt cherubim !

But no ! 'tis but my fancy, and I gaze

On ruined walls, where creeps the lizard cold

;

Or dusky bats beneath the pale moon's rays

Their solemn, lonely midnight vigils hold.

Yet they are here ! the learned and the proud,

Genius, and worth, and beauty

—

they are here !

I stand rebuked amid the slumbering crowd,

While time-past voices touch the spirit's ear."

John C. M'Cabe.

and a part attempted to reach the island in barges. The former were driven ofT by the Virginia militia,

and the latter were so galled by the guns of a battery, that those who were not destroyed retreated to the

ships. The repulse was decisive. More than two hundred of the enemy were killed and wounded. Nor-

folk, Portsmouth, and Gosport were saved.

' City Point is in Prince George county. It is a post village and a port of entry. A rail-way connects

it with Petersburg.
"^ Fort Henry, erected for a defense of the people south of the James River, was built on the site of Pe-

tersburg in 1646. Colonel Boiling, a gentleman of taste and fortune, settled there early in the last century.

Colonel Byrd, of Westover, mentions him as living in fine style there in 1728. Peter Jones was the first

settler, having established a trading-house there soon after the erection of Fort Henry. The locality was
first called Peter'' s Point, and afterward Petersburg. Jones was a friend of Colonel Byrd, and accompanied

that gentleman to the Roanoke in 1733. He says in his journal, "When we got home we laid the foun-

dation of two large cities; one at Shacco's, to be called Richmond; and the other at the point of Appomat-
tox, to be called Petersburg. The latter and Blandford were established towns in 1748. Blandford was
then the most flourishing settlement of the two.

* This view is from the outside of the old inolosure, looking south.
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Sudden Storm. Services of Sttuben. Military Operations between City Point and Williamsburg.

While sketching the venerable ruin, a heavy black cloiul, like the chariot of a summer

tempest, came up from the southwest. I tarried a moment at the reputed grave of Gen-

eral Phillips, and then hurried across the ravine to Petersburg ; but I was too late to es-

cape the shower, and was so thoroughly drenched that I was obliged to exchange every

garment for a dry one. A cool drizzle continued throughout the evening, and gave a deeper

coloring to the disappointment I felt on being denied the privilege of passing an hour with

Charles Campbell, Esq., one of Virginia's best local historians. He was twenty miles away
;

so I employed that hour in jotting down the incidents of the day, and in turning over the

leaves of the old chronicle. Petersburg is a central point of view, and here, before we cross

the Roanoke, we will consider the remainder of the Ptevolutionary annals of the " Old

Dominion."

We have already noticed the invasion under Arnold ; the destruction of Richmond, and

the founderies and magazines at Westham, at the head of the falls of the James River ; and

at Yorktown observed the concluding scenes of Cornwallis's operations in Virginia. It was

a fortunate circumstance for that state, that the Baron Steuben, the veteran disciplinarian

from the armies of Frederick the Great, was detained in Virginia, while on his way south-

ward with General Greene. His services in disciplining the militia, and organizing them

in such order as to give them strength to beat back the invaders at various points, were of

incalculable value. During Arnold's invasion, they were led against his disciplined parties

on several occasions, and with success. On one occasion. General Sraallwood, with three

hundred militia, drove the traitor's boats out of the Appomattox, and sent them in confusion

far below City Point ; and Steuben himself, with George Rogers Clarke, the hero of the

Ohio Valley, led a considerable force to strike the enemy between Westover and the Chick-

ahominy.

It being evident that the entire subjugation of Virginia was a part of the plan oi' the

British for the campaign of 1781,' Washington early turned his attention to that point,

and concerted measures to avert the blow. La Fayette sought and obtained the honor of

commanding the Continental forces destined for that theater of action. Washington gave

him his instructions on the twentieth of February,^ and with about twelve hundred

troops, detached from the forces then at New Windsor and Morristown, he marched

southward. The first object of this expedition, as we have seen, was to co-operate with

the French fleet against Arnold. That portion of the general plan failed, and the marquis,

as we have observed, returned to the head of Elk.^

General Phillips, in command of the united forces under Arnold and himself, landed at

City Point on the twenty-fourth of April, t> where he remained until the next morn-
^ ^^^^

ing, when they marched directly upon Petersburg. On his way up the James Riv-

er, he sent Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe, with the Queen's Pwangers, to attack a body of Vir-

ginia militia at Williamsburg, and to get possession of Yorktown. The expedition landed

near Burwell's Ferry, a little below Williamsburg, on the nineteenth, c at which place
, ^p,.;]

the Americans had thrown up some intrenchments. The Virginians fled at the ap- i"^^-

proach of Simcoe, and General Phillips, with the army, landed. Simcoe marched that night

toward Williamsburg. It was a night of tempest and intense darkness, and it was not un-

til the morning of the twentieth when he entered the town. The militia also fled from

Williamsburg, and the enemy took possession of the place. It being ascertained that a

large garrison would be necessary for Yorktown, if taken, the project of its capture was

abandoned, and the troops proceeded up the river.

^

Baron Steuben, with one thousand militia, had taken post near Blandford Church, and

' Cornwallis bad overrun the Carolinas, and the security of his conquests depended, in a measure, upon

the subjugation of Virginia, and the establishment of royal power upon the shores of the Chesapeake from

the Capes to the Elk. Cornwallis expressed to Sir Henry Clinton a hope that the Chesapeake nii5,'ht be-

come the seat of war for that campaign, even at the expense of abandoning New York, if necessary. •' Un-

til Viroinia is in a manner subdued," he said, ''our hold upon the Carolinas must be difficult, if not pre-

carious." ^ See page 540. ^ Simcoe's Journal, 189-1 S2
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Skirmish near Petersburg Retreat of the Americans. British Occupation of the Town. Mrs. Boiling.

was ready to receive the British. Notwithstanding his force consisted of less than one

third of the number of the enemy, he determined to dispute the ground. The British came

in sight toward noon, and formed, with their Hue extended to the left, upon the plain near

Blandford. Phillips and Simcoe reconnoitered, and having satisfied themselves that Steu-

k^ ben's force was not very large, pre-

j/r\ pared to attack him. The ground

was broken where the Americans

were posted. A party of yagers

passing through a gully behind an

orchard, got upon the flank of the

patrols, and fired with such effect

as to cause their retreat to an em-

inence in their rear. Phillips now
ordered his artillery to be secretly

drawn up. As soon as it opened

upon the Virginians, Lieutenant-

colonel Abercrombie advanced in

front, while Simcoe with his ran-

gers, and Captain Boyd with light

infantry, passed through the wood

to turn their left flank. Steuben

perceived this movement, and or-

dered his troops to fall back. It

was now between three and four

o'clock in the afternoon. Inch by inch the British made their way, the Virgin-

ians disputing their progress with pertinacity. The enemy were two hours ad-

vancing one mile, and when they reached the heights near Blandford Church, the

Americans opened a fire upon them from their cannon on Archer's Hill, on the

north side of the Appomattox. Overmatched both by skill and numbers, Steuben

retreated across the Appomattox, destroyed the bridge, and took post on Baker's

Hill, from whence he soon retired with his arms, baggage, and stores, to Chester-

field Court House, ten miles distant. The bridge M'as soon repaired, and the next

day Abercrombie, with the light infantry and rangers, crossed over and occupied

the heights where Steuben had been posted. Four hundred hogsheads of tobacco

and the vessels in the river were burned, and other property was destroyed. The

loss of the Americans in killed, wounded, and taken in this skirmish of nearly three

hours, was between sixty and seventy ; that of the enemy was probably about the same.'

The British now prepared for offensive operations in the vicinity. Phillips and Arnold

quartered at the spacious mansion of Mrs. Boiling, known as Bollingbrook, and yet standing

upon East Hill, in the south part of the town.^ Other officers also occupied the two man-

NoTE.

—

Explanation of the Plan.— 1, Yagers; 2, four pieces of cannon ; 3, British Light Infantry; 4,

Queen's Rangers ; 5, Riflemen ; 6, first position of the Americans ; 7, second position
; 8, third position,

across the Appomattox; 9, second position of the Queen's Rangers; 10, their third position. This plan

is copied from Simcoe's Journal. ^ Jefferson's letter to Washington.
^ There are here three eminences which overlook the town, East Hill, Center Hill, and West Hill. Mrs.

Boiling was a widow, and one of the largest land-holders in Virginia. She owned the tobacco warehouses

at Petersburg, and nearly one half of the town. These were probably spared because Mrs. Boiling treated

Phillips and Arnold courteously. De Chastellux, who afterward visited Petersburg, has the following no-

tice of the building seen in the engraving upon the next page. " Her house, or rather houses—for she has

two on the same line resembling each other, which she proposes to join together—are situated on the sum-

mit of a considerable slope which rises from the level of the town of Petersburg, and corresponds so exactly

with the course of the river, that there is no doubt of its having formerly formed one of its banks. This

slope and the vast platform on which the house is built are covered with grass, which affords excellent pas-

turaae, and are also her property." Speaking of the family, he continues: "On our arrival, we were .sa-

luted by Miss Bowling [Boiling], a young lady of fifteen, possessing all the freshness of her age ; she was
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British Occupation of Bollingbrook. Skirmish at Osborne'a. Destruction of the American Flotilla

sions ; and Mrs. Boiling was allowed the use of only the room in the rear of the east build-

ing. The soldiery often set fire to the fences

which surrounded Bollingbrook, and the amia-

ble lady was kept in a state of continual alarm,

notwithstanding the efforts of the usually dis-

courteous Phillips to soothe her. Arnold had

apprised her of the irritability of that officer's

temper, and by her mildness she secured his es-

teem and favor.'

a A rii
^'^ ^^^^ morning of the twenty-sev-

1781. enth,^ Arnold, with one division of the

army, consisting of the eightieth and seventy-

sixth regiments and the Rangers, proceeded to

a place called Osborne's, a short distance from Petersburg, where, rumor asserted, the Amer-

icans had considerable stores, and near which was anchored a marine force to oppose the

further progress of vessels coming up the James Pviver. At the same time. General Phil-

lips, with the other division, marched to Chesterfield Court House. The patriots at Os-

borne's were not advised of the approach of the enemy until they appeared in force. Ar-

nold sent a flag to treat with the commander of the fleet for a surrender, but he boldly re-

BOLLINGBKOOK.

fused a conference

for such a purpose,

saying, " I am de-

termined and ready

to defend the fleet,

and will sink in the

vessels rather than

surrender them."

He then caused the

drum to beat to

arms, and the mili-

tia on the opposite

side of the river

drew up in battle

order. Arnold im-

mediately advanc-

ed with some ar-

tillery, routed the

patriots, and drove

the seamen to their

shipping. The lat-

ter scuttled several

of the vessels and

set fire to others to

prevent their fall-

ing into the trait-

or's hands. One of

the vessels return-

ed the fire from the

enemy's artillery

with much spirit,

but was finally dis-

abled. The militia

were driven from

the opposite shore,

and the whole fleet

was either captur-

ed or destroyed.

Two ships and ten

smaller craft were

captured, and four

ships, five brigan-

tines, and a num-

ber of small ves-

sels, were either

burned or sunk.''

The quantity of tobacco taken or destroyed, exceeded two thousand hogsheads.

followed bj- her mother, brother, and sister-in-law. The mother, a lady of fifty, has but little resemblance

to her countrywomen ; she is lively, active, and intelligent ; knows perfectly well how to manage her im-

mense fortune, and what is yet more rare, knows how to make good use of it. Her son and daughter-m-

law I had already seen at Williamsburg. The young gentleman appears mild and polite ;
but his wife, of

only seventeen years of age, is a most interesting acquaintance, not only from the face and form, which are

exquisitely delicate, and quite European, but from her being also descended from Pocahunta [Pocahontas],

daughter of King Powhatan." The engraving presents a view of Mrs. Boiling's houses, looking southwest.

1 Campbell's Reminisccnres of Bollingbrook, in the Southern Literary Messenger, January, 1840.

'ilioT^.—Explanation of the ^Plan.—A, B, the Queen's Rangers ; C, the eightieth and seventy-sixth reg-

iments ; D, E, the British artillery, two six and two three pounders ; F, Yagers ;
G, the American vessels

;

H, the American militia.

2 It was to one of the prisoners, taken at this time, that Arnold put the question, " If the Americans
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Troops of Arnold and Phillips. Depredations at Manchester and Wai-wick. La Fayette at Petersburg. Death of Phillips.

Phillips and Arnold joined their divisions on the thirtieth, after having burned the bar-

racks and a quantity of flour at Chesterfield Court House, and then pushed forward toward

Pvichmond, where a large quantity of military stores were collected. At Manchester, op-

posite Pwichmond, they burned twelve hundred hogsheads of tobacco and other property, and

were preparing to cross the river, when information reached them that La Fayette, with a

body of Continental troops, had arrived the evening previous. The marquis had received

orders at the head of Elk to go to Virginia and oppose Phillips and Arnold, and had made

a forced march of two hundred miles in order to save the stores at Richmond. The depre-

dators knew too well the spirit of the marquis to venture another marauding visit to Rich-

mond while he was there, and, wheeling their columns, they proceeded down the river to

Bermuda Hundred, at the mouth of the Appomattox, opposite City Point, and embarked.

On their way, they passed through Warwick, a town on the James River, then larger than

Richmond, where they destroyed ships on the stocks, a range of rope-walks, a magazine of

flour, warehouses filled with tobacco and other merchandise, tan-houses filled with hides,

and some flouring mills belonging to Colonel Carey, whose splendid mansion was near.' In

one general conflagration, the thriving town, with all its industrial appurtenances, was de-

stroyed.^

The British fleet with the land forces then sailed down the James Pviver, when, a little

below Burwell's Ferry, they were met^ by a boat from Portsmouth, bearing a mes-
»May6.

^^^^^^ ^-^^j^ intelligence for General Phillips that Cornwallis was on his way north,

and wished to form a junction with him at Petersburg. The whole fleet was immediately

ordered to return up the James River, and late at night, on the ninth, b the British
bMay.iiSi.

^^^^ again entered Petersburg. So secret was their entrance, that ten American

officers who were there to prepare boats for La Fayette to cross the river, were captured.

Phillips was very sick of a fever on his arrival, and was carried to the house of Mrs. Boiling,

where he died four days afterward.'

The presence of La Fayette inspired the militia of Virginia with high hopes, and they

flocked to his standard in considerable numbers. When informed of the return of the Brit-

ish fleet, he suspected the object to be a junction with Cornwallis at Petersburg. It was

known that the earl had left Wilmington, and was on Ijis way to Virginia. The marquis

immediately pressed forward to take possession of the town before the arrival of Phillips and

Arnold. He was too late, and after cannonading the British quarters, particularly Boiling-

brook,' from Archer's Hill, and thoroughly reconnoitering the place, he returned to Osborne's,

should catch me, what would they do with me ?" The soldier promptly replied, " They would bury with

military honors the leg which was wounded at Saratoga, and hang the remainder of you upon a gibbet."

1 Anburey, one of the officers who surrendered to Gates at Saratoga, in his Travels in America (ii., 312),

speaks highly of Colonel Carey's hospitality. " Gordon, iii., 205
;
Girardin, 460

;
Jefferson, i., 420.

3 William Phillips, it will be remembered, was one of Burgoyne's general officers, who was made prisoner

at Saratoga. He commanded the " Convention Troops," as those-

^yf /f ^ captives were called, while on their march to Virginia. On being-

exchanged, he was actively engaged at the South until his death.

He was possessed of an exceedingly irritable temper, which often

led him into difficulty. He was very haughty in his demeanor,

especially toward the Americans, whom he affected to hold in great contempt. While lying sick at Peters-

burg, he dictated a letter to Governor Jefferson, and addressed it to " Thomas Jefferson, Esq., American

governor of Virginia;" and when speaking of the American commander-in-chief, he called him " Mr. Wash-

mston." General Phillips was buried in the old Blandford church-yard, where his remains yet repose.

His disease was bilious fever.

• La Fayette was probably not aware that General Phillips was dying at Bollingbrook, or he would not

have cannonaded it. British writers have charged La Fayette with inhumanity. Anburey (ii., 446) says,

"A circumstance attended Phillip's death, similar to the inhumanity that the Americans displayed at the

interment of General Frazer." He further asserts, that a flag was sent to the marquis, acquainting him

with the condition of Phillips, but that he paid no attention to it, and continued the firing. He said a ball

went through the house, just as Phillips was expiring, when the dying man exclaimed, " My God ! 'tis cruel

they will not let me die in peace." This assertion proves its own inconsistency. The cannonade occur-

red on the tenth, and General Phillips did not die until the thirteenth.*

* Campbell says that, according to tradition, Arnold was crossing the yard when the cannonade commenced. He hastened
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Entrance of Cornwallia into Virginia. The State in Danger. Retirement of Governor Jefferson. Monticello.

and there crossed the James River to the easterly side. Arnold took the chief command,

on the death of General Phillips, and just one vv'eek after that event,a Cornwallis, ^^^^ g^^

with a large force, entered Petersburg. That officer, after fighting the battle with i~8i-

General Greene at Guilford Court House, had retired to Wilmington, on the Cape Fear

River. Perceiving the advantages to be derived by invading Virginia at separate points,

he ordered General Phillips, as we have seen, to return up the James River, while he hast-

ened to enter the state from the south and form a junction with him at Petersburg. He
marched directly north, nearly on a line with the present rail-road from Wilmington, and

reached the Roanoke at Halifax, seven miles below the Great Falls, where he crossed, and

entered Virginia. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, with a corps of one hundred and eighty

cavalry and sixty mounted infantry, M'as sent forward as an advance guard to disperse the

militia and overawe the inhabitants. The outrages committed by some of these marauding

troops wore pronounced by Stedman, an officer of Cornwallis's army, "a disgrace to the

name of man."^ Simcoe had been sent by Arnold to take possession of the fords on the

Nottaway and Meherrin Rivers, the only considerable streams that intervened, and the two

armies, unopposed, efiected a junction at Petersburg, where Cornwallis assumed the com-

mand of the whole.

Virginia now seemed doomed to the alternative of submission or desolation. On the sev-

enth of May, the Legislature, uneasy at the proximity of General Phillips and his army, ad-

journed to meet at Charlottesville, in Albemarle county, on the twenty-fourth. There,

eighty-five miles from Fvichmond, in the bosom of a fertile and sheltered valley, on the banks

of the Pvivanna, they hoped to legislate undisturbed. Mr. JefTerson, the governor, feeling

his incompetency, on account of his lack of military knowledge, to administer the affairs of

the state with energy, declined a re-election on the first of June, and indicated General

Nelson, of Yorktown, as a proper successor. At his elegant seat, called Monticello (Little

Mountain), situated three miles south-

east of Charlottesville, far from the din

of actual hostilities, Jefierson sought

repose for a season in the bosom of his

family. His dream of quiet was soon

broken, as we shall presently perceive.

Cornwallis, unlike most of the other

British generals, was seldom inert. Al-

though, from the western part of the

Carolinas to Wilmington, and from

thence to Petersburg, he had journey-

ed nearly fifteen hundred miles in his

marches and counter-marches, he did

not halt long. Four days after his ar-
MONTICELLO.-

' American War, ii., 385. It is just to the memory of Cornwallis to say, that the enormities committed

were without his sanction. Near the Roanoke, a sergeant and private of Tarleton's legion violated the per-

son of a young girl, and robbed the house where she lived. The next morning Cornwallis ordered Tarle-

ton to draw up his men in line. Some country people pointed out the miscreants. They were tried by a

court-martial, found guilty, and hung on the spot. This example had a good effect.

^ This venerated mansion is yet standing, though somewhat dilapidated and deprived of its former beauty

bj neglect. The furniture of its distinguished owner is nearly all gone, except a few pictures and mirrors,

otherwise the interior of the house is the same as when Jefferson died. It is upon an eminence, with many
aspen-trees around it, and commands a view of the Blue Ridge for one hundred and fifty miles on one side,

and on the other one of the most beautiful and extensive landscapes in the world. Wirt, writing of the

interior arrangements of the house during Mr. Jefferson's life time, records that, in the spacious and lofty

hall which opens to the visitor on entering, " he marks no tawdry and unmeaning ornaments ; but before,

on the right, on the left, all around, the eye is struck and gratified by objects of science and taste, so classed

and arranged as to produce their finest effect. On one side, specimens of sculpture, set out in such order

into the house, and directed the inmates to go to the cellar for safety. General Phillips was taken there, followed by Mrs. Boi-

ling and her family. An old negro woman, who was standing in the kitchen door, was killed by one of the balls.
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Cornwallis's unsuccessful Pursuit of La Fayette. Expeditions Westward. Jefferson's Seal and Monument, and Inscriptions

rival, he marched down the James River to Westover, where he was joined by a regiment

a May ''4 ^'^"^ New York.' He crossed, a and pushed on toward Pwichmond. La Fayette,

1781. with nearly three thousand troops, continental and militia, lay about half way be-

tween Richmond and Wilton. Cornwallis knew the inferiority of the marquis's force to his

own, and felt so sure of success that he wrote to the British secretary, from Petersburg,

saying, " The boy can not escape me." La Fayette had wisdom as well as zeal, and instead

of risking a battle at that time, he cautiously retreated northward, pursued by the earl. A
retreat to avoid the engagement was not the only object to be obtained by La Fayette.

Wayne was on his march through Maryland with a re-enforcement of eight hundred men,

and a junction was important. Cornwallis was advised of the approach of these troops, and

sought, by rapid marches, to outstrip La Fayette and prevent the union. But the marquis

was too agile ; and after pursuing him to the North Anna, beyond Hanover Court House,

plundering and destroying a vast amount of property on the way, the earl halted and en-

camped. La Fayette passed through Spottsylvania county to the Raccoon Ford,

on the Rappahannock, in Culpepper, where he was joined by General Wayne.

b

Unsuccessful in his pursuit, Cornwallis now directed his attention to other points. In

the southern part of Fluvanna county, at a place called Point of Fork,^ on the James
River, the Americans had an arsenal and a large quantity of military stores. Baron Steu-

ben, with six hundred raw militia, had charge of this post. The dispersion of the Ameri-

cans and the capture of the stores were objects of importance to Cornwallis, and for that

purpose he sent Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe with his rangers, and other troops under Captain

Hutchinson, to surprise the baron. At the same time, the earl dispatched Tarleton, with

one hundred and eighty cavalry, and seventy mounted infantry under Captain Champagne,^

to attempt the capture of Jefferson and the members of the Legislature at Charlottesville,

b June 10.

as to exhibit at a coup d'ail the historic progress of that art, from the first rude attempts of the aborigines

of our country, up to that exquisite and finished bust of the great patriot himself, from the master-hand of

Carraeci. On the other side, the visitor sees displayed a vast collection of specimens of the Indian art,

their paintings, weapons, ornaments, and manufactures ; on another, an array of fossil productions of our

country, mineral and animal ; the polished remains of those colossal monsters that once trod our forests,

and are no more ; and a variegated display of the branching honors of ' those monarchs of the waste' that

still people the wilds of the American Continent." In a large saloon were exquisite productions of the

painter's art, and from its windows opened a view of the surrounding country, such as no painter could imi-

tate. There, too, were medallions and engravings in great profusion. Among Mr. Jefferson's papers was
found, after his death, a very perfect impression in wax, of his famous seal,

bearing his monogram and the motto. Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to

God. That impression is in the present possession of Mr. Bancroft, the

historian, to whose courtesy I am indebted for the privilege of making the

annexed representation. I have endeavored to produce a perfect fac simile,

so far as the pictorial art will allow, even to the fractures in the \tax.

Monticello was a point of great attraction to the learned of all lands,

when traveling in this country, while Jefferson lived. His writings made
him favorably known as a scholar, and his public position made him hon-

ored by the nations.

The remains of Mr. Jefferson lie in a small family cemetery, by the side

of the winding road leading to Monticello. Over them is a granite obe-

lisk eight feet high, and on a tablet of marble inserted in its southern face

is the follo\\dng inscription, which was found among Mr. Jefferson's papers after his death

:

" Here lies buried

THOMAS JEFFERSON,
Author of the Declaration of Independence

;

Of the Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom;
And Father of the University of Virginia."

' This was the forty-third regiment. The convoy also brought another regiment, and two battalions

of Anspachers, to strengthen the garrison at Portsmouth. Arnold, despised by Cornwallis, who no longer

needed his services, was sent to New York on the first of June.
^ This locality is at the confluence of the Fluvanna and Rivanna rivers, two great branches of the James

River.

^ From the stables of the planters Cornwallis procured excellent horses, on which these and other troops

were mounted.
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Expedition of Simcoe against Steuben. Attempt to Capture Jefferson and the Legislators. Destruction of Property.

Steuben was advised of the approach of Tarleton, and beheving his post to be the object

of the expedition, he conveyed his stores to the south side of the Fluvanna and prepared to

withdraw his troops thither. Simcoe's march was unknown, but when he arrived at the

Point of Fork, he had nothing to surprise or capture, except about thirty Americans who
were waiting the return of boats to cross the river. Simcoe, by an advantageous dis-

play of his force, and lighting numerous fires at night upon the hills along the Rivanna,

deceived Steuben with the belief that the main army of Cornwallis was close upon him.

Influenced by this idea, the baron hastily retreated during the night, leaving such stores be-

hind as could not readily be removed. In the morning, Simcoe sent Captain Stephenson

to destroy them, and also ordered Captain Wolsey to make a feigned pursuit upon the track

of the retreating Americans.

In the mean while, Tarleton and his legion pushed forward with their accustomed speed,

to catch the Virginia law-makers at Charlottesville. On their way toward the Rivanna,

they destroyed twelve wagon-loads of clothing, destined for Green's army in North Caro-

lina. On reaching that stream, they dashed into its current, and before seven o'clock in

the morninga they were within ten miles of Charlottesville. There Tarleton de- ajan. 4,

tached Captain M'Leod, with a party of horsemen, to capture Governor Jefferson,
^~'^^-

at Monticello, while himself and the remainder of his forces pushed on to the residence of

two brothers, named Walker, where he understood many influential Virginians were assem-

bled. Several of these Avere captured, among whom was Colonel John Simms, a member
of the Legislature, and William and R-obert, brothers of General Nelson. After partaking

of a tardily prepared breakfast at Dr. Walker's,' Tarleton pursued his rapid march, and rode

up the hill into the village of Charlotte, under full gallop, expecting to take the legislators

by surprise. He was disappointed. While passing through Louisa county, a Mr. Jouitte,

suspecting Tarleton's design, mounted a fleet horse, and reached Charlottesville in time

to give the alarm. The delay for breakfast at Dr. Walker's was sufficient to allow most

of the members to mount fresh horses and escape. Only seven fell into the hands of the

British.

M'Leod's expedition to Monticello was quite as unsuccessful. The governor was enter-

taining several members of the Legislature, including the speakers of both Houses, and was

not aAvare of the proximity of an enemy, until the invaders were seen coming up the wind-

ing road leading to his mansion. His wife and children were hurried off to Colonel Carter's,

six miles southward, whither Mr. Jeflerson followed on horseback, making his way among

the dark recesses of Carter's Mountain. The speaker hurried to Charlottesville to adjourn

the Legislature, to meet at Staunton on the seventh,* and then, with several others, mounted

fleet horses and escaped. Mr. Jefferson had not been gone ten minutes when M'Leod and

his party rode up and found the mansion deserted. Books, papers, and furniture were un-

touched by the enemy, and not a particle of the governor's property was destroyed, except

a large quantity of wine in his cellar, drank and wasted by a few soldiers, without the knowl-

edge of their commander.

After destroying one thousand new muskets, four hundred barrels of powder, several hogs-

heads of tobacco, and a quantity of soldier's clothing, Tarleton, with his prisoners, rejoined

Cornwallis, who had advanced to Elk Hill, a plantation belonging to Governor Jefferson,

near the Point of Fork. There the most wanton destruction of property occurred. They

cut the throats of the young horses, carried off the older ones fit for service, slaughtered the

> Observing a delay in the preparation of breakfast, Tarleton impatiently demanded the reason. He was

mformed by the cook- that his subalterns had already devoured two breakfasts. A guard was placed at

the kitchen door, and it was not until a third breakfast was cooked that Tarleton was able to obtain his

meal.
* The members of the Legislature were terribly frightened, and were not at ease even at Staunton. On

the morning when they convened, Colonel Brookes, with a small company of moimted Virginians, rode into

Staunton at a rapid pace, bearing a message from Baron Steuben. The members, believing them to be a

part of Tarleton's legion, took to their heels, and it was some time before they could be coaxed back to

their duties. On the twelfth they elected General Nelson governor of the state.



550 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Cornwallis baffled by La Fayette. His Retreat toward the Coast. Detention of the Convention Troops. Their Parole.

cattle, burned the barns with the crops of the previous year, with all the fences on the plant-

ations near, and captured many negroes.'

One more prize attracted the attention of Cornwallis. At Albemarle Old Court House,

above the Point of Fork, the Virginians had collected a large quantity of valuable stores,

most of which had been sent from Pvichmond. The earl determined to capture or destroy

them ; La Fayette, who, after his junction with Wayne, had moved cautiously through

Orange and the upper part of Louisa to Boswell's tavern, near the Albemarle line, resolved

to protect them. Tarleton was sent to force La Fayette either to hazard a battle with the

whole British army, or abandon the stores. The marquis did neither. He had discovered

a rough, unused road, leading directly to the Court House. Early in the evening he set

his pioneers at work, and before morning his whole force had traversed the opened way, and,

to the astonishment of Cornwallis, were strongly posted upon high ground, between the

British forces and the American stores. Again baffled, the earl wheeled his army, and

moved toward the eastern coast, closely watched and followed by the vigilant marquis.

He entered Pvichmond on the seventeenth, and evacuated it on the twentieth. Steuben had

now joined La Fayette, and Cornwallis, believing the strength of the Americans to be much

greater than it really was, hastened to Williamsburg, where, under the protection of his

shipping, and re-enforced by troops from Portsmouth, he encamped.^ His subsequent move-

ments, until his surrender at Yorktown, have been noticed in preceding chapters.

Before leaving Virginia, let us consider that important event in the history of the Pvevo-

lution, the residence of the " Convention Troops" (as Burgoyne's captured army were called),

in the vicinity of Charlottesville.

In a note on page 82 of the first volume of this work, I have given briefly the principal

reasons why the captive army of Burgoyne was not allowed to go to England on parole.

The action of Congress on the subject was technically dishonorable, and not in accordance

with the letter and spirit of the cofivcntion signed by Gates and Burgoyne. So General

Washington evidently thought when he wrote to General Heath respecting the detention

of that body, and said, " By this step General Burgoyne will, it is more than probable, look

upon himself as released from all former ties, and consequently at liberty to make use of any

means to effect an escape."^ The suspected perfidy of the British commander, the fact that

the enemy often acted upon the principle that " faith was not to be kept with rebels," and

the consideration that these troops, though they might not again " serve against America,"

would supply the places of soldiers at home who would, partially justified the bad faith of

Congress. Having resolved to keep them here, the next consideration was their mainte-

nance. The difficulty of procuring an ample supply of food in New England, and the facil-

ities of a sea-coast for their escape, induced Congress to order them to be sent into the in-

terior of Virginia. Sir Henry Clinton had been applied to^ for passports for Amer-
°^ ' " ' ican vessels to transport fuel and provisions to Boston for the use of the prison-

ers, but refused. Congress, therefore, directed^ them to be removed to Charlottes-

ville, in Albemarle county, Virginia. Pursuant to this direction, the M'hole body

of captives, English and Germans, after the officers had signed a parole of honor^ respecting

' It is estimated that, during the invasion of the state which we have been considering, thirty thousand

slaves were carried off, of whom twenty-seven thousand are supposed to have died of small-pox or camp-

fever in the course of six months.

—

Howison, ii., 270.

* Gordon, Ramsay, Jefferson's Letters, Tucker'.s Life of Jefferson, Girardin, Howison, &c
' Sparks's Washington, v., 221.

* The following- is the form of the parole :
" We whose names are hereunto subscribed being under the

restrictions of the convention of Saratoga, and ordered, by a resolution of Congress of the fifteenth ultimo,

to remove from the State of Massachusetts Bay, to Charlottesville, in the Staite of Virginia, do severally

promise and engage on our word and honor, and on the faith of gentlemen, that on our march from this

place to Charlottesville, we, or either of us, will not say or do any thing injurious to the United States of

America, or either of them, nor at any time exceed such limits or distances from the troops as may be as-

sio-ned us bv the commanding officer who may have the charge and escort of the troops of convention to

Virginia, or on any other part of the route.

Given under our hands in the State of Massachusetts Bay, this day of November, A.D. 1778."
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their conduct on the way, took up their line of march from Cambridge and Rutland' on the

tenth of November. Burgoyne having been permitted to return to England in May, the

command of the convention troops devolved upon Major-general Phillips. Colonel Theo-

dorick Bland, of the first regiment of light dragoons, was appointed by Washington to super-

intend the march of the captives ; and Colonel James Wood was appointed to command at

Charlottesville. It was a dreary winter's journey of seven hundred miles, and occupied

about three months in its accomplishment.^ The Baroness Riedesel, in her charming Let-

te7'S and Me?noirs, gives graphic pictures of events on the way, and of her residence in and

departure from Virginia. Anburey, a captive officer, also records many incidents of interest

connected with the journey ; and in his Travels, publishes a map of the Eastern and Middle

States, on which is denoted, by colored lines, the direction of the march, and the extent of

the paroles of the English and German prisoners after their arrival in Virginia.^

The troops were, at first, all stationed at Charlottesville. That town then contained only

a court-house, one tavern, and about a dozen houses. These were crowded with the En-

glish officers, and many sought quarters on neighboring plantations. The soldiers suffered

dreadfully. Not expecting the captives before spring, barracks were not erected, and the

only shelter that was vouchsafed them, after their fatiguing march through mud and snow,

were a few half-finished huts in the woods. These, not half covered, were full of snow, and

it was three days before they were made habitable. No provisions had arrived for the

troops, and for a week they subsisted upon corn meal made into cakes. The officers, by

signing a parole, were allowed to go as far as Richmond for quarters, and in a short time

both officers and soldiers were rendered quite comfortable. General Phillips made his quar-

ters at the plantation of Colonel Carter,^ and General Pviedcsel and his family resided upon

the estate of Mr. Mazzei, an Italian gentleman at CoUe, a few miles distant from Charlottes-

ville.^ Mr. Jeflerson, who was then at Monticello, did every thing in his power to render

I have before me the original parole ol

the Germans, with the autographs of the

ninetj^-five officers who siifned it. It is

headed by the names of Baron Riedesel,
IV/^tC- 0^/*^-"^'^

'
—
^^sJi- // y-/5^-t,-/^^^V^ ' ^'^"^ commander of the Brunswick forces,

^•^7^ CT^/ti ^"^^crs and of those of his military family, Ger

^y^-^~^^ /^^ r \ ^ /^ lach, Edmonstone, and Cleve. The first

l^-fr-^Otiyr^^ /"Ct-^--^ ;?>'«.) «^^- (^^K^^^^^ was deputy quarter-master general
;
the

V—- V^ A^-
]^gf ^^^xQ y^-ere aids-de-canip. Edmon-

stone, who was a Scotchman, was General Riedesel's secretar}', and wrote all his English letters.

' During the summer and autumn of 1778, the English captives were quartered at Rutland, in Worces-

ter county, fifty-five miles northwest of Boston. A portion of them were marched thither on the fifteenth

of April.
'' Anburey expressed his belief that the chief advantage which the Congress sought to obtain by this jour-

ney in the winter, was the desertion of troops, believing that the privations on the march would drive hund-

reds to that step. There were a great many desertions during the march.
' The principal places through which the troops passed, were as follows : Weston, Marlborough, Worces-

ter, Leicester, and Enfield, in Mnssachti.sctts ; Suffield, Sunbury, New Hartford, Norfolk, and Sharon, in Con-

necticut ; Nine Partners, Hopewell, Fishkill. Newburgh, Little Britain, and Goshen, in New York ; Wallins,

Sussex Court House, Hacketstown, and Sherwood's Ferry, in New Jersey ; Tinicum, Hilltown, North

Wales, Valley Forge, Lancaster, and York, in Pennsylvania ; Hanover, Tawneytown, and Frederickstown,

in Maryland ; Little London, Neville Plantation, Farquier Court House, Carter's Plantation, Orange, Walk-

er's Plantation to Charlottesville, in Virginia.

* Anburey says, "the house and plantation where General Phillips resides is called Blenheim. The house

was erected shortly after that memorable battle in Germany, by a Mr. Carter, who was secretary to the

colony." He mentions the fact that Colonel Carter possessed fifteen hundred slaves.

—

Travels, ii., 327.

* Madame Riedesel saj's, " the house where we were lodged, and indeed the whole estate, belonged to

an Italian, who hired it to us, as he was about setting out on a journey. We looked impatiently forward

to the time of his departure, and that of his wife and daughter, on account of the smallness of the house

and the scarcity of provisions. In respect to the latter, our landlord voluntarily assumed a kind of tutor-

ship over us. Thus, when he killed a calf, he gave us on the first day only the head and the tripe, though

we represented that this was not enoucfh for twenty persons. He replied that we could make a ver\' good

soup of it. He then added to the meat two cabbages and some stale ham
;
and this was all we could ob-

tain from him.
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the situation of the officers and troops as pleasant as possible. To the former, the hospitali-

ties of his mansion and the use of his choice library were freely proffered ; and when, in the

spring of 1779, it was proposed to remove the troops to some other locality, he pleaded earn-

estly, and argued forcibly, in a letter to Governor Henrya against the measure, on

the grounds of its inhumanity, expense, and general inexpediency. For these at-

tentions, the officers and troops often expressed their warmest gratitude toward Mr. JelTerson.

The kindness of Colonel Bland, on their march, also excited their affection, and made him a

favorite.

Early in the spring, comfortable barracks for the troops were erected, under the direction

View op the Encampment of the Convention Troops.
(From a picture in Anburej'^s Travets,)

of Colonel Harvey. They were upon the brow and slopes of a high hill, on Colonel Har-

vey's estate, five miles from Charlottesville. They cost the government about twenty-five

thousand dollars. A large portion of the land vi'as laid out into gardens, fenced in and

planted. General Riedesel spent more than five hundred dollars for garden seeds for the

German troops, and when autumn advanced there was no scarcity of provisions. Accord-

ing to Mr. Jefferson, the location was extremely healthy.' It being the universal opinion

that they would remain prisoners there until the close of the war, the officers spent a great

deal of money in the erection of more suitable dwellings, and in preparing rough land for

cultivation. They settled their families there, built a theatre, a coflee-house, and a cold

bath ; and in general intercourse with the families of neighboring gentlemen, and the pur-

suits of music and literature, their captivity was made agreeable to them, and profitable to

the province.^ Notwithstanding this apparent quiet on the surface, there was turbulence

below. Captivity under the most favorable circumstances is galling. A large number de-

serted, and made their way to British posts at the North. On one occasion nearly four

hundred eluded the vigilance of their guards, and escaped. When, in October, 1780, Gen-

eral Leslie with a strong force took possession of Portsmouth, great uneasiness was observed

' " Of four thousand people (the number of the captives) it should be expected, according to ordinary

calculations, that one should die every day
;
yet in the space of near three months there have been but four

deaths among them ;
two infants under three weeks old, and two others by apoplex)'. The officers tell me

the troops were never before so health)' since they were imbodied."

—

Letter to Governor Patrick Henry.
^ It can not be wondered at, that Air. Jefferson and other agriculturists should have been opposed to

their removal, when it was estimated that forty-five thousand bushels of grain from the harvest fields of

Virginia were consumed by them in a year, and that thirty thousand dollars were circulated weekly in con-

sequence of their presence.—See Jefferson's Letter to Governor Henry. Anburey, noticing their dciiarture

from the barracks, says, " I am apt to think that Colonel Harvey, the proprietor of the estate, will reap

great advantaire, if the province should not, as the army entirely cleared a space of six miles in circum-

ference round the barracks."

—

Travels, ii., 414.
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among the British troops, and just fears were entertained that they might rise upon and

overpower their guard, and join their countrymen on the EHzabeth River. The Germans

were less impatient, for they were enjoying life better than at home ;' yet it was thought

expedient to remove the whole body of prisoners to a place of greater security. Accordingly,

the British were marched across the Blue Pi.idge,a at Wood's Gap, and through the
^ ^^^ 20,

Great Valley to Fort Frederick, in Maryland ;'' the Germans followed soon after- i^so.

ward, and were quartered at Winchester (then containing between three and four hundred

houses), in the northern part of Virginia. Deaths, desertion, and partial exchanges had

now reduced their numbers to about twenty-one hundred. Afterward they were removed

to Lancaster, and some to East Windsor, in Connecticut. In the course of 1782, they

were all dispersed, either by exchange or desertion. A large number of the Germans, re-

membering the perfidy of their rulers at home, and pleased with their national brethren who

were residents here, remained at the close of the war, and many became useful citizens.

Let us resume our journey.

I arose at daybreak, on the morning after my arrival in Petersburg. b The
b Dec. 26,

clouds were broken, and a keen breeze from the north reminded me of the pres- i^^^.

ence of winter. Accompanied by one of the early risers of the town, I crossed the fine

bridge over the Appomattox, anu strolled over Archer's Hill, whereon the Americans plant-

ed their cannon and disturbed the inmates of Bollingbrook. The little village on that side

retains its original name of Pocahunta or Pocahontas, and presents

a natural curiosity which tradition has connected with the mem-
ory of that princess. It is a large stone, hollowed like a bowl by

the hand of Nature, and is never without water in it, except in

times of extreme drought. It is called Pocahontas's Wash-basin ;

and the vulgar believe that the " dearest daughter" of Powhatan

actually laved her limbs in its concavity. It was formerly several
PocAJioNTASS Basin.

j r •,
i.>

,
i. *u .u * f *l, v. 'l

rods from its present position at the northwest corner of the bridge,

and was broken in its removal. Strong cement keeps it whole, and it is regarded with

considerable interest by the curious visitor.

Returning to Petersburg, we ascended to Bollingbrook, and just as the sun came up from

the distant hills, I sketched the view on page 545. At nine o'clock, after receiving mi-

nute directions respecting my futute route for a hundred miles, I took the reins and started

for the Roanoke. For the first sixteen miles, to the banks of Stony Brook, the country is

sandy and quite level, and the roads were fine. I crossed that stream at Dinwiddle Court

House, the capitol of the county of that name, where, a few days before. Society, by the use

of a sherifT and strong cord, had strangled William Dandridge Eppes, for the murder of a

' I have mentioned, on page 21, the bargain entered into by the British ministry and some German prin-

cess for the furnishing of troops, by the latter, to fight the Americans. That bargain was rendered more

heinous by the methods used to obtain the requisite number of men. Laborers were seized in the fields

and work-shops, and lariie numbers were taken from the churches while engaged in their devotions, and

hurried to the barracks without being allowed a parting embrace with their families. That this was the

method to be employed was evidently known to the British government several months before the bargain

was consummated ;
for on the fourteenth of November, 1775, the honest-hearted king wrote as follows to

Lord North :
" The giving contimissions to German officers to get men I can by no means consent to, for it

in plain English amounts to making me a kidnapper, which I can not think a very honorable occupation."*

Throufrhout Europe the whole transaction was viewed with horror as a great crime against humanity.

Frederick the Great took every occasion to express his contempt for the "scandalous man-traffic of his

neighbors." It is said that whenever any of those hired Brunswickers and Hessians had to pass through

any portion of his territory, he claimed to levy on them the usual toll for so many head of cattle, since, he

said, they had been sold as such !t

^ Fort Frederick is yet a well-preserved relic of colonial times. It is upon the north bank of the Poto-

mac, in Washington county, Maryland, about fifty miles below Cumberland. It was built in 1755-6, un-

der the direction of Governor Sharpe. The material is stone, and cost about thirty thousand dollars. The

fort is quadrangular, and contained barracks sufficient for seven hundred men. This was one of the six

forts built as frontier defenses against the encroachments of the French and Indians.

* Lord Mahon's History of England, Appendix, vol. vi., page 31 • London, 1851. t Mahon, vi., 131.
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young man. The first murder was sufficiently horrid ; the second was doubly so, because

Christian men and women and innocent children saw it done in cool blood, and uttered not

a word of remonstrance or reprobation I It had evidently been a holiday for the people
;

and all the way from Petersburg to the Meherrin, it was a stock subject for conversation.

A dozen times I was asked if I saw " the hanging ;" and a dozen times I shuddered at the

evidence of the prevailing savagism in the nineteenth century, even in the heart of our

republic. But the gallows is toppling, and another generation will be amazed at the

cruelty of their fathers.

From Stony Brook to the Nottaway Pviver, a distance of fifteen miles, the country is

broken, and patches of sandy soil with pine forests, alternated with red clay, bearing oaks,

chestnuts, and gum-trees. Worse roads I never expect to travel, for they would be im-

passable. Oftentimes Charley M'ould sink to his knees in the soft earth, Avhich was almost

as adhesive as tar. The country is sparsely populated, and the plantations generally bore

evidences of unskillful culture. Although most of the soil is fertile, and might be made very

productive, yet so wretchedly is it frequently managed that twenty bushels of wheat is con-

sidered a good yield for an acre, and corn in like proportion. A large number of negroes

are raised in that section, and constitute the chief wealth of the inhabitants ; ibr the land,

within thirty miles of the fine markets of Petersburg and City Point, averages in value only

about five dollars an acre. Good roads would increase its value, but the spirit of internal

improvement is very weak there. I was informed by a gentleman with whom I passed the

night within a mile of the Nottaway, that several plantations in his neighborhood did not

yield corn and bacon sufficient for the negroes, and that one or two men or women were

sold annually from each to buy food for the others. " Thus," as he expressively observed,

" they eat each other up !" Tobacco is the staple product, yielding from five hundred to

one thousand jjounds per acre ; but, in the absence of manure, it destroys the vitality of the

soil. During a ride of seventy or eighty miles toward the Roanoke, I saw hundreds of

acres thus deadened and yellow with " poverty grass," or green with shrub pines. Many
proprietors are careless or indolent, and leave the management of their estates to overseers.

These, in turn, lacking the stimulus of interest, seem to leave aflairs in the hands of the ne-

groes, and the negroes are always willing to trust to Providence. The consequence is, fitful

labor, unskillfuUy applied ; and the fertile acres remain half barren from year to year. To

a Northern man accustomed to pictures of industry and thrift, directed and enjoyed by en-

lightened workers, these things appear big with evil con.sequences. They are the fruits of

the social system in the Southern States, which has grown reverend with years ; a system

deprecated by all sound thinkers there, particularly in the agricultural districts, as a barrier

to progress, and inimical to genuine prosperity. This subject involves questions proper for

the statesman, the political economist, and the moralist to discuss. They are irrelevant to

my theme, and I pass them by with this brief allusion, while resting firmly upon the hope

that, through equity and wisdom, a brighter day is about to dawn upon the rich valleys and

fertile uplands of Virginia and the Carolinas.

I crossed the Nottaway into Brunswick county, at Jones's Bridge. The river is narrow,

and lying in a deep bed, its current is often made swift by rains. Such was its condition

when I passed over ; for rain had been falling since midnight, and when I resumed my
journey, it was mingled M'ith snow and hail, accompanied by a strong northwest wind.

All day the storm continued, but happily for me I was riding with the wind, and kept dry

beneath my spacious wagon top. The red clay roads prevailed, occasionally relieved by a

sandy district covered with pines, beautified by an undergrowth of holly and laurel.' My

' In many places between Petersburg and Hillsborough, in North Carolina, I observed dead trees cover-

in<T several acres in patches throughout the pine forests. From one eminence I counted six of these patches

in ilinerent directions, made visible by their yellow foliage in the midst of the surrounding dark green forest.

I was told that they were killed by a worm, which perforates and traverses the bark in every direction.

I observed these perforations, appearing like the wounds of buck shot in the bark four or five inches apart.

From thess, turpentine ofter oozed in profusion. These worms are very fatal to the trees. A tree that
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goal was Gee's Bridge over the Meherrin River, which I expected to reach by three o'clocli

in the afternoon, but a divergence into a wrong road for the space of three or four miles, de-

layed my arrival there until sunset. Nor was delay the only vexation, for, to regain the
right road, I had to wheel and face the driving storm until I was thoroughly drenched. In
this condition I was obliged to travel a red clay road four miles after crossing the Meher-
rin, to obtain lodging for the night.

Gee's Bridge was a rickety affair, and was used only when
the Meherrin, which is similar in volume and current to the

Nottaway, M'as too much swollen to allow travelers to ford it.

On its southern side, the road ascends at an angle of forty-five

degrees, and, to make it passable, is filled with small bowlders

near the bridge, and logs laid transversely up the steeper portion.

For the use of this bridge, the stones and logs, the traveler is

taxed a "levy" at the top of the hill by the overseer of Gee's

plantation.' At dark I reached the house of Dr. Gregory, Avho

entertains strangers, and under his comfortable roof I rested, after

a most wearisome day's travel for man and horse. The doctor

was absent, and I passed an hour after supper with his over-

seer, an intelligent young man from New London, Connecticut. He had peddled wooden
clocks through that region, and having sold many on credit, he settled there eight years

before to collect his dues. He hired himself as an overseer, and there he yet remained, full

of faith that he would ultimately collect all that was due to him. From him I obtained a

good deal of information respecting the husbandry of Lower Virginia
; the sum of his testi-

mony was, " The people seem to try how soon they can wear out the soil, and then aban-

don it."

The storm was over in the morning,a and a cold, bracing air came from the north, a Dec 28

Ice skimmed the surface of the pools by the road side, and all over the red earth the ^^''^•

exhalations were congealed into the most beautiful creations of frost-work I ever beheld.

There were tiny columns an inch in height, with gorgeous capitals like tree-tops, their

branches closely intertwined. These gave the surface the appearance of a crust of snow.

Art, in its most delicate operations, never wrought any thing half so wonderful as that lit-

tle forest, created within the space of an hour, and covering tens of thousands of acres. The
road was wretched, and it was almost two hours past meridian when I reached St. Tammany.
on the Roanoke, a small post station in Mecklenburg county, about eighty miles from Peters-

burg, and about thirty below the confluence of the Dan and Staunton. The Roanoke is

here almost four hundred yards wide, with an average depth of about thirteen feet, and a

strong current. '^ I crossed upon a bateau, propelled by means of a pole worked by a single

stout negro. When the stream is much swollen, three or four men are necessary to man-
age the craft, and even then there is danger. After ascending the southern bank, the road

passes over a marsh of nearly half a mile, and then traverses among gentle hills. Two

has been girdled, though its leaves fall, is good timber for three or four years ; but a tree attacked by these

worms loses all vitality at once, and in twelve or fourteen monlhs is useless for timber purposes. It rap-

idly decays, and falls to the ground. I was informed that in some instances, where pines constituted the

chief value of plantations, this blight had caused the owners to abandon them.
' Mr. Gee. I was informed, is a descendant of Colonel Gee, who commanded a militia regiment when the

British invaded Virginia. He resided further down, between the Meherrin and the Nottaway, and was
captured by Colonel Simcoe's cavalry while that officer was securing the fords of the river for the passage
of Cornwallis's army. " We proceeded," says Simcoe, " with the utmost expedition, to the Nottaway River,

twenty-seven miles from Petersburg, where we arrived early the next morning. The bridfje had been de-

stroyed, which was easily repaired, and Major Armstrong was left with the infantry. The cavalry went
on to Colonel Gee's, a rebel militia officer. He attempted to escape, but was secured, and, refusing to

give his parole, was sent prisoner to Major Armstrong."

—

Journal, page 207.
^ The Roanoke is formed by the junction of the Dan and Staunton Rivers, near the south boundary of

Virfrinia, and flows into the head of Albemarle Sound. It is navigable to the falls, at Halifax, seventy-five

miles, for small vessels.
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miles from the river I passed some fields of cotton not yet garnered, and the wool, escaped from

the bolls, looked like patches of snow upon the shrubs. These were the first cotton planta-

tions I had seen. I was surprised to learn that the cotton harvest may begin in Septem-

ber, and yet, at the close of December, much, here and elsewhere at the South, was in the

fields, and injured by exposure to the taints produced by rains. Belter husbandry seemed

to prevail on this side of the Roanoke, and neat farm-houses gave the country a pleasing ap-

pearance of thrift. I was now on one of the great routes of travel from Central Virginia to

Hillsborough, the seat of the Provincial Congress at the opening of the war of the Revolu-

tion. It was also the great route of emigration from Virginia when the wilderness upon the

Yadkin was first peopled by white men. I had intended to follow the track of Greene and

his army while retreating before Cornwallis in the spring of 1781, but in so doing I should

omit other places of paramount interest. That track lay between forty and fifty miles

northwest of my route to Hillsborough.

The pine forests now became rare, and the broken country was diversified by well- culti-

vated plantations, and forests of oaks, chestnuts, gum, and a few catalpas. Toward even-

ing I arrived at Nut Bush Post Office, in Warren county (formerly a part of Granville),

a locality famous in the annals of that state as the first place in the interior where a revo-

lutionary document was put forth to arouse the people to resist the government.' The
postmaster (John H. Bullock, Esq.) owned a store and an extensive tobacco plantation there.

Under his roof I passed the night, in the enjoyment of the most cordial hospitality, and was

warmly pressed to spend several days with him, and join in the seasonable sports of turkey

and deer hunting in the neighboring forests. But, eager to complete my journey, I declined,

and the next morning, notwithstanding another strong northeast gale was driving a chilling

sleet over the land, I left Nut Bush, and pushed on toward Oxford. The staple production

of this region appears to be tobacco ; and drying-houses and presses composed the principal

portion of the outbuildings of the plantations.*

' On the sixth of June, 1765, when the news of the passage of the Stamp Act reached the interior of

the province, a paper was circulated at Nut Bush, entitled, '' A Serious Address to the Inhabitants of the

Count}' of Granville, containing a brief Narrative of our Deplorable Situation and the Wrongs we .suffer, and

some necessary Hints with respect to a Reformation." This paper had for its epigraph the following line :

"Save my country, heavnns, shall be my last."

The paper was prepared by an illiterate man, but it was so forcibly and clearly expressed that it had a

powerful elFect on the people.—Martin, ii., 197 ; Caruthers's Lift of Caldwell, 107.
* To the Northern reader a brief general description of the tobacco culture may not be uninteresting.

The ground for germinatinfj the seed is prepared by first burning a (juantity of wood over the space to be

sown. This process is to destroy all the roots of plants that ma)' be in the soil. The ashes are then re-

moved, and the earth is thoroughly digged and raked until it is like a bed in a garden prepared for seed.

The tobacco-seed (which appears like mustard-seed) is then mixed with wood-ashes and strown in drills a
few inches apart. This is generally done in February. When the plants are grown two or three inches

in height, they are taken up and transplanted into little hillocks in the fields. This is done at about the

first of May. From that time the crop demands unceasing attention. These plants will grow about a
foot high within a month after the transplanting. They are then topped ; the suckers and lower leaves

are pruned ofT, and about twice a week they are cleaned from weeds and the large and destructive worms
which infest them. They attain their full growth in about six weeks after the first pruning, and begin to

turn brown—an evidence of ripening. As fast as they ripen they are cut and gathered into the barns or

drying-houses. This operation commences about the first of September. The plants, after being cut, are

left upon the ground to sweat for a night, and then taken to cover. There they are hung up separately to

dry for four or five weeks. The tobacco-houses are made as open as possible, for the circulation of air,

but so as to avoid the rain. When sufficiently dry, the plants are taken

down and dampened with water, to prevent their crumbling. They are

then laid upon sticks, and covered up close to sweat for a week or two
longer. The top part of the plant is the best, the bottom the poorest for

commerce. When thus prepared, the leaves are stripped from the stalk,

and pressed hard into boxes or hogsheads for market.

The presses used in the tobacco districts are of two kinds ; one is a

lever, the fulcrum being two rude upright posts. The hogshead or box is
Lever Press.

placed near the posts. The smaller end of the lever is forked, or has a slot, through which passes another

upright stick with a series of holes. Weights are attached to that end, and as it is gradually brought down
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WUliamsburg and Oxford. Tar River. Fording Streams. Tlie Princely Domain of Mr. Cameron.

I passed through the little village of Williamsborough, at two o'clock in the afternoon,

and arrived at Oxford at dark. The latter is a pleasant village of some five hundred in-

habitants, situated near the center of Granville county, and its seat of justice. It is a place

of considerable business for an inland town ; but my favorable impressions, after an hour's

inspection before breakfast on the morning after my arrival, were marred by tbe discovery

of relics of a more barbarous age, standing upon the green near the jail. They were a pil-

lory and a whipimig-iwst. , the first and only ones I ever saw. I was told by a resident that

the more enlifhtened people of the town were determined to have them removed, and it is

to be hoped that those instruments for degradation no longer disfigure the pretty little vil-

lage of Oxford.

The morning of the thirtietha was clear and warm, after a night of heavy rain.
^ ^^^ ^^^^

I left Oxford early, resolved to reach Hillsborough, thirty-six miles distant, at even-

ing. But the red clay roads, made doubly bad by the rain, impeded my progress, and I was

obliged to stop at the house of a Yankee planter, four miles short of Hillsborough. In the

course of the day, I forded several considerable streams, all of them much swollen, and dif-

ficult of passage, for a stranger. The Flat Creek, near Oxford, a broad and shallow stream,

was hub-deep, and gave me the first unpleasant experience of fording. A {^w miles further

on, I crossed the Tar Pviver, over a long and substantial bridge. This is a rapid stream,

and now its muddy and turbulent waters came rushing hke a mountain-torrent, bearing

large quantities of drift-wood in the midst of its foam.' Soon after crossing the Tar, I ford-

ed a small tributary called the Cat Tail Creek. It was not more than two rods wide, but

was so deep that the water dashed into my wagon, and the current lifted it from the ground,

for a moment. The Knapp-of-Reeds was broader, and but a little less rapid and danger-

ous ; and when, at three o'clock, I crossed the Flat Pviver, I came very near being

"swamped." A bridge spanned the stream, but the ground on either side is so flat that,

during floods, the river overflows its banks and expands into a lake. I reached the bridge

without difficulty, but, when leaving it, found the way much impeded by drift-wood and

other substances that came flowing over the banks. Charley was not at all pleased with

these frequent fordings, and the masses of drift alarmed him. While my wagon-hubs were

under water, and he was picking his way carefully over the submerged stones, a dark mass

of weeds and bushes came floating toward him. He sheered suddenly, and for a moment

the wagon was poised upon two wheels. I was saved from a cold bath by springmg to the

opposite side, where my weight prevented its overturning, and we were soon safe upon firm

land. This was the last contest with the waters for the day, for the next stream (the Lit-

tle River) was crossed by a bridge, a good distance above the less rapid current. Between

the Flat and the Little Rivers, and filling the whole extent of four miles, was the immense

plantation of Mr. Cameron, a Scotch gentleman. This plantation extends parallel with the

rivers, a distance of fifteen miles, and covers an area of about sixty square miles. It is well

managed, and yields abundant crops of wheat, corn, oats, cotton, tobacco, potatoes, and other

products of the Northern and Middle States. One thousand negroes were upon it, under

the direction of several overseers. Its hills are crowned with fine timber, and I observed

several large flocks of sheep and herds of cattle upon the slopes. It is probably the largest

landed estate in the Carolinas, perhaps in the Union.

it is secured by a strong pin to the upright post. The other and more efficient presses have a wooden or

iron screw for leverage, like the cider presses of the North, or the common standing presses in manufacto-

ries. These are move expensive, and are used only on plantations of considerable extent.

The tobacco plant, when full grown, is four or five feet in height. The stalk is straight, hairy, and

very clumsy. The leaves grow alternately, are of a faded yellowish green, and are very large toward the

lower part of the plant. There is scarcely a vegetable on the lace of the earth more really nauseous and

filthy in taste and the effects of use, than tobacco, and yet hundreds and thousands of the most fertile acres

of our country are devoted to the cultivation of this noxious weed, which is good for none, but injurious to

man}^, where millions of bushels of nutritive grain might be raised.

' The Tar is about one hundred and eighty miles long. At the town of Washington, toward the coa.st,

it expands, and is called PciUilicu River, and flows into Pamlico Sound.
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Night at a Yankee's Farm house. Arrival at Hillsborough. Early Settlements in North Carolina.

It was very dark when I reached the dwelling of Mr. Bacon (a farmer from Connecti-

cut), four miles from Hillsborough, a small, neat, and comfortable log-house. Furniture and

food were of the most humble kind, but cheerful contentment made the inmates rich. The
thankful grace at table, and the prayer and praise of family worship afterward, gave light to

that dwelling, where deep affliction was coming on apace. A daughter of fourteen years

(one of nine children), who sat wrapped in a blanket in the corner of the huge fire-place,

was wasting with consumption. She was a beautiful child, and her mother spoke of her

piety, her tenderness, and sweet affection, until emotion pressed her lips into silence. She

was the picture of patient suffering.

'' Around her brow, as snow drop fair,

The glossy tresses cluster,

Nor pearl nor ornament was there,

Save the meek spirit's luster

;

And faith and hope beamed in her eye

;

And angels bowed as she passed by.'

Sarah JosEpn.\ Hai.e.

Ere this her body doubtless reposes in the orchard, by the side of that of her little brother

who had gone before.

The next day was the Sabbath. Leaving Mr. Bacon's at dawn, I rode into Hillsborough'

in time for breakfast and comfortable quarters at the Union Hotel, where I spent the day

before a glowing wood fire. On Monday morning I called upon the Reverend James Wil-

son, D.D., with a letter of introduction, and to his kind courtesy I am much indebted. He
accompanied me to places of interest in the town, and gave me all the information I de-

sired concerning the history of the vicinity. Before noticing these strictly local matters,

let us open the records of North Carolina, and take a brief general view of the history of

the state, from its settlement until the war of the Revolution commenced.

The principal discoveries on the coast of the Carolinas have already been noticed in the

introduction to this work and in the account of the first efibrts at settlement in Virginia,

by which it appears that to North Carolina belongs the honor of having had the first En-

izlish settlement in America, within its domain. We will now consider, briefly, the progress

uf settlement below the Nansemond and Roanoke.

We have seen the difi^iculties which attended the first explorations of the Roanoke, and

the abandonment of the Carolina coast after the failure of Raleigh's expeditions. Notwith-

standing a fertile region was here open for the labor and enterprise of the English, who were

rapidly populating Virginia along the banks of the Powhatan and other large streams, yet

no permanent settlement appears to have been attempted south of the Dismal Swamp, until

nearly fifty years after the building of Jamestown. As early as 1609, the country on Nan-

semond River, on the southern frontier of Virginia, had been settled ; and in 1622, Porey,

then Secretary of Virginia, and a man of great courage and perseverance, penetrated the

country southward to the Chowan River.' The kindness of the natives, and the fertility

and beauty of the country, were highly extolled by Porey, and new desires for extending set-

tlemer^ts southward were awakened. The vigilance with which the Spaniards watched the

coast below Cape Fear, and the remembrance of their cruelty in exercising their power at an

earlier day against the French in Florida, doubtless caused hesitation on the part of the En-

glish. But persecution during the administration of Berkeley, at length drove some of Vir-

ginia's best children from her household, and they, with others who were influenced by lower

motives than a desire for religious liberty, began the work of fomiding a new state. New
England, also, where persecution was not a stranger, contributed essential aid in the work.

' Hillsborough was laid out in 1759 by W. Childs, and was first called Childsburg, in honor of the then

Attorney General of the province. Its name was afterward changed to Hillsborough, in compliment, ac-

cording to Martin (ii., 104), to the Earl of Hillsborough, the Secretary of State for the colonies.

* The Chowan is formed by the union of Nottaway, Meherrin, and Blackwater Rivers, which flow from

Vir<Tinia into Albemarle Sound, a little north of the mouth of the Roanoke.
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First Charter of North Carolina. Early Settlements on the Chowan and Cape Fear. Planters from Barbadoes.

In 1630, a patent was granted to Sir Robert Heath for the whole of the country ex-

tending from Virginia, southward, over six degrees of latitude, to the rather indefinite bound-

ary of Florida, then in possession of the Spaniards. The region was named Carolina in

honor of the sister of Charles the First, of that name. Heath was unable lo fulfill the con-

ditions of his charter, and it was forleitc<l before any settlements were made. In
,

» March 24.

1663, a Charles the Second granted a charter to a company, among whom were

General George Monk (the Duke of Albemarle), Lord Clarendon, Sir George Carteret, Lord

Ashley Cooper (afterward Earl of Shaftesbury), Lord Berkeley, and his brother Sir William,

the governor of Virginia. The region under this grant extended from the thirty-sixth de-

gree to the River San Matheo in Florida, now the St. John's. Ten years earlier than this,

a permanent settlement had been formed upon the northern banks of the Chowan. Pwoger

Green, an energetic man, led a company across the wilderness from the Nansemond to the

Chowan, and settled near the present village of Edenton b There they flourished
;

b loo3

and in the same year, when the charter was granted to Clarendon and his associates,

a government, under William Drummond, a Scotch Presbyterian, was established over that

little territory. In honor of the Duke of Albemarle, it was called Albemarle County Col-

ony. In 1662, George Durant purchased from the Indians the Neck, which still bears his

name ;' and the following year George Cathmaid received a large grant of laud, for having

settled sixty-seven persons south of the Roanoke. Two years later, it being discovered that

the settlement on the Chowan was not within the limits of the charter, Charles extended

the boundaries of that instrument, so as to include northward the region to the present Vir-

ginia line, southward the whole of the present Carolinas and Georgia, and extending west-

ward, like all of that monarch's charters, to the Pacific Ocean. These charters were lib-

eral in the concession of civil privileges, and the proprietors were 'permitted to exercise tol-

eration toward non-conformists to the Church of England, if it should be thought expedient.

Great encouragement was offered to immigrants, from home, or from the other colonies, and

settlements steadily increased.

In 1661 some New England adventurers entered Cape Fear Pi-iver,^ purchased a tract

of land from the Indians on Old Town Creek, about half way between Wilmington and

Brunswick, and planted a settlement there. The Virginians looked upon them as rivals,

for the latter claimed a right to the soil, having settled prior to the grant to Clarendon and

his associates. Difficulties arose. A compromise was proposed, but the New Englanders

were dissatisfied. The colony did not prosper ; the Indians lifted the hatchet against them,

and in less than three years the settlement was abandoned. Two years later, c sev-
,,.,,. "^ 16(jo.

eral planters from Barbadoes purchased of the Indians a tract of land, thirty-two

miles square, near the abandoned settlement. They asked of the proprietaries a confirma-

tion of their purchase, and a separate charter of government. All was not granted, yet lib-

eral concessions were made. Sir John Yeamans, the son of a cavalier, and then a Barba-

does planter, was, at the solicitation of the purchasers, appointed their governor. His juris-

diction was from Cape Fear to the San Matheo (the territory now included in South Caro-

lina and Georgia), and was called Clarendon county. The same year the Barbadoes peo-

ple laid the foundation of a town on the south bank of the Cape Fear Pviver. It did not

flourish, and its site is now a subject for dispute.

Settlements now began to increase south of the Pvoanoke ; and as the proprietors of Al-

bemarle county saw, in anticipation, a powerful state within the limits of their fertile ter-

' It is said that Durant's Neck has the honor of havinjr furnished the first seed for the Timothy Grass

which is in such high repute among farmers. Among the first settlers was a Quaker named Timothy

somebody, who observed the grass growing wihl, and supposed it would be good for cultivation. He sent

some of the seed to his friends in England, who, having found the grass to be valuable, called it Timothy

Grass, in honor of his friend in Carolina.— Caruthcrs'sLifc of Caldwell, page 52. A Bible brought from

England by Durant (and probably the first brought into North Carolina), is now in the library of the His-

torical Society of Nyth Carolina, at Chapel Hill.

* The Cape Fear is formed by a union of the Haw and Deep Rivers, about one hundred and twenty-five

miles northwest from V. ilmington, and enters the Atlantic a little more than twenty miles below that city.
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The absurd " Fundamental Constitutions" of Shaftesbury and Locke. Sketch of the Authors. Extent of the Province.

ritory, and dreamed of a grand American empire, they took measures to establish a gov-

ernment with adequate functions, and to transport into the New World the varied ranks

and aristocratic establishments of Europe. The Earl of Shaftesbury,' the ablest statesman

of his time, and John Locke,' the illustrious philosopher, were employed to frame a Consti-

tution.^ They completed their labor in the spring
n rr.1 • " March.

/ /p y^ of 1669,3- alter exercising great care. 1 he instru-

/T^Ayyx / /^ ment was composed of one hundred and twenty articles,

^ ^CLA^D and was called the Fundamental Co7istit'utions. These
^ w-ere in the highest degree monarchical in character and de-

sign. Indeed, the proprietors avowed their design to " avoid making too numerous a De-

mocracy." Two orders of nobility were to be instituted ; the higher to consist of land-

graves or earls, the lower of caciques or barons. The territory* was to be divided into coun-

ties, each county containing four hundred and eighty thousand acres, with one landgrave

and two caciques, a number never to be increased or diminished. There Avere also to be

lords of manors, who like the nobles were entitled to hold courts and exercise judicial func-

tions. Persons holding fifty acres were to be freeholders ; the tenants held no political

franchise, and could never attain any higher rank. The four Estates of Proprietors, Earls,

Barons, and Commons were to sit in one legislative chamber. The proprietors were always

to be eight in number ; to possess the whole judicial power, and have the supreme direction

of all tribunals. None but large property holders were eligible for a seat in the Legisla-

ture, where the commons were to have four members for every three of the nobility. An
aristocratic majority was thus always secured. In trials by jury, the oppressed had but

little hope, for the majority were to decide. Every religion was professedly tolerated,' yet

the Church of England only was declared to be orthodox, and the national religion of Car-

olina." Such is an outline of the principal features of the Constitution by which the pro-

prietaries proposed to govern free colonists in America. It seems very strange that minds

like those of Locke and Shaftesbury should have committed such an egregious blunder
;

1 Anthony Ashley Cooper was born at Winborne, in Dorsetshire, in 1621. He was educated at Oxford,

studied law, and when in his nineteenth year, he was chosen representative for Tewksbury. He was hos-

tile to Cromwell, and took an active part in the restoration of Charles the Second. For his services Charles

made him Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord of the Treasury, and created him Lord Ashley. In 1672 he

was made Earl of Shaftesbury, and appointed Lord Chancellor. He resigned his olTiee within a year, but

held it again in 1679. During that year he conferred on his country the benefit of the Habeas Corpus

Act. He afterward opposed the unconstitutional measures of the king, and was twice committed to the

Tower. He finally withdrew to Holland, where he died, January 22, 1683.

2 John Locke was born at Wrington, near Bristol, England, in 1632. He was educated at Westminster

school. He studied the .science of medicine and became eminent, but he was more noted for his profi-

ciency in polite literature. His health would not allow him to practice the medical art, and in 1664 he

accepted the secretaryship to Sir William Swan, who was sent envoy to the Elector of Brandenburg. He
turned his attention to politics and jurisprudence, and because of his skill and knowledge on such subjects,

Shaftesbury employed him to assist him in drawing up a charter for North Carolina. While at Montpe-

lier, for the benefit of his health, he commenced his celebrated Essay on the Human Understanding. When
Shaftesbury went to Holland, Locke accompanied him. There, on the death of the earl, envy and malice

persecuted him. He was accused of treason, and for twelve months he kept himself concealed. He re-

turned to England after the Revolution in 1688, and was honored by government appointments. He was

a Commissioner of Trade and Plantations for five years, when declining health made him resign the oflTice

in 1700. He died on the twenty-eighth of October, 1704, in the seventy-third year of his age.

* This document is supposed to be chiefly the work of Shaftesbury.

'' The territory comprising more than seven degrees of latitude from the Nansemond, south, included the

whole of the present North and South Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, a good portion

of Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas, a large portion of JNIexico, and the whole of Upper and Lower

California.

^ There were some Quakers in the Albemarle colony, and when, in 1672, William Edmunson and George

Fox visited that settlement, many were added to that persuasion. Near the Roanoke, in that region, and

in the counties of Orange, Guilford, and Randolph, are the only settlements of that sect in North Carolina

The Quakers were the first to orsranize a religious government in that state.

6 Bancroft, ii., 136-150. Chalmers, 517-526. Locke's Works, x., 194. Martin, i., 148-150. This

instrument is published at length in the Appendix to the first volume of Martin's History of North Carolina
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Abrogation of the Constitutions. Government Officers imprisoned. Governor Sothel banished. John Archdale.

that men so wise and sagacious should have attempted such a solemn farce. Albemarle,

the chief settlement, had only about fourteen hundred "working hands," and the habita-

tions iu Carolina were chiefly log huts. The whole population was hardly four thousand

in number. Where were the landgraves, and caciques, and lords of manors to be found

among them ? and where were mansions for the nobility and aristocracy ? The error was

soon perceived, yet the proprietaries insisted upon commencing the system with a view to

its further accomplishment. But the spirit of the whole thing was adverse to the feelings

of the people ; and, after a contest of twenty years, these Constitutions were abrogated, and

the people were allowed to be governed by their earlier and more simple and appropriate

code under Stevens, the successor of Drummond—a governor with his council of twelve, six

appointed by the proprietaries, and six chosen by the Assembly ; and a House of Delegates

chosen by the freeholders.

While the contest was going on between the proprietaries and the people, temporary laws

were established. The harmony which prevailed before the magnificent scheme of govern-

ment was proposed, was disturbed, and both counties were shaken by internal commotions.

Disorders prevailed most extensively in the Albemarle or Northern colony, the population

of which was far more numerous than the Clarendon or Southern colony. Excessive taxa-

tion and commercial restrictions occasioned discontent, while the influence of refugees from

Virginia, the participators in Bacon's rebellion there, who were sheltered in Carolina, ripened

the people for resistance to monarchical schemes to enslave or oppress them. A year after

the death of Bacon, a revolt occurred in Albemarle. Miller, the secretary of the colony,

acting governor before Eastchurch arrived, and the collector of customs, attempted to enforce

the revenue laws against a vessel from New England. Led by John Culpepper, a refugee

from Clarendon, the people seized Miller and the public funds, imprisoned him and six of

his council, appointed new magistrates and judges, called a Parliament, and took all the

functions of government into their own hands. Thus matters remained for two years/

Culpepper went to England to plead the cause of the people. He M-as arrested for trea-
^^^^^

son, a but, through Shaftesbury, he was acquitted, that statesman justly pleading that

in Albemarle there had been no regular government ; that the disorders were but feuds among

the people. Thus early, that feeble colony of North Carolina asserted the same political

rights for which our fathers so successfully contended a hundred years later.

Seth Sothel, one of the corporators, an avaricious and dishonest man, arrived in the Albe-

marle province in 1 683, as governor. He plundered the people, and prostituted his office to

purposes of private gain. According to Chalmers, "the annals of delegated authority in-

clude no name so infamous" as Sothel. The people, after enduring him for six years, seized

him, and were about sending him to England^ to answer their accusations before the
^^^^^

proprietors, when he asked to be tried by the Colonial Assembly. Such trial was

granted, and he was sentenced to banishment for one year, and was forever deprived of the

privilege of holding the office of governor. He withdrew to South Carolina, where we

shall meet him again. The proprietors acquiesced in the proceedings of the colonists, and

sent over Philip Ludwell as their representative, c who, by wisdom and justice, soon re-
^^^^^

stored order. He was succeeded by Thomas Harvey in 1692, and, two years later,

Henderson Walker succeeded Harvey.

In 1695, two years after the splendid Fundamental Constitutions of Locke and Shaftes-

bury were abrogated, and landgraves and caciques, and lords of manors, were scattered to

the winds, John Archdale, a Quaker, and one of the proprietors, arrived as governor of both

Carolinas. From that period until the partition of the provinces in 1729, it is difficult

to separate their histories, although governed by distinct magistrates. In 1698 the first

settlement was made on the Pamlico or Tar River, the Pamlico Indians having been near-

ly all destroyed two years previously by a pestilence. Population rapidly increased under

the liberal administration of Archdale. The first church in Carolina M'as built in Chowan

county in 1705, and religion began to be respected.

i~VVilliamson, i.. 132.

II. N N '
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Settlements in the Interior. Indian Hostilities. Flight of the Tuscaroras. Pirates. First Royal Governor.

The colonists now beg-an to turn their attention to the interior. In 1707, a company

of French Protestants came from Virginia and seltled in Carolina; and in 1709, one hundred

German families, driven from their home on the Rhine by fierce persecutions and devasta-

ting war, sought a refuge in the free, tolerant, and peaceful soil of North Carolina. Already

the Huguenots were settling in South Carolina, and were planting the principles of civil

liberty there. The French immigrants were not favorably received by the English, and

disputes occurred. Archdale managed with prudence for a year, and then left aflairs in

the hands of Joseph Blake, afterward governor of South Carolina. The difficulties between

the English and French were settled, and the latter were admitted to all the rights of citi-

zenship. The Indians along the sea-coast were melting away like frost in the sunbeams.

The powerful tribe of the Ilatteras, which numbered three thousand warriors in Raleigh's

time, were reduced to fifteen bowmen ; another tribe had entirely disappeared; and of all

the aborigines, but a small remnant remained. They had sold their lands, or had been

cheated out of them, and were driven back to the deep wildnerness. Strong drink and

other vices of civilization had decimated them, and their beautiful land, all the way to the

Yadkin and Catawba, was speedily opened to the almost unopposed encroachments of the

white man. Yet, before their power was utterly broken, the Indians made an effort to re-

deem their losses. The Tuscaroras of the inland region, and the Corees southward, upon

whom their countrymen of the coasts had retreated, resolved to strike a blow that should

exterminate the intruders. Upon the scattered German settlements along the Roanoke and

Pamlico Sound, they fell like lightning from the clouds. In one night one hundred and

a Se t
"" thirty persons perished by the hatchet. ^ The savages also scoured the country on

i~ii- Albemarle Sound, burning dwellings and massacring the inhabitants for three

days, until disabled by drunkenness and fatigue. To the Southern colony the people of Al-

bemarle looked for aid. Nor was it withheld. Captain Barnwell, with si.x; hundred white

men, and three hundred and si.vty Indians of the tribes of the Cherokees, Creeks, Catawbas,

and Yamasees,' as allies, marched against the Tuscaroras, b and, driving them back
b 171'' V • .

to their fortified town near the Neuse, a little above Edenton, in the upper part

of Craven county, forced them to make a treaty of peace. Both parties soon violated this

treaty, and the Indians commenced hostilities. Colonel Moore, of South Carolina, with

forty white men, and eight huudred friendly Indians, arrived in December, 1713, besieged

the savages in their fort, and look eight hundred of them prisoners. The hostile Tuscaroras

soon afterward migrated northward, and joining the Five Nations on the southern shore of

Lake Ontario, formed a part of the powerful confederacy of the Six Natiojis in New York.

In 1715 peace was concluded with the Corees, and Indian wars ceased.

From this period until 1729, when the two provinces were surrendered to the crown,

and were permanently separated, the colonists enjoyed comparative prosperity. The people

had some difficulties with the Indians ; were troubled with a swarm of pirates on the coast,

under Teach, the famous " Black Beard ;" and disputed, with the vehemence of men de-

termined to remain free, with all unwise and aristocratic governors sent to rule them. Per-

ceiving that the expenses which had attended the settlement of the Carolinas were hardly

productive of any advantage, the lords proprietors oflered to surrender the provinces to the

crown. This was effected, « and each proprietor received twelve thousand five hundred
c 17''9 . .

dollars, as the consideration of the surrender. Their charter had been in existence six-

ty-six years. The population of both provinces, including negroes, did not exceed twenty-

five thousand persons, ten thousand in North Carolina, and fifteen thousand in South Carolina.

The last proprietary governor was Sir Pwichard Everard, successor to Charles Eden.

George Burrington was the first royal governor of North Carolina, and took his seat with-

out difficulty, in February, 1730.^ His first important act was to announce a remission of

^ These tribes, and others from Cape Fear to the Gulf of Mexico, numbci-u:g about six thousand war-

riors, soon afterward confederated, with the design of exterminating the white people on the Atlantic coast.

This event will be noticed hereafter.

* The general form of the Colonial government was not materially changed. The governor could do
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First Legislative Assembly. The Governor and People at Variance. Removal of the Seat of Government to Wilmington.

arrears of quit-rent. This was highly satisfactory. His second, under instructions, was to

send a deputation into the interior to conciliate the Indians, particularly the Cherokees.

The first Legislative Assembly was convened at Edenton in April, 1731,^ where

the future policy of the royal government was unfolded by Burrington. The rep-

resentatives of the people were dissatisfied with its aspect, and when, in the king's name,

the governor demanded of them a sufficient revenue for defraying the expenses of the local

government, and a sufficient salary for the governor, his council, and the officers employed

in the administration of justice, they murmured. In these requisitions they could not rec-

ognize the promised advantages of a change in ownership, and they early showed a disposi-

tion to pay very little attention to these demands of the chief magistrate. Three years aft-

erward, commercial restrictions, hitherto unknown, increased the discontents of the people,'

and the seeds of revolution were planted in a generous soil. The Assembly uttered the old

complaint of exorbitant fees on the part of public officers ; the governor rejected their re-

monstrance with contempt. The former refused to vote a revenue or to pass any acts, and

sent a complaint to England of Burrington's " violence and tyranny in the administration

of government." The Board of Trade reprimanded and deposed him, and then appointed

in his place Gabriel Johnston, ^ late steward of Lord Wilmington, a prudent and
.
^ .,

,

D
'

t b Nov., 1734.
cunning Scotchman.

The new governor encountered quite as much trouble as his predecessor. The Assembly

were refractory, and Johnston attempted to collect the rents' on his own authority. Pay-

ment was resisted, and the Assembly not only denied the legality of the governor's proceed-

ings, c but imprisoned the officers who had distrained for quit-rents. Johnston
1

r
, , , , -1111 "^ March, 1737.

made concessions to the people, but his arrangements were rejected by the home

government, as yielding too much to the popular will. For nearly ten years the quarrel

concerning rents continued between the governor and the Assembly, and, in the mean while,

the salaries of government officials remained in arrears, for the rents, which produced the sole

fund for the payment of the royal officers, were inadequate. The governor now resorted to

cunning management as a last effort to sustain his authority. The province had been di-

vided into several counties. The southern counties, lately settled, were more tractable than

the northern ones, but they had only two members each in the Assembly, while the others

had five. The governor, at a time when several of the northern members were absent,

procured the passage of an act, placing all the counties upon an equal looting as to repre-

sentation, and also for the removal of the seat of government from Edenton to Wilmington,

a new town, lately established at the head of ship navigation, on the Cape Fear Pviver, and

named in honor of Lord Wilmington, Johnston's patron. The six northern counties refused

to acknowledge the newly-organized Assembly as legal, and carried their complaint to En-

gland. They were obliged to submit, and at last the governor procured the passage

of an act,<' by which the expenses of government were provided for.

It was during the administration of Governor Johnston that two important occurrences

nothing legally without the assent of his council. With them, he was authorized to establish courts of jus-

tice, and to hold a Court of Error. The governor, members of the council, commander of the kinfj's ships

in the province, chief-justices, judges of the Vice-admiralty, secretary, and receiver-general, were consti-

tuted a court for the trial of pirates.

' The settlers procured furs from the Indians with great facility, and the manufacture of hats from this

material was becoming a source of considerable revenue to several of the colonists. They exported hats

to the West India Islands, Spain, and Portupal. The jealousy of England was awakened, and to secure

those markets for her home manufactures, Parliament forbade the exportation of hats from the American
colonies. They were not allowed to send them from one colony to another. None but persons who had

served seven years apprenticeship to the trade were allowed to make hats, and no master was permitted to

have more than two apprentices at a time. The business was soon confined within narrow limits, for se-

vere penalties accompanied these enactments. Obstacles were also thrown in the way of the manufacture

of ropes and cordage in America, and other kinds of business soon felt the checks of a narrow and unjust

commercial policy.

^ The whole soil belonged to the crown. The people were required, by the governor, to pay the ex-

penses of the government, io addition to the stipulated rents.
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took place, which, though separate and dissimilar, tended, in a remarkable degree, toward a

vmion of the provinces in political and social interest, and in fostering that spirit of civil and

religious freedom which prevailed in the South, and particularly in North Carolina, where

the oppressive measures of the first ten years of the reign of George the Third produced re-

bellion in America. I allude to the commencement of hostilities between France and En-

gland in 1745 ; and the immigration hither of a large number of Presbyterians from Scot-

land and the north of Ireland, the former on account of their participation in the famous re-

bellion of that year.'

' The Scottish insurrection, known as The Rebellion o/'45, was in favor of Charles Edward, the son of

James II., who shared his father's exile in France. Claiming the throne of England as his right, and re-

garding George of Hanover as a usurper, he determined to make an eflbrt for the crown. In June, 1745,

he embarked in an eighteen-gun frigate, and landed at Borodale, in the southwest part of Scotland, with a

few Scotch and Irish followers. His arms were chiefly on board another vessel, which had been obliged to

put back to France. The Highlanders in the vicinity arose in his favor, and in a few days fifteen hundred

strong men surrounded his standard—a piece of tafieta which he brought from France. The Pretender (as

he was called) marched to Perth, where he was joined by some Scotch lords and their retainers. With his

increasing army, he entered Edinburgh in triumph, though the castle held out for King George. All En-

gland trembled with alarm. The premier (the king was in Hanover) offered a reward of §750,000 for the

person of the Pretender. From Edinburgh the insurgents marched toward the border, and were every

where successful, until encountered by the Duke of Cumberland, at Culloden, where, on the sixteenth of

April, 1745, they were defeated and dispersed. The jails of England were soon filled with the prisoners.

Lords Balmerino and Lovat, and Mr. Radciiffe, a brother of the Earl of Derwentwater, were beheaded, the

last who suffered death, in that way, in England. Many others were executed, and a large number of the

Highlanders were transported to America, and became settlers in North Carolina. The Pretender was

the last to leave the field at Culloden. For almost five months he was a fugitive among the Highland.s,

closely scented by the officers of government. After various concealments by the people, he escaped to

the Isle of Skye, in the character and disguise of Betty Bourke, an Irish servant to Miss Flora M 'Donald,

daughter of a Highlander. After several perilous adventures, he reached the Continent in September,

1746. He died at Rome in 1784. His brother, Cardinal York, the last representative of the house of

Stuartj died in 1807 and the family became extinct.
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CHAPTER XXII.

" Carolina ! Carolina ! Heaven's blessings attend her;

While we live we will cherish, and love, and defend her

;

Though the scorner may sneer at, the witlings defame her,

Our hearts swell with gladness whenever we name her.

Though she envies not others this merited glory,

Say, whose name stands the foremost in Liberty's story?

Though too true to herself, e'er to crouch to oppression,

Who can yield to just rule more loyal submission ?

Hurrah ! hurrah ! the Old North State forever !

Hurrah ! hurrah ! the good old North State !"

William Gaston.

HE settlement of the Scotch refugees at Cross Creek (now Fayetteville),

at the head of navigation on the Cape Fear Pviver, is an important point

to be observed, in considering the history of the progress of free principles

in North Carolina. These settlers formed a nucleus of more extensive im-

migrations subsequently. They brought with them the sturdy sentiments of

the Covenanters, and planted deeply in the interior of that province the

acorns of civil freedom, which had grown to unyielding oaks, strong and defiant, when the

Revolution broke out. The sentiment of loyalty, kindred to that of patriotism, was an in-

herent principle in their character, and this was first displayed when Donald M'Donald

called upon his countrymen to remember their oath of allegiance to King George and his

successors, and to assist the royal governor in quelling rebelhon.a But as that re-
^ ^^_^

bellion assumed the phase of righteous resistance to tyranny, many of those who fol-

lowed their chief to Moore's Creek, under the banner of the house of Hanover, afterward

fought nobly in defense of the principles of the Covenanters under the stars and stripes of

the° Continental Congress. Other immigrants, allied to them by ties of consanguinity and

religious faith, had already planted settlements along the Cape Fear and its tributaries, and

in t°he fertile domain between the Yadkin and Catawba ; and in those isolated regions, far

removed from the petty tyrannies of royal instruments, they inhaled the life of freedom from

the pure mountain air, and learned lessons of independence from the works and creatures of

God around them. These were chiefly Presbyterians from the north of Ireland, commonly

called Scotch-Irish, or the descendants of that people already in Virginia. Their principles

bore the same fruit in Carolina, as in Ulster two centuries earlier
;
and long before the

Stamp Act aroused the Northern colonies to resistance, the people of Granville, Orange,

Mecklenburg and vicinity, had boldly told the governor upon the coast that he must not ex-

pect subservience to unjust laws upon the banks of the rivers in the upper country.' There

was another class of emigrants whose religious principles tended to civil freedom. These

were the Unitas Fmtriwi—the Moravians—who planted settlements in North Carolina

in the middle of the last century. iJ These, with other German Protestants, were

firmly attached, from the commencement, to the principles which gave vitality to our
b 1749.

' In the upper part of the state, in the vicinity of the route traversed by the armies of Cornwallis and

Greene during the memorable retreat of the latter, there were above twenty organized churches, with

large congregations, and a great many preaching places. All of these congregations, where the principles

of The Gospel independence had been faithfully preached by M'Aden, Patillo, Caldwell, M'Corkle, Hall,

Craighead, Balch, M'Caule, Alexander, and Richardson, were famous during the struggle of the Revolu-

tion,1ror skirmishes, battles, loss of libraries, personal prowess, individual courage, and heroic women. In

no part of our republic was purer patriotism displayed, than there.
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Declaration of Independence a quarter of a century afterward.' We will not stop to ex-

amine the philosophy of religious influence in the formation of our civil government. It is

a broad and interesting field of inquiry, but not within the scope of this work
;
yet so deeply

are the principles of the various phases of Protestantism—the Puritans, the Scotch-Irish,

°

and the Huguenots—impressed upon the Constitutions of every state in our union, that we

must not, we can not, lose sight of the fact that the whole superstructure of our laws and

government has for its basis the broad postulate of religious freedom asserted by the Puri-

tans and the Covenanters

—

freedom of conscience in matters of belief—freedom of

ACTION according TO FAITH FREEDOM TO CHOOSE TEACHERS AND RULERS IN ChURCH AND

State.

Two years after the settlement of the Highlanders under the general direction of Neil

M'Neil, the first printing-press was brought into the province, from Virginia, by James Da-

vis, and set up at Newborn. '^ This was an important event in the political history

of the province. Hitherto the laws had been in manuscript, and it was difficult for

the people to obtain knowledge, even of the most essential enactments. In the course of

1751, the printing of the first revisal of the acts of the Assembly was accomplished, and by

the multiplication of copies, the people generally became acquainted with the laws, and

learned their rights and duties. It was not until 1764 that a periodical paper was pub-

lished in North Carolina, and then the want of good postal arrangements, and, indeed, the

character of the paper itself, made it of little service as a messenger with news. The same

year another paper was commenced, much superior in its character, and from that time the

influence of the press and popular education began to be felt in that state.

^

In expectation of hostilities between the French and English in America, all of the col-

onies turned their attention to the subject of defenses, and pecuniary resources. Magazines

were established in the different counties of North Carolina, two or three forts were erected,

and emissions of bills of credit were authorized by the Legislature. When hostilities com-

menced, and Governor Dinwiddle asked the other colonies to assist in driving the French

, ,, , from the Ohio, North Carolina was the only one that responded promptly, bv voting
t> March, •' I * J *< - vj

i~y4. a regiment of four hundred and fifty menjlJ and an emission of paper money where-

' The Moravians purchased a tract of one hundred thousand acres between the Dan and the Yadkin

Rivers, about ten miles eastward of the Gold Mountain. They gave to their domain the name of Wachovia,

the title of an estate belonging to Count Zinzendorf. in Austria.—See Martin, ii.. 57. Much earlier than

this (1709), a colony of Swiss and Germans, under Baron De Graffenrcidt, settled on the Neuse and Cape

Fear Rivers. They founded a city, and called it New Berne (at present Newbein), after Berne, in Switz-

erland.

* Henry the Eighth of England forced the people of Ireland to accept the rituals of the Reformed Church.

Elizabeth, his daughter, pursued the same policy, and reaped the abundant fruit of trouble brought forth by

the discontents of the Irish people. In consequence of the failure of a rebellion against the authority of

James the First, in the province of Ulster, at the beginning of the seventeenth century, nearly six counties,

embracing half a million of acres, became the property of the king, by confiscation. Thither James sent

Protestant colonics from England and Scotland (chicfiy from the latter), hoping thereby to fix the princi-

ples of the reformation there, and thus to subdue the turbulence of the people. The Scotch settlers retain-

ed the characteristic trails of their native stock, but were .somewhat molded by surrounding influences.

They continued to call themselves Scotch, and, to distinguish them from the natives of Scotland, they re-

ceived the name of Scotch-Irish. From the beginning they were Republicans. They demanded, and ex-

ercised the privilege of choosing their own ministers and spiritual directors, in opposition to all efforts of

the hierarchy of England to make the choice and support of their clergy a state concern. From the de-

scendants of these early Republicans came the Scotch-Irish immigrants who settled in the interior of North

Carolina.

—

Sec History of Religious Principles and Events in Ulster Province.

^ The first periodical paper, called The North Carolina Magazine, or Universal Intelligencer, was pub-

lished bv Davis, at Newbern, on a demi sheet, in quarto pages. It was filled with long extracts from the

works of theological writers, or selections from British magazines. The .second newspaper was called the

North Carolina Gazette and Weekly Post Boy. It was printed at Wilmington, by Andrew Stewart, a

Scotchman, and contained intelligence of current events. The first number was published in September,

1764. The Assembly that year pa.ssed an act for the erection of a school-house at Newbern; the finsl

legislative movement in the province in favor of popular education. The Cape Fear Mercury was estab-

lished by Adam Boyd, in October, 1767. Boyd was a zealous patriot, and was an active member of the

Committee of Safctv, of Wibninf^ton.
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with to pay them. This movement was made at the instigation of Governor Ptowan.

These troops marched to Virginia under Colonel James Jones, of Hanover ; but by the time

they reached Winchester, the appropriation ibr their pay being exhausted, they were dis-

banded, and only a few of them followed Washington toward the Monongahela.

The foUowino- vear,^ North Carolina voted forty thousand dollars as further aid

toward " repelling the encroachments of the French." Arthur Dobbs, an aged Irish-

man of " eminent abilities," was then governor, but his usefulness was impaired by attempt-

ing to exercise undue authority, and in too freely bestowing offices upon his relatives and

countrymen. He was a thorough aristocrat, but his feelings became much softened by sur-

rounding democratic influences, and he held the office until succeeded by William Tryon,

in 1766. Dobbs attended the meeting of colonial governors convened at Alexandria by

Braddock, in April, 1755. Impressed with the importance of frontier defenses against the

Indians, he recommended the erection efforts on the Yadkin. Governor Glenn, of South

Carolina, at the same time caused forts to be erected on the borders of the Cherokee coun-

try along the Savannah River. With the exception of occasional Indian hostilities, and a

sort of " anti-rent" outbreak, ' nothing disturbed the tranquillity of the province from that

period, until two or three years after the signing of the treaty of peace at Paris, in 1763.

The passage of the Stamp Act produced great uneasiness in the public mind in North

Carolina, as well as in the other provinces. Already the extortions of public officers in the

exaction of fees for legal services had greatly irritated the people, and they regarded the re-

quirements of the Stamp Act as a more gigantic scheme for legal plunder. The first pub-

lished murmurs, as we have seen, was at Nut Busfib (see page 556). then in Gran-
b june

ville county. At about the same time, the inhabitants of Edenton, Newbern, and i''6o-

Wilmington, assembled in their respective towns, and asserted their hearty concurrence in

the sentiments expressed by the people of the Northern colonies unfavorable to the Stamp

Act. During the summer and autumn, denunciations of the measure were boldly expressed

at public meetings, notwithstanding the presence of Tryon, the lieutenant governor. Tryon

had been acting governor

and commander - in - chief

of the province from the

death of Governor Dobbs,

on the first of April of

that year, and now be-

gan his career of misrule

_ in America. He was ap-

j ^// x" y polluted governor toward

\^^ry^^2^ UVa^'^n^ the close of the year.

This was the same Try-

Seal and Signature of Tbyon.2 on, afterward governor of

' The outbreak alluded to is known as the Enfield Riot. It occurred in 1759. Extortion had become

rife in every department of government. Deputy-surveyors, entry-takers, and other officers of inferior grade,

became adepts in the chicaner}' of their superiors. The people finding their complaints unavailin<r, and

that Corbin, who had the chief direction of the land-office, was increasing his fees without authorilj^, re-

solved to redress their grievances themselves. Fourteen well-mounted men crossed the Chowan, a few

miles above Edenton, by nicrht, seized Corbin, took him to Enfield, and kept him there until he pave a bond

in fortv thousand dollars, with eight sureties, that he would produce his books within three weeks and re-

turn all his illegal fees. As soon as released, he commenced suits against four of the men who seized him,

and they were committed to Enfield jail. The next day an armed posse cut down the prison doors, and

released them. Corbin was obliged to discontinue his suits and pay the costs.

In Mecklenburg county, in May, 1765, a number of people, with their faces blackened, forcibly compelled

John Frohock, a surveyor, to leave the lands of George A. Schvyn, who possessed large tracts in that

county, and who had sent him there to survey them.
^ William Tryon was a native of Ireland, and was educated to the profession of a soldier. He was an of-

ficer in the British service. He married Miss Wake, a relative of the Earl of Hillsborough; secretary for

the colonie.s. Thus connected, he was a favorite of government, and was appointed lieutenant sfovernor of
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New York, whom we have already met at the conflagrations of Danbiiry, Continental Vil-

lage, and other places. Haughty, innately cruel, fond of show, obsequious when wishing

favors, and tyrannical when independent, he was entirely incompetent to govern a people

like the free, outspoken colonists of the Upper Caroliuas. Fearing a general expression of

the sentiments of the people, through their representatives, on the subject of the odious act,

Tryon issued a proclamation in October^ proroguing the Assembly, which was to

meet on the thirtieth of November, until the following March. This act incurred

the indignation of the people ; and when, early in January, the sloop of war Diligence ar-

rived in Cape Fear River, having stamps on board for the use of the province, the militia

of New Hanover and Brunswick, under Colonels Ashe and Waddell, marched to the village

of Brunswick,' and notified the commander of their determination to resist the landing of

the stamps. Earlier than this, Colonel Ashe, who was the speaker of the Lower House, had

informed Tryon that the law would be resisted to the last. Tryon had issued his proc

bjan6 lamation,l» directing the stamp distributors to make application for them, but the

1766. people were too vigilant to allow these oflScials to approach the vessel. Taking one

of the boats of the Diligence, and leaving a small party to watch the movements of the

ing placed a flag in the boat, they hoisted it upon a cart, and with the mayor (Moses John

De Rosset, Esq.) and principal inhabitants, paraded it through the streets. At night the

town was illuminated, and the next day a great concourse of people, headed by Colonel

North Carolina, in 1765. On the death of Governor Doljbs, he succeeded him in office, and exercised its

functions unlil called to fill the same office in New York, in 1771. The history of his administration in

North Carolina is a record of extortion, folh', and crime. During his administration in New York, the

Revolution broke out, and he was the last royal governor of that state, though nominally succeeded in office

in 1780 by General Robertson, when he returned to England. His property in North Carolina and in

New York was confiscated. The public acts of Governor Tryon, while in America, are recorded upon va-

rious pages of these volumes. The seal and signature on the preceding page are referred to on page 570.
' The village of Brunswick, once a flourishing town, but now a desolation, was situated upon a sandy

plain on the western side of the Cape Fear, on New Inlet, in full view of the sea, fifteen miles below Wil-

mington. It enjoyed considerable commerce ; but Wilmington, more eligibly situated, became first its rival,

_--—

-

and then its grave-digger. Little now remains to denote the

former existence of population there, but the grand old walls

of " St. Philip's Church, of Brunswick," which was doubtless

the finest sacred edifice in the province at the time of its erec-

tion, about one hundred years ago. I am indebted to Fred-

erick Kidder, Esq., of Boston, who visited the ruins in 1851,
for the accompanying drawing and general description of the

present appearance of the church. It is situated within a

thick grove of trees, chiefly pines, about an eighth of a mile

from the river bank, and its massive walls, built of large En-
glish bricks, seem to have been but little effected by time.

They exhibit "honorable scars" made by cannon-balls hurled

from British ships in the Cape Fear to cover the landing of

Cornwallis, when, in the spring of 1776, he desolated the plan-

tation of Colonel Robert Howe, and other Whiffs in the neigh-

borhood of that patriot's estate. The edifice is seventy-five feet in length from east to west, and fifiv-four

feet in widih. The walls are about three feet in thickness, and average about twenty-eight feet in height.

The roof, floor, and windows have long since perished ; and where the pulpit stood, upon its eastern end. a

vigorous cedar spreads its branches. Nine of these green trees are within its walls, and give peculiar

picturesqueness to the scene. On the top of the walls is flourishing shrubbery, the product of seeds planted

by the winds and the birds. Around the church are strewn the graves of many of the early settlers, the

names of some of whom live in the annals of the state. The view here given is from the east. About a

quarter of a mile northeast from the church, are remains of the residence of Governor Tryon at the time of

the Stamp Act excitement.

Ruins of .St. Philip's Church.
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Ashe, proceeded to the governor's house and demanded James Houston, the stamp master.

Houston appeared, and going to the market-place, he voluntarily took a solemn oath not to

perform the duties of his office. The populace, satisfied with their triumph, gave three

cheers, conducted him back to the governor's house, and then dispersed.

Tryon was alarmed at this demonstration of the popular temper, and endeavored to con-

ciliate the militia of New Hanover, at a general muster, by treating them to a barbacued
ox and a few barrels of beer. a The insulted people cast the ox into the river,

poured the beer upon the ground, and mocked the governor. The officers of the * *^ '

Diligence espoused the cause of the chief magistrate, and a general fight ensued. The riot

continued several days, and during the excitement one man was killed.' The Stamp Act
was repealed shortly afterward, and the province became comparatively tranquil.

For several years previous to the Stamp Act excitement rebellion had been ripenino'

among the people in the western counties. The rapacity of public officers, and the corrupt

character of ministers of justice, weighed heavily upon the property and spirits of the people.

The most prominent evils complained of were the exorbitant charges of the clerks of the

Superior Courts, whereby those courts had become instruments of oppression ; and oppressive

taxes exacted by the sherifi^s, and the outrages committed by those officers when their au-

thority was questioned in the least. These evils every where existed, and every petition

of the people (who began to assemble for consultation) for redress appeared to be answered
by increased extortions. At length the inhabitants resolved to form a league, take power
into their own hands, and regulate matters." Herman Husband, " one of those independ-

ent Quakers who was taught in the honest school of William Penn, and refused to pull ofl^

his hat and bow before the minions of despotism,"^ a man of grave deportment, superior

mind, and of great influence,* but evidently without education,* drew up a written complaint.

It was carried to Hillsborough, during the sitting of the court, b by a number of

firm men, who requested the clerk to read it aloud. The preamble asserted that
'^'' ^

" The Sons of Liberty would withstand the Lords in Parliament," and it set forth that evils

of great magnitude existed. It recommended a general meeting of delegates, appointed by
each militia company in Orange county, to be held at some suitable place, ivhere there ivas

no liquor, to "judiciously inquire whether the freemen of this county labor under any abuse
of power," &c., &c. The proposition being considered reasonable, a meeting was appoint-

ed to be held at Maddock's Mills, on the Eno, two or three miles west of Hillsboroufh.

The meeting was held on the tenth, c but not many delegates attended. They
discussed various topics fairly and dispassionately. Another meeting was held on

dl767
the fourth of April following,^ at the same place, and the resolutions passed at that

time were almost equivalent to a declaration of independence of the civil power of the

state. From that time The Regulation was a permanent and powerful body.'

' Martin, 210-12. The man who was killed was Thomas Whiteehurst a relative of Mrs. Tryon. He
fell in a tluel with Simpson, master of the sloop of war Viper, who took the side of the oolonists. Simpson
was tried for murder and acquitted. Tryon charged Chief-justice Berry with partiality, and severely rep-

rimanded him. The judge was very sensitive, and, under the impression that he was to be suspended from
office, committed suicide in the most horrible manner.

^ Those who associated for the purpose assumed the name of Regulators, and the confederacy was
called The Regulation. ' North Carolina Weekly Times. » Caruthers, 120.

* The deficiency in Husband's education, and his ignorance of the proper construction of lanfjuaTe, is

evinced in a pamphlet prepared chiefly by himself, entitled " An Impartial Relation of the first Rise and
Cause of recent differences in Public AfTairs," which was printed for the '-compiler" in 1770. The onlv

copy of this rare and curious pamphlet which I have seen is in the possession of the Reverend Francis
Hawks, D.D., of New York City.

* These resolutions were drawn by Herman Husband. The signers agreed to form an association to

regulate public affairs in Orange county. They resolved to pay no more taxes until satisfied that they

were legal ; to pay officers no more fees than the strict letter of the law required, unless forced to, and
then to show open resentment; to be cautious in the selection of representatives, and to petition the gov-

ernor, council, king, and Parliament for a redress of grievances
;

to keep up a continual correspondence

with each other
;

to defray all necessarj' expenses
; all differences in judgment to be submitted to the whole

Regulation, the judgment of the majority to be final ; and closed by a solemn oath or affirmation to " stand

IT. Go
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It was at about this time that the pride and folly of Governor Tryon led him to make a

demand upon the Assembly for an appropriation of twenty-five thousand dollars for the pur-

pose of building a palace at Newbern "suitable for the residence of a royal governor." To
obtain this appropriation, Lady Tryon. and her sister Esther Wake,' both beautiful and ac-

complished women, used all the blandishments of their charms and society to influence the

minds of the burgesses. Lady Tryon gave princely dinners and balls, and the governor

finally succeeded in obtaining, not only the first appropriation asked, but another of fifty

thousand dollars, to complete the edifice. It was pronounced the most magnificent struc-

'1 S f 'Hr^i^^.

Front View of Tryon's Palace.'

true and faithful to this cause, until we bring things to a true regulation." These Regulators were also

styled " Sons of Liberty."
' Wake county was so named in honor of this accomplished lady- Afterward, when party zeal changed

ihe name of Tryon county, and it was proposed to alter that of Wake also, the gallantry of the Assembly
overruled their feeliiisis of hostility to the irovernor and his family, and the name was retained.

* This picture of the palace I made from tiie original drawings of the plan and elevation, by John Hawks,
Esq., the architect. These drawings, with others of minor details, such as sections of the drawing-room,

chimney-breasts for the council-chamber and dinintr-hall, sewers, &e., are in the present possession of a

grandson of the architect, the Reverend Francis L. Hawks, D.D., L.L.D., rector of Calvary Church, in the

city of New York, to whose courtesy I am indebted for their use. With the drawings is the preliminary

contract entered into by the governor and the architect, which bears the private seal of Tryon and the sig-

natures of the parties, from which I made the fac simile printed upon page 567. The contract is dated

January 9th, 1767, and specifies that the main building should be of brick, eighty-seven feet front, fifty-

nine feet deep, and two stories in height, with suitable buildings for offices, &c., and was to be completed

by the first day of October, 1770. For his services, Mr. Hawks was to receive an annual salary of " three

hundred pounds proclamation money."

The view here given was the north front, toward the town. The center edifice was the palace. The
building on the right was the secretary's office and the laundry; that upon the left was the kitchen and

servant's hall. These were connected with the palace by a curviform colonnade, of five columns each, and

covered. Between these buildings, in front of the palace, was a handsome court. The rear of the build-

ing was finished in the style of the Mansion-House in London.

The interior of the palace was elegantly finished. "Upon entering the street door," says Ebenezer
Hazzard, in his journal for 1777, when he visited it, "you enter a hall in which are four niches for statues."

The chimney-breasts for the council-chamber, dining-hall, and drawing-room, and the cornices of these

rooms, were of white marble. The chimney-breast of the council-chamber was the most elaborate, being

ornamented b)' two Ionic columns below, and four columns, with composite capitals, above, with beautiful

entablature, architrave, and friese.* Over the inner door of the entrance-hall or ante-chamber was a tab-

* Among the colonial documents at Raleigh is an account of this chimney-piece. The paper bears the date of December 6,

1769. It is one of several manuscripts deposited there by Dr. Hawks, which he found among his grandfather's papers.
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ture in America. The pride of the governor and his family was gratified ; the people, upon

whom the expense was laid, were highly indignant.

The inhabitants of North Carolina were now thoroughly awakened to the conviction that

both the local and the imperial government, were practically hostile to the best interests of

the colonists. The taxes hitherto were very burdensome ;
now the cost of the palace, and

an appropriation to defray the expenses of running the dividing line between their province

and the hunting-grounds of the Cherokees, made them insupportable.' The rapacity of

public officers appeared to increase, and the people saw no prospect of relief Current his-

tory reports that, among the most obnoxious men, who, it was alleged, had grown rich by

extortionate fees,' was Edmund Fanning, a lawyer of ability. He was regarded as a co-

worker with the government ; haughty in demeanor, and if common report spoke truth, was

immoral. The people, excited by their leaders, detested him, and avoided no occasion to

express their displeasure. His first open rupture with the Regulators was in the spring of

1768. a Tryon issued a proclamation, half menacing and half persuasive, evidently
^^ ^.^^^

intended to awe the Regulation and persuade the other inhabitants to avoid that

association. He sent his secretary, David Edwards, to co-operate with Fanning in giving

force to the proclamation among the people. They directed the sheriff to appoint a meet-

ing of the vestry-men of the parishes and the leading Regulators, to consult upon the pub-

lic good and settle all diflerences. Fair promises dispelled the suspicions of the Regulators,

and Iheir vigilance slumbered while awaiting the day of meeting. ^ They were bMay20,

not yet fully acquainted with the falsity of their governor, or they would never i^^^s.

have heeded the fair words of his proclamation. They were soon assured of the hollowness

of his professions ; for, while they were preparing, in good faith, to meet government officers

in friendly convention, the sheriff, at the instigation of Fanning, proceeded, with thirty horse-

let, with a Latin inscription, showing that the palace was dedicated to Sir William Draper,* "the Conqueror

of Manilla ;" and also the following lines, in Latin, which were written by Draper, who was then on a visit

to Governor Tryon

:

"In the reign of a monarch, who goodness disclos'd,

A free, happy people, to dread tyrants oppos'd,

Have to virtue and merit erected this dome
;

May the owner and household make this their loved home

—

Where religion, the arts, and the laws may invite

Future ages to live in sweet peace and delight."

The above translation was made by Judge Martin, the historian of North Carolina, who visited the edi-

fice in 1783, in company with the unfortunate Don Francisco de Miranda. That gentleman assured Mar-

tin that the structure had no equal in South America.! The palace was destroyed by fire about fifty years

ago, and the two smaller buildings, only, remain.
' The appropriations made by the province on account of the French and Indian war had founded a

heavy public debt. These, with the palace debt and the appropriation for the boundary commission, to-

gether with the unredeemed bills and treasury-notes, amounted to almost half a million of dollars. This

burden upon the common industry became greater in consequence of the depreciation of the paper money

of the colony in the hands of the people, at least fifty per cent, at the period in question. To sink this pub-

lic debt, a poll tax of about a dollar and a half was levied upon every male, white and black, between the

ages of sixteen and sixty years. This bore heavily upon the poor, and awakened universal discontent.

The running of the western boundary line was an unnecessary measure, and the people were convinced that

Tryon projected it for the purpose of gratifying his love of personal display. Commissioners were appoint-

ed, and at a time of profound peace with the Indians on the frontier, Tryon marched at the head of a mili-

tary force, "ostensibly to protect the surveyors." He made such a display of himself before the grave

sachems and warriors of the Cherokees, that" they gave him the just, though unenviable title of " The great

wolf of North Carolina!''^

^ The legal fee for drawing a deed was one dollar. Many lawyers charged five dollars. This is a sin-

gle example of their extortion. Thomas Frohock, who held the office of clerk of the Superior Court in

Salisbury, was another extortioner, who was detested by the people. He frequently charged fifteen dollars

for a marriage license. When we consider the relative value of money at that time, it was equal to forty

or fifty dollars at the present day. Many inhabitants along the Yadkin dispensed with the license, took each

other " for better, or for worse," unofficially, and considered themselves as married, without further cere-

mony.

* Sir William was an excessively vain man. Upon a cenotaph, at his seat at Clifton Down, near Bristol, England, he had

this inscription placed : " Here lies the mother of Sir Williavi Draper." t History of North Carolina, ii., 226.



572 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Arrest of Regulators. Hillsborough menaced. Forbearance of the People. Legal Trials.

men, to arrest Herman Husband and William Hunter, on a charge of riotous conduct.

These, the most prominent men among the Regulators, were seized and cast into Hillsbor-

. M- ^^S^ J3-'l-^ The whole country was aroused by this treachery, and a large body

1768.' of the people, led by Ninian Bell Hamilton, a brave old Scotchman of three-score-

and-ten years, marched toward Hillsborough to rescue the prisoners.

Fanning and Edwards, apprised of the approach of Hamilton, were alarmed, and released

the prisoners just as the people reached the banks of the Eno. opposite Hillsborough. Fan-

ning, with a bottle of rum in one hand, and a bottle of wine in the other, went down to the

brink of the stream, urged Hamilton not to march into the town, and asked him to send a

horse over that he might cross, give the people refreshments, and have a friendly talk.

Hamilton was not to be cajoled by the wolf in sheep's clothing. " Ye're nane too gude to

wade, and wade ye shall, if ye come over I" shouted Hamilton. Fanning did wade the

stream, but his words and his liquor were alike rejected." Edwards then rode over, and

solemnly assured the people that if they would quietly disperse, all their grievances should

be redressed. The confiding people cried out, " Agreed I agreed I" and, marching back to-

„ ward Maddock's Mills, they held a meeting at George Sally's the ne.xt day,b to

176a '

consult upon the public good. They drew up a petition, and sent P»-eduap Howell

and James Hunter to lay it before the governor, at Brunswick. It was most respectful, yet

Tryon, in imitation of his royal master, haughtily spurned it. He commanded the deputies

to return to their houses, warn their as.sociates to desist from holding meetings, disband the

a.ssocialion, and be content to pay the taxes I He then graciously promised them to visit

Hillsborough within a month, and listen to the complaints of the people.

Tryon and some of his council met at Hillsborough early in July. He issued a procla-

mation, which, for a moment, deceived the people into a belief that justice was about to bear

rule, and that the infamous system of extortion was to be repressed. They were again de-

ceived. Instead of mediator, the governor appeared as a judge; instead of defending the

oppressed, he encouraged the oppressors. He went into Mecklenburg, raised a large body

of troops, and marched from Salisbury to Hillsborough with the parade of a conqueror.

But this display did not frighten the peoj)le. He sent the sheriff to collect the taxes
;
that

officer was driven back to Hillsborough by the excited populace. The governor was exe-

crated for his false and temporizing conduct, and a general rising of the Regulators was ap-

prehended. From the eleventh of August until the twenty-second of September, when

Husband and others would be tried before the Superior Court, the militia were held in

readiness to oppose any insurgents, and Tryon remained until the trials were over. On the

openinar of the court, three thousand people from the surrounding country encamped within

half a mile of the town, but, true to a promise they had made^ not to obstruct the course

ofjustice, they were quiet. Husband was acquitted ; Hunter and two others were heavily

fined and imprisoned ; while Fanning, who was tried under seven indictments for extortion,

and was fonnd guilty, Avas fined one penny on each I' The judges upon the bench, on this

occasion, were Martin Howard, chief justice, and Maurice Moore and Richard Henderson,

associates. The governor, perceiving the

y^ ^ » y indignation of the populace at this mock-

^---..^^Vt^^^^^^^^^''^^l^^>C^^^"-t^'~"^-.Ci:> ery of justice, speedily issued a proclama-

tion of a general pardon to all the Regu-

lators except thirteen whom he consid-

' Dr. Caruthcrs, in his Ufe of CaUwell, has preserved the two following verses of a doggerel poem of

eirfht stanzas, composed on the occasion :

" At length their head man they sent out With hat in hand, at our command,

To save their town from fire

:

To sahite us every one, sir,

To see Ned Fanning wade Eno, And after that, kept off his hat.

Brave boys, you'd all admire. To salute old Hamilton, sir."

* The governor had demanded that twelve wealthy men should meet him at Salisbury, on the twenty-

fifth of August, and execute a bond, in the penalty of $5000, as security that the Regulators should keep

the peace during the trials. This request was refused, but a promise to abstain from violence was made

and faithfully kept. =' Statciuent of Herman Husband. Record of the Superior Court at Hillsborough
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ered as the principal leaders.' By this act of apparent clemency he hoped to pacify the

disturbed public mind. Satisfying himself that quiet would now prevail, he returned to his

palace at Newbern, neither a wiser nor a better man.

For almost two years comparative quiet prevailed ; not the quiet of abject submission on

the part of the people, but the quiet of inactive anarchy. The sheriffs dared not enforce

their claims, and tlie evident impuissance of government made the Regulators bold. Finally,

many unprincipled men, who espoused their cause in order to benefit by change, committed

acts of violence which all good patriots deplored. The records of the Superior Court at

Hillsborough show evidence of a lawlessness, in 1770, quite incompatible with order and

justice ; and yet, from the character of some of the men engaged in breaking up the court

at the September term of that year, it must be inferred that sufficient cause existed to war-

rant, in a great degree, their rebellious proceedings." An excited populace gathered there at

the opening of the court, and committed acts which Husband and Howell, and their com-

patriots, would doubtless have prevented, if

(~-^^^ in their power. But reason and prudence

^ <^y^ ' are alike strangers to a mob. Not content
v/ /^TT^rf-c^/ ^

^\\)!\ impeding the course of justice by driv-

ing the judge from the bench and the ad-

vocates from the forum, the Regulators

severely beat a lawyer in the street, named

John Williams, and dragged Fanning out

^2-//^/*-^ of the court-house by his heels, beat him

Fanning's Autograph. with rods, and kept him in confinement dur-

' The names of these "outlaws" were James Hunter, Ninian Bell Hamilton, Peter Craven, Isaack Jack-

son, Herman Husband, Matthew Hamilton. William Payne, Malichi Tyke, William Moffat, Christopher Na-

tion, Solomon Goff, and John O'Neil. These were some of the "Sons of Liberty" of western North Carolina.

'•^ While in Hillsborou<rh, in January, 1849, I was permitted by the Clerk of the Superior Court, to make

the followinir extracts from the old records: "Monday, September 24th, 1770. Several persons styling

themselves Regulators, assembled together in the court-)-ard, under the conduct of Herman Husband, James

Hunter, Rednap Howell, William Butler, Samuel Divinny, and many others, insulted some of the aentlemen

of the bar, and in a riotous manner went into the court-house and forcibly carried out some of the attorn-

eys, and in a cruel manner beat them. They then insisted that the judge (Richard Henderson being the

only one on the bench) should proceed to the trial of their leaders, who had been indicted at a former court,

and that the jury should be taken out of their party. Therefore, the judge finding it impossible to proceed

with honor to himself, and justice to his country, adjourned the court till to-morrow at ten o'clock, and

took advantage of the night, and made his escape." The court, of course, did not convene on the next day,

and instead of a record of judicial proceedings, I found the following entry: "March term, 1771. The

persons styling themselves Regulators, under the conduct of Herman Husband, James Hunter, Rednap How-

ell,* William Butler, and Samuel Divinny, still continuing their riotous meetings, and severely threatening

the judges, lawyers, and other officers of the court, prevented any of the judges or lawyers attending.

Therefore, the court continues adjourned until the next September term." These entries are in the hand-

writing of Fanning.

* Rednap Howell was from New Jersey, and was a brother of Richard Howell a patriot of the Revolution, and governor of

that state. Like his brother (who wrote the ode of wtlcome to Washington printed on page 245), he was endowed with po-

etic genius, and composed about forty songs during the Regulator movements. He taught school somewhere on the Deep

River, and was a man of quite extensive influence. Like Freneau, at a later day, he gave obnoxious officials many severe thrusts.

He thus hits Frohock and Fanning :

" Says Frohock to Fanning, to tell the piain truth, Says Fanning to Frohock, 'tis a folly to lie ;

When I came to this country I was but a youth

;

I rode an old mare that was blind of an eye

;

My father sent for me ; I wa'nt worth a cross, Five shillings in money I had in my purse.

And then my first study was to steal for a horse. My coat it was patched, but not much the worse ;

I quickly got credit, and then ran away, But now we've got rich, and 'tis very well known

And hav'n't paid for him to this vei-y day That we'll do very well if they'll let us alone."

In a song which became very popular, Howell thus lampooned Colonel Fanning:

" When Fanning first to Orange came, Both man and mare wa'n't worth five pounds,

He looked both pale and wan; As I've been often told,

An old patched coat upon his back

—

But by his civil robberies

An old mare he rode on. He's laced his coat with gold."

In 1771, a pamphlet was published in Boston, entitled " A Fan for Fannins, and a Touch for Tryon ;
containing an Impartial

Account of the Rise and Progress of the so-muchtalked-of Regulators in North Carolina. By Regulus." In this pamphlet,

Tryon and Fanning were sufficiently scorched to need a " fan."
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ing the night. On the following morning, when they discovered that the judge had escaped.

they beat Fanning again, demolished his costly furniture, and pulled down his house. They

intended to burn it, but the wind was high, and they apprehended the destruction of other

property.' These proceedings were highly disgraceful, and the harsh treatment of Fanning

was condemned by all right-minded men.

When this violence was completed, they repaired to the court-house, and appointed a

schoolmaster of Randolph county, named Yorke, clerk ;
chose one of their number for

J _^ judge ; took up the sev-

t j^ y rf/A..y¥~ ^^^^ cases as they ap-

peared upon the docket,

and adjudicated them,

making Fanning plead

law ; and then decided

several suits. As the

whole proceedings were

intended as a farce, their decisions were perfectly ridiculous, while some of the " remarks"

by Yorke were vulgar and profane.^

' Fanning's house was upon the site of the present Masonic Hall, a handsome brick building within a

grove on King Street. On the opposite side of the street is his office, too much modernized for a drawing

of it to possess any interest.

Edmund Fanning was a native of Lon^ Island, New York, son of Colonel Phineas Fanning. He was

educated at Yale College, and crraduated with honor in 1757. He soon afterward went to North Carolina,

and began the profession of a lawyer at Hillf^borough, then called Child.-<borough. In 1760, the degree of

L.L.D.'^was conferred upon him by his alma mater. In 1763, he was appointed colonel of Oran^re county,

and in 1765 was made clerk of the Superior Court at Hillsborough.

He also represented Orange county in the Colonial Legislature. In

common with other lawyers, he appears to have exacted exorbitant

fees for icsial services, and con.sequently incurred the dislike of the

people, which was finally manifested by acts of violence. He accom-

panied Governor Tryon to New York, in 1771, as his secretary. Gov-

ernor Martin asked the Legislature to indenmify Colonel Fanning for

his losses ; the representatives of the people rebuked the governor for

presenting such a petition. In 1776, General Howe gave Fannin<r the

commission of colonel, and he raised and commanded a corps called the

Kinq's Jmerican Resimcnt of Foot. He was afterward appointed to

the lucrative olHce of surveyor general, which he retained until his

flight, with other Loyalists, to Nova Scotia, in 1783. In 1786 he was

made lieutenant uovernor of Nova Scotia, and in 1794 he was appoint-

ed governor of Prince Edward's Island. He held the latter oHice about
'

nineteen j'cars, a part of which time he was also a brigadier in the
Edmund Fanning.

British army, having received his commission in 1808. He married

in Nova Scotia, where some of his family yet reside. General Fanning died in London, in 1818, at the age

of about eighty-one years. His widow and two daupfhters yet (1852) survive. One daughter, Lady Wood,

a widow, resides near London with her mother ; the other, wife of Captain Bentwick Cumberland, a

nephew of Lord Bentwick, resides at Charlotte's Town, New Brunswick. I am indebted to John Fanning

Watson, Esq., the Annalist of Philadelphia and New York, for the portrait here given.

General Fanning's early career, while in North Carolina, seems not to have given promise of that life of

usefulness which he exhibited after leaving Republican America. It has been recorded, it is true, by par-

tisan pens, yet it is said that he often expressed regrets for his indiscreet course at Hillsborough. His after

bfe bore no reproaches, and the Gentlemen's Magazine (1818), when noting his death, remarked, "The

world contained no better man in all the relations of life."

^ The fac similes here given of the writing of Fanning and Yorke are copies which I made from the orig-

inal in the old record book. The first shows the names of parties to the suit entered by Fanning on the

record. The mock court, of course, decided in favor of the defendant. Smith, and opposite these names and

the record of the verdict, Yorke wrote, with a wretched pen, the sentence here engraved :
" Fanning pays

cost, but loses nothing." He being clerk of the court, and the lawyer, the costs were payable to himself

and so he lost nothing. Yorke was a man of great personal courage, and when, a few years later, the war

of the Revolution was progressing, he became the terror of the Loyalists in that region. An old man on

the banks of the Allamance, who knew him well, related to me an instance of his daring. On one occasion,

while Cornwallis was marching victoriously through that section, Yorke, while riding on horseback in the

neighborhood of the Deep River, was nearly surrounded by a band of Tories. He spurred his horse toward
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Judge Henderson, who was driven from the bench, called upon Tryon to restore order in

his district. The governor perceived that a temporizing policy would no longer be expedi-

ent, and resolved to employ the military force to subdue the rebellious spirit of the Regula-

tors. He deferred operations, however, until the meeting of the Legislature, in December.

Herman Husband was a member of the Lower House, from Orange, and there were others

in that body who sympathized with the oppressed people. Various measures were proposed

to weaken the strength of the Pvegulators ; and among others, four new counties were formed

of portions of Orange, Cumberland, and Johnson.' Finally, when the Legislature was about

to adjourn without authorizing a military expedition, information came that the Regulators

had assembled in great numbers at Cross Creek (Fayetteville), with the intention of march-

ing upon Newbern, having heard that their representative (Husband) had been imprisoned.'

The Assembly immediately voted two thousand dollars for the use of the governor. The

alarmed chief magistrate fortified his palace, and placed the town in a state of defense. He

also issued a proclamation, a and orders to the colonels of the counties in the vicinity, ^^^^ ;

to have the militia in readiness. These precautions were unnecessary, for the Reg- i77i.

ulators, after crossing the Haw, a few miles above Pittsborough, to the number of more than

one thousand, met Husband on his way home, and retraced their steps.

The governor soon issued another proclamation, prohibiting the sale of powder, shoi. or

lead, until further notice. This was to prevent the Regulators supplying themselves with

munitions of war. This measure added fuel to the flame of excitement, and finally, the

governor becoming again alarmed, he made a virtual declaration of war, through his council.

That body authorized him to raise a sufficient force to march into the rebellious districts

and establish law and order. The governor issued a circularb to the colonels,
,, March i<i.

ordering them to select fifty volunteers from their respective regiments and send i"i-

them to Newbern. With about three hundred militia-men, a small train of artillery, some

baggage wagons, and several personal friends, Tryon left Newbern on the twenty-fourth of

April. On the fourth of May he encamped on the Erio, having been re-enforced by detach-

ments on the way.^ General Hugh Waddel was directed to collect the forces from the

western counties, rendezvous at Salisbury, and join the governor in Orange (now Guilford)

countv. While he was waiting at Salisbury for the arrival of powder from Charleston, a

company of men assembled in Cabarras county, blackened their faces, intercepted the convoy

with the ammunition, between Charlotte and Salisbury, routed the guard, and destroyed the

powder.

the river, his enemies in hot pursuit. Reaching the bank, he discovered he was upon a cliff almost fifty

feet above the stream, and sloping from the top. The Tories were too close to allow him to escape along

the margin of the river. Gathering the reins tightly in his hands, he spurred his strong horse over the

precipice. The force of the descent was partially broken by the horse striking the smooth sloping surface

of the rock, when half way down. Fortunately the water was deep below, and horse and rider, rising to

the surface, escaped unhurt. It was a much greater feat than Putnam's at Horse Neck.

' These were Guilford, Chatham, Wake, and Surrey.

2 Tryon, who feared and hated Husband, procured the preferment of several charges against him, and he

was finally arrested, by order of the council, and imprisoned for several days. The charges, on investiga-

tion, were not sustained, and he was released.

3 Colonel Joseph Leech commanded the infantry, Captain Moore the artillery, and Captain Neale a com-

pany of rangers. On his way to the Eno, he was joined

by a detachment from Hanover, under Colonel John Ashe :

another from Carteret, under Colonel Craig
;
another from

Johnston, under Colonel William Thompson ;
another from

Beaufort, under Colonel Needham Bryan : another from

Wake, under Colonel Johnson Hinton ;
and at his camp on

the Eno, he was joined by Fanning, with a corps of clerks,

constables, sheriffs, and other materials of a similar kind.

The signatures here given, of two of Tryon's oflicers on

this occasion, I copied from original committee reports to

the Colonial Legislature, now in possession of the Rever-

end Dr. Hawks. Some of these officers were afterward active patriots. Several other signatures of North

Carolina men given in this work, I copied from the same documents.
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General Waddel crossed the Yadkin on the morning of the tenth of May,a^ intend-
*

ing to join Governor Tryon. He had advanced but a short distance, when he re-

ceived a message from a body of Regulators, warning him to halt or retreat. Finding that

many of his men were averse to fighting, and that others were favorable to the Pi^egulators,

and were thinning his ranks by desertions, he retreated across the Yadkin, hotly pursued by

the insurgents. They surrounded Waddel's small army, and took several of them prisoners,

after a slight skirmish. The general and a few followers escaped to Salisbury.

Tryon, informed of the disaster of Waddel, broke up his camp on the Eno, crossed the

Haw just below the Falls,'' and pressed forward toward the Allamance, where he
"^

' understood the Regulators were collecting in force on the Salisbury Road. He
encamped very near the scene of Colonel Pyles's defeat in 1781, within si.x miles of the in-

surgents, just at sunset, and during the night sent out some scouts to reconnoiter.' On the

fifteenth he received a message from the Regulators, proposing terms of accommodation, and

demanding an answer within four hours." He promised a response by noon the next day.

At dawn the following morningc he crossed the Allamance, a little above the pres-

' "^
' ent site of Holt and Carrigan's cotton factory, and marched silently and undiscov-

ered along the Salisbury Road, until within half a mile of the camp of the Regulators, where

he formed his line in battle order. Dr. Caldwell, who was there, with many of his parish-

ioners, now visited the governor a second time, and obtained a renewal of a promise made

the night before to abstain from bloodshed ; but Tryon demanded unconditional submission.

Both parties advanced to within three hundred yards of each other, when Tryon sent a mag-

istrate, with a proclamation, ordering the Ptegulators to disperse within an hour. Robert

Thompson, an amiable, but bold, outspoken man, M'ho had gone to Tryon's camp to negoti-

ate, was detained as a prisoner. Indignant because of such perfidy, he told the governor

some plain truths, and was about to leave for the ranks of the Regulators, when the irritated

governor snatched a gun from the hands of a militia-man and shot Thompson dead. Tryon

perceived his folly in a moment, and sent out a flag of truce. The Regulators had seen

Thompson fall, and, deeply exasperated, they paid no respect due to a flag, and immediately

fired upon it.' At this moment Dr. Caldwell rode along the lines and urged his people and

their friends to disperse ; and had an equal desire to avoid bloodshed guided the will of

Tryon, valuable lives might have been spared. But he took counsel of his passions, and

gave the word " Fire .'" The militia hesitated, and the Regulators dared them to fire.

Maddened with rage, the governor rose in his stirrups and shouted " Fire! fire on them, or

on me !" A volley ensued, and tbe cannons Mere discharged with deadly efl'ect. The fire

was returned, and the governor's hat was pierced by a musket-ball. He sent out a flag of

truce, but the bearer immediately fell. Some young men among the Regulators rushed for-

ward and took possession of the cannons. They did not know how to manage them, and

soon abandoned them. The military now fired with vigor, and the Regulators fell back to

a ledge of rocks on the verge of a ravine, not, however, until their scanty supply of ammu-

nition was exhausted. They had no acknowledged leader ;* for as soon as it was evident

' Colonel Ashe and Captain John Walker, who were out reconnoltering, were caught by the Regulators,

tied to a tree, severely whipped, and detained as prisoners. The great body of the Regulators in camp

censured this cruelty and disclaimed approval.
'^ The Reverend David Caldwell, D.D., of Orange, many of whose congregation were with the Regula-

tors, was the messenger on this occasion, and received from Tryon the most positive assurances that no

blood should be shed unless the insurgents should be the first aggressors. Dr. Caldwell was a pure patriot,

and during the war which ensued a few years later, himself and family were great sufferers for " conscience'

sake."
' Tradition currently reported that Donald ^Malcolm, one of Governor Tryon's aids, and who was after-

ward a very obnoxious under-olfiecr of the customs at Boston, was the bearer of the flag. When the tir-

ing commenced, he retreated with safety to his person, but had the misfortune to have the buttons of his

small clothes leave their fastenings. Trumbull, in his M'Fingall, with rather more wit than modesty, no-

tices the circumstance in four lines.

' Captain Montgomery, who commanded a company of Mountain Boys, was considered the principal

leader, if any might be called by that name. He was killed by the second fire of the cannon, when most

of the Regulators fled. James Pugh, a young gunsmith from Hillsborough, and three others, shielded b)
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^4

that blood would be shed, Herman Husband, the soul of the agitation, declared that his

peace principles as a Quaker would not allow him to fight, and he rode

off, and was not seen again in North Carolina until the close of the Rev-

olution. Charit}'- must stretch her mantle to cover this delinquency of

the leader of the Ptegulators ; for why should he have urged the people

to assemble for resistance unless they were to fight ? All was con-

fusion when the conflict began, and each fought for life and lib-

erty in his own way. Although they were defeated in that

early conflict

—

that Jirst battle ofour ivarfor independ-

ence^lhey were not subdued, and many of the sur-

vivors were among the most determined oppo«ers
,.^=>«s., srf

of Cornwallis a few years later Nine of ^u .n\
the Regulators and twenty-seven of the

militia fell in that conflict, and

great number on both sides weie

wounded.' Tryon, in his re-

port, said, " The loss of

our army in killed,

wounded, and miss-

ing, amounted to

about sixty men."

The admitted ex-

cesses of the Regu-

lators afix)rd no ex-

cuse for the cruelty

of Tryon after the

battle on the Alla-

mance. With the

implacable spirit of

revenge, he spent his wrath upon his prisoners, and some of his acts were worthy only of a bar-

barian.' Having rested a few days near the battle-ground, he went on as far as the Yadkin,

a ledge of rocks on the edge of a ravine, did great execution with rifles. Pugh fired while the others load-

ed, and he killed fifteen men. He was made prisoner, and was one of six who were hung at Hillsboroucrh.

^ Martin, Williamson, Caruthers, Foote.

° This view is from the south side of the Salisbury Road, which is marked by the fence on the left. The
belligerents confronted in the open field seen on the north of the road, beyond the fence. Between the

blasted pine, to which a muscadine is clinging, and the road, on the edge of a small morass, several of

those who were slain in that engagement were buried. I saw the mounds of four graves by the fence,

where the sheep, seen in the picture, are standing. The tree by the road side is a venerable oak, in which
are a few scars produced by the bullets.

' Among his victims was a young carpenter of Hillsborough, named James Few. He was the sole sup-

port of his widowed mother, and had suflered greatly, it is said, at the hands of Fanning. Younnr Few al-

leged that he had not only made him feel the curse of his exactions, but had actually seduced a young girl

who was his betrothed. Driven to madness, he joined the Regulators, was taken prisoner, and was hung
on the night after the battle, without trial, and without witnessing friends.* Justice to the dead, and a re-

gard for the truth of history, demand the acknowledgment that this story, like the apocryphal one that the

Regulators cut ofl^ Fanning's ears,t needs confirmation, and rests solely upon uncertain tradition. It is fur-

ther related that Tryon destroyed the property of Few's mother when he reached Hillsborough !

Captain jNIesser, who was made prisoner, was sentenced to be hanged the day after the battle. His

wife, informed of his intended fate, hastened to him with her little son, a lad ten years old. She pleaded

for her husband's life in vain. Messer was led to execution, while his wife lay weeping upon the ground,

her boy by her side. Just as Messer was to be drawn up, the boy went to Tryon and said, " Sir, hang me,

and let my father live." "Who told you to say that?" said the governor. "Nobody," replied the lad.

" And why," said the governor, " do you ask that ?" " Because," the boy replied, " if you hang my father,

my mother will die, and the children will perish." The heart of the governor was touched, and he said,

* Foote's Sketches of North Carolina, pages 61, 62.

t See Johnson's Traditions and Reminiscences of the Revolution, page 573.

The Regulator Battle-Gkound.^
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» May 17 ^"^'' ^^^^^ issuing a proclamation'! of pardon to all who should lay down their arms
I'^'i'i. and take the oath of allegiance before the tenth of July, except a few whom he named,

he made a circuitous route through Stokes, Rockingham, and Guilford counties, back to Hills-

borough, exhibiting his prisoners in chains in the villages through which he passed. He exact-

ed an oath of allegiance from the people ; levied contributions of provisions ; chastised those

who dared to oflend him ; and at Hillsborough he offered a large reward for the bodies of Hus-

band and other Regulators, " dead or alive."' On his march he held courts-martial for try-

ing civil cases, burned houses, and destroyed the crops of inofTensive people. At Hillsbor-

ough he held a court-martial for the trial of his prisoners. Twelve were condemned to suf-

b June 19 ^^"^ death ; six were reprieved, and the others were hung,b among whom was Captain
1771. Messer, whose life had been spared a few days before by the intercession of his lit-

tle child. His thirst for revenge satiated, Tryon returned to his palace at Newbern, where

he remained but a short time, having been called to the administration of affairs in the prov-

ince of New York. Joseph Martin succeeded him as governor, and acted with judgment.

He 60 conciliated the Regulators that many of them were firm Loyalists when the governor

was finally driven away by the Whigs.

The movements of the Regulators and the result of the battle on the Allamance, form

an important episode in the history of our Revolution. Their resistance arose from oppres-

sions more personal and real than those which aroused the people of New England. It was

not wholly the abstract idea of freedom for which they contended ; their strife consisted of

efforts to relieve themselves of actual burdens. While the tea-duty was but a " pepper-corn

tribute," imposing no real burden upon the industry of the people in New England, extor-

tion in every form, and not to be evaded, was eating out the substance of the working-mon

in North Carolina. Implied despotism armed the New Englanders ; actual despotism pan-

oplied the Carolinians. P^ach were equally patriotic, and deserve our reverent gratitude.

The defeat on the Allamance did not break the spirit of the patriots ; and many, determined

no longer to suffer the oppressions of extortioners, abandoned their homes, with their wives

and children, went beyond the mountains, and began settlements in the fertile valleys of Ten-

nessee. As Mr. Bancroft, in a letter to the Honorable David L. Swain, happily expressed it,

" Like the mammoth, they shook the bolt from their brow, and crossed the mountains."

While the Regulator movement planted deep the seeds of resistance to tyranny, the re-

sult of the battle on the Allamance was disastrous in its subsequent effects. The people,

from whom Tryon wrung an oath of allegiance, were conscientious, and held a vow in deep

reverence. Nothing could make them swerve from the line of duty ; and when the hos-

tilities of the Revolution fully commenced, hundreds, whose sympathies were with the patri-

ots, felt bound by that oath to remain passive. Hundreds of men, with strong hearts and

hands, would have flocked around the standards of Gates and Greene, in Guilford, Orange,

and the neighboring counties, had not their oath been held too sacred to be violated, even

when it was evident that the king could no longer protect them. Loyalty to conscience,

not opposition to the principles of the Revolutionists, made these men passive ; for their friends

and neighbors on the other side of the Yadkin, where Trj'on's oath was not exacted, were

among those who earliest cast off their allegiance to the British crown.

The course of Governor Martin was generally so judicious, that the people of North Car-

" Your father shall not be hanged to-day." Messer was offered his liberty if he would bring Husband back.

He consented, and his wife and children were kept as hostages. He returned in the course of a few days,

and reported that he overtook Husband in V^irginia, but could not bring him. Messer was immediately

bound, and. after being exhibited with the other prisoners, was hung at Hillsborough.

' Husband lied to Pennsylvania, and settled near Pittsburgh. He went to North Carolina on business

soon after the close of the war, but did not remain long. In 1794 he was concerned in the '' Whisky In-

surrection," in Western Pennsylvania, and was appointed on the Committee of Safety with Brackenridge.

Bradford, and Gallatin. Husband was arrested, and taken a prisoner to Philadelphia, where he was par-

doned, through the interposition of Dr. Caldwell who happened to be there, Dr. Rush, and the North Car-

olina senators. He met his wife on his return home, and died at an inn before he reached his own neigh-

borhood. Husband was a member of the Pennsylvania Legislature for some years.
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olina were not very restive, while the Northern colonies were all on fire with rebellion in

1774. Yet sympathy for the people of Boston, sufiering from the effects of the Port Bill,

was general and sincere, and the inhabitants of Wilmington and other towns made large

contributions for their relief. When the final decision was to be made respecting allegi-

ance to, or independence of the British crown, very many remained loyal, and the ardent

Whigs required the full exercise of all their zeal to leaven the inactive population of the

state. The efficient machinery of corresponding committees was put in operation early

In December, 1 773, the resolution of the House of Burgesses, of Virginia, recommending the

appointment of committees of correspondence, was received by the Assembly of North Car-

olina and approved of A committee was appointed, and instructed to be vigilant and in-

dustrious in the performance of their duties.' Govern- CX,

or Martin was then in New York, and the duties of his ^f Q Y/ //
office devolved upon James Hasell, the president of the /^ //v/ Q_^CiiSt^^—

v

council. Hasell was rather favorably inclined toward y_^ \

republicanism, and opposed the patriots only so far as his official duty de- )

manded action. The proceedings of that short session were quite offensive /
to the governor and most of his council, as representatives of the imperial ^^ ^^
government, and the amity of the provincial legislation was disturbed. The governor soon

returned home, and prorogued the Assembly until March following, f^ that the mem-
a 1774

bers might " reflect upon their proceedings, learn the sentiments of their constituents,

and adopt a more loyal course." When they again met, strengthened by the approval of

their constituents, they wei'e firmer than ever in their opposition to some of the measures of

government ; and that the sincerity and courage of those who professed patriotic proclivities

might be tested, the Yeas and Nays were taken upon the adoption of an important bill.'

A committee was appointed to address the king, and on the twenty-fifth of March the As-

sembly was again prorogued. Four days afterward, it was dissolved by the governor's proc-

lamation ; an act considered unconstitutional, and which highly offended the people.

During the summer of 1774, a majority of the inhabitants, in primary meetings assem-

bled, openly avowed their approval of a Continental Congress, as proposed by Massachusetts.

A general meeting of delegates from the several towns was proposed to be held at New-
bern on the twenty-fifth of August. On the thirteenth of that month, the governor i-ssued

his proclamation, disapproving of the district meetings, and requiring the people to forbear

sending delegates to the general convention. The people did not heed his proclamation,

and the delegates met on that day. John Harvey, of Perquimans, the late speaker of the

Assembly, was chosen moderator. The council convened by the governor, seeing the gath-

ering of the people's representatives, decided that " nothing could be done." The conven-

tion expressed its firm loyalty to the king ; claimed only the common rights of Englishmen
;

asserted the doctrine that they ought not to be taxed without their own consent ; repro-

bated the tea and other duties ; expressed great sympathy for the people of Massachusetts
;

condemned the Boston Port Bill, as a " cruel infringement of the rights and privileges of

the people," and other measures of government as unrighteous ; signed a non-importation

' The committee consisted of John Harvey (speaker of the Assembly), Robert Howe (afterward a gen-

eral in the Continental army), Cornelius Harnett, William Hooper

(one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence), Richard Cas-

well, Edward Vail, John Ashe, Joseph Hewes (another signer), and

Samuel Johnson.

John Harvey was an active citizen in public life, before the war

of the Revolution began. He was a member of the Colonial Legis-

lature for a number of years, and in 1766 succeeded John Ashe as

speaker of the House. He presided with dignity for three years, and at the close of each session received

the unanimous thanks of the House for his impartiality. He early espoused the patriot cause ;
was active

in the first Revolutionary movements in his state, but died before the struggle had advanced far toward a

successful issue.

2 A bill for the establishment of Superior Courts upon a new basis, which was calculated to remove the

powers of the judiciary further from the control of the people.
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agreement, and expressed their hearty approval of the proposition for a general Congress.

This approval was further manifested by the choice of deputies to represent the province in

the Continental council.'

f^ Pursuant to the recommendations of the general Congress when it convened in Septem-

ber, contributions were raised in all parts of the province for the relief of the people of Bos-

ton ; and committees of safety were appointed in every county and chief town, to see that

the articles of association adopted by the Congress were signed and faithfully observed.

Activity every where prevailed among the Whigs during the winter ; and when Governor

. ., ^ Martin fixed the day for the assembling of the Legislature, a John Harvey, who
a April 5,

•'

1 1 1 r J
1775. presided over the convention at Newbern several months before, now summoned

those delegates to meet as a Provincial Congress on the same day. Governor Martin at-

tempted, by proclamation, to prevent the meeting of the deputies, but in vain. The two

bodies, composed chiefly of the same men, met at the same time, and Harvey w^as called upon

to preside over both. The governor attempted to keep the two Assemblies distinct. He
besou'^ht the legal Assembly to discountenance the irregular convention of the other depu-

ties, chosen bv the people, and expressed his determination to use all the means in his power

to counteract their treasonable influence. He denounced the Continental Congress as " se-

ditious and wicked," " highly offensive to his majesty," and in firm but respectful language

urged the people to remember their allegiance and to faithfully maintain it. His appeals

were of no avail, for both Assemblies were too intimately allied in sentiment to act in op-

position to each other. Both bodies concurred in approving of the proceedings of the Con-

gress of 1774, and in appointing delegates to a new one, to meet in Philadelphia in May
followino-.^ The governor, perceiving the Assembly to be intractable, consulted

May 10, " " ' '
, , ,

''

1775. his council, and by their recommendation dissolved it, by proclamation, on the eighth

of April.

Governor Martin and the representatives of the people were now fairly at issue. The

latter organized a Provincial Congress, and, assuming the functions of government, sent forth

an address to the people, recommending the adoption of measures for resistance, similar to

those pursued in other colonies. After transacting some other business for the public good,

they quietly separated. As soon as the deputies had departed, the governor, perceiving the

tide of public opinion setting strongly against him, became alarmed, and sought to intimidate

the people, and at the same time to protect his person, by placing some cannon in front of

the palace. He dispatched messengers to the Highlanders at Cross Creek, upon whose

loyalty he relied, and others were sent into the more westerly districts to promise the Reg-

ulators exemption from the punishments to which they were still liable for past misdeeds,

if they would assist the king's government against its opposers. These promises had great

effect, and, strange as it may seem, many of the Regulators were active Loyalists. About

this time, a letter which the governor had sent to General Gage at Boston, soliciting a sup-

ply of arms and ammunition, was intercepted. The people were greatly exasperated, and

the Committee of Safety of Newbern seized and carried ofl"six of the cannons which had

been placed in front of the palace. From every quarter the governor heard of hostile prep-

, ,. arations, and becoming alarmed for his personal safety, he fled to Fort Johnson, on
'^ June 14,

' o r ./

1775. the Cape Fear Ptiver, near Wilmington, ^ whence he sent forth a menacing proc-
J June 16. iamation.d=

At the beginning of July, preparations for a servile insurrection on the Tar River were

' William Hooper, of the county of Orange, Joseph Hewes, of the town of Edenton, and Richard Cas-

well, of the county of Dobbs were chosen deputies. They were instructed to carry out the principles em-

bodied in the preamble and resolutions adopted by the convention, the substance of which is given in the

text.

* To this proclamation the General Committee of Safety of the District of Wilmington, as appears by

their proceedings, issued an answer, denying many of its allegations, and proclaiming the governor to be

" an instrument in the hands of administration to rivet those chains so wickedly forged for America." This

answer was drawn up and adopted in the session of the committee, at the court-house in Wilmington, on

the twentieth of June, 1775.
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discovered. This plot was disclosed to Thomas Rispess, a former member of the Assembly
from Beaufort, by one of his slaves. It was generally sup- ^ /^'~?\ y^
posed that Governor Martin was an accessory in inducing /<>'\^^.-^ [̂y^^^c^ j^V^^~^>^
the slaves to rise and murder their masters.' Fired with "^ / y^/^
indignation by this opinion, the exasperated people determ- /x
ined to demolish Fort Johnson, lest the governor should strengthen it, and malce it a place

of reception for a hostile force and insurgent negroes. Under Colonel John Ashe, a body of

about five hundred men marched to the fort, when it was ascertained that the governor had
fled to the sloop of war Cruiser, lying in the river, and that Colletf, the commander of the

fortress, had removed all the small arms, ammunition, and part of the artillery, to a transport

hired for the purpose. The militia immediately set fire to the buildings, and demolished a

large portion of the walls of the fort.'' The Committee of Safety of Wilmington, at the

same time, publicly charged the governor with fomenting a civil war, and endeavoring to

excite an insurrection among the negroes. They declared him an enemy to his country and
the province, and forbade all persons holding any communication with him. While these

events were transpiring on the coast, the people of Mecklenburg county, over the Yadkin,

met by representatives, and, by a series of resolutions, virtually declared themselves independ-

ent of the British crown, and established republican government in that county. This im-

portant movement will be considered in the next chapter.

Pursuant to a resolve of the late convention, delegates from the several towns in the

state were summoned to meet in Provincial Congress at Hillsborough, on the twentieth of

August. a When this summons appeared, Crovernor Martin, yet on board the Cruiser,

issued a long proclamation, in which he stigmatized the incendiaries of Fort Johnson as

traitors to the king
;
pronounced the proceedings of the Wilmington committee as base and

scandalous; denounced the movement in Mecklenburg in May f warned the people not to

send delegates to Hillsborough ; denounced Colonels Ashe" and Howe as rebels ; and offered

the king's pardon for all past outrages to those who should return to their allegiance. The
people defied the governor's threats, and mocked his profiers of forgiveness ; and on Sunday,
the twentieth of August, every county and chief town in the province had a delegate in

Hillsborough. They organized on Monday,^ when one hundred and eighty-four deputies

were present. One of their first acts was to declare their determination to hold the aegis

of popular power over the Regulators, who were liable to punishment, and had not been

cajoled into submission by the governor's promises. They also declared the governor's proc-

lamation to be a " false, scurrilous, malicious, and seditious libel," and tending to stir up

' In a letter to Lewis Henry de Rosset, the governor endeavored to vindicate himself, and denied all

knowledge of the matter. He said in his letter, " that

nothing could justify such a measure but the actual and
designed rebellion of the king's subjects, and the failure

of all other means to maintain his government." From
these expressions and the language held in a pamphlet,

entitled Taxation no Tyranny, written by the celebrated

Dr. Johnson, together with the conduct of Lord Dunmore,
of Virginia, it was evident that the inciting of the slaves

to massacre their masters was a part of the programme
of ministers for crushing the rebellion.*

^ Fort Johnson was on the west side of the Cape Fear River, two miles above its mouth, where the pres-

ent town of Smithville, the capital of Brunswick county, is situated. There is now a fortress and small gar-

rison there.

^ An account of the proceedings in Mecklenburg were published in the Cape Fear Mercury.
* This was the same officer who accompanied Tryon to the Allamance, and was flogged by the Regu-

lators. He resigned his commission as colonel of the militia of Hanover, under the king, and espoused the

patriot cause. We shall meet him in the field hereafter.
^ The members of the Provincial Congress assembled in the Presbyterian Church, which stood where the

present place of worship of that denomination, in Hillsborough, is located.

"The slave should be set free," said Johnson ; "an act vi'hich the lovers of liberty must surely commend. If they are fur-

nished with arms for defense and utcnsiU of husbandry, and settled in some simple form of government, within the country,

they may be more honest and grateful than their masters."



582 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Action of the Congress. Military Organization. Sketch of Cornelius Harnett.

tumult and insurrections, dangerous to the peace of the king's government." It was then

directed to be burned by ihe common hangman. They also provided for raising and equip-

ping a military force of one thousand men for the defense of the liberties of the province.

This force was divided into two regiments. The command of the first regiment was given

to Colonel James Moore (one of Tryon's officers when he marched against the R.eguialors),

of New Hanover ; the second to Colonel Robert Howe, of Brunswick. In addition to this

regular force, a battalion of ten companies, of fifty men each, was directed to be raised in

each district, to be called minute-men, their uniform to be a hunting-shirt, leggings or spat-

terdashes, and black gaiters. To pay these troops and other expenses of the government,

the Provincial Congress directed the emission of bills of credit to the amount of $150,000,
for the redemption of which a poll tax was levied for nine years, commencing in 1777. The
deputies closed their labors by agreeing to an address to the inhabitants of the British empire

(which was drawn up by William Hooper), and in organizing a provisional govern-

ment.' The Congress adjourned on the nineteenth of September.

a

The provincial council met for the first time on the eighteenth of October following, and
appointed Cornelius Harnett, of Wilmington, president.' Already the Continental Congress

' A provincial council was established, composed of two persons duly chosen by the delegates of each
district, and one by the whole Congress.* A Committee of Safety, composed of a president and twelve
members, were chosen for each district ; the freeholders were also directed to choose a committee. The
provincial council and the committees of safety exercised the functions of government in the management
of civil and military affairs. Secret committees of correspondence were also organized. Premiums were
voted for the manufacture of saltpetre, gunpowder, cotton and woolen cards, pins, needles, linen and wool-
en cloth, and for the erection of rolling and slitting mills, furnaces for the manufacture of steel and iron,

paper-mills, salt-works, and for refining sulphur.

^ In the Wilmmgton Chronicle, August 21, 1844, there appeared a very interesting inemoir of Cornelius
Harnett, which I have condensed. Mr. Harnett was a native of England, and was born on the twentieth

of April, 1723. The precise time when he came to America
is not known. He was a man of wealth and consideration,

before circumstances brought him into public life. He was
among the earliest in North Carolina in denouncing the Stamp
Act and kindred measures, and from that period until his

death he was extremely active in public affairs. He resided

upon Hilton plantation, about one mile from the center of Wil-

mington, where he owned a large estate, and was a gentleman
of leisure. He represented the borough of Wilmington in the

Provincial Assembly, in 1770-71, and was chairman of the

most important committees of that body. From one of the re-

ports of a committee of which Harnett was chairman, I copied

the accompanying signature of the patriot. In 1772, Mr.
Harnett, with Robert (afterward General) Howe, and Judge
Maurice Moore, constituted a committee of the Assembly to

prepare a remonstrance against the appointment, by Govern-
or Martin, of commissioners to run the southern boundary line of the province. In 1773, Josiah Quincy,
the young and ardent patriot of Boston, while traveling

in the South for his health, passed a night at Wilming-
ton, at the residence of Mr. Harnett, whom he denomin-
ated " the Samuel Adams of North Carolina" (except in

point of fortune). '"Robert Howe, Esq., Harnett, and
myself," he wrote, "made the social triumvirate of the

evening." The plan of " Continental Correspondence"
was a subject for discussion that evening, and Quincy
returned to Boston, feeling that with such men as Pinck-

ney, Rutledge, Gadsden, and Harnett, as leaders, the

South would co-operate with Massachusetts in resistance.

Harnett s House (

* Samuel Johnson, Cornelius Harnett, Samuel Ashe, Abner Nash, James Coor, Thomas Jones of Edenton, Whitmill Hill,

William Jonfs, Thomas Jones of Halifax, Thomas Person, John Kinchen, Samuel Spencer, and Waightstill Avery, composed
this first provincial council. They were to meet quarterly.

t This sketch is from a pencil drawing made in 1851 by Mr. Charles Burr. It is situated about a mile and a half from the
center of Wilmington, on the northeast branch of the river. I am informed by Edward Kidder, Esq., of Wilmington, through
whose kindness this and several other drawings in his vicinity have been procured for my work, that it has never been altered

since Mr. Harnett occupied it. This is a view of the south point.
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had adopted measures for the defense of the province. The two battahons of five hundred

men eanh were attached to the Continental army, and the committees of safety were re-

quested to employ all the gunsmiths in the colony, that might be procured in making mus-

kets. Two Gospel ministers were sent by the provincial council to explain to the High-

landers and others the nature of the quarrel with the mother country, and endeavor to win

them to the patriot cause. In the mean while, Governor Martin had busy emissaries among

the Highlanders and Regulators, endeavoring to unite them in favor of the king. This was

an object of great importance ; for if he* could embody a strong force of Loyalists in the heart

of the province, he could easily keep the sea-board quiet, especially after the arrival of Sir

Henry Clinton with troops from the North, then daily expected. He had also received in-

telligence that Sir Peter Parker, with a strong squadron, bearing Lord Cornwallis with a

considerable force, would sail for America at the beginning of 1776. These anticipations

gave the governor pleasing hopes for the future.

While Lord Dunmore, as we have seen, was making a demonstration against the lower

counties of Virginia,' Governor Martin prepared to strike a blow against the patriots in

North Carolina. He gave Donald M'Donald, an influential Highlander at Cross Creek, a

commission of brigadier general, and with it a large number of copies of a proclamation,

with a blank left for the date, which commanded all the king's loyal subjects in North Car-

olina to join his standard. M-Donald had discretionary powers concerning the distribution

of these proclamations. While Colonel Pvobert Howe, with North Carolina troops, was ab-

sent at Norfolk, in Virginia, whither he had gone to assist Colonels Woodford and Stevens

against Dunmore, M'Donald set up the royal ensign at Cross Creeka (now Fayette- aFeb.i,

ville), and issued some of the proclamations. The loyal-hearted Scotchmen, not fully
^'^^"

comprehending the nature of the difficulties, obeyed blindly ; and in a ^e\v days more than

one thousand of them, with many timid Pvegulators, in all fifteen hundred strong, gathered

around the standard of the Highland chief M'Donald was a brave veteran, and had fought

valiantly for the Pretender on the field of Culloden, and his influence over his countrymen

was very great.

At Cross Creek lived Flora M'Donald, the noble and beautiful girl who saved the life

of Charles Edward, after the defeat of the troops at Culloden.' She was now the wife of

In December, 1773, Mr. Harnett was placed on the Committee of Correspondence for Wilmington district.

In that sphere he was the master-spirit of the Revolution upon the Cape Fear and its vicinity. In the Pro-

vincial Congress of 1775, he represented his old constituents; and when a provincial council was appoint-

ed to fill the vacancy in government caused by the abdication of Martin, he was made its president, and

became, in that capacity, actual governor of North Carolina. He was a member of the Provincial Con-

gress which assembled at Halifax in the spring of 1776, and was chairman of the committee appointed to

consider the usurpations, &c., of the imperial government. He submitted a report on the twelfth of April,

which contained a resolution empowering the delegates of North Carolina in the Continental Congress, to

use their influence in favor of a Declaration of Independence. When, in the spring of 1776, Sir Henry

Clinton, with a British fleet, appeared in the Cape Fear River, that commander honored Harnett and Robert

Howe, by excepting them in his ofTer of a general pardon to those who should return to their allegiance,

as published in his proclamation issued to the people of North Carolina from the Pallas transport. They

were considered arch-rebels. When, on the twenty-second of July, 1776, the Declaration of Independence

arrived at Halifax, Harnett read it to a great concourse of citizens and soldiers. When he concluded, the

latter crowded around him, took him upon their shoulders, and bore him in triumph through the town. In

the autumn, he was on a committee for drafting a State Constitution, and a Bill of Rights ; and to his lib-

eral spirit the people were indebted for the claim in the first document, guaranteeing the privilege of en-

joying the public offices and emoluments to Dissenters and Churchmen, equally. Under the new Constitu-

tion, Richard Caswell was made the first governor of the state, and Harnett was one of his council. Ho
was afterward elected to fill his place in the Continental Congress, and Cornelius Harnett's name is attach-

ed to the " articles of confederation and perpetual union." When the British afterward held possession of

the country around the Cape Fear, Harnett was made prisoner, and died while a captive. His remains lie

buried in the northeast corner of the grave-yard attached to St. James's Church, in Wilmington, and at the

head and foot of his grave are two upright slabs of brown stone. On the one at the head is inscribed,

" Cornelius Harnett, Died, 1781, aged^58 years," ' See page 534.

^ The Pretender, while a fugitive among the Highlands of Scotland, was discovered by his enemies, and

fled in an open boat to South Uist, an island on the west coast, where he found refuge with Laird M'Donald.

His pursuers discovered his retreat, and three thousand English soldiers were sent to search every nook and
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Influence of Flora M'Donald. The Pretender saved by her. Patriot Expedition against the Highlanders.

Allan M'Donald, and it is said used all her influence in bringingr her countrymen to the

standard of the Scotch general. Her husband took a captain's commission under him, and

was one of the most active officers in the engagement which speedily ensued.

As soon as Colonel James Moore, of Hanover, was apprised of the gathering of the Loy-

alists to the banner of M'Donald, he marched with

his regulars and a detachment of New Hanover mi-

litia (in all about eleven hundred men), toward Cross

Creek, and encamped about twelve miles south of the

a Feb 15 Highlander's head-quarters. a He fortified his camp, and by scouts and spies cut

1776.' ofl' all communication between M'Donald and Governor Martin. The Loyalist

general, feeling the necessity of dislodging the patriots, marched toward their camp. When
within four miles, he halted, and sent the governor's proclamation, and a friendly but firm

letter to Moore, urging him to prevent bloodshed by joining the royal standard
; at the

same time threatening him, in case of refusal, with the treatment due to rebels against the

king. After some delay, during which he sent an express to Colonel Caswell, Moore re-

plied, that he was engaged in a holy cause, from which he could not be seduced. He be-

sought M'Donald to prevent bloodshed by signing the Test proposed by the Provincial Con-

gress, and menaced him with the same treatment which the general proposed to award to

the patriot colonel and his followers. M'Donald was not prepared to put his threats into

execution, for he was advised of the rapid gathering of the minute-men around him. In-

formed, in the mean while, of the expected arrival of Sir Henry Clinton and Lord William

Campbell in the Cape Fear Pviver, M'Donald resolved to avoid an engagement that might

dell cra<T and cottage upon the island. A cordon of armed vessels surrounded South Uist, so that escape

appeared impossible. But escape from the island was necessary for the safety of the prince. Lady

M'Donald proposed that he should put on the garb of a servant-woman, and, in company with a lady as

waitiiig-maid, leave the island. Who had the courage? Flora M-Donald, from Miilburg, a beautiful girl

just from school at Edinburgh, was there on a visit. Her step-father was then on the island, in command

of a corps of soldiers searching for the prince. Regardless of the certain displeasure of her father and the

extreme peril of the undertaking. Flora acceded to the proposal of Lady M'Donald to save the prince
;
and

that very nicrht, in company with a trusty officer, she went among the crags of Carradale, to the cave

where the royal fugitive was concealed. Great was the astonishment and delight of the prince when he

was informed of the plan for his escape. Within a day or two, Flora procured a passport from her unsus-

pecting step-father for herself, a young companion, a boat's crew, and Betsey Boiirke, an Irish woman, whom

Flora pretended she had procured as a spinster for her mother. The prince, attired as Betsey Bourke, em-

barked with Flora and her companions, on the twenty-eighlh of June, 1746, for the Isle of Skye. A furious

tempest tossed them about all night, and a band of soldiers prevented their landing in the morning. They

finally landed near the residence of Sir Alexander M'Donald, where the prince was concealed in the cavity

of a rock, for the laird was his enemy, and his hall was filled with soldiers seeking the fugitive. Flora

touched the heart of Lady M'Donald, and by her aid the prince and the maiden made a safe journey of

twelve miles on foot, to Potarce. There they parted lorever, the prince to escape to France, Flora to be

soon afterward carried a prisoner to London and cast into the Tower. The story of her adventure excited

the admiration of all classes, and as she was not a partisan of the Pretender, nor of his religious faith, the

nobility interfered in her behalf The father of George the Third visited her in prison, and so much was

he interested in her that he procured her release. While she remained in London, her residence was sur-

rounded bv the carriages of the nobility; and Lady Primrose, a friend of the Pretender, introduced her to

court society. When presented to the old King George the Second, he said to her, " How could you dare

to succor the enemy of my crown and kingdom." Flora replied with great simplicity, "It was no more

than I would have done for your majesty, had you been in like situation." A chaise and four were fitted

up for her return to Scotland, and her escort was Malcolm M'Leod, who often said afterward, "I went to

London to be handed, but rode back in a chaise and four with Flora M'Donald." Four years afterward

she married Allan^ the son of the Laird M'Donald, and became mistress of the mansion where the prince

passed his first nicht in the Isle of Skye. In 1775, Flora and her husband, with several children, arrived

amonc their countrymen in North Carolina. Full of loyalt}', she encouraged her countrymen to rally in de-

fense of the royal cause. After suflering much, they embarked in a sloop-of-war for Scotland. On the

voyage, the vessel was attacked by a French cruiser, and the brave Flora, who was on deck during the

action, was severely wounded in the hand. They reached their country, where Flora lived until the fifth

of March, 1790. She was buried in the cemetery of Killmuir, in the Isle of Skye; her shroud was the

sheet in which the prince slept while under her guidance : and three thousand persons stood and wept as

her coflin was let down into the grave.
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prove disastrous, and attempt to join the governor and his friends at Wilmington. At mid-

night he decamped, with his followers, crossed the Cape Fear, and pushed on at a rapid

pace, over swollen streams, rough hills, and deep morasses, hotly pursued by Colonel Moore.

On the third day of his march, he crossed the South River (one of the principal tributaries

of the Cape Fear), from Bladen into New Hanover, and as he approached Moore's Creek,

a small tributary of that stream,' he discovered the gleaming of fire-arms. a He „
, „a

had come upon the camp of Colonels Caswell" and Lillington,^ near the mouth of 1776.

' Moore's Creek runs from north to south, and empties into the South River, about twenty miles above

Wilmington.
^ I am indebted to the Honorable David L. Swain, late governor of North Carolina, and now president of

the University at Chapel Hill, for the following sketch of the public life of Richard Caswell. Governor

Swain married a grand-daughter of Governor Caswell ; and from among the familj' papers in his posses-

sion, he sent me the subjoined interesting autograph letter, written by Caswell, to his son, from Philadelphia.*

Richard Caswell was born in Maryland, August 3, 1729. In 1746, he was induced, by unsuccessful

mercantile speculations of his father, to leave his home, and seek his fortune in the then colony of North

Carolina. Bearing letters to Governor Johnston from the governor of Maryland, he soon received employ-

ment in one of the public ollices. Subsequently, he was appointed deputy surveyor of the colony, and was
clerk of the County Court of Orange in 1753.

He finally' settled himself in Dobbs (now Lenoir) county, where he married Mary Mackilwean, who bore

him a son, William. He aftervi^ard married Sarah, the daughter of William Herritage, an eminent attorn-

ey, under whom he had studied law. He had obtained a license, and practiced the profession with great

success. In 1754 he was chosen a member of the Colonial Assembly from Johnston county, which he con-

tinued to represent till 1771. In this and the preceding year, he was made the speaker of the House of

Commons. He was also colonel of the militia of his county, and, as such, commanded the right wing of

Governor Tryon's forces at the battle of AUamance, ]\Iay 16, 1771.

In 1774, he was one of the delegates to Congress, with William Hooper and Joseph Hewes, and was con-

tinued in this office in 1775. In September of this j'ear, havinir been appointed treasurer of the Southern

District of North Carolina, he resigned his seat in Congress. The estimate formed by his contemporaries

of Caswell's merits in this alliiir, is clearly shown in the resolve passed by the Provincial Congress, on the

thirteenth of April, "that the thanks of this Congress be given to Colonel Richard Caswell and tiie brave

ofiicers and soldiers under his command, for the very essential service by them rendered this countiv at the

battle of Moore's Creek ;" and by the further fact that, on the twenty-second of the same month, the same
body a))pointed him "brigadier general of the militia for the District of Newbern." In November of the

same year, he was chosen president of the Provincial Congress, vvdiich framed the Constitution of the state,

and, in December, was elected the first governor under it. This office he held during the stormy and per-

ilous period of 1777, 1778, and 1779. He refused to receive any compensation for his services beyond his

expenses. In 1780 he led the troops of North Carolina, under General Gates, and was engaged in the

disastrous battle at Camden. In 1782 he was chosen speaker of the Senate, and controller general, and

continued to discharge the duties of both offices till 1784, when he was again elected governor of the state,

and re-elected in 1785 and 1786, when he ceased to be eligible under the Constitution. The A.ssembly

of 1787 elected him a delegate to the convention which was to meet at Philadelphia in May of that vear,

to form a Federal Constitution, and conferred on him the extraordinary power, in case of his inability to at-

tend, to select his successor. William Blount was selected by him, and his name is appended to that in-

strument. In 1789 he was elected senator from Dobbs county, and also a member of the convention which,

in November, ratified the Federal Constitution. When the General Assembly met, he \\'as chosen speaker

of the Senate. But his course was run. His second son, Richard, had been lost on his passage b\' sea from

Charleston to Newbern, and the father certainly entertained the opinion that he had been taken by pirates

and carried to Algiers, or murdered. This and other events threw a cloud over his mind, from which he

seems never to have recovered. While presiding in the Senate, on the filth of November, he was struck

with paralysis, and after lingering speechless till the tenth, he expired, in the sixtieth year of his age. His

body was, after the usual honors, conveyed to his family burial-place in Lenoir, and there interred. As a

statesman, his patriotism was unquestioned, his discernment was quick, and his judgment sound ; as a sol-

dier, his courage was undaunted, his vigilance untiring, and his success triumphant. Mrs. Anne White,

Governor Caswell's last remaining child, died at Raleigh, on the twentieth of September, 1851, in the eighty-

fourth year of her age.
^ I am indebted to Miss Margaret H. Lillington, a great grand-daughter of General Lillington. for the

materials of the following brief sketch of the public career of that officer :

John Alex.^nder Lillington, was the son of Colonel George Lillington. an officer in the British serv-

* Letter of Governor Caswell.

I print the subjoined letter of Governor Caswell entire, bccHuse it gives an interesting view of the excitement which prevailed

at the time, and the manner in which the delegates to the Continental Congress were carefully escorted on their way to Phila-

delphia.
" PhUt^dflphia lit/. M,n, 1775.

" Mv Dear 6on,—By a Gentleman Bound to Tar River, I now write to inform you, that after I parted with you at Halifax, Mr

II. L- e
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the Creek, who, with the minute-men of Dobbs, Craven, Johnston, and Wake counties, and
battalions from Wilmington and Newbern, in all about one thousand strong, were out in

ice, who, after being engaged in an expedition against the French in the West Indies, settled upon the isl-

and ol'Barbadoes, and became a member of the Royal Council in 1698. In that capacity he remained dur-
ing the latter part of the reign of William and Mary, and the beginning of that of Queen Anne. His son,

the subject of this memoir, captivated by the glowing accounts given of the Carolina country, eraitfrated

thither, and settled within ihe present limits of New Hanover county. The fine mansion delineated in the

engraving, and known as Lillington Hall, is yet standing. It was built in 1734. Its location is near the

Hewes & inyself proceeded on our Journey as follows; Sunday evening we arrived at Petersburg in Virginia where we met
the express with an acc't of a Battle between the King's Troops & tbe Bostonians. The next day we crossed James River &
Lodged at Hanover Court House, where we had an Acco'i of 1500 Men being under Arms to proceed to Williamsbura in Or
der to Oblige Lord Dunmore to return some powder he had taken out of the Magazine & Lodged on Board of a Man ofWar in

James River. What was done in that matter we have not since Heard. The next day we were constantly meeting Armed
men who had been to Escort the Delegates for Virginia, on their way towards this place. We Lodged that night at Port Royal
and were only 2 or 3 Hours after the Virginia Gent'i. The next day we got down to Potowmack side before the Boats returned

that had carried the Virginians over. Here were part of the Militia of three Counties under Arms, «fc in the Uniforms of Hunt-
ing Shirts. They received us, and Conducted us on the return of the Boats, to the water's edge with all the Military Honors due
to General Officers. We then crossed the River, and learned at the Ferry on Maryland side that a Company of Independents
in Charles County had attended the Virginia Delegates from thence under Arms. We proceeded and overtook them at Port
Tobacco, where, indeed, the Independents made a Most Glorious Appearance. Their Company consisted of 68 Men bei-ide of
ticers, all Genteelly drest in Scarlet ifc well equiped with Arms, & Warlike Implements, with drum & Fife. Sentinels were
placed at the doors & Occasionally relieved during the Time we stayed there. The next Morning we all set out together, &.

were Attended by the Independents to the Verge of their County, where they delivered us to another Company of Independ-
ents in Prince George's ; they in like Manner to a Second, and that to a Third, which brot us thro' their County. We Lodged
that night at Marlborough &. the next day tho' we met with a Most Terrible Gust of Lightning, thunder, wind. Hail & rain. Ar-

rived at Baltimore, at the entrance of which Town we were received by four Independent Companies who Conducted us with
their Colours Flying, drums Beating and Fife's playing, to our lodgings at the Fountain Tavern (Grants). The next day we
were prevailed on to stay at Baltimore, where Coll Washington, Accompanied by the rest of the Delegates, reviewed tlie Troops.

They have four Companies of 08 men each, Compleat, who go throli their Exercises extremely Clever. They are raiding, in

that Town, three other Companies which they say will soon be full. We were very Genteelly entertained here in the Court
House. Tlie next day we Breakfasted at my old Master Cheynes & dined at Susquehannah; crossed the River &. Lodged at

the Ferry House. As I had in some Measure been the cause of the Virginia Gentn going round the Bay by receom mending that

road, & being the only person in Company acquainted with the road, I was Obliged to keep with them so that I did not call on
any of my relations. I sent George to Jos. Dallams where he left the Letters I brot for our Friends, and was informed my Grand
Mother* 6c all Friends were well except Mrs Dallam who had been poorly some Time—the next day we got to Wilmington
where we fell in with Several of the Maryland Delegates, & came all into the City to Dinner, on the 9tli Instant. Yesterday the

Congress met Agreeable to Appointment, & this day it was Resolved that they enter upon the Consideration of .American Griev-

ances on Monday next. Here a Greater Martial .Spirit prevails, if possible, than I have been describing in Virginia and Maryland.

They have 28 Companies Compleat, which make near 2000 Men, who March out to the Common &. go thro' their F.xercises

twice a day regularly. Scarce any thing but Warlike Musick is to be heard in the Streets. There are several Companies of

Quakers only, and many of them beside enrolled in other Companies promiscuously. 'Tis said they will, in a few days, have
3000 Men under Arms ready to defend their Liberties. They are raising Men in New York <fe all the Northern Governments.
The Yorkers, I am told by their Delegates, are determined to Defend their Liberties, & since the action between the Kings Troo[)s

and the Provincials, scarcely a Tory is to be found amongst them. I herewith inclose you a paper in which is a List of the Killed

and Wounded of the Kings Troops. But 'tis said this is not Genuine, a much greater numlier being Actually Killed. On the

side of the Bostonians 37 were Killed outright 4 are missing & I forget the number of Wounded ; I think thirty odd. Thus you
have the fullest .Account I am able to give of these matters, and as the Accot is so long, 'twill not be in my power to Communi-
cate the same to any other of ray Countrymen and friends but thro'i you. You may therefore remember me in the Strongest

manner to Your Uncles. Capt Bright, and others of my particular Friends. Shew them this Letter, and tell tlicm it will be a

Reflection on their Country to be Behind their neighbours ; that it is Indispensibly necessary for them to arm and form into a

Company or Companies of Independents. When their Companies are full, 68 private Men each, to elect Officers, Viz a Cajit.

2 Lieuf an Ensign Sl Subalterns, And to meet as often as possible & go thro' the exercise. Ilecieve no man but such as can

be depended on, at the same Time reject none who will not discredit the Company. If I live to return I shall most Chearfuliy

Join any of my Countrymen even as a rank & tile man. And as in the Common cause I am here exposed to Danger, that or

any other difficulties I shall not shun whilst I have any Blood in my Veins. But freely offer it in Support of the Liberties of my
Country. Tell your Uncles (the Clk & Sher') it may not be prudent for them so far to engage yet awhile in any Company as

to risk the loss of their offices. But you, my Dear Boy, must become a soldier & risk your life in Support of those invaluable

Blessings which once lost, Posterity will never be able to regain.! Some men, I fear, will start objections to the enrolling of

Companies & exercising the Men, Sc will say it will be acting against Govern-

ment. That may be answered "that it is not so." That we are only Quali-

fying ourselves and preparing to defend our Country <fc Support our Liber-

ties. I can say no more at present. But that May God Almighty protect you

all & his Blessing Attend your good endeavour, is tho Ardent praj'er of My
Dear Child Your .^ffictJonate Father.

" P.S.—only shew this letter to such as I have described above, <k dont let it

be Copied. Consult Capt Bright &c.
" Mr William Caswell."

* This was Mrs. Smith, the grandmother also of Governor William Paca, of Maryland, one of the signers of the Declaration

of Independence. She lived to the remarkable age of ninety-one years.

t I nm informed by Governor Swain, that this boy entered the service in less than four months afterward, and before he had

attained his majority, as an ensign. He was a lieutenant in 1776, and in 1777 was promoted to captain, and commanded a com-

pany at the battle on the Brandywine. In 1781 he was a brigadier, his father, at the same time, being a major general, and his

younger son a colonel in active service struggling to counteract the operations of M ijor Craig at Wilmington.
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search of the Tory army.' The situation of M'Donald (who was now very ill) was peril-

ous in the extreme. The strong minute-men of the Neuse region, their officers wearing sil-

ver crescents upon their hats, inscribed with the stirring words, ''Liberty or Bcatli,,'" were

in front ; and Colonel Moore, with his regulars, were close upon his rear. To fly was im-

possible ; to fight was his only alternative.

Both parties were encamped in sight of each other during the night. A professed neu-

tral intljrmed Colonel Lillington of the intended movements of the enemy in the morning,

and he and Caswell took measures accordingly. During the night, they cast up a breast-

work, removed the planks from the bridge across Moore's Creek, and disposed their forces so

as to command the passage and the roads on each side. The patriots lay upon their arms

all night, ready, at a signal, to meet the foe. At early dawn, bagpipes were heard, and

the notes of a bugle, ringing out upon the frosty air, called the eighteen hundred Loyalists

to arms. In a (ew minutes they rushed forward to the attack, led on by Captain M'Leod,

great road leading from Wilmington to Nevvbern, on the northeast branch of the Cape Fear River, about

thirty miles above Wilmington. When the "Half' was erected, that part of Carolina was a wilderness, and

the savannah or grassy opening where it stands, in the

midst of vast pine forests, made it an oasis in the desert.

John Alexander inherited the military tastes of his fa-

ther, and when the notes of preparation for the Revolu-

tionary contest was heard all over the land, his skill was
brought into requisition. His patriotic principles were

early made known
; and when the war broke out, we find

hiiu a member of the Wilmington Committee of Safety,

and a colonel of militia. In the first battle fought at the

South (Moore's Creek Bridge), described in the text, Col-

onel Lillington was conspicuous, with his neighbor and

friend, Colonel Richard Caswell. Soon after this deci-

sive battle, Colonel Lillington was promoted to brigadier.

He served under General Gates in the Carolinas, in 1780.

His son, Colonel John Lillington, also served with honor

during this campaign. The silver crescents which each

wore on his hat during the war are preserved by the fam-

ily, and I am indebted to Miss Lillington for the opportunity of making a drawing of the one worn by the

general. These crescents bear the initials of the names of the respective owners, and

each has the motto, " Liberty or Death," engraved upon it. The sketch is about

half the size of the original.

General Lillington remained in service until the close of the war, when he retired

to his estate at Lillinglon Hall. Near his mansion repose the remains of the gen-

eral and his son. Over the grave of the former is a marble slab, bearing the follow-

ing inscription : Sacred to the memory of General John Alexander Lillington,

a soldier of the Revolution. He commanded the Americans in the battle of Moore's

Creek, fought the twenty-seventh day of February, 1776, and by his military skill and cool courafre in the

field, at the head of his troops, secured a complete and

Lillington Hall.

AS J. -
"^

^2<^^^<^^^j!^^-^^:>y^^^'''2

—

decisive victory. To intellectual powers of a hitrh

order he united an incorruptible integrity, devoted and

self-sacrificing patriotism. A genuine lover of lib-

erty, he periled his all to secure the independence of

his country, and died in a good old age, bequeathing

to his posterity the remembrance of his virtues." Near his grave is that of his son, with a stone bearing

the follnwinL' inscription :
" Sacred to the memory of Colonel John Lillington, son of General John Al-

exander Lillington
; a patriot and soldier of the Revolution, he served his country faithfully during the en-

tire war."
" General Lillington," writes Miss L., "is represented as a man of Herculean frame and strength. There

are no portraits of him extant. Some few of his old slaves still remain [1852], who were children, of course,

at the time, who can remember some of the events of the Revolution. It would be interesting to one un-

acquainted with the patriarchal relations of master and slave, to see how their aged laces kindle with en-

thusiasm when they speak of the kindness of ' Old Master,' and of ' Massa Jackie comin' hum from college

in Philadelphia to help his father fight the British.' " On account of his uniform kindness to all, the fine

mansion of General Lillinirton was saved from the torch by the interposition of many of his Tory neighbors.

' Colonel Lillington. with the Wilmington battalion of minute-men, arrived at the bridge about four

hours before Caswell, with his larnrer force, made his appearance. Caswell, who was the senioi officer, took

command of the whole patriot army.
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for General M'Donald was loo ill to leave his tent. Finding a .small intrenchment next the

bridge quite empty, they concluded the Americans had abandoned the post. They had ad-

vanced to within thirty paces of the breast-work, when the Whigs, though unused to war,

arose from their concealment, bravely confronted the foe, and for ten minutes the contest

was fierce and bloody. Captain MLeod was killed at the beginning of the battle. Cap-

tain John Campbell, the next in command, soon fell, mortally wounded. At that moment,

Lieutenant Slocum, of the patriot army, with a small detachment, forded the stream, pene-

trated the swamp on its western bank, and fell with vigor upon the rear of the Loyalists.'

The Scotchmen were routed and dispersed, and many of them were made prisoners. Among

the latter were General M'Donald, and also the husband of Flora. The Loyalists lost sev-

enty men in killed and wounded ; the Americans had only two Avouuded, and one of them

survived.^ Colonel Moore arrived soon after the engagement ended, and that evening the

men of the united forces of the patriots slept souirdly upon the field of their victory.

The effect of this defeat of the Loyalists was of vast importance to the Patriot cause in

North Carolina. It exhibited the courage and skill of the defenders of liberty, and com-

pletely broke the spirit of the Loyalists. It prevented a general organization of the Tories,

and their junction with the forces under Sir Henry Clinton, which arrived in the Cape Fear

in May, upon which the royal power in the South depended for vitality. The opposers of

that power were encouraged, and the timid and wavering were compelled to make a decision.

The kindness extended to the prisoners and their families won the esteem of all, and many

Loyalists were converted to the Ptepublicau faith by the noble conduct of the victors.' The

plans of the governor, and of Sir Henry Clinton and Lord William Campbell, were, for the

time, completely frustrated, and Martin' soon afterward abdicated government, and took

' Mrs. EUett relates a noble instance of female heroism which this battle developed. The wife of Lieu-

tenant Slocum, whose home was sixty miles distant from the scene of conflict, had dreamed, after her hus-

band and his neighbors had departed with Caswell, that .'^he saw him lying dead upon the ground. She

awoke in great distress, arose, saddled a horse, and rode at full gallop in the direction the troops had taken.

Through that thinly-settled and swampy country she pressed on, and at nine o'clock in the morning she

heard the firing. As she came near the battle-ground, she saw a body lying in her husband's cloak, but it

pro\ed to be another man, who was wounded. She alighted, washed his face, bound up his wounds, and

was administering comfort to another wounded man, when Caswell and her astonished husband came up.

With true womanly feeling, she interceded for the life of the prisoner, attended to the wounded Loyalists

through the day, and at midni<fht started for home. She did not tell her husband of her dream until his

return. She rode one hundred and twenty-five miles in less than forty hours, and without one interval of

rest ! A mother's love, for she " wanted to see her child," impelled her to return with speed. The Caro-

linas were full of such heroic women as Mary Slocum when the storm of the Revolution swept over them.

—See Mrs. Ellett's Domestic History of the Revolution, page 46 ;
Women of the Revolution, i., 317-32L

^ The patriots captured thirteen wagons, three hundred and fifty guns and shot-bag.s, about one hundred

and fifty swords and dirk.«, and fifteen hundred excellent rifles.—Gordon, ii., 37.

^ The Provincial Congress issued a manifesto on the twenty-ninth of April, respectingr the Loj'alist.s, in

which Ihey averred, " We have their security in contemplation, not to make them miserable. In our power,

their errors claim our pity; their situaiion disarms our resentment. We shall hail their reformation with

increasing pleasure, and receive them among us with open arms We war not with helpless fe-

males wliom they have left behind ; we sympathize in their sorrow, and wish to pour the balm of pity into

the wounds which a separation from husbands, fathers, and the dearest relations has made. They are the

rishtful pensioners upon the charity and bounty of those who have aught to spare from their own necessi-

ties for the relief of their indigent fellow-creatures ; to such we recommend them." Had such noble sen-

timents iroverned Cornwallis and his oflicers when they subdued the Carolinas, a few years later, they might

have made their victory permanent. General M'Donald and his son, who held a colonel's commission, were

granted liberal paroles of honor; and, during the summer, the general and twenty-five of his fellow-prison-

ers were exchanged at Philadelphia.

^ Governor Josiah Martin was a

soldier by profe.ssion, and, in 1770, had

risen to the rank of major in the British

army. When Tryon was transferred ^y , , ,

to New York in 1771. Martin was ap- [/L/ fy^^/
pointed covernor of North Carolina, and '

was the last ro'yal chief ma<ristrate of that colony. He was a man of considerable ability, urbane

in manners, and sincerely desirous of promoting the best interests of the colony. After going to
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Organisation of Civil Government. Proclamation of Sir Henry Clinton. Desolation of Howe's I'lantation.

refuge on board the Bristol, the flag-ship of Sir Peter Parker.' Royal government in North
Carolina now ceased forever, and a brighter era in the history of the slate was opened.

The provincial council now labored vigorously in the elaboration of measures for the de-

fense of the colony, and the maintenance of liberty. A strong military establishment was
organized, and in each district a brigadier general was appointed, with an efBcient corps of

field-officers.'' On the eighteenth of December^ a state

government was formed under a Constitution,^ and, a few

days afterward, a device for a great seal of the commonwealth

was presented by a committee appointed for the purpose, and

adopted.'' In all their actions, the Carolinians exhibited the

aspect of men determined to be free, and conscious that hope for

reconciliation with the mother country was vain. A blow had

been struck which marked out the bright line of future opera-

tions. There could no longer be hesitation, and the line be-

tween Whigs and Tories was as distinctly drawn as that of the

twilight between the day and the night.

The siege of Charleston, and other events of the war which speedily followed the battle

on Moore's Creek, will be detailed hereafter. From this time until the close of the Revo-

lution, the military history of North Carolina is identified with that of the whole confederacy.

From the time of the battle on Moore's Creek until Cornwallis and his army overran the

Carolinas, there were no regularly organized bands of Loyalists in the "Old North State."

Here let us close the chronicle for a day, and ride on toward the fertile region of the

AUamance, after glancing at noteworthy objects in Hillsborough.

I employed the first morning of the new year,b in visiting places of interest at
^, ^^^ ^

which my attention was called was a small wooden building, represented in the engraving

on the next page, situated opposite the hotel where I was lodged. Cornwallis used it for

New York with Sir Henry Clinton, when driven from the colony, he joined the army, under Cornwallis,

and was in the battle near Camden, where Gates was defeated. He was with Cornwallis in Virginia, as

late as March, 1781, when impaired health caused him to leave. He went to New York, spent a part of the

summer at Roekaway, on Long Island, and then sailed for England. He died in London, in July, 1786.
Samuel Martin, who fought a duel with the celebrated John Wilkes in 1763, was the governor's brother.

His father was Colonel Samuel Martin, of Virginia, who lost a large estate by confiscation. Judge Mar-
tin, the historian of North Carolina, computes the population of that state, when Governor Martin fled and
the royal power ended, at one hundred and fifty thousand, more than one fifth of whom were slaves.

' Gordon, ii., 36, 37; Footc, 143-145: Martin, ii., 380-384. On the fifth of May, 1776, Sir Henry
Clinton issued a proclamation iVom the Pallas sloop of war, which declared North Carolina in a state of

rebellion, ordered all Congresses to be dissolved, and offered pardon to all penitents, except the arch-rebels

Cornelius Harnett and Robert Howe. The people laughed at him. Fired with indignation, he vented his

spite upon the property of Colonel Howe. On the twelfth, he sent Cornwallis and a marauding party of

nine hundred men on shore, who ravaged Howe's plantation in Brunswick, treated some women at his

house with brutality, burned some mills in the neighborhood, and then returned to the ships. Despairing

of success in that quarter, Clinton sailed with the British fleet of thirty vessels for New York.
- The following gentlemen were appointed brigadiers : Richard Caswell, of Newbern ; John Ashe, of Wil-

_. y~x mington
;
Thomas Person,* of Hillsborough

; Griffith Ruth-

j^^'t^^-^T'T't' <Jt-V (yf^'i^^'^-'X^—yi''-^ erford, of Salisbury
;
Edward Vail, of Edenton

;
and Allen

Jones, of Halifax.
^ The following gentlemen were appointed state officers under the Republican Constitution : Riciurd

CiSWELL, governor; James Gl.^sgow, secretary of state ; Cornelius Harnett, Thomas Person, Will-
iam Day, William Haywood, Edward Starkey, Joseph Leech, and Thomas Eaton, counselors of state.

'' The committee consisted of William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, and Thomas Burke. The seal then adopted

continues to be that of the state. The two figures represent respectively Liberty and Plenty. Liberty

holds the Constitution in one hand, and in the other a stafi', with the cap of freedom, indicating the security

of liberty by the Constitution. Clasped by one arm. Plenty holds a small bundle of wheat ears, and with

the other supports an overflowing cornucopia, indicating the generous fertility of the soil of North Carolina.

* Thomas Person had been one of the leading Regulators, and exceedingly active against the royal government. He was for

niimy years a member of the State Senate. Person Hall, of the university at Chapel Hill, North Carolina, was so named to

commemorate a munificent donation which he made to that institution.
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Localitiea at Hillsborough. Departure for the Allamance. Place of Pyle's Defeat.

Cornwall is's IIfad-qiarters.

ail office, (hiring his tarryings in Hillsborough, after driving General Greene out of the state

After sketching this, we visited the office of the Clerk of the Superior

,^v ira^ Court, and made the fac similes and extracts from its records, printed on

^^r~^Pi pages 573—4. We next visited the head-quarters of Cornwallis, a large

li::j
' frame building situated in the rear of Morris's HUhborougli Ilouiie, on King

.t i' Street. Generals Gates and Greene also occupied it when they were in

Hillsborough, and there a large number of the members of the Provincial

Congress were generally lodged. The old court-house, where the Regula-
CoRNWALLib

»
Of-

j^j.g performed their lawless acts, is no longer in existence. I was inform-

ed by Major Taylor, an octogenarian on whom we called, that it was a

brick edifice, and stood almost upon the exact site of the present court-house, which is a

spacious brick building, with steeple and clock.

The successor of the first was a wooden struc-

ture, and being removed to make room for the

present building, was converted into a place of

meeting for a society of Baptists, who yet wor-

ship there.!! Upon the hill near the Enis-
a 1849. . ^

.

copal church, and fronting King Street,

is the spot where the Regulators were hung.

The residence of Governor Tryon, while in Hills-

borough, was on Church Street, a little west of

Masonic Hall. These compose the chief objects

of historic interest at Hillsborough. The town

has other associations connected with the Southern campaigns, but we will not anticipate

the revealments of history by considering them now.

At one o'clock I exchanged adieus with the kind Dr. Wilson, crossed the Eno, and, pur-

suing the route traversed by Tryon on his march to the Allamance, crossed the rapid and

now turbid Haw,^ just below the falls, at sunset. I think I never traveled a worse road

than the one stretching between the Eno and the Haw. It passes over a continued series

of red clay hills, which are heavily wooded with oaks, gums, black locusts, and chestnuts.

Small streams course among these elevations ; and in summer this region must be exceed-

ingly picturesque. Now every tree and shrub was leafless, except the holly and the laurel,

and nothing green appeared among the wide-reaching branches but the beautiful tufts of

mistletoe which every where decked the great oaks with their delicate leaves and trans-

parent berries. Two and a half miles beyond the Haw, and eighteen from Elillsborough,

I passed the night at Foust's house of entertainment, and after an early breakfast, rode to

the place where Colonel Pyle, a Tory officer, with a considerable body of Loyalists, was de-

ceived and defeated by Lieutenant-colonel Henry Lee and his dragoons, with Colonel Pick-

ens, in the spring of 1781. Dr. Holt, who lives a short distance from that locality, kindly

accompanied me to the spot and pointed out the place where the battle occurred ; where

Colonel Pvle lay concealed in a pond, and where many of the slain were buried. The

place of conflict is about half a mile north of the old Salisbury highway, upon a " planta-

tion road," two miles east of the Allamance, in Orange county. Let us listen to the voices

of history and tradition.

In February, 1781, General Greene, then in command of the American army at the

South, accomplished a wonderful and successful retreat across North Carolina into Virginia,

closely pursued by Lord Cornwallis. This memorable retreat we shall consider presently.

' This view i.s from t'.ie piazza of the Union Hotel. The building is of logs, covered with clap-boards.

When James Jlonroe (afterward Pre.'^ident of the United State.s) visited the Southern army in 1780, as

military commissioner for Virginia, he used this building for his office while in Hillsborough.

^ The Haw River (which derives its name from the abundance of hawthorns in that region) rises in

Rookii)<rham and Guilford couniies, and in Chatham county unites with the Deep River, and forms the

northwest branch of the Cape Fear.
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Cornwallis at Hillsborough. Greene's Plans. Expedition under Lieutenant Colonel Lee. His Public Life

When Cornwallis was certified that Greene had escaped across the Dan with all his force,

baggajre, and stores, he ordered a halt,^ and, after refreshing his wearied troops,
,^^.^,.14,

moved slowly back to Hillsborough, and there established his head-qnarters.' His i'^'^'-

object was partially accomplished; he had not captured the "rebel army," but he had

driven it from the Carolinas, and he now anticipated a general rising of the Tories, to as-

sist him in crushing effectually the remaining Pvepublicanism at the South. Although

driven across the Dan, Greene had no idea of abandoning North Carolina to the quiet pos-

session of the enemy. In the fertile and friendly county of Halifax, in Virginia, his troops

reposed for a few days, and then they were called again to the field of active exertion. He

resolved to recruit his thinned battalions, and as soon as possible recrcss the Dan and con-

front Cornwallis.

Among the most active and efficient officers engaged in the Southern campaigns was

Henry Lee," at this time lieutenant col-

onel, in command of a corps of choice cav-

alry. He was in Greene's camp when

that general issued his orders to prepare

for recrossing the Dan into the Carolinas.

His patriot heart leaped for joy when the

order was given, and he was much grati-

fied when himself and General Pickens,

who commanded a body of South Caro-

lina militia, with Captain Oldham and

two companies of Maryland veteran mili-

tia, were directed'' to repass the
^, y^^ jg

Dan and reconnoitre the front i"^^-

of Cornwallis, for he burned to measure

strength with the fiery Tarleton. They

were sent by Greene to interrupt the in-

tercourse of Cornwallis with the country

surrounding his army at Hillsborough,

and to suppress every attempt of the

Loyalists to join him in force. This

proved necessary, for the British com-

mander issued a proclamation on the

twentieth of February, c inviting

the Loyalists to join his standard

at Hillsborough.

Lieutenant-colonel Lee crossed the

Dan on the eighteenth, and was followed

' Cornwallis remained in Hillsborough about ten days. While a detachment of his army lay at the Red

House, a short distance from the town, they occupied the Church of Hugh M'Aden, the first located mi.«-

sionary in North Carolina. Supposing M'Aden (then a short lime in his grave) to have been a rebel, be-

cause he was a Presbyterian, the British burned his library and papers. His early journal escaped the

flames.

—

Foole, 273.
•^ Henry Lee was born at the family seat, in Stratford (see page 423), on the twenty-ninth of January,

1756. He was educated at Princeton College, where he graduated in 1773. Fond of active life, and im-

bued with a military spirit, he soufjht and obtained the command of a company, in Colonel Bland's regi-

ment of Vircrinia volunteers, in 1776. He joined the Continental army in September, 1777, where he soon

attracted the favorable notice of Washington. He was promoted to the rank of major, in command of a

separate corps of cavalry. On the sixlh of November, 1780, Congress promoted him to lieutenant colonel,

and ordered him to join'the Southern army under General Greene, where his career was marked by great

skill and bravery. His military exploits and the honors conferred upon him by Congress, are noticed in

various places in this volume. In 1786, he was appointed a delegate to Congress, which position he held

until the adoption of the Constitution. In 1791, he succeeded Beverly Randolph as governor of Virginia,

and remained in office three rears. He commanded the forces, by appointment of Washington, which were
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Pursuit ofTarleton. Approach of Tories under Colonel Pyle. Conception of a Plan to Ensnare them.

by Pickens and Oldham. He sent out his scouts, and early on the morning of the nineteenth

he was informed by them that Tarleton and his legion were out toward the Haw reconnoi-

tering, and offering protection to the Loyahsts who were desirous of marching to Cornwal-

lis's camp. Lee and Pickens pushed on to gain the great road leading from Hillsborough to

the Haw. They ascertained that Tarleton had passed there the day before, and was prob-

ably then on the western side of the Haw. The next day^ the Americans cross-
•» Feb 21 . .

ed the Haw, and were informed that the Loyalists between that and the Deep

River were certainly assembling to join the earl. They also learned from a countryman

(a sort of passive Tory named Ephraim Cooke) that Tarleton's force consisted of most of

his cavalry, four hundred infantry, and two light field pieces ; and that he was encamped

about four miles distant with all the carelessness of confident security. Lee determined to

surprise him, and placed his little army in battle order for a quick march. They reached

the designated spot too late, for Tarleton had left and proceeded a few miles further, to the

plantation of Colonel William O'Neil, whose memory, if common report speaks true, de-

serves a greater share of the odium of his countrymen than the most bitter Tory, for by his

avaricious acts while claiming to be a Whig, he drove many of his neighbors to join the

ranks of the Loyalists." Two of Tarleton's officers, who were left behind, wei'e cap-

tured.

Lee now resolved to employ stratagem. His legion greatly resembled that of Tarleton,

and he made the country people believe that his was a detachment sent by Cornwallis to

re-enforce that officer. The two prisoners were commanded to favor the deception, under

b Feb '>') ^^® penalty of instant death. The legion took the van in the march, ^ with Lieu-
i''*^!- tenant-colonel Lee at the head, preceded, at the distance of a few hundred yards, by

a scout. The officer of the van soon met two well-mounted young men, who, believing him

to belong to a British re-enforcement, promptly answered an inquiry by saying that they

were " rejoiced to fall in with him, they having been sent forward by Colonel Pyle, the

commander of quite a large body of Loyalists, to find out Tarleton's camp, whither he was

marching with his followers." A dragoon "was immediately sent to Lee with this informa-

tion, and was speedily followed by the young men, who mistook •' Legion Harry" for Tarle-

ton, and, with the greatest deference, informed him of the advance of Colonel Pyle. Lee
dispatched his adjutant to General Pickens to request him to place his riflemen (among

whom were those of Captain Graham, ° who had just joined him) on the left flanlc, in a

place of concealment in the woods, while he himself should make an attempt to capture the

deceived Loyalists. Lee also sent one of the duped young men, with the dragoon who es-

corted them, to proceed to Colonel Pyle with his compliments, and his request " that the

colonel would be so good as to draw out his forces on the side of the road, so as to give con-

venient room for his (Lee's) much wearied troops to pass by without delay to their right

position." The other young countryman was detained to accompany Lee himself, whom he

supposed to be Tarleton. The van officer was ordered to halt as soon as he should perceive

the Loyalists. This order was obeyed ; and presently the young man who had been sent

to Colonel Pyle, returned with that officer's assurance that he was " happy to com])ly with

the request of Colonel Tarleton." It was the intention of Lee, when his force should ob-

tain the requisite position to have the complete advantage of Colonel Pyle, to reveal his real

name and character, demand the immediate surrender of the Tories, and give them their

sent to quell the whisky insurrection in Pennsylvania. He was a member of Congress in 1799, and was
chosen to pronounce a funeral oration at Washington, on the occasion of the death of the first president.

He wrote his Memoirs of the War in the Southern Department of the United States, in 1808. He was act-

ive in quelling a mob in Baltimore in 1814, and IVom wounds received at that time he never fairly recov-

ered. Toward the close of 1817, he repaired to the West Indies for the benefit of his health, but without

success. Returning, he stopped at Cumberland Island, near St. Mary's, in Georgia, to visit Mrs. Shaw,

the daughter of General Greene, where he died on the twenty-fifth of March, 1818, at the age of sixty-

two years. The names of Lee, Marion, Morgan, Sumter, and Pickens form a brilliant galaxy in the South-

en firmament of our Revolutionary history. ' See Carulhers's Life of Caldwell, page 213.
- Tlie father of the present Secretary of the Navy.
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Destruction of the Loyalists. Escape of Colonel Pyle. The Battle-Rround. Escape of Tarleton.

choice, to return quietly to their homes, after being disarmed, or to join the patriot army.

Thus far every thing had worked favorably to Lee's humane design.

Lee's cavalry first approached the Loyalists, who, happily for the furtherance of the plan,

were on the right side of the road ; consequently, the horsemen following Lee were obliged

to countermarch and confront the Loyalists. As Lee approached Colonel Pyle, the Loyal-

ists raised the shout, " God save the king I" He rode along the Tory column (who were

also mounted, with their rifles on their backs), and, with gracious smiles, complimented them

on their fine appearance and loyal conduct. As he approached Pyle and grasped his hand

(the signal for his cavalry to draw when he should summon the Tories to surrender), the

Loyalists on the left discovered Pickens's militia, and perceived that they were betrayed.

They immediately commenced firing upon the rear-guard of the American cavalry, com-

manded by Captain Eggleston.' That officer, as a matter of necessity, instantly turned

upon the foe, and this movement was speedily followed by the whole column. A scene of

dreadful slaughter followed, for the Loyalists, taken by surprise, could not bring their rifles

to bear before Lee had struck the fatal blow. Colonel Pyle commanded four hundred Loy-

alists ; ninety of them were killed in that brief moment, and a large portion of
^

the remainder were wounded. A cry for mercy arose from the discomfited

Tories, but the hand of mercy was stayed until the red arm of war had

placed the Americans beyond danger.^ Colonel Pyle was badly

wounded, and fled to the shelter of a small pond, which was en-

vironed and deeply shaded by a fringe of oaks, persimmons, haw-

thorns, crab-trees, and black jacks, trellised with the vines of the

muscadine. Tradition says that he laid himself under the wri-

ter, with nothing but his nose above it, un-

Pyle's Pond.3

til after dark, when he crawled out, made

his way home, and recovered. The place

of his concealment is yet known as " Pyle's

Pond," of which the engraving is a correct

view, as it appeared when I visited the spot «>-

in 184 9. =1 It is on the verge of a

cultivated field, of some six acres,

half a mile northwest from the Salisbury road. Its dense fringe is gone, and nothing indi-

cates its former concealment but numerous stumps of the ancient forest.

Lee and Pickens did not pursue the retreating Loyalists; but, anxious to overtake Tarle-

ton, who was at Colonel O'Neil's, upon the Greensborough road, three miles northward, he

resumed his march, notwithstanding it was almost sunset. He halted within a mile of

O'Neil's, and encamped for the night, where they were joined by Colonel Preston and three

hundred hardy mountaineers from Virginia, who had hastened to the support of Greene.

At ten o'clock in the morning, the Americans formed for attack, when it was ascertained that

Tarleton, alarmed by the exaggerated stories of some of the survivors of Pyle's corps, who
made their way to his camp, had hastened to obey the orders of Cornwallis, just received, and

was moving toward the Haw. The Americans pursued him as far as that river, when they

halted, and Tarleton, after a narrow escape at the ford, returned in safety to Hillsborough.

" Fortune, the capricious goddess," says Lee, " gave us Pyle, and saved Tarleton."*

' Captain Egsleston was one of the most efficient cavalry officers in Lee's legion, during tlie campaigns

further south the same year. We shall meet him hereafter.

^ In this action the Americans did not lose a single man, and only one horse. The generally accurate

and impartial Stedman, influenced, doubtless, by wrong information, called the event a "massacre ;" says

that " no quarter was granted" when asked
;
and that '' between two and three hundred of them were inhu-

manly butchered while in the act of begging for mercy."

—

History of the American War, ii., 334.

^ About a quarter of a mile northwest from this pond, is the spot where the battle occurred. If. was then

heavily wooded ;
now it is a cleared field, on the plantation of Colonel jMichael Holt. Mr. Holt planted

an apple-tree upon the spot where fourteen of the slain were buried in one grave. Near by, a persimmon-

tree indicates the place of burial of several others. * Memoirs, page 160.
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The Allamance. Factory Labor. Regulator Battle-ground. Greensborough.

CHAPTEFv XXIIT.

" Cornwallis led a country dance

;

The like was never seen, sir

;

Mncli retron;rade, and much advance,

And all with General Greene, sir.

They rambled up and rambled down.

Joined hands, and off they ran, sir;

Our General Greene to old CharJestown,

And the earl to Wilmington, sir.'

There was Greene in the South
;
you must know him

—

Whom some called a " Hickory Quaker ;"'

But he ne'er turned his back on the foeman,

Nor ever was known for a SImkcr.''—William Elliot.

LEFT the place, of Pyle's- defeat toward noon, and, following a sinuous and

seldom-traveled road through a forest of wild crab-apple trees and black

jacks, crossed the Allamance at the cotton-factory of Holt and Carrigan,

two miles distant.^ Around this mill quite a village of neat log-houses,

occupied by the operatives, were collected, and every thing had the ap-

pearance of thrift. I went in, and was pleased to see the hands of intel-

ligent white females employed in a useful occupation. Manual labor by

white people is a rare sight at the South, where an abundance of slave

labor appears to render such occupation unnecessary ; and it can seldom be said of one of

our fair sisters there, " She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff,"*

This cotton-mill, like the few others which I saw in the Carolinas, is a real blessing, present

and prospective, for it gives employment and comfort to many poor girls who might other-

wise be wretched ; and it is a seed of industry planted in a generous soil, Avhich may here-

after germinate and bear abundant fruit of its kind in the midst of cotton plantations, there-

by augmenting immensely the true wealth of the nation.

At a distance of two miles and a half beyond the Allamance, on the Salisbury road, I

reached the Pwegulator battle-ground ; and, in company with a young man residing in the

vicinity, visited the points of particular interest, and made the sketch printed on page 577.

The rock and the ravine from whence James Pugh and his companions (see page 576) did

Buch execution with their rifles, are now hardly visible. The place is a few rods north of

the road. The ravine is almost filled by the washing down of earth from the slopes during

eighty years; and the rock projects only a few ells above the surface. The whole of the

natural scenery is changed, and nothing but tradition can identify the spot.

While viewing the battle-ground, the wind, which had been a gentle and pleasant breeze

from the south all the morning, veered to the northeast, and brought omens of a cold storm.

I left the borders of the Allamance, and its associations, at one o'clock, and traversing a very

hilly country for eighteen miles, arrived, a little after dark, at Greensborough, a thriving,

compact village, situated about five miles southeast from the site of old Guilford Court

House. It is the capitol of Guilford county, and successor of old Martinsburg, where the

' These lines form a part of a song which was very popular at the close of the war, anil was sung to

the air of '" Yankee Doodle."'

^ This factory, in the midst of a cotton-growing country, and upon a never-failing stream, can not be

otherwise than a source of great profit to the owners. The machinery is chiefly employed in the manufac-

ture of cotton yarn. Thirteen hundred and fifty spindles were in operation. Twelve looms were employed

in the manufacture of coarse cotton goods suitable for the use of the negroes. => Proverbs, xxxi., 19.
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Fire in Greensborough. The Guilford Battle-ground. Gates superseded by Greene

court-house was formerly situated. "Very few of the villages in the interior of the stale

appeared to me more like a Northern town than Greensborough. The houses are gener-

ally good, and the stores gave evidences of active trade. Within an hour after my arrival,

the town was thrown into commotion by the bursting out of flames from a large frame

dwelling, a short distance from the court-house. There being no fire-engine in the place,

the flames spread rapidly, and at one time menaced the safety of the whole town. A small

keg of powder was used, without effect, to demolish a tailor's shop, standing in the path of

the conflagration toward a large tavern. The flames passed on, until confronted by one

of tho-se broad chimneys, on the outside of the house, so universally prevalent at the South,

when it was subdued, after four buildings were destroyed. I never saw a population more

thoroughly frightened ; and when I returned to my lodgings, far away from the fire, every

bed in the house was packed ready for flight. It was past midnight when the town be-

came quiet, and a consequently late breakfast delayed my departure for the battle-field at

Guilford Court House, until nine o'clock the next morning.

A cloudy sky, a biting north wind, and the dropping of a few snow-flakes when I left

Greensborough, betokened an unpleasant day ibr my researches. It was ten o'clock when

I reached Martinsville, once a pleasant hamlet, now a desolation. There are only a few

dilapidated and deserted dwellings left ; and nothing remains of the old Guilford Court

House but the ruins of a chimney, depicted on the plan of the battle, printed on page 60fe.

Only one house was inhabited, and that by the tiller of the soil around it. Descending

into a narrow, broken valley, from Martinsville, and ascending the opposite slope to still

higher ground on the road to Salem, I passed among the fields consecrated by the events of

the battle at Guilford, in March, a 1781, to the house of Mr. Hotchkiss, a Quaker,

who, I was informed could point out every locality of interest in his neighborhood.

Mr. Hotchkiss was absent,

and I was obliged to wait

more than an hour for his

return. The time pass-

ed pleasantly in conver-

sation with his daughter,

an intelligent young lady,

who kindly ordered my
horse to be fed, and I'e-

galed me with some fine

apples, the first fruit of

the kind I had seen since

leaving the James River.

While tarrying there, the

snow began to fall thickly,

and when, about

noon, I rambled

over the most in-

teresting portion of

the battle-ground,

and sketched the

scene printed on page

611, the whole country

M'as covered with a white

mantle. Here, by this

hospitable fireside, let us

consider the battle, and

those wonderful antece-

dent events which distin-

guished General Greene's

celebrated Retreat.

After the unlucky bat-

tle near Camden, where

General Gates lost the

laurels he had obtained at

Saratoga, Congress per-

ceived the necessi-

ty of appointing a

more efficient com

mander for the ar-

my in the South-

ern Department.

and directed General Washington to make the selection. The commander-in-chief appoint-

ed General Nathaniel Greene,'' late the quarter-master general, who immediately
,, ort. 30.

proceeded to his field of labor.' Passing through Delaware, Maryland, and Vir- i^^O-

1 Nathaniel Greene was born of Quaker parents, at Warwick, in Rhode Island, in 1746. Hi.s father was

an anchor smith, and in that business Nathaniel was trained. While jet a boy, he learned the Latin lan-

euage, and by prudence and perseverance he collected a small library while a minor. The perusal of

military history occupied much of his attention. He had just attained his majority, when his abilities were

so highly estimated, that he was chosen a representative in the Legislature oi' Rhode I.sland- Fired with
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Greene's Arrival in Carolina. Courtesy of Gates. Disposition of the belligerent Armies.

ginia, he ascertained what supplies he was likely to obtain from those states ; and leaving

the Baron Steuben to direct the defense of Virginia, and to raise levies and stores for the

Southern army, he proceeded to Hillsborough, the seat of government of North Carolina.

Governor Nash received him with joy, for the dangers which menaced the state were im-

minent. After remaining there a few days, he hastened on to Charlotte, the head-quarters

of the army. General Gates received him with great respect, and on the day after his

Pgp 2 arrival he took formal command of the army.^ Gates immediately set out for

1780. the head-quarters of Washington (then in New^ Jersey, near the Hudson), to submit

b Oct 5 ^° ^" inquiry into his conduct, which had been ordered by Congress. b From
I'^'SO- that time until the commencement of his retreat from the Caroliiias, Greene was

exceedingly active in the arrangement of the army, and in wisely directing its move-

ments.

His first arrangement was to divide his army into two detachments, the largest of which,

under himself, Avas to be stationed opposite Cheraw Hill, on the east side of the Peedee

River, in Chesterfield District, upon a small stream called Hick's Creek, about seventy miles

to the right of Cornwallis, who was then at Winnsborough, in Fairfield District. The other,

composed of about one thousand troops, under General Morgan, was placed some fifty miles

to the left, near the junction of the Broad and Pacolet Rivers, in Union District. Cornwal-

lis sent Colonel Tarleton, with a considerable force, to disperse the little army of Morgan,

c Jan 17 ^'^^ ®°°^ ^^^ memorable battle of the Cowpens occurred, c in which the Americans
1781. were victorious. Tarleton, with the remnant of his troops, retreated precipitately

to the main army of Cornwallis, who was then at Turkey Creek ;, and Morgan, in the even-

ing of the same day, crossed the Broad River, and moved, by forced marches, toward the Ca-

tawba, to form a junction with the division of General Greene.

When Cornwallis heard of the defeat of Tarleton and the direction that Morgan had

taken, he resolved on pursuit, with the hope of regaining the prisoners taken at the Cowpens,

and of demolishing the Americans before they could reach the Catawba. He was joined

on the eighteenth by General Leslie and his troops, from Camden. To facilitate his

march, he ordered all the superfluous baggage and wagons to be destroyed^ at Ram-

military zeal, and ardent patriotism, young Greene resolved to take up arms for his country, when he heard
of the ba'tle at Lexington. He was appointed to the command of three regiments in the Army of Observa-

tion, raised by his state, and led them to Roxbury. In consequence of this violation of their discipline, the

Quakers disowned him. General Washincfton soon perceived his worth, and in August the followinfT year,

Congress promoted him from the office of brigadier of his state militia to that of major general in the Con-
tinental army. He was in the battles at Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, and Germantown. In jNIarch,

1778, he was appointed quarter-master general, and in June was engatjed in the battle of Monmouth. He
resigned his office of quarter-master general in 1780, and was succeeded by Timothy Pickering. He took

the command of the Southern Department, December third, 1780, and in February following made his fa-

mous retreat. He engacred in the battle of Guilford, in March, 1781, when he was defeated. In April

following, he fought with Lord Rawdon, near Camden, where he was again defeated, but retreated in good
order, and soon afterward captured several British posts in South Carolina. He besieged Fort Ninetv-Six

in May, but was unsuccessful. On the eighth of September, he gained a partial victory at Eutaw Sfirings,

for which Congress presented him with a British standard and a gold medal. This engagement closed the

war in South Carolina. He returned to Rhode Island at the conclusion of the war. He went to Gcfjrgia

in 1785 to look after an estate belonginnr to him near Savannah. While walking one day, in June, without

an umbrella, he was "sun struck," and died on the nineteenth of that month, in 1786, at the age of forty-

six years. His body was buried in a vault in Savannah, on the same day, but owing to negligence in des-

ignating the one, a search for his remains, in 1820, was unsuccessful. No man living can now point out

the sepulchre of that ablest of Washington's generals. On the eiirhth of August following, Concress adopt-

ed the following resolution : "That a monument be erected to Nathaniel Greene, Esq., at the seat of the

Federal <Tovernmcnt, with the followino; inscription : Sacred to the memory of Nathaniel Greene. Esq., a
native of the State of Rhode Island, who died on the nineteenth of June, 1786; late major general in the

service of the United States, and commander of their army in the Southern Department. The United

States, in Conirress assembled, in honor of his patriotism, valor, and ability, have erected this monument."
The Board of Treasury vi-as directed to take action for the due execution of the foregoing resolutions.

In person General Greene was rather corpulent, and above the common size. His complexion was fair

and florid
; his countenance serene and mild. His health was generally delicate, but was preserved by tem-

perance and exercise.
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Greene in Co-operation with Morgan. Conference of the Commanders. Battle at Ramsour's Mills. General Rutherford.

sour's Mills, on the south fork of the Catawba.' In the mean while, General Greene had
been apprised of the battle and the result, and on the same day when Cornwallis commenced
pursuit, he ordered Brigadier Stevens to march with his Virginia militia (whose term of

service was almost expired) by way of Charlotte, to take Morgan's prisoners and conduct

them to Charlottesville, in Virginia. Greene, anxious to confer with Morgan personally, left

the camp on the Pedee, under the command of General Huger and Colonel Olho H. Will-

iams, and started, with one aid and two or three mounted militia, for the Catawba.

a

On the route he was informed of Cornwallis's pursuit, and immediately sent an e.x-

press to Huger and Williams to break up the camp, and march with all possible dispatch to

form a junction with Morgan's light troops at Salisbury or Charlotte. Greene reached Sher-

rard's Ford, on the Catawba, on the thirty-first, where he had an interview with Morgan,
and directed his future movements.

' At this place a severe battle was fought on the twentieth of June, 1780, between a body of North
Carolina militia and a large force of Loyalists. Early in June, General Rutherford* was in command of

more than five hundred North Carolina militia, and was in the vicinity of Charlotte. Having received in-

telligence that the Tories were embodying in arms beyond the Catawba, in Tryon count)', he issued orders

to commanders in the vicinity to arouse the militia for the dispersion of those men. Ramsour's Mills, in

the present county of Lincoln, on the south fork of the Catawba, was their place of rendezvous, and toward
that point he marched, he having received intelligence that Lord Rawdon had retired to Camden. The
Tories were assembled under Colonels John Moore and Major Nicholas Welch, to the number of almost
thirteen hundred, on the twentieth of June. On Sunday, the eighteenth, having concentrated the militia of

Mecklenburg, Rowan, and neighborhood, Rutherford proceeded to the Catawba, and crossed that river at the

Tuckesege Ford, on the evening of the nineteenth. He dispatched a messenger to Colonel Francis Locke,
of Rowan, informing him of the state of affairs, and orderins- him to form a junction with him between the

Forks of the Catawba, sixteen miles from Ramsour's. That officer, with the militia under several other sub-

ordinate commanders, in all about four hundred men, encamped on the nineteenth on Mountain Creek, hi<''her

up on the Catawba, above Beattie's Ford, and also sixteen miles from Ramsour's. At a council of the olR-

cers, junction with Rutherford, who was about thirty-five miles distant, was not deemed prudent, and they

resolved to attack the Tories without delay. Colonel Johnson, one of their number, was dispatched to ap-

prise General Rutherford of the situation of affairs. He reached Rutherford's camp at ten o'clock the

same niijht.

Late in the evening of the nineteenth, Colonel Locke and his companions commenced their march, and at

daylight the following morning they were within a mile of the enemy's camp. The latter were upon a
high hill, three hundred yards east of Ramsour's Mill, and half a mile from the present village of Lincoln-

ton. Their position was very advantageous, and as there were but few trees upon the slope, they could

fire effectually upon an approaching foe. The companies of Captains Falls, M'Dowell, and Brandon,
of the patriot army, were on horseback, and led on to the attack ; the footmen were under the immediate
command of Colonel Locke. The Tories were surprised. Their pickets fired when the patriots appeared,

and then retreated to the camp. For a moment the Tories were confused, but, recovering, they poured

such a deadly fire upon the horsemen, who had pursued the pickets to the lines, that they were compelled
to fall back. They rallied, and soon the action became general. Captain Hardin now gained the riffht

flank of the Tories, while the action was warm in the center. In two instances the [larties were so close

that they beat each other with the buts of their guns. The Whigs soon drove the Tories from the hill,

when they discovered them collected in force on the other side of the mill stream. Expectino- an imme-
diate attack, messengers were sent to urge Rutherford forward. They met him within six miles of Ram-
sour's, pushing on with all possible haste. Major Davie, with his cavalry, started off" at full gallop, followed

by Colonel Davidson's infantry. They were met within two miles of Ramsour's, with the intelligence that

the Tories had retreated. Rutherford marched to the scene of action, and there encamped. The conflict

was very severe, and seventy men were left dead on the ground. As all were in "citizen's dress." it was
difficult to distinguish the Whigs from the Tories among the dead. It is believed that each partv had an
equal number killed. About one hundred men on each side were wounded. Fifty Tories were taken

prisoners. A terrible voice of wail went up from that battle-field the next day, when the relatives of the

slain came there in search of them.

* Griffith Rutherford was an Irishman by birth, brave and patriotic, but uncultivated in mind and manners. He resided west
of Salisbury, in the Locke settlement, and in 177.5 repre-

sented Rowan county in the Convention at Newbern. In

1776 he led a large force into the Cherolcee country, and
assisted the people of South Carolina in destroying tlieir

cornfields and villages. He was appointed a brigadier by
the Provincial Congress, in April, 1776. He commanded a

brigade in the battle near Camden, in August, 1781, and was taken prisoner by the British. He was exchanged, and was in com-
mand at Wilmington when that place was evacuated by the British at the close of the war. He was a state senator in 1784,

and soon afterward removed to Tennessee, where he died. A county both in North CaroUna and Tennessee bears his name.
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Morgan pursued by Cornwallis. Narrow Escape of the former. Passage of the Catawba by Cornwallis's Army.

The pursuit by Cornwallis had been keen and untiring. He had kept between the Broad

and the Catawba Pt^ivers, and his sole efforts were to reach the lords toward which Morgan

was pressing, in time to cut him off. Morgan's march was equally rapid, and he crossed

the Catawba at the Island Ford, on the northern border of the present Lincoln county, with

his prisoners and baggage, tv^o hours before the arrival of the British van-guard, under Brig-

, „o adier-o-cneral O'Hara.a It was sunset, and the earl, confident of his prey, postponed
a Jan. 28, f'

r i i T) • r n
HBi. further pursuit until morning. This delay was fatal to his success. rvaui fell

copiously during the night, and in the morning the Catawba Avas brimful, and entirely uii-

fordable. Thus it remained for forty-eight hours ; and in the mean while Morgan's prisoners

were sent forward to a place of safety, and measures were adopted to dispute the passage of

the river with the British. Had the flood in the river happened a few hours earlier, Mor-

gan's little army must have been lost. The event was properly marked by the friends of

liberty as the tangible interposition of Providence. The arrival of Greene, at this juncture,

was equally providential ; for Morgan had resolved upon a line of retreat which must have

proved fatal. Greene interposed counter orders, and the whole army was saved.

When the waters subsided, Cornwallis resumed his pursuit. Lieutenant-colonel Webster,

with a small detachment, moved toward Beattie's Ford, to give the impression that the

British army would cross there ; while Cornwallis, decamping at midnight with the main

body, moved rapidly toward Cowan's Ford,

six miles below. This was a private crossing-

j)lace, and the earl supposed he would thus

elude the vigilance of Greene and Morgan. It

was a miscalculation, as numerous camp-fires

assured him when he approached the ford, a

little before dawn-l^ General David- tpp^.i

son, the commander in Salisbury Dis- ^'^i-

trict, who had arrived the day before with

three hundred North Carolina militia, was

sent by Greene, who was quartered at Salis-

bury,' to guard the ford and dispute its pas-

sage if attempted. Neglecting to place his

main body near the river, so as to make an

imposing appearance, he did not deter Corn-

wallis from proceeding to cross. The current

was rapid, the stream in many places waist-

deep, and almost five hundred yards wide, yet

the brave Britons, led on by General O'Hara,

plunged into the stream, and in the face of a

severe fire from Captain Graham's' riflemen, who were posted at the ford, pressed forward

1 Greene was quartered at Salisbury, in the house of Elizabeth Steele, a patriot of purest mold. She

had heard Greene ulter words of despondencj-, and her heart was touched. While he was at table, .she

brousht two bags full of specie, the earnings of years of toil, and presented them to him, saying, " Take

these^; for you will want them, and I can do without them." Greene was grateful
;
and before he left her

house he wrote upon the back of a portrait of the king, hanging in the room, ''0 George, hide thy face

and mourn!" and ihen hung it up, wiih the face to the wall. That portrait, with the writing, is in the

present possession of the Honorable David L. Swain, of Chapel Hill.

- Captain Joseph Graham was an excellent specimen of those young men of Carolina who flocked to the

army fi'Thtins; for independence. He was born in Pennsylvania, on the thirteenth of October, 1759. and at

the "age of seven years accompanied his widowed mother to North Carolina. He was educated at Queen's

Museum, in Charlotte, and was a spectator at the famous convention, held there in May, 1775. In May,

1778, at the a<re of nineteen, young Graham enlisted in the fourth regiment of North Carolina repular

troops, under Colonel Archibald Lyle. Marching northward, his commander received instructions to return

to Carolina, and Graham went home on furlough. He was called into active service in ihe autumn of that

year, and accompanied General Rutherford to the banks of the Savamiah, soon after the defeat of General

Ashe at Brier Creek. He was with General Lincoln while maneuvering against Prevost, and was in the

severe battle at Stono, in June, 1779. A fever prostrated him, and he returned home. While plowing in
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Success of the British. Death of General Davidson. British Account of the Contiict. Queen's Museum.

to the opposite bank.' The British reserved their fire until they had gained the shore, and

then, pouring a few volleys into the ranks of Graham, soon dispersed them. While ascend-

ing the bank, Colonel Hall, of the British army, was killed. General Davidson was sta-

tioned half a mile from the ford, with the main body of the militia. Hearing the firing, ho

hastened to the spot, with Colonel William Polk and the Pweverend Thomas M'Caule.

They arrived just as the Americans were about to flee. Davidson was the last upon the

ground, and as he turned to follow his troops he was shot dead by a rifle ball.'' The mili-

the field, he heard of the fall of Charleston and defeat of Bul'ord at the Waxhaw, and, like Cincinnatus, he

left the furrow to engage in public duties. He was appointed adjutant of the Mecklenburg regiment.

He was engaged in active service for some time, and fought the enemy with Major Davie, at Charlotte, in

the autumn of 1780. In that engagement he was cut down and severely wounded by a British dragoon.

He received six sabre and three bullet wounds. These confined him in the hospital for two months.

When recovered, he raised a company of mounted riflemen, and, with his fifty men, disputed the passage

of the British army at Cowan's Ford. With his company, and some troops from Rowan, he surprised and

captured a British guard at Hart's Mill, only a mile and a half from head-quarters at Hillsborough, and the

next day was with Lee when Pyle was defeated. He was engaged in active service all that summer, and

in September was appointed a major, and, with a pretty strong force, proceeded toward Wilmington to res-

cue Governor Burke, who had been abducted from Hillsborough by Fanning, a noted Tory, and his asso-

ciates. South of Fayetteville he encountered a band of Tories, and, after a severe skirmish, defeated them.

His force was only one hundred and thirty-six ; that of the Tories was six hundred. It was a brilliant

achievement. He was engaged in two or three other military enterprises soon afterward, when the sur-

render of Cornwallis caused a cessation of hostilities at the South. With this cam{)aign, Major Graham's

revolutionary services closed. In the course of four years (at the end of which he was only twenty-three

years of aire) he had commanded in fifteen engagements, and was greatly beloved by his companions.

Major Graham was elected the first sherill'of Mecklenburg, after the close of the war, and, in 1787, mar-

ried a daughter of John Davidson, one of the members of the famous JNIecklenburg Convention. By her he

had twelve children, the youngest of whom, the Honorable William A. Graham, is now (1852) Secretary of

the Navy of the United States. Soon after his marriage, he erected iron-works, and settled in Lincoln

county, eight iiiiles from Beattie's Ford, where he lived forty years, and died. In 1814, one thousand men

were raised in North Carolina to assist the Tennessee and Georgia volunteers against the Creek Indians.

Graham was urgently solicited to take the command. He consented, and received the commission of ma-

jor general. He arrived with his corps just as the Creeks had submitted to Generals Jackson, Cofiee, aiid

Carroll, after the battle at the Horse Shoe. For many years after that war, General Graham was the senior

officer of the fifth division of the state militia. Temperate in all things, he enjoyed remarkable health until

about the time of his death, which occurred from apoplexy, on the twelfth of November, 1836, at the age

of seventy-seven years. His honored remains lie in a secluded spot, near the great road leading from

Beattie's Ford to Lincolnton.

' Sledman, an eye-witness, from whose work the plan is copied, gives the following account of the

passage of the river. This description illustrates the plan. " The light infantry of the guards, led by Col-

onel Hall, first entered the water. They were followed by the grenadiers, and the grenadiers by the bat-

talions, the men marching in platoons, to support one another against the rapidity of the stream. When
the light infantry had nearly reached the middle of the river, they were challenged by one of the enemy's

sentinels. The sentinel having challenged thrice and received no answer, immediately gave the alarm by

discharging his musket
;
and the enemy's pickets were turned out. No sooner did the guide [a Tory] who

attended the light infantry to show them the ford, hear the report of the sentinel's musket, than he turned

round and left them. This, which at first seemed to portend much mischief, in the end proved a fortunate

incident. Colonel Hall, being forsaken by his guide, and not knowing the true direction of the ford, led the

column directly across the river, to the nearest part of the opposite bank. This direction, as it afterward

appeared, carried the British troops considerably above the place where the ford terminated on the other

side, and where the enemy's pickets were posted, so that when they delivered their fire the light infantry

were already so far advanced as to be out of the line of its direction, and it took place angularly upon the

grenadiers, so as to produce no great efl'ect."

—

History of the American War^ ii., .328.

^ General William Davidson was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in 1746. His family went to

North Carolina (Rowan county) when he was four years old. He was educated at Queen's Museum,* an

* Tliis building stood upon the site of the present residence of \V. J. Alexander, Esq.. nnd was better known during the Rev-

olution as Liberty Hall Acadtmy. Previous to the estiil)Ushment of an institution of learning here, there were but two char-

tered seminaries in the province; one at Edenton, and the other at Newbern. In these none but members of the Established

Church were allowi?d to hold official station. The Presbyterians, who were very numerous, resolved to have a seminary of

their own, and applied for an unrestricted charter for a college. It was granted ; but. notwithstanding it was called Queen's

College, in compliment to the consort of the king, and was located in a town called by her name, and a county ot the same

name as her birth-place, the charter was repealed in 1771 by royal decree. The triple compliment was of no avail. It contin-

ued to exist, nevertheless, and the first Legislature under the State Constitution, in 1777, gave it a charter under the title ot Lib-

erty Hall Academy. The people of Mecklenburg would not allow any preference to be given to one religious denomination over

another in the management of the affairs of the institution ; and with firmness they pressed forward, with a determination
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Dispersion of Militia. Commencement of Greene's Retreat. His Passage of the Yadkin. Cornwallis again foiled.

tia were entirely routed ; and all the fords being abandoned, Cornwallis, with the whole royal

army, crossed the Catawba without further molestation.' The militia reassembled at Tar-

rant's tavern, about ten miles distant. Tarleton, who had been sent with his cavalry in pursuit,

hastened to their rendezvous, made a furious charge, broke through their center, killed quite

a number, and dispersed the whole. A heavy rain had injured their powder, and they were

not prepared to fight. The loss of General Davidson, and the total dispersion of the militia,

greatly dispirited the patriots in that region, and Toryism again became bold and active.

Now fairly commenced the great race between Greene and Cornwallis ; the goal was

the Dan, the prize the possession of the Carolinas.

General Greene had hoped, by guarding the fords on the Catawba with the light troops

under Morgan, to prevent the passage of the British army until Huger and Williams should

arrive with the other divisions of the American forces. The passage at Cowan's Ford de-

stroyed these hopes, and Morgan and his light troops retreated precipitately toward the Yad-

kin. The detachment of Lieutenant-colonel Webster crossed at Beattie's Ford, and joined

Cornwallis the next day, a on the road to Salisbury, five miles from the crossing-place.

The royal army rested at Salisbury' that night, and the next morning started in pur-

suit of Greene and Morgan. These officers did not aw^ait the dawn, but passed the Yad-

kin at Trading Ford (see cut on opposite page), while Cornwallis was slumbering ; and when,

on the morning of the third, the earl hastened to strike a fatal blow on the banks of that

stream, the Americans were beyond his reach, and Providence had again placed an impassa-

ble barrier of water between them. Another copious rain in the mountains had swollen the

Yadkin to a mighty river. The horses of Morgan had forded the stream at midnight, and

the infantry passed over in bateaux at dawn. These vessels were secured on the east shore

of the Yadkin, and Cornwallis was obliged to wait for the waters to subside before he could

cross. Again he had the Americans almost within his grasp. A corps of riflemen were

yet on the west side when O'Hara, with the van-guard, a])proached, but these escaped across

the river, after a smart skirmish of a few minutes. Nothing was lost but a few wagons

belonging to the Whigs who were fleeing with the American army, with their efiects.

Greene now pushed on toward Guilford Court House, where he arrived on the sev-

institution at Charlotte, where many of the patriots of Carolina were instructed ;
and when the war broke

out, he took up arms. Ho was major of one of the first regiments raised in Carolina, but first saw active

service in New Jersey. In November, 1779. he was detached to re-

enforce Lincoln at the South. In a skirmish, near Calson's Mills, a

ball passed through his body, near the kidneys, but the wound was

not mortal. He was appointed brigadier after the battle of Camden,

in the place of Colonel Rutherford, who was made a prisoner there.

In the action at Cowan's Ford, on the first of Februar\', 1781, he was

shot throuiih the breast, and instantly fell dead. Congress, on the

twentieth of September ft)llowing, ordered a monument to be erected to his memory, at a cost not exceed-

ing $500 dollars.* General Davidson was a man of pleasing address. <Treat activity, and pure devotion.

' The loss on this occasion is not certainly known. Colonel Hall and three or four of the liij;ht infitntry

were killed, and between thirt}' and forty were wounded. The Americans lost Davidson, and about twentj

killed and wounded. Cornwallis's horse was .shot under him, and fell as soon as he got upon the shore.

O'Hara's horse tumbled over with him in the water, and other horses were carried down the stream.—Lee's

Memoirs, 137.
* It is related that while at Salisbury, the British officers were hospitably entertained by Dr. Anthony

Newman, notwithstanding; he was a Whig. There, in presence of Tarleton and others. Dr. Newman's two

little sons were engaged in playing the game of the battle of the Cowpens with grains of corn, a red grain

representing the British oflicers, and a white one the Americans. Washington and Tarleton were partic-

ularly represented, and as one pursued the other, as in a real battle, the little fellows shouted, "Hurrah for

Washington, Tarleton runs ! Hurrah for Washington !" Tarleton looked on foi* a while, but becoming

irritated, he exclaimed, " See those cursed little rebels."

to maintain both religious and political freedom. These principles, ever active, made Mecklenburg, the seat of this free institu-

tion of learning—"the most rebellious county in the state"—"(Ac Hornet's Nrst." No doubt the repealing of the charter by

royal authority, of this popular institution, operated powerfully in alienating the atfeetions of the people from the parent govern-

ment; for there, as in every dissenting community in America, the establishment of " the Church" as a dominant power among

them, was regarded with disfavor. Episcopacy and royalty appeared to be inseparable in interest, and concurrent in aristocratic

tendencies. * Journals of Congress, vii., 146.
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The Trading Ford. Numbers of the two Armies. Passage of the Yadkin by Cornwallis. His March resumed.

Feb., 1781.
entii.^ He had dispatched an order to Huger and Williams to march directly

to that point,

and join him there.

This order was prompt-

ly obeyed, and these offi-

cers, with their com-

mands, arrived there

on the same day with

Greene and Morgan.

Lieutenant-colonel Lee

and his legion, who had

been on an expedition to

Georgetown, seventy-

five miles below Che-

raw, overtook them on

their march, and that

gallant corps was now
added to the concentra-

ted strength of the Amer-

icans. The army, lying

at rest' on the slopes

around Martinsville, was
Trading Ford.= mustered on the eighth,

and amounted to about two thousand men, including five hundred militia. Of this number

nearly two hundred were superior cavalry. The army of Cornwallis in pursuit, was be-

tween two thousand five hundred and three thousand strong, of which three hundred were

mounted men.

Perceiving no prospect of the falling of the river, for the rain continued, Cornwallis

marched as rapidly as possible up the western side of the Yadkin to the shallow ford near

the present village of Huntsville, in Surrey county, where he crossed. There he was in-

formed of the junction of the two divisions of the American army, and the hope of keeping

them separate was extinguished. An attempt to intercept their march toward Virginia,

and compel Greene to fight or surrender, was now the chief object of the earl's solicitude.

Upon the success of this undertaking depended not only the maintenance of his power in

the Carolinas, but perhaps the actual existence of his army. He knew the inferiority of the

American army in numbers, and being assured that the rivers which lay between Greene

and Virginia were too much swollen to be forded, and the ferries too wide apart to furnish

a sufficient number of boats at one point to transport the retreating army across, he felt con-

fident of success. His lordship was now within twenty-five miles of Greene, at Guilford,

and nearer the shallow fords of the Dan than he was ; and on the ninth of February "^

he resumed his march with vigor, to gain a position in front of the Americans.

' Both divisions of the army were in want of rest. That of Morgan had been almost constantly in mo-
tion since the battle at the Cowpens, and had traveled one hundred and fifty miles

;
that of Huger had trav-

eled one hundred miles from the camp on the Pcdee, with bad wagons and poor teams, over an exceedingly

wretched road. Many marched without shoes over the frozen ground, and their footsteps were marked
with blood for many miles. No one can form an idea of the character of the roads in winter, at the South,

where the red clay abounds, without passing over them. Until I had done so, I could not appreciate the

difficulties experienced by the two armies in this race toward Virginia, particularly in the transportation

of barrpafje wagons or of artillery.

* This view of the Trading Ford, where Greene, with Morpan and his light troops, crossed the Yadkin, is

from the east side of the river. It is just at the foot of an island, about a mile and a half below the great

bridge on the road to Salisbury. The river is usually fordable between the island and the stakes seen in

the picture ;
below that point the water is deep. I made this sketch just at dawn on a cold frosty morn-

ing (January 5, 1849), the moon shining brightly in the west, and the nearer stars glittering in profusion

in the deep sky above.

IL Qq

b 1781.
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Greene's Resolution to continue his Retreat. Light Army organized. Colonel Williams. Line of March.

Greene, also aware of the inferiority of his forces, called a council of war,a when
" ^'"'^ ^'

it was resolved to avoid a battle, and retreat as rapidly as possible across the Dan

into the friendly districts of Virginia. A light arniy, designed to maneuver in the rear of

the Americans and in front of the pursuers, was formed out of Lee's legion, the regular bat-

talion of infantry under Colonel Howard, the cavalry under Colonel Washington, and a

small corps of Virginia riflemen under Major Campbell, in all about seven hundred men,

the flower of the Southern army. General Mor-

gan, who was worn down by fatigue, and tor-

tured by rheumatism, expressed a desire to quit

the service. Greene was embarrassed, for he

was at a loss how to supply the place of the

brave partisan, and wished him to command the

light corps just organized. Morgan declined,

and Greene bestowed the honor upon his deputy

adjutant general. Colonel Otho Holland Will-

iams, a brave young officer of the Maryland line,

who proved himself worthy of the confidence of

his commander.' Williams entered upon his

command on the morning of the tenth, and on

that day the whole army moved toward the Dan
' at a point seventy miles from Guilford Court

House.

The two armies moved in lines almost par-

y yj allel with each other, Greene on the right, and

/^^^^^"V/j^^'*^^>'^r-t^
Cornwallis on the left. Colonel Williams, with

v_/T //T A/'^-^y^ his light corps, took an intermediate road, to

watch the movements of the enemy. Lee's " par-

tisan legion," which maneuvered in the rear, was often in sight of O'Hara's van-guard.

Great vigilance was necessary at night to prevent a surprise, and so numerous were the

patrols, that each man on the march enjoyed only six hours sleep in forty-eight. Williams

always moved at three o'clock in the morning, so as to get a sufficient distance in advance to

partake of breakfast, the only meal they were allowed each day. Cornwallis was equally

active, and both armies made the extraordinary progress of thirty miles a day.

On the morning of the thirteenth, while a portion of the light troops were eating break-

fast at a farm-house, they were informed by a friendly countryman, who came from his

plow for the purpose, that the British army had left their direct route, and were only four

miles in the rear, upon the road they were marching. Lee dispatched Captain Mark Arm-

strong, one of the most efficient of his cavalry officers, to reconnoiter, and his whole camp

' Otho Holland Williams was born in Prince George county, Maryland, in 1748. His ancestors

were Welsh, and came to America soon after Lord Baltimore became proprietor of the province of Mary-

land. He was left an orphan at twelve years of age. He was a resident of Frederick county when the

war of the Revolution began, where he entered the military service as lieutenant of a rifle corps under Col-

onel Michael Cresap, and with that officer he went to Boston. He was afterward promoted to the com-

mand of his company. In 1776, he was promoted to major, and fought at Fort Washington with distinc-

tion. In that engagement he was wounded and captured, and for some time experienced the horrors of the

provost prison of New York. He was afterward exchanged for Major Ackland, captured at Saratoga.

Durins his captivity, he was appointed to the command of a regiment in the INIaryland line. He was

Gates's adjutant general during the campaign of 1780. When Gates collected the remnant of his army,

scattered at Camden, the Marylanders were formed into two battalions, constituting one regiment. To

Williams was assigned the command, with John Eager Howard as his lieutenant. When Greene assumed

the command of the Southern army, he perceived the value of Williams, and appointed him adjutant gen-

eral. In Greene's memorable retreat, and the subsequent battle at Guilford, Williams greatly distinguish-

ed himself; and at Eutaw Springs he led the celebrated charge which swept the field and gained the bloody

victory. Congress promoted him to the rank of brigadier ;
and at the close of the war he received the ap-

jwintment of collector of customs at Baltimore, which office he held until his death, which occurred on the

sixteenth o."" July, 1794. while on his way to a watering-place for the benefit of his health.
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Death of Lee'a Bugler. A Skirmish and Race. Eft'orts of both Parties to reach the Dhh.

was soon in commotion. Lee, with a considerable force, concealed himself in a wood, to

await the approach of the British van. Soon a / ^ /J

sharp firing was heard, and Captain Armstrong y^ y* x X//j( /
came dashing by where Lee was posted, with some '^-^/C^^^^'i^4rV^^^''y'^^y^^^y^*

of Tarleton's cavalry, under Captain Miller, in hot pursuit. Lee instantly

gained the road, and made such a fierce charge upon the pursuers that he
completely broke their ranks, killing a large number. Captain Miller was
made prisoner, and narrowly escaped hanging, for Lee charged him with the murder of his

bugler, a lad of eighteen, who, while hastening to Williams, was overtaken and sabred by
the British cavalry.' Lee was about to hang him upon a tree, when the British van ap-

peared, and Miller was sent on to General Greene as a prisoner of war. In this skirmish
eighteen of the British dragoons were killed

; the Americans lost only the little buo-ler.

The dead were buried by Cornwallis, an hour afterward.

In the course of the day another encounter occurred. Lee's troops had been deprived
of their morning meal, which Avas half cooked when the countryman gave the alarm. By
taking a road shorter and more secluded than the one passed by Williams, he hoped to gain
time to dine at a well-stocked farm. He did not apprehend a surprise, for the road was
only a by-way. He stationed a few videttes, however, to watch, and well he did. Just
as the horses were about to partake of their provender, and the soldiers of corn bread and
bacon, the videttes fired an alarm and came dashing toward the main body. Battle or

flight was the alternative. Before them was a swollen stream spanned by a sinfrle bridn-e ;

to gain and hold this, was an object of vital importance to Lee. His infantry were ordered
to run and take possession of it, while the cavalry prepared to cover a retreat. The van
of the British were surprised at this meeting, not being aware of the proximity of their foe.

and while halting to receive orders, Lee's troops had an opportunity to pass the bridge.

The British soon followed, and across a cultivated plain both parties sped with all their

might. The Americans had the strongest and fleetest horses, and, ascending a hill to its

summit, they entered upon the great road leading to Irwin's Ferry, on the Dan. All day
long O'llara, with the van of the British army, continued in pursuit, and was frequently in

sight of Lee's legion
; sometimes within rifle-shot. Thus again escaped this right arm of

the Southern army. Vigilance—sleepless vigilance alone, under Providence, preserved it.

The night that succeeded was dark, cold, and drizzly. Cornwallis and his whole army
were directly in the rear of the Americans, and now was his only chance for striking an ef-

fective blow, for another day, and Greene might be beyond the Dan. The British com-
mander resolved to push forward with the hope of overtaking his prey before mornino-. Will-
iams and the wearied troops of Lee were compelled to do the same to avoid an encounter.
They were ignorant of the position of Greene, and felt great anxiety for his safety. At
eight o'clock, they were much alarmed by the apparition of camp fires, a mile in advance,
supposing it to be the camp of Greene, and that Cornwallis would inevitably overtake him.
Williams prepared to confront and annoy the enemy while Greene should escape. This
sacrifice was unnecessary, for the camp fires were those Greene had lighted two nights be-

fore, and had been kept burning by friendly people in the neighborhood. With glad hearts
the light troops pressed forward, until assured that the enemy had halted for the night, when
they lighted fires, laid down, and slumbered for three or four hours.

Only forty miles now intervened between Cornwallis and the Dan. His rest was brief,

and before dawn he was again in pursuit. The roads, passing through a red clay region,

' The pony rode by the countryman who gave notice of the approach of the British was much jaded, and
when he went back with Armstrong, Lee ordered his young bugler to change horses with the planter.
Upon the jaded pony the bugler started for the ranks of Williams Tn advance. "The attacking party, under
Captain Miller, soon overtook the bugler, who, too small to carry a sword, was unarmed. The poor boy
was cut down, begging for mercy. Lee saw the transaction just' as he led his cavalry to the attack. He
was greatly exasperated, and held Captain Miller responsible for the deed. That officer charged the cru-
elty upon the drunkenness of some of his men, but Lee would listen to no excuse. Miller escaped, as we
have seen in the text. The bugler was left in the woods by the road side.
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Greene's Passage across the Dan. Passage of the whole Army. Disappointment of Cornwallis.

were wretched in the extreme, yet the pursued and the pursuers pushed forward rapidly.

It was the last stake for the prize, and eagerly both parties contended for it. During the

forenoon, only a single hour was allowed by the belligerents for a repast. At noon a loud

shout went up from the American host ; a courier, covered with mud, his horse reeking

with sweat, brought a letter to Colonel Williams from Greene, announcing the joyful tidings

^P^^ -^3 that he had crossed the Dan safely at Irtvins Ferry on the irreceding day.^

1781. That shout was heard by O'Hara, and Cornwallis regarded it as ominous of evil.

Still he pressed forward. At three o'clock, when within fourteen miles of the river, Will-

iams filed off toward Boyd's Ferry, leaving Lee to maneuver in front of the enemy. Will-

iams reached the shore before sunset, and at dark was landed upon the north side. Lee

sent his infantry on in advance, and at twilight withdrew with his cavalry, and galloped

for the river. When he arrived, his infantry had just passed in boats with safety. The

horses were turned into the stream, while the dragoons embarked in bateaux. At nine

o'clock, Lieutenant-colonels Lee and Carrington (the quarter-master general'), embarked in

the last boat, and before midnight the wearied troops were in deep slumber in the bosom

of Virginia. During the evening Cornwallis heard of the passage of Greene, and the escape

of Williams and his light troops. The Dan was too much swollen to be forded ; every

boat was moored upon the northern shore, and for the third time a barrier of water inter-

posed between the pursuer and pursued. The prize was lost, and with a heavy heart

Cornwallis moved slowly back toward Hillsborough, after resting his wearied troops for a

day. He had but one hope left, the promised general rising of the Tories in North Car-

olina, now that the "rebel army" was driven out of the state. Greene encamped in the

rich and friendly district of Halifax qounty, in Virginia, and there his wearied troops reposed

after one of the most skillfully conducted and remarkable retreats on record.'^ Upon this

' Lieutenant-colonel Edward Carrington was an exceedingly active officer. He had been detached with

that portion of the Virginia regiment ot' artillery retained with the main army, when some of his companies

had attended the Virginia line to the South,

and had been taken at the surrender of

Charlestown. On reaching North Carolina

with De Kalb, Colonel Harrison, commander
of the Virginia sirtillery, unexpectedly ar-

rived and assumed the command. On ac-

count of a misunderstanding with Harrison,

Carrington retired, and was afterward dis-

patched by Gates to superintend the exam-

ination of the Roanoke, to ascertain the readiest points of communication across it, to be used either in re-

ceiving supplies from Virginia or in retreating from North Carolina. Greene found him engaged in this

service. Aided by Captain Smith of the Maryland line, he explored the Dan, and made every preparation

for Greene to cross it with his army. Havinji completed his arrangements, he joined the army near the

Yadkin, and was one of the most active of Lee's officers in the retreat to the Dan. At this time he held

the office of quarter-master general of the Southern army, which office he filled with honor to himself and

the service. He was afterward engaged in the siege of Yorktown, where he commanded the artillery on

alternate days with Lamb and Stevens of New York. After the war, he was a representative in Congress

from his native state (Virtrinia). When Aaron Burr was tried for treason, Colonel Carrington was the

foreman of the jury. He died on the twenty-eighth of October, 1810, at the age of sixty-one years.—See

Lee's Memoirs.
^ Gordon, Ramsej', Lee, Tarleton, Stedman, &c. The distance traversed by the retreating army was

more than two hundred miles. It was in February, when the roads are worse than at any other season

of the year, sometimes very muddy, at others frozen hard. On the day after his passage, Greene sent the

following dispatch to Governor Jeffiirson :
" On the Dan River, almost fatigued to death, having had a re-

treat to conduct for upward of two hundred miles, maneuvering constantly in the face of the enemy, to give

time for the militia to turn out and get off our stores." Nothing of importance was loSt on the way, and

baggage and stores were safely crossed to the Virginia side. The condition of the army was wretched

respectinc clothing. The shoes were generally worn out, the body-clothes much tattered, and no more

than a blanket for four men. The light corps were a little better off, yet there was only one blanket for

three men. During the retreat from Guilford, the tents were never used
;
and Greene, in his note to Will-

iams announcing his passage of the Dan, declared that he had not slept more than four hours since he left

Guilford. The troops were allowed only one meal a day during the retreat. Before crossing, many of

the North Carolina militia deserted ; only about eighty remained. General Lillington (who was a col-
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Preparations to Recrocs the Dan. March of the Army toward Guilford. Maneuvers of the Belligerents.

movement all eyes were turned, and when the result was known the friends of liberty

every where chanted a loud alleluiah.

As we have observed (page 591), Greene soon prepared to recross the Dan, and attempt to

retrieve his losses in Carolina. We have considered the first movements toward the accom-

plishment of this object—the expedition of Lee and Pickens beyond the Haw, the defeat of

Pyle, and the retreat of Tarleton to Hillsborough. The success of this enterprise, the ar-

rival in camp of General Stevens, with six hundred Virginia militia, and the necessity of

making a demonstration before the Tories should rise, caused Greene to break up his camp

after a few days of repose. He recrossed the Dan on the twenty-third, a and this

event being made known, completely dispirited the Loyalists who Avere disposed to

join the royal army. The recruiting service stopped, and the friends of government, awed

by the fate of Pyle's corps, stood still. The situation of Cornwallis was full of peril. The
country around Hillsborough was speedily stripped of provision by his army,' and he found

it expedient to fall back and take a new position upon the south side of the Allamance, west

of the Haw.!" On the same day, Lee and Pickens, with their respective forces, joined
h Feb. 27

the main body of the American light infantry, and the whole corps crossed the Haw,
a little below the mouth of Buffalo Creek. Greene, with the main army augmented by the

North Carolina militia, crossed above Buffalo Creek the next morning, c and en-
. . . c Feb 2t

camped between Troublesome Creek and Reedy Fork. It was an meligible place

;

and, hoping to gain time for all his expected re-enforcements to come in, Greene constantly

changed his position, and placed Colonel Williams and his light corps between the two

armies, now within a score of miles of each other. Tarleton occupied the same relative

position to the British army, and he and Williams frequently menaced each other. Final-

ly, the latter having approached to within a mile of the British camp, Tarleton attacked

him,'^ and a brief but warm skirmish ensued. This encounter was sustained, on jjiarchs

the part of the Americans, chiefly by Lee's legion and Preston's riflemen. About ^^^'^

thirty of the enemy were killed and wounded. The Americans sustained no loss. In the

mean while, Greene's constant change of position, sometimes seen on the Troublesome Creek,

and sometimes appearing near Guilford, gave the impression that his force was larger than

it really was, and Cornwallis was much perplexed. Well knowing that the American army

was augmenting by the arrival of militia, he resolved to bring Greene to action at once.

Under cover of a thick fog, he crossed the Allamance, c hoping to beat up Will-

iams's quarters, then between that stream and Heedy Fork, and surprise Greene.

Williams's vigilant patrols discovered the approach of the enemy at about eight o'clock in

the morning, on the road to Wetzell's Mill, an important pass on the Pveedy Fork. Lee's

legion immediately maneuvered in front of the enemy, while Williams withdrew his light

troops and other corps of regulars and militia across the stream.' A covering party, com-

posed of one hundred and fifty Virginia militia, were attacked by Lieutenant-colonel Webster,

with one thousand British infantry and a portion of Tarleton's cavalry. The militia bold-

ly returned the fire, and then fled across the creek. The British infantry followed,' and met

onel at the battle on Moore's Creek), was sent with his corps to Cross Creek, to awe the Tories in that

quarter.
^ Stedman says (ii., 335), "Such was the situation of the Briti.sh army [at Hillsborough], that the author,

with a file of men, was obliged to go from house to house throughout the town, to take provisions from the

inhabitants, many of whom were greatly distressed by this measure, which could only be justified by ex-

treme necessity."

^ These consisted of quite a large body of militia, under Pickens
; a corps of cavalry, under Lieutenant-col-

onel William A. Washington ; some militia and riflemen, under Colonel Campbell, the hero of King's Mount-

ain ; and regular infantry, under Colonel John Eager Howard, who distinguished himself at the Cowpens.

^ Lee says, that in the woods, near the mill, where some riflemen were stationed, was an old log school-

bouse. In this building, twenty-five of the most expert marksmen, who were at King's Mountain, were

stationed by Lee, with orders not to engage in the general conflict, but to pick ofl^ otficers at a distance

When Webster entered the stream, and was slowly fording its rocky bed, the marksmen all discharged

their rifles at him in consecutive order, each certain of hitting him, yet not a ball touched him or his horse.

Thirty-two discharges were made without effect ! The hand of Providence shielded him on that day, but

soon he received a fatal wound, in a battle far more fierce and bloody.—Lee's Memoirs, 164.
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Skirmish on Reedy Fork. Augmentation of the American Army. Disposition of the two Armies.

with a severe attack from Campbell's riflemen and Lee's infantry. Webster was quickly

re-enforced by some Hessians and chasseurs, and the whole were supported by field-pieces

planted by Cornwallis upon an eminence near the banks of the stream. The artillery dis-

mayed the militia, which Williams perceiving, ordered them to retire. He followed with

Howard's battalion, flanked by Kirkwood's Delaware infantry and the infantry of Lee's

legion, the whole covered by Washington's cavalry.^ The day was far spent, and Corn-

wallis did not pursue. In this skirmish the Americans lost about fifty killed and wounded.

As soon as Greene heard of the approach of Cornwallis, he fell back across the head wa-

ters of the Haw with the main army, determined not to risk an engagement until the ar-

rival of re-enforcements, now fast approaching. In the mean while he changed his position

daily, and Cornwallis, who, unwilling to wear down his army by useless attempts to strike

the Americans in detail, had retired slowly to Bell's Mills on the Deep River, about thirteen

miles below the present Jamestown, could gain no positive information concerning him.°

At length, while encamped at Speedwell's iron-works, on Troublesome Creek, northeast of

Guilford, Greene was joined by a brigade of militia from Virginia, under General Lawson
;

two from North Carolina, under Generals Butler and Eaton ; and four hundred regulars,

raised for eighteen months. ^ He now felt strong enough to grapple with the earl,

» March 10.
^^^^ ^^^ j.^j^^ ^^^.^^ of Colonel Williams was incorporated with the main army.'

Crossing the Haw and Reedy Fork, Greene encamped in battle order near Guilford Court

House. iJ The movements of the two generals during the ten preceding days were
'' ^^^'"^^ ^^'

of great interest. They M^ere contending for a prize of the greatest value. One

false step by either party would have been his ruin. None were more interested spectators

than the Tories, from whom Cornwallis fondly anticipated aid. When Greene invited bat-

tle, they were utterly amazed, and not one dared lift his arm in defense of the king, the is-

sue being so doubtful.

Cornwallis, in the mean while, had advanced from Deep Reep River toward New Gar-

den (Quaker) meeting-house. Perceiving Greene's disposition to fight, he gladly prepared

to meet him. It was an event he had been trying to accomplish for more than six weeks.

Sending his baggage back to Bell's Mills, on the evening of the fourteenth, under a proper

escort, he moved forward at dawn the next morning,c with twenty-four hundred
• March 1.5.

j^^g^ gj^jgfly veterans. The vigilant Lee, with his legion, was near New Garden

1 Gordon relate.s that Sergeant-major Perry, and Quarter^master-sergeant Lumsford, of Lee's dragoons,

performed a very bold maneuver. They were separately detached, with four dragoons, to make observa-

tions. They sav\' sixteen or eighteen British horsemen ride into a farm-house yard in an irregular manner,

and some of them dismount. The two young men joined their forces, charged the horsemen, and, in sight

of Tarleton's legion, cut every man down. They then retired without a scar !—Gordon, iii., 172.

* Cornwallis first encamped, in this retrogade march, on the plantation of William Rankin, a Whig, and

then proceeded to the plantation of Ralph Gorrel, another wealthy patriot. The family were turned out

of doors, and sought shelter at a neighbor's house. The soldiers plundered and destroyed until the place

was made a desolation. On Sunday, the eleventh of March, the royal army proceeded to the plantation of

Reverend Dr. Caldwell, one of the most ardent Whigs in North Carolina, from the time of the Regulator

movement. The doctor was then in Greene's camp, at the iron-works on Troublesome Creek. His family

left the house, and retired to the smoke-house, where they remained twenty-four hours without food or a

bed, exposed to the abuse and profane language of the soldiery. Cornwallis occupied the house of Mr.

M'Cuistin, on the great road from the Court House to Fayetteville. Every thing but the buildings were

destroyed on the plantation of Dr. Caldwell. '• Every panel of fence on the premises was burned
;
every

particle of provisions was consumed or carried away ; every living thing was destroyed, except one old

•roose and nearly every square rod of ground was penetrated with their iron ramrods in search of hidden

Treasure." By command of the officers, the doctor's valuable library and papers—even the family Bible

—

w^•re burned in an oven near the house. All was made a desolation. Cornwallis had offered a reward of

oie thousand dollars to any one who should bring Dr. Caldwell into his camp. Dr. Caruthers, in his Life

of Caldwell, o-ives many painful descriptions of the sufferings of this good man and his faithful Rachel. Dr

Caldwell died in 1824, when in his hundredth year. His wife died in 1825, at the age of eighty-six.

^ The whole army fit for duty now consisted of 4243 foot, and 161 cavalry. It was composed of Huger's

brigade of Vir<rinia continentals, 778 ; Williams's Maryland brigade, and a company of Delawares, 630
;

in-

fanTry of Lee's partisan legion, 82; total of Continental regulars, 1490. There were 1060 North Carolina

militia- 1693 from Virginia; in all, 2753. Washington's light dragoons, 86; Lee's dragoons, 75. To

these v\-ere added, the next day, 40 horse, under the Marquis of Bretagne, a French nobleman.
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Skirmish at New Garden Meeting-house. Defeat of Tarleton. Lee driven back by the main British Army

meetincr-house when the van of the British army, consisting of cavalry, some light infantry,

and yagers, under Lieiitenaat-colonel Tarleton,' approached. Desirous of drawins them as

far from the royal army,

and as near Greene's as pos-

sible, Lee ordered a change

of front, and a slow retreat.

Hoping to produce a route,

Tarleton and his cavalry

pressed forward upon Arm-

strong, who was now in the

rear, but with little efiect.

They made a second charge,

and emptied their pistols,

when Lee, with the troops

of Rudolph and

whole cavalry of the legion

pressing upon him, he sound-

ed a retreat ; for he well

knew the superiority of the

horses of the Americans.''

Only one front section of

the British cavalry met the

shock, and these were all

dismounted, and most of

the horses were prostrated.

Some of the dragoons were

killed, and others made
prisoners. The
Americans lost

wheeled sud- yy J ^ / "^ ( / yf // "^'^^^r man nor

denly, and, in //^,^y^^/?y//l/ //?^'7^^y^^^ ^^°^^^' '^^^^^^"

a close column, C/y////Cy^//^ /X^^^^^T^'X^^^V^ ton, with the re-

advanced upon ^ xo mainder of his

Tarleton. The /, -/(^'^: /Z'

^

corps, withdrew

moment Tarle- (J y/ ^"^ ^""^^^ haste,

ton saw the C^ and sought to

gain the main army. Lee did not pursue, but endeavored to cut ofl" Tarleton's retreat.

While pushing forward with eager hope, he met the British van-guard, in the midst of the

lofty oaks at the meeting-house. They instantly displayed, and gave his cavalry a terrible

volley. Lee ordered a retreat, when his infantry came running up, and delivered a well-

directed fire. This was followed by a volley from Campbell's riflemen, who had taken post

on the left of the infantry, and a general action ensued. It had continued but a few min-

utes, when Lee, perceiving that the main body of the British was approaching, ordered a

general retreat ; his cavalry falling in the rear, to cover the infantry and riflemen.^ Dur-

ing this skirmish, Greene prepared for battle.

From Guilford Court House southward, the ground slopes abruptly, terminating in a

broken vale, through which winds a small stream. At the time of the engagement, there

were pretty broad clearings around the court-house, which extended southward along the

great Salisbury road. On either side of the road, and crossing it at some distance from the

court-house, was a forest of lofty oaks. Within the southern border of this forest, and con-

' Banastre Tarleton was born in Liverpool, England, on the twenty-first of August, 1754. He com-

menced the study of the law, but when the war in America commenced, he entered the army, and came

hither with Cornwallis. He served with that officer in all his campaigns in this country, and ended his

military career at Yorktown, in 1781. On his relurn to England, the people of his native town elected him

their representative in the House of Commons. In 1798, he married the daughter of the Duke of Ancas-

ter. In 1817, he received the commission of major general, but never entered into active service. At

the coronation of George the Fourth, he was created a baronet and Knight of Bath. In person, Tarleton

was below the middle size, stout, strong, and heavily built. His legs were very muscular, and great activ-

ity marked all of his movements. He had a sanguinary and resentful temper, which made him unmerciful

to his enemies.—See Georgian Era, London, 1833.
* The inferiority of the horses of the British cavalry was owing to the fact that they had been taken

chiefly from the plantations in South Carolina, and could not be compared in size and strength with those

of Pennsylvania and Viroinia, from whence came those of Lee. The momentum of the latter, when meet-

ing, was much greater than that of the former, and, of course, in a charge they had a great advantage.

3 About forty of Tarleton's dragoons were killed in this action ; and it is believed that about one hund-

red of the infantry were killed and wounded by the riflemen. The loss of the Americans was considerably

less; the exact number was not reported. Lieutenant Snowdon, of the legion infantry, was left wounded

on the field. Captain Tate, who shared in Howard's memorable charge at the Cowpens, was with Lee,-

and had his thigh broken.
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Disposition of the American Army at Guilford. Plan of the Battle. Approach of the British

cealed behind a fence and some dwarf trees, lay the North CaroHna forces (B), miUtia and

volunteers, and some riflemen, the

whole under Generals Butler and

Eaton. They were strongly

posted, and much was expected

of them. Within the woods,

about three hundred yards in the

rear of the first line, the second

line (C) was formed. It was

composed of the Virginia mili-

tia, under Generals Stevens and

Lawson ;' the right flank of

Stevens, and the left flank of

Lawson, resting on the road.

The Continental infantry, con-

sisting of four regiments, were

drawn up near the court-house, in

the field, on the north side of the

road, about four hundred yards

in the rear of the Virginians.

The two Continental regiments

of Virginia were commanded by

Colonel Greene and Lieutenant-

colonel Hewes, under Brigadier

Huger, and composed the right.

The two Maryland regiments, led by Colonel Gunby and Lieutenant-colonel Ford, were

under Colonel Williams, and composed the left. The remainder of the troops, under Greene,

lay near the court-house. Only Gunby's regiment were experienced soldiers ; the remain-

der were new recruits. Lieutenant-colonel Washington, with his cavalry, the old Delaware

corps, under Captain Kirkwood, and Colonel Lynch with a battalion of Virginia militia,

were posted on the right ;
Lieutenant-colonel Lee, with his legion, and the Virginia rifle-

men, under Colonel Campbell, were posted on the left, each being ordered to support the re-

spective flanks. Captain Singleton, with two six pounders, took post in the road, a little in

advance of the front line, and the remainder of the artillery (only two pieces) were with the

rear line, near the court-house.

Such was the disposition of the Americans for battle when the royal army, under Corn-

wallis, approached. It was about noon ; the sun was unclouded, and the air was cool, but

not cold. They could be seen for more than a mile, defiling (G) from the Salisbury road

into the open fields, and presented a gorgeous spectacle ; their scarlet uniforms and bur-

' These were chiefly from Augusta and Rockbridge counties, and were descendants of the Scotch-Irish,

who first settled that portion of Virginia. One company was composed principally of the congregation of

James Waddeli, the glorious Blind Preacher of the wilderness along the eastern base of the Blue Ridge,

whose person and ministration is so eloquently described in Letter VII. of Wirt's British Spy. He gave

them a farewell address when they were under arms and ready to march. Many of them were left upon

the field of Guilford.

Note. Explanation of the Plan.—The shaded parallelograms, A, B, and C, and others not lettered,

represent American troops; the half shaded ones the British troops. G, the British columns advancing

alon<T the road from the direction of the New Garden meeting-house. 1. Their first position, in battle order.

B the first American line, consi-sting of North Carolina militia, posted at the head of a ravine, in the edge

of a wood. C, the second American line, of Virginia militia. A, extending irregularly along- the road to

Reedv Fork to its junction with the main road, near the court-house. E, the Maryland and Virginia Con-

tinentals, under Huger and Williams. 2. The second position of the British, after the retreat of the Caro-

linians.
'

3. The third position of the British, endeavoring to gain Greene's right. D, severe conflict be-

tween Lester with the Hessians and the Americans. E, Guilford Court House. The broken chimney in

the corner of the map represents all that is left of the old court house.
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Commencement of the Battle. Flight of the Carolinians. Bravery of the Virginians and Marylanders. General Stevens.

nished arms strongly contrasting with the somber aspect of the country, then barren of

leaves and grass. Having formed their line, they approached slowly and steadily, chiefly

in solid column (1), to the contest. As soon as the van appeared, Singleton opened a can-

nonade upon it, but with little effect. Lieutenant M'Leod, commanding the British artillery,

pressed forward along the road, and returned the fire, also with little effect. The battle

now commenced. Although Cornwallis knew his inferiority of numbers, and the great ad-

vantages of Greene's position, he boldly began what he had so long sought an opportunity

for—a general battle with his antagonist. He had brave and veteran troops. The 71st

(Eraser's Highland regiment), with the Hessian regiment of Bose, formed his right, under

General Leslie; his left consisted of the 23d and 33d regiments, under the command of

Lieutenant-colonel Webster. The royal artillery, led by M'Leod, and supported by the

light infantry of the guards and the yagers, moved along the road in the center. Lieuten-

ant-colonel Norton, with the first battalion of the guards, supported the right, and Brigadier

O'Hara, with the grenadiers and second battalion of guards, supported the left.

After a brisk cannonade of nearly half an hour, Singleton, pursuant to orders, fell back to

the second line. Leslie, with the guards in the center, supported on the left by the Hes-

sians, and on the right by Webster's brigade, immediately advanced upon the North Caroli-

nians, who were concealed behind a fence in the edge of the wood. When the British were

within rifle shot, the Carolinians commenced a desultory fire upon them. The British

pressed steadily forward, and when at a proper distance, discharged their guns, and with a

loud shout rushed forward to a bayonet charge. The North Carolinians wheeled and fled

in great confusion, though not a man had been killed, or even wounded. Only a few of

General Eaton's men were exempt from the panic, and these, falling back upon Lee's legion

and Campbell's riflemen, maintained their ground well. Butler and Eaton, with Colonel

Davie, the commissary general, endeavored, but in vain, to rally the fugitives. Throwing

away their muskets, knapsacks, and even canteens, they rushed through the woods like fright-

ened deer, until far beyond the point of danger.' Had the first line done its duty, the result of

the battle must have been far different ; for the few that remained with Campbell, together

with his corps, maintained their position so manfully that Leslie was obliged to order Lieuten-

ant-colonel Norton into line for his support. The cowardly flight of the Carolinians left Lee's

legion exposed to the danger of being cut ofl'from the main body. The Virginians of the sec-

ond line, upon whom the first had partially retreated, did their duty nobly,^ until, being hard

pressed by the British, the right of that line, under General Lawson, wheeled round upon

the left, and retreated in confusion, back to the line of regulars. Lieutenant-colonel Web-

ster, with the British left, now advanced across the open fields, in the face of a terrible fire

from the Americans, and gallantly attacked their right, while Leslie and Bose were in fierce

conflict with the American left. The whole of the British infantry were now engaged in

action. The Virginians, under Stevens and Lawson, combated vigorously with Webster,

while supported on the right by Washington and his cavalry. That officer sent Lynch's

battalion of riflemen to fall upon the flank of Webster. Perceiving this, O'Hara, with the

grenadiers and second battalion of guards, hastened to the support of the left. Webster im-

mediately turned the 33d regiment upon Lynch, and relieved his flank from annoyance.

' Dr. Caruthers, speaking from tradition, says that many of the Highlanders, who were in the van, fell

near the fence, from behind which the Carolinians rose and fired. Among the Carolinians were some vol-

unteers, under Captain John Forbes, from the Allamance, consisting chiefly of his friends and neighbors.

Captain Forbes fired the first gun, and in the retreat received a mortal wound. He was found by his

friends thirty hours after the battle. He said that a Tory passed him, and, instead of giving him some wa-

ter asked for, he kicked him, and called him a rebel. After the death of Forbes, the Tory was found one

mornii>fj suspended to a tree before his own door.

2 General Stevens had posted forty riflemen twenty paces in the rear of his brigade, with orders to shoot

every man who should leave his post. This had the effect to keep the cowardly in the ranks. General

Stevens was shot through the thigh during this first conflict of his brigade with the British, yet he did not

quit the field. When the Carolinians retreated, he had the address to prevent his own brigade being panic-

stricken, by telling them that the former had been ordered to retreat after the first fire. He ordered the

Virginians, to open, and allow the fugitives to pass through.
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Retreat of Mai-ylanders. Washington's Charge. Junction of British Regiments. Cornwallis's victorious Blow.

O'Hara, advancing at that instant with the remainder of the left, with fixed bayonets, aided

by the 71st, under Leslie, compelled first Lawson's and then Stevens's brigade to give way,

and the second line of the Americans was broken up.

In the mean while, the action on the right (D), betM-een the regiment of Bose and the

riflemen, and the legion infantry, was unremitting. The portion of the British force thus

engaged could not be brought to bear upon the third line of the Americans, now well sup-

ported by Colonel Washington at the head of his cavalry, and Captain Kirkwood with his

brave Delawares. Greene felt hopeful, and, riding along the lines, exhorted his battalions

to stand firm, and give the final blow which would secure victory. Webster pressed for-

ward over the ground lately occupied by the Virginia militia (c) to attack the right wing of

the Continentals. There stood Colonel Gunby and Lieutenant-colonel Howard, with the

first Maryland regiment, ready to do battle. The British, with great courage, rushed for-

ward, and engaged in a close fire. The Marylanders, nobly sustained by Howe's Virginia

regiment and Kirkwood's Delawares, received the shock so valiantly, that Webster recoiled

and fell back across a ravine, where, upon an elevation, he awaited the arrival of the re-

mainder of his line. Very soon Lieutenant-colonel Stuart, with the first battalion of guards,

followed by two other small corps, swept across the open fields, and attacked the second

Maryland regiment, under Colonel Ford, which was supported by Captain Finley with two

six pounders. Colonel Williams expected to observe bravery on the part of his second reg-

iment, like that of the first, and hastened toward it to combine his whole force in repelling

the attack, but he was disappointed. It gave way at the first shock, fled, and abandoned

the two field-pieces to the enemy. Stuart pursued, when Gunby, who had been left free

by the recession of Webster to the other side of the ravine, wheeled upon him, and a very

severe conflict ensued. Lieutenant-colonel Washington, who was upon the flank of the

Continentals, pressed forward with his cavalry, and Stuart was soon compelled to give way.

With sword in hand, followed by his cavalry, and Howard and his infantry with fixed bay-

onets, Washington furiously charged the British, and put them to flight.' Stnart was slain

by Captain Smith of the first Maryland regiment, the two field-pieces were retaken, and

great slaughter ensued. The whole of Stuart's corps would have been killed or made pris-

oners, had not Cornwallis, who came down from his post where the Salisbury road enters

the wood a little south of the coart-house, ordered M'Leod to draw up his artillery and pour

grape-shot upon the pursuers. This cannonade endangered friends as well as foes, for it

was directed in the face of the flying guards. It was efl^ectual, however
;
and Washington

and Howard, perceiving two regiments of the enemy, one on the right, and the other on the

left, approaching, withdrew to the line of Continentals.

When Webster perceived the effect of Stuart's attack upon Ford, he recrossed the ravine,

and fell upon Hawes and Kirkwood. The 71st and 23d (the two regiments discovered by

Washington) were soon connected in the center by O'Hara, who, though severely wounded,

kept his horse, and, rallying the remnant of the guards, filled up the interval between the

left and right wing. The fierce contest upon the British right still continued, with some

advantage to the enemy. Norton, believing Bose's regiment sufficient to maintain the con-

flict, joined the 71st, in preparation for a final blow upon the Continentals. Lee's legion

infantry and Campbell's riflemen immediately attacked Bose with new vigor. Bose and

his major, De Buy, fought gallantly, and by example encouraged their men. Leaving

Campbell to continue the contest, Lee hastened, with his infantry, to rejoin his cavalry, whom

he had left on the flank with the Continentals. On his way, he found Norton with the

guards upon the eminence occupied by Lawson's brigade. He attacked Norton, and driv-

ing him back upon Bose, withdrew with Campbell, and joined the Continentals near the

' It was at this time that Francisco, a brave Virginian, cut down eleven men in succession with his broad-

sword. One of the guards pinned Francisco's leg to his horse with a bayonet. Forbearing to strike, he

assisted the assailant to draw his bayonet forth, when, with terrible force, he brought down his broadsword,

and cleft the poor fellow's head to his shoulders ! Horrible, indeed, were many of the events of that battle;

the recital will do no good, and I will forbear.
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End of the Battle. Retreat of the Americans. View of the Battle-ground. Loss of the Combatants.

court-house. The flight of the North Carolinians, the retreat of the second Maryland regi-

ment, the scanty supply of ammunition, and the junction of the two wings of the British

army, convinced Greene that there was no hope of success in a conflict with Webster, who

was now pressing forward in good order, with a prospect of speedily turning the American

rio-ht. He had resolved, before the battle, not to risk the annihilation of his army, and he

now determined to retreat before it should be too late. Ordering the brave veteran Col-

onel Greene, with his Virginia regiment, to take post in the rear, and cover a retreat, the

Americans withdrew in regular order, leaving their artillery behind, for almost every horse

had been slain. The 71st and 23d British regiments, supported by Tarleton's cavalry,

commenced a pursuit ; but Cornwallis, unwilling to risk such a movement, soon recalled

them.' Thus ended the battle at Guilford Court House ; a battle, in its efiects highly ben-

View of the Battle-gkouxd.-

eficial to the cause of the patriots, though resulting in a nominal victory for the British

army. Both of the belligerents displayed consummate courage and skill, and the flight of

the North Carolinians from a very strong position is the only reproach which either army

deserved. It doubtless caused the loss of victory to the Americans. Marshall justly ob-

serves, that "no battle in the course of the war reflects more honor on the courage of the

British troops than that of Guilford." Greene had a much superior force, and was very ad-

vantageously posted. The number of the Americans engaged in the action was quite double

that of the British. The battle lasted almost two hours, and many brave men fell upon that

field of carnage.^ The British claimed the victory ; it was victory at fearful cost and small

^ Ramsay, Gordon, Marshall, Lee, &c.
^ This view is fi-om the eminence southwest of the site of old Guilford Court House, near the junction of

the roads running one north to Brace's Cross-roads, the other west to Salem. The log-house, partially clap-

boarded, seen on the right, was uninhabited. It stands near the woods which intervene between Martins-

ville and the plantation of Mr. Hotehkiss. In the distance, near the center, is seen Martinsville, and be-

tween it and the foreground is the rolling vale, its undulations furrowed by many gulleys. In an open field,

on the left of the road, seen in the hollow toward the left of the picture, was the fiercest part of the battle,

where Washington charged upon the guards. Upon the ridge extending to the right, through the center

of the picture, the second line (Virginians) was posted. The fence running to the right from Martinsville,

down into the valley on the right, denotes the Salisbury road. The snow was falling very fast when 1

made this sketch, and distant objects were seen with great difficulty. Our point of view, at the old log-

house, is the extreme westerly boundary of the field of controversy.

^ The British lost in killed and wounded over six hundred men, besides officers. Colonel Stuart, of the

guards, and Lieutenant O'Hara (the general's brother), of the royal artillery, were killed. Lieutenant-col-

onel Webster was severely wounded
; so also were Captains Schultz and Maynard, of the guards, and Cap-

tain Wilmouski and Ensign De Trott, of the Hessian regiment. They all died of the wounds received in

the battle, during the march of the army to Wilmington. The whole army deeply lamented the loss of
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Effect of the Battle. Withdrawal of Cornwallis. Pursued by Greeue. American Women at Prayer.

advantage.' In some degree, the line of the Scotch ballad might be applied to the com-

batants,
" They baith did fight, they baith did beat, and baith did rin awa'."

The Americans retreated in good order to the Reedy Fork, and crossed that stream about

three miles from the field of action. Tarrying a short time to collect the stragglers, they

retired to Speedwell's iron-works, on Troublesome Creek, ten miles distant from Guilford

Cornwallis remained upon the battle-ground that night, burying the dead. The next morn-

ing he proceeded as far as New Garden meeting-house. On the eighteenth.^

he issued a proclamation boasting of his complete victory, calling upon the Loy-

alists to join him in restoring good government, and offering pardon to the rebels. Had he

remained, this proclamation might have given confidence to the Tories, but the very next

dayli he decamped, leaving behind him between seventy and eighty wounded

British officers and soldiers in the New Garden meeting-house, which he used

for a hospital. He also left behind him all the American prisoners who were wounded, and

retreated as speedily as possible southward, toward Cross Creek (Fayetteville), evidently

afraid that Greene would rally his forces and attack him. Greene, supposing the earl

would advance, had made preparations to confront him ; as soon as he was informed of his

retreat, he eagerly commenced a pursuit, c after writing a letter to the Quakers

at New Garden, desiring them to take care of the sick and wounded of both

parties. Notwithstanding heavy rains and wretched roads, Greene pressed after his lord-

ship with great alacrity, as far as Ramsay's Mills, on the Deep River, in Chatham county.

On the way, frequent skirmishes occurred between the light troops of the two armies, and

Greene arrived at the earl's encampment, on the Deep River, only a few hours after Corn-

wallis had left it.

Webster, for he was one of the most efficient officers in the British service. He was the son of an eminent

physician in Edinburgh, and came to America with CornvA-allis. During the operations in New Jersey, in

1777, he was very active. In 1779, he had charge of Fort La Fayette at Verplancic's Point, and sustained

the attack of General Robert Howe upon that post. He commanded the right wing in the battle at Cam-
den ; and, as we have seen, bore a conspicuous part in the pursuit of Greene previous to the battle in which

he received his death wound. Webster was buried near Elizabeth, on the Cape Fear River, now Bladen

county. Captains Goodrych, Maitland, Peter, Lord Douglas, and Eichenbrocht, who were wounded, re-

covered. Among the wounded was Adjutant Fox. a brother of the eminent statesman, Charles J. Fox.

The Americans lost in killed and wounded about three hundred of the Continentals, and one hundred of

the Virginia militia. Among the killed was Major Anderson, of the Maryland line
; and among the wound-

ed were Generals Stevens and Huger. Of the North Carolina militia, six were killed and three wounded,

and five hundred and fifty-two missing. Of the Virginia militia, two hundred and ninety-four were missing.

The missing, "as is always the'case with militia after a battle," according to Lee, might be found "safe

at their own firesides." By these desertions, Greene's army suffered a greater diminution than that of the

British, whose loss in action was so much greater. They did not, however, desert " by thousands," as

the editor of the Pictorial History of England avers.

Events such as are generally overlooked by the historian, but which exhibit a prominent trait in the

character of the people of North Carolina, occurred during this battle, and deserve great prominence in a

description of the gloomy picture, for they form a few touches of radiant light in the midst of the somber

coloring. While the roar of cannon boomed over the country, groups of women, in the Bufl^alo and AUa-

mance congregations, who were under the pastoral charge of Dr. Caldwell, might have been seen engaged

in common prayer to the God of Hosts for his protection and aid ;
and in many places, the solitary voice

of a pious woman went up to the Divine Ear, with the earnest pleadings of faith, for the success of the

Americans. The battling hosts were surrounded by a cordon o{ praying women during those dreadful

hours of contest

!

' This victory of Cornwallis was considered by many British statesmen equivalent to a defeat. In the

Parliament, the intelligence of the battle produced a great sensation. Ministers were dissatisfied, and the

opposition had a theme for just denunciation against the policy of government. Fox moved in committee,
" That his Majesty's ministers ought immediately to take every possible measure for concluding peace with

our American colonies ;" and in the course of an animated debate, he declared, " Another such victory will

ruin the British army." William Pitt, the successor of his father, the Earl of Chatham, inveighed eloquently

against a further prosecution of the war. He averred that it was " wicked, barbarous, unjust, and diabol-

ical—conceived in injustice, nurtured in folly—a monstrous thing that contained every characteristic of

moral depravity and human turpitude—as mischievous to the unhappy people of England as to the Amer
icans." Fox's motion was rejected by one hundred and seventy-two against ninety-nine.
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Before leaving Wirvnsborough, Cornwallis sent an order to Lieutenant-colonel Balfour,

who commanded at Charleston, to dispatch a competent force by water to Wilmington, to

hold that post as a depot for supplies for the royal army in North Carolina. Balfour de-

tached Major Craig upon that service, who drove the American militia from Wilmington,

and took possession of it on the same day when General Davidson was killed at Cowan's

Ford. After the battle at Guilford Court House, Cornwallis, observing the backwardness

of the Loyalists in that vicinity, and the scarcity of provisions, determined to fall back to

Cross Creek, where, he knew, had been a population of loyal Scotchmen, and there make his

head-quarters, not doubting that his army could be easily supplied with stores, by water,

from Major Craig at Wilmington. In these expectations the earl was bitterly disappoint-

ed. The Loyalists were comparatively few, a large portion having been changed to either

active or passive Whigs
;

provisions were very scarce, and no communication could be had

with Major Craig. Greene was in eager pursuit, and the earl had no alternative but to

continue his march to Wilmington. This he performed along the southwestern side of the

Cape Fear, and arrived at Wilmington on the seventh of April, a- He had got so ansi.

much the start of Greene, that the latter relinquished pursuit at B-amsay's Mills,

b

^
c March 28.

where he resolved to allow his troops to repose and recruit, as lar as circum-

stances would allow. Greene dismissed all of the militia except a few North Carolinians,

yet he could not afford his army such comforts as he desired.'

At the suggestion of Lieutenant-colonel Lee, Greene resolved to march back into South

Carolina and take post at Camden with the main array, while the light troops should join

Marion on the Pedee, and beat up all the British posts between Camden and Ninety-Six,

and Charleston. Pursuant to this plan, he left Pv-amsay's and marched toward Camden,

to confront Lord Rawdon, then in command there. Cornwallis, as we have already no-

ticed in chapter xxi., soon afterward marched into Virginia, while Greene and his brave

partisan allies of the South regained all that had been lost in previous conflicts.

Let us here leave the two commanders and their armies for a time, and resume our jour-

ney toward King's Mountain and the Cowpens. W^e shall meet them both frequently, in

our future journeys in the Carolinas and Georgia.

I left the Guilford battle-ground and the hospitable cottage of Mr. Hotchkiss, at noon,

the snow falling fast. At four miles distant, on the

Salisbury road, I reached the venerable New Garden

meeting-house, yet standing within the stately oak forest

where Lee and Tarleton met. It is a frame building

with a brick foundation. It was meeting-day, and the

congregation were yet in session. Tying Charley to a

drooping branch, I entered softly. A larger number

than is usually present at " week-day meetings" had

congregated, for a young man of the sect from Randolph

county, thirty miles distant, and a young woman of

Guilford, had signified their intentions to declare them-

selves publicly, on that day, man and wife. They had

just risen before the elders and people when I glided

into a seat near the door, and with a trembling voice

the bridegroom had begun the expression of the mar-

riage vow. His weather-bronzed features betokened the man of toil in the fields, and

strongly contrasted with the blonde and delicate face, and slender form of her who, with

the downcast eyes of modesty, heard his pledge of love and protection, and was summoning

New Garden Meeting-house.

* " No magazines were opened for our accommodation," says Lee in his Memoirs ;
" rest to our wearied

limbs was the only boon within his gift. Our tattered garments could not be exchanged ; nor could our

worn out shoes be replaced. The exhilarating cordial was not within his reach, nor wholesome provision

in abundance within his grasp. The meager beef of the pine barrens, with corn ash-cakes, was our food,

and water our drink
;
yet we were content ; we were more than content—we were happy."—Page 189.
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all her energy to make her kindred response. I had often observed the simple marriage

ceremony of the Quakers, but never before did the beauty of that ritual appear so marked

with the sublimity of pure simplicity.'

At the close of the meeting, I learned from one of the elders that a Friend's boarding-

school was near, and, led by curiosity, I visited it. The building is of brick, spacious, and

well arranged. It was under the superintendence of Thomas Hunt, a son of Nathan Hunt,

an eminent Quaker preacher. An incidental remark concerning my relationship with Qua-

kers, made while conversing with the wife of the superintendent, caused her to inquire

whether I had ever heard of her father-in-law. I replied in the affirmative, having heard

him preach when I was a boy, and expressed the supposition that he had long ago gone

to his rest. " Oh no," she replied, " he is in the adjoining room," and leading the way, I

was introduced to the patriarch of ninety-one years, whose voice, still vigorous, I had listen-

ed to when I was a lad of twelve years. He remembered well when the New Garden

meeting-house was built, and resided in the neighborhood when the wounded and dying,

from the field of Guilford, were brought there. Although physical infirmities were weigh-

ing heavily upon him, his mind appeared clear and elastic. When I was about departing,

and pressed his hand with an adieu, he placed the other upon my head and said, " Fare-

well I God's peace go with thee !" I felt as if I had received the blessing of a patriarch

indeed ; and for days afterward, when fording dangerous streams and traversing rough

mountain roads, that uttered blessing was in my mind, and seemed like a guardian angel

about my path. Gloomy unbelief may deride, and thoughtless levity may laugh in ridicule

at such an intimation, but all the philosophy of the schools could not give me such exquisite
.

feelings of security in the hands of a kind Providence as that old man's blessing imparted.

The storm yet continued, and the kind matron of the school gave me a cordial invitation

to remain there until it should cease ; but, anxious to complete my journey, I rode on to

Jamestown, an old village situated upon the high southwestern bank of the Deep Pviver,

nine miles from New Garden meeting-house, and thirteen miles above Bell's Mills, where

Cornwallis had his encampment before the Guilford battle. The country through which

I had passed from Guilford was very broken, and I did not reach Jamestown until sunset.

It is chiefly inhabited by Quakers, the most of them originally from Nantucket and vicinity
;

and as they do not own slaves, nor employ slave labor, except when a servant is working

to purchase his freedom, the land and the dwellings presented an aspect of thrift not visible

in most of the agricultural districts in the upper country of the Carolinas.

I passed the night at Jamestown, and early in the morning departed for the Yadkin.

Snow was yet falling gently, and it laid three inches deep upon the ground ; a greater

quantity than had fallen at one time, in that section, for five years. Fortunately, my route

from thence to Lexington, in Davidson county, a distance of twenty miles, was upon a

fine ridge road' a greater portion of the way, and the snow produced but little incovenience.

Toward noon, the clouds broke, and before I reached Lexington (a small village on the west

' The marriage ceremony of the Quakers is very simple. The parties give notice at a monthly meeting

of the society that on a certain day they intend to enter into the holy estate of matrimony. On the day

appointed, they, with their friends, repair to the meeting-house, where they arise before the whole congre-

gation and sav, the bridegroom first, " I, A B, do take thee, C D, to be my wedded wife, and promise,

through Divine assistance, to be unto thee a loving husband, until separated by death." The bride then

repeats the same, only changing the person. A certificate of the marriage is then read by a person ap-

pointed for the purpose, and is signed by as many present as may choose to do so. These simple proceed-

inTs compose the whole marriage ceremony, which is as binding in the sight of God and man as the most

elaborate formalities of priest or magistrate. The groomsman and bridesmaid are called waiters among

the Quakers of New Garden.
* These rid<Te roads, or rather ridges upon which they are constructed, are curious features m the upper

country of the°Carolinas. Although the whole country is hilly upon every side, these roads may be trav-

eled a score of miles, sometimes, with hardly ten feet of variation from a continuous level. The ridges

are of sand, and continue, unbroken by the ravines which cleave the hills in all directions for miles, upon

almost a uniform level. The roads following their summits are exceedingly sinuous, but being level and

hard, the greater distance is more easily accomplished than if they were constructed in straight lines over

the hills.
°
The country has the appearance of vast waves of the sea suddenly turned into sand.
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side of Abbott's Creek, a tributary of the Yadkin), at half past two in the afternoon, not a

flake of snow remained. Charley and I had already lunched by the margin of a little

stream, so I drove through the village without halting, hoping to reach Salisbury, sixteen

miles distant, by twilight. I was disappointed ; for the red clay roads prevailed, and I

only reached the house of a small planter, within a mile of the east bank of the Yadkin,

just as the twilight gave place to the splendors of a full moon and myriads of stars in a

cloudless sky. From the proprietor I learned that the Trading Ford, whei-e Greene and

Morgan crossed when pursued by Cornwallis, was only a mile distant. As I could not pass

it on my way to Salisbury in the morning, I arose at four o'clock, gave Charley his break-

fast, and at earliest dawn stood upon the eastern shore of the Yadkin, and made the sketch

printed upon page 601. The air was frosty, the pools were bridged with ice, and before

the sketch was finished, my benumbed fingers were disposed to drop the pencil. I remained

at the lord until the east was all aglow with the radiance of the rising sun, when I walked

back, partook of some corn-bread, muddy cofiee, and spare-ribs, and at eight o'clock crossed

the Yadkin at the great bridge, on the Salisbury road.' The river is there about three

hundred yards wide, and was considerably swollen from the melting of the recent snows.

Its volume of turbid waters came rolling down in a swift current, and gave me a full appre-

ciation of the barrier which Providence had there placed between the Republicans and the

royal armies, when engaged in the great race described in this chapter.

From the Yadkin the roads passed through a red clay region, which was made so miry

by the melting snows that it was almost eleven o'clock when I arrived at Salisbury. This

village, of over a thousand inhabitants, is situated a few miles from the Yadkin, and is the

capital of Rowan county, a portion of the " Hornet's Nest" of the Revolution. It is a place

of considerable historic note. On account of its geographical position, it was often the place

of rendezvous of the militia preparing for the battle-fields ; of various regular corps, American

and British, during the last three years of the war ; and especially as the brief resting-place

of both armies during Greene's memorable retreat. Here, too, it will be remembered. Gen-

eral Waddeil had his head-quarters for a few days, during the " Pvegulator war." I made
diligent inquiry, during my tarry in Salisbury, for remains of R-evolutionary movements and

localities, but could hear of none.^ The Americans, when fleeing before Cornwallis, en-

camped for a night about half a mile from the village, on the road to the Yadkin ; the

British occupied a position on the northern border of the town, about an eighth of a mile

from the court-house. I was informed that two buildings, occupied by officers, had remained

until two or three years ago, when they were demolished. Finding nothing to invite a pro-

tracted stay at Salisbury, I resumed the reins, and rode on toward Concord. The roads

were very bad, and the sun went down, while a rough way, eight miles in extent, lay be-

tween me and Concord. Night approached, brilliant and frosty ; the deep mud of the road

soon became half frozen, and almost impassable, and I was beginning to speculate upon the

chances of obtaining comfortable lodgings short of the village, when a large sign-board by

the way-side indicated a place of entertaiimrent, and relieved my anxiety. Such an appari-

tion is so rare in the upper country of the Carolinas, where the traveler must depend upon

the hospitality of the planters, that it is noteworthy. Passing through a lane, I came to

the spacious mansion of Mr. Martin Phifer, one of the largest planters in Cabarras county.

It is in the midst of one of the finest districts of North Carolina for the production of up-

land cotton. Practical observations upon that great staple of the South was the chief topic

of our evening's conversation, which was protracted to the " small hours of the morning ;"

' The Yadkin rises in North Carolina, on the east of the Alleghany range, and flows east and southeast

into South Carolina. A few miles below the Narrows, in Montgomery county, it receives the Rocky River,

and from thence to its mouth at Winyaw Bay, near Georgetown, it bears the name of the Great Pedee.

- An ancient stone wall exists at Salisbury, but tradition has no knowledge of its origin. It is laid in

cement, and plastered on both sides. It is from twelve to fourteen feet high, and twonty-two inches thick.

The top of the wall is a foot below the surface of the earth at present. It has been traced for three hund-

red feet. Six miles from Salisbury there is a similar wall, and may connect with the other. Conjecture

alone can read its history. May it not be a part of the circumvallation of a city of the mound builders?
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and I left his hospitable abode a wiser man than when I entered it. Mr. Phifer is a grand-

nephew of John Phifer, one of the leading patriots of Mecklenburg, whose remains lie buried

at the Pved Hills, three miles west of Concord. A rough, mutilated slab covers the grave

of the patriot. Tradition avers that when the British army was on its march from Char-

lotte to Salisbury, a fire was built upon the stone by the soldiers, in contempt for the patri-

ot's memory.

Departing from the post-road, a little distance from Mr. Phifer's, I traversed a nearer,

though a roligher route to Charlotte than through Concord, passing that village about

three miles to°the westward, close by the Pved Hills. The scenery through this whole re-

gion is extremely picturesque. Wooded hills, deep ravines, broad cultivated slopes and up-

lands, and numerous water-courses, present diversified and pleasing pictures at every turn

of the sinuous road. In summer, when the forests and fields are clad, the roads hard, and

the deep shades of the ravines and water-courses desirable, T can not imagine a more agree-

able tour for a traveler of leisure than that portion of my journey from the Pvoanoke to the

Cowpens, across the Broad Pviver, back to the eastern side of the Catawba, and so down to

the verge of the low country, near Camden. In the vicinity of Concord are the head-wa-

ters of several tributaries of the Yadkin and Catawba, and between that village and Char-

lotte I crossed the Coddle, Stony, and Mallard Creeks, and one of the main branches of

Pvocky River. The latter, which is a considerable tributary of the Yadkin, is here a small

stream, but very turbulent, and broken into numerous cascades. I reached Cliarlotte at

half past three o'clock, having traveled only twenty-one miles since morning.' It was Sat-

urday,a and I eagerly coveted the Sabbath's rest, after a week of excessive toil. Char-
*

1849.' ley, too, was jaded, and needed repose ; for a large portion of the circuitous journey

from Hillsborough hither had been through a region abounding in red clay, saturated with

rains and melting snows.

Charlotte has historical notoriety, chiefly on account of its being the place where a con-

vention of patriots assembled in 1775, and by a series of resolutions virtually declared them-

selves and those they represented free and independent of the British crown. To this

event I particularly directed my inquiries, but was singularly unsuccessful. Two gentlemen,

to whom I had letters of introduction from President Polk, were absent. I called upon an-

other, whom he named, but could not obtain information of much value. Being an entire

stranger, I knew not unto whom to apply, and I left Charlotte on Monday, with feelings of

disappointment not to be expressed. Since my visit, I have received varied and important

information from James W. Osborne, Esq., .superintendent of the Branch Mint, and others

in that vicinitv, which compensates me, in a measure, for my failure.
.

By the merest accident, I ascertained that the mill upon Sugar Creek, two or three miles

1 Charlotte is the capital of Mecklenburg county, and contains about fourteen hundred inhabitants. It

is pleasantly situated upon a vol]in<r plain, on the east side of the Sugar or Sugaw Creek, a small tributary of

the Catawba. It is in the midst^of the gold region of North Carolina, and here a branch of the United

States Mint is established. Eastward of Charlotte are several productive gold mines, which are now but

little worked, partly on account of the more inviting field for miners in California. The first settlers in

Mecklenburg county were principally the descendants of the Puritans, Scotch-Irish, and Roundheads; and,

near Charlotte, the " Sugar Creek Congregation," the first on the Catawba, was established. I passed

the brick meeting-house" about three miles from the village, where worshiped the parent of the seven

cono-reaations horn which came delegates to meet in political convention in 1775.* This meeting-house

is the third erected by the Su<rar Creek Congregation. The first stood about half a mile west from this,

and the second a few feet south of the present edifice. In the second, the mother of Andrew Jackson, late

president of the United States, worshiped for a-while, when she took refuge in the Sugar Creek Congrega-

tion, after the massacre of Burford's regiment, near her residence on the Waxhaw, in May, 1780. Near

the site of the first church is the ancient burying-ground. Therein is the grave of Alexander Craighead,

the first minister of the congregation. His "only monument are two sassafras-trees, one at the head, tho

other at the foot of his grave" which are the living poles used as a bier for his coflTin, and stuck in the ground

to mark, temporardy, his resting-place.-I-

* These were Sugar Creek, Steel Creek, Providence, Hopewell, Center, Rocky River, and Poplar Tent.—Foote, p. 190.

tIbid.,p.l9U.
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south of Charlotte, and known as Bissell's, was formerly the property of Colonel Thomas
Polk, one of the active patriots in that section. Early on Monday morning, I rode down
to the mill. Informed that it had been materially altered since the Revolution, I did not

stop to sketch the locality. It is an interesting spot, for there a portion of Cornwallis's

army was encamped, and the mill was used during the cantonment there, to supply his

troops with flour.

Let us glance at the historical events which render Charlotte famous in our annals.

While public sentiment in North Carolina and its sister colonies was making rapid strides

toward a bold resistance to augmenting oppressions, the people of Mecklenburg and vicinity,

between the Yadkin and the Catawba, were neither indifferent nor inactive, notwithstand-

ing their distance from the sea-board. There was no printing-press in the upper country
;

and as no regular post traversed that region, a newspaper was seldom seen there among the

people. They were in the habit of assembling at stated places to hear printed hand-bills

from abroad read, or to obtain verbal information of passing events. Charlotte was a cen-

tral point for these assemblages, and there the leading men in that section often met at

Queen's Museum or College, the Faneuil Hall of North Carolina, to discuss the exciting

topics of the day. These meetings were at first irregular, and without system. It was
finally agreed that Thomas Polk, a large property-holder in the vicinity of Charlotte, col-

onel of the militia of Mecklenburg, a man of great excellence of character, extensive knowl-

edge of the people around him, and deservedly popular, should be authorized to call a con-

vention of the representatives of the people whenever circumstances should appear to require

it.* It was also agreed that such representatives should consist of two from each cap-

tain's company, to be chosen by the people of the several militia districts, and that their

decisions, when thus legally convened, should be binding upon the people of Mecklenburg.

This step was in accordance with the recommendation of the eleventh article of the Amer-
ican Association, adopted by the first Continental Congress (see page 268), and now gen-

erally acted upon throughout the colonies.

When Governor Martin made an attempt to prevent the assembling of a Provincial Con-

gress at Newbern.a the people were much exasperated, for they remembered his

arbitrary proceedings in dissolving the last Provincial Legislature, after a session

of four days, and before any important business had been transacted. The excitement

throughout the province was intense. While the public mind was thus inflamed, Colonel

Polk issued a notice to the elected committee-men of the county, to assemble in the court-

house^ at Charlotte toward the close of May. On what precise day they first met, can not

now be positively determined. They appointed Abraham Alexander,^ an esteemed citizen,

' Colonel Polk wis great uncle to the late President Polk. His brother, Ezekiel Polk, whose name ap-

pears quite conspicuous in the annals of Mecklenburg county, was the president's grandfather. " The
house in which President Polk is supposed to have been born," says Honorable David L. Swain, in a letter to

me of recent date, " is about two hundred yards south of Sugar Creek, and eleven miles south of Charlotte,

on the lands of Nathan Orr. The house shown to me is of logs, was never weather-boarded, and is cov-

ered with a decaying shingle roof. It is formed by joining two houses together."
* The court-house was a frame building, about fifty feet square, placed upon brick pillars, ten or twelve

feet in height, with a stair-way on the outside. It stood in the center of the town, at the intersection of the

two principal streets, now the village green. The lower part was a market-house
;
the upper part was

used for public purposes. Stedman says it was a "large br-ick building," and Lee says it was o( stone.

Tradition of undoubted character pronounces it such as I have described. The village at that time con-

tained about twenty houses.

' Abraham Alexander was a leading magistrate in Mecklenburg county, and represented it in the Colo-

nial Legislature. At the time of the convention, of which he was appointed chairman, he was almost

threescore years of age. He died on the twenty-third of April, 1786, at the age of sixty-eight years. He
w^as buried in the old church-yard, near Charlotte, where a plain slab, with an inscription, marks his grave.

Elijah Alexander, a relative of the chairman, and who was present when the Mecklenburg Resolutions

were read to the people at Charlotte, died at the residence of his son-in-law, James Osborne, Esq., in Cor-

nersville, Tennessee, on the eleventh of November, 1850, at the age of ninety years. He voted for every

president of the United States, from Washington to Taylor. His widow, to whom he was married in 1784,

was yet living in 1851.

n. Pv R
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who had served them in the Colonial Legislature, chairman, and Dr. Ephraim Brevard,' a

scholar and unwavering patriot, clerk or secretary. According to tradition, intelligence of

the affairs at Lexington and Concord, in Massachusetts, was received during the session of

the delegates, and added greatly to the excitement among the people, who had assembled

in great mimbers around the court-house, eager to know the resolves of their representatives

within. The principal speakers on the occasion were Dr. Brevard, Reverend Hezekiah J.

Balch, William Kennon (a lawyer of Salisbury), and Colonel Polk. The first three gentle-

men were appointed a committee to prepare suitable resolutions, and on the thirty-first of

May, 1775, the following preamble and resolves were unanimously adopted :'

"Whereas, By an address presented to his majesty by both Houses of Parliament in Feb-

ruary last, the American colonies are declared to be in a state of actual rebellion, we con-

ceive that all laws and commissions confirmed by or derived from the authority of the king

and Parliament are annulled and vacated, and the former civil Constitution of these colonies

for the present wholly suspended. To provide in some degree for the exigencies of this

county in the present alarming period, we deem it proper and necessary to pass the follow-

ing resolves, viz. :

I. That all commissions, civil and military, heretofore granted by the crown to be exer-

' Ephraim Brevard was one of the " seven sons" of his widowed mother who -^ere " in the rebel army."*

He graduated at Princeton, and, after pursuing medical studies a proper time, settled as a physician in

Charlotte. His talents commanded universal respect, and he was a leader in the movements in Mecklen-

bur" toward independence, in 1775. When the British army invaded the Southern States, Dr. Brevard

entered the Continental army as a surgeon, and was taken prisoner at Charleston, in May, 1780. Broken

by disease, when set at liberty, Dr. Brevard returned to Charlotte, sought the repose of privacy in the fam-

ily of his friend, John M'Knitt Alexander, who had succeeded him as clerk of the Mecklenburg Committee,

and there soon expired. His remains were buried in Hopewell grave-yard. No stone marks his resting-

place, and "no man living," says Mr. Foote, "can lead the inquirer to the spot." He was a remarkable

man, and, as the undoubted author of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence and Constitution of Gov-

ernment, deserves the reverence of all patriots. His pen was often emiiloyed in the cause of freedom, and

he was probably the most accomplished writer, of his day, in Western Carolina.

Minute biographical sketches of these leading patriots of Mecklenburg, if they could be obtained, wottld

make an exce^edingly useful and entertaining volume. Of the general character of the people in that vi-

cinity at the period of the Revolution, J. G. M. Ramsey, M.D., the historian of Tennessee, who has studied

the character of the Mecklenburg patriots with great care, writes thus appreciatingly to me, under date of

January 19, 1852 :
" In regard to the people, then residing between the Yadkin and the Catawba, it is al-

most impossible to conceive, at this day, the incalculable benefits the country received from their immigra-

tion and settlement in it ; nor the happy influences, secular, civil, religious, and literary, they uniformly dif-

fused in their respective neighborhoods. To these are we indebted, in a great measure, for the enterprise,

industry, thrift, skill, frugality, love of order, sobriety, regard for wholesome laws, family and social govern,

ment, establishment of schools, churches, and a high standard of education and training for youth, attach-

ment to well-regulated liberty, and the representative principle in government."

2 The following are the names of the leading patriots in Mecklenburg, and reported to have been mem-

bers of the Mecklenburg Committee, who met in the Convention at Charlotte : Abraham Alexander,

Ephraim Brevard, John M'Knitt Alexander, Adam Alexander, Hezekiah Alexander, Ezra Al-

exander, Charles Alexander, Waightstill Avery, Hezekiah J. Balch, Thomas Polk, John Flene-

KiN, James Harris. Neil Morrisson, David Reese, Robert Harris, senior, Richard Barry, Duncan

Ochiltree, John Ford, William Kennon, Samuel Martin, Zacheus Wilson, senior,t Benjamin Pat-

ton, Robert Irwin, John Davidson, John Pfifer, Henry Downes, William Graham, Matthew
M'Clure, John Queary, William Wilson.

' When Cornwallis was in pursuit of Greene, he passed near the plantation of the Widow Brevard, and ordered it to be des-

olated. When asked why he was so cruel toward a poor widow, he replied, " She has seven sons in the rebel army !" What

higher compliment could that noble mother have received.

t The Wilsons were all stanch Scotch-Irish, and sturdy Republicans. The wife of Robert Wilson, a brother of Zaclieus

like the Widow Brevard, had "seven sons in the rebel army," and also her husband. When Cornwallis retired from Char-

lotte, he halted upon Wilson's plantation, and himself and staff quartered at the house of the patriot. Mrs. Wilson was very

courteous, and Cornwallis endeavored to win her to the royal cause by flattering words. Her reply deserves to be inscribed

upon brass and marble :
"

I have seven sons who are now, or have been bearing arms ;
indeed, my seventh son, Zacheus, who

is only fifteen years old, I yesterday assisted to get ready to go and join his brothers in Sumter's army. Now, sooner than see

one of my family turn back from the glorious enterprise, I would take these boys (pointing to three or four small sons), and

with them would myself enlist under Sumter's standard and show my husband and sons how to fight, and, if necessary, to die

for their country !" " Ah, general," said the cruel Tarleton, " I think you've got into a hornet's nest
!

Never mind
;
when wc

pet to Camden, I'll take good care that old Robin Wilson never gets back again I"—See Mrs. Ellefs Women of the Revolution.ni.,

347.
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'(^-71^

AtJTOGKAPHS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE MECKLENBURG COM-
MITTEE.'

cised in these colonies, are null and void, and

the Constitution of each particular colony wholly suspended.

II. That the Provincial Congress of each province, under the direction of the great Con-

tinental Congress, is invested with all legislative and executive powers within their respect-

ive provinces, and that no other legislative or executive power does or can exist at this time

in any of these colonies.

III. As all former laws are now suspended in this province, and the Congress has not

' I am indebted to the kindness of the Honorable David L. Swain, of Chapel Hall, John H. Wheeler,

Esq., author of Historical Sketches of North Carolina, and James W. Osborne, Esq., superintendent of the

Branch Mint at Charlotte, for the originals from which these fac similes are made.
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yet provided others, we judge it necessary for the better preservation of good order, to form

certain rules and regulations for the internal government of this county, until laws shall

bo provided for us by the Congress.

IV. That the inhabitants of this county do meet on a certain day appointed by the com-

mittee, and, having formed themselves into nine companies (to wit : eight for the county, and

one for the town), do choose a colonel and other military officers, who shall hold and exer-

cise their several powers by virtue of the choice, and independent of the crown of Great

Britain, and former Constitution of this province.

V. That for the better preservation of the peace and administration of justice, each of

those companies do choose from their own body two discreet freeholders, who shall be em-

powered each by himself, and singly, to decide and determine all matters of controversy

arising within said company, under the sum of twenty shillings, and jointly and together

all controversies under the sum of forty shillings, yet so as their decisions may admit of ap-

peal to the convention of the selectmen of the county, and also that any one of these men

shall have power to examine and commit to confinement persons accused of petit larceny.

VI. That those two selectmen thus chosen do jointly and together choose from the body

of their particular company two persons to act as constables, who may assist them in the

execution of their office.

VII. That upon the complaint of any persons to either of these selectmen, he do issue

his warrant directed to the constable, commanding him to bring the aggressor before him

to answer said complaint.

VIII. That these select eighteen selectmen thus appointed do meet every third Thurs-

day in January, April, July, and October, at the court-house in Charlotte, to hear and

determine all matters of controversy for sums exceeding forty shillings, also appeals; and

in case of felony to commit the persons convicted thereof to close confinement until the

Provincial Congress shall provide and establish laws and modes of proceeding in all such

cases.

IX. That these eighteen selectmen thus convened do choose a clerk, to record the trans-

actions of said convention, and that said clerk, upon the application of any person or persons

aggrieved, do issue his warrant to any of the constables of the company to which the of-

fender belongs, directing said constable to summon and warn said offender to appear before

said convention at their next sitting, to answer the aforesaid complaint.

X. That any person making complaint, upon oath, to the clerk, or any member of the

convention, that he has reason to suspect that any person or persons indebted to him in a

sum above forty shillings intend clandestinely to withdraw from the county without paying

the debt, the clerk or such member shall issue his warrant to the constable, commanding

him to take said person or persons into safe custody until the next sitting of the convention.

XI. That when a debtor for a sum above forty shillings shall abscond and leave the

county, the warrant granted as aforesaid shall extend to any goods or chattels of said debtor

as may be found, and such goods or chattels be seized and held in custody by the constable

for the space of thirty days, in which time, if the debtor fail to return and discharge the

debt, the constable shall return the warrant to one of the selectmen of the company, where

the goods are found, who shall issue orders to the constable to sell such a part of said goods

as shall amount to the sum due.

That when the debt exceeds forty shillings, the return shall be made to the convention,

who shall issue orders for sale.

XII. That all receivers and collectors of quit-rents, public and county taxes, do pay the

same into the hands of the chairman of this committee, to be by them disbursed as the pub-

lic exigencies may require, and that such receivers and collectors proceed no further in their

office until they be approved of by, and have given to this committee good and sufficient

security for a faithful return of such moneys when collected.

XIII. That the committee be accountable to the county for the application of all moneys

received from such public officers.
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XIV. That all these officers hold their commissions during the pleasure of their several

constituents.

XV". That this committee will sustain all damages to all or any of their officers thus

appointed, and thus acting, on account of their obedience and conformity to these rules.

X^'^I. That whatever person shall hereafter receive a commissio?i from the crown, or

attempt to exercise any such commission heretofore received, shall be deemed an enemy to

his country ; and upon confirmation being made to the captain of the company in which

he resides, the said company shall cause him to be apprehended and conveyed before two

selectmen, who, upon proof of the fact, shall commit said offender to safe custody, until the

next sitting of the committee, who shall deal with him as prudence may direct.

XVII. That any person refusing to yield obedience to the above rules shall be considered

equally criminal, and liable to the same punishment as the offenders above last mentioned.

XVIII. That these resolves be in full force and virtue until instructions from the Pro-

vincial Congress regulating the jurisprudence of the province shall provide otherwise, or the

legislative body of Great Britain resign its unjust and arbitrary pretensions with respect to

America.

XIX. That the eight militia companies in this county provide themselves with proper

arms and accouterments, and hold themselves in readiness to execute the commands and di-

rections of the General Congress of this province and this committee.

XX. That the committee appoint Colonel Thomas Polk and Dr. Joseph Kennedy to

purchase three hundred pounds of jJowder, six hundred pounds of lead, and one thousand

flints, for the use of the militia of this county, and deposit the same in such place as the com-

mittee may hereafter direct.

Signed by order of the Committee. Ephraim Brevard, Clerk of the Committee.^'*

These resolutions, which not only substantially declared the people of Mecklenburg, rep-

resented by the convention, free and independent of the British crown, but organized a civil

government upon a republican basis, were read to the assembled multitude from the court-

house door, and were received with loud acclaims of approbation. It is said that they were

read to fresh gatherings of the people several times during the day, and were always greeted

with cheers.

These resolutions formed the closing proceedings of the convention, and having provided

for the transmission of the resolutions to the Provincial Congress of North Carolina, to meet

in Hillsborough in August, and to the Continental Congress, then in session at Philadelphia,

it adjourned. Captain James Jack, of Charlotte, Avas the appointed messenger, and a few

days after the adjournment of the convention, he proceeded to Philadelphia, and placed

the papers in his charge, in the hands of Caswell, Hooper, and Hewes, the delegates in Con-

gress from North Carolina.' These gentlemen, perhaps considering the movement prema-

ture or too radical, did not make the proceedings public. They still hoped for reconcilia-

tion with the mother country, and were willing to avoid any act that might widen the

breach. They addressed a joint letter to the people of Mecklenburg, complimenting them

for their patriotism, recommending the strict observance of order, and expressing their belief

that the whole continent would soon follow their example, if the grievances complained of

were not speedily redressed. For the same prudential reasons, the Provincial Congress at

Hillsborough declined taking any immediate action upon their bold proceedings.^ But for

' It was the regular court day when Captain Jack passed through Salisbury. Mr. Kennon, a member
of the convention, was in attendance there, and persuaded Jack to permit the resolutions to be publicly

read. They were generally approved ; but two men (John Dunn and Benjamin Boote) pronounced them
treasonable, and proposed the forcible detention of Captain Jack. For this act, Dunn and Boote were ar-

rested by some armed men sent by the committee at Charlotte for the purpose. They were first sent to

Camden, in South Carolina, to be kept in confinement as "persons inimical to the country." They were
afterward sent to Charleston for better securitjS

* The papers were referred to a committee, who reported on the first of September. After some discus-

sion, the Congress resolved that "the present Association ought to be further relied on for bringing about a

reconciliation with the parent state." No further notice was taken of the matter, and this brilliant spark

was lost in the blaze of the Federal Declaration of Independence published the following year.
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this hesitation, growing out of a sincere desire to preserve the integrity of the British realm,

the world would long ago have conceded to the people of Mecklenburg, in North Carolina,

the distinguished honor of making a Declaration of Indeipeyidence of the British crown, thir-

teen months previous to the Federal declaration by the Continental Congress. That honor

has not only been withheld, but the fact denied by men presumed to have positive informa-

tion upon all subjects connected with Revolutionary events. Documentary evidence has

settled the question beyond cavil.'

' Almost fifty years this brilliant event in Mecklenburg county remained in obscurity, and when its ra-

diance appeared, it was believed to be only reflected light. There appeared in the Raleigh Register, April

30, 1819, a statement over the signature of J. M'Knitt, that a convention of representatives of the people

of Mecklenburg county met at Charlotte, on the nineteenth and twentieth of May, 1775, and by a series

of resolutions substantially declared themselves free and independent.* He alleged that Captain Jack

bore those resolutions to the Continental Congress, and placed them in the hands of the delegates from

North Carolina in that bod}-, who thought them premature. Mr. M'Knitt also stated that John M'Knitt

Alexander was the secretary of the convention, and that all of the original papers were destroyed when the

house of that gentleman was burned in April, 1800, but that copies of the proceedings were made, one of

which was sent to Dr. Hugh Williamson, of New York, who was writing a history of North Carolina, and

one to General William R. Davie. t This statement was copied from the Raleigh Register by the Essex

Register, of Massachusetts, and was brought to the notice of the venerable John Adams. Mr. Adams sent

the paper to Mr. Jefierson, accompanied with the remark that he thought it genuine. On the ninth of July,

1819, Mr. Jefferson replied to Mr. Adams's letter at some length, disclaiming all knowledge of such pro-

ceedings, and giving his decided opinion that the article in the Register was a "very unjustifiable quiz."t

Among his reasons for not believing the thing genuine, he mentioned the fact that no historian, not even

Williamson (whose History of North Carolina was published in 1812), alluded to any such proceedings.

Such was the fact, and public opinion was divided. It was singular, indeed, that such an important event

should not have been mentioned by Williamson, if he believed the resolutions sent to him by Mr. Alex-

ander to be true copies of those adopted in convention at Charlotte. Because of a similarity of expressions

and sentiments in these resolutions and the Federal Declaration of Independence, Mr. Jefferson was charged

with gross plagiarism,^ while the North Carolinians were charged with attempting to arrogate to them-

selves a glory which did not belong to them.

In 1829, Judge Martin's History of North Carolina appeared, and in vol. ii., pages 272-274, inclusive,

he publishes an account of the Mecklenburg proceedings, with the resolutions. These resolutions differ

materially from those which were possessed by General Davie, and published as authentic in a state pam-

phlet, prepared by order of the North Carolina Legislature, in 1831. Whence Judge Martin procured his

cop3', is not known. In 1830, a publication appeared denying the statements of the Raleigh Register in

1819, and also denying that a convention, with such results, was ever held at Charlotte. The friends of those

patriots whose names appeared as members of the convention in question, very properly tender of their

* The follQwing is a copy of the resolutions, which were in the possession of General William R.Davie, and are now in the

archives of the state, at Raleigh

:

" Resolved, 1. That whoever directly or indirectly abetted, or in any way, form, or manner, countenanced the unchartered

and dangerous invasion of our rights, as claimed by Great Britain, is ail enemy to this country—to America—and to the inher-

ent and inalienable rights of man.
" Resolved, 2. That we, the citizens of Mecklenburg county, do hereby dissolve the political bands which have connected us

to the mother country, and hereby absolve ourselves from all allegiance to the British crown, and abjure all political connection,

contract, or association with that nation, who have wantonly trampled on our rights and liberties, and inhumanly shed the blood

of American patriots at Lexington.
" Resolved, 3. That we do hereby declare ourselves a free and independent people ; are, and of right ought to be, a sovereign

and selfgoverning association, under the control of no power, other than that of our God, and the general government of the

Congress ; to the maintenance of which independence we solemnly pledge to each other our mutual cooperation, our Uvea, our

fortunes, and our most sacred honor.

" Resolved, 4. That as we acknowledge the existence and control of no law or legal officer, civil or military, within this county,

we do hereby ordain and adopt, as a rule of life, all, each, and every of our former laws
;
wherein, nevertheless, the crown of

Great Britain never can be considered as holding rights, privileges, immunities, or authority therein.

" Resolved, 5. That it is also further decreed, that all, each, and every military officer in this county is hereby retained in his

former command and authority, he acting conformably to these regulations. And that every member present of this delega-

tion shall henceforth be a civil officer, viz., a justice of the peace, in the character of a ' commiitee-man,' to issue process, hear

and determine all matters of controversy, according to said adopted laws; and to preserve peace, and union, and harmony in

said county ; and to use every exertion to spread the love of country and fire of freedom throughout America, until a more

general organized government be established in this province."

To these resolutions, it is said, a number of by-laws were appended to regulate the general conduct of citizens.

t The house of Mr. Alexander was destroyed in April, 1800. The date of the earliest copy of the resolutions is September of

the same vear - + Jefferson's Memoirs and Correspondence, iv., 322.

6. The chief ground upon which this charge was predicated, was the identity of expression in the last clause of the third resolu-

tion, and the closing of the Federal Declaration—"We pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our most sacred honor."

This charge has no weight when it is considered that this was a common parliamentary suffix. Gibbon, writing to his friend

Sheffield concerning the Boston Port Bill, in 1774, said, " We voted an address of hves and fortunes, &c." See volume i. of liiia

work, page 515.
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Charlotte was the point to which Gates retreated, with a few followers, after the disas-

trous battle near Camden, in August, 1780, and soon afterward it became the scene of act-

reputation and the honor of the state, sought for proof that such a convention, with such glorious resuhs, was

held in Charlotte. The testimonies of several living witnesses of the fact were procured, some of them as

early as 1819-20, and some as late as 1830. Their certificates all agree as to the main fact that such a con-

vention was held, but all are not explicit as to date, and some evidently point to other resolves than those refer-

red to. These discrepancies caused doubts, and the public mind was still unsatisfied. To set the matter at

rest the Legislature of North Carolina appointed a committee to investigate the subject. The result was pub-

lished in pamnhlet form in 1831, and the statement made in the Raleigh Register in 1819 was endorsed as

true. The certificates alluded to (which al.so appear in Force's American Archives, ii., 855) are published

therein too-ether with the names of the Mecklenburg Committee appended thereto. Yet one stubborn fact

remained in the way—a fact favorable to a belief in the undoubted truth and sincerity of Mr. Jefferson in his

denial namely, that in no public records or files of newspapers of the day had the resolutions of the twen-

tieth or an account of the convention, been discovered. Some of the most important of those of the thirty-

first were published in the Massachusetts Spy in 1775. Doubt still hung over the genuineness of the publish-

ed resolutions, and eminent men in North Carolina made earnest searches for further testimony, but in vain.

In 1847, the Reverend Thomas Smyth, D.D., of Charleston, published an inquiry into " The true Origin

and Source of the Mecklenburg and National Declaration of Independence," in which, assuming the pub-

lished resolutions, purporting to have been adopted at Charlotte., on the twentieth of May, 1775, to be gen-

nine copies of the originals prepared by Dr. Brevard, he advances an ingenious theory, by which Mr. Jeffer-

son is impliedly defended against the charge of plagiarism and subsequent misrepresentation. Assuming

that both Jefferson and Dr. Brevard were, as students of history, familiar with the confessions, covenants, and

bands (declarations and pledges) of the Presbyterian Reformers of Scotland and Ireland in the sixteenth and

seventeenth centuries, he draws the conclnsion that their ideas, and even their expressions, were copied from

those instruments of a people struggling for religious freedom. As a proof that such forms were appealed

to, he quotes Jefferson's acknowledgment {Memoirs, &c., i., 2), that to a Scotch Presbyterian tutor he was

indebted for his republican bias; and his statement (p. 6) that, in preparing a resolution at Williamsburg,

recommending a fast on the first of June, 1774, they " rummaged over" Rushworth " for the revolutionary

precedents and forms of the Puritans of that day." Upon these premises. Dr. Smyth argues that Mr. Jef-

ferson and Dr. Brevard doubtless drew water from the same well, without a knowledge of each other's act

—a well from which copious draughts were made by the Father of our Republic.

While these inquiries were in progress, the discovery of documentary evidence settled the main question

beyond cavil, and established the fact that, on the thirty-first of May, 1775, the people of Mecklenburg, in

a representative convention assembled, pa.ssed resolutions equivalent in spirit to a declaration of independ-

ence, and organized a civil government upon the basis of political independence. Among the most inde-

fatigable searchers after the truth, was the Honorable David L. Swain, late governor of North Carolina. A
manuscript proclamation of Governor Martin, dated August 8, 1775, which was deposited in the archives

of the state by Reverend Francis L. Hawks, D.D., was found to contain the following words: " And where-

as, I have also seen a most infamous publication in the Cape Fear Mercury, importing to be resolves of a set

of people styling themselves a committee for the county of Mecklenburg, most traitorously declaring the

entire dissolution of the laws, government, and Constitution of this country, and setting up a system of rule

and regulation repugnant to the laws, and subversive of his majesty's government," &e., &c. Here was a clue.

After repeated searches at the instance of Mr. Swain, a copy of the South Carolina Gazette and Country

Journal, dated "Tuesday, June 13, 1775," and containing the entire set of resolutions printed on pages

620-21, bearing date of May 31, 1775, was discovered by Dr. Joseph Johnson, in the Charleston Library.*

These were copied, and sent to Mr. Swain, who immediately forwarded a copy to Mr. Bancroft, the histo-

rian, then the American minister at the court of St. James. Before they reached Mr. Bancroft at London,

that gentleman had discovered in the State Paper Office a copy of the same South Carolina paper, contain-

ing the resolutions. This paper was sent to Lord Dartmouth, the secretary of state for the colonies, by Sir

James Wright, then governor of Georgia. In a letter which accompanied the papers, Governor Wright

said, " By the inclosed paper your lordship will see the extraordinary resolves of the people of Charlotte-

town, in Mecklenburg county
;
and I should not be surprised if the same should be done every where else."

These facts Mr. Bancroft communicated in a letter to Mr. Swain, written on the fourth of July, 1848.

The only question unsettled now is. Whether the Mecklenburg Committee assembled at an earlier date

than the thirty-first of May, 1775, and adopted the resolutions which were in possession of General Davie,

and published in the Raleigh Register in 1819. It is a question of minor historical importance, since the

great fact is established beyond cavil, that more than a year previous to the promulgation of the Federal

Declaration, the people of Mecklenburg declared their entire independence of the British crown, and, in

pursuance of that declaration, organized a civil government.

* Dr. Johnson, in his Traditions and Reminiscences of the Revolution (Charleston, 1851), gives a fac simile of a hand-bill, contain-

ing the first three of the Mecklenburg Resolutions published in the state pamphlet, together with the names ol the committee.

Dr. Johnson says it is "the oldest publication of the Mecklenburg Declaration yet found in print." This is a significant fact. The

handbill was printed by Heiskell and Brown, who estabhshed their printing-office at Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1816. This docu-

ment is not now (1852) more than thirty- five years old. It was probably printed at about the time (1819) when the resolutions

appeared in the Raleigh Register.
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Movements of Comwallis and his Subordinates. Colonel Polk suspected. General William R. Davie

bOct.7.

ual hostilities. After refreshing his army at Camden, and adopting further measures for

keeping down the spirit of rising rebeUion in South CaroHna, Cornwallis moved, with his

a Sept 8 forces, toward Charlotte, a for the purpose of giving encouragement to the timid

1780. Loyalists between the Yadkin and the Catawba ; to assist Major Ferguson, who
was then across the Broad River attempting to embody the militia in the service of the

king ; to awe the Republicans, who were in the ascendant in Mecklenburg, Rowan, and vicin-

ity ; in fact, to conquer North Carolina before Congress could organize another army at the

South. Cornwallis reached Charlotte toward the close of the month, where he expected to

be joined by Ferguson and his Loyalists. But he was doomed to disappointment ; that

officer was soon afterward killed, and his whole force was broken up in a severe battle on

King's Mountain. b Cornwallis was diligent in issuing his proclamations, in which

he denounced " the rebels ;" offered pardon to those who should seek it, and protec-

tion to persons and property to those who would accept it. Gates, in the mean while, had

retired, with the remnant of his army, to Salisbury, and soon proceeded to Hillsborough.

Hundreds, who were stanch patriots, came forward and accepted protection from Cornwallis,

for they saw no alternative but that and the

|ki^ ruin of their famihes and estates. Among
^^. them was Colonel Thomas Polk, who thereby

incurred the suspicions of his countrymen ; but

when the danger was over, he renounced the

forced allegiance. Non-conformity would have

insured the destruction of all his property ; he

wisely accepted a protection, saved his estate,

and was under a cloud of distrust only for a

short season.'

When Cornwallis marched from Camden,

on the east side of the Wateree, Tarleton trav-

ersed the country, with his legion, on the west

side of that river. At the Waxhaws, Corn-

wallis halted, and there Tarleton united with

the main body. On the fifth of September,

Major William R. Davie" was appointed, by

Governor Nash, colonel commandant of cavalry,

and, with Major George Davidson, was very

active in collecting supplies for Gates's broken

The acceptance of protection from the Brit-' Colonel Polk was commissary of provisions at that time

ish was considered equivalent to a renuncia-

tion of republicanism. He was, therefore, de-

nounced as a Tory. Among Gates's papers in

the New York Historical Society is the fol-

lowing order, issued after Cornwallis had re-

treated to Winnsborough :
" From a number

of suspicious circumstances respecting the con-

duct and behavior of Colonel Thomas Polk,

commissary general of provisions for the State

of North Carolina, and commissary of pur-

chases for the Continental troops, it is our

opinion that the said Colonel Polk should be

directly ordered to Salisbury to answer for

his conduct ; and that the persons of Duncan
Ochiltree and William M'Aferty* be likewise

brought under guard to Salisbury. Given

unanimously as our opinion, this twelfth day of November, 1780."
* William Richardson Davie was born at Egremont, near Whitehaven, England, on the twentieth of .Tune,

* M'Cafferty, as the name is properly spelled, was a wealthy Scotchman, and was employed by Cornwallis as a guide when

he left Charlotte

C^^^2^J>^::^^^'''"*"^
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army, and in repressing the depredations of the British. They had continually maneuvered

in trout of the approaching enemy, and fell gradually back to Charlotte as the British pressed

onward. While encamped at Providence, Davie learned that some Tories and light troops

were on the western bank of the Catawba, not far distant. He determined to beat up their

quarters; and early on the morning of the twenty-first of September,^ he surprised

them at Captain Wahab's' plantation, and killed and wounded sixty, while he lost but

one man wounded. He took ninety-six horses, with their equipments, and one hundred and

twenty stand of arms, and returned to his camp, having marched sixty miles within twenty-

four hours.

On the day of the engagement at Wahab's, Generals Sumner and Davidson, with their

brigades of militia, arrived at Providence. On the advance of the British, they retreated

to Salisbury, ordering Colonel Davie and Major Joseph Graham to annoy the enemy on his

march. Four days afterward, Cornwallis having established a post at Blair's Mill, on Five

Mile Creek, commenced his march toward Charlotte, by the Steel Creek road. Davie and

Graham were on the alert, annoying him all the way. They took several of his men pris-

oners, in one or two skirmishes. Davie reached Charlotte at midnight, b and de-
. b Sept. 25.

termined to give the enemy a warm reception. He dismounted his cavalry, who
were armed with swords, pistols, and muskets, and posted them in front of the court-house,

under cover of a stone wall, breast high. His infantry and Graham's volunteers were ad-

vanced eighty yards in front on each side of the street, covered by the garden inclosures of

the villagers. While this arrangement was in progress, Tarleton's legion, the van of the royal

army, approached. Tarleton was sick, and Major Hanger was in command. As soon as

he reached the Common at the entrance of the village, and observed the Americans, Hanger's

trumpeter sounded a charge. The cavalry moved slowly, while the flanking infantry at-

tacked Graham and his party. While they were engaged. Hanger, with his cavalry, rushed

toward the court-house, when Davie poured a deadly volley upon them. They recoiled, but

were instantly rallied on the Common. In the mean while, the contest in the street was
warmly maintained. Again the cavalry charged, and again fell back in confusion to the

Common. The British infantiy having gained Davie's right, he withdrew from the court-

house, and formed his line on the eastern side of the town. Cornwallis had now reached

the cavalry, and upbraided them for want of courage. They charged a third time, when
Davie, having mounted his men, gave the enemy such a reception that they again fell back

to the Common. The 71st and 33d British regiments of Webster's brigade (which fought so

gallantly at Guilford nearly five months afterward) now advanced to the support of the light

1756. He came with his father to America at the age of five years, and was adopted by William Rich-

ardson, a maternal uncle, who lived near the Catawba, in South Carolina. He commenced study at Prince-

ton, but during the summer of 1776 entered the army as a volunteer. He resumed his studies after the

battle of Long Island, graduated in the autumn of 1776, and returned to Carolina, where he commenced the

study of law in Salisbury. He was elected lieutenant of a troop of horse in 1779, and was attached to

Pulaski's legion. He soon rose to the rank of major. At Stono, below Charleston, he was wounded in the

thigh. When he recovered, he returned to Salisbury and resumed his books. In the winter of 1780, he

raised a troop of cavalry, with which he was very active in beating back the enemy, while forcing his way
northward. He was in the battle at Hanging Rock

;
with Rutherford at Ramsour's Mills, and nobly con-

fronted the British army at Charlotte, after a brilliant display of courage and skill at Wahab's plantation.

General Greene appointed Davie commissary general of the Southern army ; and he was with that officer

in his Retreat, and at the battles at Guilford, Hobkirk's Hill, and Ninety-Six. In 1783, he commenced his

career as a lawyer, and the same year married the daughter of General Allen Jones. He was a member
of the convention which framed the Federal Constitution. He was instrumental in procuring the erection

of the buildings of the University at Chapel Hill, and as grand master of the Masonic Fraternity, he laid the

corner stone. He received the commission of major general of militia in 1797, and in 1798 was appointed

a brigadier in the army of the United States. He was elected governor of North Carolina the same year,

and in 1799 was appointed an embassador to France by President Adams. On his return, he was en-

gaged in some Indian treaties, but on the death of his wife in 1803, he withdrew from public life. He died

at Tivoli, near Landsford, in South Carolina, in December, 1820, in the sixty-fourth year of his age.

^ Captain Wahab was with Davie on this occasion, and for the first time in many months had the oppor-

tunity of embracing his wife and children. Before he was out of sight of his dwelling, he saw his dear

ones driven from it by the foe, and their shelter burned to the ground, without the power to protect them.
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troops. Davie, perceiving the contest now to be very unequal, retreated toward Salisbury,

leaving Cornwallis master of Charlotte. Colonel Francis Locke (who commanded at Pvara-

sour's) and five privates were killed ; and Major Graham and twelve others were wounded

in this action. The British lost twelve non-commissioned officers and privates, killed ; Ma-

jor Hanger, two captains, and many privates, were wounded. Cornwallis remained in Char-

lotte until the fourteenth of October, when he retreated southward. It had been his inten-

tion to advance northward ; but the loss of Ferguson and his corps, and the general luke-

warmness, if not absolute hostility of the people, and the constant annoyance by the Ameri-

can troops," caused him to retrograde, and on the twenty-ninth he established his head-quar-

ters at Winnsborough, in Fairfield District, South Carolina, midway between the Catawba

and Broad Rivers. There we shall leave the earl for the present.

The British army, while at Charlotte, lay encamped upon a plain, south of the town, on

the right side of the road. Cornwallis's head-quarters were next to the southeast corner of

the street from the court-house ; and most of the other houses were occupied, in part, by his

officers. I found no person in Charlotte yet living who remembered the British occupation

and the noble deeds of the patriots ; but history, general and local, fully attests the patriot-

ism of its inhabitants during the whole war.^ It was never visited by the British army

after Cornwallis returned to Winnsborough, and only for a short time was the head-quar-

ters of the American army, while Gates was preparing for another campaign. It was at

T> o this place General Greene took the command of the Southern army from Gates,
a Dec. .3, x^ •'

I'^t^o- fifty days after Cornwallis decamped a

' Provisions soon became scarce in the British camp, for the people in the neighborhood refused a supply.

In Colonel Polk's mill, two miles from the town, they found twenty-eight thousand weight of flour, and a

quantity of wheat. Foraginn; parties went out daily for cattle and other necessaries, but so hostile were

the people that Webster's and Rawdon's brigades were obliged to move, on alternate days, as a covering

party. There were few sheep, and the cattle were so lean that they killed one hundred head a day. On
one day, according to Stedman (who was commissary), they killed thirty-seven cows with calf. Frequent

skirmishes occurred. On one occasion, the plantation of jNIr. INl'Intyre, seven miles north of Charlotte, on

the road to Beattie's Ford, was plundered, the family having barely time to escape. While loading their

wajjons with plunder, a bee-hive was overturned, and the insects made a furious attack upon the soldiers.

While their commander stood in the door laughing at the scene, a party of twelve patriots approached ;*

in a moment, the captain, nine men, and two horses lay dead upon the ground The British hastily retreat-

ed to their camp, believing that a large American force was concealed near.

^ On one occasion, the young ladies of Mecklenburg and Rowan entered into a pledge not to receive the

attentions of young men who would not volunteer in defense of the country, they " being of opinion that

such persons as stay loitering at home, when the important calls of the country demand their military serv-

ices abroad, must certainly be destitute of that nobleness of sentiment, that brave and manly spirit which

would qualify them to be the defenders and guardians of the fair sex."

—

South Carolina and American

General Gazette^ February, 1780.

* One of the twelve was George Graham, brother of General Joseph Graham. He was born in Pennsylvania, in 175S, and

went to North Carolina, with his widowed mother, when six years of age. He was educated at Queen's Museum, and was

sti-ongly imbued with the republican principles of the Scotch-Irish of that region. He was one of the party who rode from

Charlotte to Salisbury and arrested those who proposed to detain Captain Jack, as mentioned on page 621. He was active in

partisan duties while the British were at Charlotte. After the war, he rose to the rank of major general of militia, and often

served his country in the State Legislature. He died at Charlotte, on the twenty-ninth of March, 1826, in the sixty-eighth year

of his age.
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Departure from Charlotte. Gold Region of North Carolina. Tuckesege Ford.

CHAPTER XXIV.

" We marched to the Cowpens, Campbell was there,

Shelby, Cleveland, and Colonel Sevier
;

Men of renown, sir, like lions, so bold

—

Like lions undaunted, neer to be controlled.

We set out on our march that very same nij^ht

;

Sometimes we were wrong, sometimes we were right

;

Our hearts being run in true liberty's mold,

We valued not hunger, wet, weary, or cold.

On the top of King's Mountain the old rogue we found,

And, like brave heroes, his camp did surround
;

Like lightning, the flashes
; like thunder, the noise

;

Our rifles struck the poor Tories with sudden surprise.'"

Old Son'g.'

HE Sabbath which I passed in Charlotte was exceedingly unpleasant.

The morning air was keen and hazy ; snow fell toward evening, and night

set in with a gloomy prospect for the morrow's travel. I breakfasted by

candle-light on Monday morning, and before sunrise was on the road for

King's Mountain and the Cowpens. I passed the United States Branch

Mint, upon the road leading from the village to the Tuckesege or Great

Catawba Ford, and at the forks, about a mile from the toAvn, halted a

moment to observe the operation of raising gold ore from a mine, by a horse and windlass.

This mine had not been worked for fifteen years, owing to litigation, and now yielded spar-

ingly. The vein lies about seventy feet below the surface. This is in the midst of the

gold region of North Carolina, which is comprehended within the limits of eleven counties.'

From Charlotte to the Catawba, a distance of eleven miles, the country is very hilly, and

the roads were bad the greater portion of the way. I crossed the Catawba at the Tucke-

sege Ford, the place where General Rutherford and his little army passed, on the evening

of the nineteenth of June, 1780, when on their

way to attack the Tories at Ramsour's Mills.'

I was piloted across by a lad on horseback.

The distance from shore to shore, in the di-

rection of the ford, is more than half a mile,

the water varying in depth from ten inches to

three feet, and running in quite a rapid cur-

rent. In the passage, which is diagonal, two

islands, covered with shrubbery and trees, are

traversed. This was Charley's first experi-

ence in fording a very considerable stream, and

he seemed to participate with me in the sat-

isfaction experienced in setting foot upon the

solid ground of the western shore. I allowed him to rest while 1 made the above sketch,

' The song called " The Battle of King's Mountain," from which these lines are taken, was very popular

in the Carolinas until some years after the close of the war. It was sung with applause at political meet-

inffs, wedding parties, and other gatherings, where the ballad formed a part of the proceedinn-s. Mr.
M"Elwees, an old man of eighty-seven, who fought under Sumter, and with whom I passed an evening,

within two miles of King's Mountain, remembered it well, and repeated the portion here given.

^ These are Randolph, Montgomery, Richmond, Davidson, Stanley, Anson, Cabarras, Rowan, Iredell,

Mecklenburg, and Lincoln, all east of the Catawba. ^ See page 597.
» This view is from the western bank of the Catawba, looking down the stream.

View at Tuckesege Kokd.*
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Passage of the South Fork of the Catawba. Loss of Way in a Forest. Road to King's Mountain.

and then we pushed on toward the South Fork of the Catawba, almost seven miles farther.

I was told that the ford there was marked by a row of rocks, occurring at short intervals

across the stream ; but when I reached the bank, kw of them could be seen above the sur-

face of the swift and swollen current. The distance across is about two hundred and fifty

yards, and the whole stream flows in a single channel. The passage appeared (as it really

was) very dangerous, and I had no guide. As the day was fast waning away, a storm

seemed to be gathering, and there was not an inhabitant within a mile, I resolved to ven-

ture alone, relying upon the few rocks visible for indications of the safest place for a passage.

Taking my port-folio of drawings from my trunk, and placing it beside me on the seat, and

then folding my wagon-top, I was prepared to swim, if necessary, and save my sketches, if

possible. Charley seemed loth to enter the flood, but once in, he breasted the stream like a

philosopher. Twice the wheels ran upon rocks, and the wagon was almost overturned, the

water being, in the mean while, far over the hubs ; and when within a few yards of the

southern shore, we crossed a narrow channel, so deep that my horse kept his feet with dif-

ficulty, and the wagon, having a tight body, floated for a moment. The next instant we

struck firm ground. I breathed freer as we ascended the bank, and with a thankful heart

rode on toward Falls's house of entertainment, away among the hills near the South Caro-

lina line, twenty-six miles from Charlotte.

On account of numerous diverging ways, it was very difficult to keep in the right road

from the South Fork to Falls's. I tried to reach there before dark, but the clouds thick-

ened, and night fell suddenly. In the uncertain twilight, I missed a diverging road which

I was directed to pursue, and got into the midst of a vast pine forest. Just before entering

the woods, I had a glimpse of Croivders Knob, the highest peak of King's Mountain, es-

timated to be three thousand feet above the level of the sea.' It was about twelve miles

distant, and loomed up from the wilderness of pines which intervened, like some ancient cas-

tle in the dim light. For more than an hour I pursued the forest road, without perceiving

the diverging one which I was directed to follow. I stopped to listen for sounds of habita-

tion. All was silent but the moaning of the wind among the pine boughs, the solemn voice

of an owl, and the pattering of the rain upon my wagon-top. For almost another hour I

rode on in the gloom, without perceiving an opening in the forest, and I began to think I

should be obliged to " camp out" for the night. Again I listened, and was cheered by the

distant barking of a dog. I gave Charley a loose rein, and in twenty minutes an open field

appeared, and the glimmer of a candle. A shout brought the master of the cottage to the

door, and, in reply to my solicitation for food and shelter until morning, he informed me that

a contagious disease, which had destroyed two of his family, yet prevailed in his house. He
could not offer me the hospitalities of his roof and table, but he would mount his horse and

guide me to Falls's, which was four miles distant. I was glad to avoid the contagion, and

to reward him liberally for his kind pilotage. I ascertained that I had been within a quar-

ter of a mile of Falls's, but, missing the " turn out," had traversed another road several miles

back in the direction of Charlotte I

Mr. Falls was the postmaster, and an intelligent man, apparently about sixty years of

age. It was the anniversary of the battle of New Orleans, in 1815, ^ and as the
"°'

old man had a brother killed in that engagement, it was a day always memorable to

him. I was entertained with the frank hospitality so common in the Carolinas, and at my
request breakfast was ready at early dawn. A more gloomy morning can not well be con-

ceived. Snow had fallen to the depth of two inches during the night, and when I departed,

a chilling east wind, freighted with sleet, was sweeping over the barren country. King's

Mountain battle-ground was fourteen miles distant, and I desired to reach there in time to

make my notes and sketches before sunset. The roads, except near the water courses, were

sandy and quite level, but the snow made the traveling heavy. Six miles from Falls's, I

forded Crowder's Creek, a stream about ten yards wide, deep and sluggish, which rises from

The siJes of this peak are very precipitous, and its top is accessible to man only upon one side.
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Visit to the King's Mountain Battle-ground. Cliaracter of the Locality. View of the Battle-groiind

Crowder's Knob, and, after a course of eighteen miles, falls into the Catawba. A little be-

yond it, I passed a venerable post oak, which was shivered, but not destroyed, by lightning

the previous summer. It there marks the dividing-line between North and South Caro-

lina. At noon the storm ceased; the clouds broke, and at three o'clock, when I reached

the plantation of Mr. Leslie, whose residence is the nearest one to the battle-ground, the sun

was shining warm and bright, and the snow had disappeared in the open fields.

When my errand was made known, Mr. Leslie brought two horses from his stable, and

within twenty minutes after my arrival we were in the saddle and traversing a winding

way toward Clarke's Fork of King's Creek. From that stream, to the group of hills among

which the battle was fought, the ascent is almost imperceptible. The whole range, in that

vicinity, is composed of a series of great undulations, from whose sides burst innumerable

springs, making every ravine sparkle with running water. The hills are gravelly, contain-

ing a few small bowlders. They are covered with oaks, chestnuts, pines, beaches, gums,

and tulip poplars, and an undergrowth of post oaks, laurel, and sour-wood. The large trees

stand far apart, and the smaller ones are not very thick, so that the march of an army over

those gentle elevations was comparatively easy. Yet it was a strange place for an encamp-

ment or a battle ; and to one acquainted with that region, it is difficult to understand Avhy

Ferguson and his band were there at all.

We tied our horses near the grave of Ferguson and his fellow-sleepers, and ascended to

the summit of the hill whereon the British troops were encamped and fought. The battle-

ground is about a mile and a half south of the North Carolina line. It is a stony ridge,

View at King s Mountain Battle grou>d '

extending north and south, and averaging about one hundred feet in height above the ra-

vines which surround it. It is nearly a mile in length, very narrow upon its summit, with

steep sides. From its top we could observe Cronxlers Knob in the distance, and the hills

of less altitude which compose the range. ^ The sun was declining, and its slant rays,

^ This view is from the foot of the hill, whereon the hottest of the fight occurred. The north slope of

that eminence is seen on the left. In the center, within a sort of basin, into which several ravines converge,

is seen the simple monument erected to the memory of Ferguson and others ; and in the foreground, on

the right, is seen the great tulip-tree, upon which, tradition says, ten Tories were hung.
* The range known as King's Mountain extends about sixteen miles from north to south, with several

spurs spreading laterally in each direction. One of these extends to the Broad River, near the Cherokee

Ford, where I crossed that stream on my return from the Cowpens. Many of its spurs abound in marble

and iron, and from its bosom a great number of streams, the beginning of rivers, gush out. The battle-

ground is about twelve miles northwest of Yorkville, and one hundred and ninety from Charleston.
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Past and Present. Major Ferguson detached to the Upper Country. Gathering of Tories. Surprise at Greene's Spring.

gleaming through the boughs dripping with melting snows, garnished the forest for a few

moments with all the seeming splendors of the mines
;
gold and silver, diamonds and rubies,

emeralds and sapphires, glittered upon every branch, and the glowing pictures of the Arabian

Nights, which charmed boyhood with the records of wondrous visions, crowded upon the

memory like realities. Alas I on this very spot, where the sun-light is braiding its gorgeous

tapestry, and suggesting nothing but love, and beauty, and adoration, the clangor of steel,

the rattle of musketry, the shout of victory, and the groans of dying men, whose blood in-

carnadined the forest sward, and empurpled the mountain streams, were once heard—it was

an aceldama ; and there, almost at our feet, lie the ashes of men slain by their brother

man ! History thus speaketh of the event

:

On the sixteenth of August, 1780, the Americans, under General Gates, Avere defeated

by Cornwallis, near Camden, and dispersed. Two days afterward, Tarleton defeated Sum-

ter at Rocky Mount, and elsewhere the American partisan corps were unsuccessful. The
whole South now appeared to be completely subdued under the royal power ; and the con-

queror, tarrying at Camden, busied himself in sending his prisoners to Charleston, in ascer-

taining the condition of his distant posts at Ninety-Six and Augusta, and in establishing

civil government in South Carolina. Yet his success did not impair his vigilance. West

of the Wateree' were bands of active Whigs, and parties of those who were defeated near

Camden were harassing the upper country. Cornwallis detached Major Ferguson, a most

excellent officer and true marksman, of the 71st regiment," with one hundred and ten regulars

under the command of Captain Depuyster, and about the same number of Tories, with an

ample supply of arms and other military stores. He ordered him to embody the Loyalists

beyond the Wateree and the Broad Rivers ; intercept the Mountain Men,^ who were retreat-

ing from Camden, and also the Americans, under Colonel Elijah Clarke, of Georgia, who

were retiring from an attack upon Augusta ; endeavor to crush the spirit of rebellion, which

was still rife ; and, after scouring the upper part of South Carolina, toward the mountains,

join him at Charlotte. Ferguson at first made rapid marches to overtake the Mountain

Men, and cut off Clarke's forces. Failing in this, he proceeded leisurely, collecting all the

Tories in his path, until about the last of September, when he encamped with more than a

thousand men, at a place called Gilbert Town, west of the Broad Pwiver, near the site of the

present village of Rutherfordton, the county seat of R-utherford, in North Carolina.^ These

were all well armed, ^ and Ferguson began to feel strong. True to their instincts, his Tory

recruits committed horrible outrages upon persons and property wherever they went, and

this aroused a spirit of the fiercest vengeance among the patriots. At difierent points, large

^ The Wateree River is that portion of the Catawba which flows through South Carolina. It is the

Catawba to the dividing-line of the states, and, after its junction with the Congaree, is called the Santee.

The Congaree is formed by a union of the Broad and Saluda Rivers at Columbia, the head of steam-boat

navigation upon the Santee and Congaree. from the ocean.

^ This was the regiment that behaved so gallantly at the battle of Guilford.

^ The pioneers who had settled in the wilderness beyond the mountains, now Kentucky and Tennessee,

were called 3Iountain Men.
* While Ferguson was in Spartanburg District, on his way toward Gilbert Town, a detachment of his little

army had a severe skirmish with Colonel Clarke and his men at Greene's Spring. Clarke and his com-

pany, some two hundred in number, had stopped at the plantation of Captain Dillard, who was one of them,

and, after partaking of refreshments, proceeded to Greene's Spring. The same evening Ferguson arrived

at Dillard's, whose wife soon learned, from the conversation of some of his men, that they knew where

Clarke was encamped, and intended to surprise him that night. She hastily prepared supper for Ferguson

and his men, and while they were eating she stole from the room, bridled a young horse, and, without a

saddle, rode to the encampment of Clarke, and warned him of impending danger. In an instant every man
was at his post, prepared for the enemy. Very soon Colonel Dunlap, with two hundred picked mounted

men, sent by Ferguson, fell upon the camp of Clarke. Day had not yet dawned, and the enemy were

greatly surprised and disconcerted when they found the Americans fully prepared to meet them. For fif-

teen minutes the conflict raged desperately in the gloom, when the Tories were repulsed with great

slaughter, and the survivors hastened back to Ferguson's camp.
^ Those of his recruits who were without arms Ferguson furnished with rifles. Some of them so fixed

the large knives which they usually carried about them, in the muzzle of their rifles, as to be used as bayo-

nets, if occasion should require.
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Leaders of the Mountain Men. Ferguson West of the Broad River. Expedition against him. Concentration of Troops.

bodies of volunteers assembled simultaneously, without concert, and placed themselves under

tried leaders, the chief of whom were Colonels Campbell, of Virginia ; Cleaveland, Shelby,

Sevier, and M'Dowell, of North Carolina ; and Lacy, Hawthorn, and Hill, of South Car-

olina. They all had but one object in view—the destruction of the marauders under Fer-

guson. They were men admirably fitted by their daily pursuits for the privations which

they were called upon to endure. They had neither tents, baggage, bread, or salt, and no

Commissary Department to furnish regular supplies. Potatoes, pumpkins, roasted corn, and

occasionally a bit of venison supplied by their own rifles, composed their daily food. Such

were the men who were gathering among the mountains and valleys of the Upper Carolinas

to beat back the invaders.

On his way to Gilbert Town, Ferguson had succeeded in capturing two of the Mountain

Men. These he paroled, and enjoined them to tell the officers on the Western waters, that

if they did not desist from their opposition and " take protection under his standard, he

would march his army over the mountains, hang their leaders, and lay waste their country

with fire and sword.'" While Colonel Charles M'Dowell,'' of Burke county, who, on the

approach of Ferguson, had gone over the mountains to obtain assistance, was in consultation

with Colonels Shelby and Sevier, the paroled prisoners arrived, and delivered their message.

These officers were not dismayed by the savage threat of Ferguson, but decided that each

should endeavor to raise all the men that could be enlisted, and that the forces thus collect-

ed should rendezvous at Watauga on the twenty-fifth of September. It was also agreed

that Colonel Shelby should give intelligence of their movements to Colonel William Camp-
bell, of Washington county, in Virginia, hoping that he would raise a force to assist them.

The following official report of events from the meeting of these several forces at Watau-
ga, until the defeat of Ferguson, I copied from the original

manuscript among Gates's papers. It is full, yet concise,

and being official, with the signatures of the three princi-

pal officers engaged in the afiair, attached, it is perfectly

reliable :'

" On receiving intelligence that Major Ferguson had

advanced up as high as Gilbert Town, in Rutherford

county, and threatened to cross the mountains to the

Western waters, Colonel William Campbell, with four

hundred men, from Washington county, of Virginia, Col-

onel Isaac Shelby, with two hundred and forty men, from

Sullivan county, of North Carolina, and Lieutenant-col-

onel John Sevier, with two hundred and forty men, of

V, ' "^ Washington county, of North Carolina, assembled at Wa-
CoLONEL Isaac Shelby.* tauga, on the twenty-fifth day of September, where they

' General Joseph Graham, who lived in the vicinity of King's Mountain, and knew many of those who
were employed in the battle, wrote a graphic account of the events connected with that affair. His ac-

count is published in Footes Sketches of North Carolina, page 264—269, inclusive.

^ The M'Dowells were all brave men. Joseph and William, the brothers of Charles, were with him in

the battle on King's Mountain. Their mother, Ellen M'Dowell, was a woiTian of remarkable energy. Mrs.

Ellet relates that on one occasion some marauders carried offsome property during the absence of her hus-

band. She assembled some of her neighbors, started in pursuit, and recovered the property. When her

husband was secretly making gunpowder in a cave, she burned the charcoal for the purpose upon her own
hearth, and carried it to him. Some of the powder thus manufactured was used in the battle on King's

Mountain.— Women of the Revolution, iii., 356.

^ General Gates sent a copy of this report to Governor Jefferson for his perusal, and desired him to for-

ward it to Congress. His letter to Jefferson is dated Hillsborough, November 1, 1780.
^ Isaac Shelby was born on the eleventh of December, 1750, near the North Mountain, a few miles from

HageSjwn, in Maryland. His ancestors were from Wales. He learned the art of surveying, and at the

age of twenty-one years settled in Western Virginia. He was with his father, Evan Shelby, in the battle

at Point Pleasant, in 1774. He was afterward emploj'ed as a surveyor under Henderson & Co., in Ken-

tucky. In July, 1776, he was appointed captain of a company of minute-men by the Virginia Committee

of Safety. Governor Henry appointed him a commissary of supplies in 1777, and in 1778 he was attach-
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Selection of a Commander-inchief. March to the Cowpens. Colonels Shelby, Campbell, and Williams.

were joined by Colonel Charles M'Dowell, with one hundred and sixty men, from the coun-

ties of Burke and Rutherford, who had fled before the enemy to the Western waters. We
began our march on the twenty-sixth, and on the thirtieth we were joined by Colonel

Cleaveland, on the Catawba Pwiver, with three hundred and fifty men, from the counties of

Wilkes and Surry. No one officer having properly a right to the command in chief, on the

first of October we dispatched an express' to Major-general Gates, informing him of our

situation, and requested him to send a general officer to take command of the whole. In

the mean time. Colonel Campbell' was chosen to act as commandant till such general offi-

cer should arrive. We marched to the Coicpens, on Broad Pwiver, in South Carolina, where

we were joined by Colonel James Williams,' with four hundred men, on the evening of the

ed to the Continental Commissary Department. In the spring of 1779, he was elected a member of the

Virginia Legislature, from Washington county, and in the autumn Governor Jefferson gave him the com-

mission of a^TiaJor. He was engaged in defining the boundary-line between Virginia and North Carolina,

the result of which placed his residence in the latter state. Governor Caswell soon afterward appointed

him a colonel of the new county of Sullivan. In the summer of 1780, he was engaged in locating lands

for himself in Kentucky, when he heard of the fall of Charleston. He returned home to engage in re-

pelliniT the invaders. He raised three hundred mounted riflemen, crossed the mountains, and joined Col-

onel Charles M'Dowell, near the Cherokee Ford, on the Broad River. In that vicinity he was very active,

until he joined other officers of like grade in an attack upon Major Ferguson, on King's JNIountain. Col-

onel Shelby soon afterward suggested to Greene the expedition which resulted so brilliantly at the Cow-

pens. In the campaign of 1781, Shelby served under Marion, and was in the skirmish at Monk's Corner.

Colonel Shelby was alnember of the North Carolina Legislature in 1782
;
and tt;n years afterward, he was

among the framers of the Constitution of Kentucky. In May of that year, he was elected the first gov-

ernor^of the new state. He served one term with great distinction; and in 1812, consented again to an

election to the chief majristracy of Kentucky. His energy and Revolutionary fame aroused the patriotism

of his state when the war with Great Britain'broke out. At the head of four thousand volunteers, he march-

ed to the shores of Lake Erie, to assist General Harrison in his warfare with the British and Indians in the

Northwest. During the whole war. his services were great and valuable in the highest degree; and for

his bravery at the battle of the Thames, Congress honored him with a gold medal. In 1817, President

Monroe appointed him his Secretary of War, but on account of his age (being then sixty-seven), he declined

the honor. His last public act was that of holding a treaty with the Chickasaw Indians, in 1818. in which

General Jackson was his colleague. He was attacked with paralysis, in February, 1820, which somewhat

disabled him. He died of apoplexy, on the eighteenth of July, 1826, at the age of seventy-six years.

Shelby county, in Kentucky, was named in honor of him in 1792. A college at Shelbyville also bears his

name.
^ Colonel Charles M'Dowell. His brother. Major M'Dowell, commanded his regmient till his return.

^ William Campbell was a native of Augu.sta, Virginia. He was of Scotch descent, and possessed all

the fire of his Hishland ancestors. He was among the first of the regular troops raised in Virginia in 1775,

and was honored with a captain's commission. In 1776, he was made lieutenant colonel of the militia of

Washington county, and, on the resignation of Evan Shelby, the father of Governor Shelby, he was promoted

to colon'el. That rank he retained until after the battle on King's Mountain and at Guilford, in both of

which he greatly distinguished himself, when he was promoted by the Virginia Legislature to the rank of

britradier. La Fayette^'gave him the command of a brigade of riflemen and light infantry. He was taken

sick a few weeks before the siege of Yorktown, and soon afterward died at the house of a friend. He was

only in the thirty-sixth year of his age when he died. His military career, like those of Warren and Mont-

gomery, was short, but brilliant, and on all occasions bravery marked his movements. Foote relates that

in the battle on King's Mountain he rode down two horses, and at one time was seen on foot, with his coat

off, and his shirt collar open, fighting at the head of his men. He also says, that on one occasion Senator

Preston, of South Carolina, a grandson of Campbell, was breakfasting at a house near King's Mountain, and,

while eating, the old landlady frequently turned to look at him. She finally asked him his name, and re-

marked, apologetically, that he appeared very much like the man she had most dreaded upon earth. . " And

who is that?"" Preston inquired. "Colonel Campbell," replied the old lady, "that hung my husband at

King's Mountain.'"*
3 James Williams was a native of Granville county, in North Carolina. He settled upon Little River,

Laurens District, in South Carolina, in 1773, where he engaged in the pursuit of a farmer and merchant.

He early espoused the patriot cause. Williams first appears as a colonel in the militia, in April, 1778. In

the spring of 1779, he went into actual service, and he was probably at the siege of Savannah. He was

with SunTter in 1780, but does not seem to have been permanently attached to the corps of that partisan.

In the early part of that year, he was engaged in the battle at Musgrove's mill, on the Ennoree River.

After that engagement, he went to Hillsborough, where he raised a corps of cavalry and returned to South

Carolina ; and'during Ferguson's movements, after crossing the Wateree, Williams continually hovered around

* Sketches of North Carolina, page 271.
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sixth of October,' who informed us that the enemy lay encamped somewhere near the Cher-

okee Ford, of Broad River, about thirty miles distant from us. By a council of principal

officers, it was then thought advisable to pursue the enemy that night with nine hundred

of the best horsemen, and have the weak horse and footmen to follow us as fast as possible.

We began our march with nine hundred of the best men about eight o'clock the same even-

ing, and, marching all night, came up with the enemy about three o'clock P.M. of the

seventh, who lay encamped on the top of King's Mountain, twelve miles north of the Cher-

okee Ford, in the confidence that they could not be forced from so advantageous a post.

Previous to the attack on our march, the following disposition was made : Colonel Shelby's

regiment formed a column in the center, on the left ; Colonel Campbell's regiment another

on the right, with part of Colonel Cleaveland's regiment, head-

Y y^ ' -yf
^'^ ^" front by Major Joseph Winston ;" and Colonel Sevier's'

r^O//^^ »^/^i/ formed a large column on the right wing. The other part of

c v„#,v—-__- ^ ^ta^ Cleaveland's regiment, headed by Colonel Cleaveland

himself, and Colonel Williams's regiment, composed the left wing. In this order we ad-

vanced, and got within a quarter of a mile of the enemy before we were discovered. Col-

onel Shelby's and Colonel Campbell's regiments began the attack, and kept up a fire on the

enemy, while the right and left wings were advancing to surround them, which was done in

about five minutes, and the fire became general all around. The engagement lasted an

hour and five minutes, the greater part of which time a heavy and incessant fire was kept

Ills camp. In the sanguinary battle upon King'.s Mountain, he was slain. He was near Major Ferguson,

and both officers received their Jeath-wound at the same moment. He died on the morning after the bat-

tle, and was buried within two miles of the place where he fell. Tradition says that his first words, when
reviving a little soon after he was shot, were, '" For God's sake, boys, don't give up the hill !"

^ Colonel Williams had just been joined by sixty men from Lincoln, under Colonel Hambrite and Major

Chronicle.

^ Joseph Winston was a native of North Carolina, and was the first senator in the Republican Legisla-

ture, from Stokes county. He was a member of Congress from 1793 to 1795, and again from 1803 to

1807. He died in 1814.
^ John Sevier was descended from an ancient French family. The original orthography of the name was

Xavier. His father settled on the Shenandoah, in Virginia, where this son was born, about 1740. In 1769,

he accompanied an exploring party to East Tennessee, where, with his father and brother, he settled on the

Holston River. He aided in the construction of Fort Watauga; and while in that fortress as commander,

bearing the title of captain, he caught a wife ! One day, in June, 1776, he saw a young lady speeding, like

a fawn, toward the fort, closely pursued by Cherokees, under " Old Abraham." She leaped the palisades,

and fell into the arms of the gallant captain. Her name was Catharine Sherrill ; and in 1779 she became

the second wife of Sevier, by whom he had ten children. Sevier was with Shelby at the battle of Point

Pleasant, in 1774. During the first five years of the war, he was an active Whig partisan, on the mount-

ain frontier of the Carolinas, was raised to the rank of colonel, and greatly distinguished himself at King's

IMountain. He was in the battle near Musgrove's Mills, and early in the following year he chastised some

of the turbulent Indians among the mountains. At the close of the war, he received the commission of

brigadier ; and he was so much beloved by the people, that by acclamation he was acknowledged governor

of the " State of Franklin" or Frankland."* He was so often engaged in treaties with the Indians, that

they called him the treaty-maker. When the State of Tennessee was organized, and admitted into the

Union, Sevier was elected its first governor. In 1811, he was elected to a seat in Congress, with Felix

Grundy and John Rhea, and in 1813 was re-elected. During the war, Madi-son appointed him Indian com-

missioner, and while engaged in his duties, near Fort Decatur, on the east side of the Tallapoosa River, he

died, on the twenty-fourth of September, 1815. Under the direction of the late General Gaines, he was

buried with the honors of war. No stone marks his grave ; but in the Nashville cemetery, a handsome mar-

ble monument to his memory has lately been erected. Upon the monument is the following inscription :

" Sevier, noble and successful defender of the early settlers of Tennessee ; the first, and for twelve years

governor ; representative in Congress
; commissioner in many treaties with the Indians. He served his

country faithfully for forty years, and in that service died. An admirer of patriotism and merit unrequited

erects this cenotaph."

* At the close of the Revolution, that portion of North Carolina bordering East Tennessee contained quite a large and ex-

ceedingly active population. Dissatisfied with the course pursued by North Carolina, they called a convention, adopted a Con-

stitution, and organized a state government, which they called Frankland, in honor ol Dr. Franklin. They chose John Sevier

for governor, and organized a judiciary, &c. When informed of this movement. Governor Caswell issued a proclamation

against " this lawless thirst for power," and denounced it as a revolt. But the mountameers did not heed official menaces.

Violence ensued. The d!ffi-ulties were finally settled, and the State of Frankland disappeared.

II. S s
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Surrender of the British and Tories. Loss in the Battle. Effect of the Battle. Death of Ferguson.

up on both sides. Our men in some parts where the regulars fought, were obliged to give

way a distance, two or three times, but rallied and returned with additional ardor to the

attack. The troops upon the right having gained the summit of the eminence, obliged the

enemy to retreat along the top of the ridge to where Col-

onel Cleaveland commanded, and were there stopped by his

brave men. A flag was immediately hoisted by Captain

Depeyster,' the commanding officer (Major Ferguson hav-

ing been killed a little before), for a surrender. Our fire

immediately ceased, and the enemy laid down their arms (the greatest part of them charged),

and surrendered themselves prisoners at discretion. It appears from their own provision

returns for that day, found in their camp, that their whole force consisted of eleven hundred

and twenty-five men, out of which they sustained the following loss :

Of the regulars, one major, one captain, two sergeants, and fifteen privates killed ; thirty-

five privates wounded, left on the ground not able to march ; two captains, four lieutenants,

three ensigns, one surgeon, five sergeants, three corporals, one drummer, and forty-nine pri-

vates, taken prisoners. Loss of the Tories, two colonels, three captains, and two hundred

and one killed ; one major, and one hund-

red and twenty-seven privates wounded,

and left on the ground not able to march.

One colonel, twelve captains, eleven lieu-

tenants, two ensigns, one quarter-master,

one adjutant, two commissaries, eighteen

sergeants, and six hundred privates taken

prisoners.

Total loss of the enemy, eleven hund-

red and five men at King's Mountain.

Given under our hands at camp.

No battle during the war was more obstinately contested than this ; for the Americans

were greatly exasperated by the cruelty of the Tories, and to the latter it was a question

of life and death. It was with difficulty that the Americans,

remembering Tarleton's cruelty at Buford's defeat, could be re-

strained from slaughter, even after quarter was asked. In ad-

dition to the loss of men on the part of the enemy, mentioned

in the report, the Americans took from them fifteen hundred

stand of arms. The loss of the Americans in killed was only

twenty, but they had a great number wounded. Among the

killed was Colonel Williams and Major Chronicle. Colonel

Hambrite was wounded. Major Chronicle and Major Fergu-

son were buried in a ravine at the northern extremity of the

battle-hill, where the friends of the former erected a plain monu-

ment, a few years ago, with inscriptions upon both sides. The
monument is a thick slab of hard slate, about three feet high.

Monument on King's Mountain.

rough hewn, except where the inscriptions are.

' Captain Depeyster belonged to a corps of Loyalists, called the King's American Regiment. His sig-

nature, here given, I copied from a letter of his to General Gates a few days after the battle, while Depey-
ster was a prisoner.

* The following is a copy of the inscriptions : North side.—" Sacred to the memory of Major William
Chronicle, Captain John Mattocks, William Robe, and John Boyd, who were killed here fighting in

defence of x\meriea, on the seventh of October, 1780." Soiith side.—Colonel Ferguson,* an officer be-

longing to his Britannic majesty, was here defeated and killed."

* Major Patrick Ferguson was a Scotchman, a son of the eminent jurist, James Ferguson, and nephew of Patrick Murray
(Lord Elibank). He entered the array in Flanders at the age of eighteen years. He came to America in the spring of 1777, and
was active in the battle on the Brandywine, in September of that year. He was active on the Hudson in 1779, and accompa-
nied Sir Henry Clinton to South Carolina. He so distinguished himself at the siege of Charleston in 1780, that he was partic-
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Execution of Tories. Character of the Battle-ground. One of Sumter's Men. Route to the Cowpens.

On the morninff after the battle, a- a court-martial was held, and several of the ^ . o
. .

* Oct. g,

Tory prisoners were found guilty of murder and other high crimes, and hanged. i~80.

Colonel Cleaveland had previously declared that if certain persons, who were the chief ma-
rauders, and who had forfeited their lives, should fall into his hands, he would hang them.

Ten of these men were suspended upon a tulip-tree, which is yet standing—a venerable

giant of the foi'est. This was the closing scene of the battle on King's Mountain, an event

which completely crushed the spirits of the Loyalists, and weakened, beyond recovery, the

royal power in the Carolinas. Intelligence of the defeat of Ferguson destroyed all Corn-

wallis's hopes of Tory aid. He instantly left Charlotte, retrograded, and established his

camp at WinnsboroughjiJ in Fairfield District, between the Wateree and Broad Riv- tn t "9

ers. It was from this point he commenced the pursuit of Morgan and General I'so.

Greene, after the battle at the Cowpens, as detailed in a preceding chapter.

After making the sketch on page (329, and that of the monument on King's Mountain,

we rode back to Mr. Leslie's. It was twilight when we arrived ; for we had proceeded

leisurely along the way, viewing the surrounding scenery. I could perceive at almost every

turn of our sinuous road the originals of Kennedy's graphic sketches in the scenery oi Horse

Shoe Robinson, and a recurrence to that tale at the house of Mr. Leslie awoke pleasing rem-

iniscences connected with its first perusal. On our return, we ascertained that the grand-

father of Mr. Leslie, the venerable William M'Elwees, had just arrived. His company for

the evening was a pleasure I had not anticipated. He was one of Sumter's partisan corps,

and fought with him at Rocky Mount and Hanging Pwock. He was also in the battle at

Guilford, and during the whole war was an active Whig. Mr. M'Elwees was eighty-seven

years of age when I saw him.c yet his intellect seemed unclouded. His narrative

of stirring incidents, vi'hile following Sumter, was clear and vivid ; and when, at a

late hour, the family knelt at the domestic altar, a prayer went up from that patriarch's

lips, equal in fervid eloquence, both in words and accents, to any thing I ever heard from

the pulpit.

A cold, starry night succeeded my visit to the battle-ground on King's Mountain, and at

sunrise the next morning I was on my way to the Broad River and the Cowpens. The
ground was frozen and very rough. I traversed King's Mountain in a northwesterly direc-

tion, and in the deep narrow valley at its western base crossed King's Creek, a large and

rapid stream. The country over which I passed, from Leslie's to Ross's Ferry, on the

Broad River, a distance of twenty-one miles, is exceedingly rough and hilly. In some
places the road was deep gullied by rains ; in others, where it passed through recent clear-

ings, stumps and branches were in the way, endangering the safety of wheel and hoof.

Within a mile of the ferry, I discovered that the front axle of my wagon was broken, evi-

dently by striking a stump ; but, with the aid of a hatchet and strong cord with which I had

provided myself, I was enabled to repair the damage temporarily.

The sun was about an hour high when I reached the eastern bank of the Broad River,

a little below the mouth of Buflalo Creek. The house of Mrs. Ross, the owner of the ferry,

was upon the opposite side. For more than half an hour I shouted and made signals with

a white handkerchief upon my whip, before I was discovered, when a shrill whistle respond-

ed, and in a few minutes a fat negro came to the opposite shore, and crossed, with a miser-

able bateau or river flat, to convey me over. The river, which is there about one hundred

and twenty yards wide, was quite shallow, and running with a rapid current, yet the ferrymaii

had the skill to " pole" his vessel across without difficulty. I was comfortably lodged a:

the house of Mrs. Ross for the night, and passed the evening very agreeably in the companj
of herself and two intelligent daughters. Here I observed, what I so frequently saw in thr

upper country of the Carolinas, among even the affluent planters—the windows withoui

sashes or glass. In the coldest weather these and the doors are left wide open, the former

being closed at night by tight shutters. Great light-wood (pine) fires in the huge chimney

-

ularly mentioned by the commander-in-chief. He was on the high road to military fame, when he was slain on King's Mouni-
ain. His rank is incorrectly given on the monument. He was only a major.
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Ventilation of Southern Houses. Thicketty Mountain. Loss of Way. Visit to the Cowpens Battle-ground.

places constantly blazing, in a measure beat back or tennper the cold currents of air which

continually flow into the dwellings. This ample ventilation in cold weather is universally

practiced at the South. At Hillsborough and Charlotte, T observed the boarders at the

hotels sitting with cloaks and shawls on at table, while the doors stood wide open I

1 Jan 11
I ^^^ ""^ within fifteen miles of the Cowpens, and at daybreak the next tnorn-

1849. inga started for that interesting locality. I was informed that the place of conflict

was among the hills of Thicketty Mountain, and near the plantation of Robert Scruggs.

To that gentleman's residence I directed my inquiries. A^fter traversing a rough road, much

of it, especially along the water-courses, of red clay, I began the ascent of Thicketty Mount-

ain, upon the Mill-gap road, at the forks leading to Clarke's iron-works and Rutherfordton.

Here the ground was covered with snow, and I had no means of discriminating between the

beaten track of the Mill-gap way and the numerous forks. I ought to have turned to the

northwest after leaving the Rutherfordton Fork half a mile, and descended the northern

slope of the mountain. Instead of that, I kept along the ridge road, skirted by the forest on

each side, without any indication of habitation. For an hour I slowly traversed this grad-

ually ascending way, and almost imperceptibly approached the summit of Thicketty Mount-

ain, until convinced that I was not in the Mill-gap road. Far to the northward, some

thirty miles distant, I could see the azure range of the Blue Ridge, near the Nut-gap, where

the springs of the Broad Pviver gush out from the mountains. They were covered with

snow, and from their lofty summits came a keen breeze, like that of December at the North.

The day was waning, and I had no time to lose in deliberation, so I turned back and sought

a lateral road, toward the west, to the settlements below. Presently I heard the crying of

a child, and looking in the direction of the sound, I saw some thin blue smoke curling among

the trees near. I tied Charley to a laurel shrub, and soon discovered a log cabin, in front

of which some children were at play. They fled at my approach, and the mother, a lusty

mountaineer, whose husband was at work in the iron-beds which abound in that mountain,

appeared astonished at the apparition of a stranger. From her I learned that I had left

the Mill-gap road at least three miles back. By her direction I found it, and at about four

o'clock reached the residence of Mr. Scruggs. His house is upon the Mill-gap road, and

about half a mile west of a divergence of a highway leading to Spartanburg, the capital of

Spartanburg District, in which the Cowpens' are situated. Upon the gentle hills on the

E ^^^i 'r"i
borders of Thicketty Creek, covered with pine

B|-
^ ^ J woods, within a triangle, formed by the Spartan-

burg and Mill-gap roads, having a connecting

cross-road for a base, the hottest part of the fight

occurred. The battle ended within a quarter of

a mile of Scruggs's, where is now a cleared field,

on the northeast side of the Mill-gap road, in the

center of which was a log-house, as seen in the

annexed engraving. The field was covered with

blasted pines, stumps, and stocks of Indian corn,

and had a most dreary appearance.^ In this field,

scFNF AT THE Coiv PFxs and aloug the line of conflict, a distance o( about

' Thi.s name is derived from the circumstance that, some years prior to the Revolution, before this sec-

tion of country was settled, some persons in Camden (then called Pine-tree) employed two men to go up to

the Thicketty Mountain, and in the grassy intervales among the hills, raise cattle. As a compensation,

they were allowed the entire use of the cows during the summer for making butter and cheese, and the

steers for tilling labor. In the fall, large numbers of the fattest cattle would be driven down to Camden to

be slaughtered for beef, on account of the owners. This region, so favorable for rearing cows, on account

of the grass and fine springs, was consequently called The Cowpens.

* They have a dangerous practice at the South in clearing their wild lands. The larger trees are girdled

and left standing, to decay and fall down, instead of being felled by the ax. Cultivation is carried on

among them, and frequently they fall suddenly, and endanger the lives of the laborers in the field. Such

was the condition of the tield here represented.
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Material of the Army under Morgan. Biography of Morgan

1780.

two miles, many bullets and other military relics have been found. Among other things

1 obtained a spur, which belonged to the cavalry of either Washington or Tarleton.

" Come listen a while, and the truth I'll relate,

How brave General Morgan did Tarleton defeat

;

For all his proud boasting, he forced was to fl\',

When brave General Morgan his courage did try."

Revolutionary Song.

We have noted on page 596 the disposition which General Greene made of the " shadow

of an army" (less than two thousand men) which he received from Gates. Brigadier-gen-

eral Daniel Morgan,' an exceedingly active officer, who was placed in command of the

Western division, was stationed, toward the close

of 1780, in the country between the Broad and

Pacolet Rivers, in Spartanburg District. His

division consisted of four hundred Continental

infantry, under Lieutenant-colonel Howard of

the Maryland line ; two companies of the Vir-

ginia militia, under Captains Triplet and Tate
;

and the remnants of the first and third regi-

ments of dragoons, one hundred in number, un-

der Lieutenant-colonel William A. Washington.

This force, at the time in question, was consid-

erably augmented by North Carolina militia,

under Major M-Dowell, and some Georgia mili-

, tia, under Major Cunningham. At the close of

December, 3- Morgan and his troops were

encamped near the northern bank of the

Pacolet, in the vicinity of Pacolet Springs.

From this camp Lieutenant-colonel Washington

_ frequently sallied out to smite and disperse bod-

ies of Tories, who assembled at different points

and plundered the Whig inhabitants. He at-

' Daniel Morgan was a native of New Jersey, where he was born in 1737, and at an early age went

to Virginia. He was a private soldier under Braddock, in 1755,

and after the defeat of that officer, returned to his occupation of a

farmer and wagoner. When the war of the Revolution broke out,

he joined the army under Washington, at Cambridge, and command-
ed a corps of riflemen. He accompanied Arnold across the wildei-

ness to Quebec, and distinguished himself at the siege of that cit}

He was made a prisoner there. After his exchange, he was ap-

pointed to the command of the 11th Virginia regiment, in which

was incorporated his rifle corps.* He performed great service at

Stillwater, when Burgoyne was defeated. Gates unjustly omitted

his name in his report of that afl'air to Congress. He served undei

Gates and Greene at the South, where he became distinguished as

a partisan officer. His victory at the Cowpens was considered a

most brilliant affair, and Congress voted him a gold medal. (See

next page). At the close of the war, he returned to his farm. He
commanded the militia organized to quell the Whisky Insurrection in Western Virginia, in 1794, and soon

afterward was elected a member of Congress. His estate in Clarke county, a few miles from Winchester,

Virginia, was called Saratoga. He resided there until 1800, when he removed to Winchester, where he died

on the sixth of July, 1802, in the sixty-seventh year of his age. The house in which he died stood in the

northwest part of the town, and a few years since was occupied by the Reverend Mr. Boyd. His grave

is in the Presbyterian grave-yard at Winchester ; and over it is a plain horizontal slab, raised a few feet

from the ground, upon which is the following inscription :

" Major-general Daniel Morgan departed this life on July the 6th, 1802, in the sixty-seventh year of his

age. Patriotism and valor were the prominent features of his character, and the honorable services he ren-

rL\G OF ^[clIiC W S 1 IFL> (

' This sketch of the flag of Morgan's rifle corps I made from the original in the Museum at Alexandria, in Virginia.
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Defeat of Tories by Washington. Pursuit of Morgan by Tarleton. Gold Medal awarded to Morgan.

tacked and defeated two hundred of them at Hammond's store, and soon afterward a sec-

tion of Washington's command dispersed another Tory force under Bill Cunningham. Corn-

wallis, who was still at Winnsborough, perceived these successes with alarm, and appre-

hending a design upon .his important post at Ninety-Six, over the Saluda, determined to dis-

perse the forces under Morgan, or drive them into North Carolina, before he should rally the

Mountain Men in sufficient numbers to cut off his communication with Augusta. He ac-

cordingly dispatched Tarleton with his legion of horse (three hundred and fifty in number),

and the foot and light infantry attached to it, the 7th regiment, and the first battalion of the

71st, with two field pieces, to force Morgan to fight, or retreat beyond the Yadkin. Tarle-

ton's entire force consisted of about eleven hundred well-disciplined men, and in every par-

ticular he had the advantage of Morgan.

Tarleton commenced his march on the eleventh of January. The roads were in a very

bad condition, and it was not until the fifteenth that he approached the Pacolet. He had

crossed the Broad River near Turkey Creek, and advanced with all possible speed toward

the camp of Morgan. That officer was at first disposed to dispute Tarleton's passage of

the Pacolet, but, informed of the superiority of his numbers, and that a portion had already

crossed above him, he retreated hastily northward, and took post on the north side of Thick-

etty Mountain, near the Cowpens. Tarleton passed through the place of Morgan's camp

in the evening, a few hours after he had left,^ and leaving his baggage behind, he
:- Jan. 16, o' ... . r .

'

1781. pressed eagerly forward in pursuit, riding all night, and making a circuit around
b Jan. 17. ^jje western side of Thicketty Mountain. Early the following morning, b he cap-

dercd to his country during the Revolutionary war crowned him with glory, and will remain in the hearts

of his countrymen, a perpetual monument to his memory."

In early life General Morgan was dissipated, and was a famous pugilist
;
yet the teachings of a pious

mother always made him reverential when his thoughts turned toward the Deity. In his latter years, he

professed religion, and became a member of the Presbyterian church in Winchester. " Ah !" he would

Gold Medal awarded to Morgan.'

often exclaim, when talking of the past, '" people said old Morgan never feared—they thought old Morgan
never prayed—they did not know old Morgan was often miserably afraid." He said he trembled at Que-
bec, and in the gloom of early morning, when approaching the battery at Cape Diamond, he knelt in the

snow and prayed
;
and before the battle at the Cowpens, he went into the woods, ascended a tree, and there

poured out his soul in prayer for protection. In person, Morgan was large and strong. He was six feet

m height, and very muscular.

* The following are the devices and inscriptions upon the medal : An Indian queen with a quiver on her back, in the act of

crowning an officer with a laurel wreath ; his hand resting upon his sword. A cannon lying upon the ground ; various mili-

tary weapons and implements in the background. Legend: Daniel Morgan duci Exercitus Comitia Americana—"The
American Congress to General Daniel Morgan." Reverse : An officer mounted, at the head of his troops, charging a flying en-

emy. A battle in the back ground. In front, a personal combat between a dragoon unhorsed and a foot soldier. Legend

:

Victoria libebtatis vindex—" Victory, the maintenance of Freedom." Exergue : Fugatis, captis aut c^sis ad Cow-
pens HosTiBus, 17th January, 1781—" The foe put to flight, taken, or slain, at the Cowpens, January 17, 1781."
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Disposmon of the American Army. John Eager Howard. Silver Medal awarded to Howard.

tured two American videttes, and learned from them the place of Morgan's encampment.

At eight o'clock he came in sight of the advanced guard of the patriots, and fearing that

Morgan might again retreat, and get safely across the Broad River, he resolved to attack

him immediately, notwithstanding the fatigue of his troops.

The Americans were posted upon an eminence of gentle descent, covered with an open

wood. They were rested, had breakfasted, and were thoroughly refreshed after their flight

from the Pacolet. And now, expecting Tarleton, they were drawn up in battle order. On

the crown of the eminence were stationed two hundred and ninety Maryland regulars, and

on their right the two companies of Virginia militia, under Major Triplet. These composed

the rear line of four hund-

red and thirty men, and

were under the general

command of Lieutenant-

colonel Howard. One

hundred and fifty yards

in advance of this line

was a body of militia,

about three hundred in

number, all practiced ri-

flemen, and burning with

a spirit of revenge, be-

cause of the cruelties

which the British and

Tories had inflicted. A
part of these were com-

manded by Captain

Beatty and Sam
uel Hammond
South Carolina.

They were commanded

by Colonel Andrew Pick-

ens, who, with his follow-

ers, had joined Morgan

during the night. About

one hundred and fifty

yards in advance of this

first line, were placed the

best riflemen of the corps

of M'Dowell and Cun-

ningham. Those on the

right were commanded
by Cunningham, and

those on the left by

M'Dowell. These were

directed to opoj-ate as cir-

[lY ^ ^—J yy' cumstances should

" ^^^-/^ >b y^^-^'i^'J^*-'^''"^^^ direct, after deliver-

of ^^yZ^^y^i^-iy^^ ^ ' y'^^
^"o their first fire,

which was to be

' No accurate plan of the arrangement of the troops on this occasion has ever been made. Captain

Hammond made a sketch many years afterward from memory, which is published in Johnson's Traditions

and Reminiscences of the Revolution. As it does not fully agree with official reports, I forbear copying it.

'^ John Eager Howard was born in Baltimore county, Maryland, on the fourth of June, 1752. When
the war commenced, he entered the service as captain of one of those bodies of militia termed /i/i>i^ camps.

He was present at the battle near White Plains, New York. His corps was dismissed in December, 1776,

Silver Medal awarded to Colonel Howard.'

" The following are the device and inscriptions: An officer mounted, with uplifted sword, pursuing an officer on foot bpRr-

ing a stand of colors. Victory is seen descending in front, over the former, holding a wreath in her right hand over his head.

In her left hand is a palm branch. Legend : John Eager Howard, Legionis peditum pR.a:FECTO comitia Americana—
" The American Congress to John Eager Howard, commander of a regiment of infantry." Reverse : A laurel wreath, inclosing

the inscription, Quod in nutantem hostium aciem subito irruens, PR.ff;cLARUM bellice virtutis specimen dedit in
PUGNA, AD CowPENS, 17th JANUARY, 1781—" Because, rushing suddenly on the wavering line of the foe, he gave a brilliant

specimen of martial courage at the battle of the Cowpens, January 17, 1781."
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Morgan prepared to Fight. His Address to his Troops. The Attack. Tarleton's Charge.

given when the British should be within one hundred and fifty yards. In the rear of the

second hne, under Howard, and behind an eminence of sufficient height to conceal them,'

the American reserve was posted. These consisted of Washington's cavalry, and M'Call's

mounted militia of Georgia, armed with sabers.

Tarleton was rather disconcerted when he found that Morgan was prepared to fight him,

for he expected to overtake him on a retreat. He rode cautiously forward to reconnoiter,

but the shots of the advanced corps of riflemen obliged him to retire precipitately to his

lines. Yet, feeling sure of an easy victory, Tarleton quickly arranged his line in battle order

upon the Spartanburg road, within three hundred yards of Morgan's first line. At this

moment, Morgan, with solemn voice and sententious sentences, addressed his troops. He ex-

horted the militia of the first line to be steady, and fire with sure aim
;
and expressed his

conviction that, if they would pour in two volleys at a killing distance, victory would be

theirs. He addressed the second line in a similar manner, informed them that he had or-

dered the militia to fall back after delivering two volleys, and exhorted them not to be dis-

concerted by that movement. Then taking post with his line, near Lieutenant-colonel

Howard, he awaited in silence the approach of the British van, already in motion. It con-

sisted of the hght troops and the legion infantry, with the 7th regiment, under Major New-

marsh. In the center of this line were the two pieces of artillery. Upon each flank was

a troop of cavalry ; and in the rear, as a reserve, was Major M'Arthur, with the battalion

of the 71st regiment and the remainder of the cavalry. Tarleton placed himself in the

first line.

It was now about nine o'clock in the morning. The sun was shining warm and bright

over the summits of Thicketty Mountain, and gave brilliancy to the martial array in the

forests below. At a signal from Tarleton, his advance gave a loud shout, and rushed furi-

ously to the contest, under cover of their artillery and an incessant discharge of musketry.

The riflemen, under Cunningham and M'Dowell, delivered their fire with terrible effect, and

then fell back to the flanks of the first line under Pickens. The British still shouting, rush-

ed forward, and poured in a close fire upon the militia. These stood firm, until assailed

with bayonets, when they fell back to the second line. M'Call's militia fled to their horses,

while the remainder, under Pickens, took post upon Howard's right. Upon the main body

Tarleton now made a vigorous charge, and was met with equal valor and determination.

The contest was close and severe, and the British line began to bend, when M'Arthur, with

the reserve, was ordered to advance. This movement reanimated the quailing Britons, and

they plied ball and bayonet with incessant force. While the contest was raging, M'Arthur

and at the solicitation of his friends, he accepted of the commission of major in one of the Continental battal-

ions of Maryland. In the sprin<T of 1777, he joined the army under Washington, in New Jersey, with which

he remained until the close of June, when he returned home, on account of the death of his father. A few

days after the battle on the Brandywiiic, he rejoined the army, and was distinguished for his cool courage

in the battle at Germantown, of which he wrote an interesting account. In that engagement, he was ma-

jor of the 4th regiment, commanded by Colonel Hall, of Maryland. Major Howard was present at the bat-

tle of MonmoutlCin 1778. On the first of June, 1779, he received a commission as lieutenant colonel of

the 5th Maryland regiment, "to take rank from the eleventh day of March, 1778." In 1780, he went

with the Maryland and Delaware troops to the South, and served under Gates until the arrival of Greene.

Soon after this, we find him with lAIorgan, winning bright laurels at the Cowpens
;
and for his bravery there,

Concrress awarded him the honor of a silver medal. Howard again distinguished himself at the battle of

Guilford, where he was wounded. At the conclusion of the war, Colonel Howard married JNlargaret, the

daughter of Chief-justice Chew, around whose house at Germantown he had valiantly battled. In Novem-

ber ''l 788, he was chosen governor of Maryland, which olfice he held for three years. He was commis-

sioned major general of militia in 1794, but" declined the honor. Washington invited him to a seat in his

cabinet, at the^'head of the War Department, in 1 795. That honor he also declined. He was then a mem-

ber of the Maryland Senate. In 1796, he was elected to the Senate of the United States, where he served

until 1803 when he retired from public life. When, in 1814, Baltimore was threatened with destruction

by the enemy the veteran soldier prepared to take the field. The battle at North Point, however, rendered

such a step unnecessary. He lost his wife in 1827; and on the twelfth of October, 1827, he, too, left the

scenes of earth, at the age of seventy-five years. Honor, wealth, and the ardent love of friends, were his

lot in life, and few men ever went down to the grave more truly lamented than John Eager Howard.

' Between this eminence and the one on which Howard was stationed, the Mill-gap road passes.
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attempted

movement
His order

to gain the American flank under Colonel Howard. That officer perceived the

and its intent, and instantly ordered his first company to charge the British 71st.

was mistaken, and the company fell back. The whole line also gave way at

the same moment, and Morgan ordered it to re-

treat to the eminence behind which the cavalry

were posted. Tarleton, believing this maneuver

to be a precursor of flight, ordered another charge,

and, with shouts, his infantry rushed forward im-

petuously, in disorder. When close to Howard,

that officer ordered his line to face about and

give his pursuers a volley. Instantly a close

and murderous fire laid many of the British line

dead upon the earth, and the living, terrified by

the unexpected movement, recoiled in confusion.

Howard perceived the advantage of the moment,

and followed it up with the bayonet. This de-

cided the victory in favor of the Americans. At
the same time, a portion of Tarleton's cavalry

having gained the rear of the Americans, fell

upon M'Call's mounted militia. Now was the

moment for Lieutenant-colonel Washington' to

act. With his cavalry, he struck the British

horsemen a decisive blow, and drove them in

confusion before him. The reserve, under M'Ar-
/ffy^///^^^y ^

' William Augustine Washington, " the modern Marcellus," " the sword of his countrj'," was the

eldest son of Baily Washinofton, of Staflbrd count}', Virginia. He was educated for the Church, but the pe-

culiar position of public affairs led him into the political field. He early espoused the patriot cause, and
entered the army under Colonel Hugh (afterward General) Mercer, as captain. He was in the battle near

Brooklyn, Long Island, distinguished himself at Trenton, and was with his beloved general when he fell at

Princeton. He was afterward a major in Colonel Baylor's corps of cavalry, and was with that officer when
attacked b}- General Grey, at Tappan, in 1778. The following year, he joined the army under Lincoln in

South Carolina, and was very active in command of a light corps, in the neighborhood of Charleston. He
became attached, with his corps, to the division of General Morgan, and with that officer fought bravely at

the Cowpens. For his valor on that occasion, Congress presented him with a silver medal. He was an

active officer in Greene's celebrated retreat, and again fought bravely at Guilford Court House. He be-

SlLVEB JMeDAL awarded TO WA6HIXGT0N.'

* The following are the device and inscriptions : An officer mounted at the head of a body of cavalry, charging flyin;: troops

;

Victory is flying over the heads of the Americans, holding a laurel crown in her right hand and a "palm branch in\er It.-ft.'

Legend : Gulielmo. Washington legionis equit. Vv-mv^cto comitia Americana—The American Congress to William
Washington commander of a regiment of cavalry. Reverse : Quod parva militum manu stkenue prospectus hostes.
virtutis ingenit^ specionen dedid in pkegna ad Cowpens. 17th January, 1781—" Because, having vigorously pursued
the foe with a small band of soldiers, he gave a brilliant specimen of innate valor in the battle at the Cowpens, seventeenth Jan-
uary, 1781." This inscription is within a laurel wreath.
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thur, were too much mixed up with the main forces of Tarleton, to present a rallying point,

and the whole body'retreated along the Mill-gap road to the place near Scruggs's, delineated

on page 636, then covered with an open wood like the ground where the conflict commenced.

There the battle ended, and the pursuit was relinquished. It was near the northern border

of that present open field that Washington and Tarleton had a personal conflict. In the

eagerness of his pursuit of that officer, Washington had got far in advance of his squadron,

when Tarleton and two of his aids, at the head of the troop of the 17th regiment of dra-

goons, turned upon him. An officer on Tarleton's right was about to strike the impetuous

Washington with his saber, when his sergeant came up and disabled the assailant's sword-

arm. Ah officer on Tarleton's left was about to strike at the same moment, when Wash-
ington's little bugler, too small to wield a sword, wounded the assailant with a pistol-ball.

Tarleton, who was in the center, then made a thrust at him, which Washington parried,

and gave his enemy a wound in the hand.' Tarleton wheeled, and, as he retreated, dis-

charged a pistol, by which Washington was wounded in the knee. During that night and

the following morning, the remnant of Tarleton's force reached Hamilton's Ford, on Broad

River, and also the encampment of Cornwallis, at Turkey Creek, about twenty-five miles

from the Cowpens. For this defeat, Tarleton's cotemporaries censured him severely.^

The loss of the Americans in this decisive battle was about seventy men, of whom, strange

to say, only twelve were killed. The British, according to Cornwallis's letter to Sir Henry
Clinton, written a few days afterward, lost ten officers and ninety privates killed, and twen-

ty-three officers and five hundred privates taken prisoners. Almost the whole of the Brit-

ish infantry, except the baggage guard, were killed or taken. The two pieces of artillery,^

eight hundred muskets, two standards, thirty-five baggage wagons, and one hundred dragoon

horses, fell into the possession of the Americans.^ To the honor of the victors, it is declared

that, notwithstanding the cruel warfare which Tarleton had waged had exasperated the

Americans to the last degree, not one of the British was killed or wounded, or even insulted,

after they had surrendered.

The defeat of the British at the Cowpens has not been inaptly compared to that of the

Germans of Burgoyne's army near Bennington. The disaster, in both cases, dealt a severe

blow against the success of the main army. The battle near Bennington paralyzed the en-

ergies of Burgoyne's army ; the battle at the Cowpens equally affected the power of Corn-

wallis. He was advancing triumphantly toward the heart of North Carolina, having placed

haved gallantly at Hobkirk's Hill, near Camden, and at the battle at Eutaw Springs he exhibited signal

valor ; but his horse being shot under him, he was there made a prisoner. He remained a captive until the

close of the war. Having become attached to a South Carolina lady during his captivity, he married her,

and settled in Charleston. He represented that district in the State Legislature. His talents as a states-

man were so conspicuous, that he was solicited to become a candidate for governor. He declined the

honor, chicfl\' because he coidd not make a speech. When President Adams appointed General Washinrf.

ton commander-in-chief of the American army, he chose Colonel Washington to be one of his staff, with

the rank of brigadier. Colonel Washington died on the sixth of March, 1810. He was tall in person,

possessed of great strength and activity, and in society was taciturn and modest.
' It is related that this wound was twice the subject for the sallies of wit of two American ladies, who

were sisters, daughters of Colonel Monlfort, of Halifax county. North Carolina. When Cornwallis and his

army were at Halifax, on their way to Virginia, Tarleton was at the house of an American. In the pres-

ence of Mrs. Wilie Jones (one of these sisters), Tarleton spoke of Colonel Washington as an illiterate fel-

low, hardly able to write his name. " Ah ! colonel," said Mrs. Wilie, " you ought to know better, for you
bear on your person proof that he knows very well hoic to make his mark!" At another time, Tarleton

was speaking sarcastically of Washington, in the presence of her sister, Mrs. Ashe. " I would be happv
to see Colonel Washington," he said, with a sneer. Mrs. Ashe instantly replied, " If you had looked be-

hind you. Colonel Tarleton, at the battle of the Cowpens, you would have enjoyed that pleasure." Stung

with this keen wit, Tarleton placed his hand on his sword. General Leslie, who was present, remarked,
" Sa}' what you please, Mrs. Ashe, Colonel Tarleton knows better than to insult a lady in my presence."

—

Mr. Ellet's Women of the Revolution. ^ See Stedman, ii., 324.
^ These two pieces of artillery were first taken from Burgoyne at Saratoga ; then retaken by the British

at Camden ; now were recovered by the Americans, and afterward fell into the hands of Cornwallis at

Guilford. They were of the kind of small field-pieces called "grasshoppers."
^ Ramsay, Gordon, Marshall, Lee, Johnson, Tarleton, Moultrie.
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South Carolina, as he thought, in submission at his feet. The defeat of Ferguson at King's

Mountain, and now of Tarleton, his favorite partisan, withered his hopes of Tory organiza-

tion and co-operation. His last hope was the destruction of Greene's army by his own su-

perior force, and for that purpose he now commenced the pursuit which we have considered

in a preceding chapter, the capture of Morgan and his prisoners being his first object.

The victory of the Cowpens gave great joy to the Americans throughout the confederacy.

Congress received information of it on the eighth of February, a and on the ninth of

March that body voted an award of a gold medal to Morgan ; a silver medal to How-
ard and Washington ; a sword to Colonel Pickens ; and a vote of thanks to the other offi-

cers and men engaged in the battle.'

It was almost sunset when I left the Cowpens to return to a house of entertainment

upon the road to the Cherokee Ford, seven miles distant ; for the resident there could not

find a corner for me in his dweUing, nor for Charley in his stable, that cold night, " for love

nor money," but generously proposed that I should send him a copy of my work when com-

pleted, because he lived upon the battle-ground I To a planter on horseback, from Spar-

tanburg, who overtook me upon the road, I am indebted for kindness in pointing out the

various localities of interest at the Cowpens ; to the other for the knowledge that a small

building near his house was the depository of a field-piece used by an artillery company in

the vicinity, when celebrating the anniversary of the battle.

After dark, I reached the house of Mrs. Camp, where I was comfortably lodged for the

night ; and early the following morning, accompanied by one of her sons on horseback, I pro-

ceeded to the Cherokee Ford, on the Broad River, ten miles distant. The road was very

rough most of the M-ay, and quite hilly. At the ford, on the west side of the river, is a

large iron manufactory. The ore is brought from the neighboring mountains, smelted there,

and wrought into hollow-ware, nails, spikes, tacks, &c. Around the establishment quite a

little village has grown up, and there, as at Matson's Ford (Conshohocken), on the Schuyl-

kill, where hostile parties were seen during the Revolution, and all around was a wilderness,

the hum of busy industry is heard, and the smiles of cultivation are seen. Here, as we have

observed (page 633), the Americans, who gained the victory at King's Mountain, crossed

this stream on the morning of the battle.

Before crossing the Broad River, the Esivaivjniddenali of the Cherokee Indians, let us

take a historical survey of the most important occurrences westward of this stream, in the

beautiful country watered by the Tyger, the Ennoree, and the Saluda, and further on to the

noble Savannah. Standing here upon the western selvase of civilization when the war
broke out, and where the aborigines were sole masters but a few years before, let us glance,

first, at the record of events which mark their conflicts with the over-reaching white race,

who beat them back beyond the mountains.^

We have already noticed, on page 562, the efforts of the Corees, Tuscaroras, and other

Indians of the Neuse and Cape Fear region to expel the Europeans. b This conflict

was soon succeeded by another, more serious in its character. For a while, the very

existence of the Southern colony Ajras menaced. The powerful nation of the Yamassees, who

^ Journals of Congress, vii., 47.

^ South Carolina was occupied by twenty-eight Indian nations when the Europeans first made a perma-
nent settlement upon the Ashley River. The domain of these tribes extended from the ocean to the mount-

ams. The Westos, Stonos, Coosaws, and Sewees occupied the country between Charleston and the Edis-

to Rivers. They were conquered b)' the Savannahs, and expelled from the country. The Yamassees and

Tluspahs held the territory in the neighborhood of Port Royal. The Savannahs, Serannahs, Cussobos, and

Euchees occupied the middle country, along the Isundigia, or Savannah River. The Apalachians inhabit-

ed the head waters of the Savannah and Alatamaha, and gave their name to the mountains of Apalachy,

and the bay of Apalachicola. The Muscoghees or Creeks occupied a part of the country between the

Savannah and Broad Rivers, being divided by the latter from the country of the Cherokees. The Conga-

rees, Santees, Waterees, Saludas, Catawbas, Peedees, and Winyaws lived along the rivers which bear their

respective names. The Muscoghees and Catawbas were the most warlike
;
the Cherokees were more nu-

merous than either, but more peaceful. These various nations, when Charleston was founded, could muster,

probably, fifty thousand warriors.—See Simms's History of South Carolina, page 67.
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possessed the territory around Port Royal, where the French Huguenots first attempted set-

tlement, had long evinced their friendship for the Carolinians, whose first settlement was in

the neighborhood of the present city of Charleston, by engaging with them as allies in their

wars against the Spaniards and some Indian tribes. The Spaniards at St. Augustine, who

were the mortal enemies of the Carolinians, finally succeeded in uniting the Cherokees

—

"the mountaineers of aboriginal America'"—the Muscoghees, Apalachians, and other In-

dian nations, in a league for the destruction of the colony. They also won the confidence

of the Yamassees, and suddenly that powerful tribe appeared in arms against the Carolinians.

Already the Apalachian tribes, occupying a large portion of the present State of Georgia,

instigated by the Spaniards, had desolated some of the frontier settlements. a Gov-

ernor Moore, at the head of a body of Carolinians and friendly Indians, penetrated

into the very heart of the Apalachian settlements, between the Savannah and the Alatama-

haw Rivers. He laid their villages in ashes, devastated their plantations, slew about eight

hundred people, and, with a large number of captives, marched back in triumph to Charles-

ton. This invasion broke the spirit of the tribe, and made the power of the Carolinians

thoroughly respected among their neighbors.

When the confederacy of the tribes of the upper country was effected, and the Yamas-

sees lifted the hatchet against the white people, •> Governor Craven, who had prompt-

ly sent aid to the people of the northen provinces, as promptly met the danger at his

own door. So secretly had the confederation been formed, and their plans matured, that

the first blow was struck, and almost a hundred people were slain,'' before the Carolinians

were aware of danger. The Yamassees, the Muscoghees or Creeks, and Apalachians, ad-

vanced along the southern frontier, spreading desolation in their track. The Cherokees, the

Catawbas, and the Congarees joined them, and the Corees, and some of the Tuscaroras, also

went out upon the war-path. Almost a thousand warriors issued from the Neuse region,

while those of the southern division amounted to more than six thousand. Within forty

days, the Indian tribes from the Cape Fear to the St. Mary's, and westward to the Alabama,

were banded together for the destruction of the colony at Ashley River.

Governor Craven, whose character was the reverse of his name, acted with the utmost

energy when the confederation and its purposes were made known. He immediately pro-

claimed martial law ; laid an embargo on all ships to prevent men or provisions from leav-

ing the colony, and seizing arms wherever they could be found, placed them in the hands

of faithful negroes, to co-operate with the white people. With twelve hundred men, white

and black, he marched to confront the Indians, now approaching with the knife, hatchet,

and torch, in dreadful activity. In the first encounters of his advanced parties with the

enemy the Indians were victors, but Craven finally compelled them to fall back to their

chief camp upon the Salk-hatchie,' whither the governor pursued them. Desperate were

the conflicts which ensued, and for a while the victory was doubtful. The fate of the whole

colony was suspended upon the result, and the Carolinians contended with all the energy

of men fighting for life, home, and family. The Indians were repulsed, and, hotly pursued

by the white people and their black aids, they were driven across the Savannah and

sought shelter under the guns of the Spanish fortress at St. Augustine. No longer useful

to them, the Spaniards drove their savage allies into the wilderness, and fearing to return

to their hunting-grounds north of the Savannah, the Indians set up their wigwams among

the everglades of Florida, and became, it is believed, the ancestors of the powerful Seminoles

of our day.

c 1729. When the division of the Carolinas occurred, c and the southern portion became a

* Bancroft, iii., 246.
" Thus massacre was at Pocotali<i;o, an old village in the parish of Prince William, in Beaufort District.

It then contained about three hundred inhabitants. There stood Fort Balfonr, which was captured, during

the Revolution, by a few Americans under Colonel Harden.

3 This is the name of the south fork of the Combahee River, which empties into St. Helena Sound. The

place of the encampment was near Barnwell, the capital of Barnwell District.
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royal province, the first care of the administration was to secure the friendship of the neigh-

boring tribes. In 1730, an embassy under Sir Alexander Gumming, visited and explored

the Cherokee country, three hundred miles from Charleston. They made a favorable im-

pression, secured advantageous treaties, and laid, as they hoped, the foundation of a perma-

nent peace. For twenty years the treaty remained unbroken. In 1755, the Cherokees re-

newed their treaty with the Carolinians, and at the same time made cessions to them of

large tracts of land. Upon this ceded territory, stretching along the Savannah to the Ten-

nessee River, Glenn, then governor of South Carolina, built forts, and named them respect-

ively Prince George,' Moore, and Loudon. The first was upon the Savannah, three hund-

red miles from Charleston ; the second was about one hundred and seventy miles below
;

and the latter was upon the waters of the Tennessee River, five hundred miles from Charles-

ton. These forts were garrisoned by troops from Great Britain, and, promising security,

settlements rapidly extended in that direction. They served to awe the Indian nations,

and peace might have been always secured, had the white people exercised ordinary pru-

dence. But one rash act scattered the power of treaties to the wind, and lighted the

flames of war along the Carolina frontier.

In 1757, during the administration of Governor Lyttleton (afterward Lord Wescott),

while a large party of the Cherokees, who had been assisting the English against the French

on the Ohio, were returning home, they took possession of some horses from the back settlers

of Virginia. The white people pursued them, killed a number of warriors, and took several

captive. This violence exasperated the Indians, and they retaliated by scalping every white

man whom they met. Parties of young warriors fell upon the border settlements of the

Carolinas, and war was kindled along the whole frontier. Lyttleton called the Carolinians

to arms. The Cherokee chiefs were alarmed, and sent a deputation to Charleston to ap-

pease the wrath of the English. Lasting friendship might have been at once secured had

not Lyttleton indiscreetly refused to listen. He collected fourteen hundred men upon the

Congaree, conducted the Cherokee delegation thither, under guard, and, extorting a pledge

of peace and alliance, he returned to Charleston, after sending to Fort George twenty-two

hostages, whom he had demanded for the delivery of the warriors who had desolated the

border settlements. The Cherokees were very indignant, and the governor had scarcely

reached his capital, when he received intelligence that fourteen white people had been mur-

dered within a mile of Fort George. Soon the Cherokees surrounded that fortress, led on

by Occonastota, a chief of great influence, and the implacable enemy of the English. Per-

ceiving the power of his arms to be vain, he had recourse to stratagem. Withdrawing his

warriors, he spread them in ambush, and while conferring with the commander of the gar-

rison and two other officei's, whom he had decoyed to the margin of a stream by expressions

of friendship, he gave a signal, and instantly they were surrounded by armed savages. The
commander was slain, and the other two were wounded and made prisoners. The garrison

proceeded to put the hostages in irons. They made a deadly resistance, and were all slain.

This event maddened the whole Indian nation, and, with gleaming hatchets, they swept

along the Carolina frontier like the scythe of Death. Men, women, and children Avere

butchered without mercy ; and the war-belt was sent to the Catawbas and other tribes,

inviting them to confederate for the extermination of the English.

About this time, Charleston was severely scourged by the small-pox, and was too weak

to send efficient succor to the frontiers. Lyttleton had been appointed governor of Jamaica,

and, sailing for that island about this time, M'as succeeded by William Bull, a native Caro-

linian. Bull sent to Virginia and North Carolina for aid, and those states furnished seven

troops of rangers for the service. These, with the British regulars under Colonel Montgom-

ery (afterward Earl of Eglinton), sent from Canada by General Amherst, marched into the

' Fort Prince George was a strong work. It was quadrangular, with an earthen rampart six feet high,

upon which stockades were placed. Around it was a ditch, and it had a natural glacis on two sides. At

each angle was a bastion, on which four small cannons were mounted. It contained barracks for a hund-

red men.
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Indian country. Before proceeding, Montgomery rendezvoused at Monk's Corner,

a

a Apn, 1/ 0.
^^^^ Charleston, where volunteers flocked to his standard. The Cherokees were

advised of these preparations for invading their territory, and were at first uneasy. Their

beautiful domain spread out between the Broad and Savannah Rivers, and was fenced in

by rugged mountains. They had then sixty-four towns and villages, and upon an emer-

gency could call six thousand warriors to the field. Reflecting upon this force, they felt

strong. Montgomery, with only two thousand men, proceeded against the Indians. In sev-

eral engagements he chastised them severely, and pressed on to the relief of Fort Prince

George, then closely invested by the red warriors. The Indians fled at his approach toward

the secure fastnesses of the mountains and morasses, and hither Montgomery pursued them.

The wilderness was vast and fearful over which he marched, and the streams to be forded

were often deep and turbid. The enemy finally made a stand at Etchoee, the nearest town

of their middle settlements. Within five miles of this village a severe battle was fought.

The Cherokees fell back slowly before the cold bayonet ; and when they saw the English

pressing toward the town, they fled thither precipitately, to save their women and children.

Montgomery, feeling unsafe in that far ofTand desolate region, returned to Fort Prince George,

and from thence toward Charleston. All the way to the populous settlements, he was an-

noyed by the Indians, who hung upon his rear, and the purpose of the campaign was only

half accomplished. Montgomery and his regulars soon afterward returned to New York.

While this retreat was in progress, the distant post of Fort Loudon, on the Tennessee,

was invested by the Cherokees. The garrison of two hundred men was daily melting away

by famine. The Virginia Rangers attempted its relief, but without success. The garrison

finally surrendered. Safe guidance to the frontier settlements, with ammunition and other

baggage was promised them ; but they had gone only a short distance on their way, when

their guides forsook them, and another body of Indians fell upon and massacred twenty-six

of them. A few escaped, and Stuart, their commander, and some others, remained captives

a long time.

The Cherokees were now willing to treat for peace, but the French had sent emissaries

among them, who kept their fears and animosities constantly excited. Soon the war was

renewed with all its former violence, while Carolina was left almost wholly to her own re-

sources. She raised a provincial regiment of twelve hundred men, and gave the command

to Colonel Middleton, a brave and accomplished officer. Among his subordinates were

Henry Laurens, Francis Marion, William Moultrie, Isaac Huger, and Andrew Pickens, all

of whom were very distinguished patriots during the Revolution. This was their first mil-

itary school, and the lessons they were there taught were very useful in a subsequent hour

of need. When this little band was ready to march into the Cherokee country. Colonel

James Grant, with the regiments formerly commanded by Montgomery, landed at Charles-

ton, b The united forces of Grant and Middleton, with some of the Chickasaw
b April, 1- 1.

^^^ Catawba Indians as allies, in all twenty-six hundred men, reached Fort
c June?. Prince George on the twenty-ninth of May. Nine days afterward" they advanced

toward Etchoee, where, upon the ground where Montgomery fought them, a large body of

Cherokees were gathered. Well skilled in the use of fire-arms, and now well supplied by

the French, they presented a formidable front. They also had the advantage of superior

position, and the battle which ensued was severe and bloody. For three hours the conflict

raged in that deep wilderness ; and it was not until the deadly bayonet, in the hands of des-

perate men, was brought to bear upon the Indians, that they gave way. Inch by inch they

fell back, until finally, completely overpowered, they fled, hotly pursued by their conquerors.

How many were slain is not known ; the English lost nearly sixty men. Like Sullivan

in the Seneca country. Grant followed up his victory with the torch. Etchoee was laid in

ashes ; the cornfields and granaries were destroyed, and the wretched people were driven to

the barren mountains.' So terrible was the punishment, that the name of Grant was to

them a synonym for devastation.

^ Marion, in a letter quoted by Weems, mentioned the wanton destruction of the corn, then in full ear,
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By this victory, the spirit of the Cherokee Nation was broken, and the French, whose

machinations had urged them to continued hostihties, were hated and despised by them.

Through the venerable sachem, AttakullakuUa, who had remained a friend of the white

people, the chiefs of the Nation humbly sued for peace. " The Great Spirit," said the old

man, " is the father of the white man and the Indian ; as we all live in one land, let us

all live as one people." His words of counsel were heeded ; a treaty of amity was con-

cluded, and a bloody war was ended. The Treaty of Paris, between the English and

French, was concluded in 1763, and, except the feeble Spaniards on the South, the Chero-

kees had no enemies of the English thereafter to excite them to war.

From 1761, until the war of the Revolution commenced, the Indians upon the Carolina

and Georf^ia frontiers were generally quiet and peaceful. Pursuant to the secret instructions

which the royal governors received from the British ministry, to band the Indians against

the colonists, Tory emissaries went up from the sea-board and excited the Cherokees and

their neighbors to go upon the war-path. Among the most active and influential of these

emissaries of the crown was John Stuart, a Scotchman, and at that time his majesty's Indian

agent for the Southern colonies.^ Stuart arranged a plan with Wright, Campbell, Martin,

Dunmore, and other royal governors, to land a British army at St. Augustine, in Florida,

which, uniting with the Indians and Tories, might invade the state at an interior point,

while a fleet should blockade its harbors, and land an invading army on the sea-board.

This plan was discovered by the Carolinians, but not in time entirely to defeat it ; for, when

Parker and Clinton made their attack upon Charleston, a the Cherokees commenced ^ ju^g gg

a series of massacres upon the western frontiers of the province. Already a few ^'^~^-

stockade forts had been erected in that section, and to these the terrified borderers fled for

safety. Colonel Williamson, of the district of Ninety-Six, who was charged with the defense

of the upper country, raised about five hundred true men, and in his first skirmish with the

Indians, in which he took some prisoners, discovered thirteen white men, Tories, disguised

as savages, and wielding the tomahawk and scalping knife. The indignation excited

ao-ainst these men extended to their class, and this discovery was the beginning of those

bloody scenes between bands of Whigs and Tories which characterized many districts of

South Carolina. The domestic feuds which ensued were pregnant with horrid results ; the

ferocity of the tiger usurped the blessed image of God in the hearts of men, and made them

brutes, with fearful power to be brutal.

When intelligence of the affair at Charleston reached the interior, the patriots were en-

couraged, and Williamson soon found himself at the head of a force of twelve hundred men,

and daily augmenting. With a detachment of three hundred horsemen, he proceeded to at-

tack an Indian and Tory force at Oconoree Creek. He fell into an ambuscade, and himself

and companions narrowly escaped destruction. His horse was shot under him ; his sqiiad-

and said, " I saw every where around the footsteps of the little Indian children, where they had lately play-

ed under the shelter of the rustling corn. No doubt they had often looked up with joy to the swelling

shocks, and gladdened when they thought of their abundant cakes for the coming winter. When we are

gone, thought I, they will return, and, peeping through the weeds with tearful eyes, will mark the i(hastly

ruin poured over their homes, and the happy fields where they had so often played. ' Who did this ?' they

will ask their mothers. ' The white people ;
the Christians did it !' will be the reply."

' John Stuart came to America with Oglethorpe, probably with the Highlanders under M'Intosh. the

father of General Lachlin M'Intosh, of the Revolution, who settled upon the Alatamahaw, and called the

place New Inverness. The Indians were greatly pleased with the dress and character of the Highlanders,

and to this circumstance is attributed Stuart's influence amonji them. Stuart went to Charleston ;
became

Indian agent ; married Miss Fenwick, daughter of one of the wealthiest men in the province, and finally

became one of the king's council. He lived in the house on the corner of Wadd and Orange Streets.

Charleston, now (1851) owned by William Carson, Esq. He had commanded a corps on Cumberland Isl-

and, who gallantly repulsed the Spaniards in 1745, and this was the commencement of his popularity which

led up to the civil station that he held in council. He chose the roj'al side when the Revolution broke out,

and to him was attributed all of the difficulties with the Indians upon the frontier during the first year of

that struggle. Alarmed for his personal safety, he fled to St. Augustine. His estate was confiscated. He

died in Ensland. His son, Sir John Stuart, became a distinguished general in the British army.—See

Johnson's Traditions of the Revolution, page 107.
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ron were thrown into disorder ; and but for the skill and coolness of Colonel Hammond in

rallying them, they would have been routed, and many slain. They were victorious, and

shortly after this event, Williamson marched, with two thousand men, to lay waste the

Cherokee country. Again he fell into an ambuscade, in a narrow defile among the rugged

mountains, near the present town of Franklin. From the rocky heights, and from behind

the huge trees of the forest, twelve hundred warriors, with some Tories, poured a destructive

fire upon the Whigs. But again the Indians were repulsed, and Williamson pressed for-

ward cautiously but efficiently in the work of conquest and desolation. The valleys were

smiling with crops of corn, and numerous villages dotted the water-courses. Towns were

laid in ashes ; the standing corn was trampled down and destroyed ; and over all the In-

dian settlements eastward of the Apalachian Mountains, the broom of desolation swept with

terrible efTect. The destruction of food invited famine to a revel, and, to avoid starvation,

five hundred warriors crossed the Savannah and fled to the Loyalists in Florida.

In the mean while, General Rutherford, of North Carolina, with a force fully equal to

Williamson's, crossed the Blue Ridge at Swannanoa Gap, and proceeded to the valley of

the Tennessee River, laying waste the Indian country on the line of his march. There he

joined Williamson on the fourteenth of September. The work of destruction being com-

pleted, Rutherford returned to Salisbury in October, where he disbanded his troops. The

conquest was consummate. The Cherokees sued for peace, but they had no AttakuUakuUa

to intercede for them, for he had gone down into silence. They were compelled to submit to

the most abject humiliation, and to cede to South Carolina all their lands beyond the mount-

ains of Unacaya, now comprised within the fertile districts of Greenville, Anderson, and

Pickens, watered by the tributaries of the Savannah, the Saluda, and the Ennoree.'

Only once again did the Cherokees lift the hatchet, during the war. In 1781, British

emissaries induced them to go upon the war-path. With a large number of disguised

white men, they fell upon the inhabitants in Ninety-Six, massacred some families, and burned

their houses. General Pickens, with a party of militia, penetrated the Cherokee country,

and in the space of fourteen days he burned thirteen of their villages, killed more than forty

of the Indians, and took nearly seventy of them prisoners. They sued for peace, promised

never to listen to the British again, and from that time they remained quiet.^

The spirit of the North Carolina Regulators was infused into the back settlers of South

Carolina, beyond the Broad Pviver, and about 1769, the leading men of that region took the

law into their own hands. To suppress their rising power and importance, the governor

employed a man of low habits, but of haughty demeanor, named Scovill, to go thither and

enforce the laws of the province. He gave him the commission of colonel, and, with the mis-

taken policy of a narrow mind, he used rigorous measures, instead of evincing forbearance and

a spirit of conciliation. The sufferings which they endured made them reprobate all govern-

ment, and when asked to espouse the cause of Congress, they refused, on the ground that all

congresses or instruments of government are arbitrary and tyrannical. These formed the

basis of the Tory ascendency in that section of the state at the beginning of the war ; and

before the names of Whig and Tory became distinctive appellations, the name of Scovill-

ites was applied to those who opposed the Republicans. There were also many Dutch set-

tlers between the Broad and Saluda Rivers, who had received bounty lands from the king.

' Moultrie, Ramsay, Simms, Johnson.

' A greater portion of the Cherokee Nation, now in existence, occupy territory west of the Mississippi.

A remnant of them remain in North CaroHna, at a place called Qualla Town, in Haywood county. They

were allowed to remain when the general emigration of their nation took place. They have a tract of

seventy-two thousand acres of land. Ahiiost every adult can read in the Cherokee language, and most of

them understand English. They manufacture all their necessaries
;
have courts, lawyers, and judges of their

own, and have all the political rights of free citizens of the state. They are sober, industrious, and relig-

ious. Their present business chief (1851) is William H. Thomas, Esq., senator from that district (50th).

The Qualla Town Cherokees exhibit some remarkable cases of longevity. In 1850, Messrs. Mitchell and

Smoot, while on an official visit there, saw Kalostch, who was then one hundred and twenty years old.

His wife " went out like a candle," as Kalostch said, the year before, at the age of one hundred and twenty-

five years. It is said that people one hundred years old are not uncommon there.
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Government emissaries persuaded these settlers to believe that an espousal of the rebel cause

would be the sure precursor of the loss of their lands. These augmented the loyal popula-

tion when the inhabitants were called upon to make a political decision. Still another

class, the Scotch-Irish Protestants, had experienced the bounty of the king, and these, with
a feeling of gratitude, adhered to the royal government. Over all these. Lord William
Campbell, the royal governor when the war broke out, had unbounded influence, and prob-

ably in not one of the thirteen colonies was loyalty more rampant and uncompromising than

in South Carolina. Many, whose feelings were all in harmony with the opposers of royal

rule, were urged by self-interest to remain quiet ; for they felt secure in person and property

under present circumstances, and feared the result of commotion. Thus active and passive

loyalty sat like an incubus upon the real patriotism of South Carolina ; and yet, in every por-

tion of the state, the Tories were outnumbered by the Whigs, except in the section we are

now considering, between the Broad and Saluda Rivers. The inhabitants there could not

be persuaded to furnish men and arms for the army of Congress, nor to sign the American
Association.

Early in 1776, William Henry Drayton,' Colonel William Thomson, Colonel Joseph
Kershaw, and Pveverend William Tennent, Avere sent by the Council of Safety at Charleston

into that district, to explain to the people the nature of the dispute. Emissaries of govern-

ment counteracted their influence by persuading the people that the inhabitants of the sea-

board desired to get their tea free of duty, while those in the interior would be obliged to

pay a high rate for salt, osnaburgs, and other imported necessaries. The baneful seeds of

suspicion and mutual distrust were sown broad-cast among the settlers. The men of each
party banded together in fear of the violence of the other, and soon opposing camps were
iormed. Moderate men endeavored to prevent bloodshed, and a conference of their respect-

ive leaders was finally effected. A treaty of mutual forbearance was agreed to, and for a

while agitation almost ceased. But restless spirits were busy. Among these, Robert and
Patrick Cunningham,'' Tory leaders, were the most active, and they soon disturbed the re-

pose of party suspicion and animosity. By their machinations, it was aroused to wakeful-

ness. The Whigs, fearful of Ptobert Cunningham's influence, seized and conveyed him to

Charleston, where he was imprisoned. His brother Patrick raised a force to attempt a

rescue.

At about this time, a thousand pounds of powder, on its way as a present to the Chero-

kees, was seized by these Loyalists. This excited the already vigorous efforts of the Coun-
cil of Safety to more efficient measures. Colonel Williamson (the same officer who chas-

tised the Cherokees), M'ith a party of patriots, was sent to regain the powder. They seized

Patrick Cunningham, the leader, when the Tories gathered in strength, and drove Will-

iamson into a stockade fort at Ninety-Six. After remaining there some days, an agreement
for a cessation of hostilities was concluded, and both parties dispersed to their homes.

' Mr. Drayton was, at this time, quite a young man, a descendant of one of the leadinu families of South

Carolina. He was a nephew of Governor Bull. When Republican principles began to work up to the

surface, and become visible at the South, in 1771, his pen was employed on the side of government, in op-

position to Christopher Gadsden and others. 'These essays brought him into notice. He was introduced

at court, and was appointed one of Governor Bull's council. As the Revolution advanced to a crisis, Dray-
ton saw the injustice of Great Britain, and espoused the Republican cause. He became a favorite of the

people, and, while a delegate in the Continental Congress, he died in their service in 1779.
'^ Robert Cunningham was an Irish settler in the District of Ninety-Six, now Abbeville, where he was

commissioned a judge in 1770. After his release, in 1776, he removed to Charleston. In 1780, he was
appointed a brigadier general to command the Loyalists of that province. His estate was confiscated in

1782, and not being allowed to remain in the province at the close of the war, he went to Nassau, New
Pruvidence, where he died in 1813, at the age of seventy-four years. The British government indemnified

him for his losses, and gave him a pension. His brother Patrick was deputy surveyor of the colony in

•1769. He received the commission of colonel, under Robert, in 1780. His property, also, was confis-

cated in 1782, and at the close of the war he went to Florida. The South Carolina Legislature afterward

treated him leniently, and restored a part of his property. He was elected a member of the Legislature

bv his Tory friends. He died in 1794.

II. T T
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Tory Faithlessness. Expedition against them Battle at Musgrove's Mill.

The treaty at Ninety-Six was soon violated by the Tories, when the Provincial Congress,

resolving no longer to rely upon words, sent a large body of militia and newly-raised regulars,

under Colonels Richardson' and Thomson,' to apprehend the leaders of the party which

seized the powder, and to do all other things necessary to suppress the present and future

insurrections/ They were joined by seven hundred militia from North Carolina, under

Colonels Thomas Polk and Griffith Rutherford, and two hundred and twenty regulars, com-

manded by Colonel James Martin. This was a wise step. It gave the Tories an exalted

idea of the strength of the friends of government, and entirely destroyed their organization.

Colonel Richardson used his discretionary powers with mildness. The most obstinate lead-

ers were seized and carried to. Charleston. Quiet was restored, and the Loyalists made no

demonstration of moment until after the reduction of Savannah, when a considerable party

arose in favor of the royal government, having for their leader Colonel Boyd, who had been

secretly employed by the British government to head the Tories. These were routed and

dispersed at Kettle Creek, while on their way to the British posts in Georgia. This event

will be noticed in detail hereafter. From that time until the British took possession of

Charleston, in 1780, the Tories remained rather quiet upon their plantations. On the

eighteenth of August, 1780, Colonel Williams (who was killed at King's Mountain a few

weeks afterward), with Colonels Shelby and Clarke, attacked quite a large body of British

under Colonel Innis and Major Fraser, near Musgrove's Mill, upon the Ennoree River, in

the northeast corner of Laurens's District. Many Tories were collected there, and were

joined on the seventeenth by Innis and Fraser. The whole force was about three hundred

strong, and were encamped upon the south side of the river, where they commanded a bad,

rocky ford. The Americans, whose force was much less, took post upon the north side,

upon a small creek which empties into the Ennoree just below the Spartanburg line, about

two miles above Musgrove's Mill. It was agreed that Williams should have the chief

command. He drew up his little army in ambush, in a semicircle within a wood, and then

proceeded to entice his enemy across the river. For this purpose he took a few picked men,

appeared at the ford, and fired upon the enemy. The stratagem was successful. Innis

immediately crossed the ford to dislodge the " rebels." Williams and his party retreated,

hotly pursued by Innis until within the area of the patriot ambuscade, when a single shot

by Colonel Shelby gave the signal for attack. With a loud shout, the concealed Americans

arose, and within two minutes the Tories were completely surrounded. Colonel Innis was

slightly wounded, but with the larger part of his regulars he escaped. Major Fraser was

killed, with eighty-five others. Colonel Clary, the commander of the militia, escaped, but

^ Richard Richardson was a native of Virginia, where he was employed as a land-surveyor at the time

when Washington was engaged in the same pursuit. He afterward settled in old Craven county, in South

Carolina ; and during the Indian border wars, he commanded a regiment. As a representative in the

Provincial Congress of South Carolina, Colonel Richardson assisted in forming the first Republican Consti-

tution for that state. He was with General Lincoln in his Southern campaigns, and with that olficer be-

came a prisoner at Charleston, at which time he was a brigadier. With others, he was sent to St. Augus-

tine, from whence he returned in September with a broken constitution, and soon died at his residence, near

Salisbury, in Sumter District, at the age of about seventy-six years. Soon after his death, Tarleton occu-

pied his house, and, believing the family plate was buried with him, had his body disinterred. When he

was about leaving, that cruel man applied the torch to the house with his own hand, avowing his determ-

ination to make it the " funeral pile of the widow and her three young rebels.''^ His son, James B., was aft-

erward governor of South Carolina.—See Johnson's Traditions, &/€., page 158.

^ William Thomson was a native of Pennsylvania, and a relative of Charles Thomson, the secretary of

the Continental Congress. He was born about the year 1727, and, while a child, was taken to Orange-

burg District, in South Carolina. He was a patriot, and was placed in command of the 3d regiment, called

the Rangers. With his regiment, he fought in the battle on Sullivan's Island in 1776. He was with Gen-

eral Howe in Georgia, and served under the command of D'Estaing at Savannah. He behaved gallantly,

and suffered much during the greater part of the war. At its close, he returned to his estate at Belleville,

near Fort Motte, mentioned on page 687, with shattered health and fortune. There he continued in the

pursuit of an indigo planter, which he began before the war, until 1796, when declining health induced him

to go to medicinal springs in Virginia. He died there on the twenty-second of November of that year,

at the age of sixty-nine years.

^ Instructions of the Provincial Congress to Colonel Richardson.
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most of his men were made prisoners. The Americans lost four men killed and eleven

wounded. After this victory, Williams, with the prisoners, encamped at the Cedar Spring,

in Spartanburg District, and from thence proceeded to Charlotte. Williams and Clarke

returned to the western frontier, and the prisoners, under Major Hammond, marched to Hills-

borough.

General Sumter,' after his defeat at the mouth of the Fishing Creek, on the Catawba,
in August, 1780,''- collected a small

volunteer force at Sugar Creek. Al-
°'

though, when the defeat of Gates at Camden
was effected, there was no regular army in the

field in South Carolina for three months, Sumter

with his volunteers, maintained a warfare, and

kept up the spirit of liberty upon the waters of

the Broad River and vicinity for a long time.

He crossed that stream, and by rapid marches

ranged the country watered by the Ennoree and

Tyger Rivers, in the neighborhood of the Broad

His men were all mounted. They would strike

a blow in one place to-day ; to-morrow, their

power would be felt far distant. Marion was en-

gaged, at the same time, in similar service in the

lower country ; while Clarke and Twiggs of

Georgia, and Williams, Pickens, and others of

Ninety-Six, were equally active. The utmost

vigilance of Cornwallis, then at Winnsborough,

was necessary to maintain a communication be-

tween his various posts. While Tarleton was
engaged in endeavors to find, fight, and subdue

Marion, the " Swamp Fox," then making his valor felt on and near the banks of the Santee,

Cornwallis perceived the operations of Sumter with alarm. He surmised (what was really

the fact) that Sumter designed to attack his fort at Ninety-Six ; he accordingly detached Ma-
jor Wemyss, a bold and active officer, to surprise the partisan, then on the east side of the

Broad River, at Fish Dam Ford, in Chester District, fifty-three miles from Camden. Wemyss,
with a considerable force of well-mounted men, reached the vicinity on the evening of

the eighth of November. ^ Fearing Sumter might be apprised of his proximity before

morning, and cross the river, Wemyss resolved to attack him at midnight, and immediately

formed his corps for battle. At about one o'clock in the morning, he rushed upon Sumter's

camp. That vigilant officer was prepared to receive him. Colonel Taylor, M-ho commanded
Sumter's advanced guard, had taken particular precautions. The horses were all saddled

and bridled, ready to retreat or pursue, as circumstances might require. This preparation

astonished the British, for they believed their approach was unknown. As soon as they were

b 1780

' Thomas Sumter was one of the South Carolina patriots earliest in the tiekl. Q£ his early life and hab-

its very little is known. In March, 1776, he was a lieutenant colonel of a resiment of riflemen. After the

fall of Charleston, in 1780, when a partisan warfare was carried on in the Carolinas, Sumter ben-an to dis-

play those powers which made him so renowned. Governor Rutlcd<i-e, perceivinrj his merits, promoted him
to brigadier of militia. His battles at Rocky Mount and Hanjrinnp Ruck ijave him great eclat. He was
defeated by Tarleton at Fishing Creek, on the Catawba, just after the untortunate battle near Camden.
With a few survivors, and other volunteers, he crossed the Broad River, ranged the districts upon its west-

ern banks, and on the eighth of November, 1780, defeated Colonel Wemyss, who had attacked his camp.
He afterward defeated Tarleton at Blackstocks. Sumter was wounded, but was able to take the field early

in February, 1781. While Greene was retreatinpr before Cornwallis, Sumter, with Marion, was humbling
British garrisons in the lower country. He continued in active service during the whole campaign of 1781.

Ill health caused him to leave the army before the close of the war. He served a long time in the Con-

grress cf the United States He died at his residence at Statesburu-. near Bradford Springs, in Sumter Dis-

trict, on the first of June, 1832, at the remarkable age of ninety-eight j"ears.
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within rifle shot, Sumter gave a signal ; a deadly volley ensued, and twenty-three of the

enemy were laid dead upon the field. The British recoiled, but rallying in a moment, they

renewed the attack. A hot skirmish ensued, when the British gave way and retreated

precipitately, leaving their commander (who was wounded at the first attack), with many
slain and wounded comrades, upon the field. Major Wemyss was found the next morning,

bleeding profusely. The blood Avas stanched, and, notwithstanding he had been guilty of

various cruelties toward the Whigs, and in his pocket was a list of houses he had burned,

Sumter treated him kindly, and allowed him to go to Charleston on parole.

Sumter now prepared to cross the Broad River, for the purpose of efiecting his design

upon Ninety-Si.\. He had agreed with Colonels Clarke, Twiggs, and others, from Georgia,

to join them on the west side of the Broad River, and proceed to invest that post. For the

purpose of covering this expedition, and deceiving the British, he first approached and men-

aced Camden, and then wheeling, by forced mai'ches he crossed the Broad River and joined

Clarke and his associates between the Tyger and Ennoree. Sumter took the command of

the whole, and had crossed the Ennoree, when he was intercepted by Tarleton. Cornwal-

lis, alarmed for the safety of Ninety-Six, had recalled that officer from the expedition against

Marion, and ordered him to proceed immediately in pursuit of Sumter. With his usual

celerity, Tarleton soon crossed the Broad River, and, pushing up the southern side of the

Ennoree, attempted to gain Sumter's rear. A deserter from the British infantry informed

that officer of the approach and design of Tarleton, and he immediately ordered a retreat.

Backward they turned, but so near was the enemy, that, while crossing the Eimoree, the

rear guard of the Americans were handled roughly by Tarleton's van. They escaped,

however, with a trifling loss. Sumter continued his retreat until he reached the plantation

of Blackslocks, on the southwest side of the Tyger River (in the extreme western part of

Union District), still closely pursued by Tarleton. That place appeared favorable for a

small force to do battle, and Sumter resolved there to face his pursuers, maintain his ground

during the day, if possible, and, if compelled to retreat, to cross the river at night. Tarleton

a Nov 20
* did not approach as early as was apprehended, and it was near the close of the

Hdo. afternoon, a when, with about four hundred of his command, he appeared near

Blackstocks's. He was in sucJi haste to overtake Sumter before he should cross the Tyger,

that he pressed forward without waiting for the remainder of his force. He found the

Americans upon a hill near Blackstocks's house, ready for battle and determined to fight.

Major Jackson, of Georgia, who acted as Sumter's volunteer aid on that occasion, assisted

him essentially in the proper formation of his troops, and in directing their movements.

In Sumter's front was a very steep bank, with a small rivulet at its base, a fence, and

some brushwood. His rear, and part of his right flank, was upon Tyger River ; his left

was covered by a large log-barn. Tarleton took position upon an eminence near by, and,

believing the victory for himself quite sure, he leisurely prepared to attack the Americans,

as soon as the remainder of his command should arrive. When Sumter perceived that the

whole of Tarleton's force was not with him, he determined not to wait to be attacked, but to

act on the offensive. He issued his orders hastily, and in a few minutes his troops descend-

ed suddenly from the hill, and poured a well-directed fire upon the British. The latter met
the unexpected shook with great valor, and then rushed upon the American riflemen with

bayonets. These fell back in good order, when a reserve of riflemen, with a second volley,

slew many of the British, and repulsed the remainder. Tarleton, now observing the peril

of his little army, charged directly up the hill with his cavalry. The Americans stood firm,

and, making sure aim with their rifles, drove the cavalry back beyond the rivulet. Tarle-

ton, amazed at the result, drew off'his whole force, then, wheeling his cavalry, made a furi-

ous charge upon Sumter's left flank, where the hill was less precipitous. Here he was met

by a little band of one hundred and fifty Georgia militia, under Twiggs and Jackson, who,

like veterans of many wars, stood firm, and made a noble resistance for a long time,' until

' Colonel (afterward General) James Jackson, in a letter to the late Mathew Carey, of Philadelphia,

written many years subsequent to the war (the original of which is in possession of H. C. Baird, Esq., of
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hoof, and saber, and pistol, bore too hard upon them, and they gave way. At that moment,

the rifles of a reserve, under Colonel Winn, and a sharp fire from the log-barn, decided the

day. Tarleton fied, leaving nearly two hundred upon the field. Of these, more than ninety

were killed, and nearly one hundred wounded. The Americans lost only three killed and

five wounded. Among the latter was General Sumter, who received a ball in his breast

early in the action, and was taken to the rear, when Colonel Twiggs assumed the command.

Though Sumter's wound was severe, and kept him from the field for several months after-

ward, it did not completely disable him at the time. Without waiting for the remainder

of Tarleton's force to come up, Sumter, as soon as he had buried the dead, and made the

wounded of the enemy as comfortable as possible, forded the swift-flowing Tyger, bearing his

wounded on litters, and coiitinued his retreat to the eastern side of the Broad River, where

a large portion of his followers separated, some to go home, others to join new commanders.

He proceeded into North Carolina, and remained there until his wounds were healed. The

Georgians turned westward, and marched along the base of the mountains toward Ninety-

Six. The valorous achievements of Sumter (several more of which will be noticed in detail

hereafter) during the campaign of 1780 acquired fur him the title of the Carolina Game-

cock. Cornwallis was obliged to speak of him as the most troublesome of his enemies.

On the thirteenth of January, 1781, Congress passed a very complimentary resolution of

thanks to him and his men, in the preamble of which, his victory at Hanging Rock, and

his defeat of Wemyss and Tarleton, are particularly mentioned.' With these latter events

ended all the important military operations westward of the Broad River, and north of the

Saluda.''

The day is waning ; let us cross the Eswawpuddenah, and resume our journey.

Philadelphia), sa)-s, "General Sumter was wounded early in the action, and retired. Colonel (now Gen-

eral) Twiggs and myself fought the enemy three hours after this, and defeated them totally, bringing off

upward of thirty dragoon horses." ^ Journals of Congress, vii., 14.

^ Tradition has preserved many thrilling accounts of the sufTerings, self-sacrfiice, and great courage of

the women westward of the Broad River. The gentle maiden and the rough woodsman wer^ taught in

the same school of rude experience, and imbibed from the events of daily life a spirit of self-reliance seldom

seen in more refined society. Among the heroines of this region, Sarah Dillard, of Spartanburg District,

mentioned on page 630, and Dicey Langston, of Laurens District, were among the most conspicuous. Of

the latter, Mrs. Ellet, in her admirable sketches of Women of the Revolution, has recorded many interesting

anecdotes. One of these will suffice to illustrate the courage of this young girl—a noble type of her class.

Her father was infirm ; her brothers were abroad ; and Dicey, then only sixteen, was her father's chief com-

panion and solace. A Tory band, called the Bloody Scout, under the notorious Bill Cunningham, spread

terror over that lonely region ; and the known patriotism of Dicey often jeopardized the life and property of

her father. On one occasion, she learned that the Scout were about to fall upon a settlement beyond the

Tyger, where her brothers dwelt. She resolved to save them. At night and alone, she crossed the En-

noree and hastened to the banks of the Ty'ger. It was swollen, yet she did not recoil from the danger.

The blackness of midnight was upon the land, yet she went boldly into the stream. Neck deep in the chan-

nel, she became confused, and did not know which way to go. God led her to the northern bank
;
and,

like an ann-el of mercj', she sped to the settlement. When the Bloody Scout reached there the next day,

no man was to be found.

Miss Langston married Thomas Springfield, of Greenville, South Carolina, where many of her descend-

ants are still living. She died only a few years ago. Mrs. Thomas, Mrs. Sinims, JNlrs. Otterson, Miss

Jackson, Mrs. Potter, and other less conspicuous of the women west of the Broad River, were copatriots

with Dicey Langston. Of these, Mrs. Ellet has made many interesting records.
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CHAPTER XXV.

" Ours are no hirelings train'd to the fight,

With cymbal and clarion, all glittering and bright

;

No prancing of chargers, no martial display
;

No war-trump is heard from our silent array.

O'er the proud heads of freemen our star-banner waves
;

Men, firm as their mounta\ns, and still as their graves,

To-morrow shall pour out their life-blood like rain :

We come back in triumph, or come not again !"—T. Gray.

r noon I crossed the Broad Pwiver at the Cherokee Ford, and turning to

the southeast, pressed on toward Yorkville and the interesting fields of

conflict beyond, near the waters of the Catawba and its surname, the

Wateree, where the chivalrous partisans of the South, scorning the Deli-

lah lap of ease, retained their strength and battled manfully with the

Philistines of the crown. The river at the ford is about eight hundred

yards wide, and upon the firm pathway, which has been constructed at considerable expense,

in this vicinity, that it

is quite unnavigable, ex-

cept in a few places.

the average depth of

water did not exceed

one foot. Unless the

river is much swollen,

the ford is perfectly safe.

A strong dam, owned by

the proprietors of the

iron-works, crosses the

river an eighth of a mile

above ; and so shallow

and rapid is the current,

and so rocky the bed of
View at the Cherokee Fobd.i

Soon after leaving the

ford, I passed through a

gorge of a spur of King's

Mountain, which here

comes down in a precip

itous ridge to the Broad

Pwiver. The scenery

within this gorge was

the most romantic I had

observed in the South-the river, for many miles

ern country. From a ravine, just wide enough for the passage of a small stream and the

high-way, the hills rise almost perpendicularly to a

considerable altitude. They were covered with the

various evergreens which give beauty to Southern for-

ests in winter ; and from the fissures of the rocks,

where the water-fountains were bursting forth, hund-

reds of icicles were glittering in prismatic beauty

wherever the sun shed its rays upon them. It was

truly a gorgeous scene. Along this sinuous mountain

stream, rock-bound on either side, the road continued

to an iron establishment, where it ascends the steep

margins of the hills, presenting a surface of deep adhe-

sive red earth. Descending the eastern side of the

eminence, I crossed King's Creek, a ^ozen miles below

the place where I passed it two days before when on

my way to the Cowpens. Soon again I was among the

vouo^h hills, and so bad was the road, that at sunset I

had traveled only ten miles from the Cherokee Ford. Mountain Gorge near the chekokee Ford.

* This view is from the east bank of the river. Toward the extreme right is seen the dam, made to

' upply water-power for the iron-works delineated toward the left of the picture. The fording-place, which

crosses a small island in the middle of the stream, is indicated by the slight fall toward the left.
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A Night on the Mountains. Contentment. Mule Driving. Catawba Indians.

I discovered that the temporary repairs of my wagon had not been sufficient to withstand

the rouo-h usage of the way, and that more thorough work was necessary before I could

pursue my journey with safety. Yorkville, the nearest place in advance where a smith

could be ibund, was fourteen miles distant, so I was compelled to halt for the night at a

small log-house, of forbidding aspect, among the mountains. The food and shelter was of

the plainest kind imaginable. There was no " light in the dwelling," except the blaze of

pine wood upon the hearth, and I wrote a letter by the glare of a resinous knot, brought

from the " wood pile" for the purpose. Lying in bed, I could count the stars at the zenith
;

while the open floor below afibrded such ample ventilation, that my bufialo robe, wrapped

around me, was not uncomfortable on that keen frosty night. But generous, open-handed

hospitality was in that humble cabin, which made amends for trifling discomforts, and I

felt satisfied.

" Out upon the calf, I say,

Who turns his grumbling head awaj',

And quarrels with his feed ol h«y,

Because it is not clover.

Give to me the happy mind,

That will ever seek and find

Something fair and something kind,

Ail the wide world over."

" Our hungry eyes may fondly wish

To revel amid flesh and fisii.

And gloat upon the silver dish

That holds a golden plover

Yet if our table be but spread

With bacon and with hot corn-bread.

Be thankful if we're always fed

As well, the wide world over.

Unwilling to risk a journey to Yorkville in my broken buggy, I hired a team of mules

and a lumber-wagon from my host, to convey myself and baggage thither ; and placing Char-

ley and the vehicle in charge of his son, a lad of fourteen years, we started (or the distant

village at daybreak the next morning. All the way over that rough road I had practical

evidence that mules are, like facts, " stubborn things." I was furnished with a hickory

goad as long as an angler's rod, and with this I labored faithfully, full half of the way, to

whip the animals into a trot where a level space occurred. But I made no visible impres-

sion : walk they would, until they reached the brow of a hill, when they would descend with

the vehemence of the swine of old, who, filled with devils, ran down into the sea. Down
three long hills, rocky and gullied, they ran, while my energies were fully occupied in puU-

ino- at the reins with one hand, and securing my seat upon a loose board, covered with a

sheepskin, with the other. I reached Yorkville in safety at a little past meridian, resolved

never again to play postillion with mules or donkeys, whether biped or quadruped.

Yorkville, the capital of York District, in South Carolina, almost two hundred miles from

Charleston, is a very pleasant village of about eight hundred inhabitants, situated in the

midst of a high plain, on the dividing-ridge between the waters of the Broad and Catawba

Rivers. Sheltered from the northwest winds by the mountains, the climate is mild in win-

ter ; elevated far above the low country of the Carolinas, it is salubrious in summer. The

streets of the villase are regularly laid out, and adorned with beautiful Pride of India trees,

filled, when I was there, with clusters of fruit. I saw some elegant mansions ; and in the

gardens, fine palmeltoes, the first I had seen, were growing. I passed the Sabbath pleas-

antly in Yorkville, and left it early on Monday morning, with the impression that not a

lovelier village flourishes in the " upper country" of the South. Leaving the great highway

to Columbia on the riijht, I traversed the more private roads in the direction of the Catawba,

to visit the scenes of valor and suffering in the vicinity of that stream. The weather was

fine, and the roads generally good. Soon after leaving'Yorkville, I passed through a part of

the Catawba reservation, a narrow tract of land on the Catawba River, near the southeast

corner of Yorkville District. The Catawba tribe, once so powerful, have dwindled down to

the merest remnant. For their general adherence to the patriots during the Revolution, they

have always received the fostering care of the state. Their number now does not exceed one

hundred, and in a few years that once great rival tribe of the Five Nations will be extinct.'

So the aborigines pass away, and the few survivors in our land may chant in sorrow,

' The Catawbas spoke a language ditierent from any of the surrounding tribes. Tliev inhabited the
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Fishing Creelt and its Associations. Generous Hospitality. Petition of a Catawba Indian.

" We, the rightful lords of yore,

Are the rightful lords no more
;

Like the silver mist, we fail,

Like the red leaves in the gale

—

Fail, like shadows, when the dawning

Waves the bright flag of the morning."

J. IVI'Lellan, Junior.

" I will go to my tent and lie down in despair

;

I will paint me with black, and will sever my hair

;

I will sit on the shore when the hurricane blows,

And reveal to the God of the tempest my woes

;

I will weep for a season, on bitterness fed,

For my kindred are gone to the hills of the dead
;

But they died not of hunger, or lingering-decay

—

The hand of the white man hath swept them away !"'

Henry Rowe Schoolcraft.

I crossed the Fishing Creek at sunset ; and at the house of a young planter, a mile be-

yond, passed the night. There I experienced hospitality in its fullest degree. The young

husbandman had just begun business life for himself, and, with his wife and " wee bairn,"

occupied a modest house, with only one room. I was not aware of the extent of their ac-

commodations when I asked for a night's entertainment, and the request was promptly com-

plied with. It made no diflerence to them, for they had two beds in the room, and needed

but one for themselves ; the other was at my service. The young man was very intelli-

gent and inquiring, and midnight found us in pleasant conversation. He would accept no

compensation in the morning ; and I left his humble dwelling full of reverence for that gen-

erous and unsuspecting hospitality of Carolina, where the people will give a stranger lodg-

ings even in their own bedrooms, rather than turn him from their doors,

" Plain and artless her sons ;
but whose doors open faster

At the knock of the stranger or the tale of disaster?

How like to the rudeness of their dear native mountains,

With rich ore in their bosoms, and life in their fountains."

Gaston.

My journey of a day from Fishing Creek to E-ocky Mount, on the Catawba, was delight-

ful The winter aira was like the breath of late April in New England ; and the
a Jan. 15, . 11 1 A 1

it'W- roads, passing through a picturesque country, were generally good. Almost every

plantation, too, is clustered with Revolutionary associations; for this region, like Westchester

county, in New York, was the scene of continual partisan movements, skirmishes, and cruel-

ties, during the last three years of the war. Near the mouth of the Fishing Creek (which

empties into the Catawba two miles above the Great Falls), Sumter sufiered defeat, after

partial success at Pvocky Mount below ; and down through Chester, Fairfield, and Richland,

too, Whigs and Tories battled fearfully for territorial possession, plunder, and personal re-

country south of the Tuscaroras, and adjoining the Cherokees. In 1672, the Shawnees made settlements

in their country, but were speedily driven away. In 1712, they were the allies of the white people against

the Corees and Tuscaroras ; but in 1715, they joined the other tribes in a confederacy against the Southern

colonies. In 1760, they were auxiliaries of the Carolinians against the Cherokees, and ever afterward were

the friends of the white "people. Their chief village was on the Catawba, twenty-four miles from Yorkville.

The following eloquent petition of Peter Harris, a Catawba warrior during the Revolution, is preserved

amono- the colonial records at Columbia, in South Carolina. The petition is dated 1822 :

"
I am one of the lingering survivors of an almost extinguished race. Our graves will soon be our only

habitations. I am one of the few stalks that still remain in the field where the tempest of the Revolution

has passed. I fought against the British for your sake. The British have disappeared, and you are free
;

yet from me have the British took nothing ;
nor have I gained any thing by their defeat. I pursued the

deer for subsistence ;
the deer are disappearing, and I must starve. God ordained me for the forest, and

my ambition is the shade. But the strength of my arm decays, and my feet fail me in the chase. The

hand which fought for your liberties is now open for your relief. In my youth I bled in battle, that you

might be independent-; let not my heart in my old age bleed for the want of your commiseration."

This petition was not unheeded ; the Legislature of South Carolina granted the old warrior an annuity

of s.xty dollars.
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Great Falls of the Catawba. Mount Dearborn. Cotton Factory. Rocky Mount and its Associations.

View of the Great Falls of the Catawba. 2

venge. Some of these scenes will be noticed presently. Turning to the left at Beckham-

ville,' I traversed a rough and sinuous road down to the banks of the Catawba, just below

the Great Falls. Here yet remain the foundations of a projected United States military

establishment, to be called Mount ',

Dearborn, which was abandoned
;

and upon the brink of the foaming

waters stands a cotton-mill, the prop-

erty of Daniel MCullock, operated by

white hands, and devoted chiefly to

the production of cotton-yarns. At

this place, in the midst of a fine cot-

ton-growing country, almost inex-

haustible water-power invites capi-

tal and enterprise to seek good in-

vestment, and confer substantial ben-

efit upon the state. The place is

wild and romantic. Almost the

whole volume of the river is here

compressed by a rugged island into

a narrow channel, between steep,

rocky shores, fissured and fragment-

ed, as if by some powerful convulsion.

There are no perpendicular falls ; but down a rocky bed the river tumbles in mingled rap-

ids and cascades, roaring and foaming, and then subsides into comparative calmness in a

basin below.

It was late in the afternoon when I finished my. sketch of the Falls, and leaving Mount

Dearborn, crossed Pvock Creek and reined up in front of the elegant mansion of Mrs. Bark-

ley, at Rocky Mount. Iler dwelling, where refined hospitality bore rule, is beautifully sit-

uated upon an eminence overlooking the Catawba and the surrounding country, and within

a few rods of the remains of the old village and the battle-ground. Surrounded by gardens

and ornamental trees, it must be a delightful summer residence. Yet there was grief in

that dwelling and the habihments of mourning indicated the ravages of death. The hus-

band and father had been an honored member of the Legislature of South Carolina, and

^ Here was the scene of exciting events during the early part of the summer of 1780. Rocky Mount

Avas made a royal post. Captain Hou.seman, the commander, .sent forth hand-bills, calling the inhabitants to-

gether in an "old iield," where Beckhamville post-office now .stands, to receive protection and acknowledge

rllegiance to the crown. One aged patriot, like another Tell, refused to bow to the cap of this tiny Ges-

ler. That patriot was Joseph Gaston, who lived upon the Fishing Creek, near the Catawba. In vain

Houseman, who went to his residence with an armed escort, pleaded with and menaced the patriot. His

reply was, " Never !" and as soon as the British captain had turned his back, he sent his sons out to ask the

brave among his neighbors to meet at his house that night. Under Captain John M'Clure, thirty-three de-

termined men were at Judge Ga.ston's at midnight. They were clad in hunting-shirts and moccasins, wool

hats and deer-skin caps, each armed with a butcher-knife and a rifle. Early in the morning, they pre-

pared for the business of the day. Silently they crept along the old Indian trail by the margin of the creek,

and suddenly, with a fearful shout, surrounded and discomfited the assembled Tories upon the " old field,"

at Beckhamville. The British soldiers in attendance fled precipitately to their quarters at Rocky Mount.

Filled with rage, Houseman sent a party to bring the hoary-headed patriot, then eighty years of age, to his

quarters ; but they found his dwelling deserted. His wifcjO-oncealed in some bushes near, saw them plun-

der the house of every thing, and carry ofT the stock from the plantation. Nothing was left but the family

Bible—a precious relic, yet preserved in the family.

This movement of Justice Gaston and his neighbors was the first efTort to cast back the wave of British

rule which was sweeping over the state, and threatening to submerge all opposition east of the mountains.

Judge Gaston had nine sons in the army. When they heard of the massacre of the patriots on the Wax-

haw, by Tarleton, these young men joined hands, pledged themselves thenceforth never to submit to op-

pression, and from that time they all bore arms in defense of liberty.—See Mrs. Ellett's Domestic History

of the Revolution, pages 169—174, inclusive.

^ This view is from the west side of the Catawba, looking northeast, toward Lancaster District.



658 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

A Night at Rocky Mount. The Battle-ground. Sumter again in Arms. Hia Compatriots.

View at Rocky Mount.>

in the midst of his useful public life he was thrown from his g]g and killed. Yet the light

of hospitality was not extinguished there, and I shall long remember, with pleasure, the

night I passed at Pvocky Mount. Accompanied by Mrs. Barkley's three daughters, and a

young planter from

" over the river,"

I visited the battle-

ground before sun-

I set, examined the

particular localities

indicated by the fin-

ger of tradition, and

sketched the accom-

panying view of the

J principal place of

conflict. Here, ia

the porch, sitting

with this interesting household in the golden gleams of the declining sun, let us open the

clasped volume of history, and read a brief but brilliant page.

Almost simultaneously, three distinguished partisans of the South appeared conspicuous,

aMavi" ^^^^^ ^'"'c f^^l of Charleston ;a. Marion, between the Pedee and Santee ; Sumter,

1780. upon the Catawba and Broad Pk^ivers ; and Pickens, in the vicinity of the Saluda

and Savannah Rivers. With the surrender of Charleston, the hopes of the South Car-

olina patriots withered ; and so complete was the subjugation of the state by the royal

arms, that on the fourth of June, Sir Henry Clinton wrote to the ministry, " I may venture

to assert that there are few men in South Carolina who are not either our prisoners or in

arms with us." Many unsubdued patriots sought shelter in North Carolina, and others

went up toward the mountains and gathered the cowed Whigs into bands to avenge the

insults of their Tory oppressors. Early in July, Sumter (who had taken refuge in Meck-

lenburg), with a few chosen patriots who gathered around him, returned to South Carolina.

" Catawba's waters smiled again

To see her Sumter's soul in arms;

And issuing from each glade and glen,

Rekindled by war's fierce alarms,

Thronged hundreds through the solitude

or the wild forest, to the call

Of him whose spirit, unsubdued,

Fresh impulse gave to each, to all."'

J. W. Simmons.

Already bold Whigs between the Catawba had banded, and, led by Bratton, M-Clure, Mof-

fit, Winn,^ and others, had smitten the enemy at different points. The first blow, struck

at Beckhamville, is noticed on the preceding page. To crush these patriots and to band the

' This view is from the garden-gate at Mrs. Barkley's, looking northeast. On the left is seen part of a

store-house, and on the right, just beyond the post with a pigeon-house, is a hollow, within which are the

remains of houses. At the foot of the hill may still be seen the foundations of the house mentioned in the

text as having been occupied bj' the British when attacked by Sumter. The small log buildings across

the center, occup3'ing the slope where the conflict occurred, are servants' houses.

* Richard Winn was a native of Virginia. He entered the service early, and in 1775 was commission-

ed the first lieutenant of the South Carolina rangers. He served under Colonel William Thomson, in Gen-

eral Richardson's expedition against the Tories, in the winter of that year. He had been with Thomson
in the battle on Sullivan's Island. He afterward served in Georgia, and was in command of Fort M'Intosh,

on the north side of the Santilla River. He was subsequently promoted to colonel, and commanded the

militia of Fairfield District. He was with Sumter at Hanging Rock, where he was wounded. He was
active during- the remainder of the war, and at the conclusion, was appointed a brigadier, and finally a ma-

jor general of militia. He represented his district in Congress from 1793 to 1802. He removed to Ten-

nessee in 1812, and died soon afterward. Winnsborough, the present seat of justice of Fairfield District,

was so named in his honor, when he was colonel of that district, in 1779
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Skirmish at Mobley's Meeting-house. Expeditions of Huck and Cunningham. Their Defeat

Loyalists, marauding parties, chiefly Tories, were sent out. At Mobley's meeting-house, on

Ihe banks of Little River, in Fairfield District, a party of these men were collected just after

the atiiiir at Beckhamville.a- Around them were gathering the Tories of the dis-
^ ^^^^ ^_^^

trict, when Captains Bratton and M'Clure fell upon and dispersed them. This

disaster, following closely upon the other, alarmed the commander at Rocky Mount, and he

sent out Captain Christian Huck, a profane, unprincipled man,' with four hundred cavalry,

and a body of well-mounted Tories, to " push the rebels as far as he might deem convenient."

He executed his orders with alacrity. At one time he destroyed Colonel Hill's iron-works
;

at another he burned the dwelling of the Reverend William Simpson, of the Fishing Creek

church, and murdered an unoffending young man on Sunday morning, while on his way to

the meeting-house, with his Bible in his hand. He hated Presbyterians bitterly, and made

them sufier when he could. Loaded with the spoils of plunder, Huck fell back to Pvocky

Mount, and prepared for other depredations.

About this time. Bill Cunningham and his " Bloody Scout" were spreading terror in Un-

ion and Spartanburg Districts, and also south of the Ennoree. Against this monster, John

M'Clure was dispatched. He chased him across Union District, and almost thirty mile^

further toward Ninety-Six. Four of the scout were captured, and carried in triumph into

Sumter's camp, on the Waxhaw ; their leader barely escaped.

Sumter was now gathering his little army, and Huck proceeded to execute his commission

as speedily as possible, before the newly-made brigadier should approach. He encamped'

upon the plantation of James Williamson' (now Brattonville), and there passed the night

of the eleventh of July. iJ At a little past midnight, Colonel Neil and the companies
^ ^^_^

of Captains Bratton and M'Clure came down from Sumter's camp, in Mecklenburg,

and cautiously approached the sleeping enemy in his encampment, which was in the middle

of a lane. At dawn,c they entered each end of the lane, and fell upon Huck's party
^ ^^^^ ^^

with fury. The surprise was complete, and for an hour a fierce battle ensued, when

Huck, with Colonel Ferguson of the Tory militia, was killed, and his party dispersed. The

M'hole patriot force was only one hundred and thirty-three men. MClure and his party,

well mounted, pursued the fugitives almost to Rocky Mount, and within four hours the army

of Huck was as completely dissolved as if they had never seen each other. Colonel Neil

lost only one of his command. •

The defeat of Huck had an important bearing upon the future condition of the state. It

encouraged the Whigs, and many joined the standard of Sumter ; while the Tories, abashed,

were fearful and silent. Strengthened by daily recruits, until he had more than six hund-

red men under his command, Sumter determined to attack the royal post at Pwocky Mount.

The massacre of Buford's command on the Waxhaw, in May,d had fired the
^ ^^^ ^^

Whio-s with a desire for revenge ; and Sumter felt strong enough to attack a force

known to be a third larger than his own. The post at Pvocky Mount was now commanded

by Lieutenant Colonel Turnbull, with a small garrison, consisting of one hundred and fifty

New York volunteers, and some South Carolina militia. These were stationed principally

in three buildings, upon a slope surrounded by a ditch and abatis, and encircled by an open

wood

.

On the thirtieth of July, e Sumter left Major Davie's camp, at the parting of the
^ ^„^^

roads for Rocky Mount and Landsford, and crossing the Catawba at Blair's Ford,

1 Huck had often been heard to say, says Ramsay (ii., 136), that " God Almighty was turned rebel
;
but

that if there were twenty Gods on their side, they should all be conquered."

2 The house of Colonel Bratton was only half a mile distant from Williamson's. There Huck had first

halted, and rudely demanded of Colonel Bratton's wife where her husband was. " In Sumter's army," wa.s

her prompt reply. Huck tried to win her to the royal cause, or force her, by menaces, to disclose the place

of her husband's retreat. She firmly refused all compliance, even when a sharp reaping-hook was at her

throat, in the hands of a brutal soldier. This courageous act of Mrs. Bratton is still remembered with rev-

erence in that section ; and as late as 18.39, a toast, complimentary of the "fortitude of Martha Bratton,"

w^s given at the anniversary of Huck's* defeat.—See Mrs. Ellet's Women of the RcvohUion, i., 237.

* This name is spelled by different authors, Huyck, Huck, and Hucki;
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Sumter's unsuccessful Battle at Rocky Mount. His Success at Wateree Ford. His Defeat at Fishing Creek.

proceeded cautiously, but swiftly, toward R-ocky Mount. Davie, in the mean while, was to

attack the outposts of the British camp at Hanging Rock, east of the Catawba, twelve miles

distant. Sumter was accompanied by Colonels Neil, Irvine, and Lacy,' and Captain M'Clure

and some of the Gastons. At an early hour of the day, he appeared with his whole force

upon the crown of the hill now occupied by the servants' houses of Mrs. Barkley. The

British commander, warned of his approach by a Tory, was prepared to receive him, and

though the Americans poured severe volleys upon the fortification (if it might be called one),

they produced but little effect. Having no artillery, they resorted to means for dislodging

the enemy, seldom used in war. Leaping the abatis after three assaults, they drove the

garrison into the houses. These, according to Mr. M'Elwees, who was in the engagement

(mentioned on page G35), were situated near the bottom of the slope, and were composed

of logs. They first attempted to set them on fire by casting burning fagots upon them.

Not succeeding in this, an old wagon was procured, and upon it was placed a quantity of

dry brush and straw taken from the abatis. These were ignited, and then rolled down

against the houses. The British, perceiving their danger, hoisted a flag. Supposing they

intended to surrender, Sumter ordered the firing to cease. At that moment a shower of

rain extinguished the flames, and the enemy defied him. Having no other means at hand

to. dislodge or seriously injure the garrison, Sumter withdrew, first to the north side of Fish-

ing Creek, near the Catawba (where he was surprised eighteen days afterward), and then

, ^ to Landsford, where he crossed the river. Seven days"- afterward, he was bat-
» Aupust, '

. . ,, p ,

1760. tling with the enemy at Hanging Rock. Early m the action, m front of the

abatis, the gallant Colonel Neil was slain, with two other white men and a Catawba In-

dian. Sumter had ten wounded, also. The British lost ten killed, and an equal number

wounded.

On the seventh of August Sumter attacked a British post on Hanging Creek, an event

which we shall consider presently. Immediately after that engagement, he recrossed the

Catawba. In the mean while, General Gates, with his army, had arrived in the neighbor-

hood. Advised by Sumter that a British detachment, with stores for the main army at

Camden, was on its way from Ninety-Six, Gates ordered that officer to intercept it,b

"°' ' and detached to his aid one hundred infantry and a company of artillery of the

Maryland line, and three hundred North Carolina militia, all under the command of Lieu-

tenant-colonel Woodford, of Virginia. They captured a redoubt at the Wateree Ford, in

Fairfield District, and, intercepting the escort from Ninety-Six, they secured forty-four wagon

loads of stores and clothing, with a number of prisoners. On the seventeenth, Sumter Avas

informed of the defeat of Gates, near Camden. Continuing up the Catawba (here called

Wateree), he managed to elude the pursuit of Colonel Turnbull, whom Cornwallis had sent

after him, and, on the eighteenth, encamped at the Fishing Creek, near the Catawba, a lit-

tle above the Great Falls. Here he determined to allow his wearied troops to repose.

But a more vigilant and active foe than Turnbull was upon his trail. Cornwallis, anxious

to capture Sumter, dispatched Tarleton to overtake and smite him. With one hundred

dragoons and sixty mounted light infantry, that officer pressed forward, without halting, in

pursuit of his prey. Crossing the Catawba at Rocky Ford, he got into the rear of Sumter,

and fell upon his camp while resting, the patriot leader having had no intimation of his ap-

proach. The Americans were routed, with great slaughter. More than fifty were killed,

and three hundred were made prisoners. All the stores, clothing, and prisoners, captured

by Sumter on the fifteenth, fell into Tarleton's hands. This blow laid South Carolina in

submission at the feet of the royal troops, none but Marion, the wily ." Swamp Fox," and

a few followers, remaining in arms against the king. The subsequent organization of a

' Colonel Lacy was one of the most resolute and sturdy patriots of South Carolina. It is related that

when the Americans were pursuing Huek, Lacy sent a small party to secure his own father, who was a

Tory, and prevent his jjiving information to that marauder. Lacy was a man of great personal strength,

and was a general favorite with the people. He was one of the most active participators in the action or

Kins's Mountain.
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Passage of the Catawbai- Appearance of the Road. Old Slave at Hanging Rock.

Appearance of the Road.

force under Sumter, his exploits west of the Froad River, and also the important events

which followed the assumption, by Greene, of the command of the Southern army, have

been detailed in former chapters.

I left the family of Mrs. Bark-

_j

^

> ley with real regret, on the morn-

:^^ ing after my arrival, and, pursuing

__._,_riiir2 -It;:— a crooked, steep, and rough road

down to the brink of the river,

-
t

'/ : - I
-

crossed the Catawba upon a ba-

teau, at Rocky Mount Ferry, just

below the Falls at the mouth of

Rocky Mount Creek. The scen-

ery here, and for some miles on

my road toward Hanging Rock,

my next point of destination, was

highly picturesque. I was ap-

proaching the verge of the Low-
lands, the apparent shore of the

ancient ocean, along which ai'e

strewn huge bowlders— chiefly

conglomerates—the mighty peb-

bles cast upon the beach, when, perhaps, the mammoth and the mastadon slaked their thirst

in the waters of the Catawba and the Eswawpuddenah. For several

miles the road passed among the erratic rocks and curiously-shaped con-

glomerates. When within three miles of Hanging Rock, I passed the

celebrated Anvil Rock, one of the remarkable curiosities of the South.

It stands alone, on the north side of the road, and is, indeed, a curiosity.

It appears to be a concretion of the soil around, being composed of pre-

cisely similar material ; or the soil may be disintegrated rocks of a sim-

ilar character. In its sides are cavities from which large pebbles have

apparently fallen, and also furrows as if made by rains. Its height above

the. ground is about twelve feet ; its form suggested its name.

I reached the Lancaster and Camden high-way at noon, and, on inquiry, ascertained that

the celebrated Hanging Rock, near which Sumter and his companions fought a desperate

battle, was about a mile and a half eastward. Thither I went immediately, notwithstand-

ing the temptation of a good dinner, freely offered, was before me, for I desired to get as far

on toward Camden, that night, as possible. The roads were now generally sandy, and in

many places soft and difficult to travel, making progress slow. Along a by-road, across the

high rolling plain upon which (at Coles's Old Field) tradition avers the hottest of the bat-

tle was fought, I rode to the brow of a deep narrow valley, through which courses Hang-

ing Rock Creek, one of the head waters of Lynch's Creek, the western branch of the Great

Pedee. The mingled sound of falling waters and grinding mill-stones came up from the

deep furrow, while from a small cabin by the road side, upon the verge of the steep bank,

I heard a broken melody. Alighting, I entered the cabin, and there sat an aged negro

dining upon hoe-cake and bacon, and humming a refrain. He was the miller. His hair

was as white M'ith the frost of years, as his coarse garb was with flour. To my question

respecting his family, he said, shaking his bowed head, " Ah, massa I I lives all alone now
;

tree years ago dey sole my wife, and she's gone to Mississippi. Hab to bake my own hoe-

cake now. But neber mind ; needn't work 'less I'm a mind too ; 'nough to eat, and pretty

soon I die ?" He told me that he was more than eighty years old, and remembered seeing

" de red coats scamper when Massa Sumter and Jacky M'Clure pitched into 'em." Point-

ing to the celebrated Hanging Rock upon the opposite side of the stream, " Dar," he said,

" a heap o' red coats sleep de night afore de battle, and dar I hid de night arter." From

Anvil Rock.
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The Hanging Rock. Disposition of Troops there. Preliminary Skirmish. Sumter's Attack.

the venerable slave, whose memory appeared unclouded, I learned the location of several

points mentioned in the accounts of the engagement.

Leaving Charley to dine upon the verge of the stream, I proceeded to Hanging Rock, of

whose immensity I had heard frequent mention. ^ ^

It is a huge conglomerate bowlder, twenty or thir-

ty feet in diameter, lying upon the verge of the

high east bank of the creek, nearly a hundred feet

above the stream. Around it are several smaller

bowlders of the same materials. It is shelving

toward the bank, its concavity being in the form

of the quarter of an orange paring, and capacious

enough to shelter fifty men from rain. Beneath

its canopy, let us turn to the record of history.

Near the Hanging Rock, on the western bank

of the creek. Lord Rawdon, the British commander

in that section, had established a post, which was

garrisoned by the infantry of Tarleton's legion, part

of Brown's corps of South Carolina and Georgia

Provincials, and Colonel Brya'n's North Carolina

Loyalists ; the whole were under the command of

Major Carden, with the Prince of Wales's American regiment, in

number about five hundred. The greater portion were Loyalists,

the remainder were regulars. In the formation of the camp, the reg-

ulars were on the right ; a part of the British legion and Hamilton's

regiment in the center ; and Bryan's corps and other Loyalists some

distance on the left. Hanging Rock Creek being in the rear. As we

have seen (page 6C0), Major Davie proceeded to an attack upon this

post, simultaneously with Sumter's assault on Rocky Mount. Davie, with

his cavalry, and some Mecklenburg militia, under Colonel Higgins, marched

toward Hanging Rock. As he approached, he was informed that three

companies of Bryan's Loyalists, returning from a foraging excursion, M'ere

encamped at a farm-house. He fell upon them with vigor, in front and rear, and all but a

few of them were either killed or wounded. The spoils of this victory were sixty horses

with their trappings, and one hundred muskets and rifles. This disaster made the garri-

son exceedingly vigilant.

We have observed that after the assault on Rocky Mount, Sumter crossed' the Catawba,

and proceeded toward Hanging Rock.a He marched early in the morning cautiously,

and approached the British camp in thrse divisions, with the intention of falling

upon the main body, stationed upon the plain at Coles's Old Field. The right was com-

posed of Davie's corps and some volunteers, under Major Bryan ; the center, of Colonel Ir-

win's Mecklenburg militia ; and the left, of South Carolina regulars, under Colonel Hill,

Through the error of his guides, Sumter came first upon Bryan's corps, on the verge of the

western bank of the creek, near the Great Rock, half a mile from the British camp. Ir-

win made the first attack. The Tories soon yielded and fled toward the main body, many

of them throwing away their arms without discharging them. These the Americans seized
;

and, pursuing this advantage, Sumter next fell upon Brown's corps, which, being on the alert,

poured a heavy fire upon him from a wood. They also received him with the bayonet. A
fierce conflict ensued, and for a while the issue was doubtful. The riflemen, with sure aim,

soon cut ofl' almost all of Brown's oflicers and many of his soldiers ; and at length his corps

yielded and dispersed in confusion. The arms and ammunition procured from the vanquished

were of great service, for when the action commenced, Sumter's men had not two rounds

each.* ^_^
' Mrs. Ellet relates a circumstance which has some interest in this connection Colonel Thomas, ol'

Hanging Rock.

Au2. 6,

1780.
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Suinter'3 final Blow. Victory lost by Intemperance. Sumter's Retreat. The Loss. Captain M'Clure.

Now was the moment to strike for decisive victory ; it was lost by the criminal indulg-

ence of Sumter's men in plundering the portion of the British camp already secured, and

drinking freely of the liquor found there. A similar cause plucked the palm of victory from

the hands of Greene at Eutaw Springs. Sumter's ranks became disordered ; and while

endeavorino- to bring order out of confusion, the enemy rallied. Of his six hundred men,

only about two hundred, with Davie's cavalry, could be brought to bear upon the remaiu-

ino- portion of the British, who were yet in some confusion, but defended by two cannons.

Sumter was not to be foiled. With a shout, he and his handful of brave men rushed for-

ward to the attack. The enemy had formed a hollow square, with the field-pieces in front,

and in this position received the charge. The Americans attacked them on three sides, and

the contest was severe for a while. At length, just as the British line was yielding, a re-

enforcement, under Captains Stewart and MDonald, of Tarleton's legion, returning from an

excursion toward Rocky Mount, appeared, and their number being magnified, Sumter deem-

ed a retreat a prudent measure. This was done at meridian, but the enemy had been so

severely handled, that they did not attempt a pursuit. A small party appeared upon the

Camden road, but was soon dispersed by Davie. Could Sumter have brought all of his

forces into action in this last attack, the route of the British would have been complete.

" He beat them back ! beneath the flame

Of valor quailing, or the shock !

He carved, at last, a hero's name,

Upon the glorious Hanging Rock !"

With his few prisoners and booty, Sumter retreated toward the Waxhaw, bearing away

many of his wounded. The engagement lasted about four hours, and was one of the best-

fought battles, between militia and British regulars, during the war. Sumter's loss was

twelve killed and forty-one wounded. Among the former were the brave Captain M Clure,"

of South Carolina, and Captain Pwead, of North CaroUna ; Colonel Hill, Captain Craighead,

Major Winn, Lieutenants Crawford and Fletcher, and Ensign M'Clure, were wounded.

The British loss exceeded that of the Americans. Captain M'CuUock, commander of the

legion infantry, and two officers and twenty privates of the same corps, were killed, and

forty were wounded.'^ Brown's regiment also sufiered much. Bryan's Tories did not stop

to fight,

"
• but ran away,

And lived to fight another day."

About nine miles north of the present Lancaster Court House, and between twenty and

Spartanburg District, was intrusted by Governor Rutledge with a quantity of arms and ammunition. A
party, imder Colonel Moore (who was defeated at Ramsour's Mill), attacked the house of the colonel, dur-

ino- his absence, for the purpose of seizing the powder. His heroic wife, Jane Thomas, with a son-in-

law her daughter, and a lad, formed the garrison in the house. Mrs. Thomas and her daughter loaded

o-uns as fast as the son-in-law could fire ; and the Tories, believing that the house was filled with men, de-

camped, and the ammunition was saved. This powder constituted a part of Sumter's supply at Rocky

Mount and Hanging Rock.
1 John M'Clure was one of the master spirits of South Carolina. He was a nephew of the venerable

Judo-e Gaston, and partook of that patriot's purity and zeal in the cause of Republicanism. Of him Gen-

eral Davie said, " Of the many brave men with whom it was my fortune to become acquainted in the army,

he was one of the bravest; and when he fell, we looked upon his loss as incalculable." He fell at the first

fire of Bryan's Loyalists, pierced by two bullets, and at the same time, four of his cousins, sons of Judge

Gaston, lay bleeding near him. When his friends came to his aid, he urged them to leave him and pursue

the enemy. After the battle, he was taken, with other wounded soldiers, to Waxhaw church, where his

mother went to nurse him. From thence he was taken to Cliarlotto, and on the eighteenth, the very day

when his commander was surprised at Fishing Creek (see page 635). he expired in Liberty Hall, where

the celebrated Mecklenburg resolutions were drawn up. M'Clure was a native of Chester District, and his

men were known as the Chester Rocky Creek Irish. The first wound which he received in the engage-

ment was in the thigh. He stanched it with wadding, when another bullet passed through him at the

breast. Two of the Gastons fell dead across each other ; a third was mortally wounded ;
and a fourth

had a cheek shot away.

Doctor Richard E. Wylie, of Lancaster, wrote a ballad of twenty stanzas commemorative of this event.

2 Gordon. Ramsay, Moultrie, Lee.



664 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

The British in Sonth Carolina. Retreat of Americans. Massacre of Buford's Regiment near the %Vaxhaw.

twenty-three miles above Hanging Rock, upon the Wuxhaw Creek,' the regiment of Col-

onel Abraham Buford was massacred by Tarleton on the twenty-ninth of May, 1780.

Sir Henry Clinton took possession of Charleston on the twelfth, and immediately commenced

measures for securing the homage of the whole state. He sent out three large detachments

of his army. The first and largest, under Cornwallis, was ordered toward the frontiers of

North Carolina ; the second, under Lieutenant-colonel Cruger, was directed to pass the Sa-

luda, to Ninety-Six ; and the third, under Lieutenant-colonel Brown, was ordered up the

Savannah, to Augusta. Soon after he had passed the Santee, Cornwallis was informed

that parties of Americans who had come into South Carolina, and had hurried toward

Charleston to assist Lincoln, were as hastily retreating. Among these was Colonel Buford.

His force consisted of nearly four hundred Continental infantry, a small detachment of

Washington's cavalry, and two field-pieces. He had evacuated Camden, and, in fancied

security, was retreating leisurely toward Charlotte, in North Carolina. Cornwallis resolved

to strike Buford, if possible, and, for that purpose, he dispatched Tarleton, M'ith seven hund-

red men, consisting of his cavalry and mounted infantry. That officer marched one hund-

red and five miles in fifty-four hours, and came up with Buford upon the Waxhaw. Im-

patient of delay, he had left his mounted infantry behind, and with only his cavalry, he al-

most surrounded Buford before that officer was aware of danger. Tarleton demanded an

immediate surrender upon the terms granted to the Americans at Charleston. Those terms

were humiliating, and Bulbrd refused compliance.^ While the flags for conference M'ere

passing and repassing, Tarleton, contrary to military rules, was making preparations for an

assault, and the instant he received Buford's reply, his cavalry made a furious charge upon

the American ranks. Having received no orders to defend themselves, and supposing the

negotiations were yet pending, the Continentals M-ere utterly dismayed by this charge. All

was confusion, and while some fired upon their assailants, others threw down their arms

and begged for quarter. None was given ; and men without arms were hewn in pieces

by Tarleton's cavalry. One hundred and thirteen were slain ; one hundred and fifty were

so maimed as'to be unable to travel ; and fifty-three were made prisoners, to grace the tri-

umphal entry of the conqueror into Camden. Only five of the British were killed, and fif-

teen wounded. The whole of Buford's artillery, ammunition, and baggage, fell into the

hands of the enemy. For this savage feat, Cornwallis eulogized Tarleton, and commended

him to the ministry as worthy of special favor. It was nothing less than a cold-blooded

massacre ; and Tarleton?, quarter became proverbial as a synonym to cruelty.' The lib-

eral press, and all right-minded men in England, cried shame I

After the battle, a large number of the wounded were taken to the log meeting-house of

the Waxhaw Presbyterian congregation, where they were tenderly nursed by a few who

had the boldness to remain. With the defeat of Buford, every semblance of a Continental

army in South Carolina was efikced. This terrible blow spread consternation over that

region, and women and children were seen flying from their homes to seek refuge from Brit-

ish cruelty in more distant settlements. Among the fugitives was the widowed mother of

' This name is derived from the Waxhaw Indians, a tribe now extinct, who inhabited this region.

* Buford's answer, as given by Tarleton in his Memoirs, was ^y
brief and positive, as follows

:

^//y^ ^"^7^ y v
"Waxhaws, May 29th, 1T80. /Ti^L /^^^ OLLxiyC.^^

«' Sir,—I reject your proposal, and shall defend myself to the ^^//it^ ^>^^C^il>^-1^~^r'^\::::p

last extremity. -^is^Btefc,^ ^
"Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, commander of British Legion." ^

'
'

3 Justiee demands an audience for Tarleton. In his account of the afPdir, he alleges that a demand for

a surrender was made before his main body had overtaken Buford, and that after that officer's defiant lette

was received, both parties prepared for action. He excuses the refusal to grant quarter by the plea tha<

some, of the Continentals continued to tire. As jNIarshall suggests, the fact that Buford's field-pieces were

not diseharo-ed and so few of the British were wounded, is evidence enough that the attack was unexpect-

ed. Tarleton was taunted with his cruelty on this occasion, on his return to England. Stedman. the Brit-

ish historian of the war savs, " On this occasion, the virtue of humanity was totally forgot."—See Mar-

shall, i., 338 ;
Gordon, iii., 53 ;

Lee, 78 ;
Stedman, ii., 193.
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Family of President Jackson. Journey toward Camden. Flat Rook. Rugeley's Mill.

Andrew Jackson (the seventh President of the United States), who, with her two sons, Rob-

ert and Andrew, took refuge iti the Sugar Creek congregation, at the house of the widow

of the Reverend J. M. Wilson, near Charlotte. This was the first practical lesson of hatred

to tyranny which young Jackson learned, and it doubtless had an abiding iufiuence upon

his future life.'

Returning to the Lancaster road at two o'clock, I rode on toward Camden, about thirty-

five miles distant, passing on the way the celebrated Flat Rock, a mass of concrete, like

that of Anvil Rock, five hundred yards across. It lies even with the surface of the ground,

and presents numerous pits or cisterns, supposed to have been hollowed out by the Indians

for the purpose of holding water. The road passed over this mass with a gentle descent.

Near its southern side, the place was pointed out to me where a severe skirmish occurred in

August, 1788, between some militia and Tories, but the result was not very sanguinary.

At sunset I arrived at the house of Mrs Fletcher, M'ithin nine miles of Rugeley's Mill,

where I was well entertained for the night. ^ I departed at sunrise the following morning.

Being now fairly within the sandy region upon the slopes between the upper and the lower

country, the traveling was very heavy. At the first house after leaving Mrs. Fletcher's, I saw

Mr. Paine, the brother of Mrs. Lee, an intelligent old man of eighty-four years. During

half an hour's conversation with him, I obtained some valuable information respecting the va-

rious historical localities between there and Camden. The first of these is Clermont, some-

times called Rugeley's, about thirteen miles north of Camden, where I arrived at an early

hour in the forenoon. This is the place where General

Gates concentrated his army for an attack upon the Brit-

ish at Camden. The place is also memorable on account

of a military event which occurred near Rugeley's Mill,

on the fourth of December, 1780. This mill was about

one hundred yards east of the road where it crosses Ruge-

ley's Creek. No traces of the mill remain ; but an em-

bankment, several rods in extent, partly demolished, and

overgrown with pines and shrubbery interlaced with the

vines of the muscadine, mark the place of the dam, a

part of which, where the creek passes through, is seen

in the engraving. Let us consider the event which im-

mortalizes this spot.

When Cornwallis retreated from Charlotte (see page
View at the Site of Rugeley's Mill.

' I am informed by the Honorable David L. Swain, that the birth-filace of General Jaok.son is in Meck-
lenburg county, North Carolina, just above the state line. It is about half a mile west of the VVa.\liaw

Creek, upon the estate of W. J. Cureton, Esq.. twenty-eight miles south of Charlotte. A month or two after

his birth, his mother removed to the southward of the state line, to a plantation about twelve miles north of

Lancaster Court House. That plantation is also the properly of Mr. Cureton. The house in which she

resided when Tarleton penetrated the settlement is now demolished. So the honor of possessing the birth-

place of that illustrious man belongs to No7th, and not to South Carolina, as has been suppo.sed.

The massacre of Buford's regiment fired the patriotism of young Andrew Jackson; and at the aire of

thirteen he entered the army, with his brother Robert, under Sumter. They were both made prisoners
;

but even while in the power of the British, the indomitable courage of the after man appeared in the boy.

When ordered to clean the muddy boots of a British officer, he proudly refused, and for his temerity re-

ceived a sword-cut. After their release, Andrew and his brother returned to the Waxhaw settlement with

their mother. That patriotic mother and two sons perished during the war. Her son Hiijrh was slain in

battle, and Robert died of a wound which he received from a British officer while he was prisoner, be-

cause, like Andrew, he refused to do menial service. The heroic mother, while on her way hf>me from

Charleston, whither she went to carry some necessaries to her friends and relations on board a prison-ship,

wa.s seized with prison-fever, and died. Her unknown grave is somewhere between what was then called

the Quarter House and Charleston. Andrew was left the sole survivor of the family.— See Foote's Sketch-

es of North Carolina, p. 199.
'^ There I saw Mrs. Lee, the step-mother of Mrs. Fletcher, who was then ninety-two years of age. She

lived near Camden during the war, but was so afflicted with palsy when I saw her, that she could talk only

with great difficulty, and I could not procure from her any tradition of interest. Mrs. Lee had buried five

husbands.

IT. U u
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View at Rugelev

Tories at Rugeley's. Stratagem of Colonel Washington in capturing the Tories. . Gum Swamp. Sander's Creek

626), Gates advanced to that place, and General Smalhvood was directed to encamp lower

down the Catawba, on the road to Camden. Morgan, M'ith his light corps, composed partly

of Lieutenant-colonel Washington's cavalry, was ordered to push further in advance, for the

purpose of foraging, and to Avatch the movements of Cornwallis. Small wood having received

information that a body of Tories, under Colonel Rugeley, were on the alert to intercept his

wagons, ordered Morgan and Washington to march against them. They retreated, and

took post at Pi-ugeley's house, on the Camden road, T

which he had stockaded, together with his log-

barn. Washington, with his cavalry, pursued, and

at about ten o'clock on the fourth of Decem-

ber,^ appeared at Rugeley's Mill, on the

south side of the creek. The Loyalists were

strongly posted in the log-barn, in front of which

was a ditch and abalis. Having no artillery,

^(Vashington could make but little impression upon

the garrison, so he resorted to stratagem. Fashion-

ing a pine-log so as to resemble a cannon, he placed it in such a position near the bridge as,

apparently, to command both the house and barn of Colonel Rugeley. He then made a

formal demand for a surrender, menacing the garrison with the instant demolition of their

fortress. Alarmed at the apparition of a cannon, Rugeley sent out a flag, and, with his

whole force of one hundred and twelve men, immediately surrendered. Poor Rugeley never

appeared in arms afterward. Cornwallis, in a letter to Tarleton.'J said, " Ruofeley
h Dec. -J. . ... ' > Fi J

will not be made a brigadier."*

Soon after leaving Rugeley's, I came to a shallow stream which flows out of Gum Swamp,
and known in the Revolution as Graney's Quarter Creek. It was thickly studded with

_ ., .
ginn shrubs and canes, the latter appearing as

green and fresh as in summer. It was now
about noon, and while I made the accompanying

sketch, Charley dined upon corn, which the gen-

erous driver of a team " hauling cotton," gave

me from his store. Between this stream and

Sander's Creek, within seven miles of Camden,

is the place of Gates's defeat. c The
^ ^^^ ^g

hottest of the engagement occurred i^so.

upon the hill, just before descending to Sander'*

Creek from the north, now, as then, covered with

an open forest of pine-trees. When I passed

through it, the undergrowth had just been

burned, and the blackened trunks of the venerable pines, standing like the columns of a vast

temple, gave the whole scene a dreary, yet grand appearance. Many of the old trees yet

bear marks of the battle, the scars of the bullets being made very distinct by large protu-

berances. I was informed that many musket-balls have been cut out of the trees ; and I saw

quite a number of trunks which had been recently hewn with axes^for the purpose. Some
pines had been thus cut by searchers for bullets which must have been in the seed when
the battle occurred. W^ithin half a mile of Sander's Creek, on the north side, are some old

fields, dotted with shrub pines, where the hottest of the battle was fought. A large concav-

ity near the road, filled with hawthorns, was pointed out to me as the spot vrhere many of

the dead were buried.

Sander's Creek is a considerable stream, about two hundred feet wide, and quite shallow

at the ford. Though flowing through a swamp like Graney's Quarter, its waters were very

' This view is from the south side of the bridge. The counterfeit cannon was placed in the road where

the first wagon is seen. The house and barn of Rugeley were in the cleared tield seen beyond the wagon.s.

^ Tarleton's Memoirs, &c , 205. .
•* This view is from the south side of the stream.

View at Gum Swami'.
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Lincoln Calumniated. De Kalb sent to the South. His March. Sketch of his Public Life.

limpid. Numerous teams drawing heavy loads of cotton, on their way to Camden, were
passing at the time, and the songs

and loud laughter of the happy

teamsters enlivened the dreary

aspect of nature.' j (-.

Let us consider the important

events which occurred here.

Misfortune is too often mis-

taken for a fault, and censorious-

ness seldom makes candid dis-

tinctions. When General Lin-

coln was finally obliged to sur-

render Charleston and his army

aMRvi" ^^ ^^^ Henry Clinton,

a

iTOO. calumny, with its busy tongue, decried his fair fame, and whispered doubts respect-

ing his skill and courage. That blow, struck by a skillful hand, almost demolished the

Southern army, and for a moment the patriots were dismayed. But the elasticity of hope

was found in the national

View at Sander's Creek.2

councils, and preparations

were soon made to concen-

trate the various detach-

ments of the regular army
then in the South, and the

volunteers whom Sumter

and others M'ere collecting,

to turn back toward the

sea-board the flood of inva-

sion. A month before the

fall of Charleston, when it

was perceived that the chief

theater of the campaign of

1780 was to be in the

Southern States, Mary-

~^i,

Ci-':^-V->v ^^cy^Cu/l

land and Delaware troops

were sent thither, under the

Baron De Kalb,^ a German
officer, who had distinguish-

ed himself in the French

service. He left Morris-

tOWnb with four- ^ April 14,

teen hundred ef- I'^^O-

fective men ; reached the

head of Elk in May ; left

Petersburg early in June,

passed through Hillsbor-

ough, and halted on Deep

River, in North Carolina,

on the sixth of July.

\\\ the mean while,

^ All the way from Yorkville I passed caravans of wagons with cotton, on their way to Camden or Co-

lumbia. The teams are driven by negroes, sometimes accompanied by an overseer. They carry corn and

fodder (corn-stalks) with them, and camp out at night, in the woods, where they biiiltl fires, cook their ba-

con, bake their hoe-cake, and sleep under the canvas covering of their wagons. It is a .season of great

delight to those who are privileged to " haul cotton" to market.
^ This view is from the north side of the Creek. Like the other stream, it is filled with canes, shrubs,

and many blasted pines.

^ The Baron De Kalb, knight of the royal military order of merit, was a native of Alsace (a German
province ceded to France), and was educated in the art of war in the French army. He was connected
with the quarter-master general's department, and his experience in the duties of that station rendered his

services very valuable to the American army. Toward the close of the Seven Years' War, he was dis-

patched to the British colonies in America, as a secret agent of the French government. He traveled in

disguise
;
yet on one occasion, he was so strongly suspected, that he was arrested as a suspicious person.

Nothing being found to confirm the suspicion, he was released, and soon afterward returned to Europe.
De Kalb came to America again, in the spring of 1777, with La Fayette and other foreign officers, and
was one of the party who accompanied the marquis in his overland journey, from South Carolina to Phil-

adelphia. Holding the office of brigadier in the French service, and coming highly recommended. Con-

gress commissioned him a major general on the fifteenth of September, 1777. He immediately joined the

main army under Washington, and was active in the events which preceded the encampment of the troops

at Valley Forge. He was afterward in command at Elizabethtown and Amboy, in New Jersey ; and while

at Morristown in the spring of 1780, was placed at the head of the Maryland division. With these, and

the Continental troops of Delaware, he marched southward in April, to re-enforce General Lincoln, but was
too late to afford him aid at Charleston. Gates succeeded Lincoln in the command of the Southern army,

and reached De Kalb's camp, on the Deep River, on the twenty-eighth of July. 1780. In the battle near
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Gates in chief Command. De Kalb's Monument and Inscription. Tardiness of Justice.

Charleston had been captured, General Lincoln was a prisoner on parole, and De Kalb be-

came the commander-in-chief at the South. Although Congress reposed confidence in the

skill of De Kalb, it was thought proper to send an officer better known to the people for

i^on P^^*- services, and on the thirteenth of June, a General Gates was appointed to the

command. He was then at his estate in Virginia, a few miles from Shepherdstown,

and the glory of Saratoga was not

yet dimmed. He immediately de-

parted'' for the camp of De
Tr 1 1 . 1 • • 1 1

• '' June 26.
Kalb, taking with him, as

secretary, his friend William Clajon,

and reached his destination on the

twenty-fifth of July. The prospect

before him was far from flattering.

An army without strength ; a military chest without money ; but little public spirit in the

\

Camden, which soon followed, De Kalb, while trying to rally the scattered Americans, fell, pierced with

eleven wounds. He died at Camden three days afterward, and

was buried there. An ornamental tree was placed at the head

of his grave,* and that was the only token of its place until a

few j-ears since, when the citizens of Camden erected over it the

ele<Tant marble monument depicted in the engraving. The
corner stone was laid by La Fayette in 182.5. It is upon the

£rreen, in front of the Presbyterian church, on De Kalb Street.

The large base, forming two steps, is of <Tranite ; the whole

monument is about fifteen feet in height. Upon the four sides

of the monument are the following inscriptions :

South side, fronting the street.
—'"Here lies the remains of

Baron De Kalb. a German by birth, but in principle a citizen

of the world." North side.—"'In gratitude for his zeal and

services, the citizens of Camden have erected this monument."
;• : East side.—" His love of Liberty induced him to leave the Old

World to aid the citizens of the New in their struggle for Ix-

DEPENDEMCE. His distinguished talents and many virtues

weighed with Congress to appoint him major general, in their

Revolutionary army." West side.—" He was second in com-
mand in the battle fought near Camden, on the sixteenth of

August, 1780, between the British and Americans; and there nobly fell, covered with wounds, while ga'-

lantly performing deeds of valor in rallying the friends and opposing the enemies of his adopted country."

The death of De Kalb was a great public loss. Congress, on the fourteenth of October,. 1780, ordered
a monument to be erected to his memory in the city of Annapolis, in Maryland, f with an appropriate in-

scription, but, like kindred resolves, the order was never obeyed.
' This appointment was made without consulting the commander-in-chief. He intended to recommend

General Greene.

De Kalb's Monument.

Alluding to this fact, an anonymous poet wrote

:

'But where, O where's the hallowed sod

Beneath whose verd the hero's ashes sleep ?

Is this the cold, neglected, moldering clod?

Or that the grave at which I ought to weep 1

Yet, soldier, thy illustrious name is known.

Thy fame supported, and thy worth confess'd
;

That peerless virtue which in danger shone,

Is shining still, where thou art laid in rest.

Why rises not some massy pillar high. And though no monumental script is seen.

To grace a name that fought for Freedom's prize ? Thy worth to publish, and thy deeds proclaim,

Or why, at least, some rudely-etch'd stone nigh. Each son of Freedom, passing near this green.

To show the spot where matchless valor lies? Shall hail De Kalb, and venerate his name."

t In the inscription ordered by Congress (Journal, vi., 147) to be placed upon De Kalb's monument, it is said that he was "in
the forty-eighth year of his age." General Henry Lee, who knew him well, says in his Memoirs, page 425, " Althoueh nearer
seventy than sixty years of age, such had been the temperance of his life, that he not only enjoyed to the last day the finest

health, but his countenance still retained the bloom of youth ; which circumstance very probably led to the error committed
by those who drew up the inscription nn the monument to be erected by Congress." Lee speaks of him as " possessing a stout
frame, moderate mental powers ;" " sober, drinking water only ; abstemious to excess, and exceedingly industrious." The pay
of De Kalb was considerably in arrears at the time of his death. Within a few years, some of his immediate descendants have
petitioned the American Congress for the payment of these arrearages, principal and interest. Both Houses have had reports
in favor of the petitioners, but the money yet (1852) remains unpaid. Among the petitioners are five of De Kalb's great grand-
children, who, by the loss of both parents, are cast upon the support and protection of an aunt, a grand-daughter of the Ijaron.

They are residing about thirty miles from Paris.
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Commissary Department ; a climate unfavorable to health ;
the spirits of the Republicans

pressed down ; Loyalists swarming in every direction, and a victorious enemy pressing to

spread his legions over the territory he had come to defend, were obstacles in the way of

success. Yet he did not despond, and, retaining De Kalb in command of his division, pre-

pared to march into South Carolina. His whole force consisted of the Maryland and Del-

aware troops, a legionary corps of sixty horse and

as many foot soldiers, under Colonel Armand, and

three companies of artillery. There was else-

where a considerable force of North Carolina mi-

litia in the field, under General Caswell ;
and on

the morning of the twenty-seventh,

a

* "^' ' ' Gates marched at the head of his lit-

tle army to eflect a junction with those troops.

He passed the Deep River at the Bufliilo Ford,

and in the afternoon encamped upon Spinks's

farm, on the road to Camden. There the plan

of immediate operations was decided upon. De

Kalb and Colonel Olho H. Williams (the deputy

adjutant general) thought it expedient to march

to Charlotte, establish a hospital and magazine

at Salisbury, leave the women and all the heavy

baggage there, and from thence proceed toward

Camden, without impediment, through a well-

cultivated and friendly country, by the way of the

Waxhaw. These opinions had no weight with General Hokatio Gates. ^

' Horatio Gates was a native of Enirland, and was educated to the military profession. He was an offi-

cer under Braddock when that general was defeated, but does not seem to have acquired particular dis-

tinction. When the Continental army was ornjanized in 1775, he was appointed adjutant general, with the

rank of brigadier. He was then residing in Virginia. He accompanied Washington to Cambridge, in July,

1775 ; and in June, 1776, the chief command of the Northern army was conferred upon him, and he was

promoted to major general. In the autumn of that year, he joined the main army in the Jerseys, with a

detachment of his command, but his career was not marked by any brilliant action. In the summer of

1776, he was unjustly placed in command of the Nortdern army, in place of General Schuyler, who had

succeeded him in the spring of that year; and the victory over Burgoyne, at Saratoga, by the army under

his command, gave him srreat eclat. The glory of that achievement was not due to him, but to the previous

operations of Schuyler, and the bravery and .skill of Arnold and Morgan. In the winter of 1778. he was

involved in attempts to wrest the supreme command from Washinjrton. His position as President of the

Board of War enabled him to throw obstacles in the way of the chief, nor were they withheld. From that

period until appointed to the command of the Southern army, his military operations were of little account,

and were chiefly in Rhode Island. When Congress gave him the command of the Southern forces, General

Charles Lee said, " His Northern laurels will be exchanged for Soitthern u-illoivsy The prophecy was

soon fultilletl, when the disastrous battle, near Camden, scattered his troops, and, apparently paniu-strieken

himself he fled toward Charlotte. He was superseded in his command by General Greene, in the autumn

of that year, and his conduct was scrutinized by a committee of Congress. Upon their report, he was ac-

quitted of blame. He was reinstated in his military command in the main army in 1782, but active serv-

ice was no longer required. At the close of the war, he retired to his estate in Virginia, and in 1790 took

up his permanent abode upon Manhattan Island, almost three miles from the then city of New York. Hi^

mansion, which was an elegant country residence, near Rose Hill, was standing as late as 1845, near the

corner of Twenty-third Street and Second Avenue. In 1800, he was elected a member of the Lenrislature

of New York, where he served but one term. He died at his residence, on the tenth of April, 1S06, at the

age of seventy-eight years.

"^General Gates was an accomplished gentleman in his manners, but did not posse.ss a brilliant or highly-

cultivated intellect. He po.sse.ssed many excellent social qualities, but was entirely deficient in the quali-

fications necessary for a great military commander. His vanity misled his judgment, and often perverted

the finer feelings of his nature. He was always a generous friend, and not an implacable enemy. Hu-

manity marked his treatment of prisoners, and benevolence was a rulinq; principle of his heart. A few

vears before his death, he manumitted all his slaves, but so great was the attachment of many, that they

preferred to remain in his family. He died without survivinsj issue, his only son having been taken from

him by death, at the moment when he was informed that General Greene had superseded him. On that
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Gates, whose vanity overruled his judgment, and on the twenty-eighth, having been joined

that morning by Lieutenant-colonel Porterfield with about one hundred Virginians, he

marched directly for Camden.

The country through which the Americans passed was sparsely populated, and in many
places exhibited nothing but swamps and pine barrens. The heat was intense. Sickness

and want of provisions soon began the work of death. Lean cattle found in the woods,

green corn, and peaches, constituted the principal portion of their food. Dysentery ensued,

and at one time the total destruction of the army seemed inevitable. Yet Gates pressed

slowly forward, and on the day when Sumter achieved his partial victory at Hanging Rock,

he reached the banks of Little Lynch's Creek, a few miles distant, where he was joined by

General Caswell.'

Let us glance a moment at the movements of the British troops. We have noted how
the grand army was divided and spread over South Carolina (see page 664) soon after the

fall of Charleston, the northern portion of which was placed under the command of Corn-

wallis. This disposition of the forces of the enemy had hardly taken place, when intelli-

gence of the approach of De Kalb was received ; also of the gathering of Virginians under

Porterfield ; of North Carolinians, under Rutherford, in the west ; and of a large body

of North Carolina militia, under Caswell, in the east. Then came the intelligence that

Gates, the conqueror of Burgoyne, was on his way, with ar large force, to recover all that

Lincoln had lost, and more, if possible. Rumor magnified their numbers. The Loyalists

became alarmed ; the patriots took courage ; and, as we have seen, Marion and Sumter had

raised their standards. The British officers were perplexed ; and Lord Rawdon, who was

second in command to Cornwallis, and had his post at Camden, called in some of his more

distant outposts. Major M'Arthur, who was at Cheraw to encourage the Loyalists, was

ordered to fall back toward Camden ; and the most distant outposts were upon Lynch's

Creek, at Hanging Rock, and at Rocky Mount. These, as we have seen (page 662), were

attacked by Sumter, Davie, and other active officers, with their men.

Cornwallis, perceiving the gathering storm on the borders of South Carolina, hastened

from Charleston to join Rawdon at Camden. He arrived there on the thirteenth of Au-

gust, and learned, with much concern, the successes of Sumter, and the disaffection of the

people, especially in the county between the Black River and the Pedee. Nearly eight

hundred of his troops were sick at Camden, and his effective force amounted to only a little

more than two thousand men, fifteen hundred of whom were regulars. The remainder were

militia and North Carolina refugees. Cornwallis would gladly have retreated to Charles-

ton, but the consideration that he must leave his sick behind, abandon or destroy his mag-

azines, and relinquish all the territory they had gained, except Charleston, prevented that

step. He therefore resolved to move forward and attack Gates before the Virginia troops,

known to be approaching, could join him.

On the day when Cornwallis reached Camden, Gates advanced to Clermont, and en-

camped near Rugeley's Mill. Those who had opposed Sumter at Hanging Rock had fled

to Camden on the approach of Gates, and Lord Rawdon had also called in the garrison

, ,-,. which he had stationed at Pwugeley's. The day after his arrival there, a Gates
a August 14, . . ...

1780. -was joined by General Stevens, with seven hundred militia ; and, at about noon,

a message from Sumter announced the approach of stores and clothing on the west side of

the Wateree, for the enemy at Camden. The capture of these stores, and the dispersion

of the escort, we have considered on page 660.

Notwithstanding Gates had weakened his army by sending a strong re-enforcement to

Sumter, he prepared to march upon Camden, to divert attention from Sumter's enterprise,

occasion, Washington wrote him a most touching letter, consoling him for his domestic affliction, and sym-

pathizintf with him on account of the troubles of his pubHc life. His patriotism is undoubted, and the faults

of his military career may be charged to errors of judgment.

' Richard Dobbs Spaight, afterward (1792) governor of North Carolina, was General Caswell's aid on

this occasion.
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Gates's Nigbt-march toward Camden. Coniwallib's March to meet Gates. General Gist.

and to fight, if necessary. On the evening of the fifteenth, he sent his sick, extra stores,

and heavy baggage, under guard, to the Waxhaw, and at ten o'clock at night commenced
gage. Confident in his

strength by such a dis-

position of his troops,

he ordered Colonel Ar-

rnand to withstand the

attack of the enemy's

his march. Colonel

Armand's legion com-

posed the van, flanked

upon the right by Por-

terfield's infantry, in In-

dian file, two hundred

yards from the road
;

and upon the left by

Armstrong's infantry, in

the same order. Ne.\t

followed the first and

second Maryland bri-

gades, under Brigadiers

Smallwood and Gist,

and the Delaware
troops, all commanded

by De Kalb : then the

North Carolina division

der Caswell ; the Virginia di-

vision, under Stevens ; with a

rear-guard of volunteer caval-

ry upon the flanks of the bag-

cavalry, whatever its

number. The most

profound silence was

commanded, and in-

stant death was threat-

ened to the soldier who
should fire a gun until

ordered.^

Cornwallis, notwith-

standing his inferior

force, marched to attack

Gates at Rugeley's, being in-

formed that his position was

a weak one. At the same

hour when Gates marched to-

ward Camden, Cornwallis

struck his tents at that place, and proceeded cautiously toward Ptugeley's. His troops con-

sisted of the 23d and 33d regiments, under Lieutenant-colonel Webster (who was afterward

mortally wounded at Guilford) ; Tarleton's legion ; Irish Volunteers ; a part of Lieutenant-

colonel Hamilton's North Carolina regiment ; and Bryan's corps of Loyalists, under Lord

Pwawdon, with two six and two three pounders commanded by Lieutenant M'Leod
;
and

the 71st regiment. Camden was left in the care of Major M'Arthur, with the sick and

convalescents. Silently both armies marched in the gloom of night. The air was sultry
;

no moon was in the heavens, but the stars looked down in serene radiance upon the earth.

Not a footfall was heard in the deep sand, and neither party v.-as aware that the other had

struck his tents, until the advanced guards of each met at about two o'clock in
a August 16,

the morning,a upon the gentle slope about half a mile north of Sander's Creek. i"so.

' Mordecai Gist was born in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1743. His ancestors, early emigrants to Mary-

land, were English. He was educated for commercial pursuits, and was engaged in the vocation of a mer-

chant when the storm of the Revolution began to lower. The young men of Baltimore associated under

the title of the " Baltimore Independent Company," and elected Gist captain. This was tlie first company

raised in Maryland for the defense of popular liberty. Gist was appointed major of a battalion of Mary-

land regulars in 1776, and was with them in the battle near Brooklyn, at the close of the summer of that

jear. He was promoted to colonel in 1777, and was in the battle at Germantown, in September of that

year. In January, 1779, Congress appointed him a brigadier in the Continental army, and he was honored

with the command of the 2d Maryland brigade. He fought bravely, and suffered defeat in .*He battle near

Camden, in 1780. Gist was present at the surrender of Cornwallis, and afterward joined the Sonthern

army, under Greene. When that commander remodeled the army, in 1782, while lying near Charleston,

he gave General Gist the command of the " light corps." It was a part of his command, under Colonel

Laurens, that dealt one of the last blows upon the enemy, in an engagement upon the banks of the Comba-

hee. At the close of the war, he retired to a plantation which he bought near Charleston, where he resided

until his death, which occurred in Charleston, in 1792. General Gist had but two children, sons; one he

named Independent^ and the other States.

2 When Deputy-adjutant-general Williams received these orders from Gates, with the estimates of the

forces, he perceived that the commander was much deceived in his idea of the number of the troops. In-

stead of there being almost seven thousand men, he showed, by his returns, that there were only three thou-

sand six hundred and sixty-three, exclusive of those detached in aid of Sumter. Gates did not alter hi^

plan on account of this discovery.
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Both parties were surprised, and each fired almost at the same moment. Some of Ar-

mand's troops were liilled at the first fire, and so sudden and unexpected was the attack

that the remainder fell back in disorder upon the first Maryland brigade. That column

was broken by the shock, and the whole line was filled with consternation. Porterfield,

with his usual gallantry, rushed forward and attacked the left of the enemy's van, while

Armstrong, with equal gallantry and decision, attacked them on the right, and they were

brought to a pau,se. Porterfield was severely wounded, carried to the rear of the army, and

died a kw days afterward. Both armies halted, and some prisoners having been taken by

both parties, the position of the respective forces became known to each other. The situa-

tion of the British was far more advantageous than that of the Americans. They had

crossed Sander's Creek, and they were completely guarded in the rear by an impenetrable

swamp. The Americans were upon rising ground in an open wood, and were obliged to

be watchful of their flanks.

When the first e.Kcitement of the encounter had subsided. Gates called a council of offi-

cers. A retreat was practicable, and would doubtless have been prudent. No one seemed

willing to propose it ; and when, to Gates's remark, " Gentlemen, you know our situation,

what are your opinions ?" General Stevens replied, "It is now too late to retreat ;" the si-

lence that ensued was interpreted as favorable to an attack, and the commander-in-chief

remarked, " Then we must fight
;
gentlemen, please take your posts."

The British army formed in line for battle, the right under the command of Webster,

and the left under Rawdon, and
""' ^ , ^. I

anxiously awaited the dawn. The
Americans, also, soon recovered from

the panic produced by the attack, and

formed in battle order. The second

Maryland brigade, and the Delaware

troops, under General Gist, took the

right ; the North Carolina militia,

under Caswell, the center ; and the

Virginians, under Stevens, the left.

pllj'l The first Maryland brigade, under

Small wood, was formed in reserve.

De Kalb, charged with the line of

battle, took post on the right. The
artillery of both armies was planted

directly in front of the center. All

these preparations were • made in

darkness, and the belligerents were

ignorant of each others' movements.

In the plan here given, copied from

Stedman, the black parallelograms

denote the British troops, and the

open ones the Americans.

The first beam of morning was
the signal for attack. While the

British were maneuvering to gain a

better position, the American artil-

lery opened its volleys upon them.

At the same moment. Colonel Will-

iams, with a band of volunteers,

pressed forward upon the enemy's right, followed by Stevens, with his Virginians, who were

urged to rely upon the bayonets with which they had been furnished the day before. Web-
ster immediately brought the British right to bear upon Williams and Stevens, with such
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Battle at Sander's Creek. General William Smallwood.

force, as to break the Virginia column and scatter it to the winds. They delivered only a

single fire, and then, panic-stricken, threw away their arms, and fled in great confusion.

The North Carolina militia (except Dixon's regiment, which was next to the Continentals)

followed the shameful example, and the exertions of Stevens, Caswell, and even of Gates

himself, to stop or rally the fugitives, were unavailing. Only the Continental troops, with

Dixon's regiment, were now left to oppose the enemy. Upon the Maryland and Delaware

troops fell the weight of battle, and for a while they nobly sustained it. On the right, Do

Kalb and Gist maintained their ground, though

sorely pressed by Rawdou and his regulars.

Lieutenant-colonel Howard (the subsequent

" hero of the Cowpens"), with Williams's regi-

ment, charged the enemy with great vigor, and

disconcerted them. Inch by inch the Mary-

landers gained ground, and, had the militia stood

firm, and kept Webster employed, the British

must have been routed and driven in confusion

across Sander's Creek. That skillful officer had

detached Tarleton in pursuit of the fugitives, and

when Smallwood' came forward with his reserve

to fill the place of the scattered militia, Web-

ster brought his regiments to bear upon him.

Finally, the battle raged along the whole line,

and victory was uncertain. Firm as a rock

the phalanx of De Kalb and Gist remained

At length, perceiving an advantage, De Kalb

ordered a bayonet charge. The slaughter

was great ; the enemy recoiled, and fifty

men became the prisoners of the Americans.

Smallwood, in the mean time, sustained him-

self gallantly ; but at length Webster gained

his flank, and his brigade receded. It soon regained its position ;
was again driven back,

and speedily it rallied to the combat. Cornwallis perceived the point of strength to be

with De Kalb and Gist, and, concentrating his whole force, he made a terrible charge there.

It was the decisive stroke which smote down the American strength and won the victory.

Another charge was made ; the brave Marylanders gave way, and, with the Delaware regi-

ment, broken and maimed, fled to the swamps. They were hotly pursued, and many were

killed in the flight. The militia fell in great numbers under the sabers of Tarleton'^s cav-

alry, and for more than two miles the open wood was strewn with the dead and dying.

Arms, artillery, horses, and baggage were scattered in every direction. More than a third

of the Continental troops were killed ; and of the wounded, one hundred and seventy men

were made prisoners. The Delaware regiment was nearly annihilated, and Colonel Vaughn

and Major Patten being taken prisoners, the remnant, less than two companies, were placed

under the command of the brave Kirkwood, the senior captain, who had been with Wash-

ington at Trenton and Princeton. De Kalb, while trying to keep his troops firm when the

V^7ia^^^^:^6^€rC

1 William Smallwood was a native of Maryland, and was among the patriots of that colony who earliest

expressed their attachment to Republican principles. He was appointed a brigadier by the Continental

Congress, in October, 1776, and major general in September, 1780. He was in the battle near Brooklyn,

in ATiiinst, 1776, where his command sulFered severely. It was chiefly composed of young men from Ma-

ryland, many of them members of the most respectable families of that state. He was in the Brandyvvine

and Germantown battles in 1777. He accompanied Gates to the South, and shared in the mortifications

of defeat near Camden. It was a month after that event that Congress promoted him to major general.

He was elected a delegate in Congress, for Maryland, in 1785, and the same year was chosen to succeed

William Paca as governor of the stale. He was succeeded in office by John Eager Howard, in 1788.

General SmalU'ood died in February, 1792.
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last charge was made, fell, pierced with eleven wounds. His lieutenant, Du Buysson,

thi'ew his arms around him, gave his name and rank, and while saving him from instant

death, was terribly wounded himself by British bayonets. In the mean while Gates had

fled, "borne ofl" the field by a current of dismayed militia," Avho "constituted so great a

j)art of his army, that when he saw them break and flee, he lost all hope of victory.'"

With Caswell, he hastened to Clermont, hoping to check and rally the militia at their old

encampment, near Rugeley'fe Mill. This hope was vain, for the i'urther the dismayed troops

fled, the more they became dispersed, and the generals giving up all as lost, proceeded, with

a few attendants, to Charlotte, where they arrived in the evening of the same day, though

about eighty miles distant. On his way. Gates heard of the success of Sumter at the Wa-
teree Ford, but that triumph came too late to afford him aid, and, as we have seen (page

a All" 18 660), two days afterward, ^ Sumter and his band were surprised and dispersed at

1780. Fishing Creek. General Rutherford surrendered to a party of the British legion.

The other generals escaped, but were separated from their respective commands. The rout

was complete, and only Major Andrus,"of the third Maryland regiment, succeeded in rally-

ing any part of the fugitives. Most of the Virginia militia retired to Hillsborough by the

road they came to camp, and there General Stevens gathered many of them together.

Their time of service soon expiring, they were discharged.^

The victory of Cornwallis was complete, and for a moment the hopes of the patriots, par-

ticularly at the South, were crushed ; their only chance of success seemed to he the inter-

vention of European nations.^ Within the space of three months, two armies had been al-

most annihilated by capture and dispersion, and the most active partisan corps scattered to

the winds.* Cornwallis considered the subjugation of South Carolina accomplished, and,

' Gordon, iii., 104.

2 Rams-ay, ii., 145-152. Gordon, iii., 98-107. IMarshall, i., 344-348. Lee, 92-100.
' It was during the summer of 1780, that Rochambeau and his army arrived at Newport ; an auspicious

event for the Americans. A movement in Europe, known in history as the Arincd NeiUralily, at about
the same time threatened to cripple the power of England, and promised indirect aid to the Americans.
The Empress Catharine, of Russia, with the duplicity which has ever marked the diplomacy of that gov-
ernment, professed great friendship toward England, and abhorrence of the rebellion in America. She
even entered into negotiations for sending Russian troops to America to assist the British. All this while
she was building a nav}', and the English were made to believe it was to aid them. As soon as she felt

strong enough to set England at defiance, her tone and. policy were changed, and on the twenty-sixth of

Februar\-, 1780, she issued a manifesto, in which she declared the internal ional doctrine (with a qualifica-

tion) so eloquently promulged and advocated by Kossuth in America, in 1851—2, namely, that neutral states

have a 7-ight to carry on their commerce with belligerent powers unmolested, and even to convey from one port
to another of a belligerent power, all goods whatsoever, except what coicld be deemed contraband in consequence

of previous treaties.* Hitherto ports were blockaded, not always by squadrons of ships, but by a simple
proclamation. Catharine declared that no port should be considered blockaded, unless there was a suffi-

cient force present to maintain a blockade, and this was the qualification of the doctrine concerning the
rights of neutral nations; a qualification which contains the essential maxim of despotism, '''' Might makes
right.''' This doctrine was contrary to the maritime policy of England, and inimical to her int^-ests. In

the course of the summer, Prussia, Denmark, and Sweden became parties to the policy declared by the

Czarina, and entered into a league with her ; and in November the States General of Holland acceded to

the measure. Spain and France acquiesced in the new maritime code, and at one time a general Conti-

nental war against England appeared inevitable. But the personal caprices of Catharine, and her known
faithlessness, made the other powers hesitate, and the next 3-ear the alliance resulted in inaction.

• The exact loss sustained by the Americans in the engagement on the sixteenth, and Sumter's surprise

on the eighteenth, was never ascertamed. The estimated loss was as follows : exclusive of De Kalb and
General Rutherford, four lieutenant colonels, three majors, fourteen captains, four captain lieutenants, six-

teen lieutenants, three ensigns, four staff, sevent\'-eight subalterns, and six hundred and four rank and file.

They also lost eight field-pieces, and other artillery, more than two hundred baggage wagons, and the

greater part of their baggage. That of Gates and De Kalb. with all their papers, was saved. The loss

of the British was severe. Gates estimated that more than five hundred of the enemy were killed and
wounded; Stedman (ii., 210) says the British loss was three hundred less than the Americans. A great
many of the fugitive militia were murdered in their flight. Armed parlies of Tories, alarmed at the pres-

* See Florida Blanca's Representation, as cited by Arch-deacon Coxe in his Memoirs of the Kings of Spain, of the Throne of
Bourbon.



OF THE REVOLUTION. 675

Confidence of the British. Rendezvous at Hillsborough. Governor Nash. Colonel Buncombe.

confident of future success, moved toward the North State to establish royal rule there.

His march to, and retreat from Charlotte ; the defeat of his detachments at King's Mount-
ain and the Cowpens ; the pursuit of Greene ; the battle at Guilford; the retreat of the

British to Wilmington ; their mai'ch into Virginia ; and the final capture of Cornwallis's

army at Yorktown, have been considered in preceding chapters.

General Gates was much censured on account of the defeat of the Americans on Sander's

Creek, because he provided for no place of rendezvous in the event of being obliged to re-

treat ; for not having his baggage and stores at a proper distance from the scene of action
;

and because of an improper arrangement of his army for attack, placing his unskilled militia

on the right, opposite the British veterans of Webster. Armand spoke harshly of Gates,

and even intimated that he was a coward or a traitor. Gates's great fault appears to have

been a too sanguine belief that he could easily crush the inferior force of his enemy. His

vanity was always the source of his greatest trouble. In this instance he was too confident

of success, and made no provision for the contingencies of adversity ; and hence his utter

weakness when the victorious blow was struck by the British, and he was obliged to flee.

On the seventeenth and eighteenth, a Smallwood and Gist arrived at Charlotte, ^^^ ^^^

with several other officers, and there they found more than one hundred regu- ^'^^'^

lar infantry, Armand's cavalry. Major Davie's partisan corps from the Waxhaw settle-

ment, and a few militia. Gates began to hope that another army might be speedily reor-

ganized, when intelligence of the disaster of Sumter at Fishing Creek reached him. He
retreated to Hillsborough, where the Provincial Congress was in session, with Governor Ab-
ner Nash' at its head. That officer exerted all the power and influence of his station to

enee of the Americans, were marching to join Gates. When they heard of his defeat, they inhumanly pur-

sued tjie flying Americans, and butchered a large number in the swamps and pine barrens.
' Abner Nash was a member of the Provincial Council of North Carolina, and an active politician.

When the war of the Revolution broke out, he and his brother Fran-

cis* were found in the ranks of the patriots ; Abner in the council,

Francis in the field. Their father emigrated from Wales, and settled

in Prince Edward county, Virginia, where Abner was born. At an
early age he went to North Carolina, where he was educated for the bar. He was the first speaker of
the North Carolina Legislature under its Republican Constitution; and in 1779, succeeded Caswell, the
first governor, in the olfice of chief magistrate of the state. He represented a constituency in the Assem-
bly, from 1782 to 1785, and was a member of the Continental Congress from 1782 to 1786. He resided
for many years at Newborn, where he died, greatly respected for his public and private virtues. His mem-
ory is perpetuated in the state by a county called by his name. Governor Nash's first wife was the young
widow of the venerable Governor Dobbs.

I have noticed the death of General Francis Nash at Gerraantown, on page 320. Since writing that account, I have been in-

formed that his wound consisted of a laceration of the flesh and the fracture of the bone of his thigh by
a cannon-ball, which killed his horse, and also his aid. Major Witherspoon, son of Dr. Witherspoon, of
Princeton College. His remains lie in the Mennonist Burying-ground, at Kulpsville, twenty six miles
from Philadelphia. Through the patriotic endeavors of John F. Watson, Esq., the annalist, the citizens

ofGermantown and Norristown have erected a neat marble monument to the memory of General Nash,
upon which is the following inscription :

" Vota via mea jus Patbia. In memory of General Nash
of North Carolina, mortally wounded at the battle of Germantown, here interred, October 17, 1777, in
presence of the army here encamped. J. F. W."
Among the gallant officers who accompanied General Nash to the North, and fought at Brandywine

and Germantown, was Colonel Edward Buncombe. He was wounded and made a prisoner at German-
town, and died soon afterward at Philadelphia. His character for generous hospitality may be inferred
from the following distich, which he affixed over the door of his mansion, in Washington county. North
Carolina

" Welcome, all.

To Buncombe Hall."

In 1791. his name was given to a county in North Carolina. From 1817 to 1823, the district which in-
cludes Buncombe was represented in Congress by one, not an orator. On one occasion, he attempted to address the House
in favor of a bill providing pensions for militiamen ; but a de-
termination not to hear him was manifested. He appealed to

the late Mr. Lowndes to interpose in his behalf, intimating that
he would l)e satisfied with the allowance of five minutes for a
speech that might be published in the newspapers, and assuring
him that his remarks were not intended for the House, but for

Buncombe. He was gratified, and spoke under the five minutes' rule. To the astonfsnment of the good people of Buncombe
the speech of their representative (a curious specimen of logic and oratory) appeared in the Washington City Gazette, covering

Nash's Monu.'vient.

^My?ll^^^<^t^



676 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

Partial Organization of an Army. Hobkiik's Hill. View at the Spring. Gates's Order. Parole.

aid the discomfited general. The Legislature provided for procuring arms, ammunition,
and stores

; ordered militia drafts, and took other vigorous measures for the defense of the

state. Salisbury, toward which it was believed Cornwallis M'ould march, was made the

place of rendezvous. The fragments of the army broken at Sander's Creek were collected

together at Hillsborough early in September, and on the sixteenth of that month, Colonel

Buford, having recruited his corps so cruelly handled by Tarleton, reached head-quarters,

from Virginia. There he was joined by sixty Virginia militia, and about fifty of Porter-

field's light infantry. All of these, with the Maryland and Delaware regiments, were formed

a Dec. 3,
'"^° ^ brigade, under Smallwood. The intervening events, from this time until

1760. Greene succeeded Gates in the command of the Southern army, a- have already been
considered.'

An hour's ride from Sander's Creek, over a very sandy and gently rolling country,

brought me to the summit of Hobkirk's

Hill, a high ridge overlooking the plains of

Camden. Upon the table-land of its sum-

mit is a beautiful village, composed of many
fine houses, the residences of wealthy in-

habitants of that region, who have chosen

A this spot for its salubrity in summer. It

was just at sunset when I first looked from

this eminence upon the town below and the

broad plain around it. Although it was
' midwinter, the profusion of evergreens gave

the landscape the appearance of early au-

tumn. Here was fought one of the mem-
orable battles of our War for Independ-

ence ; and yonder, stretching away toward

the high hills of Santee, is the plain once

red with British legions, and glittering with

British bayonets. Before descending to

Camden, a mile distant, let us open the old

^ The irritation which Gate.s exhibited when he was succeeded by General Schuyler in the command of

the Northern army, in 1777, was not visible when Greene reached Charlotte, and gave him the first noti-

fication ol his having been superseded. On the contrary, he received Greene with the utmost courtesy, and
expre.s.sed his warmest thanks for the tender manner in which that ofiicer announced the action of Congress
and the commander-in-chief. On the morning after Greene's arrival. Gates issued the following order :

"Head-quarters, Charlotte, 3d December, 1780.

The Honorable Major-general Greene, who arrived yesterday

View at the Spring ; Hobkikk's Hill. 2

.^ <̂S^-c-

a ^
Parole, Springfield ; countersign, Greene

afternoon in Charlotte, being appointed by
his excellency. General Washington, with
the approbation of the Honorable Congress,
to the command of the Southern armv, all

orders will, for the future, issue from him,
and all reports are to be made to him.
General Gates returns his sincere thanks
to the Southern army for their persever-
ance, fortitude, and patient endurance of

all the hardships and sutferings they have
undergone while under his command. He
anxiously hopes their misfortunes will cease
therewith, and that victory and the glori-

ous advantages attending it may be the fu-

ture portion of the Southern army."
^ The site of this spring, the source of one of the tributaries of Pine Tree Creek, is denoted in the map, on

nearly a broadside of that paper. " Speaking for Buncombe" (not Bunkum) is a term often applied since to ml-n who^sv^e
the time ot legislative bodies in making speeches for the sole purpose of receiving popular applause.

* This parole (Alexandria) and countersign (Bedford, Colchester), upon a small slip of paper, is in the handwriting of Wash-
ington. The original is in the possession of J. Wingate Thornton, Esq., of Boston. It is the practice in camps for the command-

Foum of Pakole and Cuuntebsign.'
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chronicle, and peruse an interesting page. It is a balmy evening ;a birds are chirp- , j^„ ^^

ing their vespers among the dark-green foliage of the wild olives in the gardens, and i849.

buds are almost bursting into blossoms npon every tree. Here, upon a bench by the bub-

bling spring, where General Greene was at breakfast when surprised by Lord Rawdon, we

will read and ponder in the evening tvi'ilight.

We lei't General Greene and his broken army on their march from Cornwallis's camp, on

the Deep River,b toward Camden. (See page G13.) Greene had determined to
b April 6,

strike a blow for the recovery of South Carolina. To secure the provisions which i'?^!-

grow upon the borders of the Santee and Congaree Rivers, and to keep a communication

with the Indians on the frontier, the British had established military posts at several points,

the most important of which was Fort Watson, npon Wright's BlufF, in the present Sum-

ter District. These, with the more remote post of Ninety-Six, Greene resolved to attack

almost simultaneously with his movement against Lord Rawdon, then at Camden. He

dispatched Lieutenant-colonel Lee with his legion, to join

Marion, then encamped in the swamps on Black River, in

Williamsburg District.' These brave partisans met on the

fourteenth, c and immediately prepared to march
c April, 178L

^^^^^^^^ YoyI Watson. Brigadiers Sumter and

Pickens were informed of the intended movement, and refused

to co-operate. Greene desired Sumter to join him at Cam-

den, while Pickens was directed to assemble the western mi-

litia and invest Ninety-Six, or, at least, to prevent a re-en-

forcement marching from that post to the relief of Rawdon.

With only about fifteen hundred men (after detaching Lee's

force), Greene descended the Southern slope of Hobkirk's

Hill,d and encamped at Log Town, within half a >"i
d April 19.

^^^.^^ of the enemy's works, at Camden. Lord Rawdon.s

Lord Pvawdon, who had been left in command of the
F,om an E.>gh^b p„r>t.

page 676. It is at the head of a ravine, scooped oat of the northeastern slope of Hobkirk's Hill. The

noble trees which shadow it are tulips, poplars, ami pines. The house seen on the top of the hill, toward

the left, is the residence of William E. Johnson, Esq., president of the Camden Bank. A few yards below

the spring a dike has been cast up, across the ravine, by which a fine duck pond is formed, and adds beauty

to the scene, in summer.
' Lee, in his Memoirs (page 215), relates an amusing circumstance which occurred while he was on his

wav to join Marion anions the swamps on Black River, in Williamsburg District. Lee's detachment had

reached Drowning Creek, a branch of the Pedee, and were encamped for the night. Toward morning, the

officer of the dayVas informed that noises, like the stealthy movements of a body of men, were heard in

front of the pickets, toward the creek. Presently a sentinel fired, the bugles sounded for the horse patroles

to come in, and soon the whole detachment were on the alert for the approaching enemy. Soon another

sentinel fired in a dilTerent direction, and intelligence came that an invisible enemy were in the swamp.

The troops were formed in accordance with the latest information of the whereabouts of the secret foe.

With great anxiety they awaited the approach of dawn, not doubling that its first gleam would be the sig-

nal for a general assault by the enemy. Suddenly the line of sentinels in their rear, upon the great road

they had traversed, fired in quick succession, and the fact that the enemy had gained their rear in force

could not be doubted. Lee went cautiously along his line ;
informed his troops that there was no alterna-

tive but to fight; reminded them of their hioh reputation, and enjoined them to be firm throughout the ap-

proaching co'ntest. He conjured the cavalry to be cautious, and not allow any partial success to tempt

them to pursue, for no doubt the enemy would ambuscade. At break of day, the whole column advanced

cautiously to the great road, infantry in front, baggage in the center, and cavalry in the rear. No enemy

appeared, and the van officer cautiously examined the road to find the trail of the foe. He soon discovered

the tracks of a large pack of wolves ! These animals had attempted to pass along their accustomed path,

but finding it obstructed, had turned from point to point when met by the fire of the sentinels. The cir-

cumstance occasioned great merriment among the troops. Each considered himself a dupe. The poor

pickets, patroles, and officer of the day were made the butt of severest ridicule.

2 Francis Rawdon, son of the Earl of Moira, was born in 1754, and entered the army in 1771. He -was

er-inchlef to issue a parole and countersisn every morning. It is given in writing to his subordinates, and by them commu-

nicated to those who wish to leave the camp and return during the day and evening, &c. The object is to guard against the

udmission of opies into the camp.
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Southern division of the royal army when Cornwallis marched into North Carolina, was

now at Camden. He was apprised of Greene's approach, and notwithstanding his force

was inferior (about nine hundred men), he was too strongly intrenched to fear an attack.

Greene perceived that his little army was unequal to the task of carrying the place by

storm, or even of completely investing it.' Hoping to be joined by a re-enforcement of mi-

litia, he withdrew to Hobkirk's Hill, and encamped. On the twenty-first, he received the

startling information that Colonel Watson, with between four and five hundred men, was

marching up the Santee to join Ptawdon. To prevent this junction, it was necessary to in-

tercept Watson some distance from Camden. To this task Greene immediately applied

himself He crossed Sand Hill Creek, and encamped on the east of Camden,

a

^" ~'
upon the Charleston road. It being impossible to transport the artillery across

the marshes on the borders of that creek. Lieutenant-colonel Carrington was directed to re-

turn with it toward Lynch's Creek, where it would be safe from the patrolling parties of the

enemy. Finally, convinced that the intelligence of the approach of Watson was false,''

Greene hastened back to Hobkirk's Hill, and ordered Carrington to join him, with the ar-

tillery, immediately.'' The hill was then completely covered with a forest, and the
pn ^ .

^j^gj.jj.g^^g ^ere so strongly posted, with the swamp on Pine Tree Creek in their

rear, tliat they felt no fear of an attack from the enemy. Yet the ever-cautious Greene

had the army encamped in battle order, ready to repel a sortie of Pvawdon, should he have

the temerity to attempt one. During the day, he had received information of the capture

of Fort Watson by Marion and Lee, and just at evening the prisoners were brought into

camp, among whom were several American soldiers, previously captured, and who, as they

said, had enlisted in the British service as the best means of escaping to their friends.

During the night of the twenty-fourth, a drummer, named Jones, one of the Americans

taken at Fort Watson, deserted, and made his way to the British camp. He informed

Rawdon of the detachment of the artillery from the main army, the lack of provisions in the

American camp, and the fact that Sumter had not arrived. Pi-awdon resolved to strike a

blow at this favorable moment, for his own provisions were almost exhausted ;
and before

daylight his garrison was in marching order. The country between Hobkirk's Hill and

Camden was so thickly wooded that the movements of the enemy were not discerned until

his van-guard approached the American pickets. The patriots were unsuspicious of danger.

Greene and his officers were leisurely taking breakfast under the shade of the trees at the

spring, pictured on page 676 (for it was a clear, warm morning)
;
some of the soldiers were

washing their clothes, and the horses of Washington's cavalry were unsaddled. Pi-awdon

did not march directly for the American camp, on the Waxhaw road, but took a circuitous

route, toward the Pine Tree Creek. At about ten o'clock, the American advanced guard

discerned the approach of the enemy. Their pickets were commanded by Captain Benson,

of Maryland, and Captain Morgan, of Virginia, supported by Captain Kirkwood,' with the re-

distinguished for his bravery during his first campaign in America, and in 1778 was appointed adjutant

general of the British forces. He was at the storming of Forts Clinton and Montgomery in 1777, and

was wiih Sir Henry Clinton at the battle of Monmouth. He was promoted to brigadier, and was succeeded

in his office of adjutant general by Major Andre. Rawdon afterward received the commission of a major

general. In 1812, he was appointed Governor General of British India, which odice he held until 1822.

During his administration, the Nepaulese, Pindarees, and other native powers, were subjugated, and the

British authority made supreme in India. During his ab.sence in the East, he was created Marquis of

Hastings. He died in 1825.
1 Camden, the capital of Kershaw District, stands upon a gentle elevation, covered on the southwest by

the Wateree at a mile distant, and on the cast by Pine Tree Creek, a considerable stream. The country

around it was heavilv wooded at the time in question, and the town itself (formerly called Pine Tree, but

then named in honor of Lord Camden) was but a small village of a few houses.

2 Colonel Watson had really commenced his march up the Santee, but was obliged to turn back because

Marion and Lee, after capturing Fort Watson, had got in front of him, and effectually guarded all the passes

and ferries.

* That portion of Hobkirk's Hill, on its southeastern slope, where the first of the battle commenced, is

now called Kirkwood. It is covered with fine residences and beautiful gardens, and is valued as a health-

ful summer resort by the people of Camden.
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mains of the Delaware refriment. These, at a distance of about a quartei' of a mile from

the camp, gallantly received and returned the fire of the British van, and kept them at bay

while Greene formed his army in more complete battle order.

Fortunately for Greene, Carrington, with the artillery, had joined him early in the morn-

ing, and brought to camp a competent supply of ^

provisions. The line was soon formed, and so

confident was Greene of success, that he unhesi-

tatingly ordered Lieutenant-colonel Washington,

with his cavalry, to turn the right flank of the

British, and to charge in their rear. The Amer-

ican line was composed of the Virginia brigade

on the right, under Brigadier Huger, with Lieu-

tenant-colonels Campbell and Hawes ; the Mary-

land brigade, led by Colonel Williams, seconded

by Colonel Gunby, and Lieutenant-colonels Ford

and Howard, occupied the left ; and in the center

was Colonel Harrison, with the artillery. The
reserve consisted of Washington's cavalry, and a

corps of two hundred and fifty North Carolina

rhilitia, under Colonel Reade. (See the map.)

The skirmish of the van-guards was severe for

some time, when ilawdon, with his whole force,

pressed forward, and drove Kirkwood and his

Delawares back upon the main line. The King's

American regiment was on his right ; the New
York Volunteers in the centre ; and the 63d regi-

ment composed the left. His right was supported by Robertson's corps, and his left by the

Irish Volunteers. (See map.) The British presented a narrow front, which was an advant-

age to Greene. As they moved slowly up the slope, Campbell and Ford were ordered to

turn the flanks of the British, while the first Maryland regiment, under Gunby, was ordered

to make an attack in front. Rawdon perceived this movement, and, ordering the L-ish corps

into line, strengthened his position by extending his front. The battle opened from right

to left with great vigor. The two Virginia regiments, led by Greene in person, aided by

Huger, Campbell, and Hawes, maintained their ground firmly, and even gained upon the

enemy. At the sarrtfe time, Washington, with his cavalry, was sweeping every thing before

him upon the right flank of the British. The artillery was playing upon the center with

great execution, and Gunby's veteran regiment rushed forward in a deadly charge with

bayonets. Notwithstanding their inferiority of numbers and disadvantage of position, the

British maintained their ground most gallantly until Gunby's charge, when they faltered.

Hawes was then descending the hill to charge the New York Volunteers, and the falchion

that should strike the decisive blow of victory for the Americans was uplifted. At that

moment, some of Gunby's veterans gave way, without any apparent cause. Colonel Will-

iams, who was near the center, endeavored to rally them, and Gunby and other officers used

every exertion to close their line. In this attempt, Colonel Ford was mortally wounded
and carried to the rear. Gunby, finding it impossible to bring them into order, directed

them to rally by retiring partially in the rear. This order was fatal. Perceiving this ret-

rograde movement, the British advanced with a shout, when a general retreat of the Amer-

NoTE.

—

Explanation of the Plan.—This plan of the battle on Hobkirk's Hill is copied from Stedman.
a a, are the American militia, on the Waxhaw road, leading from Camden to Salisbury ; b b, the Virginia

line ; c c, the Maryland line
;

d. the reserve, with General Greene ; e, British light infantry, approaching

the American camp from Pine Tree Creek
; /, volunteers from Ireland

j g, South Carolina Loyalists ; h, 63d
regiment ; i, New York Loyalists

; j, King's American regiment ; k, convalescents ; I, with swords crossed,

the place where the first attack was made ; m m, British dragoons. The spring was known as Martin's.
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icHiis took place. Greene, willi his usual skill- and energy, conducted the retreat in such

order that few men were lost after this first action. Washington had been eminently suc-

cessful ; and at the moment when the retreat began, he had two hundred prisoners. He

hastily paroled the officers, and then, wheeling, made a secure retreat, with the loss of three

men, and took with him fifty of his prisoners. The action continued at intervals until

about four o'clock in the afternoon, when the Americans had retreated four or five miles,

closely pursued by parties of the enemy. Washington, with cavalry and infantry, then

turned upon the pursuers, and charging the mounted New York Volunteers with great in-

trepidity, killed nine and dispersed the rest. This terminated the battle. The British re-

turned to their works at Camden, and Greene, with his little army, encamped for the night

on the north side of Sander's Creek. The dead, alone, occupied the battle-field. So well

was the retreat conducted, that most of the American wounded (including six commissioned

officers), and all of their artillery and baggage, with Washington's fifty prisoners, were car-

ried off. The loss of the Americans in killed, wounded, and missing, according to Greene's

return to the Board of War, was two hundred and sixty-six ;
that of the enemy, according

to Pvawdon's statement, two hundred and fifty-eight. The killed were not very numerous.

Greene estimates his number at eighteen ; among whom was Ford and Beatty, of the Mary-

land line.' Rawdon's loss in killed was thirty-eight, including one officer.''

This defeat was very unexpected to General Greene, and for a moment disconcerted him,

for, with the exception of the success of Marion and Lee, in capturing Fort Watson, he did

not know how the Southern partisans were proceeding.' The Maryland troops, so gallant

and firm on all former occasions, had now failed ;
his provisions were short

;
Sumter, the

speedy partisan, had not joined him ; and supplies came in tardily and meager. Yet Greene

was not the man to be crushed by adversity. On the contrary, he seemed to rise with re-

^ ^ ,.j, .^g newed strength, after every fall. Accordingly, on the morning succeeding the bat-

mi~ '

tle,a he retired as far as Pvugeley's, and after detaching a small force with a six

pounder under Captain Finley, to Nelson's Ferry, to join Marion and Lee, and prevent Wat-

son from re-enforcing Rawdon, he crossed the Wateree, and took a strong position, where he

could not only cut off supplies for the garrison at Camden from that quarter, but prevent

the approach of Watson in that direction. In lhe mean while, Marion and Lee were closely

watching Colonel Watson. That officer had now approached near to the confluence of the

Congaree and Wateree, in Orangeburg District ; where he would cross it was difficult to tell
;

and the vigilant partisans, fearing he might elude them if they took post on the north side

of the Congaree, crossed over, and endeavored to overtake him. But Watson, who was

„ . equally vigilant and active, crossed the Congaree,b near its junction with the Wa-
May 6, T J f^

, , , i • • i o i *
I'Si- teree, and on the .seventh of May passed the latter stream and joined iriawdon at

Camden.

Greene was early apprised of this junction, and, persuaded that Rawdon would resume

offensive operations at once, withdrew from the vicinity of Camden Ferry to the high ground

' Marshall (ii., 6) says that the fall of Captain Beatty, of Gunby's regiment, was the cause of its defec-

tion. His company and the one adjoining it were thrown into confusion, and dropped out of the line, and

then the fatal disorder ensued.
^ Marshall, ii., 1-8. Ramsay, ii., 230-31. Gordon, iii., 189-91. Lee, 2-20-24. Stedman, ii., 356-58.

3 The momentary despondency of Greene is expressed in the following extract from a letter which he

wrote to the Chevalier Luzerne, three days after the battle : "This distressed country. I am sure, can not

struscle much longer without more efTecUial support. They may struggle a little while longer, but they

must fall ; and I fear their fall will lay a train to sap the independence of the rest of America

We fight, ijet beaten, rise and fight again. The whole country is one continued scene of blood and slaugh-

ter."
"
To'^La Fayette he wrote, on the first of May: "You "may depend upon it, that nothing can equal

the sufferings of our little army but their merit." To others he wrote in a similar strain, imploring prompt

and decisive action for supplying his handful of troops with sustenance for the summer campaign, and with

re-enforcements. It must be remembered, that at this time the French arm)', under Roehambeau, was lying

idle in New Ensland ;
and through Luzerne (the French minister) and La Fayette, Greene hoped to hasten

their advent in tlie field of active operations. To Governor Read, of Pennsylvania, he wrote, on the fourth

of May :
" If our good friend.s, the French, can not lend a helping hand to save these sinking states, they

must and will fall."
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beyond Sawney Creek, on the border of Fairfield District. He was not mistaken. On the

eighth, a Pvawdon crossed the Wateree, at the ferry below Camden,' and proceeded

toward Greene's encampment. The two armies were now equal in numbers ; about
'^^'

twelve hundred each. On the approach of the British, Greene retired to Colonel's Creek
;

at the same time, Rawdon became alarmed at the intelligence of the increase of the Amer-
ican army and of Greene's strong position, and returned to Camden. Believing it impossi-

ble to drive Greene from his neighborhood, and anxious for the safety of his menaced posts

between him and Charleston, Rawdon resolved to evacuate Camden, and with it all the

country north of the Congaree. He sent orders to Lieutenant-colonel Cruger to abandon

Ninety-Six, and join Lieutenant-colonel Brown at Augusta, and also directed Major Max-
well to leave Fort Granby (near the present city of Columbia), and fall back upon Orange-

burg, on the bank of the North Edisto. He then burned the jail, mills, and several private

houses at Camden ; destroyed all the stores which he could not carry with him, and on

the tenth left that place for Nelson's Ferry, hoping to cross there in time to drive oft' Mari-

on and Lee, then besieging Fort Motte. He took with him almost five hundred negroes
;

and the most violent Loyalists, fearing the vengeance of the patriots, followed him in great

numbers. ° Within six days afterward, Orangeburg,'' Fort Motte, c the post at b May ii.

Nelson's Ferry, >l and Fort Granby, c fell into the hands of the Americans. Greene,
I ^^^ J^-

in the mean while, had marched toward Ninety-Six, Avhere he arrived on the twen- *May 15.

ty-second of May. The military events at these several places will be noticed presently, in

the order in which I visited them.

It was almost dark when I rode into Camden and alighted at Boyd's Hotel. Here was
the end of my tedious but interesting journey of almost fourteen hundred miles with my own
conveyance

; for, learning that I could reach other chief points of interest at the South

easier and speedier by public conveyance, I resolved to sell my traveling establishment. Ac-

cordingly, after passing the forenoon of the next dayf in visiting the battle-ground
f j^^ ^g

on Hobkirk's Hill, sketching the scenery at the Spring, and the monument erected 1849.

to the memory of De Kalb, on the green in front of the Presbyterian church in Camden,'

I went into the market as a trafficker. A stranger both to the people and to the businesSi

I was not successful. T confess there was a wide diflerence between my " asking" and my
" taking" price. My wagon was again broken, and, anxious to get home, I did not " dicker"

long when I got an ofier, and Charley and I parted, I presume, with mutual regrets. He
was a docile, faithful animal, and I had become much attached to him. A roll of Camden
bank-notes soothed my feelings, and I. left the place of separation at dawn the next morn-

ing in the cars for Fort Motte and Columbia, quite light-hearted.

^ There is now a fine bridge across the Wateree at this place, which cost twenty thousand dollars.

^ Many of these, who had occupied their farms near Camden, were reduced to the most abject poverty.

Outside of the lines at Charleston, men, women, and children were crowded into a collection of miserable
huts, which received the name of Rawdontown.—Simms's History of South Carolina, 223.

^ I was informed, after I left Camden, that the house in which Cornwallis was quartered, while there,

was }'et standing, and very little altered since the Revolution. It was one of the few saved when Rawdon
left the place. I was not aware of this fact while I was in Camden.

U. Xx
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Puparture from Camden. The Hijth Hilla of Santee. Passage of the Wateree Swamp.

CHAPTER XXVI.

Marion. Friends ! fellow-soldiers ! we a<^ain have heard

The threats of our proud enemies; they come.

Boasting to sweep us, like the chaff, away.

Shall we yield ? shall we lie down like dogs beneath

The keeper's lash? Then shall we well deserve

The ruin, the di.sgrace that must ensue.

Ne'er dream submission will appease our foes;

We shall be conquered rebels, and they'll fear

The spirit of liberty may rouse again
;

And therefore will they bind us with strong chains,

New cords, green withes, like those which Samson bound
,

And we, alas ! shall have been shorn and weak,

On Folly's lap, if we yield up our freedom.

Mrs. S. J. Hale's Tragedy, " Okmond Grovesnor. Jrt IV

T was a brilliant, frosty morning when I left Camden to visit the scenes of

some of the exploits of Marion and his partisan compatriots. Soon after cross-

ing the Big Swift and Rafting Creeks, we reached the high hills of Santee,

whereon General Greene encamped before and after the battle at the Eutaw

Springs. They extend southward, in Sumter District, from the Kershaw line,

twenty-two miles, parallel with the Wateree. They are immense sand hills,

varying in width on the summit from one to five miles, and are remarkable for

the salubrity of the atmosphere and for medicinal springs. Just at sunrise,

while swiftly skirting the base of these hills, with the Wateree Swamp between

us and the river on the west, we saw the sharp pencilings of the few scattered houses of

Statesburg against the glowing eastern sky. There was the residence of General Sumter

after the war, and in his honor the surrounding district was named." After skirting the

Wateree Swamp some distance, the road passes through a high sand blufl', and then crosses

the great morass to the river, a distance of

four miles. Beyond that stream, it joins the

rail-way from Columbia. Through the swamp,

the iron rails are laid upon a strong wooden

frame-work, high enough to overtop a cane-brake.

The passage is made at a slow rate to avoid ac-

cidents. The scenery was really grand, for be-

low were the green canes waving like billows in

the wind, while upon either side of the avenue

cut for the road, towered mighty cypresses and

gum-trees, almost every branch draped with long

moss. Clustered around their stately trunks

were the holly, water-oak, laurel, and gall-bush,

with their varied tints of green ; and among

these, flitting in silence, were seen the gray mock-

' I was informed that the house of General Sumter and several others, with a large tract of land, was

owned by a mulatto named Ellison, who, with his wife and children, were once slaves. He was a mechanic,

and with the proceeds of his labor he purchased the freedom of himself and family. He is now (1850)

about sixty years of age, and owns a large number of slaves. His sons and daughters are educated, and

the former occupy the position of overseers on his plantation. Mr. Ellison is regarded as one of the most

honorable business men in that region.

- This little sketch is from the pencil of J. Addison Richards, one of our most accomplished land.scapc-

ScENE IN A Southern Swamp.^!
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Kort Motte. Remains of the Revolution. Position of the Americans there. General Marion

View at Fokt MorrK.

ing-bird and the brilliant scarlet tanniger. Here, I was told, opossums and wild cats abound,
and upon the large dry tracts of the swamp wild deers are often seen.

We arrived at the junction station at a little past eight o'clock, and, crossing a narrow
part of the Congaree Swamp and lliver, reached Fort Motte Station, on the southern side

of that stream, before nine, a distance of fortj^-four miles from Camden.
The plantation of Mrs. Rebecca Motte, whose house, occupied and stockaded by the Brit-

ish, was called Fort Motte, lies chiefly upon a high roll-

ing plain, near the Buck's Head Neck, on the Con-

garee, a little above the junction of that river with the ;

\Vateree,' thirty-three miles below Columbia, the capital

of the state. This plain slopes in every direction, and

is a commanding point of view, overlooking the vast

swamps on the borders of the Congaree. It is now
owned by William H. Love, Esq., with whom I passed

several hours very agreeably. His house (seen in the

engraving) is built nearly upon the site of Mrs. Motte's

mansion, desolated by fire at her own suggestion, while

occupied by the British. The well used by that patriotic lady is still there, close by the

oak-tree seen on the right ; and from it to the house there is a slight hollow, which indicates

the place of a covered way, dug for the protection of the soldiers when procuring water.

The other large tree seen in the picture is a blasted sweet-gum, and in the extreme distance

is seen the Coniraiee Swamp. This house was built by Mrs. Motte immediately after the

close of the war. The Americans, whose exploits we shall

[%f ^ ^
1 consider presently, were stationed upon an eminence about

a quarter of a mile northeast of the house, toward the Con-
garee, in the direction of M'Cord's Ferry. A little east-

ward of the house there was an oval mound, when I was
there in 184 9, about twelve feet in height, and dotted with
the stumps of trees recently cut down. This is the ves-

tige of a battery, upon which the assailants planted a field-

piece to dislodge the British. We shall better understand these localities after consulting

lhe oracle of history.

Among the bold, energetic, and faithful patriots of the South, none holds a firmer place in

the affections of the American people than General Francis Marion. == His adventures were

VFSTIGf 01 \ liVTrrKY

painters. The cypres.s " knees," as they are called, are here truthfully shown. They extend frotn the
roots of the trees, sometimes as much as two feet above the earth or the water, but never exhibit branches
or leaves. They appear like smooth-pointed slumps.

' The Congaree is formed by the junction of the Broad and Saluda Rivers at Columbia. Its junction
with the Wateree (the Catawba of North Carolina), at the lower end of Richland Di.strict, forms the Santee,
which name is borne by the whole volume of united waters from that point to the ocean. Buck's Head
Neck is formed by a sweep of the Congaree, of nearly eight miles, when it approaches itself within a quar-
ter of a mile. The swamp land of this neck has been reclaimed in many places, and now bears good cot-

ton. At the rundle of this bow of the river is the ancient M'Cord's Ferry, yet in use.
'^ Francis Marion was born at Winyaw, near Georgetown, South Carolina, in 1732. He was so small

at his birth, that, according to Weems, " he was not larger than a New England lobster, and might easily

enough have been put into a quart pot." Marion received a very limited share of education, and untd his

twenty-seventh year (1759), he followed agricultural pursuits. He then became a soldier, by joining an
expedition against the Cherokees and other hostile tribes (see page 646) on the Western frontier of the

Carolinas. When the Revolution broke out, he was found on the side of liberty, and was made captain in

the second Soiuh Carolina regiment. He fought bravely in the battle at Fort Sullivan, on Sullivan's Island.

He was afterward engaged in the contest at Savannah, and from that period until the defeat of Gates, near
(Jamden, in the summer of 1780, he was an active soldier. Soon after that affair, he organized a brigade,

having passed through the several grades to that of brigadier of the militia of his state. While Sumter
was striking heavy blows, here and there, in the northwestern part of North Carolina, Marion was perform-
ing like service in the northeastern part, along the Pedee and its tributaries. In 1781, he was engaged
with Lee and others in reducing several British posts. After the Battle at Eutaw, Marion did not long
remain in the fiekl, but took his seat as senator in the Legislature. He was soon again called to the field,
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The Song of Marion's Men.

full of the spirit of romance, and his whole military life was an epic poem. The followers

of Robin Hood were never more devoted to their chief than were the men of Marion's brigade

to their beloved leader. Bryant has sketched a graphic picture of that noble band, m his

SONG OF MARION'S MEN.

Our band is few, but true and tried,

Our leader frank and bold
;

The British soldier trembles

When Marion's name is told.

Our fortress is the good green wood,

Our tent the cypress-tree
;

We know the forest round us,

As seamen know the sea.

We know its walls of thorny vines,

Its glades of reedy grass

;

Its safe and silent islands

Within the dark morass.

Woe to the English soldier)',

That little dread us near !

On them shall light at midnight,

A strange and sudden fear;

When, waking to their tents on fire.

They grasp their arms in vain,

And they who stand to face us

Are beat to earth again
;

And they who fly in terror deem

A mighty host behind,

And hear the tramp of thousands

Upon the hollow wind.

Then sweet the hour that brings release

From danger and from toil

;

We talk the battle over.

And share the battle's spoil.

The woodland rings with laugh and shout,

As if a hunt were up.

And woodland flowers are gather'd

To crown the soldier's cup.

With merry songs we mock the wind

That in the pine-top grieves.

And slumber long and sweetly

On beds of oaken leaves.

Well knows the fair and friendly moon

The band that M.'vrion leads

—

The glitter of their rifles.

The scampering of their steeds.

'Tis life to guide the fiery barb

Across the moonlight plain
;

'Tis life to feel the night wind

That lifts his tossing mane.

A moment in the British camp

—

A moment—and away
Back to the pathless forest.

Before the peep of day.

Grave men there are by broad Santee

Grave men with hoary hairs,

Their hearts are all with Marion,

For Marion are their prayers.

And lovely ladies greet our band

With kindliest welcoming,

With smiles like those of summer.

And tears like those of spring.

For them we wear these trusty arms.

And lay them down no more.

Till we have driven the Briton

Forever from r-nr ^^^"'^

and did not relinquish his sword until the close of the war. When peace came, Marion retired to his plan-

tation, a little below Eutaw, where he died on the twenty-ninth of February, 1795, in the sixty-third year

of his age. His last words were, " Thank God, since I came to man's estate I have never intentionally

done wrong to any man."

Marion's remains are in the church-yard at Belle Isle, in the parish of St. John's, Berkeley. Over them

is a marble slab, upon which is the following inscription :
" Sacred to the memory of Brigadier-general

Francis Marion, who departed this life on the twenty-ninth of February, 1795, in the .sixty-third year of

his age, deeply regretted by all of his fellow-citizens. History will record his worth, and rising genera-

tions "embalm his memory, as one of the most distinguished patriots and heroes of the American Revolution :

which elevated his native country to Honor and Independence, and secured to her the blessings of liberty

and peace. This tribute of veneration and gratitude is erected in commemoration of the noble and disin-

terested virtues of the citizen, and the gallant exploits of the soldier, who lived without fear and died with-

out reproach."
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Marion in Gates's Camp. Description of his Regiment. Rebecca Motte. Her House fortified and garrisoned

When Gates was pressing foi-ward toward Camden, Marion, with about twenty men and

boys, were annoying the Tories in the neighborhood of the Pedee. With his ragged com-

mand, worse than Falstaff ever saw, he appeared at the camp of Gates, and excited the rid-

icule of the well-clad Continentals.' Gates, too, would doubtless have thought lightly of

him, if Governor Rutledge, who was in the American camp, and knew the partisan's Avorth.

had not recommended him to the notice of that ge'ieral. Gates listened to his modestly-

e.\;pressed opinions respecting the campaign, but was too conceited to regard them seriously.

or to offer to Marion a place in his army. While he was in Gates's camp, the Whigs of

Williamsburg District, who had arisen in arms, sent for him to be their commander. Gov-

ernor Rutledge gave him the commission of a brigadier on the spot, and he hastened to or-

ganize that brigade, which we shall hereafter meet frequently among the swamps, the broad

Savannahs, and by the water-courses of the South."

Fort Motte, where the brave Marion exhibited his skill and courage, was the principal

depot of the convoys be-

tween Charleston and

Camden, and also for

those destined for Gran-

by and Ninety - Six.

The British had taken

possession of the fine

large mansion of Mrs.

Rebecca Motte, ^ a wid-

ow of fortune, which oc-

cupied a commanding

position. They sur-

rounded it with a deep

trench (a part of which

is yet visible), and along

the interior margin of it

erected a high parapet.

Mrs. Motte and her family,

known to be inimical to the

British, were driven to her

ton with dispatches for Lord Rawdon

farm-house, upon a hill

north of the mansion,

and their place was
supplied by a garrison

of one hundred and fif-

ty men, under Captain

M'Pherson, a brave

British officer. After

Colonel Watson eluded

the pursuit of Marion

and Lee, and crossed

the Congaree (see page

681), those indefatiga-

ble partisans moved

upon Fort Motte. A
few hours before their

arrival at that place,

/y ./ M'Pherson was re-enforced

//L^yff/ by a small detachment of

dragoons sent from Charles-

They were on the point of leaving, when Marion

CCC^fv-

and Lee appeared upon the height at the farm-house where Mrs. Motte was residing.

After cautiously reconnoitering, Lee took position at the farm-house, and his men, with

the field-piece sent to them by Greene, occupied the eastern declivity of the high plain on

which Fort Motte stood. This gentle declivity is a little southwest of the rail-way station,

in full view of passengers upon the road. Marion immediately cast up a mound (see page

' Colonel Otho H. Williams, in his Narrative of the Campaigns of 1780, thus speaks of Marion and hi.s

men, at that time :
" Colonel Marion, a gentleman of South Carolina, had been with the army a few day.s,

atteiuled by a very few followers, distinguished by small leather caps and the wretchedness of their attire ;

their numbers did not exceed twenty men and boys, some white, some black, and ail mounted, but most of

them miserably equipped
; their appearance was, in fact, so burlesque, that it was with much difficulty the

diversion of the regular soldiery was restrained by the officers ; and the general himself was glad of an op-

portunity of detaching Colonel JNIarion, at his own instance, toward the interior of South Caj'olina, with or-

ders to watch the motions of the enemy, and furnish intelligence.

^ So certain was Gates of defeating Cornwallis, that when Marion departed, he instructed him to destroy

all the boats, flats, and scows, which might be used by the British in their flight.

^ Rebecca Brewton was the daughter of an English gentleman. She married Jacob Motte, a planter, in

1758, and was the mother of six children. General Thomas Pinckney, of South Carolina, married in suc-

cession her two eldest daughters ; the third married Colonel William Alston, of Charleston. Her other

three children did not live to reach maturity. Mrs. Motte died in 1815, at her plantation on the Santee.

The portrait here given is copied, by permission of the author, from Mrs. Ellet's Women of the Revolution.

The original is in the possession of Mrs. Motto's descendants.
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American Battery. Siege of Fort Motte. Lee's Expedient. Patriotism of Mrs. Motte.

(383), upon which he planted the six-pounder, in a position to rake the northern face of the

parapet of the fort, against which Lee prepared to approach. M'Pherson had no artille-

ry, and his safety depended upon timely extraneous aid, either from Camden or Ninety-

Six.

Between the height on which Lee was posted and Fort Motte is a narrow vale, which

allowed the assailants to approach within four hundred yards of the fort. From that vale

they began to advance by a jmrallel, which, by the assistance of some negroes from neigh-

boring plantations, was sufficiently advanced by the tentha to warrant the Amer-
*^'

icans in demanding a surrender. A flag was accordingly dispatched, with a

formal summons, but M-Pherson gallantly refused compliance. That evening, intelligence

of Rawdon's retreat from Camden toward Nelson's Ferry was communicated to the Ameri-

cans, and in the course of the night a courier from Greene confirmed the report. Delay

would be dangerous, for Rawdon, with his superior force, could easily repulse them. Early

on the morning of the eleventh, the light of his beacon-fires were seen on the high hills of

Santee, and that night their gleamings upon the highest ground of the country, opposite

Fort Motte, gave great joy to the beleagured garrison. To batter down the enemy's works

with the field-piece, or to approach by a trench, was too slow for the exigency of the case.

The fertile mind of Lee, full of expedients, suggested a quicker plan for dislodging the gar-

rison. The mansion of Mrs. Motte, in the center of the enemy's works, was covered with

shingles, now very dry, for no rain had fallen for several days, and the rays of the sun were

powerful. To communicate fire to this mansion was Lee's expedient. That officer had

enjoyed the hospitality of Mrs. Motte during the siege, and her only marriageable daughter

was then the wife of his friend. Major Thomas Pinckney. These circumstances made it a

painful duty for him to propose the destruction of her property. Her cheerful acquiescence,

and even patriotic desire to be able to serve her country by such a sacrifice, gave him joy
;

and, communicating his plan to Marion, they hastened to execute it. It was proposed to

hurl ignited combustibles upon the roof of the house, by arrows. These were prepared, when

Mrs. Motte, observing their inferiority, brought out a fine bow and a bundle of arrows which

had been brought from the East Indies, and presented them to Lee. On the morning of the

twelfth, a Lee sent Dr. Irvine, of his cavalry, with a flag, to state truly the rela-

*^' ' ' tive position of the belligerents ; that Rawdon had not yet crossed the Santee,

and that immediate surrender would save many lives. M'Pherson still refused compliance
;

and at meridian, when the ditch was advanced within bow-shot of the fort, several arrows

I'rom the hand of Nathan Savage, a private in Marion's brigade, winged their way, with

lighted torches, toward the house. Two struck the dry shingles, and instantly a bright flame

crept along the roof Soldiers were ordered up to knock ofT the shingle's and put out the

fire, when one or two shots from Marion's battery, raking the loft, drove them below.

M'Pherson hung out a white flag, the firing ceased, the flames were extinguished, and at

one o'clock the garrison surrendered themselves prisoners of war. By invitation of Mrs.

Motte, both the victorious and the captive officers partook of a sumptuous dinner from her

fable, while she presided with all the coolness and easy politeness for which she was remark-

able when surrounded by friends in the enjoyment of peace.'

' Lee's Memoirs, 229-32. Simm's Life of Marion, page 236, 239. In this siege Marion lo.st two of his

i)rave men, Sergeant M'Donald and Lieutenant Cruger. The British did not lose a man killed, and the

prisoners were all paroled. Colonel Horry, in his narrative, mentions some pleasing incidents which oc.

i-urred at the table of Mrs. Motte on this occasion. Among the prisoners was Captain Ferguson, an offi-

i-er of considerable reputation. Finding himself near Horry, Ferguson said, " You are Colonel Horry, I

presume, sir." Horry replied in the affirmative, when Ferguson continued, " Well, I was with Colonel

Watson when he fought your General Marion on Sam pit. I think I saw you there with a party of horse,

and also at Nelson's Ferry, when Marion surprised our party at the house. But," he continued, "I was

hid in hi^h "rass, and escaped. You were fortunate in your escape at Sampit, for Watson and Small had

twelve hundred men." "If so," replied Horry, " I certainly was fortunate, for I did not suppose they had

more than half that number." "I consider myself," added the captain, " equally fortunate in escaping at

Xelson's Old Field." " Truly you were," answered Horry drily, " for Marion had but thirty militia on

(hat occasion." The officers present could not suppress laughter. When Greene inquired of Horry how
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Rawdon's Retreat. Belleville. A Slave " Pass." Trial of a Slave. Columbia.

The prisoners were treated with great humanity, notwithstanding some of them were

Tories of a most obnoxious stamp. As soon as paroled, they were sent ofl to Lord Rawdon,

then crossing the Santee at Nelson's Ferry, near Eutaw Springs. The fall of Fort Motte

o-reatlv alarmed that officer, and two days afterward, -^ he blew up the fortifications ata J •> .... a May 14

Nelson's Ferry, and hastened toward Charleston. During the day of the capitulation,

Greene arrived with a small troop of cavalry, being anxious to know the result of the siege,

for he was aware Rawdon w^as hastening to the relief of the garrison.' Finding every thing

secure, he returned to his camp, then on the north side of the Congaree, after ordering Ma-

rion to proceed against Georgetown, toward the head of Winyaw Bay, near the coast, and

directing Lee with his legion, and Captain Finley with his six pounder, to attack Fort

Granby, thirty-two miles above Fort Motte, near the present city of Columbia. Thither

we will presently proceed.

About a mile eastward of Fort Motte is the residence of Charles Thomson, Esq., known

as Belleville. It was taken possession of, stockaded, and garrisoned by the Loyalists for a

while. The fine old mansion, which I am told exhibits many bullet-marks made by some

VVhio"S, who attacked a party of Tories stationed in the house, was owned by William

Thomson, who, next to Moultrie, was most conspicuous in the battle on Sullivan's Island,

at the entrance to Charleston harbor, in 1776. I intended to visit Belleville, but it was

so late when I had finished dinner with Mr. Love, that I was obliged to mount one of his

horses and hasten to the station to take passage for Columbia. While waiting for the cars,

the overseer of a plantation near requested me to write Si'pass for a sick female slave, whom
he was about to send to her master at Columbia for medical aid. Regardless of the pen-

alty,'' I wrote upon a card from my port-folio, " Pass Dido to Colujvibia, January 19, 1849.

J. Smoke." Two hours afterward I was there also, but did not again see the namesake of

the Queen of Carthage.

Columbia, the capital of South Carolina, is a fiue town, handsomely located upon a high

plain three or four miles in extent, a little below the junction of the Broad and Saluda

Rivers, where they form the Congaree. It was laid out in 1787, when the region around

it was very sparsely populated. The Legislature first met there in 1790. There was a

settlement on each side of the river, about two miles below, called Granby, which was a

point of departure for the wilderness of the Cherokee country. The climate is mild and

salubrious ; and Columbia promises to be, from its geographical and political situation, a

large inland city. It is the favored seat of learning in the state, the South, Carolina Col-

lege and Theological Heminarij of South Carolina and Georgia being located there.

The morning after my arrival in Columbia was very inclement. A cold drizzle, which

iced every thing out of doors, made me defer my visit to Fort Granby until noon, when,

seeing no prospect of abatement, I procured a conveyance, and crossing the great bridge over

he came to affront Captain Ferguson ; he answered, " He afTrontetl himself by telling his own story."—Hor-

ly's MS. Narrative, quoted by Simms, Life of Marion, p. 239.

' Some writers attribute Greene's piesence at Fort Motte on this occasion to other motives than here

represented. An unsalisfactory correspondence had recently taken place between Greene and Marion, the

former having blamed the latter for not furnishing- cavalry horses when in his power to do so. Marion,

eon.scious of liaving been eminently faithful, felt deeply wrongjed, and tendered the resignation of his com-

mission to Greene. The latter soon perceived the injustice of his suspicions, and took this, the first oppor-

tunity, for a personal interview to heal the wound.
- A slave found in the streets of a town after dark, without a pass, is liable to be locked in prison until

morninsr, and this was written to prevent such an occurrence. The laws of South Carolina inflict the pen-

alty of fine and imprisonment upon a person found guilty of writing a pass for a slave without authority.

I was informed of a curious circumstance connected with this fact, which occurred near Fort Motte, a few

days previous to my visit there. Two slaves, carpenters, had escaped from their home, and were found

near Camden with well-written passes or permits to find work, signed by the name of their master. Who
wrote the forged passes, was a question which puzzled the neighborhood. A mulatto on the plantation

was suspected, and, on being accused, confessed that he wrote them, having been secretly taught to write

by an overseer. A jury was called to try him for the oflense, but as the law did not contemplate the ability

of a slave to write, and as the term person did not apply to a negro, no punishment could be legally award-

ed. The jury simply recommended his master to flog him.
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Fort Granby and its Garrison. Mr. Friday and Colonel Maxwell. Capture of Fort Granby.

the Congaree. rode to the house of James Cacey, Esq., the

tion, two miles below.

FoKT Granbv.

Fort Granby" of the Revolu-

It is a strong frame building,

two stories in height, and stands upon an eminence

near the Charleston road, within three fourths of a

mile of Friday's Ferry, upon the Congaree. It over-

looks ancient Granby and the country around. Sev-

eral houses of the old village are there, but the soli-

tude of desolation prevails, for not a family remains.

Mr. Cacey was a hopeless invalid, yet he was able to

give me many interesting reminiscences connected with

that locality,' and I passed an hour very pleasantly

with him and his family.

The dwelling of Mr. Cacey was originally built by some gentlemen of Pine Tree (Cam-

den) as a store-house for cotton and other products of the country, whence they were sent

upon flat-boats down the river to the sea-board. When the chain of military posts from

Camden to Charleston was established, this building, eligibly located, was fortified, and called

Fort Granby. A ditch was digged around it ; a strong parapet was raised ; bastions were

formed ; batteries were arranged ; and an abatis was constructed. The garrison consisted

of three hundred and fifty men, chiefly Loyalists, with a few mounted Hessians, under the

command of Major Maxwell (a refugee from the eastern shore of Maryland), of the Prince

of Wales's regiment. He was neither brave nor experienced, and the want of these qual-

ities of the commandant being known to Lee, he felt no hesitation in attacking him in his

strong position. Detaching a small troop of cavalry, under Captain Armstrong, to watch

the movements of Rawdon, Lee pushed forward with his usual celerity, to the investment

of Fort Granby. Sumter, instead of joining Greene before Camden, had made a demon-

stration against Fort Granby, a few days before, but finding it too strong for his small arms,

had retired, and marched to attack the British post at Orangeburg, fifty miles below. Lee

arrived in the vicinity of the fort on the evening of the fourteenth of May, a the day

on which Sumter took possession of Orangeburg ; and in the edge of a wood, within

six hundred yards of the fort, he began the erection of a battery. A dense fog the next

morning enabled him to complete it, and mount the six pounder brought by Captain Finley

from Fort Motte, before they were discovered by the garrison. When the fog rolled away,

Captain Finley discharged his cannon, and, at the same moment, the legion infantry ad-

vanced, took an advantageous position, and opened a fire upon the enemy's pickets. This

sudden annunciation of the presence of an enemy, and his imposing display, alarmed Max-

well excessively, and he received Captain Eggleston, who was sent with a flag to demand a

surrender, with great respect. After a brief consultation with his officers, the major agreed

to surrender the fort, on condition that private property of every sort, without an investiga-

tion of title, should be left in the hands of its possessors ]'^ that the garrison sliould be per-

' Mr. Friday, the father-in-law of Mr. Cacey, and his brother, were the only Whi<is of that name in the

state, and often suffered insults from their Tory kinsman. Mr. Friday owned milLs at Granby, and also

a ferry called by his name ; and when the British fortilied that post, the garrison supplied themselves with

flour from his establishment. He gave the British the credit of dealing honorably, paying him liberally for

every thing they took from him-r-flour, poultry, cattle, &c. On one occa.sion, when called to the fort to

receive his pay, Major Maxwell, the commandant of the garrison, said to him, " Mr. Friday, 1 hope you are

as clever a fellow as those of your name who are with us." "No!" shouted his Tory uncle, who was

standinc: near, "he's a damned rebel, and I'll split him down!" at the same time rushing forward to ex-

ecute his brutal purpose. Colonel Maxwell protected the patriot, but dared not rebuke the savage, for fear

of offendinjr his Tory comrades. After the battle at Eutaw, Colonel Maxwell, and two or three other offi-

cers, passing through Granby, stopped one night at Mr. Friday's. Early in the morning. Maxwell said to

Mr. Friday, " You Dutchmen are celebrated for fine gardens ; let us go and look at yours." When a little

distance from the other officers, the colonel remarked, " Mr. Friday, you are a friend to your country. Re-

main so. We have not conquered it yet, and never will, and your name will yet be honoreii, while those

of your countrymen who are with us will be despised." I gladly record the patriotism of Mr. Friday, in

fulfillment of this prediction.

^ Lee says, in his Memoirs (page 234), that Maxwell, "zealous to fill his purse, rather than to gather
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Terms of Surrender. Greene's Army at Fort Granby. The Locality. Ninety-Six.

mitted to retire to Charleston as prisoners of war, until exchanged ; that the militia should

be held in the same manner as the regulars ; and that an escort, charged with the protection

of persons and propertj', should attend the prisoners to Rawdon's camp. Lieutenant-col-

onel Lee's practice was always to restore plundered property, when captured, to the right-

ful owners
;

yet, Imowing the danger of delay, with Rawdon so near, he acquiesced, on the

condition that all the horses fit for public service should be left. To this the mounted Hes-

sians objected, and the negotiations were suspended. During this suspense. Captain Arm-
strong arrived with the intelligence that Rawdon had crossed the Santee, and was moving

upon Fort Motte. Lee waved the exception ; the capitulation was signed, and before noon

Captain Rudulph raised the American flag on one of the bastions, and the captive garrison

marched, with its escort, for Rawdon's camp.' Among the spoils of victory were two pieces

of cannon, and a considerable quantity of ammunition, salt, and liquor. It was a glorious,

because almost a bloodless victory, for no life was lost.

On the surrender of the fort, Lee dispatched a messenger to Greene, who with great ex-

pedition had pressed forward, and was within a few miles of Friday's Ferry. He crossed

that ferry, and on the evening of the fifteentha encamped upon Ancram's plan-

tation, near the river, where the victors and the main army had a joyous meet-

ing. During the night a courier from Fort Motte announced the fact that Rawdon had re-

treated, after a day's march, toward that post, destroyed the works at Nelson's Ferry, and
was pushing on toward Charleston. Early in the morning another courier came with the

cheering intelligence of Sumter's success at Orangeburg, l) and the seventeenth of

May was a day of rejoicing by the little American army at Fort Granby.
'^^

Resting one day, General Greene moved toward Ninety-Six, which place he reached on

the twenty-second of May. In the mean while, he strengthened Lee's legion by the addi-

tion of some North Carolina levies under Major Eaton, and then directed him to hasten

toward Augusta, on the Savannah River, to join Pickens, who, with a body of militia, was
in the vicinity of that post. We will follow them presently.

The house of Mr. Cacey j'et bears many " honorable scars" made by the bullets of Lee's

infantry ; and in the gable toward the river, between the chimney and a window (indica-

ted by a black spot in the engraving), is an orifice, formed by the passage of a six-pound

ball from Finley's field-piece. In one of the rooms are numerous marks made by an ax

when cutting up meat for the use of the garrison ; and an old log barn near, which stood

within the intrenchments, has also many bullet scars.

I returned to Columbia at four o'clock, where I remained until Monday morning.

While at Columbia, I met a gentleman from Abbeville District, in the vicinity of old

Fort Ninety-Six. He informed me that the traveling was wretched, and quite dangerous

in that direction, and that nothing of Revolutionary interest worth visiting yet remained

at that military post, now the pleasant village of Cambridge, seventy-nine miles westward

of Columbia. He also informed me that a gentleman of Cambridge, who was familiar

with every historical event in his neighborhood, would cheerfully communicate all I could

possibly learn by a personal visit. Willing to avoid a long and tedious journey unless it

was necessary, I wrote to that gentleman, and by his kind and prompt compliance I am
furnished with all necessary details respecting the locality, together with the plan of the

fortification, printed on page 691. We will here consider the events which render Ninety-

Six historically famous.

Old Ninety-Six was so called because it was within ninety-six miles of the frontier fort,

Prince George, which was upon the Keowee River, in the present Pickens District. Its

locality is in the eastern part of Abbeville District, near the borders of Edgefield, and within

six miles of the Saluda River. No portion of the state sufiered more during the war than

military laurels, had, during his command, pursued his favorite object with considerable success, and held

with him in the fort, his gathered spoil." This fact accounts for the major's desire to have all private

property confirmed to its possessors "without investigation of title."

' The p-arrison had only sixty regulars (the Hessians) ; the remainder were Tory militia.
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Ninety Six Fortified. Its Garrison and Works. Capture of Fort Galphin. Tlie ' Galphiii ClHim."

the district around Niuety-Si.K. Like the neutral ground ia West Chester, New York, Whig
nor Tory could dwell there in peace, for armed bands of each were continually disturbing

the inhabitants, and in close proximity were the hostile Cherokees, ready, when they dared,

to scourge the settlers.

The little village of Ninety-Six was stockaded to defend it from the incursions of the In-

dians ; and when, after the fall of Charleston, the British established several posts in the in-

terior, its location and salubrity indicated it as an important point for a fortification. It

was in a position to maintain a communication with the Indians, keep in check the Whig

settlements west of it, and cover those of the Loyalists in other directions ; and it afforded

an excellent recruiting-station lor the concentration of Tory material in that quarter.

Ninety-Six was garrisoned by about five hundred and fifty Loyalists, three hundred and

fifty of whom were from New York and New Jersey,' and the remainder were South Car-

olina Tories, under Colonel King, the whole commanded by Lieutenant-colonel John Cruger,

a native of the city of New York. Cruger was an energetic officer, and possessed the en-

tire confidence of his superiors in the royal army. He did not receive instructions from

Pwawdon when that officer abandoned Camden, for Sumter cut off all communications; there-

fore, he had not prepared to evacuate Ninety-Six and join Colonel Browne at Augusta, as

liawdon desired him to do. When he learned that Greene was approaching Camden, he

began to strengthen his works ; and when informed that Lee, with his legion, had got between

him and the post at Augusta, and that Greene was approaching to besiege him, his garri-

son labored night and day still further to strengthen the defenses. Already he had built a

stockade fort on the borders of the village, in addition to a star redoubt. This was strength-

ened ; a parapet was raised ; a ditch was dug around it, and a covered way, communicating

with the palisaded village, was prepared. Block-houses, formed of notched logs, were erected

on the northeastern side of the village, near where a star redoubt was constructed. Before

Greene reached there, Cruger's energy and skill had so directed the efforts of the garrison,

under the superintendence of Lieutenant Haldane, one of Cornwallis's aids, that the place

presented an apparently insurmountable strength against the attacks of Greene's little army

of a thousand men.

In the mean while, Marion and Sumter were directed to keep watch between the Santee

and Edisto Rivers, and hold P^awdon in check, if he should attempt to march to the relief

of either Ninety-Six or Augusta, now menaced by the Americans ; while Lee, who left Fort

Granby, with his legion, in the evening after its capture, was scouring the country between

those two posts, and proceeding to form a junction with Pickens. Informed that quite a

large quantity of powder, balls, small arms, liquor, salt, blankets, and other articles, intend-

ed for the Indians, and much wanted by the Americans, were deposited at Fort Galphin

(sometimes called Fort Dreadnought), a small stockade at Silver Bluff, upon the Carolina

side of the Savannah, twelve miles below Augusta,^ he hastened thither to capture them.

On the morning of the twenty-first of May, a he reached the vicinity, and Captain

Uudulph, with some of the legion infantry, gallantly rushed upon the fort, while a

' Accordincf to M'Kenzie. in his Strictures on Tarleton's History, there were one hundred and fifty men
of Deiancey's battalion (Loyali.>sts of New York), and two hundred Jersey volunteers. Lieutenant-colonel

Cruger was Colonel Deiancey's son-in-law. Colonel Cruger died in London in 1807, aged sixty-nine.

His widow died at Chelsea, England, in 1822. at the age of seventy-eight years.

* The house of George Galphin, deputy superintendent of Indian afHtirs. inclosed within stockades, was

used for barracks, and as a store-house for various Indian supplies. The land is now owned by Ex-governor

Hammond, of South Carolina.

Previous to 1773, Galphin, by his dealings with the Creek Indian.s. had made them indebted to him in

the sum of §49,000. To secure the payment of this and other debts, the Creeks conveyed to the British

government, in 1773, a large tract of land lying within the present limits of Georgia. At the close of the

Revolution, this land belonged to that state, and to the local Legislature Galphin applied for the payment

of his claim. It was refused. In 1847, Milledge Galphin, surviving heir and executor of the Indian agent,

petitioned Congress for a payment of the claim, principal and interest ; and in 1850, the general government

allowed what the local government had pronounced illegal. The " Galphin claim" took a large sum from

our National Treasury, for interest had been accumulating for about seventy years.
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Plan of the Siege.

small body of militia attacked the frarrison from another quarter. With the loss of only

one man, the Ibrt, with all its contents, was captured by the Americans. After resting a

few hours, Lee ordered Major EgglesLoii, who was a Continental officer, to cross the Sa-

vannah, join bodies of militia in that neighborhood, proceed to Augusta with a flag, inform

Colonel Browne of the approach of Greene, and demand an instant surrender of Forts Corn-

wallis and Grierson, at that place. The events which followed will be detailed in another

chapter.

Greene arrived before Ninety-Six on the twenty-second of May, a- with less than one

thousand regulars' and a few undisciplined militia. He found quite a strong fort,

well situated. On tbe left of the village, in a

valley, was a spring and rivulet, which fur-

nished water to the garrison. On the western

side of this rivulet, upon an eminence, was a

stockade fort, and upon the other side, near the

village, was a ibrtified jail. These were to de-

fend the water of the rivulet, for none could be

had within the town. Eastward of the village

stood the principal work, a star redoubt, con-

sisting of sixteen angles, salient and re-enternig,

with a ditch and abatis, and furnished wilh

three pieces of cannon. Every thing was judi-

ciously arranged for defense, and Lieutenant-

colonel Cruger defied Greene when he ap-

peared.

Colonel Kosciuszko was with Greene, and

under his direction the besiegers began ap-

proaches by parallels. They broke ground

near the star redoubt on the evening of the

twenty-second. Perceiving this, Cruger placed his three cannons upon a platform, in that

direction, before noon the next day, and manned the parapet with infantry. Under cover

of these, a sally party, under Lieutenant Roney, rushed out upon the besiegers, drove the

guards back toward the lines, bayoneted all who fell in the way, destroyed the American

works as far as they had progressed, and carried off all of the intrenching tools. Lieuten-

ant Roney was mortally wounded, and that was all the loss the enemy sustained. All this

was accomplished with great gallantry, before a detachment sent by Greene to re-enforce

Kosciuszko, arrived upon the ground. Kosciuszko now commenced another approach to the

star redoubt. He broke ground on the night of the twenty-third, under cover of a ravine,

and day by day slowly approached the fortress. In the mean while, Pickens and Lee be-

sieged and captured Forts Cornwallis and Grierson at Augusta, and hastened to the assist-

ance of Greene. Lee arrived on the eighth of June, iJ and Pickens soon afterward

joined him. These active partisans were directed to attack the enemy's works on

' Colonel Williams, deputy adjutant general, in his returns stated them thus : Fit for duty, rank and file,

Maryland bri<rade, 427 ; Virginia ditto, 431
;
North Carolina battalion, 66

;
Delaware ditto [under Captain

Kirkwood], 60; in all, 984. The number of the militia is not mentioned.
^ This plan is from a sketch sent to me by James M. M'Cracken, Esq., of Cambridfje, South Carolina.

a indicates the spring, with a rivulet running from it ; 6, a stockade fort ; c, the old jail, whioh was also for-

tified ; d. the court-house ; c, star redoubt
; f, first mine, traces of which are yet visible

; g g g g, the be-

sieging encampments: h h h, stockades inclosing the village; ?', the covered way from the stockade fort to

the lines around the village.

Mr. M'Cracken observes, " The trees and shrubbery on the battle-ofround are considered by the inhabit-

ants too sacred to be molested. The land is now (1849) owned by John C. M"Gehee, of Madison county,

Florida. The present village of Cambridge is within a few hundred yards of the battle-ground, and the

road leading through it, north and south, is the great thoroughfare from Hamburg (opposite Augusta) to

Gi"eenville. I have three small cannons in my possession, one six and two four pounders, taken from the

enemy at the siege of Ninetj'-Six."

Plan of the Siege of Ninety-Six-S
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Rawdon informed of the Siege. His march toward Ninety-Six. Attempt to destroy the Stockade. Beale and Cunningham.

the west. They immediately commenced regular approaches to the stockade to cut off the

enemy's supply of water; and at a proper distance from it erected a battery to cover fur-

ther approaches, and planted a six pounder upon it, under the direction of Lieutenant Finn.

Cruger saw the inevitable destruction of the garrison when these parallels, made slowly,

day by day, should be completed. He had found means to inform Lord Rawdon of his crit-

ical situation, and hourly he expected aid from him. To gain time for this succor to arrive,

he made nightly sallies, and bloody encounters frequently occurred, while almost daily the

American foraging parties were attacked by bands of Tories.' Yet slowly and surely the

Americans approached ; and when the second parallel was completed, Greene sent Colonel

Williams to demand a surrender, with promises of kind treatment. Cruger promptly replied

that he should defend the fort till the last extremity, and regarded neither the threats nor

the promises of the American general. A battery, constructed in the second parallel, now

opened upon the redoubt, and under its cover Kosduszko pressed forward his approach with

vigor. On the eleventh, a Greene received a dispatch from Sumter, announcing
a June, 1781.

^^^ startling intelligence that on the third, a fleet arrived from Ireland with re-

enforcements for Rawdon, consisting of three regiments, a detachment from the Guards, and

a considerable body of volunteers, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Gould. Raw-

don had been anxiously awaiting at Monk's Corner, near Charleston, this propitious event.

He had heard of the fall of Fort Cornwallis at Augusta and the investment of Ninety-Six,

but with his small force, and Marion and Sumter before him, he dared not march to the

aid of Cruger. On the arrival of these troops, he repaired to Charleston, and on the sev-

enthb marched to the relief of Ninety-Six, with seventeen hundred foot and one hund-
'"'"^'

red and fifty horse. A few other troops from his camp at Monk's Corner joined him,

and with more than two thousand men he proceeded toward Orangeburg. Greene dis-

patched Pickens to the aid of Sumter, and ordered Marion from the lower country to join

them in retarding the advance of the royal army. They could do little to oppose him, and

Greene began to despair of reducing the garrison to submission before Rawdon's arrival.

The besiegers now deplored the fact that earlier attention had not been bestowed upon

attempts on the western side to deprive the garrison of water, and thus force a capitulation.

To this object the chief efforts were now directed, and the most effectual step to accomplish

it was to destroy the stockade. The method of approaches was too slow, and it was re-

solved to endeavor to burn it. A dark storm was gathering, and toward evening, covered

by its impending blackness, a sergeant and nine privates, with combustibles, cautiously ap-

proached, and lour of them gained the ditch. While in the act of applying the fire, they

were discovered. A volley of musketry was immediately opened upon them, and the ser-

geant and five of his party were killed ; the other four escaped. The attempt was unsuc-

cessful.

On the evening of the nineteenth, a countryman was seen riding along the American

lines south of the town, talking familiarly with officers and soldiers. It was a circumstance

too common to excite special notice. At length, reaching the great road leading directly

into the town, he put spurs to his horse, and, amid a storm of bullets, rode safely to the gate,

holding a letter in his raised hand. He was received with the greatest joy, for he was the

' Among the most active of these parties was the " Bloody Scout," under the notorious Bill Cunningham.

They hovered around the American camp like vultures, and picked off the patriots in detail. The most

active opponent of this scoundrel was William Beale, of Ninety-Six. He formed a scouting party of Whigs,

and soon they became a terror to the Tories. On one occasion, Cunningham and his party plundered the

house of Beale's mother, during his absence. On his return, Beale went in pursuit, and approaching Cun-

nin"ham, that marauder wheeled and fled. The race continued for almost three miles, when Cunningham

turned and with a pistol, shot Beale's horse dead. Beale retreated backward, daring the Tory to follow.

The latter, fearino- a Whi^ ambush, rode off. On another occasion, Cunningham and his party surrounded

a house where Beale and a Whig were stopping. They heard the approach of the Tories, when, rushing

to their horses and rattling their swords, Beale gave command as if to a troop. It was dark, and Cunning-

ham, who had thirteen men with him, fled in great haste. Cunningham was so mortified, when he learned

that they had been frightened away by a couple of Whigs, that he swore vengeance against Beale.

—

Letter

nf James M. M'Crarkcn, Esq
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Cruger advised ot'Rawdon's approach. Assault on the Star Redoubt. Capture of the Stockade. A bold Prisoner.

bearer of a dispatch from Lord Rawdon, announcing his approach with a large force. The
beleaguered garrison, almost on the point of surrendering (for this was the first intelligence

Cruger had received from Rawdon since his evacuation of Camden), were animated with

fresh hope, while the besiegers, aware of the approach of succor for the besieged, were nerved

to greater exertions. They completed their parallels, and commenced the erection of a

Mayham Tower,' from which to fire into the star redoubt. To guard against this advant-

age of height, Major Greene, the commander of the redoubt, piled bags of sand upon the

parapets. On the morning of the seventeenth, a general fire was opened upon the works,

and so eflectual was it upon the stockade and its vicinity, that the garrison was deprived

of water from the rivulet. Had this advantage been maintained, and Rawdon been delayed

thirty hours longer, Cruger mnst have surrendered.

Rawdon managed to elude the vigilance of Sumter, after passing Orangeburg, and novt

approached Ninety-Six. Greene perceived that he must either storm the works at once,

fight Rawdon, or retire. He determined upon the former ; and at noon on the

eighteenth, *i the Mayham Tower being completed, and two trenches and a mine ^ '

nearly let into the enemy's ditch, the center battery opened upon the star, as a signal for a

general attack. Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, of the first Virginia regiment, with a de-

tachment from the Maryland and Virginia brigades, led the attack on the left ; Lieutenant-

colonel Lee, with Kirkwood's Delawares, advanced on the right ; Lieutenants Duval, of

Maryland, and Selden, of Virginia, commanded the forlorn hope of Campbell ; and Captain

Rudulph that of Lee. Riflemen were stationed in the tower, fascines were constructed to

fill the ditch, and long poles, with iron hooks, Avere prepared to pull down the sand-bags

from the parapets. Campbell and Lee rushed to the assault simultaneously. Cruger re-

ceived the attack with firmness, and, from apertures between the sand-bags, Colonel Greene's

riflemen did great execution. Duval and Selden boldly entered the ditch, and commenced
pulling down the sand-bags. The parapet bristled with pikes and bayonets, yet they could

not reach the assailants. Rapidly the bags were disappearing in the ditch below, and

Campbell was pressing to ascend the parapet and fight hand to hand with the garrison,

when Captain French, of Delancey's corps, and Captain Campbell, of New Jersey, issued

from a sally-port of the star redoubt with a few men, and taking opposite directions in the

ditch, fiercely assailed Duval and Selden, at the same time, with bayonets. Terrible was
the conflict which followed. The brave patriots were assailed both in front and overhead,

yet they maintained their ground for some minutes. At length both leaders of the forlorn

hope were wounded, and the whole party retreated to the trenches.

While this bloody scene was transpiring at the star redoubt, one more successful effort

for the besiegers occurred at the stockade. Rudulph made his way into the fort, and the

enemy, with some prisoners,^ hastily retreated to the main works. This advantage Lee in-

tended to follow up, by entering the town, assailing the fortified jail, and then to assist in

reducing the star redoubt ; but General Greene, perceiving the slaughter in the ditch, and

desirous of saving his troops, ordered Lee to do nothing more than to hold the stockade he

had gained. Greene then sent a flag to Cruger. proposing a cessation of hostilities for the

purpose of burying the dead. Cruger refused, claiming that service for the victor, whoever

he might be. Believing the reduction of the post to be doubtful before the arrival of Raw-
don, and unwilling to encounter that general's superior force, Greene withdrew the detach-

ment from the stockade, and prepared for a general retreat. Thus ended the siege of

' For description of the Mayham Tower, and the origin of its name, see an account of the attack upon
Fort Watson, page 707.

* Mr. M'Crackenh-e ates, that among the prisoners in one of the redoubts was one named Benjamin Ed-
dins. Lieutenant-colonel Cruger frequently visited him, and often importuned him to eschew Republican-

ism and join the Briti.sh army. Eddins at length became tired of these importunities, and one day said to

Cruger, '" Sir, I am a prisoner in your power
;
you may cut out my heart (baring his bosom), or you may

drag my limbs and body asunder with ropes and horses ; all this will I endure rather than desert my coun-

try's flag." Charmed by his boldness and patriotism, Colonel Cruger replied, " Sir, you are too true a

rebel to remain here; you are liberated from this moment.''
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Raising of the Siege of Ninety-Six. Arrival of Rawdon. His pursuit of Greene. Movements of the two Armies.

Ninety-Six, which continued twenty-seven days. During this siege, the Americans lost

about one hundred and fifty men in killed, wounded, and missing. Captain Armstrong, of

the Maryland line, a most valuable officer, was shot through the head, during the assault

on the eighteenth, and fell dead. He was the only American officer who was killed. Cap-

tain Benson, also of the Maryland line, was severely wounded in the neck and shoulder.

The exact loss of the besieged was not reported.

.ijiini-20, On the evening of the nineteenth, Greene raised the siege, crossed the Saluda,

a

^~'^^- and rapidly retreated toward the Ennoree.' He had communicated to Sumter no-

tice of the events of the eighteenth, advised him of the route of his retreat, and ordered the

corps in his front, with the cavalry of Washington, to join him as speedily as possible.

On the morning of the twenty-first, Rawdon and his army reached Ninety-Six, and were

welcomed with every expression of joy. Cruger was greatly and justly applauded for his

gallant defense. On the same evening, when their mutual congratulations had ceased, and

his army, after forced marches for fourteen days, were rested, Rawdon started in pursuit of

Greene. He was eager to strike and utterly destroy or disperse his little army
;

regain the

various posts he had lost ; scatter the partisan forces of Marion and Sumter ;
revive the

hopes and energies of the Loyalists, and thus strengthen the power of Cornwallis, who at

this time was devastating Lower Virginia. Rawdon crossed the Saluda in quest of Greene

(who had now got beyond the Tyger, in Union District), and gained the banks of the En-

noree, where he acquired information which convinced him that further pursuit would be

useless, and with his wearied troops he returned to Ninety-Six.

When Greene heard of the retrograde movement of Rawdon, he halted, and ordered

Lieutenant-colonel Lee to follow the enemy with his corps, for the purpose of obtaining intel-

ligence. Greene had intended to retreat to Charlotte, but now his future movements de-

pended upon those of his adversary. Lee soon ascertained that Rawdon had determined to

abandon Ninety-Six, and to join a force under Colonel Stewart, whom he had ordered to

advance from Charleston to Friday's Ferry at Granby ; while Colonel Cruger, with his gar-

rison and those Loyalists, with their property, who might choose to follow, were to march

directly to Orangeburg. While Rawdon was thus preparing to abandon the upper coun-

try, Sumter intercepted a letter to that officer from Colonel Balfour at Charleston, inform-

ing him that he had recalled Stewart after he had commenced his march for Friday's Ferry.

This letter was sent to Greene, who immediately directed his hospital and heavy baggage,

then at Winnsborough, to be forwarded to Camden, while he prepared to pursue Pvawdon

with all his force He sent Lee to gain the front of the British army before it should

reach Friday's Ferry, and dispatched messages to Marion and Sumter, ordering them to

take a similar position.' Lee accomplished his purpose, and in a skirmish with a part of

' The wives of Lieutenant-colonel Cruger and Major Greene were at a farm-house in the neighborhood

of Ninety- Six when the American army arrived. General Greene .soon quieted their fear.s, and as they

preferred to remain where they were, to joining their husbands in the beleaguered town, he placed a guard

there to protect them. This kindness Mrs. Cruger reciprocated on the day when the Americans left, by

informing some light troops who had been out scouting, and were passinji by the farm-house toward the

post, of the termination of the siege and the direction taken by General Greene in his retreat. Without

this timely information, they would have been captured.

2 It is related that the message to Sumter from Greene was conveyed by Emily Geiger, the daughter of

a German planter in Fairfield District. He prepared a letter to Sumter, but none of his men appeared will-

ing to attempt the hazardous service, for the Tories were on the alert, as Rawdon was approaching the

Congaree. Greene was delighted by the boldness of a young girl, not more than eighteen years of age,

who°came forward and volunteered to carry the letter to Sumter. With his usual caution, he communi-

cated the contents of the letter to Emily, fearing .she might lose it on the way. The maiden mounted a

fleet horse, and crossing the Wateree at the Camden Ferry, pressed on toward Sumter's camp. Passing

through a dry swamp on the second day of her journey, she was intercepted by some Tory scouts. Com-

in<T from the direction of Greene's army, she was an object of suspicion, and was taken to a house on the

edge of the swamp, and confined in a room. With proper delicacy, they sent for a woman to search her

person. No sooner was she left alone, than she ate up Greene's letter piece by piece. After a while, the

matron arrived, made a careful search, but discovered nothing. With many apologies, Emily was allowed

i.i pursue her journey. She reached Sumter's camp, communicated Greene's message, and soon Rawdon
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(.'oura^'e aud Arrest of Emily Geiger. Rawdon foiled. Camp at Orangeburg. Greene on the Saiitee Hills.

his corps, under Captain E<r£rleston, a foraging party of fifty or sixty dragoons, witli some

wagons, were captured and sent to Greene's camp, then on the banks of the Saluda, near its

Arrest of Esiii-y Geiger.

junction with the Broad River at Columbia. Rawdon, not meeting vA-ith Stuart, and

ignorant of the cause of his delay, was baffled, and turning southward, pushed on toward

Orangeburg, unwilling now to encounter the Americans, for he had only a thousand men
with him. In the mean while, Stuart had again marched from Charleston ; and Marion

and Lieutenant-colonel Washington being engaged in retarding his progress, did not join

Lee until the morning of the tenth of July, when that officer and his corps were upon

Beaver Creek, in the present Lexington District.

Rawdon halted at Orangeburg, with the intention of establishing a post there, and await-

ing the arrival of Cruger and his Loyalists. Greene, advancing rapidly, approached that

place with a force now augmented to almost two thousand men, before the British general

had time properly to arrange his camp and cast up defenses. Rawdon's force, though in-

ferior to Greene's, was so strongly posted and furnished with artillery, that the latter was

unwilling to hazard an assault, particularly as Cruger was hourly expected at Orangeburg.

As the heat of the season was oppressive, provisions scarce, and sickness increasing among

his troops, he crossed the Congaree, and encamped upon the high hills of Santee, where salu-

brious air and excellent water soon restored the vigor of his army. Sumter, Marion, and Lee

were ordered to make rapid marches toward Charleston, beat up the British quarters at Dor-

chester and Monk's Corner, cut ofl' convoys between Rawdon and the capital, and then join

the main army upon the Santee Hills. Here we will leave the belligerents for the present.

I left Columbia at seven o'clock on Monday morning, =1 and was at Orangeburg, ^j^^^, „3

fifty-one miles distant, at half past nine. The weather was delightful. A dreamy i*^^-

haziness was in the atmosphere, and the air was as mild as early June. Leaving my bag-

gage at the rail-way station, I strolled over that village and vicinity, for an hour, with a gen-

tleman from Columbia, who was familiar with its historical localities. The village (which

was flying before the Americans toward Orangeburg. Ennily Geiger afterward married Mr. Thurwits, a

rich planter on the Congaree. The picture of her capture, here given, I copied from the original painting

1)V Flagg, in possession of Stacy G. Potts, Esq., of Trenton, New Jersey.
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Orangeburg. Old Court-house. Orangeburg taken by Sumter. Sumter and Lee. Rawdon's Departure

was settled as early as 1735) is beautifully situated upon a gently-rolling plain, near the

banks of the Edisto (which is here skirted with swamps), and contains about four hundred

inhabitants. There are several elegant dwellings standing upon each side of the broad

street extending from the rail-way to the heart of the village, all shaded by lofty trees. It

is about eighty miles west of Charleston, and being the seat of justice, is the largest town in

Oiange Distiict It has a handsome court-house and jail, and is regularly laid out. The
old jail, which the British fortified while they occupied the place, M'as

^^^1^ built oi buck, in 1770, and stood upon the crown of the gentle hill, a few
" ' \aid'5 noilhuest of the old courthouse (represented in the picture),

'^-Zj--^^ which is yet standing. The court-house is a

frame building, and was used for a blacksmith's

shop when I was there. The two trees seen on

the left are venerable Pride-of-Indias, choice

shade-trees of the South. This edifice exhibited

several bullet-marks, the efiect of Sumter's assault

..^ss-'^^i^^^^"^ ''^ 1781. After sketching this—the only remain-

ing relic of the Revolution at Oranjreburg;, except
1 HE Old Ci;uiiTnousE. ^

. - ,
D c r

some vestiges of the works cast up by Rawdon,
half a mile westward, near the Edisto—I hired a horse and gig to visit Eutaw Springs,

about forty miles distant, near the south bank of the San tee. It was with great difficulty

that I could ascertain their probable distance from Orangeburg ; and the person from whom
I procured a conveyance supposed it to be twenty-five or thirty miles. His price was de-

termined by the distance, and he was agreeably surprised, on my return, to learn that I had

traveled eighty miles. Before departing on this journey, let us consider for a moment the

Revolutionary events which distinguish Orangeburg.

Orangeburg was one of the chain of military posts established by the British after the

fall of Charleston. '1 The jail was fortified and garrisoned by about seventy
a May, 1T80. .... , ,

, o i 7- • • V. .r.

militia and a dozen regulars. feumter, when marchmg to join (jreene at Cam-
den, according to orders, conceived a plan for capturing Fort Gi'anby, and therefore did not

re-enforce his general. He began the siege successfully, when, learning the fact that Raw-
don had ordered the evacuation of Orangeburg, he left Colonel Taylor, with a strong party,

to maintain the siege of Fort Granby, while he should strike the garrison at the former place,

before it should retire. By a rapid march he reached Orangeburg on the morning of the

eleventh of Mav.'' and, after one or two volleys, the garrison surrendered themselves
b 1780 J ' J ' ID

unconditional prisoners of war. Paroling his prisoners, Sumter hastened toward Fort

Granby ; but before his arrival, Lee had invested and reduced it, allowing, as we have seen

(page 689), the most favorable terms. Sumter was incensed at the conduct of Lee, for he

felt that he had not only snatched from him the laurels he had almost won, but that he

had hastened the capitulation, and allowed favorable terms, in order to accomplish the sur-

render before Sumter could arrive. No doubt the garrison would have surrendered uncon-

ditionally, if besieged a day or two longer. Sumter sent an indignant letter of complaint to

Greene, inclosing his commission. Greene, knowing his worth, returned it to him with

many expressions of regard, and Sumter, sacrificing private resentment for the good of the

cause, remained in the army.

On the day after Rawdon's arrival at Orangeburg, he was joined by Lieutenant-colonel

Stewart, with the third regiment from Ireland, called the Bufls, whom Rawdon had ordered

from Charleston. The retirement of Greene to the high hills of Santee, and the rendez-

vous there of the several corps of Marion, Sumter, and Lee, indicating a present cessation

of hostilities. Lord Rawdon proceeded to Charleston, and embarked for Europe, for the pur-

pose of recruiting his health.' The command of all the troops in the field now devolved

' While Rawdon was in Charleston preparing to sail for Europe, the execution of Colonel Hayne oc-

curred. This foul stain upon the character of Rawdon and Colonel Balfour, the commandant at Charles-

ton, we sL.tU consider hereafter.
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Movements of the two Armies toward Eutaw. Journey thither. Four-hole Swamp. General Sumner.

upon Colonel Stuart. That officer soon left Orangeburg, and, moving forward, encamped

upon the Congaree, near its junction with the Wateree. The two armies were only six-

teen miles apart by air line, but two rivers rolled between, and they could not meet without

making a circuit of seventy miles. Stuart's foraging parties soon spread over the country.

Marion was detached toward the Combahee Ferry, and Washington went across the Wa-
teree to disperse them. Many brisk skirmishes ensued. In the mean time, Greene was

re-enfbrced by a brigade of Continental troops from North Carolina, under General Sumner.'

Intent upon the recovery of South Carolina, he determined, with his augmented strength, to

attack the enemy. He left the Santee Hills on the twenty-second of August,* with
^

about twenty-six hundred ,men (only sixteen hundred of whom were fit for active

service), crossed the Wateree at the Camden Ferry, and made rapid marches to Friday's

Ferry, on the Congaree. There he was joined by General Pickens, with the militia of

Ninety-Six, and a body of South Carolina state troops recently organized, under Colonel

Henderson. On hearing of Greene's approach, Stuart decamped from Orangeburg, and

pitched his tents at Eutaw Springs, forty miles below, vigorously pursued by the Americans.

Thither let us proceed, where we shall meet the two armies in terrible conflict.

I left Orangeburg for Eutaw Springs at eleven o'clock. b The day was so warm b jan. 26,

that the shade of the pine forests was very refreshing. My horse was fleet, the '^^ "

gig light, the road level and generally fine, and at sunset I arrived at the house of Mr.

Avinger (Vances's Ferry post-office), thirty miles distant. About fourteen miles from Or-

angeburg I crossed the Four-hole Swamp, ^ upon a narrow causeway of logs and three

bridges. The distance is about a mile, and a gloomier place can not well be imagined.

On either side was a dense undergrowth of shrubs, closely interlaced with vines
;
and above,

draped with moss, towered lofty cypresses and gums. At two o'clock I passed one of those

primitive school-houses, built of logs (for portrait, see next page), which the traveler meets

occasionally in the South. It stood in the edge of a wood, and in front was a fine Pride-

of- India- Tree, under which the teacher sat listening to the efi'orts of half a dozen children

in the science of orthography. The country is very sparsely populated, and many of the

children, living four or five miles away from the school-house, are conveyed on horseback by

the negro servants. I stopped a moment in conversation with the pedagogue, who was a

Vermonter, one of those New England people described by Halleck as

" Wandering through the Southern countries, teaching

The ABC from Webster'.s Spelling-book
;

Gallant and godly, making love and preaching."

He appeared satisfied with his success in each vocation, and hinted that the daughter of a

' Althoudh the name of General Jethro Sumner does not appear very conspicuous in the general histories

of the War for Independence, his services in the Southern campaigns were well appreciated by his peers

and compatriots in the field. He was a native of Virginia, and as early as 1760 his merits caused him to

be appointed a paymaster in the provincial army -of that state, and commander of Fort Cumberland. In

1776, he lived in North Carolina, was appointed colonel of a regiment of Continental troops, and joined the

army at the North, under Washington. He went South with General Gates, and was in the battle at Sander's

Creek (Camden) when the Americans were defeated. He
was actively engaged when Greene took command of the

^ l^^^C/yT^'Tn <^'Tj0'r*^^ army, and continued in North Carolina until he marched to

f^"^
'

re-enforce Greene upon the High Hills of Santee. When

Greene heard of the abduction of Governor Burke, after the battle at Eutaw, in which Sumner was en-

gaged, he sent that officer into North Carolina to awe the Tories and encourage the Whigs. After the

war, General Sumner married a wealthy widow at Newborn. He died in Warren county, North Carolina,

and was buried near old Shocco Chapel, and Bute old Court House. The following inscription is upon his

tomb-stone : '"To the memory of General Jethro Sumner, one of the heroes of '76."—See Wheeler's

History of North Carolina, page 425.
* This swamp derives its name from the fact that the deep and sluggish stream, a branch of the South

Edisto, which it skirts, disappears from the surface four times within this morass. Plunging into one pit,

the water boils up from the next ; disappearing again in the third, it reappears in the fourth, and then

courses its way to the Edisto. These pits are about half a mile apart, and are filled with remarkably fine

fish which may be taken with a hook and line at the depth of thirty feet.

II. Y Y
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A Yankee Schoolmaster. Road to Eutaw. Locality and Appearance of the Springs.

A bouTHEBN School house.

neighboring planter had promised him her heart and hand. When obtained, he intended

to cultivate cotton

and maize, instead

of the dull intel-

lects of other peo-

ple's children.

I passed the night

at Mr. Avinger's,

and very early in

the morning depart-

ed for Eutaw, ten

miles distant. I

was now upon the

Congaree road, and
*^ -^ found the traveling

somewhat heavier

than upon ways less used. About three miles from Avinger's, I passed Burdell's planta-

tion, where the American army encamped the night before the battle of Eutaw. It was

another glorious morning, and at sunrise I was greeted with the whistle of the quail, the

drum of the partridge, the sweet notes of the robin and blue-bird, and the querulous cadences

of the cat-bird, all summer tenants of our Northern forests. They appeared each to carol

a brief matin hymn at sunrise, and were silent the remainder of the day. I saw several

mocking-birds, but they flitted about in silence, taking lessons, I suppose, from their North-

ern friends, to be sung during their absence.

" Winged mimic of the woods ! thou motley fool

!

Who shall thy gay buffoonery describe '?

Thine ever ready notes of ridicule

Pursue thy fellows still with jest and gibe :

Wit, sophist, songster, Yorick of thy tribe,

Thou sportive satirist of Nature's school
!"

Richard Henry Wilde.

Occasionally a wild turkey would start from a branch, or a filthy buzzard alight by the

wayside, until, as I came suddenly upon a water-course, a wild fawn that stood lapping from

the clear stream wheeled and bounded away among the evergreens of the wood.

At about eight o'clock, I arrived at the elegant mansion of William Sinkler, Esq., upon

whose plaHtation are the celebrated Eutaw Springs. It stands in the midst of noble shade-

trees, half a mile from the high-way, and is approached by a lane fringed with every vari-

ety of evergreen tree and shrub which beautify Southern scenery in winter. I was courte-

ously received by the proprietor ; and when the object of my visit was made known, he or-

dered his horse and accompanied me to the springs and the field of battle, which are about

half a mile eastward of his mansion. The springs present a curious spectacle, being really

but the first and second apparition of the same subterranean stream. They are a few rods

north of the forks of the Canal and the Monk's Corner roads, at the head of a shallow

ravine. The first spring is at the foot of a hill, twenty or thirty feet in height. The wa-

ter bubbles up, cold, limpid, and sparkling, in large volumes, from two or three orifices, into

a*basin of rock-marl, and, flowing fifty or sixty yards, descends, rushing and foaming, into a

cavern beneath a high ridge of marl' covered with alluvium and forest-trees. After trav-

ersing its subterraneous way some thirty rods, it reappears upon the other side, where it is a

broader stream, and flows gently over a smooth rocky bed toward the Santee, its course

marked by tall cypresses, draped with moss. The whole length of the Eutaw Creek, in all

its windings, is only about two miles. Where it first bubbles from the earth there is sufii-

^ This marl appears to be a concretion of oyster-shells, and is said to be an excellent fertilizer when

crushed to powder. In this vicinity, many bones of monsters, like the mastodon, have been found.
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Remains of the " Citadel" at Eutaw. Greene joined by Marion. American Encampment before the Battle. Captain Coffin.

EuTAW Spring.'

cient volume to turn a large mill-wheel, but

the fountain is so near the level of the San-

tee at Nelson's Ferry, where the Eutaw en-

ters, that no fall can be obtained ; on the

contrary, when the Santee is filled to the

brim, the waters flow back to the springs.

Just at the forks of the road, on the side

toward the springs, was a clump of trees

and shrubbery, which marked the spot where

stood a strong brick house, famous as the

citadel of the British camp, and a retreat

for some of the warriors in the conflict at

Eutaw. Nothing of it now remains but

the foundation, and a few broken bricks scat-

tered among some plum-trees. Let us sit

down here, in the shadow of a cypress, by

the bubbling spring, and consider the event

when human blood tinged the clear waters

of the Eutaw, where patriots fought and

died for a holy principle.

" They saw their injured country's woe
;

The flaming town, the wasted field
;

Then marched to meet the insulting foe

;

They took the spear, but left the shield

!

Led by thy conquering standards, Greene,

The Britons they compelled to fly

:

None distant viewed the fatal plain,

None grieved in such a cause to die
;

But, like the Parthians, famed of old,

Who, flying, still their arrovi-s threw

;

These routed Britons, full as bold,

Retreated, and retreating, slew.

—

Ph:lip Freneau.

At Orangeburg, General Greene was informed that Stuart had been re-enforced by a

corps of cavalry, under Brevet-major John Coffin^ (whose real rank was captain), which

Rawdon had formed on his arrival at Charleston. He immediately issued an order^ ^ sept.4.

for Marion (who was then, with his command, scouring the country toward the Edis- i'''si-

to, in rescuing Colonel Harden from the toils of Major Eraser) to join him, and then pressed

forward toward Eutaw. Marion, by a forced night march, reached Laurens's plantation,^ a

few miles from Eutaw, in advance of the American army, on the fifth. In the mean while.

Greene's army slowly approached the British camp, preceded by Lee's legion and Hender-

son's South Carolina corps. The main army reached Burdell's plantation, on the Congaree

road, within seven miles of EutaAv, on the afternoon of the seventh, i^ and there it

encamped for the night.
b Sept., 1781.

' This is a view of the reappearance of the stream (or lower spring) from the marl ridge thirty feet in

height. These springs are in Charleston District, near the Orangeburg line, about sixty miles northwest

of Charleston. It is probable that a subterranean stream here first finds its way to the surface of the earth.

^ John Coffin was a native of Boston, and brother of Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin, of the Royal Navy. He

accompanied the British army in the action on Breed's Hill. He soon obtained a commission, rose to the

rank of captain in the Orange Rangers, and finally, effecting an exchange into the New York Volunteers,

went with that corps to Georgia in 1778. In the campaigns of 1779 and 1780, his conduct won the ad-

miration of his superiors. His behavior in the battle of Eutaw attracted the attention of Greene and his

oflScers. He retired to New Brunswick at the close of the contest. In the war of 1812, he commanded

a regiment. He filled several civil offices in the province until 1828, when he retired from public life. He

had been a member of the Assembly, chief magistrate of King's county, and a member of the council. He

died at his seat in King's county in 1838, at the age of eighty-seven years. He held the rank of lieuten-

ant general at the time of his death.—Sabine's Lives of the Loyalists.

3 This plantation belonged to Henry Laurens, who was one of the presidents of the Continental Congress-
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Deserters. Stuart's fancied Security. Arrangement of the Americans for Battle. Colonel William Polk.

While the Americans were reposing, two men of Sumner's North Carolina conscripts de-

serted to the British lines, and gave Colonel Stuart the first intimation of the close proximity

of the Republican army. Stuart regarded them as spies, and would not listen to their in-

formation, for his scouts, who were out upon the Congaree road the day before, brought him no

intelligence of the approach of Greene. His feelings of security were not disturbed by the

deserters, and he sent out his foraging parties in the morning, a as usual, to collect

^^''
' vegetables. Prudence, however, dictated caution, and he detached Captain Coffin,

with his cavalry, as a corps of observation, and, if necessary, to call in the foraging parties.

At dawn on the morning of the eighth, the Americans moved from Burdell's in two

columns, each composed of the troops intended to form the respective lines of battle. Greene's

whole force, according to Lee,' amounted to twenty-three hundred men, of whom the Con-

tinentals, horse, foot, and artillery, numbered about sixteen hundred. The front ox first line

was composed of four small battalions of militia—two of North, and two of South Carolini-

ans. One of the South Carolinians was under the immediate command of Brigadier Mari-

y ^ on, who commanded the whole front line. The two North Car-

{^PiyC^^AXA-.'-'CiJ^ olina battalions, under the command of Colonel Malmedy, were

t^::::::::^^
^ posted in the center ; and the other South Carolina battalion, un-

der the command of General Pickens, was placed on the left. The second line consisted

of three small brigades of Continental troops, one each from North Carolina, Virginia, and

Maryland. The North Carolinians were formed into three battalions, under the command

of Lieutenant -colonel eral, and were posted on

Ashe, and Majors Arm- mM)^^^ ^^^ ^^^*' ^'^"^^"^"^"

strong and Blount; the J^^^^m colonel Lee, with his le-

whole commanded by W '^ gion, covered the right

General Sumner, and
mtk- ^^ W ^^"'^

'
^"'^ Lieutenant-

posted on the right. ^| jS colonel Henderson, with

The Virginians consist- ^A^.. «W *^® ^^^^® troops, corn-

ed of two battalions, i^^ / A ^^ manded by Lieutenant-

commanded by Major ^^^^^ Jm ^^ colonels Polk,' Wade

Snead and Captain Ed- "^ ^^ jSgf m^j^^^ Hampton, and Middle-

monds, and the whole ^i^^^XmBBH^k ^*'"' ^^^ ^^^^' •'^^^"^^"'

by Lieutenant -colonel JII^^^^H^hIHI^^ ant - colonel Washing-

Campbell, and were ^mK^^S^^S^^^ ^°^' ^^'^^ ^'^ ^^o'c^e, and

posted in the center. /^^^^HO^^^^^^^ the Delaware troops, un-

The Marylanders also ' ^^^^^^^^^^P' ^^^ Captain Kirkwood,

consisted of two bat- F" ^^P^-- formed a reserve corps,

talions, commanded by
~^

"^ '"IW^
" Two three pounders, un-

Lieutenant-colonel Howard and /. /^ / / ^^^ Captain-lieutenant Gaines,

Major Hardman, the whole bri- /iJAl^/f'iyf/l/^ advanced with the front line,

gade by Colonel Otho H. Will- ///y//f/^/^J/i^ ^"^ ^^^ ^'^®^' ""^^^ Captain

iams, the deputy adjutant gen- ^f ' ^l^(^(y i/ i^ /^ Brown, with the second. The

legion and the State troops formed the advance.

* Memoirs, 33L See. also, Greene's Dispatch to the President of Congress, September 11, 1781.

2 William Polk, son of Colonel Thomas Polk, of Mecklenburg, North Carolina, was born in that county

in 1759. He was present at the celebrated Mecklenburg convention, in May, 1775. He joined the army

early in 1777, and went to the North with General Nash, who was killed at Germantown. He was in the

battles on the Brandywine and at Germantown, and was wounded at the latter place. He went South

with General Gates, and was with him in the battle at Sander's Creek, near Camden. He was with Greene

at Guilford and Eutaw. In the latter battle he received a wound, the eflfects of which he felt until his

death. At the close of the war, he returned to Charlotte, his native place, and in 1787 represented his

county in the North Carolina Lejiislature. He subsequently removed to Raleigh, where he resided until

his death. In 1812, President Madison offered him the commission of a brigadier, but, being opposed to

the war, he declined the honor. He died on the fourteenth of January, 1835, in the seventy-sixth year of his

age. Colonel Polk was the last surviving field officer of the North Carolina line. Bishop Leonidas Polk,

of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Louisiana, and General Thomas G. Polk, of Mississippi, are his sons.
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Arrangement of the British Forces. The Citadel. Skirmiahes. Commencement of the Battle at Eutaw.

The British army, under Stuart, at Eutaw, was drawn up in a line extending- from the

Eutaw Creek, north of the Congaree or Charleston road, near Mr. Sinkler's mansion, across

that high-way and the road leading to Roche's plantation, an eighth of a mile southward.

The Irish Buffs (third regiment) formed the right ; Lieutenant-colonel Cruger's Loyalists the

center ; and the 63d and 64th veteran regiments the left. Near the creek was a flank bat-

talion of grenadiers and infantry, under Major Majoribanks. These were partially covered

and concealed by a thicket on the bank of the stream. To the cavalry of Coffin, and a

detachment of infantry held in reserve in the rear, were assigned the support of the left.

The artillery was distributed along the front of the line. About fifty yards in the rear of

the British line, at the forks of the present Canal and Monk's Corner roads, was a cleared

field. There was their camp, and so certain was Stuart of victory, that he left his tents all

standing. Close by the road was a two-story brick house (mentioned on page 699), with

servant's huts around it. This was palisaded, and so likewise was the garden, extending

to the Eutaw Creek.' This house was intended as a citadel if their line should be forced

back. Such was the situation of the two armies at sunrise on the morning of the eighth

of September, 17S1.

At about eight o'clock, when the Americans were within four miles of Eutaw, Lee fell

in with Captain Coffin, who was acting as an escort for a foraging party of about four

hundred men. Ignorant of the proximity of the main army of Greene, Coffin attacked

Armstrong, who led Lee's advance. Armstrong fell back to the van, and Lee and Hen-
derson received the assault with spirit. A severe skirmish ensued, when Lee's cavalry, un-

der Major Eggleston, gained Coffin's flank, and attacked him in the rear. The firing drew
out the foraging party into the road, when the whole fled precipitately, pursued by Lee's dra-

goons. Many of Coffin's infantry were killed, and the captain and forty men were made pris-

oners. Some of the cavalry were also slain, and many of the foraging party were captured.

This little success inspirited the Americans, and they pushed forward with vigor. Withia
a mile of the British camp they encountered another detachment of the enemy, whom Stu-

art had sent out to aid Coffin and the foragers. It was a surprise for both. While the

British fell back a little, Greene quickly prepared for battle, and, pressing forward, the action

commenced with spirit in the road and fields, very near the present entrance gate to the seat

of Mr. Sinkler. The enemy's cannon swept the road with a destructive fire until Colonel

Williams brought up the artillery of Gaines, in full gallop, and returned their fire with se-

vere effect. The British detachments soon yielded and fell back to their lines, dividing

right and left, and taking position on the flanks. The Americans, with their line extended

on either side of the road, continued to advance, and at a little past nine opened a sharp

fire with musketry and artillery upon the British line. The latter received the attack with

great gallantry, and a bloody conflict ensued. The artillery of both parties played inces-

santly, and a continual fire ran from flank to flank, along the whole line of the militia, while

it continued to advance. Stuart was now fully convinced that Greene and his whole army
were upon him, and every portion of his line was brought into action. In the mean while,

Lee's legion infantry were warmly engaged with the veteran 63d of the enemy, when the

64th advanced with a part of the center and fell furiously upon Malmedy and his corps.

They soon yielded to the pressure, and the enemy's left pushed forward. Now the corps,

under Henderson, sustained not only the fire of the British right, but also of the flank bat-

talion, under Majoribanks. At this moment one of the British field pieces was disabled.

and both of Gaines's three pounders were dismounted. Yet the militia, even when unsup-

ported by artillery, fought with all the skill and bravery of veterans. They faced the storm

of grape-shot and bullets until they had fired seventeen rounds, when the 64th and center,

•who had borne down Malmedy, pressed so powerfully upon inferior numbers, that the militia

gave way, while Lee and Henderson continued fighting manfully upon the wings of the

retiring patriots.

Stuart's dispatch to Lord Cornwallis, September 9th, 1781 : Sledman, ii., 378; Lee, 333.
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Greene now ordered up the second line, under General Sumner, to fill the space occupied

by the militia. At the same time, the British reserved infantry were brought into action,

and these fresh troops fought each other desperately. Colonel Henderson received a wound
that disabled him, and temporary confusion ensued. Order was soon restored by Hamilton,

Polk, and Middleton ; but Sumner's brigade, which was composed chiefly of recruits from the

militia, gave way before the fire of superior numbers, and retreated in much confusion. The
British pursued so eagerly that their ranks became disordered. The vigilant eye of Greene

perceived this, and he instantly issued the order, " Let Williams advance and sweep the

field with bayonets." Like a full-winged storm, pregnant with destruction, the Virginians

and Marylanders advanced, the former led by Colonel Campbell, the latter by Colonel Will-

iams. When within forty yards of the British, these Continentals delivered their fire, and

the whole second line of the Americans rushed forward, with trailed arms and loud shouts,

to a bayonet charge. The confusion of the British was increased by this blow ; and as the

smoke rolled away and exposed their broken lines. Captain Rudulph, of Lee's legion, wheeled

upon its flank, and swept down
many with an enfilading fire. In

the mean while, a corps of Ma-
rylanders, under Howard, were

closely contending with the Buffs

;

so close that some of the combatants were mutually transfixed with bayonets. The Ma-
rylanders, under Williams, with the Virginians, now pressed upon the British right and center

so furiou.sly that the line gave way, and they retreated in confusion. Loud arose a shout of

victory from the Americans ; but there was, at the same time, occasion for a voice of wail.

In the shock which scattered the British line. Colonel Campbell fell, mortally wounded. In-

formed of the rout of the enemy, he exclaimed, with a faltering voice, like Wolfe at Quebec,

" I die contented I" and expired.

When the second line advanced, Majoribanks was ordered to the conflict, and terribly

annoyed the American flank. Colonel Washington, with the reserve, and Colonel Wade
Hampton, with his corps, were directed to dislodge him. The thicket behind which Majori-

banks was covered was impervious to cavalry. Washington perceived a small space be-

tween him and Eutaw Creek, and determined, by a quick movement, to gain his rear at that

point. Without waiting for Hampton, he divided his cavalry into sections, and, ordering

them to wheel to the left, attempted this bold enterprise. It was a fatal step to many of

his brave horsemen, for they were brought within range of the enemy's fire. A terrible

volley from behind the thicket rolled many horses and their riders in the dust. They laid

strewn upon the ground in every direction. Lieutenant Stuart, of Maryland, who commanded

the first section, was badly wounded, and many of his corps were killed or maimed. Lieu-

tenants Simmons and King were also wounded. Washington's horse was shot dead under

him, and as he fell himself, he was cruelly bayoneted. A moment more, and he would have

been sacrificed. A British officer kindly interposed, saved his life, and made him prisoner.

Of his whole cavalry corps, one half were killed or wounded, with all the officers except two.

Hampton, in the mean time, covered and collected the scattered cavalry ; and Kirkwood,

with his Delawares, fell upon Majoribanks. The whole British line were now retreating,

and Majoribanks fell back to cover the movement. They abandoned their camp, destroyed

their stores, and many fled precipitately along the Charleston road ; while some rushed for

immediate safety into the brick house near the great springs. Majoribanks halted behind

the palisades of the garden, with his right upon Eutaw Creek ; and Captain Coffin, with

his cavalry, took post in the road below, to cover the British left. During the retreat, the

Americans captured more than three hundred prisoners and two pieces of cannon. Upon

one of these field pieces. Lieutenant Duval, who fought so bravely in the fosse of the star re-

doubt at Ninety-Six (see page 693), leaped, and, taking off" his hat, gave three hearty cheers.

A bullet from a retreating soldier brought him to the ground, and he expired, within half

an hour afterward.
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Although a large portion of the British had retreated, yet the victory was far from com-

plete. Majoribanks was at the garden ; a large number of Cruger's New York Volunteers,

under Major Sheridan, were in the brick house ; and Stuart was rallying the fugitives in con-

siderable lorce a little below, on the Charleston road. The American soldiers, considering

the conflict over, could not be made to think otherwise by their officers ;
and instead of dis-

lodging Majoribanks, and pursuing the enemy far away from his camp, they stopped to plun-

der°the stores, drink the liquors, and eat the provisions found in the tents. Many became

intoxicated ; and others, by over-indulgence in eating, and drinking cold water (for the day

was very warm), were disabled Irretrievable confusion followed ;
and before order could

be restored, the British were forming to regain their lost advantage. A heavy fire was

poured from the house upon the Americans in the British camp, and at the same time Ma-

joribanks moved from his covert upon the right, and Coffin upon the left of the disordered

Americans.

Fortunately, Lee and his legion had not been tempted to indulge in the sensualities of

the camp ; and so closely had they followed upon those who fled to the house, that the fu-

gitives prevented the entrance of the Americans only by shutting the doors upon them. By

so doing, several of their own number were shut out, among whom were two or three offi-

cers. Those of the legion who had followed to the door seized each a prisoner, and inter-

posing him as a shield, retreated back beyond the fire from the windows.' The two six

pounders belonging to the second line were now brought to bear upon the house, but, being

in range of a swivel in the second story, and of the muskets, a large portion of the artillery-

men were soon killed or wounded, and they were obliged to withdraw the cannons. At the

same time, Coffin was advancing on the left. He had fallen upon Captain Eggleston, and

drove him back, and was about to attack those who yet lingered among the British tents,

when Colonel Hampton, who had been ordered up to the support of Eggleston, charged upon

him so vigorously that he was compelled to retreat. The legion cavalry pursued with so

much eagerness that they were in front of Majoribanks, and received a murderous volley

from his ranks before they were aware of danger. A great number fell, and the remainder

were thrown into confusion. Majoribanks perceived this, sallied out, seized the two field-

pieces, and ran them under the windows of the house. One of these was soon rescued by

Lieutenant Gaines, and remained with the Americans, a trophy of victory.

At every point success now seemed to be turning against the Americans. Colonel

Howard, who had just commenced an attack upon Majoribanks with Oldham's company,

was wounded near the Great Spring, and his troops fell back. At the same time, the

broken ranks of Stuart had been united, and were marching up the Charleston road to re-

new the battle. Despairing of success in the present crippled condition of his army, his

battalions all broken, his artillery gone, his cavalry shattered, and many of his best officers

wounded,' Greene deemed it prudent to retreat. Leaving Colonel Hampton near the Brit-

ish camp with a strong picket, he withdrew, with the remainder of the army, to Burdell's

plantation, seven miles in the rear. The British were contented to repossess themselves of

their camp, and did not attempt a pursuit. Both parties claimed the honor of victory
;

it

belonged to neither, but the advantage was with the Americans. The conflict lasted four

hours, and was one of the most severely contested battles of the Revolution. Congress and

1 Major Garden relates an amusing anecdote in connection with this affair. Among the prisoners cap-

tured outside the house was Captain Barre, a brother of the celebrated Colonel Barre, of the British Parlia-

ment. He was taken by Captain Mannina, who led the legion infantry. In the terror of the moment

Barre be-ran solemnly to recite his titles :
" I am Sir Henry Banc," he said, "deputy adjutant general ol

the British army, captain of the 52d regiment, secretary of the commandant at Charleston

—

Are you,

indeed?" interrupted Manning; "you are my prisoner now, and the very man I was looking for; come

along with me." He then placed his tilled prisoner between himself and the fire of the enemy, and re-

2 Colonel Otho H. Williams and Lieutenant-colonel Lee were the only officers, of six Continental com-

manders of regiments, who were not wounded. Washington, Howard, and Henderson were wounded, and

Campbell was killed.
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the whole country gave warm expressions of their appreciation of the valor of the patriots.'

The skill, bravery, caution, and acuteness of Greene was highly applauded
;
and Congress

ordered a gold medal, emblematical of the battle, to be struck in honor of the event, and

Gold Medal awarded to Greene 2

presented to him, together with a British standard.' The loss of both parties, considering

the number engaged, was very heavy. The Americans had one hundred and thirty rank

and file killed, three hundred and eighty-five wounded, and forty missing ;
in all, five hund-

red and fifty-five. There were twenty-two oflRcers killed, and thirty-nine wounded. The

loss of the British, according to their own statement, was six hundred and ninety-three men,

of Avhom eighty-five were killed on the field. Including seventy-two wounded, whom they

left in their camp when they abandoned it the day after the battle, Greene took five hund-

red prisoners.

On the day succeeding the battle. Lieutenant-colonel Stuart, confident that he could not

maintain his position, decamped for Charleston, after destroying a great quantity of his stores

So precipitate was his retreat, that he left seventy-two of his wounded to be taken care of

by the Americans. He also left behind him one thousand stand of arms. He was pursued

for some distance, when intelligence being received that Major M'Arthur was advancing

with re-enforcements for Stuart, the Americans returned to their camp. It was fortunate

„ , ,„ for M'Arthur that he met Stuart^ as soon as he did, for Marion and Lee had been
a bept. iU,

1781. dispatched to fall upon any detachment coming up from Charleston, and were then

only a few miles ofi'. Even with this re-enforcement Stuart did not feel strong enough to

meet Greene in battle, and he continued his retreat to Monk's Corner, twenty-five miles

from Charleston, leaving the Americans the acknowledged victors at Eutaw.

When Greene was apprised of the positive retreat of Stuart, he followed and pursued

^ On the twenty-ninth of October, Congress adopted a series of resolutions, expressive of its high appre-

ciation of the services of Greene and his officers and soldiers. In these resolutions, the various corps en-

gaged in the battle were named ; also Captains Pierce and Pendleton, Major Hyrne, and Captain Shubrick,

his aids-de-canaps. Marion was also thanked for the part he had taken in this battle, and also for his gal-

lant conduct on the thirtieth of August, in attacking the British at Parker's Ferry. Congress ordered the

Board of War to present a sword to Captain Pierce, who bore Greene's dispatches to that body.—See Jour-

nals of Congress, vii., 166. On the same day, Congress adopted the complimentary resolutions in honor of

the defeat of Cornwallis at Yorktown.
* This is a representation of each side of the medal, the full size of the original. On one side is a pro-

file of Greene, with the words, Nathanikli Greene egregio duci Comitia Americana ;
" The Ameri-

can Congress to Nathaniel Greene, the distinguished leader." Upon the other side is a figure of Victory,

lighting upon the Earth, and stepping upon a broken shield. Under her feet are broken weapons, colors,

and a shield. The legend is, Salus regionum Australium ;
" The Safety of the Southern Department."

Exergue

—

Hostibus ad Eutaw debellatis vm Sept. mdcclxxxi ;
" The Foe conquered at Eutaw, 8th

of September, 1781." ^ Journals of Congress, vii., 167.
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him almost to Monk's Corner. Perceiving the strength of the enemy there, he returned to

Eutaw, and having a vast number of his troops siclt, he proceeded from thence, by easy

marches, to his favorite retreat upon the high hills of Santee.a' There he re- ^g

rnained until the eighteenth of November, when the health of his army being re- I'si-

cruited, he marched into the low country, where he might obtain an abundance of food. In

the mean while, the army of Cornwallis had been captured at Yorktown ;b St.
• i> Oct 19

Clair had driven the British from Wilmington ; and the whole upper country of the

Carolinas and Georgia were in possession of the patriots. Nothing now remained but to

drive in the British outposts, and hem them within the narrow precincts of their lines at

Charleston and Savannah. With this view, Greene, at the head of his cavalry, and about

two hundred infantry, proceeded toward Dorchester, a British post in the neighborhood of

Charleston, while the main army, under Colonel Williams, crossed the Santee, and marched

to the fertile plains upon the Four-hole Creek, a tributary of the Edisto. Here we will

leave the two armies for the present, to meet many of the troops again upon other fields of

conflict.

As there were no works of consequence thrown up at Eutaw, not a vestige of the camp
or of the battle remained when I visited the spot in 1849, except the few scattered bricks

of the " citadel" already referred to. On returning to his house, Mr. Sinkler showed me a

gold watch which one of his negroes found ten years before, while making holes with a stick

in planting cotton seed, in the field where Washington was defeated. The negro hit a hard

substance, and as there are no stones in the field, he had the curiosity to search for the ob-

struction, when he drew forth the watch. The hands were almost destroyed by rust ; other-

wise the watch is well preserved.

Guided by one of Mr. Sinkler's servants, I crossed the

Eutaw Creek, near his house, and rode down to Nelson's

Ferry, at the mouth of the stream, about a mile and a

half distant. At its entrance into the Santee, the bateau

of the ferryman was moored, and almost filled its narrow

channel. Beneath the moss-draped trees upon the bank

of the river, some negro women were washing clothes, and

when they found themselves portrayed in my drawing, in

all the dishabille of a washing-day, they wanted to ar-

range their dresses and caps, and be sketched in better

plight. Time was too precious to allow compliance, for
'^"^^^ ^^ Nelson's Fekry.

I wished to get as far toward Orangeburg that evening as possible. Promising to improve

their toilet when I got home, I closed my port-folio, and, taking the reins, hastened toward

Vance's Ferry.

Nelson's Ferry, the spot here portrayed, was an important locality during the Revolution.

It was the principal crossing-place of the Santee for travelers or troops passing bet'ween

Camden and Charleston, and as such, commanded the attention of the British after they

captured the latter city. A redoubt was cast up there upon the north side of the Santee,

and garrisoned by a small detachment ; and to that point, as we have seen. Lord Rawdon
retreated from Camden.

We have noticed, on page 685, that Marion, while in the camp of Gates, was called to

' A mutinous spirit was soon manifested in the camp upon the hilLs, chiefly among the Marylanders.

They wi.shed to go home, complained of want of pay and clothing, and in petitions to Greene set forth their

various grievances. Finally, some stole awa^' from the camp with their arms, when stringent measures
were deemed necessary to prevent open disorder. Things were brought to a crisis bj' a South Carolina

soldier, named Timothy Griffin. He had heard whispers of disaffection, and one day, while drunk, went up
to a group of soldiers who were talking to an officer, and said, " Stand to its boys—damn my blood if I'd

give an inch !" He supposed they were altercating with the officer, which was not the fact. Griffin was
instantly knocked down by Captain M'Pherson, of the Mar3'land line, and then sent to the provost. The
next day he was tried for mutinous conduct, found guilty, and at five o'clock in the evening was shot in the

presence of the whole army. This terrible example suppressed all mutinous proceedings.—Gordon, iii., 246
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the coinmaiid of the patriots of WilHamsburg District, and went to duty in the lower

country. Ignorant of the operations of the Americans under Gate? that brave partisan was

striking successful blows against the enemy here and there, whi^-^, his commander-in-chief

was becoming ensnared in the net of disaster which gathered around him near Camden.

aAu" 17 ^"^ ^^^ '^^y ^^'•^*" G'^tes's defeat, a Marion had placed Colonel Peter Horry in cora-

1780.' mand of four companies of cavalry, which he had just formed and sent to operate

against the British in the vicinity of Georgetown, while he, with a small band of followers,

marched rapidly toward the Upper Santee. On his way, he was informed of the defeat of

Gates, but withheld the sad intelligence from his men, fearing its effects upon their spirits.

That night his scouts advised him of the approach to Nelson's Ferry of a strong British

guard, with a large body of prisoners from Gates's army. Though much inferior in

numbers, he resolved to attack them. Just before daylight, he detached Colonel Hugh

Horry, with sixteen resolute men, to occupy the road at the Horse Creek Pass, in a broad

swamp, while with the remainder he should fall upon the enemy's rear. The maneuver

b Au^^o
"^^^ successfully performed at da\vn,'> and on that day the brave partisan wrote the

nia '

following dispatch to Colonel Peter Horry :
" On the 20th instant, T attacked a

guard of the 63d and Prince of Wales's regiment, with a number of Tories, at the Great Sa-

vannah, near Nelson's Ferry ; killed and took twenty-two regulars and two Tories prisoners,

and retook one hundred and fifty Continentals of the Maryland line ;' one wagon and a

drum ; one captain and a subaltern were also captured. Our loss is one killed ; and Cap-

tain Benson is slightly wounded on the head."

It was past meridian when I reached Vance's Ferry, about ten miles above Eutaw, and

one from Mr. Avinger's, where I lodged the night before. I crossed the Santee into Sum-

ter District in a bateau ; and driving about five miles up the river, reached Scott's Lake,

an expansion of the Santee, a few miles below the junction of the Congaree and Wateree.

Upon the north side of the lake, upon the land of Mr. Pk,ufus Felder, at Wright's Bluff Post-

office, is an ancient tumulus, almost fifty feet iu height, and now covered with trees. Upon

the top of this mound the British erected a stockade ; and in honor of Colonel Watson, un-

der whose direction it was built, it was called Fort Watson. Its elevated position, and its

close proximity to the water, made it a strong post, yet

;> not sufficiently impregnable to resist the successful as-

sault of Marion and Lee in April, 1781. Let us con-

sider that event.

We have noticed the junction of the forces of Marion

and Lee, in the swamps of the Black River, in Williams-

burg District.*: Lee immediately laid the plans
^ April, 14.

of General Greene before Marion ; and a scheme I'^'^i-

of operations was decided upon within a few hours. Col-
siTE OF FoKT Watson.

^^^^^ Watson, with about five hundred infantry, was near

the site of the present town of Marion, on Cat-fish Creek, in Marion District. He had re-

ceived orders to re-enforce Lord Ilawdon at Camden. For some time he had been greatly

annoyed by Marion, who would appear on his flank or rear, strike a severe blow, and then

as suddenly disappear among the interminable swamps of the low country. Marion was

preparing to smite Watson once more, when he was informed of the approach of Lee. He
sent a guide to conduct that partisan over the Pedee, in boats which he kept concealed

;

and on the day after their forces were united, they started toward Fort Wat-
d April 15. g^^,j2 leaving Captain Gavin Witherspoon on the trail of Watson, then fleeing

1 " It will scarcely be believed," says Simms {Life of Marion, page 126), " that, of this hundred and fifty

Continentals, but three men consented to join the ranks of the liberator. It may be that they were some-

what loth to be led, even though it were to victory, by the man whose ludicrous equipments and followers,

but a few weeks before, had only provoked their amusement." The reason they gave was, that they con-

sidered the cause of the country to be hopeless, and that they were risking life without an adequate object.

* Marion was very anxious to pursue Watson, who, to facilitate his march toward Camden, had sunk his

two field-pieces in Cat-fish Creek, burned his baggage, and was making forced marches toward George- ^-
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toward Georgetown. They sat down before Fort Watson on the evening of the same

day.

Fort Watson was garrisoned by eighty regulars and forty Loyalists, under the command

of Lieutenant M'Kay, a brave and active young officer of the British army. Marion im-

mediately sent a flag demanding the unconditional surrender of the fort and the garrison.

M'Kay promptly refused, for he doubtless hourly expected the approach of Watson with his

laro^e force, who, he knew, was on his march thither from Georgetown. Perceiving the

garrison to be well supplied with water from Scott's Lake, that resource was cut off by

the besiegers ; but M'Kay and his men opened another communication with the lake three

days afterward. They sunk a well within the stockade to a depth below the level of the

lake, and dug a trench at the base of the mound from the well to the water, and secured

it by an abatis. This circumstance perplexed the assailants, for they had no cannons,

and the stockade was too high to be seriously affected by small arms. To the fertile gen-

ius of Lieutenant-colonel Maham,' of Marion's brigade, this disadvantage was overcome.

Near the fort was a small wood. The trees were cut down, carried upon the shoulders of

the men within rifle shot of the fort, and piled up so as to form a quadrangular tower of

sufficient height to overlook the stockades. Upon the top of this, a parapet was made of

smaller trees, for the defense of those upon the top of the tower. All of this work was ac-

complished during the darkness of the night, which was intensified by a cloudy sky ; and at

dawn the garrison were awakened by a deadly shower of balls from a company of sure

marksmen upon the top of the tower. At the same moment, a party of volunteers of Ma-

rion's militia, under Ensign Johnson, and another from the Continentals, of Lee's legion,

ascended the mound and attacked the abatis with vigor. Pv,esistance was vain ; and the

fort thus assailed was untenable. MKay had anxiously awaited the approach of Watson,

but that officer, unwilling to allow any thing to impede his progress toward Camden, left

this post to its fate. The garrison, no longer able to hold the fort, surrendered by capitula-

town. It was evident, from the circuitous direction of his march, that Watson feared Marion excessively

;

for, instead of making a direct line westward toward Camden, across the Great Pedee, he crossed the Little

Pedee eastward ;
marched southward through the present Horry District ; crossed the Waccamaw at

Greene's Ferry, and Winyaw Bay where it was three miles wide ; traversed its western border to George-

town, and from thence crossed the country toward the Santee, following that stream up as far as the junc-

tion of the Congaree and Wateree. Greene's instructions to operate against the British posts below Cam-

den prevented a pursuit.

' Hezekiah Maham was born on the twenty-sixth of June, 1739. We have no record of his early life.

He was a member of the first Provincial Congress of South Carolina ; and in the spring of 1776 was elect-

ed a captain in Colonel Isaac Huger's regiment. He was with that officer at the siege of Savannah, and

at the battle of Stono. As lieutenant colonel of an independent corps of cavalry, he performed many daring

exploits in the low country of the Carolinas. At the close of the campaign of 1781, he was obliged to

leave active service on account of sickness. While at home, he was made a prisoner and paroled, by which

he was not allowed to enter the army again during the war. He died in 1789, at the age of fifty years.

His descendant, J. J. Ward, Esq., living near Georgetown, erected a handsome monument to his memory

in 1845, upon which are the following inscriptions :

Front side.—" Within this Cemetery, and in the bosom of the homestead which he cultivated and em-

bellished while on earth, lie the mortal remains of Colonel Hezekiah Maham. He was born in the

parish of St. Stephen's, and died A.D. 1789, a3t. fifty years ; leaving a name unsullied in social and domestic

life, and eminent for devotion to the liberties of his country, and for achievements in arms, in the Revolu-

tion which established her independence."

Right side.—"Impelled by the spirit of freedom which animated his countrymen, he devoted himself

to its support, and promoted the cause of American Independence, by his service in the state committees,

instituted by recommendation of the General Congress, in the Jacksonborough Assembly, and in various

other civil capacities."

Left side.—" Successively a captain in the first rifle regiment, a commander of horse in Marion's bri-

gade, and lieutenant colonel of an independent corps of cavalry, raised by authority of General Greene, he

bore an efficient and conspicuous part in the capture of the British posts, and in the series of skillful maneu-

vers and gallant actions, which resulted in the final extinction of the British dominion in South Carolina,

and secured to her and to the confederacy the blessings of Peace, Liberty, and Independence."

On the back.—" His relative, Joshua John Ward, of Waccamaw, unwilling that the last abode of an

honest man, a faithful patriot, and a brave and successful soldier, should be forgotten and unknown, has

erected this memorial, A.D. 1845."
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a A rii 23 tion.a and Marion with his prisoners and booty, pushed forward and encamped
i"8i- upon the high hills of Santee, to await further orders from Greene, while Lee

turned his attention to the movements of Watson. The loss of the Americans was only

two killed, and three Continentals and three militia-men wounded. The subsequent move-

ments of Marion and Lee, in efibrts to prevent Watson's junction with Rawdon, have been

noticed in the preceding chapter.

I tarried at the site of Fort Watson only long enough to make the sketch on page 706,

when I hastened back to Vance's Ferry, and pushed on toward Orangeburg. Late in the

evening I reached the house of Mr. M'Ance, within fifteen miles of Orangeburg, where I

was hospitably entertained. There I met an elderly lady who had been very intimate with

the wife of Marion for several years previous to her death. She informed me that Mrs.

Marion (whose maiden name was Videau, one of the Huguenot families) was much younger

than the general. She was a large woman, weighing, a year or two before her death, two

hundred and thirty pounds. My informant had often

visited her at her residence, built by the general at

Pond Bluff", on the Santee (near the Nelson's Ferry

road to Charleston), about three miles below Eutaw
Springs. Miss Videau brought wealth to her hus-

band, and their dwelling was always the abode of

liberal hospitality.

I left M'Ance's before daylight on the following

morning, traversed the narrow causeway across the

Four-hole Swamp by the feeble light of the stars, and arrived at Orangeburg in time to

enter the cars for Augusta, on the Savannah River, eighty-five miles distant.

' This mansion was demolished a few years before my visit to Eutaw and vicinity (1849), and this draw-

ing was made from a minute (iescription given me by a gentleman with wliom I rode in the mail-coach

from Augusta to the Ninety-mile station, on the great central rail-way, in Georgia. His brother had re-

sided there for many years and he was perfectly familiar with its appearance. At the station I made this

sketch, and my informant pronounced it an excellent representation of the residence of General Marion.

M VKION t, I EblDENCE >
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CHAPTER XXVII.

tiny as we.

HE rail-way journey from Orangeburg to Augusta was extremely monoto-

nous in scenery and incident. At Branchville, on the banks of the Edisto,

^ where the rail-way from Charleston connects, the immobility into which

the passengers were subsiding was disturbed by the advent among us of a

" turban'd Turk," in full Oriental costume. His swarthy complexion, keen

eye, flowing black beard, broad turban, tunic, and trowsers, made him the

" observed of all observers," and kept the passengers awake for an hour, for

" Yankee curiosity" was too busy to allow drowsiness. " Whence I came,

and whither I go, ye know not," were as plain as a written phylactery

upon his imperturbable features, and I presume the crowd who gathered

around him in the street at Augusta knew as little of his history and des-

It is pleasant sometimes to see curiosity foiled, even though

" It came from heaven—it reigned in Eden's shades

—

It roves on earth, and every walk invades

:

Childhood and age alike its influence own
;

It haunts the beggar's nook, the monarch's throne

;

Hangs o'er the cradle, leans above the bier,

Gazed on old Babel's tower—and lingers here."

—

Charles Sprague.

The scenery by the way-side alternated between oozy swamps embellished with cypresses,

cultivated fields, and extensive forests of oak and pine, garnished occasionally by a tall broad-

leaved magnolia. The country was perfectly level through Barnwell District, until we
passed Aiken into Edgefield, and turned toward Silver Bluff', on the Savannah River,' when

we encountered the sand hills of that region. These continued until we reached the term-

ination of the road at Hamburg, on the northern bank of the Savannah, opposite Augusta.'

There we were packed into huge omnibuses, and conveyed to the city across Schultz's

bridge. a It was sunset—a glorious sunset, like those at the north in Septem-
a January 24,

ber—when we reined up at the United States. A stroll about the city by moon- i84y.

light that evening, with a Northern friend residing there, was really delightful ; for the air

was balmy and dry, and the moon and stars had nothing of the crisp, piercing, and glitter-

ing aspect which they assume in a clear January night in New England.

Early on the following morning we rode over to Hamburg, and ascended to the summit

of Liberty Hill, a lofty sand bluff', three fourths of a mile from the river. Flowers were

blooming in the gardens on its brow ; and over its broad acres green grass and innumer-

able cacti were spread. The view from this eminence was charming. At our feet lay the

little village of Hamburg, and across the shining Savannah was spread out in panoramic

beauty the city of Augusta—the queen of the inland towns of the South. Like a sea in

repose, the level country extended in all directions ; and city, river, forest, and plain were

bathed in the golden haziness which characterizes our Indian summer at the North. From

that point the eye could survey the whole historic arena around Augusta, where Royalists

and Repubhcans battled, failed, and triumphed during our war for independence. While

the spirit is charmed with associations awakened by the gleanings of sensuous vision, let us

for a moment open the tome of history, and give inquiring thought free wing.

* For an account of the capture of Fort Galphin or Dreadnought, at Silver Bluff, see page 690.

^ This village was projected by a German named Schultz, who called it Hamburg, in honor of the " free

city" of that name m his native land. He also built the noble bridge across the Savannah at that place,

delineated on page 715.
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Local History of Augusta. Growth of Democratic Principles. Republican Legislature and Governor.

Augusta has a history anterior to the Revolution. Her local historians have preserved

but little of it which is of general interest, and its records do not bear date back to that

period. It was founded in 1735, under the auspices of Oglethorpe ; and in 1736, a small

garrison was stationed there, in a stockade fort, as a protection for the settlers against any

enemy that might appear. Warehouses were built, and quite an extensive trade was

opened with the friendly Indians upon the Savannah and its tributaries. Fort Augusta

became a general resort for the Indian traders ; and there, and at Fort Moore, on the bluff

near Sand-bar Ferry, all the Indian treaties were held, down to the year 1750. In 1751,

several Quaker families settled there and at a place called Quaker Springs. When French

emissaries, about 1754, stirred up the Indian tribes against the English, the fort was strength-

ened, its magazine was well supplied, and the men were " mustered and drilled for service."

Nothing of importance occurred to disturb the quiet of the people, and the settlement flour-

ished. Living in almost unrestrained freedom, far away from the sea-board and its varieties,

the agitations wrought throughout the colonies by the Stamp Act and kindred measures,

scarcely elicited a thought from the quiet people of this region ; but when, month after

month, intelligence arrived that chains were forging to fetter their free spirits, they were

aroused, and all through the region between the Alatamaha and Savannah Rivers, and es-

pecially in the vicinity of Augusta, the Tree of Liberty budded and blossomed, green, vigor-

ous, and beautiful as the native magnolia. Although Georgia was not represented in the

first Continental Congress, yet her children were not less alive to the teachings of the spirit

of liberty ; and the American Association was early approved, and its operations efficiently

established. The lines between Whigs and Tories were distinctly drawn, and the require-

ments of the association were promptly enforced.'

When the British attacked Savannah, in March, 1776, the Legislature, a majority of

•which was inimical to the royal government, adjourned to Augusta, where the people were

generally friendly. On the fall of Savannah, in 1779, the Legislature was dispersed. John

Wereat, then president of the executive council, issued a proclamation, ordering an election

of legislators, who were to assemble at Augusta. That town now became the center of

Republican power in Georgia, and thither the most active friends of the patriot cause at

Savannah fled. George Walton, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence,

was chosen governor under the Constitution (adopted in 1777)," notwithstanding Sir James

Wright had now^ re-established royal rule in the province. William Glascock was

chosen speaker, and the Legislature transacted business without reference to the ex-

istence of any other power in the state.

^

For the encouragement and support of the Loyalists in the interior, and to awe the Re-

publicans in that quarter after the fall of Savannah, Colonel Campbell, who commanded at

' At about mid-summer in 1775, Thomas Brown and William Thompson having openly reviled the cause

of the Whigs, and at a dinner-party gave toasts in which the friends of that cause were ridiculed, the Par-

ish Committee of Safety ordered their arrest. Thompson escaped into South Carolina, but Brown, who at-

tempted to flee with him, was captured and brought back. He was tried, and sentenced to be tarred and

feathered, and publicly exposed in a cart, to be drawn three miles, or until he was willing to confess his

error, and take his oath that he would espouse the cause of the Republicans. He chose the latter course

;

but he was not a very warm Republican long. His course illustrated the fact that

" He who's convinced against his will,

Remains to be convinced still
;"

for he joined the British army, was made lieutenant colonel, and afterward, while commandant of Augusta,

fiercely retaliated upon the Whigs.
^ John Adam Trueitlen was chosen the first governor under the new Constitution. He was succeeded

in 1778, by John Houstoun ;
and after the fall of Savannah, Sir James Wright, the last of the royal govern-

ors, re-established British rule in the state.

^ A curious legislative act occurred during this session. A resolution was passed censuring Governor

Walton for having transmitted a letter to the President of Congress, " containing unjust and illiberal repre-

sentations respecting General M'Intosh." The attorney general was ordered to prosecute the governor.

On the day preceding the passage of these resolutions, the same Legislature had elected Governor Walton

chief justice of Georgia. He was thereby made president of the only tribunal competent to try him ! To

have condemned himself would have been an exercise of " Roman virtue" hardly to be expected.
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Tories under Colonel Boyd. Augusta in possession of the British. Partisan Skirmishes. General Elbert

the siege of that city, was ordered by General Prevost to advance with about two thousand

regulars and Loyalists, a upon Augusta.' Already he had sent emissaries among
the South Carolina Tories to encourage them to make a general insurrection

;

and he assured them that, if they would cross the Savannah and join him at Augusta, the

Republicans might be easily crushed, and the whole South freed from their pestilential in-

fluence. Thus encouraged, about eight hundred Loyalists of North and South Carolina

assembled westward of the Broad River, under Colonel Boyd, and marched along the fron-

tier of South Carolina, toward the Savannah. Like a plundering banditti, they appropri-

ated every species of property to their own use, abused the inhabitants, and wantonly butch-

ered several who opposed their rapacious demands. While these depredators were organ-

izing, and Campbell was proceeding toward Augusta, General Elbert^ crossed

the Savannah, joined Colonels Twiggs and Few, and skirmished with the Brit-

ish van-guard at Brier Creek and other places, to impede their progress. They
eflected but little, and on the twenty-ninth of JanuaryL> Campbell took possession of

Augusta, and placed the garrison under Lieutenant-colonel Brown, the Loyahst just

mentioned, who, with Lieutenant-colonel M'Girth, had preceded him thither. Campbell

then proceeded to establish military posts in other parts of Western Georgia. The Whigs
who could leave with their families crossed the Savannah into Carolina. The oath of al-

legiance was every where administered ; the habitations of those who had fled into Carolina

were consumed ; and Georgia seemed, for the moment, permanently prostrate at the feet of

the invaders. The quiet that ensued was only the calm before a gathering storm. Col-

onel John Dooly collected a body of active militia on the Carolina shore, thirty miles above

Augusta, while Colonel M'Girth, with three hundred Loyalists, was watching him on the

other side. Dooly crossed over into Georgia, and these partisans had several skirmishes.

Finally, Major Hamilton, an active officer under M'Girth, drove Dooly across the Savan-

nah, a short distance below the mouth of Broad River, and encamped at Waters's planta-

tion, about three miles below the present town of Petersburg, in Elbert county. Dooly took

post opposite to Hamilton, where he was joined by Colonel Pickens. Their united forces

amounted to about three hundred and fifty men.

Colonel Pickens, who was the senior officer, assumed the command of the whole, and with

Dooly crossed the river at Cowen's Ferry, to attack Hamilton. c That officer had ^^^ ^q

broken up his encampment and marched to Carr's Fort, not far distant, to examine ^'^'i^-

its condition and administer the oath of allegiance to the surrounding inhabitants. The
Americans besieged the fort, and were confident of capturing it, having cut off the supply of

water for the garrison, when, at ten o'clock at night, a message came to Colonel Pickens,

from his brother, informing him of the march of Boyd and his banditti through the district

of Ninety-Six. Unwilling to distress the families who had taken shelter within the fort,

Pickens declined a proposition to burn it, and raising the siege, he hastened to confront Boyd,

the more important foe. He crossed the Savannah near Fort Charlotte, when Boyd, hear-

ing of his approach, hastened toward the Cherokee Ford. At that ford was a redoubt, gar-

risoned by eight men, with two swivels. They successfully disputed the passage of Boyd,

' General Prevost had come from St. Augustine, captured the fort at Sunbury on the way, and, with
Campbell's troops, had a force of about three thousand regulars and one thousand militia.

* Samuel Elbert was born in South Carolina in 1740. He became an orphan at an early age, went to

Savannah, and there subsequently engaged in commercial pursuits. He joined the Continental army in

Georgia early in 1776, as lieutenant colonel, having been a fev/ months previously a member of the Savan-

nah Committee of Safety. He was promoted to colonel in the autumn of 1776, and in May, 1777, com-
manded an expedition against the British in East Florida. In the following year he was actively engaged

in the neighborhood of Savannah, and behaved bravely when it was attacked by Campbell at the close of

December. He was promoted to brigadier, and was with Colonel Ashe at Brier Creek, where he was made
prisoner. After his exchange, he went to the North, joined the army under Washington, and was at the

capture of Cornwallis at Yorktown. At the close of the war, he was commissioned a major general. He
was elected governor of the state in 1785. General Elbert died at Savannah, on the second of November,

1788, at the age of forty-five years. His remains were buried in the family cemetery on the mount, at

Rae's Hall, five miles above Savannah. Elbert county, in Georgia, was named in honor of the general.
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Dispersion of Boyd's Tories. Alarm of Campbell.' Ashe ordered to Brier Creek. General Williamson.

and he marched five miles up the river, crossed on rafts, and pushed on toward Augusta.

He was pursued by a detachment of Americans, under Captain Anderson, who attacked him
in a cane-brake. A severe skirmish ensued. Boyd lost one hundred men in killed, wound-

ed, and missing ; the Americans lost sixteen killed, and the same number taken prisoners.

Boyd hastened forward, and on the morning of the thirteenth^ crossed the Broad

River, near the fork, in Oglethorpe county, closely pursued by Pickens, with about

three hundred militia. The latter marched in battle order. Colonel Dooly' commanded
the right wing ; Lieutenant-colonel Clark the left ; and Colonel Pickens the center. Boyd,

ignorant of the proximity of his pursuers, halted on the north side of Kettle Creek, turned

his horses out to forage upon the reeds of a neighboring swamp, and proceeded to slaughter

cattle for his armv- In this condition he was attacked^ bv the Americans. The
b Peb. 14. . . .

Tory pickets fired, and fled to the camp. The utmost confusion prevailed, and

Boyd and his followers began to retreat in great disorder, while skirmishing with the assail-

ants. The contest lasted almost two hours. About seventy of the Tories were killed, and

seventy-five were made prisoners. The Americans lost nine killed and twenty-three mortally

wounded. Colonel Boyd was severely wounded, and expired that night. His whole force

was scattered to the winds. The seventy prisoners were taken to South Carolina, tried for

high treason, and condemned to death. Five of the most active ones were hanged, the re-

mainder were pardoned." This was one of the severest blows which Toryism in the South

had yet received.

Encouraged by this success, General Lincoln, then in command of the Southern army,

determined to drive the British from their posts in the interior, back to Savannah. He
formed encampments at Black Swamp, and nearly opposite Augusta, while small detach-

ments of militia took post at various points on the Savannah, above Augusta. Lincoln or-

dered General John Ashe, then in the neighborhood of Purysburg, to march up the easterly

side of the Savannah with about fifteen hundred North Carolina militia, and the remains

of the Georgia Continentals, to re-enforce General Williamson opposite Augusta. Ashe

c Feb 13 arrived at Williamson's camp on the evening before the defeat of Boyd.<= This
1779. imposing display opposite Augusta, and intelligence of the close pursuit of Boyd,

alarmed Campbell, and he speedily decamped that same night with all his force, and hast-

ened toward the sea-coast. He left behind him a considerable quantity of provisions, am-

munition, and some arms. At Hudson's Ferry, fifty miles below Augusta, Lieutenant-col-

onel Prevost had constructed a fortified camp and mounted some light artillery. There

Campbell halted, with the determination to attempt to regain the advantage he had just

lost, but finally continued his retreat to Savannah.

General Lincoln, who was then encamped at Purysburg, in Beaufort District, about twen-

ty-five miles above Savannah, with three thousand men, sent orders to Colonel Ashe^

to cross the Savannah, and proceed as far as Brier Creek in pursuit of Campbell.

At this time. General Rutherford, of North Carolina, was encamped at Black Swamp, on

the Carolina side of the Savannah, a few miles above the mouth of Ebenezer Creek, with

seven hundred men ; and General Williamson,^ with twelve hundred men, was opposite

' Colonel John Dooly entered the Continental army in Georgia, as captain, in 1776, and, rising to the

rank of colonel, was very active in the neirrhborhood of the Savannah, until 1780, when a party of Tories,

sent out from Augusta by Colonel Brown, entered his house, in Wilkes county, at midnight, and barbarously

murdered him in the presence of his wife and children.—M'Call, ii., 306.

•2 See M'Call's History of Georgia, i., 190-203.
^ We have already noticed the .services of this gentleman while colonel of militia in the District of Nine-

ty-Six, against the Indians. (See page 647.) Andrew Williamson was born in Scotland, and when young

was taken by his parents to Ninety-Six, in South Carolina. He was a very active lad, and it is believed

that he attended Montgomery in his expedition against the Indians in 1760. He was with Colonel Grant

in a similar expedition in 1761. He early espoused the Whig cause, and, as we have seen, was active in

opposition to the Cunninghams and other Tories. He was promoted to brigadier, and in that capacity was

employed in opposing the inroads of Prevost from Florida into Georgia. After the fall of Savannah, he

was entrao-ed in watching the movements of the enemy upon the Savannah River. He took possession of

Augusta when Campbell retreated from it, and was for some time engaged against the Tories in that vi-
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The Americans at Brier Creek. Preparations for Battle. ITie Attack. Retreat of the Carolinians.

Augusta. General Ashe crossed the river on the twenty-fifth, and proceeded toward

Brier Creek, a considerable stream, which flows into the Savannah in Severn county, about

forty-five miles below Augusta. He reached Brier Creek on Saturday morning, the twen-

ty-seventh, a- and discovered that the bridge across the stream (which is there skirt-

ed with a deep swamp three miles wide) was completely destroyed by the enemy.

General rtutherford, with part of" his brigade, was at Mathew's Bluff, five miles above, on

the opposite side of" the Savannah ; and Colonel Marbury, of the Georgia horse, lay a few

miles up Brier Creek. Ashe's force consisted of General Bryan's brigade, Lieutenant-colonel

Lyttle's liglit infantry, and some Georgia Continentals ; in all about twelve hundred men.

His artillery consisted of one four pound brass field-piece, and two iron two pound swivels,

mounted as field-pieces. Bryant and Elbert were instructed to form the camp, while Ashe

crossed the river to confer with General Lincoln. A guard was dispatched to conduct the

baggage across to Mathew's Bluff, in case it Avas found necessary to retreat ; and other

guards were stationed at the fords of the creek above, while fatigue-parties were detailed to

construct bridges, and to make a road to the river for the passage of Rutherford's troops with

two brass field-pieces.

Ashe returned on the evening of the third, b and was chagrined at not finding the
b March

bridge which Campbell had destroyed, repaired. Early the following morning work- I'^'^S-

men were employed in that duty, but it was too late, and the Americans were quite unpre-

pared for offensive or defensive operations. While in this exposed situation, intelligence

came from General Williamson, then on his march from Augusta, that the enemy, under

the general command of Prevost, was within eight miles of the American camp above, ap-

proaching in full force. Already Marbury, with his dragoons, had encountered the British

van, but his express to Ashe had been intercepted. Reconnoitering parties had approached

the American pickets, yet they produced neither apprehension nor vigilance. That indif-

ference proved fatal. Prevost, with about eighteen hundred men, had crossed Brier Creek,

fifteen miles above Ashe's camp, made a wide circuit, and, unperceived, had gained his rear.

To retreat was now impossible. The drums immediately beat to arms ; the troops were

formed for action, and cartridges were distributed among them.' They then advanced

about a quarter of a mile
;
General Elbert and his command, with Colonel Perkins's regi

ment, forming the advance. The British formed their line when within one hundred and

fifty yards of the Americans, and at the moment of their advance, Elbert and Perkins
.

opened a severe fire upon them. The Georgians, after delivering two or three rounds, un-

fortunately inclined to the left, by which the fire of the advancing Newbern regiment was

impeded. At the same moment, the Edenton regiment, moving to the right, left a vacancy

in the line. This the enemy perceived, and pushed forward on a run, with a loud shout.

The Halifax regiment on the left, panic-stricken, broke and fled, without firing a gun. The
Wilmington regiment, except a small part under Lieutenant-colonel Young, advanced and

delivered two or three volleys, wheeled, and retreated. The Newbern and Edenton regi-

ments followed their example, and in a few minutes the whole of the North Carolina troops

were flying to the coverts of the swamps. The Georgia Continentals maintained their

cinity, in co-operation with General Elbert. He was afterward engaged in the battle at Stone Ferry, below

Charleston, and was at the siege of Savannah when D'Estaing aided the Americans. After that, his eondiict

awakened suspicions that he was becoming unfriendly to the American cause. When Lincoln was besieged

in Charleston, he withheld efficient aid
;
and when that city surrendered, he accepted a British protection.

Williamson was called the " Arnold of the South," in miniature. It is generally conceded that he was a double

traitor; for while he was with the British in Charleston, he communicated valuable information to General

Greene. The time and place of his death is not certainly known. He lived in obscurity and poverty after

the war.—See Johnson's Traditions and Rcminiscencesof the Revolution, 144 : Charleston, 1851.
' M'Call and others censure General Ashe for not having the soldiers served with cartridges much sooner.

Ashe in his letter to Governor Caswell on the seventeenth of March, says, that " prudence forbade a dis-

tribution of cartridges until they were wanted
; for, lacking cartouch-boxes, the men had already lost a great

many." He says that when they marched to meet the enemy, some carried their cartridges '' under their

arms ;
others in the bosoms of their shirts; and some tied up in the corner of their hunting-shirts."

—

MS.
Letter of General Ashe to Governor Caswell.

II. Z z
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Defeut of the Americans. The Loss. Ashe Censured. Acquitted by Court martial. His Public Life.

frround gallantly for some time ; but they, too, were finally repulsed, and General Elbert

and a large number of his men were made prisoners. General Ashe tried in vain to reach

the front of the fugitives and rally them. They had scattered in all directions; took, shel-

ter in the swamps ; and, on reaching the Savannah, escaped across it, some by swimming,

and others upon rafts. In this retreat many were drowned, and others were lost in the

swamps. General Ashe reached Mathew's Bluff in safety, and afterward collected the

I March 16 remnants of his little army at Zubley's Ferry, a two miles above Purysburg. The
1779. loss of the Americans in this action was estimated at one hundred and fifty killed

and drowned ; twenty-seven officers, and one hundred and sixty-two non-commissioned offi-

cers and privates, were taken prisoners ; and seven pieces of artillery, a quantity of ammuni-

tion, provisions, and baggage, with five hundred stand of arms, were either lost or fell into

the hands of Prevost. The British lost only one commissioned officer, and fifteen privates

killed and wounded.'

General Ashe" was much censured by contemporary opinion and early historians ; and

modern compilers have repeated those censures, because he allowed himself to be surprised.

Viewing the whole afl'air from this remote point, and in the light of calm judgment, he ap-

pears no more censurable than most other men who were losers instead of winners. Had
he succeeded in becoming a victor, his alleged remissness would never have been mentioned

;

the unfortunate are always blamed. Conscious of having exercised both courage and vig-

ilance. General Ashe appealed from the voice of public opinion to a court-martial, of which

b March 9 General Moultrie' was president. l* The court acquitted him of every charge of

1779. cowardice and deficiency of military skill, but gave their opinion that he did not

take all necessary precautions to secure his camp and watch the movements of the enemy.

It was an unfortunate affair, for it deprived Lincoln of about one third of his available force,

and opened a free communication between the British, Indians, and Tories, in Florida, West-

ern Georgia, and the Carolinas.

aMavi'> ^"^ have observed that after the fall of Charleston, =i and the dispersion of Lin-

1780. coin's army, royal power in South Carolina and Georgia was fully established.

The Republican governor of Georgia and part of his council fled into North Carolina, and

narrowly escaped being captured on the way. Lieutenant-colonel Thomas Brown, whom
Campbell placed in command of Augusta early in 1779, now proceeded to that place and

' MS. Letter of General Ashe to Governor Caswell; Ramsay, ii., 16 ;
Gordon, ii., 415 : M^Call, ii., 206.

* John Ashe was born in England in 1721. He came to America with his father in 1727, who settled

on the Cape Fear River, in North Carolina. He served his district in the Colonial Legislature for several

years, and was speaker of the Assembly from 1762 to 1765. He warmly opposed the Stamp Act in 1765,

and, with others, announced to Governor Tryon his determination to resist its operations. Assisted by Gen-

eral Hugh Waddell, Ashe, then colonel of the militia of New Hanover, headed an armed force, and com-

pelled the stamp-master to resign. He accompanied Tryon against the Regulators in 1771 ; but when
royal rule became odious, and he saw the liberties of his country in peril, he was one of the most zealous

advocates, in the North Carolina Assembly, of Republican princi-

ples. As a member of the Legislature, and of the Committee of

Correspondence and of Safety at Wilmington, he was exceedingly

active and vigilant. He was one of the first projectors of a Pro-

vincial Congress, and became the most active opponent of Governor Martin, for he was exceedingly popular

as a man. With five hundred men, he destroyed Fort Johnston in 1775, and was denounced as a rebel

against the crown. He was a member of the first Provincial Congress, convened that year. When he re-

turned home, he raised and equipped a regiment at his own expense
;
and throughout the whole region

around Wilmington, his eloquent words and energetic acts inspired the people with burning patriotism. In

1776, the Provincial Congress appointed him a brigadier of Wilmington District. He was actively en-

gaged in military and civil duties in his district, until the close of 1778, when he joined Lincoln in South

Carolina, with regiments from Halifax, Wilmington, Newbern, and Edenton. After his surprise and de-

feat at Brier Creek, he returned home. Wilmington became a British post in 1781. and Colonel Ashe and

his family suffered much at their hands. He was made a prisoner, and sufl^ered a long confinement, during

which time he contracted the small-pox. He was released on parole while sick, and died of that disease

in October, 1781, at the age of sixty years, while accompanying his family to a place of quiet, in Duplin

county.

' The other members of the court were General Rutherford, Colonels Armstrong, Pinckney, and Locke,

and Edraond Hyrne, deputy adjutant general.—See Moultrie's Mertioirs, i., 338.
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Cruelty of Brown. Forts Cornwallis and Grierson. March toward Augusta, of Clark and M'Call.

garrisoned the fort with a strong force. Brown, as we have seen (page 710), was an early

victim of Whig indignation at Augusta, his native place, and he used his power, while in

command there, with a fierceness commensurate with his wrath. He sent out detachments

to burn the dwellings of patriots in his vicinity, and dispatched emissaries among the In-

dians to incite them to murder the inhabitants on the frontier.' His command at Augusta

consisted of two hundred and fifty men, of several corps, principally of Florida rangers ; two

hundred and fifty Creek and fifty Cherokee Indians ; in all, five hundred and fifty. The

defenses consisted of a strong fort, situated on the northwest side of the town, upon a bank

about one hundred yards

from the river. This was

the main work, and was

called Fort Cornwallis.

A little less than half a

mile westward of Fort

Cornwallis, was a swampy
ravine extending up from

the river, with a stream

running through it. On
the western margin of this

•

lagoon, between the pres-

ent Upper Market and the

river, was a smaller work
View fbom the Site of Fort Cornwallis.s called Fort Grierson SO

named in honor of the militia colonel who commanded its garrison.

About the first of September, =!• Colonel Elijah Clark, a brave partisan of Wilkes

county, Georgia, and Lieutenant-colonel M'Call, made efforts to raise a sufficient force

to capture the fort at Augusta, and drive the British from the interior of the state to the

sea-coast. These were the brave partisans who fought at the Cowpens a few months later.

Clark recruited in his own county, and M'Call went- to the district of Ninety-Six and ap-

plied to Colonel Pickens for aid. He wanted five hundred men, but procured only eighty.

With these he marched to Soap Creek, forty miles northwest of Augusta, where he was

joined by Clark, Avith three hundred and fifty men. With this inadequate force they march-

ed toward Augusta. So secret and rapid were their movements, that they reached the out-

posts before the garrison was apprised of their approach. b The right was com- ^ Sept. 14

manded by M'Call, the left by Major Samuel Taylor, and the center by Clark. i~^0-

The divisions approached the town separately. Near Hawk's Creek, on the west, Taylor

fell in with an Indian camp, and a skirmish ensued. The Indians retreated toward the

town, and Taylor pressed forward to get possession of a strong trading station called the

' Brown's authority was a letter which Cornwallis had sent to the commanders of all the British out-

posts, ordering that ail those who had '' taken part in the revolt should be punished with the utmost rigor

;

and also that those who would not tarn out should be imprisoned, and their whole property taken from them

or destroyed." Every militia-man who had borne arms in the kinji's service, and afterward joined the

Whigs, was to be "immediately hanged.'' This letter was a foul stain upon the character of Cornwallis.

It was a "lash of scorpions'' in the hands of cruel men like Brown. "Officers, soldiers, and citizens,"

says M'Call (ii., 319), were brought up to the place of execution, without being informed why they had

been taken out of prison. The next morning after this sanguinary order reached Augusta, five victims

were taken from the jail by order of Colonel Brown, who all expired on the gibbet.

^ Fort Cornwallis occupied the ground in the rear of the Episcopal church, now a grave-yard. This

view is from within the inclosure, looking northeast, and includes a portion of Schultz's bridge, the Savan-

nah River, and Hamburg upon the opposite bank. In the foreground is seen portions of the church-yard

wall, and upon the brink of the river below are negroes employed in placing bales of cotton upon the wharves

for transportatioa to the sea-coast. The wharves are two stories in height, one to be used at low water,

the other when the river is "up." There were remains of the ditch and embankments of the fort within

the grave-yard when I was there; and the trench leading to the water-gate, where the " Pride-of-India"

tree is seen, was very visible.
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White House, a mile and a half west of the town. The Indians reached it first, and were

joined by a company of King's Pvangers, under Captain Johnson. Ignorant of the approach

of other parties, Brown and Grierson went to the aid of Johnson and the Indians. While

absent, the few men left in garrison were surprised by Clark and M'Call, and Forts Corn-

wallis and Grierson fell into their hands. A guard was left to take charge of the prisoners

and effects in the fort, and Clark, with the remainder, hastened to the assistance of Taylor.

Brown and Grierson, perceiving their peril, took shelter in the White House. The Amer-

icans tried in vain to dislodge them. A desultory fire was kept up from eleven o'clock in

the morning until dark, when hostilities ceased. During the night the besieged cast up a

slight breast-work around the house, made loop-holes in the building for musketry, and thus

materially strengthened their position. Early in the morning, a Clark ordered

two field-pieces to be brought from Grierson's redoubt, to be placed in a position

to cannonade the White House. They were of little service, for Captain Martin, of South

Carolina, the only artillerist among the besiegers, was killed soon after the pieces were

brought to bear upon the building.

No impression was made upon the enemy during the fifteenth. On that morning, before

daylight, the Americans drove a body of Indians from the river bank, and thus cut off the

supply of water for those in the house. Colonel Brown and others had been severely

wounded, and now suffered great agony from thirst. On the night of the fifteenth, fifty

Cherokee Indians, well armed, crossed the river to re-enforce Brown, but were soon repulsed.

Little was done on the sixteenth, and on the seventeenth Clark summoned Brown to sur-

render. He promptly refused ; for, having sent a messenger to Colonel Cruger at Ninety-Six,

on the morning when the Americans appeared before Augusta, Brown confidently expected

relief from that quarter. Nor was he disappointed. On the night of the seventeenth,

Clark's scouts informed him of the approach of Colonel Cruger with five hundred British

regulars and Loyalists, and on the morning of the eighteenth this force appeared upon the

opposite side of the river. Clark's little army was greatly diminished by the loss of men
who had been killed and wounded, and the desertion of many with plunder found in the

forts. At ten o'clock he raised the siege, and departed toward the mountains. The Amer-

ican loss on this occasion was about sixty killed and wounded ; that of the British is not

known. Twenty of the Indians were killed. Captain Ashby and twenty-eight others

were made prisoners. Upon these Brown and his Indian allies glutted their thirst for re-

venge. Captain Ashby and twelve of the wounded were hanged upon the stair-way of the

White House, so that the commandant might have the satisfaction of seeing their suffer-

ings. Others were given up to the Indians to torture, scalp, and slay. Terrible were the

demoniac acts at Augusta on that beautiful autumnal day, when the white and the red sav-

age contended for the meed of cruelty I

The British remained in possession of Augusta until the spring and summer of 1781,

when their repose was disturbed. After the battle at Guilford Court House, and when the

determination of Greene to march into South Carolina was made known, Clark and M'Call

proceeded to co-operate with him by annoying the British posts in Georgia. M'Call soon

afterward died of the small-pox, and Clark suffered from the same disease. After his re-

covery, he, with several other partisans, were actively engaged at various points between

Savannah and Augusta, and had frequent skirmishes with the British and Tory scouts. In

an engagement near Coosawhatchie, in Beaufort District, South Carolina, where Colonel

Brown then commanded, the Americans were defeated ; and several who were taken prison-

ers were hanged, and their bodies given to the Indians to scalp and otherwise mutilate.'

' Among the prisoners taken on this occasion 'was a young man named M'Koy, the son of a widow, who,

with her family, had fled from Darien, in Georgia, into South Carolina. She went to Brown and implored

the life of her son, who was only seventeen years of age. The miscreant's heart was unmoved, and the

lad was not only hanged, but his body was delivered to the Indians to mutilate by scalping and otherwise.

All this occurred in the presence of the mother. Afterward, when Brown, as a prisoner, passed where

Mrs. M'Koy resided, she called to his remembrance his cruelty, and said, " As you are now a prisoner to

the leaders of my country, for the present I lay aside all thoughts of revenge • but if you resume your
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This was Brown's common practice, and made his name as hateful at the South as that of
" Bloody Bill Cunningham."

On the sixteenth of April, ^ the Georgia militia, under Colonels Williams, Baker,

and Hammond, Major James Jackson (afterward governor of the state), and other
" '

^'

officers, assembled near Augusta, and placed the garrison in a state of sieo-e. Williams,
who had the general command during Clark's sickness, encamped within twelve hundred
yards of Forts Cornwallis and Grierson, and fortified his camp. Colonel Brown, who was
again in command at Augusta, deceived respecting the numbers of the Americans, dared

not attack them ; and

in this position the re-

spective forces remain-

ed until the middle of

M:iy, when Clark came

with one hundred new
recruits and resumed

the command. About

that time. Major Dill

approached Augusta

with a party of Loyal-

ists to force the Ameri-

cans to raise the siege.

A detachment of Caro-

Una mountaineers and

Georgians, under Shel-

by and Carr, sent by

Clark, met them at Walt
er's bridge, on Brier Creek,

killed and wounded sever
ji^B^'r^^.L^^-^^-z^^

al, and dispersed the

rest. Other little suc-

cesses made the Ameri-

cans at Augusta feel so

strong that Clark de-

termined to attempt an

assault. An old iron

five pounder, which he

had picked up, was
mounted within four

hundred yards of Fort

Grierson, and other dis-

positions for an attack

were made. Powder
was scarce, and he sent

a message to Colonel

Pickens,' who was ma-
neuvering between Augus-

ta and Fort Ninety-Six,

asking for a supply, and
also a re-enforcement of men.

Pickens could not immediately comply, for the Indians having recommenced hostilities on

the frontiers of Georgia and Carolina, he had sent part of his force in that direction. Per-

ceiving the importance of seizing Augusta, Pickens informed Greene of the situation of af-

fairs there. That general, then advancing upon Ninety-Six, immediately ordered Lieutenant-

colonel Lee, with his legion, to join Pickens and Clark in besieging Augusta. The rapid

march of Lee, the capture of Fort Galphin and its stores, and his arrival at Augusta, have
been noticed on page 691. ^ ,, «,'^ ^ . .

>> May 21,

The capture of Fort Galphin^ was an important prelude to the siege of Au- i^si.

sword, I will go five hundred miles to demand satisfaction at the point of it for the murder of my son.—See
M'Call's Georgia, ii., 365 ; Garden's Anecdotes.

' Andrew Pickens was born in Paxton township, Pennsylvania, on the nineteenth of Seplember, 1739.
His parents were from Ireland. In 1752, he removed, with his father, to the Waxhaw settlement, in South
Carolina. He served as a volunteer in Grant's expedition against the Cherokees, in which he took his first

lessons in the art of war. He became a warm Republican when the Revolution broke out, and, as we
have seen in preceding pages of this work, he was one of the most active of the military partisans of the

South. From the close of the war until 1794, he was a member of the South Carolina Legislature, when
he was elected to a seat in Congress. He was commissioned major general of the South Carolina militia

in 1795, and was often a commissioner to treat with the Indians. President Washington offered him a
brigade of light troops under General Wayne, to serve against the Indians in the northwest, but he declined

the honor. He died at his seat in Pendleton District, South Carolina—the scene of his earliest battles—on

the seventeenth of August, 1817, at the age of seventy-eight years. His remains lie by the side of his

wife (who died two years before), in the grave-yard of the '• Old Stone Meeting-house" in Pendleton. In

1765, he married Rebecca Calhoun, aunt of the late John C. Calhoun, one of the most beautiful young
ladies of the South. Mrs. Ellet, in her Women of the Revolution (iii., 302), gives some interesting sketches

of this lady and her life during the Revolution. Her relatives and friends were very numerous, and her

marriage was attended by a great number. "Rebecca Calhoun's wedding"' was an epoch in the social

history of the district in which she resided, and old people used it as a point to reckon from.
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gusta, for it deprived Colonel Brown of a considerable body of reserved troops and of val-

uable stores. The latter vi^ere of great importance to Greene, then approaching Ninety-

Six. After the capture of this redoubt, Lee allowed his troops to repose a few hours, and

then ordered Major Eggleston, with Captains O'Neal and

Armstrong, to cross the Savannah with the cavalry, a lit-

tle below Augusta, and join Pickens and Clark. On the

same evening, Lee, with the field-piece of Captain Finley,

crossed the river, and on the morning of the twenty-third

joined the besiegers.

Eggleston, on his arrival, summoned Brown to surrender, at the same time informing him
of the approach of a strong force from General Greene's army. Brown did not credit the

information, treated the flag with contempt, and declined giving a written answer. Lee
had now arrived, and an immediate assault on Fort Grierson was determined upon. The
first measure attempted was to cut off his retreat to Fort Cornwallis. Pickens and Clark

were to attack Fort Grierson on the northwest, with the militia ; Major Eaton's battalions

and some Georgia militia, under Major Jackson, were to pass down the river and attack it

on the northeast ; while Lee, with his infantry, took a position south of the fort, so as to sup-

port Eaton, or check Brown if he should make a sortie in favor of Grierson. In the skirt

of the woods south of Lee, Eggleston, with the cavalry, was stationed. When Brown dis-

covered the peril of Grierson, he made a sortie with two field-pieces, but was soon checked

by Lee. Grierson, at the same time, endeavored to evacuate his redoubt, and attempt to

throw his command into Fort Cornwallis. Passing down the ravine on the margin of the

lagoon, some of the garrison effected their purpose ; but thirty of them were slain, and forty

five were wounded and taken prisoners. Grierson was captured, but was instantly killed

by a Georgia rifleman, who, on account of cruellies inflicted upon his family by his victim,

could not be restrained from dealing a blow of vengeace.' In this assault Major Eaton
was slain.

The Americans now turned their attention to Fort Cornwallis. They were without ar-

tillery, except the old iron piece in possession of Clark, and Finley's grasshopper ; and their

rifles had but little effect upon the fort. Lee suggested the erection of a Mayham tower,

which was used so efl5ciently at Fort Watson and Ninety-Six. This was done, under cover

of an old frame house which stood directly in front of the present Episcopal church. This

procedure made Brown uneasy, and on the night of the twenty-eighth he sent out a detach-

ment to drive the Americans from their labor. After a severe skirmish, the enemy were

driven into the fort at the point of the bayonet. On the succeeding night, a similar attempt

was made, with the same result. The tower was completed on the first of June, and for

its destruction Brown used every effort in his power. Sallies were made under cover of

night, and some severe conflicts ensued. He tried stratagem," and failed in that.

On the thirty-first of May, Brown was summoned to surrender. He refused, and that

night a six pounder, brought from Fort Grierson, was placed in battery on the tower.

Toward noon, riflemen stationed upon it opened a galling fire upon the garrison, which was
continued throughout the day. The guns were soon unmanned by the rifle balls, and the

six pounder dismounted them. The garrison dug vaults within the fort to save themselves

from the murderous fire of the assailants, and thus the siege went on until the morning of

the fourth, =1 when a {jeneral assault was ajjreed upon. While the Americans
a .hine, 1781. r r , ^^ ^ r-1- ,•

were lorming lor attack. Brown, perceiving the maintenance oi his post to be im-

' This rifleman was Captain Samuel Alexander, whose aged father had been a prisoner in Fort Corn-

wallis for some time, and was cruelly treated by both Brown and Grierson. The son was the deliverer of

his father soon after he dispatched Grierson.
^ Brown opened a communication with a house in front of the tower, and placed a quantity of powder

in it. He then sent a Scotchman, under the cloak of a deserter, who advised the Americans to burn that

old house, as it stood in their way. Had they done so, the explosion of the powder might have destroyed

the tower. Lee suspected the man, and had him confined. Brown finally applied a slow match and blew

up the house, but the tower was unharmed.
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possible, sent out a flag and oflered to make a conditional surrender to Pickens and Lee.

The day was spent in negotiations, and early the next morning the fort was surrendered to

Captain Ptudulph, who was appointed to take possession. The garrison marched out and

laid down their arms, and Brown and his fellow-prisoners were paroled to Savannah under

a sufficient guard, who marched down the river on the Carolina side.' Pickins and Lee

soon hastened to the aid of Greene, then investing Ninety-Six. In this siege of Augusta,

the Americans had sixteen killed and thirty-five wounded ; seven of them mortally. The
loss of the British was fifty-two killed ; and three hundred and thirty-four, including the

wounded, were made prisoners of war. ^ The British never had possession of Augusta after

this event.

Let us close the chronicle for a while.

It was toward noon when we descended Liberty Hill, looked in upon the slave-market

at Hamburg (the first and last I ever saw), and crossed Shultz's bridge to Augusta. After

dinner I visited the site of Fort Cornwallis, and made the sketch on page 715; also the

site of Fort Grierson, of which no vestiges remain. The rivulet is still there, and the

marshy lagoon on the brink of the river ; but the " guUey" mentioned in the local histories

was filled, and houses and gardens covered the site of the redoubt and its ravelins. At the

office of the mayor, I saw (and was permitted to copy) a sketch of the proposed monument

to be erected in the middle of the broad and beautifully shaded Greene Sti-eet, directly in

front of the City Hall, in honor of the Georgia Signers of the Declaration of Independence.

It is to be a granite obelisk, forty-five feet in height, composed of square blocks of stone.

The base of the obelisk will be six feet eight inches square at the bottom, and gradually

tapered to the top. It will rest upon a base twelve feet eight inches square, elevated two

feet above the ground. The corner-stone is already laid, and it is to be hoped that an-

other will soon be added to the few monuments already erected to the memory of Revolu-

tionary patriots.

I left Augusta on the evening of the twenty-fifth^ with real regret, for the

beauty of the city, ornamented with water-oaks, wild olives, holly, palmettoes, mag-

nolias, and other evergreens ; the gardens blooming ; the orange-trees budding in the bland

air, and the courtesy of the citizens whom I met, wooed me to a longer tarry. But " home,

sweet home," beckoned me away, and at eight o'clock I entered a mail-coach, with a single

fellow-passenger, for a ride of fifty-two miles to the " Ninety-mile Station," on the Great

Central Railway. I had a pleasant companion while he kept awake, and we whiled away

the tedious night hours by agreeable conversation until we reached Waynesborough,^ where

we exchanged horses and the mails. After leaving the village, I endeavored to sleep. My
companion complained that he never could slumber in a coach ; and I presume his loud

snoring always keeps him awake, for in ten minutes after leaving the post-office his nasal

pipes were chanting bass to the alto of the coach-wheels.

We breakfasted at sunrise at a log-house in the forest, and arrived at the rail-way, on

the upper border of Severn county, near the banks of the Great Ogeeche, at eleven o'clock,

where we dined, and at one departed for Savannah. Swamps, plantations, and forests, with

scarcely a hill, or even an undulation, compose the monotonous scenery. While enjoying the

pleasing anticipation of an early arrival in Savannah, our locomotive became disabled by

the breaking of a piston-rod. We were yet forty miles from our goal, in the midst of a vast

swamp, ten miles from any habitation, near the road. The sun went down ; the twilight

faded away, and yet we were immovable. At intervals the engineer managed to start his

steed and travel a short distance, and then stop. Thus we crawled along, and at eleven

' The brother of young M'Koy, who was hanged and scalped by Brown's ordens, and who, thirsting for

revenge, had joined Clark before Augusta, endeavored to kill Brown, but was prevented by the guard. It

was during this march to Savannah, when at Silver Bluff, that Brown encountered Mrs. M'Koy, as related

on page 716. = M-Call, ii., 370 ; Lee, 238 ;
Ramsay, ii., 238.

^ Waynesborough is the capital of Burke county. It is upon a branch of Brier Creek, about thirty-fivt

miles above the place of General Ashe's defeat.
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o'clock at night we reached the thirty mile station, where we supped at the expense of the rail

way company. At our haltings we started light-wood fires, whose blaze amid the tall trees

draped with moss, the green cane-brakes, and the dry oases, garnished with dwarf palmettoes,

produced the most picturesque eflects. A hand-car was sent down to Savannah for another

engine, and at six o'clock in the morning we entered that city. I breakfasted at the Pic-

laski House, a large building fronting upon Johnson Square, amid whose noble trees stands

a monument erected by the citizens of Savannah to the memory of General Greene and the

Count Pulaski.'
'

^ c ^

Savannah is pleasant-

ly situated upon a sand-

bkifT, some forty feet

above low-water-mark,

sloping toward swamps

and savannahs, at a low-

er altitude in the interi-

or. It is upon the south

side of the river, about

eighteen miles from the

ocean. The city is laid

out in rectangles, and has

ten public squares. The
streets are generally

broad and well shaded,

some of them with four

rows of Pride-of-India

trees, which, in summer,

add greatly to the beauty

of the city and comfort

of the inhabitants. Be-
Ubeene and Pulaski Monument.

fore noting the localities

of interest in Savannah

and suburbs, let us open

the interesting pages of

its history, and note

their teachings respect-

ing Georgia in general,

and of the capital in par-

ticular, whose founda-

tions were laid by Gen-

eral Oglethorpe.

We have already con-

sidered the events which

led to the settlement

of the Carolinas, within

whose charter limits

Georgia was originally

included, and we will

here refer only to the

single circumstance con-

nected with the earlier

efTorts at settlement, which some believe to be well authenticated, namely, that Sir Walter

Raleigh, when on his way to the Orinoco, in South America, entered the Savannah Pviver,

and upon the blufi' where the city now stands stood and talked with the Indian king.''

There are reasonable doubts of the truth of this statement.

As late as 1730, the territory lying between the Savannah and Alatamaha Rivers was

entirely uninhabited by white people. On the south the Spaniards held possession, and on

the west the French had Louisiana, while the region under consideration, partially filled

with powerful Indian tribes, was claimed by Great Britain. To prevent France and Spain

from occupying it (for the latter already began to claim territory even north of the Savan-

nah), and as a protection to the Carolina planters against the encroachments of their hostile

neighbors, various schemes of emigration thither were proposed, but without being efTected.

Finally, in 1729, General James Oglethorpe, a valorous soldier and humane Christian, then

a member of Parliament, made a proposition in that body for the founding of a colony to

be composed of poor persons who were confi.ned for debt and minor offenses in the prisons

1 In March 1825, at a meeting of the citizens of Savannah, it was determined to take the occasion of the

expected visit of General La Fayette to that city to lay the corner-stones of two monuments, one to the

memory of Greene, in Johnson Square ; the other in memory of Pulaski, in Chippewa Square. These

corner-stones were accordingly laid by La Fayette on the twenty-first of March, 1825. Some donations

were made; and in November, 1826, the State Legislature authorized a lottery, for the purpose of raising

$35,000 to' complete the monuments. The funds were accumulated very slowly, and it was finally re-

solved to erect one monument, to be called the " Greene and Pulaski Monument." The structure here

.ielineated is of Georgia marble upon a granite base, and was completed in 1829. The lottery is still in

operation, and since this monument was completed has realized a little more than $12,000.—Bancroft's

Census and Slalistics of Savannah, 1848. The second monument, a beautiful work of art, will soon be

erected in Chippewa Square. Launitz. the sculptor, of New York, is intrusted with its construction.

i See M'Calfs History of Georgia, note,!.. 34.
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of England.' He instituted an inquiry into their condition, which resulted in the convic-

tion that their situation would be more tolerable in the position of a military colony, acting

as a barrier between the Carolinians and their troublesome

neighbors, than in the moral contamination and physical

miseries of prison life. The class of persons whom he de-

signed to transplant to America were not wicked criminals,

but chiefly insolvent debtors. Oglethorpe also proposed to

make the new colony an asylum for the persecuted Protest-

ants of Germany and other Continental states, and in this

religious idea he included the pious thought of spiritual

benefit to the Indian tribes. The Earl of Shaftesbury (the

fourth bearing that title) and other influential men warm-

ly espoused the scheme, and a general enthusiasm upon the

subject soon pervaded the nation. A royal charter was

obtained in 1732 ibr twenty-one years;'" large sums were

subscribed by individuals ; and in the course of two years.

Parliament voted one hundred and eighty thousand dollars in support of the scheme.^

Oglethorpe volunteered to act as governor of the new colony, and to accompany the set-

tlers to their destination. Accordingly, in November, 1732, he embarked with one hundred

and twenty emigrants, and in fifty-seven days arrived ofi' the bar of Charleston. He was

warmly welcomed by the Carolinians, and on the thirteenth of January he sailed for Port

Royal. While the colonists were landing, Oglethorpe, with a few followers, proceeded

southward, ascended the Savannah River to the high blufi' and there selected a spot for a

city, the capital of the future state. With the Yamacraw Indians, half a mile from this

bluif, dwelt Tonio Chichi, the grand sachem of the Indian confederacy of that tegion.

Oglethorpe and the chief both desired friendly relations ; and when the former invited the

latter to his tent, Tomo Chichi came, bearing in his hand a small bufialo skin, appropriately

ornamented, and addressed Oglethorpe in eloquent and conciliatory terms. ^ Friendly rela-

General Oglethorpe.'

' In 1728, Oglethorpe's attention was drawn to the condition of debtors in prison by visiting a gentleman

confined in the Fleet Jail, who was heavily ironed and harshly treated. He obtained a parliamentary com-

mission to inquire into the state of debtor-prisoners throughout England, of which he was made chairman.

They reported in 1729, and efforts at reform were immediately made. The most popular proposition was

that of Oglethorpe, to use the prison materials for founding a new state in America.
* This charter was unlike all that had preceded it. Instead of being given for purposes of private ad-

vantage, as a money speculation, it was so arranged that the administrators of the affairs of the new col-

ony could derive no profit from it whatever ; they acted solely "in trust for the poor." It was purely a

benevolent scheine. They were to manage the affairs of the colony for twenty-one years, after which it

was to revert to the crown. In honor of the king, who gave the scheme his hearty approval, the territory

included within the charter was called Georgia. The seal of the new province bore a representation of a

group of silk-worms at work, with the motto Non sibi, scd aiiis— '• Not for themselves, but for others."

^ James Edward Oglethorpe was born in Surrey, England, on the twenty-first of December, 1698. He
entered the army at an early age, and served under Prince Eugene as his aid-de-camp. He was for many

years a member of Parliament, and while in that position successfully advocated a scheme for colonizing

Georgia. He founded Savannah in 1733. In prosecution of his benevolent enterprise, he crossed the

ocean several times. He performed a good deal of military service in Georgia and Florida. He returned

to England in 1743, and was married in 1744. In 1745, he was promoted to the rank of brigadier in the

British army, and in 1747 to nmjor general. He was employed, under the Duke of Cumberland, against

the Pretender, during 1745. When General Gage went to England in 1775, the supreme command of the

British army in North America was offered to Oglethorpe. His merciful conditions did not please minis-

ters, and General Howe received the appointment. He died at Grantham Hall, on the thirtieth of June,

1785, at the age of eighty-seven years, and was buried in Grantham Church, Essex, where his tomb bears

a poetic epitaph. "* Graham, iii., 180-184.

^ " Here," said the chief, " is a little present ; I give you a Buffalo's skin, adorned on the inside with the

head and feathers of aij Eagle, which I desire you to accept, because the Eagle is an emblem of speed, and

the Bufl'alo of strength. The English are swift as the bird, and strong as the beast, since, like the former,

they flew over vast seas to the uttermost parts of the earth ;
and like the latter, they are so strong that

nothing can withstand them. The feathers of an Eagle are soft, and signify love ; the Buffalo's skin is

warm, and signifies protection
;

therefore, I hope the English will love and protect our little families."
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_^

tions were established, and on the twelfth of Februarya the little band of settlers

came from Port Royal and landed at the site of the future city of Savannah.
For almost a year the governor lived under a tent stretched upon pine boughs, while the

streets of the town were laid out, and the people built their houses of timber, each twenty-
four by sixteen feet in size. In May following, a treaty with the Indian chiefs of the coun-

try was held
; and on the first of June, it was signed, by which the English obtained sov-

erei'gnly over the lands of the Creek nation, as far south as the St. John's, in Florida. Such
was the beginning of one of the original thirteen states of our confederacy.

Within eight years after the founding of Savannah, twenty-five hundred emigrants had
been sent out to Georgia, at an expense of four hundred thousand dollars.' Among these

were one hundred and fifty Highlanders, well disciplined in military tactics, who were of

essential service to Oglethorpe. Very strict moral regulations were adopted \^ lots of land,

twenty-five acres each, were granted to men for military services, and every care was exer-

cised to make the settlers comfortable. Yet discontent soon prevailed, for they saw the

Carolinians growing rich by traffic in negroes ; they also saw them prosper commercially
by trade with the West Indies. They complained of the Wesleyans as too rigid, and these

pious Methodists left the colony and returned home. Still, prosperity did not smile upon
the settlers, and a failure of the scheme was anticipated.

Oglethorpe, who went to England in 1734, returned in 1736, with three hundred em-
igrants. A storm was gathering upon the southern frontier of his domain. The Spaniards

at St. Augustine regarded the rising state with jealousy, and as a war between England
and Spain was anticipated, vigilance was necessary. Oglethorpe resolved to maintain the

claim of Great Britain south to the banks of the St. John's, and the Highlanders, settled

at Darien, volunteered to aid him. With a few fol-

\- lowers, he hastened in a scout-boat to St. Simon's Isl-

and, where he laid the foundations of Frederica, and

upon the bluff' near by he constructed a fort oi tabby

^

the ruins of which may still be seen there. He also

caused forts to be erected at Augusta, Darien, on

Cumberland Island, and near the mouth of the St.

--^gHtf<=<-^7^"^ ^ Mary's and St. John's. Perceiving these hostile

Ruins of Oglethorpe's bIrkacks at Fbedebica.i preparations, the Spanish authorities at St. Augus-

tine sent commissioners to confer with Oglethorpe.

They demanded the evacuation of the whole of Georgia, and even of the region north of the

Savannah to St. Helena Sound. This demand was accompanied by a menace of war in the

event of non-compliance. Thus matters stood for several months.

In the winter of 1736—7, Oglethorpe again went to England, where he received the com-
mission of brigadier general, with a command extending over South Carolina as well as

* Amot)g those who went to Georgia during this period were John and Charles Wesley, the founders of
the Methodist sect. Also in 1733, quite a large body of Moravians, on the invitation of the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel, left the Old Continent for the New, and pitched their tents near Savannah, after a
long voyage. They soon made their way up the Savannah to a beautiful stream, where the\^ settled down
permanently, and called the creek and their settlement, Ebenezer, a name which they still bear.

Whitfield came in 1740, and established an orphan-house at Savannah. He sustained it for a while, by
contributions drawn from the people of the several provinces by his eloquence ; but when he was asleep in

the soil of Now England, it failed. All Christians were admitted to equal citizenship, except Roman Cath-
olics ; they were not allowed a residence there.

* The importation of rum was prohibited, and, to prevent a contraband trade in the article, commerciaX
intercourse with the West Indies was forbidden. The importation of negroes was also forbidden.

^ Tabby is a mixture of lime with oyster-shells and gravel, which, when dry, form a hard rocky mass.
* This is from a sketch made by W. W. Hazzard, Esq., in 1851. Mr. Hazzard writes :

" These ruins
stand on the left bank or bluff of the south branch of the Alatamaha River, on the west side of St. Simon's
Island, where the steamers pass from Savannah to Florida." This fort was a scene of hostilities during
the war of the Revolution, and also that of 1812 ; and is one of the most interesting military relics of our
country. Mr. Hazzard states that, in his field in the rear of it, his men always turn up " bomb-shells and
hollow shot whenever they plow there." The whole remains are upon his plantation at West Point.
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Georgia. There he remained a year and a half, when he returned to his colony with a

regiment of six hundred men to act against the Spaniards. England declared war against

Spain in the latter part of 1739, and Oglethorpe immediately planned an expedition against

St. Augustine. The St. Mary's was then considered (as it remains) the boundary between

Georgia and Florida. Over that line Oglethorpe marched in May, 1740, with four hund-

red of his regiment, some Carolinians, and a large body of friendly Indians. He captured a

Spanish fort within twenty-five miles of St. Augustine. A small fortress, within two miles

of that place, was surrendered on his approach, but a summons to give up the town was an-

swered by defiant words. The invaders maintained a siege for some time, when the arrival

of re-enforcements for the garrison, and the prevalence of sickness in the camp,

obliged them to withdraw and return to Savannah.

a

In 1 742, the Spaniards invaded Georgia. A fleet of thirty-six sail, with more than three

thousand troops from Havana and St. Augustine, entered the harbor of St. Si-
bjuiyifi

mons,b and a little above the town of the same name, erected a battery of twenty I'^^s.

guns. Oglethorpe, with eight hundred men, exclusive of Indians, was then on the island-

He withdrew to his fort at Frederica, and anxiously awaited re-enforcements from Carolina.

He skirmished successfully with attacking parties, and arranged for a night assault upon

the enemy's battery. A deserter (a French soldier) defeated his plan ; but the sagacity of

Oglethorpe used the miscreant's agency to his subsequent advantage, by bribing a Spanish

prisoner to carry a letter to the deserter, containing information that a British fleet was

about to attack St. Augustine. Of course the letter was handed to the Spanish commander,

who arrested the Frenchman as a spy. The intelligence contained in Oglethorpe's letter

alarmed the garrison, and the Spaniards determined to assail the English immediately, and

then return to St. Augustine as speedily as possible. On their march to the attack of

Frederica, they fell into an ambuscade. Great slaughter ensued, and they retreated precip-

itately. The place of conflict is called Bloody Marsh to this day. On their retreat, by

water, they attacked Fort William, at the southern extremity of Cumberland Island, but

were repulsed with loss. The expedition was disastrous to the Spaniards in every particular,

and the commander was tried by a court-martial at Havana, and dismissed from the service

in disgrace.

After ten years of service in and for the colony of Georgia, Oglethorpe returned to En-

gland, and his feet never again pressed the soil of America. His rule had been chiefly

military. A civil government was now established, c under the control of a president
^

and council, who were instructe'd to administer it as the trustees should dictate. Pros-

perity did not yet gladden the settlers, and the colony had a sickly existence. At length

the moral and commercial restrictions began to be evaded ; slaves were brought from Car-

olina, and hired first for a few years, and then for a hundred years, or during life. This

was equivalent to a purchase, and was so considered by the parties ; for a sum, equal to the

value of the slave, was paid in advance. Finally, slave ships came directly to Savannah

from Africa ; slave labor was generally introduced, and Georgia, like Carohna, became a

planting state. In 1752, the trustees, wearied with the complaints of the colonists, resign-

ed the charter into the hands of the king, and from that period until the war of the llev-

olution, Georgia was a royal province.' When the treaty of Paris in 1763 guarantied,

as far as possible, general peace in America, the province, for the first time, began to flourish

and take an important place among the Anglo-American colonies ; and in the hostilities

against the Indians on the frontiers^ its people performed their part well in furnishing pro-

visions and men for the armies.

The inhabitants of Georgia first began to feel the hand of British taxation, when, in

1767, Governor Wright communicated his instructions from the king to require implicit obe-

' John Reynolds was the first royal governor. He was appointed in 1754, and was succeeded in 1757

by Henry ICllis. Sir James Wright, who was the last royal governor of Georgia, succeeded Ellis in 1760,

and held the otEce until 1776.
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dience to the Mutiny Act.' They were compelled to acquiesce, but it was with reluctance

They had not realized the practical iniquity of the Stamp Act ; and when, in 1768, the As-

sembly at Savannah appointed Dr. Franklin an agent to attend to the interests of the col-

ony in Great Britain, they had no formal special complaint to make, nor difficulties with

government for him to adjust. They generally instructed him to use efforts to have the

acts of Parliament repealed, which were offensive to all the colonies. To a circular letter

a 1768. from the speaker of the Massachusetts Assembly, ^ proposing a union of the colonies,

an answer of approval was returned. In 1770,'' the Legislature spoke out boldly

against the oppressive acts of the mother country, by publishing a Declaration

of E-ights, similar in sentiment to that of the " Stamp Act Congress" at New York. Gov-

ernor Wright was displeased, and viewing the progress of revolutionary principles within

his province with concern, he went to Enijlandc to confer with ministers. He re-
c 1771. . . .

mained there about a year and a half. During his absence, James Habersham, pres-

ident of the council, exercised executive functions.

The Republicans of Georgia had become numerous in 1773, and committees of correspond-

ence were early formed, and acted efficiently. A meeting of the friends of liberty was called

in Savannah in the autumn of that year, but Sir James Wright, supported by a train of

civil officers, prevented the proposed public expression of opinion. The wealthy feared loss

of property by Revolutionary movements, while the timid trembled at the thought of resist-

ance to royal government. Selfishness and fear kept the people comparatively quiet for a

while. In the mean time, a powerful Tory party was organizing in South Carolina and in

Georgia, and emissaries were sent by the governors of these provinces among the Indians on

the frontiers, to prepare them to lift the hatchet and go out upon the war-path against the

white people, if rebellion should ensue. Such was the condition of Georgia when called

upon to appoint representatives in the Continental Congress, to be held at Philadelphia in

1774. Half encircled by fierce savages, and pressed down by the heel of strongly-suppo'rt-

ed royal power in their midst, the Republicans needed stout hearts and unbending resolu-

tion. These they possessed ; and in the midst of difficulties they were bold, and adopted

measures of co-operation with the other colonies in resistance to tyranny.

On the fourteenth of July,fl the Sons of Liberty were requested to assemble at the
d 1774

•'

.

"^

" liberty pole at Tondee's tavern,^ in Savannah, on Wednesday, the twenty-seventh

instant, in order that public matters may be taken under consideration, and such other con-

stitutio?ial measures pursued as may then appear most eligjble."^ The call was signed by

Noble W. Jones (who in 1780 was a prisoner in Charleston), Archibald Bullock, John

Houstoun, and George Walton. A meeting was accordingly held at the watch-house in Sa-

c July "7 vannah,e where letters from Northern committees were read, and a committee to

i"^''- draft resolutions was appointed.* These proceedings were published, and the gov-

ernor, alarmed at the progress of rebellion around him, issued a countervailintr proc-
f August. .

r to ' o 1

lamation.f He called upon the people to discountenance these seditious men and

measures, and menaced the disobedient with the penalties of stern British law.

On the tenth of August another meeting was held, when it was resolved to concur with

their sister colonies in acts of resistance to oppression. After strongly condemning the

Boston Port Bill, they appointed a committee to receive subscriptions for tbe sufiering peo-

' A proviso of this act, as we have elsewhere noticed, required the colonists to provide various neces-

saries lor soldiers that might be quartered among them.

^ The first liberty-pole was erected in Savannah, on the fifth of June, 1775, in front of Peter Tondee's

tavern. His house stood upon the spot now (1849) occupied by Smet's new stores. ^ M'Call, ii., 16.
* John Glenn was chosen chairman of the meeting. The following-named gentlemen were appointed the

committee to prepare the resolutions : John Glenn. John Smith, Joseph Claj', John Houstoun, Noble W. Jones,

Lyman Hall, William Young, Edward Telfair, Samuel Farley, George Walton, Joseph Habersham, Jonathan

Bryan, Jonathan Cochran, George M'Intosh, Sutton Banks, William Gibbons, Benjamin Andrew, John Winn,

John Stirk, Archibald Bullock, James Scriven, David Zubloy, Henry Davis Bourguin, Elisha Butler, William

Baker, Parminus Way, John Baker, John Mann, John Benefield, John Stacey, and John Morel. These
were the leading Sons of Liberty at Savannah in 1774.



OF THE REVOLUTION. 795

Contributions for Boston. Tory Influence. Whig Boldness. Spiking of Cannon. Tar and Feathers.

pie of that city, and within a few hours after the adjournment of the meeting, five hundred

and seventy-five barrels of rice were contributed and shipped for Massachusetts. The gov-

ernor assembled his friends at the court-house a few days afterward, and their disapproba-

tion of the conduct of the Republicans was expressed in strong terms. Agents were sent

throughout the province to obtain the signatures of the people to a printed denunciation of

the Whigs ; and. by means of menaces and promises, an apparent majority of the inhabit-

ants declared in lavor of royal rule.' So powerfully did the tide of opposition against the

Whigs flow for a while, that they did not appoint delegates to the Continental Congress,

which convened in Philadelphia in September, and Georgia was not represented in that first

Federal R,epublican council,''' yet they heartily approved of the measure, and by words and

actions nobly responded to that first great resolution, adopted by the Continenal Congress on

the eighth ol' October, 1774,' which approved of the resistance of Massachusetts.

The Republicans continued to assemble during the winter of 1774—5, and in May fol-

lowing they determined to anticipate an act on the part of Governor Wright similar to that

of Gage at Boston. Accordingly, on the night of the eleventh of May, a six of the

members of the Council of Safety ,"* and others, broke open the magazine,^ took out the

powder, sent a portion of it to Beaufort, South Carolina, and concealed the remainder in

their garrets and cellars. The governor ofiered a reward of one hundred and fifty pounds

sterling for the apprehension of the offenders, but the secret was never revealed till the pa-

triots used the powder in defense of their liberties.

On the first of June, Governor Wright and the Loyalists of Savannah prepared to cele-

brate the king's birth-day. On the night of the second, some of the leading Whigs spiked

the cannon on the battery, and hurled them to the bottom of the blufi". Nineteen days

afterward, a meeting was called for the purpose of choosing a committee to enforce the re-

quirements of the American Association, '^xxi forth by the Congress of 1774.^ The first

victim to his temerity in opposing the operations of the committee was a man named Hop-

kins. He ridiculed the Whigs, and they, in turn, gave him a coat of tar and feathers, and

paraded him in a cart through the town for f&ur or five hours. About this time, a letter

from Governor Wright to General Gage w^as intercepted by the vigilant Whigs of Charles-

' The only newspaper in the province (the Georgia Gazette, established in 1762) was under the control of

Governor Wright, and through it he disseminated much sophistry, and sometimes falsehoods among the people.

^ The committees of St. John's parish convened on the ninth of February, 1775, and addressed a'circu'lar

letter to the committees of other colonies, asking their consent to the reception of a representative in Con-

gress from that particular parish. Encouraged by the answer they received, they met again on the twen-

ty-first of March, and appointed Dr. Lyman Hall to represent them. When he went to Philadelphia, he

took with him. from Sunbury, one hundred and sixty barrels of rice, and two hundred and fifty dollars, as a

present to the people of Boston.

^ The whole record of the proceedings of Congress on that da}' is as follows :

" Saturday, October 8, 1774.—The Congress resumed the consideration of the letter from Boston, and,

upon motion,

Resolved. That this Congress approve the opposition of the inhabitants of Massachusetts Bay to the exe-

cution of the late Acts of Parliament; and if the same shall be attempted to be carried into execution by

force, in such case, all America ought to support them in their opposiiion."

The proceedings of that one day should be written in brass and marble
;

for the resolution then adopted

was the first Federal gauntlet of defiance cast at the feet of the British monarch. The eighth of October,

1774, should be placed by the side of the fourth of July, 1776, as one of the most sacred days in the calen-

dar of Freedom.
•* These were Noble Wimberly Jones, Joseph Habersham, Edward Telfair, William Gibbons, Joseph

Clay, and John Milledge.
^ The magazine was at the eastern extremity of the town. It was sunk about twelve feet under the

ground, inclosed with brick, and secured by a door in such a way that the governor did not consider a guard

necessary.

8 This committee consisted of sixteen leading men of Savannah, among whom was Samuel (afterward

General) Elbert, and George Walton, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence.

M'Call (ii., 45) says that, after the meeting adjourned, ''a number of gentlemen dined at Tondee's tavern,

where the Union flag was hoisted upon the liberty-pole, and two pieces of artillery were placed under it."

The Union flag, of thirteen red and white stripes, was not adopted until the first of January, 1776, when it

was first unfurled in the American camp, near Boston.
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ton. It contained a request for Gage to send some British troops to suppress the rebellious

spirit of the Georgians.' The Republicans were exceedingly indignant; and when, a day

or two afterward, it was known that Captain Maitland had arrived at Tybee Island, at the

mouth of the Savannah, with thirteen thousand pounds of

powder and other articles for the British and Indians, it was

determined to seize the vessel. The Georgia Assembly was

then in session.'' The leading Whigs approved of the enter-

prise, and on the night of the tenth of July, thirty volunteers,

under Commodore Bowen and Colonel Joseph Habersham,

embarked in two boats, took possession of the ship, discharged

the crew, and placed the powder in the magazine in Savan-

nah, except five thousand pounds, which they sent to the army

then investing Boston, under General Washington.^ The In-

dian hostilities, which occurred at this time on the western
Savannah and Vicinity.

frontiers, we have considered in preceding chaptei's.

The spirit of resist-

ance waxed stronger and

stronger during the au-

tumn of 1775. In Jan-

uary, 177G, it assumed a

form of strength and de-

termination hitherto un-

known in Georgia. On
the eighteenth of that

month, Colonel Joseph Ha-

bei'sham,'' who was a mem-
ber of the Assembly, raised

a party of volunteers, took

Governor Wright a prison-

er, and paroled him to his

own house, ^ before which a

sentinel was placed, /V
and forbid all inter- //T~7
course between him c^'^ C/^ '^0^O'^^.

and persons inimical to the

Hepublican cause. On the

night of the eleventh of

February, a during

a storm, the govern-

or escaped from a back

window of his house, with

John Muloyne, and went

down the river five miles,

to Bonaventure, the resi-

dence of that gentleman.

There a boat and crew

were waiting for him, and

he M'as conveyed to Tybee

Sound, and took shelter on

board the armed ship Scar-

borough.

^^ ^^ Royal rule had
^'^^^^^^^ now actually cea.sed

' The Secret Committee at Charleston, who intercepted this letter, placed another in the cover, with

Governor Wright's name counterfeited, and sent it on to Gage. In that letter they said (as if Governor
Wright was ]tenning it), " I have wrote for troops to awe the people, but now there is no occasion for send-

ing them, for the people are again come to some order." Gage was thus misled.

* They met on the fourth of July. On the fifteenth, they elected Archibald Bullock, John Houstoun, John

Joachim Zubley, Noble Wimberly Jones, and Lyman Hall, to represent that province in the Continental

Congress. These were the first delegates elected by the representatives of the whole people, for Hall repre-

sented only the parish of St. John's. Fifty-three members signed their credentials. Zubley afterward be-

came a traitor. While the subject of independence was being debated in 1776, Samuel Chase, of Mary-
land, accused Zubley of communicating with Governor Wright. Zubley denied the charge, but while Chase

was collecting proof, the recusant fled.

' One of the men engaged in this adventure was Ebenezer Smith Piatt. He was afterward made a prison-

er, and being recognized as one of this daring party, was sent to England, where he lay in jail many months,

under a charge of high treason. He was eventually considered a prisoner of war, and was exchanged.
* Joseph Habersham was the son of a merchant of Savannah, who died at New Brunswick, in New Jer-

sey, in August, 1775. Joseph Habersham held the rank of lieutenant colonel in the Continental army. In

1785, he was a member of Congress from Savannah
;
and in 1795, Washington appointed him postmaster

general of the United States. He held that office until 1800, when he resigned. He was made president

of the Branch Bank of the United States, at Savannah, in 1802, which position he held until his death, in

November, 1815, at Ihe age of sixty-five years. The name of his brother James, late President of the

Council, appears upon the first bill of credit issued by the Provincial Congress of Georgia in 1776.
* Governor Wright's house was on the lot in Heathcote Ward, where the Telfair House now stands.

The Council House was on the lot where Georse Schley. Esq.. resided in 1849.



OF THE REVOLUTION. 727

Congressional Delegates. Savannah Menaced. British Repulsed. Party Lines. Lee's Expedition.

in Georgia, and the Assembly assumed governmental powers. They elected new delegates

to the Continental Congress ;a' passed a resolution to raise a battalion of Continental a 1776.

troops ;b- and issued bills of credit in the form, of certificates, and ordered them to i^ Feb. 4.

be received at par in payment of debts and for merchandise.

Governor Wright wrote a letter to the Assemblyc very conciliatory in its tone,
j^

„

but receiving no answer, he resolved to allow the armed vessels at the mouth of

the river to force their way to the town, and procure such supplies as they needed. Eleven

merchant vessels, laden with rice, were then at Savannah ready to sail. These were seized

by the war ships, and Majors Maitland and Grant landed, with a considerable force, upon

Hutchinson's Island, opposite Savannah, preparatory to an attack upon the town. '5
j March 6,

The patriots were on the alert, and sent a flag to Maitland, warning him to de- i7~6.

sist. This flag was detained, and another was fired upon. Further parley was deemed

unnecessary, and the next day two merchant vessels, lying in the stream, were set on fire by

the patriots. Floating down to the one containing Maitland and Grant, with their men,

great consternation was produced. Some of the soldiers jumped overboard and swam ashore
;

some stuck in the mud, and many lost their fire-arms ; while the officers escaped in boats

to Hutchinson's Island. At this critical moment, four hundred Carolinians, under Colonel

Bull, arrived, and aided the Georgians in repulsing the assailants. Three of the merchant

vessels were burned, six were dismantled, and two escaped to sea.

The breach between the Whigs and Tories was now too wide to be closed, and the line

was very distinctly drawn by stringent measures on the part of the former.^ These tended

to winnow the chaff from the wheat, and many Tories, possessed of no property, left Georgia

and took refuge in East Florida, where Governor Tonyn was actively engaged in fitting out

privateers to prey upon the infant commerce of the Southern colonists, and to ravage their

coasts. The Tories there organized under the title of the Florida Rangers, and were led

by Thomas Brown, the Augusta Loyalist, who afterward commanded the garrison at that

place. A fort built by Governor Wright's brother, on the St. Mary's, was their place of

rendezvous, whence they went out and levied terrible contributions, in the way of pkuider,

upon the people of Southern Georgia, who were thinly scattered over the country.

The war had now fairly commenced, and the flame of patriotism which burned so bright-

ly at the North was not less intense in Georgia. The Declaration of Independ- , Augiistio,

ence was received in Savannah© with great joy." Pursuant to the recommenda- 1776.

tion of the Continental Congress, the people turned their attention to the organization of civil

government, upon the basis of independence, and in strengthening their military power. To

weaken the British and Tories in the South, an expedition against St. Augustine (then in

possession of the English) was planned, and General Charles Lee, then at Charleston, was

invited to take the command of troops that might be sent. Lee perceived the advantages

to be derived from such a measure, and acquiescing, he immediately ordered Brigadier Rob-

ert Howe to proceed to Savannah with troops. Howe had marched as far as Sun-
f -i„„„st,

bury, at the mouth of the Midway Pviver,f when sickness, want of artillery and i"76.

1 Archibald Bullock, John Honstoun, Lyman Hall, Button Gwinnett, and George Walton.

2 Lachlin M'Intosh was appointed colonel ; Samuel Elbert, lieutenant colonel ; and Joseph Habersham,

major.
» When the British first appeared in the attitude of assailants, the Committee of Safety appraised such

houses in Savannah as were owned by Republicans, with the determination of applying the torch if they

could not repulse the enemy. The houses of the Tories were not noticed
;
and therefore, in the event of

a general conflagration, their property would not be accounted for.

* Archibald Bullock, president of the council, convened that body, on the receipt of the Declaration (which

came by express in thirty-five days from Philadelphia), when they ordered it to be publicly read in front

of the council-chamber. There, under a military escort, the council proceeded to the liberty-pole, where

they were saluted by thirteen cannon-peals and small arms from the first Continental battalion, under Col-

onel M'Intosh. Proceeding to the battery, another salute of thirteen guns was fired. The people then par-

took of a dinner in a grove, where thirteen toasts were given. In the afternoon, there was a funeral pro-

cession, and the royal government was buried, with the customary ceremonies. In the evening, the town

was brilliantly illuminated.—M'Call, ii., 90.
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other necessaries for the campaign, caused Lee to abandon the enterprise. The effect of

this movement was disastrous to the Whigs. The Tories gained confidence
; and on the

seventh day of Februa-

ry, 1777, they attacked

Fort M'lntosh.^ The
garrison was command-

ed by Captain Richard

Winn, of South Caroli-

na. After holding out

for two days, he was

obliged to surrender.

The officers and pri-

vates of the garrison

were all paroled except

two young officers, who

were taken to St. Au-

gustine and kept as hos-

tages.

During the autumn

of 1776, a conven

tion was held in Sa

It was adopted on the

5th of February follow-

ing, c and Button
.

c 1777.

Gwinnett, one of

the signers of the Dec-

laration of Independ-

ence, was chosen pres-

ident of the council, an

office equivalent in its

functions to that of gov-

ernor. In consequence

of military rivalry, a

serious difficulty arose

between Gwinnett and

Colonel M'Intosh,'' who
had just been elected

brigadier general of the

Georgia Continent-

^ al troops. A duel

A ensued, when bothvannah to form a

state Constitution.
<=*«^ '•^^''^'^^^ ' ^^-^ ^ t-

.
v_^^v^»'«'

«- were wounded, each

with a bullet in the thigh. M'Tntosh recovered ; Gwinnett died. M'Intosh was tried for

murder, at the instance of Gwinnett's friends, and was acquitted. This quarrel produced

a serious local agitation, which at one time menaced the Pi-epublican stability of Georgia,

and the true friends of the cause were alarmed. To allay party feeling. General M=Tntosh

consented to accept of a station at the North ; and Washington appointed him command-

er-in-chief of the Western Department, with his head-quarters at Pittsburg, where we have

already met him. (See page 500.)

During the summer and autumn of 1777, Colonels Elbert, Scriven, Baker, and others, at-

tempted to dislodge the Tories from East Florida, and several skirmishes occurred. These

expeditions were fruitless of advantage to the patriots, and much suffering ensued. Freder-

ica was attacked by the enemy ; some Americans and negroes were captured, and consider-

able property was carried oS. Often, during the autumn, predatory excursions were made

' This was a small stockade, one hundreci feet square, with a block-house in the center, and a bastion at

each corner. It was situated upon the northeast side of Saltilla River, in the present Camden county.

^ Lachlin M'Intosh was born near Inverness, in Scotland, in 1727. He was the son of John M., who
was al the head of the Borlam branch of the clan M'Intosh. He came to Georfria with General Ogle-

thorpe in 1736, when Lachlin was nine years of age. His father beinsj made a prisoner and sent to St.

Augustine, Lachlin was left to the care of his mother at the age of thirteen years. His opportunities for

education were small, yet his strong mind overcame many difficulties. Arrived at maturity, he went to

Charleston, where, on account of his fine personal appearance and the services of his father, he commanded
attention. He and Henry Laurens became friends, and he entered that gentleman's counting-room as clerk.

He left commercial pursuits, returned to his friends on the Alatamaha, married, and engaged in the profession

of a land survej-or. He made himself acquainted with military tactics, and when the War for Independence

broke out, he was found, when needed, on the side of the Republicans. He was first appointed colonel, and

in 1776 was commissioned a brigadier. He was persecuted by his rival, Button Gwinnett, until he could

no longer forbear; and finally, pronouncing that gentleman a scoundrel, a duel en.sued, and Gwinnett was

killed. M'Intosh afterward commanded in the Western Department, and led an expedition against the In-

dians. (See page 500). Hereturned to Georgia in 1779, and was at the siege and fall of Savannah. He
was with Lincoln at Charleston, where he was made prisoner. After his release, he went with his family

to VirfTinia, where he remained until the close of the war. When he returned to Georgia, he found his

property nearly all wasted ; and in retirement and comparative poverty, he lived in Savannah until his

death, which occurred in 1806, at the age of seventy-nine. General M'Intosh, when young, was considered

the handsomest man in Georgia.
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Expedition to Florida. Troops under General Howe. His public Life. Duel with Gadsden.

^^/- d^^fl-^^
April, 1778.

upon the southern frontiers of Geor<2;ia, the marauders frequently penetrating as far as the

Alatamaha and even beyond, and the settlements suffer-

ed terribly.

During the winter and spring of 1778, the opponents

of the new government became formidable, and indica-

tions of an invasion of Georgia, from Florida and from

the Indian territory in the West, was perceived. Tories

gathered at Ninety-Six, and crossed the Savannah, while

those of Florida, joined by the Indians, continued to scat-

ter desolation along the southern frontier. Ptobert Howe,'

of North Carolina, now promoted to the rank of major

general, was in the chief command of the Southern army,

and favored the yet cherished design to march into Flor-

ida and disperse the Loyalists. In fact, this measure

had become a chief desideratum, for the gathering storm

on the frontier of that state was pregnant with evil

omens for the whole South. The Loyalists were gain-

ing strength on the St. Mary's, St. John's, and at Pen-

sacola, and re-enforcements of British troops were ex-

pected at St. Augustine. a Howe moved his

head-quarters from Charleston to Savannah.
"^ ^^

His regulars, who were in a condition to take the fit-Id, did not exceed five hundred and
fifty men. These were joined by the commands of Colonels C. C. Pinckney, Bull, and

Williamson. Governor Houstoun, of Geor-

gia, who was requested to furnish three hund-
red and fifty militia, cheerfully complied.

Thus prepared, Howe marched toward the

Alatamaha, when he was informed that a body of British regulars, under General Auo-us-

tine Prevost, a large force of Loyalists, under Colonel Brown, and numerous Indians, were
moving toward the St. Mary's for the purpose of invading Georgia. Already Colonel El-

bert had been victorious at Frederica," and Howe felt certain of success, when, on the

twentieth of May,b he reached the Alatamaha, and learned how rumors of his expe-

^ Robert Howe was a native of Brun.swick, North Carolina. History bears no record of his private life,

and his biography has never been written. He appears to have been one of the earliest and most uncom-
promising of the patriots of the Cape Fear region, for we find him honored with an exception, together
with Cornelius Harnett, when royal clemency was ofTered to the rcbch by Sir Henry Clinton, in 1776. He
was appointed colonel of the first North Carolina regiment, and with his command went early into the field

of Revolutionary strife. In December, 1775, he joined Woodford at Norfolk (see page 536), in opposition
to Lord Dunmore and his motley army. For his gallantry during this campaign, Congress, on the twenty-
ninth of Februar}', 1776, appointed him, with five others, brigadier general in the Continental arm)-, and
ordered him to Virginia. In the spring of 1776, British spite toward General Howe was exhibited by Sir

Henry Clinton, who sent Cornwallis, with nine hundred men, to ravage his plantation near old Brunswick
village. He was placed in chief command of the Southern troops in 1778, and was unsuccessful in an ex-
pedition against Florida, and in the defense of Savannah. His conduct was censured, but without just cause.
Among others whose voice was raised against him, was Christopher Gadsden, of Charleston. Howe re-

quired him to deny or retract. Gadsden would do neither, and a duel ensued. They met at Cannonsburg,
and all the damage either sustained was a scratch upon the ear of Gadsden by Howe's ball.*

^ Colonel Elbert, who was stationed at Fort Howe, on the Alatamaha, early in the spring of 1778, went
with three hundred men to Darien, where he embarked on board three galleys, accompanied by a detach-
ment of artillery on a flat-boat, and proceeded to attack a hostile party at Oglethorpe's Fort. He was suc-
cessful. A brigantine was captured, and the garrison, alarmed, fled from the fort to their boats, and es-

caped, leaving Elbert complete victor. On board of the brigantine were three hundred uniform suits, be-
longing to Colonel Pinckney's regiment, which had been captured while on their way, in the sloop Hatter,

from Charleston to Savannah.

b 1778.

* Major Andr6 wrote a humorous account, in rhyme, of this affair, in eighteen stanzas. Bernard Elliott was the second of

Gadsden, and General Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, of Howe. The duel occurred on the thirteenth of August, 1778. After
this affair, Howe and Gadsden were warm friends.

II. AAA
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March toward Florida. Divided Commands. Failure of the Expedition. Minor Expeditions,

dition had alarmed the Tories of East Florida. His enterprise was exceedinglj' popular,

and the sympathy of the whole Southern people, who were favorable to Republicanism, was

with him. With scanty supplies, he pushed forward in the midst of many difficulties, to

Fort Tonyn, on the St. Mary's, a which the enemy abandoned and partly demol-
""^'

' ished on his approach. Here he ordered a general rendezvous of all the troops,

and of the galleys, under Commodore Bowen, preparatory to making an assault upon St.

Augustine.

On the day of his arrival at Fort Tonyn, Howe was informed that twelve hundred men

had marched from St. Augustine for the St. John's, and that two galleys, laden with twenty-

four pounders, had been sent to the mouth of that river, to co-operate with the land force

in opposing the Americans. He was also informed by a deserter that the whole force of

the enemy was about fifteen hundred men fit for duty. Sudden, united, and energetic ac-

tion was now necessary, but Howe experienced the contrary on the part of his compatriots.

The governor of Georgia was at the head of his own militia, and refused to be commanded

by Howe ; Colonel Williamson (the imputed traitor) took the same course with his volun-

teers ; and Commodore Bowen would not be governed by any land officer. The necessary

consequence was tardy, divided, and inefficient operations.

Sickness soon prostrated almost one half of the troops, for, unprovided with sufficient

tents, they slept exposed to the deadly malaria of the night air among the swamps ; and

Howe clearly perceived that failure must result in future movements unless the forces could

be united under one commander. He called a council of war, and ascertained that Hous-

toun would not be governed by another, and that the army was rapidly melting away. A
retreat was unanimously agreed upon. Pinokney and the remains of his command returned

by water to Charleston, while Howe, with the remnants of his force, reduced by sickness and

death from eleven hundred to three hundred and fifty, returned to Savannah by land. Thus

ended an expedition upon which the South had placed great reliance. Howe was much

censured, but the blame should properly rest upon those who, by proud assumption of sepa-

rate commands, retarded his movements and weakened his power. No expedition was ever

successful with several commanders.

The British, emboldened by this second failure of the Americans to invade Florida, and

counting largely upon the depressing influence it would have upon the patriots, hastened

to invade Georgia in turn. Savannah was the chief point of attack. It was arranged

that a naval force, with land troops from the North, should enter the river and invest the

city ; while General Prevost, who commanded in East Florida, should march toward the

same point from St. Augustine, with his whole motley band of regulars, Tories, and Indians,

to awe the people in that direction, and by preliminary expeditions weaken the Ameri-

cans.' Hitherto the British arms had been chiefly directed against the Northern and Mid-

dle States, but with little effect. The patriots had steadily maintained their ground, and

the area actually out of possession of the Americans was very small. Sir Henry Clinton

was master of New York city, but almost every where else the Americans held possession.

To the South he looked for easier and more extensive conquests ; and against Savannah,

the apparently weakest point, he directed his first operations. Lieutenant-colonel Campbell,

' Soon after the return of Howe, some regulars and Loyalists had made a rapid incursion into Georgia,

and menaced the fort at Sunbury, at the mouth of the Midway River. The little garrison was commanded

by Lieutenant-colonel John M'Intosh (a brother of General M'Intosh). The enemy approached in two

divisions, one with artillery, in boats, under Lieutenant-colonel Fuser ; the other by land, under Lieutenant-

colonel Mark Prevost, consisting of six hundred regulars. Fuser approached the fort and demanded its sur-

render. M'Intosh replied, " Come' and take it
!'''' The promptness and brevity of the reply indicated se-

curity, and Fuser withdrew, although he could easily have captured the fort. In the mean while, General

Scriven, with others, were skirmishing with Colonel Prevost, who had been joined by a band of Tories, under

M'Girth, in one of which the latter was mortally wounded. The invaders pressed forward until within

three miles of Qnreechee Ferry, where they were confronted by Colonel Elbert and two hundred Continent-

als, at a breast-work thrown up by a planter named Savage. Unable to proceed further, they retraced

their steps toward the Alatamaha, plundering and burning houses, and laying the whole country waste.

Midway church was destroyed, rice barns were burned, and the people were made houseless.
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British Expedition against Savannah. Preparations to receive them. Landing of the British.

ail efficient and reliable officer, sailed from Sandy Hook on the twenty-seventh of Novem-
ber, ^ with more than two thousand land troops,' covered by a small squadron, under

» 1778
Commodore Parker. The fleet arrived at Tybee Island (see map, page 726), near

the mouth of the Savannah, on the twenty-third of December. Six days afterward, the

vessels and transports had crossed the bar, and the troops were landed at daybreak^,

without much opposition, three miles below the town, above Five-fathom Hole, oppo-

site Brewton's Hill.^

General Howe, whose army was now augmented to a little less than seven hundred men,

was at Snnbnry when intelligence was received at Savannah of the approach of the British

fleet. Governor Honstoun immediately sent an express to Howe with the information. At
the same time, another messenger arrived at Sunbury from the South, informing Howe that

General Prevost, with all his force, was on his way from St. Augustine to invade Georgia.

All was alarm and confusion when the latter intelligence reached Savannah. The govern-

or sent the public records to Purysburg for safety, from whence they were afterward carried

to Charleston. The small battery on the eastern extremity of the city was strengthened,

and the people aided the soldiers in casting up intrenchments.^

Howe hastened to his camp at Savannah to prepare for the invasion. His little army was
encamped southeast of the town, near the eastern extremity of the present remains of the

French works. There he anxiously awaited pi'omised re-enforcements from South Carolina,

under General Lincoln. The militia from the surrounding country came in very slowly,

day after day ; and on the morning of the battle which ensued, his whole force was about

nine hundred men. Believing the British army to be really weaker than it appeared, he

resolved to defend the town ; and when, on the morning of the twenty-eighth, the fleet ap-

peared at Five-fathom Hole, where Fort Jackson now is, he prepared for battle. On that

morning. Colonel Elbert, perceiving the necessity of keeping the enemy from the advanta-

geous position of Brewton's Hill, ofl^ered to defend it with his regiment ; but Howe, believing

they would march immediately toward the town, rejected the proposition. He placed his

center at the head of the causeway ; his left, under Colonel Elbert, fronted the rice-fields,

and was flanked by the river ; and his right, commanded by Colonel Isaac Huger, covered

the morass in front, and was flanked by the wooded swamp and one hundred Georgia mili-

tia, under Colonel George Walton. Having made this disposition, he detached Captain J.

C. Smith, of South Carolina, to occupy and defend Brewton's Hill. His little force proved

inadequate ; and soon after landing, the British took possession of that eminence. Howe
now perceived the superiority of the British force, and at ten o'clock in the morning called

a council of war to consider the expediency of abandoning the town. It was then too late

to deliberate, for the enemy were forming for attack. It was resolved first to fight, and then

to retreat, if necessary.

After Campbell had formed his army on Brewton's Hill, he moved forward, and took a

position within eight hundred yards of the American front, where he maneuvered in a man-

' These troops consisted of the 7 1st regiment of foot, two battalions of Hessians, four of provincials, and

a detachment of the royal artillery.

^ From the landing-place (which was the nearest the ships could approach) a narrow causeway, with a

ditch on each side, led through a rice swamp six hundred yards, to firm ground. The 7lst regiment of

royal Scots led the van across the causeway, and was attacked by some Americans. Captain Cameron and

two of his company were killed, and five were wounded. The Highlanders were made furious, and, rush-

ing forward, drove the Americans into the woods.
^ More clearly to understand the nature of the attack, defense, and result, it is necessary to know the

position of the tov^-n at that time. It is situated upon a high blufT of forty feet altitude, and then, as now,

was approachable by land on three sides. From the high ground of Brewton's Hill and Thunderbolt on

the east, a road crossed a morass upon a causeway, having rice-fields on the north side to the river, and a

wooded swamp, .several miles in extent, on the south of it. It was approached from the south by the roads

from White BlufT. on Vernon River, and from the Ogeechee Ferry, which unite near the town
; and from

the westward by a road and causeway over the deep swamps of Musgrove's Creek, where, also, rice-fields

extend from the causeway to the river on the north. From the western direction, the Central Rail-way

enters Savannah. From the eastern to the western causeway was about three fourths of a mile.
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Battle. Defeat of the Americans. Disastrous Retreat. The Loss.

ner to excite the belief that he intended to attack the center and left. This was at three

o'clock in the afternoon. This movement was only a diversion in favor of a body of infant-

ry and New York volunteers, commanded by Sir James Baird, who, under the guidance of

an old negro named Quamino Dolly, withdrew unperceived, and by a by-path through the

swamp at the South, were gaining the American rear. To this by-path Walton had called

Howe's attention in the morning, but knowing its obscurity, the general did not think it

worthy of regard. Sir James and his party reached the White Bluff road unperceived,

and pressing forward, attacked Walton's Georgia brigade on flank and rear. Walton was

wounded and taken prisoner, and such Avas the fate of a large portion of his command. At

the same moment Campbell moved forward and attacked the Americans in front. The
patriot line was soon broken, and, perceiving the growing panic and confusion, Howe or-

dered a retreat over the causeway across Musgrove's Swamp, west of the town. To that

point Colonel Pwoberts, in obedience to early orders, if the contingency should occur, hastened

with the artillery, to cover the retreat. Already the enemy was there in force to dispute

the passage. By great exertions, the American center gained the causeway and escaped

without loss. The right flank also retreated across, but suffered from an oblique enfilading

fire ; while to Colonel Elbert, with the left, the passage was closed after a severe conflict.

He and his troops attempted to escape by the rice-fields, but it being high water in the

creek, none but those who could swim succeeded, and these lost their guns and accoutre-

ments. Many were drowned, and the remainder were taken prisoners. While the British

were pursuing the Americans through the town toward Musgrove's Creek, many citizens,

some of whom had not been in the battle, were bayoneted in the streets ; but when the action

was over, life and property were spared. Campbell's humanity and generosity as a man
were equal to his skill and bravery as a soldier, and the active terrors of war in the city

ceased with the battle.' Yet deep sadness brooded over Savannah that night, for many
bereaved ones wept in bitter anguish over relatives slain or mortally wounded.' Those

few who escaped across Musgrove's Swamp, retreated up the Savannah and joined Howe,
who, with the center, fled as far as Cherokee Hill, eight miles distant, and halted. The
whole fugitive force then pushed up the Savannah to Zubley's Ferry, where they crossed

into South Carolina. Howe saved three field-pieces in his flight.'

When Lieutenant-colonel Campbell had secured his prize by garrisoning the fort at Sa-

vannah, and by other measures for defense, he prepared to march against Sunbury, the only

post of any consequence now left to the Americans, near the Georgia sea-board. He issued

orders to the commanders of detachments in the lower part of the state to treat the people

leniently, and by proclamation he invited them to join the British standard. These meas-

ures had their desired effect, and timid hundreds, seeing the state under the heel of British

power, proclaimed their loyalty, and rallied beneath the banner of vSt. George.

While arranging for his departure southward, Campbell received intelligence that the

garrison at Sunbury had surrendered to General Prevost. That officer had left St. Augus-

' Like credit can not be given to Commodore Parker. For want of other quarters the prisoners were
placed on board of ships, where disease made dreadful havoc daily during the succeeding summer. Par-

ker not only neglected the comforts of the prisoners, but was brutal in his manner. Among those con-

fined in these horrid prison ships, was the venerable Jonathan Bryan, aged and infirm. When his daughter

pleaded with Hyde Parker for an alleviation of the sufferings of her parent, he treated her with vulgar rude-

ness and contempt. The bodies of those who died were deposited in the marsh mud, where they were
sometimes exposed and eaten by buzzards and crows.—See M'Call's History of Georgia^ ii., 176.

^ About one hundred Americans were either killed in the action or drowned in the swamp, and thirty-

eight oflicers and four hundred and fifteen privates were taken prisoners. The fort; which only command-
ed the water, and was of no service on this occasion, with forty-eiirht pieces of cannon, twenty-three mor-

tars and howitzers, eight hundred and seventeen small arms, ninety-four barrels of gunpowder, fifteen hund-

red and forty-five cannon shot, one hundred and four case ditto, two hundred shells, nine tons of lead, mil-

itary stores, shipping in the river, and a large quantity of provisions, fell into the hands of the victors. The
British lost only seven killed and nineteen wounded. The private soldiers who refused to enlist in the

British army were confined in prison ships ; the Continental officers were paroled to Sunbury.
' Ramsay, ii., 4 : Gordon, ii.. 403 ; Marshall, i., 293 ; M'Call, ii., 168

;
Stedraan, ii., 66.
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Sunbury taken by the British. Sketch of the Pubhc Life of General Lincoln.

tine with about two thousand men (inoJuding Indians) and several pieces of artillery, on the

day when Cantipbell reached Tybee Island. One division took a land route, the other pro-

ceeded in armed boats. They reached the vicinity of Sunbury on the sixth of January, and

proceeded to attack the fort. The garrison consisted of about two hundred Continental

troops and militia, under Major Lane, who, when Prevost demanded an unconditional sur-

render on the morning of the ninth, promptly refused compliance. Prevost then placed his

cannon in battery and opened upon the fort. Lane soon perceived the folly of resistance,

and after considerable parleying he surrendered. The spoils of victory were twenty-four

pieces of artillery, with ammunition and provi-

sions ; and the men of the garrison were made

prisoners of war. The Americans lost one cap-

tain and three privates killed, and seven wound-

ed. The British loss was one private killed and

three wounded. Two American galleys in the

river were taken by their crews to Assabaw Isl-

and, stranded, and burned. The crews escaped

in a sloop, but, while on their way to Charleston,

were captured and carried prisoners to Savannah.

The fall of Sunbury was the death-blow to

Fv-epublican power in East Georgia, and the con-

quest of the whole state now appeared an easy

thing. The march of Campbell to Augusta, un-

der the direction of Prevost, who proceeded from

Sunbury to Savannah ; the establishment of mil-

itary posts in the interior ; Campbell's sudden

retreat from Augusta, and the subsequent battle

at Brier Creek, we have already considered.

Previous to these events, and soon after the fail-

ure of Howe's summer campaign against East

Florida, General Lincoln' had been appointed

to the command in the Southern department, a and Howe was ordered to the North,

where we find him in the summer of 1779, at Verplanck's Point.
'^

Sept. 26,

1.778.

' Benjamin Lincoln was born on the third ol' February, 1733. He was trained to the business of a farmer,

and had few educational advantages. He continued in his vocation in his native town (Hingham, Mas-

sachusetts) until past forty years of age, when he engaged in civil and military duties. He was a local

magistrate, representative in the Colonial Legislature, and held the appointment of colonel of militia, when,

in 1774, he was appointed a major general of militia. He was very active until the close of 1776, in train-

ing the militia for the Continental service, and in February, 1777, he joined Washington, at Morristown,

with a re-enforcement. On the nineteenth of that month, Congress appointed Lincoln, with Lord Stirling,

St. Clair, Mifflin, and Stephen, major general in the Continental army. He was active during the summer

and autumn of that year in opposition to Burgoyne, while on his march toward Saratoga. He was severe-

ly wounded on the seventh of October, at Saratoga, which kept him from active service until August, 1778,

when he joined Washington. He was appointed to the chief command in the Southern department, in Sep-

tember, and arrived at Charleston in December. By judicious management he kept Prevost and his troops

below the Savannah River most of the time, until October, when, in concert with D'Estaing, he laid siege

to Savannah. The effort was unsuccessful. In May following, he, with the largest portion of the South-

ern army, were made prisoners at Charleston by the British, under Sir Henry Clinton. He was permitted

to return to Hingham on parole. In November he was exchanged, and the following spring he joined

Washington on the Hudson. He was at the surrender of Cornwallis, and was deputed to receive that com-

mander's sword. He was elected Secretary of War a few days after this event, which office he held for

three years, and then retired to his farm. In 1786-7 he commanded the militia in the suppression of

Shays's insurrection. He was elected lieutenant governor of Massachusetts in 1787. He was appointed

collector of the port of Boston in 1789, which office he held for twenty years, when he was succeeded by

General Dearborn. He died in Hingham, on the ninth of Ma}', 1810, at the age of seventy-seven years.

He lived with his wife fifty-five years. General Lincoln was temperate and religious. No profane word

was ever heard uttered by his lips. A great part of his life he was a deacon in the Church.

2 The signature of Howe on page 729 is from a letter written by him under date of " Verplanck's Point,

July, 1779."
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Royal Government re-established. Appearance of the French Fleet. Alarm of the British. Savannah strengthened.

Several minor expeditions were planned and executed both by Prevost and Lincoln, but

they had little effect. The latter arrived at Purysburg, upon the Savannah, on the third of

January, 1779, and established his head-quarters there. His force consisted of about tvi^enty-

flve hundred effective men, and it continually augmented by recruits from the militia. The
marches and counter marches of these generals in attempts to foil each other will be noticed

while considering the attack upon Charleston in May following, and its immediate anteced-

ent events.'

On the twentieth of July, a Sir James Wrio:ht returned from England and resumed
a 1779

the government of Georgia. It had been under military rule since the fall of Sa-

vannah. Governor Wright did not long remain in quiet, for the strong arm of our French

ally held the falchion over the head of British power in the South. Early in September,

the Count D'Estaing, with twenty ships of the line and eleven frigates, having on board six

thousand soldiers, suddenly appeared off the Southern coasts. He had battled successfully

with Admiral Byron in the West Indies, and now he came to assist in driving the British

b Sept 3 ^^^ of the Southern States. So sudden was his appearance off Tybee Islandl" that

^779. four British vessels fell into his hands without a contest. A plan was soon arranged

between Lincoln and D'Estaing to besiege Savannah. The latter urged the necessity of

early departure from our coast as a reason for prompt action, and he entreated Lincoln to

press forward with his army as rapidly as possible.

From the moment when the French fleet appeared off Tybee, Prevost felt uneasy. He
recalled his detachments from the advanced posts, and directed Colonel Maitland, who, with

eight hundred men, was stationed at Beaufort, 'to be in readiness to leave that post. He
began in earnest to strengthen the fortifications of the city ; and Colonel Moncrief, the tal-

ented chief of the engineers, pressed into his service every hand not otherwise employed, in-

cluding three hundred negroes collected from the neighboring plantations. Thirteen re-

doubts and fifteen batteries, with lines of communication, were speedily completed, with

strong abatis in front. Upon these batteries seventy-six pieces of cannon were placed, of

six, nine, and eighteen pounds caliber. These were manned by seamen from the vessels of

war in the harbor. Several field-pieces were placed in reserve, to be used at any required

point at a moment's warning, and intrenchments were opened to cover the reserved troops

and artillery.

On the evening of the fourth of September the French fleet disappeared, and Prevost re-

joiced in the belief that Savannah was not its destination. Still, he continued his prepa-

rations for attack. The works on Tybee Island were strengthened, and the garrison there

was increased by one hundred infantry under Captain Moncrief On the sixth the fleet re-

appeared with increased force ; and on the ninth it anchored off Tybee Island, and landed

some troops on the south side of it. Moncrief, perceiving resistance to be useless, spiked the

guns, embarked the troops, and fled to Savannah. The English shipping near Tybee sailed

up to Five Fathom Hole, and the whole British land force in Georgia was now concentrated

at Savannah. The next day all the cannons of the armed vessels, except a few which
were left to defend the channel, were brought on shore and placed in battery. Every thing

was now ready for an attack.

Lincoln marched from Charleston to Zubley's Ferry, where he concentrated his troops on

the twelfth of September. Count Pulaski, with his legion, and General M'lutosh, with his

' On one occasion two American galleys went down the Savannah and captured and destro3'ed two ves-

sels belonging to the Enrjlish. Prevost on another occasion, sent a party to surprise Beaufort, and capture

stores there; and on the fourth of June, Colonel Cruger (who afterward commanded at Ninety-Six), with

a party of Loyalists, while celebrating the king's birth-day at a plantation at Belfast, on the Midway, was
captured by Captain Spencer. Cruger was afterward exchanged for Colonel John M'Intosh. On the

south side of the Ogeechee, at a place called Hickory Hill, a party, under Colonel Twigas, had a skirmish

with some British soldiers, who attacked them. The enemy lost seven killed, ten wounded, and the re-

mainder were taken prisoners. The Americans had two wounded. Major Baker, with thirty men, at-

tacked and defeated a party of British soldiers near Sunbury, on the twenty-eighth of June, the same dav
when Twiggs had his engagement near the Ogeechee. These were Georgia Loyalists.
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American ^rmy at Savannah. Pulaski. D'Estaing's eummons to Surrender refused.

command, were dispatched toward Savannah, a httle in advance of the main army, to

attack the British

outposts. Both par-

ties had several

skirmishes with the

enemy before they

reached the French

army, ah'eady land-

ed at Beaulieu, or

Beuley. This junc-

tion effected, Mln-
tosh returned to

Miller's plantation,

three miles from

Savannah, where

Lincoln, with the

main army, arrived

on the sixteenth,

and made his head-

quarters.

While Lincoln

immediate

upon the

taing, and.
and his force were

approaching, the French effected

a landing at Beuley and Thun-

derbolt, without opposition. M'ln-

tosh urged D'Estaing to make an .

ing additional ordnance. This truce Lincoln at once perceived was fatal to the success of

the besieo-ers, for he had ascertained that Maitland, with eight hundred men, was on his way

attack

British

works. D'Estaing

would not listen,

but advanced with-

in three miles of Sa-

vannah, a
,s^pji5.

and de- i™.

manded an uncon-

ditional surrender

to the King of

France. Prevost

refused to listen to

any summons which

did not contain def-

;, inite provisions, and

asked for a truce

until the next day

to consider the sub-

ject. This was

granted by D'Es-

in the mean while,

twelve hundred white men and

negroes were employed in strength-

ening the fortifications, and mount-

1 Count Casimir Pulaski was a native of Lithuania, in Poland. He was educated for the law, but stir-

ring military events had their influence upon his mind, and he entered the army. With his lather, the old

Count Pulaski, he was engaired in the rebellion against Stanislaus, king of Poland, in 1769. The old count

was taken prisoner, and put'to death. In 1770, the young Count Casimir was elected commander-in-chief

of the insurgents, but was not able to collect a competent force to act efficiently, for a pestilence had swept

ofr250,000' Poles the previous year. In 1771, himself and thirty-nine others entered Warsaw, disguised

as peasants, for the purpose of seizintr the king. The object was to place him at the head of the army,

force him to act in that position, and call around him the Poles to beat back the Russian forces which Cath-

arine had sent against them. They succeeded in taking him from his carriage in the streets, and carrymg

him out of the city; but were obliged to leave him, not far from the walls, and escape. Pulaski's little

army was soon afterward defeated," and he enterpd the service of the Turks, who were fiiihtinii Russia.

His estates were confiscated, himself outlawed. He went to Paris, had an interview there with Dr. Frank-

lin, and came to America in 1777. He joined the army under Washington, and, as we have .seen, was

placed in command of cavalry. His legion did good service at the North. Early in the spring of 1778

he was ordered to Little Egg Harbor, on the New Jersey coast. His force consisted of cavalry and in-

fantry, with a single field-piece from Proctor's artillery. While on his way from Trenton to Little Egg

Harbor, and when'within eight miles of the coast, he was surprised by a party of British, and a large por-

tion of his infantry was bayoneted. Julien, a deserter from his corps, had given informa-

tion of his position ; the .surprise was complete. His loss was forty men, amoiijr them

Lieutenant-colonel Baron De Botzen. Pulaski was ordered to the South in Fcbruarv,

1779, and was in active service under Lincoln until the siege of Savannah, in October

of that year, where he was mortally wounded. His banner, as we have noticed on pa<ie

392, was preserved, and carried to Baltimore. He was taken to the United States brig

Wasp, where he died, and was buried under a large tree on St. Helen's Island, about

fifty miles from Savannah, by his first lieutenant and personal friend, Charles Litomiski.

Funeral honors were paid to his memory at Charleston, and, on the 29th of November,

Congress voted the erection of a monument to his memory. Like other monuments

ordered by the Continental Congress, the stone for Pulaski's is yet in the quarry. The

citizens of Savannah reared the one delineated on page 720, in commemoration of the services of Greene

and Pulaski.

Pulaski's Seal.
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Arrival of Maitland. Victory lost by Delay. Plan of the Siege of Savannah.

from Beaufort, to re-enforce Prevost, and that his arrival within twenty-four hours was the

object hoped to be gained by a truce for that length of time. Such proved to be the fact

;

Maitland, under cover of a fog, eluded the vigilance of the French cruisers, and entered the

town on the afternoon of the seventeenth.' His arrival gave Prevost courage, and toward
evening he sent a note to D'Estaing bearing a positive refusal to capitulate. The golden
opportunity was now lost to the combined armies.^

' Finding the French in possession of the only channel at the mouth of the Savannah which was naviga-

ble, when he arrived at Dawfiiskie, Maitland, condiicted by a negro fisherman, passed through a creek with

his boats, at high water, and, concealed by a fog, eluded the French. D'Estaing. ignorant of the geography
of the coijntry about Savannah, had no idea that there was any other way than by the regular channel for

boats to reach the town.

^ Lee, in his Memoirs, says, "Any four hours before the junction of Lieutenant-colonel Maitland wa?
sufficient to have taken Savannah."

Explanation of the Plan.— 1, Georgia volunteers, under Major Wright. 2, Picket of the 7 1st. 3, First

Dattalion of Delancey's corps, under Lieutenant-colonel Cruger. 4, Georgia militia. 5, Third battalion

Jersey volunteers, under Lieutenant-colonel Allen. 6, Georgia militia. 7, Picket of the line and armed
negroes. 8, General's quarters; convalescents of the line. 9, South Carolina Royalists. 10, Georgia

militia and detachment of the fourth battalion of the 60th, Lieutenant-governor Graham. 11, Fourth bat-

talion 60th dismounted dragoons and South Carolina Royalists, Captain Taws. 12, North Carolina Loy-

alists, Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, Governor Sir James Wright. 13, 14, King's rangers. Lieutenant-col-

onel Brown. A, First battalion of the 7 1st, Major M'Arthur. B, Regiment of Trombach. C, Second

battalion Delancey's corps, Lieutenant-colonel Delancey. D, New York volunteers, Major Sheridan. E.

Light infantry, Major Graham. F, Weisenbach's regiment. G, Second battalion 71st, Major M'Donald.

H, 60th Grenadiers, three companies and one of marines. Lieutenant-colonel Glazier. I, North Carolina

Loyalists, under Colonel Maitland. The working of the artillery during the siege was under the direction

of Captain Charlton.

This map is copied from one in Sfedman's History, drawn under the direction of Colonel Moncrief.

Neither the French nor Americans made any drawings, and hence we are unable to give the positions of the

various parts of the combined armies, in detail.

The city extended, at the time of the siege, on the west to the present Jefferson Street, on the east to

Lincoln Street, on the South to South Broad Street, and contained six squares and twelve streets. There

were about four hundred and thirty houses in the city.
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Operations of the Siege. D'Estaing's Proposition to Storm the Works. Remains of the French Lines.

It was now perceived that the town must be taken by regular approaches, and not by

assault. To that end all energy was directed. The heavy ordnance and stores were

brought up from the landing-place of the French, and on the morning of the
ept., /- .

^^,gf,^y.^^l^ij-j a the combined armies broke ground. The French frigates, at the

same time, moved up to the sunken vessels within gunshot of the town, and compelled the

British ships to take shelter under the guns of the battery. Night and day the besiegers

applied the spade, and so vigorously was the work prosecuted, that in the course of twelve

days fifty-three pieces of battery cannon and fourteen mortars were mounted. Prevost, cau-

tions and skillful, did not waste his strength in opposing the progress of the besiegers by

sorties, but reserved all for the decisive moment. During the twelve days, only two sorties

t. Sept. 24. were made; one under Major Graham, h and the other under Major M'Arthur.c
" ^"-'P'- -"•

Several were killed on each occasion, but the general operations were not affected.

On the morning of the fourth of October, the batteries being all completed and manned,

a terrible cannonade and bombardment was opened upon the British works and the town.

The French frigate Truite also opened a cannonade from the water. Houses were shat-

tered, some women and children were killed or maimed, and terror reigned supreme. Fam-

ilies took refuge in the cellars, and in many a frame the seeds of mortal disease were plant-

ed while in those damp abodes during the siege. There was no safety in the streets, for a

moment. Day and night an incessant cannonade was kept up from the fourth until the

ninth ; but, while many houses were injured, not much impression was made upon the Brit-

ish works. Slowly but surely the sappers and miners approached the batteries and re-

doubts. The beleaguered began to be alarmed, for their guns made very little impression

upon the works or camp of the combined armies, and the hope that Admiral Byron would

follow and attack D'Estaing's vessels, lying off Tybee, faded away.

Another promised victory was now before the besiegers, and almost within their grasp,

when D'Estaing became

impatient. He feared the

autumn storms, and the

British fleet which rumor

said was approaching. A
council was held, and when
his engineers informed him

that it would require ten

days more to reach the

British lines by trenches,

he informed Lincoln that

the siege must be raised

forthwith, or an attempt

be made to carry the place by storm. The latter alternative was chosen, and the work

began on the morning of the following day.e To facilitate it, the abatis were set

on fire that afternoon by the brave Major L'Enfant and five men, while exposed to

heavy volleys of musketry from the garrison, but the dampness of the air checked the flames,

and prevented the green wood from burning.

Just before dawn on the morning of the ninth, about four thousand five hundred men

of the combined armies moved to the assault in the midst of a dense fog, and under covei

of a heavy fire from all the batteries.^ They advanced in three columns, the principal one

1 These remains are in the southeastern suburbs of the city, about half way between the NejjrG Cem-

etery and the residence of Major William Bowen, .seen toward the "ight of the picture. The banks have

an average height, from the bottom of the ditch, of about five feet, and are dotted with pines and chinca-

pins or dwarf che.stnuts, the former draped with moss. The ground is an open common, and although it

was mid-winter when I was there, it was covered with green grass, bespangled with myriads of little

flowers of stellar form. This view is from the direction of the town looking southeast.

* Three thousand five hundred were French, a little more than six hundred were American regulars

(chiefly North Carolinian.?), and about three hundred were militia from Charleston.

View of the Remains of the 1-"kench Works.'
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storming of the Spring Hill Redoubt. D'Estaing Wounded. Death of Pulaski and Jasper.

cominaiided by D'Estainjr in person, assisted by General Lincoln
;
another main column

by Count Dillon. The first was directed against the Spring Hill redoubt" (between 11

and 12 on the right side of the map) ; the second was to move silently along the edge of a

swamp, pass the redoubts and batteries, and assail the rear and weakest point of the British

lines, toward the river on the east ; the third column, under General Isaac Huger, was to

make a feigned attack in front, to attract attention from the other two. Fog and darkness

allowed D'Estaing and Lincoln to approach very near the Spring Hill redoubt before they

were discovered. Terrible was the conflict at this point just as the day dawned. The

French column led to the assault, and were confronted by a blaze of musketry from the re-

doubt and by a cross-fire from the adjoining batteries. Whole ranks were mowed dowa

like grass before the scythe. D'Estaing was wounded in the arm and thigh early in the

action, and was carried to his camp. The Americans pressed li)rward :
Lieutenant-colonel

Laurens led the light troops on the left of the French, while General M'Intosh, with an-

other column, passed the abatis, and entered the ditch north of the Spring Hill redoubt.

Ftegardless of the destructive storm, the gallant troops leaped the. ditch, and planted the

crescent' and the lily upon the parapet. The gallant and accomplished M.aitland command-

ed this right wing of the besieged, and was prepared for a vigorous assault.^ His practiced

eye at once perceived the peril of the garrison, if this lodgment should be sustained. He

united the grenadiers and marines nearest the point of attack, and ordered Lieutenant-col-

onel Glazier to lead them to a recovery of the lost ground. Within five minutes after re-

ceiving this order, Glazier, at the head of his men, rushed to the parapet, and made a furious

charge with the bayonet upon the worried ranks of the assailants. This blow by flesh and

vigorous men, could not be withstood. The standards of France and of our Carolina were

torn down, and the gallant men who had assisted in planting them there were pressed from

the parapet into the ditch, and driven through the abatis.

While the carnage was occurring at the Spring Hill redoubt, Huger and Pulaski were

endeavoring to force the enemy's works on different sides of the town ;
Huger, with his party,

waded almost half a mile through rice-fields, and assailed the works on the east. They

were received with a sharp fire of cannon and musketry, and, after losing twenty-eight men,

retreated. Pulaski, at the same time, with about two hundred horsemen, endeavored to

force his way into the town a little eastward of the Spring Hill redoubt. At the head of

his troops he had passed the abatis, banner in hand, and was pressing forward, when a

small cannon shot struck him m the groin, and he fell to the ground. His first lieutenant

seized the banner, and for a few minutes kept the troops in action ; but the iron hail from

the searnen's batteries and the field artillery, traversing the columns of the assailants in all

directions, compelled the whole force of the combined armies to yield, and they retreated to

the camp. Back through the smoke, and over the bodies of the dead and dying, some of

Pulaski's soldiers returned, found the expiring hero, and bore him from the field. Already

the French had withdrawn, and the Continentals, under Lincoln, were retreating. At ten

o'clock, after about five hours' hard fighting, the combined armies displayed a while flag,

and asked a truce in order to bury the dead. Prevost granted four hours, and during that

' The Spring Hill redoubt was at the entrance of the Augusta road into the town, on the western side.

The buildings of the rail-way station now cover its site.

* The American standards were those of the second South Carolina regiment, embroidered and presented

to them by Mrs. Susanna Elliott, three days after the battle at Fort Moultrie, in 1776, and were planted by

Lieutenants Hume and Bush. The French standard was raised by one of D"Estaing's aids, who, with

Hume and Bush, soon fell, mortally wounded, leaving their colors fluttering in the breeze. Lieutenant Gray,

of the South Carolina regiment, seeing his associates fall, seized the standards and kept them erect, when

he too, was prostrated by a bullet. Sergeant Jasper, whom we shall meet hereafter, sprang forward,

secured the colors, and had just fastened them upon the parapet, when a rifle ball pierced him, and he fell

into the ditch. He was carried to the camp, and soon afterward expired. Just before he died, he said to

Major Horry, " Tell Mrs. Elliott I lost my life supporting the colors she presented to our regiment."

^ A sergeant of the Charleston grenadiers deserted during the night of the eighth, and communicated

the general plan of attack, to Prevost. This gave the garrison a great advantage, for they strengthened

the points to be attacked.
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The Siege raised. Withdrawal of the combined Armies. Effect of the Movemeut. Colonel Jackson.

interval D'Estaing and Lincoln consulted in relation to further operations. The latter,

although his force was greatly diminished by the action just closed, wished to continue the

siege ; but D'Estaing, whose loss had been heavy, resolved on immediate departure.' The

siege was raised, and on the evening of the eighleentha the combined armies with-
^ ^^^ ^^^^

drew ; the Americans to Zubley's Ferry, and the French to Caustin's Bluff,

whence they repaired to their ships at Tybee.b Lincoln and his little army hast- '' o^t. 20.

ened to Charleston, where we shall meet them again, besieged and made prisoners of war.

These events closed the campaigns in the South for that year.^

The result of the siege was a death-blow to the hopes of the South, and never since the

beginning of hostilities had such gloom gathered over the prospects of the future, or so much

real distress prevailed in Georgia.' Toward the sea-board every semblance of opposition to

royal power was crushed, and only in the interior did the spirit of armed resistance appear.

This increased during the following winter and spring, and at last disturbed the quiet of

the royal forces in Savannah. These events, sometimes trivial in themselves, but important

in the great chain of circumstances, are related in detail by M'Call, Stevens, White, and

other chroniclers of the state. The most important we have already considered ;
let us

now glance at the closing events of the war in Georgia.

When General Greene raised the siege of Ninety-Six, Major James Jackson* was appoint-

ed to the command of the garrison at Augusta. Greene also ordered a legionary corps

(composed of part cavalry and part infimtry) to be raised in Georgia, and appointed Major

Jackson its colonel. As soon as it was organized, Jackson went out with it upon active

service.

' The whole force of the combined armies was four thousand nine hundred and fifty, of which two thou-

sand eijrht hundred and twenfy-three were French. The whole British force in Savannah, including a few

militia,"onie Indians, and three hundred negroes, was two thousand eight hundred and fifty. The Fiench

lost, in killed and wounded, si.K hundred and thirty-seveu men, and the Americans four hundred and fifty-

seven. The whole loss of the British did not exceed one hundred and twenty. Lieutenanl-colonel Mait-

land was attacked with a bilious disease during the siege, and died a few days afterward.

- Ramsay, Gordon, Marshall, Moultrie, Stedman, jM-fcall, Lee.

3 Indescribable were the sulferings of the people of Savannah, particularly the families of the Whigs.

The females were exposed to daily insults from the brutal soldiery, and many, reduced from affluence to

poverty, unable to bear the indignities heaped upon them, traveled away on foot, some of them even with-

out shoes upon their feet, and took refuge in the Carolinas.

* James Jackson was born in the county of Devon,' England, on the twenty-first of September, 1757. In

1772, he came to America, and began the study of the law in Savannah. At the age of eighteen, he

shouldered a musket and prepared to resist British power. He was active in repulsing the British at Sa-

vannah in 1776. In 1778, he was appointed brigade major of the Georgia militia, and was wounded in

the skirmish when General Scriven was killed. He participated in the defense of Savannah at the close of

the year, and when it fell into the hands of Campbell, he was among those who fled into South Carolina,

where he joined General Moultrie's command. While on his way, so wretched was his appearance, that

some Whigs arrested, tried, and condemned him as a spy. He was about to be executed, when he was

recocrnizetf by a gentleman of reputation from Georgia. Major Jackson was in the siege of Savannah in

October, 1779. In Au<Tust, 1780, he joined Colonel Elijah Clark's command, and was at the battle at

Blackstocks. In 1781, General Pickens made Jackson his brigade major, and his fluent speech often in-

fused new ardor into the corps of that partisan. He was at the siege of Augusta, and was left in command

of the garrison after the expulsion of the British. He subsequently commanded a legionary corps, with

which he did good service. He joined Wayne at Ebenezer, and was active with that officer until the evac-

uation of Savannah by the British. The Georgia Legislature gave him a house and lot in Savannah at the

close of the war. He married in 1785 ; was made brigadier in 1786
;
and in 1788 was elected governor

of Georgia, but modestly declined the honor on account of his youth and inexperience, being onl^^ about

thirty years of age. He was one of the first representatives in Congress under the Federal Constitution.

He was elected'a major general in 1792, and during the three succeeding years was a member of the

United States Senate. He was chiefly instrumental in framing the Georgia Constitution in 1798. From

that year till 1801, he was governor of the state, when he again took a seat in the Senate of the United

States. He held that office until his death, which occurred on the nineteenth of March, 1806. He was

buried about four miles from Washington City. Subsequently, his remains were deposited in the Con-

ares.sional burial-ground. The inscription upon the stone which covers them was written by John Ran-

dolph, his personal friend and admirer. There never lived a truer patriot or more honest man than Gen-

eral James Jackson.
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Operations of Captain Howell. Chastisement of the Indians. Arrival of Wayne. Skirmish near Savannah.

Duiinof the spring of 1781, Captain Howell, the Hyler of the Georgia Inlets, captured

several British vessels lying in

the bays and the mouths of

the rivers on the coast, and

finally compelled all that es-

'caped to take refuge in the

Savannah. Military matters

in Georgia were very quiet

during that summer ; but in

the autumn, the volunteers

collected by Colonel Twiggs

and his associates became so

numerous, that he determined

to attempt the capture of Brit-

ish outposts, and confine them

within their lines at

Savannah, until the

arrival of General

Wayne, then march-

ing from the North

Twiggs marched toward the

sea-board, preceded by Jack-

son and his legion, who skir-

mished with patroles all the

way to Ebenezer. Jackson

attempted the surprise and

capture of the garrison at Sun-

bury, but was unsuccessful,

and returned, when he found

Twiggs ready to march west-

ward to quell the Indians and

Tories then assembling on the

frontier. Twiggs halted at Au-

gusta on learning that Pick-

ens had marched on

, ,^^ the same er- «Jannary,

^^O'rand.a That "^'

brave partisan chas-

tised the Indians se-

verely. Every village and settlement eastward of the mountains was laid in ashes, and

nothing but a heavy fall of snow prevented his crossing the great hills and spreading des-

olation over a wide extent of country.

General Wayne arrived early in February, b and established his head-quarters at

Ebenezer. His force was inferior to that of the British in Savannah, then com-

manded by Brigadier-general Alured

Clarke,' and he was obliged to content

himself with petty warfare upon out-

posts and foraging parties, while watch-

ing an opportunity to attack Savannah at night. Fearing this, Clarke summoned his de-

tachments to the city, to man the extensive fortifications. They came with provisions plun-

dered from the inhabitants, and applying the torch on the way, left a broad track of des-

olation behind them.

General Clarke, perceiving the gathering strength of the Republicans, and that he was

likely to be shut up within the narrow limits of his lines, sent for the Creeks and Chero-

kees to come in a body to his relief. They were yet smarting under the chastisement of

Pickens, and hesitated. A party sent out to keep a way open to the city were attacked by

Major Jackson. Colonel Brown was sent to their aid. He was attacked and defeated by

Wayne, after a severe skirmish, but he retreated by by-paths in safety to Savannah.

On the night of the twenty-second of June,c three hundred Creek Indians, led by

Guristersigo, a powerful warrior, approached Wayne's encampment. He intended

to fall upon the American pickets, but ignorantly attacked the main body at three o'clock

in the morning. d The infantry seized their arms ; the artillery hastened to their

guns. Wayne was at a house a short distance from camp, when intelligence came

that the whole British force from Savannah was upon him. He leaped into his saddle,

rode to the aroused camp, and shouting, "Death or Victory I" ordered a bayonet charge. At

that moment his horse was shot dead under him, and he saw his cannons seized by the sav-

ages. With sword in hand, at the head of Parker's infantry, he led to the recapture of his

field-pieces. A terrible struggle ensued. Tomahawk and rifle were powerless against bay-

onets, and Guristersigo and seventeen of his chief warriors and white guides were slain. The

Indians fled when they saw their leader fall, leaving behind them one hundred and seven-

c 1782

' General Clarke was governor of Canada in 1807.
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Treaty with the Indians. Cessation of Hostilities. Evacuation of Savannah.

teen pack-horses loaded with peltry. Wayne pursued the fugitives far into the forest, cap-

tured twelve of them, and at sunrise they were shot. The Americans lost only four killed

and eight wounded.

In September, a- Pickens and Clarke again chastised the Indians, and completely

subdued them. Tired of the conflict, and fearful of the scourge which Pickens slill

held in his hand, they gladly made a treaty by which all the lands claimed by the Indian*

south of the Savannah Pviver and east of the Chattahoochie were surrendered to the State

of Georgia, as the price of peace. This established the boundary line between the State ot

Georgia and the Indian domain.

Early in 1782, the British Parliament, perceiving the futility of attempts hitherto to sub-

due the Americans, now began to listen to the voice of reason and of humanity, and steps

were taken toward the establishment of peace, between the United States and Great Britain,

upon the basis of the independence of the former. On the fourth of March, b the

House of Commons passed a resolution in favor of peace, and active hostilities ceased.

Preparations were now made for the evacuation of Savannah, and on the eleventh of July

the British army evacuated it, after an occupation of three years and a half Wayne, in

consideration of the services of Colonel James Jackson, appointed him to "receive the keys

of Savannah from a committee of British officers." He performed the service with dig-

nity, and on the same day the American army entered Savannah, when royal power ceased

in Georgia forever.' A few days afterward. Colonel Posey, with the main body of the

Americans, marched to join Greene in South Carolina. Wayne soon followed with the re-

mainder ; hostilities ceased," and the beams of peace shed their mild radiance over the des-

olated state, and gave promise of that glorious day of prosperity and repose which speedily

followed.

Governor Martin called a special meeting of the Leg-

islature in Savannah, c about three weeks aft-
<^ Au"' 1782.

er the evacuation. They assembled in the

house of General M'Intosh, which is yet (1852) stand-

ing on South Broad Street, between Drayton and Aber-

corn Streets. The session was short, but marked by de-

cision and energy. On the first Monday in January

following, the constitutional session commenced at the

same place. Every branch of the new government was

speedily organized, and the free and independent State

of Georgia began its career.'Dwelling of General M'Intosh. ^

' Between the twelfth and the twenty-fifth of July, seven thousand persons, according to British accounts,

left Savannah, consisting of twelve hundred British regulars and Loyalists, five hundred women and chil-

dren, three hundred Indians, and five thousand negroes. Governor Wright, and some of the civil and mil-

itary officers, went to Charleston ;
General Clarke and part of the British regulars to New York

;
Colonel

Brown's rangers and the Indians to St. Augustine ; and the remainder, under convoy of the Zebra frigate,

tlie Vulture sloop of war, and other armed Vessels, to the West Indies. It is estimated that nearly seven

eighths of the slaves in Georgia were carried off" now, and on previous occasions, by the British.

'-
Colonel Jackson had a skirmish with some forces on Skidaway Island, below Savannah, on the twenty-

fifth of July, and this was the last fought battle for independence, in Georgia.

^ This house is the third eastward from Drayton Street, and is said to be the oldest brick house in Sa-

vannah. Broad Street, upon which it stands, is a noble avenue, shaded by four rows of Pride-of-India-

Trees.
< Lyman Hall, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, was chosen governor in Janitary,

1784; George Walton, chief "justice ; Samuel Stirk, attorney general; John Milton, secretary of state;

John Martin, treasurer ; and Richard Call, surveyor general.
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Revolutionary Remains Visit to Jasper's Spring. Its historical Associations.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

HERE are but few remains of Revolutionary localities about Savannah.

The city has spread out over all the British works ;
and where their bat-

teries, redoubts, ramparts, and ditches were constructed, public squares are

laid out and adorned with trees, or houses and stores cover the earth. Not

so with the works constructed by the French engineers during the siege in

the autumn of 1779. Although the regular forms are effaced, yet the

mounds and ditches may be traced many rods near the margin of the svA-amp

southeast of the city. These I visited early on the morning of my arrival

m Savannah, after an instructive interview with the Honorable J. C. Nicoll, to whom I am

indebted for a knowledge of the several historical localities in and near the city. Their

present appearance and description are delineated on page 737. After sketching General

M'Intosh's house, printed on the preceding page, I procured a saddle-horse and rode out to

" Jasper's Spring," a place famous as the scene of a bold exploit, which has been the theme

of history and song.' It is near the Augusta road,

two and a half miles westward of the city. The

day was very warm. The gardens were garnished

with flowers ; the orange-trees were blooming ; blos-

soms covered the peach-trees, and insects were sport-

ing in the sunbeams.

Jasper's Spring is just within the edge of a forest

of oaks and gums, and is remarkable only on account

of its historical associations. It is in the midst of a

marshy spot partially covered with underwood, on

the northern side of the road, and its area is mark-

ed by the circumference of a sunken barrel. Being

the only fountain of pure water in the vicinity, it is

View at Jasper's spKiMi. resorted to daily by travelers upon the road. One

1 We have already met Serceant William Jasper while securing the Carolina flags upon the parapet

of the Spring Hill redoubt at Savannah (see page 738), and there sealing his patriotism with his life's

blood. Jasper was one of the bravest of the brave. After his exploits at Fort Moultrie, which we shall

consider hereafter, his commander, General Moultrie, gave him a .sort of roving commission, certain that he

would always be usefully employed. Jasper belonged to the second South Carolina regiment, and was

privileged to select from his corps such men as he pleased to accompany him in his enterprises. Bravery

and hmnanity were his chief characteristics, and while he was active in the cause of his country, he never

injured an enemy unnecessarily. While out upon one of his excursions, when the British had a camp at

Ebenezer, all the .sympathies of his heart were aroused by the distress of a Mrs. Jones, whose husband, an

American by birth, was confined in irons for deserting the royal cause after taking a protection. She felt

certain that he would be hanged, for, with others, he was to be taken to Savannah for that purpose the next

mornino-. Jasper and his only companion (Sergeant Newton) resolved to rescue Jones and his fellow-pris-

oners. "^Concealing themselves in the thick bushes near the spring (at which they doubted not the guard

of ei"-ht men wouTd halt), they awaited their approach. As expected, the guard halted to drink. Only

two of them remained with the prisoners, while the others, leaning their muskets against a tree, went to

I he sprin"-. Jasper and his companion then leaped from their concealment, seized two of the guns, shot

the two sentinels, and took possession of the remainder of the muskets. The guards, unarmed, were pow-

erless and surrendered. The irons were knocked ofi'the wrists of the prisoners, muskets were placed in

their hands, and the custodians of Jones and his fellow-patriots Were taken to the American camp at Purys-

burc the next morning, themselves prisoners of war. Jones was restored to his wife, child, and country,

and for that noble deed posterity blesses the name of Sergeant Jasper. That name is indelibly written on

the page of history, and the people of Savannah have perpetuated it by bestowing it upon one of the beau-

tiful squares of their city.
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of them, a wagoner, came, knelt, and quaffed when I opened my port-folio, and, as he arose

from the spring I sketched him, as seen in the preceding picture. He knew nothing of the

event which makes it famous.

- After lingering for half an hour in the cool shade at the spring, I returned to Savannah-
A slight haziness began to overspread the sky, which deepened toward evening, and de-

scended in gentle rain when I left the city at eight o'clock in a steam-packet for Charles-

ton. We passed the lights at Fort Pulaski at half past eight, and an hour later glided by

the beacons of Tybee and breasted the rising waves of the Atlantic. Like Yellow Plush, I

soon discovered the " use of basins," and at an early hour turned into my berth to prevent

a turning out of my supper. During the night we passed through Port Royal entrance,

touched at Beaufort, stuck in the mud in the channel between Ladies' and St. Helena Isl-

ands, and at daylight emerged again into the Atlantic through St. Helena's Sound. The
breeze was hourly stiffening, and every " landlubber" on board preferred the berth to break-

fast, until we approached Charleston bar, when the wind died away, the sun gleamed
through the breaking clouds, and upon the bosom of long, heaving swells, we were wafted

into Charleston harbor. We landed at one o'clock, dined at two, and at three I called

upon the Pveverend Samuel Smythe, D.D., with a letter of introduction, with whom I pass-

ed the remainder of the afternoon in visiting places of interest upon the banks of the Cooper
Pviver, above the city. To the kind courtesy of Dr. Smythe I am indebted for much of

the interest, pleasure, and profit of my visit at Charleston and vicinity.

Here, upon the spot where the first permanent English settlement in South Carolina was
accomplished, let us glance at the record of history.

In the Introduction to this work (page xxxii.), I have referred to the first attempt at

permanent settlement on South Carolina soil, and the result. As it was only an attempt,

jiroved unsuccessful, and does not illustrate the growth of popular liberty, except so far as

the j^i'incijiles of the Huguenots (those first emigrants) had influence in the political opin-

ions of the people in after years, we will not stop to consider the details, but pass on to

the period of permanent settlements.

For a hundred years after the first attempt at colonization in South Carolina was made,

no settlements were undertaken, and no white man walked in her forests, except a few

Spaniards, who penetrated the wilderness from St. Augustine in search of a fancied region

of gold. At length the English, who had formed settlements on the Cape Fear and vicin-

ity, turned their attention to more southerly regions.

In January, 1670, two ships, with materials for a permanent settlement, sailed from En-
gland, under the command of Sir William Sayle, who had previously visited and explored the

South Carolina coast. He entered Port Pv-oyal, planted

his colony upon Beaufort, and soon afterward died there.

The jurisdiction of Sir John Yeamans, of the Northern

colony, was then extended over this settlement, and in

1671 he was chosen their governor. The people were

easily induced, "for the convenience of pasturage and

tillage," to remove to the south bank of the Ashley

River, further north, and there they laid the foundation

of old Charlestown' (at present called Old Town, or the

Landing)
;
and there was planted the first fruitful seed

'^Ij

of the commonwealth of South Carolina, a The
colony, in honor of Sir George Carteret, one of

the proprietors, was called the Carteret County Colonij? Nine years afterward, the set-

tlers abandoned this spot, and upon Oyster Point, nearer the sea, at the confluence of the

' There were about fifty families who went from the Port Royal settlement to the Ashley River, and

about the same number from the Northern colony accompanied Governor Yeamans thither.

* Governor Yeamans caused a number of African slaves to be brought from Barbadocs, and in the year

1672 the slave system in South Carolina was commenced
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Ashley and Cooper Rivers' (so called in compliment to Ashley Cooper, the Earl of Shaftes-

bury), a place more eligible lor commercial pursuits, they founded the present city of Charles-

ton, a and in the course of the year built thirty houses.' The city retained its orig-

* ^^^°'
inal name of Charles Toiv7i until after the Revolution, when it vi'as called Charleston.

The general early history of South Carolina we have already considered in its connection

v/ith the North State ; we have, therefore, only a few particular points to notice in its

progress prior to the sepai'ation in 1729.

The beauty of the climate and the freedom which then prevailed made South Carolina

a chosen refuge for the oppressed and the discontented of all lands. Several Dutch fam-

ilies of New York went to South Carolina when that city passed into the hands of the En-

glish, and settled on the southwest side of the Ashley, near the English colony, from whence

they spread over the state, and were joined by many from " fader-land." In 1 679, Charles

the Second sent quite a number of French Protestant refugees (Huguenots) thither
; and

when, in 1685, the Edict of Nantes (see page 386, volume i.) was revoked, large numbers

of the Huguenots crossed the Atlantic, and sought refuge in South Carolina from the fires

of persecution about to be relighted in France. Ten years later, b a colony of Con-
^ ' ' o-reo-ationalists, from Dorchester, in Massachusetts, ascended the Ashley almost to its

head, and founded the town of Dorchester, in the present parish of St. George, Dorchester.

This was a village of considerable note during the Revolution, but it is now deserted, and

little remains of the past but the primitive church and the graves around it.

Under various leaders, men of every creed and of various countries went to South Car-

olina ;
" and the Santee, the Congaree, the Wateree, and the Edisto now listened to the

strange voices of several nations, who in the Old World had scarcely known each other,

except as foes. There, for a while, they mingled harmoniously with the natives. The

French Huguenot and the German Palatine smoked their pipes in amity with the Westo

and the Serattee ; and the tastes and habits of the Seine and the Pvhine became familiar

to the wandering eyes of the fearless warriors along the Congaree. .It was not long be-

fore a French violinist had opened a school for dancing among the Indians on the Santee

I>
"3

tiver.

For some time the colonists were obliged to depend, in part, upon the bounty of the pro-

prietors for subsistence, and the calls of this dependence being generally answered, idle and

improvideqt habits were begotten, highly inimical to the prosperity of a. new state. The

proprietors perceived the bad tendency of such indulgence, and in a letter to the colonists

declared that they would " no longer continue to feed and clothe them, without expectation

or demand of any return." This resolve, so unkind to the apprehension of the Carolinians,

was of great benefit to the colonists. Ultimately the people, compelled to work or starve—to

be provident or to be beggars—turned to their own resources, and their development began.

Independence of action begat independence of thought and feeling, and in this first broken

fallow, turned up to the vivifying influence of the sun and shower of free civil, political and

religious life, the seed of Pwepublican liberty, which subsequently bore such generous fruit in

the Carolinas, was planted and took firm root.

In addition to the diseases incident to the climate, and the privations always attendant

upon first settlement, the Carolinians were soon called upon to resist powerful foes—the In-

dian tribes upon whose hunting-grounds they were settling. These difficulties have been

noticed in a preceding chapter. The red men were hardly quieted before internal troubles

menaced the colony with a more terrible blow. Food had become scarce, discontents were

^ The Indian name for the Ashley was Ke-a-wah ; for the Cooper, E-ti-wan. The city has a fine shel-

tered harbor, with the sea six miles distant.

^ The city of Charleston was laid out in 1680 by John Culpepper, who had been surveyor general of

the Northern colony of the Carolinas, but was then a fugitive, on account of his participation in an insur-

rectionary movement there. The streets were laid out nearly at right angles, and the town site was com-

pletely inclosed with a line of fortifications. A plan of these fortifications, and of the city at that time, is

published in Johnson's Traditions and Reminiscences of the Revolution, page 3.

^ Simm's History of South Carolina, page 64.
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heard on every side, and an insurrectionary movement occurred. The rebellion was prompt-

ly suppressed, and some supplies just then arriving from England with some new settlers,,

the people were quieted and became loyal. This difficulty had just passed by, when the

Spaniards menaced the English, and ships of war with land troops appeared. Before their

arrival, vessels which had been sent to Virginia and Barbadoes for provisions and munitions

of war reached the harbor of Charleston. Governor Yeamans at once acted on the offens-

ive, and drove the Spaniards back to St. Augustine.

Yeamans left the colony in 1674, and was succeeded by Joseph West, a man of repub-

lican tendencies. He called the freemen of the colony together in convention at Charles-

ton to make laws for their government. This was the first legislative assembly convened

in South Carolina. It might have been an auspicious event, had not the jarring interests

of classes and creeds, there represented, produced discord and confusion. Cavaliers and Pu-

ritans, Churchmen and Dissenters, each strenuous for the prevalence of their respective

opinions, presented, in this first attempt at representative legislation, powerful arguments in

favor of absolutism. Anarchy prevailed, and in the midst of the dissensions in Charleston,

the Stono Indians swept along the frontiers of the settlements, and plundered a great quan-

tity of grain and numerous cattle. The inhabitants armed themselves, defeated the Stonos

in several skirmishes, took many of them prisoners, and seat them to the West Indies to be

sold as slaves. After other obstinate conflicts, the Stonos were subdued and almost ex-

terminated. They have never had a tribal existence since, and it is believed that they

have no living representative upon the earth.

A Legislative Assembly met in Charleston in 1682, and enacted laws for the civil and

military operations of the colony. The spirit of freedom had begun to work in the hearts

of the people, and when the collection of rents, the great cause of discontent in the Northern

colony, was pressed, they rebelled. The public records were seized, and the Assembly, as-

suming the functions of government, imprisoned the secretary of the province. The gov-

ernor (Colleton) declared martial law. The exasperated people clamored for his impeach-

ment. The Assembly complied, and he was banished from the province. Turbulence and

misrule continued until the scheme of government of Locke and Shaftesbury was abandoned
;

a better day then dawned. John Archdale, the good Quaker, came, and his policy was like

oil poured upon troubled waters. Only one great difficulty remained—the troubles arising

from the antipathy of the English to the French. The general excellence of character pos-

sessed by the latter soon disarmed prejudices ; their political disabilities were removed ; they

were no longer excluded from participation in governmental affairs, and the last fountain

of disquietude was dried up. During the whole of Archdale's administration, and that of

Blake, his successor, peace and prosperity prevailed.

James Moore succeeded Blake in 1700. He sent an expedition against the Spaniards

at St. Augustine, in 1702, which proved unsuccessful. A subsequent expedition against the

Apalachian Indians, undertaken by Moore, has been considered in a previous chapter.

Nathaniel Johnson, a pliant servant of Lord Granville, one of the proprietors, succeeded

Moore in 1703, and, pursuant to a plan long cherished by that nobleman and his friends, he

proceeded to the establishment of the Church of England in Carolina. This was the first

budding of religious intolerance there. The Dissenters were excluded from the Colonial

Legislature, and suffered other disabilities. They laid (heir grievances before the English

Parliament. There they received encouragement, and the law of disfranchisement was

soon repealed by the Colonial Assembly, but the Liturgy of the Church of England remained

the established form of religion in the province until the Revolution.

England was now at war with France and Spain. Her enemies coalesced, and joined

in an expedition against South Carolina in 1706. A squadron of five ships came from

Havana and appeared before Charleston. The governor called upon the people to repel

the invaders, and they cheerfully responded. The invading troops were compelled to fly to

their ships, and these, in turn, being attacked by some vessels which had been speedily

- armed in the harbor, retreated in haste across the bar, and departed. This was the first

II. B B B
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naval victory of the South Carolinians. Of eight hundred of the enemy, almost three

hundred were killed or taken prisoners.

In 1710 a speck of civil war appeared in Charleston, when two claimants to the office

of acting governor, on the death of Tynte, the successor of Johnson, disputed for the honor.

A compromise was effected, by referring the case to the proprietors for a decision. They
wisely discarded both candidates, and appointed Charles Craven, brother of one of the pro-

prietors, governor of the province. Under his administration the colony prospered, settle-

ments extended, and the power of a dangerous Indian confederacy against the Carolinas was

effectually broken.'

Craven was succeeded by Robert Johnson, a son of the former governor,^ and dur-
1 1717. .. ... •'. .. ..

ing his administration a revolution occurred in South Carolina which changed the

government from a proprietary to a royal one. The remote causes of this change may be

found in the desire of the people for a simple and inexpensive government responsible only

to the crown, and not to be subjected to the caprices, avarice, and inefficiency of a Board of

Control composed of private individuals, intent only upon personal gain. The immediate

and ostensible cause was the refusal of the proprietors to pay any portion of the debt in-

curred by the Indian war so promptly suppressed by Governor Craven ; and the severity with

which they enforced the collection of rents. The people looked to the crown for relief, aid,

and protection. A scheme for a revolution was secretly planned, and on the twenty-eighth

of November, 1719, Governor Johnson was deposed. The people proceeded to elect James
Moore governor. The militia, on whom Johnson looked for aid, were against him, and find-

ing himself entirely unsupported, he withdrew to his plantation. Moore was proclaimed

governor of the province in the king's name, and royal authority was established. During

the administration of Francis Nicholson, the successor of Moore, and that of Arthur Mid-

dleton, acting governor, little of political importance occurred in relation to the colony, ex-

cept the legal disputes in England concerning the rights of the proprietors. These were

finally settled in 1729, by a royal purchase of both colonies (see page 562) from the pro-

prietors, and during that year North and South Carolina became separate royal provinces.

The colony was now very prosperous, and from the period of the separation until the

Revolution, nothing occurred to impede its general progress but the troubles with the In-

dians, detailed in preceding chapters, and difficulties with the Spaniards. Soon all alarm

on account of the latter subsided, for Oglethorpe had established a barrier on the Southern

border, by laying the foundation of the commonwealth of Georgia, and preparing means for

keeping the Spaniards south of the St. John's. When this barrier was made secure, the

treaties with the Indians were accomplished, the war with France ended, and universal peace

reigned in the Carolinas. Emigration flowed thither in a broad and rapid stream. Immi-

grants came from all parts of Europe. Up the Pedee, Santee, Edisto, and Savannah
Rivers, settlements spread rapidly, and soon the ax and the plow were plying with mighty

energy upon the banks of the Wateree, the Broad, and the Saluda R-ivers, and their trib-

utaries.' At one time six hundred German settlers came in a body ; and from the North

of Ireland such numbers of the Protestant inhabitants (Scotch-Irish chiefly) departed for

Carolina that the depopulation of whole districts was menaced. Immigrants came, too,

from the other colonies. Within a single Year,b more than a thousand families with

their effects—their cattle, hogs, and horses—crossed the Alleghanies from the Eastern

settlements, and pitched their tents in the bosom of Carolina. Far removed from the po-

' See page 562.
"^ Previous to this period, some important settlements were made. Between the years 1730 and 1740,

an Irish settlement was planted near the Santee, to which was given the name of Williamsburg township.

.\t the same time, some Swiss emigrants, under John Pury, settled upon the northeast side of the Savan-

nah, and founded the village of Purysburg. From 1748 to 1755, great numbers of Palatines (Germans)

were introduced, and settled Orangeburgh and other places upon the Congaree and Wateree. After the

battle of Cuiloden in 1745, many Scotch Highlanders came over. Some of them settled in South Carolina,

but a larger portion located at Cross Creek (Fayetteville), in North Carolina. The greatest influx of se^-

liement was after the treaty of Paris, in 1763.
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litical power they had been taught to reverence, they soon became alienated. They felt

neither the favors nor the oppressions of government, and in the free wilderness their minds

and hearts became schooled in that sturdy independence which developed bold and ener-

getic action when the Revolution broke out.

While the people of New England were murmuring because of Writs of Assistance and

other grievances, the Carolinians were not indifferent listeners, especially those upon the sea-

board ; and before the Stamp Act lighted the flame of general indignation in America, lead-

ing men in South Carolina were freely discussing the rights and privileges of each colony,

and saw in day-dreams a mighty empire stretching along the Atlantic coast from the Pe-

nobscot to the St. John's. Already their representatives had quarreled with the governor

(William Boone), because he had presumed to touch, with official hands, one of their dearest

privileges (the elective franchise), and refused to hold intercourse with him. In these dis-

putes, Christopher Gadsden, Thomas Lynch, Henry Laurens, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney,

the Pvutledges, and other stanch patriots in the stormy strife ten years later, were engaged.

A spirit of resistance was then aroused, which brought South Carolina early into the arena

of conflict when the war began.

When intelligence of the Stamp Act came over the sea, the Assembly of South Carolina

did not wait to consult the opinions of those of other colonies, but immediately passed a se-

ries of condemnatory resolves. When, soon afterward, the proposition for a Colonial Con-

gress came from Massachusetts, a member of the Assembly ridiculed it,' others thought the

scheme chimerical, yet a majority of them were in favor of it, and delegates were appointed

to represent South Carolina in the Congress which was held at New York. a ^octobrrT,

The iniquitous character of the Stamp Aet was freely discussed by the Caroli- i't;5.

nians, and as the day approached^ when it was to go into operation, the peo- b November i.

pie became more and more determined to resist it. When the stamps arrived in Charles-

ton, no man was found willing to act as distributor, and Governor William Bull (who had

succeeded Boone) ordered them to be placed in Fort Johnson, a strong fortress on James's

Island, then garrisoned by a very small force. When the place of deposit became known,

one hundred and fifty armed men, who had secretly organized, went down to the fort at

midnight, in open boats, to destroy the stamps. They surprised and captured the garrison,

loaded the cannons, hoisted a flag, and at sunrise proclaimed open defiance of the power of

the governor. The captain of the armed ship which brought the stamps opened a parley

with the insurgents, and agreed to take away the obnoxious articles, and " not land them

elsewhere in America.'" This was agreed to, and the men returned to the city. So uni-

versal was the opposition to the Act, that no attempt was made to arrest the men concerned

in this overt act of treason.

1 "If you agree to the propcsition of composing a Congress from the different British colonies," said the

member, "what sort of a dish will you make. New England will throw in fish and onions; the Middle

States flax-seed and flour ; Maryland and Virginia will add tobacco ; North Carolina pitch, tar, and tur.

pentine; South Carolina rice and indigo; and Georgia will sprinkle the whole composition with saw-dust.

Such an absurd jumble will you make if you attempt to form a union among such discordant materials as

the thirteen British provinces." A shrewd country member replied, "I would not choose the gentleman

who made the objection for my cook, but, nevertheless, I would venture to a.ssert that if the colonies pro-

ceed judiciously in the appointment of deputies to a Continental Congress, they would prepare a dish fit to

be presented to any crowned head in Europe."

—

Ramsay.
2 In a letter from Charleston, published in Weyman's Nciv York Gazette, it is stated that on the morn-

ing of the nineteenth of October a gallows was discovered in the middle of Broad Street, where Church

Street intersects (then the central part of the town), on which were suspended an effigy representing a

stamp distributor, and another to impersonate the devil. Near by was suspended a boot (Lord Bute), wuh

a head upon it, covered by a blue Scotch bonnet. To these effigies labels were affixed. Upon one was

the warning, " Whoever shall dare to pull down these effigies had better been born with a mill-stone about

his neck, and cast into the sea." At evening they were taken down, and paraded through the street by

about two thousand persons, until they came to the house of George Saxby, in Tradd Street, an appointed

stamp distributor, where they made a great noise, and injured his windows and other portions of his house,

to " the value of five pounds sterling." No other riotous feelings were manifested. Nine days afterward,

Saxby and Caleb Lloyd made oath at Fort Johnson that they would have nothing more to do with the

stamps.
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Under a wide-spreading live oak, a little north of the residence of Christopher Gadsden

—

the Samuel Adams of South Carolina—the patriots used to assemble during the summer
and autumn of 1765, and also the following summer, when the Stamp Act was repealed

There they discussed the political questions of the day. From this circumstance the green

oak was called, like the great elm in Boston, Liberty Tree.' There Gadsden assembled

some of his political friends after the repeal of the Stamp Act in 1766, and, while bon-

fires were blazing, cannons were pealing for joy, and the Legislature of South Carolina was
voting a statue in honor of Pitt,^ he warned them not to be deceived by this mere show of

justice.^ His keen perception comprehended the Declaratory Act in all its deformity, and

while others were loud in their praises of the king and Parliament, he ceased not to proclaim

the whole proceeding a deceptive and wicked scheme to lull the Americans into a dangerous

inactivity. And more ; it is claimed, and generally believed in South Carolina, that under

Liberty Tree Christopher Gadsden first spoke of American Independence. How early is not

known, but supposed to be as early as 1764.*

The people of Charleston cheerfully signed non-importation agreements in 1769 and

' This tree stood within the square now bounded by Charlotte, Washington, Boundary, and Alexander
Streets. This continued to be the favorite meeting-place until the Revolution was in full progress. Be-
neath that tree the Declaration of Independence was first read to the assennbled people of Charleston. Its

history and associations were hateful to the officers of the crown, and when Sir Henry Clinton took pos-

session of the city in 1780, he ordered it to be cut down, and a fire lighted over the stump by piling its

branches around it. Many cane heads were made from the remains of the stump in after years. A part

of it was sawed into thin boards and made into a neat ballot-box, and presented to the " '76 Association."

This box was destroj^ed by fire, at the rooms of the association, during the great conflagration in 1838.
^ This statue was of marble, and stood at the intersection of Broad and Meeting Streets. During the

siege of Charleston, in April, 1780, a British cannon-ball from James's Island passed up Meeting Street,

struck this statue, and broke ofi" its left arm. Several years after the war, the statue, being considered an

obstruction, was rudely pulled down by some workmen employed for the purpose, when the head was broken

off", and it was otherwise mutilated. Good taste would have restored the arm, and kept the statue in its

place until this day.
•^ The following are the names of the Sons of Liberty of Charleston, who met with Gadsden, under Lib-

ert}' Tree, in 1766, and with linked hands pledged themselves to resist when the hour for resistance should

arrive. They are published by Johnson from the original record of George Flagg, one of the party : Gen-
eral Christopher Gadsden, William Johnson, Joseph Verree, John Fullerton, James Brown, Nathaniel Lib-

by, George Flagg, Thomas Coleman, John Hall, William Field, Robert Jones. John Lawton, Uzziah Rogers,

John Calvert, Henry Bookless, J. Barlow, Tunis Tebout, Peter Munclear, William Trusler, Robert Howard,
Alexander Alexander, Edward Weyman, Thomas Searl, William Laughton, Daniel Cannon, and Benjamin
Hawes. The last survivor, George Flags, died in 1824.

* Christopher Gadsden was born in Charleston in 1724. He was educated in England, where he be-

came accomplished in the learned lannjuages. He

^^/ ' X<^ Q-^ ^^t."!^ returned to America at the age of sixteen, and en-

C/^i^'^'''^^V/~^^-C-^*''^ ^^'^^>^^**ifcktered the counting-house of a merchant in Phil-

adelj)hia, where he remained until he was twenty-

one years of age. He then went to England, and on his return engaged in mercantile pursuits in Charles-

ton. He was successful, and was soon able to purchase all of the pro(ieriy known as Ansonborough, which

his father lost in play with Lord Anson. His house was upon the lot now (1848) owned by Mrs. Isaac

Ball, and the kitchen is yet standing on the lot at the northeast corner of East Ba}' and Vernon Streets.

Mr. Gadsden was one of the earliest opponents of Great Britain in South Carolina, and, as the Revo-

lution advanced, was one of its firmest supporters. He was a delegate in the first Continental Congress

in 1774, and his name is attached to the American Assodalion agreed to by that body. In 1775, he was
elected senior colonel and commandant of three South Carolina regiments, and was subsequently made a

brigadier. He was in the engagement at the siege of Charleston in 1776. He was one of the framers

of the Constitution of South Carolina, adopted in 1778. He resigned his commission in 1779, and when
Charleston was taken by Clinton, in 1780, he was lieutenant governor; as such, he signed the capitula-

tion. Three months afterward, he was taken, with others, and cast into the loathsome prison at St. Au-
gustine (an act in open violation of the terms of capitulation), because he would not submit to indignity at

the hands of Governor Tonyn. There he suffered for eleven months, until exchanged in June, 1781, when
he sailed to Philadelphia with other prisoners. He returned to Charleston, and was a member ol' the As-

sembly convened at Jacksonburg in the winter of 1782. He opposed the confiscation of the property of

the Loyalists, and thereby won their esteem. He was elected governor of the state in 1782, but declined

ihe honor, and went into the retirement of private life. He died on the twenty-eighth of August, 1805,

at the age of eighty-one years.
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1770, and faithfully adhered thereto ; and when the Continental Congress of 1774 adopted

the American Association, its recommendations were very generally complied with in South
Carolina. When tea was sent to America, under the provisions of a new act of 1773 (see

page 495, volume i.), the South Carolinians were as firm in their opposition to the land-

ing of the cargoes /or sale, as were the people of Boston. It was stored in the warehouses,

and there rotted, for not a pound was allowed to be sold.

The closing of the port of Boston, by act of Parliament, on the first of January, 1774,
aroused the indignation and sympathy of the South Carolinians, and substantial aid was
freely sent to the suffering inhabitants of that city. When the proposition for a General
Congress went forth, the affirmative voice of South Carolina was among the first heard in

response. Tn an assembly of the people, held in Charleston, on the sixth, seventh, and
eighth of July, 1774, it was declared that the Boston Port Bill was "most cruel and op-

pressive," and plainly showed that " if the inhabitants of that town are intimidated into a

mean submission of said acts, that the like are designed for all the colonies ; when not even

the shadow of liberty to his person, or of security to his property, will be left to any of his

majesty's subjects residing on the American continent." The same convention approved

of the proposition for a General Congress, chose delegates to represent them in Federal

Council,' and closed their proceedings by the appointment of a committee of ninety-nine, " to

act as a general committee, to correspond with the committees of other colonies, and to do

all matters and things necessary to carry the resolutions of the convention into execution."

Henry Laurens was appointed chairman of this large committee, and it was agreed that

twenty-one should constitute a business quorum.'

In defiance of the remonstrances and menaces of Lieutenant-governor Bull, a Provincial

Congress of delegates, chosen by the people, met at Charleston on the eleventh of January,

1775. Charles Cotesworth Pinckney was chosen president. That Assembly approved of

the proceedings of the General Congress, and appointed a committee of inspection and ob-

servation to see that its recommendations were complied with.' Now began those coercive

measures of the Whigs which were often wrong and oppressive, but frequently necessary and
salutary. The non-importation measures were rigorously enforced, and royal power was
boldly defied. The people of Charleston formed themselves into volunteer companies to

practice the use of fire-arms, and the boys, catching the spirit of the hour, banded together,

and with mimic weapons imitated the discipline of their seniors.

On the nineteenth of April, 1775, the day when the first blow was struck for liberty at

Lexington, the packet ship Sivalloiv arrived at Charleston, bringing dispatches for the gov-

ernors of the Southern colonies. Among others M'as a dispatch for the acting governor of

South Carolina, William Bull. His disputes with the Committee of Safety and the Pro-

vincial Congress had risen to a high pitch of acrimony, and the public mind was greatly

excited. Yet all hoped for reconciliation, and few could believe that civil war would act-

ually ensue. The arrival of the Swalloiv extinguished these hopes, for a secret committee

who had been appointed to seize the next mail that should arrive fro.m England, performed

their duty well.* On opening the dispatches to the governor, it was found that the British

' Henry Middleton, John Rutledge, Christopher Gadsden, Thomas Lynch, and Edward Rutledge, were
appointed delegates.

* Ramsay's History of South Carolina, i., 18 ; Moultrie's Memoirs, i., 10. The place of meeting was
at a large tavern on the northeast corner of Broad and Church Streets, commonly called, at that day,
" The Corner."

^ The following gentlemen composed the Charleston committee : Christopher Gadsden, Isaac Huger,
William Gibbes, William Parker, Aaron Locock, Roger Smith, Maurice Simons, John Poang, Thomas Le-
garc, Sen., Edward Simons, Edward Blake, Samuel Prioleau, Jr., Hugh Swinton, John Champneys, Will-

iam Host, .Tohn Brewton, Alexander Chisholme, Alexander Chovin, William Livingston, and John Baddeley.
* This committee consisted of William Henry Drayton, John Neufville, and Thomas Corbett. After the

mail was carried to the post-office, and before it could be opened, this committee went thither, and demand-
ed it from Stevens, the postmaster, in the name of the Provincial Congress. Stevens allowed them to take

it, under protest. It was then carried to the State House and opened. The packages for the governors

were retained and opened ; the private letters, with seals unbroken, were returned to the post-office.
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ministry had resolved to coerce the colonies into submission. The royal governors were or-

dered to seize the arms and ammunition belonging to the several provinces, raise provin-

cial troops, if possible, and prepare to receive an army of British regulars to aid them. Gage

and Dunmore, we have seen, acted upon these instructions, but the patriots of Lexington,

Concord, and Williamsburg thwarted them ; and the Charleston Committee of Correspond-

ence, giving those of North Carolina and Georgia timely warning, enabled them to assume

an attitude of defense before it was too late. A messenger, with these dispatches, was sent

to the Continental Congress, and this was the first intelligence which that body had of the

real intentions of the British ministry.

A few days after the discovery of this scheme, intelligence of the battle at Lexington ar-

rived. Suspicion now yielded to demonstration ; there was no longer any uncertainty ; the

mother was arming against her children ; war was inevitable. While patriotism, gushing

in full fountain from the hearts of the people, made them proclaim boldly, We are ready I

sober reason saw the disparity in the strength of the oppressor and the oppressed. England

was then among the first powers of the earth ; the colonies were weak in material defenses.

The savage tribes on their whole western frontier might be brought, like thirsty blood-hounds,

upon them ; they possessed not a single ship of war ; they had very little money ; at the

South, the slaves, by offers of freedom, might become enemies in their midst ; a large number

of wealthy, influential, and conscientious men were loyal to the king ; the governors, being

commanders-in-chief, had control of the provincial military forces, and, if their thoughts had

fi)r a moment turned to the Continental powers of Europe for aid, they were pressed back

liy the reflection that republican principles were at variance with the dominant sentiments

of the Old World. And yet they did not hesitate. Pleading the justice of their cause,

they leaned for support upon the strong arm of the God of Battles.

Having resolved on rebellion, the people of Charleston were not afraid to commit acts of

legal treason. They justly considered that " all statutes of allegiance were repealed on the

plains of Lexington, and the laws of self-preservation left to operate in full force.'" They

accordingly concerted a plan, like their brethren in Savannah (see page 726), to secure the

arms and ammunition in the city, and on the night of the twentieth of April they seized

upon all the munitions of war they could find. This was the first overt act of resistance,

and at that hour began the Revolution, in earnest, in South Carolina.

A second session of the Provincial Congress commenced on the first of June. An asso-

ciation, drawn up by Henry Laurens, was adopted f a permanent Committee of Safety was

appointed ; an issue of six hundred thousand dollars in paper money was ordered, and two

regiments of infantry, of five hundred men each, and a battalion of cavalry or rangers, was

directed to be raised. Some gentlemen were sent to the West Indies in a fast-sailing vessel

to procure powder, and were fortunate enough to return with about ten thousand pounds.

After arranging military afiairs, the attention of the Assembly was next turned to the

organization of civil government. A Council of Safety was appointed to act during the re-

cess of the Provincial Congress, to whom all the powers of that body were delegated. '' They

had the entire control of the army ; were clothed with power to contract debts for the public

service, and to issue coin and bills of credit. With this organization, civil government, upon

a republican basis, was begun.

During the session of the Congress, Lord William Campbell,'' who had been appointed

' Ramsay, i., 30.

* The core of this document consisted in the declaration of those who signed it, that they were " read}'

to sacrifice life and fortune to secure the freedom and safety of South Carolina : holding all persons inim-

ical to the liberties of the colonies who shall refuse to subscribe to the association."

^ This council consisted of Henry Laurens, Charles Pinckncy, Rawlins Lowndes, Thomas Ferguson,

Miles Brewton, Arthur Middleton, Thomas Hey ward, Jr., Thomas Bee, John Huger, James Parsons, Will-

iam Henry Drayton, Benjamin Elliott, and William Williams
* Lord Campbell was the third brother of the Duke of Argyle. He had married Sarah Izard, the sister

of Ralph Izard, who belonged to the richest family in the province. The residence of Lord Campbell was
on Meeting Street, now (1851) owned and occupied by Judge D. E. Huger. Soon finding his residence
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governor, arrived at Charleston, a and was very courteously received. He pro-
^^^^ ^^„

fessed great love for the people of the province, and assured them that he would

use his best endeavors to promote the welfare of the inhabitants. Taught by experience to

suspect the promises of royalty or its representatives, the people took measures to test his

sincerity. The hollowness of his professions was proven, and turning their backs upon him,

the patriots proceeded in their preparations for armed

^ resistance. A vessel was fitted out by the Commit-

tee of Safety to attempt the capture of an English

sloop laden with- powder, then lying at St. Augustine.

The expedition was successful, and fifteen thousand

pounds of powder were brought safely into Charles-

Ion, though chased by cruisers sent out by Campbell.

Part of this powder, which was sent to the Continental

Congress for the use of the grand army, was used by

Arnold and his men in the siege of Quebec at the

close of 1775.

Early in September,^ Colonel Moultrie' pro-
^

ceeded to take possession of the fort on Sulli-

van's Island, in Charleston harbor. The small gar-

rison made no resistance, but fled to the British sloops

of war Tamar and Cherokee, then lying in Pwebellion

Roads, in front of Fort Sullivan. Lord Campbell,

perceiving the storm of popular indignation against

him daily increasing, particularly when it became

known that he was endeavoring to incite the Indians

on the frontier to lift the hatchet for the king, and

was tampering with the Tories in the inte-

rior, also fled to these vessels for shelter, and thus " abdicated" royal power.

c

The Provincial Council now increased the defenses of the city, and organized a company

of artillery. They also took measures for fortifying the harbor. Lieu-

tenant-colonel Motte, accompanied by Captains Charles Cotesworth

Pinckney, Bernard Elliot, and Francis Marion, took possession of Fort

Johnson,- on James Island, and on the same evening, Captain Hey ward,

with thirty-five of the Charleston artillery, went down and mounted

three guns in the place of those spiked by the garrison when they fled.

Three days afterward, the first Ptepublican flag displayed at the South

was floating over the main bastion of the fortress.^ South Cabolina Fiag.

c Sept. 14

ill Charleston unsafe, he escaped to a British vessel in the harbor, leaving his family behind. Lady Camp-

bell was treated with great respect, but finally she too went on board the vessel, and was landed at Ja-

maica. The next year (1776), Campbell was on board the Bristol in the attack upon Charleston, and, while

fiahting on the quarter-deck, he was wounded. He died from the effects of his wounds, two years after-

ward.
I William Moultrie was a native of South Carolina. He was born in 1730. We find him first in public

service as an officer, in the expedition against the Cherokees in 1760. He was also in subsequent expe-

ditions against that unhappy people. When the Revolution broke out, he was amonjr the earliest in South

Carolina to take the field on the Republican side. His defense of the fort on Sullivan's Island in 1776,

gave him great eclat, and he was promoted to brigadier. He gained a battle over the British near Beau-

fort in 1779, and in May, 1780, was second in command when Charleston was besieged. He went to

Philadelphia while a prisoner of war, and did not return to South Carolina until 1782. He was several

times chosen governor of the state, and retired from public life only when the infirmities of age demanded

repose. He published his Memoirs of the Revolulion, relating to the war in the South, in two volumes, in

1802, printed by David Longworth, of New York. Governo'r Moultrie died at Charleston on the twenty-

seventh of September, 1805, at the age of seventy-five years.

* Moultrie, in his Memoirs, says, " As there was no national flag at the time, I was desired by the Coun-

cil of Safety to have one made, upon which, as the state troops were clothed in blue, and the fort was gar-

risoned by the first and second regiments, who wore a silver crescent on the front of their caps, I had a
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Colonel Moultrie soon afterward mounted some heavy cannons upon Haddreli's Point, and

_ , ,„ all of the troops in and around Charleston were ordered^ to hold themselves in
> Sept. lb, J^

1 /"I I 7 1 1

1775. readiness, for it was expected that the Tamar and Cherokee would, pursuant to

Lord Campbell's menaces, open a fire upon the town or the forts. A magazine was built

at Dorchester, and ten thousand pounds of powder were sent thither. A small fort was

also erected upon the Cheraw Hills, on the Great Pedee, to give confidence to the Whigs

in that region where Campbell's emissaries had been. In December, Moultrie, with a con-

siderable force, took possession of Sullivan's Island and commenced the erection of a fascine

battery. This advantage, and a few long shots from Haddreli's Point (where a battery had

been erected), caused the Tamar and Cherokee to leave the harbor. Lord Campbell, de-

spairing of maintaining his power, sailed to Jamaica. It was during these events upon the

sea-board in the course of the autumn of 1775 that the organization of the Tories in Ninety-

Six and other portions of the upper country, already noticed, occurred.

Colonel Gadsden assumed command of all the troops in Charleston early in 1776, and

__^l:^^s-^ the Council of Safety commissioned him a brigadier.

Colonel Moultrie was ordered!^ to build a

strong fort upon Sullivan's Island, large

enough to accommodate one thousand men, and to take

the command there.' This measure was considered

necessary, for certain intelligence had arrived that a

fleet and army were preparing to assail Charleston,

and a fort at the point designated would be a key to

The civil government was revised ; a temporary

Constitution was formed' (the first in the colonies) ; and the Legislature was called the

General Assembly of South Carolina. It possessed all powers of supreme local govern-

ment. John Rutledge' was chosen president, with the actual powers of governor ;
and other

.=^iM b March, 1776.

FoET Sullivan,

ihe harbor, with the aid of Fort Johnson

executive officers, with a privy and a legislative council, were elected by the new Assembly."

The merlons were six-

large blue flag made, with a crescent in the dexter corner, to be in uniform with the troops. This was

the first American flag displayed in the South."—Vol. i., p. 90.

' This fort was constructed of palmetto logs, in sections, and filled in with sand,

teen feet thick, and sufficiently high to cover the men from the fire that might

be directed upon them from the tops of the British vessels. It was first called

Fort Sullivan, being upon the island of that name, but was named Fort Moul-

trie, after its gallant defense by its commander, in June, 1776. When I vis-

ited its site (a portion of which is covered by the modern strong works of Fort

Moultrie) in 1849, some of the palmetto logs were visible, imbedded in the

sand. The annexed engraving shows the plan of the fort when attacked in

.June, 1776, before it was completed. The drawing of the fort in the text is

from a large plan by an English engineer, who was attached to the British

fleet.

* This Constitution was to remain in force until October of the same year.

' John Rutledge was the son of Doctor John Rutledge, who came to America, from Ireland, in 1735.

He studied law at the Temple in London, and returned to Charleston in 1761. He espoused the repub-

lican cause at an early period of the dispute, and was a member of the first Continental Congress in 1774.

When the temporary Constitution of South Carolina was adopted in the spring of 1776, he was appointed

president and commander-in-chief of the colony. When the new and permanent Constitution was estab-

lished two years later, he refused his assent, because he thought it too democratic. His prejudices yielded,

however, and in 1779 he was chosen governor under it, with the temporary power of a dictator. He took

the field'at the head of the militia, and with great skill and energy managed the affairs of the state until

the fall of Charleston in May, 1780. After the war, he was made judge of the Court of Chancery, and in

1789 a judge of the Supreme Court of the United States. He was appointed chief justice of South Car-

olina in 1791, and in 1796 was elevated to the seat of chief justice of the United States. He died in July,

1800.
* Henry Laurens was elected vice-president ; William Henry Drayton, chief justice ;* Alexander Moul-

* In April, about a month after his appointment, Chief-justice Drayton delivered an able charge to the Grand Jury on the

subject of independence. Its effects were powerful, salutary, and extensive. In South Carolina its arguments convinced the

dubious, and its boldness, both of reason and expression, strengthened the feeble and upheld the wavering. It was published

in all of the Whig papers of the Northern colonies ; was commented upon by the London press, and received the warmest ex-

pressions of approbation from the friends of the colonists every where.
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After passing a few necessary laws, the Assembly adjourned, a the Council of Safety ^ April ii,

and General Committee were dissolved, and a constitutional government began. ^"6.

The president and privy council were vested

with executive power to administer the govern-

ment during the recess of the Legislature.

Under the efficient direction of President

Rutledge, Charleston and vicinity were well pre-

pared for defense in the spring of 1 776. About

one hundred pieces of cannon were mounted at

various points around the harbor, and a strong

battery was erected at Georgetown. Brigadier-

general John Armstrong, of Pennsylvania, ar-

rived in April, and took the general command
;

and early in June,b Major-general

Charles Lee reached Charleston. He

had been sent by General Washington, aftei

the expulsion of the British from Boston, to

watch the movements of General Sir Henry

Clinton, and to command the troops for the de-

fense of the Southern sea-board. Lee's known

experience, skill, and bravery gave the people

great confidence, and the alarm which had pre-

vailed since the appearance of a British squad-

ron off Dewees Island, five days before, soon

subsided. Lee was indefatigable in his preparations for the defense of Charleston, and was

generally satisfied with all the arrangements of the local authorities. The garrison at

Fort Sullivan worked day and night to complete it, and when the British fleet appeared,

about thirty heavy pieces of cannon were mounted upon it.'

The British fleet bearing a land force, and both designed to act against the Southern

colonies in the campaign of 1776, was commanded by Admiral Sir Peter Parker (portray-

ed on the next page). Its approach was providentially discovered in time^ to allow the

Carolinians to prepare for defense, and for Washington to dispatch Lee and Armstrong,

officers of experience, to aid them. Parker reached the Cape Fear early in May, where he

was joined by Sir Henry Clinton, from New York, who assumed the chief command of all

the land troops. On the fourth of June, the day when General Lee arrived, the fleet ap-

peared off Charleston bar, and several hundred land troops took possession of Long Island,

which lies eastward of &ullivan's Island, and is separated from it only by a narrow creek.

All was now activity among the patriots. The militia of the surrounding country

obeyed the summons of Governor Pvutledge with great alacrity, and flocked to the town.

These, with the regular troops of South Carolina, and those of the Northern colonies who

had come with Armstrong and Lee, made an available force of between five and six thou-

sand men. Gadsden commanded the first regiment of South Carolina regulars at Fort

Johnson, on James's Island, three miles from Charleston ; Colonel Moultrie those at Fort

trie, attorney general ; John Huger, secretary ; Hugh Rutledge, judge of the admiralty
;
and James Par-

sons, William H. Drayton, John Edwards, Charles Pinckney, Thomas Ferguson, and Rawlins Lowndes,

members of the Privy Council.
» General Moultrie says that Lee ordered a bridge of boats to be constructed for a retreat. There were

not boats enough, and empty hogsheads, with planks across, were tried, but without success. Lee was

very anxious on this point, and felt that in case of attack, the garrison must be sacrificed. " For my part,"

says Moultrie, " I never was uneasy on not having a retreat, because I never imagined that the enemy

could force me to that necessity."
2 Early in April, Lord Dunmore sent a boat to Annapolis, with dispatches for Governor Eden, from

Lord Dartmouth. James Barron, then cruising in the Chesapeake, captured this boat and conveyed the

papers to Williamsburg. Dartmouth's communication revealed the whole plan of operations. It was dated

December 23, 1775.
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Sullivan ; and Colonel Thomson, the advanced post on the east end of Sullivan's Island.

Thomson's troops were chiefly riflemen. There was also a strong force at Haddrell's Point,

under the immediate command of General Lee. In the city, governor Rutledge, impelled

by the necessities of the hour, and under the be-

lief that an attempt would be made to pass the

forts and land the troops in the city, pursued

the rigorous course of martial law. Valuable

stores on the wharves were torn down, and a

line of defenses was made in their places. The

streets near the water were barricaded, and, on

account of the scarceness of lead, many window-

sashes of that material were melted into bullets.

He pressed into service seven hundred negroes

with tools, who belonged to Loyalists ; and

seized, for the moment, the money and papei's

of the lukewarm. By these energetic measures

the city was made strong in moral and physical

material, and when the British fleet crossed the

bar, all were ready to receive them.

While these pi'eparations were in progress

by the Republicans, Sir Henry Clinton was

busy in arranging for a combined attack with the

land and naval forces. He constructed two

batteries upon Long Island, to confront those

of Thomson upon Sullivan's Island, and to cover

the passage of his troops in boats and in fording from the former to the latter, for Fort

Sullivan, the main work in the harbor, was the devoted mark for the first blow. Its gar-

rison consisted of only three hundred and forty-four regulars and a few volunteer militia,

and its only aid was an armed sloop, with powder, which was anchored off' Haddrell's Point,

now Point Pleasant.

At half past ten o'clock on the morning of the twenty-eighth of June, Sir Peter Parker,

on board his flag-ship, the Bristol, made the signal

for attack. His fleet immediately ddvanced, and,

•with springs on their cables, anchored in front of

Fort Sullivan." The Active, Bristol, Experiment,

and Solebay led to the attack, and anchored near-

est the fort. At the moment of anchoring, the fort

poured a heavy fire upon them, and each vessel re-

turned the compliment by delivering a broadside

upon the little fortress, but with almost harmless

effect upon the spongy palmetto logs.° It was a

little before eleven o'clock vi'hen the action began,

and terrible to the people of Charleston, who look-

ed upon the contest from balconies, roofs, and

steeples, was the roar of three hundred cannons.

To the little garrison the peril seemed great, yet they maintained their fire with precision

and coolness. Perceiving the unfinished state of the fort on the western side, toward

Sir Teter Parker.
From an Enslish Print.

Sullivan's Island and the British Fleet at
THE time or THE ATTACK.

^ The British vessels brought into action were the Bristol and Experiment, of fifty guns each
;
the frig-

ates Active, Solebay, ActcEon, Syren, and Sphynx, of twenty-eight guns each; the Thunder-bomb, and Ran-

ger, sloop, each of twenty-eight guns ; and the Friendship, an armed vessel of twenty-two guns.

* The palmetto is peculiar to the low sandy .shores of the Southern States. It grows from twenty to

forty feet in hei£;ht, without branches, terminating in a large tuft of very long leaves. The wood is very

porous, and a bullet or cannon-ball, on entering it, makes no extended fracture. It becomes buried, with-

out injuring adjacent parts.
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Charleston, Parker ordered the Sphynx, Actseon, and Syren to take a position in the chan-

nel on that side, so as to enfilade the garrison. Had they succeeded, surrender or certain

destruction must have been the alternative for the Americans. The three vessels advanced

to execute the orders, when they all struck upon a shoal called the Middle Ground, and

while thus entangled a very destructive fire was poured upon them from the fort. The

Sphynx got ofi' with the loss of her bowsprit, and the Syren without much injury, and with-

drew to another part of the harbor ; but the Actseon was too thoroughly grounded to be

moved. Simultaneously with the advance of the ships to the attack of Fort Sullivan, Clin-

ton's batteries upon Long Island, and some floating batteries in the creek, opened upon those

of Thomson; and a portion of the British land forces embarked in boats under cover of their

artillery, to force their way to assail the fort on the Avest, where it was unfinished, or at

least to prevent Lee from sending re-enforcements or ammunition from Haddrell's Point,

across the bridge of boats which had now been constructed. Clinton's whole regular force

on Long Island was about two thousand troops, and between five and six hundred seamen.

Colonel Thomson had only two cannons, but his riflemen were among the best marksmen

in the state. He allowed Clinton's flotilla to approach within musket shot, when he open-

ed a destructive fire upon them from his battery and small arms. Several attempts to ad-

vance were made, and every time the sure marksmen of Carolina swept many from the

boats, and Clinton was obliged to abandon his design. Lee, who had perceived the weak-

ness of the fort on its western side, and penetrated the design of Clinton, observed this ret-

rograde movement with joy ; and when at about two o'clock, the garrison ceased firing, on

account of the exhaustion of ammunition, he sent a sufficient supply from Haddrell's Point

and a schooner, and the defensive cannonade was resumed.

The fire from the ships was almost incessant, and yet the patriots in the fort were firm.'

Their shots were dreadfully effective, and the ships were severely battered and maimed.

Anxiously the seamen and marines turned their eyes toward the East, expecting aid from

Clinton, but it did not appear. For ten long hours, while the iron storm from the fort was

beating their ships in pieces, and sweeping whole ranks from the decks, scarcely a ray of

hope appeared for the seamen ; and when the sun went down, its last gleams were upon

the scarlet coats and burnished arms of the British, yet upon Long Island, and kept at bay

by Thomson's batteries and sure-aimed riflemen. The contest continued without intermis-

sion until sunset, when it slackened, and at half past nine in the evening it entirely ceased.

At eleven o'clock the shattered vessels slipped their cables and withdrew to Five Fathom

Hole, about two miles northeastward of Fort Johnson, except the Actseon, which remained

aground. Early the next morning the garrison fired a few shots at her, which were re-

turned. At the same time, Clinton made another effort to cross from Long Island to Sul-

livan's Island, but Thomson confronted him with such hot volleys, that he was obliged to

retreat behind his batteries. Perceiving further efforts to reduce the fort, especially in his

' Burke, in his Anmial Register, gave the following graphic account of the naval engagement and the

fort : " While the continued thunder from the ships seemed sufficient to shake the firmness of the bravest

enemy, and daunt the courage of the most veteran soldier, the return made by the fort could not fail of

callino- for the respect, as well as of highly incommoding the brave seamen of Britain. In the midst of

that dTcadful war of artillery, they stuck with the greatest firmness and constancy to their guns, fired de-

liberately and slowly, and took a cool and effective aim. The ships suffered accordingly
;
they were torn

to pieces, and the slaughter was dreadful. Never did British valor shine more conspicuous, and never did

our marines, in an engagement of the same nature with any foreign enemy, expeiienee as rude an encounter.

The springs of the Bristol's cable being cut by the shot, she lay for some time exposed in such a manner

to the enemy's fire as to be most dreadfully raked. The brave Captain Morris, after receiving a number

of wounds, which would have sufficiently justified a gallant man in retiring from his station, still with a

noble obstinacy disdained to quit his duty, until his arm being at length shot off, he was carried away in a

condition which did not afford a possibility of recovery. It is said that the quarter-deck of the Bristol was

at one time cleared of every person but the commodore, who stood alone, a spectacle of intrepidity and

firmness which have seldom been equaled, never exceeded. The others on that deck were either killed

or carried down to have their wounds dressed. Nor did Captain Scott, of the Experiment, miss his share

of the danger or glory, who, besides the loss of an arm, received so many other wounds, that his life was at

first despaired of."
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Burning of the Action. Effect of the Battle. The Loss. Bravery of Sergeant Jasper.

crippled condition, to be futile, Parker ordered the crew of the Acteeon to set fire to and

abandon her. They did so, leaving the colors flying and guns loaded. When they had

left, the Americans boarded her, secured her colors as a trophy, carried off the ship's bell,

fired her guns at the Bristol, loaded three boats with stores, and set her on fire. Within

half an hour after they left her, she blew up.

This battle was one of the severest during the whole war, and while it redounded to the

military glory of the Americans, and greatly increased the patriot strength at the South, it

was regarded by the British as peculiarly disastrous, aside from the actual loss of life and

property in the action.' This discomfiture occurred at a time when the British were de-

sirous of making the most favorable impression here and in Europe, for Lord Howe was

then on his way as a co?nmissioner to settle all disputes, or as a comincuider to prosecute

the war. His course was to be determined by circumstances. This was the first time

that the Americans had encountered a regular British fleet. The fact that it had been

terribly shattered and driven to sea was very humiliating to the vanquished, and, at the

same time, encouraging to the victors, at a moment when a brilliant act like this was of

immense moment to the Republican cause.

On the morning after the battle, the British fleet left Charleston harbor, and proceeded

to Long Island to recruit. Almost every vessel was obliged to remain for that purpose.

On the thirty-first. General Clinton, with Cornwallis and the troops, escorted by the Solebay

frigate, with Sir Peter Parker on board, sailed for New York with a heavy heart.

The joy of the Americans on account of this victory was unbounded, and the praises of

the actors were upon all lips. On the day when Clinton sailed, ^ the lady of Ber-

nard Elliot^ presented Colonel Moultrie's regiment with a pair of elegant colors.

' The loss on board of the ships was frightful. Every man stationed on the quarter-decks of the vessels,

at the betrinning of the action, was either killed or wounded. The commodore suffered a slight contusion.

Captain Morris soon afterward died of his wounds. Forty men were killed and seventy-one wounded, on

board the Bristol. The Experiment had twenty-three killed and seventy-six wounded. Her commander,

Captain Scott, lost an arm. Lord William Campbell, the last royal governor of the province, who served

as a volunteer, was badly wounded at the beginning of the action. The whole loss of the British, in killed

and wounded, was two hundred and twenty-live. The Bristol had not less than seventy balls put through

her. When the spring of her cable was cut, she swung round with her stern toward the fort, and instantly

every gun that could be brought to bear upon her hurled its iron balls upon her. At the beginning of

the action, Moultrie gave the word, " Mind the commodore and the fifty gun ships !" These were the

principal sufferers. Although the Thunder-bomb cast more than fifty shells into the fort, not one of them

did serious damage. There was a large moat, filled with water, in the center of the fort, which received

nearly all of the shells, and extinguished the fusees before the fire reached the powder. Others were buried

in the sand, and did no harm. Onlj' ten of the garrison were killed and twenty-two wounded. Most of

these were injured by shots which passed through the embrasures. Moultrie says that, after the battle,

they picked up, in and around the fort, twelve hundred shot of different calibre that were fired at them, and

a great number of thirteen inch shells.

During the action, Sergeant William Jasper, whom we have already met at the Spring, near Savannah,

and witnessed his death while planting the Carolina flag upon the parapet of the British works, at the

siege of that town, performed a daring feat. At the commencement of the action, the flag-staff was cut

away by a ball from a British ship, and the Crescent flag of South Carolina, that waved opposite the Union

.flao' upon the western bastion, fell outside, upon the beach. Jasper leaped the parapet, walked the length

of the fort, picked up the flag, fastened it upon a sponge staff, and in the midst of the iron hail pouring upon

the fortress, and in sight of the whole fleet, he fixed the flag firmly upon the bastion. Three cheers greeted

him as he ascended to the parapet and leaped, unhurt, within the fort. On the day after the battle, Gov-

ernor Rutledge visited the fort, and rewarded Jasper for his valor by presenting him with his own hand-

some small sword which hung at his side, and thanked him in the name of his country. He offered him a

lieutenant's commission, but the young hero, who could neither read nor write, modestly refused it, saying,

" I am not fit to keep officer's company
; I am but a sergeant."

* Mrs. Elliot is represented as one of " the most busy among the Revolutionary women, and always active

amon»T soldiers." She was a niece of Mrs. Rebecca Motte, the patriot widow of Orangeburg, mentioned

on page 683, and during the whole war was a useful co-worker with her republican husband.

The wife of Charles Elliot, brother of Bernard Elliot, was also a glorious Whig. Her wit and repartee

often scathed the proud feelings of the British officers, when the royal army occupied Charleston. On
one occasion. Colonel Balfour was walking with her in her garden, when, pointing to a chamomile flower,

he asked its name. "The rebel flower," she replied. "And why is it called the rebel flower?" asked

the officer. " Because," replied Mrs. Elliot, "it always flourishes most when trampled upon."
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Presentation of Standards. Patriotism not sectional. Declaration of Independence. Fort Sullivan.

1776.

These were the standards Avhich were afterward planted on the walls of Savannah by
Bush, Hume, and Jasper.' They were afterward captured when Charleston fell, and were
seen years after the war, among other British trophies, in the Tower of London. ° The
Legislature of South Carolina changed the name of the fort from Sullivan to Moultrie, in

honor of its brave defender ; and on the twentieth of July, a the Continental Cono^ress

passed a resolution of thanks to General Lee, Colonels Moultrie and Thomson, and
the officers and men under their command.'

For three years after the repulse of the British from Charleston, South Carolina enjoyed

comparative quiet while the war was raging at the North. Yet her sons were not idle

listeners to the roar of cannons in New England, New York, and Pennsylvania, but flocked

thither in hundreds, under brave leaders, to do battle for their common country. The pa-

triots of that war were not divided by sectional interests. There was no line of demarka-
tion over which men hesitated to pass. A desire for the happiness of the New England
people was a twin sentiment with love for his own fireside, in the heart of the Carolinian

and Georgian
; and the bosom of the " Green Mountain Boy" heaved as strongly with

emotions of joy when a blow for freedom was successfully dealt among the rice lands of the

South, as when the shout of victory went up from the heights of Saratoga.

Upon the western frontiers of the South, the Indians, stirred up by Tory emissaries, gave
the people some trouble ; but from the day when the Declaration of Lidependence was read
at Liberty Tree," until the opening of the campaign of 1779, the people of Charleston con-

tinued in quiet pursuit of lucrative commerce. Yet prosperity did not stifle aspirations for

freedom, nor the accumulation of riches cause hesitation when danger drew nigh and de-

manded sacrifices. The spirit of liberty burned with a light as steady and eternal as the

polar star, even amid the clouds and darkness of intensest sufferings which ensued.

I visited Sullivan's Island on the day of my departure from Charleston, b and ,,

,

1 r ^

J J r ' b January 29,

sauntered lor an hour upon the beach Avhere the old Palmetto Fort once stood. 1849.

^ -^^^^^,_ Nothing of it now re-

" '^*^- :^^™^^^ ,

=^ mains but a few of the

logs imbedded in the

drifting sand. TJie

modern Fort Moultrie

is not a large, but a

well-constructed forti-

fication. The island

is sandy, and bears no

shrub or tree sponta-

On the northwestern

View at Fort Moultkie.'

neously except the Palmetto, and these are not seen in profusion.

' See page 738.

^ Moultrie, !., 182. One of them was of fine blue silk, and the other of fine red silk, richly embroidered.
^ Journals, ii., 260.

* Johnson (page 189) relates that on that occasion (fifth of August, 1776) the people of Charleston,

young and old, of both sexes, assembled around Liberty Tree (see page 748) with all the military of the

city and vicinity, drums beating and flags flying. The ceremonies were opened with prayer. The Dec-
laration was then read by Major Bernard Elliot (whose lady presented the flags, mentioned on page 756),
and were closed by an eloquent address by the Reverend William Percy, of the Protestant Episcopal Church
It was a hot day, and Mr. Percy's black servant held an umbrella over his head and fanned him during

the delivering of his address. Alluding to this, a British wag wrote :

" Good Mr. Parson, it is not quite civil

To be preaching rebellion, thus fanned by the devil."

' This view is from the southwestern angle of Fort Sullivan, looking toward James's Island. That angle,

with cannons, a portion of the barracks, and the flag-.stafl^, are seen on the right. The small building toward
the left marks the center of the old Palmetto Fort. In the distance is seen Fort Sumter, and in the ex-
treme distance, close by the angle of the fort, is seen the village upon the site of old Fort Johnson.

Charleston bar, at the entrance of the harbor, is about six miles from the city. The width of the inner

harbor, at its mouth, is about a mile wide. This is guarded by Forts Moultrie, Sumter, and Johnson, and
by Castle Pinckney, a handsome work in front of the city, within the inner harbor.



758 PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK

The British Lazaretto Formation of an Army under Lincoln. Major Thomas Pinckney.

side of the island are the remains of an old causeway or bridge, extending to the main,

nearly upon the site of a bridge of boats, which was used during the battle in 1776. It

was constructed after that conflict, at the cost of Christopher Gadsden, and was called

Gadsden's Bridge. The British, Avhen they afterward possessed Charleston, used it to pass

over to their lazaretto, which they erected on Sullivan's Island. This lazaretto was upon

the site of the present Episcopal church in Moultrieville. A part of the old brick wall was
yet standing when I visited the spot in 1849.

We have already considered the demonstration made by the British at the South, in the

capture of Savannah at the close of 1778, and also the events in Georgia after the arrival

of General Lincoln as commander-in-chief of the Southern army. Lincoln reached Charles-

ai778. ^^^ 0" t^^^ fourth of December, a and proceeded immediately to re-enforce the scat-

fa Dec. 29, tered army of Howe, after the fall of Savannah. ^ On the first intimation of the

designs of the British upon the South, North Carolina raised about two thousand1778.

men, and placed them

under Generals Ashe

and Rutherford. They
did not arrive in time

to aid Howe at Savan-

nah, but helped to aug-

ment the small force of

Lincoln. These had

entered the state ; and

to the concentration of

these troops, and the

raising of South Car-

olina militia, Lincoln

bent all his energies.

He chose Major Thom-
as Pinckney' as his chief

aid, and on the twenty-

sixth of December, he

marched from Charles-

ton with about three

hundred levies of that

vicinity, and about nine

hundred and fifty levies

and militia of North

Carolina, for the Geor-

gia frontier. On the

way, they met the fly-

ing Americans from the

disastrous battle at the

capital of Georgia, and

on the third of January

Lincoln established his

head-quarters at Purys-

burg, on the north side

of the Savannah River.

He had been promised

seven thousand men ;

he had only about four-

teen hundred. He had

been promised sup-

plies, instead of which

l^ /^the new levies, and

^^^-~ the militia conscripts

who were brought to

head-quarters, were destitute of tents, camp utensils, or lead, and had very little powder, and

no field-pieces. The South Carolina militia, under Richardson, were insubordinate, and rap-

idly melted away by desertion, or became useless by actual refusal to be controled by any but

c Jan. 31 their immediate commanders. Happily, their places were supplied by the arrival

1779. of General Ashe with eleven hundred North Carolinians at the close of January.

c

^ Thomas Pinckney was born at Charleston on the twenty-third of October, 1750. His early years were
passed in England. At the close of his studies there, he returned to Charleston, and, with his brother,

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, was among the earliest and most efficient military patriots in the provincial

regiment raised there. Assured of his talents and worth, Lincoln appointed him his aid, and in that ca-

pacity he served at the siege of Savannah by the Americans and French in October, 1779. He distinguish-

ed himself in the battle at Stono Ferry. He was aid-de-camp to General Gates in the battle near Camden,
where he was wounded and made a prisoner. When sufficiently recovered, he was sent to Philadelphia.

In 1787, Major Pinckney succeeded General Moultrie as governor of South Carolina; and in 1792, was
appointed by Washington, Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of St. James. In November, 1794, he

was appointed Envoy Extraordinary' to the Spanish court, and repaired to JMadrid the following summer.
He cflected a treaty by which the free navigation of the Mississippi was secured to the United States. He
returned to Charleston in 1796. At the beginning of the war ol' 1812, President Madison appointed him
to the command of the Southern division of the army, and it was under General Pinckney that General An-
drew Jackson distinguished himself. After the war, General Pinckney retired into private life. He died

on the 2d of November, 1 8'38, aged seventy-eight years. He married the daughter of Rebecca Motte.
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Batde on Port Royal Island. Prevost's March toward Charleston. Preparations to receive him.

While Lincoln was recruiting and organizing an army near Purysburg, General Prevost

joined Campbell at Savannah, with seven hundred regular troops from St. Augustine.

Hoping to follow up Campbell's success by striking Charleston, he sent forward Major

Gardiner with two hundred men, to take post on Port Royal Island, within about sixty

miles of the capital of South Carolina. General Moultrie, with about an equal number

of Charleston militia, and two field-pieces, attacked and defeated Gardiner on the morning

of the third of February. a The British lost almost all of their officers, and several
^ ^^^^

privates were made prisoners. The loss of the Americans was trifling. Gardiner,

with the remnant of his force, escaped in boats and fled to Savannah, while Moultrie, cross-

ing to the main, pressed forward and joined Lincoln at Purysburg.

Strengthened by a party of Creeks and Cherokees, for whom a communication with Sa-

vannah was opened by the defeat of General Ashe on Brier Creek (see page 713), and in-

formed that Lincoln, with his main army, was far up the river, near Augusta, Prevost de-

termined to attempt the capture of Charleston. With about two thousand chosen troops,

and a considerable body of Loyalists and Lidians, he crossed the Savannah at Pu-
^ ^ ^.^ ^_

rysburg.b and pushed forward by the road nearest the coast, toward Charleston.

When Lincoln was informed of this movement of Prevost, he considered it a feint to

draw him from Georgia. With that view he crossed the Savannah, and for three days

marched down its southern side, directly toward the capital of that state, hoping either to

bring Prevost back or to capture Savannah. In the mean while, he detached Colonel

Harris, with three hundred of his best light troops, to re-enforce Moultrie, who was retreat-

ing before Prevost, toward Charleston. Governor Rutledge, who had gone up to Orange-

burg to embody the militia, advanced at the same time with six hundred men of that dis-

trict, and when Lincoln recrossed the Savannah in pursuit of Prevost, the interesting spec-

tacle was presented of four armies pressing toward Charleston.'

When Prevost commenced his invading march, Charleston was quite unprepared for an

attack by land. The ferries of the Ashley were not fortified, and only some weak defenses

guarded the Neck. Intelligence of the invasion aroused all the energies of the civil and

military authorities in the city, and night and day the people labored in casting up intrench-

ments across the Neck from the Ashley to the Cooper, under the general direction of the

Chevalier De Cambray, an accomplished French engineer. The Assembly, then in session,

gave Rutledge power only a little less than was conferred upon him a few months after-

ward, when he was made dictator for the time, and the utmost energy was every where dis-

played. Lieutenant-governor Bee, with the council, aided the efforts to fortify the town by

necessary legal orders. All the houses in the suburbs were burned, and within a few days

a complete line of fortifications with abalis was raised across the Neck, on which several

cannons were mounted. Colonel Marion, who commanded the garrison at Fort Moultrie,

was re-enforced, and the battery on Haddrell's Point was well manned. These arrange-

ments were efiected before the arrival of Prevost, who halted, in hesitation, for three days

at Pocataligo, on account of conflicting intelligence. This delay was fatal to his success,

for it allowed the people of Charleston time to prepare for an attack.

Lincoln's distance from Charleston with the main army, the retreat of Moultrie, and

the terror inspired by the torch of the invader, who went on plundering and burning, caused

great numbers to remain on their plantations, and to take protection from Prevost. On the

evening of the ninth of May,c he encamped on the south side of the Ashley Pviver.
^ ^„^

On that and the following day, Moultrie, Rutledge, and Harris arrived with their

respective forces. That of Moultrie had dwindled from one thousand men to about six

hundred. He immediately took command of all the Continental troops, while Pvutledge

claimed the control of the militia. This produced some confusion, but no serious misun-

derstanding.

On the morning of the eleventh of May, Prevost, with nine hundred regulars, crossed the

1 Rutledge, with the men of Orangeburg ; Moultrie pursued by Prevost; Prevost pursued by Lincoln;

and Colonel Harris with his corps of light troops.
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Prevost before Charleston. Pulaski's Attack and Defeat. Proposition for Surrender refused. Expected Attack.

Ashley and appeared before the works on Charleston Neck. He left his main army and

heavy baggage on the south side of the river, and approaching within cannon shot of the

lines, summoned the garrison to surrender. During the forenoon, Count Pulaski, who was

stationed at Haddrell's Point with his legion, crossed the Cooper River and entered the

town, and at noon he led his infantry to attack the British advanced guard. He was re-

pulsed with great loss. A large portion of his infantry were killed, wounded, or made pris-

oners. The commander himself escaped with difficulty to the American lines, under cover

of some discharjres of cannon.

•"ItT'lti I

-

Charleston in 1780.

From A drawing by Leitch.

Prevost now advanced to within a mile of the American works, when his progress was

checked by a sharp cannonade. He renewed his demand for a surrender, and the remainder

of the day was spent in the passage of flags. Aware of the approach of Lincoln, the

Americans desired procrastination, and asked time to deliberate. Prevost refused it, and

the city was filled with consternation in expectation of'an assault. The civil authorities,

trembling in view of the horrors of a cannonade, sent a proposition to Prevost to guarantee

the neutrality of South Carolina until the close of the war, and then allow it to follow the

fate of its neighbors, on condition that the royal army should withdraw. Prevost rejected

the proposition, and insisted that, as the garrison were in arms, they should surrender pris-

oners of war. To this Moultrie and the military objected, and every moment until past

midnight a cannonade was expected.' Not an eye closed in slumber, and at three o'clock

' Durinor the evening, an unfortunate accident deprived the state of the life and services of a brave officer.

Havin<T discovered a breach in the abatis, Governor Rutledge, without the knowledge of the garrison, sent

out Major Benjamin Huger* and a small party to repair it. The garrison had lighted tar barrels in front

of their lines to prevent a surprise, and by their light Huger and his men were discovered, and.believed to be

* Beniamin was one of the five patriot brothers, who were active in revolutionary scenes. He was the gentleman who first

received La Fayette on his arrival at Georgetown in 1777. His brother Isaac was a brigadier in the army under Greene ;
John

was Secretary of the State of South Carolina; Daniel was a member of the Continental Congress; and Francis K. was quarter-

master general of the Southern Department, Major Huger's son, Francis K., married a daughter of General Thomas Pinck-

ney, and was that officer's adjutant general during the war of 1812.
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Death of Huger. Withdrawal of the British Army. Battle at Stone Ferry. Retreat of the British.

in the morning, at the solicitation of the civil authorities, Moultrie sent a message to Pre-

vost, renewing the proposition of the previous day. It was rejected, and all anxiously

awaited the dawn, expecting a terrible assault. The morning broke clear and serene, but

the eyes of the sentinels upon the batteries, and of anxious watchers upon the house tops,

could perceive no traces of a beleaguing army. For a moment it appeared as if all had been

disturbed by a terrible dream, but as the sun arose, the scarlet uniforms and burnished arms

of the invaders were seen south of the Ashley. The British host was crossing to James's

Island. The mystery was soon solved. During the night, Prevost was informed that Lin-

coln, with four thousand men, was pressing on toward Charleston, and he feared that his

force, hardly sufficient to attack the town with hopes of success, would be annihilated if

placed between two fires.' He prudently withdrew, and, perceiving his pathway of ap-

proach intercepted by Lincoln, he essayed to escape back to Savannah, by way of the isl-

and.s along the coast.

Lincoln soon approached, and both armies encamped -within thirty miles of Charleston,

the Americans upon the main, and the British upon John's Island.' There they continued

for a month, Prevost fearing to move forward, and Lincoln not feeling quite strong enough

to pass over and attack him. Finally, an attempt to dislodge the British was made. They

had cast up works at Stono Ferry, and garrisoned them with eight hundred men, under Col-

onel Maitland, the brave officer who died at Savannah a few months later. These were at-

tacked on the morning of the twentieth of June by about twelve hundred of Lincoln's troops.

The contest M'as severe, and for an hour and twenty minutes the battle was waged with

skill and valor. A re-enforcement for Maitland appeared, and the Americans perceived it

to be necessary to retreat. When they fell back, the whole garrison sallied out, but the

American light troops covered the retreat so successfully, that all of the wounded patriots

were brought off The Americans lost in killed and wounded, one hundred and forty-six,

besides one hundred and fifty-five missing. Of the killed and wouruled twenty-four were

officers. The British loss was somewhat less. Three days afterward, the British evac-

uated the post at Stono Ferry, and retreated from island to island, until they reached Beau-

fort, on Port Royal. After establishing a post on Ladies' Island, between Port Royal and

St. Helena, they returned in boats to Savannah and St. Augustine.^ The heat was now

becoming intense, and Lincoln's army dispersed, with the exception of about eight hundred

men, with whom he retired to Sheldon to prepare for the opening of another campaign in

October. Thus closed, ingloriously to the invaders, the second attempt of the British to

possess themselves of the capital of South Carolina.

a party of the enemy. Immediately a fire of cannons, muskets, and rifles ran along almost the whole line,

and poor Huger and twelve of his men were slain. The folly of having two commandens was perceived,

and all military authority was immediately given to ^Moultrie. The cannonade alarmed the town, it being

lejrarded as a prelude to something- more dreadful.

' According to an imperfect estimate, the number of American troops in the city was three thousand one

hundred and eighty; the British force numbered about three thou.sand three hundred and sixty.

- This i.sland is separated from the main land by a narrow inlet, which is called Stono River. Over this,

at a narrow place, there was then (and is si ill) a ferrv, where the British cast up defensive works.

^ On their retreat across the fertile islands, on the Carolina coast, the British committed the most cruel

depredations. The people hid their treasures, but the negroes, who had been promised freedom, repaired

in great numbers to the British camp, and informed the soldiers where their master's property was con-

cealed. It is believed that in this incursion three thousand negroes were carried out of the state, many

of whom were shipped to the West Indies and sold. Hundreds died of camp fever upon Otter Island, and

for years afterward their bleaching bones strewed the ground thereon. The whole loss was more than

four thousand, valued at two hundred and eishty thousand dollars. Houses were stripped of plate, jewelry,

clothing, money, and every thing of value that could be carried away. Live-stock was wantonly slaughter-

ed, and in a few eases females were violated bv the brutal soldiery.

II. C c c
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Charleston after the Invasion. Condition of South Carolina. Arrival of a British Armament.

CHAPTER XXIX.

fell

HE season of repose enjoyed by Charleston after the invasion of Prevost

was brief When the hot summer months had passed away, both parties

commenced preparations for a vigorous autumn campaign—the British to

maintain their position and extend their conquests, if possible ; the Amer-

icans to drive the invaders from the Southern States, or, at least, to con-

fine them to the sea-ports of Savannah and St. Augustine. The fall of

Savannah was a disastrous event. It was the initial step in those strides

of power which the royal army made a few months later, when Charleston

when the patriot army of the South was crushed, and when the civil institutions of

South Carolina and Georgia, established by the Ptepublicans, were prostrated at the feet of

the conquerors.

Durino- the winter preceding the siege of Charleston, Lincoln's army had dwindled to a

handful, chiefly on account of the termination of the enlistments, and the hesitation of the

militia when called to service, because of the defeat at Savaimah and the apparent hope-

lessness of further resistance. The prison-ships at Savannah were crowded with the cap-

tives of the Georgia regiments, and the heel

of British power, planted firmly upon the

patriots of that state, made the Loyalists

bold and active. All along the Southern

frontier of South Carolina the voice of re-

bellion was subdued to a whisper, and a

fearful cloud of hostile savages, gathered by

the emissaries of the crown, frowned sullenly

and threatening upon her western borders
;

while within her bosom, bands of unprinci-

pled Tories, encouraged by others more re-

spectable but passive, were endeavoring, by

menaces and promises, to sap the foundation

of Republican strength. Such was the con-

dition of South Carolina when a British

fleet, under Admiral Arbuthnot, bearing five

thousand land troops, commanded by Sir

Henry Clinton,' appeared off^ Edisto Inlet,

within thirty miles of Charleston, toward

^ ,. ,„ the close of the winter of 1780.

a

a Feb. 10,

1780. They came to subjugate the whole

South, the chief feature in the programme of operations for that year.

The Assembly of South Carolina was in session when the enemy appeared. Governor

Rutledge was immediately clothed with the powers of supreme dictator, and with judgment

Sir Henry Clinton.
From an English Print.

' Henry Clinton, K. B., was a son of George Clinton, governor of New York in 1743, and grandson of

the Earl of Lincoln. He served in the Briti.sh army on the Continent, during the Seven Years' War, and

came to America with General Howe in the spring of 177-5, bearing the commission of a major general.

He was distinguished at the battle of Bunker Hill ; commanded in New York, and operated against the

forts among the Hudson Highlands in 1777; and in 1778, succeeded Sir William Howe in the supreme

command.
"

After he evacuated Philadelphia, he went to New York, where he continued his head-quarters

until he left the country, in 1782. He was appointed governor of Gibraltar in 1795, and died there on the

twenty-second of December, the same year. His signature is printed on page 350.
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and vigor he exercised them for the defense of the capital. Yet he did not accoinpli:^h

much, for the militia were tardy in oheying his call to hasten to the city. If Clinton had

marched directly upon Charleston when he landed his troops upon John's Island, he might

have conquered it within a week after his debarkation.' More cautious than wise, he form-

ed a depot at Wappoo, on James's Island, and tarried more than a month in preparations for

a siege.

General Lincoln was in Charleston with about fourteen hundred troops, a large portion

of them North Carolina levies, whose term of service was almost expired. The finances

of the state were in a wretched condition. The paper money was so rapidly diminishing,

that it required seven hundred dollars to purchase a pair of shoes ; and in every department,

civil and military, the patriots were exceedingly weak. Lincoln's first impulse was to evac-

uate the city, retire to the upper country, collect a sufficient army, and then return and

drive the invaders from it. The tardy plans of Clinton changed Lincoln's views. Hoping

for re-enforcements, then daily expected, and also

aid from the Spanish West Indies,'' he resolved

to maintain a siege. His first care was to

strengthen the works upon Charleston Nock,

cast up the previous year when Prevost men-

aced the town. Rutledge ordered three hund-

red negroes to be brought from the neighboring

plantations to work upon the fortifications, and

within a few days cannons and mortars were

mounted ; a trench, filled with water, stretched

across the Neck from the Ashley to the Cooper,

and two rows of abatis protected the whole.

Fort Moultrie, the redoubts at Haddrell's

Point and Hobcaw, the works at South Bay,

Hospital Point, and all along the city front, Avere

strengthened and manned.' Charles Cotes-

worth Pinckney* was placed in command of the

garrison at Fort Moultrie. Captain Daniel

Horry was sent to Ashley Ferry to watch the

approach of the enemy, and General Moultrie

went southward to gather the militia, direct the

movements jf the cavalry, and annoy the enemy on his approach.

ih^^^^

' On the voyage from New York, one vessel, carrying heavy ordnance for the siege, foundered and was

lost, and nearly all the horses belonging to the artillery and cavalry perished at .sea. Immediately after

landing, Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton was ordered to obtain a fresh supply of horses. This service he soon

performed, by seizing all that fell in his way on the plantations upon the islands and the main, some of

which were paid for, and Some were not. I'he Whigs were not considered entitled to any pay. Having

mounted his cavalry, Tarleton joined a body of one thousand men, under General Patterson, whom Clinton

had ordered from Savannah to re-enforce him.
" Spain was now at war with Great Britain, and willingly became a party in our quarrel, with the hope,

like France, of crippling English power. When the approach of the British fleet was made known, Lin-

coln dispatched a messenoer to Havana to solicit material aid from the Spanish governor. Direct assist-

ance was refused, but the Spaniards indirectly aided the Americans. When Clinton was preparing to

march upon Charleston, Don Bernardo de Galvez sailed from New Orleans to reduce Fort Charlotte, an

English post at Mobile. It .surrendered to the Spaniards on the fourteenth of March, 1781, and on the

ninth of May, Pensacola also bowed to Spanish domination. These successes placed the two Floridas in

possession of the Spaniards, except the strong fortress of St. Auj^ustine.

^ The lines of intrenchments were on the ridge of land whereon St. Paul's Church, the Orphan House,

the "Citadel" (a part of the old works), and the Presbyterian church now stand.

^ Charles Cotesworth Pinckney was born in Charleston on the twenty-fifth of February, 1746. At the

age of seven years, he was taken to England with his brother, Thoma.s, by their fiither (Chief-iustice Pinck-

ney), where he was educated, and also studied law. In 1769 he returned to Charleston, after visiting the

Continent. In England he took part against the Stamp Act with its opposers there, and, on reaching his
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Whipple's Flotilla. Passage of the Ashley by the British. British Fleet in the Harbor. Advance of Clinton

The little flotilla of Commodore Whipple, then in the harbor, was ordered to oppose the

passage of the British fleet over the bar, but his vessels were small and thinly manned, and

little reliance was placed upon them. The inhabitants viewed the gathering dangers with

increasing alarm. Knowing the weakness of Lincoln's army, and desirous of saving it, as

their only hope for the future, the citizens advised an evacuation before it should be too

late. Lincoln, hourly expecting re-enforcements, was hopeful, and expressing a belief that

he might maintain a siege, or leave at a future time, if necessary, he resolved to remain,

at the same time taking measures for keeping open a communication with the country

toward the Santee.

On the twenty-eighth of March the royal army crossed the Stono, marched to the Ashley,

at Old Town (the site of ancient Charleston), and there crossed that stream toward evening.

They had strengthened Fort Johnson, cast up intrenchments along the Ashley to confront

those of the Americans upon the opposite shore, and galleys were in motion to enter the

harbor and anchor in the Ashley. The army moved slowly down the Neck, and on Sun-

day morning, the first of April, broke ground within eleven hundred yards of the American

works, then defended by about eighty cannons and mortars. They were annoyed all the

way by a party of light horsemen under Lieutenant-colonel John Laurens, and lost between

twenty and thirty men in the skirmishes.

Admiral Arhuthnot entered the harbor on the twentieth of March with his smaller ves-

sels and transports, drove Whipple with his little fleet from Five Fathom Hole, and while

exposed to an enfilading fire from Fort Moultrie,' sailed near to James's Island and an-

chored under the guns of Fort Johnson, M'ilhin cannon shot of the town. Pinckney hoped

that Whipple would retard the British vessels, and allow him to batter them, as Moultrie

did four years before ; but the commodore, with prudent caution, retreated to the mouth of

the Cooper River, and sunk most of his own and some merchant vessels between the town

and Shute's Folly (marked boom on the opposite map), and thus formed an efiectnal bar

to the passage of British vessels up the channel to rake the American works upon the

Neck. Clinton advanced to Hamstead Hill on the fifth, a and in the face of a

,
April, 1-80.

^YiSir\) fire, erected a battery and mounted twelve cannons upon it. He and

Arbuthnot now demanded an immediate surrender of the town and garrison. Brigadier

Woodford had just arrived with seven hundred Virginians, and reported others on their way.

The citizens urged Lincoln to maintain a siege, for rumors had come that large numbers

were pressing forward from the North to the relief of the city. Thus strengthened by

fresh troops' and public opinion, Lincoln a-ssured the besiegers that he should continue his

defense until the last extremity. Forty-eight hours elapsed, when Clinton opened his bat-

native country, he eagerly esponseil the cause of the patriots. He commenced the practice of law in 1770,

and soon became eminent. When a regiment was formed in Charleston in 1775, of which Gadsden was

colonel, Pinckney was appointed a captain, and was at Newbern for a while on reciuitinff service. He was

active in the defense of Charleston in 1776. In 1778, he accompanied General Howe in his expedition to

Florida. He assisted in the repulse of Prevost in 1779. and in the defense of Charleston in 1780. When

the city fell, he became a prisoner, and suflered much from sickness and cruel treatment. He was ex-

chanired in February, 1782, when the war was almost ended. He was soon afterward raised to the brevet

rankof brigadier. On the return of peace, he resumed the practice of his profession. He was a member

of the convention which formed the Constitution of the United States. Washington offered him a seat in

his cabinet, which he declined, and in 1796 he accepted the appointment of minister to the French Repub-

lic. There he had a delicate duty to perforin, and while in the midst of personal peril in the French cap-

ital he uttered that noble sentiment, '" Millions for defense^ not one cent for tribute." In 1797, IMr. Pinck-

ney was appointed the second major general in the army under Washington, and for many years he was

an active politician. For about twenty-ttve years he lived in elegant retirement, in the enjoyment of books

and the pleasures of domestic happiness. He died on the sixteenth of August, 1825, in the eightieth year

of his age.
1 In this pas.sage the British lost twenty-seven seamen killed, and a transport which ran aground and

was burned bv its crew.
* Woodford had marched five hundred miles withm twenty-eight days. On the day of his arrival the

terms of enlistment of about seven hundred North Carolinians expired, and they all went home at an hour

when they were most needed.
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Attack upon Charleston Surprise of Iluger. Arrival of Cornwallis. Proposed Surrender rejected.

teries upon the town and fortifications, and a terrible cannonade from both parties was kept

up from that time until the twentieth.

When the British were about to open their batteries, Governor Rutledge, leaving the

civil power in

the hands of

his lieutenant

Gadsden, went

into the coun-

try, between

the Cooper and

Santee Riv-

ers, to arouse

the militia and

keep a commu-
nication open

with the town

in that direc-

tion. Lincoln

sent his caval-

ry (about three

hundred men),

with General

Isaac Iluger

in command,
to watch the

country in the

vicinity of the head waters of the Cooper River. Led through the woods by a negro,

Tarleton, with his legion cavalry, fell upon Huger at Biggin Bridge, near Monk's Coiner,

at dawn on the fourteenth of April, and scattered his troops, who were unsuspicious of dan-

ger. Twenty-five Americans were killed ;
the remainder fled to the swamps. Tarleton

secured almost three hundred horses, and then scouring the country between the Cooper

and Wando, returned in triumph to the British camp.

Four days after the surprise of Huger,^ Cornwallis arrived at Charleston with a Apriiis,

three thousand troops from New York. Thus strengthened, Clinton enlarged the ^"^^•

area of his opeiations. Detachments were sent into the country, and drove the xlmericans

back. Governor Rutledge was compelled to flee higher up the Santee ; Haddrell's Point

was taken possession of and fortified ; supplies from the surrounding country were cut off,

and every avenue for escape seemed closed. Lincoln called a council of war,*'

and an attempted retreat to the open country was proposed. The inhabitants

objected, because they feared the invading army was too exasperated by the obstinate de-

fense already made, to spare them in person and property. With rapine and pillage be-

fore them, they im.plored Lincoln to remain. Terms of capitulation, which allowed the

army to withdraw to the interior, and the property of the citizens to be undisturbed, were

agreed upon and proposed to Clinton. Clinton would not acquiesce, and the terrible work

of siege went on. The Americans made but one sortie, and that did not seriously damage

the British or impede their progress,^ and on the sixth of May'' the besiegers completed

* At daybreak on the twenty-fourth of April, a party under Lieutenant-colonel Henderson made a sortie,

surprised a British picket, and with the bayonet killed about twenty of them. Twelve were made pris-

oners. Captain Moultrie, a brother of the general, was killed, and two other Americans were wounded.

* This day was marked by disasters to the Americans. On that morning, Colonel Anthony Walton

White, of New Jersey, with the collected remnant of Huper's cavalry, had crossed the Santee and captured

a small party of British. While waitinc at Lanneau"s Ferry for boats to recross the river with his pris-

oners, a Tory informed Cornwallis of his situation. Tarleton was detached with a party of horse to sur-

prise White, and was successful. A general rout of the Americans ensued. About thirty of them were
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Continuance of the Siege. Perils in the City

their third parallel, and in the face of a heavy fire raised redoubts nearer and nearer the

American lines.'

Now fully prepared to storm the town by sea and land, Clinton and Arbuthnot again

demanded a surrender. The situation of the Americans was deplorable. The garrison

consisted of less than three thousand men, a large portion of them raw militia
;

provisions

of all kinds were becoming scarce, and the Loyalists in the city were fomenting disaffection

among the distressed inhabitants. The engineers asserted that the lines could not be de^

fended ten days longer, and that they might be carried by assault in ten minutes. Bombs

and carcasses were falling in every part of the city with destructive effect, killing women

and children, and setting houses on fire ; and the town militia, in utter despair, had thrown

down their arms. Further resistance seemed foolish and inhuman, for success was hardly

possible, and lives and property were hourly sacrificed. The citizens, appalled by the de-

structive agencies at work around them, worn out by want of sleep and anxiety, and cov-

eting any condition other than the one they were enduring, now expressed their willing-

ness to treat for a surrender. A flag was sent out, and Clinton's ultimatum was received.'

He demanded the surrender of the garrison and the citizens as prisoners of war, with all the

forts and other works, and their appliances, together with the shipping that remained in the

harbor. He would promise nothing except that the town property of those within the lines

should remain uimiolested, and that all prisoners should be paroled. A truce until the next

9 '^^y'' ^'^^ asked by the besieged, and was allowed, when Lincoln again refused

i'^yo- compliance with Clinton's demands. At eight o'clock in the evening the firing com-

menced again. It was a fearful night in Charleston. The thunder of two hundred can-

nons shook the city like the power of an earthquake, and the moon, then near its full, with

the bright stars, were hidden by the lurid smoke. Shells were seen coursing in all direc-

tions, some bursting in mid air, others falling upon houses and in the streets, and in five dif

ferent places the flames of burning buildings simultaneously shot up from the depths of the

city. " It appeared," says Moultrie, alluding to the bomb-shells, " as if the stars were tum-

bling down. The fire was incessant almost the whole night ; cannon-balls whizzing and

shells hissing continually among us ; ammunition chests and temporary magazines blowing

up
;

great guns bursting, and wounded men groaning along the lines ; it was a dreadful

night I" The cannonade was continued all the next

day and part of the night, and many Americans were

killed by the passage of balls through the embrasures

of their batteries. Sand-bags were freely used for pro-

tection, but these were swept away, until at several

points the besieged were obliged to abandon their works

and withdraw. Arbuthnot now prepared to bombard

the town from the water, and the batteries at Fort

Johnson and at Wappoo hurled round shot into the

streets.^

\ At two o'clock on the morning of the elev-
) /-, 11 1 '' ^lay, 1780,

• enth,b Lieutenant-governor U-adsden, the

council, and many leading citizens, requested Lincoln

to signify his agreement to Clinton's proposed terms of

Makriott Arbuthnot.
' surrender, if better could not be obtained. A signal

killed, wounded, or captured, and the prisoners were retaken. Lieutenant-colonel Washington, with Major

Jamieson and a few privates, escaped by swimming the Santee. Major Call and seven others fought their

way throuijh the British cavalry, and escaped. At noon on the same day, the British flag was seen waving

over Fort Moultrie, the little garrison, under Lieutenant-colonel Scott, having been obliged to surrender to

Captain Charles Hudson, of the British Navy.
' Clinton's nearest battery in making this approach was on the lot in Mary Street, formerly used as the

lower rail-way depot, and long known, according to Johnson, as the Fresh-water Pond. This redoubt

wa.s several times demolished by the American cannons, and rebuilt during the siege.—Johnson's Tradi-

tions, &c., 248. ^ One of these shots demolished an arm of Pitt's statue, as mentioned on page 748.
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Cessation of HostiUUea. Capitulation and Surrender. Cruel Proclamation. The French Fleet

was given, the firing ceased, and before dawn all the guns were quiet. Articles of capit-

ulation were agreed to, and signed by the respective commanders, and by Christopher Gads-

den in behalf of the citizens.' Between eleven and twelve o'clock on the twelfth of May,

the Continental troops marched out with the Turk's march, and laid down their arms, after

a gallant and desperate defense of about forty days. General Leslie immediately marched

in and took possession of the town.

Great skill and courage were brought to bear upon the patriots during the siege, and

never was a defense more obstinate and heroic, and yet it was not a bloody one. The loss

on both sides in killed and wounded was nearly equal ;
that of the Americans, exclusive

of the inhabitants of the town not bearing arms, was ninety-two killed, and one hundred

and forty-eight wounded. The British lost seventy-si.v killed, and one hundred and eighty

nine wounded. The number of prisoners, including the inhabitants of the town, was be-

tween five and six thousand. About four hundred cannons were a part of the spoils of vic-

tory. Thirty houses were destroyed during the siege.''

The fall of Charleston, and loss of Lincoln's army, paralyzed the Republican strength at

the South, and the British commanders confidently believed that the finishing-stroke of the

war had been given. Lincoln sufiered the infliction of unsparing censure, because he al-

lowed himself to be thus shut up in a town ; but had he repulsed the enemy, or the siege

been raised, as at one time contemplated, = the skill and wisdom of his course would have

exceeded all praise.

Sir Henry Clinton now proceeded to re-establish the civil power of Great Britain in South

Carolina. In proclamations, he made many promises of benefits to the obedient, and men-

aced the refractory with the miseries of confiscation of property and personal punishments.

Finally, he offered pardon^ to all who should submit and crave it, and promised
, j^^^^^ j_

political franchises such as the people had never enjoyed. Lured by these prom- '"i^O-

ises, the timid and lukewarm flocked to Charleston, took protection, and many entered the

military service of the king. Two hundred and ten influential citizens in Charleston agreed

to an address of congratulation on the restoration of order and the ancient bond of union

between the province and Great Britain. This movement, with the hasty retreat north-

ward of troops marching to the relief of Charleston, and the destruction of Buford's com-

mand (see page 664) on the Waxhaw, almost efiliced every lineament of resistance in the

South. As we have seen, garrison's were posted in the interior, and the voice of rebellion

was hushed.

Clinton and Arbuthnot sailed for New York on the fifth of June, leaving Cornw^allis in

chief cozmnand of the British troops at the South. Before his departure, Clinton issued a

proclamation, declaring all persons not in the military service, who were made prisoners at

Charleston, released from their paroles, provided they returned to their allegiance as subjects

of Great Britain. So far, well ; but not the sequel. All persons refusing to comply with

this requisition were declared to be enemies and rebels, and tcere to be treated accordingly.

1 The terms of the capitulation were partly honorable and partly humiliating. The town, fortifications

and shipping, artillery and stores, were to be "given up ; the Continental troops and sailors were to be con-

ducted to some place to be ajrreed upon, there to remain prisoners of war until exchanged
;
the militia to

be permitted to return home,1is prisoners of war, on parole, and to be secured from molestation as long as

they did not violate these paroles ; the arms and baggage of the officers and their servants were to be re-

tained by them ; the garrison were to march out, and lay down their arms between the works and the

canal (at 1, on the map, pace 765), the drums not to beat a British march, nor the colors to be uncased ; the

French consul, and French and Spanish residents should be unmolested, but considered prisoners of war

;

and that a vessel should convey a messenger to New York, that he might carry dispatches to General

Washington. ^ Gordon, Ramsay, Moultrie, Marshall, Stedman, Lee, Tarleton.

3 Dumig the siege, Arbuthnot was informed that Admiral De Ternay was approaching with a French

fleet, direc" from Newport, to aid Lincoln ; and on the very day when terms of surrender were agreed upon,

the fear of being blockaded in the harbor of Charleston made Arbuthnot resolve to put to sea immediately.

Ternay was certified of the surrender of Lincoln while on his way, by the capture of a pilot-boat, bearing

Clinton's dispatches to Knyphausen, then in command at New York. These dispatches informed Knyp-

hausen of the fall of Charleston. Had Lincoln held out another day, his army might have been saved, but

he was not aware of the approach of Ternay.
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Effect of Clinton's Proclamation. Patriots sent to St. Augustine. Sufferings at Haddrell's Point. Approach of Gates.

And more ; they were required to enroll themselves as militia under the king's standard.

This flagrant violation of the terms of capitulation aroused a spirit of indignant defiance,

which proved a powerful lever in overturning the royal power in the South. Many con-

.sidered themselves released from all the obligations of their paroles, and immediately armed

themselves in defense of their homes and country, while others refused to exchange then-

paroles for any new conditions. Tlie silent influence of eminent citizens who took this

course was now perceived by Cornwallis, and, in further violation of the conditions of capit-

,^^,27 ulation, he sent many leading men of Charleston as close prisoners to St. Augus-

mo~ '

tine,a' while a large number of the Continental soldiers were cast into the loath-

some prison-ships, and other vessels in the harbor. There they suffered all the horrors of

confined air, bad food,, filth, and disease. It was to these that the mother of President

Jackson came, as an angel of mercy, with materials of alleviation for the sufferers. But

the camp and typhoid fevers, and dysentery, swept otT hundreds before the cruel hand of

the oppressor relinquished its grasp. Maddened by torture, and almost heart-broken on ac-

count of the sufferings of their families, more than five hundred of the soldiers who capit-

ulated at Charleston agreed to enroll themselves as royal militia, as the least of two present

evils, and were sent to do service in the British army in Jamaica. Of nineteen hundred

prisoners surrendered at Charleston, and several hundreds more taken at Camden and Fish-

ing Creek, only seven hundred and forty were restored to the service of their country.'

A brief lull in the storm of party strife and warring legions in South Carolina succeeded

the blow which smote down Republicanism ; but when the trumpet-blasts of the conqueror

of Burgoyne were heard upon the Roanoke, and the brave hearts of Virginia and North Car-

olina were gathering around the standard of Gates, the patriots of the South lifted up their

heads, and m;iny of them, like Samson rising in strenglii, broke the feeble cords of " paroles"

and "protections," and smote the Philistines uf iliu ciuwn with mighty energy. Sumter

sounded the bugle among the hills on the Catawba and Broad Rivers ;
Marion's shrill

whistle rang amid the swamps on the Pedee ; and Pickens and Clarke called forth the

brave sons of liberty upon the banks of the Saluda, the Savannah, the Ogeechee, and the

' Lieutenant-ffovernor Gadsden and seventy-seven otlier public and influential men were taken from their

beds by armed parties, before dawn on the niorninn; of the twenty-seventh of August, hurried on board the

Sandwich prison-ship, without being allowed to bid adieu to their families, and were conveyed to St. Au-

gustine. The pretense for this measure, by which the British authorities attempted to justify it, was the

false accusation that these men were concerting a scheme for burning the town and massacring the loyal

inhabitants ! Nobody believed the tale, and the act was made more flagrant by this wicked cakminy.

Arrived at St. Au>zu.stine, the prisoners were offered paroles to enjoy hhcrty wiihin the precincts of the

town. Gadsden, the sturdy patriot, refused acquiescence, for he disdained maidng further terms \\ ith a

power that did not regard the sanctity of a solemn featy. He M'as determined nut to be deceived a >ccond

time. "Had the British commanders," he said, "regarded the terms of capitulation at Charleston, I

might now, although a prisoner, enjoy the smiles and consolations of my family under my own root
;
but

even without a shadow of accusation preferred against me, for any act inconsistent with my plighted laith,

I am torn from them, and here, in a distant land, invited to enter into new engagements. I will give no

parole." " Think better of it," said Governor Tonyn, who was in command ;
" a second refusal of it will

fix your destiny—a dungeon will be your future habitation." " Prepare it, then," replied the inflexible

patriot. " I will give no parole, so help me God !" And the petty tyrant did " prepare it ;" and for forty-

two weeks that patriot of almost threescore years of age, never saw the light of the blessed sun, but lay

incarcerated in the dungeon of the Castle of St. Augustine. All the other prisoners accepted paroles, but

they were exposed to indignities more harrow-ing to the sensitive soul than close confinement. When, in

June, 1781, they were exchanged, they were not allowed to even touch at Charleston, but were sent to

Philadelphia, whither their families had been expelled when the prisoners were taken to the Sandwich.

More than a thousand persons were thus exiled, and husbands and wives, fathers and children, first met in

a distant state, after a separation of ten months.

The Continental prisoners kept at Haddrell's Point suflered terribly. Many of them had been nurtured

in affluence ; now^, far from friends and destitute of hard money, they were reduced to the greatest straits.

During thirteen months" captivity, they received no more than nine days' pay. They were not allowed to

fish fo" their support, but were obliged to perform the most menial services. Cornwallis finally ordered

Balfour, the commandant of Charleslon, to send them to one of the West India islands. The general ex-

changeof prisoners which .soon afterward took place alone prevented the execution of this cruel order.

* Gordon, iii., 226.
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Marion at Charleston.
"

Formation of his Brigade. His first Expeditions.

Alatamaha. The noble deeds of these partisans ; the efTorts and defeat of Gates ; the suc-

cesses of Greene and Morgan ; and the brilliant achievements of " Legion Harry Lee," the

strong right arm of the Southern army in the campaigns of 1781, we have considered in

former chapters. Let us here, from this commanding point of view, note those daring ex-

ploits of Marion and his men not already considered, and also of their brave compatriots in

their warfare in the vicinity of the sea-coast.

Marion was elected a captain in Moultrie's second South Carolina regiment, and, with

his friend Peter Horry, received his commission on the twentieth of June, 1775. These

young officers, in new uniforms and helmet-shaped leather caps, decorated with silver cres-

cents inscribed " Liberty or Death I" went out immediately upon the recruiting service on

the Black Pviver and the Pedee, and every where excited the enthusiasm of the people.

Brave young patriots flocked around them, and in Fort Sullivan, when its cannons shatter-

ed the fleet of Sir Peter Parker in 1776, these stout hearts and hands received their first

practical lessons in defensive warfare. Already, as we have seen (page 751), they had been

efficient in capturing Fort Johnson, on James's Island, ^ but here they participated
a sept. 14,

in the severer duties of vigorous conflict.
^'^^

Fortunately for the Pvepublican cause, an accident' prevented Marion being among the

prisoners when Charleston fell, and he was yet at liberty, having no parole to violate, to

arouse his countrymen to make further efforts against the invaders. While yet unable to

be active, he took refuge in the swamps upon the Black River, while Governor Pvutledge,

Colonel Horry, and others, who had escaped the disasters at Charleston, were in North Car-

olina arousing the people of that state to meet the danger which stood menacing upon its

southern border. Marion's military genius and great bravery were known to friends and

foes, and while the latter sought to entrap him, the former held over him the shield of their

vigilance. " In the moment of alarm he was sped from house to house, from tree to thicket,

from the thicket to the swamp. "^ As soon as he was able, he collected a few friends and

started for North Carolina to join the Baron De Kalb, then marching southward with a

small Continental army. On the way, he was joined by his old friend Horry and a few

of his neighbors, and these formed the "ragged regiment" who appeared before General

Gates, the successor of De Kalb, mentioned on page 685. It was while in the camp of

Gates that Governor Pvutledge, who also was there, commissioned Marion a brigadier, and he

sped to the district of Williamsburg, between the Santee and Pedee, to lead its rising patriots

to the field of active military duties. They had accepted the protection of British power

after Charleston was siirreiulered, in common with their subdued brethren of the low coun-

try ; but when Clinton's proclamation was promulgated, making active service for the crown

or the penalty for rebellion an alternative, they eagerly chose the latter, and lifted the strong

arm of resistance to tyranny. They called Marion to be their leader, and of these men he

formed his efficient brigade, the terror of British scouts and outposts. Near the mouth of

Lynch's Creek he assumed the command, and among the interminable swamps upon Snow's

Island, near the junction of that stream with the Great Pedee, he made his chief rendez-

vous during a greater portion of his independent partisan warfare.

Marion's first expedition after taking command was against a large body of Tories, under

Major Gainey, an active British officer, who were encamped upon Britten's Neck, between

the Great and Little Pedee. He dispersed the whole party without losing a man.lJ
t August,

Flushed with victory, Marion was again in motion within twenty-four hours. In- I'^O-

formed that Captain Barfield and some Tories were encamped a iev! miles distant, he sped

thither, fell upon and scattered them to the winds. These two victories inspired his fol-

' At the besrinning of the siege, Marion was at a house in Tradd Street, and the host, determined that all

of his guests should drink his wine freely, locked the door to prevent their departure. Marion would not

submit to this act of social tyranny, and leaped from a second story window to the ground. His ankle was

broken, and before the communication with the country toward the Santee was closed he was carried to

his residence, in St. John's parish, on a litter. He was yet confined by the accident when the capitulation

was signed. See Simm's i'yf o/"j)/a)'/o>i, page 96. Simms.
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Marion and WemysB. Retreat of the latter. Defeat of Colonel Tyne'f Skirmish near Georgetown

lowers with the greatest confidence in their commander and reliance upon themselves.

These sentiments, acted upon with faithfulness, formed a prime element of that success which
distinguished Marion's brigade.

Marion now sent Colonel Peter Horry, with a part of his brigade, to scour the country

between the Santee and Pedee, while with the remainder of his command he proceeded to

attack the British post near Nelson's Ferry, an ev^ent which we have considered on page
705. Striking his blows in quick succession, and at remote points, Marion excited the

alarm of the British commander-in-chief, and he ordered Tarleton to endeavor to entrap and
crush the " Swamp Fox." Colonel Wemyss, whom Sumter afterward defeated on the

Broad Pwiver, was first sent after him with a strong force. With untiring industry he fol-

lowed Marion in the direction of the Black Pviver, and often fell upon his trail. But the

wary patriot never suffered himself to be surprised, nor allowed his men to figlit when al-

most certain destruction appeared inevitable. Wemyss was too strong for Marion, so the

latter fled before him, and with sixty trusty followers he thridded his way through intermin-

able swamps and across deep streams into North Carolina. It was a grievous necessity,

for it left Williamsburg District, the hot-bed of rebellion, exposed to the fury of the pursuers,

a August 30,
Marion first halted on Drowning Creek ;a then pushing further on, he encamped

1780. near Lake Waccamaw, whence he sent back scouts to procure intelligence. Soon
he was swiftly retracing his steps, for Wemyss had relinquished pursuit, and had retired to

Ceorgetown, leaving the sad marks of his desolating march over a space of seventy miles in

length and fifteen in breadth. The injured inhabitants hailed Marion's return with joy,

and his little army, seldom exceeding sixty men, soon had the appearance of a brigade.

They were desperate men. Cruel wrongs gave strength to their arms, fleetness to their feet,

power to their wills, and with joy they followed Marion toward the Black Mingo, fifteen

miles below Georgetown, where a body of Tories were encamped. They fell upon them,

in two divisions, at midnight. An obstinate resistance was made, but the patriots were vic-

torious. Marion lost but one man killed ; the enemy were almost annihilated. This vic-

tory dispirited the Tories throughout the low country, and for some time Marion's brigade

enjoyed needful repose upon the banks of the Santee, except during a brief period when
Tarleton, who succeeded Wemyss in attempts to smite Marion, came in pursuit. He scoured

the country southward from Camden, between the Santee and the Black Rivers, in search of

the partisan, and, like Wemyss, spread desolation in his path. Tarleton exerted his utmost

skill and energy, but could never overtake the vigilant Marion. Sometimes he would be

within a few miles of him, and feel sure of securing him before to-morrow's sun, when at the

same moment Marion would be watching the movements of the Briton from some dark nook

of a morass, and at midnight would strike his rear or flank with a keen and terrible blow.

In October, Marion proceeded toward Lynch's Creek to chastise Harrison, the lieutenant

of Wemyss, who was encamped there with a considerable body of Tories. On his way
toward Williamsburg, he fell upon Colonel Tyne, who, with two hundred Tories, was en-

camped at Tarcote Swamp, on the forks of Black River, in fancied security. It was mid-

b Oct. 25, ^^'o^t when he struck the blow.^J While some slept, others were eating and drink-

1780. ing ; a few were playing cards ; but none were watching. The surprise was com-
plete. Some were slain, twenty-three were made prisoners, but a large portion escaped to

Tarcote Swamp, from which some soon appeared and joined the ranks of the victor, upon
the High Hills of the Santee, where he encamped a short time after the action. Marion
did not lose a man.

Informed that Harrison had moved from Lynch's Creek, Marion collected some new re-

cruits, and with his bold followers pushed forward to assail the British post at Georgetown,

where only he could procure what he now most needed, namely, salt, clothing, and powder.

He knew a surprise would be difficult, and an open assault dangerous. He chose the former

method, but when he approached, the garrison was on the alert. A severe skirmish ensued

within a short distance of the town, and Marion, discomfited, retired to Snow's Island, where

he fixed his camp and secured it by such works of art as the absence of natural defenses
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required. In this skirmish, Gabriel Marion, a nephew of the general, was made a prisoner,

and murdered on the spot. After that, " No quarter for Tories !" was the battle cry of

Marion's men.

From Snow's Island' Marion sent out his scouts in every direction, and there he planned

some of his boldest expeditions. Re-enforcements came, and at the close of 1780, Marion

felt strong enough to confront any British detachment then abroad from head-quarters.

While Greene's army was approaching the Pedee early in 1781, Marion was very active

abroad from his camp, at which he always left a sufficient garrison for its defense. Here

and there he was smiting detachments of the British army ;
and when Lee, who had been

sent by Greene to join him with a part of his legion, sought for Marion, it was with great

difficulty that he could be found, for his rapid marches were in the midst of vast swamps.

As soon as the junction was consummated, =1 these brave partisans planned an expe-
^ ^p^.^ ^^

dition against the British post at Georgetown, then garrisoned by two hundred men. i~8i.

Although the British works were strong, and our partisans had no cannons, they felt con-

fident of the success of their plan, which was to attack the town and fortifications at two

separate points. One division went down the Pedee in boats, the other proceeded cautiously

by land. The attack M'as made at midnight, but nothing was effected beyond the capture

of Campbell (the commandant) and a few privates, and slaying some stragglers from the

garrison, who could not escape to the stockade. Yet the enterprise was not fruitless of good

to the patriot cause. The audacity of the attempt had a powerful effect upon the minds

of the British officers at the South, and the contemplated movement of a large portion of

their forces from the sea-board to the interior, was abandoned. Thus was begun a series

of movements to keejj Cornwallis from Virginia until a sufficient force could be collected in

Carolina to oppose him, which was the object of earnest efforts on the part of Greene.

After resting a few hours, Marion and Lee moved rapidly up the north bank of the San-

tee, toward Nelson's Ferry, to surprise Colonel Watson, who had taken post there. That

officer, informed of his approach, placed a small garrison in Fort Watson, five miles above,

and with the remainder of his force hastened on toward Camden. At this time Greene

was commencing his famous retreat, and summoned Huger and his troops at Cheraw, and

Lee with his whole legion, to meet him at Guilford. The events which ensued in thai

quarter have been detailed in preceding chapters.^

The departure of Lee, with his legion, greatly weakened Marion's force. Yet he was

' This island is at the confluence of Lynch's Creek and the Pedee. It is chiefly high river swamp,

dry, and covered with a heavy forest filled with game. The lower portions are cane-brakes, and a few

spots are now devoted to the cultivation of Indian corn. Here was thfe scene of the interview between

Marion and a young British officer from Georgetown, so well remembered by tradition, and so well delin-

eated by the pen of Simms and the pencil of White. The officer who came to treat respecting prisoners

was led blind-folded to the camp of Marion. There he first saw the diminutive form of the great partisan

leader, and around him in groups were his followers, lounging beneath magnificent trees draped with moss.

When their biisine.ss was concluded, Marion invited the young Briton to dine with him. He remained, and

to his utter astonishment he saw some roasted potatoes brought forward on a piece of bark, of which the

general partook freely, and invited his guest to do the same. " Surely, general," said the ofificer, " this can

not be your ordinary' fare !" " Indeed it is," replied Marion, "and we are fortunate, on this occasion, en-

tertaining company, to have more than our usual allowance." It is related that the young officer gave up

his commission on his return, declaring that such a people could not be, and ought nut to be subdued.

2 At about this time, Colonel Harden, a gentleman of Beaufort, who, with a large number of the Whigs

of his district, had taken refuge in Williamsburg, marched with seventy of the most resolute of his comrades

to visit their homes. A few others from Georgia, under Colonel Baker, accompanied them, and in the face

of the foe, then in possession of the country upon the Lower Santee and Edisto, they ravaged the region

from Monk's Corner to the Savannah River. Like Marion, Harden made rapid and excentric marches,

and always baffled pursuit. He crossed and recrossed the Savannah as often as circumstances required,

and soon his force amounted to two hundred men. The name of Harden became as terrible to the Tories

of Beaufort. Barnwell, and Colleton, as that of Marion beyond the Santee. He had several skirmishes

with British detachments, and finally, on the twelfth of April, 1781, he surprised and captured a redoubt

and garrison called Fort Balfour, at ancient Pocataligo, below the Combahee. Having awed the Tories

in that section of the state. Colonel Harden and his detachment joined the forces under General Pickens,

higher up on the Savannah
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not less active than before, and his enterprises were generally more important and success-

ful. He sent out small detachments to beat up Tory camps and recruiting stations, where-

ever they might be found. His subordinates caught his spirit and imitated his example,

and were gerrerally successful. The brothers Captain and Major Postelle greatly annoy-

ed the British and Tories beyond the Santee, in the direction of Charleston, early in 1781.

Like Marion, his subordinates never lingered upon the arena of victory to be surprised, but,

when a blow was struck, they hastened away to other fields of conflict. The great partisan

never encumbered himself with prisoners—he always paroled them.

Toward the last of January,a we find the blacksmiths of Kingstree forging saws into

'^'^^'
rough broadswords for a corps of cavalry which Marion placed in command of Col-

onel Peter Horry. In February, Horry is observed eastward of the Pedee battling with

Tories and British regulars. Soon afterward he is engaged in a bloody conflict of eight

hours, near Georgetown, slaying almost one half of his adversaries, and winning the victory.

Every where the name of Marion was feared, and the presence of his men was dreaded by

the opponents of the patriot cause.

In the spring of 1781, Colonel Watson was sent with a select corps of five hundred men

to attempt the destruction of Marion's brigade. He moved with caution, evidently afraid of

the partisan, for he was then striking successful blows at diflerent points, in rapid succession,

and appeared to be possessed of ubiquitous powers.' Marion observed him, and concentrated

his force on Snow's Island, whence he sallied forth as occasion required. He sped with

rapid foot to the path of Watson's approach, and at Wiboo Swamp, nearly opposite the pres-

ent Santee Canal, he confronted him. The advanced guards of Marion and Watson (the

former under Horry, the latter under Pvichboo, a Tory colonel) met unexpectedly, and a se-

vere skirmish ensued. Other portions of the two armies engaged in the fight. The field-

pieces of Watson gave him great advantage, and Marion was obliged to fall back in the

direction of Williamsburg. At a bridge over the Black Pviver, below Kingstree, he check-

ed his pursuers by well-aimed rifle-balls and the destruction of the bridge by fire. Down

the stream, upon opposite sides, the belligerents marched nearly ten miles, skirmishuig all

the way. Darkness terminated the conflict, and both parties arranged their flying camps

for rest, near each other. For ten days Watson remained stationary, continually an-

noyed by Marion, until he was obliged to choose between certain destruction in detail there,

or attempt boldly to fight his way to Georgetown. He decided upon the latter course, and

at midnight he fled. Marion pursued, fell upon him at Sampit Bridge, near Georgetown,

and smote down many of his wearied soldiers. Watson escaped to Georgetown with the

remnant of his army, complaining that Marion would not " fight like a gentleman or a

Christian I"

Sad intelligence now reached Marion. The Tory colonel, Doyle, had penetrated to his

camp on Snow's Island, dispersed the little garrison, destroyed his provisions and stores, and

then marched up Lynch's Creek. He pursued the marauder until he was informed that

Doyle had destroyed all his heavy baggage, and had the advantage of a day's march on the

road to Camden. Marion wheeled, and hastened, through the overflowed swamps, to eon-

front Watson, who was again in motion with fresh troops, and had encamped upon Cat-fish

Creek, near the present Marion Court House. Our partisan encamped within five miles

of him, and there he was joined by Lee on the fourteenth of April. 1^ This junction

''^'®^'
alarmed Watson. He destroyed his heavy baggage, wheeled his field-pieces into

Cat-fish Creek, and fled precipitately by a circuitous route back to Georgetown.
. May,i78i.

g^^^ ^^.^^^ ^^-^^^ ^^ ^^^^ Marionc hanging upon the rear of Lord Rawdon on his

^ At this time, Major M'llraith, with a force about equal to that of Marion'.s, was met by the hitter in

\ swamp near Nelson's Ferry. They prepared for battle, when M'llraith, who was a humane man, made

the chivalric proposition that twenty picked men of each army should meet and fi^dit for victory. It was

airreed to: the forty men weie drawn up in line and approached each other, when those of M'llraith's

party fell back. The sun went down, and yet they lingered; and at midnight, M'llraith doubtless con-

>idering prudence the better part of valor, decaiiiped, leaving his heavy baggage behind. He was pur-

SJcd by Colonel Horry early in the morning, but without etFect.
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retreat from Nelson's Ferry toward Charleston ; and from that time until the siege of

Ninety-Six, he was often with Sumter and Colonel Washington, watching the enemy's move-

ments near the Santee and Edisto, and cutting off intelligence and supplies from Cruger.

In Junea Marion took possession of Georgetown, the garrison fleeing down Winyaw .Bay

after a slight resistance. He could not garrison it, so he moved the stores up the
^

Pedee to his old encampment on Snow's Island, and demolished the military works.

Informed that the Loyalists of Charleston had organized, and under Colonel Ball were

about to ravage the country south of the Santee, he anticipated them. He drove off the

cattle, removed the provisions to a place of safety, laid waste the country, and left nothing

but barrenness and desolation in the district menaced by the enemy.

We have observed (page 695) that soon after Greene abandoned his design of attacking

Rawdon at Orangeburg, and retired to the High Hills of Santee, he detached Sumter, with

Marion, Lee, and other active partisans, to beat up the British posts in the direction of

Charleston, drive these hostile detachments to the gates of the city, and cut off all convoys

of supplies for the British troops on the Edisto. The chief object to be gained was to cause

Rawdon to abandon Orangeburg and hasten to the relief of Charleston. Sumter was the

commander-in-chief of this expedition. As he approached Monk's Corner, he divided his

little army into separate detachments. Among the subordinate commanders of these were

Horry, Mayham, Taylor, the Hamptons, and James. The garrison at Dorchester, first at-

tacked, made no resistance to Colonel Lee, who also captured, at about the same time, all

the wagons and wagon horses belonging to a convoy of provisions ; while Colonel Wade
Hampton pressed forward to the very lines at Charleston, captured the patrol and guard

at the Quarter-house, five miles from the city, and spread terror through the town. He
also took fifty prisoners (tnounted refugees) at Strawberry Ferry, and burned four vessels la-

den with valuable stores for the British army.

At Biggin, near Monk's Corner, where Huger's cavalry were surprised more than a year

before, was a strong force of about five hundred infantry, one hundred and fifty horse, and

a piece of artillery, under Colonel Coates of the British army. Biggin Church, and a

redoubt at Blonk's Corner, about a quarter of a mile distant, composed the defenses of the

garrison. Against these Sumter, Marion, and Lee proceeded. They halted at sunset

within a short distance of Coates's camp, with the intention of attacking him early in the

morning. Coates, alarmed by the intelligence brought by his patrols, that one half of

Greene's army, with all the partisan officers of the South, were upon him, decamped during

the night, set fire to Biggin Church, so as to destroy stores which he could not carry away,

and crossing the head waters of the Cooper River on the eastern side, retreated rapidly

toward Charleston. When the blaze of the church was perceived in the American camp,

Sumter called his troops to arms and hotly pursued the fugitives. Within a short distance

of Quimby's Creek Bridge, eighteen miles frotn Monk's Corner, the cavalry of Lee and

Marion overtook the rear-guard of the flying troops. Dismayed at the near approach of

horsemen, they cast down their arms without firing a gun, and begged for quarter. Coates

had crossed the bridge with his main body, and was waiting for the passage of his rear-

guard, with the baggage, to destroy the bridge. The planks were already loosened, and

every thing was in readiness for its demolition when the American cavalry approached.

The brave Armstrong, with a section of Lee's horsemen, dashed across the bridge and fell

upon the British guard with a howitzer stationed there for its defense, and drove the ar-

tillerists from the gun. The place of contest was a narrow causeway and lane leading to

the bridge, and for a short time a close and deadly conflict ensued. Many of the British

fled, and Coates and some of his officers were left to fight alone, defended only by a wagon.

Another section of the cavalry, under Carrington, followed close upon Armstrong, and leap-

ing the chasm formed by the casting down of some loose planks by the hoofs of Armstrong's

horses, joined in the close combat with the enemy. Lee had now gained the bridge, where

Captain O'Neil, with the third section, had halted. Captain Mayham, of Marion's cavalry,

dashed by them, when his horse was shot imder him. The chasm had been widened by
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the passage of Carrington's troops, and all Lee's efforts to repair the breach were ineffectual.

The stream was too deep to ford, and the shores loo muddy to land if the horses had swam

it, and, consequently, a victory so nearly secured had to be abandoned. Coates, with his re-

captured howitzer, retreated to a strong two-story house and other buildings a little further up

the stream, into which many of his soldiers had fled at the first attack. There he was assail-

ed by Sumter and Marion, between three and four o'clock in the afternoon, and a severe battle

was waged for three hours. Darkness, and the failure of the powder of the patriots, term-

inated the contest. Fifty of Marion's brigade were killed or wounded, and seventy of the

British fell. Coates held his position, and Sumter, informed of the approach of llawdon, col-

lected his own immediate forces, crossed the Santee, and joined Greene upon the High Hills,

while Marion remained lower down upon the river to watch the movements of the enemy.

It was at about this time, while the army of General Greene was in repose near the

Wateree, that the execution of Colonel Isaac Hayne, a leading Whig of South Carolina,

took place at Charleston ; an event which, in the opinion of the Americans, and of just men

in Europe, marked the character of the British officer in command at Charleston with the

foul stain of dishonor and savage cruelty.' The patriots were greatly exasperated by it, and

' Isaac Hayne was a highly respected and well-beloved citizen of South Carolina. He was among the

early patriots of that state who took the field, and at the siege of Charleston, in 1780, he served in a com-

pany of mounted militia, and at the same time was a member of the Slate Legislature. His corps was not

in the city, but operated in the open country, in the rear of the besiegers, consequently it was not included

in the capitulation. After that event his command was dispersed, and he returned to his family and estate,

near the Edisto. Believing iliat the wisest policy for him to pursue was to go to Charleston, surrender

himself a prisoner, and take his parole like others, he repaired thither. He was too confiding in the honor

of the conquerors, for, knowing him to be a man of influence, the commandant refused the privilege, and

told him that he must either become a British subject or submit to close confinement. He would gladly

have endured imprisonment, but he could not bear the thought of leaving his family exposed to the insults

of marauders, and the pestilence of small-pox, then spreading over the lower country. He consulted his

friend. Dr. Ramsay, the historian, who was himself a prisoner in Charleston, and, influenced by family aflfec-

tion, he accepted a British protection upon the humiliating terms proposed by Clinton in his second and

cruel proclamation, and took the oath of allegiance. He was assured by Patterson, the deputy British com-

mandant in Charleston, that he would not be called upon to take up arms for the king, " For," he said,

'when the regular forces of his mtijesty need the aid of the inhabitants lor the defense of the province, it

will be high time for them to leave it."

Colonel Hayne was often called upon by subordinate oflicers to take up arms for the king, but steadily

refused. When, in 1781, Greene approached with a Continental army, and the partisan troops had swept

royal power from almost every place where it had planted its heel of military subjugation, Colonel Hayne

felt released from his oath of allegiance, because its conditions were such that its obligations ceased when

roval rule should be suppressed. When again summoned (as he was peremptorily, while his wife was upon

her dying bed) to repair, with arms, to the British camp at Charleston, he again refused. He did more
;

he buckled on his armor, repaired to the American camp, and, forswearing his forced allegiance to the

British crown, he pledged his life to the defense of his country. With a troop of horse, accompanied by

Colonel Harden, he scoured the country toward Charleston, and captured General Andrew Williamson, a

former elTicicnt patriot, but now active in the British service. When intelligence of the event reached the

city, a troop of cavalry was sent in pursuit of Hayne. A battle ensued, and the patriot was made a pris-

oner and conveyed to Charleston. Colonel Nesbit Balfour, a proud, vain, and ambitious man, was then the

commandant. He knew that the surest road to distinction was rigor toward the rebels. He chose to con-

sider Hayne a traitor, because he had signed an oath of allegiance, and then took up arms against the king.

Here was an opportunity for Balfour to distinguish himself, and Hayne was cast into the provost prison,

"and kept there until Rawdon arrived from Orangeburg. He was then taken before a court of inquiry,

where neither the members nor the witnesses were sworn. The whole proceeding was a mockery, for

Rawdon and Balfour had prejudged him worthy of death. Without even the form of a trial, he was con-

demned to be hung. No one, not even the prisoner, supposed that such cruelty was contemplated, until

the sentence was made public, and he had but two days to live! The men of the city pleaded for him;

the women signed petitions, and went in troops and upon their knees implored a remission of his sentence.

His sister, Mrs. Peronneau, with his orphan children {for his wife was in her grave), clad in deep mourning,

knelt in supplication before his judges, but in vain. Rawdon and Balfour were inexorable, and on the thirty-

first of July, 1781, one of the purest patriots and most amiable of men was hung upon a gibbet. Like

Andre, he asked to be shot as a soldier, but this boon was denied him. Thirty-two years afterward, Lord

Rawdon, in a letter to General Henry Lee (see his ]\Ic7noirs, page 459), attempted to excuse his want of hu-

manity, by pleading the justice of the sentence. But the denunciations of the Duke of Richmond at the time,

in the House of Lords, and the truth of history, have given the whole transaction the stamp of barbarism.
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I

General Greene gave the British commander notice that he would retaliate when oppor-

tunity should offer, not by the sacrifice of misguided Tories, but of British officers. He soon

had power to exhibit terrible retribution, but happily, actuated by a more humane policy,

Greene hesitated ; the beams of peace soon appeared in the horizon, and bloody human sac-

rifices were prevented.

Here let us resume the general narrative of events in the South not already related, from

the time of the encampment of Greene upon the High Hills of Santee, in 1781, until the

evacuation of Charleston by the British the following year.

We have noticed on page 705, that Greene's camp upon the Hills was broken up on the

eighteenth of November, and the remnants of his diminished army were put in motion

toward Charleston. Already intelligence of the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown had

reached him, and the day of its arrival^ was made jubilant by the army. In the.a Oct. 30.

mean while, Marion was operating with vigor. He suddenly disappeared from the

Santee upon one of his secret expeditions, and as suddenly was seen sweeping across the

country in the direction of the Edisto, on his way to relieve Colonel Harden, who was closely

pressed near Parker's Ferry, a few miles above Jacksonborough, in Colleton District, by a

British force of five hundred men, under Major Fraser. That officer's camp was at the

ferry. Marion prepared an ambuscade, and then sent out some of his swiftest horses with

experienced riders to decoy his enemy into the snare. Fraser, with his cavalry, fell into

the ambuscade in a narrow place, and was terribly handled. ^ The sure rifles of
^ ^^ g^

Marion's men thinned his ranks, and had not their ammunition failed them, they i^^i.

would have accomplished a complete victory. For the want of powder, they were obliged

to retire at the moment when the palm was offered to them. The loss of the British was

severe, while Marion was not bereft of a man. He had succeeded in rescuing Harden, and

as we have seen (page 699), obedient to the call of Greene, hastened toward the Santee and

joined the American army at Laurens's plantation,"^ when pressing on toward Eu-
^ g ^ 7

taw. After the great battle at that place, and his pursuit of Stewart, Marion en- i~si-

camped in the deep recesses of a cane-brake on Santee River Swamp, and awaited an oc-

casion again to go forth to action.

The British commander, ignorant of the weakened condition of Marion's brigade,' and

the great diminution of Greene's army, was alarmed when he was informed that the latter

had crossed the Congaree, and was again pressing on toward Eutaw. He struck his tents

and hastened toward Charleston. Perceiving this movement, Greene left his army while

on its march from the Santee Hills, and at the head of two hundred cavalry and as many
infantry moved rapidly toward Charleston. The garrison at Dorchester, more than six

hundred strong, advised of his approach, went out to meet him. But so sudden and vig-

orous was the charge of Colonel Hampton, of the advance, that the enemy wheeled and fled

in great confusion to their camp. Believing the whole army of Greene to be near, they

destroyed all the public property, cast their cannons into the Ashley, and then fled toward

Charleston, closely pursued. At the Quarter-house they were joined by Stewart's forces,

retreating by another road, and all hastened to the city gates. Terror spread through the

town. The bells were rung, alarm guns were fired, and every friend of the crown was

called to the defense of the city. Greene's object was accomplished ; the British outposts,

were driven in, and he hastened to join his army, now encamped at Pvound O, not far from

the Four Holes' Creek, forty or fifty miles from the city. Marion and his men lingered

around the head waters of the Cooper to watch the enemy, and prevent his incursions be-

yond Charleston Neck. St. Clair had driven the British from Wilmington, and only Charles-

' After the battle at Eutaw, Marion was re-enforced by detachments of mountain men, under Colonels

Shelby and Sevier, the heroes of King's Mountain, and with them he confidently took the field. He attack-

ed the British outpost at Fairlawn, while the main body, under Stewart, were encamped behind redoubts at

Wappetaw and VVantoot. The attack upon Fairlawn was successful. The garrison, and three hundred

stand of arms, with provisions and stores, were the spoils of victory. Encouraged by this success, Marion

prepared for other enterprises, when the Mountaineers, after about three weeks' service, suddenly left him

and returned to the upper country. No satisfactory reason for this movement has ever been given.
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ton and Savannah, with their respective dependencies, now reniained in undisputed possession

of the Royalists.

Governor Rutledge, with his accustomed energy, now prepared to re-estabhsh civil gov-

ernment. He first offered conditional pardon to Tories and others who should join the

American army. Hundreds came from the British lines and eagerly accepted the govern-

or's clemency. Writs for an election of representatives were issued, and in January, 1782,

a Republican Legislature convened at Jacksonborough, on the Edisto, thirty-five miles be-

low Charleston.

Hope dawned upon the future of the South, and the bowed head of Republicanism was

lifted up. General Leslie, the chief commandant in Charleston, perceived the change in

the aspect of affairs, with alarm, and sent out proclamations, filled with promises and men-

aces, to counteract the movements of the patriots. It was too late. The people perceived

the waning of British power as the area of its action was diminished, and promises and

threats were alike unheeded. The army of Greene drew near to Jacksonborough, and en-

camped upon the Charleston road, six miles below the town. Thus protected, the Legis-

lature acted freely and judiciously, and from that time the civil power met with no ob-

structions.

John's Island was yet occupied by the enemy, under the command of Major Craig, who
had been driven from Wilmington. Greene resolved to expel them. An expedition for the

purpose was intrusted to Lieutenant-colonel Laurens, a son of Henry Laurens, who had

lately come from the field of victory at Yorktown. Lee was his second in command. An
attempt was made, on the night of the thirteenth of January, ^ to surprise and capture

the garrison of five hundred men, but the miscarriage of a part of their plan deprived

them of their anticipated victory. Yet the design was not abandoned. A lai'ge body of

Greenes army moved forward, and Craig, taking counsel of his fears, abandoned the island,

and fled, with his troops, to Charleston. A few prisoners, and provisions and stores of the

camp, were the spoils of victory. Still further secure, the Legislature now labored indus-

triously and without fear. Confiscation laws were enacted ; the currency was regulated
;

general laws for the future government of the state were adopted ; and a bill was origin-

ated for presenting to General Greene, in consideration of his services, the sum of ten thou-

sand guineas.' They closed their labors by electing John Matthews governor.

From this time until the evacuation of Charleston, military operations were confined to

attempts on the part of the British to jJiocure supplies from the country, and opposition

thereto by the patriots. In these operations, Marion's brigade was conspicuous. Elected

to a seat in the Assembly at Jacksonborough, he left it in command of Colonel Horry.

Previous to his departure, he had a severe skirmish, near Monk's Corner, with three hundred

regulars and Loyalists, who came up from Charleston to surprise him. He repulsed them,

but soon afterward, while he was absent, a larger force, under Colonel Thompson (the cel-

ebrated Count Rumford, subsequently), attacked his brigade near the Santee. Fortunately,

he arrived during the engagement, but not in time to prevent the defeat and partial dis-

persion of his beloved troops. The remnant of his brigade rallied around him, and he re-

tired beyond the Santee to reorganize and recruit.

The main armies continued quiet. Each felt too weak to attempt to disturb the other.

Leslie's condition was far worse than Greene's. Confined within the city, provisions soon

became scarce, while the flight of Tories to the town increased the demand. Greene had

ample provisions, and moving forward, encamped near the head of the Ashley, within twenty

miles of the enemy's lines. Unable to damage the Americans in warfare, the British em-

ployed stratagem and bribery to weaken their power. Emissaries came into camp, and a

mutinous spirit was engendered. A scheme was planned to abduct Greene, and convey

him to Charleston. It was discovered twenty-four hours before it ripened, and was crushed.

The conspirators were of the Pennsylvania line. Gornell, the leader, was executed, and

' This example was imitated by the Legislatures of North Carolina and Georgia. The former voted

him five thousand guineas, and the latter tvvent.y-four thousand acres of land.
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four of his known companions in crime were sent, guarded, up to Orangeburg. The demon

of discord was seen no more, and the British made no further attempts to arouse it.

Early in April, Marion, with a considerable force, was sent to " keep watch and ward"

over the country between the Cooper and Santee Rivers. A Scotchman, pretending to be

a deserter, came out from the city, visited Marion, and passed on unsuspected toward the

Scotch settlements on the Pedee. Soon an insurrection appeared in that quarter, and Ma-

rion was informed that Major Gainey, for the third time, was gathering the Tories. The
pretended deserter was a spy, and, by false representations of the power of the British and

weakness of the Americans, he called the Highlanders to arms. The spy was caught and

hanged while returning to Charleston, and before Gainey could organize his recruits, Ma-
rion fell upon him. More than five hundred Loyalists laid down their arms, and Gainey,

thoroughly humbled, joined the ranks of Marion.'

While the theater of war was thus narrowing, Briti.sh statesmen of all parties, consider-

ing the capture of Cornwallis and his army as the death-blow to all hope for future con-

quests, turned their attention to measures for an honorable termination of the unnatural

war. General Conway, the firm and long-tried friend of the Americans, offered a resolu-

tion in Parliament in February, » which was preliminary to the enactment of a de-

cree for commanding the cessation of hostilities. It was lost by only one vote. Thus

encouraged, the opposition pressed the subject warmly upon the attention of the House of

Commons and the nation, and on the fourth of March, Conway moved " That the House

would consider as enemies to his majesty and the country all those who should advise, or

by any means attempt, the further prosecution of ofi'ensive war on the Continent of North

America." The resolution was carried without a division, and the next day the attorney

general introduced a plan for a truce with the Americans. Lord North, after an admin-

istration of afi'airs, as prime minister, for twelve years, finding himself in the minority, re-

signed the seals of office, b Orders for a cessation of hostilities speedily went forth
,, March 20

to the British commanders in America, and preparations were soon made for evac- i"82-

uating the cities of Savannah and Charleston.

When General Leslie was apprised of these proceedings in Parliament, he proposed to

General Greene a cessation of hostilities in the South. That officer, like a true soldier, re-

fused to meddle in civil afl'airs, and referred the matter to the Continental Congress, the

only competent tribunal to decide. Of course there must be a delay of several weeks, and

while no important military movement was made by the main army of either party, each

was as vigilant as if an active campaign was in progress.

On the thirteenth of August, Leslie, in general orders, declared his intention of evacua-

ting Charleston, and sent a flag to Greene with a request that he might be allowed to re-

ceive and purchase supplies from the planters.^ Greene refused his acquiescence, for it

' Among the insurgents was the notorious David Fanning, a Loyalist of North Carolina. He was one.

of the most desperate and brutal of the Tory leaders, and at one time had command of almost a thousand

marauders like himself. He became a terror to the people of central North Carolina. He captured many
leading Whigs, and took them to Craig, at Wilmington. On
the thirteenth of September, 1781, he and his associate, Hector

M'Neii, with their followers, entered Hillsborough, carried ofT

y^ ^ y^y j the governor, Thomas Burke,* and other prominent Whigs, and

^'f^-^^f^^CyCy hastened with them toward Wilmington. They were inter-

cepted by a party under General Butler, and a severe skirmish

ensued at Lindley's Mill, on Cane Creek. Fanning was wounded, but successfully retreated with his pris-

oners to Wilmington. After the defeat here mentioned, on the Pedee, Fanning went to Charleston, and ac-

companied the Tories who fled to Nova Scotia, where he died in 1825.
* Greene's army now covered a fertile district, where wealth abounded, and prevented foraging and

* Thomas Burke was one of the purest patriots of the South. He was a native of Ireland ; came in early life to Virginia,

and in 1774 settled as practicing lawyer, in Hillsborough, North Carolina. He was one of the eariiest Republican legislator*

in the state. He was a member of the Provincial Congress at Halifax in 177G, and of the Continental Congress, from 1777 till

1781, when he was chosen governor of his state. After his capture by Fanning, he was sent to Charleston, and kept closely

guarded, upon John's Island, when Craig commanded there. He escaped, and in 1782 resumed hie official duties. He died at-

HUIsborough in 1783.

IL D D D
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would tend to nourish a viper, perhaps yet disposed to sting. Leslie replied that he should

obtain supplies by force, for it was necessary to have them before putting to sea. This

menace gave activity to the camp of Greene, for he resolved to oppose with spirit every

attempt of the enemy to penetrate the country. General Gist, with a strong force, was ad-

vanced to the Stono, and spread defensive corps, under good officers, southward to the Com-

bahee, while Marion was instructed to keep watch over the region of the Lower Santee.

Rapidly, and in wide circuits, that partisan, with his cavalry, scoured the region between

the Sampit and the Santee, and sometimes he would sweep down the country, all the way

to Cainhoy and Haddrell's Point. Some warm skirmishes occurred, but he effectually

kept the enemy at bay in that quarter.

Anxious to leave Charleston, where famine stood menacing the army and civilians, Leslie

resolved to make a bold effort to penetrate the country by the Combahee, for little could

be effected in the region guarded by Marion. He accordingly sent a large party thither in

armed boats and schooners, where they arrived on the 25th of August, and passed up di-

rectly toward the head of the stream. Gist, with about three hundred cavalry and infant-

ry, hastened to oppose the invaders, leaving Colonel Laurens with a guard near Wappoo,

to watch the movements of the enemy in Charleston. Laurens, burning with a desire for

active service, left a sick-bed and followed Gist. He overtook him upon the north bank

of the Combahee, near the ferry, and at his earnest solicitation he was detached to the ex-

treme end of Chehaw Neck, to garrison a small redoubt cast up there for the purpose of

annoying the British when they should return down the river. With fifty light infantry,

> August 2(i
some matrosses, and a howitzer, Laurens moved down the river, a- and halted

i^<^~- at the house of Mrs. Stock, within a short distance of the point. At three

o'clock in the morning he resumed his march. He had proceeded but a short distance,

when a picket of the enemy was perceived, and at the same moment a large detachment,

which lay concealed in the high fennel grass, arose and delivered a murderous fire. They

had been informed of the march of Laurens, and landing on the north shore of the Comba-

hee, concealed themselves in ambush by the road side. Laurens saw the danger of a re-

treat, and had no alternative but to surrender or fight. His brave spirit could not brook

the former, and leading the way, he made an energetic charge upon the foe. The step was

fatal to the young commander ; he fell at the first fire. Captain Smith of the artillery was

also slain, the howitzer was seized by the enemy, and the whole American force turned and

fled in confusion. The fugitives were pursued a short distance, when Gist, with a consid-

erable force, confronted the victors. They recoiled for a moment, but soon recovered, and

a severe combat ensued. The British fell back to their boats, and the field of strife was

the field of victory for the Americans
;
yet it was dearly won. Many unnamed patriots

fell, and in the death of Laurens the country lost one of its most promising men.' The

plundering where the enemy had generally found the best supplies. Perceiving their homes thus secured,

many of the families returned from exile, and every where the board of hospitality was wide spread to their

deliverers. The rugged features of war were soon changed by the refinements of social life, and the sol-

diers, who had been battling for years among desolated homes or the dark wilderness, felt that a paradise

was gained. The wife of General Greene reached his camp at the close of March, and was every where

caressed. The officers were greeted at numerous social gatherings, and the charms of many a fair daughter

of the sunny South subdued hearts which never quailed before an enemy. In the district occupied by the

army, were many wealthy, beautiful, and accomplished women, and "many," says Johnson, in his Life of

Greene, " were the matrimonial connections to which this period gave rise between the officers of the army

and the heiresses of Carolina and Georgia."
' John Laurens was a son of Henry Laurens, president of the Continental Congress in 1777. He joined

the army early in 1777, and was wounded in the battle at Germantown. He continued in the army (with

the exception of a few months), under the immediate command of Washington, until after the surrender of

Cornwallis, in which event he was a conspicuous participant as one of the commissioners appointed to ar-

range the terms. Early in 1781, he was sent on a special mission to France, to solicit a loan of money

and to procure arms. He was successful, and on his return received the thanks of Congress. Within

three days after his arrival in Philadelphia, he had settled all matters with Congress, and departed for the

army in the South, under Greene. There he did good service, and was killed on the Combahee, on the

twenty-seventh of August, 1781, when he was but twenty-nine years of age. Washington, who made
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British succeeded in carrying off a large quantity of provisions and plunder from the Com-
bahee, and from Beaufort and the neighboring islands. They made no other attempt to

procure supplies, but applied themselves diligently to preparations for leaving Charleston.

Kosciuszko, who was placed in command of Laurens's corps, watched Charleston Neck, and
detachments guarded the passes of the Stono. In this latter service the last blood of the

Revolution was shed.'

The evacuation of Charleston took place on the fourteenth of December. a' Leslie

had leveled the walls of Charleston and demolished Fort Johnson, and on the morn-

ing of the thirteenth, the American army crossed the Ashley, and slowly approached the

city, according to previous arrangements with Leslie. At daylight the next morning the

British marched to Gadsden's Wharf, and embarked. At eleven o'clock an American
detachment took formal possession of the town, and at three in the afternoon General

Greene escorted Governor Mathews and other civil officers to the Town Hall. From win-

dows, balconies, even housetops, the troops were greeted with cheers, waving of handker-

chiefs, and cries, " God bless you, gentlemen ! Welcome I welcome !" Before night the

British squadron (about three hundred sail) crossed the bar, and the last speck of canvas

of that hostile array glittered far out upon the ocean in the parting beams of the sun that

evening. The cool starry night which succeeded was one of great joy to the people, and
the dawn of the morrow was that of a long and bright day for the emancipated state.

Generosity succeeded revengeful feelings ; confiscation acts were repealed ; Loyalists were
forgiven, on repentance, and those who had adhered to royal rule as the least of two evils,

rejoiced in the glories of the happy days of freedom and prosperity which succeeded.

Here let us close the chronicles of the war in the Southern States, and depart for the

North.

On the morning of the day when I departed from Charleston, ^ the sun came ^j ^^ ^ ^
up from the sea bright and unclouded, and I could not have wished for a love- 1849.

Her day to visit places of note in Charleston and vicinity. I had already been out to the

Lines, and the old ship-yard and magazines on Cooper River, with Reverend Dr. Smythe.
The scars of the former are yet visible in several places upon the Neck, and a portion of

the citadel, a remnant of the " horn work," survives the general wreck of the military

works about Charleston. It was just at sunset when we passed through a beautiful avenue
of live oaks, draped with moss, to view the ruins of the magazines and officers' quarters,

among thick shrubbery and tangled vines near the banks of the river, about four miles above

the city. A little to the northwest of these ruins is an ancient burial-ground, on the verge

of a deep morass. The tall trees, pendent moss, silent ruins, and deep shadows of night fast

hovering over the scene, gave the place a tinge of romance, thrilling and sad. On our way
to this interesting spot we turned aside, about a mile and a half nearer the town, to view
a venerable and lordly magnolia, under whose spreading branches tradition avers Gen-
eral Lincoln held a council of officers during the siege in 1780. Incredible as it may ap-

him his aid, loved him as a child. He declared that he could discover no fault in him, unless it was in-

trepidity, bordering on rashness. "Poor Laurens," wrote Greene, "has fallen in a paltry little skirmish.

You knew his temper, and I predicted his fate. The love of military glory made him seek it upon occa-
sions unworthy his rank. The state will feel his loss." He was buried upon the plantation of Mrs. Stock,
in whose family he spent the evening previous to his death in cheerful conversation. A small inclosure,

without a stone, marks his arave.
^ Captain Wilmot, a brave young officer, who commanded a company detailed for the purpose of cov-

ering John's Island, impatient of inaction, often crossed the river to harass British foraging parties on the
island. While engaged in one of these excursions, in company with Kosciuszko, he fell into an ambus-
cade and was killed. This occurred in September, 1782, and was, it is believed, the last life sacrificed in

battle.

^ Preparatory to the evacuation, commissioners were appointed to make arrangements to prevent the
carrying away of slaves on the departure of the British. All was made satisfactory ; but the promises of
the enemy were shamefully violated. Moultrie says that more than eight hundred slaves, employed on
the works in the city, were sent to the West Indies and sold. It has been estimated that between the
years 1775 and 1783 the state of South Carolina was robbed of twenty-five thousand negroes, valued at

about twelve million five hundred thousand dollars.
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pear, the owner of the land, and of the house shaded by the tree wherein he and his mother

were born, had just felled it for fire-wood. Instead of being its destroyer, who, in like cir-

cumstances, would not have been its defender ? and when rude hands were laid upon it, would

not have exclaimed,

" Woodman, spare that tree !

Touch not a single bough !

In 3outh it sheltered me,

And I'll protect it now.

'Twas my forefather's hand

That placed it near his cot

;

There, woodman, let it stand,

Thj' ax shall harm it not
! "

—

Morris.

I sketched the venerable house near by, the property of Col-

onel William Cummington during the Revolution, and mark-

ing the position of the stump of the magnolia, preserved for

The Council Tree. posterity a sketch of what tradition calls the Council Tree,

with its surroundings.

It was on the bright and balmy day of my departure that I visited Sullivan's Island, and

made the sketch printed on page 757. From thence I crossed over to Haddrell's Point

(now Point Pleasant), and after passing an hour there, where so many of the brave patriots

of South Carolina sufiered a long imprisonment, I returned by steam-boat to the city.

There are no remains of Pi-evolutionary fortifications at Point Pleasant, and it is now famous

in the minds of the citizens of Charleston only as a delightful summer resort.

At three o'clock in the afternoon I left Charleston for home, in a steam-packet bound to

Wilmington, bearing with me many mementoes of the war for independence at the South,

and filled with pleasing recollections of a journey of several weeks among the inhabitants

of that sunny land where I had enjoyed the hospitality and kindness of true Republicans,

keenly alive to the reflected glory of their patriot fathers, and devotedly attached to the free

institutions of our common country, the fruits of a happy union.

The waters of the harbor were unruffled by a breeze, and I anticipated a delightful voyage

to the Cape Fear ; but as the city and fortifications receded, and we crossed the bar to the

broad bosom of the Atlantic, we found it heaving with long, silent undulations, the efiijcts

of the subsiding anger of a storm. Sea-sickness came upon me, and I went supperless to

my berth, where I remained until we were fairly M-ithin the mouth of the Cape Fear, at

Smith's Island, on the following morning. The low wooded shores of Carolina approached

nearer and nearer, and at eight o'clock we landed at the ancient town of Wilmington, on

the eastern side of the Cape Fear.

I contemplated spending a day at Wilmington, but circumstances requiring me to hasten

homeward, I was there only during the hour while waiting for the starting of the rail-way

cars for the North. I had but little opportunity to view the town, where Republicanism

was most rife on the sea-board of North Carolina before and during the Revolution ; but by

the kindness of friends there, especially of Edward Kidder, Esq., I am enabled to give, tra-

ditionally and pictorially all that I could have possibly obtained by a protracted visit.

Already I have noticed many stirring events here during the earlier years of the war ; it

now remains for me to notice only the British occupation.

When, toward the close of 1780, Corn-

wallis prepared to move from his encamp-

ment at Winnsborough, toward North

Carolina, he directed Colonel Balfour, at

Charleston, to dispatch a sufficient force

to take possession of Wilmington, that he

might have a sea-port for supplies, while

in that state. Major James H. Craig (who

was governor general of Canada in 1807) was sent with four hundred regulars to perform
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that service. He look possession of the town without much resistance, toward the close of
January, 1781. He immediately fortified himself, using the Episcopal church, a strong brick

edifice (of the front of which the engraving is a correct view), for a
citadel. Craig held undisturbed possession of Wilmington until the
arrival of Cornwallis, on the seventh of April, after his battle with
Greene, at Guilford. He remained in Wilmington, with his shattered

army,eighteen days, to recruit and to determine upon his future course.

His residence was on the corner of Market and Third Streets, now
(1852) the dwelling of Doctor T. H. Wright. Apprised of Greene's

Church, march toward Camden, and hoping to draw him away from Rawdon,
then encamped there, Cornwallis marched into Virginia, and joined the forces of Arnold and
Phillips at Petersburg. The subsequent movements of

the earl, until his surrender at Yorktown, have been de-

tailed in former chapters.

Major Craig held possession of Wilmington until the

autumn of 1781, when, informed of the surrender of Corn-

wallis, and the approach of St. Clair on his way to join

Greene, he abandoned Wilmington and fled to Charleston.

This was the only post in North Carolina held by the

British, and with the flight of Craig all military operations

ceased within its borders.'

The rail-way from Wilmington to Weldon, on the Roanoke, a distance of one hundred
and sixty-two miles, passes through a level pine region, where little business is done, except
gathering of turpentine and the manufacture of tar. It was a dreary day's ride, for on
every side were interminable pine forests, dotted with swamps and traversed by numerous
streams, all running coastward. We crossed the Neuse at Goldsborough, eighty-five mile.s

north of Wilmington, and the Tar at Rocky Mount, forty miles further. At sunset we
passed Halifax," near the falls of the Ptoanoke, and arrived at Weldon at dark. The morn-
ing was uncomfortably warm ; the evening was damp and chilly ; and when we arrived at
Richmond the next morning, two hundred and forty miles north of Wilmington, a cold rain
was falling, and every thing was incrusted with ice. I tarried a day at Richmond, another
at Washington City, and on the fourth of Februarya I sat by my own fireside in the
city of New York, after an absence of about eleven weeks, and a journey of almost * ^^'^^'

three thousand miles. There my long and interesting tour ended, except an occasional
"journey of a day" to some hallowed spot in its vicinity. God, in his providence, dealt

kindly with me, in all that long and devious travel, for I did not sufier sickness for an hour,

and no accident befell me on the way.

UOBNWALLIS'S HeaD QUARTERS.'''

' This church was demolished in 1841, and upon its site a new Protestant Episcopal church now stands.
* This is from a pencil sketch, by Mr. Charles Burr, of Wilmington.
^ At Elizabeth, higher up on the Cape Fear, in Bladen county, quite a severe battle was fought in July,

1781, between a few refugee Whigs, under Colonel Thomas Brown, and a body of Tories. The Whigs
forded the Cape Fear after dark, and before midnight were in deadly conflict with the Tories. The sur-
prise was complete, and the victory quite easy. This bold act crushed Tory ascendency in that section
of the state. I received from the venerable Dr. De Rosset, of Wilmington, an interesting account of a
gallant affair on the part of the Americans at a place called " The Oaks," near Wilmington, in which be,
though a lad, participated. 1 regret the want of space that precludes the possibdity of giving the narra-
tive here. Like many other similar details, the local historian must make the record. Dr. De Rosset is

a son, I believe, of the mayor of that name mentioned on page 568. I have also received (too late for in-
sertion), from the venerable A. M. Hooper, of Crawford, Alabama, an interesting sketch of the public life

of William Hill, an active patriot of Cape Fear, of whom Josiah Quiney in his journal (1773), said " thouo-h
a crown officer, a man replete with sentiments of general liberty, and warmly attached to the cause of
American freedom."

* Here the Provincial Congress of North Carolina met on the fourth of April, 1776, and took precedence
of all similar assemblies in action favorable to independence. It was at Halifax that Cornwallis crossed
the Roanoke (see page 547), while on his march to Virginia, in May, 1781.
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CHAPTER XXX.

' Hail, mighty city ! High must be his fame

Who round thy bounds at sunrise now should walk;'

Still wert thou lovely, whatsoe'r thy name.

New Amsterdam. New Orange, or New York

;

Whether in cradle sleep in sea-weed laid,

Or on thine island throne in queenly power arrayed."

Mrs. Sigourney.

ISTORICAL associations of the deepest interest, colonial and revolution-

ary, cluster around the city of New York and its immediate vicinity.

Here vi'as planted one of the earliest of the European settlements in the

New World ; and durin? the march of progress for more thaii a

century and a half, from the advent of the Half Moo7i^ before Man-
hattan, until the departure of the last vestige of foreign dominion from its

shores, b the events of its history bear important relations to the gen-
b 1783

eral structure of our republic. Here, when the colonies lifted the

strong arm of resistance against an unnatural mother, the military power of the latter first

raised a permanent standard. Here was the central point of that power during almost the

entire period of the conflict which ensued ; and here it lingered longest when the conflict

was ended. Here the last great act of the drama of the Revolution was performed, when
the first President of the United States was inaugurated, and the machinery of our Federal

government was put in motion. Liberty in America was born at Plymouth, cradled in

Boston, and baptized in Philadelphia; in New York it was inaugurated Tontifex Maxi-
mus, and its Liturgy—the Constitution—accepted as the expression of the common senti-

ment of a free people.

Volumes have been written concerning the colonial history of New York ; I shall devote

only a few pages to the same theme, in addition to that which has already been given in

this work. We have glanced at colonial and revolutionary events north of the Hudson
Highlands ; let us now open the chronicles of the city and vicinity.

A few months after the return of Henry Hudson to Europe, with intelligence of his dis-

covery of the beautiful island of Manhattan'' and the river bearing his name, some Dutch
traders sailed up the bay and planted their tents near the spot where now flourish the

stately trees of the Battery. Hudson, being in the employment of the Dutch East India

Company, the States General of Holland claimed political and territorial jurisdiction over

a vast extent of country more than that watered by the river discovered by Hudson. Ship

followed ship with adventurers from Holland, and as deep in the wilderness as Albany they

planted trading stations. A Dutch West India Company was formed, » clothed

with all the elementary powers of government, and furnished with a charter giving

them territorial dominion over the shores of two continents, without the least regard to the

' While the Dutch possessed the city, after its recapture in 1673. it was the duty of the mayor to walk
round the city every morning at sunrise, unlock all the gates, and then give the keys to the commander
of the fort. The walls or palisades extended from the East River, across Broadway to the corner of Grace
and Lumber Streets, along the line of the present Wall Street. From the most westerly point, they con-

tinued along the brow of the high bank of the Hudson to the fort, near the present Battery.
* According to Heckewelder, this Indian word signifies -place of drunkenness, a name given to the spot

fourscore years before, when Verrazani landed there, and at a council of the natives gave them strong

liquor and made them drunk. The place and the local tribe were afterward called Manhattan and Man-
liattans.



OF THE REVOLUTION. 783

The Patroon System. Government Established. Trade of the People. Governor Stuyvesant.

existing settlements of the English, Spanish, and Portuguese. The history of this company

is instructive, but we must forbear.

A new system was adopted in 1629. Patroons came,' and women and children were

brought to form the basis of a permanent colony. The new domain was called New Neth-

erlands, and the settlement on Manhattan, the germ of the present city of New York, was
named New Amsterdam. The chief trade of the people was in the skins of the bear, otter,

and raccoon ; and soon the New Englanders complained that Dutch trappers were seen even

as far eastward as Narraganset Bay. Tales of the beauty and fertility of the New World
were poured into the ears of the Dutch and Germans. Their neighbors, the Swedes, caught

the whisper, came over the sea, and seated themselves upon the banks of the Delaware.

Jealousy begat fends, and feuds engendered conflicts, and Christian people spilled each others

blood in the sight of the heathen.

When government for the new colony was ordained, Peter Minuits was sent as director

»1625.

general, a' and during his ad-

ministration, and that

of his successors, Van
Twiller and Kieft, the settle-

ments increased, yet trouble

with the Swedes and Indians

abounded.^ The governors

were weak men, as states-

men, and possessed no mili-

tary talent. Not so the suc-

cessor of Kieft, Petrus Stuy-

vesant, a military command-

er of renown ; a man of dig-

nity, honest and

true. He concil-

iated the Indians ;*

made honorable

treaties respecting

boundaries with

necticut, and by a prompt-

ly executed military expedi-

tion, ^ he crushed the
b 1655.

rising power oi the

Swedes on the Delaware,'

and warned Lord Baltimore

not to attempt an extension

of his boundary line too far

northward. Yet, with all

his virtues, Stuyvesant was

an aristocrat. His education

and pursuit made him so

;

and wherever the feeble plant

of democracy,
which now began

to spring up in

New Amsterdam,

lifted its petals, he

planted the heel

of arbitrary powerthe people of Con-

upon it. Watered by Van der Douck, and a few Puritans Avho had strayed into the Dutch
domain, it flourished, nevertheless, and at length it bore fruit. Two deputies from each

village in New Netherlands, chosen by the people, met in council in New Am- c November,

sterdamc, without the governor's permis.sion. This first popular assembly offended '*^^'^"

the chief magistrate, and for five years animosity was allowed to fester in the public mind,

while Stuyvesant opposed the manifest will of the people. They finally resisted taxes,

scorned his menaces, and even expressed a willingness to bear English rule for the sake of

enjoying English liberty.

' See vol. i., p. 391. The chief pa^roows, or patrons, who first came, were Killian van Rensselaer,

Samuel Godyn, Samuel Bloemart, and Michael Paw. Godyn and Bloemart purchased lands on the Dela-

ware, Van Rensselaer at Albany, and Paw in New Jersey, from Hoboken to the Kills. Livingston, Phil-

lipse, Van Cortland, and others, came afterward.

* This year a company of Walloons came from Holland and settled upon the land around the present

Navy Yard at Brooklyn. There, on the seventh of June, Sarah Rapelje, the first white child born in New
Netherlands, made her advent.

^ Dishonest traders changed friendly Indians to deadly foes. Conflicts ensued, and, to cap the climax of

iniquity, Kieft caused scores of men, women, and children, who had asked his protection against the Mo-
hawks, to be murdered at midnight, on the banks of the Hudson, at Hoboken. This act awakened the

fierce ire of the tribes far in the wilderness, and caused the settlers vast and complicated trouble.

* Because of his honorable treatment of the natives, and their attachment to him, the New Englanders

charged him with a design to exterminate the English by Indian instrumentality.

^ See vol. i., page 386.
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New Netherlands seized by the English. Disappointment of the People. Governor Stuyvesant. New Jersey.

A crisis approached. Charles the Second, without any pretense to title, gave the terri-

tory of New Netherlands to his brother James, duke of York. a The duke sent

an English squadron under Richard Nicolls to secure the gift, and on the third

of September, 1664, the red cross of St. George floated in triumph over the fort, and the

name of New Amsterdam was changed to New York.' It was an easy conquest, for the

people were not unwilling. Stuyvesant began to make concessions when it was too late,

and his real strength, the will of the people, had departed from him. Although they dis-

liked him as a ruler, they loved him as a man, and in his retirement upon his Bowerie

farm,^ near the city, he passed the remainder of his days in quiet, honored and respected

by all.

Nicolls, the conqueror, assumed the functions of governor.' He changed the form of

laws, but the despotic $inrit remained. The people were disappointed, and felt that they

had only changed one tyranny for another. Nicolls filled his pockets from the people's

purses, departed, and was succeeded by Francis Lovelace, who developed new schemes of

taxation, that the people should " have liberty for no thought," as he expressed it, " but

how to discharge them." The people did think of something else, and were on the verge

of open rebellion, when the clouds of national war overshadowed local difficulties. England

and Holland were at variance, and in July, 1673, a Dutch squadron sailed up the Bay of

New York, and, without firing a shot, took possession of the fort and town. The easy con-

' The fort was built of Holland brick, and was finished in 1635. It stood on high ground on the site

of the row of brick hou.ses southeast of the Bowling Green, and was capacious enough to contain the gov-

*irnor's house, a small church, and to accommodate three hundred soldiers. It was called Fort Amster-

dam. On its surrender to the English, it was called Fort James; during the Dutch occupation again,

in 1673, it was called Fort William Hendrick ; then again Fort James; on the accession of William

and Mary, it was called Fort Orange ;
and finally, it was named Fort George, when Anne, who married

Prince George of Denmark, ascended -the English throne. It retained that name until it was demolished in

1790-91.
* Governor Stuyvesant retired from active life after the surrender to the English, and lived in quiet dig-

nity upon his "Bowerie" estate, a .short distance from the city, during the remainder of his life.* Stuy-

vesant was a native of Holland, born in 1602, and was forty-five years of age when he came to rule New
Netherlands. Soon after his arrival, he married Judith Bayard, daughter of a Huguenot, by whom he had

two sons. After the capture by the English, he went to Holland (1665) to report to his superiors, and this

was his last ocean voyage. With his little family he enjoyed the repose of agricultural pursuits, within

sight of the smoke of the city, which curled above the tree-tops along the " Bowerie Lane." Upon his

farm (on the site of the present Church of St. Mark's), he built a chapel, at his own expense, and dedicated

it to the worship of God according to the rituals of the Reformed Dutch Church. He lived eighteen years

after the change in the government, and at his death was buried in his vault within the chapel. Over his

remains was placed a slab (which may still be seen in the eastern wall of St. Mark's), with the following

inscription : "In this vault lies buried Petrus Stuyvesant, late captain general and commander-in-chief

of Amsterdam, in New Netherlands, now called New York, and the Dutch West India Islands. Died in

August, A.D. 1682, aged eighty years."

' The dismemberment of the New Netherlands speedily followed the English Conquest. James sold to

Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, the domains included within the present limits of New Jersey.

Many privileges were ofl^ered to settlers, and the new province flourished. Berkeley finally sold his moiety

to a party of Quakers, among whom was William Penn. The province was divided into East and West
Jersey. The latter was assigned to the Quakers. In 16S2, the heirs of Carteret sold his share to Quakers,

among whom, again, was William Penn, and all the territory became an asylum for the persecuted. The
ownership of the Jerseys proved a bad speculation, and in 1702 the proprietors surrendered them to the

crown. They were united, and for a while were under the jurisdiction of the governor of New York, yet

having a distinct Legislative Assembly. New Jersey was separated from New York :n 1738, and re-

mained a distinct province until she assumed the position of a sovereign state in 1776.

* Governor Stuyvesnnt's house was built of small yellow brick, imported from Holland, and stood near

the present St. Mark's church, between the Second and Third Avenues. I saw his well in 1851. in a vacant

lot between Eleventh and Twelfth Streets, nearly on a line with the rear of St. Mark's. A fine brick build-

ing now (1852) covers the spot. A pear-tree, imported from Holland in 1647, by Stuyvesant, and planted

in his garden, yet flourishes on the corner of Thirteenth Street and Third Avenue, the only living relic

which preserves the memory of the renowned Dutch governor. I saw it in May, 1852, white with blos-

soms, a patriarch two hundred and five years of age, standing in the midst of strangers, crowned with

the hoary honors of age and clustered with wonderful associations. An u'on railing protects it, and it may
survive a century longer.
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Leisler Chief Magistrate. His Persecution and Death. Suppression of Piracy. Captain Kidd.

quest was the work of treason, yet, as the royal libertine on the throne of England doubt-

less shared in the bribe, the traitor went unpunished. New Jersey and the settlements on

the Delaware yielded, and for a short period (from July, 1673, until November, 1674) New
York was again New Netherlands.'

During the period of twenty-four years from the English Conquest, until the Revolution,

when James was driven from the throne, democratic ideas rapidly expanded, and

democratic principles worked powerfully in New York. When, early in 1689,
the people heard of the overthrow of the bigot James, and the accession of William and

Mary, they appointed a Committee of Safety, and with almost unanimous voice approved

the act of Jacob Leisler, the commander of the militia, in taking possession of the fort in

the name of the new Protestant sovereigns. Nicholson, the royal governor, departed, and

with the consent of the people Leisler assumed the reigns of local rule until the king should

appoint a successor. This whole movement was the spontaneous act of the people, in

their sovereign capacity of self-governors. The aristocracy were offended ; denounced Leis-

ler as a usurper ; and when Governor Sloughter came, they represented the popular leader

as an enemy to the king and queen. Never was a man more loyal than Jacob Leisler
;

never was an accusation more false. His enemies resolved on his destruction, and succeeded.

Leisler and his son-in-law, Milborne, were ar-

rested, tried under a charge of treason, and

condemned to be hung. Sloughter withheld

his signature to the death-warrants until the

leaders of the aristocracy made him drunk at

a dinner party. He then signed the fatal instrument, and before he was sober, aMayie.

Leisler and Milborne were suspended upon a gallows^ on the verge of Beekman's ^'^'^^

Swamp, near the spot where Tammany Hall now stands. These were the proto-martyrs

of popular liberty in America."

Governor Sloughter, a man "licentious in his morals, avaricious, and poor,"' died o[ de-

liriiim tremefts two months after the death of Leisler, and was succeeded by Benjamin

Fletcher, another weak, dissolute man ;
" a soldier of fortune." Fletcher became the tool

of the aristocracy, and with their aid attempted to establish Episcopacy in New York, and

make it the legal religion of the province. The popular Assembly was too strong for them,

and defeated the scheme. Earl Bellomont,^ who succeeded Fletcher in 1698, was a better

and a wiser man. Death removed him just as his more liberal policy was about to bear

fruit, b and Edward Hyde (afterward Lord Cornbury), a libertine and a knave, cursed

the province with misrule for seven years, when the people successfully demanded his

recall. From that period until the arrival of William Cosby as governor, in 1732, the

royal representatives, unable to resist the will of the people, expressed by the popular As-

sembly, allowed democratic principles to grow and bear fruit. Rip van Dam, " a man of

the people," was acting governor when Cosby came. They soon quarreled, and two violent

parties arose ; the Democratic, who sided with Van Dam, and the Aristocratic, who sup-

' For interesting papers connected with this event, see Documentary History of New York, iii., 80-99
inclusive; also Valentine's Manual of the Common Council of New York, 1852, p. 415-435 inclusive.

^ Jacob Leisler wus a native of Frankfort, in Germany. He came to America in 1660, and after a
brief residence in Albany, he became a trader in New York. While on a voyage to Europe, he, with seven

others, was made a prisoner by the Turks, to whom he paid a high price for his ransom. Governor Don-
gan appointed him one of the commissioners of the Court of Admiralty in 1683. In 1689, while exercising

the functions of governor, he purchased New Rochelle for the persecuted Huguenots. His death, by the

violence of his enemies, lighted an intense flame of party spirit, which burned for many long years.

Abraham Gouverneur, Leisler's secretary, was condemned at the same time, but was pardoned. He
afterw-ard married the widow of Milborne, and became the ancestor of the large and respectable family of

Gouverneurs in this country, and its collateral branches. ^ Chief Justice Smith.
• It was during the administration of Bellomont, that efforts were made to suppress prevailing piracy.

The governor, Robert Livingston, and others, fitted out an expedition for the purpose, intrusted the com-
mand to the famous Captain Kidd, and were to share with him in all the profits arising from the capture

of piratical vessels. Kidd was hung as a pirate in 1701, apparently the victim of a political conspiracy.
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Attempt to Muzzle the Press. Triumph of Democracy. The Negro Plot. Death of Su- Danvers Osbom.

ported the governor. Each party had a newspaper at command,' and the war of words

raged violently. The governor finally ordered Zenger, the publisher of the paper opposed

to him, to be arrested on a charge of libel. After an imprisonment of thirty-five weeks,

Zenger was tried and acquitted by a jury. The excitement was intense, and, as on other

occasions, the heat of party zeal stimulated the growth of democratic ideas.

°

The remarkable event in the history of judicial proceedings, known as The Negro Plot,

occurred in the city of New York in 1741. The idea became prevalent that numerous

negro slaves in the city had conspired to burn the town, murder the white people, and set

up a government under a man of their own color. A panic appeared to subvert all reason

and common sense, and before it was allayed, four white people were hanged ; eleven ne-

groes were burned, eighteen were hanged, and fifty were transported to the West Indies and

sold. All the local histories contain accounts of this afi'air in detail.

During the administration of George Clinton (of the family of the Earls of Lincoln), from

1743 till 1753, disputes ran high between the government and the people. Clinton's

haughty demeanor, exactions, and injudicious assumption of privileges, disgusted the people,

and they treated him with scorn. Clinton menaced them with punishments ; they defied

him, and boldly pronounced his conduct "arbitrary, illegal, and a violation of their rights."

Yielding to the democratic pressure, Clinton left the province, and was succeeded by Sir Dan-

vers Osborn, on whose goodness and integrity the people relied for quiet and just rule. Four

« s t 12 "^^y^ after his accessiona to office, he went down into the suicide's grave," and his

1753. deputy, James Delancey, officiated as governor. The " Seven Years' War," now
kindling in Europe, and its counterpart in America, the " French and Indian War," ab-

sorbed public attention, and the local politics of New York became, in a measure, a second-

ary consideration with the people.'' In that war, the people of New York, like those of

her sister colonies, perceived their true strength, and learned a lesson of vast importance to

them in the crisis which was now approaching. We have too often, in these volumes, con-

sidered the events which led to this crisis—the open resistance of the people to the supreme

government—to require a repetition here, except those circumstances of local interest which

marked the reception of the Stamp Act in New York.

When intelligence of the passage of the Stamp Act came over the sea, the people of New
York boldly avowed their opposition. Cadwallader Colden,'' a venerable Scotchman of

' The Democratic paper was published by John Peter Zenger, and was called The New York Weekly

Journal ; the aristocratic paper was published by William Bradford, formerly of Philadelphia (see page

258), and was called The Neiv York Gazette. The latter was established in 1725, and the former in 1726.

Bradford had been in the printing business in New York since 1693. His was the first newspaper printed

in the colony.

^ This was the first attempt in New York to muzzle the press. Andrew Hamilton, of Philadelphia, was

Zenger's counsel ; and the people, to express their approbation of the verdict, entertained Hamilton at a

public dinner, and the corporation presented him with the freedom of the city in a gold box. On his de-

parture, he was honored with salutes of cannon.
^ The loss of his wife had preyed upon the cheerfulness of Osborn, and he had become almost a misan-

thrope. Dismayed by the cares and perplexities of office which he saw awaited him, he hung himself with

a handkerchief upon the garden fence of his residence.
•• We have already considered, in the first volume, the convention of colonial delegates at Albany in 1754,

and the part which New York took in the war which ensued, and continued until 1763.

^ Colden was one of the -most active and useful of the public men of New York before the Revolution.

From a well-written memoir of him, by the pen of John W. Francis, M.D., of the city of New York, and

published in The American Medical and Philosophical Register (January, 1811, volume i.), I have gleaned

the materials for the following brief sketch :

Cadwallader Colden was the son of a Scotch minister of the Gospel, and was born at Dunse, in Scotland,

on the seventeenth of February, 1688. He was educated at the University of Edinburgh, where he com-

pleted his collegiate studies in 1705, at the early age of seventeen years. He then devoted three years to

the study of mathematics and medical science, when he came to America, and remained here five years,

practicing the profession of a physician. He returned to Great Britain in 1715, and in London became ac-

quainted with the leading minds of the day ;
among others, with Halley the astronomer. He married a

young lady in Scotland, and returned, with her, to America in 1716. They settled in the city of New York

in 1718, and soon afterward Colden abandoned his profession for employments in public life. He became

the surveyor general of the province, a master in Chancery, and a member of the Governor's Council.
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Cadwallader Golden. Sons of Liberty. Place of Meeting. Newspapers in the City.

'^?^,

deal of trouble.' The news-

papers spoke out moderately

but manly, and there were

{QVi persons who openly ad-

vocated the Stamp Act. As
the day approached when
the act was to be put in

force, !i the tone of ,, ,' a Nov. 1,

the press and the i''^65.

people became more defi-

ant,* and it was resolved not

to allow the stamps to be

landed. A general meeting

of the citizens was

held on the even-

ing of the thirty-

first of October,'

when two hundred

of the act ; a Committee of

to force James M'Evers, the

eighty years was acting gov-

ernor, and his council were

men of the highest character

in the province. Golden was

a liberal-minded man, yet

duty to his sovereign com-

pelled him to discountenance

the proceedings of the peo-

ple, and his name appears in

the records as the enemy of

civil freedom. The Sons of
^

Liberty, who organized at

this time throughout the col-

onies, though not

numerous at first

m New York, were

very active, and

gave Golden a great

merchants appended their names to resolutions condemnatory

Correspondence was appointed,^ and measures were adopted

appointed stamp distributor, to resign his commission.

About 1750, he obtained a patent for a large tract of land near Newburgh, in Orange county, which was
called Coldenham, where he resided with his family a great portion of his time, after 1755. In 1760, he

was appointed lieutenant governor, and held that office until a year before his death. On account of the

absence or death of the governor-in-chief, Golden often exercised the functions of chief magistrate. Such
was his position when the Stamp Act excitement prevailed. He was relieved from olllee in 1775, when
he retired to his seat at Flushing. He died there on the twenty-eighth of September, 1776, a few days
after the great fire broke out, which consumed a large portion of the city of New York.

Doctor Golden was a close student and keen observer through life, and he enriched medical and other
scientific works by numerous treatises from his pen. His "History of the Five Nations of Indians" is a
work of great research and observation, and is now much sought after by scholars. Botany was his de-
light, and with Linnaeus, the great master of the science, he was a constant and valued correspondent for

many years. Almost all of the eminent scientific men of Europe became his correspondents, and Franklin
and other leading men in America were his intimate epistolary friends. Doctor Golden paid much atten-

tion to the art of printing, w^-ote upon the subject, and was a real, if not the original, inventor of the process
called stereotyping. To Doctor Francis I am indebted for a fine copy of the portrait of Golden, from which
the one here given was made.

' The association in New York had a correspondent (Nicholas Ray) in London, to whom they gave reg-
ular accounts of their proceedings, and from whom they as regularly received intelligence of the move-
ments of the ministry. The most prominent men of the association in the province of New York were
Isaac Sears, John Lamb, Alexander M'Dougal, Marinus Willett, William Wiley, Edward Laiffht, Thomas
Robinson, Hugh Hughes, Flores Bancker, Gharles Nicoll, Joseph Allicock, and Gershom Mott, of New
York city

;
Jeremiah van Rensselaer, Myndert Rosenboom, Robert Henry, Volkert P. Dow, Jelles Fonda,

and Thomas Young, of Albany and Tryon counties
;
John Sloss Hobart, Gilbert Potter, Thomas Brush, Gor-

nelius Gonklin, and Nathan Williams, of Huntington, Long Island
; George Townsend, Barak Sneething, Ben-

jamin Townsend, George and Michael Weekes, and Rowland Chambers, of Oyster Bay, Lon<j Island.

The house of Richard Howard, " in the fields" (now the Park), which stood very near the site of How-
ard's Irving House, on the corner of Broadway and Ghamber Street, was the usual place of meetino- of the
Sons of Liberty. They also met at Bardin's (afterward Abraham Montague's) which stood on the site of
Francis's bookstore, on Broadway, near Murray Street. To this house a garden was attached, which ex-
tended as far as the present Ghurch Street, and was a place of public resort.

^ There were only three newspapers in the city of New York, then containing a population of about sev-
enteen thousand. These were The New York Mercury, published by Hugh Gaine ; The New York Weekly
Gazette, by William Weyman

; and The Nnv York Gazette (formerly Parker's paper), by John Holt. The
latter commenced the publication of his Nciv York Joxanal in 1766.

3 This meeting was held at Burns's " King's Arms," the present house fronting the " Atlantic Garden,"
No. 9 Broadway.

* The following-named persons constituted the committee : Isaac Sears, John Lamb, Gershom Mott.
William Wiley, and Thomas Robinson. There was also a Committee of Vigilance organized at about the
same time, consisting of fifty-one persons.
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Arrival of Stamps. The People demand them. Golden burned in Effigy. Destruction of James's Property.

The stamps arrived on the twenty-third of October, and M'Evers, already alarmed by

the manifestation of the public feeling, refusing to receive them, they were placed in the

hands of Lieutenant-governor Golden (who resided within Fort George) for safe keeping.

hOKT (jEOIlGL nu M IHh UAIPU HiUNT Oh THE PRtSENT
Castle Garden.

The garrison M'as strong, and under the commanc

of General Gage, then chief captain of the Brit-

ish troops in America. In view of impending

troubles. Golden had strengthened the fort and replenished the magazine. A knowledge

of these facts increased the indignation of the people, but did not alter their resolution. Not-

withstanding armed ships were riding in the harbor, and the guns of the fort were point-

ed upon the town, the people assembled in great numbers, appeared before the fort, and de-

manded the delivery of the stamps to their appointed leader. A refusal was answered by

defiant shouts, and half an hour afterward the lieutenant governor was hung in effigy,' in

" the fields," near the spot where Leisler was gibbeted seventy-five years before. Thence

they paraded through the streets, back to the fort, dragged Golden's fine coach to the open

space in front, tore down the wooden fence around the BowUng Green, and after making a

pile, cast the coach* and effigy upon it, and set fire to and consumed all together. The

mob then proceeded out of town to the beautiful residence of Major James, of the royal ar-

tillery, Avhcre they destroyed his fine library, works of art and furniture, and desolated his

choice garden.' Isaac Sears and others, leaders of the Sons of Liberty, who had issued

strict orders forbidding injury to private property, endeavored to restrain the mob, but the

storm they had raised could not be quieted till the appetite for violence was appeased.

After parading the streets, with the Stamp Act printed upon large sheets, and raised upon

poles, headed " England's Folly and America's Ruin," the populace quietly dispersed to

their homes.'

' The effigy had a drum upon it.s back, a label on its breast, and in one hand a stamped paper. The

drum was in^'allusion to the fact that Golden was a drummer in the army of the Scotch Pretender in 1715.

An effigy of the devil hung by his side, with a boot in his hand, to indicate the people's detestation of the

Earl of Bute. By the advice of Golden, Gage wisely refrained from firmg upon the people while these

outrages were occurring.
^ There were only three or four coaches in the city at that time, and as they belonged to wealthy friends

of o-overnment, they were considered by the people evidences of aristocratic pride. Such was the prej-

udice against the name of coach, that Robert Murray, a Quaker merchant who owned one, called his " a

leathern conveniency." Mr. Murray owned a country seat near the intersection of Fourth and Fifth Av-

enues, and Thirty-sixth and Fortieth Streets, long known as Murray Hill. Golden's coach was made in

Eno-land for Sir Henry Moore, the absent governor-in-chief at the time. Golden's coach-house and stables

were outside the fort, and easy of access by the populace. •

» James's house stood on an eminence a little east of the present intersection of Anthony Street and West

Broadway, and was called Ranelagh. I find in the newspapers of the day, the Ranelagh Garden advertised,

a few months after this outrage, by .John Jones, as a place of public resort, where fiie-works were exhibit-

ed and refreshments furnished. Vauxhall, the seat of Sir Peter Warren, was at the foot of Warren Street.

* During the evening of excitement, the cannons on Capsey battery (near the present flag-statf, toward
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Stamps delivered to the Mayor. Quiet. Repeal of the Act. Rejoicings. Pitt's Statue.

Excitement still prevailed in the city, when Golden, perceiving further resistance to the

will of the people unavailing, ordered the stamps to be delivered to the Mayor (Cruger) and

Common Council, the former giving a receipt for the same, and the corporation agreeing to

pay for all stamps that should be destroyed or lost.' This was satisfactory to the people,

and quiet was restored. Yet the colonists were no less vigilant, and efforts to enfore a re-

peal of the obnoxious act were every where made. Non-importation agreements were nu-

merously signed ;
the hum of spinning-wheels and the clatter of shuttles were heard in al-

most every household, and rich men and women, who commonly walked in broadcloths and

brocades, now appeared, on all occasions, in homespun garments.

On Tuesday, the sixth of May, a the joyful intelligence of the repeal of the Stamp
^^^^^

Act reached New York.' The city was filled with delight. Bells rung a merry

peal, cannons roared, and placards every where appeared, calling a meeting of the citizens

at Howard's the next day to celebrate the event. Hundreds assembled, and marching in

procession to " the fields," they fired a royal salute of twenty-one guns upon the spot where

the City Hall now stands. An immense table was spread at Howard's, where the Sons of

Liberty feasted, and drank twenty-eight " loyal and constitutional toasts." The city was

illuminated in the evening, and bonfires blazed at every corner. Another celebration was

had on the king's birth-day, b under the auspices of Governor Moore. The gov- bj„ng4

ernor, council, military officers, and the clergy, dined at the King's Arms (now At- I'^^e.

lantic Garden), where General Gage resided, and great rejoicings were had by the people

in " the fields.'" The Sons of Liberty feasted at Montagne's, and

with the sanction of the governor, they erected a mast (afterward

called Liberty Pole) a little northeast of the present City Hall, in

front of Warren Street. It was inscribed, " To his 77iost gracious

Majesty, George the Third, Mr. Pitt, and LibertyT The loyalty

of the people, and their idolatry of Pitt, were boundless, and at a

meeting at the Coffee House, <= corner of Dock (now Pearl)

and Wall Streets, a petition was numerously signed, pray-

ing the Assembly to erect a statue to the great commoner. The

Assembly complied, and on the same day voted an equestrian statue

in honor of the king. These were erected in 1770, but within

six years that of the king was destroyed by the Pwepublicans, and

Pitt's was mutilated by the Royalists soon afterwards.^

Even while the people were singing alleluiahs, there were some

in New York, who, like Christopher Gadsden of Charleston (see

page 748), were sagacious enough to perceive the tendency of Pitt's

Declaratory Act, which accompanied the Repeal Bill, and were

bold enough to warn the people, even in the midst of the loyal ex-

citement. The liberal press of England immediately denounced
Remains of Pitt's Statue

the Whitehall end of the Battery), and also several in the government store-yard nearby, were spiked, and

rendered unfit for service.

I Less than a month after this, some stamps, which were brought in a brig, were disposed of in a more

summary way. Ten boxes of them were seized by some of the citizens, put into a boat, and taken to the

ship-yards at the foot of the present Catharine Street, on the East river, where they were burned in a tar

barrel. Governor Sir Henry Moore arrived on the third of December, and his conciliatory course tended

to confirm the quiet which Golden had restored to the province.

^ The intelligence was brought by Major James, who came passenger in the Hynde, from Plymouth.

She was six weeks on her voyage.
' An ox was roasted whole ; twenty-five barrels of beer and a hogshead of rum were opened for the

populace ;
twenty-five pieces of cannon, ranged in a row where the City Hall now stands, thundered a

royal' salute; and in the evening twenty-five tar barrels, hoisted upon poles, were burned, and gorgeous

fire-works were exhibited at Bowling Green.
•• The statue of the king was placed in the center of the Bowling Green, and the iron railing which now

incloses the spot was placed there for its protection. We shall notice it more in detail presently.

The statue of Pitt was pedestrian, and made of marble. It was placed at the intersection of Wdliam

uttd Wall Streets. The figure was in a Roman habit ; in one hand was a scroll partly open, on which
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Murmuring against the Mutiny Act Liberty Pole several times cut down. Excitement Pitt Caricatured.

it,* and Pitt's plea of expediency could hardly save him from the anathemas of the Amer-

icans, when they gravely considered the matter. However, the Sons of Liberty regarded

the repeal of the Stamp Act as a secession of the ministry from their authoritative position,

and believing that a full redress of grievances complained of would follow, they dissolved

their association, but agreed to meet each year on the anniversary of the repeal, to celebrate

the event.

Before the echoes of repeal rejoicings had died away, the low mutterings of another storm

were heard. When intelligence of the Stamp Act riots reached England, Parliament passed

the Mutiny Act, which provided for the quartering of troops in America, at the partial ex-

pense of the colonists themselves. In June, Governor Moore informed the people of New
York that he hourly expected the arrival of a re-enforcement for the garrison, and that he

desired the Assembly to make immediate provisions for them, according to the demands of

the Mutiny Act. The Sons of Liberty were aroused, and at a meeting at Montagne's, they

solemnly resolved to resist this new measure of oppression to the uttermost. The troops

came ; angry feelings were soon excited between them and the people, and thirty-six days

after the Liberty Pole was erected with so much harmony and loyalty it was cut down by

a Aug. 16, the insolent soldiery. a The people re-erected it the next evening, in the face of
^''^^- the armed mercenaries ; not, however, without a fracas, in which blood was shed."

b Sept. 23. ^ little more than a month afterward, b the soldiers again prostrated the Liberty

Pole, and again the people upreared it, and from its top they flung the British banner to

c Sept 25. ^he breeze. c The autumn and winter passed without serious trouble in the city,

d March 18, but when the people met to celebrate the anniversary of the repeal, d and with
1/67. great rejoicings inaugurated the " mast" as a " Liberty Pole," the soldiers again

interfered, and that night the cherished emblem of freedom was prostrated for the third time.

The people again erected it, bound it with iron, and placed a guard there. The soldiers

came with loaded muskets, e fired two random shots into Montagne's house, where
e March '""3

, .

the Sons of Liberty were assembled, and attempted to drive the people from " the

fields." Fearful retaliation would have followed this atrocious act, had not the governor

interfered and ordered the soldiers to refrain from further aggressive movements. On the

king's birth-day, f they made another unsuccessful attempt to destroy the Liberty

Pole, but it stood in proud defiance until 1770, when armed men came from the

^^irio^'
barracks at midnight, ff prostrated it, sawed it in pieces, and then piled it up in front

of Montagne's. The perpetrators were discovered, the bell of St. George's Chapel,

in Beekman Street, was rung, and early the next morning three thousand people stood around

the stump of the pole, and, by resolutions, declared their rights, and their determination to

maintain them. For three days the most intense excitement prevailed. In frequent affrays

with the citizens, the soldiers were generally worsted ; and in a severe conflict on Golden

was inscribed Articuli Magna Charta Libertatum. The left hand was extended in oratorical attitude.

On the south side of the pedestal was the following inscription :
" This statue of the Right Honorable

William Pitt, earl of Chatham, was erected as a public testimony of the grateful sense the colony of New
York retains of the many services he rendered to America, particularly in promoting the repeal of the

Stamp Act. Anno Dom., 1770."

While the British soldiers occupied the city they knocked off the head and arms of the statue, and other

wise defaced it. It was removed after the war, and for many years laid among rubbish in the corpora-

tion-yard, from which it was conveyed by Mr. Riley, of the Fifth Ward Hotel, to the corner of his house,

within an iron railing, where it yet (1852) remains. The engraving on the preceding page is a repre

sentation of its present appearance.
' A caricature appeared in London, which represented Pitt upon stilts, his

gouty leg resting on the Royal Exchange, in the midst of bubbles inscribed

War, Peace, &c. This stilt was called Popularity. The other stilt, called Se-

dition, he stretched over the sea toward New York, fishing for popularity in

the Atlantic. The staff on which he leaned was called Pension. This cari-

cature was entitled The Colossus, and was accompanied by five satirical verses

in broken English, as if spoken by a Frenchman.
^ No citizen was killed, or verv seriously wounded. Isaac Sears and John

Berhen eat-n received a wound.
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Soldiers Disarmed. Fifth Liberty Pole. Political Coalition. Public Sentiment. John Lamb.

Hill (ClifF Street, between Fulton Street and Maiden Lane), near Burling Slip, several of

the soldiers were disarmed.^ Quiet was at length restored ; the people erected another

Liberty Pole^- upon private ground purchased for the purpose, upon Broadway, near

Warren Street, and a (ew days afterward the soldiers departed for Boston.' This

fifth Liberty Pole remained untouched as a rallying-place for the Whigs until 1776, when
it was hewn down by Cunningham, the notorious provost marshal, who, it is said, had been

whipped at its foot.

The Colonial Assembly steadily refused compliance with the demands of the Mutiny Act,

until Parliament, early in 1767, passed an act "prohibiting the governor, council, and As-

sembly of New York passing any legislative act for any purpose whatever," when partial

concessions were made. A new Assembly was convened in 1768.^ It was com- ^^, ,

. . b FeD. 11.

posed of less pliable material than the other, and, notwithstanding the imperial

government made the province feel the weight of its displeasure, and would not recede from

its position of absolute master, the Assembly refused submission, until May, 1769, when an

appropriation was made for the support of the troops. In the autumn of that year Sir

Henry Moore died,^ and the reins of government were again held by Golden. Soon

an unlooked for coalition between Golden and Delancey, the leaders of opposing

parties, appeared. Opposite political elements seemed to

assimilate, and the leaven of aristocracy began its work

in the Assembly. A game for political power, based

upon a money scheme, was commenced, which menaced

the liberties of the people.^ The popular leaders sound-

ed the alarm, and an inflammatory hand-bill appeared,

J

dDec. ic, signed "A Son of Liberty," calling a meet-
1769. jjjg (jf ,, ^Yie betrayed inhabitants in the fields."

It denounced the money scheme, the pliancy of the

Assembly, and the unnatural coalition of Golden and

Delancey, as omens of danger to the state. A large

concourse of people assembled around the Liberty Pole

the next day. They were harangued by John Lamb,*

one of the most ardent of the Sons of Liberty, and by ^f

' The late Col. Michael Smith, who died in New York in April, 1846, at the age of ninety-six years,

was then a young man of twenty. He was engaged in the affray, and was one of those who disarmed the

soldiers. I have seen the musket which he seized at the time, and which, as a soldier, he bore throughout

the war that soon followed. It is a very heavy Tower gun, and is preserved by his family as a precious

heir-loom.

^ At this time the true Sons of Liberty were excluded from Montagne's by those who were active with

them in 1765, but now leaned toward the government side. With these Montague sympathized, and to

them he hired his rooms, when the day approached for celebrating the repeal of the Stamp Act. The pa-

triots purchased a small house at the corner of Broadway and the Bowery road (where Barnum's American

Museum now stands), named it Hampden Hall, and that was their place of assemblage during the four

years preceding the bursting forth of the storm of the Revolution.—See Holt's Journal (supplement), No.

1418.
* This was the issuing of bills of credit, on the security of the province, to the amount of one hundred

and twenty thousand pounds, to be loaned to the people, the interest to be applied to defraying the expens-

es of the colonial government. It was none other than a Monster Bank, without checks, and was intended

to cheat the people into a compliance with the requirements of the Mutiny Act, by the indirect method of

applying the profits to that purpose.
* John Lamb was born in the city of New York, on the first of January, 1735. In early youth he fol-

lowed the occupation of his father (optician and mathematical instrument maker), but in 1760 entered into

the liquor trade. He was a good writer and fluent speaker, both of which accomplishments he brought

into use when the troubles with Great Britain began. He was active in all the preliminary scenes of the

Revolution in New York, and in 1775 received a captain's commission. He accompanied Montgomery to

Quebec, was active and brave during the siege, and was wounded and made prisoner at the close. He
retired to New York the ensuing summer, was promoted to mayor, and attached to the regiment of artil-

lery under Knox. As we have met him at various times in his military career, we will not stop to re-

peat the story of his services. He was elected to a seat in the New York Assembly at the close of the
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M'Dougal Imprisoned. Partial Triumph of Toryism. Arrival of a Tea-ship. Destruction of Tea.

a vote unanimously condemned the action of the Assembly. They communicated their

sentiments to that body by a committee,' when the Assembly adopted measures for the dis-

covery and punishment of the author of the obnoxious hand-bill. Lamb was cited before

the House, but was soon discharged ; and the guilt being fixed upon Alexander M'Dougal

(the Pvevolutionary general, subsequently) by the printer, he was arrested, and refusing to

make any acknowledgment or to give bail, he was cast into prison, where he remained

about fourteen weeks, until arraigned for trial. He then pleaded not guilty, gave bail,

was arraigned before the House several months afterward (when he was defended by George

Clinton), and was again put in prison for contempt. He was soon released, and was never

troubled with the matter afterward. These proceedings engendered dissatisfaction. Pop-

ular opinion was with M'Dougal, and men and women flocked to the prison to sympathize

with him. The growth of democratic principles was promoted by these events.

Gradually the Loyalist party gained ascendency in the Legislature, and the influence of

that body was felt among the people. Non-importation agreements were disregarded, and

only the Hampden Hall Sons of Liberty maintained the integrity of their principles. Dis-

affection appeared among the members of the general committee of One Hundred, and of

the vigilance committee of Fifty-one, recently organized. The Loyalists rejoiced, and Riv-

ington printed in his Gazetteer,

" And so my good masters, I find it no joke,

For York has stepp'd forward and thrown off the yoke

Of Congress, committees, and even King Sears,

Who shows you good nature by showing his ears."

Yet the great mass of the people remained sufficiently democratic to preserve a spirit of

hostility to oppressive government measures. We need not here repeat the story of Britain's

sins and America's endurance. New York shared in common with the other colonies, and

• July 3 when Tryon came from North Carolina^ to rule the province, he found the same
I'^'^'i- loathing for petty tyranny and aristocratic assumptions. Comparative quiet pre-

vailed, however, until intelligence of Lord North's Tea Act came. The flame of excite-

ment then burst out in New York as suddenly and fiercely as in Boston. The Sons of

Liberty reorganized ; the Committee of Correspondence resumed its labors ; tea commis-

sioners and stamp distributors were considered co-workers in iniquity, and in front of the

Coffee House in Wall Street, an effigy of Kelly, a New Yorker in London, who had rid-

KNov. 5, iculcd popular indignation here, was burned. b The fire in Hampden Hall spread

1773. among the people, and when Captain Lockyier, of the Nancy, the first tea-ship

that came, arrived at Sandy Hook, he heeded the advice of the pilot, and went up to the

city without his vessel. The " Mohawks"^ were warned to be in readiness, and the people

resolved that no tea should be landed. Captain Lockyier's conference with the committee

satisfied him that he had no fair alternative but to return to England with his cargo.

Even while he was ashore, a merchant vessel (Captain Chambers) arrived with eighteen

chests of tea hidden among its cargo. The vigilant Sons of Liberty searched his vessel,

cast his tea into the harbor, and advised him to leave port as soon as possible. He heeded

the advice, and left New York with Lockyier, while the people crowded the wharf at

Whitehall, shouted a farewell, and amid cannon peals hoisted the royal flag upon the Lib-

erty Pole in token of triumph.

war, and was active in civil services until the organization of government under the Federal Constitution,

when Washington appointed him collector of customs for the port of New York. He held this office until

his death, which occurred on the thirty-first of May, 1800. Never was there a purer patriot or more hon-

est man than John Lamb.
' The committee consisted of Lsaac Sears, Caspar Wistar, Alexander M'Dougal, Jacobus van Zandt,

Samuel Broome, Erasmus Williams, and James van Varck (Varick).

* When it was known that tea-ships were on their way, a notice appeared in Holt's journal, calling the

" Mohawks"' to action. There appeared to be the same understanding in New York as in Boston, that

tea was to be destroyed, if necessary, by men disguised as Indians.
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New Parties. Meeting of Provincial Congress. Arrest of Captain Sears. Seizure of Arms. Post-office.

Loyalty and timidity again developed their fruit in the Revolutionary committees, and
by adroit management moderate men and royalists gained the ascendency. Afraid oj^enly

to oppose the popular will, they insidiously cast obstacles in the way of efficient co-operation

with other colonies. Soon two distinct parties were formed among professed Republicans,

marked by a line of social distinction—the Patricians and the Tribunes—the merchants
and gentry, and the mechanics. They coalesced, however, in the nomination of delegates

to the Continental Congress, and on the twenty-seventh of July, a the people, by unan-

imous voice, ratified their choice.' This was an act of the people alone, for the As-

sembly, too timid or too loyal, refrained from any expression of opinion concerning the pro-

posed Congress.'^

The American Associatio?i, adopted by the first Continental Congress, was popular in

New York, and a committee of sixty was immediately organized to enforce its provisions.

Warmly supported by the true Sons of Liberty, they took the lead in political matters

By their recommendation, the people in the several counties chose representatives for a Pro-

vincial Congress, and on the twenty-second of May, 1775, that body convened in the Ex-
change, at the foot of Broad Street, in New York.^ The General Assembly had adjourned

a month previously, and never met again.*

The great crisis M'as now approaching, and the occurrence of many local circumstances

inflamed the minds of the people, and prepared them for open rebellion." Intelligence of

the martyrdom of patriots at Lexington and Concord came at the moment when Captain
Sears, the popular leader, was in official custody, b because he had made, it was al- ^^ ^.j, 0,1

ieged, treasonable propositions." Aroused by that first clarion-blast of war, the i'^~o-

' Philip Living.ston, John Jay, James Duane, John Alsop, and Isaac Low were chosen. Thej' were adopt-
ed as delegates by other districts, and the name of Henry Wisner was afterward added. The people of

Suffolk county elected William Floyd, and the credentials of all were presented together.
2 Governor Tryon's house was destroyed by fire at midnight on the twenty-ninth of December, 1773.

So rapidly did the flames spread, that the governor's family had great dilFiculty in escapin<T, and Elizabeth
Garret, a servant girl sixteen years of age, perished in the flames. The governor lost all of his personal
effects. The Assembly made him a present of twenty thousand dollars in consideration of his misfortune.
The great seal of the province was found among the ashes, two days after the fire, uninjured. Tryon
went to England in April, 1774, and on his departure he was honored with addresses

; a public dinner by
the Common Council; a ball by General Haldimand, then in command of the troops; and King's (now
Columbia) College, then under the care of Dr. Cooper, conferred upon him the degree of LL.D.

^ Peter van Brugh Livingston was chosen president, Volkcrt P. Douw, vice-president, and John M'Kis-
son and Robert Benson, secretaries. Nathaniel Woodhull, of Suffolk county, was soon afterward called Xi>

the presidential chair. He was appointed a brigadier the following year.
* Fifteen of the twenty-four members of the Assembly were Loyalists, and during their last se.s.sion, ef-

forts to pass resolutions approvincr the proceedings of the Continental Congress were fruitless. A motion
to that effect, offered by Nathaniel Woodhull (afterward slain by the British), was lost by a party vote.

Those who voted in the affn-mative were George Clinton, Nathaniel Woodhull, Philip Schuyler. Abraham
Tenbroeck, Philip Livingston, Captain Seaman, and Mes.srs. Boerum, Thomas, and De Witt.

•5 On the twentieth of December, the ship Lady Gage, commanded by Captain Thomas Mesnard, arrived
with ten cases and three boxes of arms, and a barrel of gunpowder, consigned to Walter Franklin. The
collector ordered these to be seized, because, as he alleged, they had been lying in Franklin's warehouse
several days without cockets. While on their way to the custom-house, a small party of the Sons of Lib-
<;rty took them from the officers in charge, but before they could conceal them, they were retaken and
jilaced on board an armed ship in the harbor. On the same day a letter for the collector was put in the

post-office,* containing menaces of vengeance, and that night a very inflammatory hand-bill was left at al-

most every door in the city.f

^' When General Gage began to fortify Boston Neck, the people refused him labor and materials ; and
in the spring of 1775, he sent to New York for both, in order to erect barracks for the soldiers on Boston
Common. The patriots were informed that a sloop laden with boards was about to sail for Boston. A
meeting was called at the CoflTee-house, and it was resolved to seize the vessel. At that meeting, Sear.'^

exhorted the people to arm themselves with muskets and twenty-four ball-cartridges each. For this he
was arrested and taken before the mayor. He refused to give bail, and was about to be carried to prison.

* A scheme for the establishment of an independent post-office, proposed by WilHam Goddard, the publisher of the Mary-
land Journal, was put into partial operation in 177.5, and on the eleventh of May, John Holt, the printer, was appointed post-

master. The office was kept at Holt's printing-house.

t This is supposed to have been written by John Lamb. To avoid being betrayed, the Sons of Liberty went to Holt's print-

ing-house at night, and put in type and printed tlieir hand-bills themselves, and then circulated them through the town.

IL E E E
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Arming of the People. Closing of the Customhouse. Arms seized by the Sons of Liberty. Fortifications Ordered.

people took possession of the City Hall, armed themselves, and with Lamb and Willett at

their head, they embargoed all vessels in the harbor laden with provisions for the British

army in Boston. They did more ; Andrew Elliott, the collector, forbade the landing of a

cargo of rum for the patriots. Sears and Lamb ordered the vessel to Cruger's Wharf (be-

tween Coenties' and Old Slips), landed the rum, and carted it to its destination in the city
;

then returning to the custom-house, they demanded and received the keys, dismissed the

employees, and closed the buildina^.^ When thev had committed this overt act of
a May 2.

"^ ° ^

.

treason, they boldly gave notice of the fact to their brethren in other cities. Per-

sons known to be engaged in sending provisions to the British ships in the harbor were

seized, and general alarm pervaded the Tory ranks. ^ A grand Committee of Safety, con-

sisting of one hundred of the most respectable citizens, was now organized; a military as-

sociation for practice in the use of fire-arms was formed, under Samuel Broome ; a pledge

(see page 384, volume i.) was circulated, and numerously signed ; six hundred stand of

arms were taken from the city arsenals by the committee, and distributed among the cit-

izens ; and when an Irish battalion (the last remains of the garrison in Fort George), imder

Major Moncrief, were on their way to a vessel bound for Boston, with a quantity of spare

arms in boxes upon wagons, Marinus Willett and a small body of Sons of Liberty, encour-

aged by a short harangue by John Morin Scott, boldly confronted the soldiers, seized the

ijan. 23, arms, and carried them back to the now deserted fort.h These arms were after-

^"•^- ward used by Gansevoort's regiment, of which Willett was lieutenant colonel.

^^ When the Provincial Congress assembled, c its complexion disappointed the people.

Toryism and timidity prevailed in that Assembly, and the elaboration of schemes for

conciliation, instead of measures for defense, occupied the majority. Hard pressed by public

opinion,^ and the influence of important events daily transpiring, they were obliged to yield.

Four regiments were authorized to be raised ;'' fortifications at King's Bridge^ were ordered,

and measures were taken to fortify the Hudson passes in the Highlands. In the mean while,

the patriots gathered in force around Boston ; the battle of Bunker Hill was fought ; a

Continental army was organized, and George Washington appointed the commander-in-

chief" Rumors of the approach of troops from Ireland came, and the Provincial Congress,

when the people took him from the officers, and bore him in triumph through the town, preceded by a band
of music and a banner. That night Sears addressed the people in '"the fields," and a few days afterward

he was elected a member of the Provincial Congress. The names of Burling, Ivers, Alner, M'Dougal,
Roorbach, and Richard Livingston are preserved as among those of Sears's friends on that occasion.

^ This is a corruption of Countess's Slip, a name given to it in honor of the Countess Bellomont, the

child-wife of Governor Bellomont. She was a mother at the age of thirteen.

^ Dr. Cooper, the president of King's (now Columbia) College, becoming alarmed, soon afterward fled

to Stuyvesant's house, near the East River, where he remained concealed, under the impression that the

Whigs were trying to seize him. He finally escaped to the Asia man-of-war. He had written much in

favor of Episcopacy in America, and was a decided Loyalist; so decided, that, next to Tryon, Colden, and

Mayor Hicks, he was most detested by the Whigs. Dr. Cooper was eminent for his learning. He suc-

ceeded Dr. Johnson as president of the college in 1763. Soon after his flight he went to England. He
died suddenly in Edinburgh, on the first of May, 1785, at the age of fifty years, and was buried in the Epis-

copal chapel there.

^ New York has been unjustly taunted for its adherence to royalt}', when the curtain of the Revolution-

ary drama was first lifted in 1775. Family influence was very great in that colony, and through it the

General Assembly and the Provincial Congress were very loyally inclined. But the masses were chiefly

republican in feeling, and when Toryism was fairly crushed out of the popular Assemblv hy pressure from

without, no state was more patriotic. With a population of onlv one hundred and sixtv-four thousand, of

whom thirtv-two thousand five hundred were liable to do militia duty, New York furnished seventeen

thousand seven hundred and eighty-one soldiers for the Continental army ; over three thousand more than

Congress required.—Judge Campbell's Address before the New York Hi-storical Society, 1850.
• These were commanded by colonels M'Dougal, James Clinton, Rilzema, and Wvnkoop. Herman

Zedwitz, a Prussian, was M'Dougal's first major. Ritzema joined the Royal army after the battle at

White Plains ; and about the same time Zedwitz was cashiered for attempting a treasonable correspond-

ence with Tryon.
^ King's Bridge spans Spyt den Duyvel Creek, at the northern end of York Island. The first structure

ihere was of wood, erected at the expense of the colony in 1691, and was called the King's bridge.

® For a notice of Washington's arrival in New York, when on his way to Cambridge, see vol. i., page 564.
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Wooster and his Troops at Harlem. Capture of British Stores. Turtle Bay. Committee of One Hundred.

b July 20.

somewhat purged of its Toryism by intelligence from the East, invited General Wooster,
then in command of eighteen hundred Connecticut

militia at Greenwich, to come to the defense ofNew
York. .He encamped at Harlern^^ for sev-

eral weeks, sent detachments to beat off

marauders, who were carrying away the cattle of

Long Island to the British army in Boston, and

by his presence made the New York patriots bold

and active. At midnight^ they captured

British stores at Turtle Bay, and sent pait ^
to the grand army at Boston and a part to the

troops then collecting on Lake Champlain to in-

vade Canada ; they also seized a tender, with stoies,

belonging to the Asia, and took possession of pro-

visions and clothing deposited at Greenwich' by the

government.^

Governor Tryon returned to New York in the Asia on the third of July, and was re-

ceived with respect. Ilis course soon indicated his opposition to the Pvepublicans. The
energetic actions of the committee of One Hundred taught him to be circumspect in public,

and his private intrigues to gain ascendency for Toryism in the Provincial Congress were
abortive. That body, now guided by the popular will, and perceiving a resort to arms to

be inevitable, ordered Lamb, who was then a captain of artillery, to remove the cannons
from the grand battery and the fort, and take them to a place of security. Assisted by an
independent corps under Colonel Lasher, and a body of citizens guided by King Sears, as

View at Turtle Bay. 3

^ Greenwich wa.s then a village of a few houses, a mile and a half from the city. It has long since
been merged into the metropolis, and is now (1852) at about a central point, on the Hudson, between the
lower and upper part of the city.

2 These acts were done under the immediate sanction of the committee of One Hundred,* who, while
the Provincial Congres.s legislated, were busy in executing according to the known will of the people. The
patriots regarded this committee with more confidence than they did the Provincial Congress.

^ Turtle Bay is a small rock-bound cove of the East River, at the foot of Forty-seventh Street. The
banks are high and precipitous, and afforded a safe retreat for small vessels. Here the government had
made a magazine of military stores, and these the Sons of Liberty determined to seize. Under the direc-
tion of Lamb, Sears, Willett, and M'Dougal, a party procured a
sloop at Greenwich, came stealthily through the dangerous vor-

tex of Hell Gate at twilight, and at midnight surprised and cap-

tared the guard, and secured the stores. The old store-house

in which they were deposited is yet standing upon a wharf on z^

the southern side of the little bay. The above view is from the

bank at the foot of Forty-sixth Street. Beyond the rocky point

on the north side of the bay is seen the lower end of Black-

well's Island, with the shore of Long Island in the distance.

On the left of the old store-house, delineated in the annexed
sketch, is seen the bridge across the mouth of Newtown Creek,

a locality which will be mentioned presently in connection with a notice of the landing of troops under Sir

Henry Clinton.

T7i|B B !

Old Store-house.

* The following-named gentlemen composed the committee of One Hundred : Isaac Low, Chairman ; John Jay, Francis
Lewis, John Alsop, Philip Livingston, James Duane, E. Duyckman, William Seton, William W. Ludlow, Cornelius Clopper,
Abraham Brinckerhotf, Henry Remsen, Robert Ray, Evert Bancker, Joseph Tottcn, Abraham P. Lett, David Beekman, Isaac
Roosevelt, Gabriel H. Ludlow, William Walton, Daniel Phoenix, Frederick Jay, Samuel Broome, John De Lancey. Augustus
van Home, Abraham Duryee, Samuel Verplanck, Rudolphus Ritzema, John Morton, Joseph Hallett, Robert Benson. Abraham
Brasher, Leonard Lispenard, Nicholas HotTman, P. V. Brugh Livingston, Thomas Marsten, Lewis Pintard, John Imlay, Eleazar Mil
ler, Jr.. John Broome, John B. Moore, Nicholas Bogart, John Anthony, Victor Bicker, William Goforth, Hercules Mullijan, Alex
ander M'Dougal, John Reade, Joseph Ball, George Janeway, John White, Gabriel W. Ludlow, John Lasher. Theophilus Anthony
Thomas Smith, Richard Yates, OUver Templeton, Jacobus van Landby, Jeremiah Piatt, Peter S. Curtenius, Thomas Randall
Lancaster Burling, Benjamin Kissam, Jacob Lefferts, Anthony van Dam, Abraham Walton, Hamilton Young, Nicholas Roose
velt, Cornelius P. Low, Francis Bassett, James Beekman, Thomas Ivers, William Dunning, John Berrien, Benjamin Helme, Wil!
iam W. Gilbert, Daniel Dunscombe, John Lamb, Richard Sharpe, John Morin Scott, Jacob van Voorhis, Comfort Sands, Ed
ward Flemming, Peter Goelet, Gerrit Kettletas, Thomas Buchanan, James Desbrossea, Petrus Byvanek, Lott Embree —See
Dunlap's History of New York, ii.. Appendix, ccxvi.
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Removal of Cannons from the Battery. Cannonade from the Asia. Newspapers in the City.

the Sturdy Son of Liberty was now called, he proceeded to the battery at nine o'clock on
the evening of the twenty-third of August. Captain Vandeput, of the Asia, informed of

the intended movement, sent a barge filled with armed men to watch the patriots. When
ihey appeared, a musket ball was indiscreetly sent among them from the barge. It M^as

answered by a volley, when the barge hastened to the Asia, bearing several men killed and
wounded. That vessel opened her port-holes, and hurled three balls ashore in quick suc-

cession. Lamb ordered the drums to beat to arms ; the church bells were rung, and while

all was confusion and alarm, a broadside came from the Asia. Others rapidly followed,

and several houses near the fort and Whitehall were injured by the grape and round shot.'

No life was sacrificed, but terror seized the people. Believing the rumor that the city was
to be sacked and burned, hundreds of men, women, and children were seen at midnight
liurrying with their light effects to places of safety beyond the doomed town. Yet the pa-

1 riots at the battery were firm, and in the face of the cannonade every gun was deliberately

removed. Some of them afterward performed good service in the American cause.'

Deep feelings of exasperation moved the Sons of Liberty in the city after this cannonade,
and Tryon's fears wisely counseled his flight. Mayor Hicks and others promised him pro-

tection, but he had more confidence in gunpowder, and on the nineteenth of October^

he took refuge on board the British sloop of war Halifax,' where he received his coun-

cil, and, like Dunraore, attempted to exercise civil authority." Aided by Rivington.^ with

1 Among the hou-ses injured at that time was the tavern of Samuel Fraunce (commonly called Black
Sam, because of his dark complexion), on the corner of Broad and Pearl Streets, where Washington parted
with his officers more than eight years afterward. That house, known as the Broad Street Hotel, was partly
destroyed by fire in June, 1852. Freneau, in his Petition of Hugh Gainc, makes that time-server allude
to the cannonade of the Asia, and say,

"At first we supposed it was only a sham,

'Till he drove a round ball through the roof of Black Sam."

^ There were twenty-one iron eighteen-pounders and some smaller cannon on the battery. Alexander
Hamilton, then a student in King's (now Columbia) College, was among the citizens on that occasion. He
liad organized a corps for artillery discipline among his fellow-students, and fifteen of them were now M'ith

him. Among their trophies were two six-pounders, which they buried in the earth on the College Green,
despite the menaces of Dr. Cooper, the Tory president. These two cannons may yet (1852) be seen at

;he entrance gate of the College Green, fronting Park Place.
^ The Continental Congress, on the sixth of October, recommended the several Provincial Congresses and

("ommittees of Safety to secure every person believed to be inimical to the Republican cause. No doubt
ihis recommendation hastened Tryon's flight.

* The members in attendance were Oliver Delancey, Hugh Wallace, William Axtell, John Harris Cruger.
;ind James Jauneey.

^ James Rivington was a native of London, well educated, and of pleasing deportment. He came to

America in 1760, established a bookstore in Philadelphia the same year, and in 1761 opened one near the

foot of Wall Street, in New York, where his Royal Gazetteer* was established in April, 1773. No man

' There were three other newspapers printed in the city when Rivington's press was destroyed, namely, Gaine's New Yorli

Mercury, in Hanover Square, established in 1752; Holt's JVctc Yortc Journal, in Dock (Pearl)

Street, near Wall, commenced in 1766; and Anderson's Constitutional Gazette, a very small

sheet, published lor a few montlis in 1775. at Beekman's Slip. Hugh Gaine was a time-server.

He was a professed patriot until the British took possession of New York in 1776, when hv.

rrturned to the city after a brief exile at Newark, became a moderate Loyalist, and, on makini;
an humble petition to the State Legislature at the close of the war, he was allowed to remain.
This petition was the subject of one of Freneau's best satirical poems. Gaine kept a bookstore
under the sign of the Bible and Crown, at Hanover Square, for forty years. He died on the

twenty-fifth of April, 1807, at the age of eighty-one years. Previous to the meeting of the first

Congress, Holt's paper contained the Snake device (see page 508, volume i,) at its head; in

December, after its session, it bore the annexed significant picture as a vignette. This is half

the size of the original. Upon the body of the serpent were these words .

" United, now, alive and free.

Firm on this basis Liberty shall stand,

And thus supported ever bless our land,

'Till Time becomes Eternity."

After the destruction of his press, Rivington went to England. When the British took possession of New York, he was up-

pointed king's printer, and in October, 1777, he resumed the publication of his paper, under the original title. On the thirteenth

if December, he changed the title to " The Royal Gazette," and published it semi-weekly. During the occupation of the city

')y the British, a paper was issued every day but one ; Gaine's Mercury on Monday ; Rivington's Gazelle on Wednesday and
Saturday

; Bobertson's, Mills', and Hicks' Loyal American Gazette on Thursday ; and Lewis's New York Mtratry and General

Advertiser on Friday. Rivington alone assumed the title of " printer to the king."—Thomas's History of Printing, ii., 312.
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Destruction of Rivington's Printing Materials. Capture of Seabury. Rivington and Sears.

his Royal Gazetteer, his influence

and in active propagation.

In total disregard of truth

and common fairness, Riv-

ington abused the Repub-

Ucans with unsparing se-

verity, and none more bit-

terly than Captain Sears."

That patriot, fired by per-

sonal insult and political

zeal, came from Connecti-

cut, where he had gone to

plan schemes for the future

with ardent Whigs, and at

a Nov "3 noonday entered

n75. the city a at

the head of seventy-

five light -horsemen,

proceeded to the print-

ing establishment of

Seabury^ and two other obnoxious

was still great, and he managed to keep disaffection alive

Rivington, at the foot oi'

Wall Street, placed a guard

with fixed bayonets around

it, put all of his types into

bags, destroyed his press

and other apparatus, and

then in the same order,

amid the shouts of the pop-

ulace, and to the tune of

Yankee Doodle, left the

city. They carried off" the

types and made bullets of

them. On their way back

to Connecticut they dis-

armed all the Tories

in their route, and at

West Chester seized

and took with them

the Reverend Samuel

Tories, and carried them in triumph to New Haven.

His ancestors, who were among the earliest

was more thoroughly detested by the Whigs than Rivington, for he held a keen and unscrupulous pen.

His good nature often pointed his severest thrusts. When, in 1781, he perceived the improbability of suc-

cess on the part of the British, he made a peace-offering to the Americans, by furnishing the commander-
in-chief with important information. By means of books which he published, he performed his treason with-

out suspicion. He wrote his secret billets upon thin paper, and bound them in the cover of a book, which

he always managed to sell to those who would carry the article immediately to Washington. The men
employed for this purpose were ignorant of the nature of their service. While thus playing into the hands

of the Republicans, he unceasingly abused them, and kept Clinton, Robertson, and Carleton in blissful ig-

norance of his perfidy. When the Loyalists fled, and the American army entered the city in the autumn

of 1783, Rivington remained ; a fact which has puzzled those acquainted with his course during the war.

Others, not a tithe so obnoxious, w^ere driven away ; in his secret treason lies the explanation. His busi-

ness declined, and he lived in comparative poverty until July, 1802, when he died at the age of seventy-

eisht years. The portrait here given is from a fine painting by Stuart, in the possession of Honorable

John Hunter, of Hunter's Island, New Rochelle. The signature is half the size of the original. Mr. Hun-
ter remembers Rivington as a vivacious, companionable man, fond of good living, a lover of wine, and a

perfect gentleman in his deportment.
^ Isaac Sears was born at Norwalk, Connecticut, in 1729.

emigrants to Massachusetts, were from Colchester, En-
gland, and came to Plymouth in 1630. Mr. Sears was a

successful merchant in the city of New York, engaged in

the European and West India trade, when political mat-

ters attracted his attention. When the Stamp Act aroused

the colonists. Sears stood forth as the champion of right, and, as we have seen in preceding pages, was one

of the most active and zealous members of the association of the Sons of Liberty. He was an active Whig
during the whole war, and when it ended, his business and his fortune had disappeared. Before the war
he had commanded a vessel engaged in the West India trade. In 1785, we find him on the ocean as super-

cargo, bound for Canton, with others engaged in the venture. When they arrived at Canton. Captain Sears

was very ill with fever, and on the twenty-eighth of October, 1785, he died at the age of nearly fifty-seven

years. He was buried upon French Island, and his fellovv-voj'agers placed a slab, with a suitable inscrip-

tion, over his grave.
^ This was Bishop Seabury of a later day, whose grave we have noticed on page 50. He was born at

New London in 1728, graduated at Yale in 1751, took orders in the church, in London, in 1753, and then

settled in New Brunswick, New Jersey. He was at Jamaica, Long Island, for ten years, and then re-

moved to West Chester, in the county of West Chester. He took sides with the Loyalists, and was one

of those who signed a protest at White Plains against the measures of the Whigs. Sears and his party

carried him to New Haven, where he was kept for some time, and then paroled to Long Island. His

school at West Chester was broken up, his church was converted into a hospital, and he went to New York,

and served as chaplain, at one time, in Colonel Fanning's corps of Loyalists. At the close of the war he

settled in his native town. He was consecrated a bishop (the first in the United States) in 1784, and for

6^a^a^
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1776.

Disaffection. Disarming of the Tories. Troops under Lee in New York. His Head-quarters. Sir Henry Clinton.

During the winter of 1775—6, disaflection to the Republican cause prevailed extensively

throughout the province, and iu Queen's county and vicinity, on Long Island, the people be-

gan to arm in favor of the crown. Tryon expected to see the province speedily declare in

favor of royalty, and from the Duchess of Gordon (armed ship), where he made his head-

quarters, he kept up an active correspondence with Hicks, Delancey, and other Loyalists in

the city. The Continental Congress promptly opposed the progress of disaffection, and vig-

orous measures were adopted for a general disarming of the Tories throughout the colonies."

Early in January, a Washington, then at Cambridge, was informed that General

Sir Henry Clinton was about to sail on a secret expedition. He doubted not that

New York was his destination, Avhere Tryon was ready to head the Loyalists in a formal

demonstration in favor of the crown. Fearing that province might be lost to the patriots,

Washington readily acceded to the request of General Charles Lee, then in Connecticut,

to embody volunteers in that colony, and march to New York. Governor Trumbull lent

his aid to the service, and within a fortnight Lee, having the bold Isaac Sears for his ad-

jutant general, was in rapid march toward New York with twelve hundred men. His ap-

proach produced great alarm, and many Tories fled, with their families and effects, to Long
Island and New Jersey. The Committee of Safety, yet dozing over the anodyne of dis-

affection, were aroused by fear, and protested against Lee's entrance into the city, because

Captain Parker, of the Asia, had declared his intention to cannonade and burn the town
if rebel troops should be allowed to enter it.* Lee was unmoved alike by Parker's threats

and the committee's protest, and encamping the larger portion of his troops in " the fields"

(the present City Hall Park), he made his head-quarters at the house of Captain Kennedy,
No. 1 Broadway.^ He proclaimed his

View at the foot of Bkoadwat.

mission, and said, " I come to prevent

the occupation of Long Island or the city

by the enemies of liberty. If the ships of

war are quiet, I shall be quiet ; if they

make my presence a pretext for firing on

the town, the first house set in flames by

their guns shall be the funeral pile of some
of their best friends." Lee's energy of ex-

pression and action was potential. The
Tories shrunk into inactivity ; a glow of

patriotism was felt in the Provincial Con-

gress, and measures were speedily adopted

for fortifying the city and the approaches

to it, and garrisoning it with two thousand men.
Sir Henry Clinton arrived at Sandy Hook on the day when Lee entered the

city. He sailed for North Carolina, b was followed thither by Lee, and in June

the remainder of his life he presided over the diocese of Connecticut and Rhode Island. He died on the
twenty-fifth of February, 1796.

' Rcsolittions to this efiect were adopted on the second of January, 1776, and on the same day Lord
Stirling was directed to "seize and secure all the ammunition and warlike stores belonging to the enemy''
then or thereafter in New Jersey.—See Journal, ii., 5, 6, 7.

'^ Parker did not fire a shot because of the ''rebel loops" in the city. His reasons were ludicrous. He
said Lee desired the destruction of the city, and he would not gratify him.

—

Lee's Letter to Washington.
3 This house (yet standing) was built by Captain Kennedy, of the royal navy, at about the time of his

marriafre with the daughter of Colonel Peter Schuyler, of Newark, New Jersey, in April, 1765. The above
engraving exhibits the locality in the vicinity of the Kennedy House. On the extreme left is seen the
Broadway front of the Kennedy House (No. 1), where Lee, Washington, and afterward Sir Henry Clin-
ton, Robertson, Carleton, and other British officers, were quartered, and where Andre wrote his letter, to
Arnold. The building next to it (No. 3) is the one occupied by Arnold (see page 209) when Champe at-

tempted his capture. The two high buildings beyond (Nos. 5 and 7) are more modern
; the small, low

one (No. 9, Atlantic Garden) was Gage's head-quarters in 1765. On the right of the picture is part of
the BowlinfT Green, where the statue of the king stood. The view is taken from the site of the northwesi
bastion of Fort George.

b Marcli, 1776.
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Fortifications upon York or Manhattan Island.

they were in conflict in Charleston harbor. The army in New York was left in charge

of Lord Stirhn^a and that officer prosecuted with viffor the labor of fortifying the
. a March 7

city, begun by Lee.' Already the Tories who remained had been compelled to take

an oath to act with the Americans if required, and officers were busy upon Staten Island,

and some parts of Long Island, in disarming them.

Washington hastened to New York after the British evacuated Boston, Ij for he b March n,

suspected Howe would sail directly to attack that city. He arrived on the four- ^"'^'

tbenth of April, and approving of the course of Lee and Stirling, he pushed forward the de-

fenses of the city. Fort George was strengthened, and in the course of three months strong

works were erected in the vicinity of the city and in the Hudson Highlands.^ Toward the

' On the night of the tenth of April, one thousand Continentals went over to Governor's Island and con-

structed a redoubt upon the west side, a little southeast of Castle William. On the same night a regiment

went over to Red Hook, the extreme point of land north of Gowanus Ba}-, over which South Brooklyn is

now spreading, constructed a redoubt for four eighteen-pounders, and named it Fort Defiance. It was upon

a small island, close to the shore, near the water termination of Conover and Van Brunt Streets, south of

the Atlantic Docks.
^ Redoubts and batteries were constructed at eligible points along the East River to Harlem, and along

the Hudson to King's Bridge
;
also upon Governoi-'s Island, Red Hook, Brooklyn Heights, and Paulus's Hook.*'

* Fort George with its dependencies, on the site of ancient Fort Amsterdam, was the principal military work upon the island.

It had, when Washington came into the city, two twelve-pounders and four thirty-two-pound-

ers, though capable of mounting sixty cannons. Connected with it was the Grand Battery,

with thirteen thirty-two pounders, one twenty-four, three eighteen's, two two's, and one brass

and three iron mortars. This was enlarged after the British took possession, to a capacity for

ninety-four guns. This work was in the vicinity of the present flag-statf upon the Battery. A
little eastward of it, at the South Ferry landing, was the Wh.itth.all Battery, with two thirty-two

pounders. From this point to Corlaer's Uook, along the East River, several works were con-

structed. There was a battery of live guns upon Tenyek's Wharf, at Coenties Slip, and upon
Brooklyn Heights opposite, Fort Stirling, a battery with eight guns, was constructed. It was
between the present Hicks and Clinton Streets, a little northeastward of Pierrepont Street.

At Old Coftee-house, Fly, Burhng's, Beekman's, and Peck Slips, and at the Exchange, foot

of Broad Street, breast-works were thrown up. There was also a barrier with two guns
across Broadway, just above the Bowling Green. At "the ship-yards," on the site of the pres-

ent Catharine Market, was an irregular work, called Waterbert/s Battery, having seven guns.

A larger work was on Rutgers' first hill (a little eastward of the Jews' burying-ground), at the Intersection of Market and Mad-
ison Streets. It was called Badlam's Battery, and mounted eight guns. Another small work, of horse-shoe form, was on a high
bank near the water, in Pike Street, between Cherry and Monroe Streets, with a breast-work on the water's edge. Here Gen-
eral Spencer was encamped, and this was called Spencer's Redoubt. It had two twelve-pounders. On Rutgers' second hill,

between Henry and Madison, CUnton and Monroe Streets, was a star redoubt, embrasured for twelve guns. This was con-
nected by an irregular line of works, extending to a strong battery called Crown Point, at Corlaer's Hook, situated upon the site

of the present Allaire Works. Eastward of this, upon Burnt Mill Point, was a battery, on the site of the Novelty Iron Works.
From Crown Point was a line of intrenchments extending to a strong redoubt, of circular form, mounting eight heavy pieces,
and called Fort Pitt. It was upon the brow of a hill at the intersection of Grand and Pitt Streets. From Fort Pitt a .series of
strong works extended nearly on a line with the present Grand and Broome Streets, to Broad-
way, and thence, diverging to the northwest, terminated in a redoubt on the brow of a hill, on
the borders of a marsh near the intei'section of Thompson and Spring Streets. Within this line,

upon an eminence called Bayard's Mount, was the largest of all the works, except Fort George

and the Grand Battery. This was called Independent Battery, and the Americans named the erai- •

nence Banker Hill. This name was retained until the Collect or Fresh Water Pond, which covei

ed many acres in the vicinity of the Halls of Justice, was filled by digging down the hills around
it. The battery on Bunker Hill was upon the space included within the intersections of Cen
ter. Mott, Mulberry, Grand, and Broome Streets ; and for a long time after the hill was digged
down, the brick lining of a well, constructed within the works, stood up like a huge chimney.
This battery had nine eight-pounders, four three's, and six royal cohorns and mortars.
The first work on the Hudson, after leaving Fort George, was the Oyster Battery in the rear

of No. 1 Broadway. It had two thirty-two pounders and three twelve's. Southwest of Trinity Independent Batteky.

church, on the high river bank, was M'Dovgal's Battery of four guns. West of Greenwich Street (" Greenwich road"), near the
water, betv/een Reade and Duane Streets, was the Jersey Battery, with five guns. Along the high river bank a breast-work extend-
ed almost to the Vauxhall (see page 7S8; at the corner of Warren and Greenwich Streets. On Greenwich, between Franklin and
North Moore Streets, was the " Air-furnace" and " Brew-house." The former was fortified, and from it a line of intrenchments
extended northeast, to the north part of the present St. John's Park, overlooking Lispenard's Meadows. On the river bank, in

front of the "Brew-house," was a circular work called the Grenadier's Battery, with three twelve pounders and two mortars
From it a line of breast-works extended along the river to Hubert Street. From that point, close along the west side of Green-
wich Street, was a line of breast-works, extending to Desbrosses Street. Where Watt Street crosses Greenwich was another
small breastwork

; at the foot of King Street was another ; and from the foot of Clarkson to Barrow was another. Upon the
high ground known until within a few years as Richmond Hill, there was quite an extensive line of fortifications, which com-
manded the river, and the Greenwich and Broadway roads. This line commenced near the junction of Spring and MDougal
Streets, and, sweeping around near Houston and Hammersley, ended at Varick, near King Street. On the west side of Broad-
way, near Houston Street, was an eminence on which works were erected ; and directiy east of them, between Broadway and
the Bowery, were four small breast-works, a few rods apart. East of the Bowery, at the intersection of Forsyth and Delancey

FoHT Geokge.
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Washington's Conference with Congress. Preparation for the Defense of New York. Landing of British Troops.

close of May, a he left the troops in command of General Putnam, while he hastened

to Philadelphia to confer with Congress respect-

ing the general defense of the colonies. The wicked .--^i 'le^^sSa/

bargain of Great Britain with the German princes for

their men was now known, and it was believed that

New York was the point where the mercenary vultures

would probably strike their first blow. To that point the

eyes of all America were now turned. Congress author-

ized a re-enfbrcement of thirteen thousand eight hundred

militia, to be drawn from New England, New York,' and

New Jersey, and provided for the establishment of a flying

camp of ten thousand men, to be formed of militia from

Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland. The latter

were to rendezvous at Amboy, and the accomplished

General Mercer was appointed to the command. Gen-

eral Greene took post at Brooklyn, and superintended the Washingtons Head-quarters.^

preparation of defenses there. On his return,'' Washington went to the upper end of
b June 7. .

' o i i

the island, and personally aided in the surveys and the arrangement of the plan of Fort

Washington and its outworks.

General Howe, who went to Halifax from Boston, arrived at Sandy Hook on the twenty-

ninth of June,<^ with ships and transports bearing his recruited army, where he was

visited by Governor Tryon. On the eighth of July he landed nine thousand men upon

Staten Island,^ and there awaited the arrival of his brother, Admiral Howe, with English

' John Moiiii Scott was appointed to the command of the New York troops, with the commission of a
brigadier.

^ I was informed liy the venerable Anna van Antwerp,* about a fortnight before her death, in the au-

tumn of 1851, that Washington made his head-quarters, on first entering the city, at the spacious house

(half of which is yet standing at 180 Pearl Street, opposite Cedar Street), delineated in the engraving.

The large window, with an arch, toward the rijiht, indicates the center of the original building. It is of

brick, stuccoed, and roofed with tiles. There Washington remained until summoned to visit Congress at

Philadelphia, toward the last "of May. On his return, he went to the Kennedy House, No. 1 Broadway,

where he remained until the evacuation in September.
^ The main body of Howe's troops landed near the present quarantine ground, and encamped upon the

jiills in the vicinity. The fleet had anchored olT Vanderventer's point (the telegraph station at the Nar-

rows), and three ships of war and some transports brought

the English troops within the Narrows, to the landing-place.

—

(Howes Dispatch to Lord George Qermaine.) Howe made his

head-quarters at the Rose and Crown Tavern, upon the road

leading from Stapleton to Richmond, near New Dorp. The
house is near the forks of the Richmond and Amboy roads, and

overlooks the beautiful level country between it and the sea,

two miles distant. It is now (1852) the property of Mr.

Leonard Parkinson, of Old Town, Staten Island. The house

was built by a Huguenot, one of the first settlers upon that

part of the island.

When Howe landed, the great body of the people on the Rose and Crown.

island formed a corps of Loyalists, under Tryon, and some of them were in the battle near Brooklyn.

Streets, was a small circular battery. On the west side of Broadway, near Walker, was an irregular work ; and the Hospital

(on Broadway, fronting Pearl Street), a strong stone building, was fortified. There was also a line of breast-works extending

along the East River irom the present Dry Dock to Stuyvesant Square ; and at Horn's Hook, at the foot of Eighty-ninth Street,

was a work called ThnmpsoiCs Batlery, with nine guns. I was informed by the venerable Judge Woodhull, of Franklinville,

Long Island (now ninety-eight years of age), that when the lines across the island, from the East River toward the Hudson, were

constructed, the merchants and other citizens were pressed into service.

It must be remembered that most of the streets here mentioned were not then in existence. Chambers Street up Broadway,

Hester Street up the Bowery, and Cathnrine Street up the East River, were the extreme points to which streets were laid out

at the time of the Revolution. Now (1852) the streets and avenues are all opened to Fortietl. Street, and some beyond; and al-

most a solid mass" of edifices cover the island from river to river below Thirty-second Street. Then the Hospital was quite in

the fields, and Greenwich was a country village.

* Mrs. Van Antwerp left the city with her parents when the British took possession, and retired to Tappan, where she was

married. They returned to the city after the war, and her husband purchased the lot No. 38 Maiden Lane, where she resided

from that time until her death, a period of almost seventy years. Her style of living was that of the Revolution, and all the
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Plot to destroy Washington. Declaration of Independence read to the Array. Destruction of the King's Statue.

regulars and Hessian hirelings. These arrived in the course of a few days, and on the

eleventh, Clinton and Parker, with their broken forces, joined them. Another debarkation

took place on the twelfth, and there, upon the wooded heights of Staten Island, above Sta-

pleton and Clifton, and upon the English transports, almost thirty thousand men stood ready

to fall upon the Republicans.' Already the Declaration of Independence had gone abroad f
the statue of the king in New York had been pulled down,^ and brave men, pledged to the

support of the Continental Congress and its measures, were piling fortifications upon every

eligible point around the devoted city.

' A plot, originated hy Tryon, to murder the American general ollicers on the arrival of the British, or

at best to capture Washington and deliver him to Sir William Howe, was discovered at this time. It was
arranged to blow up the magazine, secure the passes to the city, and at one blow deprive the Republicans

of their leaders, and by massacre or capture annihilate the " rebel arm}'." Mayor Hicks was one of the

conspirators; and from his secure place on board the Duchess of Gordon, Tryon sent money freely to bribe

Americans. Two of Washington's Guard were seduced, but the patriotism of a third was proof against

their temptations, and he exposed the plot. Hicks, Gilbert Forbes (a gunsmith on Broadway), and about

a dozen others, were immediately arrested, and sent prisoners to Connecticut. It was ascertained that

about five hundred persons were concerned in the conspiracy. Thomas Hickey, one of the Guard, was
hanged on the twenty-seventh of June, 1776. This was the first military execution in New York.—See

Spark's Writings of Washington, iii., 438; Force's American Archives, vi., 1064; lb., i. (second series),

117 ; Gaine's Neiv York Mercury.
^ Washington received the Declaration of Independence on the _ninth of July, with instructions to have

it read to the army. He immediately issued an order for the several brigades, then in and near the city,

to be drawn up at six o'clock that evening, to hear it read by their several commanders or their aids. The
brigades were formed in hollow squares on their respective parades. The venerable Zachariah Greene
(commonly known as " Parson Greene," the father-in-law of Mr. Thompson, historian of Long Island), yet

(1852) living at Hempstead, at the age of ninety-three years, informed me that he belonged to the brigade,

then encamped on the "Common," where the City Hall now stands. The hollow square was formed at

about the spot where the Park Fountain now is. He says Washington was within the square, on horseback,

and that the Declaration was read in a clear voice by one of his aids. When it was concluded, three hearty

cheers were given. Holt's Journal for July 11, 1776, says, "In pursitance of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, a general jail delivery took place with respect to debtors." Ten days afterward, the people

assembled at the City Hall, at the head of Broad Street, to hear the Declaration read. They then took

the British arms from over the seat of justice in the court-room, also the arms wrought in stone in front

of the building, and the picture of the king in the council chamber, and destroyed them, by fire, in the street.

They also ordered the British arms in all the churches in the city to be destroyed. This order seems not

to have been obeyed. Those in Trinity church were taken down and carried to New Brunswick by the Rev-

erend Charles In<Tlis, at the close of the war, and now hang upon the walls of a Protestant Episcopal

church in St. John's.

* The statue of George the Third was equestrian, made of lead, and gilded. It was the workmanship

of Wilton, then a celebrated statuary of London, and was the first equestrian effigy of his majesty yet

erected. It was placed upon its pedestal, in the center of the Bowling Green, on the twenty-first of

August, 1770. On the same evening when the Declaration of Independence was read to the troops in

New York, a large concourse of people assembled, pulled down the statue, broke it in pieces, and sent it

to be made into bullets. Ebenezer Hazard, in a letter to Gates, referring to the destruction of the king's

statue, said, "His troops will probably have melted majesty fired at them." Some of the soldiers appear

to have been engaged in the matter, for on the following morninsr Washington issued an order for them to

desist from such riotous acts in future.* The greater portion of the statue was sent to Litchfield, in Con-

necticut, and there converted into bullets by two daughters and a son of Governor Wolcott, a Mrs. and

Miss Marvin, and a Mrs. Beach. According to an account current of the cartridges made from this statue,

found among the papers of Governor Wolcott, it appears that it furnished materials for forty-two thousand

bullets.

persuasions of her wealthy children could not lure her from that simplicity and the home of her early years of married life.

She arose one morning, sat down by her table, leaned her head upon it, and expired like a waning ember, at the age of ninety-

five years. Almost all of the few who knew her half a century ago, had forgotten her.

* In a coarse Tory drama, entitled "The Battle of Brooklyn; a farce in two acts, as it was performed on Long Island on

Tuesday, the twenty-seventh day of August. 1776, by the representatives of the Tyrants of America assembled, at Philadelphia,"

published hy Rivington, the destruction of the statue is attributed to Washington. A servant girl of Lady Gates is made to say,

concerning the chief, "And more, my lady, did he not order the king's statue to be pulled down, and the head cut off." Mr.

Greene described the statue to me as of the natural size, both horse and man. The horse was poised upon his hinder legs.

The king had a crown upon his head; his right hand held the bridle-reins, the left rested upon the handle of a sword. The

artist omitted stirrups, and the soldiers often said, in allusion to the fact, "the tyrant ought to ride a hard-trotting horse, with-

out stirrups." Stephens, in his Travels in Greece, (fcc. (ii., 33), says, that in the house of a Russian major, at Chiotf, he saw a pic-

ture representing the destruction of this statue. The major pledged him in the toast, " Success to Liberty throughout the

world."
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Effect of the Declaration. Howe's Letter to Washington. Commission of the Brothers. Preparations for Battle.

On the arrival of General Howe at Sandy Hook, the Provincial Congress of New York

adjourned to White Plains, and there, on the ninth of July, they reassembled, approved of

the Declaration of Independence, and changed the title of the Assembly to Conventio7i of

the Rejiresentatives of the State of New Yorh The Declaration, however, ofiended many

influential men, who, though warmly attached to their country, and yearning for a redress

of grievances, shuddered at the thought of separation from Great Britain. Some closed

their mouths in silence and folded their arms in inaction, while others, like Beverly Pvobm-

son, the Delancey's, and men of that character, actively espoused the cause of the king.

The patriot army in New York was surrounded by domestic enemies, more to be dreaded

than open adversaries, and this fact seemed favorable to the hopes of Howe, that the olive

branch would be accepted by the Americans when oflered.' He soon perceived that much

of loyalty was the child of timidity, and when his proclamations were sent abroad, offering

peace only on condition of submission, the missiles proved powerless. Although doubtless

desiring peace, he was obliged to draw the sword and sever the leashes of the blood-hounds

of war.

On the twelfth of July, the Rose and Phcsnix ships of war, with their decks guarded by

sand-bags, sailed up the bay, and passing the American batteries without serious injury, pro-

ceeded up the Hudson to Haverstraw Bay, for the double purpose of keeping open a com-

munication with Carleton, who was endeavoring to make his way southward by Lake

Champlain,^ and for furnishing arms to the Tories of West Chester. The vigilant Whigs

would not allow their boats to land, and there they remained inactive for three weeks. In

the mean while, the belligerent forces were preparing for the inevitable battle. Hulks of

vessels were sunk in the channel between Governor's Island' and the Battery, and chevaux

de frise were formed there under the direction of General Putnam, to prevent the passage

of the British vessels up the East Pviver. A large body of troops were concentrated at

Brooklyn, under General Greene ; Sullivan and his little army hastened from the North
;

two battalions from Pennsylvania and Maryland, under Smallwood, arrived, and the New
York and New England militia flocked to the city by hundreds. On the first of August

the American army in and around New York numbered about twenty-seven thousand men,

1 General Howe, and his brother, the admiral, were appointed by Parliament commissioners to treat for

peace with the Americans. They were authorized to extend a free pardon to all who should return to

their aUegiance; to declare penitent towns or colonies exempt from the penalties of non-intercourse ;
and

to offer rewards to those who should render meritorious services in restoring tranquillity. Howe sent proc-

lamations to this efiect ashore at Amboy, addressed to the colonial governors, and designed for general cir-

culation among the people. The General Congress denounced it as a scheme to " amuse and disarm the

people," and exhorted them to perceive " that the valor alone of their country was to save its liberties.''

—

Journal, ii., 260. At about the same time, Colonel Paterson, the British adjutant general, went to New
York with a flag, bearing a letter from General Howe, addressed to " George Washington, Esq." This

was so addressed because the Briton was unwilling to acknowledge the official character of the " rebel

chief." It was a silly movement ; Washington penetrated the design, and refused any communication, unless

addressed to General Washington. Paterson urged Washington not to be punctilious, pleading the neces-

sity of waving all ceremony, for Howe came to cause the sheathing of swords, if possible. Washington

was inflexible, and said, in reference to the commissioners, that they seemed empowered only to grant

pardons ; that those who had committed no fault needed no pardon, and that the Americans were only de-

fending their rights as British subjects. Paterson returned, and Howe made no further attempts to cor-

respond with "George Washington, Esq." Congress, by resolution, expressed its approval of the course

of the commander-in-chief in this matter.
^ The chief plan of the campaign of 1776 was for Howe to attack New York and ascend the Hudson,

while Carleton should come from Canada and form a junction. This would effectually cut off the Eastern

States from the rest of the confederacy. Clinton, in the mean while, was to make war in the Southern

States, and the American forces being thus divided, might be easily conquered. Their designs mi.scarried.

Clinton was repulsed at Charleston, Carleton was kept at bay, and Howe did not pass the Highlands.

3 The original name of this island was Nutten. The rents of the land being a perquisite of the colonial

governors, h was called Governor's Island. It was held as such perquisite until the close of Governor

Clinton's administration. General Johnson, of Brooklyn, informed me that Clinton rented it to Dr. Price,

who built a house of entertainment there, and laid out a race-course. Owing to the dilfieulty of taking

race-horses to the island, it was abandoned after two or three years, and the course at Harlem was estab-

lished.
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Disposition of American Detachments. Kip's Bay. The Kip Family.

but at least one fourth of them were unfitted by sickness for active duty. BiHous fever

prostrated Greene about the middle of August, and Sullivan was placed in command at

Brooklyn. A small detachment was ordered to Governor's Island ; another was posted at

Paulus' Hook, where Jersey City now stands, and General George Clinton, with a body of

New York militia, was ordered to West Chester county to oppose the landing of the British

on the shores of the Sound, or, in the event of their landing, to prevent their taking possession

of the strong post at King's Bridge. Parson's brigade took post at Kip's Bay,' on the East

River, to watch British vessels if they should enter those waters. Such was the position of

the two armies immediately antecedent to the battle near Brooklyn, at the close of Au-

gust, 1776.

' The family mansion of the Kips, a strong house buih of brick im-

ported from Holland, remained near the corner of Second Avenue and

Thirty-fourth Street, until July, 1850, when it was taken down. A
pear-tree near, planted in 1700, bore fruit the present season. The
house was built in 1641 by Samuel Kip, who was secretary of the

council of New Netherlands, and at the time of its destruction was prob-

ably the oldest edifice in the State of New York. The sketch here

iriven is from a painting in possession of the Reverend W. Ingraham

Kip, D.D., of Albany, and gives its appearance at the time of the Rev-

olution. The Kip family are among the oldest in this state.

RulolTde Kype (anglicized to Kip after the English took possession

of New Netherlands) was the first of the name found in history. He ^'p'^ House.

was a native of Bretagne, and was a warm partisan of the Guises in the civil wars between Protestants and

Papists in the sixteentli century. On the defeat of his party, he fled to the Low Countries. He afterward

joined the army of the Duke of Anjou, and fell in battle near Jarnac. He was buiied in a church there,

where an altar-tomb was erected to his memory bearing his coat of arms.* His son Ruloft'became a Prot-

estant, and .settled in Amsterdam. His grandson, Henry, (born in 1576) became an active member of the

''Company of Foreign Countries," which was organized in 1588 for the purpose of exploring a northeast

passage to the Indies. In 1635 he came to America with his family, but soon returned to Holland. His

sons remained, bought large tracts of land, and were active in public affairs. One of them (Henry) was

a member of the first popular Assembly in New Netherlands (see page 783), and married a daughter of

De Sille, the attorney general. His brother Jacob bought the land at Kip's Bay, and a third son, Isaac,

owned the property which is now the City Hall Park. Nassau Street was called Kip Street. In 1686

one of the family purchased the tract where the village of Rhinebeck, Dutchess county, now stands. It

was called " the manor of Kipsburg." A part of this was sold to Henry Beekman, by whose grand-daugh-

ter, the mother of Chancellor Livingston, it passed into the Livingston family. At the opening of the Rev-

olution, the Kip family were divided in politics; some held royal commissions, others were stanch Whigs.

The proprietors of the Kip's Bay property were strong Whigs, but one of them, Samuel, was induced by

Colonel Delancey to take the loyal side. He raised a company of cavalry, principally from his own ten-

ants, joined Delancey, and was active in West Chester county, where, in a skirmish in 1781, he was se-

verely wounded. He lived several years after the war, and suffered great loss of property by confiscation.

For several years after the British took possession of York Island, Kip's house was used as head-quarters

by oflicers. There Colonel Williams, of the 80th regiment, was quartered in 1780, and on the day when

Andre left the city to meet Arnold, Williams gave a dinner to Sir Henry Clinton and his staff. Andre was

there and .shared in the socialities of the hour. It was his last dinner in New York. Such is well authen-

ticated tradition.—See Holgate's American Genealogies, page 109.

* The device was a shield. On one side, occupying a moiety, was a cross. The other moiety was quartered by a strip of

gold ; above were two griffins, and below an open mailed hand. There were two crests, a gamecock, and a demi-griffin hold-

ing a cross : the legend, " Vestigia nulla retrorsiun."
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Landing of the British. General De Heister.

CHAPTER XXXI.

"In the j'ear seventy-six came the two noble brothers,

With an army and fleet fit to conquer a world

;

And Cornwailis, and Rawdon, and Tarleton, and others

—

And murder and rapine on our country were hurl'd."

Yankee Chronology.

" There the old-fashioned colonel galloped through the white infernal

Powder cloud
;

And his broad sword was swinging, and his brazen throat was ringing

Trumpet loud

:

There the blue bullets flew.

And the trooper jackets redden at the touch of the leaden

Rifle breath
;

And rounder, r-ounder, rounder, roared the iron six-pounder,

Hurling Death!"
Knickerbocker Magazine.

N Thursday morninjr, the twenty-second of August, 1776, the British troops

under General William Howe landed upon Long Island, in the vicinity of

New Utrecht. Four thousand men crossed the ferry from Staten Island,

at the Quarantine Ground, to Denyse's strong stone house, where Fort Ham-
ilton now stands, and landed under cover of the guns of the Kainhow, an-

chored where Fort La Fayette looms up in the center of the Narrows. Some

riflemen, under Colonel Edward Hand, posted on the hill above, retired

toward Flatbush. An hour afterward, British and Hessian troops poured

over the sides of the English ships and transports, and in long rows of boats, directed by

Commodore Hotham, five thousand more soldiers landed upon Long Island, in the bow of

Gravesend Bay (at a place known as Bath, .

in front of New Utrecht), under cover of the

guns of the Phccnix, Rose,^ and Greyhound.

The chief commanders of the English were

Sir Henry Clinton, Earls Cornwailis and

Percy, and Generals Grant and Sir Will

iam Erskine. Count Donop, who was killed

at Red Bank in 1777, landed, with some

Hessians, with the first division, and on the

i Au<nist
twenty-fifth, a the veteran De Heister,"

1776. with Knyphausen, and two Hessian

brigades, also landed near New Utrecht. The view at Gravesend Bay.^

whole invading force was about ten thousand men well armed, with forty cannons. Lieu-

tenant-colonel Dalrymple remained to keep Staten Island.

' The Rose and Phanix, after remaining in Haverstraw Bay three weeks, had passed the American bat-

teries and joined the fleet.—See page 802.
^ Lieutenant-general De Heister was an old man, and warmly attached to his master, the Landgrave of \

Hesse Cassel. The long voyage of almost fourteen weeks dispirited him, "and," says Sir George Collier, \
"his patience and tobacco became exhausted." A snifT of land breeze revived him. "He called for

Hock, and swallowed large potations to the health of his friends."

^ This view is from the road on the high shore, a little below^ Fort Hamilton, looking southeast, the

house in the center belonged to Simon Cortelyou, a Tory, during the Revolution, and has not been altered.

Gravesend Bay is seen beyond the house, and the distant land is Coney Island beach.
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Alarm in New York. General Putnam. General John Morin Seott

m^..

When this movement of the enemy was known in New York, alarm and confusion pre-

vailed.' E,e-enforcements were sent to General Sullivan, then encamped at Brooklyn, and

the next day the veteran General Putnam^ was ordered thither by Washington, to take the

supreme command there. The military works on Long Island had been constructed under

the immediate direction of General Greene, who made himself acquainted with every im-

portant point between Hell Gate and the Narrows. Unfortunately, he fell sick, and none

knew so well as he the importance of certain passes in the rear of Brooklyn. The chief

fortifications were within the limits of the present city,^ while at the passes alluded to

^ Many Whig families left the city, and for seven long years of exile they endured privations with heroic

fortitude.* INIany of their houses were de.stroyed by fire, and others were ruined by military occupants.
^ Israel Putnam was born in Salem, Massachusetts, on the seventh of January, 1718. He was a vigor-

ous, athletic lad, and in 1739 we find him cultivating land in Pomfret, Connecticut. He was appointed to

the conmiand of the first troops raised in Connecticut for the French and Indian war in 1755, in which

capacity the reader has met him several times in these volumes. He returned to his farm after the peace,

where he remained until he heard of the affair at Lexington. At the head of Connecticut troops, he dis-

tinguished himself in the battle of Bunker Hill. He was one of the four

major generals appointed by Congress in 1775. His services during the

war are mentioned in many portions of this work, and we will npt repeat

them here. His last military services wei-e performed at West Point and

vicinity in 1779, where he was chiefly engaged in strengthening the forti-

fications. Paralysis of one side impaired the activity of his body, but his

mind retained its powers until his death. He lived in retirement after the

war, and died at Brookljm, Windham count}', Connecticut, on the twenty-

ninth of May, 1790, aged seventy-two years. His remains repose beneath

a marble slab in the grave-yard south of the village, upon which is an appropriate inscription.

t

^ Over all the sites of Revolutionary fortifications, near Brooklyn, the modern city is rapidly spreading.

Streets and avenues reticulate the whole area, and it is difficult now to identify the consecrated places.

* I have before me a manuscript letter, written by a daughter of General John IMorin Scott, from Elizabethtown, three days

after the landing of the British on Long Island, which exhibits the alarms and privations to which wealthy families, who had

left the city, were subjected. After mentioning their hourly expectation of the landing of the British at Elizabethtown Point,

she says : " We have our coach standing before our door every night, and the horses harnessed ready to make our escape, if

we have time. We have hardly any clothes to wear: only a second change." Warned by Governor Livingston to leave

Elizabethtown, the family of General Scott fled at night to Springfield, in the midst of a terrible thunder-storm. The writer

continues :
" We were obliged to stop on the road and stay all night, and all the lodging we could get was a dirty bed on the

door. How hard it seems for us, that have always been used to living comfortable ! Papa, with his brigade, has gone

over to Long Island, which makes us very uneasy. Poor New York! I long to have the battle over, and yet I dread the con-

sequences." This letter is in the possession of her grandson, Charles S. M'Knight, Esq., of New York.

John Morin Scott was an early opponent of British oppression, the coadjutor of Sears, Lamb, Willett, and others. He was

a descendant of the baronial family of Scott

of Ancram, Teviotdale, Scotland, and was

born in New York in 1730. He graduated

at Yale College in 1746. He adopted the

profession of the law, married Helena Rut-

cers, of New York, and made that city his 1^ / ^^ ' y^^/ _-^,i-, ^^ ,^.«

tield of active iisefulness. With WiUiam /j^^^^ ^y^/yfyA^''^^
Livingston, ofNew Jersey, his voice and pen / /^.^ — ^ f^Cy^ ^ ' ^ /^

boldly advocated extreme measures, and,

because of his ultra Whig principles, the

timid ones defeated his election to the Gen-

eral Congress in 1774. He was one of the

most active and influential members of the General Committee of New York in 177.3, and was a member of the Provincial Cou-
^'ress that year. On the ninth of June, 1776, he was commissioned a brigadier, which oflice he held until March, 1777. He was
with his brigade in the battle of Long Island, and was one of the Council of War called by Washington to decide whether to

tight longer or retreat. He was afterward with General Heath in the lower part of West Chester, but left the service in March,
! 777, when he was appointed secretary of the State of New York. He was a member of the General Congress in 1782 and 1783.

In 1784 he was elected an honorary member of the Society of the Cincinnati. He died on the fourteenth of September of the

same year, in the fifty-fifth year of his age. His remains lie in Trinity church-yard with those of his ancestors, close by the

railing on Broadway, north of the great entrance-door to the church. I am indebted to John Morin Scott, Esq., of Philadelphia,

a grandson of the general, for the materials of this brief sketch.

t " This monument is erected to the memory of the Honorable Israel Putnam, Esq., major general in the armies of the United

States of America ; who was born at Salem, in the Province of Massachusetts, on the seventh day of January, 1718, and died

at Brooklyn, in the State of Connecticut, on the twenty-ninth day of Jlay, A.D. 1790. Passenger, if thou art a soldier, go not

away till thou hast dropped a tear over the dust of a Hero, who, ever tenderly attentive to the lives and happiness of his men.
liared to lead where any one' dared to follow. If thou art a patriot, remember with gratitude how much thou and thy country

owe to the disinterested and gallant exertions of the patriot who sleeps beneath this marble. If thou art an honest, generou-.

ind worthy man, render a sincere and cheerful tribute of respect to a man whose generosity was singular ; whose honesty

was proverbial ; and who, with a slender education, with small advantages, and with powerful friends, raised himself to uni-

versal esteem, and to offices of eminent distinction by personal worth, and liy the diligent services of a useful life.

'
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The "Passes." Miles and Woodhull. Fortifications near Brooklyn.

breast-works were cast up. These

rows to the Jamaica road, at

the present East New York,

and in broken elevations fur-

ther on. There were several

roads traversing the flat coun-

try in the rear of these hills.

These Colonel Miles, of Penn-

sylvania, was directed to re-

connoiter with his regiment,

to watch and report upon the

progress of the enemy. To

Sullivan was intrusted

command of the troops

without the lines, assist-

ed by Brigadier-general

passes were in a range of hills extending from the Nar-

Lord Stirling ; General Wood-
hull (late president of the Pro-

vincial Congress), now in arms,

was commissioned to deprive

the invaders of provisions by

removing the live stock to the

plains of Hempstead.

The invading army pre-

pared for marching soon after

the debarkation. The Hes-

sians, under De Heister, form-

ed the center or main body
;

/ the English, under Gen-

i/Cj 7/C^'^y^^^ eral Grant, composed the

left wing, which rested

By a careful comparison of maps, military plans, and other authorities, with maps of the modern city, I

have endeavored to locate the various works. I am satisfied that there will be found no material errors

in the statement.*

* The first work erected, after fortifying Red Hook and constructing Fort Stirling, on Brooklyn Heights (see page 799), was

a redoubt called Furl Putnam, upon a wooded hill near the Wallabout, now known as Fort Greene and Washington Square.

This was a redoubt with five guns ; and when the trees were felled, it commanded the East River, and the roads approaching

Brooklyn from the interior. An intrenchment extended from Fort Putnam northwesterly down the hill to a spring now(1852,)

in a tanning yard, with a pump in it, near the intersection of Portland Street and Flushing Avenue. This spring was then on

the verge of the Wallabout From the western side of the fort an intrenchment extended in zigzag course across the Flatbush

road, near the junction of Flatbush Avenue and Power Street, to Freek's mill-pond, at the head of Gowanus Creek, near the

junction of Second Avenue and Carroll Street. Near the intersection of Kevins and Dean Streets, about half way between

Fort Putnam and the mill-pond, on the land of Debevoise and Vanbrunt, a redoubt was constructed with five guns, and called

Fori Greene. A little eastward of Fort Putnam, near the Jamaica road, was a small redoubt ; and upon the slope of Bergen

Hill (also called Boenims's Hill), opposite Brewer's mill, was a small redoubt with four guns. It stood between Smith Street

and First Avenue, not far from the termination of Hoyt Street, at Carroll. This is supposed to be Box Fort. It was afterward

8ti-engthened by the British while a detachment lay encamped on Bergen Hill. Last year (1851) a friend of the writer picked

up arrow heads, and buttons marked "42" (42d Highlanders), on the site of this redoubt. At the head of the tunnel of the

Long Island rail-way, in the vicinity of Boerum and Atlantic Streets, was a high, conical hill, called Ponkiesbergh and Cobble

Hill. A redoubt for three cannons was constructed on the top of this hill, and, from the circumstance that an intrenchment ex-

tended spirally from summit to base, it was called Cork-screw Fort.—(See Onderdonk's Revolutionary Incidents of Long Island,

ii., 118.) This redoubt remained until 1812, when it was strengthened and called Fort Swift. Fort Putnam was strengthened

at the same time, and called Jor£ Greene. The banks then

raised on those of the fort of the Revolution were very

prominent until the present year (1852), when diluted

patriotism and bad taste allowed them to be leveled so as

to give the face of Washington Square a smooth appear-

ance. To the eye of a true American there is more beauty

in a single mound consecrated by patriotism than in a

score of graveled walks trodden by the gay and thought-

less.

These several fortifications, with other localities and

events mentioned in the account of the battle, will be bet-

ter understood by reference to the accompanying map,
which is a reduced copy of one carefully prepared by
Henry Ondcrdonk, Jr., and published in his valuable

collection of Revolutionary Incidents of Long Island. Mr.

Onderdonk has thoroughly explored the ground we are

considering ; and to him, as a cicerone, when visiting the

field of conflict, I am much indebted for a knowledge of

the various localities.

Explanation of the Plan.— Figure 1, Gravesend
beach, where the British landed; 2, Denyse's (Fort Ham-
ilton) ; 3, Martense's Lane, along the southern boundary
of Greenwood Cemetery, extending from Third Avenue,
at the lower end of Gowanus Bay, to the Flatbush and

New Utrecht road; 4, Red Lion tavern; 5, Grant's forces; 6, Stirling's forces; 7, Stirling's last encounter; 8, Cortelyou's

house; 9, Port or Mill road; 10, Flatbush pass ; 11, Americans retreating across the creek; 12, Party of Americans covering

the retreat; 13, Box Forb; 14, Browcr's mill; 15, Fort Greene, near the mill-pond; 16, Cork-screw Fort; 17, Baker's tavern,

Uear the junction of Fulton and Flatbush Avenues ; 18, British redoubt, cast up after the battle ; 19, Fort Putnam, now Fort

Greene; 20, Stone church, where Washington held a council of war; 21, Fort Stirling; 22, The ferry, foot of Fulton Street;

23, Fort at Red Hook; 24, Corlaer's Hook; 25, Battery, foot of Catharine Street; 2G, Paulus' Hook; 27, Governor's Island;
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March of the British. Advantage gained. Advance of Grant toward Gowanus.

on New York Bay ; and the right wing-, designed for the principal performance in the drama
about to be opened, was composed of choice battalions, nnder the command of Clinton, Corn-

wallis, and Percy, accompanied by Howe, the commander-in-chief. While Grant and De
Heister were diverting the Americans on the left and center, the right was to make a cir-

cuitous march by the way of Flatlands, to secure the roads and passes between that village

and Jamaica, and to gain the American left, if possible. This division, under the general

command of Clinton, moved from Flatlands on the evening of the twenty-sixth, a j^^^g^
and, guided by a Tory, passed the narrow causeway, over a marsh near the scatter- i^''^-

ed village of New Lots,' called Shoemaker's Bridge. At two o'clock in the morning they

gained the high wooded hills within half a mile of the present village of East New York,

unobserved by Colonel Miles and the American patroles, except some subaltern officers on

horseback, whom they captured. Informed that the Jamaica road was unguarded, Clinton

hastened to secure the pass, and before daylight that important post and the Bedford pass''

were in his possession, and yet General Sullivan Avas ignorant of the departure of the enemy
from Flatlands. Expecting an attack upon his right, in the vicinity of Gowanus, all his

vigilance seems to have been turned in that direction, and he did not send fresh scouts in

the direction of Jamaica. The advantage thus gained by Clinton decided the fortunes of

the day.

While the British right wing was gaining this vantage ground, General Grant, with the

left, composed of two brigades, one regiment, and a battalion of New York Loyalists raised

by Tryon, made a forward movement toward Brooklyn, along the coast road,^ hy way of

IVIartense's Lane—" the road from Flatbush to the Pved Lion" (4) mentioned by Lord Stir-

ling. The guard at the lower pass (3) gave the alarm, and at three o'clock in the morn-
ingb Putnam detached Lord Stirling,* with Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Mary-
land regiments, commanded by Atlee, Haslet, and Smallwood, to oppose Grant.

""'"''

The militia guard at Martense's Lane were driven back by Grant to the hills of Greenwood
Cemetery, a little north of Sylvan Water, where they were rallied by Parsons, and main-

tained a conflict until the arrival of Stirling^ at daybreak, with fifteen hundred men. Stir-

' New Lots village is about a mile south of the rail-way station at East New York, upon the same plain.

The morass at Shoemaker's Bridge (30 on map, page 806) is now only a wet swale, with a small slug-

gish stream, and presents none of the difficulties of passage of former days. It is said that at the time in

question a single regiment might have kept the whole British force at bay at Shoemaker's Bridge.
^ There were four important passes through the hills which should have been well guarded, namely,

at Martense's Lane (3), on the southern border of Greenwood Cemetery; the Flatbush pass, at the junc-
tion of the present Brooklyn and Flatbush turnpike and the Coney Island Plank road ; the Bedford pass,

about half a mile northward of the junction of the Flatbush and Bedford roads ; and the Jamaica pass, a
short distance from East New York, on the road to Williamsburgh, just at the entrance to the Cemetery
of the Evergreens.

At East New York, " Howard's half-way house" of the Revolution is yet standing, though much altered.

William Howard, a son of the Whig tavern-keeper, is yet (1852) living there, at the age of ninety. He
told me that he remembers well seeing the British approaching from New Lots, and then taking his father

,^ prisoner and compelling him to show them the Jamaica pass, and the best route over the hills east of it,

to the open country toward Brooklyn. We sat in the room in which he was born eightj'-nine years before.
^ It must be remembered that the present road along the verge of the high bank from Yellow Hook to

Gowanus did not exist. The "coast road" was on the slopes further inland, and terminated at Mar
tense's Lane.

* Lord Stirling was in the English House of Commons on the second of February, 1775, when this same
General Grant declared in debate that the Americans "could not fight," and that he would "undertake
to march from one end of the Continent to the other with five thousand men."—Duer's Life of Lord Stir-

ling, 162; Par. Reg., i., 135.
^ William Alexander, earl of Stirling, was born in the city of New York in 1726. His father, James

Alexander, was a native of Scotland, and took refuge in America in 1716, after an active espousal of the

28, The Narrows
; 29, Vandeventer's Point ; 30, Phoemaker's Bridge, near New Lots. Bonnet's Cove is near figure 4, where, it

is said, three thousand British troops landed on the morning of the twenty-seventh of August, the day of the hattle. a a, track
of the left wing of the British army, under the immediate command of General Howe, from Flatlands, by way of the present
East New York (Howard's halfway house) to Brooklyn.
While in possession of New York and vicinity, the British so strengthened Fort Stirling, on Brooklyn Heights, that it assumed

the character of a regular fortification, with four bastions, similar to Fort George, in New York. They also cast up a line of in-

trenchments along the brow of the hill from the Heights to the present Navy Yard.
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Sketch of Lord Stirling. The construction of Beacons.

ling took position upon the slopes a little northwest of " Battle Hill," in Greenwood, and

Atlee ambuscaded in the woods on the left of Martense's Lane, near the Firemen's Monu-

cause of the pretender, in the rebellion the previous year. His mother was the widow of David Provoost.

better known in the city of New York, a little more than a century a^o, as "Ready-money Provoost."*

Young Alexander joined the army during a portion of the French and Indian war, and was aid-de-camp and

secrefary to General Shirley. He accompanied that officer to England in 1755, and while there he made

the acquaintance of some of the leading statesmen of the time. By the advice of many of them, he insti-

tuted legal proceedings to obtain the title of Earl of Stirling, to which his father was heir presumptive

when helek Scotland!" Although he did not obtain a legal recognition of the title, his right to it was gen-

erally conceded, and from that time he was addressed as Earl of Stirling. He returned to America in

1761, and soon afterward married the daughter of Philip Livingston (the second lord of the manor), a sister

of Governor Livingston, of New Jersey, and built a fine mansion (yet standing) at Baskcnridge, in that

state. He was a member of the Provincial Council of New Jersey for several years. In 1775, the Pro-

vincial Convention of New Jersey appointed him colonel of the first regiment of militia, and in March, 1776.

the Continental Congress gave him the commission of brigadier. Lee left him in command at New York

in April. He was conspicuous in the battle near Brooklyn in August, and in February ensuing Congress

appointed him a major general. He performed varied and active service until the summer of 1781, when

he was ordered to the command of the Northern army, his head-quarters at Albany. An invasion from

Canada was then expected. Quite a large British force prevailed above the Highlands. We
was at Ticonderoga and vicinity, under St. Leger, who /Ji^Z© have already met detachments in the vi-

was repulsed at Fort Stanwix in 1777. and much alarm O!^ ^'"'^3' "^ Johnstown (see p. 290, vol. i.),

/^ ^ty-t.-^^^^-y^

"y^
.und witnessed their reception by Col-

onel Willett. The vigorous and cfltct-

ive preparations made by Lord Stirling

intimidated St. Leger, and he returned

to Canada. Late in the autumn Stir-

ling took the chief command in New
.fersey, and the following summer he

was again in command at Albany, with

a general supervision of military aflaii

that time were several re-

specting beacons and alarm
posts. From one of them, in

possession of the son of Col-

onel Aaron Burr, I copied the

annexed sketch, made by the

pen of Lord Stirling, together

with the full order.f Lord
Stirling died at Albany on the

fifteenth of Januar}', 1783, in

the fifty-seventh year of his

age. It is a singular fact that

at different periods during the

war. Lord Stirling had under
his command eveiy brigade

of the American army except

between that place and New York
Among other orders issued b}' him at *-"^ *

those of South Carolina and Geoi-gia. His youngest daughter married Colonel William Duer, and becam
the mother of William A. Duer, late president of Columbia College, and Judge John Duer, of the cit}' o

New York.|:—See Life of Lord Stirling, by his grandson, William A. Duer, LL.D.

* He acquired this title because he won riches rapidly by the illicit trade in which the colonists were then engaged. His
family vault may now (1852) be seen a few rods from the bank of the East River, in " Jones's Woods," between Seventieth and
Seventy-first Streets. On the top is a large marble slab, placed there in memory of the wife of his son David.

t The following is a copy of the order: "Each of the beacons arc to be of the following dimensions: at bottom, fourteen feet

square, to rise in a pyramidal form to about eighteen or twenty feet high, and then to terminate about six feet square, with a

ritout sapling in the center of about thirty feet high from the ground. In order to erect them, the officer who oversees the ex-

L'cution should proceed thus : he should order the following sized logs to be cut as near the place as possible : twenty logs of
fourteen feet long and about one foot diameter ; ten logs of about twelve feet long ; ten logs of about ten feet long ; ten logs of

about nine feet long ; ten logs of about eight feet long ; t^venty logs of about seven feet long ; twenty logs of about six feet loni;.

He should then sort his longest logs as to diameter, and place the four longest on the ground, parallel to each other, and about
tliree feet apart from each other. He should then place the four next logs in size across these at right angles, and so proceed
till all the logs of fourteen feet be placed. Then he is to go on in the same manner with logs of twelve feet long, and when they
Hre all placed, with those of a lesser size, till the whole are placed, taking care, as he goes on, to fill the vacancies behveen the los?

with old dry split wood or useless dry rails and brush, not too close, and leaving the fifth tier open for firing and air. In tlic

beginning of his work, to place a good stout sapling in the center, with part of its top left, about ten or twelve feet above the

whole work. The figure of the beacon will appear thus. [Tlie sketch above given.] The two upper rows of logs should be

fastened in their places with good strong wooden plugs or trunnels." Tlieee beacons were erected upon hills from the Hudson
Highlands dirough New Jersey by way of Morristown, Pluckerain, and Middlebrook, and upon tlie Neversink Hills at Sandy
Hook. They were to be used as signals denoting the approach of the enemy, for the assembling of the militia at certain points,

and to direct the movements of certain Continental battalions.

X I have before me an old manuscript schedule of Lord Stirling's wardrobe, in which the material and color of each article

is given. I print the number as a curious example of the personal provisions of a gentleman of his class at that time, namely ;

Thirty-one coats, fifty-eight vests, forty-three pairs of breeches, six powdering gowns (used when powdering the hair), two pairs
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Skirmish between Grant and Stirling. Storming of the Flatbush Redoubt. Descent of Clinton. Surrender of the Americans.

ment, to attack Grant on his approach. This was done, and after two or three rounds

Atlee fell back to the left of Stirling, on the top of the

hills. At this moment Kichline and his riflemen, De

Haas and his battalion, and Captain Carpenter, with two

field-pieces, arrived. Grant advanced and took post in

an orchard,' within one hundred and fifty yards of Stir-

ling, and a severe skirmish ensued. Grant had also two

field-pieces, but neither party made much use of their

cannons. In that position the belligerents remained,

without severe fighting, until eleven o'clock in the fore-

noon,^ when events on the left wing of the American

army changed the whole aspect of affairs.

While Grant and Stirling were thus engaged, De Heis-

ter and his Hessians moved from Flatbush, and cannon-

aded the works at the Flatbush pass, where Sullivan was

in command with the regiments of Colonels Williams and

Miles. In the mean while, Clinton had descended from the wooded hills and attacked the

extreme left of the Americans on the plain at Bedford. The firing was understood by De
Heister, who immediately or-

dered Count Donop to storrn

the redoubt at the pass, while

he pressed forward with the

main body of the Hessians.

A fierce and bloody combat

ensued,^ when Sullivan, per-

ceiving the peril of his little

army (for Clinton was rapidly

gaining his rear), ordered a

retreat to the lines at Brook-

lyn. The opportunity was

gone, and on descending the

rough slope from Mount Pros-

pect, they were met by Clin-

ton's light infantry and dragoons,

who drove them back in confu-

sion upon the Hessian bayonets.

Sullivan and his ensnared soldiers

fought desperately, hand to hand,

with the foe, while driven back-

ward and forward between the full ranks of

the assailants. Many broke through the

gleaming fence of bayonets and sabers, and

' A few trees of this orchard yet remain in the southwest part of Greenwood Cemetery.
' During the morning the Roebuck frigate approached Red Hook and cannonaded the battery there.

This, like the movement of Grant, was intended to divert the Americans from the ojierations of Clinton on

their left.

' The Hessians fought with desperation, and gave no quarter. They had been told that the Amcrican-i

would not suffer one of them to live, and their sentiment was total extermination. " Our Hessians and our

brave Highlanders gave no quarter," wrote an officer of the 71st, "and it was a fine sight to see with

what alacrity they dispatched the rebels with their bayonets, after we had surrounded them so they could

not resist."—See Onderdonk's Revolutionary Incidents, ii., 138.

of trowscrs, thirty shirts, seventeen handkerchiefs, twenty-seven stocks, twenty-seven cravats, eight razor cloths, one hundred

and nineteen pairs of hose, six pairs of socks, fifteen night-caps, five pairs of drawers, two pairs of gloves, fourteen pairs of

ilioes, four pairs of boots ; total, four hundred and twelve garments.

II. Fff
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Battle between Stirling and Corowallis. Retreat across the Gowanus. Defeat and Capture of Stirling.

CouTELYou's House. •'

BnowEii's Mill.'

escaped to Fort Putnam,' while their less fortunate companions died upon the field or were

made prisoners. Among the latter were General Sullivan and several subordinate officers.

Those who escaped were followed up to the verge of the American lines, and the pursuing

grenadiers were with difficulty restrained from storming Fort Putnam. An easy victory

would doubtless have been the result.

Stirling was not aware of the disasters on the left until Coruwallis had marched down

the Port or Mill road (9), took position near the ancient dwelling

known as " the Cortelyou House," near Gowanus, and fired two

guns as a signal for Grant to press forward. That officer immedi-

ately attacked the Americans, and in the engagement Colonel Atlee

was made a prisoner. Hemmed in by the foe, Stirling saw no op-

portunity for escape except across the Gowanus Creek, at the dam
of the " Yellow Mill," and other places below Brower's Mill. To
efi'ect this, it M'as necessary to attack Cornwallis, and while a few

—

a forlorn hope—should keep him at bay, a large part of the Amer-

icans might escape. No time Avas to be lost, for the tide was rising,

and soon the creek would be impassable. Chang- _ :i=-^__=-

ing his front, and leaving his main body in conflict

with Grant, Stirling, at the head of a part of

Smallwood's battalion, commanded by Major (aft-

erward General) Gist, fell upon Cornwallis, and

blood flowed freely. For twenty minutes the con-

flict was terrible. Stirling endeavored to drive

the earl up the Port road, get between him and

Fort Box, and under cover of its guns escape

across Brower's dam. He was successful, but

while with his handful of brave young men he was keeping llie invader in check, a large

part of his companions in arms, consisting now chiefly of Haslet's Delawares and a part of

Smallwood's Marylanders, reached the creek. Some passed it in safety, but many sunk

into silence in the deep mud on its margin or beneath its turbid waters. Stirling was

obliged to yield when despoiled of nearly all of his brave men.* He became a prisoner,

and was sent immediately on board the Eagle, Lord Howe's flag-ship. Thus ended the

battle, when the sun was at meridian ; when it disappeared behind the low hills of New
Jersey, one third of the five thousand patriots who had contended for victory were lost to

their country—dead, wounded, or prisoners.' Soon many of the latter were festering with

' The mo.st sanguinary conflict occurred after the Americans had left the Flatbush pass, and attempted

to retreat to the lines at Brooklyn. The place of severest contest, and where Sullivan and his men were

made prisoners, was upon the slope between the Flatbush Avenue and the Long Island rail-waj', between

Bedford and Brooklyn, near " Baker's Tavern" (17), at a little east of the junction of these avenues. The
preceding map, compiled from those of the English engineers for Marshall's Life of Washington, will as-

sist the reader in obtaining a proper understanding of the movements of the two armies.
'" This house, built of stone, with a brick gable from eaves to peak, is yet (1852) standing upon the east-

ern side of the road leading from Brooklyn to Gowanus. It was built by Nicholas Vechte in 1699, and

was one of the first houses erected between Brooklyn and New Utrecht.

^ This is a view of the old mill of the Revolution, as it appeared when I made the sketch in 1850, before

it was destroyed. The view is from the west side of Gowanus Creek, looking southeast. In the extreme

distance is seen the "Yellow Mill" between which and the one in the foreground so many of the patriots

])erished.

•* Smallwood's regiment was composed chiefly of young men belonging to the most respectable and in-

fluential families in Maryland. Two hundred and fifty-nine of them perished in this conflict with Corn-

wallis's grenadiers near the "Cortelyou House."
* Dispatches of Washington and General Howe ; Letter of R. H. Harrison, quoted by Sparks, Washing-

lon''s Writings, \v., 5\3 ] Letters of Haslet and Sullivan, ?6., 516, 517 ; Buer^s Life of Lord Stirling, 163;

Life and Correspondence of President Reed, i., 218-224 ; Gordon, ii., 96-101 ;
Marshall, i., 87-91 ;

Sted-

man, i., 191-196; Onderdonk, ii., 127-131. The loss of the Americans is not precisely known. Howe
estimated it at 3300 ; it probably did not exceed 1650, of whom about 1100 were made prisoners. Hows
stated his own loss at 367 killed, wounded, and made prisoners.
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Capture, Treatment, and Death of General Woodhull. Preparations to Besiege the Works at Brooklyn.

disease in the loathsome prisons in New York, or in the more loathsome prison-ships at the

Wallabout.' General Woodhull was made a prisoner at Jamaica the next day,' and at

the close of summer no man was in arms against the crown in Kings, Queens, and Rich-
mond counties.

The victors encamped in front of the patriot lines, and reposed until the mornino- of the

twenty-eighth, a- when they broke ground within six hundred yards of Fort Putnam,
cast up a redoubt (18), and cannonaded the American works. Washington was 1776.'

there, and joyfully perceived the design of Howe to commence regular approaches instead

of rapid assaults. This fact was a ray of light in the midst of surrounding o-loora. The

' An account of the New York prisons and prison-ships may be found in the Supplement to this work.
' Nathaniel Woodhull was born at Mastic, Long Island, December 30, 1722. Agriculture was the chief

pursuit of his life. He was a major, under Ahercrombie, in the attack upon Crown Point and Ticonderoo-a
and afterward accompanied Bradstreet against Fort Frontenac.
He was a colonel, under Amherst, in 1760, and at the close

of the campaign he returned home and married Ruth Floyd,

e^-' A ./ /c^^c ^^ ^'^i^'-^^^'^^S^ He espoused the popular side in the Stamp Act movements, and,

posse.ssing the esteem of the people, he was elected, with Will-
iam Nicoll, a representative of Suffolk county, in the Colonial Assembly in 1769. He represented Suffolk

in the first Provincial Congress in 1775, and was elected president of that body. He was appointed a
brigadier of militia in August of that year, and in July, 1776, he was summoned home
to embod}' the militia of SulTolk and Queens, to assist in repelling invasion. He was en-

gaged in this service when he was made a prisoner,* cruelly wounded by a British offi-

cer, and died of his injuries three weeks afterward, at New Utrecht. His wife, who was
with him in his last moments, conveyed his body to Mastic, and there, in a secluded fam-
ily cemetery, a short distance from his residence, his remains rest. A marble slab marks
his grave, and bears the following inscription ;

" In memory of General Nathaniel
Woodhull, who, wounded and a prisoner, died on the twentieth of September, 1776, in

the fifty-fourth year of his age ; regretted by all who knew how to value his many pri-

vate virtues, and that pure zeal for the rights of his country to which Jie perished a vie- Woodhull's Ukave.

tim." The mansion of General Woodhull was burned in 1783, and in 1784, the present dwelling on the
homei-tead farm was erected near the spot. It is now (1852) owned by Henry Nicoll, Esq., a great-
grandson of General Woodhull.

* In consequence of the tardy movements of others, on whom devolved the duty of furnishing him with a proper force to
perform the labors assigned him, General Woodhull (Udell in many old accounts) did not participate in the battle on the
twenty-seventh of August He made his headquarters at Jamaica, and with his inadequate force he scoured the country for
miles around, watching the movements of the enemy, and driving large numbers of cattle to Hempstead plains. When ho
perceived the position of Clinton, near the Jamaica pass, on the morning of the twenty-seventh, he sent urgent messages to the
Provincial Congress asking for re-enforcements. It was now too late, for the regiments of Smith and Remsen, of Kin^s and
Queens counties, could not be spared from the lines at Brooklyn. With a soldier's impatience he was obliged to listen to the
distant roar of battle, for with a soldier's strict discipline he would not move without orders. When apprised of the disasters

of the day, he ordered his little band to fall back four miles beyond Jamaica, on the morning of the
twenty -eighth, while he awaited orders from camp. In the afternoon, he left Jamaica with two com-
panions, to join his soldiers, and while taking refuge from a thunder-storm in the inn of Increase Car-
penter, two miles east of Jamaica village, he was made a prisoner by a party of British, under Cap-
tain Sir James Baird (whom we met at Savannah, page 732), piloted by some Tories. Tradition say.?

that Baird ordered Woodhull to shout " God save the King !" and because instead he cried " God
save us all !" he smote him with his broadsword, and would have killed him on the spot, if Major
Delancey, who accompanied Baird, had not interfered. The blow badly wounded the head of the
general, and mangled his left arm the whole length. He and his companions were taken to Jamaica,
confined until the next morning in the Presbyterian stone church (which stood in the middle of the
present Fulton Street, at the head of Union Hall Street. It was demolished in 1832), then taken to
the British camp at Brooklyn, and conveyed to a loathsome cattle transport in Gravesend Bay. A

Church at Jamaica, humane British officer procured his removal to a house in the village of New Utrecht, where his arm
was amputated at the elbow. Woodhull sent for his wife, with a request thnt she fchould brlnL' with tier all fh'p money in her
possession, and all she could borrow. This was distributed among his fellow-pris-

oners. His wife arrived in time to attend him in his last moments, for the unskill

lul amputation resulted in mortification, and he died in the fifty fourth year ot

his age.

1 am indebted to Mr. Onderdonk for the sketch of the old Jamaica church.
With him I visited New Utrecht (1850) to make a drawing of the house wherein
General Woodhull died. It had just been demolished, and a modem house placed
on its site by the owner, Mr. Barent Wyckoff. To the patriotism and artistic skill

of Miss C. Lott, living near, I am indebted for the sketch of that venerated edifice,

probably the first house erected in that town. It was of stone, covered with red

tiles, and answered the description of a dwelling erected in 1658, by De Sille, the

attorney general of the province.— See Doc. Hist, nf New York, i., 634. The New Housk in which Woodhull died.

Utrecht church, which stood near, was of octagon form like one at Jamaica. The weather-cork from its steeple now graces
the bnm of Mr. Lott, and the gilt dove from the pulpit sounding-board is perched upon *he roof of his well.
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Situation of the Two Armies. Council of War. Retreat of the Americans to New York.

chief had crossed from New York early in the morning, and had witnessed the destruction

of some of his finest troops, without ability to send them aid except at the peril of the safety

of the camp or of the city, and his whole army. Ignorant of his real strength, Howe dared

not attempt an assault, and Washington had time to conceive and execute measures for the

safety of his troops.

.August
^^^ morning of the twenty-eightha dawned drearily. Heavy masses of vapor

1776.' rolled up from the sea, and at ten o'clock, when the British cannonade commenced,

a fine mist was falling. Although half dead with fatigue, the Americans had slumbered

little, for it was a night of fearful anxiety to them. At five in the morning, General Mif-

flin, who had come down from King's Bridge and Fort Washington with the regiments of

Shee, Magaw, and Glover, a thousand strong, in obedience to an order sent the day before,

crossed the East River, and took post at the Wallabout. The outposts of the patriots were

immediately strengthened, and during the rainy day which succeeded there were frequent

skirmishes. P».ain fell copiously during the afternoon, and that night the Americans, pos-

sessing neither tents nor barracks, suffered dreadfully. A heavy fog fell upon the hostile

camps at midnight, and all the next dayl^ it hung like a I'uneral pall over that
"^"'

' sanguinary battle-field. *^ Toward evening, while Adjutant-general Reed, accompa-

nied by Mifliin and Colonel Grayson, were reconnoitering near Red Hook, a light breeze

arose and gently lifted the fog from Staten Island. There they beheld the British fleet

lying within the Narrows, and boats passing rapidly from ship to ship, in evident prepara-

tion for a movement toward the city. Reed hastened to the camp with the information,

and at five o'clock that evening the commander-in-chief held a council of war.' An evac-

uation of Long Island, and a retreat to New York, was the unanimous resolve of the coun-

cil. Colonel Glover, whose regiment was composed chiefly of sailors and fishermen from

Marblehead and vicinity,* was ordered to collect and man boats for the purpose, and Gen-

eral M'Dougal was directed to superintend the embarkation. The fog still rested heavily

upon the island, the harbor, and the adjacent city, like a shield of the Almighty to cover

the patriots from the peril of discovery. Although lying Mithin a few hundred yards of

the American lines, the enemy had no suspicion of the movement.'

At eight o'clock in the evening the patriot regiments were silently paraded, the soldiers

ignorant of the intent ; but, owing to delay on account of unfavorable wind, and some con-

fusion in orders, it was near midnight when the embarkation commenced at the Ferry Stairs,

loot of Fulton Street, Brooklyn. For six hours those fishermen-soldiers plied their muffled

oars ; and boat after boat, filled with the champions of freedom, touched at the various

wharves from Fulton Ferry to Whitehall, and left their precious burdens. At six in the

morning, nine thousand men, with their baggage and munitions, except heavy artillery, had

crossed. Mifflin, with his Pennsylvania battalions and the remains of the regiments of

Smallvvood and Haslet, formed the covering party, and Washington and his staff", who had

been in the saddle all night, remained until the last company had embarked.* At dawn

' The council was held in the stone Dutch church (20), which stood near the junction of the present Ful-

ton and riatbush Avenues. This church was designated in the order for the evening as an alarm post

during the night, where they might rendezvous, in the event of the movement being discovered by the

.British. The officers present at the council were VVashincton, Putnam, Spencer, Milllin, M'Dougal, Par-

sons, John Morin Scott, Wadsworth, and Fellows.—See LlJ'e, &c., of President Reed, !., 417.
^ The uniform of these men, until they were attached to the Continental line, consisted of blue round

jackets and trowsers, trimmed with leather buttons. They were about five hundred in number.
^ A late English author complains bitterly of the apathy of the British general on this occasion. He

says, his troops " kept digiring their trenches on one side, while Washington was smuggling his forces out

on the other, and ferrying them over the East River to the city of New York The high-feeding En-

glish general slept on, and his brother the admiral (Lord Howe), though not so apt to doze, did not move
a single ship or boat, and was to all appearance unconscious of what was going on."

—

Pict. Hist, of the

Reign of George the Third, i., 273. Notwithstanding his want of energy on this occasion. General Howe
leoeived the honors of knighthood from his king for this victory. The ceremony was performed by Knyp-
hansen, Clinton, and Robertson, in November, 1776.

* In his dispatches to the president of Congress, Washington said that he had scarcely been out of the

lines from the twenty-seventh till the morning of 'he evacuation, and forty-eight hours preceding that had
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British first aware ot the Retreat. Condition of the Army. Disposition of the British Army.

the fog lifted from the city, but remained dark and dreary upon the deserted camp and the

serried ranks of the foe, until the last boat left the Long Island shore. Surely, if " the stars

in their courses fought against Sisera," in the time of Deborah, the wings of the Cherubim
of Mercy and Hope were over the Americans on this occasion.

Intelligence of this movement reached the British commander-in-chief at half past four

in the morning. Cautiously Captain Montressor and a small party climbed the embank-
ments of Fort Putnam and were certified of the fact.' It was too late for successful pur-

suit, for when battalion after battalion were called to arms, and a troop of horsemen sped

toward the East River, the last boat was beyond pistol shot; and as the fog rolled away
and the sunlight burst upon the scene, the Union flag was waving over the motley host of

Continentals and militia marching toward the hills of Rutgers' farm, beyond the present

Catharine Street." Howe was greatly mortified by the event, for he felt certain that his

prey could not escape his meshes.

Although the American army was safe in New York, yet sectional feelings, want of dis-

cipline, general insubordination of inferior officers and men, and prevailing immorality, ap-

peared ominous of great evils. Never was the hopeful mind of Washington more clouded

with doubts than when he wrote his dispatches to the president of Congress, in the month of

September. a Those dispatches and the known perils which menaced the effort fc
independence led to the establishment of a permanent army.^

On the evacuation of Long Island, the British took possession of the American works,

and, leaving some English and Hessian troops to garrison them, Howe posted the remainder
of his army at Bnshwick, Newtown, Hell Gate, and Flushing.

Howe made his head-quarters at a house in Newtown (yet stand-

ing), now the property of Augustus Bretonnier, and there, on the

third of September, he wrote his dispatch, concerning the battle, to

b August, ^^® British ministry. On the thirtieth, b Admiral Howe
1776. sailed up the bay with his fleet and anchored near Gov-

ernor's Island, within cannon-shot of the city. During the night

after the battle, a forty-gun ship had passed the batteries and an- howe's Quaktebs
chored in Turtle Bay, somewhat damaged by round shot from Burnt
Mill or Stuyvesant's Point, the site of the Novelty Iron-works.* Other vessels went around
Long Island, and passed into the East River from the Sound, and on the third of Septem-
ber the whole British land force was upon Long Island, except four thousand men left upon
Staten Island to awe the patriots of New Jersey. A blow was evidently in preparation for

the republican army in the city. Perceiving it, Washington made arrangements for evac-

uating New York, if necessary.'

hardly been off his horse and never closed his eyes. Yet a popular English author of our day (see Pict.

Hist, of the Reign of George the Third, i., 273) mendaciously says, "Washington kept his person safe in

New York."
' Onderdonk (ii., 131) says that a Mrs. Rapeiye, living near the ferry, sent her servant to inform the

British of the retreat. The negro was arrested by a Hessian guard, who could not understand a word
that he uttered. He was detained until morning, when he was taken to head-quarters, and revealed the
secret, but too late.

' A cannonade was opened upon the pursuers from Waterbery's battery, where Catharine Market now
stands.

' See page 225. In his letter of the second of September, Washington evidently foresaw his inability

to retain his position in the city of New York. He asked the question, " If we should be obliged to aban-
don the town, ought it to stand as winter quarters for the enemy?" and added, "If Congress, therefore,

should resolve upon the destruction of it, the resolution should be a profound secret, as a knowledge of it

will make a capital change in their plans." General Greene and other military men, and John Jay and
.several leading civilians, were in favor of destroying New York. But Congress, by resolution of the third

of September, ordered otherwise, because they hoped to regain it if it should be lost.—See Journal, ii., 321.
* Washington sent Major Crane of the artillery to annoy her. With two <runs, upon the high bank at

Forty-sixth Street, he cannonaded her until she was obliged to take shelter in the channel east of Black-

well's Island.

^ On the approach of the fleet, the little garrison on Governor's Island and at Red Hook withdrew to
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Howe's proposition for a Conference. Meeting with a Committee of Congress. Bushnell's " Marine Turtle" or Torpedo.

Lord Howe now offered the olive-branch as a commissioner to treat for peace, not doubt-

ing the result of the late battle to be favorable to suc-

cess. General Sullivan and Lord Stirling were both

prisoners on board his flag-ship, the Eagle. The former

was paroled,' and sent with a verbal message from

Howe to the Continental Congress, proposing an informal

conference with persons M'hom that body might appoint.

Impressed with the belief that Lord Howe possessed more

ample powers than Parliament expressed in his appoint-

ment. Congress consented to a conference, after debating

the subject four days. A committee, composed of three

members of that body, was appointed, and the aggpt. u,

conference was held* at the house of Captain i^~6-

Billop, formerly of the British navy, situated upon the high shore of Staten Island, opposite

Perth Amboy." The event was barren of expected fruit, yet it convinced the Americans

New York. One man at Governor's Island lost an arm by a ball from a British ship, just as he was em-

barking.

*

' Both otficers were exchanged soon afterward, Sullivan for General Prescott, captured nine months be-

fore (see vol. i., page 181), and Lord Stirling for Governor Brown, of Providence Island, who had been cap-

tured by Commodore Hopkins. Lord Stirling was exchanged within a month after he was made prisoner.

'^ The committee consisted of Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Edward Rutledge. When they

reached Perth Amboy, they found the barge of Lord Howe in waiting for them, with a British oificer who

was left as a hostage! The meeting was friendly, and Lord Howe, who was personally acquainted with

Franklin, freely expressed to that statesman his abhorrence of the war, and his sincere personal desire for

peace. t The whole interview was distinguished by courtesy and good feeling. Howe informed the com-

mittee that he would not recognize them as members of Congress, but as private gentlemen, and that the

independence of the colonies could not be considered for a moment They told him he might call them

what he pleased, they were nevertheless representatives of a free and independent people, and would enter-

tain no proposition which did not recognize the independence of the colonies. The gulf between them was

evidently impassable, and the conference was soon terminated, for Howe had nothing acceptable to offer.

He expressed his regret because of his obligation now to prosecute the war. Franklin assured him that

* It was while the Eagle laid near Governor's Island that an attempt was made to destroy her by an "infernal machine,"

called a "Marine Turtle," invented by a mechanic of .^aybrook, Connecticut, named Bushnell. Washington approved of the

machine, on examination, and desired General Parsons to select a competent man to attempt the hazardous enterprise. The

machine was constructed so as to contain a living man, and to be navigated at will under water. A small magazine of gun-

powder, so arranged as to be secured to a ship's bottom, could be carried with it. This magazine was furnished with clock-

work, constructed so as to operate a spring and communicate a blow to detoiuiting powder, and ignite the gunpowder of the

magazine. The motion of this clock-work was sufficiently slow to allow the submarine operator to escape to a safe distance,

after securing the magazine to a ship's bottom. General Parsons selected a daring young man, named Ezra Lee. He enter-

ed the water at Whitehall, at midnight on the sixth of September. Washington and a few officers watched anxiously until

dawn for a result, but the calm waters of the bay were unruffled, and it was believed that the young man had perished. Just

at dawn some barges were seen putting otf from Governor's Island toward an object near the Eagle, and suddenly to turn and

pull for shore. In a few moments a column of water ascended a few yards from the Eagle, the cables of the British ships

were instantly cut, and they went down the Bay with the ebbing tide, in great confusion. Lee had been under the Eagle two

hours, trying in vain to penetrate the thick copper on her bottom. He could hear the sentinels above, and when they felt the

shock of his '• Turtle" striking against the bottom, they expressed a belief that a floating log had passed by. He visited other

ships, but their sheathing was too thick to give him success. He came to the surface at dawn, but, attracting the attention of

the bargemen at Governor's Island, he descended, and made for Whitehall against a strong current. He came up out of reach

of musket shot, was safely landed, and received the congratulations of the commander-in chief and his officers. Young Lee was

afterward employed by Washington in secret service, and was in the battles at Trenton, Brandywine, and Monmouth. He died

Rt Lyme, Connecticut, on the twenty-ninth of October, 1821, aged seventy-two years.

t Richard, Earl Howe, was born in ITiiS, and was next in age to his brother, the young Lord Howe, who fell at Ticonderoga

in 17.58 (see vol. i., page 118). He sailed with Lord Anson to the Pacific as midshipman at the age of fourteen years, and had

risen to the rank of admiral at twenty. He was appointed rear-admiral in 1770, and, before coming to America, he was pro-

moted to Vice-admiral of the Blue. After the American war, he was made first Lord of the Admiralty. He commanded the

i:nglish fleet successfully against the French in 1794. His death occurred in 1799, at the age of seventy-four years. In 1774,

l,ord Howe and his sister eu<leavored to draw from Franklin the real intentions of the Americans. The philosopher was in

vited to spend Christmas at the house of the lady, and it was supposed that in the course of indulgence in wine, chess, and

other socialities, he would drop the reserve of the statesman and be incautiously communicative. The arts of the lady were

unavailing, and they were no wiser on the question when Franklin left than when he came.

William Howe, brother of the earl, succeeded General Gage in the chief command of the Brit

ieh forces in America, and assumed his duties at Boston in 177.5. He commanded at the attack on

Breed's Hill, and from that time urtil the spring of 1778, he mismanaged military affairs in Amer- ^^^
ica. He was then succeeded by air Henry Clinton, and with his brother, the admiral, returned ^^/^ >^^^i?^7^,--''^

to England. He is represented as a good-natured, indolent m.an— •' the most indolent of mortals," ^^^^

said General Lee, " and never took pains to examine the merits or demerits of the cause in which he was engaged."
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Evacuation of the City by the Americans. Washington's Quarters. Captain Hale. Beekman's Green-house.

that Britain had determined upon the absolute submission of the colonies

increased the zeal of the patriots, and planted the stand-

ard of resistance firmer than before.

At a council of war held on the seventh,

a

a majority of officers were in favor of retaining

the city ; but on the twelfth, another council, with only

three dissenting voices (Heath, Spencer, and Clinton), re-

solved on an evacuation. The movement was imme-

diately commenced,

^')/p under the general su-

7-^1 C4^l^'^^'^l^ perintendence of Col-

onel Glover. The

Thi.« conviction

BiLLop's House
sick were taken to New Jersey, and the public stores were
conveyed to Dobbs's Ferry, twenty miles from the city. The main body of the army uioved

toward Mount Washington and King's Bridge on the thirteenth, accompanied by a large

number of Whigs and their families and efTects." A rear-guard of four thousand men, under
Putnam, was left in the city, with orders to follow, if necessary, and on the sixteenth Wash-
ington made his head-quarters at the deserted mansion of Colonel Roger Morris,^ on the

the American.s would endeavor to les.sen the pain he might feel on their account by taking good care of
themselves. Thus ended the conference.* In the third volume of the collected Writings of John Adams
may be found an interesting sketch from the pen of that patriot, describing the events of a night passed in

bed with Dr. Franklin at New Brunswick, on the night preceding this conference.
' Washington made the house of Robert Murray, on Murray Hill (see page 788), his quarters on the

fourteenth, and on the fifteenth he was at Mott's tavern, now the property of Mr. Pentz, near One hundred
and Forty-third Street and Eighth Avenue. It was at Murray's house that Captain Nathan Hale received
his secret instructions for the expedition which cost him his life.t

^ This elegant mansion is yet standing and unaltered, upon the high bank of the Harlem River, at One
nundred and Sixty-ninth Street, a little below the High Bridge of the Croton Aqueduct. Its situation is one
of the most picturesque on the island, commanding a fine view of the Harlem River and village, Long Island
Sound, Flushing, and Astoria, with the green fields of Long Island beyond. Below are seen the plains of

* Tbe commissioners immediately afterward issued a proclamation similar in character to the one sent out in July. This
proclamation, following the disasters upon Long Island, had great effect, and many timid Americans availed themselves of the
supposed advantages of compliance. In the city of New York more than nine hundred persons, by petition to the commission-
ers, dated sixteenth of October, declared their allegiance to the British government. To counteract this, in a degree, Con-
gress, on the twenty-first, provided an oath of allegiance to the American government.

t An.\ious to know the exact condition and intentions of the British on Long Island, Washington called a council of ofScers,
when it was determined to send a spy into their camp. Colonel Knowlton, who commanded a choice regiment called Con-
gress's Own, was directed to select a competent man from his corps. Captain Nathan Hale, of Coventry, Connecticut, volun-
teered for the service, and, bearing instructions from Washington to the commanders of all-American armed vessels to convey
him whithersoever he might desire to go, he crossed the Sound to Huntington (some say to Oyster Bay), and made his way to

the British camp at Brooklyn and vicinity. There he made sketches and notes, and, unsuspected, returned to Huntington wilb
valuable information. There he was recognized and exposed (tradition says by a Tory
relative), and was taken immediately to Howe's head-quarters at Beekman's house, at

Turtle Bay. He was confined in the greenhouse of the garden during the night of tbe
twtnty-first of September, and the next morning, without even the form of a regular
trial, was delivered to Cunningham, the brutal provost marshal, to be executed as a spy.
He was treated with great inhumanity by that monster. The services of a clergyman
and the use of a Bible were denied him, and even the letters which he had been permit-
ted by Howe to write to his mother and sisters during the night, were destroyed. He
was hanged upon an apple-tree in Rutgers' Orchard, near the present intersection of

East Broadway and Market Streets. His last words were, " I only regret that I have but one hfe to give to my country !"

His body was buried beneath the gibbet-tree. The name of this youthful patriot martyr appears luminous upon tbe pages of
our country's history, and the grateful citizens of his native town have erected a handsome monument to his memory there.

I made the above sketch of the green-house a few days before it fell, with all the glories of the Ijeautiful garden of the Beek-
man mansion, at the touch of the street commissioner, in July, 1853. Its locality is now in the center of Fifty-second Street, a

httle east of First Avenue. It was erected, with the mansion delineated on page 817, in 1764. I am indebted to the Honorable
James W. Beekman, tbe present owner of the grounds, for a copy of a curious document preserved among the family papers.

It is a memorandum, kept by the gardener of James Beekman (the original proprietor; during the war, showing the time that

several British officers, in succession, made the house their head-quarters. The following is a copy, with the heading by the
pen of Beekman :

" At the undermentioned time my country seat was occupied by the following generals" [the gardener's re-

port] :
" General Howe commenced fifteenth of September, 1776—seven and a half months. Commissary Loring the first of

May, 1777—one year and five months. General CUnton the twentieth of October, 1778—three years and six months. General
Hobison [Robertson] May the first, 1782—eleven and a half months. Mr. Beekman the sixteenth of April, 1783—two months.
General Carleton the sixteenth of June, 178'3, to the evacuation, is five months—in the whole, is seven years one and a half

months."—For Hale's capture and death, see Onderdonk's Revolutionary Incidents, ii., 48, 53

The (JHEEN-HOUSE.
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Preparation to invade New Yorlc. Revolutionary Fortifications on the north part of the Island.

heights of Harlem River, about ten miles from the city. Every muscle and implement

was now put in vigorous action, and before

the British had taken possession of the city

the Americans were quite strongly intrenched.'

Howe now prepared to invade the island

and take possession of the city of New York.

Large detachments were sent in boats from

Hallet's Point to occupy Buchanan's and Mon-

tressor's (now Ward's and Randall's) Islands,

at the mouth of the Harlem River, and early

on Sunday morning the fifteenth,

a

TT /-If • 1 r .1 a Sept., 1776.
Sir Henry Clmton, with iour thou-

sand men, crossed the river in flat bottomed

boats from the mouth of Newtown Creek, and

landed at Kip's Bay (foot of Thirty-fourthMoRBis's House.

Harlem, toward which the population of the great city is flowing. Colonel Morris was Washington's com-

panion in arras at the defeat of Braddock, and his successful rival in claims for the hand of Mary Phillipse

in 1756. Morris was a Loyalist, and at this time had fled, with his family, to the house of Beverly Rob-

inson in the Highlands. The present owner is the widow of the celebrated Colonel Aaron Burr, better

known as Madame Jumel, the name of her first husband.
' At Turtle Bay, Horn's Hook, Fort Washington and the heights in the vicinity, on the Hudson and Har-

lem Rivers, and near King's Bridge, traces of these fortifications may yet be seen.*

* The Americans cast up a redoubt at Turtle Bay, on the East River, between Forty-fourth and Forty-sixth Streets ; a breB6^

work at the Shot Tower, Fifty-fourth Street; another at the foot of Seventy-fourth Street; a third at the foot of Eighty-fifth,

near Hell Gate Ferry ; and a strong work called Thompson's Battery, upon Horn's Hook (now a beautifully shaded grassy

point), at Eighty-ninth Street. This redoubt commanded the mouth of Harlem River and the narrow channel at Hell Gate.

They also built a small work upon Snake Hill (now Mount Morris, in Mount Morris Square), near Harlem, and a line of breast-

works near the Harlem River, extending from One hundred and Thirty-sixth Street to Bussing's Point, near M'Comb's Dam.

Upon each side of '' Harlem Cove," at Manhattan ville, a battery was constructed (One hundred and Tliirty-first and One hundred

and Thirty-third Streets), and along the central hills whereon the Convent of the Sacred Heart stands wrfs a line of works ex

tending to One hundred and Fiftieth Street. These were small batteries, without connecting breastworks, and overlooked Har-

lena River. From near " The Grange" (the country residence of General Hamilton, yet standing), in the vicinity of One hund-

red and Fifty-first Street, was a line of intrenchments, with three batteries and abatis extending to the Hudson, a distance of

almost a mile. The batteries of this line were upon three eminences. Almost upon the line of One hundred and Sixty-first

and One hundred and Sixty-second Streets, was another line, with three batteries and abatis. These formed the " double lines

of intrenchments," mentioned in the histories. The quite prominent outlines of a redoubt on the lofty bank of the Harlem Riv-

er, at the foot of One hundred and Fifty-sixth Street, were pointed out to me by Henry O'Reilly, Esq., who resides near.

From this redoubt, down the steep hill to the cove where Colonel Stirling landed (see page 827), the old road is yet (1852) open

and passable. F'rom Colonel Morris's (Madame Jumel's) house was a line of shallow intrenchments to the North River, with

a single battery upon the eminence above the residence of the late Mr. Audobon the ornithologist, a little north of Trinity Cem-
etery. Upon the high west bank of the Harlem, yet rough and wooded, were two breastworks. These the British afterward

strengthened, and called it Fort George. This was between One hundred and Ninety-second and One hundred and Ninety-

sixth Streets. On the King's Bridge road below, at Two hundred and Sixth Street, a strong four-gun battery was erected.

Fort Washington, situated between One hundred and Eighty-first and One hundred and Eighty-sixth Streets, upon the highest

eminence on the isbind (between ten and eleven miles from the City Hall), was a strong earth-work of irregular form, cover-

ing, with its ravelins, several acres. It contained an inner work, a sort of citadel, within which
was the magazine. About twenty heavy cannons were mounted upon it, besides several smaller

pieces and mortars. Its chief strength consisted in its position. On the promontory below it

(Jetfery's Hook), where the Telegraph mast stands (between One hundred and Seventy-sixth

and One hundred and Seventy-seventh Streets), whs a redoubt, intended as a covering to chevauz

defrise constructed in the channel there. 1'he banks of this redoubt, among dwarf cedars upon
the rocks, are yet (1852) vei-y prominent. Northward of Fort Washington, on the same lofty

bank of the Hudson, between One hundred and Ninety fifth and One hundred and Ninety sixth

Streets, was a redoubt with two guns, which was afterward strengthened by the British and
called Fort Tryon. Near the extreme point of this range, at Spyl den Dyvrl Kill (Spite the Devil

Fort Washington. Creek), at Two hundred and Seventeenth Street, was a little redoubt of two guns, called Cock

Hill Fort; and across the creek, on Tetard's Hill, was a square redoubt, with bastions, called Fort Independence. At the point

where the Hudson River rail-way strikes the West Chester shore, was a small battery, and upon a hill commanding King's

Bridge from the south side, between Two hundred and Twenty fifth and Two hundred and Twenty-sixth Streets (just above

the present mill), was a redoubt. This was strengthened in 1781 by the British, and called Fort Prince, in honor of Prince Will-

iam (afterward William the Fourth), then in New York. The embankments of Furt Washington, and all of the works mentioned

in this paragraph, are yet visible. Those of the Citadel of Fort Washington (indicated at the foot of the flag-stafl^, page 826) arc

well defined. The military works mentioned in this note, with those in the note on page 799, composed the whole of the Rev.

olutionary fortifications upon Manhattan Island, except sorfte breast-works at M Gowan's Pa>!s, between One hundred and Fifth

And One hundred and Eighth Streets and the Fifth and .'^ixth Avenues, now known as Mount St. Vincent. The embankments
now seen at MGowan's Pas:,, and the square excavation in the rock a few rods northwest of the Roman Catholic school, were
constructed in 1812. Very few of the streets mentioned in this note have yet been opened; all of them have been surveyi'd

and located upon the city maps. The streets are generally opened and graded as far as the State Arsenal, Sixty-third Street.
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Flight of the Americaos on the Landing of the British. Washington's Mortification. Evacuation of the City.

Street) under cover of a severe cannonade from ten ships of war, which had sailed up and

anchored opposite the present House of Refuge, at the foot of Twenty-third Street.' An-

other division, consisting chiefly of Hessians, embarked a little above, and landed near the

same place. The brigades of Parsons and Fellows, panic-stricken by the cannonade and the

martial array, fled in confusion (many without firing a gun) when the advanced guard of

only fifty men landed. Washington, at Harlem, heard the cannonade, leaped into the saddle,

and approached Kip's Bay in time to meet the frightened fugitives. Their generals were

trying in vain to rally them, and the commander-in-chief was equally unsuccessful. Morti-

fied, almost despairing, at this exhibition of cowardice in the face of the enemy, Washing-

ton's feelings mastered his judgment, and casting his chapeau to the ground, and drawing

his sword, he spurred toward the enemy, and sought death rather than life. One of his

aids caught his bridle-rein and drew him from danger, M'hen reason resumed its power."

Unopposed, the British landed in full force, and, after skirmishing in the rear of Kip's house

with the advance of Glover's brigade, who had reached the scene, they marched almost to

the center of the island, and encamped upon the Indebcrg, an eminence between the pres-

ent Filth and Sixth Avenues and Thirty-fifth and Thirty-eighth Streets. The Americans

retreated to Bloomingdale, and Washington sent an express to Putnam in the city, order-

ing him to evacuate it immediately. Howe, with Clinton, Tryon, and a few others, went to

the house of Robert Murray, on Murray Hill (see page 789), for refreshments and rest.

With smiles and pleasant conversation, and a pro-

fusion of cake and wine, the good Whig lady de-

tained the gallant Britons almost two hours
;
quite

long enough for the bulk of Putnam's division of

four thousand men to leave the city and escape to

the heights of Harlem by the Bloomingdale road,

with the loss of only a few soldiers.' General

Robertson, with a strong force, marched to take

possession of the city, and Howe made his head-

quarters at the elegant mansion of James Beekman,
Beekman-s Mansion. ^t Turtle Bay, then deserted by the owner and his

family.* Before sunset his troops were encamped in a line extending from Horn's Hook

' The ships went up the Hudson, at the same time, as far as Bloomingdale. One of these vessels was
the detested Asia, of sixty-four guns. Captain Talbot, anxious to be useful, attempted its destruction by a
fire-ship. From near Fort Washington he proceeded cautiously, at two o'clock in the morning of the six-

teenth, and soon he was alongside the enemy, with his ship in a blaze. Lingering too long, he was badly

burned, but escaped to the Jersey shore in safety. The Asia managed to extricate herself from the peril.

—See Tuckerman's Life of Commodore Talbot, p. 24-29. * Gordon, ii., 111.
* Putnam, Knox, and other officers in the city were quite ignorant of the island beyond the intrench-

ments. They were perplexed on learning that the enemy occupied the east and middle roads, for they

knew of no other way among the woods and swamps of the island. Fortunately, Major Aaron Burr, then

one of Putnam's aids, knew the ground well, and under his direction the troops left Independent Batter)',

on Bunker Hill (where they were preparing for defense), and passing through the woods west of the present

Broadway, they reached a road leading from Greenwich (the property of Sir Peter Warren) to Bloominor.

dale. They were discovered by a patrole, after passing the camp upon the Inckberg, and a detachment
of light infantry were sent in pursuit. These overtook the rear of the Americans in a path extending from

Bloomingdale to Harlem Lane, near M'Gowan's Pass, and a warm skirmish was the result. This skirmish

was at about the intersection of One hundredth Street and Eighth Avenue.
* See note on page 815. This view of Beekman's mansion is from the grounds looking toward the

East River. The fine lawns and blooming gardens are now reticulated by city streets, and in a few years,

no doubt, this elegant specimen of the houses of " the olden time" will be swept away by the broom of

improvement. The carved family arms have been removed from their long resting-place over the elab-

orately wrought chimney-piece of the drawing-room, and an ancient sun-dial, which marked the hours in the

garden for almost a century, has been laid away in security. The elegant coach of the first proprietor,

emblazoned with the Beekman arms, is yet there, a rich old relic of the aristocracy of New York a cen-

tury ago.* There General Riedesel and his family resided during the summer of 1780.

* Tlie family arms consist of an irregular broad line, representing running water (Beekman signifies brook-man) drawn across

a shield, and upon each side of it is a fullblown rose. The crest is a helmet, surmounted by spread wings : the legend, " Mem
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Americans on Harlem Heights. Battle on Harlem Plains. Death of Knuwlton and Lietch.

across the island to Bloomingdale. Harlem Plains divided the hostile camps. For seven

a Sept. 15, years, two months, and ten days^ from this time, the city of New York remained

to
' in possession of the British troops.

^nss"^' "^he wearied patriots from the city, drenched by a sudden shower, slept in the

b Sept. 16 open air on the heights of Harlern that night. Early the next morningb intelli-

gence came that a British force, under Brigadier Leslie, was making its way by M'Gowan's

pass to Harlem Plains. The little garrisons at Mount Morris and Harlem Cove (Manhat-

P tanville) confronted them at the mouth of a deep rocky gorge,',

and kept them in partial check until the arrival of re-enforcements. Washington was at

Morris's house, and hearing the firing, rode to his outpost, where the Convent of the Sacred

Heart now stands. There he met Colonel Knowlton, of the Connecticut Rangers (^Co7i-

gress's Own), who had been skirmishing with the advancing foe, and now came for orders.

The enemy were about three hundred strong upon the plain, and had a reserve in the woods

upon the heights. Knowlton was to hasten with his Pvangers, and Major Leitch with three

companies of Weedon's Virginia regiment, to gain the rear of the advance, while a feigned

attack was to be made in front. Perceiving this, the enemy rushed forward to gain an ad-

vantageous position on the plain, when they were attacked by Knowlton and Leitch on the

flank. Re-enforcements now came down from the hills, when the enemy changed front

and fell upon the Americans. A short but severe conflict ensued. Three bullets passed

through the body of Leitch, and he was borne away. A few moments afterward, Knowlton

received a bullet in his head, fell, and M'as borne off' by his sorrowing companions." Yet

their men fought bravely, disputing the ground inch by inch as they fell back toward the

American camp. The enemy pressed hard upon them, until a part of the Maryland regi-

ments of Colonels Griffiths and Richardson re-enforced the patriots. The British were

' This rocky gorge has not yet been touched by the hand of improvement. It remains in all its primal

roughness, covered by low shrubbery, shoots from the roots of the ancient forest-trees. It extends on a

line^with and between the Fifth and Eighth Avenues, from the southern extremity of Harlem Plains.

2 Major Leitch died the following day. Knowlton was carried to the redoubt, near the Hudson, at One

hundred and Fifty-sixth Street, where he expired before sunset, and was buried within the embankments.

His death was a "public loss. His bravery at Bunker Hill commanded the highest respect of Washington.

In general orders in the morning after the battle on Harlem Plains, the commander-in-chief, alluding to the

death of Knowlton, said, " He would have been an honor to any country."

co7iscia recti." The Beekmans trace their family to Germany as early as 1470. William, the ancestor of the American branch

of the family, came to America, with Stuyvesant, in 1647. He was appointed vice.governor on the Delaware in 1658, was aft-

erward sheritf of f^sopug, in Ulster county, and burgomaster and alderman in New Amsterdam. There were other Beekmans

who iettlcd in the vicinity of Albany.—See Holgate'e American Genealogy, page 66.
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Great Fire in New York. Departure of the British Army for West Chester. Landing upon Throck'a Neck.

Earl Percy.'

driven back across the plain, when Washington, fearing an ambush, ordered a retreat. The

loss of the Americans was inconsiderable in numbers ; that of the British was eighteen killed

and about ninety wounded. This event inspirited the desponding Americans, and nerved

them for the contest soon to take place upon the main.

The British strengthened M'Gowan's Pass, placed strong pickets in advance of their lines,

and guarded their flanks by armed vessels in the East and North Rivers. General Rob-

ertson, in the mean while, had taken possession of the city, and commenced strengthening

the intrenchments across the island there. He had scarcely pitched his tents upon the hills

in the present Seventh and Tenth Wards, and began to look M'ith complacency upon the

city as snug winter quarters for the army, when columns of lurid smoke rolled up from the

lower end of the town. It was midnight a Soon broad arrows of flame shot up „ , .^ lit September

from the darkness, and a terrible conflagration began.' It was stayed by the ex- 20-21,

ertions of the troops and sailors from the ships, but not until about five hundred

houses were consumed.

Perceiving the Americans to be too strongly intrenched upon Harlem Heights to prom-

ise a successful attack upon them, Howe attempted to get in their

rear, to cut off' their communication with the north and east, and hem

them in upon the narrow head of Manhattan Island. Leaving a suf-

ficient force of British and Hessians, under Lord Percy, to guard the

city, and others to man his lines toward Harlem, he embarked the re-

mainder of his army upon ninety flat-boats, passed through the narrow

, ^ ^ ,„ and turbulent strait of Hell Gate, and landed upon Throck's
ij Oct. Iv, .'

1774. Neckjb a low peninsula jutting into the East River from the

main of West Chester county, sixteen miles from the city.' A few days afterward^ ^ q^^ j,

' Mr. David Grim, a merchant of New York, who saw the conflagration, has left a record of the event.

He says the fire broke out in a low grogafery and brothel, a wooden building on the wharf, near Whitehall

Slip. It was discovered between one and two o'clock in the morning of the twenty-first of September.

The wind was from ihe southwest. There were but few inhabitants in the city, and the flames, for a while

unchecked, spread rapidly. All the houses between Whitehall and Broad Streets, up to Beaver Street,

were consumed, when the wind veered to the southeast and drove the fire

toward Broadsva}'. It consumed all on each side of Beaver Street to the

Bowling Green, a little above which it crossed Broadway, and swept all

the buildings on both sides, as far as Exchange Street. On the west side

it consumed almost every building from Morris Street to Partition (Fulton)

Street, devouring Trinity church* in its way, and destroyed all the buildings

toward the North River. For a long time the new (St. Paul's) church was

in peril, for the fire crept in its rear to Mortkile (Barclay) Street, and ex-

^ tended west of King's (Columbia) College to Murray Street. The exact

number of buildings consumed was four hundred and ninety-three. The
icui.Ns OF iKiMTY CuuKCH. elty thcH contained about four thousand houses. " The ruins," says Dunlap

(who wandered over the scene at the close of the war), "on the southeast side of the town were convert-

ed into dwelling places by using the chimneys and parts of walls which were firm, and addinjr pieces of

spars with old canvas from the ships, forming hovels—part hut and part tent." This was called Canvas

Town, and there the vilest of the army and Tory refugees congregated. The Tories, and British writera

<if the day attempted to fix the crime of incendiarism upon the Whigs, but could not. It was well known

that the fire had an accidental origin, yet British historians continue to reproduce the libel.

'•' The officer who went out to Lexington with re-enforcements in April, 1775.—See page 528, vol. i.

' This is spelled Throck's, Throg's, and Frog's, in different histories. It was originally owned by a

man named Throckmorton, who was called Throck for the sake of brevity. On the extreme point of this

peninsula, at the entrance to Long Island Sound, stands Fort Schuyler, a strong work completed in

1842.

* Trinity church was erected at the close of the seventeenth century. The first building was small and square. Queen

Anne granted to the corporation in 1705 the land extending along the west side of Broadway to Christopher Street, known as

the Queen's Farm. The edifice was enUrged in 1737 to one hundred and forty-eight fi et in length, including the tower and

chancel, and seventy-two feet in breadth. The steeple was one hundred and seventy-fiv.- feet in height. This was the edifice

consumed by the great fire in 1776. The sketch of the ruins is from a picture made on the spot, and pubUshed in Dr. Berrian's

History of Trinity Church. It was rebuilt in 1788, taken down in 1839, and on the twenty-first of May, 1846, the present edifice

was consecrated to Christian worship.
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I/anding-place of the Hessians. Howe confronted. Skirmish near New Kochelle. General Heath

View at Bauffet's Point.

Other troops from Montressor's Island' and Flushing landed there ; and on the twenty-

second, Knyphausen, with the second divi-

sion of German hirelings, just arrived ai

New York," landed upon Myers's Point,

now Davenport's Neck, near New Ro-
chelle.'

When Washington perceived this move-

ment, he sent strong detachments, under

General Heath,* to oppose the landing of

the British, and occupy lower West Chester.

A redoubt had been thrown up on the hills, near William's Bridge ; all the passes to King's

Bridge were well guarded, and a detachment was at White Plains making intrenchments

there. The causeways to Throck's and Pell's Necks were also guarded, the latter by Col-

onel Hand and his riflemen ; and on the night of the first landing, a the bridge was
a Oct. 12. o' o

removed, and General Howe was left upon an island. He suspected his Tory guides

of treachery, but he soon ascertained the ^ ^_,^
truth and decamped, after being driven back // / f/"l^ /V/
from the causeway by Hand, with the aid /hJ '\J ^ ~^^
of Prescott (the hero of Breed's Hill) and a

three-pounder, under Lieutenant Bryant.^ Howe crossed in his boats to Pell's Point, a little

above, t* and marched over Pelham Manor toward New Rochelle. After a hot

skirmish with Glover's brigade, of Sullivan's division,

in which the Americans were repulsed, Howe encamped upon

high ground between Hutchins's River and New Rochelle

village, where he remained until the twenty-first, when he

took post upon the heights of New Rochelle," north of the

village, on the road to White Plains and Scarsdale. Knyp-
hausen and his division arrived the next day, and encamped
upon the land now owned by E. K. Collins, Esq., betweenHowe's Head-quarteks.

New Rochelle and Mamaroneck.

' On the twenty-fourth of September, Colonel Jackson, with Major Henly (aid-de-camp to General

Heath), and two hundred and forty men, made a descent upon the Briti.sh on Montressor's Island, in flat-

boats. They were repulsed with a loss of twenty-two men. Among them was Major Henlj', who was shot

while at the head of his men. He was carried to the camp, and buried by the side of the brave Knowlton.
^ These re-enforcements arrived on the eighteenth of October. The fleet consisted of seventj'-two sail,

havinjj on board four thousand Hessians, six thousand Waldeckers, two companies of chasseurs, two hund-
red English recruits, and two thousand baggage horses.

^ The main body of the Germans landed upon Bauflet's Point, on the east side of Davenport's Neck, where,
it is said, the Huguenot settlers of New Rochelle first touched our .shores. Davenport's Neck is a beau-
tiful fertile peninsula, jutting into the Sound near the village of New Rochelle. The view here given is

from the high rocky bank at Bauflet's Point, looking southeast upon the wooded islands which here dot the

Sound. The shores of Long Island are seen in extreme distance.

* William Heath was a native of Roxbury, Massachusetts, near which some of his descendants still re-

side. He was appointed a provincial brigadier in 1775.
The Continental Congress gave him the same commission,

and on the ninth of August, 1776, made him a major general,

together with Spencer, Sullivan, and Greene. He command-
ed near King's Bridge after the Americans left New York,

and in the following year he was in chief command in the
Eastern department. Burgoyne"s captured army were in his custody. In 1779 he commanded on the
Hudson, and there was the principal theater of his military life, until the close of the war. General Heath
was a useful officer, but circumstances prevented his making much display. He published an interestin<T

volume, entitled " Heath's Memoirs," which is now much sought after by collectors of valuable American
books. General Heath died in 1814, the last survivor of the major generals of the Revolution.

' Heath's Memoirs, page 67. For a sketch of Colonel Prescott, see page 539, vol. i.

* These heights are now (1862) partly wooded and partly cultivated
; then they were covered by the

primitive forest, except around the house above delineated, where Howe made his quarters. That house
is upon the eastern side of the highway from New Rochelle to White Plains, about a mile from the former
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American Army in West Chester. Skirmishes. Condition of the Army.

Washington viewed this first planting of the British standard upon the main land in pro-

claimed free America with great anxiety, for clouds were gathering in the horizon of the

future. Nominally, he had an army of nineteen thousand men, but in discipline, order, and

all the concomitants of true soldiers' they were not one third of that number. The time

of service of many of them was drawing to a close, and cold weather was approaching to

chill the ardor of half-clad patriots. A powerful enemy, well provided, was crouched as a

tiger within cannon-voice, ready to spring upon its prey. Yet Washington's spirit did not

quail, and he resoh^ed to confront the foe with his motley troop, as if with a parity of vet-

erans. He called a council of war at his quarters at Morris's house, » to decide
j, ^^^ ^^

upon the propriety of evacuating Manhattan Island. General Lee, fresh from the i''^<^-

field of victory at Charleston, had just arrived and gave his weighty opinion in favor of a

total abandonment of the island. The main army M'as speedily marched toward the Bronx,

in West Chester, leaving a garrison, under Colonel Magaw, of Pennsylvania, sufficient to

hold Fort Washington and its dependencies. In four divisions, under Generals Lee, Heath.

Sullivan, and Lincoln, the American army moved
slowly up the western side of the Bronx, and formed

a series of intrenched camps upon the hills from the

heights of Fordham to White Plains, a distance of

about thirteen miles. While presenting a front par-

allel to that of Howe, frequent skirmishes occurred, in

which the Americans were generally the winners.*

General Greene with a small force garrisoned Fort

Lee, situated upon the Palisades,^ nearly opposite

Fort Washington, and on the twenty-first of October

the commander-in-chief left Morris's house and made Washingtons Headquarters.*

his head-quarters near White Plains, where, directed by a French engineer, the Americans

village. It was very much dilapidated when I visited it, and was occupied by a colored family. Half a

mile beyond this dwelling, on the same side of the road, is the marble monument erected to the memory
of Thomas Paine. A sketch of this monument may be found in the Supplement, page 853.

' Cotemporaiy writers give a sad picture of the army at that time. Among many of the subordinate

officers, greed usurped the place of patriotism. Officers were elected on condition that they should throw

their pay and rations into a joint stock for the benefit of a company; surgeons sold recommendations for

furloughs, for able-bodied men, at sixpence each, and a captain was cashiered for stealing blankets from his

soldiers. Men went out in squads to plunder from friend or foe, and immorality prevailed throughout the

American army. Its appointments, too, were in a wretched condition. The surgeon's department lack-

ed instruments According to a general return of fifteen regiments, there were not more than sufficient in-

struments for one battalion.—See Washington's Letter to Congress, Sept. 24, 1776; Gordon, ii., 114.
^ On the night of the twenty-first of October, Lord Stirling sent Colonel Haslet, with Delaware and Ma-

ryland troops, to surprise some Loyalists then lying at Mamaroneck, under Colonel Rogers, the ranger

during the French and Indian wars. These troops were the Queen's Rangers, afterward commanded bv

Simcoe. Almost eighty men were killed or captured, and the spoils vi'ere sixty .stand of arms, and pro-

visions and clothing. Rogers escaped. On the twenty-third, Colonel Hand and his ritiemen attacked two
imndred and forty Hessian chasseurs near East Chester, and routed them; and almost nightly the British

pickets were disturbed by the Americans. These events made Howe cautious and slow in his movements.
' The high perpendicular rocks extending along the western bank of the Hudson from Weehawken

north about twenty-three miles, are so called on account of their resemblance to palisades. Congress had

ordered Washington, "by every art and whatever expense, to obstruct effectually the navigation of the

North River, between Fort Washington and Mount Constitution [whereon Fort Lee stood], as well to pre-

vent the regress of the enemy's frigates lately gone up. as to hinder them from receiving succors."

—

Journals, ii., 385.
• The house occupied by Washington while the army was at White Plains is yet standing. It is a frame

building, on the east side of the road, about two miles above the village. This view is from the road, look-

ing northeast. When I last visited it (1851), Miss Jemima Miller, a maiden ninety-three years of age,

and her sister, a few years her junior, were living therein, the home of their childhood. A chair and table,

used by the chief, is carefully preserved bv the family, and a register for the names of the numerous vis-

itors is kept. This house was in the deep solitude of the forests, among the hills, when Washington was

there ;
now the heights and the plain near by smile with cultivation. The present owner of the property

is Abraham Miller. *•

'
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The two Armies at White Plains. The Battle there. The Intrenchments

oast up breast-works, rather as a defense for an intrenched camp in preparation upon the
hills of North Castle two miles beyond than as permanent fortifications.'

a 1776
^^^^ armies were near White Plains on the morning of the twenty-eighth of Oc-

tober.a The Americans were chiefly behind their brea-st-works near the village, and
the British were upon the hills below, eastward of the Bronx. Chatterton's Hill, a com-
manding eminence on the opposite side of the stream, was occupied on the evening of the
twenty-seventh by Colonel Haslet, with his Delawares, some Maryland troops and militia,

in all about sixteen hundred men. Early the next morning, M'Dougal was ordered to re-

enforce Haslet with a small corps and two pieces of artillery under the charge of Captain
Alexander Hamilton, and to take the general command there. At ten o'clock the British

army moved toward the village in two columns, the ^7 y
right commanded by General Clinton, the left by De /y 'y1^ ^Pi^^^0^ /!/r? •
Heister and Sir William Erskine;in all thirteen thou- /^^V/'^ yT^/'^^^'^^
sand strong. Howe was with the second division, and when near the village, he held a

council of wa: on horseback, which resulted in a change in the point of attack. Inclining

to the left, the British placed fifteen or twenty pieces of artillery upon the slope southeast

of the rail-way station, and, under cover of their fire, constructed a rude bridge over the

Bronx, and attempted to cross and ascend the steep wooded heights to dislodge the Amer-
icans from their hastily constructed breast-

vA'orks upon Chatterton's Hill. Hamilton

had placed his two guns in battery, on a

rocky ledge, and these swept whole platoons

from the margin of the hill they were at-

tempting to ascend. The British recoiled,

fell back to their artillery, and joined an-

other division, under General Leslie (con-

sisting of the second British brigade, the

Hessian grenadiers under Colonel Rail, a

battalion of Hessian infantry, and two hund-

red and fifty cavalry), who were then cross-

ing the Bronx a quarter of a mile below.

There the assailants joined, and the whole
force pushed up the slopes and ravines along the southwestern declivities of Chatterton's

Hill. Gaining a gentle slope toward the top, they endeav- .^-v^
ored to turn M'Dougal's right flank. His advance, under ^—^^^^l.^^!^/' 7
Smallwood and Ritzema, gallantly opposed them while slowly C,-^'t^x 7^

>y-i^ii/

retreating toward the crown of the eminence, until the British ^^
cavalry attacked the American militia on the extreme right and dispersed them. M'Dou-
gal with only six hundred men, consisting chiefly of his own brigade and Haslet's corps,

sustained an obstinate conflict for an hour. Twice the British light infantry and cavalry

were repulsed, when an attack upon his flank by Rail compelled M'Dougal to give Avay

' A square redoubt of earth was erected in the main street of the village, the remains of which may yet
be seen a little northeast of Mr. Swinbiirn's Literary Institution, and where now
(1852) lies a shattered howitzer, dug up from the trenches a few years ago.

teikH^^wl ^'''O''''' this redoubfa line of breast-works extended we.iterly over the south .side

"p' of Purdy's Hill to the Bronx, and easterly across the hills to Morton's Pond.
'£s-'-= These were not quite finished when the battle occurred on the twenty-eighth

of October.—See Address of J. W. Tompkins, 1845, quoted by Bolton, ii., 368.

HowiTZEK.
"^

'' '^'^'^ ^'^'^ '* ^''°"'' ^'^^- southeastern side of the Bronx, a little more than
half a mile below the rail-way station at White Plains, looking north. The

rail-way bridge is seen on the extreme right. Between that and the barn on the left the British a.scended.
In the field, seen a little to the left of the telegraph posts, toward the center, and the one on the summit
beyond, the hottest of the engagement occurred. The latter is on the land of Mr. Cornelius Horton. In
a hollow, near a large hickory-tree, on the southwest side of Chatterton's Hill, are the graves of manv of
(he skin.

Place where the British crossed the BaoNX.=
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Retreat of the Americans. Withdrawal to North Castle. Conflagration.

and retreat to the intrenchments at White Plains. This was done in good order down the

southeastern side of Chatferton's Hill, and across the Bronx, near the present rail-way sta-

tion, under cover of

troops, led by Put-

nam. M'Doiigal car-

ried off his wounded

and artillery, and left

the victors in posses-

sion of only the in-

considerable breast-

works upon the hill.

The militia, who
were scattered among
the Greenburg hills,

soon collected in the Chattkrton's Hill, from the Kail-way Station.'

intrenched camp at the village, and there the American army rested, almost undisturbed,

until the evening of the thirty-first. a The British troops rested upon their arms

all night after the battle, and the next day, after a skirmish with Glover's bri-

gade, they encamped within long cannon shot of the front of the American lines. Awed
by the apparent strength of Washington's intrenchments, Howe dared not attack him, but

awaited the arrival of Lord Percy, with four battalions from New York and two from Mam-
aroneck." The loss of the Americans, from the twenty-sixth to the twenty-ninth, did not

exceed, probably, three hundred men, in killed, wounded, and prisoners ; that of the British

was about the same.

Earl Percy arrived in the evening of the thirtieth, and preparations were made to storm

the American works the next morning. A tempest of wind and rain arose at midnight,

and continued for twenty hours. All operations were delayed, and on the night of the

thirty-first, while the storm clouds were breaking and the British host were slumbering,

Washington withdrew, and encamped upon the heights of North Castle, toward the Croton

River, where he had erected strong breast-works along the hills M'hich loom up a hundred

feet above the waters of the Bronx.' Howe was afraid to attack him there, and on the

night of the fourth of November,b he retreated toward the junction of the Hudson b 1776.

' Thi.s is a view of the southeastern side of Chatterton'.s Hill, from the rail-way station. They crossed

the Bronx at a point seen on the extreme right. On the top of the hill, in the edge of the woods on the

left, Hamilton's cannons were placed.

^ The intrenchments, which appeared so formidable throufjh Howe's telescope, were exceedingly weak,

composed of earth and sods laid upon heaps of cornstalks. They were no protection against cannon-balls,

and had Howe attacked these lines first, instead of the really stronger position on Chatterton's Hill, the

i'omplete dispersion, if not loss of the American army, would doubtless have been the result. His caution

was too faithful in its promptings, and he wasted time and enei-gy, for two or three days, in attempts to

gain Washington's rear.

^ A little southeast of the house occupied by Washington (see sketch on page 821), on the brow of a

sleep hill overlooking an extensive region of countr}-, are yet (1852) prominent remains of some of these

breast-works. These are nearest the village of White Plains, and easiest of access for the student or an-

tiquary.

Gordon relates that while the i5ritish were at White Plains, the garden of a widow was robbed at night.

Her son, a mere boy, asked and obtained leave to catch the thief. With a loaded gun he concealed him-

.'^elf in some bushes, when a British grenadier, a strapping Highlander came, filled a bag with fruit, and

placed it on his shoulder. The boy appeared behind him with his gun cocked, and threatened him with

instant death if he attempted to lay down the bag. Thus the boy drove him into the American camp.

When he laid down his bag, and saw that he had been driven in by a stripling, he was excessively morti-

fied, and could not suppress the exclamation, " A British grenadier made a prisoner by such a damned brat !

such a damned brat!"

On the night of the evacuation, the Presbyterian church and other buildings were fired and consumed,

Imt without the knowledge or approval of Washington. Bolton (ii., 366) says the incendiary was Major

Osborne, of the Massachusetts line. Gordon (ii., 121) remarks that "Colonel Austin, of the Massachusetts,

who commanded the guards and sentries, being heated with liquor, burned the town on White Plains un-

necessarily and without any orders."
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Retreat to New Jersey. Fort Washington menaced. A Surrender refused. Re-enforced.

and Harlem Rivers, and encamped upon the heights of Fordham, extending his left wing
almost to King's Bridge.'

An attack upon Fort Washington, now environed by a hostile force, thouo^h at a dis-

tance, was to be the next scene in the drama. Washington called a council of war, and
it was unanimously resolved to retreat into New Jersey with the larger portion of the army,
leaving all the New England troops on the east side of the Hudson to defend the Hio^h-

lands. This movement was speedily executed. By the twelfth^ the main army
were in New Jersey, some crossing from Tarrytown to Paramus (Sneeden's * °^'^™ ^'^

Landing), and others from Teller's (Crotoi.' Poini to the itiouth of Tappan Creek (Pier-

mont). The chief, after inspecting places at Peekskill and vicinity, crossed King's tN - i

Ferry, b and hastened to form his camp, with his head-quarters at Hackinsack, in i'?76.

the rear of Fort Lee.^ General Heath was left in command in the Highlands, and Gen-
eral Lee, with a dissolving force' of more than eight thousand men, remained at North
Castle, with orders to join the main army in New Jersey if the enemy should aim a blow
in that quarter.

On the day of the battle at White Plains, Knyphausen, with six German battalions,

-^ marched from New Rochelle, crossed the head of Harlem River,

^ x^^ ^-/^ ^* Dyckman's Bridge,^ took possession of the abandoned works
"^^f-r^

jj^ ^i^g vicinity of King's Bridge, and encamped upon the

plainc between there and Fort Washington. The Amer-
icans in Fort Independence and redoubts near, fled, on his approach, to Fort Washington,

and now the whole country beyond Harlem, between Dobbs's Ferry and Morrisania, west of

the Bronx, was in the possession of the royal army. Fort Washington was completely en-

vironed by hostile forces. On the seventh, three British ships of war passed up the Hudson
unharmed, and on the night of the fourteenth, a large number of flat-boats went up and

were moored near King's Bridge. The commander-in-chief would now have ordered the

evacuation of Fort Washington, had not Greene urged the necessity of holding it, in con-

nection with Fort Lee, for the defense of the river.

On the fifteenth^ Howe was informed of the real condition of the garrison and
works at Fort Washington, by a deserter from Magaw's battalion, and he imme-
diately sent a messenger with a summons for the commander to surrender, or peril his gar-

rison with the doom of massacre. Magaw, in a brief note, promptly refused compliance, and
sent a copy of his answer to Washington at Hackinsack. Confident of success, Howe or-

dered a cannonade to be opened upon the American outworks from two British redoubts,

situated upon the east side of the Harlem River, a little above the High Bridge. The
cannonade commenced early on the morning of the sixteenth, to cover the landing of troops

which crossed the Harlem there, preparatory to a combined attack at four different points.

Expecting this, Magaw made a judicious disposition of his little force. ^ Colonel Rawling's

' Gordon, ii., 116-121. Stedman, i., 210-216. Marshall, i., 110-114.
* This fortification was situated upon a sort of plateau, about three hundred feet above the river, at the

present landing and village of Fort Lee, and opposite the present One hundred and Sixtieth Street, of New
York. Some of the mounds are yet visible, covered with low trees. A little above was a redouljt, oppo-
site JefTery's Hook, to cover the chevaux-dc-frise in the river. Few traces of this redoubt now remain.

^ The time of service of seven thousand five hundred of these men would expire withm a week, and the
remainder would be free on the first of December. When the time of dissolution came, some were induced
to remain, but the largest portion went home dispirited.

* For this and other localities made memorable by military operations between Fort Washington and the
Highlands, the reader may profitably consult the map on the preceding page. It is copied from Stedman,
whose orthography of proper names, it will be observed is often incorrect. There is an important error

in the map, which was not observed, until it was engraved, namely, the transposition of the names of

Heights of Fordham and Valentine' s Hill. The former is in the vicinity of Morrisania ; the latter near
Wepperham, or Yonkers. Mile Square should be placed about two and a half miles further up the Bronx.

^ The garrison consisted of only about twelve hundred men, when Knyphausen first sat down at Kind's

Bridge. Greene sent a re-enforcement from Mercer's Flying Camp, and when the fort was attacked there

were about three thousand men within the lines. When Washington heard of the summons to surrender,

he hastened from his camp to Fort Lee, and at nine in the evening, while crossing the Hudson, he met
II. Ggg
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Disposition of the Garrison. Plan of Attack. Knyphausen'a Assault

with his Maryland riflemen, was posted in a redoubt (Fort George) upon a hill north of

Fort Washington, and a few men were stationed at the outpost called Cock-hill Fort.

Militia of the Flying Camp, under Colonel Baxter, were placed on the rough wooded hills

east of the fort, along the Har-

lem River, and others, under

Colonel Lambert Cadwala-

der, of Pennsylvania, manned

the lines in the direction of New York. Magaw commanded in the fort.

The plan of attack was well arranged. Knyphausen, with five hundred Hes-

sians and Waldeckers, was to ^-^arr^s—s -=-.,.

move to the attack on the north

simultaneously with a division of d, $i>>.

English and Hessian troops, un-

der Lord Percy, who were to as-

sail the lines on the south. At

the same time, Brigadier Ma-

thews, supported by Cornwallis,

was to cross the Harlem River,

with the guards, light infantry,

and two battalions of grenadiers,

and land above Fort Washing-

ton, under cover of the guns on

the West Chester Hills, just men-

tioned,' while Colonel Stirling,

with the 42d regiment, was to

cross at a point a little above the

High Bridge. These arrange- ^''"^ ^-^ P°«^ Washington.^

ments were carried out. Knyphausen divided his forces. One division, under

Colonel Pi-all (killed at Trenton seventy days afterward), drove the Americans

from Cock-hill Fort, while Knyphausen, with the remainder, penetrated the

woods near Tubby Hook, and, after clambering over felled trees and other ob-

structions, attacked Rawlings in Fort Tryon. The fort was gallantly defend-

ed for some time, and many Hessians were slain. Rawlings was finally forced

to yield, and retreated to Fort Washington, under cover of its guns, M'hen Knyp-

hausen planted the Hessian flag upon Fort Tryon. In the mean while, Percy

had crossed near Harlem, swept over the plain, drove in the American pickets at

Harlem Cove (Manhattanville), and attacked Cadwalader at

the advanced line of intrenchments.' Percy's force was eight

hundred strong ; Cadwalader had only one hundred and fifty

men, and one eigh teen-pounder. Both parties fought bravely,

and Percy, yielding, moved toward the American left, behind

a wood, and the combat ceased for a while.

Flag STAFF, FoET Washington.* While Pvawlings and Cadwalader were keeping the as-

Greene and Putnam returning from Fort Washington. They assured him that Magaw was confident of a

successful defense, and the chief returned with them to Fort Lee.

' Mathews landed in the cove or creek at about Two hundredth Street.

* This is a view from the site of the interior works at Fort Washington from the foot of the flag-staff,

lookino- southwest. In the foreground are seen the remains of the embankments. The tall mast seen near

the river below is the support for telegraph wires which cross the Hudson there, from the rocky point

of Jeffery's Hook. In the distance across the river are the Palisades, and the mast upon their summit de-

notes the site of the redoubt north of Fort Lee. This little sketch exhibits the relative position of Forts

^Vashington and Lee.
' Preparatory to this attack, a cannonade was opened upon the American works by two pieces on the

hifih trround north of MoUhaven on the Harlem.

* This flac-stalf. indicating the center of the fort, is a prominent object to passengers upon the Hudson.
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sailants at bay, Mathews and Stirling landed. The latter pushed up the wooded height.s,

drove Baxter's troops from their redoubt (Fort George) and rocky defense, and stood victor

upon the hills overlooking the open fields around Fort Washington. Stirling, after making

a feigned landing, dropped down to an estuary of the river, landed within the American lines,

and, rushing up the acclivity by a sinuous road, attacked a redoubt on the summit, and made

about two hundred prisoners.' Informed of this, and perceiving the peril of being placed

between two fires, Cadwalader retreated along the road nearest the Hudson, closely pursued

by Percy, and battling all the way. When near the upper border of Trinity Cemetery

(One hundred and Fifty-fifth Street), he was attacked on the flank by Colonel Stirling, who

was pressing across the island to intercept him." He continued the retreat, and reached

the fort, after losing a few killed, and about thirty made prisoners. On the border of the

cemetery, and near the fort, severe skirmishes took place, and many of the Hessian pursuers

were slain. The defense was gallant ; but pike, ball, and

bayonet, used by five thousand men, overpowered the

weakened patriots, and at meridian they were nearly all

gathered within the ramparts of the fort. General Howe
now sent another summons to surrender. Perceiving fur-

ther resistance to be vain, Magaw complied,^ and at half

past one o'clock^ the British flag was waving aNov. i6

where the Union banner was unfurled defiantly "^''''^

in the morning. The garrison, amounting to more than

two thousand men, were made prisoners of war,* and with

these the jails of New York were speedily gorged. It

was a terrible disaster for the little Republican army.

Of all the gallant men who battled there on that day,

not one is known among the living. Probably the last

survivor of them all, and the last ^iving relic of the Brit-

ish army in America, was the venerable John Battin,

who died at his residence in Greenwich Street, in the city

of New York, on the twenty-ninth of June, 1852, at the

age of one hundred years and four months. His body is

entombed in Trinity Cemetery, upon the very ground

where he fought for his king seventy-six years before.^

Washington, standing upon Fort Lee with his gen-

.;'f v^
eral officers, and the author of" Common Sense," saw

some of the slaughter near the doomed fortress, and

' Stirling's landing-place was at about the foot of One hundred and Fifty-second Street, at the head of

the Eighth Avenue, three fourths of a mile below the High Bridge, " within the third line of defense which

crossed the island."—Marshall, i., 117. The road up which he passed is still there, and, as mentioned in

the note on page 816, the lines of the redoubt on the "wooded promontory"' (Stedman, i., 218) are quite

visible.

'^
It was at this stage of alTairs that Washington, with Putnam, Greene, and Mercer, crossed the Hudson,

ascended the heights, and from Morris's house surveyed the scene of operations. Within fifteen minutes

after they had left that mansion, Stirling and his victorious troops approached and took possession of it. It

was a narrow escape for the chief commanders.
^ At this moment Captain Gooch came over from Fort Lee with a note from Washington, assuring Ma-

gaw that if he could hold out till night the garrison should be brought off. It was too late.

* The number of regulars was about two thousand. There were six or seven hundred militia, volun-

teers, and stragglers, all of whom were probably included in Howe's report of " two thousand six hundred

prisoners." The loss of the Americans, in killed and wounded, did not exceed one hundred; that of the

royal army was almost one thousand. The Hessians.as usual, suffered most severely.

Washington was blamed for yielding to the opinions of Greene in endeavoring to hold this fort. Lee,

who was opposed to it from the beginning, wrote to Washington, "
! general, why would j'ou be over-

persuaded by men of inferior judgment to your own ? It was a cursed affair."

5 Mr. Batlin came to America with the British army in 1776, and was engaged in the battles near

Brooklyn, at White Plains, and Fort Washington. After the British went into winter quarters in New York,
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with streaming eyes he beheld the meteor flag of England flashing above its ramparts in

the bright November sun. The fort was lost forever, and its name was changed to Knyp-

hausen. The chief now turned his thoughts toward the defense of the federal city of Phil-

adelphia, for he penetrated the design of Howe to push thitherward. Fort Lee was aban-

doned, but before its stores could be removed, Cornwallis had crossed the Hudson with six

thousand men, and was rapidly approaching it.' The garrison fled to the camp at Hack-

and Cornwallis's division (to which he was attached), returned from Trenton and Princeton, he tooV lessons

in horsemanship in the Middle Dutch church (now the city post-ollice), then coi/eited into a cii ivis for a

riding-school. He then joined the cavalry regiment of Colonel Bird, in which he held the offices of orderly

sergeant and cornet. He was in New York during the "hard winter" of 1779-80, and a.ssisted in drag-

ging British cannons over the frozen bay from Fort George to Slaten Island. He was always averse to

fighting the Americans, yet, as in duty bound, he was faithful to his king. While Prince William Henry,

afterward William the Fourth, was here, he was one of his body-guard. Twice he was sent to England

by Sir Henry Clinton with dispatches, and being one of the most active men in the corps, he was frequently

employed by the commander-in-chief in important services. With hundreds more, he remained in New
York when the British army departed in 1783, resolved to make America his future home. He married

soon after the war, and at the time of his death had lived with his wife (now aged eighty-three) sixty-five

years. For more than fifty years, he walked every morning upon first the old, and then the new, or pres-

ent Battery, unmindful of inclement weather. He always enjoyed remarkable health. He continued exer-

cise in the street near his dwelling until within a few days of his death, though with increasing feebleness

of step. The gay young men of half a century ago (now gray-haired old men) remember his well-con-

ducted house of refreshment, corner of John and Nassau Streets, where they enjoyed oyster suppers and

good liquors. The preceding sketch of his person is from a daguerreotype by Insley, made a few months

before his departure.
^ The Americans lost at Fort Lee the whole of the mounted cannons, except two twelve-pounders, a

large quantity of baggage, almost three hundred tents, and about a thousand barrels of flour and other

stores. The ammunition was saved.*

* Three or four miles below Fort Lee, at the base of the Palisades, is a little village called Bull's Ferry. Just below the vil-

lage, on Block-house Point, was a blockhouse, occupied in the summer of 1780 by a British picket, for the protection of some
wood cutters, and the neighboring Tories. On Bergen Neck below was a large number of cattle and horses, within reuch of

the British foragers who might go out from the fort at Faulus's Hook. Washington, then at Hopper's, near Sufferns, sent Gen-

eral Wayne, with some Pennsylvania and Maryland troops, horse and foot, to storm the work on block house Point, and to

drive the cattle within the American lines. Wayne sent the cavalry, under Major Lee, to perform the latter duty, while he and

three Pennsylvania regiments marched against the block-house with four pieces of artillery. They made a spirited attack, but

their cannons were too light to be effective, and after a skirmish, the Americans were re-

pulsed, with a loss, in killed and wounded, of sixty-four men. After burning some wood-

boats near, and capturing the men in charge of them, Wayne returned to camp, with a

large number of cattle, driven by the dragoons. This expedition was made the subject

of a satirical poem by Major Andre, called The Cowchase (see page 198), published in Riv-

ington's paper. A copy of this celebrated production may be found in the Supplement.

Major Lee made a more successful attack upon the British post at Paulus's Hook (now

Jersey City) toward the close of the summer of 1779. The Hook is a sandy peninsula,

and at that time was connected with the main by a narrow marshy neck. Upon this pen-

insula the British erected quite strong military works, and used it as an outpost, while

they were in possession of the city of New York. The main works were upon rising

ground in the vicinity of the intersection of Grand and Greene Streets. One (A) re-

doubt was of circular form, and mounted six heavy guns. It had a ditch and abatis.

The other (B), a little southeast of it, was of oblong form, and had three twelve-pounders

and one eighteen, a a, were block houses ; b b b h b, breast-works fronting the bay ; c,

part of the 57th regiment of five hundred men, under Major Sutherland ; d, pioneers ; e,

carpenters ; ///, barracks
; g, new bridge built by the British. A deep ditch was dug across the isthmus with a barred gate

Thirty feet within this ditch were abatis. This ditch, with the suiTOunding marshes, made the peninsula an island. After the

recapture of Stony Point toward the close of the summer of 1779, while Sir Henry Chnton was encamped upon Harlem Heights,

a plan was formed for surprising tlie garrison at Paulus's Hook. The enterprise was intrusted to Major Henry Lee, then on

the west side of the Hudson, back of Hoboken. A feeling of security made the garrison careless, and they were unprepared

for a sudden attack when it was made. Preparatory to the attack, troops were stationed near the Hudson to watch the distant

enemy, who might cross the river and intercept retreat, for it was not designed to hold the post when captured. Lee marched
with three hundred picked men, followed by a strong detachment from Lord Stirhng's division, as a reserve. Lee's march
toward Bergen excited no surprise, for foraging parties of Americans as large as this were often out in that direction. The re-

serve halted at the new bridge over the Hackinsack. fourteen miles from the Hook, from which point Lee had taken the road

among the hills, nearest the Hudson. At three o'clock on the morning of the nineteenth of August (1779), Lee reached the

Harsimus Creek, at the point where the rail-way now crosses it, and within half an hour he crossed the ditch through the loosely-

barred gate, and entered the main work undiscovered. The sentinels were either absent or asleep, and the surprise was com-
plete. He captured one hundred and fifty-nine of the garrison, including oflScers, and then attacked the circular redoubt, into

which a large portion of the remainder retreated, with the commander. It was too strong to be effected by small arms, and

Lee retreated with his prisoners, with the loss of only two killed and three wounded, and arrived at camp in triumph at about

ten o'clock in the morning. This gallant act was greatly applauded in the camp, in Congress, and throughout the country, and

WoBKS AT Paulus's Hook.

made the enemy more cautious. On the twenty second of September following, Congress honored Lee with a vote of thanks.
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insack, and now commenced the retreat of Washing-ton across the Jerseys, toward the Del-

aware, noted on pages 221-22 of this vohime.

Before leaving these heights consecrated by valor and patriotism, let us turn, toward the

distant hills of West Chester, where almost every rood of earth is scarred by the intrench-

er's mattock, or made memorable by deeds of daring and of suffering, and consider the most

important military transactions which occurred within ten leagues of our point of observa-

tion. We can not tarry long ; to the local historian we must refer for the whole story in

detail.

General Knyphausen held Fort Washington and the neighboring works, while the main

British army was operating elsewhere in

1777. The fortifications were strength-

ened, and King's Bridge and vicinity pre-

sented a formidable barrier to the inva-

sion of York Island by land. After the

fall of Fort Washington, and the departure

of both Americans and British to New

ajanuar Jersey, General Heath establish-

i'^''''. ed a cordon of troops* from the

heights at Wepperham (Yonkers) to Mamaroneck, under the command of Brigadier John

Morin Scott. That officer left the army two months later for civil employment, and the

Americans retired, so that their left rested upon Byram River. While the strong detach-

\ ItW VT KiN&b LuiDoi,

' This view is from the southwest side of the stream, from near the tide-mill,

by willows, is the residence of the widow of the late Robert M'Comb.*
The house beyond, shaded

and ordered a gold medal to be struck and presented to him.—See Journals, v., 278. On one side is a bust of the hero, with

the words Henrico Lee, Le-

GIONIS EfttriT. PR^FECTO. Co-

MiTiA Americana—" The Amer-

ican Congress to Henry Lee, col-

onel of cavalry." On the re-

verse, NON OBSTANTIB. FLUMIN-
IBUS VALLIS. ASTUTIA VIRTUTE

BELLICA PARVA MANU HOSTES

VICIT VICTOSQ. ARMIS HUMANI-

TATE DEVINXIT IN MEM PUGN-

AD Paulus Hook die xix Aug.,

1779— " Notwithstanding rivers

and intrenchments, he with a

small band conquered the foe by

warlike skill and prowess, and

firmly bound by his bumanitj

those who had been conquered

by his arras. In memory of the

conflict at Paulus's Hook, nineteenth of August, 1779."

* This vicinity was the scene of many stirring events during the Revolution. Near here was a severe skirmish between a

detachment of General Heath's troops and some Hessians, on the seventeenth of January, 1777. It was the result of an attempt

by the Americans to dislodge the Hessians from Fort Prince. A little west of the bridge, Tip-

pett's brook flows into the Hudson. Following the course of the valley through which this

creek passes, on a bright autumn morning in 1850, I reached the vale of Yonkers, and the Van
Cortlandt mansion, a beautiful residence in the midst of a broad lawn and

profusion ofshrubbery. This was the quarters of a Hessian picket-guard in ',

1777, and here Washington and his staff' dined in July, 1781, when the British '

pickets were driven beyond King's Bridge by Lincoln. North of the man- :

sion is Vault Hill, where many of the Van Cortlandt family lie. Upon this
,

hill those American troops were encamped whom Washington left to de-

ceive Sir Henry Clinton, while he marched with the main army southward,

to assist La Fayette in Virginia (see page 213). On this estate, and a short distance from Vault

Hill, is Indian Field and Bridge, the site of a severe engagement on the thirty-first of August,

1778, between British light troops and some Stockbridge Indians, under the chief, Nimham.

Lieutenant colonel Emmerick, while patrolling in that direction, was attacked and driven back, when he met Simcoe coming to

his relief. Emmerick was sent back to take post so as to cover an attack upon the Americans in flank and rear, but on his way
fell into an ambush by the Indians. While fighting, Simcoe and Tarleton advanced, and a hot conflict ensued. The Indians

fought bravely, but were at last obliged to give way. A body of American light infantry, under Stewart (distinguished at Stony

Point), were engaged in the skirmish, but escaped, yimham and about forty of his sixty braves perished.—Simcoe's Journal,

page 83. " The scene of the conflict," says Bolton, " lies on the land of the late Frederick Brown, now (1848) occupied by his

widow."

Vault.

Van Cortlandt's.
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meats of the two armies were occupying their relative positions, many skirmishes took place,

especially between the Americans and corps of Loyalists, formed under various leaders.

The latter traversed Lower West Chester, annoyed the American outposts and patrols, and

distressed the inhabitants.'

In the summer of 1777, Washington, believing the post at New York to be weak, be-

cause the main army of the British was in New Jersey and a large detachment was on

' One of the earliest, most influential, and efficient of the Loj'alist leaders was Oliver Delancey, who.

with his son Oliver, and nephew James, performed active service for the king in Lower West Chester. He
was a brother of Chief Justice (also lieutenant governor) Delancey, and was a man of large property and

great influence. He was a member of the King's Council before the Revolution
;
and at the beginning of

hostilities, leaned rather to the popular side. Deprecating a separation from Britain, he espoused the royal

cause after the Declaration of Independence went forth. He was commissioned a brigadier, and author-

ized to raise three battalions of Loyalists. This he finally effected. His son Oliver was commissioned a

captain of horse in 1776; was present at the capture of General Woodhull ; became major of the 17th

regiment of dragoons ;
and, after Major Andre's death, was appointed adjutant general, with the commission

of lieutenant colonel. At the close of the war General Delancey went to England, was elected a member
of Parliament, and died at Beverly in 1785, at the age of sixty-eight years. His son Oliver accompanied

him, and rose gradually to the rank of major general. At the time of his death he was almost at the head

of the British army list. James, a nephew of General Delancey, commanded a battalion of horse in his

uncle's brigade. Because of his activity in supplying the British army with cattle from the farms of West
Chester, his troopers were called Coiv-boys. Sir William Draper, "the conqueror of Manilla," married

General Delancey's daughter. The Confiscation Act of the New York Legislature swept away the largest

portion of the Delancey estate in America.*

* Many attempts were made to destroy or disperse the Delancey Loyalists. On the twenty-fifth of January, 1777, some
Americans attacked a blockhouse, erected by Delancey on the site of Mapes's Temperance House, at West Farms. Several

of the guard were wounded, but none were killed or made prisoners. In the winter of 1779, Colonel Aaron Burr, with some
Americans, attacked tliis blockhouse to destroy it. Provided with band grenades, combustibles, and short ladders, about forty

volunteers approached cautiously, at two o'clock in the morning, and cast their missiles into the fort, through the portholes.

Soon the block house was on fire in several places, and the little garrison surrendered without firing a shot. A few escaped.

A corj) of Delancey's battalions occupied the house of Colonel Lewis G. Morris, at Morrisania, for a short time. They were
attacked tliere on the fifth of August, 1779, by some of Weedon's and Moylan's horse, a detachment from Glover's brigade, and

some militia. Fourteen Loyalists were made prisoners. These attacks becoming frequent, Delancey was compelled to make
his head quarters at the house now owned by Mr. Samuel Archer, in the vicinity of the High Bridge, where he was under the

guns of fort No. 8, one of the redoubts mentioned on page 825, cast up by the British to cover the landing of their troops on the

morning of the attack upon Fort Washington.

Near the entrance to Mr. Archer's mansion was a building wherein Colonel Hatfield had his quarters in January, 1780, when
he was attacked by some levies and volunteers from Horseneck and Greenwich. The assault was made at one o'clock in the

morning. Unable to dislodge tlie enemy, the assailants fired the house. Some escaped after leaping from the windows ; the

colonel and eleven others were made prisoners.

In May, 1780, Captain Cashing, of the Massachusetts line, guided by Michael Dyckman, surprised Colonel James Delancey's

corps near No. 8. He captured over forty of the corps ; the colonel was absent. Gushing retreated, followed some distance

by a large number of Yagers and others. In January, 1781, Lieutenant-colonel Isaac Hull (General Hull of the war of 1813-

14), who was in command of a detachment of troops in advance of the American lines, successfully attacked Colonel Oliver

Delancey at Morrisania, with three hundred and fifty men. Hull surrounded the Loyalists, forced a narrow passage to their

camp, took more than fifty prisoners, cut away a bridge, burned several huts and a quantity of stores, and retreated to camp,

closely pursued. A covering party, under Colonel Hazen, attacked the pursuers, and killed and captured about thirty-five

more. Hull lost twenty-six men in killed and wounded.

At sunrise on the fourth of March, 1783, Captain Hunney well and a body of cavalry, having a covering party of infantry un-

der Major Woodbridge, entered Delancey's camp at Morrisania, dispersed the Loyalists, and killed and wounded several. Others

in the neighborhood were collected and pursued Hunneywell, when they fell into an ambush formed by Woodbridge, and were
driven back. In this skirmish Abraham Dyckman was killed.

At Jefterd'sNeck, in the township of West Farms, Colonel Baremore, a notorious Tory marauder, was captured by Colonel

Armand (see page 466) on the night of November 7th, 1779. Baremore was at " the Graham Mansion," which stood on the site

of the house of William H, Leggett, Esq., and with five others was made a prisoner. The Graham family were dispossessed of

their house, to make room for British officers. When Colonel Fowler, who last occupied it, was about to leave, it was fired, and

consumed while that officer and his ftj^nds were eating dinner in a grove near by. That night Colonel Fowler was mortally

wounded vv'hile leading a marauding party in East Chester. On another occasion, Armand marched down from Croton to the

vicinity of Yonkers, below Cortlandt's house, made a furious charge, with his cavalry, upon a camp of Yagers, and captured or

killed almost the whole party.

The ancestor of the American Delanceys (De Lanci) was Etienne, or Stephen, a Huguenot, who came to New York in 1681

.

He was descended from a noble French family, known in history in the sixteenth century. He married Ann Van Cortlandt,

and became active in public atl'airs. The chief justice and the general were his sons. Another son, James, married a daughter

of Caleb Heathcote, lord of the Manor of Scarsdale. James's third son was the father of William Heathcote Delancey, D.D.,

the present Protestant bishop of the diocese of Western New York.

The seat of General Oliver Delancey was upon the Bronx, opposite the village of West Farms, three miles from the mouth
of that stream. There he had extensive mills, which are now the property of Mr. Philip M. Lydig. The old mansion, where
British officers were so often entertained, was destroyed by fire several years ago. He owned another residence at Blooming-

dale, on Y'ork Island, which was burned on the night of the twenty-fifth of November, 1777. It is supposed to have been fired

by some daring Whigs, in retaliation for the burning of some houses in the vicinity of Yonkers, by the Tories.
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Rhode Island, ordered General Heath to approach King's Bridge, and if circumstances ap-

peared to promise success, to attack the fortifications there. The withdrawal of troops from

New Jersey or Rhode Island, if not the possession of New York, were hoped for results.

Heath advanced, and summoned Fort Independence, on Tetard's Hill, to surrender. The
commandant refused, and while preparing for attack, Heath received intelligence of move-

ments in the East, which made it prudent to withdraw and watch his Highland camp and

fortifications. In the succeeding autumn, Sir Henry Clinton captured Forts Clinton and

Montgomery, and Kingston was destroyed. Several months before, a British detachment

had destroyed stores at Peekskill (see page 173), and Tryon had desolated Danbury and

vicinity.' These events, which have already been considered, directed the attention of

Washington more to the security of the Highlands than offensive operations against New
York.

After the battle at Monmouth, =i and the retreat of the British army to New
a January

York, Knyphausen again took command near King's Bridge, with bis quarters at i^'S-

Morris's house. The Queen's Rangers, under Simeoe, and other Loyal corps, a troop of

light horse under Emmerick, and Delancey's battalions, now became active in patroling

Lower West Chester. To oppose their incursions. General Charles Scott, of Virginia, with

quite a strong force, took post on the Greenburg Hills, and extended his left toward New
Rochelle. Sometimes he advanced as far as Valentine's Hill,^ and the foraging parties of

the enemy were kept in check. Frequent skirmishes occurred, and the most vigilant and

wary were the most successful.

When the French array, marching from New England in the summer of 1781, approach-

ed the Hudson, Washington was informed that a large detachment of British troops had

left New York for a marauding incursion into New Jersey. Washington had long cher-

ished a desire to drive the enemy from New York Island, and now there appeared to be a

favorable opportunity to strike the garrison at King's Bridge and vicinity. Arrange-

ments were made to begin the attack on the night of the second of July,b believing

' See page 403, volume i.

* Valentine's Hill, rising on the we.st of the beautiful vale of Mile Square (a favorite camp-ground for

all parties during the war), atfords some of the most charming prospects in West Chester. It is upon the

road leading from Yonkers to the Hunt's Bridge Station, on the Harlem rail-way. From its summit the

rough hills and cultivated valleys of that region are seen spread out like a panorama, and the eye catches

glimpses of the Palisades on the Hudson, and the more distant varieties of feature displayed by Long Island

Sound and the villages upon its borders. Southward, stretching away toward King's Bridge, is the beau-

tiful vale, sparkling with Tippett's Brook, famous in the annals of West Chester for deeds of valor in par-

tisan warfare. When I visited this region in 1850, Miss Elizabeth Valentine, aged eighty-three, was yet

living there with the present owner of the farm, Elijah Valentine. She well remembers being caressed

by Washington, and afterward frightened by the fierce-looking Highlanders and Hessians. The dwelling

of the Revolution stood a little northwest of the present mansion.*

* On the summit of Valentine's Hill intrenchments were cast up in the summer of 1776, and here Washington was encamp-

ed a few days before the battle at White Plains. Here Sir William Erskine was encamped with a detachment of British troops

in January, 1778 ; and in the autumn, a few weeks before he sailed to attack Savannah, Sir Archibald Campbell was here with

the 71st regiment of Highlanders. During the whole war. Colonel James Delancey kept recruiting officers at Mile Square ;

and in this vicinity Simeoe, with the Queen's Rangers, often traversed, and sometimes penetrated to the Croton River. Heath

says that on the sixteenth of September, 1783. foragers, with a covering party five or six tbou.sand strong, accompanied by Sir

Ouy Carleton, and the young prince William Henry, made an incursion as far as Valentine's Hill. After this, the vicinity was
abandoned by the military, and then the lawless marauders of that region harassed tlie people. Prince Charles's Redoubt and

Negro Fort were on the east side of Valentine's Hill.

On the second of July, 1779, a skirmish occurred in Poundridge between a portion of the corps of Sheldon and Tarleton.

The British were repulsed, and, while retreating, set fire to the meetinghouse and Major Lockwood's dwelling. The chief ob-

ject of Tarleton was the capture of Lockwood. The Americans lost eighteen in wounded and missing, and twelve horses. On
the thirtieth of August, a skirmish occurred near Tarrytown, between some of Sheldon's horse, under Captain Hopkins, and

part of Emmerick's corps. The latter were led into an ambuscade, and suffered terribly. Twenty-three of his men were killed,

and the remainder were dispersed. Hopkins, while pursuing Emmerick, was in turn surprised by riflemen, and was obliged to

retreat toward Sing Sing, across Sleepy Hollow Creek. In Beekman's woods Hopkins wheeled, captured two or three of his

pursuers, and retreated in good order to Sing Sing. Near Crompond, Rochambeau encamped with his army in 1781. The spot

is still known as French Hill. Remains of some of his ovens may be seen at the present time. On the third of February, 1780,

a patrol of the enemy, horse and foot, attacked Lieutenant Thompson, who was stationed at The Four Corners. He was de-

feated, with a loss of thirteen killed and seventeen wounded. Thompson, six other officers, and eighty nine rank and file, were
made prisoners.
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Attempted Invasion of New York. Vigilance of the British. Yonkers and its Associations.

Rochambeau would arrive by that time. A part of the plan was to cut off Delancey's

light troops along the Harlem River. This enterprise was intrusted to the Duke De Lau-

zun, then approaching, to whose legion Sheldon's dragoons and some Continental troops,

^ ^ ^^ /? under Colonel Waterbery, were to be

\ ^_J ^o^^y-V^ljz '^y/^V^i^'^^^^^^'^^^'^y^ attached. On the night of the first of
' ,y July, a strong detachment, under Gen-

eral Lincoln, went down the river from Tappan, in boats with muffled oars, and landed half

a mile below the village of Yonkers,' upon the land now owned by Thomas W. Ludlow,

Esq.* Lincoln marched cautiously over the hills to Tippett's Brook, unobserved by Emmerick,

who, with his light horse, was patrolling toward Boar Hill. Also avoiding Pruschanck's

corps, stationed upon Cortlandt's Bridge, Lincoln reached the house of Montgomery, near

King's Bridge, before dawn, where he was discovered and fired upon by the enemy's pickets.

Delancey, at fort No. 8, ever on the alert, heard the firing, and retreated in time for safety,

for Lauzun had not approached by West Farms as was intended. Washington had ad-

vanced to Valentine's Hill, and when he heard the firing he pressed forward to the aid of

Lincoln. The British troops immediately fell back, and withdrew behind their works, near

King's Bridge. Lincoln ascertained that the detachment had returned from New Jersey
;

that the British were re-enforced by some fresh troops ; that a large party was on the north

end of the island, and that a ship of war was watching at the mouth of the creek, near

King's Bridge. In view of these difficulties, Washington withdrew to Dobbs's Ferry, where

he was joined by Rochambeau on the sixth, and both armies were soon on their way to

Virginia to capture Cornwallis. No other military operations of importance took place in

this vicinity until the passage of King's Bridge by American troops in the autumn of 1783,

when the British were about to evacuate New York.

Stretching away eastward beyond the Sound, is Long Island, all clustered with historical

associations. Almost every bay, creek, and inlet witnessed the whale-boat warfare while

Phillipse Manor-house.
\

' Yonkers is an old settlement on the Hudson, at the mouth of the Nepera or Saw-mill River, about four

miles north of King's Bridge. Here was the later residence of the wealthy proprietor of the Phillipse

manor, and here is the spacious stone manor-house where, on

one of his rent days, the pa^roon feasted his friends and tenantry.

Its exterior is plain, but the interior displays rich wainscotings

and cornices, and elaborately wrought chimney-pieces. Here,
on the third of July, 1730, Mary Phillipse was born

; she was
the young lady of whom Washington became enamored (see

pages 141, 816) in 1756. She is represented as a beautiful

and accomplished woman. She was attainted of treason, and
the whole Phillipse estate was confiscated. It is believed that

she and her sister (Mrs. Robinson), and the wife of Reverend Charles Inglis, rector

of Trinity church, in New York, were the only females who suffered attainder dur-

ing the war. They were guilty of no crime but attachment to the fortunes of their

husbands. The last lord of the manor was Colonel Frederick Phillipse, who died

in England in 1785.

Upon Locust Hill, the high eminence eastward of the manor-house, the American
troops were encamped in 1781, when Rochambeau was approaching. Near the

eastern base of Boar Hill, a short distance from the village, was the parsonage of

Reverend Luke Babcock, occupied by his widow. There Colonel Gist was station-

ed in 1778, and was attacked by a combined force under Simcoe, Emmerick, and

Tarleton. After traversing the vale of Yonkers, they approached at separate points to surround the

American camp. The vigilant Gist discovered their approach and escaped. Some of his cavalry were
dispersed by Tarleton, his huts were burned, and forage was carried off". At about the same time, Simcoe
captured Colonel Thomas near White Plains, whose house he surrounded. In the same neighborhood

Captain Sackett was captured (December 4th, 1781), and his command left with Lieutenant Mosher.

That brave officer, with eighteen men, beat back and, repulsed seventy men, under Captain Kip. The
captain was badly wounded. In front of Yonkers, a naval enofagement occurred in 1777, between the Brit-

ish frigates Rose and Phoenix, and American gun-boats. The latter had a tender filled with combusti-

bles, in tow, with which they intended to destroy the British vessels. After the exchange of several

shots, the gun-boats were compelled to seek shelter in the mouth of the Saw-mill or Nepera River.
* Bolton.
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Operations upon Lloyd's Neck. Simcoe's Fortified Camp at Oyster Bay.

the British occupied the island.* lu its swamps and broad forests partisan scouts lurked

and ambushed, and almost every fertile field was trodden

by the depredator's foot. Local historians have made the

record in detail ; we will only glance at two or three of

the most important military operations there, in which Ma-

jor Benjamin Tallmadge was the chief leader.*

On the fifth of September, 1779, Major Tallmadge pro-

ceeded from Shipan Point, near Stamford, Connecticut,

with one hundred and thirty of his light dragoons, dis-

mounted, and at ten o'clock at night attacked five hundred

Tory marauders, who were quite strongly intrenched upon

Lloyd's Neck, on Long Island.' The surprise was complete,

and before morning he landed upon the Connecticut shore

with almost the whole garrison as prisoners. He did not

lose a man.

In the autumn of 1780, some Rhode Island Tory refu-

gees took possession of the manor-house of General John Smith, at Smith's Point, fortified

it and the grounds around it, and began cutting wood for the British army in New York.

' The expedition of Colonel Meigs against the enemy at Sag Harbor, and other exploits, will be noticed

in the account of the whale-boat warfare, in the Supplement.

^ Benjamin Tallmadge was born at Setauket, Long Island, on the twenty-fifth of Februar)^, 1754. He

graduated at Yale College in 1773, and soon afterward took charge of a high school at Wethersfield. He

entered a corps of Connecticut troops as lieutenant, in 1776, and was soon promoted to adjutant. He was

one of the rear-guard when the Americans retreated from Brooklyn, and was in several of the principal

battles in the Northern States during the war. His field of active exertions was chiefly in the vicinity of

Long Island Sound. He had the custody of Major Andre from his arrest until his execution, and after that

was actively employed against the enemy on Long Island. He was for a long time one of Washington's

most esteemed secret correspondents. He retired from the army with the rank of colonel. He married

the daughter of General William Floyd, of Mastic, in 1784. In 1800 he was elected a member of Con-

gress from Connecticut, and served his constituents, in that capacity, for sixteen years. He died on the sev-

enth of March, 1835, at the age of eighty-one years.

3 Lloyd's Neck is an elevated promontory between Oyster Bay and Huntington harbor. It was a strong

position, and the fort covered the operation of wood-cutters for miles around. There the Board of Jsso-

dated Loyalists established their head-quarters after their organization in December, 1780. This board

was for the purpose of embodying such Loyalists as did not desire to enter military life as a profession, but

were anxious to do service for the king. Governor William Franklin was president of the board, and in

the course of 1781, they collected quite a little navy of small vessels in the Sound, and made Oyster Bay

the place of general rendezvous.* Their chief operations were against the Whig inhabitants of Long Isl-

and and the neighboring shore, by which a spirit of retaliation was aroused that forgot all the claims of

common humanfty. The manifest mischief to the royal cause which this association was working, caused

its dissolution at the close of 1781. In July of that year, Count Barras, then at Newport, detached three

frigates, with two hundred and fifty land troops, to attack this post, then garrisoned by about eight hundred

refugee Tories. The enterprise proved unsuccessful, and, after capturing some British marines in Hunting-

ton Harbor, returned to New York. The stockade on Lloyd's Neck was called Fort Franklin.

* Oyster Bay was an important point during the British occupation of the Island. Sheltered from the Sound by a large isl-

and, it aftbrded a secure place for small vessels, and the fertile country around supplied ample forage. It was the head-quarters

of Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe with the Queen's Rangers (three hundred and sixty in number), who made the village of Oyster

Bay his cantonment during the winter of 1778-9. He arrived there on the nineteenth of November, 1778, and immediately com-

menced fortifying his camp. He constructed a strong redoubt upon an eminence toward the west end of the town, now (1851)

the property of the Rev. Marmaduke Earle. The ditch and embankments are yet very prominent. This work was capacious

enough for seventy men, and completely commanded the bay. These preparations were made

chiefly because General Parsons was encamped on the Connecticut shore with about two thou-

sand militia, and controlled a large number of whale-boats. Oyster Bay was made the central

point of operations in this quarter. According to Simcoe's account, great vigilance was nec-

essary during the winter, to prevent a surprise. For a sketch and explanation of Simcoe's

camp at Oyster Bay, see the next page. Simcoe made his quarters at the house of Samuel

Townsend, who was a member of the Provincial Assembly of New York in 1776, and there

Major Andre and other young officers of the army often visited. His daughter, Miss Sarah

Townsend, was then about sixteen years of age, and very attractive in person and manner. She was the toast of the young of-

ficers, and on Valentine's day, 1779, Simcoe presented her with a poetical address in laudation of her charms. This production

may be found in Onderdonk's Revolutionary Incidents of Long Island, i., 215. Miss Townsend died in December, 1842, at the

age of eighty years. The dwelling now belongs to her grand-niece, Mrs. Sarah T. Thome.
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Capture of Fort George. Destruction of Stores at Corum. Capture of Fort Slongo. Badge of Military Merit.

At the solicitation of General Smith, and with the approval of Washington, Major Tall-

madge proceeded to dislodge them. They had

named their fortress Fort George, and appeared

too strongly intrenched to be in fear.' Tallmadge

crossed the Sound from Fairfield with eighty dis-

mounted dragoons, and landed in the evening at

Old Man's, now Woodville.'^ On account aNor.si

of a storm, he remained there until the next i"ciO-

night, when, accompanied by Heathcote Muirson,

he marched toward Fort George. At the mills,

about two miles from the fort, he procured a faith-

ful guide," and at dawn he and his gallant soldiers

burst through the stockade on the southwestern

side, rushed across the parade, and, shouting " Wash-

ington and Glory I" they furiously assailed the re-

doubt upon three sides. The garrison surrendered

without resistance. At that moment a volley was

fired from the upper windows of the mansion. The

incensed Americans burst open the doors, and would have killed every inmate, had not Ma-

jor Tallmadge interfered.

Having secured his prisoners (three hundred in number), demolished the fort, and burned

vessels lying at the wharf, laden with a great amount of stores, Tallmadge set out on his return

at sunrise. On his way, leaving his corps in command of Captain Edgar, he proceeded vi'ith

ten or twelve men to Corum, and there, after overpowering the guard, they destroyed three

hundred tons of hay collected for the British army in New York. He arrived at Fairfield

with his prisoners early in the evening, without losing a man. This brilliant exploit drew

from Washington a very complimentary letter, and from Congress a gratifying resolution.^

At Treadwell's Neck, near Smithtown, a party of Tory wood-cutters (one hundred and

fifty in number) erected a military work, which they called Fort Slongo. This Major Tall-

madge determined to assail. On the evening of the ninth of October, 1781, he embarked

one hundred and fifty of his dismounted dragoons, ^_^
under Major Trescott, at the mouth of the Sau- ^-y_ j^z>'-\^^€.-<.^£-^ ^''^^^-^-^^^.^i^//
gatuck River. They landed at four o'clock the

next morning, and at dawn assailed the fort. Some resistance was made, when the garri-

son yielded, and Trescott was victorious without losing a man. He destroyed the block-

house and two iron four-pounders, made twenty-one prisoners, and carried off a brass three

pounder, the colors of the fort, seventy stand of arms, and a quantity of ammunition.*

Explanation of the aboive Plan of Oyster Bay Encampment.—a, redoubt ;
b b b, fleches

;
c c c c c c,

quarters separately fortified; d, quarters of the Hussars: e, Townsend's house, Simcoe's quarters.

' This fort was upon Smith's Point, a beautiful and fertile promontory projecting into South Bav, at Mas-

tic. It commands a fine view of the bay, and the village of Bellport. The property

now belongs to the sons of General Smith. The fort consisted of a triangular inclosure

of several acres of ground, at two angles of .which was a strong barricaded house, and

at the third was a strong redoubt, ninety-six feet square, w'ith bastions, a deep ditch, and ^/
the foit were stockades twelve feet in height. It was ti>-=

embrasured for six guns; two only were mounted. This fort was intended as a depos-

itory of stores for the Tories of Suffolk county.—Onderdonk, ii., 96 ;
Thompson, 289.

^ This guide was William Booth, who resided near the mills. Mrs. Smith was also there, having been

driven from her home. When Tallmadge informed her that he might be compelled to destroy her house,

she at once said, " Do it and welcome, if you can drive out those Tories." The position of the house i.*^

seen in the diagram, at the top of the triangle. The dotted lines indicate the line of march in the attack.

When I visited the spot in 1851, the lines of the fort might be distinctly traced northwestward of the man-

sion of the present occupant. ^ Journal, vi., 171.

* In this enterprise as well as at Fort George, Sergeant Elijah Churchill, of the 2d regiment of dragoons,

behaved so gallantly, that Washington rewarded him with the badge of military merit.*

* Washington established honorary badges of distinction in August, 1781. They were to be conferred upon non-commission-
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British occupation of New York City. Residences of several of the Officers. Prisons and Hospitals.

Middle Dutch Church.

Every where eastward of Hempstead minor events of a similar character, but all having in-

fluence in the progress of the Revolution, were almost daily transpiring.

Let us now follow the British army into the city, and take a brief survey of the closing

events of the war.

When the British felt themselves firmly seated on Manhattan Island after the fall of

Fort Washington, they leisurely prepared for permanent occupation. General Pwobertson

immediately strengthened the intrenchments across the island from Corker's Hook, erected

barracks along the line of Chambers Street from Broadway to Chatham, and speedily placed

the army in comfortable winter quarters. Nearly all of the Whig families whose means

permitted them had left the city, and their deserted houses

were taken possession of by the officers of the army and

refugee Loyalists.' The dissenting churches were gen-

erally devoted to military purposes,'' and the spacious

sugar-houses, then three in number, were made prisons

for the American captives, when the cells of the City

Hall and the provost prison were full.^ Looking with

contempt upon the rebels in field and council, the Brit-

ish felt no anxiety for their safety, and every pleasure

that could be procured was freely indulged in by the

army. A theatre was established, tennis courts and

other kinds of amusements were prepared, and for seven

years the city remained a prey to the licentiousness of

strong and idle detachments of a well-provided army.

This was the head-quarters of British power in America during that time, and here the

most important schemes for operations against the patriots, military and otherwise, were

planned and put in motion. The municipal government was overthrown, martial law pre-

vailed, and the business of the city degenerated almost into the narrow operations of suttling.

^ Sir Henry Clinton occupied No. 1 Broadway, and Sir William Howe the dwelling adjoining it. Toward

the close of the war, Sir Guy Carleton (Lord Dorchester) also occupied No. 1. General Robertson resided

first in William, near John Street, and afterward in Hanover Square. Knyphaiisen, when in the city, occupied

Verplanck's house in Wall Street, near the Bank of New York, where also Colonel Birch, of the dragoons,

resided. Admiral Digby and other naval officers, and also Prince William Henry (afterward William

.he Fourth of England), when here, occupied the city mansion of Gerardus Beekman, on the northwest cor-

ner of Sloat Lane and Hanover Square. Admiral Rodney occupied a house, now 256 Pearl Street, and

Cornwallis's residence was three doors below it. Carleton's country residence was the mansion at Rich-

mond Hill, corner of Varick and Charlton Streets, long the property of Colonel Aaron Burr. Admiral

Walton occupied his own house (yet standing in Pearl Street, number 326, opposite the publishing house of

Harper and Brothers), and there he dispensed generous hospitality.

* The Middle Dutch church (now the city post-office), on Nassau, Liberty, and Cedar Streets, was con-

verted into a riding-school, where the British cavalry were taught lessons in

horsemanship. The French Protestant church (Du

St. Esprit), built by the Huguenots in 1704, near the

corner of Pine and Nassait Streets, and the North

Dutch church, corner of William and Fulton Streets,

were converted first into prisons and then into hos-

pitals. The quaint old church edifice which stood :^
on the corner of William and Frankfort Streets until

1851 (when it was demolished, and a large hotel was

placed upon its site), was a hospital for the Hessians,

and all around the borders of the swamp close by, many of the poor Germans were buried.

' These, and the events connected with them, will be noticed under the head of " Prisons and Prison-

Ships," in the Supplement.

ed officers and soldiers who had served three years with bravery, fidelity, and good conduct, and upon every one who should

perform any singularly meritorious action. The badge entitled the recipient "to pass and repass all guards and military posts

as fully and amply as any commissioned officer whatever." A board of officers for making such awards was established, and

upon their recommendation the commander-in-chief presented the badge. The board, in Churchill's case, consisted of Brig-

adier-general Greaton, president; Colonel Charles Stewart, Lieutenant-colonel .Sprout, Major Nicholas Fish (father of ex-gov-

prnor Fish, of New York), and Major Trescott. The MS. proceedings of the minutes of the board on this occasion are in

the possession of Peter Force, Esq., of Washington ( ity.

Fuench Church. Hessian Hospital.
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Counterfeit Continental Bills. Expedition to Staten Island. Second great Fire in New York.

Here many petty depredating expeditions were planned ; and from Whitehall many a vessel

departed with armed troops to distress the inhabitants of neighboring provinces/ or with

secret emissaries to dis-

airTHFUNITEMTATES

Counterfeit Continental Bill.

cover the weakness of

patriot camps, to en-

courage disaffection in

the Republican ranks,

and, by the circulation

of spurious paper mon-

ey'' and lying proclama-

tions, to disgust the pec-

pie and win their alle-

giance to the crown. A
record of the stirring in-

cidents of the armed oc-

cupation of New York

would fill a volume.''

It tempts the pen by

many allurements, but

I must leave the pleas-

ure of such a task to

the local historian, and

hasten to a considera-

' We have already noticed most of these expeditions. Staten Island was held by the British during their

occupancy of New York, and several schemes were planned to expel them. In the summer of 1777, the

British force on the island amounted to between two and three thousand men, nearly one half of whom
were Loyalists. General Sullivan, with Colonel Ogden of New Jersey, and a part of the brigades of

Smallwood and Deborre (see page 381), crossed

^ from Elizabethtown before daylight on the twenty-

^&77^/T^ manded by Colonels Lawrence and Barton, stationed^ near the present Factoryville, were .surprised, and

eleven officers and one hundred and thirty privates were made prisoners. Wanting a sufficient number
of boata to convey the captives, a party of British attacked Sullivan's rear-guard, and made many of them
prisoners. The whole loss of the Americans was three officers and ten privates killed, fifteen wounded,

and nine officers and one hundred and twenty-seven privates made prisoners. General Campbell, who
commanded the British on the island, reported two hundred and fifty-nine prisoners. It was during the

cold month of .January, 1780 (" the hard winter"), that Lord Stirling went on an expedition against the

British on Staten Island. It was a re-enforcement of troops after this attack (see page 311, volume i.)

that crossed the bay of New York, with heavy cannons, upon the ice.

* Among other schemes for annoying the Americans, and casting discredit upon Congress, the British re-

sorted to the issue of "cart loads" of counterfeit Continental bills, so as to depreciate the currency. This

fact is alluded to on page 318, volume i. It was no secret at the time, as appears by an advertisement*

in Gaine's iVew) York Mercury, April 14th, 1777. For two or three years these bills were circulated ex-

tensively, and doubtless had great effect in depreciating the Continental money. Francis, in his History

of the Bank of England, ii., 79-80, says, that Premier Pitt, the younger, resorted to a similar trick, by
causing a large number of French assignats to be forged at Birmingham, to depreciate the currency of the

French Republic. Napoleon also caused forged notes of the Austrian Bank to be distributed throughout

the Austrian Tyrol.

^ A second great conflagration in the city, during the British occupation, occurred on Saturday night,

the seventh of August, 1778. It commenced at Cruger's Wharf, Coenties Slip, and before it was subdued
three hundred houses were consumed. The next day was excessively hot, and at noon, while the smoke
of the smouldering fire was yet rising from the ruins, a heavy thunder-storm burst over the city. At about

one o'clock, while raging at its height, the city was shaken as if by an earthquake, and suddenly a column
of dense smoke arose in the east and spread over the town. Tiles were shaken from the roofs of houses,

* " Advertisement.—Persons going into other colonies may be supplied with any number of counterfeited Congress notee,

for the price of the paper per ream. They are so neatly and exactly executed, that there is no risk in getting them off, it being
almost impossible to discover that they are not genuine. This has been proven by bills to a very large amount which have
already been successfully circulated. Inquire of Q. E. D., at the Coffee-house, from 11 A. M. to 4 P. M., during the present month."



OF THE REVOLUTION. 837

Treaties for Peace. The Continental Army. Congress at Princeton. Mutiny. Washington's Circular Letter.

tion of the final evacuation of the city by the British army, and the parting of Washington

with his officers.

After protracted negotiations for a year and a half, a definitive treaty of peace ^ g ^ ^

was signed at Paris^ between American and English commissioners. A provisional ^~^^-

treaty had been signed about nine months previously.b and in the mean while bNov. 30,

preparations for a final adjustment of the dispute had been made. On account of ^'^"

the pecuniary embarrassments of Congress, the arrearages of pay due to the soldiers, and

the prospect of a dissolution of the array without a liquidation of those claims, general gloom

and discontent prevailed. We have seen its alarming manifestation at Newburgh in the

spring of 1783 (see page 106), and, though suppressed, it was never entirely subdued. It

required all the personal influence and sagacity of Washington to keep the remnant of the

Continental army in organization until the final evac-

uation of the British in the autumn of that year, and

when that event took place the Republican troops were

a mere handful.'

In August, Washington was called to attend upon

Congress, then sitting at Princeton.'' He left General

Knox in command of the little army at Newburgh and

vicinity, and, with Mrs. Washington and a portion of

his military family, he made his residence at Rocky
HI, ., TVTiii T->- Uii- -1 r Washington's Quabters.^

ill, near the Millstone River, about tour miles Irom

Princeton, where he remained until November, when he joined Knox and the remnant of

the Continental army at West Point, preparatory to entering the city of New York.*

and crockery was broken in some houses at Franklin Square. The shock was occasioned by the explosion

of the magazine of a powder vessel lying in the East River, which was struck by lightning. The vessel

had just arrived from England, and the event was regarded as a special interposition of Providence in be-

half of the Americans.—See Dunlap, ii., 164.
^ The number of soldiers furnished for the Continental army by each state, during the war, was as fol-

lows: New Hampshire, 12,497; Massachusetts, 67,907; Rhode Island, 5,908; Connecticut, 31,939;

New York, 17,781; New Jersey, 10,726 ;
Pennsylvania, 25,678 ; Delaware, 2,386 ;

Maryland, 13,912
;

Virginia, 26,678 ;
North Carolina, 7,263 ;

South Carolina, 6,417 ; Georgia, 2,679. Total, 231,791.
^ The cause of the assembling of Congress at Princeton was the violent spirit manifested by some of

the Continental troops of the Pennsylvania line. These had marched in a body (June 21), three hundred

in number, surrounded tlTe State House, where Congress was in session, and, after placing guards at the

door, demanded action for redress of grievances, within the space of twenty minutes, at the peril of having

an enraged soldiery let in upon them. Congress was firm
;
declared that body had been grossly insulted,

and resolved to adjourn to Princeton, where the members assembled on the twenty-sixth. As soon as

Washington was informed of this mutiny, he sent General Robert Howe, with fifteen hundred men, to quell

it. He soon quieted the disturbance. Some who were found guilty on trial were pardoned by Congress.

^ This is a view of the southwest front of the mansion. The room occupied by Washington is in the

second story, opening out upon the piazza. It is about eighteen feet square, and in one corner is a Frank-

lin stove like that delineated on page 328, volume i. The situation of the house, upon an eminence an

eighth of a mile eastward of the Millstone River, is very pleasant. It is now quite dilapidated ; the piazza

is unsafe to stand upon. The occupant, when I visited it in 1850, was Mr. James Striker Van Pelt.

* A great portion of the officers and soldiers had been permitted during the summer to visit their homes

on furlough, and on the eighteenth of October Congress virtually disbanded the Continental army, by dis-

charging them from further service. Only a small force was retained, under a definite enlistment, until a

peace establishment should be organized. These were now at West Point, under the command of Gen-

eral Knox. The proclamation of discharge, by Congress, was followed by Washington's farewell address

to his companions in arms. He had already issued a circular letter (Newburgh, eighth of June, 1783)

to the governors of all the states on the subject of disbanding the army. It -was designed to be laid be-

fore the several State Legislatures. It is a document of great value, because of the soundness of its doc-

trines, and the weight and wisdom of its counsels. Four great points of policy constitute the chief theme

of his communication, namel}', an indissoluble union of the states ; a sacred regard for public justice ; the

organization of a proper peace establishment ; and a friendly intercourse among the people of the several

states, by which local prejudice might be effaced. "These," he remarks, "are the pillars on which the

glorious fabric of our independency and national character must be supported." No doubt this address had

great influence upon the minds of the whole people, and made them yearn for that more efficient union

which the Federal Constitution soon afterward secured.
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British prepare to Evacuate New York. Washington's Farewell Address to the Army. The Evacuation. Clinton and Knox.

On the seventh of August a Sir Guv Carleton, then in chief command of ihe British
^ 1783

army, received instructions to evacu-

ate the city of New York. This event was

delayed in order to make arrangements for

the benefit of the Loyalists in the city and

state,' and it was not until late in October

when Carleton notified Washington of his

;^^^^ y^:V^~^^^I_

determination to leave our shores. On the second of

November, Washington issued his "-Farewell Adchress

to the Anyiies of the United States'"' from Rocky Hill,

and on the fourteenth of the same month he conferred

with Governor Clinton,' and made arrangements to

enter and take possession of the city. Clinton issued

an appropriate proclamation on the fifteenth, and sum-

moned the officers of the civil government to meet him

in council at East Chester. A day or two afterward,

Washington, Clinton, and Carleton held a conference

at Dobbs's Ferry (see page 195), and the twenty-fifth

was fixed upon as the time for the exodus of the Brit-

ish troops. Both parties adopted measures for the pres-

ervation of order on the occasion. On the morning of

that day—a cold, frosty, but clear and brilliant morning

—the American troops, under General Knox,* who had come

down from West Point and encamped at Harlem, marched

to the Bowery Lane, and halted at the present junction of

Third Avenue and the Bowery. There they remained until

about one o'clock in the afternoon, when the British left their

posts in that vicinity and marched to Whitehall.^ The

• ' The Loyalists, fearful of meeting with unpleasant treatment from the irritated Americans, prepared to

leave the country in great numbers, and flee to the British province of Nova Scotia. The delay in ques-

tion was in consequence of a want of a sufficient number of transports to convey these people and their

eflfeets. A further notice of the Loyalists will be found in the Supplement.

^ This, like his letter to the governors, was an able performance. After affectionately thanking his com-

panions in arms for their devotedness to him through the war, and for their faithfulness in duty, he gave

them sound and wise counsel respecting the future, recommending them, in a special manner, to support

the principles of the Federal government, and the indissolubility of the union.

' George Cltnton was born in Ulster county, New York, in 1739. He chose the profession of the law

for his avocation. In 1768, he was elected to a seat in the Colonial Legislature, and was a member of

the Continental Concrress in 1775. He was appointed a brigadier in the army of the United States in 1776,

and during the whole war was active in military aflliirs in New York. In April, 1777, he was elected

governor and lieutenant governor, under the new Republican Constitution of the state, and was continued

in the former office eighteen years. He was president of the convention assembled at Poughkeepsie to con-

sider the Federal Constitution in 1788. He was again chosen governor of the state in 1801, and three

years afterward he was elected Vice-president of the United States. He occupied that elevated position

at the time of his death, which occurred at Washington City in 1812.
* Henry Knox was born in Boston in 1750. He was educated at a common school, and at the age of

twenty years commenced the business of bookseller in his native town. He was engaged in that vocation

when the Revolutionary storm arose, and his sympathies were all with the patriots. He was a volunteer

in the battle of Bunker Hill, and for this and subsequent services Congress commissioned him a brigadier,

and gave him the command of the artillery department of the army, which he retained during the whole

war. He was always under the immediate command of Washington, and was with him in all his battles

After the capture of Cornwallis, Congress commissioned him a major general. In 1785, he succeeded Lin-

coln in the office of Secretary of War, which position he held for eleven years, when he retired into private

life. He died at Thomaston, Maine, in 1806, at the age of about fifty-six years. To General Knox is

conceded the honor of suggesting that noble organization, the Society of the Cincinnati.

* The British claimed the right of possession until noon of the day of evacuation. In support of this

claim, Cunningham, the infamous provost marshal exercised his authority. Dr. Alexander Anderson, of

New York, related to mc an incident which fell under his own observation. He was then a lad ten years
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Entrance of the Americans. Parting of Washington with his Officers. Rejoicings in New York.

Fraunoe's Tavekn.

American troops followed,' and before three o'clock General Knox took formal possession of

Fort George amid the acclamations of thousands of emanci-

pated freemen, and the roar of artillery upon the Battery.

Washington repair-

ed to his quarters at

the spacious tavern

of Samuel Fraunce,

and there during the

afternoon, Governor

Chnton gave a pub-

lic dinner to the offi-,

cers of the army, and"*"*^

in the evening the

town was brilliantly

illuminated. Rockets /7/ ^2^ /T
shot up from many

private dwellings, and bonfires blazed at every corner. On Monday ibllowing.a ^ ^^^ ^^

Governor Clinton gave an elegant entertainment to Luzerne (the i^S3.

French embassador), General Washington, the principal officers of the

, State of New York and of the army, and more than a hundred other

Cy gentlemen.

On Thursday [3 the principal officers of the army yet remaining in service assem-

bled at Fraunce's, to take a final leave of their beloved chief The scene is de-

scribed as one of great tenderness. Washington entered the room where they were all

waiting, and taking a glass of wine in his hand, he said, " With a heart full of love and

gratitude, I now take leave of you. I most devoutly wish that your latter days may be

as prosperous and happy as your former ones have been glorious and honorable." Having

drank, he continued, " I can not come to each of you to take my leave, but shall be obliged

to you if each will come and take me by the hand." Knox, who stood nearest to him,

turned and grasped his hand, and, while the tears flowed down the cheeks of each, the com-

mander-in-chief kissed him. This he did to each of his officers, while tears and sobs stifled

utterance.' Washington soon left the room, and passing through corps of light infantry,

^O^^M'^i'C^tu^

of age, and lived in Murray, near Greenwich Street. A man who kept a boarding-house oppcsite ran up

the American flag on the morning of the twenty-fifth. Cunningham -was informed of the fact, and imme-

diately ordered him to take it down. The man refused, and Cunningham attempted to tear it down. At

that moment the wife of the proprietor, a lusty woman of forty, came out with a stout broomstick, and beat

Cunningham over the head so vigorously, that he was obliged to decamp and leave the " star-spangled

banner" waving. Dr. Anderson remembers seeing the white powder fly from the provost marshal's wig.

' The troops entered the city from the Bowery, through Chatham Street, in the following order : 1. A
corps of light dragoons. 2. Advanced guard of light infantry. 3. A corps of artillery. 4. A battalion

of light infantry. 5. A battalion of Massachusetts troops. 6. Rear-guard.

Washington with his staflT, and Governor Clinton and the state otRcers, soon afterward made a public

entry, as follows: 1. The general and governor, with their suite, on horseback, escorted by a body of

West Chester light horse, commanded by Captain Delavan. 2. The lieutenant governor and the members

of the council for the temporary government of the Southern CLstriet of the state, four abreast. 3. Major-

general Knox and the officers of the army, eight abreast. 4. Citizens on horseback, eight abreast. 5.

The speaker of the Assembly and citizens on foot, eight abreast.

The British army and the refugees who remained were all embarked in boats by three o'clock in the

afternoon, and at sunset they were assembled upon Staten and Long Islands, preparatory to their final em-

barkation.* Before they left, the British flag was nailed to the flag-staff" in Fort George, the elects were

knocked off", and the pole was greased so as to prevent ascent. New elects were soon procured, a sailor-

boy ascended as he nailed them "on, and, taking down the British flag, placed the stripes and the stars there,

while the cannons pealed a salute of thirteen guns. ^ See note 1, page 796.

3 Gordon, iii., 377 ; Marshall, ii., 57. Only one of the participators in this interesting scene is now liv-

* The British left these two islands a few days afterward, and then the evacuation of the sea-board was complete. Western

and northern frontier posts (Oswegatchie, Oswego, Niagara, Presque Isle, Sandusky, Detroit, Macliinaw, and others of less note')

continued in the possession of British garrisons for some time afterward.
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Washington's Departure for, and Journey to Annapolis, His account current of Expenses. Lady Washington.

he walked in silence to Whitehall,

a barge to proceed to Pau-

lus's Hook on his way to

lay his commission at the

feet of Congress, at An-

napolis.' When he en- v!

tered his barge, he turned

to the people, took oft^ his

hat, r.nd waved a silent

adieu to the tearful mul-

titude.

Washington remained

a few days in Philadel-

phia, where he delivered

in his accounts to the

proper officers,^ and

then hastened, with

his wife, to Annap-

olis, where he ar-

rived on the even-

ing of the nine-

with ladies, among whom was Mrs

followed by a vast procession, and at two o'clock entered

teenth.a The
, ,

a Dec, 1783.
next day he

informed Congress of his

desire to resign his com-

mission as commander-

in-chief of the armies of

the United States. That

body resolved that it

should be done at a pub-

lic audience the following

Tuesday, b at me-

ridian. The day

was fine, and around the

State House (see page

402) a great con-

course was assem-

bled. The little

^ . /^ ^ ~^^Y^ gallery of the Sen

-

^^y:^^!^'^-^'^^^^' (7^'^^'^^ ate Chamber (see

(^y
" ^

page 842) was filled

Washington,^ The members of Congress were seated

b Dec. 23.

ing. That honored man is Major Robert Burnet, whose portrait may be found on page 118. Major Bur-

net commanded the rear-guavd on the entrance of the American army into the city.

' Congre.ss had adjourned to meet at Annapolis, in Maryland, on the twenty-sixth of November. A quo-

rum was not present until Saturday, the thirteenth of December, when only nine states were represented.

^ The account current of his expenditures for the public service during the war, rendered by Washington,

was in his own handwriting. The total amount was about seventy-four thousand four hundred and eighty-

five dollars.* The disbursements were for reconnoitering and traveling, secret intelligence service, and

miscellaneous expenses. It will be remembered that Wash-
ington refused to receive any compensation for his own services.

^ Martha Dandridge was born in New Kent county, Vir-

ginia, in May, 1732. In 1749 she was married to Colonel

Daniel Parke Custis, of New Kent, and settled with her hus-

band on the bank of the Pamunky River, where she bore four

children. Her husband died when she had arrived at the age

of about twenty-five, leaving her in the possession of a large

fortune. In 1758 she became acquainted with Colonel Wash-
ington, whose greatness was just budding, and whose fame

had spread beyond Virginia. He became her suitor, and they

were married. The exact period of their marriage has not

been found on record; it is supposed to be in 1759. They
removed to Mount Vernon soon after that event, and there

was their home during the remainder of their lives. During

the war for independence, she occasionally visited her husband

in camp. Almost at the very hour of his great victory at

Yorktown, a cloud came over her, for then her only surviving

child expired. While Washington was President of the United

States, Mrs. Washington presided with dignity in the mansion

of the chief magistrate. The quiet of private life had more
charms for her than the brilliancy of public greetings, and

she joyfully sought the banks of the Potomac when her hus-

band's second presidential term was ended. A little more

than two years afterward, she was called to mourn his death.

t

* The pecuniary cost of the war, exclusive of the vast losses by the ravages of plantation?, burning of houses and towns,

plunder by Indians and the British soldiery, &c., &c., was not less than one hundred and seventy millions of dollars. Of this

gum, Congress disbursed about two thirds; the remainder was spent by the individual states. It had been raised "by taxes

under the disguise of a depreciating currency; by taxes directly imposed; by borrowing; and by running in debt."—.See Hil-

dreth's History of the United States, iii., 44.'i.

t We have already noted (see page 425) the principal events in the public life of General Washington, until his appointment
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Naval Operations.

With an exposed coast mnny hundred miles in extent, and

not a single armed vessel upon the waters, the American col-

onists boldly detied Great Britain, whose navy was then, as

now, the right arm of its puissance. Although a few eons of

wealthy planters and merchants had been schooled in the royal

navy, and many American seamen had become somewhat ex-

pert in naval warfare, while opposing the French during twen-

ty years antecedent to the Revolution, yet when the storm

burst forth, and the wise men of the continent gathered togeth-

er in council, they saw no efficient material for organizing a

marine force, and so they directed all their earliest efforts to-

ward the establishment and support of an army.
'J'he battle at Lexington was the signal for British depreda-

tions along the New England coasts, and soon private vessels,

manned with patriot volunteers, and armed as circumstances

would allow, were seen in opposition. When intelligence of

the affair at Lexington reached Machias, in Maine, where a

British armed schooner (the MargarMa) was engaged with two
sloops in procuring lumber, a party of young men attempted
her capture, while the officers were at church, on shore. They
seized one of the sloops, chased the schooner out of the harbor,

s Mrvy U, ""d after a severe conflict, a compelled her to surren-
1775. der. About twenty on each side were lost in this

first nmial engagement of the Revolution. The commander
of the sloop was Jeremiah O'Brien.* He soon afterward cap-

tured two small English cruisers, made the crews prisoners,

and took them to Watertown, whore the Provincial Congress
of Massachusetts was in session. That body now turned at-

tention to a coast marine, to intercept English transports bring-

ing supplies for the British troops, and gave O'Brien a captain's

commission, and employment in that service. In retaliation

for his exploits, and others of a similar character. Admiral
Graves sent an expedition to burn Falmouth (now Portland),

in Maine. t This event led to the establishment of a Board of

Admiralty by the government of Massachusetts, on the tenth

of November, 1775.

Early in the autumn of 1775, the attention of the Continental

Congress was directed to the subject of a navy. Before any
definite action had been taken, Washington fitted out five or
six armed vessels at Boston, and these were cruising on the

New England coast as privateers. | On the thirteenth of Octo-

ber, Congress resolved that " a swift-sailing vessel, to carry ten

carriage guns, and a proportionate number of swivels, with

* The honor of this enterprise belongs to Joseph Wheaton,a native of New
York, then residing at Machias. He was an energetic young man of twenty

years. He proposed the expedition, but modestly named O'Brien for com
mander. He was active in the whole affair, and in person seized tlie colors

of the Margarelta. f See page 563, volume i.

X Washington established the followmg rule lr)r the division of jirizes: A
captain commander, six shares; first lieutenant, five; second lieutenant, four;

surgeon, four; master, three : steward, two; mate, one and a half; gunner,
one and a half; boatswain, one and a half; gunner's mate, one and a half;

sergeant, one and ahalf; privates, one. This method of distribution was con-

firmed by Congress on the twenty. fiaii of November, 1775. On the ninth of

December, Congress, by resolution, fixed Uie pay of naval officers as follows :

midshipman, twelve dollars a month; armorer, fifteen dollars; sad-maker,
twelve dollars

; yeoman, nine dollars
; quarter-master, nine dollars ; quarter

gunner, eight dollars; cook, twelve dollars; coxswain, nine dollars. On the

fifteenth of November, 1776, Congress fixed the pay ofthe officers of the navy
as follo'.vs: of ships of ten to twenty guns, captain, forty-eight dollars a

month; lieutenant, twenty four dollars; master, twenty four dollars; sur-

geon, twenty one dollars sixty-six cents; midshipman, twelve dollars; gun-
ner, thirteen dollars; seamen, eight dollars. Of ships of twenty guns and
upward: captain, sixty dollars a month; lieutenant, thirty dollars; master,

thirty-dollars ; surgeon, twenty-five dollars ; midshipman, twelve dollars ; gun-

ner, fifteen dollars; chaplain, twenty dollars; seamen, eight dollars. Com-
manders were allowed four and five dollars a week for subsistence ; and lieu-

tenants, surgeons, captains of marines, and chaplains, four dollars a week for

aubsjslence when ashore.

eighty men," should be fitted out for a cruise of three months
eastward, for the purpose of intercepting British transports.

Another with fourteen guns, and a proportionate number of
swivels and men, was ordered, and Silas Deane, John Langdon,
and Christopher Gadsden, were appointed a committee to di-

rect naval affairs. On the thirtieth of the same month, it was
resolved to fit out two more vessels, one of twenty, and the
other of thirty-six guns, and Stephen Hopkins, Josejih Hewes,
Richard Henry Lee, and John Adams, were added to the naval
committee. On the thirteenth of Decemberb Congress
ordered the construction of thirteen additional vessels

*"
'"*

of war,* and the " Marine Committee," as it was termed, was
increased so as to consist of one member from each colony, to

be appointed by ballot.t This committee possessed very little

executive power. Naval subjects were generally referred to

it, when the committee examined them and reported thereon
to Congress, where the administrative power was held. The
committee appointed all officers below the rank of third lieu-

tenant, and had the general control, under the immediate sanc-
tion of Congress, of all the naval operations. Want of profes-
sional skill made their duties very vexatious, and often ineffi-

cient. Congress finally resolved'' to select three per- c Nov. fi

sons well skilled in maritime affairs to execute the '"'6-

business of the navy, under the direction of the " Marine Com-
mittee,"J and these composed the " Continental Navy Board,
or Board of Assistants to the Marine Committee," which re-
mained in active operation until October, 1779, when a "Board
of Admiralty" was established d This board consist-

ed of "three commissioners not members of Con-
'''^'^'•'*'

gress, and two members of Congress ; any three to form a
board for the dispatch of business, to be subject, in all cases,
to the control of Congress."^ The board was allowed a secre-
tary, and was delegated with powers sufficient for all practi-
cal purposes. Its head-quarters was at Philadelphia, the seat
of the Federal government. An " Eastern Board" was also es-

• These were ordered to be built as follows: In Pennsylvania, the Wath-
ii'i^tnti, thirty two guns; Rnnrtnlph, thirty two; BJin^liam, twenty eight;
Delaware, twenty-four, built at Philadelphia. In New Hampshire, Raleigh
thirty-two, built at Portsmouth. In Massachusetts, Hancock, thirty-two;
Boslotx twenty-four, built at Boston. In Rhode Island, Warren, thirty-two;
frncirfmcf, twenty eight, built at Providence. In Maryland, Virginia, twen
ty-eight, built at Annapolis. In Connecticut, TrumhuU, twenty eight, built
at New London. In New York, CongTem, twenty-eight ; Mnntgomert/, twen-
ty four, built at Poughkeepsie, on the Hudson. During the war. Congress
authorized the purchase, or the building and fitting out of between thirty aud
forty vessels, three of them of seventy four guns.

t The following gentlemen composed this first general naval committee.
Messrs. Bartlett, Hancock, Hopkins, Deane. Lewis, Crane, R. Morris, Read,
Chase, R. H. Lee, Hewes, Gadsden, and UannXonn.—JaurimU. i., 273.

t.Iolm Nixon,.Iohn Wharton, and Francis Hopkinson were appointed, and
each allowed a salary of fifteen hundred dolhirs a year.

\ Journals of Congress, v., 277. The three commissioners were each al-

lowed a yearly salary of fourteen thousand dollars, Continental money, equiv
alent, at that time, to about seven hunored dollars hard money. The nom
inal amount of this salary was to be varied according to the state of the pa
per currency. Their secretary was John Brown, whose name appears at-

'^r^
tached to all commissions issued during the -irtive existence of the board. On
the fourth of May, I7.S0, the board reported a device for an admiralty seal (see
next page) as follows : thirteen bars, mutually supporting each other, altern-
ate red and white, in a blue field, and surmounting an anchor proper. The
crest, a ship under sail. The motto, Smtentane ec susienlaiiis—" Sustaining
and Sustained." The legend, U. S. A. Sigil. Naval. Twenty months earher
than this a committee was appointed to " prepare a seal for the Treasury
and Navy." I have never seen an impression of the former, if it w.ia ever
made. The sketch of the admiralty seal given on the next page I made from
an impression attached to a commission issued in 1781 am
sion of Peter Force, F,si)., of Washington City.

posses
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tablished, with an organization similar to the other, which was

styled "The Board of the Middle District."

Another change in the administration of naval affairs ap-

pears to have occurred in 1781. when General James Reed was

invested by Congress with full power to conduct the business

of the " Middle Department;" and General Alexander M'Dou-

gal was elected " Secretary of Marine." In August following,

a general " Agent of Marine" Was appointed, to act under the

immediate direction of Congress, and in this capacity the name

of Robert Morris is often found. Indeed, that distinguished

financier appears to have had a general supervision of naval af-

fairs, either directly or indirectly, during the whole war. Many

privateers were fitted out by him on his own account, and his

interest as well as his patriotism made him an eilicient " Agent

of Marine."

In November, 1776, Congress determined the relative rank

of naval and military officers, as follows : admiral, as a general

;

vice-admiral, as lieiitevanl general; rear-admiral, as majnr gen-

eral ; commodore, as brigadier general ; captain of a ship ot forty

guns and upward, as a colonel; captain of a ship of ten to

twenty guns, as major ; lieutenant, as captain.* Congress also

iecided that the relative rank of naval commanders with each

other should not be determined by the date of nomination or

appointment previous to October, 1776, when such relative

rank was fixed by that body for twenty-six officers then in the

service. After that date the rank was determined by the date

of the commission.

The avowed object of Congress in fitting out armed vessels

was to intercept British transports having supplies for the

Congress, as well as provincial cruisers and privateers. ^ ^^^^

In February ,a Commodore Esek Hopkins, with a small

Admiralty Seal.

royal army in America. In this service they were very effi-

cient, and a larger portion of ammunition, good arms, and mil-

itary stores were thus obtained by the patriots during the first

three years of the war. The chief theater of operations in

1776 was in the waters of the New England coast, yet some

important movements were made southward by the vessels of

* The following ii> a list of the naval commanders appointed by Congress

during the war, with the date of their respective commissions, according to

the Journals of Congress ;

177S, December 2'2. E.sek Hopkins, Dudley Salstonstall, Abraham VVIiip

pie, Nicholas Biddle, John li. Hopkins. - 1776, April 17. William Manly,

Isaac Coineau. — ./">ic fi. Thomas Thompson, Samuel Tompkins, Christo-

pher Miller, John Barry, Thomas Read, Charles Ale,xander, James Nichol-

son.—June 1.0. Hector M-Neil, Thomas drenraW.— August 13. Elishan Hin-

mi^n.—August 12 John Hnd^e, John Manley.— Oc(o(<«- 10. Lambert VVicke.s,

William Hallock, Hoysted Hacker, Isaiah Robinson, John Paul Jones,

James Josiab, Joseph Olney, James Robinson, .John Young, Elisha Warner,

Lieutenant-commandant J. Baldwin, Lieutenant commandant Thomas AI

bertson. — Mil , Fehrunry ^, Henry Johnson. — March 15. Daniel Waters,

Sam.iel Tucker.-1778, May 1. William Burke.

—

lune IR. Peter Landais.-

Septemberib. Seth Harding.—1779, September 17. Silas Talbot, Samuel Nicli

Olson, John Nicholson, Henry Skinner, Benjamin Dunn. Samuel Cliew.

The following lieutenants were commissioned : 1775, Decem'ier 22. John

Paul Jones, Rhodes Arnold, Stansbnry, Hoysted Hacker. Jonathan Pitch-

er, Benjamin Seabury, Joseph Olney, Elisha Warren, Thomas Weaver,

M'Dougal, John Fanning. Ezekiel Burroughs, Daniel Vaughan.-177fi, June

6. Israel Turner, Joseph Doble. Mark Dennet.

—

luly It. Peter Shores, John

Wheelwright, Josiah Sb^cVhri. — August 17. William Barnes, Thomas

Vaugh.an.—.4«?ii.« 2-:!. Jonathan Maltby, David Phipps, Wilson. John

Nichol.son. — 1777, Feftruart/ 5. Elijah Bowen. — .-/i'^iki 6. John Rod eg.

—

An^iisl 12. William Mi.ileston.— 17«. J»/l/ 20. Richard Dale, Alexander .Mur-

ay_ Plunkett, Joshua Barney, Isaac Buck, John Stevens, Aquilla Johns.

See Goldsborough's Naval Clironicle, i.,8.

squadron,* left the Delaware to operate against the fleet oi Lord

Dunmore, then on the Virginia coast. At the same time, Cap-

tain Barry, a skillful ship master of Baltimore, sailed in the

same direction with the Lexington.\ Hopkins proceeded fur-

ther south, and made a descent upon the island of New Prov-

idence (one of the Bahamas), for the purpose of seizing a large

quantity of ammunition and stores deposited there. He land-

ed three hundred marines, under Captain Nichols, who took

possession of the town (now Nassau), and made the
^ ^^^^^^ <,

governor (Brown{) and a few others prisoners.''

The governor had sent away the powder, but one hundred

cannons and a large quantity of stores were the spoils of vic-

tory.

On leaving the Bahamas.c Hopkins sailed for the ^ j^^^^j^ ^^

New England coast, and, while off the east end of

Long Island, fell in with two small British vessels, and cap-

* The squadron consisted of the Alfred, twenty eight guns. Commodore

Hopkins ; the Columbus, twenty-eight guns. Captain Abraham Whipple, the

commander of the expedition to destroy the Gaspee in 1772 (see page 61) ;

Andrea Doria, fourteen guns. Captain Nicholas Biddle; Seh.jsiian Cabot,

sixteen guns. Captain John B. Hopkins; Frovidence, twelve guns. Captain

Hazard; and the Fa/con, 5'corpron, and CrxiKr, which were to join them

at Cape Fear. Commodore Hopkins held the rank ofcommander in chief in

the navy, a relative position to that of Washington in the army. His pay

was one hundred and twenty five dollars a month, and he was frequently ad-

dressed as admiral. The first

ensign ever shown by a regulai

American man of war was rais-

ed on board the Alfred, in the

Delaware, in December, 1775.

by the hands of John Paul

Jones, then Hopkins's fir.^t lieu

tenant. This flag, according to

a portrait of Hopkins's publish

ed in London in 1776, was a

plain ground, with a pine-tree in

the center. .4t the top were the

words Librrrv Tree, and at the

bottom. Appeal to God. The

Union flag -Aith thirteen stripes,

adopted by the army on the fir-t

of January, 1776. was also dis-

pl.ayed. This had a represeutat

t On the seventeenth of A.pril, Barry

der of the Briti.-h ship Liverpool, after

lowing, the Lexinzton wa

turning from the West In

crew placed on board of h.

First Naval Flags.

ofa attle-i rith the words D,t\

ptured the Edward, an armed ten-

e'ere engagement. In October fol

manded by Captain Hallock. and when re

was captured by the Pearl, and a prize

Americans arose upon and overpowered

w, and took the Lexington into Baltimore.

% Governor Brown was afterward exchanged for Lord Stirling.
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tured thetn.a On the sixth of April he fell in with the
a Apn 4. Qi^ggg^ twenty nine pounders, Captain Tyrinf,'ham

Howe, with one hundred and fifty men. With the aid of the

Cabol and the Columbus, the Alfred compelled the Glasgow to

fly toward Newport, leaving her a prize for the Americans.

With this and his other prizes, Hopkins went into New Lon-

don, having lost twenty-three men in killed and wounded.

The commodore was censured by Congress for having de-

parted from his instructions " to annoy the enemy's ships upon

the coasts of the Southern States," and, after taking his little

b Jan. 2, fleet into Narraganset Bay, he was dismissed from the

17"7. service.b No naval commander-in-chief was subse-

quently appointed. Other officers in this cruise appear to have

been censured. Whipple was tried for not aiding tlie Alfred,

but was acquitted. Hazard, for some cause not recorded,

was cashiered, and his vessel was placed under the command

of Captain John Paul Jones.

Captain Jones cruised between Boston and the Delaware,

and sometimes as far south as the Bermudas, and was always

successful. While off the coast of the Carolinas, in Septem-

ber.c the Providence was chased by the frigate Solebny,

twenty-eight guns, but, by skillful maneuvering, es-

caped. She also escaped from the Milford, thirty-two guns,

and, proceeding eastward, captured twelve fishing vessels off

Canseau. With fifteen prizes, Jones returned to Newport.

In the mean while, Whipple with the Cnlumbus, and Biddle

with the little Doria. fourteen guns, were successfully engaged

upon the New England and Nova Scotia coasts. It is said that

the prizes of the Doria were so numerous, that when she en-

tered the Delaware she bore only five of her original crew, the

remainder being distributed among the captured vessels. The
success of Biddle was rewarded by an appointment to the com-

mand of the Randolph, thirty two guns, a new vessel.

The colony vessels of New England were exceedingly active.

Frtween the time when the British evacuated Boston, in March,

and midsummer, thirty English vessels, filled with supplies,

were captured by them. The Defense, Captain Harding, a little

Connecticut vessel of fourteen guns, was one of the most suc-

cessful. On the night of the seventeenth of June, that vessel,

with the armed schooner ife and three small privateers, battled

more than an hour with two British transports in ilantueket

Roads, near Boston, and were victorious. The transports, with

two hundred soldiers and a large quantity of stores, were

taken into Boston. The next day the Defense captured an-

other transport, with one hundred men. These prizes, with

those of the Doria, deprived the British army of about five

hundred soldiers.

' C£ In November, Captain Jones took command of the Alfred,

^' and, with the Providence, sailed from Newport for Nova Scotia.

When a few days out, he captured the Hellish, loaded with sup-

plies for the army forming in Canada, under Burgoyne. This

was a valuable prize, and was conducted safely into Boston,

after a long chase by the Milford.

Early in the summer of 1776, several cruisers were sent to-

ward the West Indies. Among these was the Reprisal, Cap-

tain Wickes, which, after taking several prizes on the way, en-

countered the English sloop Shark, sixteen guns, near Mar-

Unique. After fighting more than an hour, the Shark was re-

pulsed, and the Reprisal returned to the Delaware, whence
she soon sailed for the coast of France. Being the first Amer-
ican armed ship which had appeared in the European waters,

she attracted much attention. Doctor Franklin, who was ap

pointed a commissioner to the French court, was a passenger

The Reprisal, after landing Franklin, captured several prizes in

the Bay of Biscay ; among others, the royal English packet

sailing from Falmouth to Lisbon. These prizes were sold,

and the government proceeds were used by the American com-

missioners for purchasing other vessels in French ports. The
following summer, Wickes, with a little squadron, consisting

of the Reprisal, Lexington, and cutter Dolphin, sailed entirely

around Ireland, sweeping the channel in its whole breadth, and

capturing and destroying a great number of merchant vessels.

This cruise produced a great impression on the public mind in

England, and compelled France either to unmask and show its

decided friendship for the rebellious colonies, or pronounce a

disclaimer. Policy dictated the latter course, and the Amer-
ican vessels were ordered to leave the French coast. When

returning home in September,^ the Lexington was cap-

tured by the Alerl. The Reprisal was wrecked on the

coast of Newfoundland, and Captain Wickes, with all of his

gallant crew, except the cook, perished.

Doctor Franklin carried with him to France a number of

blank commissions, for army and navy officers, signed by John

Hancock, president of Congress. These he and the other

commissioners filled as occasion required. Under one of these

commissions, Captain Conyngham sailed from Dunkirk (in the

north of France) in the brig Surprise, on the first of May,

1777. On the fourth he took a brig called the Joseph, and on

the seventh he captured the packet Prince of Orange. With

these he returned to Dunkirk on the tenth. In consequence

of the urgent remonstrances of the English embassador, these

prizes were released, and Conyngham and his crew impris-

oned. The French government was unwilling to offend the

American commissioners, and allowed them to fit out another

vessel at Dunkirk, called the Revenge, in which Conyngham
and his crew sailed a day or two before the arrival of two

British vessels to convey them to England to be tried for pira-

cy. The Revenge sought the British transports with Hessian

soldiers, but was unsuccessful. She made many prizes of

merchantmen, and thus placed quite large sums of money in

the hands of the commissioners. General alarm prevailed.

Insurance arose as high as twenty-five per cent., and so loth

were British merchants to ship goods in English bottoms, that

at one time forty French vessels were together loading in the

Thames.*

While these events were occurring on the coast of Europe,

no less activity was observed in the American waters. On the

sixth of July, 177fi, the Sachem, ten guns, Captain Robinson,

conquered an English letter of marque, after a severe contest,

in which both vessels lost an unusual number of men. For

this gallant act Robinson was placed in command of the Doria,

and a few days afterward sailed for St. Eustatia, where the

Dutch governor saluted her. For this indiscretion the govern-

or was removed from office. On leaving that island, the Doria

fell in with and captured the Race-horse, an English twelve-gun

ship, which lost in the action a greater portion of its officers

and crew, killed or wounded. This was the last cruise of

the Doria. She was burned in the Delaware in 1777, to pre-

vent her falling into the hands of the British. On the twelfth

of October following,^ the Ranger, eighteen guns, Cap-

tain Hudson, took a British brig among the West In-

dies, after a conflict of two hours. This event, the naval oper-

ations upon Lake Champlain, and those of Captain Manlcy, on

the New England coast, already detailed, closed the marine

warfare of 1776, and with honor to the Americans. Accord-

ing to Almon's Remembrancer, three hundred and forty-two

British vessels fell into the hands of the Americans during that

year. Forty-four

of them were
recaptured, and

four were burn-

ed. The Ameri-

cans lost quite a

number of ves-

sels, chiefly mer-

chantmen.

Early in Jan-

uary, 1777, the

Randolph, thirty-

two guns. Cap-

tain Biddle, sail-

ed on her first

cruise. She ran

nto Charleston

harbor, and when
three days out,

after leaving, she

captured four Ja-

maica-men. one
of tv/enty guns. Elated with this success, the Carolinians im-

mediately fitted out four small vessels, with an aggregate of.

sixty-four guns, and placed them under the general command
of Biddle. This little squadron appears not to have accom-
plished much, and in March the following yearf the f March 7

Randolph blew up, while in action with the British "'*•

ship Yarmouth, between nine and ten o'clock in the evening.f

* Letter of Silas Deane to Robert Morris.

t The ehips were quite close together at the time Many fragments of the

Nicholas iJiddle.
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Biddle and all of his crew perished, except four men, who
clung to a piece of the wreck.*

In March, 1777, the American ship Cabot, Captain Olney,

was captured on the coast of Nova Scotia. .On the nineteenth

of April following, this loss was compensated by the capture

of two British transports, south of Long Island, by the Trum-

bull, twenty-eight guns, Captain Salstonstall. These contained

valuable stores. Soon after this, the Hancock, thirty-two guns,

Captain John Manley, and the Boston, twenty-four guns. Captain

Hector M'Neil, encountered the Rainbow, forty-four guns, Sir

George Collier. While Manley was preparing for an attack,

M'Neil deserted him. Knowing the disparity in strength, Man-

ley attempted to escape, but was chased and captured by the

enemy. Manley was tried for the loss of his vessel, but hon-

orably acquitted ; M'Neil was dismissed from the service.

On the second of September, 1777, the Raleigh frigate. Cap-

tain Thompson, and the Alfred, Captain Hinman, captured a

enowt called Nancy, and from her commander ascertained

that a large fleet of West Indiamen, convoyed by the British

ship-of-war Druid, twenty guns, were in the neighborhood.

Thompson learned the signals of the fleet, and started in search

of them. He saw them the following day, ran among them in

disguise, got a weatherly position of the Druid, and then de-

manded a surrender. It was refused, and within twenty min-

utes the Raleigh gave her twelve broadsides. A heavy squall

came on, the fleet were dispersed, the belligerents separated,

and the Druid, much shattered, escaped to England. In this

gallant afiair the Raleigh lost only three men. The Alfred, be-

ing rather a slow sailer, did not arrive in time to participate in

the engagement. They joined a few hours afterward, and

sailed for France. Several minor enterprises were success-

fully carried out after this, and the year 1777 closed with a

loss to the British of four hundred and sixty seven merchant-

men, notwithstanding they had seventy sail of war vessels on

the American coast

The treaty between France and the United States was rati-

fied on the sixth of February, 1778, and speedily French war

vessels were cruising among the West Indies and along the

American coast. These gave great relief to the colonists, and

infused new courage into the Continental armies. Congress,

at the same time, fitted out some frigates and smaller vessels,;]

among which was the Alliance, thirty-two guns (built at Sal-

isbury, Massachusetts), which became the favorite of the pa

triots. Early in Januarys the Providence, Captain Rath-

* '"*
burne, sailed for the Bahamas. With twenty-five men

and some American prisoners, the captain went ashore upon

New Providence, seized the Fort at Nassau, and took posses-

sion of the town and six vessels lying in port. He held it two

days, and then, after spiking the cannons, and removing a large

quantity of ammunition and stores to his vessel, he burned two

of his prizes, and departed without losing a man.

Randolph fell upou tlie Yarmoiifh, and an American flag, furled and uni»jured,

was blown in upon her foreca.stle.

* Nicholas Biddle was a native of Philadelphia, where he was born in 1750.

He went to sea at thirteen years of age, and aRer many perilous voyages, en-

tered Uie British service as a midshipman. He afterward went on a voyage,

under the Honorable Captain Phipps, toward the North Pole, in company

with Nelson, who was also a volunteer. The commodore made them both

cockswains. He returned to America two years later C1775),and espousing

the cause of the colonists, entered into the naval service of Pennsylvania,

in a small vessel called the Camden. He afterward took command of the

Andrea Dorin. and subsequently of the Randolph, in which he perished. He

was severely wounded in the thigh, and was sitting in a chair, with his sur-

geon, when the ship olew up. He was twenty-seven years of age when he

perished.

t A " snow" IS a vessel equipped with two masts resembling the main and

foremast of a ship, and a third small mast, abaft the main-mast, carrying a try-

sail. These vessels were much used in the merchant service at the time of

the Revolution.

i The principal vessels were the Alliance, thirty-two guns ; Congreis, thir-

ty two; and Queen nf France, twenty eight. Also the sloops Ranger, Gates,

and Saratoga

In Februaryb the Raleigh and Alfred left L'Oricnt,

and on the ninth of March they were chased by the

British ships Ariadne and Ceres. A sharp engagement ensued

between them and the Alfred, which resulted in her capture,

with the captain and crew. The Raleigh did not assist the

Alfred, and escaped. Captain Thompson was censured by

Congress for not aiding Captain Hinman,* was suspended from

command, and after a trial was dismissed from the service.

On the thirtieth day of March, the Virginia, twenty-eight guns.

Captain James Nicholson, sailed down the Chesapeake on her

first cruise, and during the first night her unskillful pilot ran

her across a sand bar, which deprived her of her rudder. At

dawn two English armed ships appeared very near, when

Nicholson, percehing bis peril, escaped, with his papers, to the

shore. The Virginia fell into the power of the enemy, yet so

prudent was the course of Nicholson considered, that he 'was

not censured for the loss of the vessel.

Early in May, 1778, John Paul Jones appeared, for the first

time, in European waters, in command of the Ranger, eighteen

guns ; a vessel quite too inferior for such an able oflicer. Jones

made several important prizes in the British channels, and un-

dertook the bold enterprise of capturing the Drake, an English

ship-of-war lying in the harbor of Carrickfergus, Ireland. Fail-

ing in this, he sailed to the English coast, entered the port of

Whitehaven, seized the forts, spiked the cannons, and, setting

fire to a ship in the midst of a hundred other vessels, departed.

The people of Whitehaven extinguished the flames and saved

the shipping. From that day, even to the present, the name ol

Paul Jones has been there associated with ideas of piracy and

devastation. His exploit spread terror along the English coast,

and produced a great sensation throughout the kingdom. Em-

boldened by his success, Jones proceeded to the coast of Scot-

land, cruised up and down between the Solway and Clyde, and

attempted the capture of the Earl of Selkirk, at his residence

on St. Mary's, near the mouth of the Dee. The earl was absent,

and the men engaged in the enterprise carried off plate to the

value of about five hundred dollars. When this, among other

bootj', was sold in the port of Brest, Jones purchased it, and re-

turned it to Lady Selkirk, with a letter expressing his re-

gret at the occurrence.! On the twenty-fourth of Aprilc

* Captain Hinman was one of the bravest of the naval

olution. His remains rest beneath a beautiful marble

feet in height, at Stonington. Connecticut, constructed i

Bird, of New York. The following elaborate inscriptic

lieroes of the Rev
lonument, nineteen

1852, by Fisher &
pon the monument

contains all the most important events in his public life, and serves the pur

pose of a biographical skett h :

" In memory of Captain Elis/ta Hinman, United States Navy, a patriot of

the Revolutjon , born March 9, 1734— Died August -29, 1807, aged seventy-

three years. At the age of fourteen he weut

to sea, was a captain at nineteen, and for

many years sailed to Europe, and the East

>nd West Indies. On the commencement of

the Revolution, he abandoned a lucrative bus-

ness, and devoted his whole service to Lis

-:ountry. He was one of the first appoint

ments by Congress to the navy, and served

vith honor throughout the whole war—sue

cessively commanding the Marqtiis de La
Fayette, Iweaty guns, the Deane, tiiirtyguns,

the sloopof war Providence, and the Alfred.

thirty-two guns. Captain Hinman, in com
mand of the AlJ'red, sailed in company with

the Raleigh, thirty guns. Captain Thompson.

On the ninth of March, 1778, they were chased

by two British ships of the line, the Ariadne

and Ceres; and the Alfred, after fighting

bravely, and being deserted by the Raleigh,

through the cowardice of her captain, was

compelled to surrender. He was taken to

England and imprisoned — escaped through

tlie assistance of friends—was taken to Lon-

don, where he saw band-bills offering five

hundred pounds for his head, describing per

n, &c. He finally escaped to France. On
his return. Captain Thompson was court,

martialed and dismissed the service, respect-

ing the loss of the Alfred, and Captain Hin-

as honorably acquitted. In 1794, when the Constitution (old Iron-

vas launched. President Adams tendered the command other to Cap-

nman, but from his advanced age, he declined. He died full of years,

leaving his character, as a man, of unimpeachable integrity and sterling

worth ; a rich legacy to his ilescendants.

'* This monument is placed here by hia two grandsons, James Ingersoll

Day, and Thomas Day."
Captain Buckley, of New London, who died in 1849, at the age of ninety

five years, was Hinman's first lieutenant in command ol the Alfred

f The editor of the Pictorial History nfthe Reign of George the Third, i

Monument.

man w
sides) ^
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Jones again appeared off Carriekfergua, when the Drake went
out to give him battle. The conflict lasted one hour and four
minutes, when the Drake, dreadfully shattered, and forty of
her men killed or wounded, struck and surrendered. With
the Drake, and her surviving crew and other captives, Jones
sailed up the North Channel, went around Ireland, made sev-

eral prizes, and arrived at Brest on the eighth of May. We
shall meet him again in the British waters presently.

The French fleet, under Count D'Estaing, arrived upon the

,,.„ coast of Virginia in July," and under the segis of its pow-
er the American cruisers became bolder, and caused

greater circumspection on the part of the enemy. On the

twenty-fifth of Septemberi Captain Barry* (formerly of the

kX^C:^ a3.
)

Lexington) sailed fi-om Boston in command of the Raleigh, with

a brig and sloop under convoy. On the following day. two Brit-

ish vessels (the Experiment, fifty guns, Captain Wallace, and

the Unicorn, twenty-eight guns) gave cliase, and at noon au

action commenced with the latter, which lasted seven liours.

Barry was conscious of the superiority of his foe, and when
night fell he resolved to escape to an island with his crew, and

burn his vessel. One large party had landed, and the boat re-

turned for others, when it was ascertained that a subordinate

officer had treacherously surrendered the vessel. Barry and

a considerable portion of his crew escaped to the main, after

losing twenty-five men killed and wounded. The Unicorn lost

ten men killed and many wounded. This was the closing com-

bat of importance by the regular marines in 1778.

On the eleventh of January, 1770, the frigate Alliance, com-

manded by Landais, a Frenchman, sail-

ed for France, bearing La Fayette as

passenger. Landais was personally

unpopular, and being a Frenchman, it

was difficult to get Americans to serve

under him. The crew of an English vessel wrecked on the

coast of Massachusetts were impressed into the service, a

measure which resulted in imminent peril to the vessel and
passengers. The Englishmen, seventy-five in number, planned

a revolt, the details of which contemplated the most horrid

'.'J'a^Tf^

397, says of Jones: "He carried off all the plate and other valuable articles ;"

but ungenerously, and with the evident intention ofmisrepresenting the char-

ncter of Jones, omits mentioning the fact of the honorable return ofthe silver.

" John Barry was born in Ireland in 1746. He was placed on hoard a mer-
chantman at an early age. and at fourteen he emigrated to America, where he
pursued his vocation. He entered the naval service of Congress in 1776, and
was employed in fitting for sea the first fleet that sailed from Philadeiphia.

He continued active in the service during the whole war, and down to the

year of his death, when he was in command of the frigate linked SliUts. He
died at Philadelphia, on the thirteentli of September, 1803, at the age of fifty-

eight years.

massacre. Au American seaman, who had hved long in Ire-

land, was mistaken by the conspirators for a native of that
country, and was solicited to participate in the mutiny. He
revealed the secret to Landais and La Fayette. The passen-
gers, and .American and French seamen, were immediately
armed, and at the moment when the conspirators were to
strike the horrid blow they fonnd themselves prisoners. Be-
tween thirty and forty were put in irons and taken to Brest,
where the Alliance arrived on the sixth of February. AU the
culprits were afterward generously exchanged as prisoners
of war.

In March, 1779, one of the most closely contested actions ot
the war occurred between the Hampden, twenty two guns, a
Massachusetts ship, and an English Indiamen, in which the
former was much damaged, and lost twenty-one men. A month
afterward, l> a little squadron, under the general com- b April 18,
mand of Captain J. B. Hopkins, sailed on a cruise '"*
from Boston. They first captured a British privateer of four-
teen guns, and received intelligence that a number of trans-
ports, with supphes, were on their way to Georgia. The Amer-
icans crowded sail, overtook them at sunset ott" Cape Henry,
and captured seven of them. A few days afterward they took
three brigs, all laden with stores. Among the prisoners last

taken were twenty-four British officers, on their way to join
their regiments at the South. Early in July, Captain Whipple,
then in command ofthe Providence, went on a cruise with the
Ranger and Q,ueen of France, the latter commanded by Cap-
tain Rathburne. They soon fell in with a large fleet of mer-
chantmen, convoyed by a ship-of the-line, and made many of
them prizes. In a pecuniary view, this was one of the most suc-
cessful enterprises of the war. The estimated value of eight
ofthe prizes taken into Boston was over a million of dollars.

While these events were occurring in the Western hem-
isphere, an important expedition was fitted out under the
joint auspices of the King of France and the American com-
missioners, and placed under the command of John Paul Jones.
The squadron consisted of five vessels, namely, the Due de
Duras, Alliance, Pallas, Cerf, and Vengeance. The commis-
sions of the officers were given by Dr. Franklin for a Umited
period, and the vessels, though all French, except the Alliante,
were to be considered as American ships, and to be governed
by the rules ofthe American Navy during the cruise. Before
the expedition sailed from L'Orient, the name of the Duras,
Jones's flag-ship, was changed to Bonkomme Richard, in com-
pliment to Dr. Franklin. His crew of three hundred and sev-
enty-five men was a medley of representatives ofalmost every
nation of Europe, and even Malays. The squadron sailed on
the nineteenth of June,c became scattered, took a few
prizes, and returned to L'Orient. It sailed a second '' '"*

time on the fourteenth of August, with two strong French pri-
vateers, and on the eighteenth captured a valuable prize. Its

destination was the coast of Scotland, and on its way several
little prizes were made. A briUiant course appeared before
the squadron, when a cloud appeared. Captain Landais, of
the Alliance, became insubordinate, and refused to obey Com-
modore Jones. A storm again separated the vessels. The
power ofthe expedition was thus weakened, yet Jones did not
quail before accumulating difficulties. He boldly attempted,
with his own ship, and the Pallas and Vengeance, to strike a
twenty gun-ship and two or three men-of-war cutters, lying at
Leith. A storm arose, drove the Americans into the North
Sea, and defeated the enterprise. Again Jones drew near land,
cruised along the eastern coast of Scotland, and by the middlii
of September had captured thirteen vessels. His exploits ex-
cited the greatest consternation, and many inhabitants along
the coast buried their plate. On the twenty third, the whole
squadron, except the Cerf and the two privateers, were togeth-
er, a few leagues above the mouth ofthe Humber. While pre-
paring to capture a brig with an armed pilot-boat, Jones saw
the Baltic fleet of about forty merchantmen, stretching out on.
a bowline from behind Flamborough Head, under convoy of
the 5tropis, forty four guns. Captain Pearson, and the Countess-
of Scarborough, twenty two guns. Captain Piercy. Jones im
mediately signaled for a general chase, and great confusion was.
soon observed among the English ships, while the armed ves--
sels maneuvered with an evident determination to defend the
merchantmen. Again Jones's orders were disobeyed by Lan
dais, who on this occasion played the part of both mutineer
and coward, for the moment he perceived the strength of the
English vessels he sought safety by ordering the Alliance to a

,
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distance. Night fell upon the scene, while the Richard and

Pallas, the Serapis and Scarborough, were maneuvering for ad-

vantage. A little after seven in the evening, the Richard came
within musket shot of the Serapis, when one of the most des-

perate sea-fights ever recorded commenced. Jones knew the

superiority of the Serapis, and aimed to lay his vessels athwart

her hawse. In the attempt the bowsprit of the Serapis ran

between the poop and mizzen-mast of the Richard. Jones in-

stantly lashed the two vessels together, and the wind soon

brought them so close, fore and aft, that the muzzles of their

respective cannons touched the sides of each other. In this

position the action continued from half past eight till half past

ten in the evening, each party fighting with the utmost des-

peration. Jones was nobly seconded by his first lieutenant,

Uichard Dale, then a young man only twenty-two years of age.*

The conflict waxed warmer and warmer ; they fought hand

to hand with pike, pistol, and cutlass, and blood flowed freely.

Already the Richard had been pierced by several eighteen-

pound balls between wind and water, and was filling, and her

ten twelve-pounders were completely silenced. Only three

nine-pounders kept up a cannonade, but the marines in the

round-top sent volleys of bullets, with deadly aim, down upon

the struggling Englishmen. Ignited combustibles were scat-

tered over the Serapis, and at one time she was on fire in a

dozen places. At half past nine, just as the moon arose in the

cloudless sky, some cartridges were ignited, and all of the offi-

cers and men of the Serapis, abaft the main-mast, were blown

up. Three times both ships were on fire, and their destruction

appeared inevitable. The scene was one of appalling grand-

eur, while it exhibited men in the character of darkest furies.

* RicharJ Dale was born on the sixth of November, 1756, in Norrolk coun-

ty, Virginia. He went to sea at twelve years of age, and continued in the

merchant service until 1776, when lie became lieutenant c,f a Virginia crilisor.

He was afterward a midshipman with Captain Barry, in the Lexington. He
1 Wickewas with Capti

He afterward suffered a long impn

temporarily by his escape, with othi

tured, and suffered another year's in

the full uniform of a BrLtish officer.

He hastened to L'Orient, joined Pi

wntly fouglit with him in the action

reived the thanks of Congress for thi

tenant of the Trumbull, under Capta

ed in an engagement, and made prisoner. He
to Philadelphia, and in the spring of 1782 took

nhip. From that time until 1794, he carried

'East India trade. Washington selected him a

ikavy in 17'34, fourth in rank. He was comm
and commanded a squadron which did good

In 1802 he left the navy, and passed the remai

nth til

1 Nicli

ng the British islands in 1777.

in England, which terminated

February, 1778. He was recap-

ment, when he again escaped in

he obtained it remains a secret,

les, and in September, 1779, gal-

Scrapis. With Jones, he re-

in 1781, Dale sailed as lieu-

on. He was severely wound-

ed, returned

;e merchantnmraaiid of a

1 a lucrative business in the

me of the six captains of the

iioned a commoilore in 1801,

!rvice in the Mediterranean,

ler of his days in private life

While the conflict was ut its height the Alliance approached,

and, sailing around the struggling combatants, delivered sev-

eral broadsides in such a way as to damage both vessels

equally.* By one of them the Richard had eleven men killed,

and an officer mortally wounded. At length Captain Pearson,

who had nailed his flag to his mast, perceiving his inability

longer to endure the fight, struck his colors with his own hand,

and gave up the Serapis to Lieutenant Dale, who was the first

to board her.t Ten minutes afterward, the Countess nf Scar-

borough, which had been fighting with the Pallas, Captain Cot-

ineau, surrendered. The Richard was a perfect wreck, and

fast sinking. Her sick and wounded were conveyed to the
.

Serapis, and sixteen hours afterward she went down in the

deep waters off Bridlington Bay. Jones, with the remains of

his squadron and prizes, sailed for Holland, and anchored ofl'

the Texel on the third of October.a The loss of life
a 1779.

was very heavy on both sides. Jones estimated the

value of his prizes made during this cruise at two hundred

thousand dollars.

Sir Joseph Yorke, British minister at the Hague, applied to

the States General for an order for delivering up the Serapis

and Scarborough, with Jones and his men. Their High Might-

inesses refused to interfere, for they felt a secret friendship

for the struggling Americans. By a diplomatic trick Holland

avoided serious trouble with Britain, and Commodore Jones,

instead of being conveyed as a pirate to England, was soon

upon the ocean as commander of the /4/ii(i«ce.b His b Dec. 27,

action with the Serapis gave him great eclat in Eu- ''^9

rope and America, and no subsequent event dimmed his fame.

Louis the Sixteenth gave him a gold-mounted sword, bearing

upon its blade the words Vindicali maris Ludovicus XVI., re-

munerator slrenuo vindici—" Louis XVI., rewarder of the val-

iant assertor of the freedom of the Sea"—surrounded by the

blended emblems of America and France. f Louis also created

him a Knight of the Order of Merit; Catharine of Russia con-

ferred on him the ribbon of St. Anne ; and from Denmark he re-

ceived marks of distinction and a pension. The Congress of

the United States voted him special thanks ; and, eight years

aflerwaid.c ordered a gold medal to be struck and c oct. 16

presented to "the Chevalier John Paul Jones," of l'*^.

which the following engraving is a true representation.

§

* The opinion generally prevailed that Landats fired into the Richard for

the doub.'e purpose of killing Jones and compelling his vessel to surrender,

in order l)iat Landais might retake her, together with the Strapis, and get all

the eclat i>f the victory. Such were the charges brought against him, and he

was suspi.-nded from service. Alter the exhibition of many vagaries, which

proved him half insane, he returned to America in the Alliance, and was soon

afterward dismissed the service.

t It is related that when Captain Pearson delivered his sword to Commo-
dore Jones, he remarked, " I can not, sir, but feel much mortification at tlie

idea of surrendering my sword to a man who has fought me with a rope round

his neck." Jones received the sword, and immediately returning it, said,

" You have fought gallantly, sir, and 1 hope your king will give you a better

ship." Pearson was afterward knighted. On hearing of it, Jones remarked,
" He deserves it, and if 1 fall in with him again, I will make a lord of him."

% This sword is now (1848) in possession of Commodore John Montgom-

ery Dale, a son of Commodore Richard Dale, Jones's valued friend and com
panion in arms.

^ Journals, xii., 138. The engraving opposite is the size of the original,

copied from a fac simile in the possession of the New York Historical So-

ciety. On one side is a portrait of Jones in relief (said to be an excellent

likeness), with the words Joonni I'auto Junes, Classis Prtzfecto, Comitia

Americana—" The American Congress to John Paul Jones, commander of

the fleet." Upon the other side is a representation of a naval battle, with

the words Hostium naviOus captis aulj'ugalis, ad Oram Scotia, xxiii. Sept.

MDCCLXXVIUl.—" The ships of the enemy having been captured on the

coast of Scotland, twenty-third September, 1779." The present possessor

of this national tribute to one of the bravest of men is unknown. This medal

was made in Paris, under the direction of Mr. Jefierson, then American min-

ister there.

John Paul was bom on the sixth of July, 1747, at Arbigland, on the Frith

of Solway, Scotland. At the age of twelve years he was apprenticed to «

ship-master in the Virginia trade. He was on board of a slaver for some time,

and by'the death of master and mate he became commander. On the death

of his mother in 1773, he went to Virginia to settle, and there added Jones

m Philadelphia. He di

• -of seventy years.

•d on the twenty-fourth of February, 1826, at Jhe age

to his name. When the war broke out, oe was coramissioned senior lieuten

ant in the navy, and was active until the close of hostilities. In November,

1783, he sailed for France, empowered to negotiate for the recovery of prize-



SUPPLEMENT. 849

Gold Medal presented to Paul Jones.

On the seventh of" September, 1780, Commodore Jones sail-

ed for America in command of the Ariel, twenty guns. A gale

dismasted her, and after refitting at L'Orient, he sailed again

on the eighteenth of December. He had a shglit encounter

with an English ship during a night while on his way, and ai

rived at Philadelphia on the eighteenth of February, 1781, afte

an absence of more than three years. He was appointed

the command of the America, seventy-four guns, a vessel whii

a Seot. 3 Congress presented to the French kinga before s

1782. was ready for sea.

In the spring of 1779, the Massachusetts state cruiser,

Hazard, fourteen guns. Captain J. F. Williams, had a sev

action with the Active, eighteen guns, and was victori

Forty-one men were killed in the combat, which lasted hal

hour. Williams was promoted to the Protector, twenty p

and in June he fought the heavy letter of marque. Duff, w)

after resistance for an hour, blew up. The Protector had

cessful cruise, and Captain Williams's reputation was g

increased. He was immediately engaged in the exp

against the British at Penobscot, mentioned on page

which the naval force was commanded by Captain f

stall.* The result was disastrous. Among the vesse'

up was the Providence, which had gained such a gooc

under her first commander. Captain Whipple.

It was in the autumn of this year that Silas Talbot, w?

been long engaged in the Republican cause, on land and

was commissioned a captain in the United States Navj

months previous to this, he armed, at Providence, his

prize, the Pigot (see page 96) and a sloop called the

ten guns, to cruise ofi'the New England coast. He sooi

tured the Lively, twelve guns, and two letters of mar

which he carried into Boston. He also captured the
^^

George, a vessel which was particularly hated by the New
glanders. Great was the joy when he took her into New I

ion harbor. His next prize was the Dragon, with which i

fought desperately four and a half hours.b It Wi
b Aug., 1779 ^j^ victory which caused Congress to give him thv

commission of a naval captain. He performed many daring

exploits with the Argo during the autumn, and the fruits of his

services were three hundred prisoners, five valuable merchant-

men, and six British privateers. The following year Ttibot

was in command of a private ship, because Congress had not

the means to retain the Argo. He was captured one m )rning

at dawn, when he found himself in the midst of a fleet of En-

ghsh men-of-war. He was ill treated by the victors, and for

none.v in different parts of Em
,788 lie wan appointed rear adn

n command again.'it the Turk!

vhere he resided most of the

ipe. He returned to At

ral in the Russian Navy

He retired to Paris w
ime until his deatli, wh

ifter lit

a in 1787, and in

e was afterward

pension in 1789,

iccurred on tlie

18 agent of the

was dead. His
eighteenth of July, 179-2. A commission, appointir.|

American government to treat with Algiers, arrived

place of sepulchre is now unknown.

* The squadron consisted of the United States ship Warrtn, thirty two

fluBi. Salstonstall's flagship; Z>!7i^€n(, fourteen guns. Captain Brown; the

/'rouideii«, twelve guns, Captain Hacker; three vessels belonging to Mas-

sachusetts, thirteen privateers, and many transports.

" Captain lalbo

Talbot) in the reign c

genius of tliat illustrious am
a young man when the war of th-,

the contest ardently. On land and

capacity we have met him several timef>

the forfeited estate of Sir William John.son,

private life. In 1704, when a new organizatio-

tain Talbot was selected to the command of one

superintended the construction of the frigate Cons,

laurels almost twenty years later. In 1799, she wa

cruise in the West Indies, and Commodore Hull w
cruise was an important one in many respects. Ta

service until September, 1801, when he resigned his co

the remainder of his days in the city of New York, w
Pintard, his third wife. He died in New York city on t;

1813, and was buried under Trinity church, where no m
resting-place.—See Life ofCommodore Talbot, by Henry T

I am indebted to Mr. Tuckerman for the privilege ofco

of Talbot from a daguerreotype of an original painting by

session of the patriot's descendants in Kentucky.
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was the almost demolition of the little American fleet under

Whipple, then lying in the harbor. At about this time, the

British government resolved not to exchange any more pris-

oners taken from privateersnien. This had a powerful eft'ect

upon the nautical enterprise of the Americans, for soon a large

number of their best seamen were prisoners, and the number

of officers fit to manage vessels was very limited. In view of

these facts, and the eflicient aid promised and actually given

by French fleets,* Congress paid but little attention to its ma-

rine, while, at the same time, the British Parliament authorized

the ministry to employ no less than eighty-five thousand men

in the navy. Yet the Americans were not wholly inactive.

In Junea the Trumbull, twenty-eight guns, commanded
* ''*"

by Captain James Nicholson, the senior officer in the

navy, encountered the English letter of marque Watt, thirty-

four guns. Captain CouUhard, and engaged in a well-contested

battle for two hours and a half The vessels were not more

than one hundred yards apart, and continually poured broad-

sides into each other. The Trumbull was completely disabled,

yet her antagonist withdrew without attempting to capture

her. The Trumbull lost thirty-nine killed and wounded. In

October following, the United States sloop of-war Saratoga, six-

teen guns. Captain Young, fell in with and captured a ship and

two brigs. One of these was called the Charming Molly. Cap-

tain Young ran along side of her, when Lieutenant Barney,t

other vessels, aU of which were retaken, while on then- way to

the Delaware, by the Lurepid. seventy-four guns, Captam Mol-

loy. The Saratoga, it is supposed, soon foundered at sea, for

she and her crew were never heard of afterward.

At the close of 1780, Captain John Barry was appointed to

the command of the Alliance, and sailed from Boston in Feb-

ruary, 1781, with Colonel John Laurens as passenger for

France. On the way he captured the privateer Alert, and after

landing Mr. Laurens at L'Orient, he sailed on a cruise, with the

Marquis De La Fayette, forty guns, in company, bound to

America with stores. After capturing a few vessels, and part-

ing company with its consort, the Alliance had a severe action

with an English sloop-of war, sixteen guns, and a brig of four-

teen guns.b Captain Barry was wounded and car- t May 2S,

ried below, and at the moment when the Alliance i"»'

felt obliged to strike, a light breeze gave her an advantage,

and, pouring a broadside into her antagonists, she compelled

both the English vessels to haul down their colors. The prizes

were the Aialanta, one hundred and thirty men, and the Tre-

passy. eighty men.

On the twenty-second of June, 1781, the Confederacy, Cap-

tain Harding, was captured by a large English vessel, while

convoying some merchantmen from the West Indies. At

about the same time, the Trumbull, Captain Nicholson,* with

_-i fleet of twelve vessels

six thousand men, under Ro-

it is recorded on page 87.

.ore, Maryland, on the sixth of July,

. Doy, and at the age of fourteen years was

sixteen was commander. After many ad

.n the Chesapeake in October, 1775. The fol-

iated a lieutenant in the United States Navy, and

American flag in Maryland. He was a very active

'ar. He brought the first news of peace with Great

f March, 1783. Continuing in service, he was one of

ppointed under the act of 1793, but he declined the

ranee with Monroe, and was the bearer of the Anier-

al Convention. He entered Iht, French service in com-

ates. He resigned his French commission in 1802, and

i again entered the naval service of the United States in

.bed himself during the war that ensued. He died of a

tsbnrgh, Pennsylvania on the first of December, 1818, at

^

convoy of twenty-eight sail, left the Delaware, and was soon

.'terward captured by the 7r/st and General Monk, at the close •

' a severe night battle, fought with a large part of the crew
J

nglish prisoners) insubordinate. The whole action was car-
'

id on by about forty men. On the sixth of September, a pr;

ci cruiser, called the Congress, twenty guns, while eastward

('Charleston, captured the British sloopof-war Savage, six"---

, guns, after a combat of an hour. The Savage was recap-

d by an English frigate, and taken into Charleston. These '^

; the principal naval operations in 1781, not already men- .

'd elsewhere. /]

rly in 1782, the Deane, thirty-two guns, Captain Samuel;

-)lson, went on a successful cruise, and among her many
1 were three slet)ps of war, with an aggregate of forty-

•tns. During this year. Captain Barry, «ith the Alliance, .^

lively employed, but does not appear to have had any

•able engagements resulting in prizes. There were now
o frigates left in the American marine, the Alliance and

ve. The command of the latter was given to Captain

.aniey. That gallant officer, who may be considered as

oneer in the naval warfare of the colonists, cruised

the West Indies, and, in the autumn of 1782, closed the

- maritime operations of the United States by a suc-

escape, after a long chase, from a vastly superior force,

'ernraent vessels had very little employment after this,

news of peace came early in 1783.

;Cord of maritime operations under the auspices of the

!h1 colonies, and on private account during the war, would
-olume.f In the foregoing rapid sketch of the naval war->
of the colonists, I have given only an outline of those of

government cruisers, sufficient, however, for the reader to

m a general estimate of the value of the service of our little

arine during the struggle. The naval operations upon Lake

" James Nicholson was born on the eastern shore of Maryland in 1737. He
was in the naval engagement at the siege of Havana in 1762. He entered tlie

naval service of his country in a Maryland vessel in 177.5; in 1776 he was ap-

poiiUed a captain by Congress, and, on the dismissal of Hopkins, he became

the smior oflicer in the navy. After his capture by the Iris and M<mk, he

was taken to England, and was not exchanged until the close oftlie war. He
never n--nt to sea again, but settled in New York, where he held a civil ap-

pointment under the general government. He died September 2, 1804, leav-

ing three daughters, one of wliom married the late Albert Gallatin.

f The Iris was formerly the United States ship Hancock, thirty-two guns,

captured by the Rninftow, and now in the British service under another name.

The Hancock was one of the heaviest ships built by order of Congress, while

the Trumbull was one of the smallest.

J It is asserted by good authority that the number of vessels captured by

American cruisers during the war was eight hundred and three, and that the

value of merchandise obtained amounted to over eleven millions of dollars.

The British vessels in the West India trade suflered terribly from our pri-

vateers. Chnke, i:\hia Naval Histori/ (i.,61), ssiys, that of a fleet of sixty ves-

sels from Ireland for the West Indies, thirty five were captured by American

privateers. Our cruisers almost destroyed the British trade witli Africa. Al

the beginning of the war, two hundred ships were employed in that trade; at

the close of 1777 only forty vessels were thus employed.
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Champlain in 177G, have been narrated in the tirst volume. I

will close the sketch by an account of a brilliaiit exploit of the

Hijder Ally, titted out by the State of Pennsylvania. She was

armed with sixteen six-pounders, provided with a crew of one

hundred and ten men, and put in command of Lieutenant

Joshua Barney.* The chief duty assigned to the Hijdcr Ally,

was the expulsion of privateers from the Delaware. On the

eighth of April, a the Hyder Ally and a large convoy of

merchantmen, were anchored off Cape May, when two

ships and a brig approached. The merchantmen tied up the

Delaware, covered in their retreat by the Hyder Ally. An
action speedily ensued between the Hyder Ally and one of the

vessels, which proved to be the sloopofvvar General Monk,

eighteen guns (an American cruiser formerlyt), Captain Rogers.

In attempting to luff athwart the hawse of the enemy, the

Hyder Ally ran foul, and in this position, within pistol shot, the

two vessels fought desperately for half an hour, when the

Monk struck her colors. Cooper, in his Naval History (i., 237),

says, "This action has been justly deemed one of the most

brilliant that ever occurred under the American flag. It was

fought in the presence of a vastly superior force that was not

engaged, and the ship taken was in every essential respect

superior to her conqueror." Both vessels arrived at Philadel-

phia a few hours after the action, bearing their respective dead.

The old name was restored to the prize, and Barney made a

cruise in her to the West Indies.

Cooper (i., 247) gives the following list of the United States

cruisers in service during the war, with the fate of each:

Alliance, thirty-two guns, sold after the peace and converted

into an Indiaman. A portion of her wreck is still visible near

Philadelphia. Deane (Hague), thirty-two guns, taken by a Brit-

ish squadron near the Capes of the Chesapeake, before getting

to sea, 1778. Confederacy, thirty-two guns, taken by a ship-of-

the-line off' the Capes of Virginia, June 22, 1761. Hancock, thirty-

two guns, taken in 1777 by the Rainbow, forty guns, and Victor,

sixteen guns. Flora, thirty-two guns, retook her prize. Ran-

dolph, thirty -two guns, blown up in action with the Yarmouth,

sixty-four guns, in 1778. Raltigh, thirty-two guns, taken by
the Ezperime7it, tifty guns, and Unicorn, twenty-two guns, 1778.

Washington, thirty-two guns, destroyed in the Delaware by the

British army, 1778, without getting to sea. Warren, XhXrXy two

guns, burned in the Penobscot in 1779, to prevent her falling

into the enemy's hands. Queen of France, twenty-eight guns,

and Providence, twenty eight guns, captured at Charleston,

1760. Trumbull, twenty-eight guns, taken by the iris, thirty-

two guns, and General Monk, eighteen guns, 1781. Effingham,

twenty-eight guns, burned by the enemy in the Delaware, 1778,

without getting to sea. Congress, twenty-eight guns, and

Montgomery, twenty-four guns, destroyed in the Hudson. 1777,

to prevent their falling into the enemy's hands, without getting

to sea. Alfred, twenty-four guns, captured by the Ariadne and

Ceres in 1778. Columbus, twenty guns. Delaicare, twenty-foirr

guns, captured by the British army in the Delaware in 1777.

Boston, twenty four guns, captured at Charleston in 1760.

Hampden, fourteen guns. Reprisal, sixteen guns, foundered

at sea, 1778. Lexington, fourteen guns, taken by the British

cutter Alert, in the channel, 1778. Aiidrea Doria, fourteen guns,

burned in the Delaware, 1777, to prevent her falling into the

enemy's hands. Cabot, sixteen guns, driven ashore by the

Milford, thirty-two guns, in 1777, and abandoned. Ranger,

eighteen guns, captured at Charleston by the British army,

1780. Saratoga, sixteen guns, lost at sea in 1780 ; never heard

of. Diligent, fourteen guns, burned in the Penobscot, 1778.

Gates, fourteen guns. Hornet, ten guns. Surprise, ten guns,

seized by the French government in 1777. Revenge, ten guns,

sold in 1780. Providence, twelve guns, taken in the Penobscot

in 1779. Sachem, ten guns ; Wasp, eight guns ; Indepe.rtdence,

ten guns ; Dolphin, ten guns, supposed to have been destroyed

in the Delaware by the enemy, or by the Americans to prevent

their falling into the enemy's hands. To these must be added

the following: Bonhomme Richard, forty guns, sunk after her

action with the Serapis, forty-four guns, in 1779. Pallas, thirty-

two guns ; Vengeance, twelve guns ; Cerf, eighteen guns, left

* Barney never held a commission of captain from Congress during tlie

war, but such was liis commission from Pennsylvania when he took command
of llie Hydtr Ally.

f This vessel was formerly the American ship Genrge Washingt'tn, cap-

tured by Adinir.al Arbuthnot, and placed in the king's service under a new

name. She carried twenty nine-pounders, and had a crew of one hundred

and Uiirty six men

the service when the cruise with the Richard was ended. Arid,

twenty guns, borrowed by the American commissioners from

the King of France, and supposed to have been returned.

There were several more small cruisers, mounting from four

to ten guns ; and it is believed that, like the privateers, the most

of them fell into the hands of more powerful and numerous

foes. The Due de Lauzun, the Luzerne, and the Washington,

may not be classed among the cruisers. Mr. Cooper says, in

conclusion :
" It remains only to say that the navy of the Rev-

olution, like its army, was disbanded at the termination of the

struggle, literally leaving nothing behind it but the recollections

of its services and sufferings."

Whale BOAT Warfare.

Cupidity is often more powerful in its influence than pati'i-

otism; Every where these influences were antagonistic when
the war of the Revolution broke out. Nonimportation agree-

ments and the derangements of commerce made the country

barren of many luxuries. When the British were firmly seat-

ed in New York, and upon Long and Staten Islands, they tempt-

ed the Americans with the gains to be derived from bartering

soil products for the flnery of European looms and work-shops.

A brisk business was soon established upon this basis of ex-

change, and " London trading" as the operation was called,

assumed a dangerous form, for it became a vehicle for the sup-

ply of the British army and navy here with the necessaries ol

life. From almost every inlet from New London to Shrews-

bury, light boats, freighted with provisions, darted across to the

islands, or to British vessels anchored in the channels. These

boats, similar to those used by whalers, were about thirty feet

in length, sharp and light, equipped with from four to twenty

oars, and well calculated for speed and silence. The trade be-

came so profitable, that honest supplies did not meet the de-

mand, and many of these whale-boatmen became marauders.

They plundered from friend and foe, and both parties had

their representatives among them. Like the Cowboys and

Skimiers, they frequently coalesced. Property was seized un-

der legal sanction, confiscated, and the proceeds were divided

among them. So expert and successful were these boatmen,

that the same vessels were finally used for purposes purely

military, and the Bay of New York, and Long Island Sound,

were the scenes of many stirring adventures connected with

their warfare. Sometimes they were employed by compe
tent authoritj' ; at other times they were privateers on a small

scale.

The first small-boat expedition of consequence was the one

mentioned on page .328, volume i., when Lord Stirling and some
associates went in four boats and captured the British trans-

port Blue Mountain Valley, lying off Sandy Hook.l)
i, j,.,,,. 23,

For this exploit they received the thanks of Congress. ""5-

On the arrival of the British the following summer. Captains

Adam Hyler and Marriner, of New Brunswick, New Jer-

sey, annoyed them so much, that an armed force was sent to

destroy their boats. New boats were immediately built, and

then these bold men commenced a regular system of hostility.

They cruised between Egg Harbor and Staten Island, and

every Tory fisherman was compelled to pay them enormous
tribute. Hyler captured several small British vessels, and

often made unwelcome visits to Tories on Long Island. He
carried off a Hessian major one night from Gowanus ; sur-

prised and took a sergeant's guard from Canarsie, and also car-

ried off' Colonel Lott and his negroes from Flatlands, with, as

they supposed, two bags of guineas. The colonel was taken to

New Brunswick, where Hyler, on opening the bags, discovered

the contents to be half pennies, belonging to the church at

Flatlands. Hyler afterward, with two armed boats, captured

a British corvette in Cony Island Bay. They went softly along

side in the night, boarded her, and secured every man without

firing a shot. Placing their prisoners in their boats, they set

fire to the vessel, in which, unknown to Captain Hyler, were

forty thousand dollars in gold. After Lippincott, the refugee,

had murdered Huddy (see page Gfifi) in 1782, Hyler resolved

to seize him. With his men, equipped like a man-of-war press

gang, he landed at Whitehall at nine in the evening, and pro-

ceeded to Lippincott's house in Broad Street. The Tory was

absent, and Hyler's purpose was defeated. Leaving White-

hall, he boarded a sloop laden with forty hogsheads of rum, off

the Battery, secured the crew, landed her cargo at Elizabeih-

town, and then burned her. In some of these exploits Mar-

riner accompanied Hyler, and their names became a terror to
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the Tories. Marriner was a prisoner for some time under

Major Sherbrook, on Long Island, and for the unkindness of

that officer, Marriner, after his exchange, seized him one tine

summer's night, and took him to New Brunswick. Marriner

( also seized Simon Cortelyou, at his house below Fort Hamil-

ton (see page 804), and took him, with a silver tankard and

other valuables, to New Brunswick. Cortelyou was released,

but the silver was never returned. These operations kept the

Loyalists in continual fear, and so numerous and bold became

the Connecticut whale-boatmen, that no vessels were consid-

ered safe in the Sound unless well armed.

The capture of General Prescott, on Rhode Island, by Col-

onel Barton (see page 75), belongs to the same kind of ex-

ploits ; and the expeditions of Tallmadge, mentioned on pages

S33, 834, might properly be classed in the same category. A
few weeks previous to the capture of Prescott, General Par-

sons, then stationed near New Haven, sent a detachment, un-

der Colonel Meigs, to destroy British stores collected at Sag

Harbor, a port on the south fork of Eastern Long Island, be-

tween Great Peconic and Gardiner's Bays. Meigs crossed the

Sound from Guilford, with one hundred and seventy men
in whale-boats, on the fourth of May, 1777, having two armed

sloops in company. They arrived at Southold at six o'clock

in the evening, and carried their boats almost eight miles that

night. They laid concealed in the forest the next day, and at

evening proceeded to the eastern portion of Peconic Bay,

where they reerabarked. When within four miles of Sag

Harbor, Meigs concealed his boats in the woods, and with one

hundred and thirty men marched to attack the British guard

aMay6, at two o'clock in the morning. a The alarm soon
'"'• spread, and a schooner, armed with twelve cannons,

opened a fire upon the patriots. It was returned with spirit,

and, at the same time, the vessels in the harbor were set ou

fire. The Americans killed or captured the whole British force,

destroyed all the shipping (twelve brigs and sloops), a hundred

tons of hay, a quantity of rum, and other stores and merchan-

dise. Colonel Meigs, with ninety prisoners, arrived at Guil-

ford at two o'clock the next day, witliout the loss of a man.

b July 25, Fo'' "lis brilliant exploit Congress thanked hini,b and
1777. gave him an elegant sword.

Retaliation followed the enterprise of Meigs, and the people,

on island and main, sutfered much. At length nine Tories

crossed the Sound in a whale-boat, from Lloyd's Neck, on a

dark night in May, to the Fairfield county coast, where Gen-

eral Silliman was fitationed at his own house. One of the To-

ries was a carpenter who had been employed by the general,

and knew the premises well. Leaving one to guard the boat,

eight proceeded to arrest the general. They forced an en-

trance into his house at midnight, seized him and his son, and

hurrying them to the boat, crossed the Sound and placed them

in the hands of Simcoe, at Oyster Bay. From thence they

fzii't-^^^l

were taken to New York, and afterward to Flatbush, on Long

Island, where they remained until exchanged six months aft-

erward.

The Americans possessed no British prisoner of equal rank

with Silliman to otfer in exchange, but they soon procured

one.* At Fort Neck (South Oyster Bay), on the south side of

* Tlie folliiwins tariff fur the excliangf of prisoners was agreed upon by

Major general Pliillips and a committee of American officers, prisoners of

war at New Yorli in December, 1779: A sfi-feaiil, was reckoned equal to

two privates ; a second sergeant or ensign, four ; Jirst lieitlenaril, six ; cap-

taiit sixteen; mdj'jr, twenty-eight ; lieutenant colunel, sevenly-lvro ; colonel^

one hundred; brigadier general, two hundred ;
major general, three hund-

red and seventy two; lieutenant general,!), thousand and forty-four; adju-

tant and quarter-master, six ;
surgeon, six; surgeon's male, four; surgeons

of hospitals, sixteen; depiuies and assistants, six. All others of the staff ac-

cording to the rank they held in tlie line. Another arrangement was con

eluded'! based upon one made in Flanders between General Conway and the

Marquis De Barrail, by which the money price of ransom was agreed to, as

well as their relative importance, privates being one. According to that, a

commander in-chief was rated at twenty thousand florins (about eight tliou

aaiid dollars), and equal to five thousand men. A major genera] waa rated

Jones's Mansion."

Long Island, lived the Honorable Tliomas Jones, a Justice of

the Supreme Court of New York, and a Loyalist in high re-

pute. He was selected as the victim. On the evening of the

fourth of November, 1779, twenty -five volunteers, under Cap-

tains Hawley, Lockwood, and Jones, crossed the Sound from

Newfield (now Bridgeport) to ,Stony Brook, near Smithtown,

and marched directly toward the house of Judge Jones. They
remained conceal-

ed in the woods
one day, and the

following night, at

nine in the even-

ing, were before

the stately man-
sion. The judge

was entertaining an

evening party, and

the young people

were engaged in

dancing when the

assailants knocked

at the door. Their

summons received no reply, and Captain Hawley broke open

the door, seized Judge Jones and a young man named Hew-
lett, whom they found standing in the passage, and hurried

them oft" before an alarm could be given. They laid concealed

in the woods the next day, and the following evening prison-

ers and captors arrived safely at Fairfield, except six of the

patriots, who, loitering behind, were captured by pursuers.1

Judge Jones was kindly entertained at the house of General

Silliman, by his lady, until removed to Middletown. The fol-

lowing May (1780) he was exchanged for General Silliman, and
Mr. Hewlett for the general's son.

During 1780 and 1781 the whale-boat warfare was pursued
along the shores of Long Island Sound with much violence,

and as both parties were engaged in plundering and smuggling,

the peaceful inhabitants suttered terribly. Murders became
frequent, and the Tories were stimulated to the commission
of acts of violence by the Board of Associated Loyalists, at

Lloyd's Neck. When that association was dissolved and its

influence had passed away, sanguinary scenes were less fre-

quent, and in 1782 only occasionally an unprincipled freeboot-

er was found engaged in the business of a marauder. Many
stirring adventures, as well as tales of woe connected with

this warfare, are recorded, but we can not afi'ord space for

their rehearsal here. The curious reader will find full details

in Onderdonk's Revolutionary IncicLaits of Long Island, vol-

ume 1., pages 170-234 inclusive.

at one thousand florins (about four hundred dollars), and equal to three bund '

red and seventy five men. Other officers in proportion.

» This fine old mansion was the residence of D. R. Floyd Jones, Esq.,

when I visited it in 1851, and made the above sketch. It is a frame building,

and stands about three fourths of a mile from the water. J udge Jones called

it Tryon Hall, in honor of Sir William Tryon. Over a door, opposite the

main entrance, hang a pair of noble antlers, presented to the judge by Sir

William Johnson. They doubtless once belonged to a buck in the Mohawk
Valley. The large landed estate has remained in entail until the death of the

late Thomas Floyd Jones, Esq., in August. 1851. it having been in possession

of the family more than a century

and a half. The ori

a substantial brick

ltJ95, where it rem

nal< built

use there in

d until 18.37,

when it was removed. Many tales

are recited of that haunted house;

among others, that after the death of

the original owner, strange noises

were heard there, and that a small cir

cular window, seen in the gable, could

never be closed. Sashes, boards, and

even bricks and mortar placed in it,

were instantly removed by an invisi

ble power, equal to that of the rap

ping spirits of our day I The sketch here pven is from one done m pencil

by William S. Mount, the eminent painter, when quite a lad. It is in the

possession of H. F Jones, Esq., whose residence is a little eastward oC^'Try
on Hall." The place is called Fort Neck, because remains of old Indian

forts have always J^aen visible there. Many arrow and spear heads have
been found in the neighborhood. '.

.

t The names of the six captive.s were George Lyman, James Ambler, John
Wall, Charles German, Ebenezer Chichester, and Henry Chichester. Mr
Ambler died in Huntington, Vermont, in June, 1838; Wall died in Jackson,
Michigan, on the twenty ninth of March, 1849; and Henry Chichester died

at Norwalk, Connecticut, in 1850.

Ancient House.
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II.

Diplomacy.

The Diplomacy of the United States during the war for In-

dependence 13 an interesting and instructive study, not be-

cause of any very brilliant achievements by diplomatic art, but

because of the solid judgment and almost prophetic forecast

displayed by those in the National Council who conceived and

arranged the complicated plan, and those who were inti'usted

with its execution. It must be remembered that the American

statesmen who represented the revolted colonies had no beat-

en track to follow, no traditionary canons to guide them.

Their position was a new one, hitherto unknown in the history

of nations ; and when the American representatives approach-

ed those of the hoary dynasties of Europe, the fresh, free, vig-

orous principles of genuine Republicanism, unmixed with the

conventionalities and maxims of courts, were brought into con-

tact with the opinions and stately traditions of buried centuries.

The task of the American diplomatist was consequently a dif-

ficult, though simple one, and he was compelled to be a polit-

ical inventor with scarcely an available model for a design.

It is known that the Congress of 1774 did not contemplate

a separation from the parent state, and had no foreign rela-

tions to care for ; but when, before the opening of the second

Congress in May, 1775, hostilities had actually commenced in

New England, and the alternative offered was slavery or war,

the representatives of the people organized an army, appointed

a commander-in-chief, and soon began to reflect upon the in-

fluence of the opinions of foreign nations. These thoughts at

length found public expression, when, on the twenty-ninth of

November, 1775, Congress appointed Benjamin Harrison, Dr.

Franklin, Thomas Johnson (the member who nominated Wash-

ington for commander-in-chief), John Dickenson, and John Jay,

a committee for the purpose of carrying on foreign correspond-

ence, through friends

of America in Eu-

rope, and endeavor to

ascertain the views of

foreign governments

respecting American

aflairs. This commit-

tee, though changed

in persons, conducted

all the foreign corre-

spondence of the Uni-

ted States until 1781,

when a " Department

of Foreign Aftairs"

was established. On
the seventeenth of

April, 1777, Congress

changed the name of

the " Committee of

Secret Correspond-

ence" to " Commit-
tee of Foreign Af-

fairs," and, at the

same time, appointed

*Tbos. Paine

was bom at

Thetford, En-

gland, in 1737

He was taught

the business ofa

stay-maker, but

his active mind

could not brook

simple corpore-

al employment,

^nd betook part

n public affairs.

He became ac-

quainted with

Doctor Frank-

in in England,

and, by the ad-

vice of that

statesman, he

came to Amer
ica in 1774.

Here he com-

menced the use

of his pen in

favor of the in

r^M^

Thomas Paine, the author of the influential papers called "The
Crisis," secretary to the committee, with a salary of seventy
dollars a month. It was a position of great trust and respon-

sibility, and Paine appears to have conducted the business sat-

isfactorily until he engaged in a quarrel with Silas Deane, and
imprudently revealed state secrets.

In March, 1776, Congress appointed Silas Deane, of Con-
necticut, a commercial and political agent of the United States

to the French court, with instructions to make the wants of

the Americans ofticially known to the Count De Vergennes, the

French Minister for Foreign Affairs, and to assure his govern-

ment of the .strong desire of the United States, struggling to

be free, to cultivate friendly relations. Deane was also in-

structed to elicit the views of the French court respecting an
alliance with the colonies, should they declare themselves in-

dependent of Great Britain. Arthur Lee, who had been for

some time in London, in secret correspondence with members
of Congress, and especially with the Secret Committee, was
approached by Carron De Beaumarchais, a special agent of the
French government, almost simultaneously with the appoint-
ment of Deane. Beaumarchais informed Lee that the king de-

sired to send two hundred thousand Louis d'ors, in arms, am-
munition, and specie, in a secret manner to the Americans. It

was agreed that the remittance should be made by way of
Cape Francois, in the fictitious name of Hortales, and all the

arrangements generally which Deane and his associates after-

ward carried out were planned as early as April, 1776. To
give the transaction a mercantile complexion, a small quantity
of tobacco was to be sent back in return. After Beaumarchais
returned to Paris, he and Lee corresponded, partly in cipher,

the former as Fodertque Horiales &, Co., and the latter in the

name of Mary Johnson. This arrangement was submitted to

the king on the second of May. The king was pleased, and
immediately directed the royal treasurer to hold a million of

livres subject to the particular order of Vergennes, the Minister

for Foreign Affairs. All the writing in the matter wag done

by a son of Vergennes, a lad of fifteen, and the whole transac-

tion was kept a profound secret. Deane arrived in Paris in

July, and his interview with Vergennes was mutually satis-

factory. The French court had perceived a good opportunity

to damage England, and had resolved to improve it. It did

not desire war with her, and so Bourbon duplicity was em-
ployed to its fullest extent. The appointment of Deane ap-

pears to have been known in London before his arrival in Eu-

rope, and Lord Stormont, the British minister in Paris, watched
his movements with the keen eye of suspicion. Other spies

were there, and Vergennes took the earliest opportunity to cau-

tion Deane concerning them, and advised him to be exceeding-

ly circumspect in all his words and actions.

In August, Deane ratified the unofficial arrangements of Lea
with the French government, by which, under the mask of

commercial business, it was to supply the Americans with all

they needed without any erpectatinn ofpayment then-for. Beau-

marchais immediately addressed a letter to the Secret Com-
mittee of Congress, in the name of Roderigiie Hnrtales ff Co.,

which, disguised in commercial phrases, expressed the senti-

ments of the French court He informed them that his house

had been established for the sole purpose of furnishing the

Americans with every thing needful—" even gold for the pay-

ment of troops." In another letter, he intimated that the King

of Spain was friendly to the .Americans, and it was upon this

hint that Congress soon afterward appointed a commissioner

to the Spanish court. In all these expressions of good-will,

dependence of the colonies, and bis " Cri.i

duced a powerful impression. He was ap

"Committee of Foreign Aflairs." This ofi

but continued the labor of his pen in the cau

ited England, where he produced his '• Rrglit

and taking part in the Ilevolution then prog

" and " Common Sen-^e" pro

Mnted the first secretary of the

e he resigned in January, 1779,

• of liberty. In 17!10 Paine vis

of Man." He went to France,

s.-sing, he obtained a seat in the

National Assembly. He offended the Ja

near being guillotined. It was at this per

erable portion of his " Age of Reason."

He died at a house in Grove Street. New
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and the promises of aid, Eeaumarchais was the mouthpiece
of the French court, and to hira, its secret agent, the one million

of hvres, or about one hundred and eighty-five thousand dol-

lars, was given from the French treasury, to be sent to the

Americans as " gratuitous assistance from the free generosity

of the king." The sequel was vexatious.

When the resolution declaring the colonies independent
was fairly before Congress, the attention of that body was turn-

ed to the subject of foreign alliances. Opinions were more
various upon this topic than that of independence, many re-

garding it with favor, others with doubt, and some with the

most decided aversion. " A virgin state should possess the

a March-, virgin character," wrote Dr. Franklin to Arthur Lee,a
1777. "and not go about suitoring for alliances, but wait

with decent dignity for the application of others." This was
his opinion from the beginning, and those of like views thought

it more dignified to carry on the war to a close and establish

independence without foreign aid, and then let the commercial

advantages which alliances with the new state must offer to

the European governments, make them the suitors. Others

feared that alliances would entangle the states in European

politics, and make them parties, perhaps, to European wars.

But John Adams and a majority of Congress viewed the matter

differently, and counseled the adoption of measures for secur-

ing as early as possible the friendship, material aid, and, if

practicable, a political alliance with France, Spain, and Hol-

land, in particular. Acting upon this opinion of the majority,

Congress, on the twelfth of June, 1776, appointed John Dick-

enson, Dr. Franklin, John Adams, Benjamin Harrison, and Rob-

ert Morris a com'..iittee "to prepare a plan of treaties to be

proposed to foreign powers.* Richard Henry Lee and James
Wilson were added to that committee in August, and on the

seventeenth of September, Congress adopted a plan and ap-

pointed Dr.Franklin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee commission-

SlGNATURES OF THE COMMISSIONERS.!

ers to proceed to France to negotiate a treaty of commerce,
and attempt to gain a recognition of the Independence of the

United States. They were instructed to ask for twenty or

thirty thousand muskets and bayonets, and a large supply of

ammunition and field-pieces, to be sent under a French con-

voy, not as gratuitous aid, but to be paid for by the United

States, the latter agreeing not to assist Great Britain in the

event of a war ensuing between France and that country as a

ccnsequsnce cf such material aid. Thej were to insist, also,

that in the event of war, France should make no demonstra-

tions against English territory on the continent of America,

and that the trade of any other colony of Great Britain which

might fall into the hands of the French, should be entirely

free to the United States. A few weeks afterward, the com-
missioners received instructions to procure from the court of

France, either by purchase or loan, eight lineof-battle ships, of

sixty four and seventy-four guns, well manned and equipped.

Deane was already in Paris, and Lee was in London. The
commissioners met on the twenty-second of Decem-
ber,b and on the twenty-eighth they had their first au.

dience with the Count De Vergennes. They were politely re-

' Jiurnals nj Cnnfress, ii., l'J8.

t These I copied from a manuscript le'ter from the commissioners to John

Paul Jones, Jated at •' Passy, near Paris [the residence of Dr. Franklin],

December 17. 1777 "

Vergennes.'

^a^. l-us^^-

ceived, and copies of their papers were sent to D'Aranda, the

Spanish embassador at

Paris. About a fortnight

c Jan. 13, afterward,^ Mr.
l'^'- Gerard, secre-

tary to the Council of

State, read to the com-
missioners a paper sign-

ed by the king himself,

in which, while he ex-

pressed great sympathy
for the Americans, he
refused openly to give

them material aid or ac-

knowledge their inde-

pendence. He secretly

made them a donation

from the royal excheq-

uer of about three hund-

red and seventy thousand dollars, and permitted the commis
sioners to purchase such public supplies as they pleased, on

private account. All this was done under the ad\ice of Ver-

gennes, and of Turgot, the controller-general of France. Cau-

tion marked their movements, for they were unwilling to cast

down the gauntlet to England until assured of the real strength

of the revolted colonies, and the utter improbability of theii

reconciliation with the mother country.

Disasters befell the arms of the United States during the au-

tumn of 1776, and Congress looked anxiously toward Eu-
rope for aid in the struggle. Commissioners to for- j pec. 30,

eign courts were appointed."! William Lee was '"*>•

sent to Prussia

and Austria
;

Ralph Izard to

the Grand
Duchy of

Tuscany

;

and Arthur Lee (when Dr. Franklin declined the oflice) to

Spain. The commissioners at the French court were in-

structed to of
fer France the ,. .

aid of the Uni-

ted States in

the conquest

ofthe West In-

dies, and like

aid was offer-

ed to Spain in

the subjuga-

tion of Portu-

gal. Nothing

of importance

was effected,

and France

alone aided the

United States dur-

ing 1777,f through

the agency of Beau-

marchais, in the

name of Roderigne

Hnrtales&fCo., while

at the same time,

the king was giving the British embassador assurances that

government had no sjgency in the matter.

* Charles Gravier, Count De Vergennes. was born at Dijon, France, on

the twenty-eighth of December, 1717 His first diplomatic service was that

of attache to Charigny, while on missions to Lisbon and Frankfort. In 1750

he was appointed minister to the Electoral court of Trier. In 17.W he was

sent to Constantinople f >r the express purpose of exciting a war between the

Porte and Russia. He was afterward minister to Sweden, and when Louis

XVI. ascended the throne in 1774, he was called to the cabinet as minister

for foreign affairs, ana the king's confidential adviser. He remained in that

oflice until his death, which occurred on the thirteenth of February, 1787.

t Arthur Lee went to Berlin during the summer of 1777, and unofficially

made overtures to the Prussian government. The court wo-jld not listen, be

cause a promise had been made to Great Britain not to interfere in the quar

reL While there, Lee had his papers stolen from his room. The theft was

traced to the British minister, who, perceiving the police on the alert, caused

them to be returned to Lee's apartment unopened. The king was so in

censed, that when the British embassador called to make an explanation, he

reliised him audience.

% Louis was born on the twenty-third of March, I7.'i4, and in 1770 married

LOUIS XVLJ
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At the close of 1777 the future of the straggling colonies

grew brighter in both hemispheres. The surrender of Bur-

goyne with his whole army, to the unaided Americans, gave

the world assurance of innate strength in the new-born nation,

and the character of the rebellion assumed the more dignified

aspect of a successful revolution. The assurances that a rec-

onciliation between Great Britain and her colonies would
speedily take place, industriously circulated in diplomatic cir-

cles by English emissaries, were now regarded as fictions, for

not only the voice of the American Congress, but the known
acts of the people, emphatic-ally declared their intention to

maintain their independence.* The commissioners embraced
this propi'ious moment to press with earnestness their suit

with France and Spain. They were successful, and on the

- .. seventeenth of December,^ Mr. Gerard informed them

that the king had determined to acknowledge the inde-

pendence of the United States, and to form an honorable alli-

ance with them. Treaties to this efiect were signed on the

sixth of February following,!' on the part of France by

Conrad Alexandre Gerard, and of the United States by

Benjamin Franklin, Silas

Deane, and Arthur Lee.t

The terms of these treat-

ies were honorable to

both parties, and the

United States then as-

sumed that dignified re-

'ation to foreign powers
which they have ever

maintained.

At the beginning of

his mission. Dr. Franklin

was put in communica-
tion with the French

government, on the sub-

ject of supplies, through

Dr. Dubourg. That gen-

tleman warned the com-
missioners to beware of

Beaumarchais, who was
a man of pleasure, and

an adventurer. Circum-

stances afterward justi-

fied this warning. When,
toward the close of 1778,

Beaumarchnls perceiv-

ed the tendency of tlie

French government to-

ward an undisguised al-

liance with the United

States, he also perceived

that the business oper-

ations of Roderique Hor-

tales (f Co. must close.

Dr. Franklin.J

Maria J>ntoinpt<", of Austria. On tlie death of his gramlfather, he ascended

tlie throne of France in i774, at the age of twenty years. The Connt De
Vergennes was made his minister for foreign affairs ; Turgot of the finances;

Maleslierbes hecame a connselor of state ; Sartine directed marine affairs;

and the old Count Maurepas was made his prime minister. At the close of

oor war with Great Britain, a revolutionary spirit was in powerful, though

suppressed, operation in France. It broke out in 17S9, when the Bastile was

destroyed, and the authority of the king defied. Soon the reign of terror be-

gan, and during that bloody era, the king and queen, and a Tast number of

nobles, were beheaded. Louis was amiable in private life, and, no doubt, was

sinierely desirous ofsecuring the welfire of his people. He was a weak man,

and entirely unfitted to brave the storm which swept over his unhappy coun-

t ry.

' On the twenty-second of November, 1777, Congress instructed its repn

jientatives abroad to declare that no rec

sistent with the independence of the CO

f The King of Spain refused to enter

letter of Louis to him on this occasion, i

work. The reader is invited to peruse

ord of the movements of the French go

duplicity.

^ This is from an excellent medallii

with Great Britain, incon-

•ild take place,

liance. The ertMOrdinarj'

n page R7, volume i., of this

ction with our present rec.

in the path of consummate

the ;d clav

He had power to fill his own purse to repletion, and he used

it. He sent an agent to America to demand from Congress

full payment for all supplies shipped to the Secret Committee
by Hortalcs f,- Co., in the Amphilritr.. Mercury, »nd Seine. Thi!

amount claimed was about seven hundred and thirty thousand

dollars. The agent brought a letter from Silas Pepr.e, intima-

ting that the claim was just.* Congress was perplexed. Their

commissioners had given the Secret Committee frequent as-

surances that no return would be required for those supplies.

Their treasury was scantily supplied, and the Continental bills

were rapidly depreciating. At length Congress paid the agent

of Beaumarchais twenty thousand dollars, and promised the

remainder at a future day.c Franklin and Lee c March 23,

heard of this unjust claim in time to address a let-
"'**•

ter to the Secret Committee, and send it with the treaties of

alliance and commerce. They advised Congress to allow fur-

ther settlements to be made liy the commissioners themselves.

Nothing was done in the matter for several months, when the

commissioners asked the French government for information

on the subject. The king coolly denied all knowledge of the

house of Rodrriqne Hortales ff Co., and that any government

aid to the Americans had been allowed. He asserted that

Beaumarchais had been allowed to take supplies from the pub-

lic arsenals, but on condition that they were to be replaced.

These falsehoods were intended for the ears of the British

ministry, to conceal falsehoods previously uttered with all the

gravity of royal faith ! Congress dare not attempt either an

explanation or defense, for fear of offending his "most Christian

majesty;" and, rather than compromise French honor, the Se-

cret Committee made drafts on the commissioners at Paris, in

favor of Beaumarchais, for almost four hundred thousand dol-

lars. These were ultimately paid. According to Beaumar-

chais's account, a balance was yet due him, and he continued

to press the payment until 1794, when it was discovered, for

the first time, that he had received from the now decapitated

king the million oflivres given for the Americans in 1776. This

sum, with the interest, was properly charged to him, and the

balance was paid from the treasury of the United States. And
yet his heirs were dissatisfied, and afterward actually applied

to Congress for more money.

The treaties between France and the United States were not

promulgated until March, J in order that the former ,

might recall its fishermen, withdraw its commerce, no-

tify its colonies, and prepare for war. This accomplished, the

French embassador

in London informed

the British ministry

of the fact, and at

about the same time

Doctor Franklin and

his associates were

openly presented at

court by Vergennes.

Mr. Gerard, who had

been an active partic-

ipator in the negoti-

ations, was appoint-

ed minister plenipo-

tentiary to the United

States, and in April

sailed in the Lan-

guedoc, D'Estaing'a

flag-ship, in compa
ny with Mr. Deane.

Fassy in 1777, when Dr. Franklin resided there. It is about half the size of

the original. A portrait of Franklin may be found among those of the signers

of the Declaration of I ndependence, in the frontispiece to the second volume

of this work.
* Congress became dissatisfied with Deane, and he was recalled in the

summer of 1778. His statements were not satisfactory, and because he was

censured, lie published an address, in which he boasted of having, without

funds, procured large supplies of military stores abroad for the use of the

United States, and otherwise lauded his own services. Paine, the secretary

for foreign affairs, replied to Deane, under the head of " Common Sen.se to

the public on Mr. Deane's affairs." Paine imprudently revealed some of the

secrets of the earlier transactions of Arthur Lee and Beaumarchais, which,

in the opinion of the French minister, compromised the honor of his king.

That minister demanded of Congress a disavowal of the statements of Paine.

To quarrel with France then would, perhaps, have been fatal to the inde-

pendence of the United States. Paine was dismissed from office (or, rather,

he resigned, to avoid the disgrace of dismissal), and Congress, by a formal res-

olution in .January, 1779, declared that the supplies sent by the French were

not presents, and that the king " did not preface his alliance with any supplies
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They arrived at Philadelphia early in July.a On the

thirteenth, a committee of Congress was appointed to

receive the French envoy. There being no traditionary rules

of etiquette suitable for the occasion, the ceremonials which
took place on the sixth of August were entirely new.* On the

twentyt'rst of October following, Dr. Franklin was appointed

by Congress minister plenipotentiary to the court of Versailles

(as the French government was styled)— the first appointment

of the kind by the United States.

War between France and England was the immediate con-

sequence of the promulgation of the treaties, and the United

States confidently expected the co-operation of Spain with her

French ally and friend. But Charles the Third aft'ected indig-

nation, because Louis had made so favorable a treaty, and re-

fused to join in any political or commercial alliance unless the

United States would relinquish all right to the navigation of

the Mississippi, and, indeed, to the whole country west of the

Alleghany Mountains. Doubtless the true cause of his coldness

toward the United States was his fear that a successful revo-

lution in North America might produce those similar results,

in his. own provinces in South America and Mexico, which
have since taken place. Charles, however, offered his medi-

ation between England and France. Great Britain affected to

listen favorably to the proposition, and, in the mean while, an

agent was sent from London to confer with Dr. Franklin upon
terms of reconciliation between the parent state and the col-

onies. A dissolution of the tie which bound the United States

and France was the paramount object to be gained by Great

Britain, and the French government observed the movement
with much uneasiness. The subject was brought before Con-

gress, and formed the staple of debate for a long time. No
satisfactory result was accomplished, and finally the British

government haughtily rejected the proposition of the United

States formally to acknowledge their independence as a basis

for reconciliation and peace. The offer of Charles of Spain to

mediate was also rejected, and in June, 1779, Spain joined

France and declared war against Great Britain. This event

gave the Americana much joy.

whatever sent to America." Tliis declaration gave entire vitality to tlie

claims of Beaiimarchais, and ont of tenderne.is for the honor of the king,

which was wrapped up in duplicitj' and falsehood, and for fear of ofiending an

ally of douhtful integrity. Congress stooped to deception, and paid a licentious

adventurer, employed by the French court, more than half a million of dol

lars for his own private l)enefit

* The following interesting account of the ceremonials on the occasion is

from Lyman's Dip^omiic.v
'i/"

t''« i'nind Sralet, \., fiT : "In pursuance of the

ceremonial established by Congress, the Honorable Richard Henry I.ee,

Esq., one ol the delegates from Virginia, and the Honomhle Samuel Adams,

Esq., one of the delegates from Massachusetts Bay.jn a coach and six pro-

vided by Congress, waited upon the minister at his house. In a few minutes

the minister and the two delegates entered the coach, Mr. Lee placing him-

self at the minister's left hand on the back seat, Mr. Adams occupying the

front seat ; the minister's chariot being behind, received his secretary. The
carriages being arrived at the State House in this city, the two members of

Congress, placing them.selves at the minister's left hand, a little before one

o'clock, introduced him to his chair in the Congress Chamber, the president

and Congress sitting. The minister being seated, he gave his credentials into

the hands of his secretary, who advanced and delivered them to the president.

The secretary of Congress then read and translated them ; which being done,

Mr. Lee announced the minister to the president and Congress ; at this time

the president, the Congress, and the minister rose together; ne bowed to the

president and the Congress—they bowed to him ; whereupon the whole seat-

ed themselves. In a moment the minister rose and made a speech to Con-

gress, they sitting. The speech being finished, the minister fat down, and

giving a copy of his speech to his secretary, he presented it to the president.

The president and the Congress then rose, and the president pronounced their

answer to the speech, the mini.ster standing. The answer being ended, the

whole were again seated, and the president giving a copy of the answer to the

secretary of Congress, he pre.sented it to the minister. The president, the

Congress, and the minister then again rose together: the minister bowed to

the president, who returned the salute, and then to the Congress, who also

bowed in return; and the minister having bowed to the presiden'. and re

oeived his bow, he withdrew, and was attended home in the same manner in

wnich he had been conducted to the audience. Within the bar of the House

the Congress formed a semicircle on each side of the president and the min-

ister: the president sitting at one extremity of the circle at a table upon a

platform elevated two .steps—the minister sitting at the opposite extremity

of the circle, in an arm chair upon the same level with the Congress. The

door of 'he Congress Chamber being thrown open below the bar, about two

hundred gentlemen were admitted to the audience, among whom were the

Vice-president of the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania, the Su-

preme Executive Council, the Speaker and members of the House of Assem-

bly, several foreigners of distinction, and officers of the army. The audience

being over, the Congress and the minister at a proper hour repaired to an en

tertainment given by the Congress to the minister, at which were present, by

mvitation, several foreigners of distinction and gentlemen of public character.

The entertainment was conducted with a decorum suited to the occasion,

and gave perfect satisfaction to the whole company "

John Jav.

b Nov., 1779.

On the twenty-sixth of September, 1779, Congress appointed

John Jay* full min-

ister to the cour\

of Madrid, to nego-

tiate treaties of am-

ity and commerce,
and to obtain loans

or subsidies. At

the same time, John
Adams, a rival can-

didate for the Span-

ish mission, was ap-

pointed minister to

the court of Great

Britain, to negotiate

a treaty of peace.

Mr. Jay sailed to-

ward the cose of

the year, but, being

driven to the West
Indies by a storm,

he did not reach

Cadiz until March
following. Spain not having acknowledged the independence
of the United States, at first refused to receive him as an

American minister, and he was for some time engaged with
Count Florida Blanca, the Spanish premier, in informal ne-

gotiations. In the mean while, M. Gerard was succeeded by
the Chevalier De Luzerne,t> who came invested

with more ample powers, as well as limited au-

thority from Spain to negotiate with the United States con-

cerning territories and boundaries in America. The Spanish
court coveted possession of all the territory west of the Al-

leghanies, and the exclusive navigation of the Mississippi.

Luzerne was instructed to procure a definite expression from
Congress on this subject- The matter was laid before Con-
gress, and on the seventeenth of September, 1780, a committee,
consisting of Messrs. Madison, Sullivan, and Duane, presented
an able document containing reasons for the claim of the
Americans to all the territory west of the AUeghanies which,
by the treaty of 1763, was conceded to Great Britain. Copies
of this paper were sent to the courts of France and Spain, and
formed the basis of negotiations. Mr. Jay, with all his ability,

could make no impression upon the Spanish court, though in-

defatigable in his endeavors to negotiate a loan. Not doubting
his success on that point. Congress drew upon Mr. Jay, at six

months, for considerable sums. Spain kept her purse-strings

closed, and it was only by the aid of Dr. Franklin that Mr. Jay
was able to meet the drafts at maturity, and preserve the credit

of the United States from injury in Europe. At length the

Spanish monarch promised small loans; and, finally, Mr. Jay
was informed that if he would yield to the terms of Spain re-

specting the navigation of the Mississippi, the required funds

* John Jay, a descendant of a Huguenot family, was born in the city ol

New York, on the twelfth of December, n-t."). He entered King's (now Co-
lumbia) College in 1760, and graduated in 1764 with the highest collegiate

honors. He was admitted to the bar in 1768, and in 1774 he married a daugh-
ter of William Livingston, afterward governor of New Jersey. He was ap-

)f the committee of fifty patriots in New York in 1774, and from
was an active and zealous friend to the cause of freedom in

e was a member of the first Continental Congress, where his

service in drawing up state papers of great moment He was
?r of the Provincial Congress of New York, and one of the most
1 the Committee of Safety. He prepared the draft of the Con-

York in 1777, and was appointed the first chiefjustice under

to Spain, and was one of the parties in the

peace between the United States and Great

he was elected secre

held that office until

pointed one

that time he

America. H
pen did good

active men in

.stitution of N
it In 1779 h

concluding ai

Britain. He

' went on a mi."

angements for

eturned to America in July, 1784, wli(

tary for foreign afTai

i.ofwhi

l-tJCP

of the Federal Constitutii

friend. On the organizalion'of the

new government, Washington nominated him for

chief justice of the United States. He held thij

office until 1794, when he was appointed minister

to Great Britain. He returned in 179.=i. and found

\^// ~=
^

himself governor elect of the State of New York.

-r% O /t A
He was governor until

I l^"'-<^ U n ^ 1801, when he retired

/ f / ^A^ ^ ^ from public life to his
t/ «/ C-^/V' paternal estate at Bed-

ford, in West Chester

county, where he died

on the seventeenth of May, 1829, in the eighty fourth year of hia age. The
signature here given, together with the post mark, 1 copied fron

a letter written in Philadelphia in 1776.

i frank to
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would be furnished. He promptly refused acquiescence, but

subsequently, under instructions from Congress, given in Feb-

ruary, 1781, he consented to yield the free navigation of the

Mississippi, as high as the thirty-tirst degree of latitude. This

was so much short of what Spain asked, that the negotiations

remained at this point until 1782, when Mr. Jay was called to

Paris.

In September, 1778, a plan for a commercial treaty between
Holland and the United States was unofficially proposed to

William Lee, by Van }ier\e\, pensiunary of Amsterdam It was
submitted to Congress, approved, and, soon after the appoint-

ment of Jay and Adams, Henry Laurens* was commissioned

minister plenipotentiary to the States General of Holland, to

negotiate a commercial treaty. He did not sail for Europe un-

til in the summer of 1780. The vessel that bore him was cap-

tured by a British frigate near Newfoundland. Mr. Laurens

'
/JJJ. < u

^^:.^^^^-
cast his papers overboard, but they were recovered by a sea-

man, and, with the bearer, were taken to London. After an ex-

amination before the Privy Council, Mr. Laurens was commit-

ted to the Tower on a charge of high treason, where he was

kept in close confinement more than a year.t He was finally

* Henry Laurens, a descendant of a Huguenot family, was born in Charles

tnu in 17-24. At a prfiper age lie entered into mercantile business, and on

floaing it witli his partner in 1770, he retired with a large fortune. He went

to England in 1771, and there he warmly espoused the patriot cause. He
returned to Charleston in 1774, and presided over the first Provincial Con

gress, held in that city in January, 1775. He was elected president of the

Council of Safety, an office equivalent to that ofgovernor. He was elected

a delegate to the Continental Congress, and on the first of November, 1777,

was appointed pre.sident of that body. He resigned the chair in 1778, and

the next year was appointed roini..^ter to HoU.ind. On his way the vessel

was captured ; he was sent to London, and was imprisoned more than a year

in the Tower. He was cruelly deprived of pen and ink, and the converse

of friends. Twice he was approached with ofiers of pardon .and liberty, if he

would serve the ministry. Each offer was indignantly rejected by lorn. He
was at length liberated, and Lord Slielburne desired him to proceed to Ver
aailles and assist in the negotiations then making for peace. He joined the

commissioners, and signed the provisional treaty. His conlinen-ent in the

Tower injured his health, and, after his return to Charleston, it gradually

failed, until the eighth of December, nilO, when he expired, near the close

of bis si.xtynioth year. His will concluded with the following request, whic li

was complied with: "1 solemnly enjoin it on my son as an indispensable

duty, that, as soon as he conveniently can after my decease, he cause my
body to be wrapped in twelve yards of tow cloth, and burned until it be en-

tirely consumed, and then, collecting my bones, deposit tliem wherever he

may think proper.*'

f At this time his son. Colonel John Laurens, wlio was afterward killed on

the Combahee (see page 778, volume ii.), was at the court of France, a spe-

cial minister sent by Congress to solicit a loan of money and supplies. Ue
arrived there in the Alliance early in the spring of 17K1. He immediately en-

tered upon the duties of his mission with all the ardor of his nature, and «non

became impatient of the delays which he experienced on the part of tlie

French ministry. In earnestly pressing his suit with Vergennes one day.

that adroit diplomatist reminded liiin that perhaps he had forgotten that lie

(vas notdelivering the orders of his commander in chief, but addressing the

released, and went to France to assist in the negotiations for

peace. Among his papers was the plan for a trenty with Hol-

land ; also several letters which disclosed the friendship of the

States General for the Americans. The British ministry were
irritated, and the subsequent refusal of Holland to disclaim the
act of Van Berkel caused Great Britain to declare war against
that republic. In the mean while, Mr. Adams, whose mission

to London was fruitless of immediate results, had been ap-

pointed a commissioner to negotiate for loans with the States
General.* In Decembera he was made full minister,
with power to negotiate a treaty of amity and com- " "^"

merce. In April following he presented to the States General
an argumentative memorial on the suhjert of a commercial
treaty

; and in August following, at the instance of the French
court. Congress instructed him to propose a triple alliance be-
tween France, the United Provinces of the Netherlands, and
the United States, limited in its duration to tlie existing war
with Great Britain. Holland moved as slowly as Spain, and
at the beginning of 1782 no reply had been given. Holland
had not acknowledged the independence of the United States,
and Mr. Adams had not been officially received as a minister
He became impatient, and on the ninth of Januaryb he
demanded a categorical answer to his memorial and

''"^^

the proposition for a triple alliance. His views were supported
by the merchants and manufacturers, and on the twenty-second
pi April the independence of the United States was formally
acknowledged by the States General, by the reception of Mr.
Adams as embassador. A treaty of amity and commerce was
not concluded until October following.

While the attempts at negotiation with Spain and Holland
were in progress, the coalition known as the Armed Neutrally
(see note on page 674, volume ii.) was formed. Congress ap-

proved of the position taken by the Empress of Russia, and
toward the close of 1780. Francis Dana was appointed minister
to the court of St. Petersburgh, with instructions to concede,
on behalf of the United States, the principles of the coalition,

and to negotiate a treaty of amity and commerce. In the mean
while, Catharine had ofl'ered to mediate between Groat Britain

and her Continental foes in arms. Great Britain accepted the
mediation, but France would not reply until the opinion of the
American Congress was obtained. Luzerne communicated
with that body in May, 1781. Congress assented, and apppint-

ed Mr. Adams sole negotiator upon the subject. The French
court did not like the appointment, for Mr. Adams could not
be molded to its will. A congress of ministers was proposed'
to be held at Vienna. Mr. Adams went to Paris in July to con-
sult with Vergennes, when the question arose as to what would
be his relative position in that Congress. He claimed to be
there as the representative of an independent state. France
coincided in his views, but Great Britain haughtily demand-
ed a separation of France from the " revolted colonies" before

she would consent to negotiate. She would not allow the
United States to be treated as an independent power. The
views of Russia and other imperial courts were coincident

with those of Britain, and Mr. Adams therefore peremptorily
refused to attend the Congress at Vienna at all. The Congress
was not convened in consequence of this refusal, and thatfart

was a clear annunciation that the United States had already

made a deep impression upon the politics of Europe.

The capture of Cornwallis and his army in October, 178),

convinced all parties in England of the folly of a further pros-

ecution of the war. In March, 1782, Parliament resolved on

peace. Lord North resigned, the Marquis of Rockincham suc-

ceeded him in office, and Lord Shelburne and Mr. Fox were

minister of a monarch who had every disposition to favor bis country. Laii

rens withdrew to the opposite side of the room, and replied with emphasis.

"Favor, sir! The respect which T owe to my country will not admit theterni.

Say that the obligation is mutual, and I cheerfully subscribe to the oWigalion

But as the last argument I shall offer to your excellency, the sword w-hich 1

now wear in defense of France, as well as my own country, unless the succar

I solicit is immediately accorded, 1 may be compelled, within a short lime,

to draw against France as a British subject. 1 must now inform your excel

lency that my next memorial will be presented to his majestv in person:"

This bold reply had great effect upon Vergennes, for the reconciliation of

Great Britain and the United Sta'es he most dreaded. True to his promi.se.

Laurens attended at the audience chamber of the king the next day, and pre-

sented his memorial in person to his majesty. It was handed to Count Se

gtir, and on the following day Laurens was officially informed that the re

quired aid should be given. The succor came, and in the antnmn, hy the

assistance of French funds, and French soldiers and seamen, Cornwallis v«af

cap'ured, and the death blow of British power in America was given.

* Three separate loans were finally effected, amounting in the aggregate to

one million seven hundred thousand dollars.

TT I I 1
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made eecretanes of state. Richard Oswald was immediately

eent to France to confer with Vergennes on the subject of

])eace. After several interviews, he resigned the matter into

the hands of Thomas Grenville, a sun of the author of the

Stamp Act, by whom an informal agreement was made tlint

a treaty should be conducted, having, so far as the United

States were concerned, the acknowledgment of their inde-

pendence as a basis. While these negotiations were in prog-

ress, Rockingham died, and was succeeded in office by Lord

Shelburne. Grenville was recalled, and the negotiations were

left in the hands of Mr. Fitzherbert. On the twenty fifth of

July, Parliament adopted a bill to enable the king to consent

to the independence of the colonies, and the monarch signed

it, though with reluctance. Richard Oswald was immediately

appointed, with full powers, to negotiate a treaty of peace with

the United States. Great eftorts had been made to induce

France and the United States to enter into separate treaties,

but both steadily refused.

The American ministers in Kuropc differed in respect to the

character of the French court. Franklin had great faith in its

iptegrity, and was desirous of deferring to its judgment. Adams

wag more independent, and always assumed the tone of equal-

ity when suing for benefits. Jay coincided with Adams, and

felt convinced that the French court desired to keep the Amer-

icans in a secondary position. These conflicting opinions pro-

duced no serious difficulty, and Franklin and Jay prepared for

the work before tliem. Oswald did not show his authority to

treat with the American commissioners on terms of independ-

ence, whereupon Mr. Jay positively refused to have any thing

to Bo with the matter. He insisted that the recognition of in-

dependence should be preliminary to any treaty, and that a

treaty should be the consequence of independence. In these

views Franklin coincided. Mr. Oswald then showed them nn

article in his instructions which authorized him to make tlie

concession of independence, if insisted upon. This was not en-

tirely satisfactory, and he applied to the ministry for new in-

structions. Another commission was issued on the twenty-

first of September, and a day or two afterward Mr. Adams ar-

rived from the Hague and joined the commission.

While discussions with Mr. Oswald were progressing, Mr.

Jay resumed negotiations with the Spanish court, through the

<"ount D'Aranda, the minister of Charles, at Versailles. The

Spanish monarch had receded from his own proposition, and

now claimed an equal possession of the territory west of the

Alleghanies. The French court favored the Spani?h claim, and

', his fact confirmed the suspicions which Mr. Jay entertained

of Gallic faith. Still further to confirm this suspicion, a letter

from Marbois, Charge d'Afl'aires from France to Congress, in

^^Zj^^Z^^^^

which he advi.-^ed the French court to endeavor to restrict the

claims of the Americans on the Newfoundland fisheries, was

intercepted; and Mr. Rayneval, the confidential secretary of

the foreign department, was secretly sent to London, without

the knowledge of the commissioners. Mr. Jay and Mr. Adams

were coincident in opinion that Vergennes meant to play false-

ly, while Dr. Franklin's faith in his integrity was unmoved.

The claims of Spain could not be assented to, and negotiations

witli D'Aranda ceased.

On the arrival of Mr. Adams, negotiations with Mr. Oswald

commenced. After much discussion, the questions of bounda-

ry and the fisheries were settled. The English claim of rep-

nration for the Loyalists was the last and longest theme for

debate. While this subject was under discussion, Mr. Laurens

arrived from London and joined the commission. He opposed

the Loyalist claim, and as the American commissioners were

unanimous and immovable on this point, Mr. Oswald yielded

On the thirtieth of November, 1782, preliminary articles were

signed by Richard Oswald on the part of England, and by John

Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens on

the part of the United States. The following were the chief

points of the treaty: The independence of the thirteen states

was unqualifiedly recognized; the Mississippi was made the

western boundary, and Canada and Nova Scotia the northern

and eastern boundaries of the territory of the new Republic :

the navigation of the St. Lawrence was abandoned to the En-

glish; the navigation of the Mississippi was made free to both

parties ; mutual rights to the Newfoundland fisheries were ad-

justed ; no impediments were allowed in the way of the re-

covery of debts by bona fide creditors ; certain measures of res-

titution of confiscated property to Loyalists was to be recom-

mended by Consrress to the several states ; and a general ces-

sation of hostilities, withdrawal of troops, and a restoration of

public and private property.

These articles were agreed to and signed without the par-

ticipation or knowledge of the French court. Vergennes com-

plained of this violation of pledged faith, hut made no difficulty.

Congress ratified the articles, and in Ajiril, 1783, David Hartley,

the agent who had sounded Dr. Franklin in 1778 respecting :i

reconciliation, was appointed by the court of London to adjust,

with the commissioners, a definitive treaty of peace. Several

months were spent in discussions upon the various articles of

the preliminary treaty. They could not agree upon any alter

ations, and on the third of September, 1783, the preliminary

articles were signed at Paris as a definitive treaty, by Franklin,

Adams, Jay, and David Hartley. The definitive treaties be-

tween Great Britain, France, and Spain were signed at the

same time ; that between Great Britain and Holland on the

preceding day. The American definitive treaty was ratified by

Congress on the fourteenth of January, 1784.

Many disputes arose between the United States and Great

Britain when the several states endeavored to conform to the

provisions of the treaty. On this account. Congress resolved

to send a minister plenipotentiary to the court of London, and

on the twenty-fourth of February, 1785. John Adams was ap-

pointed to that important oflice. Although the circumstance

was mortilying to British pride, yet he was received with coi--

dial respect, and it is said that the king remarked to him on

that occasion, " I was the last man in the kingdom, sir, to con-

sent to the independence of America ; but now it is granted, I

shall be the last man in the world to sanction a violation of it."

iir.

Thk Confederation, and the Federal Constitution.

The declaration of the representatives of the united colonies

of North America, in (Jeneral Congress assembled, that ' these

colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent

states," was but the initial act in the great work of founding

a free republic out of a dismembered portion of one of the

mightiest empires of the earth. It was an easy matter to de-

clare the states free, but they well knew it would be a laborious

task to support that declaration, and consummate the work

thus begun. Already fleets were hovering upon our coasts,

and armies traversed our provinces, with the dire purpose of

quelling rebellion by fire and sword, and all the vast iniquities

of war. At the very time the declaration was made, a British

squadron was near our coast, bearing thousands of hired mer-

cenaries, some of them veterans from the vast armies of Fred

eric the Great, all eager to win the laurels of glory or the gold

of plunder in the exercise of their desolating profession.

Combined with these foes from without were the more dread

ed foes within—those who, through principle or interest, ad-

hered to the crown. They consisted chiefly of the timid, the

time-serving, the ambitious, and the indolent, who feared Brit-

ish power, courted its caresses, sought the preferments it could

bestow, or loved ease better than freedom. This class was

neither small nor weak, and by its secret treacheries or open

resistance, it weakened the bond of the American Union, anJ

greatly strengthened the royal arm.

With such a great work before them—with such besetment?

in the way—by such dangers surrounded —it is no wonder that

great doubt, and anxiety, and dread pervaded the minds of

the people, and caused American legislators to desire a more

tangible bond of union than a Federal Congress and a Federal
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army. Tlie various state governments were in utter contu-

sion, and in their practical operations they harmonized in few

things, except in making provisions i'or the army ; and even

this paramount claim was often so neglected by particular

states as almost to paralyze the military movements. Koyal

governments in all the colonies had been overturned, and the

people, in spontaneous assemblies, collected the best frag-

ments together and formed provincial Congresses, in which

they vested local governmental powers. But these were per-

ceived to be but broken reeds to depend upon in the great

work of the revolution yet to be performed ; and the states-

men of that dark hour, feeling the necessity of a central power,

regarded a confederation of the several states with a Federal

Congress as a controlling head, a measure essential to the per-

petuity, not only of their etibrts to become free, but of their

very existence.

As early as July, 1775, Doctor Franklin submitted to the con-

sideration of Congress a sketch of articles of confederation be-

tween the colonies, limiting the duration of their vitality to the

time when reconciliation with Great Britain should take place
;

or, in the event of th"" failure of that desirable result, to be per-

petual. At that time, Congress seemed to have no fixed plans

for the future—the teeming present, with all its vast and novel

concerns, engrossed their whole attention ; and Doctor Frank-

lin's plan seems not to have been discussed at all in the Na-

tioKnl Council. But when a declaration of independence was

uroposed, that idea alone sugges'ted the necessity of a confed-

eration of the states to carry forwai d the work to a successful

consummation- Congress, thtreforS, on the eleventh of June,

1776, resolved that a commitlee .should be appointed to pre-

pare, and properly digest, a form of confederation to be en-

tered into by the several states. The committee appointed

under the resolution consisted of one delegate from each state.*

John Dickenson, of Pennsylvania, "as chosen chairman, and

through him the committee reported a draft of articles of con-

federation on the twelfth of July. Almost daily debates upon

the subject ensued until the twentieth of August when the

report was laid aside, and was not taken up again for consid-

eration until the eighth of .4pril, 1777. In the mean while,

several of the states had adopted constitutions for their re-'

spective government, and Congress was practically acknowl-

edged the supreme head in all matters appertaining to the war,

public finances, &c. It emitted bills of credit, or paper money,

appointed foreign ministers, and opened negotiations with

foreign governments.

From the eighth of April until the fifteenth of November

following, the subject was debated two or three times a week,

and several amendments were made. As the confederation

might be a permanent bond of union, of course local interests

were considered prospectively. If the union had been design-

ed to be temporary, to meet the exigencies arising from the

state of war in which the colonies then were, local questions

could hardly have had weight enough to have elicited debate
;

but such was not the case, and of course the sagacious men

who were then in Congi-ess looked beyond the present, and

endeavored to legislate accordingly. From the seventh of

October until the fifteenth of November, the debates upon it

were almost daily, and the conflicting interests of the several

states were strongly brought into view by the difterent speak-

ers. On that day the following draft, containing all of the

amendments, was laid before Congress, and after a spirited

debate was adopted :

Article 1. The style of this confederacy shall be, "The
United States of America."

Article 2. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and

independence, and every power, jurisdiction, and right, which

is not by this confederation expressly delegated to the United

States in Congress assembled.

-Article 3. The said states hereby severally enter into a

firm league of friendship with each other for their common
defense, the security of their liberties, and their mutual and

general welfare ; binding themselves to assist each other

aaainst all force ottered to, or attacks made upon them, or any

of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other

pretense whatever.

Article 4. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual

friendship and intercourse among the people of the diflerent

* See Journals, ii., 19T. The committee consisted of Messrs. Bartlett, .S.

AJams, Hopkins, Sherman. R. U. Livingston, Dickenson, M'Ke.in. Stone

Nelson. Hewes. E. Rutledse, and Gwinnett.

states in this Union, the free inhabitants ot each of these states,

paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from justice excepted, shall

be entitled to all privileges and immunities of free citizens in

the several states ; and the people of each state shall have free

ingress and regress to and from any otlier state, and shall en-

joy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce subject

to the same duties, impositions, and restrictions, as the inhab-

itants thereof respectively, provided that such restrictions shall

not extend so far as to prevent the removal of property im-

ported into any state to any other state, of which the owner is

an inhabitant; provided, also, that no imposition, duties, or re-

striction shall be laid by any state on the property of the

United States or either of them.

If any person guilty of or charged with treason, felony, or

other high misdemeanor, in any state, shall flee from justice,

and be found in any of the United States, he shall, upon de-

mand of the governor or executive power of the state from

which he fled, be delivered up and removed to the state having

jurisdiction of his oftense.

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these states t j

the records, acts, and judicial proceedings of the courts and

magistrates of every other state.

Article 5. For the more convenient management of the

general interests of the United States, delegates shall be annu-

ally appointed in such manner as the Legislature of each state

shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first iSIonday in No-

vember in every year, with a power reserved to each state to

recall its delegates or any of them, at any time within the year,

and to send others in their stead for the remainder of the year

No state shall be represented in Congress by less than two,

nor by more than seven members; and no person shall be

capable of being a delegate for more than three years in any

term of six years ; nor shall any person, being a delegate, be

capable of holding any office under the United States, for which

he, or another for his benefit, receives any salary, fees, or

emoluments of any kind.

Each state shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting oi

the states, and while they act as members of the committtje

of the states.

In determining questions in the United States, in Congress

assembled, each state shall have one vote.

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be im-

peached or questioned in any court or place out of Congress
,

and the members of Congress shall be protected in their per-

sons from arrests and imprisonments, during the time of their

going to and from and attendance on Congress, except for

treason, felony, or breach of the peace.

Article G. No state, without the consent of the United

States, in Congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or

receive any embassy from, or enter into any conference, agree-

ment, alliance, or treaty, with any king, prince, or state ; nor

shall any person holding any office of profit or trust under the

United States, or any of them, accept of any present, emolu-

ment, office, or title of any kind whatever, from any king,

prince, or foreign state ; nor shall the United States in Con-

gress assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility.

No two or more states shall enter into any treaty, confeder-

ation, or alliance whatever between them, without the consent

of the United States, in Congress assembled, specifying accu-

rately the purposes for which the same is to be entered into

and how long it shall continue.

No state shall lay any imposts or duties which may interfere

with any stipulations in treaties entered into by the United

States, in Congi'ess assembled, with any king, prince, or state,

in pursuance of any treaties already proposed by Congress to

the courts of France and Spain.

No vessel of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any

state, except such number only as shall be deemed necessary

by the United States, in Congress assembled, for the defense of

such state or its trade ; nor shall any body of forces be kept

up by any state in time of peace, except such number only as

in the judsment of the United States, in Congress assembled,

shall be deemed requisite to garrison the forts necessary for

the defense of such state ; but every state shall always keep

up a well regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed

and accoutered, and shall provide and have constantly ready

for use, in public stores, a due number of field pieces and tents,

and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition, and camp equi-

page.

No state shall engage in any war without the consent of the
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United States, in Congress assembled, unless such state be act-

ually invaded by enemies or shall have received certain advice

of a resolution being formed by some nation of Indians to in-

vade such state, and the danger is so imminent as not to admit

of a delay till the United States, in Congress assembled, can be

consulted ; nor shall any state grant commissions to any ships

or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or reprisal, except it

be after a declaration of war by the United States, in Congress

assembled, and then only against the kingdom or state, and the

subjects thereof against which war has been so declared, and

under such regulations as shall be established by the United

States, in Congress assembled, unless such state be infested by

pirates, in which case vessels of war may be fitted out for that

occasion, and kept so long as the danger shall continue, or un-

til the United States, in Congress assembled, shall determine

otherwise.

Article 7. When land forces are raised by any state for the

common defense, all officers of or under the rank of colonel

shall be appointed by the Legislature of each state respective-

ly by whom such forces shall be raised, or in such manner as

such state shall direct, and all vacancies shall be filled up by

the state which first made the appointment.

Article 8. All charges of war, and all other expenses that

shall be incurred for the common defense or general welfare,

and allowed by the United States, in Congress assembled, shall

be defrayed out of a common treasury, which shall be sup-

plied by the several states in proportion to the value of all

land within each state granted to or surveyed for any person,

as such land and the buildings and improvements thereon shall

be estimated according to such mode as the United States, in

Congress assembled, shall from time to time direct and ap-

point.

The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied

by the authority and direction of the Legislatures of the sev-

eral states, within the time agreed upon by the United States,

in Congress assembled.

Article 9. The United States, in Congress assembled, shall

have the sole and exclusive right and power of determining on

peace and war, except in the cases mentioned in the sixth ar-

ticle— of sending and receiving embassadors— entering into

treaties and alliances ;
provided that no treaty of commerce

shall be made whereby the legislative power of the respective

states shall be restrained from imposing such imposts and du-

ties on foreigners as their own people are subjected to, or from

prohibiting exportation or importation of any species of goods

or commodities whatsoever—of establishing rules for deciding

in all cases what captures on land or water shall be legiil, and

in what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the

service of the United States shall be divided or appropriated—

of granting letters of marque and reprisal in times of peace

—

appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies com-

mitted on the high seas, and establishing courts for receiving

and determining finally appeals in all cases of captures ;
pro-

vided that no member of Congress shall be appointed a judge

of any of the said courts.

The United States, in Congress assembled, shall also be the

last resort, on appeal, in all di.«putes and ditl'erences now sub-

sisting or that hereafter may arise between two or more states

concerning boundary, jurisdiction, or any other cause what-

ever ; whicli authority shall always be exercised in the manner

following : whenever the legislative or executive authori'y or

lawful agent of any state in controversy with another shall pre-

sent a petition to Congress stating the matter in question, and

praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order

of Congress to the legislative or executive authority of the

other state in controversy, and a day assigned for the appear-

ance of the parties, by their lawful agents, who shall then be

directed to appoint, by joint consent, commissioners or judges

to constitute a court for hearing and determining the matter in

question ; but if they can not agree. Congress shall name three

persons out of each of the United States, and from the list of

such persons each party shall alternately strike out one. the pe-

titioners beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thir-

teen ; and from that number not less than seven nor more than

nine names, as Congress shall direct, shall, in the presence of

Congress, be drawn out by lot ; and the persons whose names

shall be so drawn, or any five of them, shall be commissioners or

judges, to hear and finally determine the controversy, so always

as a major parti of the judges, who shall hear the cause, shall

agree in the determination ; and if either party shall neglect

to attend at the day appointed, without showing reasons which

Congress shall judge sufficient, or, being present, shall refuse tu

strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate three person.-

out of each state, and the secretary of Congress shall strike in

behalf of such party absent or refusing ; and the judgment and

sentence of the court, to be appointed in the manner before pre-

scribed, shall be final and conclusive ; and if any of the parties

shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to ap-

pear, or defend their claim or cause, the court shall neverthe

less proceed to pronounce sentence or judgment, w^ich shall

in like manner be final and decisive, the judgment or sentence

and other proceedings being in either case transmitted to Con-
gress, and lodged among the acts of Congress for the security

of the parties concerned
;
provided that every commissioner,

before he sits in judgment, shall take an oath, to be administer-

ed by one of the judges of the Supreme or Superior Court of

the state, where the cause shall be tried, "well and truly to

hear and determine the matter in question, according to the

best of his judgment, without favor, affection, or hope of re-

ward :" provided, also, that no state shall be deprived of terri-

tory for the benefit of the United States.

All controversies concerning the private right of soil, claim-

ed under difierent grants of two or more states. Whose juris-

diction as they may respect such lands, and the states which
passed such grants are adjusted, the said grants or either of

tliein being at the same time claimed to have originated ante-

cedent to such settlement of jurisdiction, shall, on the petition

of either party to the Congress of the United States, be finally

determined, as near as may be, in the same manner as is before

prescribed for deciding disputes respecting territorial jurisdic-

tion between ditt'erent states.

The United States, in Congress assembled, shall also have

the sole and exclusive right and power of regulating the alloy

and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that of

the respective states — fixing the standard of weights and

measures throughout the United States—regulating the trade

and managing all afi'airs with the Indians not members of any

of the states; provided that the legislative right of any state

within its own limits be not infringed or violated—establishing

and regulating postoiTices from one state to another through

out all the United States, and exacting such postage on the pa

pers passing through the same as may be requisite to defray

the expenses of the said office—appointing all officers of the

land forces in the service of the United States excepting regi

mental officers—appointing all the officers of the naval forces,

and commissioning all officers whatever in the service of the

United States—making rules for the government and regulation

of the said land and naval forces, and directing their operations.

The United States, in Congress assembled, shall have author

ity to appoint a committee to sit in the recess of Congress, to

be denominated " a Committee of the States," and to consist

of one delegate from each state ; and to appoint such other

committees and civil officers as may be necessary for man-

aging the general aflairs of the United States under their direc-

tion—to appoint one of their number to preside, provided that

no person be allowed to serve in the office of president more

than one year in any term of three years—to ascertain the

necessary sums of money to be raised for the service of the

United States, and to appropriate and apply the same for de-

fraying the public expenses— to borrow money or emit bills

on the credit of the United States, transmitting every half year

to the respective states an account of the sums of money so

borrowed or emitted— to build and equip a navy— to agree

upon the number of land forces, and to make requisitions from

each state for its quota, in proportion to the number of white

inhabitants in such state : which requisition shall be binding,

and thereupon the Legislature of each state shall appoint the

regimental officers, raise the men, and clothe, arm, and equip

them, in a soldier like manner, at the expense of the United

States ; and the officers and men so clothed, armed, and equip-

ped, shall march to the place appointed, and within the time

agreed on by the United States, in Congress assembled : but

if the United States, in Congress assembled, shall, on consider

ation of circumstances, judge proper that any state should not

raise men, or should raise a sm-aller number than its quota, and

that any other state should raise a greater number of men than

the quota thereof such extra number shall be raised, officered,

clothed, armed, and equipped, in the same manner as the quota

of such state, unless the Legislature of such state shall judge

that such extra number can not safely be spared out of the
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8!ime ; in which case they shall raise, officer, clothe, arm, and the form of an urgent appeal for immediate and united action.

-;quip, as many of such extra number as they judge can be A direful necessity called for some strong bond of union, for

safely spared. And the officers and men so clothed, armed, and the clangor of arras was heard on every side. Foes without

equipped shall march to the place appointed, and within the and traitors within were every where sowing the seeds of

time agreed on by the United States, in Congress assembled. jealousy between the states, and using every ellbrt to sunder

The United States, in Congress assembled, shall never en- the ligaments of a common interest and repress a common as-

gage in a war, nor grant letters of marque and reprisal in time piration which united them. It was easily foreseen that the

nf peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin conflicting interests of thirteen distinct states would necessa-

money, nor regulate the value thereof nor ascertain the sums rily clash, and that the idea of sovereignty which each possess-

and expenses necessary for the defense and welfare of the ed would interpose many objections to a general confederation,

United States or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money such as was proposed. Therefore, the letter was an argument-

on the credit of the United [states, nor appropriate money, nor ative one, and endeavored to show them that the plan pro-

agree upon the number of vessels of war to be built or pur- posed was the best which could be adapted to the circum-

chased, or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor stances of all.

appoint a commander-in-chief of the army or navy, unless nine Notwithstanding there was a general feeling that something

states assent to the same ; nor shall a question on any other must be speedily done, the State Legislatures were slow to

point, except for adjourning from day to day, be determined adopt the articles. In the first place, they did not seem to ac-

unless by the votes of a majority of the United States, in Con- cord with the prevailing sentiments of the people, as set forth

gress assembled. in the Declaration of Independence ;
and in many things that

The Congress of the United States shall have power to ad- Declaration and the Articles of Confederation were manifestly

journ to any time within the year, and to any place within the at variance. Tlie former was based upon declared right; the

United States, so that no period of adjournment be for a longer foundation of the latter was asserted power. The former was

iluration than the space of six months; and shall publish the based upon a superintending Providence, and the inalienable

journal of their proceedings monthly, except such parts there- rishts of man ; the latter rested upon the " sovereignty of de-

of relating to treaties, alliances, or military operations, as in clared power—one ascending for the foundation of human gov-

tlieir judgment require secrecy ; and the yeas and nays of the ernment, to the laws of nature and of nature's God, written

delegates of each state on any question shall be entered on the upon the heart of man—the other resting upon the basis of

journal when it Is desired by any delegate ; and the delegates human institutions, and prescriptive law, and colonial ehar-

of a state or any of them, at his or their request, shall be fur- ters."* Again, the system of representation proposed was

tiished with a transcript of the said journal, except such parts highly objectionable, because each state was entitled to the

as are above excepted, to lay before the Legislatures of the same voice in Congress, whatever might be the difference in

several states. population. But the most objectionable feature of all was, that

Article 10. The committee of the states, or any nine of the question of the limits of the several states, and also in

them, shall be authorized to execute, in the recess of Congress, whom was vested the control or possession of the crown-

such of the powers of Congress as the United States, in Con- lands, was not only unadjusted, but wholly unnoticed. These

gress assembled, by the consent of nine states, shall from time and other defects caused most of the states to hesitate, at first,

to time think expedient to vest them with
;
provided that no to adopt the articles, and several of them for a long time ut-

power be delegated to the said committee, for the exercise of terly refused to accept them.

which, bv the articles of confederation, the voice of nine states On the twenty-second.of June, 1778, Congress proceeded to

in the Congress of the United States assembled is requisite. consider the olijections of the states to the Articles of Confed-

Abticle U. Canada, acceding to this confederation, and join- oration, and on the twenty seventh of the same month, a form

inc in the measures of the United States, shall be admitted into, of ratification was adopted and ordered to be engrossed upon

and entitled to, all the advantages of this union ; but no other parchment, with a view that the same should be signed by

colony shall be admitted into the same, unless such admission guch delegates as were instructed so to do by their respective

lie agreed to by nine states. I^egislatures.

Article 12. All bills of credit emitted, moneys borrowed, On the ninth of July, the delegates of New Hampshire, Mas-

and debts contracted, by or under the authority of Congress, sachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, Pennfylva-

hefore the assembling of the United States, in pursuance of the nia, Virginia, and South Carolina signed the articles. The

present confederation, shall be deemed and considered as a delegates from New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland were not

charge against the United States, for payment and satisfaction yet empowered to ratify and sign. Georgia and North Caro-

whereof the said United States and the public faith are hereby Una were not represented, and the ratification of New York

solemnly pledged. was conditional that all the other states should ratify. The

Article 13. Every state shall abide by the decision of the delegates from North Carolina signed the articles on the twen-

Huited States, in Congress assembled, on all questions which, ty first of July ; those of Georgia, on the twenty-fourth of the

by this confederation, are submitted to them. And the articles same month ; those of New Jersey, on the twenty-sixth of No-

of this confederation shall be inviolably observed by every vcmber ; and those of Delaware, on the twenty-second of Feb-

state, and the union shall be perpetual ; nor shall any altera- ruary, and fifth of May, 1779. Maryland still firmly refused to

tion at any time hereafter be made in any of them, unless such ratify, until the question of the conflicting claims of the Union

alteration be agreed to in a Congress of the United States, and and of the separate states to the crown-lands should be fully

be afterward confermed by the Legislature of every state. adjusted. This point was finally settled by cessions of the

claiming states to the United States, of all the unsettled and un-

ConiTess directed these articles to be submitted to the Leg- appropriated lands for the benefit of the whole Union. This

islatures of the several states, and, if approved of by them, they cession offthe crown lands to the Union originated the Terri-

were advised to authorize their delegates to ratify the same in torial System, and the erection of tlie Northwestern Territory

Congress, by affixing their names thereto. into a distinct government similar to the existing states, having

After the Articles of Confederation were adopted by Con- a local Legislature of its own. The insuperable objection of

gress, that body directed a copy of them to be sent to the Maryland having been removed by the settlement of this ques-

speakers of the various State Legislatures, to be laid before tion, her delegates signed the Articles of Confederation on the

them for action. They were accompanied by a communica- first day of March, 1781, four years and four months after thiy

tion, requesting the several Legislatures, in case they approved were adopted by Congress.! By this act of Maryland, they be-

of them, to instruct their delegates in Congress to vote for a

ratification of them, which last act should be final and conclu-

sive. On the twenty ninth of November, a committee of three

(Duer, Lovell, and Francis Lightfoot Lee) was appointed to

procure the translation of the Articles of Confederation into

the French language ; and also to prepare and report an ad-

dress to the people of Canada, urging them to become a por-

tion of the confederacy.

The letter which accompanied the Articles of Confederation

when they were sent to the several State Legislatures, was in Morris

» John Quinrj- Ada
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came the organic lawof tbe union, and on the second of March,

Congress assembled under the new powers.

A few weeks previous to the final ratification of the Articles

of Confederation, Congress made a new arrangement in the

machinery of its civil government. A foreign bureau was es-

tablished, equivalent in its functions to our present Department

of State, the head of which was styled Secretary of Foreign Af-

fairs. A financial bureau was also established, and a Secre-

tary of the Treas-

K-'i'^ ury. called Super-

^\ iiitendenl (f Fi-

7in7icf, was appoint-

ed. Secretaries of

War and Marine

uere also appoint-

ed, and, under the

power of the Con-

tedtration, new en-

ergy was manifest-

ed ill the manage-

ment of affairs.

Robert R. Living-

ston,* ofNew York,

was appointed the

first Foreign Sec-

^,-</^ Morris, of Philadel-

^^^ phia. Superintend-

ent of Finance.! * Livingston had two under secretaries (Louis

R. Morris, and Peter S. Duponceau), and two clerks (John

Stone, afterward governor of Maryland, and Henry Remsen,

of New York), to assist him. Reverend Mr. Tetard, of Phila-

delphia, was the translator. The office for the transaction of

business was a building on the eastern side of South Sixth

Street (No. 13), three stories in height, with only twelve feet

t\cii- Jersey, in\m VVitlierspoon, Nallianicl SiudJer.

Perjixtxavania, Robert Morris, Daniel Hoberiieau, Jtmatlian B.tjard Srnilli,

Williailj Clingan, Joseph Reed.

De/iiioare, Thomas M'Kean.John Diikmson. Nicholas Van Djke
Maryland, John Hanson, Daniel Carroll.

Virginia^ Richard Henr^ Lee, John Banister, Thomas Adams, Jolin

Harvie, Francis Lightfoot Lee.

Norlh Caro/i>io John Penn, Cornelius Harnett, John Williams.

South Carolina, Henry Laurens, William Henry Drayton, Jonathan Mat-

thews, Richard Hutaon, Thomas Heyward, Jun.

Georgia, John Walton, Edward Telfair, Edward Langwortliy.

* From an address delivered on the anniversary of one of the literary soci-

eties of Columbia College in 1831, by John W. Francis, M.D., of New York,

I have gleaned the materials of the following brief notice of the public life uf

Mr. Livingston:

Robert R. Livingston, great-grandson of the first lord of the manor of Lir

ingston, was born in the city of New York in 1747. He was educated at

King's (Columbia) College, where he graduated in 1764. He studied law

nnder William Smith, the historian of New York, and became eminent in

that profession. He was an early opponent of British oppression, and took

an active part in Dolitics in bis native city. His sister was married to the

brave Montgoraer^, who fell at Quebec, and this circumstance fired the zeal

of young Livingston. He was a member of the Congress of 1776, and was

one of the committee appointed to prepare the Declaration of Independeuce.

Called home to attend to duties in the Provincial Congress of his sUite, he

was not present when that instrument was adopted, nor when it was signed.

He filled the responsible station of Secretary for Foreign Affairs, from Jan-

uary, 1781, until 17S3, when, having been appointed Chancellor of the State of

New York, be resigned, and was succeeded by Mr. Jay. He was a warm
supporter of the Federal Constitution in the convention of New York, as-

sembled at Poughkeepsie in 1788, and the nejt year he administered the oath

of office to George Wa.shington as the first President of the United States,

under the new charter. Mr. JefTerson appointed him minister to the court

of France, then represented by the youthful Napoleon, the first consul ofthe

F'ench Republic. He performed his duties with signal ability, and accom-

plished the purch.ase of Louisiana from the French. By his enlightened pat-

ronage of Robert Fulton in his experiments in navigation by steam, he con-

ferred an inestimable benefit upon mankind. He died at Clermont, in Co
lumbia county, on the twenty-si.\th of February, 1813, in the sixty -sixth year

of his age. " His person," says Dr. Francis, who knew him intimately,

" was tall and commanding, and of patrician dignity. Gentle and courteous

m his manners, pure and upright in his morals. His benefactions to the poor

were numerous and unostentatious. In his life without reproach, victorious

n death over its terrors."

f In May, 1781, Mr. Morris submitted to Congress a plan for a National

Bank, with a capital of ftiur hundred thousand dollars. Congress approved

ofthe plan, offered to incorporate the subscribers by the name ofthe Presi-

dent and Directnrs of the Bank ofNorth America, and decreed that the bills

should be receivable in payment of all taxes, duties, and debts due the United

States. This bank, the first in the United States, went into successful oper-

ation in December, 1781. It greatly assisted in the restoration ofthe credit

ofthe government, and was of efficient service in the financial affaire of the

country during the remainder of the war

jKtiGN Office

front. From that humble edifice went forth instructions which

arrested the attention of European diplomatists, and turned

their minds with astonish

ment to the rising nation id

the West.

On the twentieth of June,

1782, the device for the pres

ent great Seal of the United

States was adopted, as lol

lows: /4rm.s T-Paleways ot

thirteen pieces, argent and
gules; a chief azure; the

escutcheon on the breast

of the American eagle dis

played proper, holding in

his dexter talon an oh\e

branch, and in his sinister a

bundle of thirteen arrows,

all proper, and in his beak a scroll, inscribed with this motto,
^' E pluribus Uitiim." For the Crest—Over the head ofthe ea-

gle, which appears above the escutcheon, a glory, or break-

ing through a cloud, proper, and surrounding thirteen stars

forming a constellation, argent, on an azure field. Reverse

—

A pyramid, unfinished. In the zenith, an eye in a triangle,

surrounded with a glory, proper. Over the eye these words.
" Annuit Captis." On the base ofthe pyramid the numerical

letters MDCCLXXVI., and underneath the following motto,
" Nmnis Ordu Seclorum."\

The Fedekal Constitution.

It was early perceived that the Articles of Confederation

conferred powers upon Congress quite inadequate to the ob-

jects of an effective national government. That body, ac-

cording to the terms of those articles, possessed no power to

liquidate debts incurred during the war;| it had the privilege

only of recommending to the several states the payment there

of This recommendation was tardily complied with,§ and

Congress possessed no power to compel the states to obey it»

mandates. To a great extent, the people lost all regard for the

authority of Congress, and the commercial affairs ofthe coun-

try became wretchedly deranged. In truth, every thing seem

ed to be tending toward utter chaos soon after peace in 176;i,

and the leading minds ofthe Revolution, in view of increasing

and magnified evils, and the glaring defects of the Articles of

Confederation, were turned to a consideration of a plan for a

closer union ot the states, and for a general government found

ed on the principles ofthe Declaration of Independence, from

which the confederation in question widely departed.

The sagacious mind of Washington perceived with intense

anxiety the tendency toward ruin of that fair fabric which his

prowess had helped to rear, and he took the initial step toward

the adoption of measures which finally resulted in the forma-

tion of the present Constitution of the United States. Wash
ington had contemplated a scheme for uniting the Potomac
with the Ohio, and through his influence the Legislatures of

Virginia and Maryland were induced to send commissioners

to Alexandria, in March, 1785, to deliberate upon the subject.

During tlieir stay.at Mount Vernon they devised another com
mission to establish a general tariff on imports, and to mature
other commercial regulations. This convention was held al

Annapolis, in September, 1786, but only five states were rep

resented—Virginia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and

* This is from a sketch in Watson's Annals of Philadelphia. Mr. Dupoc
ceau informed Mr. Watson that Mr. Livingston occupied the front room in

the second story, and his two under secretaries an adjoining back room
The two clerks and the translator occupied the only lower room.

t See Journals of Congress, vii., 301. In a manuscript letter before me
written in 181R, by Thomas Barritt, Esq., an eminent antiquary of Manches

ter, England, addressed to his son in this country, is the foHowing statement
" My friend, Sir John Prestwich, Bart , told me he was the person who sug

gested the idea of a coat of arms for the American States to an embassadoi

[John Adams] from thence, which they have seen fit to put upon some ol

their moneys. It is this he told me—party per pale of thirteen stripes, white

and red; tlie chief of the escutcheon blue, signifying the protection ol

Heaven over the states. He says it was soon afterward adopted as the arm."

of the states, and, to give it more consequence, it was placed upon the breast

of a displayed eagle."

^ The general government, at the close of tiie Revolution, was burdenei!

with a foreign debt of eight millions of dollars, and a domestic debt of about

thirty millions due to the army and to other American citizens.

^ During fourteen months, only four hundred and eighty two thousand

eight hundred and ninety dollars were paid into the public treasury; and the

foreign interest was paid by a fresh loan from Holland.
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New Voik.* The chief object of the convention was to con-
sult on the best means of remedying the defects of the Federal
eovernment. The delegates met on the eleventh, and by a
unanimous vote chose John Dickinson chairman. After a full

interchange of sentiments, they agreed that a committee should
1)6 appointed to prepare a draft of a report to be made to the
Legislatures of the several states then represented.

The committee reported on the fourteenth, that in conse-
quence of the absence of delegates from a majority of states,

It was thought advisable to postpone further action ; and they
recommended the appointment of deputies by the several

.'tates, to meet in convention, at Philadelphia, on the second
Monday in May following.

This report was adopted, and transmitted to Congress. On
the twenty-tirst of February, the committee of that body, con-

sisting of Messrs. Dana, Varnum, S. M. Mitchell, Smith, Cad-
wallader, Irvine, N Mitchell, Forrest, Grayson, Blount, Bull,

imd Few, to whom the report of the commissioners was re-

ferred, reported thereon, and offered the following for con-
sideration :

" Congress having had under consideration the letter of John
Dickinson, Esq., chairman of the commissioners who assem-
Ided at Annapolis during the last year; also the proceedin"3

of the said commissioners, and entirely coinciding with them
MS to the inefficiency of the Federal government, and the neces-

sity of devising such further provisions as shall render the

same adequate to the exigences of the Union, do strongly rec-

ommend to the difl'erent Legislatures to send forward dele-

gates, to meet the proposed convention, on the second Monday
in May next, at the city of Philadelphia."

The delegates for the State of New York thereupon laid be-

fore Congress instructions which they had received from their

constituents, and, in pursuance of the said instructions, moved
to postpone the further consideration of the report, in order to

take up the following proposition, viz.

:

" That it be recommended to the states composing the Un-
ion, that a convention of representatives from the said states

respectively be held at , on , for the purpose of

revising the Articles of Confederation and perpetual union be-

tween the United States of America, and reporting to the

United States, in Congress assembled, and to the states respect-

ively, such alterations and amendments of the said Articles of

Confederation as the representatives, met in such convention,

shall judge proper and necessary, to render them adequate to

the preservation and support of the Union."

On taking the question, only three states voted in the affirm-

ative, and the resolution was negatived.

A motion was then made by the delegates for Massachusetts

to postpone the further consideration of the report, in order

to take into consideration a motion which they read in their

place ; this being agreed to, the motion of the delegates for

Massachusetts was taken up, and, being amended, was agreed

to, as follows

:

"Whereas, there is provision in the Articles of Confederation

and perpetual union for making alterations therein, by the as-

sent of a Congress of the United States, and of the Legisla-

tures of the several states; and whereas, e.xpcrience hath

evinced that there are defects in the present Confederation, as

a mean to remedy which, several of the states, and particularly

the State of New York, by express instructions to their dele-

gates in Congress, have suggested a convention for the pur-

poses expressed in the following resolution
; and such conven-

tion appearing to be the most probable means of establishing

in these states a firm national government

:

" Resolved, That, in the opinion of Congress, it is expedient

that on the second Monday in May next, a convention of del-

egates, who shall have been appointed by the several states, be

held at Philadelphia, for the sole and express purpose of re-

vising the Articles of Confederation, and reporting to Congress
and the several Legislatures such alterations and provisions

therein as shall, when agreed to in Congress, and confirmed
hy the states, render the Federal Constitution adequate to the

exigences of the government, and the preservation of the

Union."

This preamble and resolution were immediately transmitted

* The names ofthe members of tlie convention were aa follows : Pfew York,

Alexander Hamilton, Egbert litfcson ; NewJersty, Abraham Clark. W.lliam
C. Houston, James S. hureman ; Feimsylvania, Tench Coje ; Delaware,
fieorge Reail, John Diikiii.'<on, Richard Basset; Vvginia, Edmund Ran
ilolph, James Madison, Jun., St. George Tucker.

to the several speakers of state legislative assemblies, and they
were laid before the representatives of the people in all th>-

states of the confederacy. While a feeling prevailed gener-
ally that something must be done to avert the threatened an
archy, toward which governmental operations were tending,

great caution was observed in the delegation of powers and in

instruction to those who should be appointed members of the

proposed convention. However, in compliance with the rec-

ommendation of Congress, delegates were chosen in the sev-

eral states for the purpose of revising the Articles of Confed-
eration, and assembled in Philadelphia on the second Monday
in May, 1787. All the states were represented except Rhode
Island * Washington, who was a delegate from Virginia, whs
chosen president of the convention. Able statesmen were hi.''

associates, and they entered earnestly upon their duties. They
had not proceeded far, however, before they perceived that

the Articles of Confederation were so radically defective, and
their po%vers so inadequate to the wants of the country, that,

instead of trying to amend the code of the old Confederation,

they went diligently at work to form a new Constitution. Ed-
mund Randolph submitted a series of resolutions on the twen-

ty ninth of May, which embodied the plan of a new Constitu

tion. It was proposed to form a general governtnent consist

ing of a Legislature, executive, and judiciary ; and a revenue,

army and navy independent of the control of the several states.

It was to have power to conduct war, establish peace, make
treaties ; to have the exclusive privilege of coining money, and

the supervision of all national transactions. Upon general

principles this plan was highly approved, but in that conven-

tion there were many ardent and pure patriots, who looked

upon the preservation of state sovereignty as essential, iftid re-

garded this proposed form of government as a radical infringe-

ment upon those rights. They therefore violently opposed it.

Another plan was proposed by Mr. Paterson, a delegate from
New Jersey. It enlarged the power of Congress, but left its

resources and supplies to be found through the medium of the

state governments. This plan bad that serious defect of the

Articles of Confederation—a dependence of the general gov
ernment upon the several states for its vitality. On the twelfth

of September, the committee to " revise the Articles" submit-

ted the following resolution to Congress, which was adopted:
" Resolved nnanimoiisly. That the said report, with the reso-

lutions and letters accompanying the same, be transmitted to

the several Legislatures, in order to be submitted to a conven-
tion of delegates chosen in each state by the people thereof, in

conformity to the resolves of the convention, made and pro-

vided in that case."

Such, in brief outline, is the history of the Confederation, and
of our Federal Constitution as it came from the skillful pen of

Gouverneur Morris.t a member of the convention. Sufficient

* The following are the names of the delegates:

New Hamps/tire, John Langdon, John Pickering, Nicholas Gilman, aii-i

Benjamin West.

Mas.uie/msetts, Francis Dana, Elhridge Gerry, Natli^iel Gorham, Rnfu.-

King, and Caleb Strong.

Coniieclicul, William Samuel Johnson, Roger Sherman, and Oliver Ell^.

worth.

New Y'ork, Robert Yates, John Lansing. Jun., and Alexander Hamilton.

Neto Jersey, David Brearle.v, William Cliurcliill Houston, William Pater

Bon, John Neilson, William t^ivingston, Abraham Clark. and Jonathan Dajton.
Pennsylvania, Thomas Mifflin, Robert Morris. George Clynier, Jared In

gersoll, Thomas Fitzsimons, James Wilson, Gouverneur Morris, and Benja
min Franklin.

Delaware, George Reed, Gunning Bedford, Jun., John Dickinson, Richard

Bassetl, and Jacob Broom.

Maryland. James M'Henry. Daniel ofSt. Thomas Jenifer, Daniel Carroll,

John Francis Mercer, and Luther Martin.

Virginia, George Washington, Patrick Henry, Edmund Randolph, Johr
Blair, James Madison, Jun., George Mason, and George Wythe. Patrick

Henry having declined his appointment as deputy, James M'Clure was nom
inated to supply his place.

iVm-(/i Carolina, Richard Caswell, Alexander Martin. William Richardsor

Davie, Richard Dobbs Spaight, and Willie Jones. Richard Ca.swell havinp

resigned, William Blount was appointed a deputy in his place. Willie Jones
having also declined his appdintmeiit. was supplied by Hugh Williamson.

Siiuih Carolina, John Hutledge, Charles Pinckney, Charles Cotesworth

Pinckney. and Pierce Butler.

Georgia, William Few, Abraham Baldwin, William Pierce, George Wal
ton, William Houston, and Nathaniel Pendleton.

t Gouverneur Morris was born at Morrisania, near Harlem, New York, on

thethirty-firstof January, 1752. Verj little is known of his early years. He
graduated at King's College in 1788, and in 1771 was licensed to practice law.

In 177.1 he wiis a member of the Provincial Congress of New York, and was
one of the committee appointed to draft the Constitution of the State of New
Y'ork. He was chosen a delegate to the ConUnental Conj^less in 1777, where
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as it has proven for the niition in its wonderful growth, it whose pen and sword had been identified with Washington

met with a host of o|)posers when it was submitted to the

people tor their action. State rights, sectional interests,

radical democracy, all had numerous friends, and these

formed the phalanx of opposition ; and all the persuasive

eloquence of its advocates, with pen and speech, was need-

ed to convince the people of its superiority to the Arti-

cles of Confederation, and the necessity for its ratification.

Among its ablest advocates was Alexander Hamilton,*

lie was very active. In 1781 he was made assistant superintendent of finance

with Robert Morris. In 1787 he was a member ol the convention which

framed the Constitution of the United States. He was chosen by his col-

leagues to arrange tlie amendments and other heterogeneous material into

the present perfect instrument of government. In 1792 he was appointed

minister to France, where he remained two years. He was elected United

Slates Senator in 1800, where his abilities and political sagacity made him one

of its most useful members. He died in I81R, at the age of sixty four years

Gouverneur Morris was a vigorous political writer. He had attentively stud-

ied the antecedents of the American Revolution, and fully comprehended the

great springs of democratic action which produced its wonderful results. He
.'egarded the trial and acquittal of John Peter Zenger (see page 78(i)'as one oi

tlie most important of those antecedents, and expressed the unqualified opinion

that that trial was "the germ of American freedom—the morning star of that

liberty which subsequently revolutionized America."—See Adilrtss nf 3. W.
Francis, M.D., on the fortieth Anniversary of the New York Historical Society.

* Alexander Hamilton was born on the island of Nevis, British We.st In

dies, on the eleventh of January, 1757. He was of Scottish descent by his

father; French by his mother. He received a fair education, and in 17R9 be

came a clerk to Nicholas Cruger. a merchant 'of St. Croix. He devoted all

(lis leisure moments to study, and a production of his pen procured the co-

jperation of his friends in sending him to New York to he tlioroughly edu

sated. He was placed in a grammar school in New Jersey, under the tuition

»f Francis Barber, who afterward became a distinguished officer of the Uev-

)\ution. He entered King's (Columbia) College in 1773, and at the age of

«e>eiiteen appeared as a .speaker at public meetings. He wrote political

pamphlets in 1774 and 177.S, which gave him great reputation. The Revolu

tion now broke out, and he entered the military field as an artillery captain.

In that capacity he fought at White Plains, was with his company at Trenton

and Princeton, and remained in the field until the first of March, 1777, when

durin? almost the whole war. lie gave to its advocacy the

whole weight of his character and power of his genius, and,

aided by Jay and Madison, he scattered broadcast among the

people those able papers called The Federalist. These, like

Paine's Crisis, stirred the masses, and soon eleven states, in

convention assembled, gave it their support. It thus became
the organic law of the nation, and under its provisions George

Washington, by a unanimous vote, was elected the first chief

magistrate of the nation, with John Adams as Vice-president.

Washington was certified of his election on the fourteenth of

April, 1789, at Mount Vernon, and two days afterward he was
on his way toward New York, the chosen seat of the Federal

government. We have already had occasion to notice the

honors which attended him in his journey from Mount Vernon

to New York. It was like a triumphal procession. He arrived

there on the twenty third of April.* and on the thirtieth

of the same month the oath of office was administered

to him by Chancellor Livingston,' upon the balcony of the old

Federal Hall, in the presence of a vast concourse of gratified

citizens. That was the crowning act of the Revolution—thi n
constitutional republicanism, pure, vigorous, and abiding, was
first inaugurated upon earth.

IV.

British Pbiso.vs and Prison Ships.

Associations of intense horror are linked with the memory
and the records of the cruelties practiced and sufferings en-
dured in the prisons and prison ships at New York, in which
thousands of captive patriots were from time to time incar-

cerated during the war for Independence. Those who were

Washington appointed him his aid de-camp, with the rank of lieutenant col
onel. He was Washington's chief secretary and confidential aid until 1781,
when, with the same rank, he obtained the command of a light corps. With
these he fought bravely at Yorktown, under La Fayette. He left the army,
and m 1782 was admitted to practice at the bar of the Supreme Court of New
York, and became a member of Congress. His pen was always busy upon
national subjects, and by it he did much, with others (see page 384, voluitie
i.), in preparing the people in favor of the Federal Constitution. His grent
financial knowledge caused Washington to choose him for his first Secretary
of the Treasury, and he was very useful to the president during bis whole ad
ministration. In the winter of 1804 he became involved in a political dispute
with Colonel Aaron Burr, by whom he was challenged to mortal combat.
They fought on the twelfth of July, at Weehawken, on the west hank of the
Hud.son. and Hamilton was mortally wounded. He was taken across the
river to the house of Mr. Bayard, near Greenwich Village, where he expired
soon after the arrival of his wife and children. 1 hat widow of forty-eight
years yet (December, 1852; see page 40H) lives, an honored denizen of the
Federal metropolis. The Americ
abler supporter than Alexander Ha
Grange, after the seat of his pater

on the bank of the Harlem River,

front of it is a group of thrifty elii

by his own hand, and named tlieni

All are straight and comely hut on

in republic never had a truer friend nor
milton. Hie country residence, called TM
lal grandfather in Scotland, is yet standing

near Fort Washington. On the lawn in

s, consisting of thirteen, which he planted

after the several original thirteen states.

: ; that one is very crooked-
* The Bible upon which Washington laid Ins hand when this oath was ad

ministered was then, and is now, the property of St. John's Lodge of Free
masons. It is preserved as a most precious memento.

t This is a view of the old Federal Hall, which stood on the site of the
present Custom Hou.se in Wall Street, at the head of Broad Street. Tlie
view is from Wall Street, looking toward Broadway. Upon the balcony seen
in front, the oath of office was administered to Washington. It was erected
at the beginning of the last century. Its upper part projected over Uie side
walk, and formed an open arcade. Apartment* in it were used as jails, until
the erection of the " new jail," the provost prison of the Revolution.
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made prisoners on land were contincd in the foul jails of the

city, while captive seamen, and sometimes soldiers too, were

kept for months in floating dungeons,

" doomed to famine, shackles, and desjtair.

Condemned to breathe a foul, infected air

In sickly hulks, devoled while they lay -

Successive funerals gloomed each dismal day."

Philip Kreneau.*

We have before observed that the prisoners taken in the battle

near Brooklyn in August, and at Fort Washington in Novem-

hiT, 177G,t almost four thousand in all, were contiiied in prisons

in the city of New York. Probably more than a thousand pri-

vate citizens, arrested by the British on suspicion or positive

proof of their being active Whigs, were also made prisoners,

and at the close of the year, at least live thousand American

captives were in the power of the invaders. The only prisons

proper in the city were the "New Jail" and the "New Bride-

well." The former, entirely altered in appearance, is the pres-

ent Hall of Records in the Park, east of tlie City Hall ; the lat-

ter stood between the present City Hall and Broadway. These

were quite insufKcient, and the three spacious sugar-houses

then in the city, some of the Dissenting churches, Columbia

College, and the Hospital, were all used as prisons. The dis-

astrous eftects of the great fire in September, the demands of

the British army for supplies, the indolent indifference of Sir

William Howe, and the cruel conduct of Cunningham,- the

provost marshal, combined to produce intense sufi'ering among
the prisoners.

Van Cortlandt's Sugar-house, which stood at the northwest

corner of Trinity churchyard, corner of Thames and Lumber

Streets ; Rhinelander's, on the corner of William and Duane

Streets, now (1852) Lightbody's Printing-ink Manufactory ; and
- _ _______ the more emi-

"'^i'^^ "^: '"

'

nently histor-

ical one on

Liberty Street

(numbers 34

and 36 ), a few
feet eastward

of the Middle

Dutch church,

now the Post-

office, were the

most spacious

buildings in the

city, and an-

swered the pur-

poses of pris-

ons very well. Rhinelander's is the only one remaining, the

wne on Liberty Street having been demolished in June, 1840,

and Van Cortlandt's during the summer of I85i The North

Dutch church, yet standing on William Street, between Fulton

ttHd Ann, was made to contain eight hundred prisoners, after

taking out the pews and using them for fuel,} and placmg n

rtoor across from gallery to gallery. For about two months

several hundred prisoners were huddled together in the Mid-

dle Dutch church (see page 83.")), when they were removed,

and it was converted into a riding-school, after taking out the

pews § The " Brick church," yet standing in the triangle be-

I have had frequent occasion to quote for epigraphs, appn>priate sen

fences from llie ter-e rhymes of Freneau. He was a sta.iii.h Wluj;, and liis

tween Park Row and Beckman and Nassau Streets, was used

for a prison a short time, when it, with the Presbyterian church

in Wall Street, the Scotch church in Cedar Street, and the

Friend's Meetinghou.^e in Liberty Street, were converted into

hospitals. The French church in Pine Street, and a portion ot

Van Cortlandt's Sugar-house, were used as magazines for ord-

nance and stores ; and the old City Hall (Federal Hall, page

864) was converted into a guard-house for the main guard of

the city. The latter had dungeons beneath it, wherein civil

ofticers, and afterward whale-boatmen and land marauders,

were confined. None of these buildings now remain except

the two Dutch churches and the " Brick church."

The " New Jail" was made a provost prison, where American

m

Van Cobtlakdt's Sugar house.

ay^-^A^/^^U^-^

-atires, ajmed at the opponents of the Revolution, were very popular. He
was for sometime a captive in the St-nrpion prison-ship, moored in the Hnd
»on, at New York, and has left a vivid poetic record of the sufferings of him

-elf and fellow-captives. He was a warm supporter of Mr Jeflersfin, and was

for many years an industrious political writer in favor of the Democratic

party. Mr. Freneau's remains are in his (amily burial ground at Freehold,

New Jersey, where the body of his venerable widow was placed at her death,

which occurred in \M% I am indebted to Dr. J. W. Krancis for the original

of the signature given above. t See pages RI0-S27.

X The mahogany pulpit was carefully removed, sent to I.ondon, and placed

in a ciiapel there.

\ The churi-h was not rep.aired until 17'<S, when it was re dedicated to

t'novosT Jail.*

officers and the most eminent Whigs who fell into the hand,*

of the British were confined. Here was the theatre of Cun-

ningham's brutal conduct toward the victims of his spite. The

prisoners were formally introduced to him, and their name,

age, size, and rank were recorded. They were then confined

in the gloomy cells, or to the equally loathsome upper cham-

ber, where the highest officials in captivity were so closely

crowded together, that when, at night, they laid down to sleep

upon the hard plank floor, they could change position only by

all turnina over at once, at the words risht—left. Their food

was scanty and of the poorest kind, often that which Cunning-

ham had exchanged at a profit for better food received from

their friends or the commissariat. Little delicacies brought by

friends of the captives seldom reached them, and the brutal

Cunnindiam would sometimes devour or destroy such ofl'er-

ings of att'oction, in the presence of his victims, to gratify his

cruel propensities. Thus for many months gentlemen of for-

tune and education, who had lived in the enjoyment of the lux-

uries and refined pleasures of elegant social life, were doomed

to a miserable existence, embittered by the coarse insults of an

ignorant, drunken Irish master, or to a speedy death caused

by such treatment, the want of good food, and fresh air, and

innumerable other suflerings, the result, in a great measure, of

the criminal indifference (it may be commands) of Loring.

Sproat, and Lennox, commissaries ofprisoners at various times.

Still greater cruelties were practiced upon the less conspicuous

prisoners, and many were hanged in the gloom of night, with-

out trial or known cause for the foul murder.t And yet, in the

Christian worship, by Reverend Jolin Livingston, I). D., as chief ofriciating

clergyman. The bell which formerly hung in tlie lower is now in a church

in Ninth Street, New York, where it may be heard every Sabbath.

* This was a small stone building, nearly square in form, and three stories

in height, erected in "the fields" in IT.iS. Its old walls now form a part of

the Hall nj Rtcords. The main entrani-e to the prison was on the south.

It had two lobbies, with strong barricades between the external and internal

ones. On the right of the entrance was the room occupied by Cunningham,

and opposite was that of Sergeant O'Keefe, his deputy in office and cruelty.

A grated door was at the bottom of the stairs leading to the second and third

floors. The northwest chamber on the second floor was devoted to officers

and civilians of highest rank, and was called, in derision. Congress Hall. The

late venerable John Pintard related the following anecdote ol O'Keefe: As

the Americans were moving down Chatham to Pearl Street, on the day of

the British evacuation, O'Keefe thought it time for him to depart. A tew

British subjects, convicted of various crimes, were yet in his custody. As

he was leaving, one of them inquired, " Sergeant, what is to become of us?"

' You may all go to the devil." he replied, in anger, as he threw the keys upon

the floor behind him. "Thank you. sergeant," was the answer; " we have

had loo much ofyour company ir. this world to follow you to the next."

t nuring the whole time of the occupation of the city by the British, a

gallows stood upon the brow of a hill, near the site of Burton's Theater, in

Chambers Street. It was called Gallows Hill, and overb.oked the Fresh

Water Pond, and the little island near the junction of Center and Pearl

Streets, whereon for many years a powder house stood. From this circura

stance, that portion of Pearl Street was long called Magazine Street. The

execution of American prisoners generally took place soon after midnight

The victims were accompanied to the gallows by Cunningham and his depu

ty.with a guard of eight men, and mer.-ilessly murdered by the cord. When
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presence of the known fact that British power administered by
military despotism was the cause of these sutferings, that in-

famous time-server, Hugh Gaine, who six months previously
was professedly a zealous patriot, dared to insult truth and

a Nov. 25, common honesty by publishing in his paper" false-

1776. hoods like this : "There are now five thousand pris-

oners in town, many of them half naked. Congress, desert-

ing the poor wretches, has sent them neither provisions nor
clothing, nor paid attention to their distress, or that of their

families. Their situation must have been doubly deplorable,

but for the humanity of the king's nfficers. Every possible atten-

tion has been given, considering their great numbers and nec-

essary confinement, to alleviate their distress arising from guilt,

sickness, and poverty."

The heart sickens at the recital of the sufferings of these

patriots, and we turn in disgust from the view which the pen
of faithful history reveals. Let us draw before it the vail of

forgetfulness, and, while contemplating the cruelties and woes
of that hour of the past, listen to the suggestions of Christian

charity, which observes that much of the general suflering was
the result of stern neces.sity, and thHt the cry of individual

wrongs, inflicted by Cunningham and his liirelings, did not

often reach the ears of the more humane officers of the British

ai'my.

Next to the provost prison, the sugar-house in Liberty Street

was most noted

for the sufferings

of captive patri-

ots. It was a

dark stone build-

ing, five stories

in height, with

small deep win-

dows like port-

holes, giving it

the appearance

ofa prison. Each
story was di-

vided into two
apartments. A
large, barred

door opened up-

on Liberty Street, and from another, on the southeast side, a

stair-way led to gloomy cellars, which were used as dungeons.

\round the whole building was a passase a few feet wide, and

•here, day and niglit, British and Hessian sentinels patroled.

'llie whole was inclosed by a wooden fence nine feet in height.

Within this gloomy jail the healthy and the sick, white and
black, were indiscriminately thrust ; and there, during the sum-
mer of 1777. many died from want of exercise, cleanliness, and

fresh air. " In the suffocating heat of summer," says Dunlap,

"I saw every aperture of those strong walls filled with human
heads, face above face, seeking a portion of the external air."

At length, in July, 1777, a jail fever was created, and great

numbers died. During its prevalence the prisoners were
marched out in companies of twenty, to breathe the fresh air

for half an hour, while those within divided themselves into

parties of six each, and there alternately enjoyed the privilege

of standing ten minutes at the windows. They had no seats,

and their beds of straw were filled with vermin. They might
have exchanged this horrid tenement for the comfortable quar-

ters of a British soldier by enlisting in the king's service, but

very few would thus yield their principles. They each pre-

ferred to be among the dozen bodies which were daily carried

out in carts and cast into the ditches and morasses beyond the

city limits. Sheds, stables, and other outhouses received hund-
reds of prisoners, who suffered terribly from cold and hunger
during the winter succeeding their capture at Fort Washing,
ton. F"ew now live to recite their experience of this horrid

sacrifice to the demon of discord, and humanity would gladly

drop a tear upon this chapter of the dark record of man's
wrongs, and blot it out forever. Escapes, death, exchange of

prisoners, and a more humane policy, gradually thinned the

ranks of the sufferers in the city prisons, and when peace came,

flesh anJ blood wpre wanting, effij:ies were often BUApended upon that pihbet

;

and for a long tune a tolerably correct portrait of John Hancock might be

seen dangling iVom the cross-beam.

* Tliis IS from a sketc h by Mr. William J. Davis, of New York, to whose

ocurtesy I am indebted for a knowledge of many interesting relics of tlie

" olden time" in the city.

Sugar-house in Libertv Street.*

few were left therein to come out and join in the general jubi-

lee. Hundreds had left their brief records upon the walls and
beams (the initials of their names), which remained until these

prisons were demolished.*

Prison-ships.

The sufferings of American captives in British hulkt were
greater even than those in the prisons on land. We have al-

ready alluded to the woes of those captured at Savannah and
Charleston ; we will now note briefly the condition of those
at New York.

The prison-ships were intended for seamen taken on the

ocean, yet some soldiers were confined in them. Tfte first

vessels used for the purpose were the transports in which cat-

tle and other stores were brought by the British in 1776.

These lay in Gravesend Bay, and there many of the prisoners

taken in the battle near Brooklyn were confined until the Brit-

ish took possession of New York, when they were removed to

prisons in the city, and the transports were anchored in the

Hudson and East Rivers. In 1778 the hulks of decaying ships

were moored in the Wallabout or Wallabocht, a sheltered

bay on the Long Island shore, where the present Navy Yard
is. There, in succession, thf Whitby, Gond Hope, Scorpion.

Prince of Wales, Falmouth, Hunter, Siromboli, and half a dozen
of less note were moored, and contained hundreds of Ameri
can seamen captured on the high seas.t The sufferings of

these captives were intense, and at the close of 1779 they set

fire to two of them, hoping to secure either liberty or death.

They felt it

" Better the greedy wave should swallow all,

Better to meet the death-conducting ball,

Belter to sleep on "ocean's oozy bed.

At once destroyed and numbered with the dead,

Than thus to perish in the face of day.

Where twice ten thousand deaths one death deb\

.

In 1780, the Jersey, originally a sixty-four gun ship (but, be-

cause unfit for service, was dismantled in 177G), was placed in

The Jeksky Prison ship.j

the Wallabout, and used as a prison-ship till the close of the

war, when she was left to decay on the spot where her victims

had suffered. Her companions were the Stromboli, Hunter,

and Scorpion, then used as hospitals. The latter was moored
in the Hudson, toward Paulus's Hook. The large number con-

fined in the Jersey, sometimes more than a thousand at a time,

and the terrible sufferings which occurred there, have made
her name pre-eminent, and her history a synonym for prison

ships during the war. Her crew consisted of a captain, two

mates, cook, steward, and a dozen sailors. She had also a

guard of twelve old invalid marines, and about thirty soldiers.

* When the Liberty Street Sugar liou.se was taken down, some of its tint

bers were converted into canes and other objects, by persons of antiquarian

ta.ste. Among the.se was Mr. David Barker, a merchant of New York, wh<i

possessed a cane made of the wood. Toward the close of 18.51, he commu
nicated, through a city paper, his desire to present the cane to a survivor ol

the sugar house prisoners, if one was living. Several claimed the prize, all

of whom were undoubtedly prisoners there. In determining the award b>

lot, the precious relic fell to Levi Hanford, of Walton, Delaware county. New
York, who is yet (November, 1852) living in the enjoyment of fair health and
vigor. He was confined in the sugar house for seventeen months.

t The venerable Jeremiah Johnson, ex m.njor of Brooklyn, who died in

October, IS.";!, deposited in the Naval Lyceum a very valuable plan of the

Wallabout as it was in the Revolution, showing the position of the several

prison-ships, the houses upon the shore, burial place of the victims, &c.

J This is from a sketch in Recnlln-Unns fifthe Jersey fr!snn-s/tip, prepared

from the manuscript of Thoma.s Bring, a prisoner, by All.ort G. Greene, E.sq .

of Providence, Rhode Island. The tent seen upon the quarterdeck near th-

stern. was used by the guard for a covering during hot weather. A flag slafl

for signals was in the center. On the quarter deck was a barricade, ten fee'

in height, with a door and loop holes on each side. The officers' cabin and tlie

steerage for the sailors were under the quarter deck.
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drafted tVoni British and Hessian corps lying on Long Island.

These were the jailers of the American captives, and were the

instruments of great cruelty. Unwholesome food, foul air,

filth, and despondency soon produced dieeases of the most ma-
lignant nature. Dysentery, smallpox, and prison fever were
the most prevalent, and, for want of good nurses and medical
attendants, they died by scores on the Jersey and the hospital

ships. The voice of human synipatliy seldom reached the ears

of the captives, and despair was the handmaid of contagion.

No systematic efforts for their relief were made, and, because
of the contagious character of the diseases, no person ever vis-

ited the hulks to bestow a cheering smile or a word of conso-

lation.* All was funeral gloom, and hope never whispered its

cheering promises there. When the crews of privateers were
no longer considered prisoners of war by the British (see page

!J50), the number of captives in confinement fearfully increased,

and Congress had no adequate equivalents to exchange. Pol-

icy, always heartless, forbade the exchange of healthy British

prisoners for emaciated Americans, and month after month the

hapless captives suffered, and then died.

The name and character of each prisoner were registered

when he first came on board, lie was then placed in the

hold, frequently with a thousand others, a large portion of them
covered with filthy rags, often swarming with vermin. In

messes of si.x they received their daily food every morning, '

which generally consisted of moldy biscuit filled with worms,
damaged peas, condemned beef and pork, sour flour and meal,

rancid butter, sometimes a little filthy suet, but never any veg-

etables. Their meat was boiled in a large copper kettle. Those
who had a little money, and managed to avoid robbery by the

British underlings, sometimes purchased bread, sugar, and

other niceties, which an old woman used to bring alongside

the hulk in a little boat.t Every morning the prisoners brought

up their bedding to be aired, and, after washing the decks, they

were allowed to remain above till sunset, when they were or-

dered below with imprecations, and the savage cry, "Dovv-n,

rebels, down I" The hatches were then closed, and in serried

ranks they laid down to sleep, if possible, in the putrid air and

stifling heat, amid the sighs of the acutf;ly distressed and the

izroans of the dying. Kach morning the harsh order came be-

low, " Rebels, turn out your dead!" The dead were selected

from the living, each sewed in his blanket, if he had one, and

thus conveyed in a boat to the shore by his companions under

a guard, and hastily buried.

" Ry feeble hands Iheir shallow graves were made;

Nti etttne-niemorial o'er their corpses laid.

In barren sands, and far from home, they lie,

No friend to shed a tear when passing by."

Fbeneav.

Several times successful attempts at escape were made, and

these drew the cords of captivity closer, until the name of

" Hell" for the Jersey was a proper synonym. Various minute

accounts of the sufferings of the prisoners have been publish-

ed, the substance of which, with other interesting matter con-

cerning the prisons and prison-ships at New York, may be

found in Onderdonk's Reiolutionary Incidents, ii., 207-250 in-

clusive.

So shallow were the graves of the dead on the shores of the

VVallabout, that while the ships were yet sending iorth their

victims, tlie action of the waves and the drifting of the loose

sand often exposed the bones of those previously buried.

Year after year this revolting exhibition might be seen, and yet

no steps were taken to preserve the remains of the martyred

.<. Feb. 10, patriots, until 1803,^ when Samuel L. Mitchill pre-

1S0.3. sented a memorial to Congress, in behalf of the Tam-

many Society of New York, soliciting a tomb for the Martyrs.

This petition caused propositions for the erection of a great

number of monuments, ordered by the Continental Congress

to be reared in memory of various revolutionary worthies.

The prayer of the petitioners was not granted, and no further

legislative action was had. The Tammany Society resumed

* rhilip Freneau related a remarkable fact to his friend. Dr. Framis. He

says that while Northern and Southern men, used to different climates, were

crowded together during the rage of the pestilence, many of whom had never

lieen inoculated for small pox, at least sixty or seventy of them, now for The

first time exposed to the disease, escaped its effects.

t This was a corpulent old woman known as " Dame Grant." She visited

the ship every alternate day. Her boat was rowed by two boys, who deliv

ered what she brought in parcels, with the price affixed. She at length be

came a victim to the diseases of the hulk, and her death was a great loss to

Lhn captives.

Ihl Ami ciiA>iutii 1

the consideration of the subject in the winter of 1807, appoint

ed a committee, and on the thirteenth of April, 1808, the corner

stone of a vault for the remains was laid, with imposing cere-

monies upon land presented for the purpose by John Jackson,

Esq., situated on the southwestern verge of the Navy Yard,

near the termination of Front Street, at Hudson Avenue, Brook-

Ij-n. Joseph D. Fay, Esq., delivered an eloquent address on

the occasion. On the twenty-sixth of May, 1808, a grand funer-

al procession, formed of societies and citizens of New York and

Brooklyn, marched to the finished vault, and there, in the pres-

ence of at least fifteen thousand persons, thirteen cofiins, tilled

with remains taken from the shore of the Wallabout, were
placed in it.* Doctor Benjamin Dewitt delivered a pathetic

funeral oration to the vast crowd, " while tears of .sj-mpathy

bediramed their eyes." A small wooden building was erected

over the vault, as an

ante-chamber, intended

/ to be temporary. In
-"•* front of it was placed

a wooden fence, with

thirteen posts, and upon

the bars were painted

the names of the origin-

al thirteen states. The
ante-chamber yet (1852)

remains, and some of

the posts are yet there,

but the original design

has never been accom
plished. Forty -four

years have elapsed, and

yet no enduring monu-

ment has been raised to

the memory of those martyrs for freedom. Efforts toward

that end are now in progress. A committee has been appoint-

ed in Brooklyn, and it is to be hoped that a worthy memorial

will be speedily reared upon the spot.

\\

BoABD OF War and Ordnance.

On the twelfth of June, 1776, Congress resolved that a com-

mittee of five should be appointed " by the name of the Board

of War and Ordnance ;" to have a secretary and one or more

clerks. On the following day, John Adams, Roger Sherman,

Benjamin Harrison, James Wilson, and Edward Rutledge

were elected commissioners, and Richard Peters, secretary.

The duties of the Board were to consist in obtaining and keep

ing an alphabetical register of all officers of the land forces in

the service of the United States, their rank and, dates of com-

missions ; an exact account of all artillery and military stores

;

an account of the troops in the respective colonies ; to forward

all dispatches for Congress to the colonies and the armies ; to

superintend the raising, fitting out, and dispatching all land

forces, under the general direction of Congress ; to have charge

of all prisoners of war, and to keep correct copies, in books,

of all the correspondence and dispatches of the Board. The

secretary and clerks were required to take an oath of secrecy

before enterins upon their duties. The salary of the secretary

was fixed at the rate of eight hundred dollars a year ; of the

clerks, two hundred and sixty six dollars and sixty-six cents.

A seal was adopted soon after the organization of the Board,

of which the engraving on the next page is an exact copy. Ad-

ditions were made to the number of the commissioners, and

there were frequent changes in the administration of its aflairs.

Owing to the extent of the field of war, subordinate boards were

authorized in February, 1778. These were to consist of the

commanding officers of artillery in any division of the grand

army, the eldest colonel in the camp, and the chief engineer,

who were to have the general supervision of the ordnance de-

* The number of American pri.soners buried at the VVallabout is not

known. At the time of the interment in 1808, it was staled to be mnre than

eleven ihottsand. Among the remains gathered and deposited in tlie vault at

the Navy Yard, are doubtless many Briti.-h and Hessian soldiers, known to

have been buried there. Of course, no distinct on could he made when the

remains were collected. They probably form a very small part of the gather

ed relics of the mailyrs.

f This is a sketch of the ante chamber, taken from Hudson Avenue. Tbe
building is eight feet square, and ten in height. ITpon the cupola, surmount

ed by an eagle perched upon a globe, are long inscriptions, all irrelevant

except the one upon the west side, which contains a brief history of the in

terment.
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l)artment of the camp and field, under the commander-in-chief

of the division.

A new Board was organized in Novtmher, 1777, consisting

of three persons not members of Congress, to sit in the jiiace

I Feb., 1781.

Seal of the Board of War.

where Congress should be in session. This Board was com-
posed of General Mifflin, and Colonels T. Pickering and Robert

H. Harrison. They were each to have a salary of two thou-

sand dollars a year. Mr. Harrison declined the service, and on
the twenty seventh, General Gates, Colonel .loseph Trumbull,

and Richard Peters were elected commissioners. Gates was
appointed President of the Board, and at the same time he re-

tained his rank and pay of major general in the army. Col-

onel Pickering and Mr. Peters, who were the •' acting memliers

of the Board," received each a salary of four thousand dollars

a year. In October, 1778, another organization of the Board
took place. It consisted of two members of Congress, a jd

three persons not members, any three to constitute a quorum
for business. The salary of the secretary, at that time, was
increased to two thousand dollars.

On the new organization of the civil government, under the

Articles of Confederation, Congress made another arrange-

ment, and resolved to elect a Secretary of War «

Richard Peters continued to discharge the duties

of the Board until October :!Oth. 1781, when General Lincoln

was elected Secre

tary of War, with a

-y-^^^ salary of five thou

'^--?^5y *<''"il dollars a year.

_ Peters then resign-

' ed, and received

the thanks of Con
gress for liis in

du^try and fidelity

Lincoln held the office until the close of the war.

VI.

Signers of the Declaration of Independence.

It is a fact worthy of special record, and one which ought to

excite the hone.=t pride of every American, that not one of that

noble band who pledged life, fortune, and honor to the sup-

port of American independence, ever fell from his high moral
position before the world, or dimmed, by word or deed, that

brilliant page of history on which their names are written. In

the following brief sketches of their public career this fact is

illustrated. Correct portraits of forty-nine of the fifty six sign-

ers will be found in the frontispiece to the second volume of
this work. The group in the center of the plate represents

ihe committee who prepared the Declaration, as arranged by
Trumbull in his celebrated picture of the event. I have ar-

ranged the sketches in the order of States as they appear in the

Journals of Congress.

New Hampshire.

Josiah Barthtt was born at Amesbury, Massachusetts, in No-

vember, 1729. He studied the science of medicine, and com-
menced the practice of a physician at Kingston, in New Hamp-
shire. There he soon became a politician, was elected a mem-
ber of the Colonial Legislature, and was always found in oppo-

sition to measures of oppression, unmindful of the fiatteries

and bribes of the chief magistrate. He was one of a Commit-

tee ot .Safety in 1775, held the office of colonel of a militia regi-

ment, and, at tlie close of the year, was elected to a seat in the

Continental Congress. He voted for independence, and was
the first to sign the Declaration, after John Hancock. He sub-

sequently filled the offices of Judge of Common Pleas and of

the Supreme Court of his state, and in the convention to con-

sider the Federal Constitution, he took an active part in the

affirmative. He was elected first president, and then governor
of New Hampshire. He died May 19th, 1795, in the sixty-sixth

year of his age.

William Whipple was born at Kittery, in Maine, in 1730. He
was partially educated at a common school, and at an early age
went to sea. In 1759 he commenced business as a merchant
at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. He was chosen a representa-

tive in the Provincial Congress of that state in 1775, and in

1776 he was elected a member of the Continental Congress.

In 1777 he was made a brigadier general of the New Hamp-
shire militia, and was active in calling out troops to oppose
Burgoyne. He was in the battles at Stillwater and Saratoga,

assisted in negotiations for the surrender of Burgoyne, and
was one of the officers who conducted the captive army to

Cambridge. He remained in active public service, and in 1782
was appointed a judge of the Superior Court of New Hamp-
shire. He died on the twenty-eighth of November, 1785, in

the fifty fifth year of his age.

Matthew Thoriilon was born in Ireland in 1714. He came
to America, -yvith his parents, at the age of three years. His
father first settled at Wiscasset, in Maine, but soon went to

Worcester, Massachusetts, where his son received an academic
education. He studied for, and became a physician, and in

1745 was appointed surgeon to the New Hampshire troops in

tlie expedition against Louisburg. He also held royal commis-
sions as justice of the peace and colonel of militia. He was
chosen a delegate for New Hampshire to the Continental Con-
gress in 1776, and during that year he was made chief justice

of the Court of Common Pleas of New Hampshire. He was
soon raised to the bench of the Superior Court. He died on
tlie twenty-fourth of June, 1803, while on a visit to his friends

in Massachusetts.

Massachusetts.

Samuel Adams was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on the

twenty-second of September, 172i He was educated for the

ministry at Harvard College, but, preferring politics to theolo-

gy, he never took orders. During the ten years of excitement
preceding the Revolution, Mr. Adams was a conspicuous leader

on the popular side. In the Continental Congress, where he
was a representative of his native state, he was one of thi

warmest advocates for independence. After he left Congress
he was very active in Massachusetts, especially in framing thi

State Constitution, under which he was chosen governor. He
was a man eminently fitted for the times in which he lived,

and he made a powerful impression upon the political features

of his generation. He died on the second of October, 1803, at

the age of eighty-one years.

John Adams was born at Quincy, Massachusetts, on the

nineteenth of OctoVier, 1735. He graduated at Harvard Uni-

versity, at till 'n of tw< nty ytars and «oon afteiwird com
menced the pi ic

tice of the law in

Boston. He was
brought promi
nently into p( lit

ical life by his dt

fense of Captiin

Preston aftei tlie

" Boston M is=i

ere" in 1770 and

he was electi d a

member of tne

Massachu.setts Legislature. He was elected to the Continentfil

Congress in 1774, where he was always a leading spirit. He
was sent on missions to England and Holland, and on his re-

turn he assisted in framing a constitution for his state. He
assisted in negotiating peace with Great Britain, and was our
first minister to London. He was elected vice-president of

the United States in 1789, and president in 1797. He retired to

Quincy in 1801, and engaged but little in public life afterward.

He died on the fourth of July, 1826, at the age of ninety one
years.

John Hancock was born at Quincy, Massachusetts, in 1737.

Adams s RtsiDi-NCF at Ulincy
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[Ii- graJuateJ iit IlurvarJ College in 1754, and entered into nier-

antile life with his uncle, a wealthy merchant of Boston, who
was childless, and adopted him as a son. He was successively

elected a selectman of Boston and a member of the General

Court. He became very popular, and on the formation of the

Provincial Congress of his state, he was elected its president.

In 1775 he was made president of the Continental Congress,

and in that capacity placed his bold signature tirst to the great

Declaration. Ill health compelled him to leave Congress, but

not the duties of public life. He assisted in forming a Consti-

tution for his native state, and served as governor under it from

1780 till 1793, with the exception of one year. He died of the

gout on the eighth of October, 1793, in the tiftyfifth year of his

age. His residence is delineated on page 507, volume i.

Robert Treat Paine was a native of Massachusetts, born in

1731. He graduated at Harvard College, studied theology, and

was a chaplain in the army, on the frontier, in 1758. He after-

ward turned his attention to the study of the law, and became
a good practitioner. He was brought into public life by acting

for the attorney general in the trial of Captain Preston, which

case he managed with great ability. He was a delegate from

Massachusetts in the Continental Congress of 1774, and was

there again in 1776. Under the Massachusetts Constitution,

adopted in 1780, he was appointed attorney general. He held

that office until 1796, when he was elevated to the bench of the

.Supreme Court of his state. He resigned in 1804, and was ap-

pointed one of the state" counselors. In the course of a year

li#retired from public life. He died on the eleventh of May,

1814, in the eighty-third year of his age.

Elbridge Gerry was born in Marblehead, Massachusetts, on

the seventeenth of July, 1744. He graduated at Harvard Col-

lege in 1702. and prepared for commercial life. He was elect-

ed to the Massachusetts Legislature in 1773, was chosen a

member of the Provincial Congress in 1774, and was soon aft-

erward sent a delegate to the Continental Congress. He held

a front rank in tliat body on commercial and naval subjects,

and was a very useful committee-man. He was opposed to the

('ederal Constitution, but yielded his opinion when it became

the organic law of the republic. He was appointed an envoy

to France in 1797. and was popular there. He was elected

u'overnor of Massachusetts on his return, afterward was made

vice-president of the United States, and died in Washington

City, while holding that oHice, on the twenty-third of Novem-

ber, 1814.

Rhode Island.

Stephen Hopkins was born at Scituate (then a part of Provi-

dence), Rhode Island, on the seventh of March, 1707. He was

a selftaught man. He was a member and speaker of the

Rhode Island Assembly, and in 1754 was a member of a con-

vention of delegates from the several colonics held at Albany.

He wrote and acted against the unjust measures of the mother

country, long before the Revolution. He was a member of the

first Continental Congress in 1774, and was also a member in

1776. He left that body in 1778, and was subsequently a mem-

ber of the Legislature of his native state, where he was highly

esteemed. He died on the nineteenth of July, 1785, in the sev-

enty-eighth year of his age. His monument is delineated on

page 56 of this volume.

William EUery was born at Newport, Rhode Island, on the

twenty-second of December, 1727. He graduated at Harvard

College in 1747, wljere he commenced the study and practice

of law in his native town. He was an early opponent of Brit-

ish misrule, and having the confidence of his fellow-citizens,

he was elected a delegate to the Continental Congress in 1776.

He sutlered much from the enemy during the war. He con-

tinued a member of Congress until 1785, at the saine time hold-

ing the office of judge of the Supreme Court of Rhode Island.

He was made first collector of the port of Newport, under the

provisions of the Federal Constitution, which office he held

until his death on the fifteenth of February. 1820, in the ninety-

second year of his age.

Connecticut.

Roger Sherman was born at Newtown, near Boston, on the

nineteenth of April, 1721. He was bred a shoemaker, and fol-

lowed that business until his twenty-second year, when he

opened a small store and studied law. He was admitted to

the bar in 1754, and was soon afterward elected a member of

the Connecticut Legislature. A few years aftervi'ard, he was

appointed a judge of the.Common Pleas, and was soon elevated

to the bench of the Superior Court of Connecticut. He waf

elected a member of the Continental Congress in 1775, where

his services were of great utility. He was one of the commit

tee appointed to draft the Declaration 9f Independence, and he

cheerfully signed that instrument. Ho continued a member
oi Congress until 1789. He died on the twenty-fifth of July.

1793, in the seventy-second year of his age.

Samuel Huntington was born in Windham, Connecticut, on

the second of July, 1732. He received only i common schoo"

education, but, choosing the law for a profession, he became so

proficient that he was appointed king's attorney. He was soon

raised to the bench of the Superior Court. In 1775 he was
elected a delegate to the Continental Congress, and was chosen

president of that body in 1779. He served several years in

Congress, at ditlerent times, and was always active in public

life in his native state. He was appointed chief justice of Con
necticut, elected lieutenant governor, and in 1786 he succeeded

Governor Griswold as chief magistrate. He died on the fifth

of January, 1796, in the sixty-fourth year of his age. His resi-

dence and tomb are delineated on pages 38, 39 of this volume.

William Williams was born in Connecticut on the eighteenth

of April, 1731, and graduated at Harvard College in 1751. He
studied theology, but abandoned it for the field of Mars. He
was the aid of his brother, who, with Hendrick, was killed near

Lake George in H.w. Alter his return, he was chosen clerk

pf his town, which office he held almost fifty years. He was a

member of the Connecticut Legislature for forty-live years.

He was a delegate in the Continental Congress in 1776, and

was a warm advocate of independence. He died on the tweu

tieth of August, 1811, in the eighty first year of his age. Hij

residence is delineated on page 35 of this volume.

Otiocr Wclcott was born in Connecticut in 1720. He grad

uated at Vale College in 1747. In 1774 he was elected a mem
ber of the Council of State, which office he held until 1786

He was a member ot the Continental Congress in 1776, and

was an active offi.cer throughout the Revolution. He was a

member of Congress until 178(), and was either in that body or

in the field the whole time. He was elected lieutenant gov

ernor of his state in 1786, wliich office he held until eleLti d

governor, ten years afterward. He died on the first of Decern

ber, 1797, in the seventy-second year of his age.

New York.

William Floyd was born on Long Island on the seventeenth

of December, 1734. He was an early patriot, and being opulent

and popular, he was chosen to represent that section of New
York in the Continental Congress of 1774. During the entire

war he was engaged in public life, and sutiered much loss ol

property at the hands of the British. He moved to the bank.n

of the Mohawk after the war, and there engaged in the deUght

ful pursuit of agriculture. He died on the fourth of August.

1821, in the eighty-seventh year of his age.

Philip Livingston was born in Albany, New York, on the

fifteenth of January, 1716. He grad-

uated at Y'ale College in 1737, and

then entered into mercantile busi-

ness in the city of New York, where

he was eminently successful. He
was an alderman, and in 1754 was a

member of the Colonial Convention

at Albany. He was a delegate in

Congress in 1776, and was one of the

committee who drafted the Decla-

ration of Independence. After the

adoption of the Constitution of his

state, he was a member of the Sen-

ate. He was also again elected a

member of Congress, but death soon

deprived his country of his services.

He died, while attending Congress, at

York, Pennsylvania, of dropsy in the LI^I^GSTo^ t, Mom
chest, on the twelfth of June, 1778, went at 'Vouk *

in the sixty-second year of his age.

* This monument is at York, Pennsylvania (see anlt, page 339), and bear."

the fulliiwing inscription :
" Sarred to tlie memory of the Jionnralile Phili/;

Lichfgsloii, wlin died June 12, 177S, aged sixty three years, while attend

ing tlie Congress of the United States at York, Pennsylvania, as a delegate

from the State of !*ew York. Eminently distinguished for his talents and re,-

titude, he deservediv eniovw-l ttie "otifideore of his country, and the love



870 SUPPLEMENT.

Francis Lewis was born in South Wales in 17)3. He was

partly educated in Scotland, and was then sent to Westminster.

He entered a mercantile house in London, and at the age of

twenty-one years came to America, and commenced business

in New York. He was an agent here of British merchants in

1756, and was made a prisoner and sent to France. He re-

turned to America, and became an active politician. He was

elected a delegate to the Continental Congress in 1775, and

ierved there for several years. He owned property on Long

Island, which the British destroyed. He died on the thirtieth

of December, 1803, in the ninetieth year of his age.

Lewis Morris was born in New York in 17-2f). He graduated

at Yale College in 1746, and then retired to the farm of his

father, in Lower West Chester, near Harlem. He took sides

with the patriots when the war broke out, and was sent to the

Continental Congress as a delegate in 1775. He was a member

in 1776, and continued in office until 1777, when he was suc-

ceeded by his brother, Gouverneur Morris. He suffered much

in loss of property during the war. He died in January, 1798,

in the seventy-second year of his age.

New Jersey.

Richard Stockton was born near Princeton, on the first ot

October, 1730. He gi'aduated at Princeton College in 1748,

studied, law with David Ogden, and rose rapidly to eminence.

He visited Great Britain in 1767, where he became acquainted

with many distinguished men. He was an ardent patriot, and

in 1776 was elected a delegate to the Continental Congress,

(n the autumn of that year, while returning from an official

visit to the Northern army, he was made prisoner, and was

t»-eated with much cruelty. His constitution became shattered

before his release, and, sinking gradually, he died on the twen-

ty-eighth of February, 1781, in the fifty-third year of his age.

fiis residence is delineated on page 242 of this volume.

John IVitherspoon was a native of Scotland, and was born on

tJie fifth of February, 1732. He was educated at Edinburgh,

studied divinity, and was ordained a minister in the Scotch

Church. He came to America, by invitation, in 1768, and was

inaugurated president of Princeton College, where he became

very popular. He was a warm patriot, and espoused the cause

of freedom with great energy. He was a delegate to the Con-

tinental Congress in 1776, and with pen and speech he ably

advocated American independence throughout the war. He
continued in Congress several years. His death occurred on

the fifteentli of November, 1794, at the age of seventy-two years.

Francis Hopkiiison was born in Pennsylvania in 1737. He
became distinguished in the profession of the law. and was al-

ways noted for his wit. He was a poet of considerable merit,

and wrote several pamphlets on political subjects. He was a

delegate from New Jersey (his residence being at Bordentown),

in the Continental Congress in 1776, and in 1780 he was elect-

ed judge of admiralty for the State of Pennsylvania. In 1790

he was appointed district judge in the same state. He died

in May, 1791, in the fifty-third year of his age. For his poem
called The Battle of the Kegs, see page 310 of this volume.

John Hart was born in New Jersey, at what precise time is

not recorded. He was a man of strong mind and decided prin-

ciples. He was an agriculturist by profession, and was called

from his plow to a seat in the Continental Congress in 1^74.

He remained there until after he had affixed his name to the

Declaration of Independence. He was an active patriot dur-

ing the war, and suffered much at the hands of the Loyalists.

Broken in constitution, Mr. Hart died in 1780, and was buried

at Rahway, New Jersey.

Abraham Clark was born at Elizabethtown, New Jersey, on

the fifteenth of February, 1726. He was a selftaught, strong-

minded, energetic man, able and willing to perform a variety

of service. He became very popular, and in 1776 he was elect-

ed a delegate in the Continental Congress. He was active in

the public affairs of his state until his death, which occurred

suddenly in the month of June, 1794, at the age of sixty-eight

years.

Pennsylvania.

Robert Morris was born in England in January, 1733, came

to this country while yet a child, and was educated in Phila-

delphia. He served an apprenticeship with a merchant, and

nd veneration ofbis friends and rliildn

muti-on, Stephen Van Rensselaer."

Tliifl monument is erected by hi

at twenty-one commenced business for himself Remarkable

for enercy, acuteness, and strict integrity, he was very success-

ful, and possessed the entire confidence of the community.

He was elected a member of the Continental Congress in 177C,

and throughout the war was considered the ablest financier in

the country. For a long time his individual credit was superior

to that of Congress itself. He lost an immense fortune, and

died in comparative poverty on the third of May, 1806, in the

seventy-third year of his age.

Benjamin Rush was born near Philadelphia on the twenty-

fourth of December, 1743, O.S. He graduated at Princeton

College in 1760, comVnenced the study of medicine the next

year, and in 1766 went to Edinburgh, where, two years after-

ward, he received the degree of M D. He returned to Phila-

delphia in 1769, where he was elected professor of chemistry

in the College of Pennsylvania. He was elected a member of

the Continental Congress in 1776, and from that period until

his death he took an active part in public affairs, politics, sci-

ence, and general literature. He stands in the highest rank of

American physicians and philosophers. Dr. Rush died on the

nineteenth of April, 1813, in the seventieth j'ear of his age.

Benjamin Franklin was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on

the seventeenth of January, 1706. He learned the business of

printing with his brother, and while yet a lad wrote many ex-

cellent articles for publication. He left his brother at the age

of seventeen years, went to New Y'ork, and from thence to

Philadelphia, in search of employment. He settled in the latter

city, became acquainted with men of learning and science,•d
finally went to London, where he worked at his trade for

some time. He returned to Philadelphia in 1732, and pursued

the profession of printer for many years with great success.

He was appointed clerk of the Pennsylvania Assembly in 1736,

and the next year, postmaster. He commenced a popular

magazine in 1741. He was very active in public affairs, and

was sent to England as agent for several of the colonies. He
returned to America in 1775, and was immediately elected a

delegate in the Continental Congress. He was appointed com-

missioner to the court of France in 1776, where he remained

several years in efficient service. He was the first minister to

that court, and assisted in negotiations for peace with Great

Britain. He returned to Philadelphia in 1785, when he was

elected president of Pennsylvania, and continued in office for

three years. He died on the seventeenth of April, 1790, in the

eighty fourth year of his age. On his death. Congress ordered

a general public mourning throughout the United States.

John Morton was born in Delaware, of .Swedish parents, in

1724. He took an active part in political affairs, and in 1765

was elected a delegate from Pennsylvania to the " Stamp Act

Congress," which assembled in New York. He filled various

civil offices in Pennsylvania, and in 1774 was elected a mem-
ber of the Continental Congress. He remained a member for

about three years. He was one of the committee which re-

ported the Articles of Confederation, and died soon after that

report was presented to Congress, in the fifty-third year of his

age.

George Clymer was born in Philadelphia in 1739. Being left

an orphan, he was reared ty a paternal uncle, who gave him

a good education. He entered his uncle's counting-room to

prepare for the mercantile profession, but general science and

literature had more charms for him. He was a decided pa-

triot, and in 1776 was elected to the Continental Congress. He
served several years in that body, and in 1781 was a member
of the Legislature of his native state. He was a revenue offi-

cer at the time of the " Whisky Insurrection" in Pennsylvania,

and there did efficient service in quieting the rebellion. His

last public duty was a mission to the Cherokees in 1796. He
died on the twenty-fourth of January, 1813, in the seventy-

fourth year of his age.

James Smith was born in Ireland, but would never give the

date of his birth. He was educated by Dr. Allison of Phila-

delphia, and studied law. He commenced professional life on

the frontiers of Pennsylvania, where he had great influence.

In 1776, he was elected to the Continental Congress, where he

remained several years. He resumed his profession in 1781.

He relinquished practice in 1800, after a professional career of

about sixty years. He died in 1806, at the supposed age of

eighty six years.

George Taylor was born in Ireland in 1716. He came to

America when a young man, with no fortune but good health

and industry. He performed menial labor for some time, ami
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then became a clerk in a large iron establishment. Many years

afterward, he married his employer's widow, and became pos-

sessed of considerable property. He was a member of the

Pennsylvania Legislature before the Stamp Act excitement.

Being an ardent Whig, he was elected to a seat in the Conti-

nental Congress in 1776. Although he was not present to vote

on the resolution for independence, he gladly affixed his name

to the Declaration. He retired from Congress the following

year, and moved to the State of Delaware, where he died on

the twenty-third of February, 1T81, in the sixty-tilth year of

his age.

James IVihon was horn in Scotland in 1742. He was thor-

ouahly educated in Kdinburgh, emigrated to America in 17fi6.

and became a tutor in the Philadelphia College, where he stud-

ied law. He became eminent in his profession, and in 1774

was chosen a member of the Provincial Congress of Pennsyl-

vania. He WRs elected to the Continental Congress in 1775,

where he continued for several years. He was appointed an

assistant judge of the Supreme Court of the United States in

1789, and held that office until his death, which occurred on

the twenty eighth of August, 1798, in the fifty-sixth year of his

age.

George Ross was born at Newcastle, Delaware, in 1730, and

at the age of twenty-one years began the practice of law in

Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He was a member of the Penns^-

vania Assembly in 1768. In 1776 he was chosen a member of

the Continental Congress, advocated the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, and signed his name to the important document.

He was very active in public life until 1789, when death term-

inated his labors in July of that year, in the fiftieth year of his

age.

Delaware.

Ctasar Rodney was born at Dover, Delaware, in 17.30. He
was an active politician as early as 1762. He was a member

of the Stamp Act Congress in 1765, and in 1766 was speaker of

the Assembly of his state. He was a fine writer, and his pen

was actively employed in the cause of liberty. He was a mem-
ber of the first Continental Congress, and remained in that

body until the close of 1776, when he took the field as briga-

dier of militia. He was chosen president of the state after the

adoption of a Stale Constitution. A cancer in the cheek finally

incapacitated him for business, his health rapidly failed, and

he died early in 1783, in the fifty-third year of his age.

George Read was born in Maryland in 1734, and was edu-

cated by Dr. Allison, in Philadelphia. He studied law, and

was admitted to the bar while yet a youth. He commenced

practice at Newcastle, Delaware, and was soon afterward

elected a member of the State Legislature. He was chosen a

delegate to the Continental Congress in 1774. where he remain-

ed for several years. He was president of the convention

which framed a State Constitution for Delaware. He was ap-

pointed an admiralty judge in 1782. In 1786, he was a member

of the first convention to revise the Articles of Confederation,

[n 1793 he was made chief justice of the Supreme Court of

Delaware, which oflice he held until his death, in the autumn

of 1798, in the sixty-fourth year of his age.

Thomas M'Kcan was born in Chester county, Pennsylvania,

in 1734. He was educated by Dr. Allison, and entered a law

office at an early age. He was a member of the Stamp Act

Congress in 1765, and from that time he was active in public

afl'airs, always on the side of popular rights. He was chosen

a member of the Continental Congress for Delaware in 1774,

where he was a leader. He was a member for the same state

in 1776, and voted lor independence. He took an active part

in miUtary affairs during the war, and after its close he was

called to fill many important civil offices. He was president

of Congress in 1781. For twenty years he was chief justice of

Pennsylvania, and in 1799 was elected governor of that state.

He retired from public life in 1812, and died on the twenty-

fourth of June, 1817, in the eighty-fourth year of his age.

Maryland

Samuel Chase was born in Maryland on the seventeenth ot

April, 1741. He received a good classical education in Balti-

more, studied law, and commenced its practice in Annapolis.

He soon became a popular and distinguished man. In 1774 ho

was chosen a member of the Continental Congress. He was

re-elected in 1775, and remained a member of that body until

1778. In 1786 he moved to Baltimore, and, two years after-

ward, was appointed chief justice of the Criminal Court of that

district He was soon afterward appointed chief justice of the

state. In 1796 he was appointed a judge of the Supreme

Court of the United States, which office he filled for fifteen

years. He died on the nineteenth of June, 1811. in the seven

tieth year of his age.

Thomas Sione was born in Maryland in 1740. He was a law-

yer by profession, and an early patriot. In 1774 he was elect-

ed to a seat in the Continental Congress, to which he was again

chosen the following year. He remained a member of that

body until early in 1778, having, in the mean while, signed the

Declaration of Independence, and assisted in the formation ot

the Articles of Confederation. He was active in his own state

until 1783, when he was again elected to Congress. He was

present when Washington resigned his commission, and in

1784 was elected president of that body, pro tempore. He died

at his residence, at Port Tobactco, on the fifth of October, 1787,

in the forty fifth year of his age.

William Paca was born in Hartford, Maryland, on the thirty-

first of October, 1740. He was well educated by Dr. Allison in

the Philadelphia College, and then studied law at Annapolis.

He soon became conspicuous, and in 1771 was elected a mem
ber of the State Legislature. He was a member of the Con-

tinental Congress in 1774, was re-elected in 1775, and remained

in that body until 1778, when he was appointed chiefjustice of

the State of Maryland. In 1782 he was chosen governor of the

state, and was very popular. He was appointed district judge

for the State of Maryland in 1789, which office he held until his

death, which occurred in 1799, when he was in the sixtieth

year of his age.

Charles Carroll was born at Annapolis, Maryland, on the

twentieth of September, 1737. His father being a Roman
Catholic, he was sent to France to be educated. He returned

to Maryland in 176.5, a finished scholar and gentleman. He
took an active part in public affairs, and was elected a member

of the Continental Congress in July, 1776, and, with others,

signed the Declaration of Independence on the second of Au-

gust following. He retired from Congress in 1778, and after

taking part in the councils of his native state, was elected

United States Senator in 1789. He retired from public life in

1801, and lived in the enjoyment of accumulated honors and

social and domestic happiness, until November 14, 1832, when

he died at the age of ninety-four years. Mr. Carroll was the

last survivor of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence.

Virginia.

George Wythe was born in Elizabeth county, Virginia, in

1726. His parents were wealthy, and as the law opened a field

for distinction, he chose that as a profession. He was a mem-

ber of the Colonial Legislature of Virginia, and in 1775 was

elected a member ol the Continental Congress. Like other

signers of the great Declaration, Mr. Wythe suftered much
from foes, especially in loss of property. He was speaker of

the Virginia House of Delegates in 1777, and the same year

wss appointed judge of the High Court of Chancery. He was

afterward appointed chancellor, and filled that office with dis-

tinction for more than twenty years. He died on the eighth

of June, 1806, in the eighty-first year of his age.

Richard Henry Lee was born in Westmoreland county, Vir-

ginia, on the twentieth of January, 1732. He was educated in

England, and soon after his return, in 17.57, he was elected a

member of the Virginia House of Burgesses. He was elected

to the Continental Congress in 1774, and in 1776 had the honor

to offer the resolution declaring the colonies free and inde-

pendent. He was a very active member of Congress during o

greater part of the war. He was appointed United States

Senator under the Federal Constitution, which office he filled

with great ability. He died on the nineteenth of June, 1794, in

the sixty-second year of his age. A notice of Mr. Lee's birth-

place may be found on page 423 of this volume.

Thomas Jtferson was born at Shadwell, Albemarle county,

Virginia, on the thirteenth of April, 1743. He was educated at

William and Mary College, from which he early graduated.

He studied law with George Wythe, and when a very young

man, was admitted to the bar. He was a member of the Vir-

sinia Legislature before the Revolution, where his talents as a

writer were appreciated. He was elected to the Continental

Congress in 1775, and in 1776 was one of the committee ap

pointed to draw up the Declaration of Independence. 114

health prevented his acceptance of an embassy to France, to
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which he was appointed in 1778. He was elected governor

of Virginia in 1779. In 1781 he retired from public life, and de-

voted his time to literary and scientific pursuits. He was sent

to France to join Franklin and Adams in 1783, and in 1785 suc-

ceeded Franklin as minister there. Washington appointed

him Secretary of State in 1789, which otfice he held until 1793.

He was elected vice-president of the United States in 1797, and

in 1801 was elevated to the chief magistracy. He was re-

elected in 1805, and after eight years service as president, he

retired from public life. He died on the fourth of July, 1826,

in the eighty-fourth year of his age, just fifty years after voting

for the Declaration of Independence. His residence and seal

are delineated on pages 547 and 548 of this volume.

Benjamin Harrison was a native of Virginia. He was edu-

cated at William and Mary College, and commenced his polit-

ical career in 1764, when he was elected to the Virginia Legis-

lature. He was elected a member of the Continental Con-

gress in 1774, where he continued until the close of 1777. He
was chosen speaker of the Virginia House of Burgesses early

in 1778, and held that office until 1782. when he was elected

governor of Virginia. He retired from that office in 1785, but

remained active in public life until his death, which was caused

l)y gout, in April, 1791. Mr. Harrison was father of the late

VV. H. Harrison, president of the United States. His residence

is delineated on page 441 of this volume.

Thomas JSelson, Jan., was born at York, Virginia, on the twen-

ty sixth of December, 1738. He went to England to be edu-

cated, at the age of fourteen years, and graduated at Cambridge

with a good reputation. He entered upon political life soon

after his return to America, and in 1775 was elected a member
of the Continental Congress. He held a seat there during the

first half of the war, and in 1781 was elected governor of Vir-

ginia. He was actively engaged in a military capacity at the

siege of Yorktown, when Cornwallis and his array were made
captives. Governor Nelson died on the fourth of January,

1789, in the fiftieth year of his age. His residence is delineated

on page 521 of this volume.

Francis Lighifoot Lee was born in Westmoreland, Virginia,

on the fourteenth of October, 1734. He was educated at home
liy Doctor Craig. In 1765 he was elected a member of the

Virginia House of Burgesses, in which he continued a delegate

until 1775, when he was sent to the Continental Congress. He
remained a member of that body until 1779, when he retired to

private life. Himself and wife died of pleurisy at about the

same time. Mr. Lee's death occurred in April, 1797, at the age

of sixty-three years.

Carter Braxton was born in Newington, Virginia, on the tenth

of September, 1736, and was educated at William and Mary

College. Possessed of wealth, he went to England, where he

remained until 1760, when he was called to a seat in the Vir-

ginia House of Burgesses. He distinguished himself there in

1765. when Patrick Henry's Stamp Act resolutions agitated the

Assembly. He was elected to succeed Peyton Randolph in the

Continental Congress in 1775. He was active in the National

Legislature and in that of his own state until his death, which

occurred on the tenth of October, 1797. from the eftects of pa-

ralysis, in the sixty-first year of his age.

North Carolina.

William Hooper was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on the

seventeenth of June, 1742. He graduated at Harvard College

in 1760, and then commenced the study of law. He visited

North Carolina in 1767,

and fixed his permanent

residence at Wilmington.

He represented that town

in the General Assembly

in 1773, and the next year

was elected a member of

the Continental Congress.

After affixing his name to

the Declaration in 1776,

he resigned his seat, in

consequence of the em-

barrassments of his pri-

vate affairs, and returned home. He was elected a judge of

the Federal Court in 1786, but ill health compelled him to re-

* Tliis 18 in Wilmington, Nortli Carolina. Tlie pn.|)erty is owneJ liy Dr.

.1. F. M'Kee, who is also tbe possessor of Harnett's liouse. I am inileljt^d

U. Mr. Burr, of Wilmington, for this sketch.
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tire from office the following year. He died in October, 1790.

at the age of forty eight years.

Joseph Hetces was born at Kingston, New Jersey, in 1730, ami

was educated at Princeton College. He prepared for mercan
tile life, entered successfully upon that pursuit, and at the age

of thirty, located at Wilmington, North Carolina, where he

soon accumulated a fortune. He was a member of the Colo-

nial Legislature several consecutive years, and was elected to

the Continental Congress in 1774. He continued in that body
until 1779, when sickness compelled him to leave. He died on

the tenth of November of that year, in the fiftieth year of his

age.

John Penn was born in Carolina county, Virginia, on the

seventeenth of May, 1741. His early education was neglected,

but a strong mind overcame many obstacles. He studied law

with Edmund Pendleton, and commenced its practice in 1762

He went to North Carolina in 1774, took a high position at the

bar, and in 1775 was elected to a seat in the Continental Con
gross. He was an active member of that body until 1779, when
he returned home. He retired from public life at the close of

the war, and died in September, 1788, in the forty-sixth year

of his age.

South Carolina.

Edward Itutledge was born in Charleston in November, 1749

He was educated at Princeton, and studied law with his elder

brother, John. He completed his legal education in England,

and returned to America in 1773. In 1775, at the age of twen
ty-five, he was elected to the Continental Congress. He re-

mained a member until the close of 1776, and was reelected in

1779. He was made a prisoner at Charleston in 1780. Aftei

his release, he engaged in the duties of his profession until

1798, when he was elected governor of the state. He died on

the twenty-third of January, 1800, in the fifty-first year of his

age.

Thomas Heyward, Jtin., was born in South Carolina in 1746

After receiving a thorough classical education, he commenced
the study of the law. He completed his legal education iu

England, and, returning to America, married and settled. He
%vas an early opponent of British oppression, and in 1775 was
elected a delegate to the Continental Congress. He left that

body in 1778, to fill a judicial seat in his native state. He com-
manded a battalion of miUtia during the siege of Charleston in

1780, was made a prisoner, and was sent with others to St. Au-

gustine. He continued in public life as judge until 1798, when
he retired. He died in March, 1809, in the sixty-fourth year

of his age.

Thomas Lynch, Jun., was bom in South Carolina on the fifth

of August, 1749. He was educated in England, and graduated

at Cambridge with honor. He studied law in London, return

ed home in 1772, and immediately took an active part in pol-

itics. He was appointed to the command of a company in a

South Carolina regiment in 1775, and was soon afterward elect

ed to a seat in the Continental Congress. His health failed,

and, soon after affixing his signature to the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, he returned home. With his wife, he sailed for the

West Indies at the close of 1776. The vessel was never heard

of afterward.

Arthur MiddUton was born in South Carolina in 1743. He
graduated at Cambridge, England, and returned to America in

1773. He was elected a member of the Council of Safety at

Charleston in 1775, and in 1776 was sent a delegate to the Con-

tinental Congress. He was in Charleston when it was surren-

dered to the British in 1781, was made prisoner, and remained

in captivity more than a year. A large portion of his ample

fortune was melted away by the fires of the Revolution. He
was engaged in active political life until his death, which oc

curred on the first of January, 1789, in the forty-fourth year of

his age.

Georgia.

Billion Gwinnett was born in England in 1732. He was well

educated, and after being engaged in mercantile business in his

native country for several years, he came to America, settled

first at Charleston, and afterward purchased a large tract of

land in Georgia, where he made his permanent residence. He
was a delegate for Georgia in the Continental Congress in 1776,

but returned home soon after signing the Declaration of Inde-

pendence. He assisted in framing the State Constitution of

Georgia, and under it was elected president of the state, an
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office equivalent to that of governor. He had a quarrel vpith

General M'Intosh which resulted in a duel. Gwinnett was

mortally wounded, and his life ended at the age of fortysis

years.

Lyman Hall was born in Connecticut in 1721. lie graduated

at Yale College, studied medicine, and went to South Carolina

in 1752. He removed to Georgia, and was practicing the pro-

fession of a physician when the Revolution broke out. The

parish of St. John's elected him to a seat in the Continental

Congress in 1775. Georgia soon afterward joined the confed-

eration of revolted colonies, and Dr. Hall was elected a general

delegiite, with Gwinnett and Walton. He resided at the North

while the British held possession of Georgia, and all his prop-

erty was confiscated to the crown. He returned to his adopted

state in 1782, and was elected governor the following year.

After exercising the duties of his office for some time, he re-

tired from public life. He died in Burke county in 1784, in the

sixty-third year of his age.

George Walton was born in Frederick county, Virginia, in

1740. He was bred a mechanic, but on attaining his majority,

he went to Georgia and commenced the practice of the law.

He was elected a member of the Continental Congress in 1776,

and remained active in that body until near the close of 1778,

when he returned home. He was wounded and made pris-

oner at Savannah when it was taken by Campbell. In October,

1779, he was elected governor of the state, and in 1780 was

again sent to Congress. He was again governor of Georgia,

then chief justice, and in 1798 was a United States Senator.

There he remained one year, and then retired. He died at

Augusta on the second of February, 1804, in the sixty-fourth

year of his age.

VII.

The Loyalists.

The Loyalists of the Revolution were of two kinds, active

and passive, and these were again divided into two classes each,

the mercenary and the hcnest. We have elsewhere observed

that when the Declaration of Independence was promulgated,

many influential men, who were fully alive to the importance

of demanding from Great Britain a redress of existing and in-

creasing grievances, were not prepared to renounce all alle-

giance, and they adhered to the interests of the crown. These

formed a large class in every rank in society, and, being actu-

ated by conscientious motives, command our thorough re-

spect. Many of these took up arms for the king, remained

loyal throughout the contest, and sufl'ered severely in exile

when the contest was ended. Others, for purposes of gain,

and some to indulge in plunder and rapine under legal sanc-

tion, were active against the patriots, and their crimes were

charged upon the whole body of the Loyalists. The fiercest

animosities were engendered, and common justice was de-

throned. The Whigs, who suffered dreadfully at the hands of

marauding Tories, hated the very name of Loyalist, and.

through the instrumentality of confiscation acts and other

measures, the innocent were often punished for the crimes of

the guilty. But when peace came, and animosities subsided,

justice bore sway, and much property was restored. Yet the

claims of the British commissioners in negotiating the treaty

Reception of the American Loyalists in England.'

* Tliis is I'rom an allpgorical picture by Benjamin West. Religion and Jus
tice are seen extending the mantle of Britannia, while she herself is holding

out lier arm and shield tn receive the Loyalifts. Under the shield is the

crown of Great Britain, surrounded by Loyalists. The group has represent-

atives of the Law, the Church, and Government, with other people. An In-

dian chief extends one hand toward Britannia, and with the other points to

Widows and Orphans, rendered so by the war. In a cloud near Religion

and Justice is seen the Genii of Great Britain and America, in an opening

glory, binding up the broken_/a,tcM of the two countries, as emblematic of the

treaty of pea(!e. At the head of the Loyalists, with a lar^e wig, is seen Sir

Williair Pepperell, one of their most efficient friends in England, and imme-

diately behind him, with a scroll in his hand, is Governor William Franklin,

of New Jersey, son of Dr. Franklin, who remained loyal until the last- The
two figures on the right are Mr. West and his wife, both natives of FenDsyWa-
nia.

I have already noticed Governor Franklin (page 436, volume i., and 217,

volume ii.) as prisoner in Connecticut. Among other places where he was
in custody in that slate was Wallingford, at the house of Doctor Jared Pot-

ter, where he spent his time mostly in reading, walking in the garden, and

conversations with the family, to whom he became much attached. Franklia

and Joseph Galloway were ami

who sought shelter in England

ng the most proraineat of the loyal refugees
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of peace, to indemnity for the Loyalists by the United States

government, could not be allowed, for it was justly argued that

during the war the Wh^gs had lost as much and more by the

machinations of the Tories, as the latter had done by confisca-

tions and the consequences of exile.

It is estimated by Sabine"" that at least twenty thousand Loy-

alists took up arms for the king during the war. The first or-

ganizations were under Governors Dunmore and Martin ; and
besides those under Butler and Johnson, in New York, and

Colonel Ferguson, at King's Mountain, there were twenty nine

or thirty regiments, regularly officered and enrolled.! These
were disbanded at the close of the war, and some of the oflS-

cers were transferred to the regular army and continued in

service for life. Others, less fortunate, went, with a host of

military and civil companions, into exile, the Northern ones

chiefly to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and the Southern

ones to the Bahamas, Florida, and the British West Indies.

Many also went to England, and for years they were importu-

nate petitioners to the government for relief. The officers gen-

erally received half pay.

Toward the close of 1782, a committee of Parliament was
appointed to attend to the claims of the Loyalists. The result

of their 'investigations was to deny the claims of some who
had already received aid, and to allow more to others of

greater worth. By their decision in June, 1783, £43,245 per

annum were distributed among six hundred and eighty-seven

Loyalist pensioners. The claimants finally became so numer-
ous, that a permanent Board of Commissioners was appointed,

which continued for almost seven years. On the twenty fifth

of March, 1784, the number of claimants was two thousand and
sixty-three, and the amount of property claimed to have been

lost by them was £7,046,278, besides debts to the amount of

£2,354,183. The commissioners continued their labors, re-

ported from time to time, and in 1790 Parliament settled the

whole matter by enactment. It appears that on the final ad-

justment of claims ncar\y ffteen millions of dollars were dis-

tributed among the Loyalists, " an unparalleled instance of

magnanimity and justice in a nation which had expended

nearly one hundred and sixteen millions of dollars in the war.''

|

A minute account of the Loyalists, their aggressions, sutfer-

ings, claims, and indemnities, may be found in the Historical

Essay prefixed to Sabine's biographical sketches of the Amer-
ican Loyalists.

VIII.

The Foster-child of the Republic.

On the fifth of April, 1777, the Continental Congress, after

resolving to erect appropriate monuments to the memory of

Generals Wareen and Mercer, the first in Boston, and the

second In Fredericksburg, Virginia, also resolved " That the

eldest son of General Warren, and the youngest son of General

Mercer, be educated from this time at the expense of the

United States."^ The monuments have never been erected,

but the promises to the Uving were faithfully performed. The
"youngest son of General Mercer" was born about six months
after the father made his wiil|| and joined the army of patriots,

?md was only five months old when the hero fell in battle at

Princeton. That son yet survives, bears the honored name of

* See Tkt Amtrican Loyalists^ ^c, by Lorenzo Sabine, page 58.

t Tlie following are the names of many of these corps, preser^-ed by Sa-

bil^e, page HO. The King's Rangers; the Royal Fencible Americans; the

Queen's Rangers; the New York Volunteers; the King's American Regi-

ment; the Prince of Wales's American Volunteers ; the Maryland Loyalists;

De Lancey's battalions; the second American Regiment; the King's Ran-
gers, Carolina; the South Carolina Royalists; the North Carolina Highland

Regiment; the King's American Dragoons; the Loyal .\merican Regiment;
the American Legion; the New Jersey Volunteers; the British Legion ; the

Loyal Forester; the Orange Rangers; the Pennsylvania Loyalists; the

Guides and Pioneers; the North Carolina Volunteers ; the Georgia Loyal-

ists; the West Chester Volunteers. To these may be added the Newport
Associates; the Loyal New Englanders; the Associated Loyalists; Went-
worth's Volunteers; Johnson's Royal Greens, and seventeen companies of

Loyal militia, under Colonel Archibald Hamilton of New York.

X Adolphus. % See Journals, ill., 98.

y This signature of General Mercer I copied from his will, whicU is dated

February 6, n76-about eleven months previous to his deatli.

his father, and is justly entitled to the respect and veneration

of every American, as the only foster-child of the republic

among us. At my earnest request, Colonel Mercer courteously

consented to the publication of his portrait in the Field-Book.

The following brief sketch of his life is from the pen of an af-

fectionate friend

:

Colonel Hugh Mercer was born at Fredericksburg, Virginia,

^^OC

in July, 1776. His mother was Isabella Gordon. She sur-

vived her martyred husband about ten years, and during that

time made an indelible impression of her own excellence upon

the character of her son. He was educated at William and

Mary College during its palmiest days, while under the charge

of Bishop Madison. For a long series of years he was colonel

of the militia of his native county ( Spottsylvania), and for

twenty years he was an active magistrate. For five consecu-

tive years Colonel Mercer represented his district in the Vir-

ginia Legislature, when, preferring the sweets of domestic life

to the honors and turmoils of office, he declined a reelection.

He was soon afterward elected president of the Branch Bank

of Virginia, located at Fredericksburg, which station he has

continued to fill until the present time. Through life Colonel

Mercer has enjoyed good health, and has ever been distinguish-

ed for energetic and methodical business habits. He is now
in the seventy-seventh year of his age; and at the "Sentry Box,"

his estate near Fredericksburg, he lives in dignified ease, one

of the few remaining specimens of a Virginia gentleman of the

old school. He is the last survivor of his father's family, which

consisted of four sons and a daughter.

IX.

Autographs of Washington's Life Guard.

Since the publication of the account of Washing-

ton's Life Guard, on page 120, of this volume, I have

received from Schuyler Colfax, Esq., grandson of

General Colfax (who was the commander of the

Guard during the last years of the war), an interest-

ing document, containing the signatures of the mem-
bers of the corps in February, 1783. These were appended to

an order accepted by the commander, to pay to Melancthon,

Smith, & Co. the amount of one month's pay, which that firm

had advanced with the understanding that they were to wait

for reimbursement until the corps was paid by Congress. Col-

fax's acceptance was as follows :
" Accepted to pay when re-

ceived from the paymaster general.'" It appears by the amount

set opposite each man's signature or " mark" (for several of

them, it will be observed, could only make their mark), that

the pay of officers and privates was as follows, per month : the

commander and his lieutenant, twenty-six dollars and sixty

cents each ; sergeants, ten dollars each ; corporals and drum-

mers, seven dollars and thirty cents each ; drum-major (Diah

Manning), nine dollars ; and privates, six dollars and sixty

cents each. I have grouped the autographs as closely as pos-

sible, so as to economize space. I am also indebted to Mr. Col-

fax for the following brief sketch of the pubhc life of the " cap-

tain commandant :"
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General William Colfax was bom in Connecticut about 1760. tokens of the chief's regard, his family yet possesses a sil-

At the age of seventeen years he was commissioned a lieuten-

ant in the Continental army. He was soon afterward selected

by Washington " Captain Commandant of the Commander-in-

chief's Guard." Washington became much attached to Colfax,

and often shared his tent and table with him. Among many

ver stock buckle, set with paste brilliants. Colfax was at the

surrender of Comwallis, and at the close of the war settled in

Pompton, New Jersey, where he married Hester Schuyler, a

cousin of General Philip Schuyler. He was commissioned by

Governor Howell, in 1793, general and commander-in-chief ot
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the militia of New Jersey. He was a presidential elector in of Bergen county, wiiicb office he held until his death which
1796. He was commissioned brigadier general of the Jersey occurred in 1838, at the age of seventy-eight years. He waa
Blues in 1810, and was active during the earlier periods of the buried with military honors.
war of 1812. He was appointed a judge of the Common Pleas
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X.

Continental Lottery.

On the first of November, 1776, the Continental Congress re-

Bolved " That a sum of money be raised by way of lottery for

defraying the expenses of the next campaign, the lottery to be

drawn in Philadelphia."* A committee was appointed to ar-

range the same, and on the eighteenth reported the following

scheme

:

To consist of 100,000 tickets, each divided into four billets,

and to be drawn in four classes.

First Class, at $10 each billet=$l,O0O,O0O. Prizes: 1 of

$10,000 ; 2 of $5000 ; 30 of $1000 ; 400 of $500 ; 20,000 of $20.

Carried to the fourth class, $200,000.

Second Class, at $20 each binet=$2,000,000. Prizes : 1 of

$20,000; 2 of $10,000; 10 of $5000; 100 of $1000; 820 of $500;

20,000 of $30. Carried to the fourth class, $500,000.

Third Class, at $.30 each billet=$3,000,000. Prizes: 1 of

$30,000; 1 of $20,000; 2 of $15,000; 2 of $10,000; 10of$5000;

200 of $1000 ; 1000 of $500 ; 2000 of $40. Carried to the fourth

class, $900,000.

Fourth Class, at $40 each billet= $4,000000. Prizes: 1

of $.50,000; 2 of $25,000; 2 of $10,000; 10 of $5000; 100 of

$1000 ; 200 of $500 ; 1000 of $300 ; 15,000 of $200 : 20,000 of

$50. Brought from the first three classes, $1,000,000. Total,

$5,000,000.

This lottery was intended to raise a sum of money on loan,

bearing an annual interest of four per cent., which, with the

bums arising from deductions of fifteen per cent, upon the

amount of each class, making in the aggregate one hundred
and five thousand dollars, was to be applied to the public use.

The drawer of more than the minimum prize in each class

was to receive either a Treasury Bank-note, payable in five

years, with an annual interest at four per cent., or the pre-

emption of such billets in the next succeeding class. This

was optional with the adventurers. Those who should not

call for their prizes within six weeks after the end of the draw-

ing were considered adventurers in the next succeeding class.

Seven managers were appointed, who were authorized to em-
ploy agents in the different states to sell the tickets. The first

drawing was decided to be made at Philadelphia on the first

of March, 1777, but purchasers were comparatively few and

tardy, and the drawing was postponed from time to time.

Various impediments continually presented themselves, and

the plan, which promised such success at the beginning, ap-

pears to have been a failure. Many purchasers of tickets were
losers ; and this, like some other financial schemes of the Rev-

olution, was productive of much hard feeling toward the Fed'

cral government. The adventurers in the Continental Lot-

tery have long since passed away, and very few of the ticket3

are left. The one here counterfeited was presented to me by

Mr. George W. Pettis, of Providence, Rhode Island.

.^*^ HIS TICKET entitles the Bearer to receive |
^ T ^^ fucli Prize as may be drawn againfl its Num- m

«^^*f ber, according to a Rejolution of CONGRESS, ^
pafTed at /"Az/^i^^to, November i^, ^ll^^^^a^c^^^Ti^^

N.

The

stamp,

XI.

The English Stamps.

annexed engraving represents one of the famous gov-

ernment stamps, manufac-

tured for the American mar-

ket in 1765. The impression

was made upon dark blue

paper, similar in appearance

to that commonly known as

lobaccn paper, to which was

attached a narrow strip of tin

foil, represented by the light

ublong in the engraving. The
ends of the foil were passed

through the parchment or

paper to which the stamp

was to be attached, flattened

on the opposite side, and a

piece of paper, with the rough

device and number of the

seen in the following cut, pasted over it to secure it.

The device of the stamp was a double

Tudor rose, inclosed by the Royal

Garter. Above this was a crown, and

below was named the money value of

the stamp. The specimen here given

was a shilling stamp.

The idea of producing a revenue by

the sale of stamps and stamped paper

in America was promulgated almost

forty years before its final develop-
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XII.

Burgoyne's Captive Officers.

The following are the names of the commissioned officers,

English and Hessian, captured with Burgoyne at Saratoga. I

copied them from the original paroles of honor, signed by them
at Cambridge (see pages 25, 550 of this volume), and now in

possession of J. Wingate Thornton, Esq., of Boston :

English.— J. Burgoyne, Lieutenant General. W. Phillips,

Major General. James Hamilton, Brigadier General. Lieuten-

ant-colonels— Lord Balcarras, J. Lind, Nicholas Sutherland,

John Anstruther (see page 55, volume 1), John Hill. Majors

—Balcarras, G. Forbes, George Foster, WilUam Agnew, Henry
Harnage (see page 55, volume i.), John Holmes, Jun. Captains

— Thomas Hosmer, Ellis Walker, artillery, William Cotton,

J. W. Heman, Noah Simpson, Nicholas Alward Vigors, John
Carter, James Sheldon, W. Lindsay, Neill MacLean, Alexan-

der Baillie, George Swetterham, J. Rollinson, Francis Wemyss,
Robert W. Winchester, William Maxwell, Paul Banks, James

Lovell, J. Farmer, George Petrie, Thomas Kirkman, George

Brodie, Stephen Strangway, R. Master, H. Pelmor, of grena-

diers, William Ferguson, George Coote, A. Jameson, James
England, J. D. Alcock, Henry Marr, Thomas Blomefield,

George Marlay, Earle Hawker, Alexander Campbell (messen-

ger to Sir H. Clinton, see page 79, volume i.), John Shrimp-

ton, H. Sothurn, Thomas Anburey, the author. Lieutenants—
William Cox, David Davids, and James Hudden, of artillery,

James Dunbar, William P. Smith, William Houghton, Will-

iam Collier, H. T. Thomson, Bright Nodder, Robert Storday,

James Battersby, W. Houghton, Edward Townsend Jones,

grenadiers, Hamilton Maxwell, W. Digby, Charles Williams,

Sewall Jlaunsell, grenadiers, William Mure, Thomas Steel,

grenadiers, Napier, Anson Nutt, Archibald Fife, George Raw-
don, John M'Neill, James Murray, George Vincent, James Kim-
mis, W. Prince, Joseph Stroetly, J. Sleet, grenadiers, John Gas-

kell, Richard Norman, W. R. Gilbert, Richard Croft, Robert

Dobson, W. Charlton, Cliften Wheat, Charles Torrians, W.
Fitherston, John Hepburn, George Edward Shlagel, William

Douglas, B. Innes, Robert Burnet, John Blackwood, John Dal-

gleish, Torphuhen, Weston Alcock, Richard Brown, R. Steele,

Charles Williams, William Doyle, Thomas Bibby, George Cof-

fee, Charles Johnston, Charles Earle, John Ferguson, W.
Campbell, Thomas Reed, Thomas Storey, T. Poe, Henry Bald-

win, A. French, Bernard G. Ward, John Rotton, Abraham
Banbury, C. J. Jones, Arthur Blackwell, William Wilkinson,

Connolly Coane, Low'n Mathews, Gonville Bromhead. En-

signs— Henry May, W. Hovey, Thomas Deane, Thomas Or-

chard, James Moon, Robert Grier, Cooper, Richard Bate-

man, E. F. Merida, William Noble, M. Burroughs, G. Stephens,

John Percey, Richard James, H. Blacker, George Henway,
James Porver. Surgeons—G. Wylde, William Burke, .M. Ca-

hill, W. Pemberton, Samuel Sone, Leoiian^ Dortfen, Alexander

Moodie. Surgeons' Mates—Alexander Melville, William Brown,

A. B. Carroll, Charles Watson, Colin MacLasty, Joseph Alder.

Adjutant-- Isaac Fielding, J. Dalladine. Assistant Adjutant-

general— Bt. Kingston, mentioned on page 78, vol. i. Chap-

lains— Richard Montagne Money, Andrew Browne, Charles

Morgan, R. Higginbotham, Edward Brudenell, mentioned on

page 67, volume i. Commissary-general— Jonathan Clarke.

Assistant Commissaries— J. Rosseau, Andrew Foster, L. Cro-

manteau, Nathaniel Collyer, John Powell of Beer, John M'Keu-

zie. Quarter-master General—William Paxton. AssistaJtt Quar-

ter-master — George Vallarucry. DeputTj-patjmasler General—
David Geddes. Acting Phjsician—Sind Wood. Mates of Gen-

eral Hospital—Richard Woodthorp, John Park. Aid-de-camps—
Charles Green, R. R. Wilford, Robert Hoakslyn. Wagon-

master General—P. O'Donnell. Philip Skene (see page 138, vol-

ume i.), " a poor follower of the British army :" such was the

expression which Skene appended to his signature.

Hessians.— Major-general— Reidesel. Brigadier-generals

Specht, W. R. De Gall, mentioned on page 50, volume i.

Lieutenant colonel—Leutz. Majors—Von Lucke, Von Mengen,

Ehrencrook, Von Passem. Brigade Major—H. U. Cleve (see

page 551 of this volume). Captains—i. Willoc, De Schlagen-

teutfel, De Lohneysen, C. A. Alers, J. G. P. Arene, Morgen-

Btern, Bartling, Uarbord, Girsewald, Lutzow, C. L. Schottelius,

F. De Germann, Scheel, Schacten, Pausch, Trott. Lieutenants

—Borneman, Ulig, Trott, Rudolphe, De Meyer, Steuffel, C. G.

S. Wintersmith, Helmeke, Curt von Hesler, Meyer, Counradi,

Von Dobeneck, Peterson, Mosrach, Von Unger, Feichel, Rein

king, W. Hoger, Morgenstein, Burgsdorff, Brandes, Meijern,

Craunn J. Meyer, Augustus Passet, Milkau, Ole Kop, D'Ameris,

J. S. Kettner, A. H. Du Roi, Unger, G. P. S. Crus, J. F. Pfluger,

J. G. H. Gladen, G. T. Fricke, C. F. Rohn, P. W. L. Rheneuis,

M. Von Butlar, Von Lindau, Von Eschwege, Von Bischhau-

sen. Von Trott, Count Von Pickler, Sartorius, lieutenant and
quarter master, F. V. Geyling, W. Dufais, C. D. Spangenberg.

Ensigns—Baudel, Enrich, Bode, Slieborn, Bernewitz, Ulmen-

stein, E. Grimpe, Von Richterslerben, Von Weykers, Heerwa-
gen, ensign and adjuta?it. Chaplains—Voegel, Milius, Kohle,

Theobald. Surgeons— Schroeder, Prall, Bouse, J. H. Kunze.

Poellniz, deputtj adjutant-general. J. D. Gerlach (see page 551

of this volume), quarter-master general. A. Edmunstone (see

page 551 of this volume), aid-decamp and secretary to Reidesel.

Languemeyer, secretary. T. F. Heildebach, sergeant major.

Auditors—Schmidt, Zinck, A. H. Bahr.

XIII.

The following poem was written by Major Andrfi after the

attack of Wayne upon a block-house, near Bull's Ferry (see

page 828), in 1780. The last canto was published in Riving-

ton's Gazette, on the day when Andre was captured at Tarry-

town. I copied this from an original copy in the handwriting

of Andre himself; and I have made a fac simile of the last

stanza as it appears in that copy. It is written upon small

folio paper, and under the endorsement of Andre himself are

the following lines :

** When the epic strain was sung.

The poet by the neck was hung; •

And to his cost he finds too late.

The dung-born tt-ibe decides bis fate."

COW CHASE—Bv Major Andre.

Elizabethtown, Aug. 1, 1780.

Canto 1.

To drive the kine one summer's morn,

The tanner took his way,

The calf shall rue that is unborn

The jumbling of that day.

And Wayne descending steers shall know,

And tauntingly deride.

And call to mind, in ev'ry low,

The tanning of his hide.

Vet Bergen cows still ruminate

Unconscious in the stall,

What mighty means were used to get,

And lose them after all.

For many heroes bold and brave

From New Bridge and Tapaan,

And those that drink Passaic's wave,

And those that eat soupaan.

And sons of distant Delaware,

And still remoter Shannon,

And Major Lee with horses rare.

And Proctor with his cannon.

All wondrous proud in arms they came

—

What hero could refuse.

To tread the rugged path to fame,

Who had a pair of shoes ?

At six the host, with sweating buff.

Arrived at Freedom's Pole,

When Wayne, who thought he'd time enough,

Thus speechified the whole

:

" O ye whom glory doth unite,

Who Freedom's cause espouse,

Whether the wing that's doomed to fight.

Or that to (irive the cows

;

Ere yet you tempt your further way,

Or into action come,

Hear, soldiers, what I have to say,

And take a pint of rum.
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Tntemp'rate valor then will string

Each nervous arm the better,

So all the land shall lO I sing,

And read the gen'ral's letter.

Know that some paltry refugees,

Whom I've a mind to fight.

Are playing h—1 among the trees

That grow on yonder height.

Their fort and block-house we'll level,

And deal a horrid slaughter;

We'll drive the scoundrels to the devil,

And ravish wife and daughter.

1 under cover of th' attack.

Whilst you are all at blows.

From English Neighb'rhood and Tinack

Will drive away the cows.

For well you know the latter is

The serious operation.

And fighting with the refugees

Is only demonstration."

His daring words from all the crowd
Such great applause did gain,

That every man declared aloud

For serious work with Wayne.

Then from the cask of rum once more
They took a heady gill,

When one and all they loudly swore

They'd fight upon the hill.

But here—the muse has not a strain

Befitting such great deeds.

Hurra, they cried, hurra for Wayne !

And, shouting—did their needs.

Canto 2.

Near his meridian pomp, the sun

Had journey'd from the horizon,

When tierce the dusky tribe mov'd on.

Of heroes drunk as poison.

The sounds confused of boasting oaths.

Reechoed through the wood.

Some vow'd to sleep in dead men's

And some to swim in blood, [clothes.

At Irvine's nod, 'twas fine to see

The left prepared to fight,

The while the drovers, Wayne and Lee,

Drew oif upon the right.

Which Irvine 'twas Fame dont relate.

Nor can the Muse assist her.

Whether 'twas he that cocks a hat,

Or he that gives a glister.

For greatly one was signahzed.

That fought at Chestnut Hill,

And Canada immortalized

The vender of the pill.

Yet the attendance upon Proctor

They both might have to boast of;

For there was business for the doctor.

And hats to be disposed of.

Let none uncandidly infer

That Stirling wanted spunk.

The selfmade peer had sure been there.

But that the peer was drunk.

But turn we to the Hudson's banks,

Where stood the modest train,

With purpose firm, though slender ranks.

Nor car'd a pin for Wayne.

I For then the unrelenting hand

Of rebel fury drove,

And tore from ev'ry genial band

Of friendship and of love.

And some within a dungeon's gloom.

By mock tribunals laid,

Had waited long a cruel doom.

Impending o'er their heads.

Here one bewails a brother's fate.

There one a sire demands,

Cut otF, alas ! before their date,

By ignominious hands.

And silver'd grandsires here appear'd

In deep distress serene,

Of reverend manners that declared

The better days they'd seen.

Oh ! curs'd rebellion, these are thine,

Thine are these tales of woe
;

Shall at thy dire insatiate shrine

Blood never cease to flow?

And now the foe began to lead

His forces to th' attack

;

Balls whistling unto balls succeed.

And make the block-house crack.

No shot could pass, if you will take

The gen'rals word for true
;

But 'tis a d—ble mistake,

For ev'ry shot went through.

The firmer as the rebels pressed,

The loyal heroes stand
;

Virtue had nerv'd each honest breast.

And Industry each hand.

In* valor's phrensy, Hamilton

Rode Uke a soldier big,

And secretary Harrison,

With pen stuck in his wig.

But, lest chieftain Washington

Should mourn them in the mumps,

I

The fate of Withrington to shun.

They fought behind the stumps.

But ah ! Thaddeus Posset, why
Should thy poor soul elope ?

And why should Titus Hooper die,

Ah ! die—without a rope ?

Apostate Murphy, thou to whom
Fair Shela ne'er was cruel

;

In death shall hear her mourn thy doom,

Och ! would ye die, my jewel ?

Thee, Nathan Pumpkin, I lament,

Of melancholy fate,

The gray goose, stolen as he went.

In his heart's blood was wet.

Now as the fi'ght was further fought,

And balls began to thicken,

The fray assura'd, the gen'rals thought,

The color of a licking.

Yet undismay'd the chiefs command,
And, to redeem the day.

Cry, ".Soldiers, charge !" they hear, they

"They turn and run away. [stand,

Canto 3.

Not a.l delights the bloody spear,

Or horrid din of battle,

* Vide Lee's trial.

f A disorder prevalent in the rebel lioes.

There are, I'm sure, who'd like to hear

A word about the rattle.

The chief whom we beheld of late,

Near Schralenberg haranguing.

At Van Van Poop's unconscious sat,

Of Irvine's hearty banging.

While valiant Lee, with courage wild,

Most bravely did oppose
The tears of women and of child.

Who begg'd he'd leave the cows.

But Wayne, of sympathizing heart.

Required a relief.

Not all the blessings could impart

Of battle or of beef.

For now a prey to female charms,

His soul took more delight in

A lovely Hamadryad's* arms,

Than cow driving or fighting.

A nymph, the refugees had drove

Far from her native tree,

Just happen'd to be on the move.

When up came Wayne and Lee.

She in mad Anthony's fierce eye

The hero saw portray'd,

And, all in tears, she took him by
— the bridle of his jade.

Hear, said the nymph, O great command-
No human lamentations, [er.

The trees you see them cutting yonder

Are all my near relations.

And I, forlorn, implore thine aid

To free the sacred grove :

So shall thy prowess be repaid

With an immortal's love.

Now some, to prove she was a goddess !

Said this enchanting fair.

Had late retired from the Bodies,]

In all the pomp of war.

That drums and merry fifes had play'd

To honor her retreat.

And Cunningham himself convey'd

The lady through the street.

Great Wayne, by soft compassion sway'd

To no inquiry stoops,

But takes the fair, afflicted maid
Righl into Yan Van Poop's.

So Roman Anthony, they eay.

Disgraced th' imperial banner,

And for a gipsy lost a day,

Like Anthony the tanner.

The Hamadryad had but half

Received redress from Wayne,
When drums and colore, cow and calf.

Came down the road amain.

All in a cloud of dust were seen,

The sheep, the horse, the goat,

The gentle heifer, ass obscene

;

The yearling and the shoat.

And pack-horses with fowls came by,

Befeathered on each side,

* A deity of the woods.

f A cant appellation given among the soldiery to

the corps that has the honor to guard his mnjesty's

person.
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Like Pegasus, the horse that I

And other poets ride.

Sublime upon the stirrups rose

The mighty Lee behind,

And drove the terror-smitten cows,

Like chaff before the wind.

But sudden see the woods above
Pour down another corps,

All helter skelter in a drove,

Like that I sung before.

Irvine and terror in the van,

Came flying all abroad.

And cannon, colors, horse, and man.
Ran tumbling to the road.

Still as he fled, 'twas Irvine's cry.

And his example too,

"Run on, my merry men all—for why?"
The shot will not go through.*

^ Five refugees ('tis true) were found

Stiff on tlie blockhouse Ronr,

But tlien 'tis thouglit tlie shot went round,

And in at the back door

SUPPLEMENT.

As when two kennels in the street,

SvveU'd with a recent rain.

In gushing streams together meet.

And seek the neighboring drain.

So meet these d^ung-born tribes in one,

As swift in their career,

And so to New Bridge they ran on^
But all the cows got clear.

Poor Parson Caldwell, all in wonder.

Saw the returning train,

And mourn'd to Wayne the lac'ii of phin-

For them to steal again. [der,

For 'twas his right to seize the spoU, and
To share with each cominander.

As he had done at Staten Island

With frost-bit Alexander.

In his dismay, the frantic priest

Began to grow prophetic,

You had swore, to see his lab'ring breast,

He'd taken an emetic.

" I view a future day," said he,

" Brighter than this day dark is.

And you shall see what you shall see,

Ha ! ha ! one pretty marquis
;

And he shall come to Pauliis' Hook,
And great achievements think oti,

And make a bow and take a look.

Like Satan over Lincoln.

And all the land around shall gioiy

To see the Frenchman caper.

And pretty Susan teli the story

In the next Chatham paper.'

This solemn prophecy, of course.

Gave all much consolation,

Except to Wayne, who lost his horse

Upon the great occasion.

His horse that carried all his prog.

His military speeches.

His corn-stalk whisky for his grog-
Blue stockings and brown breeches.

And now I've closed my epic strain,

I tremble as I show it,

Lest this same warrio-drover, Wayne,
Should ever catch the poet.

z^^^^

^i^^t^d^^r-cy

""/l^^U^



ANALYTICAL INDEX.-VoI. L

Aaron, Little, Mohawk Chief, Notice of, 269.
Abercrombie, Colonel, killed at Battle of Bunker Hill, 546.

Abercrombie, General James—Expedition to Lake Champlain
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view with Delaplace— His Order to surrender obeyed—
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Ira, 161 ; Barre, Colonel Isaac, 463; Barrett, Colonel James,
525; Bernard, Governor, 484 ; Bettys, Joseph, 164; Bradford,
William, 444 ; Bradstreet, Colonel, 215 ; Brainerd, Reverend
David, 336; Brent. Joseph, 2.56; Brown, Colonel, 280; Bur-
goyne. General, 37; Burke, Edmund, 503; Butler, Colonel
John, 285 ; Butler, Colonel Zebulon, 3.55 ; Caldwell, Reverend
James, 326 ; Chnton, Charles, 2.55 ; Clinton. General, 272

;

Cochran, Dr.. 221 ; Columbus, Christopher, 18; Dayton, Col-
onel Elias. 323 ; Dean, James, 273 ; Denison, Colonel Nathan,
361; Dickinson, John, 476; Dickenson, Reverend Jonathan,
'M26 ; Durkee, Colonel, 345 ; Francis, Colonel, 324 ; Gage, Gen-

eral Thomas, 573 ; Gansevoort, Colonel Peter, 240 ; George
HI., 457; Gibbon. Edward, 519; Grafton, Duke of 482; Gren-
ville, George, 460* Gridley, Colonel Richard, 546 ; Hancock,
John (see Biography of Signers of Declaration of Independ-
ence, Appendix)—Hand, General, 274 ; Hewes, G. R. T., 502

;

Howe, Loid, 119; Hull, Major, 55; Humphreys, Colonel. 429;
Hutchinson, Governor, 467 ; Isabella of Castile and Leon, 22 :

Jonner, Edward. .307; J—n. Mrs., 88; Johnson, John, 285;
Johnson, Sir William, 2:12, 287 ; Kinnison, David, 500 ; Kirk-
land, Samuel, 234; Knyphausen, General Baron. 321; Kosci-
uszko, Thaddeus, 48 ; Langdon, Governor. 393 ; Lee. Ann,
383 ; Livingston, Governor."330 ; Livingston. Colonel Henry
A., 385 ; Minor, Charles, 240 ; Montcalm. Marquis De, 188

;

Montgomery, Richard, 200; Montour, Catharine (Queen
Esther), 357; Munson, Dr., 308; Murphy, Timothy, 62; Nix-
on, General, 76; North, Lord, 483; Oliver, Judge, 506; Otis,
James, 493; Pickering, Colonel Timothy, 374

; Prescott, Col-
onel William, 539 ; Queen Esther (Catharine Montour). 357

;

Quincy, Josiah, 498; Rogers, Major, 116; St. Clair, General
Arthur, 132; St.Veran. Joseph De, 188; Smith, Adam, 517;
Spencer, General Joseph, 566 ; Standish, Miles, 445 ; Stark,
John, 394 ; Sulhvan, General, 272 ; Thomas, General, 202

;

Trumbull, John, 401 ; Ward, Artemas, 190 ; Warner, Colonel
Seth, 153 ; Warren, Dr. Joseph, 548 ; Warren, James, 494

;

Warren. Mrs. Mercy, 464 ; Whitefield, Reverend George, 336

;

Wilkes, John, 520; WUlett, Colonel, 244 ; Winslow, Edward,
445 ; Wolfe, General, 188 ; Wooster, General, 408 ; Yest,
Francois, 175; Zinzendorf Count, 342.

Bishop, Caricature of attempt to Land in America, 459.
Bloody Pond, 107.

Bloody Run, Tragedy of 94.

Board of Trade and Plantations in 1696, 453.
Bokum, Professor, Quotation from, 299.
Bolingbroke, Lord, elopes to America with German Girl, 329
Bombardment ofAmerican Works by British from Bunker HiR

in 1775, 571.

Boscawen, Admiral, sails from Hahfax in 17.58, 119.
Boston, Origin and Names of, 445 ; Settlement of 446 ; Firs*

Forts in—Erection of monumental Column on Beacon Hill,

451
;
First open Resistance resolved upon against the Crown,

459; Arrival of Stamps in 1765 — Riot— Efligies burned,
466, 469 ; Destruction of Liberty Tree and other Property
467; Attack on Hutchinson's House—Character of Rioters,
468 ; Proceedings relative to Stamp Act—Nonimportation
Associations formed, 469 ; Rejoicings on Repeal of Stamp
Act—Release of Prisoners for Debt—Pyramid on the Com-
mon—Liberality of Hancock. 473 ; Province House, 474 ;

Confinement of Tide waiter, Kirke—Seizure of Sloop Liberty—Excitement of the People—Public Meeting called at Fan-
euil Hall, 478; Convention proposed, 479; Convention held
in Faneuil Hall— Arrival of British Troops, 480; Military Dis-
play—Exasperation of the People—Nonimportation Associ-
ations formed, 481 ; Daughters of Liberty hold Meeting—Ar-
rival of General Gage—Dissolution of Assemblies, 483; Bick-
erstaff's Almanack. 486; Assault on Mr. Otis, 487 ; Patriotism
of Women and Boys, 488 ; Murder of Boy Snyder—Pardon
of the Murderer—Riot, 489 ; Attack of Mob on the Soldiers—
Attucks, Gray, and Caldwell shot, 490 ; Intense Excitement—Old South Church—Delegation of Patriots before the Gov-
ernor—Removal of Troops—Trial of Captain Preston, 491 ;

Soldiers defended by John Adams and Quincy—Result of the
Trial, 492; Patriots in 1770—Hutchinson made Governor-
Asserted Independence of Assemblies, 493 ; Preparation for
Reception of Tea Ships—Treatment of Consignees—Hand-
bills and Placards issued, 496 ; Arrival of Tea Ships—Monster
Meeting at Old South—Speech of Josiah Quincy, 497; De- •

struction of Tea in the Harbor, 498 ; Quietude of the Town—Punishment of Smuggler—Names ofMembers of Tea Party,
499 ; Port Bill proposed and adopted, 503 ; Arrival of Gen-
eral Gage in 1774—Meeting in Faneuil Hall to consider Port
Bill—Excitement of the People, 507; Boldness of Patriots,
510; Closing of the Port, 511 ; Courts of Justice suspended
on Eve of Revolution, 512; Topography of 512, 513, 551, 561

,

566, 574 ; Peaceable Resistance of People on Eve of Revolu-
tion—Spirit of the Press—Names of Boston Newspapers in
1774 — Fortification of the " Neck"—Committee of Corre-
spondence in 1774—Names of 513 ; Arrival of British Troops
from the Jerseys, New York, and Quebec—Number of Brit-
ish Troops stationed at, 521 ; Arrival of Patriots from all

Quarters after Battle of Lexington—Organization of Troops
under General Ward—Preparations to besiege the City

—

Neck defended by Colonel Robinson, 534 ; Gloomy Prospects
of People—All Intercourse with the Country cut oil" by Gage—Surrounded by exasperated Patriots—Interview of Gage
with the Selectmen—His Perfidy. 535 ; Operations in Vicinity
of after Battle of Lexington, 537; Preparations for Block-
ading, 538; British Men-ofwar at, after Battle of Lexington,
539 ; Common, .551 ; Number ofyearly Passengers, 560 ; State
House—Copp's Hill—Statute of Washington—Mather's Vault,
561 ; Belligerent Armies and Skirmishes at—After Battle of
Bunker Hill— Condition of British Troops after Battle of
Bunker Hill—Railroads— Population in 1775, 571; Plan of
Relieving—Departure of Women of with Spoons and Spe-
cie quilted into Garments, 572 ; Desecration of Old South.
574.

Boudinot, Elias, Tomb of, 326.
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Boundary Line establiahed between Canada and United States

in 1842, 167.

Bounty offered American Recruits at Morristown, 312.

Boyd, Lieutenant, reconnoitres Beard's Town—Beheaded, 276.

Boys, Patriotism of, in Revolution, 296, 488, 512.

Bradford, William, biographical Sketch of. 444.

Bradstreet, Colonel John, biographical Sketch of— Captures
Fort Frontenac in 1758, 215.

Bragaw, Bergen, Notice of, 333.

Brainerd, Quotation from, 227.

Brainerd, Reverend David, biographical Sketch of, 336.

Brant, Joseph, Interview with General Herkimer at Ogkwaga,
near Susquehanna, 238 ; Withdraws Warriors from Susque-
hanna, and joins Butler and Johnson, 239; Approaches Oneida
Lake with Butler, Claus, and Johnson, 241 ; At Siege of Fort
Schuyler, 244 ; Destroys German Flats in 1778, 255 ; Bio-

graphical Sketch of, 256 ; Destroys Springfield, at Head of
Otsego Lake, in 1778, 266 ; Humanity of— Challenged by
M'Kean, 270 ; In Western New York, 274 ; At Battle of
Klock's Field, 281 ; Captures Vrooman at Fort Schuyler, 282;

His Hatchet-marka at Johnstown, 286 ; Attempts to cut off

Settlement of Cherry Valley—Deceived by Boys, 296; Not
engaged in Invasion of Wyoming—Campbell's Injustice to-

ward, 354.

Brant, Molly, Notice of, 287.

Brener, Colonel, wounded at Battle of Bunker Hill, 545.

Breyman, Colonel, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50 ; At Battle

of Bennington, 394.

Bricketts at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50.

Bridge, Suspension, over Niagara River, 228.

Brock, General Sir Isaac, Death and Monument of, 226.

Brooks, Major, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50 ; At Battle of
Bunker liill, 539, .541.

Brown, Captain Christian, overpowered at Battle of Schoharie,

267.

Brown, Colonel John, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50; Suc-

cessful Expedition against British Posts between Lakes
George and Champlain, 114 ; Biographical Sketch of, 280.

Brush, Colonel, at Battle of Bennington, 394.

Bryant, Quotation from, 88, 284.

Buckingham, Quotation from, 228.

Buckley, Mrs., Treatment of. by Tryon, 427.

Buckminster, wounded at Battle of Bunker Hill, 545.

Bunker Hill, Topography of, .'538, .'i4(), .543 ; Battli; of, 543; Names
of British Officers killed at, 545; Monument—Description,

Construction, and Dedication of, 558, 5.59 ; Scenery from, 560.

Burgoyne, General, biographical Sketch of— Intrusted with
Command of British Forces, 37; Arrives at Quebec— Re-

ceives Aid from Sir Guy Carleton—Congregates Forces at

St. John's, 38; Victorious from St. John's to Crown Point

—

Prepares to besiege Ticondcroga, 39 ; His Force augmented
—Advances to Fort Anne—Reaches Fort Edward, 40; Per-

plexity in Mohawk Valley, 48 ; March to Saratoga and Still-

water, 51 ; Narrow Escape of, 55 ; Diminution of his Army
at Stillwater, 59 ; Preparations to i-etreat. 64 ; Retreat toward
Saratoga from Stillwater—Anticipated liy Gates, 72 ; Attempts
to retreat to Fort Edward, 74 ; Stratagem unsuccessful, 75

;

Perplexity—Determines to surrender, 77 ; Proposition, 78
;

Message to Clinton— Disposition to withhold Signature

—

British Forces ground their arms, 79 ; Introduction to Gates,

80 ; Surrender of Sword at Saratoga, 81 ; Investment of Ti-

condcroga, 132 ; Proclamation, 133 ; Interview with Indians

at Bouquet River. 160; Rendezvous at St. John's, 173; Ar-

rival at Boston after Battle of Lexington, 537 ; Opinion of
Battle of Bunker Hill, 548.

Burke, Captain, Continental Navy, 576.

Burke, Edmund, in House of Commons in 1776, 471 ; Picture

of Pitt's Cabinet, 475 ; Orations in behalf of American Liber-

ty—Biographical Sketch of, 503 ; Goldsmith's Epitaph of, 504.

JJurnet, Governor, erects Fort at Oswego in 1727, 216 ; Ap-
pointed Chief Magistrate of Massachusetts in 1728, 454.

Burr, Aaron, with Arnold on his Way to Quebec, 194.

Burr, Thaddeus, and Wife, Notice of, 425.

Bute, Earl of, Influence of, 457 ; Character of, 458 ; Resigna-
tion of, 468,

Butler, Colonel John, at Siege of Fort Schuyler, 244 ; Recruits

Tory Refugees on St. Lawrence River, 264 ; Breaks into Val-

ley "of Wyoming in 1778, 267 ; Residence of, in Mohawk
Valley— Biographical Sketch of, 285; Detachment of, at Tioga
Point in 1778, 352 ; Head quarters of, at Wintermoot's Fort,

nt Wyoming, 1778, 353 ; Demands Surrender of Forty Fort,

354.

Butler, Colonel, in Encampment at Morristown, 313.

Butler. Walter N., made Prisoner, 230; Imprisoned at Albany
in 1777— Escapes—Commands Detachment of Rangers in

Expedition against Tryon County in 1778, 267 ; Marches with

Brant toward" Cherry Valley, 268 ; Character—Slain by Onei-

das in 1781, 270 ; Incursion into Mohawk Valley, 290 ; Retreat

to Canada—Death of, 291.

Butler, Colonel William, takes Post at Schoharie in 1778, 267.

lUitler, Colonel Zebulon, sent to destroy Indians at Cnyuga Lake,

278 ; Notice of, 340, 346, 348 ; In Expedition to Wyoming in

1775, 348, 362 ; Sends Messengers to learn Intentions of Sav-

ages, 349 ; Deceived by Indian Messenger John—Writes Let-

ter to Roger Sherman, 350 ; Made Commander-in-chief at

Wyoming^in 1778, 353 ; Escape to Williesbarre Fort, 357
;

Escape from Wyoming in 1778, 358; Speech of—Biograph-
ical Sketch of 3.55 ; Residence and Grave of, 367.

Butterfield, Major, Notice of, 207.

Cabot, John, Voyage to North America, 28 ; True Discoverer
of North America, 29.

Cabot, Sebastian, Explores Coast North of Albemarle Sound,
27 ; Reaches .Shores of Brazil and Rio de la Plata, 28.

Cairn, Scotch Canadian, 209.

Caldwell. Mrs., Murder of, 325; Monument of, at Elizabeth-
town, 326.

Caldwell, Reverend James, Notice of, 324 ; Biographical Sketch
of—Monument of, 326; Murder of—Execution of Murderer
—Funeral—Orphan Family of 327.

California, ancient Inhabitants of, 16.

Callender, Captain, dismissed from Service for Cowardice

—

Reinstated by Washington for Bravery, 550.

Cambridge, attempted Seizure of Arms at, 514 ; Head quarters
of American Army after Battle •'of Lexington, 534 ; Early
History of—Washington's Head-quarters, 555; Washington
Elm, 558, 564 ; Topography of, 566.

Campaign, British, Preparations for, in 1777, 36 ; Instructions
of Lord George Germain, .37.

Campbell, Honorable James S., Notice of Captivity of, 296.

Campbell, Honorable William W., Notice of, 296.

Campbell, Colonel Samuel, directs attention of La Fayette to
Forts in Schoharie Valley, 26.5.

Campbell, Maior, Monument of, near New Haven—Grave of

—

Death of, 423.

Campbell, Mrs., Captured by Indians, 269.

Campbell, Thomas, Errors in "Gertrude of Wj-oming"— In-

justice toward Brant, 354 ; Quotation from, 354, 357 ; Al-

lusion to his Poem, 364.

Canada, Inhabitants of, addressed by American Congress—
Secret Agent sent to, 122; Report, 123 ; Bill for more effect-

ual Provision for Government introduced info Parliament in
1774—Opposition—Denunciations of Barre, 156; Passage

—

Effect of Measure in Colonies— Boldness of Orators and
Press, 157; Cessation of French Dominion in, in 1760, 179;
Patriots (so called) of 1837, 210.

Canadians, French, Superstition of, 173 ; Rural Occupations
of, 173, 174.

Canajoharie, Settlement of, invaded by Tories and Indians in

1780. 262; Female Presence of Mind—Burning of Church-
Indians deceived—Tardiness of Colonel Wemple, 263.

Cape of Good Hope discovered by Vasco de Gama, 26.

Cannon, Mrs., massacred by Indians, 269.

Caravel, Spanish, Description of, 23.

Carcass, defined, 54.5.

Carey, Mr., makes Cannon of Pepperidge Log, 347.

Carleton, Sir Guy, Governor of Canada, 38; Attempts to se-

duce Bishop of Quebec, 158 ; Notice of, 181 ; Courtesy to

Mrs . Montgomery, 200 ; Kindness to American Prisoners at

Quebec in 1776, 514.

Carleton, Colonel Guy, Spy in Schoharie Valley, 265.

Carolina, North, explored by Verrazzani, 32.

Carolina, South, discovered by D'Aillon, 30.

Cartier, Expedition up the St. Lawrence, 32.

Carver, Governor John, Notice and Death of, 444.

Castle, Genesee, Destruction of, 277.

Catharinestown, Destruction of, 275.

Caughnawasa, Notice of—Old Church, 233; Burned in 1780,

280 ; Description of, 285.

Cave, Indian, Notice of, 105.

Celebration at Chemung on Return of Genesee Valley Expedi
tion in 1779, 278.

Cemetery, at New Haven, 429; Indian, near Plymouth, 443.

Censors, Board of, in Pennsylvania, 373.

Chair, Pilgi-im, 4.38.

Chandler. Mrs. Margaret, Account of Escape of Hancock and
Adams from Lexington, 553.

Chantrey, his Statue of Washington in State House, Boston, 553.

Charles II., Notice of, 434.

Charlotte, Queen of George III —Character of, 458.

Charlestown. Topography of, 538, 540, 543, 566, 571 ; Burning
of, in 1775, 545.

Charter, Connecticut, Notice of, 439.

Charter Oak, at Hartford, Notice of, 4.34.

Chastellux, Marquis De, confers with Washington at Hartford
435.

Chatham, Earl of. Speech of, in Parliament, 84 ; Receives Earl

dom, 475; Unexpected Appearance in Parliament on Eve ol

Revolution — Speech on American Affairs— Conciliatory

Proposition, 518.

Cherry Valley, Whig Meeting at, in 1775, 233 ; Battle of, 268

269, Notice of—Residence of Judge Campbell, 296; Descrip
tion of, 297.

Chimney Point, Lake Champlain, first settled by French in

1731. 150.

Christie, Colonel, Notice of, 226.

Church, Dr. Benjamin, appointed Surgeon of Army Hospital

in 1775—Imprisoned for Treason—Banished from the Coun-
try—First Traitor to American Cause, 568.

Church, Old Caughnawaga. 233 ; Old South, Boston—Deseribed
—Ileadqiiarfers of British Soldiers in Revolution, 490 ; Desu-
cratod by Britisk Troopi, 574.
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Cilley at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50.

Circular Letter of Massachusetts in 1765, 464 ; Of Lord Ilills-

borough, 484.

Clark, Willis Gaylord, Quotation from, 418, 548.

Clarke, Sir Francis, Death of, 63.

Classic Localities, 34.

Claus, Colonel Daniel, Notice of—In Command of Indians at

Oswego, 241, 287.

Clergymen, Action of, 512; Congregational, preach Liberty in

Massachusetts, 521.

Clinton, (ieneral Sir Henry, sends Message to Burgoyne at

Saratoga, 79 ; Sails for Charleston in 1779, 309 ; Arrival of,

from the South in 1780— Designs on Washington at Short
Hills, 322 ; Operations in New Jersey in 1778, 332 ; Sends ma-
rauding Expedition up Hudson River in 1777, 388 ; Arrives at

Boston after Battle of Lexington, .537 ; At Battle of Bunker
Hill, 545 ; Advises Attack on Cambridge, 547.

CUnton, Governor George, Expedition to Tryon County, 280;
Pursues Sir John Johnson to Ticonderoga, 290 ; President of
New York State Convention in 1788, 384 ; First Governor of
State of New York, 387.

Clinton, General James, biographical Sketch of—Expedition to

Western New York against Indians in 1779, 272.

Clinton, Charles, biographical Sketch of, 255.

Clinton, De Witt, proposed Monument to, 259.

Clyde, Colonel, Notice of, 262.

Coal Mines at Carbondale, fatal Accident in, m 1846, 377; Ex-
ploration and Description of, 378.

Cochran, Colonel Robert, in Command at Fort Edward, 74

;

Adventures of—Grave of—Sent to Canada as Spy, 102; In

Command, as Major, at Fort Schuyler, 256.

Cochran. Dr. John, biographical Sketch of, 221.

Cochran, Major, Notice of, 221 ; Death of, 222.

Cochran, Mrs. C. R., 223.

Code, American Naval, adopted in 1775, 576.

Colburn, Colonel, at Battle of Stillwater, 55.

Colfax, General William, at Morristown, 310.

College, Yale, Notice of, 431 ; Harvard, endowment of, 555.

Colonies American, State of, just previous to Revolution, 349

;

Moral Spectacle of, on Eve of Revolution, 521.

Colonies, New England, Union of. 433 ; Conjunction of New
Haven and Connecticut in 1665— Charter of Connecticut
granted by Charles II., 434.

Colonists, American, Aflairs of, in 1775, 122; Forbearance of,

before Revolution—Consistent Course of Delegates in Con-
gress—Various Addresses of second Congress, 126; Mihtary
Preparations by Congress—Army of—Spirit of, 127.

/Olumbus, Christopher, biographical Sketch of, 18 ; Grounds
of Belief in Existence of America, 19 ; Departure from Palos,

23 ; Mutiny among his Crew, 24 ; Discovery of America, 25
;

Landing in South America—Return to Europe—Honors con-

ferred on him—Imprisonment—Release— Subsequent Dis-

coveries—Death, 26.

jommissioners, Names of, at Convention at Albany in 1754,

303 ; At Trenton in 1782, to adjust Difficulties between Con-
necticut and Pennsylvania, 371 ; Appointed by Pennsylvania
to investigate Affairs of Settlers in Wyoming, 371, 375; Of
Customs, 475.

Committee, Boston, of Correspondence in 1774—Names of, 513;

Of Safety and Supplies appointed by Massachusetts Provin-

cial Congress, 516 ; Names of—Erapovi'ered to regulate Move-
ments of gathering Army previous to Battle of Bunker Hill,

536 ; Appointed to draught Commission of and Instruction

for Commander-in-chief of the American Army, 563; Of Con-
gress arrive at Cambridge and confer with Washington re-

specting future Operations, 575.

Company, Susquehanna, Notice of, 343 ; Delaware, Notice of

—

Purchase Lands of Indians on Delaware River, 344 ; Estab-

lish Democratic Government in 1771, 347.

Compo, Landing of British at, in 1777, 402.

Concord, Skirmish at, in 1775, 190; Provincial Congress meets
at, in 1774, 515 ; Battle-ground of—Topography, 527 ; Con-
cealment of Stores at—Monument—Village of, 552 ; Celebra-
tion at, in 1850, 554.

Congress, Continental, Factions in, 42 ; Ratification of agree-

ment with British Government for return of Burgoyne, 82 ;

Secret Committee of, for obtaining Aid from France after

Battle of Saratoga, 86; Address to People of Canada. 122;
Holds Session at Baltimore in 1777, 307 ; Issues Bills, 317,

318 ; First authorizes Coinage of Money, 318 ; Adopts Reso-
lutions urging Pennsylvania and Connecticut to cease Hos-
tilities in 1775— Resolutions unheeded, 348; Recommends
Committees of Vigilance in 1775—Resolutions of, in 1778, to

raise Soldiers in Westmoreland, 352 ; Censures Stark for In-

subordination, 394 ; Promotes him for valiant Deeds, 398

;

Adopts Resolution to erect Monument in Memory of General
Woostcr, 406 ; Action of, concerning brilliant Achievements
of Arnold at D anbury. 410; Appointment of Delegates from
Massachusetts to, in 1774, 510 ; Wisdom and Sagacity of, de-
scanted on by Pitt—Orders Monument to be erected in Mem-
ory of General Warren, and that his eldest Son be educated
at Expense of United States, in 1775. 550 ; Establishes Post-

office System in 1775—Also, Army Hospital—Adopts Meas-
ures to strengthen Army and organize Civil Government in

1775, 568.

Oongress first Continental Assembles at Philadelphia in 1774,

126 ; Address of, to People of Great Britain, Canada, and Ire-

land, 157.

Congress, second Continental, assembles at Philadelphia in

1775, 125; Consistent Course of Delegates— Various Ad-
dresses, 126; Military Preparations, 127; Tardiness in sup-
plying Men and Munitions, 133; Suspends St. Clair—Appoints
Gates to succeed Schuyler, 136; Sends Committee of In-

« quiry to Lake Champlain in 1775, 155; Appoints Washington
Commander-in-chief of American Forces in 1775, 190 ; Mes-
sage of, to Shawnees to secure Neutrality in 1778, 264 ; Di-
rects Washington to attack Enemy, 573.

Congress, General, proposed in Massachusetts in 1774, 509.
Congress, Provincial, of New York, changes Name to " Con-
vention of Representatives of State of New York" in 1776

—

Assembles at White Plains in 1776—Approves Declaration of
Independence, 386.

Congress, Provincial, of Massachusetts, assembles at Concord
in 1774, 515 ; Votes to enroll twelve Thousand Minute-men
in 1774—Invites Connecticut and Rhode Island to follow Ex-
ample, 516; Orders purchase of Ammunition and Stores,
521 ; Assembles at Watertown in 1775, 531 ; Votes to increase
American Forces—Issues Circular Letter to Committees of
Safety of Province, 533 ; Issues Paper Money—Resolves that

Gage is unqualified to longer serve as Governor, &c., 534

:

Benevolence of, 536 ; Passes Law prohibiting Waste of Gun
powder for Sporting, 570.

Congress Stamp Act, 1765, 522.

Connecticut, Assembly of, proposes to adjust Difficulties with
Pennsylvania in 1771, and sends Colonel Dyer as Agent to
England, 347; First Meeting-house in—First Court held in

—

First Government organized—Criminal Code based on Jew-
ish Laws, 433 ; Conjunction with New Haven—Charter of,

granted by Charles II.— Charter of, annulled by James II. in
1685—SLi' Edmund Andross appointed first Governor General
—Demands and is refused Charter—Charter laid before him
—Seized and concealed in Oak Tree by VVadsworth, 4.34

;

Charter still in full Force in Opinion of Jurists, 435 ; His-
torical Society, Notice of—Relics in Collection of, 437, 438,

439 ; Assembly appoints Military Officers in 1775, 522 : Assem-
bly votes to raise six Regiments previous to Battle of Bunker
Hill, 536.

Connecticut Farms, burning of, 322.

Constitution, Federal, similar Plan of, proposed by Franklin,
Coxe, and Penn, 303 ; Conventions relative to Adoption of,

382. 384 ; Vindicated by Jay, Hamilton, and Madison in " Fed-
eralist," 384 ; Names of Committee for draughting and re-

porting, 386.
" Constitutional Courant," Head-piece of, curious Device, 468,

508.

Convention at Saratoga for Release of Burgoyne, 83.

Convention, Colonial, at Albany in 1754, for renewal of Treaties
with Six Nations—Names of Delegates of, 303 ; At Hartford
in 1779. 321 ; At New York in 1765—Adopts Declaration of
Rights—Petition to King and Memorial to Parliament, 465.

Convention, New York State, held at Poughkeepsie in 1788.

382, 383, .384 ; Of Representatives of State of New York at

White Plains, Harlffim, Fishkill, and Kingston, in 1777, 387.
Convention held in Boston in 1768, 480 ; At Boston in 1774, re-

solve that no Obedience is due to late Acts of Parliament, 514.
Cook at Battle of Stillwater, 51.

Cook, Colonel, at Expedition to Danbury, 403.

Coon, Tory, Anecdote of, and Benedict Arnold, 409.

Cornelius, Lewis, Dimensions and Weight of, 380.

Corn Planter, Seneca Chief, Address to President at Phila-
delphia in 1792— Early Temperance Lecturer, 277; Sup-
planted by Red Jacket—On Incursion into Schoharie Coun-
ty, 279.

Cortereal. Caspar, Voyage of, to North America—Kidnaps and
sells Indians to Portuguese as Slaves, 29.

Cortez, Fernando, 30.

Colton, Reverend John, Compliments to, 446.

Council of Six Nations of Indians in Genesee Valley in 1779,

276 ; Of Indians at Albany in 1754, 303 ; Of Indians at Easton
with provincial Governors in 1758, 336, 344; At Fort Stan-
wix in 1768, 344.

Council of War at Forty Fort in 1778, 353 ; At Boston after
Battle of Lexington—Names of Officers, 534 ; Summoned by
Gage on Morning of Battle of Bunker Hill, 540 ; Called by
Washington at Cambridge, 1775, 565, 573.

Courts-martial of Schuyler and St. Clair, 136; General Enos,
192.

Courts of Vice Admiralty established throughout Colonies in

1696, 453.

Cow Boys and Skinners, Notice of, 502.

Cowper, Quotation from, 336.

Cox, Colonel, at Unadilla, 238 ; At Siege of Fort Schuyler, 243

;

Killed, 246.

Coxe. Daniel. Letter of, to Joseph Galloway, 320.

Cradles of Liberty, May Flower, 440; Faneuil Hall, 479.

Crane, General, Tomb of. 326.

Crown Point. Capture of, in 1758, 120; Captured by Green
Mountain Boys in 1775, 153.

Cruisers, American, fitted out in 1775, 569.

Currytown, Attack on. by Doxstader—Captives, 294.

Cushing, Thomas, Chairman of Convention in Boston in 1768,

479.
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Cushraan, Reverend Robert, Notice of, 433.

Cuyler, Colonel, at Battle of Klock's Field, 281.

Daggett, Reverend Dr. Naphthali, biographical Sketch of—In-

humanly treated by the British at New Haven, 424.

Dana, Anderson, Notice of, 360.

Dana, Richard H., Quotation from, 360.

Danbury, Connecticut, Washington's Army at, in 1778, 33'^;

Original Proprietors of. 400 ; Tryon's Kxpedition to, in 1777,

401 ; Burned by British in 1777, 404.

Dartmouth, Lord, placed at Head of Board of Trade in 1772,

495; Card of, 531.

Davenport, Reverend Mr., Notice of, 419.

Davis, Captain, at Battle of .•Springfield in 1780, 324.

Davis, Captain Isaac, at Battle of Concord in 1775, 526.

Dawes, Honorable Thomas, Quotation from, 493.

Dayton, Colonel S., at Fort .Stanwix, 236.

Dayton, Colonel Elias, at Battle of Springfield—Biographical
Sketch of, 323 ; Tomb of, 326.

Dean, James, biographical Sketch of, 273.

Deane, Silas, biographical Sketch of 85.

Dearborn, Major, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50.

Dearborn, Lieutenant, sent to destroy Indians in 1779, 278.

Debt, National, of England, 95 ; American, Foreign and Domes-
tic, in 1777-81, 319.

Declaration of Independence— Manner received in Mohawk
Valley, 236.

De Gourges, E.xpedition to Florida— Avenges the Death of
Huguenots upon the Spaniards, 32.

De Grove, H., Notice of, 400.

Delancy, James, President of Convention at Albany in 1754, 303.

Denison, Colonel Nathan, Notice of, 348 ; Biographical Sketch
of, 361.

Derby, Honorable Richard, fits out Vessels to bear Dispatches
to London in 1775, 531.

De Salle at Mouth of Niagara River in 1725, 224.

De Soto, Fernando, Expedition to Florida in 1538, 30; Expe-
dition up the Mississippi in 1540—Death of 31.

D'Estang, Count, arrives at Sandy Hook with French Fleet in

1778, 331.

Devices on Continental Money, 317; on Newspaper Heads, 507,

508.

De Witt. Levi, Notice of, 290.

Diamond Island, Lake George, 109 ; A Military Dep8t under
Burgoyne, 114.

Dibble, Joseph, Notice of, 406.

Dickenson, John, biographical Sketch of, 476; Honors to, 477;
Draws up Petition to the King, 568.

Dickinson, General, at Battle of Springfield, 323.

Dickinson. Reverend Jonathan, biogiaphical Sketch of, 326.

Dieskau, Death of, 109.

Dievendorff, Jacob, Notice of, 293, 295.

Dillenback, Captain, assailed by Johnson's Greens, 248.

Dixwell, Colonel, English Resicide, concealed at New Haven
in 1638, 419, 420; Monumenl of, 420.

Dome Island, shelter for Putnam's Men, 114.

Doolittle, Amos, copper-plate Engraver, Notice of, 317
Dorchester Heights, Topography of, 560, 566.

Dorrance, Colonel, at Wyoming, 353.

Doty, Mrs. Jane, Recollections of, 333.

Douw, Volkert P., appointed Commissioner by Congress to at-

tend Indian Council at Johnstown in 1778, 263.

Doxstader attacks Currytown, 293.

Duane, James, appointed Special Commissioner on Indian
Council at Johnstown, 265 ; Delegate to first Continental Con-
gress, 383.

Du Bois, Colonel, at Battle of Klock's Field, 281.
Dudley, Governor, Quotation from, 447.

Dunlap, Reverend Mr., Notice of. 269.

Dupuys, Sieur, forms .Settlements near Syracuse in 1655

—

Escapes from hostile Indians to Montreal, 229.

Durkee, Captain Robert, in Command at Wyoming in 1776

—

At Skirmish on Millstone River in 1777, 351 ; Refused Per-
mission to return Home to Wyoming, 356.

Dui-kee, Colonel John, bioaraphical Sketch of—At Wyoming
Valley, 345.

Dutch, used stamped Paper prior to Stamp Act, 461.

Dwight. Dr. Timothy, Notice of, 270; Pastor at Greenfield Hill

in 1779—His Poem "Greenfield Hill," 4L7; His Description
of Fairfield, 425.

Dyer, Captain, in Continental Navy, 576.

Dyer, Colonel Eliphalet, sent to England to adjust Difficulties

in Wyoming Valley—Anecdote of, about " Lawyers and Bull-

frogs," 347.

East India Company, its Object and Extent, 495.

Easton, Pennsylvania, Notice of, 335.

Edwards, Gilbert, Notice of 321.

Efliigies burned in Boston on Account of Stamp Act, 466, 469.

Elderkin. Jedediah, Notice of, 345; Anecdote of, in "Lawyers
and Bull-frogs," 347.

Elizabeth Port, its Fortification—Ancient Tavern—Wharf 328.

Elizabethtown, Notice of, 326 ; Washington's Army at, in 1778,

332.

Elliot, Joseph, Notice of, 358.

Elliot, Tory, 264.

Emerson, Reverend William, Letter of, describing Washing-
ton's Camp at Cambridge in 1775, 567.

Encampment of American Army at Middlebrook and Pluck-
emin in 1778, 332.

Encampment of American Army at Morristown in 1777— Spirit
and Condition of Continental Army— Place of Quarters
Freemasonry—Inoculation of the Army, 307 ; Proclamation
of the Brothers Howe— Disappointment of tbe People—
Washington's Counter Proclamation, 3U8 ; Opposition to
Washington's Policy—His Independence and Sagacity. 309.

Encampment of American Army at Morristown in 1779-80,
309; Lifeguard and their Duties—Pulaski and his Cavalry
—Elfect of Alarm Guns, 310; Sutierings and Fortitude of the
Army— Secret Expedition of Stirling— Extreme Cold^
Death of Miralles, 311 ; Mutiny—Excuses for the Movement— Injustice toward the Soldiers — Policy and Success of
Wayne, 312 ; Adjustment of Difficulties—Emissaries of Chn-
ton—Patriotism of the Mutineers—Fate of the Emissaries,
313; Mutiny of the New Jersey Line—Prompt Action of
Washington—.Success of Howe, 314.

Encampment of British on Bunker Hill, 530.

Encampment of Hessians near Bennington in 1777, 396.
Encampment of Washington at Cambridge in 1775, 567.
Engravers of the Revolution, Notice of, 317, 421.
Episcopacy designed for America, 459 ; Opposition to, 460.
Epitaph for Colonel Scammel, 431 ; Burke— Goldsmith, 504.
Erskine, Sir William, in Expedition to Danbury, 402 ; In Skir-
mish at Compo, 410.

Esopus the Capital of New York in 1777, 388.
Evacuation of New Haven in 1779, 425.
Everett, Honorable Edward, Speech at Concord in 1850, 554.
Ewing, Colonel, Letter of, about Discovery of Frances Slocum,

368.

Expedition, Foraging, under Baume, to Bennington—Instruc-
tions from Burgoyne—Indian Allies— Skirmish near Cam-
bridge, 392 ; Measure for defending new Hampshire—Lang-
don's Patriotism—Raising of Troops, 393; Stark's Refusal to
accompany Lincoln—Censure of Congress—Result—Move-
ments to oppose Baume, 394 ; Preparations for Battle—Dis-
position of the British Troops—Errors and Difficulties in
Correction. 395; Skirmishing in the Rain—Hessian Encamp-
ment—Stark's Promise and Fulfillment, 396.

Expedition to Canada under Arnold in 177.5, 90; Voyage up
the Kennebec—Dead River—Return of Enos to Cambridge
without Orders—His Trial and Acquittal, 192; Perilous Voy-
age down the Chaudiere—Narrow Escape—Timely Relief
lor the Troops, 193 ; Manifesto of Washington to Arnold-
Joined by Indians Natanis and Sabatis—Arrival at Point Levi
—Incidents of the March, 194. .

Expedition to Currytown, under Captain Gross, in 1781—Bat-
tle at New Dorlach, 294 ; Death of Captain MKim—Prison-
ers, 295.

Expedition of Governor Tryon to Danbury in 1777—Object-
Landing of the British at Compo—Rising of the Militia

—

Character of the People, 402; March of British into Danbury—Head-quarters of Officers, 403 ; Imprudence of some Citi-

zens—Retaliation of British—Burning of the Village, 404

;

Estimated Damage, 405; British attacked by Wooster— Re-
turn Fire— Death of Wooster— Approach of Arnold, 408;
Barricade at Ridgefield—Bravery of Ai-nold-Narrow Escape
—March to Compo, 409 ; Skirmish with Erskine—Connecti-
cut Militia—Action of Congress concerning Arnold. 410.

Expedition to Easton against Six Nations in 1779, under Sulli-

van, 336.

Expedition against German Flats in 1778, 225.
Expedition, marauding, up the Hudson, sent by Sir Henry Clin-

ton, in 1777— Landing at King.ston, Rhinebeck Flats, and
other Places—Burning Houses—Destruction of other Proper-
ty, 388.

Expedition to Horseneck Landing in 1779, under Tryon—.Skir-

mish at Greenwich between British advance Guards and Put-
nam's Scouts—Defeat of Americans—Escape of Putnam

—

Tryon plunders the Inhabitants, and retreats to Rye and
King's Bridge, 412.

Expedition against Indians in Western New York in 1779. un-
der Sullivan, 272; Capture and Execution of Hare and New-
berry—Information from General Schuyler—Damming Ot-
sego Lake—Its Effects, 273; March of Sullivan's Forces

—

Fortifications of the Enemy—Battle, 274 ; Etfect of the Artil-

lery—Retreat of the Enemy— Destruction of Catherinestown
and other Villages and Plantations, 275 ; Approach to Genesee
—Council of Indian Villages—Battle—Capture and Torture
of Lieutenant Boyd, 276 ; Destruction of Genesee and sur-
rounding Country—Picture of the Desolation—Washington
receives the Name ofAn-natakau-les (Town Destroyer), 277;
Return of invading Army—Arrival at Wyoming— Oneidai
driven from Home, 278.

Expedition against Indians in the Ohio Valley, under M'Intosh
in 1778, 264.

Expedition against Indians in Onondaga Valley in 1779, undei
General Clinton—Destruction of Towns, 270; Alarm of the
Oneidas, 271.

Expedition against the Five Nations of Indians in 1696, under
Frontenac, 216.

Expedition against Indians at Oswegatchie in 1779, under Clin-
ton—Attack on Cobelskill—Scalping Parties, 271.
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EKpedition against Indians in Wyoming Valley in 1778, under

Butler, a(a.

Expedition against Indians in Wyoming Valley in 1779, under

Sullivan, 3(i3.

Expedition to Lexington and Concord under Colonel Smith

and Major Pitcairn—Lexington in Arms—Midnight March ot

British, 523; Approach to Lexington—Citizens alarmed by

Bells, Guns, and Drums—Militia called to the Green—Skir-

mish—Eiglit Patriots killed, 524 ; Patriots disperse—People

of Concord aroused— Assembling of Mihtia— Town invest-

ed by British, 5-25
; Destruction of Property—Rapid Aug-

mentation of Militia—Preparations for Action, 526; Battle at

Concord Bridge— Retreat of British to Village— Scalping

Story explained, 527 ; Retreat of Enemy from Concord—An-
noyance on Road by Militia, 528 ; Junction of Troops of

Percy and Smith—Retreat to Charlestown—Skirmishes at

West Cambridge and Prospect Hill, 529.

Expedition against Montreal, under Winthrop, in 1689—Fail-

ure, 451.

Expedition, Naval, off Sandy Hook in 1776, under Dayton and

Alexander, 328; Capture of British Provision Ship. 329.

Expedition, Naval, against Niagara in 1755, under Governor

Shirley, 217.

Expedition to New Haven, under Tryon, in 1779—Landing of

Troops, 422 ; Alarm—Bravery of Militia—Battle on Milford

Hill—Death of Campbell, 423 ; Entrance of Enemy—Treat-

ment of Dr. Daggett—Landing of Tryon, 424; Conduct of

Enemy—People'on East Rock— Evacuation hy British, 425.

Expedition against New York, under Washington, in 1781—

Conference with the French at Wethersfield—Plans of Pro-

cedure—Junction of Armies near Dobb's Ferry— Inettectual

Attempts upon Nev? York—Enterprise abandoned—Wash-
ington and Forces proceed to Yorktown, 436.

Expedition, marauding, to Norwalk, under Tryon, in 1779—
Destruction of the Village—Conduct of Tryon, 414.

Expedition to Staten Island in 1780. under Lord Stirling. 311.

Expedition to Ticonderoga in pursuit of Johnson in 1781, un-

der Clinton and Van Schaick, 290.

Expedition to Tryon County in 1780, under Clinton and Van
Rensselaer—Dispatch of Orders to Colonel Brown, at Fort

Paris—Engagement at Fort Keyser—Death of Brown, 280

;

Pursuit orjohnson by Van Rensselaer— Inaction of the lat-

ter-Battle of Klock's Field—Capture of Tories, 281 ; Pur-

suit of Johnson and Brant—Conduct of Van Rensselaer

—

Capture of Vrooman and his Party—Threatened Invasion,

282 ; Gloomy Prospect in the Mohawk Country—Patriotism
of Colonel Willett-His Command of Tryon Militia, 283.

Expedition to Wyoming Valley in 1775, under Plunket—Re-
pulsed by the Yankees—Council of War—Enterprise aban-

doned, 348.

Expedition to Wyoming in 1784, under Armstrong, 373.

Expenditures of British Government on Account of America

prior to Revolution, 456.

Fairfield—Origin of Name, 416 ; Described by Dr. Dwight—De-
struction of, 425; Tryon's Apology—Extent of Destruction,

426 ; Treatment of Mrs. Buckley—Interference of General

Silliman—Humphrey's Elegy on Burning of, 427; Tryon's

Retreat to Huntington, Long Island, 428.

Falls, Cohoes', described, 35; Montmorcnci, 203; St. Ann's Rap-

ids, in River St. Lawrence, described, 206 ; Cedar Rapids, 207

;

Niagara, 227.

Fanaticism in New England. 449.

Faneuil Hall described- Burned in 1761—Enlarged in 1805,

479 ; Meeting held in, to consider Port Bill in 1774, 507.

Faneuil, Peter.Founder of Faneuil Hall, 1479.

Farrar, Captain Jonathan, at Battle of Lexington, 52.5.

Febiger, Adjutant Christian, at Battle of Bunker Hill, 546.

" Federalist," Notice of, 384.

Fellows, General, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50 ; Situation

of his Detachment, 74.

Fermoy. Gen. De, Imprudence of, at Mount Independence, 135.

Feu. de Joie. Toast at. in Sullivan's Army. 270.

Finances of Revolutionary Government—Emission of Bills of

Credit, 316 ; Continental paper Money—Form of Bills—De-

vices and Mottoes, 317 ; New emissions of Bills—Counter-

feits issued by Toues—First coined Money, 318 ; Deprecia-

tion of pRpcr Money— Confusion in Trade—Foreign and

domestic Debt— Value of Bills in Specie, 319; Laws passed

making paper Money legal Tender—Washington's Depreca-

tion of the Law— Its large Issues encourage Tories, 320;

General Greene charged With enriching himself at public

Expense— Excitement throughout the Country— Riot at

Philadelphia—Convention at Hartford, 321.

Finch. Mr., Prisoner at Wyoming, 3G1.

Fish, Jabez, Notice of, 360.

Fisheries, New England, Bill for Destroying, .520.

Fitch, Governor Thomas, Notice of, 414.

Flag, American, Devices of, 192; Ingenious, 242; American,

wanted liy Indians for Decoy. 350; Pine Tree, described, 570,

576 ; Continental Marine, 576.

Fleet, Formation of, on Lake Champlain, 163; British, Arrives

oti' Sandy Hook in 1778, 331 ; Of Admiral Howe returns from
Newport to New York in 1778, 332; British, arrive off Nor-

walk Islands in 1777, 402; French, blockaded in Narragan-

sett Bay by British. 435 ; British, off Block Island in 1781, 436.

Florida discovered by Ponce De Leon, 29 ; Invaded by De
Soto, 30.

Flucker, Thomas, Notice of, 515.

Fonda. Major Jelles, Notice of, 280.

Foot, Ezra", Notice of, 407.

Ford, Honorable Gabriel. Notice of, 306, 314, 315.

Ford, Mrs., House of, Head quarters of Washington, Hamilton,
and Tilghman, 310.

Forman, Judge. Anecdote of, 229.

Fortifications at Van Schaick's Island, 36, 41 ; Fort Schuyler
or Fort Stanwix, 38, 231, 237; Mount Hope and Mount De-
fiance, 39; At Haver's Island. 41; At Bemis's Heights, 49; At
Stillwater, 58 ; Fort Hardy, 71 ; Of Burgoyne's Camp, Re-
mains of, 69; Fort Edward, 93, 95; Fort Miller, 94; Terms
in, defined, 96; Fort William Henry— Fort George, 108 ; Fort
William Henry, Destruction of— Fort Gage—Fort George,
Ruins of 112; Fort Ticonderoga or Carillon, 115,118; Fort
Howe, 115 ; On Island of Cape Breton, 119 ; At Crown Point,

120 ; At Mount Independence, 133 ; Fort Ann—Present Ap-
pearance of, 139; Fort St. Frederick, 150; Crown Point, De-
scription and present Appearance of, 151 ; At Isle Aux Noix
—Near Plattsburgh, 166 ; At Rouse's Point, 167 ; At St. John's,

169, 172 ; At Chambly, 171, 174, 289 ; At Mouth of Sorel River,

183; At Cape Diamond, near Quebec, 198 ; At Cedar Rapids,

207; Fort Wellington, near Windmill Point, on the St Law-
rence, 210 ; Near Ogdensburgh, 212 ; Fort Frontenac, on the

St. Lawrence, Captured by Colonel Bradstreet in 1758. 215

;

At Oswego, 216, 217, 220; Fort Ontario, 217; Fort Niaga-

ra, 216, 224 ; Forts Stanwix, Newport, and Ball, 231 ; Fort

Johnson, 232; Fort Dayton, on German Flats, 243; Fort
Schuyler, Topography of, 249 ; Destroyed by Fire and Flood
in 1781, 252, 282 ; Fort Herkimer or Fort Dayton, 2.54 ; Fort
Herkimer, 'Topography of 255 ; Fort Plain, Plan and Descrip-

tion of, 261 ; Fort Clyde—Fort Plank, 262; In Schoharie Val-

ley, 265, 279, 280 ; In Cherry Valley, 268 ; Middle Fort, 279 ;

Lower Fort—Fort Hunter, in Mohawk Valley, 280, 290 ; Fort

Paris, in Stone Arabia, 280 ; Fort Rensselaer, in Mohawk
Valley, 283; Fort M'Kean, 295; Fort Orange (now Albany).

301; Fort Nonsense, 306; Fort Lee, 307; Forty Fort and Fort

Wintermoot, in Valley of Wyoming, 340, 351 ; Fort Durkee,

345 ; Fort Wyoming, 346 ; Fort Jenkins, at Wyoming, 351 ;

Names and Position of all Forts in Wyoming, 3.53 ; Forty

Fort. Site of, 365; Fort Dickinson, Wyoming. 373; Fitch's

Point, 413; Fort Hale or Little Fort, on Black Rock, New
Haven, 424, 425 ; Old Forts in, at Boston, 451 ; Fort Inde-

pendence, Boston Harbor, 478; Of Boston Neck, 513; In

Vicinity of Boston after Battle of Lexington, 537, 560, 567,

571 ; On Breed's Hill, 540: At Boston, 574'; On Bunker Hill,

539; On Plowed Hill, 571; At Lechmere Point, 555; At
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 568.

Forty Fort, 3.58, 365.

Fox, Charles James, first Speech of, in Parliament on Boston
Port Bill, .503; Satirizes George III., 519.

France acknowledges Independence of United States in 1778,

87.

Francis, Colonel, killed at Battle of Hubbardton, 146.

Franklin, Dr. Benjamin, Christening of, 114 ; Matures Plan for

Convention at Albany in 17.54, 303 ; Invents Stove in 1742,

328; Advocates Stamp Act in Congress at Albany in 17.54,

461; Advice to Ingersoll, 466; Republishes Letters of "Penn-
sylvania Farmer" in London and Paris, 476; Chosen Agent
for Massachusetts, 493 ; Publishes Letters of Hutchinson and
others in London, 494 ; Summoned before Privy Council

—

Vow on dismissal as Postmaster General, 495 ; Visits Dis-

senters in North of England to enlist them in American
Cause, 517 ; Sends forth Address to People of England and

others, 519; Sails for America, abandoning all Hope of Rec-

onciliation. .521 ; Appointed by Congress Post master Gen-

eral in 1775—Post-office Account-book, 568 ; Receives Bal-

ance due for Services as Colonial Agent in England—Pays
five Hundred Dollars as charitable Donation for Relief of

wounded at Lexington and Concord, and Widows and Oi"-

phans of the killed, ,575.

Franklin, Colonel John, invests Wilkesbarre Fort in 1784, 372

;

Drives Commissioners from Valley of Wyoming—Arrested

for Treason, 375; Discharged, 376,

Fraser, General, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50 ; Death of, 52;

Account of Death of. by Baroness Rcidesel—Place of Death

of—Last Request of. granted. 65 ; Burial of—Humanity of

Americans toward, 66; Burial-place of, 70.

Free-masonry at Morristown, .307.

Frenean. Philip. Quotations from, 37, 43, .533, 537, 571.

Frey, Major, captured at Siege of Fort Schuyler, 248.

Frontenac. Count Louis, Expedition against Five Nations in

1696. 216.

Frost, Captain, at Darien in 1781, 414.

Fulton, Robert, first Steam-boat on Hudson—Price of Passage

of, 35.

Gage, General Thomas, Notice of, 478, 480, 483 ; Arrives in

Boston in 1774, .507 ; Becomes a Tyrant in the Eyes of Bos-

tonians. .509; Attempts to seize Arms and Ammunition at

Cambridge in 1774, 514 ; Sends Expedition against Concord
in 1775, 523 ; Restrictions and Perfidy of, in Boston after Bat-

tle of Lexington. 535; Soliloquy of. .537; Summons Council

»f War on Morning of Battle of Bunker Ilill, 540; Burns
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Charlestown with Carcass, 545; Recalled to make Explana-
tion to King George after Battle of Bunker Hill—Biographical
Sketch of, 573.

Gall, General, at Battle of Berais's Heights, 50.

Gansevoort, Colonel Peter, appointed to Command Fort Schuy-
ler—Biographical Sketch of, 240 ; Letters to General Schuy-
ler imploring Aid, 241 ; In Expedition against Onondagas, 270.

Gardinier, Captain, at Siege of Fort Schuyler, 247.

Gardner, Henry, appointed Receiver General of Massachusetts
in 1774, 51 G.

Gardner, Colonel, at Battle of Bunker Hill—Death of, drama-
tized, 546.

Garrick's Couplet on Goldsmith. .^04.

Garth, General, Notice of 427, 428.

Gates, General, superseded by Schuyler, 38 ; Withdrawal, 39
;

Supersedes Schuyler—Arrival at Van .Schaick's Island, 42;
Quarters at Bemis's Heights, 47; Advances to Stillwater, 48;
Increase of Anny at Stillwater, 59 ; Kindness to British In-

valids at Stillwater, 73; Terms proposed to Burgoyne, 78;
Introduction to Burgoyne, 80 ; Awarded Gold Medal, 84 ;

Letter to Burgoyne relative to Massacre of Women and
Children, 100; Letter to Burgoyne in 1777, 389.

Geake, Samuel, Notice of, 242.

Genesee Valley, Destruction of, its Towns and Property in

1779, 277.

Genesee River, Notice of, 224.

George II., Death of announced to his Heir, 457.

George 111., Accession of, 456 ; Biographical Sketch of, 457
;

Satirized by Fox, 519.

Gerard, M., Minister from France, succeeded by Luzerne, 311.

German Flats, Origin of Name, 253 ; Stone Church at, 254
;

Expedition against—Destruction of Settlement by Brant in

1778, 2.55 ; Rencounter at, between Wordsworth and In-

dians, 298.

Gerrish, Colonel, at Battle of Bunker Hill, 544.

Gerry, Elbridge, at Head of Massachusetts Committee of Sup-
ply, 522.

Getman, Captain, at Schell's Bush, 299.

Gibbon, Edward, takes Sides with Americans on Eve of Revo-
lution—Biographical Sketch of. 519.

Gi-en-gwa-tah, Seneca Chief, at Battle of Wyoming, 354.

Girty, Simon, Tory, 264.

Glen's Falls, Scenery and Incidents of, 105.

Glover at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50.

Gnadenhutten, Destruction of, 343.

Gotfe, General, English Regicide, concealed at New Haven,
419,420.

Goldsmith, Oliver, Extracts from "Retaliation"—Epitaph for

Burke, 504.

Gore, Governor Christopher, wounded in Riot at Boston when
Boy, 489.

Gould, Colonel, Death of, 409.

Government, British, caricatured, 158.

Grafton, Duke of, Augustus Henry—Policy of—Biographical
Sketch of, 482.

Grasshopper, Field-piece, Notice of, 279.

Grave of M. Richardson Stoddard, 148 ; Ethan Allen, 161 ; Near
Fort Jenkins, Wyoming, of Victims scalped, 353 ; Colonel
Zebulon Butler, 367; Huguenots at Kingston, 389; General
VVooster—Its Marks obliterated, 406 ; Colonel Humphreys
at New Haven—Major Campbell, 424 ; Arnold's Wife, 429

;

Vault of Mather Family, 561.

Graves, Admiral, in Command of British Fleet at Battle of
Bunker Hill, 540.

Great Tree, Seneca Chief, Treachery of, at Schoharie, 267.

Greene, General, charged with enriching himself at public Ex-
pense, 321 ; In Command at Springfield in 1780, 323 ; Head-
quarters near Middlebrook, with Washington, in 1778, 332

;

At Bunker Hill, 566.

Greenland and Iceland, mild Climate of, in former Times, 21.

Green Mountain Boys, Regiment of, at Ticonderoga, 155 ; Cap-
tured Crown Point in 1775, 153.

Greenfield Hill, Notice of, 417.

Gregg, Captain, Adventure of 252.

Gregg, Colonel, at Battle of Bennington, 394.

Grenville, George, biographical Sketch of—Originator of Stamp
Act, 460; Speech of 471.

Gridley, Captain Samuel, at Battle of Bunker Hill, 539, 543.

Gridley, Colonel Richard, wounded at Battle of Bunker Hill

—

Biographical Sketch of, 546.

Gross, Captain. Expedition to Currytown, 294.

Grumraon's Hill described, 415.

Gunn, Abel, Notice of, 384.

Guy, Park, 234.

Haddin, Lieutenant, at Battle of Stillwater, 54.

Haldimand, Sir Frederick, Threat of, executed against the
Oneidas in 1779, 278.

Hale, Captain Nathan, Notice of, 425.

Hale, Colonel, at Battle of Stillwater, 51 ; at Battle of Hubbard-
ton—Censured for Cowardice—Death of, 145.

.

Halleck, Quotation from, 337, 364.

Hamilton, Brigadier General (EngUsh), at Battle of Bemis's
Heights, 50.

Hamilton, General Alexander, Anecdote of, 315; Advocate of
the Constitution—Suppresses Doctors' Mob in New York, 384.

Hamilton, Gerard (Single-speech Hamilton), Notice of, 476.
Hamilton, Mr., Anecdote of, at Expedition to Danbury, 403.
Hamilton, Mrs. (Miss Schuyler), Notice of, 315.
Hammell, Major, Notice of, 242.
Hammond, Lebbeus, Notice of, 358, 370.
Hand bills issued at Boston, 496, 507, 572.

Hancock, John, Liberality of, 473 ; Member of Boston Com.
mittee of Correspondence in 1774, 513 ; Captain of Govern-
or's Independent Cadets— Dismissal from, by Gage, 514;
Chosen President of Provincial Congress at Concord in 1774,
515; Biographical Sketch of (see Biography of Signers of
Declaration of Independence, Appendix)—Retires" to Wo-
burn for Safety. 523 ; Anecdote of, on signing Declaration of
Independence, 537; Mementoes of, 561; On Committee to
draught Instructions for and Commission of General Wash-
ington, 563.

Hancock, John, Nephew of the Patriot, Notice of, 561.
Hand, General Edward, biographical Sketch of—In Sullivan's

Expedition, 274.
.]

Han Yerry, Oneida Sachem, Notice of, 278.
Hare, Capture and Execution of, 273.

Hardenburg, Lieutenant, in Expedition against Oswegatchie,
271.. -

Harnage, Major, at Battle of Stillwater, 55.

Harper, Captain Alexander, Capture of, by Tories and Indians,
278.

Harper, Colonel John, sent to Oghkwaga—Returns to Harpers-
field, 237 ; Destroys Schoyere in 1779, 275 ; In Mohawk Val-
ley, 289.

Harrington, Jonathan, Caleb, and Abijah. Notice of, 553, 554.

Harrison, Robert H., succeeds Joseph Reed as Secretary to
Washington, 567.

Hartford, Convention at, in 1779, 321, 432 ; First Settlement
of—Organized as one of the United Colonies of New England
in 1643, 433 ; Incidents of 434, 435.

Hartley, Colonel, at Wyomin^', 3(;3.

Harvard, Reverend John, endows University bearing his own
Name in 1638, 555.

Haynes, John, first Governor of Connecticut, 433.

Headquarters of Revolutionary Officers at Bemis's Heights in

1777, 45; Of Officers of Northern Army at Albany. 304; Of
Washington at Morristown, 306. 309, 310; At New Windsor,
on the Hudson, 313 ; At White Plains in 1778, 331 ; At Fred-
cricksburgli—Middlebrook, 332 ; Of Steuben at Middlebrook
in 1779, 333 ; Of Colonel Butler at Wintermoot's Fort in 1778,

353; Of Aguew and Erskine on Expedition to Danbury in

1777, 403 ;~'Of Putnam at Reading in 1779, 411 ; Of Tryou at

Fairfield, 427; At Cambridge in 1775, 555. 556.

Heath, General, in Command of Hudson Highlands in 1777,

307 ; Receives his Appointment in 1775, 516 ; At Battle of
Bunker Hill, 566.

Hendrick, Mohawk .Sachem, Notice of—Anecdote of, 106 ; His
Eloquence, 107 ; Rebuke to Governor Delancy, 109.

Heniy, Patrick, Eloquence and Revolutions of, against Stamp
Act in 1765, 466.

Henry, Judge, Notice ot—In Expedition to Canada in 1775. 198.

Herkimer, Abraham and George, appointed to shoot Brant's

Attendants, 238.

Herkimer, General, sent to Oshkwaga—Interview with Brant,
238 ; At Siege of Fort Schuyler. 245 ; Wounded, 246 ; Resi-

dence of—His Grave, 260 ; Incidents of his Death, 261.

Herrick, Colonel, at Battle of Bennington, 397.

Hessians, Origin of Name of—At Battle of Stillwater, 51 ; Ludi-
crous Appearance of, after the Surrender of Saratoga—Ad-
vent into Cambridge—Kindness of the People toward, 82;
Encampment of, near Bennington in 1777, 396.

Hewett, Captain, at Wyoming, 353.

Hewes, George R. T., Member of " Boston Tea Party"—His
Character—Patriotism— Death, 509.

Hill, George, Quotation from, 485.

Hill, Thomas, Notice of, 554.

Hillhouse, Captain, at Battle of Milford Hill, 423.

Hillhouse, Honorable James, plants Elms at New Haven, 428.

Hillsborough, Earl of, circular Letter to Colonies, 484.

Historians, Local, of Central New York, 292,

Historical Society of Connecticut, Relics in Collection of, 437,

438, 439; Of Massachusetts, Rehcs in Collection of. 562.

History, early, of America, 15 ; Testimony of. relative to Bene-
dict Arnold, 55 ; Of Skenesborough or Whitehall, 137 ; Of
Montreal, 178 ; Of Quebec, 183, 184 ; Of Syracuse, 229 ; True
Aim of, 248 ; Of German Flats, 2.53 ; Of Tryon County, 292

;

Of Albany, 301 ; Of Wyoming. 340 ; Of Kincston, 385, 386

;

Of the Huguenots, 386 ; Of Salem, 416; Of New Haven. 418
;

Of Puritans, 440; Of Boston, 445 ; Of Quakers, 450; OfCam-
hridge, 555.

Hobart, John Sloss, one of the first Judges of New York Su-
preme Court in 1777, 387.

Holcomb, Luther, at Expedition to Danbury, 403.

Holderness, Lord, Notice of 302.

Hollenback, Mr., Notice of, 360.

Hompasch. Baron, Daughter of, elopes to America with Boling-
broke, 329.

Honeywood, Quotation from, 485.

Hooker, Reverend Thomas, Notice of, 433.

Hoosick Falls, Description of, 391.

House, Reidesel, at Saratoga, 89; Block, Fort Plain, 262; But.
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ler. in Mohawk Valley, 285; Sir John Johnson (Hall), 266;
Kdiie, 2'J-J ; Mansion of General Schuyler. Albany, 304 ; Wash-
ington and Schuyler's Head-quarters, Morristown, 315 ; Ma-
thews, :i-S3; Old Tavern, Elizabethport, 308 ; Liberty Hall—
Klizabethtown Point, 32!:) ; Steuben's Head-quarters, Middle-
brook. 333; Wintermoot's Fort, 351; Red, 375; Van Kleek,
I'ouiihkeepsie, 383 ; Livingston, near Poughkeepsie, 385

;

Constitution, Kingston, New York, 387 ; Yeoman, 388 ; Put-

nam's Head-quarters, Reading. Connecticut, 4U ; Buckley,
Norwalk, 41(j, 426 ; Residence of Arnold in New Haven. 421

;

First Meeting, in Connecticut, 433 ; Webb, Wetherstield, 436
;

Province, Boston, 474 ; Faneuil Hall, Boston, 479 ; Old South
Meeting, Boston, described, 490 ; Hancock, Boston, 507

;

Clark, Lexington, Massachusetts, 523, 553 ; Barrett, Concord,
Massachusetts, 526 ; Washington's Head-quarters, Cambridge,
555 ; Reidesel, Cambridge, 557.

Howe, Lord Viscount George, Expedition of, under Abercrom-
bie, 112; Bravery of, at I'iconderoga, 118; His Death—Bio-
graphical Sketch of, 119.

Howe, Admiral, Return of Fleet of, from Newport to New York
in 1778, 332 ; Arrives ott" Sandy Hook in 1776, 386.

Howe, General Robert, ordered to Pompton by Washington to

quell Rebellion in 1781, 314.

Howe, (ieneral Sir William, Duplicity of, concerning the Troops
of Burgoyne, 82 ; Sent with his Brother Richard on Commis-
sion to American Congress in 1777—Their Proclamation, .308

;

Fits out Expedition to Danbury, 402 ; Arrival of, at Boston
in 1775, after Battle of Lexington, 537 ; In Command at Battle

of Bunker Hill, 541 ; His Esteem of Dr. Warren, 548 ; Left in

Command of Boston on recalling of Gage, 573 ; Issues Proc-
lamations exciting Indignation of Washington, 574.

Hubbardton, first Settlement of—Battle-ground of, 144 ; Battle-

field of, described. 146.

Hubley, Colonel, Notice of, 278.

Huddlestone, Spy, Execution of, 384.

Hudson River, Steam-boats of, 35 ; Difficulty in crossing, in

1777,41.
Hudson, Hendrick, explores North River in 1609, 300.

Huguenots, Colony of, destroyed by Spaniards, in Florida, in

1564, 32 ; History of, 386 ; Graves of, at Kingston, New York,
389.

Hull, Major, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50; Biographical
Sketch of, 55.

Huntington, Colonel, in Expedition to Danbury. 403.

Humphreys, Colonel David. Quotation from, 427, 428 ; Soldier-

poet of the Revolution, 428, 431 ; Biographical Sketch of—His
Monument, 429.

Hurd, Nathaniel, copperplate Engraver, Notice of, 317.

Hutchinson, Thomas, biographical Sketch of^His House at-

tacked, 467 ; His other Property attacked in Boston in 1765,

468; appointed Governor of Massachusetts in 1771, 493.

Immigrants. Pilgrim, Influx of, in 1634, 448.

Incursion of Sir John Johnson into Schoharie Country in 1780

—

Attack on Schoharie Forts—Boldness of Murphy, 279; John-
sou's March to Fort Hunter— Destruction of Property, 280.

Incursion of Sir John Johnson with Indians and Tories into

Mohawk Valley in 1780, 288 ; Captures Sammons's F'amily

—

Destroys their Dwelling—Cruelties and Crimes of Invaders
—Recovery of hidden Plate—Retreat to Canada. 289.

Incursion of Ross and Butler into Mohawk Valley in 1781—Ac-
tion of Willett—Battle at Johnstown—Adventures of Sam-
raons, 290 ; Retreat of British—Flight on West Canada Creek
— ii.-ath of Walter Butler— Last Battle near the Mohawk,
291.

Independence of United States acknowledged by Fi-ance in

1778. 87.

Independents or Separatists, 441.

Indians, American—Aztecs, 16; Bahama, 25 ; Origin and Name
of, 26; At Battle of Stillwater, 59 ; Hendrick, the Mohawk Sa-

chem, Account of—Anecdote of, 106 ; Eloquence of, 107; Six
Nations, described. 109 ; In Ambush, near Fort Ann, 140; Mo-
lang rescues Putnam from, 141 ; War—Feast of, on Bouquet
River, 159 ; Interview of. with Burgoyne at Bouquet River-
Speech of an Iroquois, 160; Jealousy of, near Montreal in 1760,

178; Norridi;ewockor Abenakes, 191 : Natanis and Sabatis, join

Arnold'sE.xpedition to Canada, 194; Massacre of Sherburne's
Corps, near Cedar Rapids—Caughnawagas—The seven Na-
tions of Canada—Brant, 208 ; St. Regis Village, 210 : Five Na-
tions of New York attacked by Frontenac in 1696, 216; War
Feast, under Brant, at Oswego in 1777, 219 ; Capture at Fort
Niagara in 1759, 225; Onondagas—Hostility toward Dupuys,
near Syracuse, 229 ; Massacre French and Spanish, near Os-
wego, in 1669, '230

; Councils of, in Mohawk Valley, 234 ; In

Valley of Charlotte River, 237 ; Council of Six Nations at

Oswego to form Alliance against Bostonians—Seduced by
Promises of Rewards by Guy Johnson—Their Coalescence,
239 ; At .Siege of Fort Schuyler, 242; Amusement of, 252

;

Incursion of Oneidas into UnadiUa Settlement—Five Nations,
Division of, according to Colden, 256; Caughnawagas and
other Tribes threaten Destruction of all the Settlements in

Mohawk and Schoharie Valleys in 1778—Oneidas and Tus-
caroras neutral—Faithful to their Pledge—Fidelity of White
Eyes, 264 ; Council of, at Johnstown—Disposition of ditier-

ent Nations, 265 ; Treachei-y of Great Tree, 267 ; Onondagas,
Expedition agamst, in 1779, 270; Council of Six Nations in

Genesee Valley, 1769, 276 ; Of Genesee Valley—Com Planter,
Notice of—Address to President at Philadelphia—An early
Temperance Lecturer, 277 ; Attack on Schoharie Settlements
in 1780—Rendezvous, 279 ; Colonel Lewis Atyataronghta, an
Oneida Warrior, at Battle of Klock's Field, 281 ; Method of
Scalping, 293 ; Plunder and Burn Currytown, 294 ; Scalp
Mary Miller, 295 ; Skirmish with Captain Woodworth at Ger-
man Flats, 298 ; Six Nations, Convention of, at Albany, in
1754, 303; Council of, at Easton, Pennsylvania, in 1758

—

Teedyuscung, Diplomatist, at Easton, Pennsylvania, 336

;

Anecdote of Old Indian at Wind Gap, Pennsylvania, 338;
Early Tribes of Wyoming Valley, Notice of, 341; Jealous of
Count Zinzendorf—Attempt to murder him, 342; Quarrel
between Shawnees and Delawares about Grasshopper, 343;
Speech of Messenger John in Wyoming Valley in 1775, 349

;

Brant not engaged in Invasion of Wyoming, 354 ; Of Esopus,
massacre and capture Whites in 1063—Driven back to Mount-
ains by Crygier. 386: Skirmish near Cambridge, 392 ; Panic
and FUght of, at Battle of Bennington, in 1777, 397; Pequots
and other Connecticut Indians, 416; Destruction of Pequots,
near Fairfield, in 1637, 417; War of Pequots in 1637, 433;
Attack on Pilgrims in 1620, 443; Defy Pilgrims. 444; Meas-
ures adopted by Congress for securing Neutrality in 177.5,568.

Inglis, Reverend Charles, writes Letter to Joseph Gallowaj' in
Cipher, 320.

Inman Family, at Battle of Wyoming, 366.
Irishmen, enlistment of, in American Army in 1775, 565.
Isabella of Castile and Leon, biographical Sketch of, 22; Aids
Columbus, 23.

Islands, Thousand, in River St. Lawrence, 214 ; In Boston Har-
bor, Skirmishes at, after Battle of Lexington, 537.

Isle Aux Noix, proposed attack of British on French, 152; Forti-
fied, 162 ; Historic Associations of, 167.

Jackson, Colonel, at Battle of Stillwater. 51 : At Battle of Spring-
field, 324.

Jarvis, Stephen, in Expedition to Danbury. 402.

Jay, John, Delegate to first Continental Congress, 383 ; Advo-
cate of Constitution—Wounded by Stone "in Doctor's Mob,
New Y'ork, 384 ; Chairman of Committee for draughting and
reporting State Constitution in 1776, 386 ; First Chief Justice
of State of New York, 387.

Jeflries, Dr., at Battle of Bunker Hill, 544.

Jenner, biographical Sketch of, 307.

Johnson, Sir John, strengthens Johnson Hall by Scotch High-
landers, 235; Perfidy of, toward Schuyler — Flight Irom
Caushnawaga, 236 ; In Command of Indians at Oswego. 241

;

At Siege of Fort Schuyler, 245 ; Recruits Tory Refugees on
St. Lawrence, 264 ; In Western New York, 274 ; Incursion
of, into Schoharie Country—Attack on Schoharie Forts, 279

:

March of, to Fort Hunter, 280 ; Flight toward Onondaga
Lake—Escape to Canada by Oswego, 282 ; Flight toward
Canada—Invasion of Mohawk Valley in 1780, 288 ; Retreats
from Johnstown—Recovers buried Plate, and conveys it to
Montreal, 289; Flight to Canada, 290.

Johnson, Lady of Sir John, conveyed to Albany and kept as
Hostage, 236.

Johnson, Sir William, Anecdote of. and Mohawk Sachem, 106;
Attack on his Camp in 1755, 108; Captures French and In-
dians at Fort Niagara in 1759, 225 ; Biographical Sketch of—
Seat of—Dark Deeds of, in Mohawk Valley— Effect of his
Movements on People—Formation of Parties, 232; Indian
Diploma—Amusements—Death. 288.

Johnson, Guy, Residence of, in Mohawk Valley, 234 ; Sum-
mons Grand Council of Six Nations at Oswego, 239.

Johnson, Captain Edward, quaint Sayings of, 448.

Johnson Greens, 236, 241, 244, 246.

Johnson, Thomas, nominates Washington for Commander-in-
chief, 563.

Johnstone, Reverend Mr., of Johnstone Settlement, 237.
Johnstown. Battle of, in 1781. 290.

Jones, Major, at Battle of Stillwater, 54.

Jones, Lieutenant David, retirement to Canada in consequence
of Murder of Jane M'Crea, 100.

Junius, Letters of— Joint Authorship attributed to Colonel
Barre, Marquis of Landsdowne, and Counselor Dunning, 463.

Kalm's Description of Albany in 1749, 301.

Kean, John, Notice of, 329.

Keats. Quotation from, 44.

Kimble's Mountain, 306.

Kinepox, Discovery of. by Jenner— Introduction of, by Lady
Montague, in 1721, 307.

Kingston. New York, Place of holding Legislature in 1777,358,
363 ; Description and early History of, 385 ; Indian Troubles
—Asylum for Huguenots, 386; Place of holding Convention
of Representatives of State of New Y'ork. and of drauuhtins
and reporting Constitution of State in 1777. 387 ; Burning of,

388; Scene of Execution of Tories in Revolution, 389 ; Scen-
ery near—Birth-place of Vanderlyn the Painter, 390.

Kingston, Lieutenant, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50.

Kingston, Upper Canada, Notice of. 214.

Kinnison, David, only Survivor of Boston Tea Party, 499 ; Life
and Adventures of, 500 ; Speech at Free Soil Meeting in 1643,

501.

Kii-ke, Tide-waiter—Confinement in Sloop Liberty, 478
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Kirkland. Samuel, bioE;raphical Sketch of, 234.
Klook, Colonel Jacob, at Siege of Fort Schuyler, 245 ; Descent
of Son of, upon Palatine, 298.

K.napp, Benjamin, Notice of, 403.

Knickerbocker Magazine, Quotation from, 533.
Knowlton, Captain Thomas, at Battle of Bunker Hill, 539.
Knox, General Henry, Head-quarters of, near Middlebrook,
with Washingtou, in 1778, 332; At Battle of Bunker Hill, 545.

Knyphausen, General Baron, biographical Sketch of, 321 ; In-
vasion of Elizabethtown and Springfield, 322.

Kosciusko, biographical Sketch of, 48.

Labrador, Discovery of by Cabot, 27.

l.u Fayette, Marquis De, accompanies Commissioner Duane to
Indian Council at Johnstown in 1778—Mans Forts of Scho-
harie Creek, 265 ; Escorted by Revolutionary Dragoons in
1825, 413 ; At Laying of Corner Stone of Bunker Hill Monu-
ment, 559.

Lake George, Discovery and Description of, 108 ; Scene of
Massacre in 1757, 110.

Lake, Silver-bottomed, fabled, near Syracuse, 230.
Lamb, Colonel John, Notice of, 459.

Lands. Grants of, extending to Pacific, 123, 343, 399; New
Hampshire Grants declared Free and Independent in 1777,
1(38.

Langdon, Governor John, biographical Sketch of, 393.

Langdon, Dr., Notice of, 459.

Langdon, President, Notice of, 539 ; Reads Declaration of Con-
gress before Army at Cambridge in 1775, 569.

Latimer, at Battle of Stillwater, 51.

Laws, peculiar, in Connecticut, 433.

League and Covenant entered into by Massachusetts Assembly
in 1774, 510.

Leamington, Reverend Mr., Tory, left Norwalk with Tryon,
414.

Learned, General, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 49 ; At Siege
of Fort Schuyler, 250.

Lee, Ann, Founder of Shaking Quakers in America—Biograph-
ical Sketch of, 383.

Lee, Dr. Arthur, biographical Sketch of, 85 ; Card of, 531.

Lee, Major General Henry, at Battle of Springfield, 323 ; Ac-
companies Washingtou to Cambridge, 564.

Lee, Pdchard Henry, appointed on Committee to draught In-

structions for and Commission of Washington, 563.

Legends of Indian Maiden, of Bear Tribe, at Little Falls, 2.')8.

Legislature, New York, Held at Kingston and Poughkeepsie in

1778, 382.

Leslie, Captain William, Notice of, 332.
Letters of Louis XVI. to Charles IV. of Spain, 87 ; Of Junius,
463; Of Pennsylvania Farmer, 476; Of Marque and Reprisal
issued by Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, 576; Of
Washington to female Slave, Phillis,556; Of Reverend Will-
iam Emerson, describing Washington's Camp, 567.

Levi, M., Attempts to recapture Quebec, 189.

Lexington. Skirmish at, in 1775, 190; Topography of, 552;
Monument—Clark House and its Associations, 553 ; Inci-

dents of Battle, 554
Liberty, Sons of Origin of Name, 463 ; Places of Meeting in

Boston. 478, 479 ; American Cradles of 440, 479 ; Daughters
of, in Boston, Meeting of in 1769, 482 ; Massachusetts Song
of 487.

Liberty Hall near Elizabethtown, 329.

Lincoln, Benjamin, appointed Secretary of Provincial Congress
at Concord in 1774, 516.

Lincoln, General, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50, 58 ; At Dia-
mond Island and Ticonderoga, 114 ; At Manchester in 1777,
394.

Linzee, Captain, of British Sloop of War Falcon, repulsed by
Captain Manly, 570.

Lipe, Johannes, House of 263.

Little, Captain, at Battle of Springfield, 323.

Little Falls, described, 2.'j3, 257 ; Rocks at, present Appearance
of—Cyclopean Architecture, 257 ; Attack on, by Indians in

1780, 259.

Livingston, Henry A., Notice of 385.

Livingston, Colonel Henry, at Battle of Stillwater, 51 ; At Siege
of Fort Schuyler, 250.

"

Livingston, Governor William, former Residence of, near Eliz-

abethtown—Notice of—Property purchased by Lord Boling-
broke, 329 ; Biographical Sketch of^Spirit of his Daughters,
330 ; Writes against Episcopacy in America, 460.

Livingston, James, at Battle of Stillwater, 51.

Livingston, Philip, Delegate to first Continental Congress, 383.
Livingston, Robert R., Advocate of Federal Constitution, 384

;

First Chancelor of State of New York, 387.

Lockwood, Lambert, at Expedition to Danbury, 403.

Longfellow, Quotation from, 555.

London, Lord, appointed Commander-in-chief of British Forces
in North America in 1757—Anecdote of, related by FrankUn,
110.

Louis XVI,, Letter of, to Charles IV. of Spain, urging Coopera-
tion in American Cause, 87.

Louisburgh, Siege and Capture of, in 1758, 120.

Lovelace, Thomas, Capture and Execution of, 92.

Low, Isaac, Delegate to first Continental Congress, 383.

Luther, Hymn of, 299.

Luzerne, Chevalier De, arrives from France, 311 ; Namea after
374.

Lyman, General, at Battle of Lake George, 109.

Magellan reaches Pacific Ocean, 16.

Mahew, Reverend Jonathan, Sermon of, against Stamp Act,
467.

Mallory, Edward, Notice of 365.

Manifesto, pompous, of St. Leger on Arrival at Fort Schuyler
in 1777, 242.

Manly, Captain, bravely captures three British Vessels in Bos
ton Harbor, 569 ; Conflict with Sloop of War Falcon. 570.

Manor, Livingston—Burning of Houses at, in 1777, 388; Of
Rensselaer or Rensselaerwyck, 390.

Manufactures, American domestic, at Newport before Revolu
tion, 470.

Marriage, romantic, at Niagara Falls, 228 ; Of Mint Master's
Daughter—Curious Account of, 449.

Marshall, Captain, Death of 478.
" Massachusettensis," Signature of Tory Writer, 513.
Massachusetts, early Patriotism of 304 ; Old Map of Bay ot,

446; Circular Letter of to all the Colonies, 477; Assembly,
Proceedings of on account of Port Bill in 1774, 506, 509;
Gage attempts to Dissolve Assembly—Solemn League and
Covenant of Assembly, 510 ; Last Adjournment of Massa-
chusetts Assembly under Royalty, 511 ; Prepares for War on
Eve of Revolution, 512; Assembly resolve themselves into
Provincial Congress— Organize at Concord, 515; Military
first organized by Ward and Pomeroy, 516; Provincial Con-
gress orders Purchase of Ammunition and Stores in 1775

—

Alarmist Companies formed by Citizens—British Troops Ar-
rive, 521 ; Unity of People after Battle of Lexington—Pro-

. vincial Congress summoned at Watertown, 531 ; Benevo-
lence of Provincial Congress, 536 ; Relics in Collection of
Historical Society, 562. 572 ; Organizes House of Representa-
tives under original Charter in 1775, 568; Provincial Con
gress passes Law prohibiting Waste of Powder by Sporting
in 1775, 570; Pays Franklin Money due for Services as Co
lonial Agent in England, 575.

Massachusetts Spy, 515.

Mather, Cotton, Tomb of 561 ; Letter and Autograph of 562
Mather, Dr. Samuel, Tomb of— Library of, burned by British

at Charlestown in 1775, .561.

Mather, Increase, Tomb of 561 ; Portrait of 562.
Mather, Reverend Moses, Notice of 414.

Mathews, General, dispatched to EUzabethtown Point in 1780,
322.

Mathews, Mrs., Notice of 323.

Maxwell, General, in Sullivan's Expedition, 274.

May Flower, Emigrants in—First Birth among—Copy of Com-
pact signed and entered into previous to Landing, 437; Fac
simile of Handwriting of Pilgrims, 433; Described as Cradle
of American Liberty, 440; Arrival at Cape Cod Bay, 442.

M'Crea, Jane, Murder of 48, 96 ; Biographical Sketch of, 97
;

Account of—Death of 99; Reinterment and Grave of, 101.

M'Donald, Captain, in Western New York, 274.
M'Donald, Colonel John, Monument of 226.

M'Donald, Donald, attempts to burn Shell's Block house, 299.
MKean, Captain Robert, sent to reconnoitre Brant's Encamp-
ment at Oghkwaga in 1778—Letter to Brant from Cherry
Valley, 266 ; Challenges Brant, 270 ; At Battle of Klock's
Field, 281 ; Ordered to Currytown, 294 ; Death of 295.

M'Kee, Tory, Notice of 264.

M'Lellan, Quotation from, 195.

M'Lellan, Lieutenant, in Expedition against Oswegatchie in

1779, 271.

M'Neil, Mrs., abduction of by Indians, 98.

M'Pherson killed at Siege of Quebec, 201.

Mead, General, Ebeuezer, Notice of 411.

Meeker, Timothy, at Battle of Springfield, 324 ; Idea of Stand-
ing Army, 325.

Mellon, Colonel, at Siege of Fort Schuyler, 242.

Merchants, Club of American, suggest Stsmp Act in 1739, 461

;

Of Boston express Willingness to pay for Tea destroyed,
512 ; London, rebuked by George III. for favoring American
Cause, 521.

Mexico, City of, founded, 16.

Middlebrook, Encampment of American Arnjy at, in 1778, 79

;

Howe's Stratagem—Skirmishes—Encampment of seven Bri-

gades of American Army at, 331 ; Washington's Army at, in

1778, 332.

Mifflin, Thomas, appointed by Washington Quarter master Gen-
eral, 566.

Milford, Pennsylvania, Notice of, 380.

Miller, Quotation from, 136.

Miller, Mary, scalped by Indians, 295.

Minor. Charles, Historian of Wyoming—Quotation from, 340:
Letter to Colonel Stone relative to Invasion of Wyoming, 350.

Miralles, M. Juan De, accompanies Luzerne from France-
Death of 311.

Mississippi River ascended by De Soto in 1542, 31.

Mohawk River, Difficulty in Crossing, 41.

Mohawk Valley, early Hostilities in, 231 ; Seeds of Rebellion
implanted by Stamp Act— Eft'ect of political Movements upon
People—Formation of Parties— Incidents prior to Revolution,
232; Violence of Loyalists-Assault upon gammons- -Meet-
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ine at Cherry Valley—Baronial Hall fortified by Colonel John

Johnson, 2:i3 ; Attempted Removal of Kirkland— Hostile

Movements of the Johnsons—Indian Councils, 234 ; Alarm
of People— Congress orders Schuyler to seize Military Stores,

235 ; Disarming of Tories at Johnson Hall—Perfidy of John-

e,jn—Flight, 23tj ; Repairs at Fort Stanwix—Brant at Oghk-

vraga— Hostile Movements—E.xpeditions of Herkimer and

Colonel Harper, 237 ; Conference with Brant—Frankness—

-

Herkimer's precautionary Measure* — Haughty Bearing of

Brant, 238 ; Breaking up of Council—Grand Council at Os-

wego—Seduction of Indians—Coalescence with English, 239

;

Gloomy Prospects of, in 1781, 283; Description of, 284; Last

Battle of, 291.

Molang rescues Putnam, 141.

Money, Continental—Form of Bills—Devices and Mottoes, 317

;

Plans for Redemption—Counterfeits of, by Tories, 318 ;
De-

preciation of—Value of, in Specie, 319; Paper, Value of, in

1778, 352.

Money first coined by United States—Fac Simile of, 318 ; First

coined in New England in 1652, 449; First Paper, issued in

New England in 1690, 451 ; Paper, issued by Massachusetts

in 177.5, 534.

Money Digging at Mount Independence, 148 ; At Crown Point,

152.

Monkton, General, Landing of, near Montmorenci, 185.

Monocasy Island, Notice of, 356.

Montcalm, Marquis De, Louis Joseph De St. Veran. appointed

Successor to Dieskau— Attempt to capture Fort William
Henry—Return to Ticonderoga, 110 ; Second Attack on Fort

William Henry—Surrender of Garrison—Perfidy of French
and Indians, 111; Position of Army at Quebec, 185; Death
and Burial place of—Biographical Sketch of. 188; Monument
of, 205 ; Approaches Oswego in 1756—Attack on the Works,
218; Victorious—Courtesy, 219.

Montgomery, General Richard, captures Fort St. John's—Death
of, 162 ; At Battle of St. John's, 170 ; March upon Montreal-
Mutiny in Camp, 181 ; Approach to Cape Diamond—Attack
upon British—Death of, 198 ; Biographical Sketch of, 200

;

Tomb of 201.

Montmorenci, Battle of, 186 ; Falls of, described, 203.

Montour, Catharine, biographical Sketch of— Captivity with

Indians—Accompanies" Delegates of Six Nations to Phila-

delphia, 3.57.

Montreal, first Settlements of, 176 ; Captured by English in

1760, 179.

Montressor, Colonel, Notice of, 191.

Monument of Brock and M'Donald, 226 ; Proposed, in Memory
of De Witt Clinton, 259 ; Caldwell's, at Elizabethtown, 326

;

Near Troy, in Memory of Battle of Wyoming, 365 ; Proposed
by Congress in Memory of General Wooster, 406; Colonel

Dixwell at New Haven, 420 ; Major Campbell, near Milford

Hill. 423 ; Colonel David Humphreys at New Haven, 429
;

Dr. Joseph Warren on Breed's Hill, 549; At Concord in

Memory of the Slain, 531, .552. 553
;
At Lexington, 531, 553

;

At Danvers, 531 ; Bunker Hill, 558.

Mooers, Benjamin, Notice of, 165.

Moore, Major, killed at Battle of Bunker Hill, 545.

Moravian Missionaries, Notice of 343.

Morgan, Colonel Daniel, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50; Cen-

sure of, at Battle of .Stillwater, 62 ; Joins Camp at Cambridge,

565.

Morgan, John, succeeds Church as Surgeon to Army Hospital

in 1775, 568.

Morgan, James, murders Reverend James Caldwell, 327.

Morgan. General Lewis, at Battle of Klock's Field, 281 ; Order-

ed to Currytown, 294 ; Death of 29.5.

Morris, George P., Quotation from, 382, 480.

Morris, Robert, Notice of 321.

Morris, Lieutenant, at Battle of Sillwater, 52.

Morristown, New Jersey, Notice of—Fort Nonsense—Head-

quarters of Washington—Encampment at, in 1777, 306, 310

;

Room occupied by Washinston, 315.

Mottoes on Continental Money. 317 : At Celebration of Pluck-

em in in 1778, 334, 335 ; On Newspaper Head, 508 ; On Pine

Tree Flag. 570, 576.

Moulton, Mrs., extinguishes flames of Concord Court-house,

fired by British in 1775, 526.

Mount Defiance, Ascent of, 130; View from, 131.

Mount Independence, Assent and Topography of, 147.

Mowatt. Lieutenant. Descent of upon Cape Ann with British

Brig of War—Sent to Portland to obtain Supplies, 569.

Mumford. Adjutant, killed at Battle of Bunker Hill, 571,

Munson, Dr. Eneas, Letter of, relntive to Vaccination, 307;

Senior, Biographical Sketch of, 308 ; Notice of, 430.

Murphy, Timothy, biographical Sketch of^Account of his kill-

ing General Fraser, 62 ; Notice of 267; Escapes from In-

dians in Western New York, 276; Boldness of, at Schoharie,

279.

Mutiny among Washington's Troops In New Jersey, 312, 314

;

In Regiment of Colonel Van Rensselaer, near Hoosick Four
Corners, in 1781, relative to New Hampshire Grants—General

Gansevoort directs Colonels Yates, Van Vechten, and Van
Rensselaer to quell Disturbance—Troops raised for the Exi-

gency, 399 ; End of Insurrection, 400.

Myers, Mrs., Notice of—Incidents of her Life—Escape of her

Father and Brother from Indians, 370.

Narvaez's Expedition to Florida and Mexico in 1528—Perishes
in Storm at Sea, 30.

Navy, American Colonial, Boards formed in 1775, 569; First

Organization of in 1775, 575 ; Code of, adopted—Augmenta-
tion of, in 1776, .576.

Naval Battle on Lake Champlain in 1776, 163, 164 ; Operations
against Niagara, under Shirley, in 1755, 217 ; Expedition
fitted out at Elizabethtown Point in 1776, 328 ; Operations
of British on Coast after the Battle of Bunker Hill, 569 ; Man-
ly's Engagement oil' Cape Ann in 1775, 570.

Neal, John, Quotation from, 539.

Newark, Notice of—Associations of, 305.

Newbeny, Capture and Execution of, 273.

New Dorlach (Sharon Springs), Battle of, 294.

New England— Its Associations, 432 ; Origin of Name, 433 ;

Bounds and Extent of original Territory, 434 ; People of,

aroused to Arms in 1774, 514 ; Fisheries of Bill proposed to

destroy, 520 ; -Fjag of at Battle of Bunker Hill, 541 ; Colonies
sustain and perfect their civil Government during the Revo-. ,

lution, 568.

Newfoundland discovered by Cabot in 1498, 27.

New Haven, Settlement of—East Rock—Red Rock, 418; Or-
ganic Law of New Haven Colony—Regicides, 419 ; Strenu-

ously opposes Proceedings of Stamp Act, 420 ; Early Patriots

of, 421 ; Landing of Tryon's Troops at, in 1779, 422.

Newport blockaded by the British in 1780—French Fleet at,

435 ; Domestic Manufactures of prior to Revolution, 470.

Newspaper Press, political Importance of, during Revolution,

476, 485 ; Devices, 507, 508 ; Poetry, 508.

Newspapers, American, during Revolution—Anderson's Con-
stitutional Gazette—Boston News Letter— Boston Post, 513;

Boston Journal of the Times, 480; Boston Gazette and Coun-
try Journal, 513; Esse-x Gazette, 467 ; Federalist, 384 ; Massa-

chusetts Gazette and Boston Post Boy and Advertiser, 513

;

Massachusetts Spy, 513, 515 ; New England Ensigne, 449

;

New York Mercury, 460, 470; Pennsylvania Journal, 507;
Rivington's Political Register, 459 ; Royal Gazette, 508.

Newspaper, English, London Chronicle, Notice of 570.

New York, State of organized at first Session of Legislature at

Kingston in 1777—Election for Members of Legislature held

in all Counties except New York, Kings, Queens, and Suf-

folk—Names of State Officers elected, 387.

Niagara Falls, Incidents and Topography of, 328 ; River, Events
of, in War of 1812, 226 ; Suspension Bridge, 228.

Nichols, Colonel, at Battle of Bennington, 397.

Niemcewicz, Count, Notice of 329.

Nixon, General John, at Battle of Stillwater, 51 ; Biographical

Sketch of, 76 ; wounded at Battle of Bunker Hill, 545.

North-men, early Voyages of, to North America, 17.

Norridgewock Falls. Notice of, 191.

North, Lord Frederick, Earl of Guilford, Policy of, relative to

Battle of Saratoga, 85 ; Biographical Sketch of, 483.

Norwalk described, 413 ; Destroved bv the British in 1779,

414.

Oak, Charter, at Hartford, 434.

Officers, Public, Insolence of 474 ; Names of, at Battle of Bun-
ker Hill, 542; American, Salaries of in 1775, 564; General,

under Washington—Stations of near Boston in 1775, 566.

Ogden, Captain Amos, in Wyoming Valley—Attacked by Yan-
kees, 345.

Ogden, Moses, Grave of 326.

Ogden, New Jersey Tory. Notice of 313.

Ogden. Nathan, killed by Speddy, 346.

Ogdensburgh attacked by the British in 1812, 213.

Oghkwaga, Indians at, in 1777, 237.

Oliver, Peter, biographical Sketch of 506.

Oriskany, Description and View of Battle-ground, 245.

Osborn, Levi, Founder of Osbornites, 405.

Oswald, Colonel, Notice of, 409.

Oswegatchie, Fort, captured by the English in 1760, 213 ; Ex-
pedition against, under M'Lellan and Hardenburgh, in 1779,

271.

Osweeo, Topography of 215, 217, 220, 221 ; Attempt to capture,

by Willett, in 1783—Attack upon, in 1814, 220.

Otis, James, Jun., patriotic Ettbrts of 459; Liberality of, 474;
Boldness of, 477; Abuse of 487; Assaulted by Robinson

—

Recovers Damages by Law, 488; Biographical Sketch of,

492 ; Anecdote of—Killed by Lightning. 49.3.

Paine, Robert T., conducts Prosecution of Preston for Murder,
492.

Paine, Thomas, Quotation from, 457.

Palmer, William P., Quotation from, 298.

Paris. Colonel, at Siege of Fort Schuyler, 243.

Parker, Captain Jonas, killed at Battle of Lexington, 525.

Parker, Capture and Execution of, in Western New York in

1779, 276.

Parliament, British. Proceedings of relative to Burgoyne, 84

;

Opposition in House of Commons relative to Burgoyne's De-

feat, 85 ; Introduces Bill for the more effectual Provision for

the Government of the Province of Quebec in 1774, 156

;

Discuss Right of Taxing Americans, 461 ; Passage of Stamp
Act, 463 ; Apathy of after its Passage, 470 ; Repeal of Stamp
Act, 472 ; Proceedings in, on Eve of Revolution, 517 ; Warm
Debates in, in 1775, 519.
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Paterson at Battle of Bunker Hill, 545 ; At Battle of Bemis's
Heights, 49.

Patriots, American—Soundness of their Principles—Not to be
bribed. 479; Boldness of, in Boston in 1774, 510; Secretly
convey Arms and Ammunition out of Boston in 1775—De-
tection and seizure of on Boston Neck, 522 ; Names of, slain

and wounded at Battle of Lexington and Concord, 532.

Patroon, Killian Van Rensselaer, .391.

Peck, Reverend Di"., Wife of 370.

Penn, Governor John, entered Protest against the boundary
Section of the Canada Bill in 1774. 15G; Refusal of to treat

with Susquehanna Company in 1769, 345 ; Calls of to Gen-
eral Gage for Troops from New York in 1769, 346.

Penn, Governor Richard, refuses to negotiate with Connecti-
cut, 347.

Pennsylvania applies to Congress to appoint Commission rela-

tive to Dispute in Wyoming in 1782—Appeal unheeded—Ap-
points three Commissioners to repair to the Valley, 371.

Pennymites, civil commotion with Yankees at Wyoming Val-

ley in 1770, 345, .346.

Percival, James G., Quotations from, 299, 531.

Percy, Lord, Anecdote of while marching toward Lexington,
528.

Petrie, Dr., medical Adviser of General Herkimer, 260.

Philadelphia, second Continental Congress held at, in 1775, 125

;

Riot at, in 1779, 321.

Phillips, Major General, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50.

Phillis (Wheatley). Female Slave and Poet, Letter of Washing-
ton to—Biographical Sk<'tch of—Quotation from, 5.'j6.

Phipps, Sir William, attempts to besiege Quebec in 1789, 451.

Pickering. Colonel Timothy, biographical Sketch of 374 ; Ap-
pointed Commissioner to Wyoming Valley in 1787—Repulsed
by Franklin, 375; Escapes to Philadelphia—Returns to Wy-
oming—Abduction and Treatment, 376.

Pierpont, Reverend John, Quotation from, 447.

Pigot, General, in Command at Battle of Bunker Hill, 541.

Pine Robbers (a Band of Tories), Notice of 332.

Pitcaim in Expedition to Concord in 1775, 523 ; Shpt by Negro
Soldier—HisAVidow pensiotjed by British Government, 546.

Pitt, William, Notice of 4.57
;
Resigns his Ministry, 458 ; Speech

of in Parliament in 1766, 471 ; Marble Statue of in New York
City, 472; Created Earl of Chatham in 1766,475; Unexpected
Appearance in Parliament on Eve of Revolution—Speech on
American atlairs—Conciliatory Proposition, 518.

Piatt, Judge Zephaniah, Notice of 165.

Pledge, Form of to sustain Continental Congress by Patriots
of New York in 1775. 384.

Pluckerain. Notice of—Washington's Army at, in 1778, 332

;

Celebration at, in 1779. 334.

Plunkett. Colonel, Expedition to Wyoming in 1775, 348.
Plyiii'iuth, Massachusetts, Landing of Pilgrims at—Rock—First

Sabbath at, 443 ; Founded in 1620, 444.

Pokono Mountain, Notice of 339.

Pollard, Asa, killed at Battle of Bunker Hill. 541.

Pomeroy, Seth. appointed Commander of Massachusetts Mili-

tia, 516; At Battle of Bunker Hill, 542.

Ponce De Leon, Voyage to the Bahamas in Search of the fabled
"Fountain of Youth" in 1512—Reaches Florida, 29 ; Killed
by Indians, 30.

Poor, General, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 49 ; In Sullivan's
Expedition to Wyoming, 274.

Port Bill, Boston, adopted and passed in 1774, 504.

Poughkeepsie, Griffin of Name—Meeting of Legislature at, in

1778—State Convention at. 382.

Powell, General, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50.

Powder, Scarcity of after Battle of Bunker Hill—Private Ves-
sels sent to West Indies for Supplj', 570 ; Seasonable Supply
of, from Africa, 571.

Pownal, Governor, Notice of 482 ; Remarks of concerning
Spirit of American Patriots, 483 ; Statement of in Parliament,
484.

Pratt, Chief Justice (afterward Lord Camden). Position of, on
Passage of Stamp Act, 472.

Prescott, Colonel William, at Battle of Bunker Hill—His Brav-
ery—Biographical Sketch of 539 ; Anecdote of 541.

Prescott, Dr. Samuel, at Battle of Lexington, 525.

Prescott. General, at Battle of Montreal in 1775—His Brutality
toward Allen—Harsh Treatment to American Prisoners, 180;
His Flight and Capture, 181.

Prescott, Lieutenant, at Battle of Bunker Hill. 546.

Prescott, William H., Notice of 539.

Preston, Captain, tried for Murder of Attucks, Gray, and Cald-
well, 491.

Preston, Dr., Notice of 554.

Press, American Newspaper, .507, 508, 513. 515.

Prideaux, General, at Crown Point in 1758, 120.

Pringle, Captain, Naval Command of, on Lake Champlain in

1775, 162.

Prisoners' Island, Lake Champlain, Escape of Prisoners from.
117; Prescott's Brutality toward, 180; American Prisoners
at Cedar Rapids released by General Carleton, 209.

Privateering in 1775, 329.

Privateers, American, formidable to British in 177.5, 569.

Privy Council, a Cabinet of thirty five Peers, 494.

Protestant Colony in Florida destroyed by Spaniards in 1564,

32.

Provisions, Fresh, Scarcity of, in British Army in Boston in

1775, 571.

Pidaski, Count, at Morristown in 1780, 310.

Pulpit, Curious, at German Flats, 254.

Puritans, Origin of—Bishops Hooper and Rogers—Henry VIII.

—Elizabeth—Puritan Boldness, 440 ; Position of Elizabeth

—

The Separatists— Persecutions— Puritans in Parliament

—

James I.—Exile of Puritan Ministers, 441 ; Character of Puri-

tan Pilgrims—Preparations for sailing to America—Departure
from Delfthaven—The May Flower, 442 ; Exploration of the
American Coast—Attacked by Indians—First Sabbath in New
England—Landing of on Plymouth Rock in 1620, 443 ; Found-
ing of Plymouth—Destitution and Sickness—Death of Carver
—Election of Bradford—Defiance of Indians, 444 ; Condition
of the Colony—Further Emigration from England—Winslow
—Old Colony Seal—Standish—Settlement of Weymouth in

1622—Shawraut, 445; Settlement of Endicott and others at

Salem—Arrival of Winthrop—Founding of Boston in 16.30

—

Progress of free Principles, 446; The Puritan Character

—

Wiichcraft—English Law—Delusion, and its Eflects in New
England, 447 ; Religious Character of the Puritans—Mildness
of their Laws—The representative System—Inliux of Immi-
grants, 448 ; Trade of the Colony—First coined Money

—

Slarriage of Mint Master's Daughter—Conduct of so-called

Quakers—Punishment, 449.

Putnam, Garret, Notice of 288.

Putnam. General Israel, daring Feats of 94, 96 ; At Ticonderoga
in 1758, 118; Near Fort Ann—Perilous Situation of^—Capture
of by French and Indians, 140 ; Humanity of his Captor, 141

;

On Lake Champlain—Attack upon French and Indians near
Fort Ann, 143; Feat of at Fort Oswegatchie, 212; Controls
Cantonments between Princeton and the Hudson in 1777,

307 ; Head-quarters of at Reading, Connecticut, in 1779

—

Speech of—Encampment at West Greenwich or Horse-neck,
411; Once a Tavern-keeper— His Sian—Letter relative to

License of Public Houses, 439 ; At Battle of Bunker Hill, 54 1,

566 ; Anecdote of, 547.

Putnam's Hill, Notice of 413.

Quakers, Origin, Peculiarities, and Sufferings of in America,
450.

Quebec, Bishop of Carleton's Attempt to seduce—Consistency
of the Prelate, 158; Early Settlement. Growth, and Topog-
raphy of, 183. 184 ; Capitulation of—Levi's Attempt to recap-

"

ture—His Retreat, 189 ; Description of 204 ; Historical Lo- -

calities at, 205; Passage of Quebec Act in 1774, 505; Shows
despotic Tendency of parliamentary Enactments of the
Times, 506, 156, 157.

Queen Esther (Catharine Montour), biographi,cal Sketch of .357.

Quincy, Josiah, defends Captain Preston, 492: Speech in Bos-
ton in 1773, 497; biographical Sketch of 498.

Quo Warranto Writs defined, 434.

Rail-roads of Boston, Number of annual Passengers on, 560.

Ralle, Father, Notice of—Killed by Indians. 191.

Ransom, Captain, in Command at Wyoming in 1776, 350 ; At
Skirmish on Millstone River in 1777,' 351.

Rations of Continental Soldiers, 576.

Raymond, Nathaniel, Notice of 415.

Read, Colonel John, Notice of 411.

Red Jacket at Battle of Chemung—Despised by Brant, 279.

Red River descended by De Soto, 31.

Reed, Joseph, Secretary to Washington, 567.

Regicides, Tomb-stones of at New Haven, 420.

Relics of Pilgrims— Chest, Pot, and Key from May Flower,
437 ; Chopping knife and Chair, 438 ; Governor Carver's
Chair—Governor Winslow's Chair—Sword of Miles Standish
—Key of Port Royal Gate—King Philip's Samp Pan, 562.

Relics of Revolution— Halbert, 47; Tomahawks, 64; Coins,

Skull, 103; Washington's Pouch and Puff-ball for hair pow-
der, 166; Earthen Pipe at Oriskany, 246; Silver Spoon pre-

sented to Mrs. Ford. 314 ; Carpet at Judge Ford's, Morris-

town, 315; Tavern, and Franklin Stove at Elizabethport.

328 ; Treaty Table at Wyoming. 359; Gravestone of Abra-
ham De Witt at Kingston, 389; Drum, Musket, Sword, and
Cap from Bennington in Senate Chamber at Boston, 395

;

Cannon-ball lodged in Post at Ridgefield, 411 ; Buckly House,
Norwalk, Connecticut, 416 ; Putnam's Tavern Si^n — Mrs.
Washington's Ottoman, 439; Statue of William Pitt in New
York City, 472 ; Desk of Speaker of Massachusetts Colonial
Assembly, 562 ; Washington's Orisinal Commission from
Congress at Patent Office in Washington. .564 ; Franklin's

Post-office Book at General Post office in Washington, 568;
Hand-bill in Massachusetts Historical Society, 572.

Rescinders in Massachusetts Assembly in 1768, 477.

Resolutions of Continental Congress for emission of Bills, 316.

317; Ursing Pennsylvania and Connecticut to cease Hostili-

ties in 1775—Unheeded, 348 ; Adopted at Wilkesbarre in 1777.

350; To erect Monument in Memory of General Wooster
406.

Revenue Laws, enforcement of in 1762, 460.

Revere, Paul, copper-plate Engraver, 317; Artistic Devices of,

507 ; Sent as Messenger to Lexington in 1775, 523.

Revolution, American, Events preceding, 349; First Step to-

ward Absolutism—Democratic Colonies—Board of Trade

—

Courts of Vice Admiralty— Commercial Restrictions. 453;
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First Act of Oppression—Colonial Claims to right of Repre-
sentation—Right acknowledged — Burnet appointed Chief
Magistrate of Massachusetts, 454 ; Wisdom of Robert Wal-
pole—Restraining Acts—Loj-alty and Patriotism of Colonies

—Heavy voluntary Taxation, 455 ; Designs of British Minis-

try—Expenditures of British Government on Account of
America—Accession of George III., 456; Death of George II.

announced to the Heir— Influence of Earl of Bute—Cool
Treatment of Pitt, 457; Character of Bute—Still Influences

the King— Discontents— Resignation of Pitt, 458; Secret
Agents sent to America—Writs of Assistance— Opposition of
Bostonians— Episcopacy designed for America, 459; En-
forcement of Revenue I/aws— Resignation of Bute— Suc-

ceeded by Grenville—Opposition to Episcopacy, 4(iO ; Stamp
Act proposed—Right to tax Americans asserted—Postpone-
ment of Action, 461 ; Opposition to Taxation by the Colonies

—Instructions to their Agents—Stamp Act introduced in Par-

liament— Advocated by Townshend, 462— Barre's Speech
rebuking Townshend—His Defense of Americans—Effect of
his Speech— Passage ofStamp Act, 463 ; Excitement in Amer-
ica

—

A Congress proposed—Circular Letter of Massachusetts
to Colonial Assemblies in America, 464 ; Assembling of Con-
vention in New York—Defection of Ruggles and Ogden

—

Adoption of Declaration of Rights—Petition to the King, and
Memorial to both Houses of Parliament—Appointment of
Stamp blasters, 465; Franklin's Advice to Ingersoll—Arrival

of the Stamps—Patrick Henry's Resolutions—Outbreak in

Boston—Eftigies hung on Liberty Tree, 466 ; Destruction of
private Property—Attack on Hutchinson's House— Destruc-
tion of Liberty 'free, 467 ; Destruction of Hutchinson's Prop-
erty—Character of Rioters. 468 ; Proceedings in Boston rela-

tive to Stamp Act—Grenville and Huske burned in EHigy on
Liberty Tree— Eflect of Stamp Act—Nonimportation Asso-
ciations formed, 469; Nonimportation Agreements—Rock-
ingham made Prime Minister— .Apathy in Parliament—Do-
mestic Manufactures, 470 ; Meeting of Parliament—Speeclies
of Pitt and Grenville—Boldness of Pitt—Proposition to re-

peal Stamp Act, 471; Position of Lord Camden—Repeal of
Stamp Act—Causes of Repeal—Rejoicings in England and
America, 472; Release of Prisoners for Debt—Erection of
Pyramid on Boston Common—Liberality of Hancock, 473

;

Liberality of Otis and others—New Clause in Mutiny Act

—

Insolence of Public Otficers. 474 ; Pitt created Lord Chatham
—Picture of his Cabinet by Burke—New Scheme of Taxation
—Commissioners of Customs, 475 . Fresh Excitement in the

Colonies—Increasing Importance of Newspapers— Letters of
a Pennsylvania Farmer, 476 ; Honors to John Dickinson

—

Circular Letter of Massachusetts — Boldness of Otis and
Samuel Adams, 477; Treatment of a Tide-waiter—Seizure
of Sloop " Liberty"—Excitement of People—Public Meeting
in Boston, 478 : Attempted Bribery of Patriots—Soundness
of their Principles—Proposed Convention in Boston, 479

;

Governor Bernard's Proclamation—Meeting of Convention
—Arrival of British Troops at Boston— Oriain of Yankee
Doodle. 480 ; Landing of the Troops—Imposinsr Military and
Naval Display—Exasperation of the People, 481 ; Policy of
Duke of Grafton—Speech of King, and Response—Proposed
re-enactment of a Statute of Henry VIII., 482 ; Policy of Lord
North—Warnings of Colonel Barre—General Gage in Boston
—No Co-operation—Dissolution of Assemblies— Petition for

Removal of Bernard, 483 ; Bernard's Departure for England
—Effect of non-importation Agreement—Hillsborough's cir-

cular Letter, 484 ; Secret Workings of the Spirit of Liberty
—Brief Review—Alternative of the Colonies— Newspaper
Pres.s, 485 ; Bickcrstaft''s Boston Almanack—Explanation of
its Frontispiece— Revival of Terms "Whig" and "Tory,"
486; Abuse of Otis—Massachusetts Song of Liberty, 487;
Evasion of non-importation Agreements—Tea proscribed

—

Spirit of Women and Boys. 488 ; Fracas at Lillie's Door

—

Death of Boy Snyder—Its Effect on Public Mind—Pardon
of the Murderer— Kiot in Boston, 489; Attack of Mob on
Soldiers— Discharge of Musketry— Three Citizens killed

—Terrible Excitement, 490 ; Delegation of Patriots before
the Governor—Boldness of second Committee—Removal of
Troops—Trial of Captain Preston for Murder, 491 ; Defense
of Soldiers by Adams and Quincy—Result of Trial—New
Ministerial Proposition— Effects on Colonies, 492 ; Boston
Patriots—Hutchinson made Governor—.Asserted Independ-
ence of the Assemblies, 493; Further Agitation in Boston

—

Committees of Correspondence— Letters of Hutchinson and
others—Petition for their Removal, 494 ; Franklin summoned
before Privy Council in England—Abused by Wedderburne
—Franklin's Vow—New Taxation Scheme—Proposition of
East India Company, 495 ; Tea Ships sail for America—Prep-
arations for their Reception at Boston—Treatment of Con-
signees—Hand-bills and Placards issued, 496; Arrival of Tea
Ships—Monster Meeting in Old South—Speech of Quincy,
497; Breaking up of the Meeting—Destruction of Tea in

Boston Harbor—Apathy of Government Officials, 498 ; East
India Company the only Losers—Quiet in Boston- Punish-
ment of a Smuggler—Names of. Members of Tea Party

—

The only Survivor of, 499 ; Excitement in Parliament in
consequence of Boston Tea Riot, 502 ; Boston Port Bill pro-
posed and adopted—Debates in Parliament—Apparent De-
fection of Conway and Barre—Burke begins his series of
Orations in favor of American Liberty, 503 ; Opposition in

Parliament to Boston Port Bill—Its Passage, 504 ; Other op-
pressive Acts of Parliament—Madness of"Ministers—Warn-
ings of Opposition unheeded— Passage of Quebec Act. 505 :

Proceedings in Massachusetts on account of Port Bill—Re-
call of Hutchinson—Division of Sentiment. 506; Arrival of
General Gage in Boston—Meeting in Faneuil Hall to consider
Port Bill—Excitement among Bostonians—Newspaper De-
vices, 507 ; Weakness of British Ministry, ,508 ; Traari-Come-
dy, " Fall of British Tyranny, or American Liberty Triumph-
ant," represents Scene in Boston while Regulars were flying
from Lexington—Proceedings of Massachusetts Assembly

—

Proposition for a General Conaress, .509 ; Boldness of Patriots
—Attempt to dissolve Assembly—Solemn League and Cov-
enant of Patriots in Boston, 5]0; Appointment of Delegates
to Continental Congress—Denunciation of League—Closing
of Port of Boston, 511.

Revolution in England in 1688, 451.

Rhinebeck Flats invaded by British in 1777, 388.
Rhode Island Assembly authorize Army of Observation previ-
ous to Battle of Bunker Hill, 536.

Rice, Isaac, at Ticonderoga, 121.

Rice, Lieutenant, challenged by Church at Ticonderoga. 130.
Richardson found Guilty of murdering Boy Snyder—Pardoned
by the King, 489.

Riedesel, Baron De. at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50.

Riedesel, Baroness De, at Battle of Stillwater, 55; Narrative of
Battle of Saratoga, 89 : Her Reception by General Schuyler,
91 ; Quotation from. 557 ; Autograph of 558.

Riedesel Family, Residence of, at Cambridge, 557.
Rio de la Plata discovered by Cabot 28.

Riot at Philadelphia in 1779, 321 ; Doctors' Mob in New York
in 1787, 384 ; In Boston in 176,5, in consequence of Stamp
Act—Destruction of Property, 467 ; Character of Rioters, 468

;

In Boston in 1770—Attack of Mob on Soldiers—Discharge of
Musketry—Three Citizens killed, 490.

Ripley, Reverend Dr., gives Ground for Monument at Concord,
552.

Rivington, James, King's Printer in New York, Notice of—An-
ecdote of and Ethan Allen, 50.8.

Robinson, Colonel, at Battle of Concord. 527.

Robinson, Commissioner, Assault on Otis, 488.

Robinson, Reverend John, exiled Pastor of Pilgrims at Ley den,
438, 441.

Rochambeau, Count De, Conference with Washington, 435.

Rock, Williams's, 106; Rogers's, 116 ; Putnam's, 142; Split Rock,
below Crown Point 159 ; Thunder-struck, 175 ; Brant's, 297;
Washington's, near Middlebrook, 333 ; At Plainfield, 334

;

Dial or Campbell's Rock, 353
;
Queen Esther, 357 ; Prospect

—Bloody, 370; East New Haven, 417; Savin's, at Orange,
Connecticut 422; Forefathers', at Plymouth, 443.

Rockingham, Charles, Marquis of, made Prime Minister, 470.

Rogers, Major, biographical Sketch of 116; Near Fort Ann,
140 ; On Lake Champlain, 143 ; Narrow Escape of, at Ro-
gers's Slide, 557.

Rome, Notice of 231.

Rondout Creek, Origin of Name, 385 ; Scenery near, 390.
Rosenkrans, Reverend Abraham, 254.

Ross, Major, Incursion of, into Mohawk Valley in 1781, 290.
Rowley, Colonel, at Battle of Johnstown, 290.

Ruggles, Timothy, President of Stamp Act Congress— Gets up
Counter Associations, called •' Associated Loyalists," 522.

Rush, Dr. Benjamin, Notice of, 332.

Rutledge, Edward, appointed on Committee to draught Com-
mission of, and Instnactions for General Washington, 563.

Sabbath day Point Skirmish at in 1756—Summer Residence
of Abercrombie in 1758, 115; Skirmish at in 1776, 116.

Salary of Washington, 563; Of American Officers, 564.

Salem, Massachusetts, Settlement of in 1628, 446 ; Revolution-
ary town Meetings at in 1774. 515 ; Arrival of Gage's Troops
to seize Cannon—Repelled by Pickering, 522.

Salt Manufacture of near Onondaaa Lake, 231.

Sammons, Frederick and Jacob, Adventures of 290.

Sammons, Jacob. Assault upon, in Mohawk Valley, 233.

Sammons, Sampson, Notice of 288 ; Capture of his Family

—

Burning of his House, 289.

Sammons, Thomas, Notice of 289.

Sandeman, Founder of Sandemanians. 405.

San Salvador. Discovery of, by Columbus in 1492, 25.

Saratoga, Heights of 69, 72 ; Surrender of Burgoyne at 81.

Scalping Story at Battle of Lexington explained, 527.

Scammel. Colonel, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50 ; Notice of

—Shot—Epitaph of 430.

Shell, John Christian, Notice of— Builds a Block-house at

Shell's Bu.sh, 299 ; Death of 300.

Schenectady burned by Canadians and Indians in 1691—For-
merly principal .Seat of Mohawks, 302.

Schoharie .Settlements attacked by Indians in 1780, 279.

Schuyler, Hon-Yost. Notice of 251 ; Death of 252.

Schuyler, General Philip, in command of the northern Divi.sion

of the Continental Army in 1777, 36 ; Biographical Sketch of,

38; Returns Home on account of Insubordination in hia

Army. 39 ; Retreat to the Mohawk—Proposed Rnlicf to the
Vclley, 40 ; V'olunteers for Relief of Fort Schuyler—Position

of his Forces at Cohoes—Preparations to oppo.-:e Burgoyne
—Appeal to the Eastern States, 41; Superseded by Gates

—
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Hie noble Conduct, 42 ; Acquittal of Blamo, 136 ; Attempted
Abduction by Waltermeyer, 222 ; Robbery of his House,
223 ; Receives Orders from Congress to seize military Stores
in Mohawli Valley, 235; Ordered to repair Old Fort Stanwix,
236; Treaty with Indians at German Klats in 1777, 238 r Ajj-

pointed Commissioner by Congress to attend Indian Obuncil
at Johnstown in 1778, 265 ; Mansion of, at Albany. 304 ; Head-
quarters at Morristown with Washington, 315 ; "Receives Di-
rections from Washington at New York in 1775, 564.

Schuylerville, Arrival at, 71 ; Scenery st, 72.

Scott, General Wintield, Notice of 226.

Seal, Old Colony (Plymouth), 44.5.

Sears, David, Notice of, 466.

Seeker, Dr., Archbishop of Canterbury, proposes to establish
Episcopacy in America in 1748, 457.

"Separatists" (Independents), 441.

Shades of Death (Dismal Swamp), Pocono Mountains, Scene
of unparalleled Sutferings of Women and Children in 1778,
360.

Shakers, founded in America by Ann Lee in 1774, 383.

Shattuck, Colonel Daniel, Notice of, 552.

Sharon Springs, Battle of, in 1781, 294 ; Notice of—Analysis of
Waters of, 295.

Sheep, Saxony, introduced into Hoosick in 1820 ; Increase of,

in 1845, 400.

Shelly, Quotation from, 34, 240.

Sherburne, Major Henry, massacre of his Troops at Cedar
Rapids, 208.

Sheshequin (Queen Esther's Plantation), Notice of, 358.

Shirley, Governor, naval Expedition against Niagara in 1755,
217 ; Preparations at Albany to re enforce Oswego in 1756, 218.

Sholes's Landing. Scenery of 149.

Shrieve, Colonel, at Battle of Springfield, 323.

Sigourney, Mrs., Quotation from, 443.

Silliman, General, at Expedition to Danbury, 402; At Destruc-
tion of Fairlield, 427.

Silliman, Professor Benjamin, Visit to Wyoming, 365.

Sitz, Peter, Bearer of Dispatches to Cherry Valley, 297.

Skene, Major, Jun., Capture of, 137; Notice of, 393.

Skenesborough, historical Notice of, 137.

Skinner, General, Notice of, 166.

"Skinners" and " Cow Boys," Notice of, 502.

Skirmish at Sabbath-day Point in 1756, 115 ; Ditto, in 1776, 116;
Of Major Sherburne with Indians near Cedar Rapids—Ar-
nold's attempt to release the Prisoners—Menaces of the In-

dians—Letter from .Sherburne, 208 ; Dishonorable Conduct
of British Commander—Washington's Opinion— Final Ad-
justment, 209 ; On West Canada Creek in 1781, 291 ; Of Cap-
tain Woodworth and Indians at German Flats, 298 ; At Shell's
Bush—Descent of Tories upon Shell's Blockhouse—Furious
Engagement—Capture of M'Donald, 299 ; Death of .Shell and
his Son— Cessation of Hostilities, 300 ; Captain Ogden and
Yankees in 1770, 345 ; Near Cambridge, 392 ; Colonel Baume
and Americans at Walloomscoick, 396 ; At Saugatuck Bridge
in 1777, 409; At Compo with Sir William Erskine, 410; At
Rye Neck between British and Putnam's Scouts, 412 ; Near
Grummon's Hill. 414 ; Near Hew Haven in 1779, 424 ; At Lex-
ington. 524 ; At Concord Bridge, 527 ; At Hardy's Hill, 528;
At West Cambridge and Prospect Hill. .529 ; With British on
Islands in Boston Harbor after Battle of Lexington, 537; Near
Boston after Battle of Bunker Hill, 569.

Sleight, John, Notice of, 390.

Slocum, Frances, Capture and Discovery of, 368 ; Interview
with her white Kindred—Her Nari-ative—Condition—Names
of her Children—Exempted from Removal with the Miamies
—Congress grants her a Tract of Land, 369.

Slocura, Jonathan. Murder of, at Wyoming, 363.

Slocum, Joseph, and Family, Sufterers at Wyoming—Abduc-
tion of his Sister Frances, 367.

Slocum Mrs., Presentiment of. 368.

Sloop Liberty, seizure of in Boston in 17C7, 478.
Small, Captain, at Shell's Bush, 299.

Small, Major, at Battle of Bunker Hill, 544.

Smallpox appears in American Camp in 1777—Alleged Vacci-
nation in the Army refuted, 307.

Smith, Adam, Author of ' Wealth of Nations," active in writing
against American Cause—Biographical Sketch of, 517.

Smith, Captain, killed near Catskill, 267.

Smith, Captain John, gives Name to New England, 433.
Smith, Colonel, in Expedition to Concord in 1775, 523.
Smith, Ebenezer, Notice of, 415.

Smith's Cove, Washington's Army at, in 1778, 332.

Snake, curious Device of (Headpiece of Constitutional Cou-
rant), 468, 508.

Snyder, Christopher (Boy), first Martyr in Cause of American
Liberty. 489.

Sorel or Richelieu River described, 174.

Spaulding, Captain, at Wyoming, 353, 362.

Speddy, William, tried for Murder of Ogden, 346.

Specht, General, at Battle of Bemis's Heiglits, 50
Speedlove. Major, killed at Battle of Bunker Hill, 546.

Spencer, General Joseph, at Battle of Bunker Hill—Biograph-
ical Sketch of 566.

Spencer, Thomas, sent to Canada as a Spy in 1777, 24V
Spinner, Reverend John P., of German Flats, 284.

Spoils of War taken by Colonel Gansevoort in 1777, 252.

Springfield, at Head of Oswego Lake, destroyed by Brant in

1778, 266.

Springfield, New Jersey, burning of, in 1780, 32^1.

Springs. Salt, near Onondaga Lake, 231.

Staats, Abraham, Notice of 331.

Stacia, Colonel, at Battle of Cherry Valley in 1778, 268.

Stamp Act, Excitement of, produced in Mohawk Valley—Polit-

ical Movements of the People— Formation of Parties, 232,
Violence of Loyalists—Assault upon Sammons—Meeting at

Cherry Valley, 233 ; Attempted Removal of Kirkland—Hos-
tile Movements of the Johnsons — Indian Councils, 234 ;

Treatment of Stamp-master at New Haven—Joy on Repeal
of Act, 421, 435 ; Proposed Postponement of Action—Derived
from the Dutch, 461 ; Suggested by a Club of American
Merchants in 1739—Approved by Franklin in Continental
Congress at Albany in 1754—Also, by Mr, Huske in Parlia-

ment, in 1764, 461; Passage of the Act, 463; Appointment of

Stamp-masters, 465 ; Arrival of the Stamps, 466 ; Ett'ect in

Boston, 469 ; Repeal of, 472 ; Rejoicing in Boston oii Repeal
of the Act, 473.

Standish, Miles, biographical Sketch of. 445.

Stark, General John, biographical Sketch of—Refuses to Ac-

company Lincoln to the Hudson River—Censured by Con-
gress—Proceeds to Battle at Bennington, 394 ; Presents Tro-
phies to Massachusetts, 395 ; Laconic Speech at Battle of Ben-
nington, 397 ; Popularity after Battle of Bennington—Promot-
ed by Congress for Bravery, 398 ; At Battle of Bunker Hill,

54 L
Stark, Lieutenant, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 49 ; Vigilance

of. at Fort William Henry, 110.

Starr, Major, Notice of, 403.

Staten Island, secret Blxpedition of Lord Stirling to, 311.

Steam-boats on the Hudson, 35.

Steamer Clermont, Fulton's, described, 35 ; Maid of the Mist,

228.

Steele, John, Notice of, 433.

Steuben, Baron, Notice of, 311 ; Head quarters near Middle-

brook in 1778, 332 ; Receives gold Medal from King of Prus-

sia, 333.

Stewart, Colonel, in Encampment at Morristown in 1781, 313.
Stewart, Lazarus, at Wyoming Valley in 1770, 34.5.

Stillwater, first Battle of, in 1777, 51 ; Second Battle of, 60.

(See Bemis's Heights and Saratoga.)

Stirling, Lord, secret Expedition to Staten Island in 1780. 311.

Stockwell, Lieutenant, at Siege of Fort Schuyler in 1777, 250.

Stoddard, M. Richardson, Grave of, at Mount Independence,
148.

Stone, ancient Monumental, exhumed near Pompey Hill, 230.

Stone, Colonel William L., Anecdote of, 229; In Error with
regard to Brant, 238.

Street, Alfred B., Quotations from, 33, 104, 380.

St. Anthony's Nose, Notice of 282.

St. Clair, General Arthur, Retreat from Ticonderoga to Fort
Edward in 1777—Pursued by the British, 39 ; Biographical
Sketch of, 1,32 ; Acquitted of Blame, 136.

St. John, Peter, made Prisoner in 1779, 414 ; Quotation from,
415.

St. John's, Expedition of Allen and Arnold against, in 1775, 154
;

Captured by Montcomery, 162; Rendezvous for Troops in
the Revolutionary War, 168.

St. Lawrence and its Islands, 214.

St. Lawrence, Gulf of discovered by Cartier in 1523, 32.

St. Leger, Colonel Barry, Expedition up St Lawrence and Lake
Ontario with Rangers in 1777, 38 ; In Mohawk Valley, 40

;

His Forces disperse, 41 ; Approaches Oneida Lake, 241 ; Let
ter to Burgoyne relative to Loss of Fort Schuyler, 247 ; Char-
acter of, described by Arnold, 251 ; Retreat from Oriskany,
252.

St. Regis, Incidents of, 210.

Sturgis, Captain, Notice of, 427.

Swain, Charles, Quotation from, 41.5.

Swartwout, Captain Abraham, at Siege of Fort Schuyler, 242.

Sullivan, General John, biographical Sketch of— Expedition
against Indians in Western New York in 1779. 272 ; Rendez-
vous of, in 1778, 336 ; At Battle of Bunker Hill, 566 ; At In-

trenchments near Bunker Hill, .570.

Sword, Pilgrim Robin-^on's, at New Haven, 438.

Symonds, Colonel, at Battle of Bennington, 396.

Syracuse, early History of—Region about—Settled by Dupuys
in 1655—Hostility of the Indians—.Stratagem of the French,
229 ; Settlements of French and Spaniards in 1669—Evidence
of earlier Explorations by Europeans, 230.

Tallmadge, Colonel Benjamin, arrives at Fairfield in 1779, 427.
Taxation, heavy voluntary. 4.55 ; New .Scheme of, 475.

Tea proscribed, 488 ; Destruction of in Boston Harbor, 498.

Tea Party, Boston, Names of Members of, 499.

Teedyuscung, Indian Diplomatist in Council at Easton in 17,58,

336 ; Death of, 344.

Tenbroeck at Battle of Bemis's Heights, .50.

Ten Hills' Farm, Cannon planted on, .571.

Ternay, Chevalier De, in Command of French Fleet at New-
port, 43.5.

Thacher, Dr. James, at Hudson Highlands. 307 ; Allusion to

Inoculation in American Army, 308; Quotations from 308,

310, 311, 312, 574.
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Thomas, Colonel John, Death of—Biographical Sketch of, 202
;

Appointed General in 1775, 516 ; At Battle of Bunker Hill,

543, .56ti.

Ticonderoga, Topography of, 115, 118; Capture of, in 17.58,

120
; Expedition of Ethan Allen to—Plan formed in Connec-

ticut to capture, 123 ; Arnold joins Allen at Castleton—Dis-

pute about Rank—Surprise of Garrison. 124 ; Interview be-

tween Allen and Delaplace — Allen's Orders to surrender
obeyed—Trouble with Arnold about Command, 125 ; Ruins
of 127 ; Present Appearance and Condition of 128 ; Invest-

ed by Burgoyne—Weakness of the Garrison, 132 ; Invested

by British, 134 ; Retreat of Americans from, to Mount Inde-

pendence, 135.

Tories, active and passive, 92 ; Violence of, in Mohawk Valley

in 1775, 233 ; Disarming of at Johnson Hall, 236 ; Gort and
Platto, 288 ; Descent of upon Shell's Bush, 299 ; Pine Rob-
bers, Notice of 332; Tories and Indians invade Wyoming,
350 ; Execution of at Kinsston, 389.

Tory, Elliot, 264; Ogden of New Jersey, 313; Writing in Ci-

pher in 1779, 320 ; Guides, Benedict and Jarvis, 402, 407
;

Joseph Dibble, Notice of 406 ; Student in Yale College, 431

;

Tory and Whig, revival of Terms, 486 ; Writer under Signa-

ture Massachusettensis, 513.

Townshend, Charles, in Parliament in 1765, 462.

Treason, Acts of, proposed to be tried under Statute of Henry
VIII., 482.

Treaty of Amnesty with France after Battle of Saratoga, 86

;

General Schuyler with Indians at German Flats, 238 ; Be-

tween Colonel Denison and Continentals at Wyoming in 1778,

Treaty Table at Forty Fort, Notice of 359, 365.

Tree, Balm of Gilead. at Fort Edward, 95 ; Jane M'Crea, 97

;

Apple, at Springfield, New Jersey, 322 ; Charter Oak, at

Hartford, 434; Liberty, in Boston, 466, 467; Washington
Elm, at Cambridge, 558, 564.

Trees, Elm, of New Haven planted by Austin and Hillhouse,

428.

Troops, British, Landing of near New Haven, 422; Arrival of,

in Boston, under Colonels Dalrymple and Carr, 480; Re-
moval, 491 ; Number of stationed at P.oston on Eve of Rev-
olution, .'i21 ; Increase of in Boston after Battle of Lexing-

ton, 537 ; Condition of in Boston in 1775, 571.

Trumbull, John, LL.D., Quotation from, 374, 401 ; Biographical

Sketch of—Poem, M'Fingall, 401.

Trumbull, Governor Jonathan, offers to mediate between Gen-
eral Gage and Bostonians in 1775, 522.

Trumbull, Joseph, appointed Commissary General by Wash-
ington in 1775, 567.

Tryon County (now Montgomery), Notice of, 232 ; Anned Set-

tlers of, 266.

Tryon, Governor William, Expedition to Danbury in 1777, 401

;

Expedition to Horse-neck Landing, 411 ; Landing of at Nor-
walk in 1779, 414, 416; Expedition to New Haven in 1779,

422; Head-quarters at Fairfield, 427; Arrival at New York
from England in 1775, 522.

Tucker, Reverend Josiah and Reverend Abraham, Notice of
519.

United States, relative Position of to Governments of Europe,
86 ; Independence of acknowledged by France in 1778, 87

;

Foreign and domestic Debt of in 1777-81, 319.

University, Harvard, Endowment of, 555.

Van Courtlandt at Battle of Stillwater, 51.

Van Courtlandt, Pierre, first President of Senate of New York,

387.

Vanderburg, Colonel, Notice of 436.

Van Norden, Mrs. Polly, Notice of 332.

Van Rensselaer, General Robert, Expedition to Tryon County,

280; Pursues Johnson— His Inaction, 281; Abandons pur-

suit— Dispatches Messenger to Captain Vrooman at Fort

Schuyler, 282.

Van Rensselaer, General Stephen, Notice of 226.

Van Rensselaer, Colonel Solomon, Notice of 226.

Van Rensselaer, William, Notice of 391.

Van Schaick, Colonel, at Cherry Valley, 2.37; In Expedition

against Onondagas, 270 ; Pursues Sir John Johnson to Ti-

conderoga, 290.

Van Schaick's Mill, 391.

Van Slyk, Captain, killed at Siege of Fort Schuyler, 246.

Van Swearingen, Captain, at Battle of Stillwater, 52.

Van Vechten, Colonel, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 71.

Varnum, Colonel, at Battle of Bunker Hill, 571.

Varrick, Colonel, at Battle of Stillwater— Rupture with Ar-

nold, 56.

Vasco De Gam a reaches India via Cape of Good Hope, 26.

Vasquez D'Aillon, Lucas, reaches Combahee River in South
Carolina—Kidnaps Natives with Intention of selling them as

Slaves, 30.

Veeder, Colonel, at Currytown, 295.

Vergennes, Count De, Policy of, relative to extending Aid to

Americans, 86.

Vermont demands Separation from the Union—Declared Free
and Independent in 1777, under the Name of New Connecti-

cut, 168.

Verrazani, John, Expedition to North America, 31.

Vespucci, Elena, applies to Congress for Grant of Land, 28.

Vessels of War, Contiance and Saratoga, 143 ; Constructed on
Lake Champlain—Royal Savage, 163 ; Congress Galley, com-
manded by Arnold—Carleton, Inflexible, and Maria on Lake
Champlain, 164 ; Camilla and Scorpion, 422 ; Romney, in

Boston, 478 ; Fleet of Eight, arrive in Boston in 1768, 480

;

Arrival of the Cerberus, at Boston after Battle of Lexington,
537 ;

Names of at Boston after Battle of Lexington, 539

;

Names of authorized by Congress in 1775, 576; British Sloop
F"aleon attempts to seize Captain Manly, 570 ; Names of first

constructed for Continental Navy, 575.

Visit of the Author to Places on the Hudson River, 34 ; Albany
—Troy, 35; Cohoes' Falls—Van Schaick's Island, 36; Water-
ford, 43; Bemis's Heights—Saratoaa, 44, 89; Schuylerville
—Do-ve-gat, 71, 88; Fort Edward, 94 ; Rogers's Island, 102;
Glenn's Falls, 104; " Big Snake" and " Indian Cave," 105; Cald-
well— Lake George, 108; Ruins of Fort George, 112; Rog-
ers's Rock— Prisoner's Island, 116; Ticonderoga, 118, 121,

136; Whitehall or Skenesborough, 137, 142; Fort Anne Vil-

lage, 139; Putnam's Rock, 142 ; Battle ground of Hubbardton,
145; Sholes's Landing, 144, 149; Lake Champlain— Mount
Independence, 147 ; Chimney Point, 150 ; Crown Point, 151

;

Split Rock, 1.59 ; Burlinaton, Vermont—Grave of Ethan Allen

161; Rousse's Point—Isle Aux Noix. 167; St. John's, 168;
Chambly, 174 ; Longueuil, 175, 182 ; Montreal, 177 ; Sorel

—

River St. Lawrence—Quebec, 183 ; Falls of Montmorenci

—

Point Levi, 203 ; Plains of Abraham, 204 ; Lachine— St. Ann's
Rapids, 206 ; Cedars Rapids, 207 ; Scotch Canadiiin Cairn,

209; St.Regis—Ogdensburgh, 210; Kingston, Upper Canada,
214; Oswego, 215; Genesee and Niagara Rivers, 224 ; Niag-

ara Falls, 227 ; Suspension Bridge, 228 ; Syracuse, 229

;

Rome—Mohawk Valley—Fort Stanwix (Rome), 231 ; Battle-

ground of Oriskany, 243 ; Whitesboro'—Utica—Little Falls

—

German Flats, 253 ; Fort Plain, 261 ; Mohawk Valley—Ful-
ton ville—Fonda, 284; Caughnawaga—Johnstown, 285; Cana-
joharie—Currytown, 292; Sharon Springs, 295 ; Cherry Val-

ley, 296; Albany, 300; Newark—Morristown, 305; Spring-
field, New Jersey, 322; Elizabethtown, 326; Elizabethtown
Point, 327 ; Middlebrook, 331, 332; Campground near Mid-
dlebrook — Washington's Rock, 333; Somerville— Easton,
Pennsylvania, 335 ; Pokono Mountain—Valley of Wyoming,
339, 370; Wilkesbarre. 340, 370; Toby's Eddy, 343; Kings-
ton and Forty Fort, 364; Monument to the Martyrs of Wy-
omimr, 365 ; Carbondale, Pennsylvania, Coal Mines, 377

;

Milfofd—Sawkill, 380; Port Jervls ; Neversink Valley, 381 ;

Poughkeepsie, 382 ; Kingston, New York, 385 ; Hoosick Val-

ley— Bennington Battleground, 391, 398; Walloomscoick
Valley. 398; Bennington, 399; Housatonic Valley—Danbury,
400; Ridgefield, 407, 412; Putnam's Hill, 412 ; Norwalk, 413;
Gregory's Point—Grunimon's Hill, 414; F'airfield, 416 : Green-
field Hill—New Haven— East Rock, 417, 428; Westbridge
and Milford Hill, near New Haven, 423, 428 ; Yale College,

431; Hartford, 4.32 ; Boston, 439, 561 ; Concord, 551 ; Lexing-
ton, 552; Cambridge, 555; Bunker Hill Monument, 558; Dor-
chester Heights, 560 ; Massachusetts Historical Society, 561.

Visscher, Colonel, at Siege of Fort Schuyler, 245.

Volunteers from New Hampshire join Army at Cambridge
previous to Battle of Bunker Hill. .536.

Vrooman, Captain, in Command of Fort Schuyler—Captured
by Brant—Taken to Canada as Prisoner by Johnson, 282.

Wagner directed to shoot Brant, 238.

Wales's Hill, Roxbury, Massachusetts, Notice of 565.

Walker, Captain, at Battle of Springfield in 1780, 323; At Bat-
tle of Bunker Hill, 543.

Walloomscoick, Orthography and Signification of 398.

Walloomscoick River, Notice of 395.

Walpole, Sir Robert, enhghtened Views of in regard to Tax-
ation, 454.

Wampum described, 302.

War between England and France in 1756 (" Seven Years'
War"), 95 ; Civil, between Yankees and Pennymites in Valley
of Wyoming, 1769—Erection of Forts—Captur^f Durkee

—

Surrender of Ogden, 345 ; Treatment of Ogden—Nathun Og-
den killed by Speddy—Another Attack on Yankees—Penny-
mites expelled—New Fortifications, 346; Hostilities cease in

1771, 347; Revival of the War in 1782—Decree of Trenton
Its Effect—Injustice toward Yankees— Inaction of Congress,

371; Great Deluge— Danger and Distress of Inhabitants

—

Reappearance of the Soldiers—Renewal of Hostilities, 372

;

Armstrong's Expedition—Stratagem—Change in public Sen-
timent—Censors hold Septennial Meeting—Appeal for Re-
lief 373; New Dilficulties— Commissioners repulsed by
Franklin—His Arrest for Treason, 375 ; Discharged—Picker-

ina's escape to Philadelphia—Returns to the Valley— Abduct-
ed—Difficulties cease, and the Vale ever after a Picture of
Prosperity and Repose, 376 ; King Philip's, in 1675, 420

;

Virtual Declaration of against the Americans in 1775, 519.

Ward, General Artemas, appointed temporary Commander-in-
chief in 177.5, 190; Biographical Sketch of, 516; At Battle of
Bunker Hill. 541. 556.

Warner, Colonel Seth. at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 49; Bio-

graphical Sketch of 1.53; At Battle of Bennington, 393, 394.

Warren, James, Biographical Sketch of 494.

Warren. Dr. Joseph, Oration« of, in Boston Old South Church,
522; Presides in Provincial Congress of Massachusetts is
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1775, 531, 564; At Battle of Bunker Hill, 542; Killed, 546;

Biographical Sketch of, 548 ; Masonic Honors to his Memory
—Monument on Breed's Hill, 549.

. Warren, Mrs. Mercy, Quotation from, 487 ; Biographical Sketch

of 464.

\Va.shington, General George. Manifesto of, issued at Middle-

brook in 1777, 133 ; Recommends Arnold, 136 ; Visit to Bos-

ton in 1789, 143 ; Appointed Commander-in-chief of Conti-

nental Forces in 1775—Takes Command of Army at Cam-
bridge—His Generals—Sends Arnold on Expedition to Cana-

da, 190; Manifesto to Arnold, 194; Censure of Butterfield

and Bedell, 207; Opinion in regard to Convention of British

at Cedar Rapids, 209 ; Head-quarters at Morristown, 306
;

Estaldishes Cantonments from Princeton to the Hudson, un-

der control of Putnam. 307: Proclamation of, counter to that

of Brothers Howe, 306 ; Opposition to his Policy—His Inde-

pendence and Sagacity— Leaves Head-quarters at Morris-

town, and proceeds to Middlebrook. 309 ; Head-quarters of

at New Windsor, on the Hudson—Holds Council of War to

quell Rebellion at Princeton, 313; Recognition of Ford at

Mount Vernon—Illustration of his Character, 314 ;
Prohibits

Gambling—His religious Toleration, 315; Deprecation of pa-

per Money as legal Tender, 320; Deceived by Clinton at

Short Hills, 323; Head-quarters of at White Plains in 1778.

331 ; First Conference with Rochambeau and Ternay at New-
port in 1780—Returns to Camp at West Point—Second Con-

ference with Rochambeau at Wethersfield, 435; Conference

at Webb House, Wethersfield, to Concert plan of Campaign

in 1781—Menaces New York—Abandons Siege— Proceeds

with Forces to Yorktown—Extract from Diary, 436 ; Head-

quarters at Cambridge, 555 ; Letter of, to Poet Slave. Phillis,

556 ; Chantrey's Statue of in State House, Boston, 561 ; Ap-

pointed Commander-in-chief of American Forces in 1775-

Acceptance and Reply—Salary of— Modesty, .563; Leaves

Philadelphia for Cambridge—Reception at New York. Water-

town, and Cambridge—Takes Command of Army, 564 ; Calls

Council of War—Organizes Army— Issues general Order,
• 565 ; Sends armed Vessels to intercept British Supplies from
Boston. .569 ; Sends Forces to Plowed Hill and Charlestown

Road, 571 ; Writes President of Congress, charging that body

with Neglect—Camp on Bunker Hilf^Calls Council of War,
573; Proclamations of Howe—Retaliates by orderins Sulli-

van and others to seize all Officers of Government unfriendly

to Patriots, 575 ; Renders Account to Government for Ex-

penses incurred by Lady Washington in visiting Camp dur-

ing War—Explanation. 576.

Washington, Lady, with her Husband at Head-quarters, near

Middlebrook, in 1778, 332; Arrival at Cambridge in 1775. 576.

Waterbury, Colonel, at Expedition to Danbury in 1777, 402.

Water Gap, Pennsylvania, Notice of 338.

Watts, Major, at Siege of Fort Schuyler in 1777, 244.

Wayne, General, in Command of Pennsylvania Troops in 1781,

312.

Webb, Colonel, at Battle of Springfield, 324.

Webb, General. Perfidy and Cowardice of, 110.

Webb, Dr.. Notice of 562.

Webster, Daniel, Orations at Bunker Hill Monument. 1825,

1843, .559.

Weed, David, Notice of 402.

Wells, Charles F., Notice of, 365.

Wells, Eleazer, Notice of, 286.

Wemple, Colonel, Notice of 263.

Wentworth, Governor Benning, Flight to Boston for Safety in

1775. 568.

Wesson, Colonel, at Battle of Stillwater, 51 ; At Siege of Fort

Schuyler in 1777, 242.

West Point, Washington's Army at, in 1778, 332.

Weymouth, Massachusetts, Settlement of in 1622, 445.

Whalley, General, English Regicide, concealed at New Haven,
419.

" Whig" and " Tory." Origin of, 71 ; Renewal of Terms, 486.

Whigs, Meeting of, at Cherry Valley in 177.5, 2.33.

Wliipple, William, at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 49 ; At Battle

of Bennington, 393.

White Eyes. Indian Chief, Fidelity of 264.

Whitefield. Reverend George, biographical Sketch of, 336 ; Ac-

quaints Dr. Langdon with Secret of attempt to establish Epis-

copacy in America, 489.

Whitehall the Theater of hostile Preparations in 1812, 139.

Whittier, J. G., Quotation from. 150. 432.

Wilcox, Quotation from, 253, 305, 306.

Wilkes, John, bioaraphical Sketch of, 520.

Wilkinson. General James, at Battle of Stillwater, 56; Bio-

craphical Sketch of—Speech before Compress, 84.

Willard, Counselor, at Battle of Bunker Hill, 541.

Willett. Colonel Marinus, joins the Garrison of Fort Schuyler,

242, 244 ; Bios.-raphical Notice of 244 ; Volunteers to be ^
Messenger, 250; Left in Command of the Garrison, 9.'>2

;

Patriotism in Mohawk Valley— His Command of Tryon
County Militia, 283 ; At Fort Hunter, Mohawk Valley, 290

;

Sends Expedition, to Currytown, 294.

Williams, Colonel Ephraim, Rock where shot, 106 ; Biograph-

ical Sketch of, 107.

Williams, Colonel, at B.ittle of Bennington, 394.

Williams, Major, killed at Battle of Bunker Hill, 546.

WiUiams, Otho H., Notice of 56.5.

Willie, Walter, Notice of, 302.

Willis, Quotation from, 113.

Wilson cruelly treated by Indians—Speech of Indian Messen
ger John, 349.

Wind Gap, Pennsylvania, Notice of, 338.

Windmill Point. Post of Canada Patriots in 1837, 210.

Windsor, Connecticut, Notice of 436.

Wine, Madeira. Seizure of in Boston in 1767, 478.

Winslow. Edward, Biographical Sketch of 445.

Wintermoot's Fort, 351.

Winthrop, Governor John, Arrival of, in New England, 446

,

Expedition to Montreal, 451.

Witchcraft in New England, 447.

Woodworth, Captain Ephraim, at Battle of Stillwater, 58.

Woodvvorth, Captain Solomon, Skirmish of, with Indians at

German Flats, 298.

Wolcott at Battle of Bemis's Heights, 50.

Wolfe, General James, Appointment of in 1758, 120 ; Approach

of to Quebec, 184 ; Death of—Biographical Sketch of 188

;

Monument of 189, 205.

Women, Patriotism in Revolution, 352, 488, 512. _
Wool, General, Notice of 226.

Woolsey, Major, at Middle Fort, Schoharie, 279.

Wooster, General David, at Expedition to Danbury, 402 ; Hon-

or conferred on, by Congress, unheeded—Marks of Grave

obliterated, 406; Attacks British at Danbury— Killed— Bio-

graphical Sketch of 408.

Wordsworth, Captain, conceals Charter of Connecticut in Oak
Tree at Hartford, 435.

Wormwood. Lieutenant, sent to Cherry Valley—Killed, 297.

Writs, Quo Warranto, defined, 434; Of Assistance, 459.

Wyllys, Honorable Samuel, Owner of Charter Oak, 435.

Wyoming Valley—Flight of the People over the Pocono—In-

cidents of the Flight—Providential Aid of HoUenback— Preser-

vation of Papers. 360 ; Picture of the Flight—Bad Faith of

Invaders, 361; Their Departure from the Valley— Indian

Cruelties— Arrival of Succor— Expedition against the In-

dians, 362 ; Return of Settlers—Continued Alarm—Murder
of Slocum—Sullivan's Expedition—The Valley a Scene of

War, Blood, and Sufifering, 363 ; Eftbrts to erect a Mouu-

ment— Ladies form Luzerne Monumental Association—
Success, 366; Residence and Grave of Colonel Z. Butler-

History of Slocum Family— Abduction of Frances Slocum,

367 ; Singular Discovery of her, 368 ; Interview with White
Kindred-^Narrative and Condition—Names of her Children,

369 ; A Sabbath at Wyoming — Incidents of Life of Mrs.

Myers—Escape of her Father and Brother from Indians, 370

;

Revival of Civil War—Decree of Trenton— Its Ettert—Injus-

tice toward the Yankees—Inaction of Congress, 371; Great

Deluge-Danger and Distress of Inhabitants—Reappearance

of Soldiers—Renewal of Hostihties. 372; Armstrong's Expe-

dition—Stratagem—Change of Public Sentiment—Censors-
Appeal (or Relief 373; Organization of Luzeme County-
New Difficulties—Commissioners repulsed by Frankliu-—His

Arrest for Treason—Visited by Colonel Ethan Allen, 375;

Discharged- Pickering's Escape to Philadelphia—Returns to

the Valley—Abduction and Treatment—Difficulties cease, and

the Vale ever after a Picture of Repose and Prosperity, 376.

Wyoming. Authors on—Campbell. 341, 364; Minor, 340, 341,

3.50, 3.52, 3;57, 361. 362, 363, 365, 367, 376 ; Colonel Stone, 350,

3.54: Mallory, 365; Wells, 365; Silliman, 365; Stone, 376;

Gordon, Chapman, 376.

Wyoming, Description and Incidents of 340; 341; Purchase

of, from Indians, 344 ; Civil War at. in 1769-71, 345 ; Dem-
ocratic Government established in 1771, 347; Under Protec-

tion of Connecticut in 1771—Enjoys Peace until 1775— Hos-

tilities renewed by Northumberland Militia—Inhabitants pe-

tition Congress for Redress, 348; Identified with General

History of the Union—Expo.sed Position, 349 ; Alarm at, in

1778— Condition of Settlement—Apathy of Congress—Patriot-

ism of Women, 3.52 ; Approach of Indians and Tories—Prep-

arations for Defen.^e-Council of War— Position of Forts,

3.53 ; Decision of People—Preparations for Battle—Forces

of the Enemy-Campbell's Injustice to Brant, 3.54 ; Disposi-

tion of Belligerents for Battle—Speech of Colonel Z. Butler

—Attack, 355 ; Battle—Order of Denison mistaken—Retr_e»t

of Americans— Scenes of Blood at Monocasy Island. 356;

Escape of Butler and Denison—Cruelties. of Indians—Scene

at Esther's Rock, 357; Cruelties of Queen Esther (Catharine

Montour)—Scenes at Forty Fort—Negotiations for Surrender
— Escape of Colonel Z. Butler, 358 ; Surrender of the Fort-
Treaty Table—Conduct of Tories -Bad Faith of Indians. 3.59

Yale College, Notice of—Political Character of, in Revolution.

431.

Yankee Doodle, Origin of 81, 480 ; Played at Surrender of
' goyne, 81 ; Playedin Lord Percy's Regiment at Roxbury
Yankee Lumberman, Anecdote of 371

Bur-

, 5i>8.

Zinzendorf Count Nicholas L., biographical Sketch of—First

Explorer in Wyoming Valley—Adventures with Indians, 342

,

His Camp ground, 343.
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Abbot, Benjamin, Drum-major, plays Death-march on Execu-
tion of Andre, 203.

Abercrombie, Colonel, at Siege of Yorktown, 520; In Expedi-
tion to Petersburg, 544.

Academy, Military.'at West Point, established by Act of Con-
gress in 1802—Organized in 1812. 138.

Acrostic on Arnold, 37; On Anna Brewster, 113.

Acts—Stamp Act, 58 ; Opposition to, in Philadelphia, in 1764,
258 ; Hilarity and Rejoicing on its Repeal, 2.59 ; Etfect of, in

Virginia, 482; Repeal of, in 1766, 484, 569, 789; Ett'ect of, in

North Carolina, 567; Effects of, in South Carolina, 747 ; Op-
posed in New York, 786.

Act. Toleration, in Maryland, in 1649 ; Against Blasphemy pun-
ishable by Death, 397.

Act, English Navigation, prohibiting foreign Commerce with
British Settlements, 640.

Act, Mutiny, providing for quartering Troops in America at

Expense of the Colonists, 790.

Adamses, Opinions concerning, 270.
Adams. .John, in Committee of Congress to confer with Howe

in 1776, 814.

Adams, Samuel, his course toward Washin.gton in 1778, 336.

Address of Lord Mayor of London to George IlL relative to

establishing arbitrary Power in America—Of Common Coun-
cil to the same, 17; Of London Merchants and others to

George III. concerning acts of Parliament— Counter Ad-
dresses and others, 18 ; Of Parliament responsive to the
King's Speech, 19 ; At Dedication of Washington's Head
Quarters Newburgh, in 1850, 99 ; Of Washington to Of-

ficers of the Army at Newburgh, 109, 116; To Congress at

Annapolis, on Resignation of his Commission, 841 ; Of Mifflin

to Washington on same Occasion, 841, 842.

Advertisement, profligate, of British Officers in Philadelphia in

1778, 303 ; For supply of counterfeit Money, 836.

Agnew, General James, killed at Battle of Germantown in 1777
—Biographical Sketch of, 318; Account of his Death, 319.

Agreements, Non-importation, 486, 579, 749.

Agriculture in Lower Virginia, 5.)4 ; In North Carolina, 5.56.

Alliemarle County, North Carolina, extent of Territory of, 560.

Alden, Captain, horsewhips Prescott for Insolence at his Table,
35.

Alden, John, Passenger in the May Flower, 91.

Alexander, Abraham, Biographical Sketch of. 617.

Alexander, Elijah. Biographical Sketch of. 617.

Alexander, Sagamore of the Wanipanoags, 90.

Alexander, W. J., Notice of 599.

Alexander, William (Earl of Stirling), biographical Sketch of.

807.

Alexandria, Virginia, Notice of—Its Museum and Revolution-
ary Relics, 413; Washington's Bier—Autograph Letter—Nap-
kin used at his Christening, 414.

Allen, Colonel Ethan, Error concerning corrected, 167.

Allen, Hugh, in E.xpedition to the Scioto in 1774, 488.

Allison, Mr.—Interview of Author with, near Stony Point, 184.

Allison, Reverend Patrick, Chaplain in Continental Army, 393.

Althouse, Captain, in Battle at Spencer's Ordinary in 1781, 464.

America, visited by Northmen prior to Discovery by Colum-
bus, 66.

Amidas, Philip, explores Coast of Carolina, under Raleigh, in

1584, 449.

Ammunition removed from Magazine at Williamsburg, 1775,

503.

Anderson, John, name assumed by Andre. 147.

Andre, Major John— His Correspondence with Arnold, 146

;

Appointment to confer with Arnold—Fictitious Letter to Col.

Sheldon, 147 ; First Interview with Arnold, 151 ; Their Plan,

152; Receives Papers from Arnold explanatory of military

Condition of Hudson Highlands—Disposition of them, 153
;

Smith refuses to take him to the Vulture, 155; Exchanges
Coats—Crosses the Hudson with Smith, 156 ; Announcement
of his Arrest, 1.58 ; Letter to Washington explaining his posi-

tion, 160; Ordered to West Point, 161 ; Place of his Capture,
185; Journey with Smith to Crom Pond—His Uneasiness,

136; Arrested—Discovery of Papers in his Stockings—Names
of the Captors, 187; Conveyed to Sheldon's Head quarters
at North Salem—Letters to Washington, 160, 189 ; Taken to

West Point and Tappan—Makes Disclosures to Tallmadge,
190; Place of his Confinement and Execution at Tappan,
196; Court of Inquiry in his Case— His Conduct—Biograph-
ical Sketch of, 197 ; His Death-warrant—Will—Disposition

of his Remains—Monument, 199 ; Equity of his Sentence

—

Efforts to save him, 200; Proposition to Exchange him for

Arnold byOgden refused, 201: His Request to be Shot, 202:
His Composure of Mind—Pen-and Ink Sketch of Himself

—

Name of his Executioner—Thacher's Account of his Execu-
tion, 203; Place of his Death and Burial, 204; His Captors
rewarded—Disinterment of his Remains, and removal to En-
gland in 1831, 205; His Captors suspected of mercenary mo-
tives, 206 ; His Place of Residence in Philadelphia in 1777,

310.

Andrew, Alexander, Account of Death of General Agnew, 318.

Andross, Sir Edmund, appointed Governor of Virginia in 1692;
Succeeded by Nicholson in 1698, 471.

Anecdote of mysterious Frenchman and Committee of Con-
gress, 22 ; Of General Prescott and Timothy Folger, 35 ; Ol
" Mother Bailey," 49 ;

" Daddy Hall" and Paymaster Dexter,
63 ; Count Maurepas, 86 ; Concerning Washington's Dining
Hall and La Fayette, at Newburgh, 100 ; Of a Scotchman at

Hell Gate, 114; Of Baron Steul)en, near Fishkill Landing.
125; OfWashington relative to Mrs. Arnold, 158; James Lar-
vey, 159 ; Of the Author and the Speculating Daugliter, 162

:

Colonel John Fitzgerald, 2.39 ; Mrs. Whitall, 291 ; Mr. Hunt-
ington and Duponceau, 313 ; Mauritz Rambo and wounded
Deer, 330 ; Mrs. Ferguson, 351 ; Gil l)ert Tennant's Sermons.
365 ; Mrs. Hannah J. Israel, 385 ; Of Calvert and his Protest

ant Servants, 397; General Washington and Mr. Payne, 41-3 :

President Andrew Jackson and Lieutenant Randolph, 427 :

Tilghman and Cornwallis, 429 ; President Monroe and Gov-
ernor Hardy, 439; Patrick Henry and Hook, 440; Benjamin
Harrison, 442 ; Sir Walter Raleigh and his Servant, 450 ; In-

dian Messenaer and Mr. Gist, 472 ; Braddock and Washing
ton, 478; Indian Chief and Washington, at Fort Duquesne.
479 ; Speaker Robinson and Washington, 481 ; Washington
and Judge Peters, 509 ; Spy Morgan, 511 ; Of Sir N. W. Wrax
all concerning Lord North, 528 ; Negro Hostler and Goat
541 ; Arnold and the Pi'isoner, 545 ; Ninian B. Hamilton, 572 ;

Tryon and Boy Messer, .577 ; General Greene and Portrait

of George III,. 598; Tarleton and little Rebels, 600; Corn-
wallis and Widow Brevard, 618 ; Of Senator Preston and old

Lady, near King's Mountain, 6.32 ; General Tarleton and thH
two American Ladies, 642; Of Captain Ferguson and Col
onel Horry, 686 ; Of Friday and Colonel Maxwell, 688 ; Ol
Colonel Cruger and Eddins, 693 ; Of Manning and Barre,

703; Concerning Stamp Act, in South Carolina, 747 : Of Mrs.
Elliot and Colonel Balfour, 756 ; Of Marion and yovms Brit

Ish Officer, 771 ; Of Statue of George HI., 801 ; Of Boy and
British Grenadier, 823.

Annapolis described, 394; Early History of, 395; The Theater
of revolutionary Movements in 1765, 399 ; Destruction of Te.-i

at, in 1774, 401 ; The Scene of military Displays in 1781-83—
Visited by Washington in 1783— Continental Congress ii.

Session at, 402; Portraits of distincuished Persons in Senatt-

Chamber, 403; Adjournment of Congress to in 1783, 840.
Washington resigns his Commission at, 841.

Antiquities—old Tower at Newport, 65 ; Inscription on Dightor
Rock—Its Translation—Stone Cemetery on Rainsford Isl

and, 66; Runic Inscriptions on Orkney Isles, 67; Ruins of

old Church at Jamestown, 447; Tombstone at Jamestown
448; Pocahontas's Wash-basin, near Archer's Hill, Virginia.

5:53 ; Ancient Stone Wall at Salisbury, North Carolina, 615.

Apollo Room at Williamsburg, Virginia, 484.

Arbuthnot, Admiral, in command of British Squadron on Amer-
ican Coast in 1780. 87 ; At Siege of Charleston, 764.

Archdale, John, Governor of the Carolinas in 1695, 561 ; Hik
Policy, 745.

Archer, Mr., Aid of Wayne at Storming of Stony Point, 181.

Archer's Hill, Notice of, 553.

Argall, Governor Samuel, Notice of, 447 ; Keeps Pocahontas ne

a Hostage, 454 ; Governor of Virginia in 1617—Sails with FItel

to Coast of Maine, to protect Fisheries—Operations on the

Eastern Coast—Makes Conquest of Acadia—Enters Bay of
New York—Compels Dutch to acknowledge Supremacy of

England—Returns to Virginia, 457.

Arlington. Earl of, his ceded Rights to Domain in Virginia for

thirty Years, 460 : Assigns his Interest to Culpepper, 471.

Armand, Charles, Marquis de la Rouarie in Battle, near James-
town Island, in 1781—Biographical Sketch of, 466.

Armed Neutrality, Notice of, 674.

Arms. Manufacture of, by Americans, in 1776, 18 ; Seizure of
at New York, in 1775, 793.

Armstrong. Captain Mark, in Southern Campaign under Greene
in 1781, 602 ; Killed at Siege of Fort Ninety six in 1781, 694
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Armstrong, General John, at Battle ot Germantown. in 1777

—

Biographical .Sketch of, 315 ; Takes command at Charleston
in 1776, 753.

\rmstrong. Major John, Author of Newburgh Addresses, Bio-
graphical Sketch of, 106 ; Washington's Opinion of his Mo-
tives, HI.

Armstrong, Major, in Battle at Spencer's Ordinai-y in 1781, 463.

Armstrong, Rev. James F., biographical Sketch ot^—Grave of,

246.

4.rmy, British, Insecurity of, at Boston, in 1776, 12; Depart for
New Yoik—-Etfective Force of, on evacuating Boston, 14

;

Proposed Augmentation of, in ]77.j, by foreign Troops, 20;
Arrive at Newport in 1776, in Command of (ieneral Clinton
and Earl Percy, 73 ; Condition of in 1777, 165; Capture of
Fort Washington and three Thousand Americans, in 1776,
221 ; Burgoyne not allowed to go to England on Parole—Sent
to Interior of Virginia in 1778—Ofiicers sijin Parole of Honor,
550 ; Incidents of March to Charlottesville, 551 : Condition
of, 552; Removal, and tinal Dispersion in 1782, 553; Dispo-
sition of, under Cornwallis, in North Carolina, in 1781. 596,
«J06; Arrival at New York—DisDosit'on of, after Battle of
'vong Island, in 1776, 813; Occupation of New York, 835;
Kvacuation of New York in 1783, 838.

. my. Continental, in 1776, 9; Its Strength, 18; Cantonment
aear Newburgh in 1780. 83, 103, 104 ; Discontents of, in 1783,
105, 106 ; Proceedings at Newburgh in Relation to Grievances
of, 106 to 111 inclusive

; Crosses the Hudson, and Encamps at

Tappan, in 1781, 145; Encampment at Middlebrook in 1777,

211; Marches toward Hudson Highland3.212; Encampment
at Smith's Clove in 1779,213 ; Marches from Hudson River to

Virginia in 1781, 213; Retreats across New Jersey in 1776

—

Decrease of its Force—I'ardy Movements of General Lee,
222; Weakness of, when Crossing the Delaware, 224 ; Reor-
ganization of in 1776, 225 ; Distress of, in 1780, 311; Relieved
by Women of Philadelphia, 312 ; Amount of Contributions
to, Ijy Philadelphians, 313; Encampment of, near Williams-
burg, Virginia, in 1781, 446, 468; Condition of, in 1781, 509;
Reorganization of, under Greene, in North Carolina, in I'lJC,

51)6; Number and Disposition of, at Guilford (;curt House,
606 ; Dispo.'ition of, at Battle of Cowpens, in 1781, 639 ; Par-
tial Organization of, in North Carolina, in 1780. 676 ; Forma-
tion of, under Lincoln, in 1778, 758; Condition of, after Bat-
tle of Long Island, in 1776, 813 ; Number of Soldiers furnish-
ed by each State during Revolution—Meeting among Troops
of Pennsylvania Line, 837 ; Washington's Farewell Address
to, 838 ; Entrance into New York, 8:!9.

Army, French, Encampment at Providence in 1782, 55; En-
campment at Newport in 1780—Re-enforced—Extent of its

Force, 87 ; Becomes a Burden to the Americans—Departs
for the Hudson in 1761,88; Marches to Virginia, 213 ; Kn-
campment at Williamsburg after Siege of Y'orktovvn—Joins
Continental Army, on the Hudson, in 1782—Proceeds to Bos-
ton and Embarks for West Indies, .529.

Arnold, Benedict, Birth-place of, 36; Biographical Sketch of,

142; His early Y'ears— Fights a Duel— Ringleader in Mis-
chief—His Mother—Scorching Acrostic on, 37 ; Expedition
up the Thames, under British, in 1781, 42 ; Lands near New
London, 43 ; His Infancy, 44 ; His Dispatches to Sir Henry
t;linton, 45; Landing-place of, near New London, 43, 50;
Weakens great Chain across Hudson River, 138; Appointed
by Washington military Governor of Philadelphia—Seeks a
Command in the Navy—His Extravagance, 141 ; Marries
Miss Shippen—Residence and Style of Living—Fraudulent
Dealings— Charged with Malfeasance, 142; Ordered to be
tried by Court-martial—Asks Congress for Men to guard his
House—Verdict and Punishment—Its Elfects, 143 ; Interview
with Luzerne—Visits American Camp—Deceives Washing-
ton — Obtains command at West Point, 145 ; Correspond-
ence with Andr6 — Proposes Interview with him, 147 ; At-
tempts to hold it— Inciter to Washington— Confers with
Smith. 148; Correspond, nee with Robinson, 149; First Inter-
view with Andre, at Long Clove Mountain—Furnishes .Smith
with Passes, 151; Arrival at Smith's House, 152; Supplies
Andre with important Papers, 153, 156 ; His Pass to Andre,
155; Composure in Presence of his Aids, 157 ; Flight to the
Enemy—Etfect of his Departure on his Wife, 158 ; Passage
to the Vulture—Treatment of his Oarsmen—Discovery of his

Treason, 159 ; Letters from the Vulture imploring Protec-
tion of Washington to his Wife and (Jhild, 160; Curious Co-
incidence connected with his Death, 186 ; Ogden's Proposi-
tion to receive him in Exchange for Andre, 201 ; Champe's
Attempt to abduct him, 207 ; His Quarters in Broadway,
New York, 209 ; Arnold's Compensation for his Treason

—

Statesman in House of Commons refuses to speak in his

Presence, 209 ; Proceeds from New York on Expedition to

Virginia in 1781—Lands at Westover, 433 ; Marches to Rich-
mond, 434; Destroys much Property, 435, 436; Withdraws
to Westover—Re-embarks—Commits other Depredations

—

Pursued by Americans—Establishes Head-quarters at Ports-

mouth, 436 ; Attempts to capture him while in Virginia, 436,

543 ; Fortifies Portsmouth—Joined by General Phillips—Pro-
ceeds with Troops to Osborne's— His Victory there, 545 ;

Rejoins Phillips— Burns Barracks and Flour at Chesterfield

Court House—Marches toward Richmond— Destroys Tobac-
co and other Property at Manchester—Proceeds to War-
wick --DeBlruction of Property—Burns the Town— Returns

to Petersburg, 546 , Takes chief command of Army on
Death of i'biilips—Joined by Cornwallis—.Sends .Simcoe to

the Fords on the Nottavvay and Meherrin RS.vers, 54.
Arnold, Hannah, Letter to her Son Benedict, 37.

Arnold, Hannah. Sister of the Traitor, 160.

Arnold, General James Robertson, Son of Benedict Arnold,
Biographical Sketch of, 158.

Arnold, Margaret, Marriage of, 142; On intimate terms with
Andre, 144; Parting with her Husband at West Point, 158;
Her Distress—Opinions concerning her, 160.

Arnold, Oliver, Quotation from, 37, 38.

Arnold's Path, Notice of, 1.59.

Arundel, Captain, in Battle on Gwynn's Island in 1776, 538.

Argill, Captain, Case of 366.

Ashe, General John, Notice of, 568 ; Treatment of by the Reg-
ulators in 1771. 576 ; Biographical Sketch of, 714.

Ashe, Mrs., and Tarlton, 642.

Assembly, Colonial, of Virginia, convened at Jamestown in 1699,

457; .Sessions of, 482; Excitement in— Dissolution, 483;
Meeting of in Apollo Room of Raleigh Tavern, AVilliams-
burg, in 1769 ; Convention formed—Recommend to the Peo-
ple Articles of Association against Use of British Goods, 484

,

Concur with Massachusetts Assembly in 1773—Dissolved by
Dunmore in 1773, 485; Recommends Continental Congress
in 1774—Resolves to import no more Slaves, British Goods,
nor Tea—To export no more Tobacco to England—Recom-
mend Improvement of Breed of Sheep, 486 ; Convened at

Richmond in 1775, 502; Dissolves forever, 505; Of Mary-
land, convened at St. Mary's in 1635—Upper House of, dis-

solved in 16.58, 398 ; Votes Statue of the King and Portrait of
Lord Camden in 1766, 400 ; Of South Carolina, tirst. con-
vened at Charleston in 1674. 745 ; Of Pennsylvania, convenes
at Philadelphia in 1683, 255; Penn's parting Message to, in

1708, 257; Appoints Delegates to Continental Congress in

1774, 261.

Assembly, Legislative, first, of North Carolina, convenes at

Edcnton in 1731, 563.

Assembly, Provincial, of South Carolina, convened at Charles-
ton iu 177(), 752; Of New York, in May, 1775—Suggests forti-

fying the Hudson River and Highlands in 1775—Appoints a
Committee for the purpose in 1776, 135 ; Proceedings of, at

White Plains in 1776.

Association, American, Articles of, agreed upon in Congress in

1774, 268 ; Eulogized by Abb6 Raynal, 288 ; Notice of, 72.),

749, 793.

Augusta, Georgia, Notice of, 709; Local History of, 710; In

Possession ol^British in 1779, 711 ; Siege of, in 1780, 715 ; Pro-
posed Monument at, 719.

Austin, Colonel, burns Church at White Plains, 823.

Austin, Samuel, Notice of, 13.

Autographs, of Unkos— Owaneko — Attawauhood, 29 ; Roger
Williams, .55 ; Stephen Hopkins, 57; Governor Wanton—
Daniel Horsmanden—Frederic Smyth—Peter Olivei—Robert
Auchmuty, 62: Munashum— Wonckompawhan— Captain
Annawan,91; Daniel Gookin—John Eliot, 92; Lewis Nicola,

104; Sally Jansen—GittyWinkoop— Maria Colden, 115; Ca-
leb Gibbs— Henry P.Livingston—William Colfax— Benja-
min Grymes. 120; Thaddeus Kosciuszko, 133; B. Romans,
135; La Radiere. 136; Duportail, 136; • Gustavus" (Arnold)
-"John Anderson" (Andre), 146; Elisha Sheldon, 147 ; Vi!-

lefranche, 153; S. Bauman, 154; Benedict Arnold, 1,55 ; Josh-
ua H. Smith, 156; David S. Franks— Richard Varick, 157.
John Vaughan — J. S.Wallace, 168; Philip Van Cortland.
170 ; Samuel H. Parsons, 174 : Anthony Wayne, 179 ; Twenty-
three Hessian Officers captured at Trenton, 230 ; John Fitz-

gerald, 239 ; John Morgan, 240 ; James Craik. 241 ; William
Penn, 256 ; Joseph Galloway. 270 ; Fifty-six Signers of the
Declaration of Independence, 286, 287; James M. Varnum.
292; DuPonceau, 308 ; John Armstrong, 315 ; JnmesAgnew,
319; Enoch Poor— Baron de Woedtke, 329 ; Thomas Con-
way, 337; General North. 342; Adam Ferguson, 349 ; H. Clm-
ton—Carlisle—William Eden, 350 ; William Alexander (Earl
of Stirlins)— George Washington, 352. 676; Charles Scott,

353 ; E. Oswald, 357 ; James Wesson—William Maxwell. 358

;

William Woodford, 363; Thomas Proctor. 375; Moses Hazen
—Theodoric Bland. 380; Du Coudray, 385; Charles Wilson
Peale, 409; G. W. Fairfax—George Mason, 421 ; John Tyler
—Martha Jefferson. 442 ; Thomas Jefferson—Francis Eppes.
443; Sir William Berkely, 45!J ; Charles Armand (Marquis
de la Rouarie) 466; General E. Braddock. 477; Lord Lou-
doun, 479; General J. Forbes, 480; John Murray (Earl ol

Dunmore). 485; Colonel George R. Clarke, 493 ; Simon Ken-
ton, 494; Major Alexander Scammel, 515; General Ebeneztr
Stevens, 516; Viscount De Noailles. 522; Lord Cornwallis

—

Thomas Symonds, .523 ; General Edward Stevens, .535; Gen-
eral Andrew Lewis, 537; General William Phillips. .546; H.
Gerlach— Archibald Edmonstone— Frederic Cleve, .551:

John Locke, 560: WilliaraTryon— John Hawks, 567; Maurice
Moore, 572; Edmund Fanning, 573; Y'orke, 574; Colonel
Joseph Leech—Christopher Neale, 575; James Hasell- John
Harvey, 579; Thomas Rispess— Lewis Henry De Piosaet.

581; Cornelius Harnett, 582; Colonel James Moore, 584:
Governor Richard Caswell, 586 ; General Alexander Lillini;-

ton, 587 ; Governor Josiah Martin, 588 ; Thomas Person, 589

;

General Rutherford, 597; CJeneral William Davidson, 600;
Captain Mark Armstrong, 603; Colonel Edward Carrington.
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604; Twenty-three Members of Mecklenburg Committee,
619; Horatio Gates— Isaac Huger—.Allen Jones—John But-
ler, 624 ; Joseph Winston. 633 ; Captain A. Depeyster—Col-
onel Benjamin Cleaveland—Colonel Isaac Shelliv—Colonel
William Campbell, 634 ; Colonel Abraham Bufor(l,'664 ; Will-
iam Clnjon, (itJS ; Governor Abncr Nash, Colonel Edward
Buncombe, 675 ; General Jethro Sumner, 697 ; Colonel Mal-
medy, 700; Captain John Rudolph, 70~>; Colonel B. Few,
7U ; General John Ashe, 714; Captain Samuel Finley, 718;
Governor J. Iloustoun, 729 ; General Alured Clarke, 740

;

Governor Christopher Gadsden, 748 ; Governor Thomas
Burke, 777 ; Major James II. Craig, 780 ; Governor Jacob Leis-
ler, 785 ; Revennd Cadwallader Colden, 787 ; Captain Isaac
Sears. 797 ; General John M. Scott, 805 ; General Nathaniel
Woodhull, 811 ; General William Howe, 814 ; Colonel John
Glover, 815; General William Heath, 820; Sir WilUam Kr-
ekine — Ritzema, 822; Knyphausen, 825; Colonel Laml)ert
Cadwalader, 826 ; Sir Guy Carlton, 838.

Bache, Mrs. Sarah, aftbrds Relief to Continental Soldiers in
1780—Visited by Chastellux, 312.

Bacon. Andrew, cuts away Draw ofQuintan's Bridge—Crippled
for Lite, 345.

Bacon, Nathaniel, demands popular Rights for Virginians o
Berkeley in 1676—His Plantation attacked by Indians—March
es against Invaders with armed Force—Proclaimed and pur
sued as a Traitor by Berkeley—Receives Sympathy ofthe Peo
pie—Insurrection—Berkeley compelled to yield—Appoint
ed Commander-in-chief— Marches to Jamestown, and de
mands his promised Commission—Granted—Reversed—De
clared a Traitor by Berkeley—Returns to Jamestown—Drives
Berkeley to the Chesapeake—Takes Women as Hostages

—

Burns Jamestown—Declares himself Supreme Ruler—Biog-
raphy, 461 ; Death of, 462.

Bacon, Mr., Notice of, 447, 558.

Badge of Military Merit, awarded to Sergeant Churchill in 1760,
834.

Bailey, J., Manufacturer of Washington's War Sword, 122, 408.
Bailey, Mrs. Anna, Notice of, 49.

Bailey, Captain Elijah, Escape from Fort Griswold, 49.

Baker, Rum-seller, instigates the Murder of Logan's Family,
489.

Balfour, Colonel, in command at Charleston, S. C, 1781, 613.
Ball, at Head-quarters of Greene and Knox, at New Windsor,

in 1777, 1 15 ; At Baltimore, in 1776, 393.

Balmanno, Mrs. R., Quotation from, 288.

Baltimore, Lord (Sir George Calvert), receives Patent as Lord
Proprietor of Avalon, Newfoundland, in 1621—Returns to En-
gland in 1625—Visits Virginia in 1628—Returns again to En-
gland—Permitted to frame the Charter of Ciescniiia himself
in 1632—His Death, 395.

Baltimore, Lord (Sir Cecil Calvert), inherits from his Father
Charter of Crescemia in 1632, 395; His Policy, 396 ; His Tol-
eration, 397; Death of, in 1765— Succeeded by his Son, Charles
Cecil, 399.

Baltimore. Lord (Charles Cecil Calvert), assents to Penn's Char-
ter in 1681,253.

Baltimore. Battle Monument at, 388, 391; Washinaton Monu-
ment— Bombardment of Fort MHenry— Populalion of in 1850
—Remarkable Case of Longevity, .390 ; Female College—Ma-
ryland Historical Society, 391; Peale's Museum—Patriotism
of Citizens in Revolution— Committees of Correspondence
and Observation, 392; Treatment of Loyalists—M>>eting of
Congress in 1776—Con aress House—La Fayette's Visit, 393;
Established as a Port of Entry, 403.

Bancroft, George, Quotation from, 93—Letter to Swain, 578.
Banks, Commodore, driven from Boston Harbor in 1776, 15.

Bannei-, British. Red Cross cut from, by Endicott, in 1634, 53;
Of Washington's Life (iuard. 120; Presented to Pulaski by
Moravian Nuns— Its History, 392.

Baptists, Fines imposed upon in Virginia in 1693, 460.

Barker's Hill, Topography of 80.

Barlow, Arthur, explores Coast of Carolina under Raleigh in

1584, 449.

Barlow, Joel. Notice of, 37.

Barnwell, Captain, commands Expedition against Southern In-

dians in 1772. 562.

Barr. Charles, Notice of. 582.

Barras. Admiral. Count de. succeeds Ternay in French Fleet at

Newport in 1781—Sends Dispatches to Washington concern-
ing De Grasse, 510.

Barre. Colonel Isaac, Opinion of British Army in America, 19;
Moves in Parliament that Copies of Dispatches of Howe and
Shuldhara be laid before the House of Commons. 22.

Barren Hill, Notice of—Its old Church and School-house, 322;
La Fayette's Quarters at, in 1778, 328 u Its Topography, 329.

Barrinston, George, first Royal Governor of North Carolina, in
1730; 562.

Barrinaton. Major. Aid de-Camp to Prescott, captured near
Newport in 1777. 77.

Barton, Colonel William. Biographical Sketch of, 75; Daring
Exploit in capturins Prescott, 76.

Basking Ridge, Noticedof 222.

Battiii. John, Biographical Sketch of, 827.

Battle nn the Allamance in 1771; Encampment of Tryon on
tiie Eno, 575; Waddel crosses the Yadkin—Desertion of his

Men— Pursued by Insurgents— Skirmish ensues—Several
captured—Escapes himself to Salisbury—Tryon presses for-
ward toward the Allamance—Receives Proposals of Accom-
modation from Regulators—Approaches their Camp—Orders
them to Disperse — Thompson detained and Shot—Tyron
returns Flag of Truce— Retaliated by Regulators—Deadly
Conflict ensues—Tryon sends second Flag of Truce—The
Bearer falls—Conllict renewed— Regulators Retreat, 576;
Killed and Wounded, 577.

Battle of Bladensburg in 1814, 405.

Battle of Blue Licks in 1782—Clarke joined by Boone, Trigg,
and Todd, at Bryant's Station—Proceed toward Lower Blue
Licks— Kentuckians hold Council ofWar—Pursuit of the En-
emy,fall into Ambuscade—Death of young Boone—Kentuck-
ians retreat across the Stream—Pursued by Savages, with
great Loss, 501.

Battle of Brandywine in 1777, 291 ; Landing of British from the
Chesapeake, at the Head of Elk—Washington prepares to
meet them — His March from Philadelphia— Establishes
Head-quarters near Wilmington. 375; Reconnoiters at Head
of Elk—Encami)ment on Red Clay Neck— Proclamation of
Howe—Advance of his Forces toward the Brandvwine
Skirmishes ensue—Americans take Prisoners—Patriots re-

treat across the Brandywine, 376; Approach of British to the
Brandywine—Plan of Battle, 377 ; Position of American Army
on the Brandy wine, 378 ; More Skirmishing—Engagement
near Chad's Ford. 379 : Sullivan deceived by conflicting Intel-

ligence—Suspense of Washington—Passage of the Brandy-
wine by British—Forming of American Lines for Battle near
Birmingham Meeting-house— Conduct of Deborre— Com-
mencement of the Battle—Attack liy British—General Action
ensues—Americans maintain their Position—Great Carnage
—Courage and Skill of Militia—Overwlielming Numbers of
the British—Flight of Deborre and Sullivan to Chad's Ford

—

Conway maintains his Ground, 381 : Return of Sullivan with
Stirling and La Fayette—Hot Contest ensues—Two of Sulli-

van's Aids killed— La Fayette wounded—Americans compel-
led to retreat—Relieved by Greene. 382; British checked by
Greene—Knyphausen prepares to cross the Brandywine, .383

;

Bravery of Wayne—Americans retreat to Philadelphia—Re-
sult of Battle. 384.

Battle at Brewton's Hill, near Savannah, 7,32.

Battle on Biier Creek in 1779— Preparation for Action—British
approach American Pickets—Elbert and Perkins fire upon
British—Confusion of Patriots—Georgians gallantly maintain
their Ground, 713; Loss, 714.

Battle near Brooklyn, Long Island, in 1776—March of British
toward Brooklyn, 807 ; Skirmish between Grant and StirMng
—Storming of Flatbush Redoubt—Descent of Clinton—Sur-
render of Americans, 809; Conflict between Stirling and
Cornwallis— Atlee made Prisoner—Defeat and Capture of
Stirling—Loss, 810; Capture, Treatment, and Death ofWood-
hull—Preparations to besiege Works at Brooklyn, 811 ; Sit-

uatian of the two Armies—Washington holds Council ofWar—Retreat of Americans to New York, 812.

Battle near Camden, South Carolina, in 1780— Cornwallis
marches to meet Gates, 671 ; Both Parties surprised—Skir-
mish ensues—Gates calls Council of War—Preparations for
Battle—Desperate Conflict—Virginia Troops, panic-stricken,
flee in confusion—De Kalb and Gist maintain their Ground

—

British driven across Sanders's Creek—Renewal of Battle

—

Victory uncertain—Terrible Slaughter—Patriots defeated
Death ofDe Kalb, 673; Flight ofAmericans—Loss and wound-
ed, 674.

Battle at Cowan's Ford in 1781 — Approach of Cornwallis's
Army—Davidson conceals his Men near the Ford—British
attacked by Americans while crossing the Stream. .598; Re-
turn the Fire on reaching the Shore— Colonel Hall killed
Davidson killed on first Approach, 599 ; Americans disperse
—Loss, 600.

Battle of the Cowpens in 1781—Material of the Army under
Morgan, 637 ; Defeat of Tories by Colonel Washington—Pur-
suit "of Morgan by Tarleton, 638; Disposition of the Ameri-
can Army, 639; Morgan prepared to fight— Addresses his
Troops—The Attack—Tarletun's Charge. 640; Bold Maneu-
ver of Howard—Americans victorious, 641 ; Retreat of the
British—Encounter between Colonels Washington and Tarle-
ton—Result of the Battle, 642.

Battle at Eutaw .Springs in 1781—Arrangement of Americans
for Action, 70i) ; Arrangement of the British—Skirmishes-
Commencement of the Battle. 701

; Bayonet Charge by Will
iams—Death of Campbell and Duval— Defeat and Capture
of Colonel Wafhington- Retreat of the British, 702 ; Folly
of the Americans—Bravery of Let's Legion— Contest at the
Citadel—Retreat of Greene, 703; Loss—Retreat of .Stuart
Attacked by Marion and Lee, 704 ; Retirement of Americans
to the Santee Hills, 705.

Battle at Fish Dam Ford and Blackstock's Plantation in 1780-
Attack upon Wemyss, 651 ; His Defeat—Sumter pursued by
Tarleton, 652; Flight of Tarleton — Sumter wounded—His .

Retreat. 653.

Battle at Fishing Creek, between Sumter and British, and De-
feat of former, 660.

Battle at Fort Duquesne in 1755— Braddock passes the Mon
ongahcla. 477 ; Alarm of French—(Conflict ensues—Confu
sion of both Parties—Washington adopts provincial Mode
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of Fightin::—Awful Carnage—Braddock killed, 478; Utter
Defeat of British—Loss and wounded, 479.

Hattle at Fort Diiquesne in 1758—Boquet exceeds his Instruc-
tions— Grant's attempt to capture Fort Duquesne— Re-
treats, with great Loss—French pursue and attack Boquet's
Camp—Battle ensues, with Loss of British—French burn Fort
Duquesne, and escape down the Ohio, 480.

Kattle at Fort Necessity in 1754—Washington strengthens his

Position at Fort Necessity — Places his Men outside the

Trenches on approach of French—Orders his Men to reserve
their Fire—Trenches Hooded by Rain— Desultory Fire ail

Day by both Parties—Washington capitulates, 476 ; The Loss,
477.

/Sattle at Fort Washington, New York, in 1776—Howe orders
Magaw to surrender Fort Washington — Refused— British

commence Cannonade, 825 ; Disposition of the Garrison

—

Plan of Attack—Knyphauseii's Assault, 826 ; Attack of Stir-

ling and Percy—Surrender of Magaw—Loss, 827.

Battle of Germantown in 1777—Maneuvers of the two Armies
on the Schuylkill—Washington's Plan of attacking German-
town—Calls Council of Officers, 315 ; Americans approach
the Village—Sullivan attacks British Pickets at Mount Airy
—Enemy retreat—Engagement ensues near the Schuylkill

—

Enemy retreat to Chew's stone House, SK!; Discharge of

Musketry upon Americans from within—Lieutenant Smith
sent with Flag, demanding Surrender—Shot by British —
Chew's House attempted to be tired—The Incendiary shot
—Approach of General Greene—Severe Conflict ensues, .317

;

Colonel Mathews surrenders— Americans deceived—Aban-
don the Field— Loss, and Names of Officers killed, 318.

Battle at Great Bridge, near Norfolk, in 1775—Dunmore con-
structs Batteries and Intrenchnients at Norfolk—Arms To-
ries and Blacks—Virginians fortify western End of Cause-
way—Attack of Fordyce—Repulsed by Patriots—Attack of
Negroes and Tories, under Leslie, at Great Bridge—Assail-

ants driven off in Confusion to Norfolk Side, 535 ; The killed

and wounded, 53fi.

Battle near Guilford Court House in 1781— Greene invites

CornwalHs to Battle, 606; Approach of Tarleton's Troops

—

Action ensues near New Garden Meetinghouse—Tarleton
retreats to the main Army—Lee orders general Retreat

—

Greene prepares for Battle, 607 ; Disposition of his Forces,
608 ; Approach of Cornwallis—General Engagement—Flight

of the Carolinians—Bravery of Virginians and Marylanders,
609 ; Retreat of Marylanders—Colonel Washington puts Brit-

ish to flight—Colonel Stuart slain—O'Hara wounded—Brit-

ish victorious, 610 ; Retreat of Americans—Loss, 611.

Battle attiwyn's Island in 1776—Landing of Enemy—Intrench-

ments—Lewis erects Batteries opposite Enemy's Camp

—

Gives Signal of Attack, 537 ; Discharges successive Shots
into the Viinmore—Boatswain killed—Lord Dunmore wound-
ed—Attack on Enemy's Fleet and Works—Ships attempt to

escape— Colonel M'Clenahan crosses to the Island—British

flee to Ships, leaving their killed and wounded—Loss of Brit-

ish, 538.

Battle at Hanging Rock in 1780— Attack upon British— Ap-
proach of Sumter—Tories disperse, 662 ; Patriots victorious
—M'Clure killed—Sumter's Retreat— Loss, 663.

Battle on Harlem Plains in 1776—Americans encamp on Har-
lem Heights—Battle on Harkm Plains—Death of Knowlton
and Leitch, 818; Loss—Departure of British for West Ches-
ter, 819.

Battle on the Haw in 1781—Americans cross the Haw—Lee
determines to surprise the Enemy—Pursues them to Planta-

tion of O'Neil—Captures two of 'tarleton's Officers—Resorts
to Stratagem, 592; Surprises the Enemy— Colonel Pyle, the
Commander, wounded, and escapes—The killed and wound-
ed, 593.

Battle on Hobkirk's Hill in 1781—Rawdon prepares to attack
Greene, 678; Disposition of the two Armies—Skirmish—Se-
vere Conflict ensues—Yielding of Maryland Troops, 679

;

Greene retreats—Colonel Washington's Charge upon Pursu-
ers—Loss and wounded, 680.

Battle near Jamestown Ford in 1781—Cornwallis resorts to

Stratagem—La Fayette marches from Green Spring to Brit-

ish Outposts—Directs Wayne to malie attack, to be followed
by M'Pherson, 466; Halts, after crossing Morass— Steuben
remains at Green Spring—Attack on Outposts—Sanguinary
Battle, 467 ; Americans retreat to Point near Jamestown

—

Cornwallis proceeds to Portsmouth—Number of killed and
wounded, 468.

Battle of the Kegs, at Philadelphia, in 1777, Hopkin.son's Face-
tious Poem on, 310.

Battle at King's Mountain in 1780—March to the Cowpens, 6.32

;

Pursuit of Ferguson—The Battle, 633 ; Surrender of the Brit-

ish and Tories—Loss—Death of Ferguson, 634 ; Execution
of Tories—Character of the Battle, 635.

{attle of Minisink in 1779—Brant, with Tories and Indians, at-

tack the Village—The Inhabitants fly to the Mountain.?—De-
struction of the .Settlement—Doctor Tusten raises Volunteers
—Holds Council of War, 101 ; Proceeds to Half-way Brook
—Sends out Scouts—Skirmishes ensue-Bloody Conflict

—

Tusten and most of his Mm slain, 102; Brant's Defense

—

Ettect of the Massacre—Major Wood saved by masonic Sign
—Interment and Names of the slain— Monument to their

Memory, 103.

Battle of Monmouth in 1778—Clinton evacuates Philadelphia
—Proceeds to Mount Holly—Pursued by Americans, 353

;

Opposition of Lee—Washington determines to light—Brit-

ish Encampment at Monmouth, 354 ; Enemy move toward
Sandy Hook — Lee ordered to attack, 355 ; Approach of
American advanced Corps—Preparations for Battle — Plan
of Action, 356; British attacked by Wayne— Latter checked
by Lee—Strange Conduct of Lee toward La Fayette, 357

;

Leo's Orders misunderstood — Retreat of Scott and Max-
well's Brigades—General retreat ordered by Lee, 358 ; For-
ward Movement of Washington's Division—He meets Lee-
Harsh Words ensue, 359; Pursuing British checked—Cour
age and Skill of Washington, 360 ; Fierceness of Battle—Pic-
ture by Custis—Bravery of Captain Molly, 361 ; Gallant Con-
duct of Lee—Forming of the second Line—View of Battle-

ground, 362; Advance of Royal Grenadiers under Monckton
—Death of Monckton—Close of Battle, 363 ; Retreat of Clin-
ton toward Sandy Hook—Character of Battle—Loss, 364

;

Sufl'erings of Soldiers—Names of Officers slain—Spoils, 365.
Battle at Moore's Creek Bridge in 1776—M'Donald pursued to-

ward Moore's Creek, 585; Peril of Highlanders—Prepara
tions for Battle—Patriots cast up Breast-work near Moore's
Creek Bridge, 5S7 ; Approach of Highlanders—Conflict en-
sues—M'Leod killed—Campbell mortally wounded—High-
landers routed, dispersed, or made Prisoners — The killed
and wounded, 588.

Battle at Musgrove's Mill in 1780—Collection of the Tories-
Stratagem of Williams—Conflict—Colonel Innis wounded

—

Major Eraser killed, 560; Loss and wounded, 651.

Battle, Naval, ofl' Newport, in 1778, between Howe and D'Es-
taing, 81 ; in the Savannah in 1779, 734.

Battle, Naval, off Newport, in 1775—American Galleys arrive
from Providence, commanded by Captains Elliot and Grimes—Admiral Wallace leaves the Harbor, with his Fleet—Arriv-
al of British Ship of War Glasgoii'—Repulsed from the Bat-
tery at Brenton's Point—Puts to Sea, 72; Arrival of British
Ships of War, Scarborough and Scymelar, with American
Prizes, at Rose Island—Americans attempt to rescue Prizes—Attack the &-ar6u?-0(/^A—Captain (irimes recovers a Prize
—The Scarborough and a Schooner attempt to recapture

—

Arrested in their Progress by Land Batteries — Schooner
captured and sent to Providence — The Scarborough and
Scijmeiar put to Sea—Terribly battered from Brenton's Point
and Castle Hill. 73.

Battle, Naval, in the Thames, in 1781—Appearance of British
Fleet at Mouth of River, 42; Landing of Enemy— March
toward New London—Destruction of the Town and other
Property, 43 ; Infamy of Arnold—Attack on Fort Griswold
—Its Defense and Capture—Murder of Colonel Ledyard, 44;
Cruelties at Fort fJriswold—Miss Ledyard mitigates sufl'er-

ing of Prisoners—Departure of Enemy, 45.

Battle, Naval, between Howe and Mugford, in 1776, 15.

Battle, Naval, in Chesapeake Bay, between British and French
Fleets, in 1781, 436, 512, 540.

Battle, Naval, at Charleston, in 1706, 745 ; in 1776, 754.
Battle of North Point and Fort M'Henry, near Baltimore, in 1814,
388 ; Names of Officers and Privates slain—Monument erect-
ed to their Memory, 389.

Battle on Pequot Hill in 1637— Landing of Captain Mason-
March toward the Mystic— Joined by Miantonomoh's Men,
47; Destroy the Fort—Terrible massacre of Men, Women
and Children—Departure of English for Saybrook—Arrival
of Settlers from Massachusetts — Pequots flee to Sasco
Swamp—Pursued by Settlers— Destruction of Corn fields,

Men, Women and Children— Sassacus escapes to the Mo-
hawks— Pequots surrender, disperse, and become extinct,
48.

Battle near Petersburg in 1781—Arnold proceeds to Osborne's
to destroy American Flotilla and Stores—Whole Fleet and
Stores captured or destroyed, 545.

Battle at Point Pleasant in 1774—Lewis attacked by Cornstalk,
487 ; Colonels Clark, Lewis and Hugh Allen mortally wound-
ed—British Line gives way—Right Line of Indians attacked
by Fleming and Field— Driven "back—Cornstalk cheers his

Men—Battle continues unabated ; Indians retreat at Night—
The killed and wounded, 488.

Battle of Princeton in 1777—Approach of Cornwallis toward
Trenton—Battles at Trenton Bridge and the Ford— Ameri-
cans in Peril, 233 ; Cornwallis outgeneraled—March ofAmer
icans toward Princeton— British discover their Approach
234 ; First Skirmish near Princeton— Effect of British Bay-
onets— Dispersion of the Americans — Washington on the
Field, 235; Mercer mortally wounded— His Bravery, 236
Loss of Americans—Death of Mercer—Skirmish near Nas-
sau Hall, in Princeton, 237; Destruction of the Kind's Por-
trait in Nassau Hall—British taken Prisoners— Skirmish at

Worth's Mills, 238 ; Disappointment of Enemy—Their Loss—Washinaton's Pursuit— DescriiJtion of his bringing Mili-

tia and Riflemen into Action— Fatigue of Americans, 239.
Capture of British Baggage-wagons—Evacuation of New Jer
sey by British, 240.

Battle on Poit Royal Island in 1779, 759.
Battle on Quaker Hill in 1778—Encampment of the Americans
on Butts's Hill—Hold Council of War—The Enemy allowed
to collect on Quaker and Turkey Hill—British open Canon-
ade— Returned by Americans—Skirmishes ensue—Arrivd
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of British Vessels of War—Furious Engagement—Cessation
of tlie Battle— Skii-mishes- The killed and wounded, 83 ;

Rhode Island evacuated by the Americans, 84.

Battle at Quimby's Creek Bridge in 1761, 773 ; Loss, 774.

Battle at Ramsours Mills in 1780—The killed and wounded,
597.

Battle at Red Bank in 1777—.Arrival of British Fleet in the Del-

aware, -291 ; Removal of American Obstructions in River

—

Capture of BilUnssport, 292; Storming of Fort Mercer-
Bravery of Colonel Greene, 293 ; Repulse of Hessians—Count

DoDop mortally wounded, 294 ; Attack on Fort Mifflin—En-

emy kept at bay by American Batteries and Galleys—Brav-

ery and Viijilance of Colonel Smith— Destruction of British

Vessels, 295; Successful Defense of the Fort—Preparations
for another attack by British, 27ti ; ^Storming of the Fort by

Bombs and Shot—Narrow Kscape ot Colonel Smith— De-

struction of American Battery, 297 ; Gallant Defense of the

Fortress— Destructive ellect of Cannons and Bombs, 298
;

Captain Talbot wounded—Americans set tire to Barracks-
Evacuate the Fort—Escape to Red Bank—Fort Mercer aban-

doned by Americans—American Fleet attempt to escape

—

Vessels burned by their Crews—Defenses on the Delaware
scattered to the Winds, 299.

Battle at Rocky Mount—Iluck sent out against Patriots—De-

stroys Hill's Iron-works-Burns Dwellings at Fishing Creek
Church—Murders young Man on way to Church—Returns
to Rocky Mount—Approach of Neil, Bratton, and M-Clure-
Their attack on Huck—Fierce Conflict ensues—Huck and

Ferguson killed—Tories dispersed— Sumter proceeds to

Scene ot Action, 659 ; Attacks British—Unsuccessful—With-
draws—The knled and wounded, 6U0.

Battle at Shantock Point, between Mohegans and Narragansets

—Uncas pursues Miantouomoh—Captures and treats him
with Kindness, 28; Sends him to Hartford— Liberated by
Commissioners of riie Colonies. 29.

Battle at Spencer's Ordinary in 1781—Simcoe marches to

Chickahominy to destroy American Stores and collect Cattle

—Intercepted by M'Pherson, at Spencer's Ordinary, on his

return—Engagement—M'Pherson thrown from his Horse

and severely hurt —Stratagem of Simcoe, 464; Joined by
Cornwallis—Drawn Battle—The Loss—Cornet Jones buried

with Honors of War—March of Cornwallis for Jamestown
Island, 465.

Battle at Stono Ferry in 1779—Defeat of the Enemy—Their Re-

treat—Loss, 761.

Battle at Trenton in 1776—American Army crosses Delaware
on Christmas night, and silently proceeds to Trenton—Skirm-

ish, 227 ; Attack on the British— Rail mortally wounded—
Capture of Hessians, 228; Victory of Americans—Washing-
ton visits dying Rail—Parole of Honor signed by Hessian

Officers, 229 ; Rail's fatal Carousal, 230 : Retreat of British

from Bordentown to Princeton—Their Line of Posts broken

up—Good eft'ect of Victory at Trenton. 231.

Battle atWateree P'ord, betvveen Sumter and Bi-itish, 660.

Battle near the Waxhaw, between Butbrd and Tarleton, in

1780, 664.

Battle at White Plains in 1776—Position of the two Armies-
British move toward the Village—Attempt to cross the Bronx

—Repulsed by Hamilton—Co'ntlict on Chattertnii's Hill. 822;

Retreat of Americans—Loss—Withdrawal to North Castle,

823
Battle-ground at Quaker Hill, 89 ; Minisink. 102 ;

Trenton, 228;

Princeton, 236, 241 ; Germantown. 314. 316 ; Barren Hill. 329

;

Quintm's Bridge, 344 ; Hancock's Bridge, 345 ;
Monmouth,

356, 362, 365; Brandy wine. 377. 378, 386; Richmond. 435;

Spencer's Ordinary in 1781. 464; Fort Duqu.sne. where

Braddock fell, 478 ; At Pickaway Plains in 1774. 488 ; Of Siege

of Yorktown in 1781. 515, 518 ; Near Petersburg in 1781.544,

545 ; Regulator on the AUamance in 1771. 577, 594 ; Of the

Haw in 1781. 593; Near Guilford Court House in 1781. 608,

611; Near King's Mountain, 629; At the Cowpcns in 1780,

638 ; Rockv Mount, 658 ; Near Camden, 672 ;
Hobkirk's Hill,

676, 679 ; The Siege of Ninety-six. 691 ; Siege of Savannah in

1779, 736 : Siege of Charleston in 1780, 765 ; Long Island, 809

;

White Plains, 822.

Bauman, Major, at Siege of YorktowTi in 1781 —Reports of

Condition of Artillery at West Point—Ex-postmaster in the

City of New York, 516.

Baylor, Colonel, Massacre of his Corp? at Old Tappan, 196.

Beatty, Captain, at Battle of Cowpens in 1781, 639.

Belcher, Governor, presents College of New Jersey with I/i-

brary, 243.

Bell, Liberty, in State House, Philadelphia—Its History—Car-

ried to Place of Safety from British in 1777, -272.

Benson, Lieutenant,'- wounded at Siege of Fort Ninety-six in

1781, 694.
^ ,,^

Berkeley, Sir Wilham, Notice of, 446, 559; Succeeds Wyatt as

Governor of Virginia in 1641—Biographical Sketch of. 4;)9

;

Flees to Virginia on Death of Charles I.—Proclaims Charles

II. King of Virginia—Elected Governor of Virginia in 1659,

460; Refuses Virginians Privilege of protecting themselves

—Proclaims Bacon a Traitor—Orders Troops to pursue and

arrest him— Recalls them to quell Rebellion—Compelled to

yield— Promises to sign Bacon's Commission— Publishes

Proclamation reversing former Proceedings — Calls upon

Aristocracy to join him — Driven from Jamestown to the

Chesapeake, 461 ; Retunis to Middle Plantation on Death of

Bacon —Wreaks Vengeance upon Insurgents — Rules with

iron Hand—Recalled to England—Dies, 462.

Beverly Dock, Notice of, 140, 161.

Bethlehem, Moravian Establishment at. Notice of—The Recip-

ient of La Fayette while recovering from Wounds in 1778,

382, 391.

Billingsport, Capture of, by British in 1777, 292.

Bills, drawn on Franklin and Jay by Government in 1780, 87;

Proposed conciUatory Passage of Lord North's relative to

Disorders in America, 346 ; Rejected by Americans, 349.

Biographical Sketch of Major John Armsti-ong, 106 ; General

Benedict Arnold, 142; James Robertson Arnold, 158; Major

John Andre, 197 ; Reverend James F. Armstrong, 246 ; Gen-

eral John Armstrong, 315 ; General James Agnew, 318
;

Chai-les Armand (Marquis de la Rouarie), 466 ; Abraham
Alexander—Ehjah Alexander. 617 ; General John Ashe. 714 ;

WilUam Alexander (Earl of Stirling), 807 ; Colonel Wilham
Barton, 75 ; Major Robert Burnet, 118 ; William Bradford,

258 ; Colonel Theodoric Bland, 380 ; Governor William Berke-

ley, 459; Nathaniel Bacon, 461 ; Norborne Berkeley (Baron

de Botetourt), 469 ; General Henry Boquet, 847 ; Colonel

Daniel Boone, 491 ; Dr. Ephraim Brevard, 618; Governor
Thomas Burke, 777; John Battin, 827; Governor Nicholas

Cooke. 57 ; Captain Benjamin Church, 95 ; General James
Chnton, 112; Enoch Crosby (Harvey Birch), 123; General

John Cadwallader, 226; Dr. Craik, 241; Benjamin Chew,
314 ; Colonel Cresap, 490 ; Colonel George R. Clarke, 493 ;

Lord Cornwallis, 510 ; Marquis De Chastellux.513 ; Count De
Custine, 517 ; Anthony A. Cooper (Earl of Shaftesbury). 560

;

Governor Richard Caswell, 585 ; Colonel Edward Carrington,

604 ; Colonel William Campbell, 632 ; Robert Cunningham,

649 ; Colonel Cruger, 690 ; Captain John Coffin, 699 ; Lord
William Campbell" 750; Sir Henry Clinton, 762 ; Dr. Cadwal-

lader Colden, 786 ; General George Clinton, 838 ;
Lieutenant-

colonel De Fleury, 181 ; General Dickinson, 220; Pveverend

Mr. Duch6, 268 ; Count De Grasse, 511 ; Count Mathieu Du-

mas, 520 ; Lord Dunmore, 538 ; General William Davidson,

599 ; William H. Drayton, 649 ; Baron De Kalb. 667 ;
Colonel

John Dooly, 712; General Oliver Delaucey, 829; Martha

Dandridge (Mrs. Washington), 840; Count D'Estaing, 78;

Reverend John Eliot, 91 ; General James Ewing, 229; (ien-

eral Samuel Elbert, 711; Mrs. Faugeres, 130 ; Governor Will-

iam Franldin, 217 ; Colonel Frederic Frelinghiiysen, 219 ; Col-

onel Joshua Fry, 475 ; General John Forbes, 479 ; Edmund
Fanning, 574 ; Major Patrick Ferguson. 634 ; Daniel Gookin,

92 ; Joseph Galloway. 269 ; Colonel Christopher Greene, 294 ;

Colonel William Grayson, 355 ; General John Gibson, 490

;

General Nathaniel Greene, 595 ; Captain Joseph Graham,
598 ; George Graham. 626 ; General Horatio Gates, 669 ;

General Mordecai Gist, 671 ; Governor Christopher Gads-

den, 748 ; Stephen Hopkins (see Biography of Signers of

Declaration of Independence, Supplement) ; Benjamin Hunt-

ington, 32 ; General Jabez Huntington, 39 ; Governor Rich-

ard Howell. 245 ; Colonel Moses Hazen, 380 ; Patrick Henry,

439; John Holt, 534; Cornelius Harnett, 582; Colonel John

E. Howard. 639 ; Colonel Joseph Habersham, 726 ; General

Robert Howe. 729 : Colonel Isaac Hayne, 774 ;
Richard Earl

Howe, 814 ; General William Heath, 820 ; Reverend David

Jones, 371; Samuel Jenkins, 421; John Harvey, 579; Gov-

ernor James Jackson, 739; Usual Knapp, 119; Simon Ken-

ton, 494; Ruloft' de Kype, 803; General Henry Knox, 838;

Duke De Lauzun, 34 ; Colonel Henry Livingston, 152; John
Laurance, 197 ; General Charles Lee, 221 ; James Logan, 313;

Genera! La Fayette, 324; Colonel Fielding Lewis, 427; Lo-

gan, 490; Gene'ral Andrew Lewis, 537; John Locke, 560;

General John Alexander Lillington, 585 ; General Benjamin
Lincoln. 733 ; John Laurens, 778 ; Jacob Ltisler. 785 : Col-

onel John Lamb, 791; General Alexander M-Dougall, 172;

Robert Morris (see Biography of Signers of Dechiration of

Independence. Supplement) ; General Mercer. 2.37 : Dr. Mor-

gan, 240 ; General William Maxwell, 358 ; Captain Molly, 361

;

General John P. G. Muhlenberg, 383; Governor Josiah Mar-

tin, 588 ; General Daniel Morgan. 6.37 ; Captain John M'l lure,

663: General Francis Marion, 683 ; Mrs. Jacob Motte (Rebec-

ca Brewton). 685 ; Colonel Hezekiah Maham, 707 ;
General

Lachhn M'lntosh, 728; General William Moultrie, 751 ; Gen-

eral Thomas Mifflin, 841 ; General Francis Nash. 320; Gen-

eral W. North, 342 ; Governor Thomas Nelson, .508 ;
Govern-

or Abner Nash. 675 ; Colonel Aaron Ogden, 200 ;
Colonel

Eleazer Oswald, 3.57 ; General James Oglethorpe, 721 :
Gen-

eral Samuel H. Parsons, 174; William Penn, 253; General

Enoch Pqor. .328; William Pitt, 348; Charles Pratt (Eari of

Camden), 400 ; Charies W. Peale, 409 ; General Wilham Phil-

lips, 546 ; Colonel Thomas Polk. 624; Colonel William Polk,

700; General Andrew Pickens, 717; Count Casimir Pulaski,

735 ; General Thomas Pinckney, 758 ;
General Charles C.

Pinckney. 963 ; General Israel Putnam. 805 ; Dr. David Rlt

tenhouse, 243 ; Peyton Randolph, 266; Mrs. Esther Reed,

312; James Rees, 313; General Joseph Reed, 351 ;
Sir Wal-

ter Raleigh, 451 ; Count De Rochamlieau. 527 ;
General Ruth-

erford, 597; Colonel Richard Richardson, 6.'iO
;
Lord Francis

Rawdon, 677 ; Governor John Reynolds, 723 ; Judge ,lohn

Rutlege, 752; James Rivington, 796: Thomas Short, 50; Han-

nah Sabine, 57 ; General Joseph Spencer, 80 ; Beveriy Rob-

inson. 140, 481 ; Joshua H. Smith, 184 ;
Claudius Smith. 210;

Dr. Shippen, 241 ; Richard Stockton (see Biography of Sign-

ers of Declaration of Independence, Supplement) ;
Colonel
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Samuel Smith, 295 ; General Adam Stephen, 320 ; Baron
Steuben, 342; General Charles Scott, 353 : Captain John
Smith, 453; Colonel Alexander Scammell, 515; Colonel Kb-
enezer Stevens, 516; General Edward Stevens, 535, 536 ; Col-
onel Isaac Shelby, 631 ; Colonel John Sevier, 633; Johu Stu-
art, 647 ; General Thomas Sumter, 651 ; General William
Smalhvood, 673 ; General Jethro Sumner, 697 ; Governor Pe-
trus Stuyvesant, 784; Colonel Micah Smith, 791 ; Captain
Isaac Sears— Bishop Samuel Seabury, 797 ; General John
Morin Scott, 805 ; Major Thompson (Count Rumford), 23 ;

Jonathan Trumlmll, 33; Charles Thomson, 266; Reverend
WilUani Tennant—Reverend Gilbert Tunnant, 365; Govern-
or William 'J'ryon, 567 ; General Banastro Tarleton, 607 ; Col-
onel William Thompson, 650; Major Benjamin Tallraadge,
833 ; Colonel Richard Varick, 157; General Philip van Cort-
landt, 170; General James Varnum. 292; William Williams
(see Biography of Signers of Declaration of Independence,
Supplement) ; General Joseph Williams, 40; Reverend Roger
Williams, 55

; Governor Joseph Wanton, (!0 ; David Will-

iams, 205; Captain White Eyes, 250; Baron De Woedtke,
32S> ; General George Weedon, 382 ; General Woodford, 363

;

Washington Family, 423 ; Ensign Robert Wilson. 524 ; Gen-
eral Otho H. Williams, 602; Colonel James Williams, 632

;

Major Joseph Winston, 633; Colonel William Augustus Wash-
ington, 641 ; William Winn. 6o8 ; General Nathaniel Wood-
hull. 8U ; Elizabeth Zane, 498.

Bill, Boston Port, Effect of, on Colonies. 486.

Bills of Credit, issued at New, York in 1769. 791.

Bills, Parliamentary, prohibiting Intercourse and Trade with
the Colonies till they should submit—Placing the Country un-
der JMartial Law, 20.

3irch, Harvey, Identity of, authenticated as Enoch Crosby, 122,

123.

Bird, Colonel, killed at Battle of Gcrmantown in 1777, 318.

Birdsall, Daniel. Notice of. 169.

Blackstone, William, tirst White Settler of Rhode Island, 54.

Blackstone, Nathaniel, Governor of Maryland, 399.

Bladensburg, Maryland, Battle of, in 1814—Noted for Duelling,

405.

Blake, Joseph, Governor of South Carolina, 562.

Bland, Colonel Thcodoric, at Jones's Ford in 1777—Biograph-
ical Sketch of. 380; Superintends March of Bnrgoyne's cap-

tive Troops to Charlottesville in 1778, 551 ; His Kindness and
Hospitality, 552.

Blandford. Virginia, early History of—Its ancient Church, 542.

Bleecker, Mrs., Quotation from. 131.

Boyd, John, killed at Battle of King's Mountain in 1780, 634.

BoiUnir, Colonel, Notice of 542.

Boiling. Mrs., furnishes Head-quarters to Phillips and Arnold at

Peter>luirg in 1781—Noticed by Cliastellux, 544; A Descend-
ant of Pocahontas, 545.

Bombardment of Boston in 1776, 9; Of Bristol, Rhode Island,

in 1775, 72 : Of Fort La Fayette in 1779, 180 ; Of Fort M'Hen-
ry, near Baltimore, in 1814. 388; Of Norfolk in 1775, .537; Of
Yorktuwn in 1781, 517 ; Of Governor Nelson's Mansion, 521

;

Of Savannah in 1779, 737 ; Of Charleston in 1780, 766.

Bonaparte, Joseph, Residence at liordentown, 220.

Boudinot, Elias, Quotation from, :i67. i

Bonner, Colomd. killed at Battle of Monmouth, 365.
|

Boone, Colonel Daniel, Biographical Sketch of—Capture and '

Massacre of his Family by Indians, 491, 492. I

Boote, Benjamin, inimical to Patriot Cause, 621.
j

Boquet, General Henry, in Battle at Fort Duquesne in 1758,

480: Besieges Detroit in 1774—(-"ompels Indians to agree to

Treaty—Biographical Sketch of 487.
j

Bordentown. Notice of, 219; Revolutionary Events of, 220. j

Bose, Colonel, at Battle of Guilford in 1781, 609.
-^

Boston, Siege of in 1776. 9 ; Bombardment of 12 ; People of,

short of Provisions in 1774—Poor of, receive Provisions from
Norwich. 31 ; Hold Town Meeting relative to Declaration of
Independence in 1776. 275 : Contributes to Relief of SuH'er-
ers at Savannah in 1774. 72.5.

Botetourt. Baron de (Norborne Berkeley), Governor of Virginia
in 1768. 469, 473. 484 ; Biographical Sketch of, 469 ; His Char-
acter, 484 ; Death of, in 1774, 485.

Botta, Charles. Quotation from, 240.

Bourke, Betsny. Notice of, 584.

Bowen. William, taken Prisoner by Turks in 1724—Money
raised for his Ransom, 91.

Boyd, Captain, Vigilance of in relation to Andre, 186; In Ex-
pedition to Petersburg in 1781, 544.

Boyd, Toiy, in Georgia, 712.

Boyer (Pre-ident of Hayti), brought to Norwich as French Pris-

oner in 1797. 39.

Braddock. General E., arrives in Virginia, from Ireland, with
five hundred Men. in 1755—Commands Expedition to Fort
Duquesne. 477; Death of 478; Supposed to have been shot
by Faucett, one of his own Men, 479.

Bradford, Andrew, Notice of, 258.

Bradford, William, Proprietor of Pennsylvania Journal— Bio-

graphical Sketch of, 258 ; Publishes Journal in New York in

1726, 786.

Braiiierd, Quotation from, 98.

Brandywirie. Toiiography of Battleground and River, 377.

Brant, Joseph, at Buttle of Minisink in 1779, 102; His Defense
—Saves Major Wood, 103.

Bratton. Captain, in Battle at Rocky Mount in 1780, 659.
Bratton, Mrs. Martha, Fortitude of, 659.

Breakfast-room of Arnold at Robinson House, 158.
Brevard, Dr. Ephraim. reputed Author of Mecklenburg Decla-

ration of Independence and Constitution of Government—Bi-
ographical Sketch of 618.

Brewster, Anna, dwarf Maiden at New Windsor— Declines
visiting Lady Washington— Acrostic on, 113.

Bridge over Sleepy Holfow Creek, 191 ; At M'tJonkey's Ferry,
221 ; Above Trenton, 2.33 ; At Worth's Mill, 234 ; Over Stony
Brook in 1777, cut away by Kelly, 238 ; Quintan's Skirmish
at, in 1778, 344; Hancock's Massacre at, 345; Mayo's, over
James River, 438; Great, over Elizabeth River, above Nor-
folk, 533; Gee's. 555; Near Rugeley's Mill, South Carolina.
666 ; Quimby'a Creek, Battle at. in' 1781, 773 ; King's (New
York), Notice of, 794 ; King's, Battle of in 1777, 8vl9T

Bristol, Rhode Island, bombarded by Wallace in 1775, 72.

Broadwater, Captain Charles, Notice of, 421.

Bromfield, Major, left in command of Fort Griswold on Death
of Montgomery, 44.

Brooklyn, settled by Walloons in 1625; Birth of first white
Child, 783 : Topography and Fortifications, 806 ; Preparations
to besiege its Works, 811.

Brooks, James G., Quotation from, 216.

Brooks, Colonel. Notice of 549.

Brown, J. Carter. Notice ot, 58.

Brown, John, projects Plan for burning schooner Gaspce, 61.

Brown, General Jacob, erects Monument at West Point to the
Memory of Colonel Wood. 131.

Brown, Nicholas, founds Brown University, 59.

Brown, Colonel Thomas, sentenced to be tarred and feathered
in 1775. 710 ; His cruelty at Augusta, 714 ; At Savannah, 740.

Brown, Governor, of New Providence, exchanged as Prisoner
for Stirlinc, 814.

Brunswick, North Carolina, Notice of, 568.

Brush. Clean, Toiy. Notice of 11, 13.

Bryant, John G., Quotation from. 216.

Bryant. William Cullen. Quotations from, 59. 463. 684.
Bucklin, Thomas, discharges Musket at Duddington on board

the Gaspee, 62.

Buford. Colonel Abraham, Men of, massacred by Tarleton, 664.
Bugler Boy, Lee's, murdered by Miller. 603.

BuMit, Captain, in Battle at Fort Duquesne in 1758, 480 ; At Bat-
tle of Great Bridge, near Norfolk, in 1775, 534.

Bullock, John H., Notice of .5.56.

Bunker Hill, taken Possession of by Putnam in 1776, 14.

Burgesses, Virginia, House of. Session of, &c. See Assembly,
Virginia.

Burgoyne, General. Picture of his Captives—Leaves Boston
for England in 1777, 25, 551 ; His captured Army retained,
5.50.

Burke, Edmund, proposes conciliatory Bill in Parliament, ia

1775, to repeal Boston Port Bill—Not to tax America—Rec-
ommending general Amnesty, &c., 19; His Eloquence in
Parliament, denouncing measures of Government, in 1776,
22

Burke, Mr., Notice of. 429.

Burke. Governor Thomas, Abduction of- Biographical Sketch
of 777.

Burke, Judge -Edanus, attacks Constitution of Society of the
Cincinnati, 127.

Burletta, a Farce, "Boston Blockaded," 11.

Burnet, Major Robert, Recollections of, 109; Describes Tem-
ple near New Windsor—Biographical Sketch of, 118.

Burton, Colonel, wounded in Battle at Fort Duquesne in 1755,
479.

Burr, Colonel Aaron, Head-quarters of, near Suft'erns, in 1777,
214 ; His attack upon British Pickets, near Hackensack, 215.

Burwell, acting Governor of Virginia in 1750, 473.

Bushnell, Mr., Inventor of Torpedoes, 310, 814.

Bushnell, Richard, Quotation from, 30.

Butler, Colonel Percival, at Battle of Spencer's Ordinary in

1781, 464.

Butler, General, joins Greene at Ti-oublesome Creek in 1781,
606; At Battle of Guilford. 609.

Buttermilk Falls. Notice of 139.

Butts's Hdl, Notice of 83, 89.

Byrd, Colonel WilUam, Notice of, 432, 441, 452; In Expedition
against Fort Duquesne in 1758, 479; Against Kentucky Forts
in 1780. 500.

Byrd, Mrs., visited by De Chastellux, 441.

Byrd's Warehouse at Richmond, 432.

Byron, Admiral, sails for America with British Fleet in 1778, 78-

Byron, Lord, Quotation from, 492.

Cacey, James, Notice of 683.

Cadwalader, General John, in command of Pennsylvania Mi-
litia in 1776—Biographical Sketch of, 226.

Cahokia, Illinois, Notice of, 546.

Caldwell, Reverend Dr. David, Patriotism o"", 576.
Call, Major, in Battle of Spencer's Ordinary in 1781, 464 ; At

Battle near Jamestown, 466.

Calloway, Betsey and Frances, captured by Indians in 1775
492.

Calvert, Cecil (Lord Baltimore), inherits from his Father the
Charter of Cresceniia, which he named Maryland in 163:^
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395; His Policy, 396; His Toleration, 397 ; Death ol", iu 1C75;

Succee<Ii;ii by his son Charles, 399.

Calvert, Charles (Lord Baltimore), appointed Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Maryland in 166i!—Succeeds his Father, Lord Bal-

timore, in Title and Fortune, in IGIJ.T—Deprived of his polit-

ical Riffhts as Proprietor in 1691, 399.

Calvert, Leonard, arrives in Virginia in 1634—Forms Roman
Catholic Settlement on the Potomac—Determines to pre-

serve Peace within his Borders—Anecdote concerning his

Protestant Servants, 31)7; Appointed Governor of Maryland
in 1635.398.

divert, Philip, succeeds Fendall, as Governor of Maryland, in

1660, 399.

oalvert. Sir George (Lord Baltimore), receives Patent as Lord
Proprietor of A valon. in Newfoundland, in 1621—Returns to

England in 1625—Visits Virginia in 1628—Returns again to

England— Permitted to frame the Charter of Cresccnlia him-

self in 1032—Death of, 395.

Cambray, Chevalier de, French Engineer, superintends erec-

tion of Fort M'lntosh—Letter of Instruction to Captain Som-
merville, 500.

Camden, Earl of (Charles Pratt), biographical Sketch of, 400.

Camden, South Carolina, Notice of, 678; Evacuated by British

in 1781—Destruction of Property—Fall of British Posts, 681.

Camp, Mrs., Notice of, 643.

Campbell, Charles, Notice of, 543.

Campbell, Colonel, killed at Siege of Forts Clinton and Mont-

gomery in 1777, 168.

Campbell, Colonel William, in Southern Campaign in 1780. 631

;

Biographical Sketch of 632; At Battle of King's Mountain,

633 ; At Siege of Fort Ninety-six in 1781, 693.

Campbell, Lieutenant, made Prisoner, 16.

Campbell, Lord William, biographical Sketch of, 750 ; Expul-

sion from Sullivan's Island" in 1775, 751 ; Wounded at Siege

of Fort Sullivan in 1776, 756.

Campbell, Major, made Prisoner at Siege of Yorktown in 1781,

519 ; In Southern Campaign under Greene, 602, 605 ; At Bat-

tle of Guilford in 1781, 609.

Camp-ground, Washington's, at New Windsor, 117.

Canada, proposed Invasion of, in 1777, under La Fayette, 339.

Cannon manufactured in America prior to Revolution, 18 ; Old,

at West Point. 132; Counterfeit, near Rugeley's Mill, 666.

Canonchet, Chief of Narragansets, 93 ; Taken Prisoner and put

to Death, 94.

Canonicus, grants Land to Roger Williams in 1636, 54.

Canoniout, Topography of, 80.

Cantonments of American Army iu 1780, 103.

Cape Fear River, Notice of, 559.

Capitol. United States, described-Burned by British in 1814—
Rebuilt in 1827, 405 ; Old, of Virginia, at Williamsburg, burn-

ed in 1746—Rebuilt, 470.

Capture of British Ship Hope by Mugford in 1776, 15; Gaspee,

62; Sloop Liliernj.'V; British Prize and Schooner in Narra-

ganset Bay in 1775, 73 ; General Prescott in 1777, 76 ;
Of Ca-

nonchet, 94 ;
KingPhilip—His Wife andSon,95; Galley Pi°--

ot,\>j Talbot, in 1778, 96; British Frigate Romulus, in Chesa-

peake Bay, in 1781, 436 ; Fort Grani.y. 688 ; Fort Galphin,

690 ; Georgetown, South Carolina, in 1780, 773.

Carey, Colonel, Notice of, 546.

Caricature of Pitt in 1776, 790.

Carlisle, Abraham, executed for Treason in 1778, 263.

Carolina, Origin of its Name— Early History of, 5.59, 561.

Carolinas. exempted by Congress from Requisition of Funds in

1780,87; Surrender Charters to the Crown—Organized as

two separate Provinces in 1729, .562 ; Uprising of, in 1776, 649.

Carpenters' Hall, Philadelphia, Place of first Session of Conti-

nental Congress in 1774, 263 ; Its Desecration—Description

of, 264.

Carr, Dabney, submits to House of Burgesses of Virginia Res-

olutions of Committee of Vigilance in 1773, 485.

Carrington, Colonel Edward, at Siege of Yorktown in 1781,

516; In Southern Campaign under Greene—Passage of the

Dan— Biographical Sketch of, 604; At Battle of Hobkirk's

Hill, 679.

Carroll, Charles, of Carrollton, advi.=es burning of Tea Ship

Peggy at Annapolis, in 1774, 401 ; Notice of, 402.

CJsrter, Charles, Notice of 427.

(_;arter. Colonel, Notice of, 551.

Carteret, Sir George, Notice of, .5.59.

Caruthers, Dr., Quotation from, 572.

Castle Garden, New York, Notice of, 788.

Caswell, Governor Richard. Notice of, .584 ; At Battle of Moore's

Creek Bridge in 1776—Biographical Sketch of— Letter to his

Son, 585.

Catawba Falls, Notice of. 657.

Catawba Indians, present Condition of, 6.55.

Cathmaid, George, receives Grant of Land for forming Settle-

ment in 1 l)(i3, 559.

Catholics, Roman, Colony of, settle in Maryland in 16,34. 397

;

Excluded from Assembly of Maryland in 16.54— Seize Pro-

vincial Records in 1655—Civil War ensues, 398 ; Coalesce

with Indians against Protestants in 1688—Surrender Powers
of Government by Capitulation, 399 ; Not allowed in Georgia

in 1740, 722.

Cave, Corir.valUs's, near Yorktown, 508.

Cemetery, Muhegan, at Norwich, 30; Congregational, at Nor-

wich, 38 ; Ancient Stone, discovered at Rainsford Island in

1800,66; At Tarrytown, 191 ; Ancient, at .Uunestown, 447

;

At Yorktown, 508; Ancient, near Blandford, Virginia, 542;

Ancient, at Charlotte, North Carolina, 616; At Site of Fort

Cornwallis, South Carolina, 715; Near Charleston, South

Carolina, 779 ; Trinity, New York, 8.

Chad's Ford, Notice of, 379, 386.

Chain, great, Remains of at West Point—Its former Position

in the River, 132; Its Construction by Peter Townsend—Its

History, 137; Weakened by Arnold—Errors concerning it

corrected—Weight of 138.

Charnpe, Sergeant John, Description of—Consents to attempt

Abduction of Arnold—His Sense of Honor— Deserts Ameri-

can Army, 207 ; Skill in eluding Pursuers—Escapes to Br.t-

ish Galley—Clinton deceived, 208 ; Sent to Arnold—Joins hi^

Leaion-Preparations for carrying oft" Arnold, 209 ; Foiled iH

attempt—Taken by Arnold to Virginia— Escapes and joins-

his Legion in the Carolinas, 210.

Chandler, Elizabeth M., Quotation from, 369.

Chapelle, John Derk van der, opposed to senaing German
Troops to America, 20.

Charles Edward, the Pretender, saved by Flora M'Donald, 583.

Charles I., King, accession to Throne of England in 1625, 458

;

Beheaded in 1649, 459.

Charles II., King, proclaimed King of Virginia—Called to the

Throne of his Father—Acknowledges Virginia as an inde-

pendent Member of his Empire—The " Old Dominion," 460;

Grants Lord Culpepper and Earl of Arlington exclusive

Right to Virginia for thirty Years, 460 ; Grants Territory of

New Netherlands to Duke of York in 1664, 784.

Charleston, South Carolina, taken by British in 1780, 667 ; Ear-

ly Settlement of, 743 ; Character of Settlers—Their difficul-

ties with Indians— Topography, 743, 744, 752, 754, 7.57, 760,

765; Meetins of first Legislative Assembly in 1674—Under
Martial Law" in 1682—Church Liturgy adopted at, in 1703—
Naval Battle at, in 1706, 745; Civil War, 746; Defense of its

Harbor in 1776—Arrival of British Fleet, 753 ; Under Martial

Law, 754 ; Reading of Declaration of Independence at, 757 ;

Condition of, after Invasion by British in 1779— Arrival of

British Armament in 1788, 762 ; Strengthened by Rutledge,

763; Siege of, 764; Bombardment of, 766; Governor Gads-

den and others taken Prisoners in 1780, 768; Attack on Brit-

ish Posts near, 773, 775 ; Mutiny in Camp near, in 1782, 776
;

Evacuation of, in 1782, 779.

Charlotte, North Carolina, early History of— Scenery about.

616 ; Patriotism of its Inhabita"nt3 in 1777—Mecklenburg Con-

vention, 617.

Charlottesville in 1778—Quarters of captive Troops of Bur-

goyne, 551.

Charter of London and Plymouth Companies granted by James
I. in 1006, 451 ; Second Charter granted to London Company
in 1612, 457.

Chase, Samuel, Notice of 402.

Chasseurs arrive at New York in 1776, 820.

Chastellux, Francis John, Marquis de, his Travels in America
and Notice of, 145, 152, 184, 290, 313, 391, 429, 441, 442, 513,

554.

Cheeseborough, WiUiara, first Squatter at Stonington in 1649, 51.

Cherokees, Creeks, Catawbas, and Yamasees march, under

Barnwell, against Tuscaroras, in Carolina, m 1712,562; Nuna-

ber of their Warriors, 643 ; Cherokees massacre Virginia

Rangers, on the Tennessee, in 1760, 646 ; Present Condition

of, 648.

Chester, J. L., Quotation from, 336.

Chevau.Yde-frise constructed in the Hudson River, at Plum
Point, in 1778, 114; Across the Hudson in 1777, 164; De-

stroyed by British, 168 ; On the Delaware at Byllinge's Point,

described. 292; Between Battery and Governor's Island, 802.

Chew, Benjamin, Chief-justice, his Removal and Arrest, 262

;

Biographical Sketch of 314.

Chew, Mrs., relates incident of shooting Captain White at Bat-

tle of Germantown in 1777. 317.

Cheyney, Thomas, informs Washington of approach ofEnemy
atBattle of Brandy wine, 381.

Chickahominy River, its Associations, 445; Explored by Cap-

tain John Smith in 1607, 453.

Children, White, first-born, in British Colonies of North Amer-
ica—Virginia Dare and Peregrine White, 4.50.

Choise, M. de. Notice of, 512; Invests Gloucester in 1781. 514.

Chronicle, Major William, killed at Battle of King's Mountain

in 1780, 634.

Chowan River, Notice of .5.58.

Christian, Mr., Notice of 442.

Christmas at Norfolk, 541.

Church, Captain Benjamin, bioarapliical Sketch of—Capture.-

and beheads King Philip in 1676, 95.

Church, Old South. Boston. Desecration of, 15; Old Dutch, al

Fishkill, 123; Trinity, at Fishkill, 124; Christ, at Philadelphia

—Its Sounding board, 248, 249 ; Brick, built on site of old

Block-house at Soulhwark in 1700. 255 ; Swedish, in Philadel-

phia, 303 ; St. Peter's, at Barren Hill, 322 ; At Fr.-ehold, 3.59

;

Birmingham Meeting-house, used as Hospital by Howe, 382;

Pohick,"419, 420, 421 : Potomac, Ruins of, 422 ;
Monumental,

at Richmond. Va.,436; St. John's, Richmond Hill. 437, 438;

Old Church Tower at Jamestown, 447; Brenton, at WiUiHmB-

burg, 469 ; St. John's, Hampton, 532 ; St. Paul's, 533 ; Bland-
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ford, Petersburg, 542 ; St. Philip's, Ruins of, at Brunswick,
North Carolina, 568 ; Of England, Lituray, established at

Charleston in 1703, 74.5; Episcopal, at Wilmington, 781 ; At
Jamaica, 811 ; Middle Dutch, French, and Swamp, New York,
835; Trinity. New York, burned by British in 1776—Its His-

tory, 819 ; Presbyterian, at White Plains, burned by Ameri-
cans. 823.

Churches, Protestant, in North Carolina, in 1776, 565.

Churchill, Sergeant Elijah, awarded Badge of military Merit in

1780. 834.

Cincinnati, Society of, organized near Fishkill Landing, in

1783, 125 ; Record of Proceedings of, 126 ; Its Constitution
opposed by Judge Burke and others, 127 ; Its Certificate of
Membership—Fac Simile of, 128 ; Order of Society—Presi-

dent, General of, 129.

City Point, Virginia, Notice of, 542.

Claims to American Territory by English and French, 472.

Clarenden County (South Carolina and Georgia), Extent of
Territory of, 559.

Clarenden. Lord, Notice of, 559.

Clarke, General George R., Notice of, 489, 491 ; Biographical

Sketch of, 493 ; Explorations in the Wilderness—Submits
Plans to Virginia Legislature of Expedition against British

Forts on the Ohio in 1777—Receives appointment of the

Command, 494 ; Takes Kaskaskia and Vincennes by Surprise
—.\pplies himself to Pacification of Indian Tribes, 495, 496

;

Plans Expedition to recapture Vincennes in 1779— Sends
Captain Rogers to Mouth of White River—Traverses drown-
ed Lands of Illinois—Encamps near Vincennes—Demands
immediate surrender of Place and Fort, 496 ; Resisted by
Hamilton — Conflict ensues — Victorious—Garrison made
Prisoners of War, 497 ; Urges Virginia Assembly, in 1780, to

furnish Means to chastise the Enemy, 500 ;
Takes temporary

command under Steuben—Ordered to Rendezvous at Falls

of the Ohio—Promoted to rank of Brigadier—On Expedition
against Indian Towns on the Scioto in 1782, 501.

Clarke, Colonel Elijah, in Southern Campaign under Greene
in 1780, 630 ; In Battle at Musgrove's Mill, 650.

Clarke, John, Notice of, 70. ^
Clayborne, William, receives royal License to traffic with In-

dians in 1631—Forms Settlements on Island of Kent, and near
the Mouth of the Susquehanna— Refuses to acknowledge
Authority of Lord Baltimore—.Seeks to maintain his Claims
by force of ."^rms—Defeated—Flees to Virginia—Sent to En-
gland for Trial as a Traitor—Acquitted—Returns to Mary-
land—Drives Calvert into Virginia, 398.

Clary, Colonel, in Battle at Musgrove's Mill in 1780, 650.

Clay, Henry, Notice of—His Birth-place, 431.

Cleaveland, Colonel, in .Southern Campaign in 1780, 631.

Clergymen of North Carolina endeavor to win Highlanders to

Patriot Cause, 583; At Battle of King's Mountain, 633.

Clinton, Charles, Notice of, 112.

Clinton, General George, Notice of, 112; Headquarters of, at

VVashington Square, in 1777—Detects a Spy, and proceeds
with him to Esopus—Hangs him, 116; Wounded at Siege of
Forts Clinton and Montgomery in 1777, 168 ; Biograpliical

Sketch of 838.

Clinton. General James, biogi'aphical Sketch of, 112; At Siege
of Yorktov\^l in 1781, 517.

Clinton, General Sir Henry, leaves Newport for New York in

1777, 74 ; In 1779, 85 ; His Correspondence with Andre and
Arnold in 1780, 146, 147 ; Stratagem of to divert Putnam
from Hudson Highlands in 1775, 165; Attack on Forts Clin-

ton and Montgomery in 1777, 167: Captures Forts at Vcr-
planck's and ,Stony Points in 1779, 175; Receives and declines
Proposition to exchange Andre for Arnold—Deputes Gener-
al Robertson to confer with Washington for Release of An-
dre, 201 ; Proposes other Prisoners in Exchange for Andre,
202 ; Personal Appearance of 309 ; Attempts to surprise La
Fayette at Barren Hill in 1778, 328; Succeeds Sir William
Howe as Commander of British Forces in America, 352 ; At
Battle of Monmouth, 357 ; Retreats to Sandy Hook—Criticism
on his official Dispatch, 364 ; Receives intercepted Letters of
Washington in 1781, 463; Refuses to allow Americans to

transport Fuel and Provisions to Bnrgoyne's captive Array,
5.50 ; Issues Proclamation declaring North Carolina in a State

of Rebellion —Vents his Spite upon Property of Colonel
Howe—Joins Cornwallis on marauding Expedition to North
Carolina in 1776, 589 : Biographical Sketch of, 762 ; At Siege
of Charleston in 1780, 764 ; In command at New York in

1776, 804.

Clinton, Governor Dewitt, Notice of, 112.

Cochituate, Lake, Notice of, 27.

Cockades, French and American, described—Washinaton or-

ders his Officers to wear black and white in Honor to France,
87.

Coddington, William, Notice of 70.

Coffee house, London, in Philadelphia— Swearing interdicted

there, and closed on Sabbath, in 1780, 2.59.

Coffin, Captain John, biographical Sketch of 699.

Coins, Virginia, 460.

Coke, J^hn, Notice of, 446, 467.

Coke, Richard, Notice of 447.

Golden. Dr. Cadwallader, biographical Sketch of 786 ; Burned
in Elfiey at New York in 1765, 788.

Colfax. William, commandant of Washington's Life Guard, 120.

College, Yale, first established at Saybrook, 50; College ofNew
Jersey, first established at Elizabethtown in 1756—^Donation
of Books by Governor Belcher—Burned in 1802—Its Planet-
arium attempted to be carried to England by Cornwallis
Used alternately by British and American Troops during the
War, 243 ; Its Character as an Institution, 244 ; College, Will-
iam and Mary, at WilUamsburg, Virginia, founded in 1692,
468.

Colleton, Governor, declares Martial Law in Charleston in 1682,
745.

Collier, Admiral Sir George, returns to New Y'ork from ma-
rauding Expedition to Virginia in 1779, 212 ; Arrives at Hamp-
ton Roads in 1779—Attacks Fort Nelson—Takes Narfolk,
Gosport, and proceeds to Suti'olk—Seizes public Stores

—

Destroys much Property in Suflblk—Proceeds to Stony Point
on the Hudson, 538.

Colonies, American, Strength and Union of, in 1776, 17 ; Placed
under British Martial Law in 1775, 20 ; Position of, after Siege
of Boston, 23 ; Nicholson's Plan for uniting them in 1698

—

For placing them under a Viceroy in 1704, 471.
Columbia, South Carolina, Notice of 687.

Comely, Mary, cuts Piece from Robber's Coat—Causes his De-
tection, 220.

Commissioners, resident, appointed by the British in 1775, £0;
Appointed for Detection of the Burners of the Gaspee, 62

;

British, Arrival of in the Delaware, in 1778, with Lord North's
conciliatory Bills, 349; Agents ofjecommended by Congress
to be seized and imprisoned, 350 ; Of Observation, sent to
Pittsburgh, by Congress, in 1778, to determine Importance of
Detroit as a Rendezvous for hostile Tribes—Represent Ne-
cessity of an immediate Expedition, 499 ; Appointed by Con-
gress to consult Washington respecting Campaign to Virgin-
ia, 509; Of Washington and Cornwallis to agree on Terms
of Capitulation at Yorktown in 1781, 522.

Committee of Congress confer with mysterious Frenchman
relative to Aid from French King, 22; Of Correspondence at
Norwich in 1774, 31 ; Of Congress, appointed to consider Me-
morial of public Creditors in 1782, 105; Names of appointed
to superintend Erection of Fortifications at West Point jn
1776, 135 ; Appointed liy Congress to act in its Behalf in Phil-
adelphia during its Absence at Baltimore in 1776, 225; In
Congress in 1776. relative to Declaration of Independence,
276 ; OfCorrespondence and Observation at Baltimore in 1775,
392; Of Vigilance, formed in Apollo Room at Williamsburg
in 177.3, to obtain Intelligence of oppressive parliamentary
Acts—Resolve to open Correspondence and Communication
with other Colonies—Submit Resolutions to House of Bur-
gesses, 485 ; Of Safety, in Virginia, in 1776, 505 ; Of Delegates
convened at WilUamsburg to prepare Declaration of Rights
and Form of Government for Virginia. 505 ; Of Vigilance, ap-
pointed by North Carolina Assembly in 1773, 579 ; Of Safety,
in North Carolina, in 1775, 582 ; Of Mechlenburg Convention,
Names of 618, 619 ; Of One Hundred, organized at New York
in 1775, 795 ; Of Congress, holds Conference with Lord Howe
at Staten Island in 1776, 814.

Communication. Secret, held by Lieutenant Chapman with
Rhode Island in 1779, 86.

Company, East India, Dutch, Notice of 782.

Company, West India, Dutch, Notice of 782.

Company, London, Formation of in 1606—Names of Members
of 451 ; Granted a new Charter in 1612, 457 ; Dissolution of
in 1624, 4.58.

Company, Ohio, Formation of in 1749,472; Complain of Inva-
sions of French into their Territory, 473.

Company, Plymouth, Formation of, in 1606—Names of Mem-
bers of 451.

Congaree River, Notice of, 683.

Congregationalists, Settlement of, in South Carolina, in 1696i
744.

Congress, Continental, gi%-e3 Washington Instructions to de-
stroy Boston in 1775, 13; Issues Proclamation relative to
Punishment of Person." in the Power of their Enemies, &c.,
16; Petitions George III., by Penn, 17; Appoints Committee
to confer with mysterious Frenchman relative to Assur-
ances of King of France, 22; Presents King of France with
Frigate America, 56; Treats with Admiral Wallace to sup-
ply him with Provisions, in 1775,72; Rewards and promotes
Colonel Barton for his Bravery in capturing General Pres-
cott and his Aid-de-camp, in 1777, 77 ; Sessions of at York
and Philadelphia, 1777, 1778, 79 ; Orders Inquiry into course
of General Spencer, in Expedition against Rhode Island
in 1777, 80 ; Exonerates French Fleet from censure in 1776,
85; Presents La Fayette, while in France, with Sword

—

Resolves to raise Funds for continuing the War, 87 ; Ap-
plauds and promotes Captain Talbot for capturing Galley
Pigot in 1778, 96 ; Memorial to, concerning Public Creditors,
in 1782, 105; Resolutions of res^pecting Claims, 106; Re-
ceives Record of Proceedings of Officers in the Army in 1783,
111 ; Resolves that equestrian Statue of Bronze be erected
to the Memory of Washington, 112; Resolves to appoint a
Commander, and recommends construction of Fortifications
at West Point and other Places in the Highlands, in 1775
135 ; Establishes military Academy at West Point in 1802

—

Organizes Corps of Professors and Engineers in 1812, 138,
Awards Captors of Andre with Medal for Fidelity, 205 ; Re
solves to defend Philadelphia to the last extremity in 1776

—
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Authorizes loan of $r),000,OnO—Adjourns to Baltimore— Ap-
points Committee to act in its behalf in PhiliidelphiH, in 177(),

225, 289 ; Otters Contintiital 'J'roops Bounties of Money and
Land in 1776, 225; Maki.'S Washington military Dictator in

1776, 232, :i85: Recommended at Mass Meetiuj; at Philadel-
phia in 1774, 260: Recommend .Supreme Executive Council
of Pennsylvania to arrest Quakers of Philadelphia for sedi-
tious Publications, 262; First movements toward a General
Assembly in various Colonies— First assembling of. at Car-
penters' Hall, in 1774. 265; Names of Delegates from the
several Colonies—Character of its Members—Organization.
266; First opening— First I'rayer. 267; Sits with closed
Doois—Its .Sympathy with Massachusetts—Declaration of
Rights— Articles of American Association agreed upon. 268;
Issues State Papers— Debates— Diversity of Opinion—Dura-
tion of its first Session, 269 : Proceedings of—Manner of go-
ing forth to the World—Effects, 27'); Resolves on Declara-
tion of Independence in 1776—Appoints Committee to draft
Declaration, 276; Reception and Am(!ndment of Draft, 277

;

Debates on its Adoption. 280; Its Adoption, 282; Sitmlng of,

and Names of Signers, 285 ; Takes Measures to secure Union
and Harmony among confederated States—Adopts Articles
of Confederation in 1777—Sends Copies to the variou.s Leg-
islaturi^s for Approval—Withdraws to Baltimore in 1776, 28!)

;

Adjourns from Philadelphia to Lancaster—Thence ro York
in 1777, 315; Presents I,a Fayette with Sword in 1779, 324;
Accepts his Proposition —Appoints him Major General in
1777, 327 ; Recommends a Day of Public Thanksgiving, 333

;

Attempts to weaken the Power of Washington at Valley
Forge in 1778, 337 : Allows Washington to be treated with
Disrespect— In Session at York, Pennsylvania, in 1777—Ap-
points new Board of War without consulting ^Vashington,
339; Action of concerning Proposals of British Commission-
ers, relative to American Independence—Recommends Seiz-
ure and Imprisonment of their Agents, .350; Directs Wash-
ington to administer Oath of Allegiance to Officers of his
Army liefore leaving Valley Forge. 352 ; Votes Sullivan's
Recall from the Army, 381 : Meeting of, at Baltimore, in 1776,

393; In Session at Annapolis in 1783, 403; Requests that
Vessels be sent up the Chesapeake for the capture of Arnold,
436 ; Recommended liy House of Bumesses of Virginia in

1774. 486; Virginia Delegates of, at Philadelphia, in 1774,
487; Sends Commissioners of Observation to Pittsburgh in
1778, to determine importance of Detroit as Place of Ren-
dezvous for hostile 'I'ribes, 495 ; Appoints Commissioners to
confer with Washington respecting Campaign to Virginia,
509; Proceedings in, at Philadelphia, on receipt of Intelli-

gence of surrender of Cornwallis—Proposes Erection of
Monument at Y'orktown, 527 ; Awards Officers for Bravery,
528; Action of. Dishonorable, relative to Gates and Burgoyne
—Orders captive Army of Burgoyne to interior of Virginia,
550; Awards Medal to General Lee, 829 ; Sits at Princeton
in 1783, 837.

Congress's Own (Connecticut Rangers'), Notice of. 818.
Congress, Federal. Lilirary of, reestablished in 181.5, 40.5.

Consress, Provincial, of Massachusetts, reorianized Militia in

1776, 10; Of New Hampshire, issues Instructions to DelegHtes
of Continental Congress relative to Declaration of Independ-
ence in 1776, 276; Of North Carolina, convenes at Newborn,
in 177.5. ,580; Also at Hillsborough. .581 ; Directs emission of
Bills of Credit. .582 : Manifesto of, in 1776. 588 : Declines tak-
ing Action on the Proceedings of Mecklenliurg Convention,
621 ; Convenes at Hillsborough in 178U, 675; Of.'^outh Car-
olina, convenes at Charleston in 1774,749; Of New York,
convenes at New Y'ork in 1775, 793 ; Adjourns to White
Plains. 802.

Connecticut. Naval Force of. in 1777— Nam.-s of Vessels, 42;
Called upon by Conaress for Funds to carry on War in 1780,
87; Suffering of her Colonists durin<; King Philip's War, 95;
Measures taken r>lative to Declaration of Independence in
1776. 276 Con-titiition of, adopted prior to 1776, 289.

Connolly, Dr., Notice of 489, 497.

Conshohocken (Matron's Ford). Not'ce of 329, .330.

Constitution of New Y'ork. tirstjirinted at Fishkill in 1777, 125;
Of different States, Adoption of—Federal, adopted in 1787,

289; Of Maryland, adopted in 1776. 402.

Constitution Island, near West Point, fortified by Americans in

1776. 13.5.

Constitutions, fundamental, of Shaftesbury and Locke, for Al-
bemiirle County (North Carolina), in 1669, 560; Abrogation
of, 561.

Continental Village, near Peekskill, burned by British in 1777,
173.

Contrecoeur, M. de, at Fort Duqnesne, 475, 478.
Convention of Deputies held at Philadelphia in 1774. 260; In-

structs Pennsylvania Assembly to assert Colonial Rights,
261; Held in North Carolina in 1776, relative to Declaration
of Independence—Held in Rhode Island and Virginia for
same purpose. 275 ; At Annapolis, to consider M( ans of rem-
edying Defects of Federal Government in 1786, 403; Consti-
tutional, at Richmond, in 1788. 438 ; Permanent, in Virginia,
in 1775, 504 ; Appoints Patrick Henry Commander of all

Forces raised for Defense of Colony in 1775—Of Delegates
at VVilliamsbun:, Virginia, in 1776—Appoints Committee to
ureparo Declaration of Rights and Plan of Government, 505;
In North CaroUua, reprobates Tea and otlier Duties in 1774,

579 ; The Mecklenburg, 617 ; Names of the Committee, 618.
619.

Conway, General, Severity upon British Ministers after Evac-
uation of Boston, 19; Opposed to Civil War, 21.

Conway, General Thomas, at Battle of Gennantown, 316 ; A
Secret Enemy to Washington at Valley Forge in 1778. 3,36;
Hopes to supersede him as Comraanderinchief— Foiled,
337; His Resignation— Fi^'hts Duel with Cadwallader—
Wounded—Apologizes to Washinaton, 340.

Cooke, Governor Nicholas, biographical Sketch of, 57.
Cooper. Anthony A. (Earl of Shaftesbury), Notice of 559; Bi-

ographical Sketch of, 560.

Cooper, Dr., flees from Columbia College in 1775, 794.
Cooper, J. Fennimore, Error of concerning old Tower at New-

port, 65; Author of "The Spy"—Founds his Tale on the
Life and E.xploits of Enoch Crosby, 122.

Copley, John S., paints Scene representing Debate in House of
Lords in 1778 relative to American Independence. 348.

Copley, Sir Lionel, appointed Governor of Maryland in 1692,
399.

Corbin, Receiver-general, at Williamsburg, in 1775. 503.
Corbin, Collector of Taxes, mobbed at Enfield in 1759. .567.

Corees, Hostility toward Whites in Carolina in 1711, .562.

Cornstalk, in Battle at Point Pleasant in 1774, 487 ; Treats with
Lord Dmmiore for Peace. 489.

Cornwallis, Lord, takes Fort Lee in 1776. 221 : Urges capture
of Phihuielphia— Injudicious Disposition of his Troops—
Looks with (.'ontempt upon Washington's weakened Forces
—Returns to Head quarters iti New York—Prepares to Sail
for England on leave of Absence, 226 ; Ordered back to New
Jersey, Zii ; .Approach toward Trenton, 233; Outgeneraled,
234

; Proceeds to Princeton, 2.38 ; Evacuates New Jersey via
New Brunswick, 240 ; Personal Appearance of 309 ; Attords
Succor to British Camp at (iermantown, 320; In Skirmish
with Americans near Pencander in 1777, 376; Anecdote of,

429; Joins Arnold at Petersburg in 1781,463, 547; Retreats
to Richmond — Thence to WiHiamsburg, Jamestown, and
Portsmouth— Pursued by La Fayette arid Wayne— Sends
Simcoe, Armstrong, and Ewald to Chickahominy River to
destroy American Stores and collect Cattle. 463 ; At Battle
of Spencer's Ordinary in 1781—Retreats to Jamestown Isi

and, 465; Resorts to Stratagem—Encamps Forces in Pine
Forest on main Land—Casts up Fortifications on Powhatan
Creek—Success of his Stratagem, 466 ; Engagement—Con-
centrates his Forces at Jaineitown Island, and proceeds to
Portsmouth, 468; Ordered to the Chesapeake in 1781—For-
tifies Yorktown and Gloucester—Biographical Sketch of 510 ;

Attempts to escape into Carolina in 1781, 511; Conduct on
his March through Southern States, 524 ; Surrenders British
Standards at Y'orktown, 525 ; Brought to New York as Pris
oner on Parole. 526; Place of Surrender and Capitulation.
530- Proposes to enter Virginia in 17t<0. 539; Attempts to
establish royal Power in Lower Virginia, 543 ; Causes Brit-
ish Marauders to be put to death— Assumes command of
Army at Petersburg in 1781, 547 : Joined by Re enforcements
at Westover—Marches toward Richmond—Attempts to in
tercept Wayne—Sends Simcoe to Point of Fork to surprise
Steuben—Dispatches Tarleton and Champagne to attempt
capture of Jefferson and Members of Virginia Legislature al
Charlottesville—Attempts to destroy American Stores at Albe-
marle Old Court House — Hastens to Williamsburg, 550;
His Office and Headquarters at Hillsborough, 590; Crosses
the Catawba and Yadkin in Pursuit of Greene. 600. 601 ; Ef-
forts to reach the Dan, 603; Disappointment, 601; Retires
to Bell's Mills, Deep River—Marches toward New Garden
Meeting-house—Invited to Battle by Greene, 606 ; His victo-
rious Blow, 610; His Victory equivalent to a Defeat—Pre-
cipitate Retreat to Cross Creek—Pursued by Greene, 612;
Marches to Wilmington. 613; Moves to Charlotte in 1780—
Issues Proclamations, fi-24 ; Establishes Post at Blair's Mill,

625; Head-quarters at Charlotte and Winnsborough—March-
es Southward, 626; At Camden. 670; In command at New
Y'ork in 1776. 804 ; Pursues Washington, 825.

Cortlandts, or Van Cortlandts, History, of 169.

Coram, Destruction of Stores at, in 1780, 834.
Cotton, Rev. Mr., Notice of 69.

Council, Common, of London, remonstrate in favor of the
Americans—Movement for an Impeachment of Counselors
who had planted Popery and arbitrary Power iu .-Vmerica.
17.

Council of Officers, summoned by Sir Henry Clinton, at New-
York, relative to release of Andre, 201.

Council, Provincial, established in North Carolina in 1775, 582;
In South Carolina in 177.5, 750.

Council of War, called by Washington at Cambridge in 1776,
10; At Butts's Hill in 1778.85; Held by Washington, before
leaving Valley Forge, in 1778 —Also at Hopewell, while in
pursuit of the Enemy. 3.53 ; By General Forbes, at Fort Du-
quesne, in 1758,480; Held by Kentuckians in 1782.501;
Called by Gates, near Camden, in 1780, 672; Called by
Washington, at Fordham, in 1776. 825.

Council of Washington with Indian Chiefs, at Logstown, io
1753, 473.

Court, General, of Boston, banishes Roger Williams for Trea-
son in 1635. 53.

Court Martial and Trial of Arnold —Verdict—Puaisbmeot and
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its Eirects, 143 ; Namfs of Officers of, on Trial of Andr^, 197
;

Of General Lop, :ili() ; Of General A.4ie, 7H.
Covenanters in NortU Carolina, previous to the Revolution,

5ti5.

Coventry, Earl of, prefers Indepemlence of the Colonies to

continnanee of War—Denouiieed as treasonable, 21.

CowlKiy.^ and Skinners, Notice of, 185, l'J4 ; Rendezvous on
li;niia])o Creek in 1780. 210.

Cow|iens, Origrin of Name of. ()3f!.

Oiaii!. Major, takes I'ossession of Wilmington, North Carolina,

in 1781, (!1.3, 78L; liU Flight, 781.

Craik, Dr. James, Itiographieal .Sketch of, 241 : Relates Anec-
dote of Indian Chief attempting to shoot Washington at Bat-

tle of Fort Dnqucpiie, 479.

Crane, Iclialjod, and the headless Horseman, at Sleepy Hol-

low, I,egend of, li'I.

Craven. Charles, conflict with Indians in 1715, G44 ; Succeeded
as Governor of (Carolina in 1717, 74ti.

Craney Island. Notice of, 541.

Cranston, William. Notice of fil.

Cresap. Colonel Michail, plants .'Settlement on the Ohio in 1774

—Calls Council of Pioneers—War declared against Indians—
Estahli.-hes new Po.-'t of Defense—Skirmish with Savages-
Indians made Prisoners— Opposes F.-Xpidition to Yellow
Creek— Exonerated from Charge of murdering Logan's Fam-
ily, 48!); Biographical .'^ketch of 490.

Crescents, Silver, worn by Patriots of North Carolina in 1776,

587.

CroMipond Village, Notice of, 186.

Cromwell, Oliv.r, acc(!Ssion to supreme Power in England in

1H.")1 -Sends Fleet to the Chesapeake to reduce Virginians

to Sniunirsion, 4.J9 ; Death of. 4(iO.

Cromwell, liichaid. accession to supreme Power in England
in I(i."i8. 460.

Crosby, I'.noch (the alleged reality of "Harvey Birch"), en-

gages in '-.Sfcret Service" of hi-< (,'ountryin I77()—Snbji'Cted

to a mock Trial, »n<1 confined in lions in FL-shkill Dutch
Church— Biographical Sketch of, 122 ; His Exploits, 123,

121.

'Cro'swicks. early History of—Origin of Name —Capture of

Hes.'^ians ..t. in' 1778, 218: Skirmit^h at, 2HI.

Crowdrr's Knob. Notice ot; C-'S. 6«).

CrugiT. Colon.l, biograi)hic-al Sk.'Ich of (iPO.

'Culp' pp<r. Lord, receives with Earl of Arlington exclusive

Kiglit to Virginia for thirty YeariJ—Bcicjmcs Goveinor of

Vir,'lnia iu l(i80, 4G0, 471 ; Succeeded by Lord Howard in

lfia4. 471.

"Culp.pp.'r M.-n, Notice of, .13 1 . r)3.j.

"Culprit V-.iy. Quotation from. 134.

•CunMiii;;lismi. Captain, Provo.'-t Marshall at New York and
PbilaiU'lnhia—Treatment of American Prisoners— His Char-
act. -r. 307,

Cimiiiiiuham. General Robert, hioiraphical ."Sketch of. 04!).

Cuniiiiivhain, M^ijor. at Hatlle of f'owpens iu 1781. <'i37.

Cutmingbam, IJili. Captain of ' Bloody Si out," in Carolina, in

1780. »i.">3, irat, (i!)2.

-Cuftin(! Ailam Philip. Count de. at Si4'ge of Yorktown in 1781,

51.1; nin-ra|.hical Sketch of .117.

'Cuslis (i. W. P„ Noli.e ol. 120. .lOi) ; Quotation from. 23!); Pic-

ttires of Trenton, (iermatitown and Monnjouth. 3fil ; Paint-

jng-i (if—Aullior'- Iriteiview with, 412; Places Monumimt at

I>irtli-|ilace of Washington, 42ti,

Cu.^lis, Daniel Parke, former Husband of Lady Wa.'hington,
42(i.

•Cusfis. .lohn Parke. Aiil de ramp to Washington at Cambridge
and Yorktown, 424 ; Member of Virginia Legislature— Death
of, 5-!!).

Daddy Hall, Anecdote of t.

pall!. .Sir Thomas, arrives at .lamestown with Supplies in Ifill

—.Assumes and admini-ters Govi-rnmiiU under Martial Law
—Relieved by Gates—lic-^unies the Government in 1G14

—

Appoints YeaV.IIy Governor in lOlD. 4.")7.

Dabymiili'. Cobuiel. in Coimiand at Stat, n Island in 177G. 804.

Dancing. Wa-hiniitoii'- Opnion of 115.

Dandridge. Miss (Martha Washington), biographical Sketch of,

840.

Dare, Virginia, first Ott'spring of English Parents in the New
Woild. 4-)0.

Dare, i'.Ieanor, Notice of 4.">0.

Darrah. Mrs, Lydin, apjnisi'S Washington of intended Attack

of Briti>h, 248, 301. 302.321,

Dartmouth, Earl of, informs Penn of the Resolution of George
Fll., 17; Sncc.-eds the Duke of Grafton as Loni of the Privy

Seal. 1!) ; Circular of, relative to Meeting of Congress at Phil-

adelphia, 2<i!l.

Davidson. Colonel George, in Southern Campaign under Corn-

wallis in 1780, 624,

Davidson, General William, Ijilled at Battle at Cowan's Ford in

]781_l!iographical Sketch of. .V.)!).

Davidson, John, accompanies Washington to French Creek as

Interpreter in 17,53, 473.

Davidson. Miss. Quotation from. 75.

Davie. Colonel William R., at Battle of Guilford in 1781, 609;

In Skirmish at Wahab's Plantation in 1780, 625.

Davies, Reverend Samuel, Notice of, 479.

D'Auberteuil, M. Hilliard, Account ofyoung Seymour, and Death
of his Bride, 384.

Deanc, Silas, American Commissioner to France, returns to
America with the Fnnch Fleet in 1778.78.79; Suggests Propri-
ety of presenting Library of College of New Jersey to France
as Bonus for its Good-will, 243.

Dean, John, one of the Captors of Andre—Grave of, at Sleepy
Hollow, 187.

Dearborn, (yener.-il Henry, succeeds Pophnm as President Gen-
eral of Society of the Cincinnati in 1848, 129.

De Beaujeu, Captain, killed at Battle of Fort Duquesne in 1755,
478.

Deborre, General, at Battle of Brandywine in 1777—Dissension
with Sullivan. 381.

Do Buys, Major, at Battle of Guilford, hi 1781, 610.

Decatur, Commodore, commands "United States" and "Mace-
donian" at N. w London in 1813. 45.

Declaration of Independence— Its l)i>torj'—Opinions of various
Individuals concerning, 273; Mea.-ures taken by the several
States, 275 ; Timidity in State Legislatures—State Govern-
ment recommended—Lee's liesolution for, 276 ; Drafted by
Jetl'erson— l!ea,-ons why he was chosen to write it—His Let-
ter inclosing it to Rii haril H, Lee—Original Draft and Amend-
ments, 277; Debates concerning, in Congress, 280; Action
of the several (.'olonies on the Subject— The Declaration as
adopted, 282; Its Annonncenn nt lo Congress, assemliled in

lndei)endcnce Hall. 284: Ringing of Liberty Bell—Names and
Signatures of Signers, 285, 286, 28T; Its Reception in New
York and elsewhere, 285: Princi|iles of the Declaration and
their Effects—Opinions of Rayual, Mirabcau. and Napoleon
concerning. 288; Proclaimed at Williamsburg. Virginia, in
1776,506: Beading of. at Charleston, 757 ; In Washington's
Army at New York, 801.

Declaration of Independence, Mecklenburg, in 1775, 618; His-
tory of 622.

Deep (,'reek. Dismal .Swamp, Notice of, 539.

De Fleury. Colonel I)., at storming of Stony Point in 1779, 178;
Awardc-d Medal by Congres.s— Biograjiliical Sketch of 181.

De (jrasse. Count, Francois Joseph Paul, arrives witli French
Fleet iu Chi'Sapeake in 1781— Klockad.'s Moulh ot York Riv-
er— Biograiihical Sketch of. 511: In luiL-agenieiit citl" (;ape8
of Virginia. 512; At Siege of Y'orktown in"l781—Refuses to
ascend the Rivc'r, 514.

De Hci.-tir, (Jincnal, in command at Nov:' York ir. 1776, 804.
De Kail), Baron, la companies La Fayette to America in 1778,

323 ; Biiigiaphicid Sketch of— In command of Southern Cam-
paign in 1781), 6i.7; Death of, 674.

Del.ifi. Id, Major, commands military Academy at West Point,
in l^3.•'. 138.

Delancey. General Oliver, bioiirapbicnl Sketch of, 829.

Dc^lanceys, Movements of in 1777.830.
Dchcwan'. Lord. Governor and Captain General of V'rginia in

I(i08— Arrives at Jamestown in 1609, 4.'56: Sails for England
in ill II. abb, 4;17.

Delaware liivcr. fir,-t Settlements on, by Dutc h and Swedes, in

1623-38, 251 : Place- where Washiiiiiton cros,--ed in 1776,221;
Military Wcu•k^^— licmoval of Obstructions on, by British, 292;
Topogi-apliy, 2!)0. -Jllli, 298,

Delaware, Stat, of, called upon by Congress for Funds to carry
on War in 1780. 87; Origin of Name of 249; Early .Settle-

ment of by Durih and Sw.ci. s. in 1623-:'8, 251. i.C)2; Se-
ceded fiiim Penn-ylvaiiia in ]6!)1.2.")5; Proceedings relative

to Di cbiratioii of Independence, 276; Constitution of. adopt-
ed hi 1776, 28!),

Deli!i;atc!s. Pi nn-yivania. in Continental Congress, in 1774,201;
Convention of at Williamsburg, .10.").

De Noaill.'s. Vise iiimt, French Envoy to Brili.-li Court, notifies

British Ministi'r that h's fiovernm. nt, in concert wifh United
State.", had taken Measures to protect lawful CoMimerce. 78 ;

At Sie!;e of Yorktown in 1781. 522.

Denmark is,-ues Eilic t again.-t carrying warlike Articles to

AmiTica in 177.1, 19.

Depcyster. Captain, under Cornwallis in 1780, 630; At Battle

of kiii!;'s Mountain in I7f0 634.

De Bosset, Moses John. Notice of .168.

D'Estaing, Coiitit. Cbailes Hi nrv, sails for America in com
inandiif French Fie. t in 1778—Bioi;raphical Sketch of 78,
Ariivcs in the Di lawar. —Communicates will Congi-efs. and
sails lor Saialy Hook, 79: I'rcice. cis with Fleet to Newport;
80; Puts to Sea to attack Howe—Ships damaged by Gale, 81

;

Contest with lb itL-h— Sails lor Bo-toii- Viniiic i.tciry Letter
tn Coniiress. 82; Assists Lincoln in the Siege ol Savannah in

17!)!), 7.(1.

D'K,' touches. Admiral, of French Fleet nt Newport in 1781,

.140.

De 'I'illey. Admiral, of French Fleet at Newfort in 178L 540.

Deuxponts, (.'ount Wilfam. at Siege of Yorktown. 515.

De Villiers. M. De, in command at attack of F'ort Necessity in

1754, 476.

De Vrics, Captain Divid P. forms Settlcme-it on the Delaware
in 1631— Indians destroy his Colony—He makes Peace with
the Tribe, and cpiits the" Bay. 251,

Dewey. George W,, Quotation from, 271.

Dexter, Payniaster, Anecdote of. 63,

Dickinson. John, issues " Letters of a Penn.=ylvania Farmer"
in 17G7, 259 ; Chairman uf Revolutionary Meeting at Phila-
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delphia in 1774, 260 ; Strongly asserts Colonial Riylits, 261
;

Draws up Petition to the King, 269.

Dickinson, General I'liilLmon. at Battle of Trenton in 1778

—

Kiogrnpiiifal Slietcli of, 22U ; At Battle of Monriioiitb. 3-5.5.

Dicltinson, Miijor, Iiilled at Hattle of Monmouth in 1778, 365.

Dillard, Mrs. Sarah, warna Colonel Clarke of approach of Brit-

ish at Greene's t?pring. North Carolina. 630, 653.

Dillon, Brothers, guillotined in 1793, 34.

Dinwiddie, Itohert. Governor of Virginia in 1752, 473 ; Sends
Washington with Dispati hes to M. De St. Pierre, at French
Creek, in 17.53—Incensed at St. Pit rre's Reply—(Jails Coun-
cil
—

'I'likes Measures to expel French from Virginia Soil, 474.

Dismal .Swamp. Notice of, 539.

Dispatches seized at Charleston in 1775.749.
Doblis, Arthur, Governor of North (yaroliiui in 1755.567.
Donop, Colonel, killed in Battle at Red Bank in 1777— Grave

of— His .'^kull in possession of a New J.rsey Pliysician, 2!)0
;

In Ex])editinn against Fort MiMcer. 293; Mortally wounded
—His dying Words, 294 ; Commiinds Hessians at New York
in 1776. 804.

Dooly. Colonel John, biosraphical Sketch of, 712.
Dorchester Heights, fortified by Thomas in 1776, 11.

Drake, Sir Francis, arrives at Roanoke in 1.5{;5— Offers Assist-

ance to Raleigh's (Colonists, 450.

Drake, Admiral, in Engagement otf Capes of Virginia in 1781
512.

Drake, Joseph R., Quotation from, 9, 134.

Draper, Mrs., Cenotaph of, .571.

Draper, Sir William, Vanity of—Quotation from, 571.

Drayton. William H., biographical Sketch of, 649 ; Charge to
Grand Jury on Independence, 752.

Drummond, Reverend William, Governor of Albemarle Coun-
ty (Colony in 1653, 559.

Drysdale, Hugh, succeeds Spottswood as Deputy Governor of
Virginia in 1722. 473.

Duche. Reverend Mr., makes first Prayer in Continental Con-
gress, 267 ; Biographical Sketch of, •MS.

Du Coudray, M., drowned in crossing the Schuylkill in 1777,

385.

Duddington. Commander of Schooner Gaspee in 1772.60, 61
;

Wounded at Gaspee Point—Carried ashore at Pawtuxet, 62.

Dudlry, Colonel, in Skirmish at Charles City Court House in

1781. 444.

Duel. fuu;;bt between Conway and Cadvi-allader in 1778, 340 ;

Between Whitechur.'^t and Simpson in 1766, 5(i9 ; Between
Mlntosh and Gwinnett, 728; Between Howe and Gadsden,
729.

Dumas, M.. at Battle of Fort Duquesne in 17.5.5. 478.
Dumas, Count Mathieci, at Siege of Yorktown in 1781,519; Bi-

OL'n.phical Sketch of, .520.

Duid.ip, Cciliinel, in Skirmish at Greene's Spring, South Caro-
lina, in 17bO, 6-30.

Duiilap. William, Quotation from, 218-
Dunliar. Colonel, in E.xpedition to Fort Duquesne, 477.

Dundi.s, Colonel, at Battle near Jame=town Island in 1781, 467

;

At .Siege of Yorktown. 514.

Dunnujre. Lord (John Murray), driven from Gwyn's Island in

1776- Destroys Occoquan Vlllnge. 419; His Palace at WiU-
iairisburir- 46lt ; The last royal Governor of Virginia, 1772.

473 : A .•Spendthrift. 482 ; Sucieids Sir Iliiiry Moore as Gov-
ernor ol New York in 1770. and Botitourt as Governor of
Virginia in 1771—His Chiracter—Coat of Arms— Dissolves
House of Bingesses in 1773. 485; Also in 1774—His Speech.
486; In Kxpedition to the .Sciota aiiainst Indians in 1774

—

Su))piisedTreai-liery toward Virginians, 487; Thre.iti ns Lewis
with Di;alh-Foiins 'J're;ity with Indiiiiis at Camp Charlotte
— li. turns to Vir'jiuia. 491 : Excites Indian 'I'ribes against
Wliiti's, 497; Removes militaiy Stores at Williamsburg on
Board a British Sh p—Authorizes Receiver general to com-
j)rondse with H. nry—Menaces the People, '503; Tlireatens
to en:ran(hi.se all the Ni-sroe.^, and arm Iliem asainst their
Masters—Issues Proclamalion against Henry—Converts his

I'alaceinto a Garri-iin—(Jonvcmes Ihe Assembly—Abdicates,
and escaues with bis Family on boanl the Fowey Man of-

War, at Yorktown—.Sends Letters. M. ssages, and Addresses to

Assemldy —Invited by Bur.'esses to return to sign Bills— Re-
fuses --D.-mnnds that they shall present llnrasilves at the
Sliiii of War for Signature. ;04 ; Proceeds to Norfolk in

British Fleet— ICsfabli.-Iies Head (]uarters— Proclaims Free-
dom to all .Slavics whi)sb(jnld heai- Arms for the King—Issues
Pioclamation, deilarin-.; Martial Law Ihron'^hout Virginia,

505; Maraudini; Espediiion against Lower Virginia in 1775,
.531. 534 ; liio-rapby of. .538-

Dnnn, John. Notice of, ininncal to Patriot Cause. 621.

Du Pon<'eau, 1'. S.. ancient Edifice of, in Philadelphia, ,308

;

Anecdote of. 313.

Duportail, G.neral Chevalier. Colonel of Engineers nt West
Point in 1778, 136; At Siege of Y'orktown in 1781—Visits De
Gnissc oil" Cape Henry. .514.

Duquesne. Capta n. Treachery of, to Boone, 493.
Duraiit, George, Notice of, 559.

Durfee, Quotation from. 74.

Durk.-e, Major John (bold Bean Hiller). Notice of, 32.

Dutton, Captain Ilulibard. Notice of. 32. 35.

Dwight, Dr. Timothy, argues Importance and Necessity of n

Declaration of Independence, 273.

Eager, Mr., error of. corrected, concerning Ethan Allen, 167.

Eaton, General, joins Greene, at Troublesome Creek, in 1781.
606 ; M Battle of Guilford, 609.

Ebenezer, Settlement of, in 1733, 722.
Eddins, Benjamin, Patriotism of, 693.

Eden, Governor Robert, Notice of 401.

Edgeworth, Richard L-, Notice of, 198.

Edwards, David. Notice of, 571, 572.

Effigies left at Bunker Hill by British, 14.

Effigy of Stamp Act Distributer, Ingersoll, burned at Norwich
in 1767, 31 ; Of Hood, Stamp master of Baltimore, in 1765,

400; Hanged on (fallows at Charleston, 747; Of Cudwalladi r

and Kelly at New York. 7e8, 792.

Eggleston, Caption, in liattle on the Haw, in 1781, 593; In Bat
tie at (iuilford, 607 ; With Lee, in South Carolina and Geor
gia,718.

Elbert, General Samuel, biographical Sketch of, 711 ; Captures
Oglethorpe's Fort in 1778,729.

Eliot, Rev. John, biographical Sketch of— Preaches Gospel
among New England Tribes— Teaches them to read and
write, 92.

Elkton (Head of Elk), Notice of, 387.

EUet, Mrs- E- F., Quotation from, 157, 588; Her Sketch of An-
nis Stockton, 242.

Elliot, Captain, in naval Engagement at Newport, in 1776, 72;
Conveys General Prescott to Providence in 1777, 77.

Elliot, Mrs. Susan, presents Standards to South Carolina Regi-
ment in 1776, 738, 756-

Elbot, Rev. Dr., Thanksgivina; Sermon of, in 1776, 14.

Elliot, Wdliarii, Quotation from, 300, 594.

Encampment of American Army at Valley Forge, in 1777-78

—

Washington's Head quarters, 332; Preparation of Huts, 333^
Disposition of American Army—Huts and their Occupantf,
334; Condition of Army—Great Sufferings- Number of Sol-

diers encamped, 335 ; Hopefulness of Washington — Con-
spiracy to deprive him of i hief Command— Persons named
as Malcontents, 336; Forged Letters—Conway promoted—
Pretensions of Gates and Lee—Anonymous Letters—Con-
way's Letter to Gates—Quarrel between Gates and Wilkin-
fon— (Jongress appoints new Board of War, with Gates at
Head—La Fayette appointid in Command of E.xpedition to
Canada, without consulting Washington, 339; Conway re-

signs—Fights Duel with Ci.dwallader—Writes penitent Let-
ter to Wai-hington. 340 ; Arrival of Baron Steuben — Joins
Americans at Valley Forge—Appointed Inspei tor General,
341 ; Washington's Eti'orts in behalf of his Soldiers, 342 ; Re-
ceives Intelligence that France had acknowledged independ-
ence of the Colonies—Issues general Order for Thanksgiving
—Rejoicings at Valley Forge, 346 ; Evacuation of Philadel
pbia by the British—Washington breaks up his Encampment
at Valley Forge—Pursues the Enemy to New Jersey. :i53.

Encampment of American Army at Giten Spring Plantation,
m 17b1, under La Fayette, Wayne and Steuben, 446.

Encampment of American Army at Middlcbrook in 1777, 211.
KiKampment of American Army at Wbitemarsh in 1777, 321.
Encampment of American Army at Sp.nks's Farm in 1760,669.
Encampment of Americans at Oyster Bay in 17b0, 834.
luicaiiipment of lir.tish Army near Newport in ]78(), 87.
Encainpment of British Aiiny at Philadelphia, in 1777. under

Sir William Howe, 309, Eieition ot Barracks— Attack of
Hazlevvood wth Ihlmcnrt and Moiiiguvury Frigates

—

DeU
awniK captured by British—Torpedoes i-ent down the River
from Bordcntown by Americans—Battle of the Kegs,"310j,
Alarm during the Miscbiaiiza Fete—Boldness of the~ Ameri-
cans— Philadilj. Ilia evac uati (I by the British, 311.

Encampment of British Army at Charlotte, North Carolina, in
17^0, 626.

Encampment of British Army on the Eno, in 1771, under Try-
on, 575.

Encampment of Burgoyne's captive Troops at Charlottesvillei
Virginia, in 1782. 552.

Encainpment of French Amny at Providence in 1782, 55.

Encampment of French Army at Annapolis in 1782, 403.
Eiidi^oit, Governor, cuts Cross from English Banner, at Salem,

in 1635—Suspended. 5-t.

Engineers of the Hudson Highlands, 1.32, 133, 135, 136.

England issues Orders to seize all French Vessels in British
Ports in 1778, 78.

Epitaph on Franklin, written by himself, 249; On Alexander
Scainmell. 515; Of John Holt, 534; On Monument of GenernJ
Stevens. ,535.

F.ppes, William D , Execution of, .553.

Kiskine, Sir William, in command at New York in 1776, 804.

Etchoee burned in 1761. (;4().

Eutaw Springs describi d, 698-

Evacuation of Boston by the British, under Howe, in 1776, 13,;

Announcement of, in London Gazette. 22: Of Rhode Islan(l>

by the Am. ricaws, in 1778, 84 : Of lihode Island, by Ihe Brit-

ish, in n89. 85; Of New Jersey, by the British, in 1777,240;
Of Philadelphia, by Hritisli, in i77!',353; Of Camden, in 178.1
681 ; Of Savannah, in 1782, 741 ; Of New York, by the Amer>
cans, in 1776. 815,817.

Everard, Sir Richard, last proprietary Governor of Carolina
in 1729, 5<!2.

Ewald, Captain, in Battle at Spencer's Ordinary, in 1781, 461
Ewing, Dr. Francis, Notice of, 245.
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Ewing, General James, crosses the Delaware at Trenton, with
Washington, in 1776— Biographical Sketch of, 209.

Exeter, New Hampshire, founded by Wheelwright in 1637, 70.

Kxpedition against Penobscot, under Salstongtall, Lovell, and
Wadsworth, in 1779—Failure of, 26.

Kxpedition of English against Pequots in 1637, under Captain
Mason—Attack on their Fort, 47 ; Its Destruction—Terrible
Massacre—English depart to Saybrook—Invasion resumed—Destruction of Pequots, 48.

Expedition. Naval, of Arnold, up the Thames, in 1781, under
the British, 4ii; Landing of Enemy near Light-house—March
toward New London—Destruction of Town and other Prop-
my, 43 ; Infamy of Arnold— .Attack on Fort Griswold—De-
fense and Capture—Murder of Colonel Ledyard, 44; Cruel-
ties at Fort Griswold— Depa>ture of the Enemy, 4.5.

Expedition, Naval, agninst British Schooner Gaspee. under
Brown, in 177:>, 61 ; Arrival of armed Boats—Combat with
Lieutenant Duddington—Duddington wounded and convey-
ed to Pawtuxet—Schooner destroyed— Efforts to discover
[ncendiaries—Appointment of Commissioners for Detection
—Closing of their Labors in 1773—Names of Actors, 63.

Expedition, Secret, to Capture General Prescott, in 1777. un-
der Colonel Barton, 75 ; Prescott's Head quarters—Sentinel
deceived—Names of Barton's Men, 76; Seizure of Prescott
and his Aid— Convey them to Providence and New York,
77.

Expedition, American Volunteer, against Cow-boys, in 1780—
Names of the Party—Their Capture of Andrd. 187.

Expedition (American) against Rhode Island, in 1777—Resig-
nation of General Spencer—Appointment of Sullivan— Ar-
rival of French Fleet at Newpor: -Stratagem of English

—

Increase of Land Forces by New England Militia, 80; De-
struction of British Vessels by English-Landing of Ameri-
cans on Rhode Island—Naval Battle—Violent Tempest, 81

;

State of American Troops—Refusal of French to cooperate
—Sail for Boston—Protest against Sailinz, 82; Retreat of
Americans to Butts's Hill—Battle of Quaker Hill— Loss of
Belligerents, 83; Evacuation of Rhode Island by Americans,
84.

Kxpedition (British) against Rhode Island, under Clinton, in
1780—General Heath receives Reenforrements of Troops

—

Clinton proceeds to Huntington Bay—Abandons the Enter-
prise, 86.

Expedition (British) against New Bedford, in 1778, under Sir
Henry Clinton—Landing of Grey on Clark's Neck—Destruc-
tion of Shipping in the Harbor—Burns Masazine. Stores,
Wharves, Houses, &c.—Grey proceeds to Martha's Vineyard
—Destroys Vessels— Makes Requisition for Arms, Money,
Oxen, and Sheep, 84.

Expedition (British) to Peekskill. under Sir William Howe, in
1777—Scheme and Stratagem to capture and destroy Cattle
and military Stores at PeekskiU — MDimgall commences
sending Stores to Forts Clinlon and Montgomery— Vessels
of Enemy arrive at Tarrytown, Haverslraw, and PeekskiU
Bay—Landing of Enemy at PeekskiU—MDou gall retreats to
Gallows Hill—Sends to" Fort Constitution for Detachment
under Colonel Willett— Skirmish ensues— Destruction of
Stores and other Property—Destruction of Continental Vil-

lage, 173 ; PeekskiU repossessed bv Americans. 174.
Expedition against Trenton, under Washington, in 1776, 227

;

Victory of Americans over the Hessians, 229; Good Effect
of the Victory at Trenton, 231.

Expedition against Princeton, under Washington, in 1777, and
its Success, 232-280.

Expedition (Hessian) against Fort Mercer, at Red Bank, in
1777,293; Donop, the Hessian Commander, mortally wound-
ed—Retreat to Haddoiitield, 294.

Expedition to Barren Hill, under La Fayette, in 1778, 328.
Expedition, proposed, against Canada, in 1777, under La Fay-

ette, 339.

Expedition to French Creek, under Washington, in 1753

—

Washington joined by French and Indian Interpreters—Pro-
ceeds across the AUeghnnies to Fort Duquesne—Descends
the Ohio to Logstown—Holds Council with Indian Chiefs,
473; Joined by Tanacharison (Half Kins) — Proceeds to
French Camp at Venango—Received with Civility by Jon-
caire—Thence to Head quarters at Fort Le Bceuf—Received
with Politeness by M De St. Pierre—Accomplishes his Mis-
sion—Returns to Williamsburg, 474.

Expedition, under Washington, asainst the French at Fort Du-
quesne, in 17.54, 475; Erects Fort Necessity — Proceeds to
Hiding-place of the French— Assaults them "by Surprise, and
gains a Victory, 475; Succeeds to chief Command on Death
of Fry—Holds Council of War—Strengthens his Position at
Fort Necessity—Attacked by the French— Capitulates—Loss—Returns toWilliamsburg. 470, 477.

Expeditions (British), marauding, to Bristol and Tiverton in
1778, under Prescott—Boats and Galley on Kickemuet River
destroyed—Church and Dwellings at Warren burned—Rob
Inhabitants of live Stock. Jewelry, &c.. 77; Burn Episcopal
Church at Bristol and other Buildings, and plunder the Town
—Burn Mills at Tiverton—Attempt to fire and plunder the
Town—Repulsed by Patriots, 78.

Expedition (British) against .St. .Augustine In 1701 745.

."•ixpedition (British) up Hudson River, under Sir Henry Clin-

ton in 1777— .Stratagem of Clinton to mi»li>nd Putnatn

—

Landing of his Troops at Tarrytown, 165; Skirmishes near
Doodletown and Fort Montgomery, 166, 167 ; Treachery of
Messenger—Putnam deceived—Forts Clinton and Montgom-
ery taken, 167; Americans tire their own Vessels and flee

—

Enemy proceed to Kingston, destroying Obstructions in the
River and other Property, burning Towns, &c.—Estimate of
Loss of Munitions, Stores, &,c., ofAmericans, 168.

Expedition (British), marauding, up the Delaware in 1778
Proceeds to Bordentovvn and Bile's Island, burning Houses
and destroying other Property—Returns to Philadelphia with
little Booty and no Glory, 220.

Expedition (British), marauding, to Hampton, in 1813, under
Cockburn, 532.

Expedition (British), marauding, against Lower Virginia, un
der Dunmore, in 1775—Sends Soldiers ashore at Norfolk to
seize Holt's printing Establishment — Corporation sends
aboard Letter of Remonstrance to Dunmore—Attack upon
Hampton and other Points on Elizabeth and James Rivers

—

Penetrates Princess Anne County to plunder and lay waste—Declares open War against Lower Virginia—Attempts to
bring Indians against Colonies—Norfolk County Ciilled to
Arms under Woodford and Bullitt — Dunmore construct*
Batteries and Intrenchments at Norfolk—Arms Tories and
Blacks—Orders country People to send in Cattle, 534 ; For
tifies Passage of Elizabeth River at Great Bridge—Battle at
Great Bridge—British driven off in Confusion to the Norfolk
Side—The killed and wounded—Treatment of Prisoners

—

Dunmore greatly exasperated—Woodford enters Norfolk in
Triumph—Joined by General Howe — Dunmore abandons his
Intrenchments—Distress prevails in his Ships—Fired upon
by Americans— Arrival of British Frigate Liverpool— Com
niences bombarding Norfolk, 536; Lays Town in Ashes —
Distress of the People— British driven back to their Ships
with Loss, 537; Operates at Gwyn's Island, and then joins
naval Force in New York—Sails to England—Amount of
Properly destroyed, 538.

Expedition (British), marauding, to Virginia, in 1781, under
Cornwallis—Reaches Roanoke at Halifax-Tarleton's Corps
sent forward as Advance Guard—Commits Outrages on In-
habitants and Property—Arrives at Petersburg—Joined by
Arnold -Cornv/allis as-umes chief Command, 547 ; Receives
Re-enforcements from New York at Wt stover— Marches to
ward Richmond—Attempts to intercept Wayne and La Fay-
ette—Sends Simroe to Point of Fork to surprise St< uben

—

Dispatches Tarleton and Champagne to attempt Capture of
Jefferson and Members of Virgin a Legislature at Charlottes-
ville—Attempts to de.-troy American Stores at Albemarle
Old Court House—Hastens to Williamsbura, 550.

Expedition (British), marauding, to North Carolina, under Sir
Henry Clinton, in 1776, 587.

Expedition (British), under Mawhood, njainst military Posts
in New Jersey, in 1778—Skirmish between Siincoe's Rangers
and Americans, under Smith, at Quintan's Bridge—Enemy
foiled, 344 ; Simcoe proceed-i to Hancock's Bridiie—M.is-a( re
of all the Inmates of Hancock's House—Return to i'hiladt-I-

phia. 34.5.

Expedition (British) to Virginia, under Arnold. Philip->, and
Cornwallis, in 1780—Departure of Arnold from New York-
Detained by contrary Winds—Enters Hampton Roads— Pro-
ceeds to JamestowM and We^tover. 4.33 ; Lands bis Forces-
Marches toward Richmond, 434 ; Takes Pos.-ession of the
Town—Destroys the Cannon Foundery and Magazine—Plun
d(!rs Houses, 435; Burns public and "private Buildings and
other Property—Withdraws to We.-tover—Reembarks

—

Commits other Depredations on the River and Shoies of
Virginia Bays—Pursued by Americans—Establishes Head-
quarters at Portsmouth, 436 ; Skirmish of Simcoe's Rangers
at Long Bridge with American Videttes. 443; At Charles
City Court House -.Simcoe collects his Prisimers and joins
Arnold at Westover, 444; Cornwallis arrives, in 1781, at Pe-
tersburg, from North Carolina—Proceeds to Portsmouth-
Pursued by La Fayette and Wayne—Battle at Spencer's Or-
dinary-Stratagem of S:mcoe, 464 ; March of Cornwallis for
Jamestown Lsland, 465; Battle at Jamestown Ford, 467;
Americans retreat to Point near Jamestown—Cornwallis to
Portsmouth — Tarleton dispatched to destroy American
Stores at New London (Va.)—Meets Cornwallis at Suffolk

—

Whole Army return to Portsmouth— Number of killed and
wounded in Battle. 468.

Expedition, under Braddock, against the French at Fort Du
quesne. in 1755—Marches from Alexandria to Will's Creek
—Destruction of Fort Cumberland—Braddock separates his
Army into two Divisions—Joins Washington at Junction of
Y'oughiogheny and Mononjahela Rivers—Leaves Dunbar in
command of Fort Cumberland—Proceeds to Fort Duquesne,
477; Alarm of the French— Conflict ensues—Confusion of
both Parties- Washin Eton adopts provincial Mode of Fight
ing—Awful Carnage—Braddock killed, 478; Utter Defeat ot
the British—Loss and wounded, 479.

Expeditions of Gilbert and Sir Walter Raleigh to colonize Vir
ginia, 448, 449. 450, 451.

Expedition to Virginia by Gosnold, Weymouth, and Pring, 451.
Expedition, under Forbes, against Fort Duquesne in 1758

—

Washinaton and Byrd proceed to Will's Oeek—Boquet ex-
ceeds his Instructions—Grant attempts to capture Fort Du-
quesne—Retreat with Lo«»— French pursue and attack Bo-
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quet'8 Camp—Battle— French bum Fort Duquesne on ap-
proach of Forbes—Escape down the Ohio— Forbes takes
Possession of Kuiiis of the Fort— Establishes a Garrison, and
names it after I'itt— Returns, with principal Officers, to Will-
iamsburg. 4tO.

Expedition to the Scioto, under Dunmore, in 1774—Lewis fol-

lows the Great Kenawha to the Ohio—Dunmore crosses the
Mountains to the Ohio, above Wheeling—General Andrew
Lewis encamps at I'oint Pleasant—Attacked by (Jornstalk,
487 ; Colonel Charles Lewis and Hugh Allen mortally wound-
ed—Lewis's Line gives way—Fleming attacks the Enemy's
Right—Sustained by Colonel Field—Indians driven back

—

Cornstiilk cheers his Men — Indians retreat at Night—The
killed and wounded—Lewis receives Orders to proceed to
the Scioto—Leaves Shelby in command at Point Pleasant—
Dunmore erects FortGower at Mouth ofGreat Hockhocking,
488 ; Treaty with Indians at Camp Charlotte, 489 ; Returns
to Virginia, 491.

Expedition to Rod Stone Old Fort, Monongahela River, in
1774. 489.

Expedition, under Clarke, against British Forts on Western
Rivers and Lakes, in 1778—Proceeds to Corn Island, at Falls
of the Ohio— Joined by Kenton, 494; Descends to Mouth of
the Tennessee— Accepts services of Hunters as (iuides

—

Marches for a dist^mce down the Ohio—Thence by Land to
Kaskaskia—Takes Fort by Surprise— Captain Bowman pro-
ceeds to Cahokia, 49o ; Captures two small Towns, and takes
Cahokiaby Surprise—Inhabitants take the Oath of Allegiance
to American Cause— Prepares to besiege Fort Vincennes

—

Joined by Father Gibault and Inhabitants of the Town—Ex-
pels Garrison from the Fort, and plants the American Flag,
49H.

Expedition, under Clark, against Vincennes, in 1779—Sends
Captain Rogers to Mouth of White River—Traverses drown-
ed Lands of Illinois—Encamps near Vincennes—Demands
immediate Surrender of Place and Fort, 496 ; Resisted by
Hamilton — ("onflirt ensues — Victorious— Garrison made
Prisoners of War—Hamilton sent to Virginia, 497.

Expedition, under Byrd, against Kentucky Forts, in 1780—Pro-
ceeds, with Canadians and Indians, to Falmouth and Rud-
dell's Station, on the Licking—Surrender of Ruddell— In-
dians capture Men, Women, and Children—Destroy Proper-
ty—Army proceeds to and captures Martin's Station—Re-
turns to Detroit, OUO.

Exjjedition, un<ier Boone, to Blue Licks, in 1782—Joined by
Trigg and Todd at Bryant's Station—Proceeds toward Lower
lilue Licks—Ktntuckians hold Council of War—Pursue the
Enemy, falling into Ambuscade—Nearly surrounded by In-

dians in Concealment—Death ofyoung Boone—Kentuckians
retreat across the Stream—Pursued, with great Loss, 51)1.

Expedition, under Clarke, against Indian 'I'owns on the Scioto,
in 178:2—.Assembles at Mouth of the Licking—Crosses the
Ohio, and proceeds to the Scioto, accompanied by Kenton as
Pilot—Natives escape-Americans burn Villages, Corn-fields,
and Orchards—Return to Mouth of Licking, 501.

Expedition (British) to Portsmouth, under Leslie, in 1780, .'').39.

Expedition (British) to Petersburg, under Arnold and Phillips,

in 1781—Land at City Point—March for Petersburg—Simcoe
attacks Patriots at Williamsburg, and takes Yorktown—Phil-
lips lands near Burwell's Ferry—Virginians flee on approach
of Simcoe, 543; British proceed to Blandford—Attack Steu-
ben—.Americans retreat—Pursued by Enemy to Blandford
Church— British fired upon by Steuben, from Archer's Hill—He retires to Chesterfield Court House—Loss—Destruction
of Property, 544; Arnold proceeds to Osborne's— Phillips
marches to Chesterfield Court House— Virginians driven
from the opposite Shore at Osborne's—Whole Fleet and
Stores captured or destroyed, 545 ; Marauders proceed to-

ward Richmond—Destroy Tobacco and other Property at

Manchester— March to Warwick— Destroy Ships on the
Stocks. Flour. Tobacco, &c., and burn the Town—Return to
Pi'tersburg, 54b'.

Expeditions, under Barnwell and Moore, against Southern In-

dians, 562.

Expedition, under Tryon, against Regulators in North Carolina,
in 1771—Encampment of Tryon, on the Eno. .575 ; Waddel
crosses the Yadkin—Desertion of his Men—Pursued by In-

surgents—Skirmish ensues—Several taken Prisoners— Es-
capes himself to Salisbury—Tryon presses forward toward
the .411amance— Battle with the Regulators, 576: Killed and
wounded. .577 : Tryon returns to Newberne, exhibiting Pris-

oners on the Waj-— Exacts Oath of Allegiance from People

—

Levies contriljutions of Provisions—Otters reward for Hus-
band and other Hegiilators—Burns Houses—Destroys Crops
—Holds Courts Martial for trying civil Cases—Condemns
twelve, and Executes six Prisoners, 578.

Kxpedition, under Colonel Moore, against Highlanders in North
Carolina, in 1776-Marches toward Cross Creek— Fortifies
Camp —Cuts off Communication between M:Donald and Mar-
tin — Hi:ihlan(iers approach, 584 ; Pursued by Moore, .585

;

Patriots cast up Breast-work near Moore's Creek Bridge, .567

;

Conflict— Highlanilers routed, dispersed, or made Prisoners—The killed and wounded, .588.

Expedition, under Lee, to the Haw, in pursuit of Tarleton, in
1781— .\mericans cross the Haw—Lee determines to surprise
the Enemy—Resorts to Stratagem, 592 ; Attacks and defeats

a Band of Tories—Resumes his March in pursuit of Tarleton—Pursues him to the Haw—Tarleton escapes to Hillsbor-
ough, 593.

Expedition to King's Mountain, against Ferguson, in 1780—Ac-
count of, by Gates, 631; March to the Cowpens, 632; Pur-
suit of Ferguson—The Battle, 633; Surrender of the British
and Tories—Loss—Death of Ferguson, 634 ; Execution of
Tories—Character of the Battleground, 635.

Expeditions against Chcrokees, under Montgomery, Grapt, and
Middleton, in 1760-61, 646.

Expedition against Cherokees, in 1776, under Rutherford and
Pickens, 648.

Expedition against Tories, in Carolina, in 1780, unde*- Williams,
650.

Expeditions of Huek and Cunningham in South Carohna, 659.

Expedition against St. Augustine, under Oglethorpe, in 1740,
723.

Expedition of Spaniards into Georgia in 1742, 723.
Expedition against Tories, at St. Augustine, in 1776-7, 727, 728.
Expedition to Florida, under Howe, in 1778, 729 ; Failure, 730.
Expedition (British) against Savannah in 1778, under Campbell,

730.

Expedition of Marion against Tories in 1760, 769; Pursued by
Wemyss- Retreat of the latter—Defeat of Tyne—Skirmish
near Georgetown, 770.

Expedition against Georgetown, under Marion and Lee, in
1781— Its Failure, 771.

Expedition against Pirates, under Captain Kidd, in 1699, 785.
Expedition of British to Staten Island in 1777, 836.
Extortion of public Officers in North Carolina, in 1768, 571.
Eyre, Colonel, lands at Groton in 1781, 43; 'Pakea possession

of Fort Griswold, 44.

Fair Haven plundered by British in 1778, 84.

Falls, Yantic, destroyed by public Improvements, 36.

Falls of the Catawba, Notice of, 657.
Falls, Mr., Notice of, 628.

Faneuil Hall conver.ted into a Theater by the British, 15.

Fanning, David, Leader of Tories in North Carolina in 1781, 777.
Fanning, Edmund, Notice of, 571, 572; Legal Trial of—Fined,

572; Outrages upon—Biographical Sketch of, 574.
Farr, Mr, and Family, murdered by Pine Robber Fenton, 368.
Fast-day in Virginia in 1774, 486.

Faucett, Thomas, supposed to have shot Braddock, 479.
Faugeres, Margaretta V,, Quotation from—Biographical Sketch
of— Sutt'erings, 130, 131.

Fauquier. Francis, Deputy Governor of Virginia in 1758, 473.
479; Dissolves House of Burgesses in 1764—Refuses to call
House together, 483 ; Death of in 1768, 484.

Fay, Theodore S., Quotation from, 98.

Fendall, Josiah, succeeds William Stone as Governor of Mary
land in 1656—Arrested by Protestants, 398; Surrenders his
Trust to Lord Baltimore— Accepts a new Commission as
Governor—Succeeded by Philip Calvert—Arrested and found
guilty of Treason—Pardoned, but declared forever inehi'ible
for Oflice, 399.

Fenton, Pme Robber. Notice of—His Death, 368.
Ferguson, Adam, Notice of, 349.

Ferguson, Major Patrick, Grave of, near King's Mountain, 629:
In Skirmish at Greene's Spring in 1780, 630; Biographical
Sketch of—Death of, 634.

Ferguson, Colonel, killed in Battle at Rocky Mount in 1780, 659.
Ferguson, Mrs., Notice of, 3,50; Anecdote of, 351.
Fersen, Count, at Siege of Yorktown in 1781, 514.
Few, James, hung by Tryon after Battle on the Allamance In

1771, 577.

Field, Colonel, in Expedition to the Scioto in 1774, 488.
Fishing Creek— Its Associations, 656.

Fish, Colonel Nicholas, Notice of, 100.

Fishkill, Notice of—Described by Chastellux in 1780—Scene
of Barnum's "Spy Unmasked"—Place of Encampment of
American Army—Of Session of New York Legislature, 1'22;

Ancient Dutch Church, 123; Trinity Church, 124; Place of
printing the first Constitution of New York State— Head-
quarters of Baron Steuben—Place where Society of Cincin-
nati was formed, 125.

Fire-arms manufactured in America prior to Revolution, 18;
Antiquity of, 66.

Fish, Preserved, Notice of, 521.
Fitzgerald, Colonel John, Aidde-camp to Washington in Battle

of Princeton—Anecdote of, 239.
Flag. British, surrendered to Washington at Yorktown, ,528 ;

Replaced by American at Fort George in 1783, 8.39.

Flag of the Union unfurled for the first time at Cambridge in
1776—Washington's Letter relative to, 9 ; Color of, changed
—Adopted by Congress in 1777, 10; Ordered to be taken
down in New York by Cunningham, 8-39.

Flag of Truce. Violation of, at Teller's Point, 150.

Flag of Morgan's Rifle Corps, 637.

Flag, Republican, of South Carolina in 1775. 751.
Fleet. American, Names of Vessels of, in the Delaware in 1777
—Under Command of Captain Hazlewood, 293.

Fleet, British, driven from Boston Harbor by Lincoln in 1776,
15; Blockades New London in 1813, 45; Arrives at Newport
in 177.5, 73 : Sails for America in 1778, under Admirals Byron
and Hyde Parker, 78 ; Arrives at Sandy Hook from the Dels
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ware, under Lord Howe, in 1778, 79, 81 ; Proceeds to New-
port with twenty five Sail — Encounters severe Gale, 81;
Enjngement with P'rench Fleet, 8:2; Proceeds to Bositon—
iU'turns to New York, 84; On American Coast reenlbrced
in 1780 by Admiral Graves. 87; Blockades Narraganset Bay.
88; Enters Chesapeake and Delaware Bays in 1777, under
Lord Howe, 29.3: In James River, under Arnold, in 1781, 4.'il

;

In Chesapeake Bay in I64f), under Sir George Ayscue, 4.59;

In Chesapeake Bay in 1781. .512, .540; Rendezvous of. at Nor-
folk Harbor in 177.5, .5:?4 : Arrives at Hampton Roads in 1779,

538; In Gardiner's Bay in 1781, 540; Arrives at Charleston,
in Command of Admiral Parker, in 1770, 7.53; At Siege of
Charleston in 1780, 7tl4 ; Arrives at Sandy Hook, under Lord
Howe, in 1776.800.

Fleet. French, sails tor St. Domingo in 1782,56 ; Sails for Amer-
ica in 1778, under Count D'E.-taina. 73; Arrives at Delaware
Bay—Sails for Sandy Hook—Anchors at Month of Shrews-
bury River— Arrives at Newport to cooperate with Sullivan,

80; Leaves Newport Harbor to attack Admiral Howe—Re-
ceives Injury from the Storm—Attacked by Howe's Fleet,

81; Contest ended, 82; Arrives off Coast of Virginia, and en-
ters Newport Harbor in 1780. under Admiral De Ternay

—

Names and Rate of Ves.--els, 87; In West Indies, desisned to
join Ternay, 88: In Chesapeake Bay. under M. De Tilley, in

1781, 436; In West Indies in 1781, .509; Arrival of, in the
Chesapeake, under De Grasse. 511 ; Sails for West Indies
after Siege of Yorktown. under De Gras.se. 529; Sent to the
Chesapeake to intercept British in 1781—Captures the Romu-
lus and ten small Vessels — f^nsagement with Arbnthnot, .540;

Appearance near Tybee Islatid, Savannah, in 1779, 734 ; Ap-
proaches Charleston in 1780, 767.

Fletcher, Governor, tidies Provincial Government of Pennsyl-
vania in 1692, 256.

Forbes, General .lohn, biojrraphical Sketch of— Commands
Expedition against Fort Duquesne in 1758. 479: Proceeds to

Scene of Action—Holds Council of War—Takes Possession
of Ruins of Fort, 480.

Forbes, Capt John, mortally wounded in Battle of Guilford, 609.

Force, Peter, Notice of, 524.

Fordyce, Captain, at Battle of Great Bridge, near Norfolk, in

177.5, ,535.

Fort Fayette, Bombardment of, in 1779, 180.

Fort MHenry, near B iltimore. Bombardment of, in 1814, 389.

Fortifications, on Dorchester Heii;ht3. in 1776, 11 ; Revolution
ary. Remains of, near Boston, described, 23, 24 ; Fort Trum-
bull, New London.41. 42; Fort Griswold, 41.42, 43.44, 4;5, 46;
Pequot Fort, 47; Of Rhoiie Island, 80; Indian Fort, near
Kinjston, Rhode Island, 94; Canonicut or Dumplin2Fort,97

;

At Plum Point, Hudson River. 113; At West Point. Fort Ar-
nold, Fort Clinton, 133: Fort Putnam, 133. 134, 13.5, 139: Fort
Constitution, 13.5. 139 : Fort Webb—Fort Willis, 139 : At Ver-
planck's Point, 175; Stony Point. 176; Near Dohbs's Ferry,
194; Forts Hamilton and La Fayette, at N.irrows, 217: Fort
Washington and Fort Lee. near New York, Capture of. 221;
Fort Nassau, at Cape May— Fort Oplandt. near Lewi.^ton,
251 : Fort Mercer, at Red Bank, on the Delaware, 290, 291;
In Philadeljihia, .309 ; At Quintan's Bridsie, 344 ; Fort Charles,
near Richmond. Virginia. 432; Ruins of, at Jamestown, 463

;

French, established in the Valley of the Ohio, 472; Fort Du-
quesne, erected in 1754, 475: Fort Cumberland, at Will's
Creek, built in 1755, 477; Fort Pitt, at Pittsburgh, briilt in

1758, 480 ; At Point Pleasant, on the Great Kenawha—Fort
Gower. on the Great Hockhocking, 488; Fort Boone, Ken-
tucky River, Topography of 492; Fort l.oian, Kentucky,
493; At Kaskaskia and Vincennes, 496; Fort Henry, at
Wheeling Creek, Erection of in 1774, 497; Fort M Into-ih

anil Fort Laurens, in Ohio County, ,500; At Yorktown, .509,

510; On Governor's Island, New York, constructed in 1800,
517 ; At Mouth of James River. .531 : Near Norfolk, .535, 541

;

At Craney Island, 541 : Fort Heni-y. at Petersburg. 542; Fort
Frederick, Maryland. .5.53; Fort Johnson, on Cape Fear Riv-
er, destroyed iti 177.5. .5;-l : Forts Prince Georse. Moore, and
Loudon, erected in Georsia and Carolina in 1755, 645 ; Fort
Motte, South Carolina, 683 ; Fort Granby, Capture of, in
1781. 688; Fort Galphin. Capture of—Fort Ninety-six, Forti-
fying of 690; Fort Watson, South Carolina. 706; Fort Au-
gusta. Georgia—Fort Moore, near Sand-bar Ferry. 710 ; Forts
Cornwallis and Grierson. South Carolina. 715 ; Ruins of
Oglethorpe's Barracks, at Frederica, 722; Remains of French
Lines near Savannah, 7.37 : Sprins Hill Redoubt, 728 ; At
Charleston. 752. 7.57 ; At New York, 799, 806. 816; On Lons
Island. 806, 807 ; Forts Washington and Lee, 821 ; Fort
Washinston. New York, mi'naced by the Briti.«h in 1776,

825: Cock hill Fort—Fort Tryon, 826; Fort Georgf-, 826.
834; At Paulus's Hook (Jersey City), 828; Lee, abandoned
by Americans, 828 ; Fort Franklin, at Lloyd's Neck, 833

;

Fort Slongo. 834.

Forts MerceV and Mifflin. Topography of, 290, 290 ; Stormed
by British in 1777. 293. 295.

Four-hole Swamp, described, 697.

Fox, Opinion of the British Army, in America, in 1775, 19.

Fox, George, Character of. 2.5.5.

France, warns het People that what they do for Americans
they must do at their own risk, 19; Issues Orders to seize
British Vessels in French Ports in 1778, 78 ; Acknowledges
Independence of United States in 1778, 346.

Francisco. Feats of, at Battle of Guilford, 610.

Frankfort, attempt to surprise by British in 1777—Withdrawa
of Americans to Philadephia, 248.

Frankford Mills, celebrated for their Flour, 248.

Frankland, Organization of, 633.

Franklin. Dr. Benjamin, receives Funds from "Constitutional
.Society," to b<3 applied to the Relief of Widows, Orphans,
and others, 17; On Committee of Congress in 1775,22;
Grave of—Epitaph of 249 ; Contends that Proprietary Es-

tates of Pennsylvania should be taxed in common with oth-

er Property in 1764—Appointed Provincial Agent to urge
the Measure before the Kinj, 257; Favors Stamp Act, lam-

pooned by Caricatures and Placards, in Philadelphia, in 1765,

258 ; Eulogized by Abb6 Raynal, 288 ; House of, in Philadel-

phia, plundered by British in 1778—Inventor of the Armon-
ica, 310 ; Bequeaths his Walking-stick to Washington, 407:

His Printing press, 409; Appointed by Georgia a Provincial

Agent in Great Britain in 1768, 724; In Committee of Con-
gress, to confer with Plowe, in 1776, 814.

Franklin, Governor William, biographical Sketch of 217.

Franklin. Mrs. Deborah, Grave of, 249; Courageously rem.aina

at her Dwelling during Mob in Philadelphia in 1765, 258.

Franks, Major David S., Notice of, 157.

Eraser, Colonel, in Battle of Guilford in 1781, 609.

Eraser. Major, killed in Battle at Musgrove's Mill in 1780, 6.50.

Frazior, Lieutenant, in Expedition to Fort Duquesne in 1754,

475.

Frederica, Georgia, Foundation of—Ruins of Oglethorpe's Bar-
racks, 722.

Fredericksburg. Virginia, Notice of, 423 ; Formerly the Uesi.

deni-e of WashiuL'ton's Mother, 426.

Frelinshuysen, Colonel Frederick, biographical Sketch of, 218.

Frelinghuysen, Hon. Theodore, Notice of 219.

Frenchman. My.'^terious, appears before Committee of Congress
in ]775^Declare3 that King of France would render Aid to

Cause of .American Liberty. 22.

Freneau. Philip, Quotation from, 351, 3G6, 482, 506, 573, 699.

Friday, Mr., Anecdote of, 690.

Fiohock, John, Notice of. 567, 571.

Fry, Colonel Joshua, in Expedition to Fort Duquesne in 1754

—Biographical Sketch of, 475.

Gadsden, Governor Christopher, biographical Sketch of, 748

;

Sent to St. Augustine as Prisoner in 1780, 768.

Gage, Colonel, wounded in Battle at Fort Duquesne in 1755,

479.

Gaie, General, secretly concerned in exciting Indians against

Whites. 497.

Gainey, Major, joins Marion's Ranks, 777.

Gaine. Hush. Quotation from, 796.

Gallows Hill, Notice of, 172.

Galloway. Joseph, Notice of, 224 ; Biographical Sketch of, 269.

Galphin, Milledgc, Claim of 690.

Galvan. Major, at Battle near Jamestown Island in 1781, 467.

'Game Cock," French (La Fayette), Notice of, 466.
• Game Cock," Carolinian (General Sumter), 653.

Gamrael, Professor, Notice of 58.

Garden, Major. Quotation from, 365.

Garrison. Beverley^. Notice of, 159, 163 ; Recollections of, 164.

Gaspce, British Srhooner, burned in Narraganset Bay in 177%
60 ; History of her Destruction in Doggerel Verse, 63.

Giispee Point, described. 59, 60.

Gitston, Judge Joseph, Patriotism of 647.

Gaston. William, Quotation from, .565. 656.

Gatenois, Colonel, at Siege of Y'orktown. in 1781, 519.

Gates, General Horatio, treats orders of Washington with In-

difference—Expects to supersede Wa.shington as Command-
er-in-Chief, 297: Conspires against Washington in 1778. 336

;

Letter to Washington, accusing Wilkinson of Deceit—Ilis

Quarrel with the latter, 338 ; Deceives La Fayette, 339 ; Hia
Disclaimer, 340; Courtesy to Greene on his Arrival in (-aro-

lina in 1780, .596; Retreats to Charlotte after Battle of Cam-
den, 623 : Retires to Salisbury. 624 : Account of Expedition
against Ferguson. 631 ; Appointed to Command of Southern
Campaign in 1780. 668: Biocraphical Sketch of, 66i) ; En-
camps near Rujely's Mill, 670; Marches toward Camden,
671 ; Censured for Defeit of Americans at Sanders's Cr.'ck

—

Retreats to Hillsborough, 675; Reception of (Sreene—Issues

Parol.-, 676.

Gates, Sir Thomas, Depvity Governor of Virginia in 160,*—Re-
turns to England, 4.56; Arrives again at Jamestown with
Emigrants and Supplies, 457; Assumes Functions of Gov-
ernment —Deleeates his Authority to Dale, and returns to

England in 1614, 457.

Gee, Colonel, Capture of, 555
Gee, Mr . Notice of, 5.5.5,

Giigi r, Emily, conveys Message to Sumter from Greene, 694;
Her Courage and Arrest, 695.

Generals, an ient, Pomp of, 407; Revolutionary, all Master
Masons, 437,

Georse I., knights and presents with Silver Horseshoe, Spotts-
wood. 472.

George II.. Portrait of, at Nassau Hall. Princeton, pierced by
Anu'rican Cannon-hall in 1777. 2.38. 243.

George III., irritated by Wilkes's Address—Proclaims his Pre-
rogative to choose where he should receive Communicationfl
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from his SubjectSj 17; Sjieech in Parliament in 1775, IS;
Ills false Hopes—Makes application to iMantiuiP P"wers of
Europe to prevent Intervention in Ameiica, 1 ) ; Writes an
auto,'rapli Letter to Stntes General of Holland, to dispose
of their Scotch Brigade—Enters into Treaty with German
Princes for Mercenaries to tight Americans—Opposed by
Chiipelle in Assembly of St>itcs of Overyssel, 20, 2L; Speech
in Pailijiment in 177S, relative to Alliance of France and
United St.itcs 79 ; Erection of Equesti-ian Statue in Bowhng
Green, New York, in 1770—Destroyed in 177S, 28\ 817.

Ueorgetown, South Carolina, captured by Marion in 1781. 773.

Georgia, exempted by Congress from Requisition of Funds in

1780, 87 ; Leaves Delegates free to vote relative to Declara-
tion of Independence, 271); Curious Legislative Act of— Re-
publican Legislature and Governor of 710; Charter for, 721

;

Early History of, 722; Invaded by Spaniards in 17-12—Gov
crned by President and Council in 17-13—Becomes a royal
Province in 1752, 723; Committee of Correspondence in

17(i8 : Opposes Stamp Act in 1770. 72-1 ; Elects Delegates to

Continental Congress in ]77(i—Passes Resolution to raise

Continental Troops—Issues BiUsof Credit, 727: Organization
of it3 Civil Government, 728 ; Royal Government re-establish-

ed in 177'.), 734.

Gerard. M., first French Minister to United States, an-ives in

the Delaware with French Fleet in 1778, 78, 79 ; Presents
himself to Congr<!ss, 79.

Genniiine, Lord George, succeeds Lord Dartmouth as Colonial
Secretary, 19.

German Princes, Treaty of, with George III., for Mercenaries
against Americans, 20, 21.

Germans (Palatines), Settlement of, in South Carolina, in

1748, 78G.

Germantown, Notice and early Settlement of—Described in

1700, 313; Residence of government Officers at various Pe-

riods—Headquarters of General Howe—Chew's House, 314

;

In Possession of British in 1777, 31.3 ; Topography of, 316.

Ghost's Complaint, Stanzas from, 241.

Gibault, Father, favors Design of Clarke for capturing Vin-
cennes in 1778. 49(i.

Gibbon.s, Lieutenant, at Storming of Stony Point in 1779, 181.

Gibhs, Caleb, Captain Commandant of Washington's Life Guard,
120, 127; Notice of, 334.

Gibb.s, Governor, Notice of, (i4.

Gibson, Colonel George, mortally wounded at St. Clair's De-
feat in Ohio, 490.

Gibson. General John, marries Logan's Sister^Provides for

her Infant after her Massacre, 489 ; Biographical Sketch of,

490; Left in Command of Fort Laurens in 1778, .WO.

Gilbeit, Sir Humphrey, receives Lands in North America in

1.578, 448 ; Arrives at Newfoundland in 1583—Sails south-
ward in the Squirrel—Perishes, with all his Crew, in a Tem-
pest, 449.

Gimat, Colonel, at Siege of Vorktown in 1781. 518.

Girty, Simon, and his tory Associates—Attacks Fort Henry at

Wheeling Creek with Indians in 1777 ; Demands uncondition-
al Surrender—Refused by Colonel Sheppard. 498 ; Burns
Houses—Kills Cattle—Commits other Depredations, and de-

parts—Character of, 499.

Gist, General Mordecai, biographical Sketch of, G71.

Glenn, (jovernor of South Carolina, causes Forts to be erected
on the Savannah, in 17.55, 567.

Gloucester invested by Americans, 515.

Godfrey, Thomas. Glazier of Pennsylvania State House, 271.

Gold Region of North Carolina, GIR. f>27.

Gooch, William, Deputy Govemor of Virginia, in 1727, 473.

Gordon. Dr.. En-or of, concerning great Chain across the Hud-
son. 138 ; Quotation from, 340.

Gookin, Daniel, biographical Sketch of, 92.

Gosnolil, Bartholomew, sails for Virginia, in 1606, under New-
port. 451 ; Explores Coast of New England in 1602, 452.

Gosport. taken by British in 1779, 538.

Gould, Haimah F., Quotation from, 121, 254.

Gouvion, French Engineer at West Point in 1778, 136.

Government, British," issues Proclamation for suppressing Re-
bellion, preventitig seditious Conespondences. &c., 17.

Governors, colonial, convened at Annapolis and Alexandria to

plan Expeditions against the French in 1755, 477.

Governor's Island, refortltied in 1600, 517; Fortified by the

Americans in 1776—A racing Ground, 802.

Goymes. Benjamin, one of Washington's Life Guard, 120.

Graljowski, Count, killed at Siege of Forts Clinton and Mont-
gomt'ry in 1777—Grave of, 168.

Grifm>*, Dr. Tliomas, Notice of, 3.50.

Grafton, Duke of, denounces the British Policy, and resigns, 19

;

Proposition to address the Kins negatived, 22.

Graham, William A.. Notice of, .592, 599.

Graham, Major, .loseph, in Expedition to the Haw in 1781, .592 ;

Biographical Sketch of— At Battle of Cowan's Ford, 598

;

Wounded in Skirmish at Charlotte in 1780, 626.

Graham. Gr'orgp, Biographical Sketch of, 626.

Grant, Colonel, in Expedition against Cherokees in 1761. 646.

Grant. G?neral, attempts to snrpiise La Fayette at Barren
Hill, in 1778. 328; In command at New York in 1776. 804.

Grant Mnjor. in Battle at Fort Duquesne in 1758. 480.

Grants of Land extending from Atlantic to Pacitic, 559.

Grass, Timolby, Origin of, 550.

Grave of Miantonomoh, 29: Uncus, 30 ; Trumbull, 35; Hunting-
ton, .31); Governors John and William Cranston, at New-
port 67 ; Ternay, at Newport, 8S ; Soldiers, at F'ishkill, 122 ;

Count Grabowski, at Fort Montgomery, 168 ; John Dean, a
Captor of Andre, at Sleepy Hollow. It7 ; Rev. Ji.mes F. Arm-
strong, at Trenlon, 246; St. Tain many, 247; Dr. Bmjamiu and
Deborah Frankln—General Mercer—General Charles Lee,
249; Colonel Donop. 290: General Agnew and Colonel Bird
318; La Fayette, 326; Philip Livingston, at Yoik, Peiinsyl
vania, 339 ; Colonel Monkton. at Freehold, 359. 363 ; Rev
Robert Roy—Rev. Mr. Woodhull, 359 ; Patriot-', at PaolL
372; Washington, at Mount Vernon, 417; Lady Wa.-hiiiirton,

418 ; Mary Washington, at Fredericksburg, 423. 427: Brad
dock, near Fort Necessity, Great Meadows, 479; Nelson Fam-
ily, at Y'orktown, 508; Major Gooch, near Y'orktown, 530;
General Stevens, near Culpepper Court House, Virginia, .535;

General Phillips, near Blandford, Virginia, 543 : Jefferson, at

Monticello, 548; Of the Slain in Regulator Battle, .59.3; John
Phifer, 616; Rev. Alexander Craighead, at Chailolte. North
Carolina, 616 ; Ferguson and others, near King's Monn^
ain, 629, 6.34 ; De Kalb. 668 ; General Nash. 675 ; OV the Slain
at Chatterton's Hill, 822; Of John Battin, 827.

Graves, Admiral, arrives at Newport with Fleet in 1780,87;
Proceeds against French Fleet in 1781—In Engagement oil'

Capes of Virginia, 512.

Gravesend Bay, Notice of, 804.

Gray, David, claimed to be the Reality of "Harvey Birch,"

123.

Gray, T., Quotation from, 6.54.

Grayson, Colonel William, Commissioner to treat with Howe
respecting Prisoners at Valley Forge—At Battle ofMonmouth
—Biographical Sketch of, 355.

Great Meadows described, 476.

Greene. Albert G., Notice of, 58.

Greene, Colonel Christopher, at Defense of Fort Mercer in

1777,293; Presented with Sword by Congress for Bravery

—

Biographical Sketch of—Murdered near Croton River by To
ries, 294 ; Monument at Red Bank, 295.

Greene, General Nathaniel, in Expedition against Rhode Island

in 1777, 80; Visits French Fleet off Newport in 1778, 82: At
Battle of Quaker Hill, 83; Head-quarters of, at New Wind-
sor, 114; Crosses the Hudson to Tappan in 1781, 145; De-
puted by Washington to confer with Robertson relative to

release of Andre, 201 ; Retreats from Fort Lee in 1776, 221;

At Battle of Trenton in 1776, 220; At Battle of Germantown
in 1778,317; At Battle of Monmouth, 362; At Battle of Bran-
dywine in 1777,382; Checks British at Brandywine, 383; In

command of Southeni Army in Virginia in 1781, 463; Ap-
pointed by Washington in command of the Southern Army
in 1780—Biographical Sketch of, .595; Arrival in Carolina-
Takes formal command of the Army, 596; Anecdote of, and
Portrait of George III., 598 ; Pursued by Cornwallis— His Re
treat to Guilford Court House, 600 ; Joined by General Lep,

601; Calls Council of War—Pursued across the Dan, 602,

604 ; His Dispatch to Jefferson, 604 ; Recrosses the Dan, 605,
Joined by^ Lee and Pickens—His whole Force cros.-^es the

Aliamance — Encamps between Troublesome Creek and
Reedy Fork, 605; Falls back across Headwaters of the Haw
—Encamps at Speedwell's Iron-works—Joined by l.awson,
Butler, and Eaton—Recrosses the Haw and Reedy Fork-
Encamps near Guilford Court House—Invites Cornwallis to

Battle, 606 ; Engagement ensue:—Prudently retreats to Rredy
Fork—Pursues Cornwallis to Deep River, 612; Ajiproach to

Camden. 613; Arrival at Charlotte in 1780—Takes comniiind
of Southern Army, 676; His Movements toward South Car-
olina in 1781—Encamps near Camden, 677; Withdraws to

Hobkirk's Hill—Joined by Carrington, 678 ; Defeated in Bat-

tle at Hobkirk's Hill, 680; Movement toward Foit Ninety-
six, 689 ; Siege of Ninety-six, 691 ; Retreats across the Salu-

da. 694 ; Marches against Rawdon at Orangeburg— I'etii'es to

High Hills of Santee. 695; In Battle at Eutaw Springs, 701;
Again on the High Hills—.\ttacks British Posts near Charles-
ton, 705, 775: Encampment near Jacksonborough, 776 : Re-
fuses to treat with Leslie. 777; Enters Charleston a Victor,

779; At Brooklyn, before the Battle there in 1776, 805; lu
command at Fort Lee. 825.

Greene, Rev. Zachariah, wounded in Skirmish at WhitemarsU
in 1777,321.

Green, Roger. Notice of. 5.59.

Greensboroiigh, North Carolina, Fire at, in 1849, 595.

Green Spring Plantation, Notice of. 446.

Green, Timothy. Successor to Thomas Short as Colonial Printer
to Connecticut in 1711, .50.

Gr>'en, Thomas, succeeded by William Stone as Governor of
Maryland in 1649, 398.

Greenwich, New York, Notice of, 795.

Gregory, Dr , Notice of, 5.55.

Grenville, Sir Richard, attempts to colonize North Carolina,
under Raleigh, in 1.585. 449.

Gretna Green, Dismal Swamp, Notice of .539.

Grey ('No flint General"), Attacks Baylor's Corps at Tappan.
196; Notice of, 196; At Battle of Germantown, 317. 318; At-

tempts to surprise La Faytte at Barren Hill in 1778, 328;
Massacres Americans near Lancaster Itoad, 370.

Gridley, Colonel, refortifies Noddle's Island after Evacuation
of Boston by the British, 15.
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Grimes, Captiin, in naval Engagement at Newport in 1776, 7a
Groton Hill, Notice of, 4:S.

Gum Swiimp, Notice of, t)66.

Gunby, Colonel, at Battle of Guilford in 1781, filO.

Gustavus, assumed Name of Arnold in Correspondence with

Clinton and Andre, 14().

Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, projects Scheme for

planting Colony in America—His Idea of Slavery— Recom-

mends the great Scheme at his Death as the Jewel ot his

Kingdom, 2.31.
. .

Gustavus Adolphus HI., King of Sweden, refuses Permission

to his Subjects in French Army in America to become Mem-
bers of the Society of the Cincmriati, 127.

Gwinnett. Button, Signer of Dtclaralion of Independence-

Killed in Duel by M'lntOfh. 728.

Gwyn's Island, Battle at, in 177ti, 5.37.

Habersham, Colonel Joseph, biographical Sketch of, 726.

Hale, Captain Nathan, his Case compared with that ot Andr6,

190 ; His Death as a Spy, 815.

Hale, Sarah J., Quotation from, 558, 682.

Halkct, Major, wounded in Battle at Fort Duquesne in 175o, 479.

Uallset. Sir I'eter, killed in Battle at Fort Duquesne ni 17o5. 479.

Hall, Colonel cBritish), killed at Battle of Cowan's Ford in 1781,

599.

Halleck, Quotation from. 97^697.

Hamilton, Andrew, appointed Lieutenant Governor of New
Jersey in 1708, by Governor William Penu, 257.

Hamilton, Quotation fiom, 160.

Hamilton, Colonel, taken Prisoner at Vincennes, and conhned

in Irons in Williamsburg Jail in 1779, 497.

Hamilton, General Alexander, succeeds Washington as Presi-

dent General of Society of the Cincinnati in 1800, 129
;
At

Valley Forge in 1777—Narrow K.«cape from British, 332;

Letter to Governor Clintpn, inquiring into the Cause of

Lethargy of the Americans in 177.^ :J37 ; At Siege of York-

town in 1781, 518; In command of a Battery in Battle of

White Plains, 822.

Hamilton, Mrs. Elizabeth, Author's Interview with, 406.

Hamilton, Ninian B., Notice of—Anecdote (>f, 572.

Hammond, Samuel, at Battle of Cowpens, in 1781, 639.

Hampton, Virgmia, early History of, 531 ; Outrageous Attack

on by British, under Cockbum. in 1813, 532.

Hancock. John, appointed Major General in 1776, 10; Consents

to the Destruction of his Property, 13; in Expedition against

Rhode Island in 1778, 80; Sends Letteis of Remonstrance to

DEstaing in 1778, 82; Eulogized by Kaynal, 288.

Hancock, Judge, massacred by BritiJi in 1798, 34;).

Hand-bill, containing Mecklenburg Resolutions, Notice_of, 623;

By M'Dougall, calling Public Meeting in New York, 791.

Hand, Colonel, in Skirmish at Quintan's Bridge in 1778, 344.

Hand, Colonel, in Battle near Brooklyn, 1776, 806; in West
Chester, 820.

Hanger, Major, in Skirmish at Charlotte in 1780, 625.

Harcourt, Colonel, Notice of—Captures General Leo at Basking

Ridge in 1776, 222; Longevity of his Horse, 22:i.

Harden, Colonel. Exploits of, 771.

Hardy. Commodore Sir 'I'homas, in command of British Fleet,

at New Loudon, in 1813, 45; Bombards Stonington, 51.

Hardy, Governor Samuel, Anecdote of, 439.

Harnett, Cornelius, President of North Carohna Provincial

Council, in 177.5—Biographical Sketch of 582.

Harris, Peter (Indian). Petition of—Granted an Annuity by
South Carolina Legislature, 656.

Harrison, Benjamin, Notice of, 441 ; Anecdote of, 442.

Harrison, President William H., Birth-place of, 441.

Hart, John, Governor of Maryland, Notice of. 399.

Harvey, Colonel, erects Barracks near Charlottesville for cap-

tive Troops, in 1779, 552.

Harvey, Governor John, succeeds Y'enrdley as Governor of

Virginia in 1628—Deprived of his Office by the People in

1635—Returns to England, 4.58: Sent back by the King with

full Authority—Succeeded by Wyatt in 1639, 4.59.

Harvey, Thomas, Governor of Albemarle Colony in 1692, 561.

Hasell, James, President of Council in North Carolina in 1773, 579.

Hathorn, Colonel, at Battle ot Minisink, in 1779, 102.

Hats, Exportation of, from the Colonies, forbidden by Parlia-

ment in 1731, 563.

Hatteras Indians, Reduction of, in 1709, 562.

llawes. Captain, in Battle of Guilford in 1781, 610.

Haw River, Notice of, 590
Hawks, John. Notice of, 569, .570.

Hawks, Rev. Dr. Francis L., Notice of, 569, .570, 62.3.

Hawthorne, Colonel, in Southern (Jampaign in i7b0, 631.

Hayne, Colonel Isaac, biogi'aphical Sketch of. 774.

Hazen, Colonel Moses, at Jones's Ford in 177 ?—Biographical

Sketch of, 380.

Headley, J. T., Quotaticm from, 178.

Headquarters of La Fayette at Providence, in 1778, 57; Gen-
eral I'resciitt, near Newport, in 1777. 76, 80; Washington, at

New Windsor, in 1779. 81 ; Washington, at Newburgh, in

1783. 99. 100, 104; Purchased by the State in. 1850, 99; At
Pcekskill, in 1781, 113; Generals Greene and Knox, near

New Windsor, 114; Governor George Clinton, at Washing-
ton Square, in 1777. 116; Steuben, near Fishkill Landing, in

1782, 125; Colonel Sheldon, at Salem, in 1780—Colonel Jame-

son and Major Tallmadge, at North Castle, 147; Washington
and Baylor, at Tappan, 196; Washington, near Do'ob.s's Fer-

ry, 195, 509; Washington, at Hopper House, in 1780, 214:

Washington, Greene, and Mercer, at Newtown, New Jersey,

226; Rail, at Trenton, 228, 231 ; General Howe, at German-
town, 314; Washington, at White Marsh, in 1777, 321;

Washington, at Valley Forge, in 1777-1778, 332; La Fayette,

near Brandywine, in 1777, 378; Washington, near Chad's

Ford, 386. 388; Arnold and Simcoe, at Richmond, 435; Ro-

chiimbeau, at Williamsburg, Virginia, 529 ; Arnold at Ports-

mouth, .540; Arnold and Phillips, in Petersburg, in 1781, 545;

CornvvaUis. at llillyborough. North Carolina, in 177(i. .590; At

Charlotte and Winnshorough, in 1780, 626; General Wayne,
at Ebenezer, in 1782, 740; CornvvaUis. at Wilmin;;ton, 781;

Of Lee. at New York, in 1776, 798; Washington, at New York,

800, 8i5; Howe, at Newtown, Long Island, 813; At New
Roihelle, 820; Washington, at White Plains, 621; At Rocky
Hill, 837.

Heath, (General William, sent to New York in 1776, 15 ; In

command at Rhode Island in 1780, 87; Succeeded by Gen-

eral M-Douuall in 1777, at Peekskill, 172; Biographical Sketch

of, 828.

Hele, Lieutenant (British Spy), supposed Instigator of Treach-

ery of Arnold. 145.

Hell Gi.te, Town Records of Newport sunk at, by Sir Henry
Clinton, in 1779, 85: Anecdote of, 114.

Henderson, Judge, Richard, Notice of .572, 575.

Henderson. Colonel , wounded in Battle of Eutaw Springs

in 1781, 703.

Henry, Patrick, Eloquent Speech of, in first Continental Con-

gress at Philadelphia, in 1774,267; Prediction relative tc

Declaration of Independence. 273: Formerly a Bar Tender
429 ; Early Years of— Employed in Parson's Cause—His

Debut as an Orator described by Wirt, 430; At Constitu-

tional Convention at Richmond, 'in 1788, 438; Biographical

Sketch of 4.39 ; Eloquence—Anecdote of 440; Submits Res-

^utions to House of Burgesses of Virginia in 1784—Opposes
Stamp Act, 4e2 ; Effect of his Resolutions—Skill as an Ora-

tor. 483; Speech of, in House of Burgesses of Virginia, in

1775—Proposes Resolutions in favor of military Preparation

— Eloquently defends them, 502; Etl'ect of his Speech—As-

sembles Corjis of Volunteers and inarches for Williams-

burg—Meets Receiver General at Doncaster's Ordinary-
Demands and receives Value of militai-y Stores—Disbands

—Departs fur Philadelphia as Delegate to Congress. 503.

Hessians, at Battle of Long Island in 1776, 22; Imprisoned in

old Church at Fishkill, 124 ; Captured at Crosswicks in 177a

218; Captured at Battle of Trenton in 1776. 228; Ollicer»

sign Parole of Honor, 229 ; Use White Hall for Barracks at

Trenton. 244; Expedition ot. against Forts Mercer and Mif-

flin in 1777, under Sir William Howe, 293; Hessian Ser-

geant's Account of Massacre near Lancaster Road, 371) ; At

Battle of Guilford in .781, 609 ; Land on Long Island in

1776. 804; Re-enforcement of, at New York, 820.

Hewitt, Mary E.. Quotation from, 288.

Highlanders at Cross Creek, North Carolina, 580: Friendship

of, courted by Patriots in 1775—Martin attemiits lo enlist

them in favor of the Kim;, 583; General Donald M-Doriald,

565. .583 ; Dispersed and made Prisoners at Moore's Creek
Bridge in 1776, 588 ; Settle in Georgia in 1733, 722.

Hill, Colonel, in Southern Campaign in 1780. 631.

Hillsborongh. North Carolina, eariy History of .558.

Hinchclitfe. Dr., identified in American Cause, 19.

Historical Society of Maryland—Author's Visit to— Relics con-

tained in its Library. 391.

Historical Society of New York, Notice of, 116 ; Leaf from

Church Record at Pohick. 421.

Historical Society of North Carolina, old Bible in Possession

of, 559.

Historical Society of Rhode Island, Notice of 58.

History, Early, of Stonington, 51; Rhode Island, 70; New
burgh. 100; Peekskill. 169; Perth Amboy, 217 ; Cros.^wicks.

218*^ Trenton, 220 ; Delaware, 250 : New Jersey. 2.52 ; Ger-

mantown.313; Swede's Fort, 330 ; Maryland, 395 ; Virginia,

432,448. 451, .558; North Carolina. 449, 4.50; Kentucky, 492;

Louisville, Kentucky— Kaskaskia. Illinois, 495; Yurkiown.

Virginia, 507 ; Hampton—Old Point Comfort, Virginia, 531

;

Norfolk, 532: Petersburg— Blandford. 542; Chowan and

Cape Fear Country, Carolina, .5.59, 561: Chailotfe, North

Carolina, 616; Orangeburg, South Carolina, 696; Of New
York, 782.

History of Trinity Church, New York, 819.

Hofl'man, C. F., Quotation from, 1,30.

Hobkirk's Hill. Notice of, 676.

Holland, issues I'.dicl against carrying warlike Articles to

America in 177.5— F.dict violated—Large Quantities ot Pow-

d>r carried to America, 19.

Hollanders refuse to allow their Soldiers to fight against Frpo

dnm. 20.

Holly, Mrs.. Notice of 406.

Holt, John, Quotation from, 432: Mayor of Williamsburg, Vir-

gini„—Establishes Priiiting-Dllice at Norfolk— Pul)li>he8 se-

vere Articles against Dminiore—His E.^^tablishmcnt seized

by Dnninore in 1775— Publi-hes Nrw York Gazette and

I o^t Boy in 17(i,5— Kstahli.-hes New York Journal in 1768—
Removes Journal to iEsopus and Poughkeepsie—Biograph-



ANALYTICAL liNDE X.—V o l. I L 1 7

ical Sketch of, 534 ; Appointed Postmaster at New York in

1775, 793.

Holt, Dr., Notice of, 590.

Holt, Colonel Michael, Notice of, .TOS.

Honors, military. Burial with, defined, 405.

Hood, Admiral Sir Samuel, proceeds against French Fleet in

1781, 51::i.

Hood, Mr., appointed Stamp master at Baltimore in 17ti5—
Burned in Kffiay—Escapes to New York, 391).

Hooker, Reverend Mr., appointed to dispute religious Points

with Reverend Roger Williams, in Boston General Court, in

1635, 53.

Hooper. William, Notice of, 58-.i.

Hopkins, Admiral, in naval Engagement ofl" Block Island in

1776, 72.

Hopkins, Stephen, Monument of, 56 : Biographical Sketch of.

(See Biography of Signers of Declaration of Independence,
Supplement.)

Hopkins, Tory, tarred and feathered at Savannah in 1774, 725.

Hopkinson, Francis, Quotation from, 310.

"Hornet's Ne.st,'" applied to Mecklenburg County, North Car-

olina, 600; To Rowan County, 615.

Horse, Harcourt's. Longevity of, 223.

Horseshoe, Silver, miniature, presented to Spottswood by
George I., 472.

Horseshoe Robinson, Notice of, 63.5.

Hotchkiss, Mr., Notice of, 595. 6l:i.

House, R.'iidence of General Huntington, 32; Governor Tnmi-
bull's War Office—Trumbull. 34; Alden Tavern, Williams's

35; Birth-place of Benedict Arnold, 36; Governor Hunting-
ton's Mansion, 38 ; Residence of Governor Gibbs, 64 ; Pros-

cott's Head-quarters, 67, 76; Hubbard's. 68; Mr. Brindley's,

83; Washington's Head quarters, at Newliurgh, 99 ; Head-
quarters of Greene and Knox, 114; Mrs. Falis's, 116; The
Temple, 117; Wharton's, 122; Verplanck's, 125; Robin-
son'.s, 140; Smith's, 152; Birdsall's, 170; Colonel Jame.«on's

Head-quarters, 188; '• Sunnyside," Residence of Washington
Irving, 193; Mviirgston Mansion, 195; Washington's Head-
quarters, at Tappan, 196; H()pper's,2l4; Burr's Head-quar-
ters, 215; Friend's Meetinghouse. 219; White's T;ivern,

222; Rail's Head-quarters, 228; At Trenton Bridge, 233;
Friend's Meetina-house. 234 ; In which (ieneral Mercer died.

236; Nassau Hall, Princeton College, 238; Morven, 242;
White Hall, 244; Old block, at Wicaco. converted into Church
in 1677—Converted into Fuel by British. 255; Carpenters'

Hall, 263; Thompson's Residence, 267; State House, Phila-

delphia. 272, 288 : Whitall's. 294 ; Slate-roof, 301 ; Penn's—
Loxley's, 301; Howe's Head-quarters, 302; Wharton's Man-
sion, 303 ; Chew's, 314 ; Wasliinuton's Head-quarters, near
Whitemar.sh, 321 ; King of Prussia Tavern, 331 ; Washing-
ton's Head-quarters, at Valby Forge, 332: Steuben's Log,

342; Hancock's, 345 ; Freehold Me(tiiiar-house.3.59 : Huddy's
Residi-nce, 362 ; Wayne's Residence. 373 ; At JeHeris's Ford,

374; Birmingham Meetinsr-house, 375; Howe's Headquar-
ters—La Fayette's Quarters, 378 : Chad's. 386; Wa^^hington's

Head qiiarteis, 387 ; Congress, at Baltimore, 39.) ; State House
of Maryland described, 402: Mount Vernon. 414, 418; Hesi-

dence of the Washington Fnmily at Westmoreland. 425;

Hanover Court House^429 ; Biith-place of Henry ('A>iy. 431 ;

Old City Tavern at Richmond, 435; Old Stone, Richmond,
Reniiniscences of, 438, 439; Se.at of Patrick lb nry- Old
Courthouse in New London. 440: Birthplsice of President

Harrison. 441 ; Charles City Court House, 442: Old Tavern,
444: Dunmore Palace, at William.-burtr, 469: Old Mai;azinf

—

Old Capitol of Virginia— Baptist Meeting-house, 470; Old
Raleigh Tavern, at Williamsburg, Virginia. 48() ; Nilson Man-
sion, at Yorktown. 521 ; Moore's, 530; Head-quarters of Ar-

nold, at Portsmouth. Virginia, .540 ; Bolinglirook, Peteisbursr,

Virginia. 545; Residence of President Jefierson. at Monti-

cello, 517; Tryon's Palace, at Newhern. North Carolina, 570;

Harnett's, Wilmington, North Carolina. .582; Lillin'jton Hall,

587; CornwalHs's Head quarters— Oflices, .590: Lnghouse,
at Battle-sround of Guilford Court House, (ill ; Nevv''(iardfn

Meeting-house, 613; Court-hon.»e, at (Charlotte, (il7 ; Lou:-

house, at Cowpens. 636 ; At Rocky Mount. 6.58; At Hobkirk's

Hill, 676; At Fort Motte. 683; At Fort Gn.nby. tm : Old
Court-house, Orange Di.=tri(t. South Carolina. 696; South-

ern School house. 698 : Residence of General Marion, 708 ;

White House, near Hawk's Creek, 715; T( Hair House, at

Savannah, 726; Dwelling of General M Intosh, Savimnah,

741 ; Episcopal Church—Head quarters of Cornwiillis, Wil-

mington. 781 ; Old Store house. Forty-isth Street. New York,

795; Kennedy House, BroadwHy, 798: Wm i- J.iu's Head-

quarter^=, Pearl Street—Rose "rn\ Crown 'I'iivein, Staten Isl-

and. BOO: Kip's House. Kip's Bay, New York, 803 ; Howard's
Halfway East New York. 807; Coitelyou's House. Brower's

Mill, Brooklyn. 810: Church at Jan'iaica— House where
Woodhull died, at New Utrecht. 811 : Billop's House. Staten

Ishiml—Green-house, New York. 815; Morris's House, near

Harlem River,816: Beekman's Mansion, atTurtle Bay.817;
Ruins of Trinity Church. New York, 819 : Howe's Head-
quarters, near New Rochelle. 820 : Washini-tou's Head-
quarters, near White Plains. 821 ; Phillipse's Manor-house,
Yonker.s. 832; Townsend House, Oyster Bay. 833; Middle

Dutch Church— French Church— Hessian Hospital— Old
Walton House, New York, 835; Washington's Head-quar-

ters, Princeton, 837 ; Fraunce's Tavern, Pearl Street. New
York, 839.

Houseman, Captain, issues Hand bills at Rocky Mount in 1780,
657.

Houseman, William C, Notice of. 184.

Houstoun, .lohn, succeeds Trueitlen. as Governor of Georgia,
in 1778, 710.

Howard, Colonel John E., in Southern Campaign under
Greene, in 1781, 602, 605; At Battle of GuiUoid, 610; Bio-

graphical Sketch of 639; At Battle of the Cowpens in 1781,

637 ; Wounded in Battle of Eulaw Springs, 703.

Howard, ,Iudge Martin, Notice of, 572.

Hov/ard, Lord, succeeds (Julpepper, as Governor of Virginia,

in 1684—Recalled in 1688—Reinstated to remain in England
—Sends Nicholson, as Deputy, to Virginia in 1690, 471.

Howe, General Robert (American), sent to attack Fort La
Fayette in 1779—Abandons the Enterprise. 180 : Joins Wood-
ford, at Norfolk, in 1775, .536; .At Honjhardment of the Town
in 1776 — Stations his Troops at Kemp's Landing, Sutl'olk,

and Great Bridge, 537; Notice of. 582, 589 ; Expedition to

Florida—Biographical Sketch of, 729 ; At Savann.di in 1778;

731.

Howe, General Sir William (British), leaves Munitions at Cas-
tle Island, on evacuating Boston in 1776, 14 ; His Cour-^e ap-

proved by the King—Sends Dispatches to En;;land by the
Hands of Major 'I'hoinpson (Count Rumtbrd). in 1775. 23;
Stratagem to capture and destroy Cattle and military Stores,

near Peekskill, in 1777, 173; Designs sending Force uji Hud-
son to meet Burgoyne—Consents with Coniwallis to capture
Philadelphia, 22'(): Sails from New York with hi.s Brother
Richard, to Chesapeake Bay, in 1777. 291, .374; Marches in

Triumph to Philadtlphia. 291 ; Determines to destroy Amer-
ican Works on the Delaware. 292 ; Sends Expedition of
Hessians to capture Forts MiMcer and Mifflin, 293 ; Attempt-
ed attack on Washington's Camp— Foiled by Mrs. Dariah,
301 ; His Quarters in the City, 302; Winters in—Honored by
a F6te at, .303: Personal .Appearance of—Appropriates Mary
Pemberton's (.)oach and Hor-es to his own U^c, 3119 ; March-
es toward Philadelphia, 315 ; Marches to Head of KIk in 1777,

375; Proclamation to Pcoi'le of Pennsylvania in 1777. 376;
Requests smgical Aid from Washington for wonmled Amer-
icans, after the Battle of Brandywine, 385 ; In command at

New Yoik in 1776. 800 ; Takes Possession of the City. 817;
Proceeiis to West Chester. 8i9 : In Battle at White Plains,

822; Takes Fort Wash ngton. 827.

Howe, Lord Admiral, hesitates before accepting command of
Fleet destined fur America—Opposed to civil War, 21 ; Suc-
ceeded by Admiral Byron, in command on American (^oast,

in 1778,78; Leaves Delaware Biiy, and Aii< hors in Raritan
Bay — StreltL'tli of his Fleet. 79; Naval Enga:,'eriieiit with
D'Estainu' otl'Newport. in 1778, 81 : Departs for Bloc k l.sland

—Proceeds to Boston—Returns to New York. 84 : Oil C;ipes
of Virginia in 1777, 165: Sails from New York with naval
Armament, to Chc^sapeake jiiiy. in 1777, 291 ; Enters the Del-

aivare with (>aptain Hanimond— I'assi s f.'hevanx cle-Frise.

and anchors near Fort MitHin. 292: Authorized to tn at with
Colonies for Reconciliation in 1776—Unheedtd by Ameri-
rans, 346 : His Proposition for a Confer, lice—Meets Com-
mittee of Congress in 1776—Biographic-al Sketch of, 814.

Howell, Governor Richard, liiouricphical Sketch ol—Quotation
from, 24.5.

Howell. Hechiap, Notice of, 572; Quotation from—Lampoona
Fanning. .'73.

HowlancI, John, Notice of. 58, 234 ; His military Career in Rev-
olution. 63.

Hubbard, Mr.. Notice of. 69.

Hubh.-ini. Mrs. Hns.~el. Notice of. 40.

Hubbard's Mil. lihocle Island. 68.

Huck, Captain Christian, killed in Battle at Rocky Mount, in

1780, 6.59.

Hudiiy, Captain, Capture and Execution of. in 1782, 366
Hudson Henry. Anival of at Verplanck's Point in 1609, 174;
Touches n. ar Caja' Miiy in 1609. 251.

Hudson's River. Deiitli ot" near Murderer's Creek in 1776,114.
Hurt' Englc bert. estraordin.iry Longevity of—Woos a young

(lirl at the Au'e c)f one hundic d and tw' nty, 124.

Hiiger, Isiiac, in ENi)edit:oii auninst Cherokees in 17()0, 646.

Huger. Major Benjamin. DcMth of. 761.

HiiiiUenots, Setllemi nt of, iu Oranue County, New York, 101;
In .Scjuth (;arolina. .Vf2 : Intlnetice id'. 5ii6; Found Charleston
in 1079. 744 ; I'ir.-t settle' at New Koc-helle. New York 820.

Humphreys, Colom 1. at Hnd-on Highlands in 1777, 167.

Hunter. J^mies. Notice ol, .i72

Hunter, William, arrested in North Carolina in 1768— Legal
Trial of—Fiiu'd and impii.sciiied. 57'-'.

Huntington, Benjamin, biographical Sketch of, 32.

Huntin:;toii. ('a|)t:iin Josliua, 42.

Huntinytoii, Cliristo|iher. first white Male born in Norwich, 30
Hcintiu<;tcni, (,'olonel Ebeiiezcr, Notice of, 32.

Hmitington, Colonc-1 Jedeclinh. biographical Sketch of. .32.

Hnnlimjton. General Jabcz, Notice of, 31. :i2 ; Tomb—Biograph-
ical Sketch of, 39.

Huntini;toir Governor .''amuel. Notice of, 30, 31 ; His Mansioi^
38: Tomb. 39; Anecdote of. 313.

Huntington, Lieutenant Joshua, Notice of, 32.

Huntington, Mrs. Martha, Notice of, 39.
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Huntington, Zachariah, Notice of, 39.

Hu.sbaiiil. Herman, PHtiioti.sin of. 56f» ; Arrested in 17(18 — Le-
gal Trial of— Acquitted, .'572 ; Member of Norlh Carolina Leg-

islature ill 1771. 57.J : Flees to Pennsylvania in 1771—Bio-

graphical !;ketcli of 578.

Hutchinson, Mrs. Anne, discusses religious Dogmas. (>9 : Per-

secution of—Joins her Friends in Rhode Island—Murdered
by Savages in 1G:!8, 70.

Huts of American Troops at Valley Forge, in 1777, described,

3-24.

Hymn of Moravian Nuns at Consecration of Pulaski's Banner,

3yj.

Immigration of Scotch Highlanders in 1745, 5fi4.

Incleberg. in New York—Encampment upon, in 177fi, 817.

Jndepenilence of United States acknowledged by France in

1718, 34(); Opposed liy Earl of (.'hatham (Pitt), 347.

Indians, American—.Moheiians and Narrairanset.-', War between
—Uncas forms Treaty of Amity with VVhitos— Miantonoiuoh

lays secret Plan to take Uncas by Surprise— Conliict—Narra-

• gansets routed—Miantonomoh pursued and captured, 'J8

;

S.irreniier into C'listody of EnsUsh, at Hartford—Imprisoned,
tried, anil executed— Moheiian Country re-invaded by Peesa-

cus, Miantonomoh's Jirotlier, iu 1()4.)—Unca.s, wilh his War-
riors, driven to Shantock—Receives Succor from Captain

Mason—Provisions from Thom.is Lelliiigwell—Narragaiisets

raise Siege, and return Homo. ~'9; Pe(|nots— English Expedi-

tion against, in 11)37— Extent ot their Territory— Sassacus

the Terror of other Tribes, 47; 'J'heir Destruction. 48; Pe-

q<iots,Canonicus, and Miantonomoh grant Lands to Roger Wil-

liams in lti3ti, 54; Councilof I'equotsand Nariagansetson\Vil-
lia.n-i, or); Wampanoajs— Extent ot their Domain— Massasoit
— Alexander— Pometacom, or Metacomet {King Philip). 9!);

His Treaties with the White.s—Cui tailinent of his Domain.s

—

His chief Captains. 91; Mortgages Land to Constant South-
j

worth, near Taunton, in lti7i—Signatures of Munashum i

(Niinrod). Wonckompawhaii. Anuawan—Number of War-
|

riors in the United States—Number in New England, 91

;

Sassamon—Educated at Camln-idge—Secretary to King Thil-

ip— Accu.ses liis Chief of 'i'reason — Slain— Itising ot New
Enu'land 'J"r:bes, !t2; King Philip's Appeal—Condit.on of his

Tr;bes—Waws War upon the Whites. 93 ; Method of War-
fare—Destruction of New Ensland Villages—Cnplure and
Death of Cationchet— Retaliation of Whites, 94; Dispersion

of Indians—Philip a Fugitive—Capture and Death—His Son
sold to toil iu Bermuda as a Slave. 95; Narragan.sets—Their

(Cruelties to Whites—Witamo. .Squaw Sachem of Pocasset,

Fate of, 95-Depredations of. in Orange County, in 1779;

Braut at Battle of Minisink 101 ; Skirmish with Hudson and
Half Miiou, in 1009. 174; Raraapaughs, '210; St. Tammany.
Delaware Chief—His Character—Grave of—Societies named
after, '.;47; Lemii Lenap6s—Extent of their Territory. 249,

250; Assumed to be the original People—Dividi'd into three

Tribe.s 'Turtle." "Turkey."' and -Wolf"- Account of, 249;

Their Character portrayi^d by Penn
—'Peedyuscung extorts

from Chiel's of Six Nations an Acknowledgment of fiide-

pendeiu-e in 1756—Captain White Eyes (.Sachem) espouses

Patriot Cau.se in 177()— Biographical Sketch of—Captain Pipe

(Sachem) favors the Britisir—Frustrated in his Plans liy W'hite

Eyes. '250 ; Troulile early European .Settlers on the Delaware,

251; Remain Friends of the Swedes in l()5(i, 252; Dela-

wares. Shawnees, and Senecas at War with Penn—Sue for

Peace in 17()4, 257 ; James Logan. Cayuga Chief, Extract from
Speech, 313; Chippewa Cliief (Quotation from, 411; Poca-
hontas. Notice of 441); Story of Gold Region at Head of

Roanoke. 449, 4.53; Manteo (;liief. baptized by command of

Raleigh—invested by White with Title of "Lord of Roan-
oke"—First American Peer, 4.50; Hatteras supposed to have
intermarried with Raleigh's lost C^olonists, 4.50; Powhatan vis-

ited by Captains Newport and Smith iu 1G07, 452; Opechan-
canough. King of Pamunkey, captures Captain John Smith.

453; Condemns Smith to Death— Poc.nhontas saves Life of
Captain John Smith, 4.54 ; Warns him of Conspiracy to destroy

Settlers—Kept as a Hostage by Captain Argall—Released

—

Receives Baptism—Marries Rolfe—Arcompanies him to En-
gland—Dies—Her Descendants, 4.54. 545 ; Death of Powhatan
m lt'>21—Massacre of Men. Women, and Children, at James-
town, in 162'2—Opechancanough succeeds Powhatan, 4.58

;

Maile Prisoner in KilG—Dies in Captivity, 4.59 ; Necotowance
succeeds Opechancanough- Compelled to acknowledge the

Sovereiiinty of England—Cedes all Landsbetween Pamunkey
and James Rivers. 4.59; .Susquehnnnas, Hostilities in Virginia

and Maryland, in 167.5. 4C1 ; Sachems of Ohio Valley send
Messen.'er to confer with Gist, 472 ; Twightwees. of Ohio Val-

ley supposed originally to have been the Oftawas. 473; Tana-
charison, Jeskakake, and White Thimder (Half King), accom-
pany Washingion to Fort Le Bceuf in 17.53— Extract from
Speech of Taiiacharison, 474; In Expedition to Fort Duquesne
in 1754. 475; Chief who attempted to shoot Wa.shington at

Battle of Fort Duquesne. 479; Compelled to a'jTee to Treaty

liy Boquet in 17(!4—Shawnees and Delawares hostile towar.i

British— Expedition against, under Dunmore. in 1774—Corn-

stalk, attack ou Colonel Lewis at Point Pleasant. 487; Treats

with Dunmore for Peace—Murder of Family of Loi'an, at

Baker's Cabin, in 1774—Letter to Cresap. 489; Disdains to

treat with Dunmon— Biographical Sketch of 490 ; Attack

Forts Logan and Boone in 1776, 493 ; Chiefs, Fidelity of, in

American Cause, 497 ; Pcuthem, Hostility to Whites—Tus
caroras attacked by Cherokee.s, Creeks, Catawba?, and Yam-
asees, under Barnwell, in 1715— ('oiees. Hostility toward
Whites. 5()2: Southern, difi'erent Tribes of (14-!; Massacre
Virginia Rangers, on the Tennessee, in 17()0, (ilfi ; Presetpt Con-
dition of the Cherokees, G48 ; Catawbas. present Condition of,

(155; Petition of Peter Harris (Chief). (156; Tomo Chichi,

Chief of the Yaraacraws, Interview with Oglethorpe—Hig
Spee( h, 721 ; Creeks encounter Wayne, under Guristersig.),

in 1782. 740; 'I'reaty with Pickens, in Georgia, in 1782, 741
;

Depredations of in South Carolina, in 1696, 744.

IngersoU, .Stanip Distributor for Connecticut, burned in Effigy,

at Norwich, in 1767. 31.

Inni.s, Colonel, wounded in Battle, at Mu.aariive's Mill, in J7>6,

650.

Inscription on 'Prvunbull's Monument, 36; On Dighton Rock,
66; Runic, at Orkney Islands, ami elsewhere. 67; On Silver

Tankard, in old Churcii at Fi.-hkill, 124; On Gn enough's
Statue of Wii^hinaton, 411; On Washington's Tomb, at

Mount Vernon, 417; Below Statue of Wa.shington, at Rich-
mond Capitol, 437 ; On Nelson Tombs, Yorktown. 508 ; On
Jetfeison's Tomb, at Monticello. 548 ; On Cenotaph of Mrs.
Draper, near Bristol, England, .571 ; On Mnnunn ill at King's

Mountain. 634 ; On De Kalb's Monument, (i68 ; On Monument
of General Na.sh, 675; On Monument of General M.^rion, 684

;

On Monument of Colonel Mahaiii. 707; On Stuyvesant's

Tomb. 784; On Pitt's Statue at New Yoi-k, 790; On i'utnam'S

Monument. 805.

In-titution, National, at Wa.shington. Notice of. 406.

Insurrection, Scotch (Rila Iliou of '45), 564 ; In South Carolina,

among early .'^ettlers, 745.

Iredell. Mrs . Author's Interview with, at Crosswicks. 219.

Iron Works. Stirling, manufactures great Chain for the Hud-
son, in 1778, 137; In North Carolink. 64.3.

Irvine, General at Battle of Germantown, in 1777, 3:'0; Wound-
ed and taken Prisoner at Whitemarsh, 321.

Irving. Washington, Ciuotations from, 18,5, 186, 191, 19.3—Resi-

dence of, 193.

Israel, Israel, and Wife, Patriotism and Heroism of, in 1777

—

Made Prisoner on board Roebuck Frigate— Anecdote of

—

His Tri.d—Life saved because he was a Free-mason, 385.

Jack, Captain James, bears Mecklenburg Declaration of Inde-

pendence to Continental Congress, at Philadelphia, in 177.5,

(i2l.

Jackson, Governor James, biographical Sketch of, 739.

Jackson. President Andrew, lays Corner-stone of Monument
to Washington's Mother, at Fredericksburg, in 1833— As-

saulted by Randolph— Anecdote of 4'27; Notice of his Moth-
er, 61(), 6t)5 ; His Family—Birthplace—Early Patriotism. 6(1.5.

James I.. King, denounced as a Liar by Roger Williams in 1634,

53 : Grants Charier to Baltimore in 1622. 395 : Indiijnant at

Rolfe for marrying Pocahontas, 454 ; Issues Qua Wan-auto
writs asainst London Company in 1624—Death of 4.58.

James, Major, Property of, destroyed by Mob at New York in

176.5, 788.

Jameson, Colonel, Head quarters at North Castle in 1780, 147;

Stranire Conduct of, relative to Andre. 188.

James River, Scenery on, at R-chmond, 433 ; Change of Chan-
nel, 446; Origin of Name, 452.

Jamestown Island, Topography of. 446.

Jamestown. Ruins of. 447; Arrival of first White Woman at,

in 1608, 4.55; Abandoned in 1609—Restored on Arrival ofDe
la Ware. 456; Industry and Sobriety follows—Assumes Char-
actiM- of Permanency—Arrival of Female Emigrant.^—(^argo

of Slaves, 457 ; Burned by Bacon in 1676, 461 ; Its early As-

sociations. 4(i2.

Jarvis. John W., Notice of, 107.

Jasper, Sergeant William, killed at Spring Hill Redoubt iu

1779, 738; Notice of, 742 ; His Bravery at Fort SuUivun in

1776. 756.

Jasper's Spring described—Its historical Associations. 742.

Jay. John, on Committee in Congress in 1775, 22 ; Opposes hav-

ing Prayer in Continental Congress, 268.

JettVrson, Thomas, on Committee of Congress in 1775, 22;

Draughts Declaration of Independence—Reasons why he
was chosen to write it, 277 : Far. simile of Portion of in his

Handwriting, 281; Library of purcha.sed by Ciinyress in

1815. 405 ; Removes public Stores from Richmi>nd and
Westham for security against the British. 4.34 : Reiects Pro-
posal of Arnold, 435; Saves Public Records of Richmond

—

Directs Houdon, of Paris, to make Statue ot Washiniton for

Virsinia, 436; Fnc simile of Marriage License Bonil of 442,

443^ Proposes Slave Emancipation Law in Virginia Assem-
bly—Employed in preparing counter Resolutions and Ad-
dresses of House of Burgesses, 484 ; Prepares Constitution

for Virginia, .505; Offers Reward for Capture of Arnold in

1781. .540; Declines Reelection as Governor of Virdnia

—

Retires to Monticello. 547: His Monogi'am and Seal—Tomb,
548; Attempted Capture of his Per.^on—Escajie to Carter's.

549; Hospitality of to captive Troops of Bursioyne's Army,
at (Charlottesville—Letter to Patrick Henry, 5.52.

.Tefferi.*' Ford. Notice of 374.

Jenning.*. Edmund, succeeds Mott as Deputy Governor of Vir-

ginia in 1706, 471.

Jeskakake, accompanies Washington to Fort Le Boeuf in 1753,

474.
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John'3 Isliiiul. Notice of, 761.

Jolmson. 1)1-. Jo^t'|jli. Notice of, fii't.

Johiiduii. Dr. Siiinuel, QiiotHtioii from, 581.

Johnson, Nathaniel, succeeds Moore as Governor of South
Carolina in 170:i, 74.5.

Johnstone, Governor Georire, Commi.asioner to America, in

Cc iiforniity to North's conciUatory Bills, in 1778, 349 ; His
Interview with Mrs. Feryuoou, 351); Attempts to bribe Geu-
eral Reed, 351.

John:jton. sncceeds Burrlngton as Governor of North Carolina
in 1734, 51)3.

Joncaire, at Venango, in 1753, 474.

Jones, Cornet, killed at Battle of Spencer's Ordinary—Buried
with military Honors, 405.

Jones. Mrs. VVilie, Anecdote of, with Tnrleton, 643.

Jones, Reverend David, Address at Erection of Pnoli Monu-
ment— His Address to Soldiers at Ticonderoga in 1776—Bio-

graphical Sketch of, 371.

Jones, I'eter, Founder of Petershurg, Virginia, 542.

Jumonville, M. De, killed near P'ort Necessity in 1754, 475.

Kaskaskia, early History of—Notice of, 495.

Kearsly, Dr. John, Architect of Pennsylvania State House, 271.

Kelly, Major, cuts away Bridge over Stony Brook iu 1777,238.

Kennedy. "John P., Notice of."6.i5.

Kennet Square, near Brandywine, Notice of, 387.

Kenton, Simon, joins Colonel Clarke, in Expeiiition against

Western British Forts, in 1778—Biographical Sketch of, 494;
At Batlle of Bine Licks, with Clarke, in 1782—On K.xpedition

against Indian Towns on the Scioto in 1782, 51)1.

Kentucky, early History of, 492.

Key of the Baslile at Mount Vernon, 415.

Kidd. Captain, hidden Treasures of, sought after near Dunder-
berg. Iti7, 180; Hung as a Pirate in 1701,78.5.

King. Hannah, Mother of Arnold. Notice of, 37.

King of I'russia, Notice of, 331.

King of Sweden (see Gustavus Adolphus).
King Philip, royal Seat of, at Mount Hope—Extent of his Ter-

ritory— Power of Mind of his Son, 90 ; His Son's Jealousy

—

His Alliance with New England Tribes against Eun>peatis

—

Treaties vt-ith Whites—Curtailment of his Domains—His
chief Captains— Mortgages Land near Taunton, 91; His
Men suspected of Murder, convicteil ami hanged — Breaks
Treaties and kindli's the Flame of War, 92; Death and Car-
nage by his skulking Foes, 94; Pursued, captured and be-

headed, by Captain Church—His Head sold for thirty Shil-

lings to the English — His Body quartered, according to Law
ag linst Traitors, 95.

King's Mountain, Notice of, 629.

Kinney. Mr.*. E. C, Quotation from, 247.

Kip Family. Nolice of, 803.

Kip, Reveriiid Mr , Notice of, 124.

Kip's Bay. Notice of, 803.

Kirkwoo'ii, Captain, at Battle of Guilford in 1781, 610.

Knapp. U.-ual, biographical Sketch of. 119.

Knickerbocker Magazine, Quotation from, 804.

Kiiowlton, CoIoueC killed at Battle of Harlem Plains in 177G,

818.

Knox, Miss Lucy. Soirees of, at New Windsor. 115.

Knox, General Ilenry, resolves to attack the British at Boston
in 1776—Brings Munitions of War from Fort George, 9

;

Headquarters of. at New Windsor, in 1777, 114 ; Report con-
cerning Cbevauv-de-frise across the Hudson. 164: At cross-

ing of the Delaware with Washinston in 1776, 226 ; At Battle

of G.riuantown, 317: At .'^iege of Yoriitown in 1781—Visits

De Grasse otf Ca|)e Henry. 514; Biographical Sketch of 838.

Knox. Lieutenant, at Storming of Stony Point in 1779, 181.

Knyphausen, General, at Dobbs's Ferry in 1778. 196: Personal
Appearance of .309; At Battle of Germantown. 317; At Bat-

tle of Monmouth, 355; In Skirini-^h with Americans, near
Pencandar, in 1777. 376; Crosses the Brandywine, 383; In
command at New York in 1776, 804; Encamps at Mamaro-
neck. 620 ; Assaults Fort Tryoti. 826.

Kosciuszko, Monument of, at West Point, 132, 137: His Gar-
den. 133; ."Succeeds La Radiere as Engineer in Hudson High-
lands, iu 1778. 136; At .'^iege of Fort Ninetysix in 1781, G91.

Kossuth, Louis, International Doctrine of, 674.

Kype, Ruloti'de, biographical Sketch ot; 803.

Lacy, Colonel, in Southern Campaign in 1780, 631.

Lackawaxen (Lechawachsin), Notice of. 102.

La Fayette, Madame, pre.sents to Washington a masonic Apron,
wrought by herself, 437.

Lh Fayetti?. GeiM'ral. at Providence in 1778, 57; In command
ofContinent.il Infantry, in Ex))edition against Rhode Island,

in 1778. 80; Visits French Fleet oft" Newport in 1778.82;
Disi)atched to Boston, 83 ; R.-turns to Rhode Island, 84 : Pro-

ceeds to France in 1779— His Zeal and Success. 86; Pur-
chases largi: Quantities of Munitions of War on his own Ac-
count—Presented with Sword by Congiess in 1779, 87. 324

;

Returns to America in 1780, with Tidings of Aid from France.
86: In (omman<i at Tappan in 1781. 145: Declines to reveal

to Arnold Nanus of .'*pies, 147; Portrait of, in Independence
Hall -His Visit to Philadelphia in 1824,271 ; Contributes for

bis Wife to Ladies of Philadelphia for American Soldiers, in

1780, 312; His LiberaUty—Independent Revenue—His first

Impulses favorable to Americans— Visit to England. 323

(

Attempts to leave France—Sketch of his Career—His Mem-
oir, 324; Arrival in America in 1777—His Tomb and Monu-
ment at Pigpers, in France. 326; Application to Congress

—

At liist rejected — Volunteers to serve in Continental Army
without Pay—Accepted— His Interview with Washington

—

Succeeds General Adam Stephen in command— At Valley
Forge in 1778, 327; In command, for tirst Time, of Ameri-
can Troops, at Barren Hill, in 1778—Successful Maneuver in

escaping at Matson's Ford, 328 ; Retreats to Valley p'orge—
Skirn)ish with British, 329 : 'I'oast of, at York, Peiuisylvania,

in 1778—Waiting at Albany for Recruits, 3:i9 ; Wltli Wash-
ington in Pursuit of the British through New Jersey—Joined
by General Lee at Englishtown, 354 ; Arrives at Monmouth
Battle-ground, 3.56 ; Perplexed by Lee, 3.57 ; Headquarters,
near Brandywine, in 1777, 378; Wounded at Battle of liran-

dywine in 1777—Conveyed to Bethlehem to recruit. 382;
Spot where wounded. 386; Visited by Pulaski. 391 : At Ball

in Baltimore in 1776—His Sympathy for American Soldiers,

393; Bust of, in Capitol at Richmond, 436: Sent by Wash-
ington to Virginia to capture Arnold, 436, 540; Encampment
of, at Green Spring Plantation, in 1781, 446; At Battle near
Jamestown Island, 46ti ; Near Yorkiown in 1781. 510; Pre-

vents Cornwallis's Escape to Carolina. 511; At Siege of
Yorktown in 1781, 514. 517, 518. 526; False Allegation against,

refuted, 519; Attempts to take Petersburg—.Accusation of
Inhumanity— Refuted, 546 ; Acts in Concert with Wayne
against Cornwallis, 518.

Lake Drununoiui, Dismal Swamp, Notice of, 539.

Lamb, Colonel John, Notice of. 148; At Siege of Yorktown in

1781, 515; Biographical Sketch of, 791.

Lameth, General Charles, Count de, at Siege of Yorktown in

1781, 519.

Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Congress holds Session at in 1777,315.

Lands, Grants of extemling from Atlantic to Pacific, 559.

Lands, .Southern, Mode of Clearing, 636.

Lane, Ralph, appointed Governor of Virginia by Raleigh in

1585, 449.

Langston, Miss Dicey, Patriotism of, 653.

Larvey, James. Coxswain to Boat bearing Arnold to the Vul-

ture—Anecdote of. 1.59.

La Radiere, Fiench Engineer, opposes Erection of Fortidca-

tions at West Point, 136.

Laumoy, French Engineer at West Point in 1778. 136.

Laurance, John. Judge Advocate in Case of Andre—Biograph-
ical Sketch of. 147."

Laurens, Colonel Henry, at Siege of Yorktown in 1781,518;
In Expedition against Cherokees in 17(i0, 646.

Laurens, John, biographical Sketch of 778.

Lauznn. Duke De, Kncamptnent at Lebanon in 1780, 32. 34 ; Bi.

ographical Sketch of, 34 ; At Siege of Yorktown in 1781, 514.

Lawson. General joins Greene at Troublesome Creek in 1781,

606 ; In Battle of Guilford, 608.

Lazaretto, British. Ruins of at (-'harleston, 758.

Learned, Colonel, at Bombardment of Boston in 1776. 13.

Lebanon, Notice of, 33 ; Settlement of, iu 1698, 34 ; Incidents
of Revolution at, 34,35.

Ledyard, Colonel William, commands Fort Griswold in 1781
—Conflict with British—Surrenders— Brutally mmdered, 44.

Ledyard, Fatjny, mitigates Suti'erings of American Prisoners at

Fort Griswold, 45.

Lee, General Charles. arrestsToriesof Rhode Island in 1775.72;
Captured by British at Basking Ridgein 1776—Ext hanged for

General Prescott, in 1778, 77, 3:52: Opinion of Wayne's As-
sault on .Stony Point. 181 : Biographical Sketch of, 223; Mrs.
Warren's Opinion of him, 224 ; Grave of 249; Incident of his

taking Oath of Allegiance to the United States before leaving

Valley Forge, 3.52; Opposes Washington in harassing British

on their March through New Jersey, 353; Joins La Fayette at

Englishtown—Placed in Dilemma between Wa.shington and
La Fayette, 354; Proceeds to Monmouth Battle, 356; Checks
the Movements of General Wayne—Strange Conduct toward
La Fayette, 3.57: His Orders misunderstood—Orders a gen-
eral Retreat, 3.58; Meets Washington— Harsh Words ensue,
359; His Coniluct toward the Commander-in chief—His Ar-
rest—Court-martiid—Sentence approved by Congress, 360;
His gallant Conduct. 362 : Advises Seizure of Governor Eden
and his Papers, in 1776, 401 : In Expedition against St.

Augustine, 727; Arrives at Charleston in 1776, 753.

Lee, Major Ilem-y, ajiproves of Washington's Plan to abduct
Arnold, 206: Recommends Sergeant C'hanipe for its F.xecu-
tion, 207; Narrow Escajie from British, at Valley Forge, in

1777, 332: Enga:jcd in Southern Campaigns— Biographical
Sketch of, ,591 ; lOxpedition to the Haw in pursuit of Tarleton.
590, 591: Styled "Legion Harry," 592; Joins Greene at

Guilford Court house, (iOl : In Skirmishes near the Dan, 603;
Passage of the Stream, 604 ; Rejoins Greene, and crosses the
Haw—Skirmish with Tarleton, 605: At Battle of Guilford, in

1781, G09; Rel !tes amusing Circumstance of Wolves, 677; At
Battle of Hobkirk's Ilillhri781, 680; Pursuit of Rawdon, 681;
At Siege of Fort Moite. 685 ; Captures Fort Granhy, 689 : Cap-
tures Fort Galphin—At .Siege of Ninety six, 691 ; At F.utaw
Springs, 699; Captures Fort Wat-on, 706: At Siege of Augus-
ta, 718: Joins Marion. 771; At Quimby's Creek Bridge, 773;
Attack on Fort at Paulus's Hook, 828; Medal awarded by
Congj'ess, 829.
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Lee, Mr?., Notice of, 6G5.

Lee, liithaid Honry, supports Patrick Heni-y in House of Bur-

gesses of Virginia, in 177j, 50.i.

Lee, 'i'homas, acting Governor of Virginia in 1749, 473.

Lee, William, Notice of, 446.

Leecli, Colonel Joseph, in Expedition against Regulators in

1781, 575.

Legend, Indian, of Lake Mashapaug, 27; Of headless Horseman,
at .'^leepy Hollow, 191.

Leislcr, Jacob, biographical Sketch of—His Persecution and
Death, 78.5.

Leslie. Captain William, at Battle of Great Bridge, near Norfolk,

in 1775— Mortally wounded at Princeton, in 1777, 535.

Leslie, General, in Expedition to Portsmouth, Virginia, in 1780

—Retreats to Carolina, to join CornwallLs, 5:i9: In Battle

of Guilford. fiOt); In command at Charleston in 1762, 776.

Leslie, Mr., Notice of, 629.

Letters of Washington to Joseph Reed in 1776, 9 ; Of British

Ottirer (1776;, 14; Of Thanks from Congress to Washington
(1776;, accompanying Medal, 16; Mrs. Winthrop to Mrs.

Warren, 25; General William Phillips to General Heath-
Lieutenant Kingston to General Hnath (1778), 26; Hannah
Arnold to her Son Benedict, :i7 ; Washington to President

of Congress, :i8 ; General Williams to Mr. Coit (1776), 40;

Arnold to Sir Henry Clinton, with Di-spatih (1781), 45; To
Mr. William Tripp, in Loaf of Bread from his Wife, 75; La
Fayette to Washington (1778), 84 ; Washington to General
Nelson (1778). 85; Secret Mode of receivins, at Rhode Island,

86; Colonel Nicola to Washinaton (1782), 104 ; Washington to

Colonel Nicola (1782). 105; Washington to Hamilton (178:i),

108; Washington on Dancing (1799). J 15; Washington to

General Greene (1782'>. 119; Washington to Rochambcau
(1784), 127; Colonel Scott to Author (1850), J27: Putnam to

Washington (1778), 137; Letters of Governor Clinton and
pi-ii(i|ial American Officers to Washington, 138; Arnold
(•'(iu-tiivus") to Andre ("John Anderson') (1780)— Andre
to Arnold, 146, 147; Sir Henry Clinton to Lord George
Geiniiiin, 147; Andre to Colonel .Sheldon. 147; Arnold to

Wiislenuton, 148. 160,201 ; Robinson to Generals Putnam and
Arnold — Arnold to Andrfi. 149; Arnold to Robinson. 150,

151 ; Lieutenant Sutherland to Arnold, 150; Joshua H. Smith
to his Brother (1780), 156; Colonel Jameson to Aniold, 158,

189; Arnold to his Wife, 161; General Putnam to Sir Henry
Clinton, 172; Washington to .Schuyler, 172, 212; General
M'Dougall (1777)—Tryon to General Parsons, 173; Andre
(1779).~contaiiiing Terms of Surrender offered to Garrison
of Fort I'"ayette, 175; Wayne to Washington (1779), 179; Lee
to Wayne— Kiish to Wayne. 181 ; Arnold to Jameson, 189;

Anilie to Washington. 189, 202; Ebenezer Baldwin to Presi-

dent of Yale College (18:i2), 203; Champe to Lee, 208, 209;
Letters from Washington, at Head-quarters, Bergen County,
214; General Lee to General Reed— Lee to Washinston—
Reeii to Lee. 222; General Lee to General Gates (1776), 223

;

Washington to Governor Trumbull (1776)—General Greene
to Governor Cooke— (Colonel Reed to Washington—Wash-
int'ton to President of Congress (1776), 225 ; Washington to

Robeit .Morris—Robert Morris to Wa.^hington (1777), 232;
Washington to Ladies of Trenton (1789)—Mrs. Franklin to

Hut-band (1765), 2.J8; John Dickenson's "Letters of a Penn-
sylvania Farmer"—Circular Letter of Massachusetts, 2.59;

John Polls to Joseph Galloway (1778), 263; John Adams to

his Wife (1774), 268; Circular Letter of Dartmouth to royal

Governors in America, 269; Washinirton to Cai)tain Macken-
zie (1774). 274 : Jetl'crson to Richanl Henry Lee (1776), 277;
Hamilton to Putnam (1777). 297; VVa.'hington to Congress

—

To Governor Livingston (1777), 302 ; Major Andre to a Friend,

descrilliig the Mischianza (1778), 30:i: Mrs. Bache to Dr.

Fr.mklin (1777). 310; La Fayette to Mrs. Reed— M. De
Marhois to Mrs. Reed (1780). 312; Robert Morris to a Friend,
313; i^ullivan to Mesheck Weare—John Eager Howard to

Timothy Pickering—Washington to President of Congress,
318. 322, 338—To his Brother (1777), 318; General Agnew's
Servant to Mrs. Agnew—General Agnew to Mrs. Agnew, &c.,

319, 375; Dr. Franklin to La Fayettt—La Fayette to Dr.
Franklin, 324: Mrs. Washington to Mercy Warren, 332;
Washington to Governor Clinton— General Varnum to Gen-
eral Greene, 335 ; Letters of Washington forced in 1776, 336

;

General Hamilton to Governor Clinton (1778), 337; Anon-
ymous Letters of Correspondence between Washington,
Gates, and Conway (1777), 338 ; Board of War to La Fayette
(1778) — La Fayelte to Washington, 339; Conway to Congress
—Letters of (jates—Mifflin—Dr. Gordon to Gates—Conway
to Washington. 340; Beaumarchais to Baron Steuben. 341;
George HI. to Lord North, 349 ; Sir Henry Clinton to Wash-
iei;t<)ti— Washington to Governor Livinuston, 349 ; Reverend
Mr Duchfi to Washington, 351 ; Washington to La Fayette,
354: Lee to Washington—Washington to Lee, 360; Howe
to Was^hington (1777), 385; Intercepted, of Governor Rob-
ert l':den—General Lee to Mr. Jenifer (1774), 401; W.ish-
ington to Dr. Cochran (1779), 407; Of Franklin to White-
field, 408: Of Introduction to Augu-tine Washington, 415;
La Fayette to Washington (1789), 415; Thomas Paine to

Washington. 416; Mrs. Washington's Grand dauahter to

Mr. Sparks. 420; Mr. Ciistis to the Author, 424: Washington
censuring his Nephew for supplyin!: British with Provisions,

435 ; Of u British Spy, by William Wirt, 447 ; Washington's

intercepted by Clinton, 465 ; Dinwiddle to M. De .St. Pierre
in 1753, borne by Washington, 473, 474 ; Logan to Colonel
Cresap, 489 : Chevalier De Cambray to Captain Sominerville,

500; Dunmore's, from Farrey Man-of-war, to Virginia House
of Burgesses in 177,5, 504 ; George HI., in reply to Lord
George Germain, on Intelligence of Surrender of Cornwallis
at Yorktown, 528 ; Jellerson to Muhlenberg, 540 ; Washington
to General Heath, 550; Jefferson to Governor Patrick Henry,
552 ; George III. to Lord North. 553 ; Bancroft to David L.

Swain, 578; Intercepted, of Governor Martin to (ieneral

Gage, 580; Governor Martin to Rosset, 581; Governor
Caswell to his Son. 585; General Greene to Luzerne and
La Fayette, 680; General Ashe to Governor Caswell, 713;
Corn wallis to British Outposts in South Carolina, 715 ; Wright
to Gage, intercepted, 725; Conciliatory, from Governor
Wright to Georgia Assembly in 1776, 727; From Howe to

Washington, 802; Of Washington, 813; Circular, to Govern-
ors of States, on Subject of disbanding the Army, in 1783.

837.

Lewis, General Morgan, succeeds Colonel Ogden as President
of General .Society of the Cincinnati, in 1838, 129.

Lewis, Anna Estelle, Quotation from, 183.

Lewis, General Andrew, on Expedition to Fort Duquesne, 470;

On Expedition to the. Scioto in 1774, 487 ; .Sent to dislodge

Dunmore from Gwyn's Island in 1775—Biographical Sketch
of, 537.

Lewis, Colonel Charles, killed on Expedition to the Sciota in

1774, 488.

Lewis, {;olonel Fielding, biographical Sketch of, 427.

Lewis, Elizabeth. Notice of, 427.

Libel, Home Tooke's, on British Troops, 17.

Liberty, Daughters of, hold Meeting under .Sycamores, at Ro-
ger Williams' .Spring, in 1769, resolving not to drink Tea be-

fore Duties should be taken off, 58.

Liberty, Sons of, at Norwich. 31, 32: In Maryland in 1776, 400;

In North Carolina in 1766, 509; In Geori;ia in 1774, 724; In

South Carolina in 1765, 748; In New York in 176.5—Held
public Meeting at Richard Howard's, 787 ; Erect Liberty Pole

in 1776, 790; Hold Meetings at Hampden Hall, 791; Seize

Arms, 794.

Liberty, Sloop, destroyed at Newport in 1765, 71.

Liberty Hall Academy (Ciueen's Museum), Charlotte, North
Carolina, Notice of, 599.

Liberty Tree at Boston, destruction of, 15; At Norwich, Notice

of, 31 ; At Charleston, Notice of, 748.

Library, Prince's, used for Fuel by the British, 15.

Lietch, Major, killed at Battle of Harlem Plains in 1776. 818.

Life Guard, Washington's. Names and Rank of, 120, 121.

Lillington, General John Alexander, in Battle at Moore's Creek
Bridge in 1776— Biographical Sketch of, 585.

Lillinuton, Miss Margaret H., Notice of .585.

Lincoln, General Benjamin, Plan of driving British from Bos-

ton Harbor in 1776— Its Execution, 15; At Siege of York-
town in 1781, 517; Calumniated on Surrender of (^hurleston

—Made Prisoner by Clinton in 1780, 667 ; Biograjihical Sketch
of, 733; At Battle of Port Royal Island in 1779.759; At Battle

of Stono Ferry, 761; At King's Bridge in 1781. 832.

Lindsey, Captain, sails from Newport in Packet Hannah, in

1772—Chased into Providence by British Schooner Gaspee,
61.

Livingston, Colonel Henry, hands Letter to Arnold relative to

Violation of Flag of Truce, 150 ; Conceives Plan for destroy-

ing Vulture—In command at Stony Point, at Time of Ar-

nold's Treason—Biographical Sketch of, 152.

Livingston, Colonel Henry B., at Battle of Quaker Hill in 1778,

83.

Livingston, William, writes Memorial to American Colonies in

1774, 269.

Livingston, Hon. Robert R., Secretary of Foreicn Affairs iu

1782, 308.

Livingston, Philip. Signer of Declaration of Independence

—

Grave of at York. Pennsylvania, 339.

Lloyd's Neck, Operations at. in 1780, 833.

Locust Hill, near Y'onkers, Encampment of American Troops
on, in 1781, 832.

Locke, Colonel Francis, killed in Skirmish at Charlotte in 1780,

626.

Locke, .lohn, biographical Sketch of 560.

Logan, James, Secretary to Penn—Cayuga Chief biographical

Sketch of—Extracts from his Speech, 313; Murder of his

Family at Baker's Cabin, in 1774—Letter to Cajitain Cresap,

489: Disdains to treat with Dunmoie—Notice of 490.

Logan, Colonel Benjamin, erects Fort Logan, Kentucky, in

177(i, 493.

London Company, Formation of, in 1606—Names of its Mem-
bers, 451 ; G'ranted a new Charter in 1612, 457; Dissolution

of, in 1024, 458.

Longfellow, Quotation from, 184. 392.

Long Island. Evacuation of by Americans in 1776, 813.

Lossberg. in Battle on Quaker Hill in 1778, 83.

Loudon, Lord, appointed lo chief command of Troops in Amer-
ica in 1757—Succeeds Dunmore as Governor of Virginia \D

1758, 479.

Louis XVI. furnishes United .States with material Aid, 509
Louisville, Kentucky, early History of, 495.

Love, William H.. Notice of, 083.
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Lovell, General, on Expedition ajninst Penobscot in 1779, 26.

Luddingtoii. Colonel, at Tarrytown in 1777, 165.

Ludweli, I'hilip. Notice of, 446, ^Ail.

Lunt, George. Quotation from, 27.

Luzerne. M. De, Interview with Arnold, 144.

L,j'nc-h, Anne C . Quotation from, 123.

Lynuh, Colonel, at Battle of Guilford in 1781, 609.

Machin, Captain Thomas, constructs Chevauxde-frise across

Hud.son River in 1778, 114; Superintends stretching great

Chain across the Hudson, 137.

Mack.iy, Captain, in Expedition to Fort Duquesne in 1754,476.

MacKellar, 'J'homas, Quotation from, 169. 331.

Madison. President James, in Constitutional Convention at

Richmond in 1788, 438.

Magaw, Colonel, refuses to surrender Fort Washington to Brit-

ish in 1776, 825.

Mahara, Colonel Hezekiah, biographical .Sketch of, 707.

Malcolm, Donald, in Expedition against Regulators in 1771,576.

Manhattan Island, Notice of—Signification of its Name—Visited

by Verrazaui, 782.

Manning, Diah, Grave of, 39.

Mftuteo. Indian Chief, baptized by command of Raleigh—In-

vested Ijy White with Title of " Lord of Roanoke"—First

American Peer. 4.50.

Manufactures, Colonial, Restrictions upon, in 1731, 563; In

North Carolina. Premiums offered for. in 177.5, 582; Cotton,

in North Carolina, ,594 ; Iron, in North Carolina, 613 ; Cot-

ton, in South Carolina, 657.

Marbois, M. l)e. Secretary of French Legation—Account of Ar-

noUI and Luzerne, 144 ; Extract of Letter to Mrs. Reed, 312.

Marechiiussee, Corps of, defined. 466.

Maria, Queen Henrietta, Maryland named after, 395.

Marion. General Francis, biographical Sketch of, 683 ; In Ex-
pedition against Cherokees in 1760. 646 ; Styled the "Swamp
Fox." 651, 770 ; At Battle of Hobkirk's Hill in 1780, 680; At
Charleston in 1775—Formation of his Brigade—An Accident

—His first Expedition against Tories, 769; His various Ex-

ploits in South Carolina, 770-772 ; Destruction of his Camp,
772; Operations near Charleston, 773; Relieves Colonel

Harden at Parker's Ferry

—

A Legislator—Again in the Field,

775.

Markham, William, Notice of 2-53.

Marriages, consummated in North Carolina without License,

in 17i)7, 571 : Quaker, in North Carolina. 61.3, 614.

Martial Law declared at Cbatleston in 1782. 74.5.

Mar.sb:iU. Chief Justice. Portrait of. in Capitol at Richmond. 436.

Marsliall. Major Thomas, at Battle of Great Bridge, near Nor-

folk, in 1775, .535.

Martha's Vineyard, plundered by General Grey in 1778, 84.

Martin, Josiah, succeeds Tryon as Governor of North Carolina

in 1771.578; Issues Proclamation disapproving of District

Meetings in 1774, ,579; Seeks Aid from Regulators in 177,5

—

Flees to Fort Johnson for personal Safety— Issues menacing
Proclamation, 580: Endeavors to win Highlanders to Cause
of the King. .580, .583; Supposed to be accessory in inducing

Slaves to rise against their Masters—Letter to De Rosset,

5*11 ; Biographical Sketch of, 588.

Martin. Judge, Notice of, 62J,

Maryland, called upon by Consress for Funds to carry on War
in 1780, 87 : Constitution of, adopted in 1776, 289 ; Forbids

her Delegates votinj for Declaration nf Independence in

1776, 276; Early History of—Origin of Name. 395; Charac-

ter of its first Charter— Toleration, its chief Glory, 396; Its

first Settlers in 1633—The Asylum for persecuted English

Puritans, 397; First legislative" Assemlily convened in 1635,

398; Representative Government established in 1639— In-

volveii in Civil War under Clayborne in 1644—Religious An-

imosity between Protestants and Roman Catholics in 1649-
Toleratiun of the latter—Civil War in, in 1655, 398 ; Govern-

ors of, noticed, 399; Empowers its Delegates in Congress to

vote for Declaration of Independence—Adopts State Consti-

tution in 1776, 402.

Mashapaus, or Alexander's Lake, Legend of its Orisin, 27.

Mason. Captain. Expedition against Pequods in 1637,47; His

Narrative. 48.

Mason, Captain, at Siege of Fort Henry in 1777, 498.

Mason, George, draws up Declaration of Rights and Plan of

Government in 1776. 505.

Mason, Mrs. Eunice, Notice of, 34.

Massachusetts, Militia organized anew by the Provincial Con-

gress in 1776, 10 ; Assembly sanctions General Lincoln's

Plan of driving the British from Boston Harbor, 15; Ingrat-

itude to Roger Williams. 55; Militia join Expedition against

Rhode Island, under Hancock, in 1778, 80; Called upon by

Congress for Funds to carry on War in 1780. 87; Suffering

of her Colonists during King Philip's War in 1676, 95; In-

structs Congress on Subject of Independence in 1776, 275;

Constitution of, adopted in 1779, 289 ; Invites other Colonies

to meet her in a General Congress, in 176.5, at New York,

463 ; The first to suggest Committees of Correspondence
within its own Domain, 485.

Massacre. Boston, 12; At Hancock's House in 1778, 345; Farr

Family, by Pine Robbers, 368; Near Paoli in 1777. 369, 370;

Indian at Jamestown in 1622—Number killed, 458; Of Lo-

gan's Family at Baker's Cabin in 1774, 489 ; Of Family of

Daniel Boone, 491 ; Whites, by Indians, on the RoanoRc rtnd

Pamlico Sound, in 1711, 562; Of Virginia Rangers by Cher-
okees, on the Tennessee, in 1760, 646; Of Buford's Regi-

ment, near the Waxhaw, in 1780, 664.

Massasoii, Domains of—.Solemn League of Friendship with
Whites— IJis Son Alexander, 90,

Mather, (Cotton. Quotation from—No Credence due his Book,
93, 94.

Matthews, General, returns to New York from marauding Ex-
pedition to Virginia in 1779, 212; Devastates Suffolk in 1779
—Proceeds with Admiral (Collier to Stony Point, 538.

Matthews, Major Thomas, at Battle of Germantovvn in 1777,

317 ; Abandons Fort Nelson and flees to Dismal Swamp in

1779. 538.

Matthews, Samuel, elected Governor by Virginians in 1656,

460.

Mattocks, Captain John, killed in Battle of King's Mountain in

1780, 634.

Mauney, Dr. John, dresses Wound of Duddington on board
Gaspce, 62.

Mawhood, Colonel Charles, Expedition against military Posts

in New Jersey in 1778, 344.

Maxwell, General William, at Battle of Monmouth—Biograph-
ical Sketch of, 358.

Maxwell, Major, at Fort Granby. 688.

Mayer, Brantz, Discourse of, 4b9.

M'Aden, Reverend Hush. Notice of, 591.

M'Ance, Mr., Notice of,' 708.

M'Arthur, Major, at Battle of Cowpens in 1781, 640.

M'Cabe, John C, Quotation from, 542.

M'Call, at Battle of Cowpens in 1781, 640.

M'Caule, Reverend Thomas, at Battle of Cowan's Ford in 1781,

599.

M'Claghrey, Colonel, captured at Fort Clinton in 1777, 1G7.

M'Clenahan. Colonel, at Battle at Gwyn's Island in 1776, 538.

M'Clure, (Japtain John, Biographical Sketch of, 663.

M'Cracken, Captain, mortally wounded in Expedition against

Indian Towns on the Scioto in 1782, .501.

M'Culloch, Major, at Siege of Fort Henry in 1777, 499.

MDonald, Allan. Notice of, 584.

M'Donald, Flora, saves Life of Charles Edward, 583 ; Roman-
tic Adventure of, .584.

M'Donald, General Donald, Patriotism of, 565: Appointed by
Martin to distribute Proclamations of, in 1776, 583 ; Made
Prisoner at Battle of Moore's Creek Bridge, 588.

M'Dougall, General Alexander, succeeds (ieneral Heath in

command at Peekskill in 1777—Biographical Sketch of, 172;

At Invasion of Peekskill, 173; Imprisoned at New York in

1769. 792; In Battle of White Plains in 1776. 822.

M'Dowell. Colonel, at Battle of King's Mountain in 1780, 631;

At Battle of Cowpens in 1781, 637.

M'Dowell, Mrs. Ellen. Patriotism of, 631.

M'Elwees. William, Notice of, 635.

M-Evers. Mr., Notice of 114.

M'Fingall, Trumbull's. Quotation from, 174, 351, 364.

MGehee, ,lohn C, Notice of 691.

M'lntosh, General Lachlin, sent against Indian Towns in the
Ohio Country, in 1778, 499; Erects Fort MIntosh and Fort
Laurens on Beaver Creek, .500; Duel with Gwinnett— Bio-

graphical Sketch of, 728 : At Siege of Savannah in 1779, 735.

MKean. Thomas. President of Continental Congress nt Phila-

delphia in 1781, 527.

M'Kinley, Governor, attempt to seize, by British after Battle

of Brandyvvine. 385.

M'Lane, Captain, at Encampment on Barren Hill, under La
Fayette, in 1778, 3-.'8.

M'Lane, Colonel Allen, Stratasem of, to break up Mischianza
Fete in Philadelphia, in 1778, 311.

M'Lellan, Jun , Quotation from, 6,56.

M'Leod. Captain, in marauding Expedition to Virginia, under
Cornwallis. in 1781, 549; In Battle at Moore's Creek Bridge
in 1776, .588: In Battle of Guilford, 60'J.

M'Mahon, Quotation from. 401.

MPherson, Major, at Battle of Spencer's Ordinary in 1781, 464

;

At Battle near Jamestown Island, 466.

Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, Patriotism of, in 1777

—

Convention at Charlotte in 1775, 617; Declaration of Inde-

pendence, History of, 62'2.

Medal, awardeii to General Washington, described. 16; To
Lord Niirth, by Oxford University, 18; To General Wayne,
180; To Lieutenant Colonel DeFleury. 181 ; To Major Stew-
art, 182; To f;Hptors of Andre, '205

; To General Hugh Mer-
cer, '2.37; In France, to Franklin, '288; To General Morgan,
638; To Colonel Howard. 639 ; 'I'o Colonel Washington, Ml

;

To General Greene, 704 ; To Major Lee. 8'29.

Meeker, M.ajor. at Battle of Minisink in 1779,102.

Memorial of American Officers and Soldiers to Congress, in

1789, respectins Grievances, 105; Of John Holt, 534.

Mercer. General Hugh, relates his Dream to Mrs. Keith, 226;
At Battle of Princeton in 1777, 235; Mortally wounded—His

Bravery to the last—Place of his Death, '236
; His Monument

—Biographical Sketch of. 237 ; Portrait of. by Peale, 241 .

Grave of, 249 ; Notice of, 4'28.

Mercer, Colonel, at Battle near Jamestown Island in 1781, 46&
Merrill, John, House of, attacked by Indians in 1777—Heroism
of his Wife, 498.
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Message, parting, of Governor William Vena to Pennsylvania

Assiimbly. in 1708, 257.

Messer. ("iiptiiin. reprieved by Tryon—Anecdote of his little

Son, .'>77 ; Wife and Children kept as Hostages—His Execu-

tion. 57S.

Methodists in Georgia in 17:!2. 722.

tliantononiuh, Indi.m Clii.-f. Notice of, 28, 29; Monument of,

29; Grants Land to Ko^cr Williams in 1C:J6, .54.

Mifflin, Gimoral Thomas, alleged Opponent of Washington at

Valley Forge in 1778. 3:i(); Biographical Sketch of, 841 ; Ad-

dresses Washington at AnnapoTis, 841, 842.

Militia. Massachusetts, reorganized liy the I'rovinrial Congress

in 177li, 10; Penn.-^ylvania, Nunil)er cnrnllrd in 1775, lb; Nor-

wich, march to Boston under Major John Durkee in 1774,

32; Join Washington's Army in 177t>. 22G.

Miller, Captain, captured in .Skirmish by Lee in 1781, (i03.

Minisink, early Settlement of—Indian Depredations at, in 1778-

9, 101.

Ministers, British, Denunciations against, in Parliament, alter

Evacuation of Boston, 19.

Minuits, Peter, first Governor of New York, 78.3.

Minutc-mon in Virginia in 1775.505; In North Carohna, Uni-

form of, 562.

Miranda, Don Francisco de. Notice of, 571.

Mirror, New York, Reference to, 100.

Mischianza. Fete in 1778, Andre's Description of, 303.

Mob, in Philadelphia, in 176.5. 2.-)8
: In N.w York, on arrival of

Stamps in 1765. 788 ; Stamps delivered to Mayor—Quiet. 789.

Moheiran Country, Notice of, 28 ; Invaded by Narragansets in

164.5,2!).

Molly, Captain, at Fort Clinton in 1777, 164; Courage and

Bravery of, at Battle of Monmouth— liiographical Sketch ol,

301.

Monckt(m Colonel, killed at Cattle of Monmouth m l/i8—
Grave of at Freehold. 36.1.

Monoll. J. J., Addiess of, at Dedication of Ilasbrouck House,

Newbugh, in 18.50, 99.

Monell. Mrs., Quotation from. 99.

Money, I'aper, Depreciation of in South Carolina, in 1780, 763 ;

Spurious, circulated at N. w York in 1777. 836.

Monk. General George (Duke of Albemarle), Notice of, 559.

Monmouth, 'J'opography of. 356.

Monroe, President Janus, wonnded at BaItU- of Trenton, 227;

At Con-titutional Convention at Richmond in 1788,438;

Anecdote of, 439.

Monta"iie. Alindiam, Notice of Public Ilou.oe in New "i ork, i87.

Moiitaunie. Reverend Mr, directed by Wa>hiiigton to carry

Dispatch lo Morristown—Captured—Imprisoned in Sngar-

hou.se ill New York, 213.

Montaiiue, Admiral, insolent Letter of, to Governor Wanton in

1772, 61.

Monigomery. Captain. Notice of .'j76.

Wonluoui ry. Colonel, in Expedition against the Chcrokees in

17ti0, 645
Mont-cmiery, Major, killed at Fort Griswold in 1781, 44.

MontmortMici, Duke De Laval, at Siege of Yorktown m 1781,

Monument, spulchral, of Miantouomoh. 29; Unca", 30; Will-

iam Williams. 35: Tnmi'uill, 36: Grotoii. 46: Bishop Sea-

buiy,5(): Steiihen Hopkins. .56 : Gov, -nior Cooke. .57: Perry.

67; III Miiuoiy of the Slain at iMiiii^ink 103; Wood. Weft
Point, l.il; Ko-ciiiszko. 137; Van Wart. 19.>: Major And r.i.

19!>: H.ipp.-r,2l4; (i.iieial Mercer, -,'37 : Peiiii's Treaty, 254 ;

Colon.-! Gieeiav li.d Hank. 295: La Fayette. 326: Clialhaiu,

348; Woo.ihull, 365: l'holi.372: W,i-liington. 3i)0. 424 ; Na-

val at the Capitol at Wa^hin.;ton. 411; At Birth i>la<-e ot

Wa-liiiiL'loii, 424: Wa.-lMUti.n's Moth. r. 423. 427. 428; Wash-

inu'toii. liiihinoiid. 4 !7 : Proposed by Congress to be erected

at Yorktown, 527; G n.ral F.dw.iid Stevens. 535: <Jn King's

Mount .in. 634: Baton He Kalb. Cttf ; G. iienil Na>h. at Kulps-

villr, 675: Colonel Maham, 707; Grceue and Pulaski, at Sa-

vannah, 720.

Moore, Caiitain James, lakes Prisoners at Nassau Hall, Prince-

ton, ill 1777, 238.

Moore, Colonel, in Expedition against Southern Indians in

17i:!, .562.

Moore, James elect.'d Governor of South Caiolinn in 1719,746.

Moore, ('olonel Jam,-s. Noti.e of, .582: Commands Expedition

a,Mi!i-t lli-hlan.l. r.-i, in North Carolina, in 1776, ;584.

Mo.n-e, J.icob B., Notice of 123.

Moore, Judge Maurice, Notice of, 572.

Mooie, Sainael, Notice of, 116.

Moore. Tii.imas. Qnofat on from. .539.

M. lore's Creek l?ri.l:.'e, Bntlli- at. .58.>,

Moravian K.stablishm.nts at BrihI. hem, Peniisylvamn, and nt

Hal.in, North Carolina — Nuns at Betlileh. in, 391 : Sellle-

m nts ill North Carolina in 1749, .565, 566 ; At Ebenczer,

G.()rgia. in 1733, 722.

Mor^laii, American Spy in Coniwalhs'.s Camp, SU.

Mor-iii. Dr. John, biojiaphical Sketch of. 240.

Mor.'.n. G.'neral Daniel, Interview with Grciene at Sherravd s

Ford in 1781, 597 : R.^treats across the Yadkin on Approach

of Cornwallis, 600: Resigns in ill Health, 602; Biographical

Sketch of. 637 ; At Battle of Cowpens in 1781, 6:18.

Morpeth, Lor.l. Quotation from. 417.

Morris. G. P., Quotation from, 134. 407, 780.

Morris, Governor Louis R., Notice of, 308.

Morris, Major, badly maimed in Skirmish at Whitemarsh, 321.

Morris, Robert, renders pecuniary Aid to American Army in

1776, 232: Biographical Sketch of (see Signers of Declaration

of Indep. ndeiice, Supplement)—Large Fortune of, 313 ; Ni>

lice of, ;50'.l.

Morion, Charles F., Notice of, 114.

Morven, or Stockton Kstate 242.

Motte, Mrs. Jacob (Rebecca Biewton), biographical Sketch ot,

685; Her Patriotism. t'iS6.

Mott, Edward, Deputy Governor of Virginia in 170.5, 471.

Motto, on Washington's Medal, 16; On Lord North's Mednl,

18; Of Rhode Island, 70: On Banner of Washington's Life

Guard, 120 ; On Certificate of Membership of the Cincin-

nati, 128: On Order of same. 129; On Medal awardijd to

General Wayne, 180; On Medal awarded to Lieutenant-col-

onel De Fleuiy, 181 ; On Medal awarded to Major Stewart,

182 ; On Medals awarded to Captors of Andre, 205 ; On Medal
awarde.l to General Mercer. 2:17 ; On triumphal Arch to

Wasbiiiiiton, liy Ladies of Trenton, 245; On Mischianza
Ticket, 304 ; Of Knights at the Mischianza. 305 ; On triumph-

al Arches in honor of Lord Howe. 306. 307; On Sword pre-

sented to La Fayette, 326; On S-al of William Penn, 256;

On Liberty Bell in State House, Philadelphia, 272 ; On Medal
awar.led t.i Fraiikl n, 288 ; On Banner of Pulaski at Baltimore,

393; On Greenougli's Statue of Washington, 411 ; Of Patrich

Henry, arousing the Continent to Action, 437 : On Miniature

Horseshoe presented to Spoltswood by George I.. 472 ; In

Spei-ch of Patrick Henry, 502; On Great Seal of Virginia

—

On Culpepper Minute men Flas, .505; On British Flag. 528;
On Jetleisoii's Seal, .548; On .Silver Crescents worn by Pa-

triots of North Carolina, ,587; On Medal awarded to General
Morcan.(i38; On Medal awarded to Colonel Howard, 639;

On ^Iedal awarded to C<iIonel Washington, 641
; On Gener

al Nash's Monument at Kulpsville, 675; On Medal awarded
to General Gr.-ene, 704 : On Effigy at Charleston in 1765,

747: Uttered by G.neral Pinckney, 764; On Kip Arms, 803;

On Beekinau Anns, 817.

Moultrie. William, in Lxpedition against Cherokees in 1760,

646; Biographical Sketch of, 751 ; Erects a Fort at Charles-

ton, 7:52; Bravery at Charleston in 1776, 7.57 ; Battle on Port

Royal Island, 7.59 ; Marches t.) (Charleston, and ciunmauds
there. 760; Made Prisoner at Charleston in 1780. 7ti7.

Mountain Men, Notice of, 630.

Mount De;irb()rn, Notice of, 657.

Mount Holly, Notice of, 3.53.

Mount Vernon described, 414. 418.

Moylan. Colonel, at Bombardment of Boston, 11.

Miiuifor.l, Captain, c;iptiires Briti>h Ship Iloiie— deceives mor-
tal Wound oft' Point Shirley—His dying Words. 1.5,

Mublenber::. General John P. G.. at Battle of Germantown in

1777. 317; ,4t Battle of Brandywine in 1777— Biographical

Sket h of, 383.

Muloyne. John, escapes with (jovornor Wright. 726.

Munitions of War, niannfictur.Ml in America jirior to Revolu-

tion, 18, .583; S.izuie of. at Charleston, in 177.5, 750.

Murray, lion. Charles A. Notice of. .503.

Murray, John B , tirocures from London Franklin's Printing-

pr.ssin 1841, 408.

Mnsi;rave Colonel, at Battle of Germantown in 1777, 316.

Mutiny in American Camp, in .Southern Campaign, in 1781,

705 : At (Charleston in 1782, 776 ; Of Troops of Pennsylviraia

Line, 837.

N.ipoleon Bonaparte. Work on Ejypt. in Brown University, 63;

His OpinOn of D daration oiliidepend.'nce. 288: Opinion of

a Free Press, 460; Causes Notes to be forged on Bank of

Austria. &36.

Nash. General Francis, kilVd at Battle of Germantown in 1777

— Biograiihical Sk.tch of. 320
Nash, GoviriKU- Abiier, biographical Sketi h of, 675.

Nassau Hall, Colleg.' ol N. w J. rsey 238. 243.

Navy. British, proposed Augmentation of, on American Station,

ill' 177.5.20.

Naval (Commanders of Revolution, 88.

Naval Seamen of the lievoliition. 88.

Navy Yanl atGosp.iit. Viruiiiia. 540,

N.-cotowance sueceeils Opechaiicanoug'i—Comjielled to ac-

knowledge Sover. iL'iity of England—Cedes all Lands to th?

Whites bet w. I 11 Paimiiikev and James llivcrs, 459.

Negro Plot at New York in l'741, 786.

Neil. Colonel, ill Battle at liocky Mount in 1780 6.59,

N.lson, William, acting Governor of Virginia in 1770.47.3,

N.'lson. GovernorThomas, Notici- of 443: Grave of— liiosrnph-

ical Sketch of, .508: At Si.ge of Yoiktown in 1781. 517; Pa
triotism of, 521 ; Notice of 530: Indicated by Jetllrson for

Governor of Viriiinia in 1781, 547.

Nelson, President (S. otch Tom). Notice ol", .530.

Nelson. Rol>ert and William captured in 1781, 549.

Nelson's Ferry. Notice of 70,5.

Neutral Ground on Hudson, Extent of, 185.

New Bedford, plundered by the British in 1778, 84.

Newburih, WasliitiL'toii's Head-quarters at, 99; Sittlement of,

100; Cantonment of the American Army at, in 1780,8,3,103,

104.

New England, Churches of, denounced as anti-Christian by
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Roger Williams in 1734.53; Villnges destroyed in King Phil-

ip's W^r, 94.

New Kii^liiiuleis settle in North Cnrolina in IfiGI, r&O.

New IIiini|.>liire, iHlled upon liy Congress lor Fund.-* to cnrry

on the Wiir in 1780, 87 ; Constitution of, iidoptt.-d prior to

177ti, ^'8!t : Holds Congress, in 177(i, relative to Declaration of

Indi-pindence, 27(i.

New J.rscy, called upon by Conarcss for Funds to carry on

the War in 1780.87 : Early Settleinmt by t^wedes in IboS—
Oppo.-iition ot the Dutch, -jrvi; Constitution of. adopted prior

to 177ii. 28'.'; KvacuatioM of, by 15rili.-h. in 1777, 240; Tiikes

Measures relative to Declaratmn of Independence in 177fi,

27(5; Con.-^titution adopted in 177(1.289: Karly History of—
Grai.tid to Duke of York in ]Gt)4,784.

Newell. Tlruolhy. Notice of, 13.

New LomloM, Counectieut, .'Settlement of, in 1658-59,29,41;

Topography of. 41, 42. 43; Its Fortiticatious— Its Uarlior re-

sorted to by Cai)tain Kidd—Als^o by Briti.-^h Fleets— Patriot.

ism of the People in 1774, 4 1 ; Vessels of War and Privateers

sent from in Kevolution— Prizes—.Arrival of Briti,-h Fleet,

under .•\rnold, in 1781. 42; Destruction of the Town and

Propel ty. 43: Cruelties at Fort Griswold— Blockaded by
British Fleet in 1813, 45.

New London. Maryland, Notice of, 387.

Newman, Dr. Anthony. Anecdote of his Sons, GOO.

Newport, lihode I.^land, founded in 1(>39. 70; A favorite Place

of nsort before the Revolution. 71 : Quaker Hill—Attempt

of Brili.-h to d(.'.«troy it- Preseott's Head-quarters, 67; 'Ton-

omy Hill — Hubbard House and Mdl, GS : Its Harbor—De-
etnn-tion of British Sloop Librruj in 17G5. 71; Hostilities at,

in 1775. 7;J: 'J'opo:;raphy of, 80; 'I'ovvn Reconls of, sunk at

Hell (iate by Sir Henry Clinton—Recovered and sent back.

65: Naval Seamen of, durini; licvoiiition, SB : deduction of

Inhabitants dining Revolution, 88; Amount of Property de-

stroyi'd durini.' Ri.'volution, 89.

Newport Cai)tain Christopher, sails for Virginia with Colonists

in Uidfi. 451 ; Visits Powhatan in 1(:07—Returns to Englaiul,

452; Revi.-its Virginia with Kinigrants and Supplies in l(i08

Loiids his Vessel with worthless F.arth. supposeil to be

Gold, anil returns to ICngland, 455: Sails again with F.mi-

prants for Virginia —Stranded on Bermuda— Proceeds to

Janii'slown. 4.5().

Newspapirs, American—Connecticut Gazetteer, .50; Newport
MenMiy,71 : liiviimtoirs Royal Gazetteer, lib. 198. 2i3, 79(1,

797; N^ "' VoikMaui^zine. I3ti; Connecticut Journal— Print e-

ton Whiu'. 233: New England Couranr,249; The MrdUy-
True American, 2.58; Pennsylvania Journal. 259. 270, 331 :

Pennsylvania Evening' Post, 2(>1 : Friends' Misci llany. 2G2;

Public l.edijer, Pbilad.4pbia. 307: Marvlaiid Gazette, 400; Na-

tional Int. lli::encer. 413; Holt's New York Journal 4:!2, 434,

7eH.7^7. 79l,"792.79(;. 801 : Vir-inia Gazette in I7;ili,490; Vir-

ginia (lazette in 17(;8, 4(i9, .5 !(i. :')37 ; Brother Junalhan, 52G:

New York Gaz.tte and Post Boy. .534: Southern Literary

Messen;;er .=)45: North Carolina Mauazine or Univ. rsal Intel-

Ji2,.ncer—North C^irolina Gazette and Weekly Post Biiy,.5fiG:

Norlli Carolina We.kly Tim.s. .5li9 ; Cap.- Fear Mercuvy,

581, G23; Wilmington Chronirle. .582; Ral.i:ih Reci-t.-r, G22,

623; E-'sex lle-ister. Massachusetts. (;22: M.issac hus.tts Spy
— South Ciu-oliua G.-izctte and Country Jonrn.il. (;-.'3: Geor-

eia Gizette. 725: New York Weekly Journal-N. w Yoi k

Gazett'.717.78G,787: New York M.'n-nry, 787, 7911. fOI. 83li

;

New Y'ork Weekly Gazette. 78G. 787 : Maryb.nd Journal,

793: Constitutional Gazett. —Loyal American Gazette, 79G;

Knickerl.oi kcr Masazine. fOl.

Newspai'eis. British — I.onilon General Evening Post, 200;

Martin's Mi.s,-,llanv 471.

New Win.lsor New 5'ork. Washington's Head quarters at, in

1779. 91. 113.

New 5'. irk. State, called npon by Conzress for Funds to carry

or. W;,r ill 1780. 87: C<instituii<iii of, tirst printed at Fishkill,

125: Alojited in 1777,289; M.-asiins t..keii by, relative to

Decb.riition of linli'i" ndenc-i', in 177(i. 275

New 5ork City. British I'l. et arrives at, in 1778. 84; Head-

quaiters of Arnold m 1780. 209: Demonstralions of .I..y ,.wl

IndiLiiiaiioii, on N. ws of Declaration ol linlepeiid no. in 177fi

—n.stru( tion of ecjuestrian Statin' of (Jeors;.- Ill . 285: G. n-

cral Cnnuriss coiiv. nes in 17(;.5. 483; Early Ili.story of 782:

Gov.rnm.nt estalilislied. 783: S.'ized by the Euilisb in 1704

— Att.'nipt to innzzl.' the Press in 1732 Ne-ro Plot in 1741.

78G; Arriviil of Stamps in I7(;5 788; Ex. iteinei.taii.l Tninn^t,

788: li.ioii-iiiiis on Rep. al of Stamp Act—Statue irett.Ml in

Honor of Pitrrin 1770 789: Mnriiinrini; against Mutiny Act

— Er.clion and cnttin;.' down of Li'.i.rty Pole. 790; Soldiers

disarmeil— F.r. ction of hfih liberty Pol.— P<ilifical Coaliiion.

791 : Imprisouiuent of MDoiigall. and parlial Tr umjjh of

Toryism—Arrival of T.-a-ship Nmirii in 1773 - Destruction

of the 'J'ea, 792: ' Patrhian" .m.l "'i'ribune" Parties formed

in 1774—Meetins of Provincial Congress- Seiziin; of Arms
—Independent Post-office established, 793; Arming of the

People—Closing of Customhouse—Arms seized by Sons of

Liberty—Fortiticat;on.a.794: Captureof Brit ."^h Stores—Coin-

tnittee of One Hundred. 795; Bemoval of Cannons from Bat-

tery—Cannonade from the ,^«)Vi, 79G; De.«truct;on of Rivin:;-

ton's printing Materials. 797: Disarmins of 'I'ories—Encanip-

toent of Lee, 798: Preparation for Defense in 1776. 800;

Tryon's Plot for destroying Washiugton - Declaration of In-

dependence read to American Army—Destruction of Statu*

ofGeorae HI. in Bowlini; Green- Of British Arms in Chun hes,

801 ; Etfect of Declaration of Inde])endence— Governor's Isl-

and, Notice of, 802; Alaim at, on Arrival of British al Long
Island, l!05; Washington makes Arrangements for Ev.iiuation

—Condition of Continental Army—Disposition of the British,

813; Attempt to destroy British Ship Engh. 814 ; Evacuation

by Americans, 815; Preparation of British for Invasion-
Fortifications on North part of Island, 816; Flight of Ameri-

cans— Washington's Mortification— Evacuat on by Ameri-

cans, 817 : Great Fire at. in 1776—Trinity Church, 8j9 ; Occu-

pied by British—Residences of Otticcrs—Prisons and Hospi-

tals-Second great Fire in 1778—Explosion of Powder Maga-

zine by Lightning, 836; Evacuation by British in 1783. 838;

Entrance of Ainericans—Washington parts with his Officers

—Rejoicings, S'.iy; Washington's' Departure lor Annapolis,

840.

Nicholas, Colonel, Washington's Life Guard, Notice ot, 120, 438.

Nicholson, Francis. Governor of Maryland, Notice of, 399;

Appointed Deputy Governor of Virginia in 1690—Succeeded

by Andros in 1692, 471 ; Governor of Virginia in 1G98—Re-
moves Seat of Government to Williamsburg— His Plan to

unite idl the Anglo-American Colonies disavowed by Virginia

—Memorializes the Queen to reduce all the t^olonies under

a Viceroy— Disappointed—Succeeded by the Earl of Orkriey

in 1705,471; Succeeds Moore as Governor of South Carolina,

746.

Nicola. Colonel, addresses Letter to Washington, proposing

a King lor America, 104 ; Rebuked, 105.

NicoUs, Richard, assumes Fimctions of Governor over New
Netherlands in 1664, 784.

Nixon, John, first read Declaration of Independence to the

Peojile in 1776, 272.

Noddle's Island refoitified by Colonel Gridley in 1775. 15.

Nolen, H. S.. Quotations from. 390. 398.

Nonconformists banished from Virginia in 1G45. 459.

Norfolk, early History of 532; Rendezvous for British Fleet in

1775 .534; Bombarded by British in 1776, 5'J7; Taken by

British in 1779. 538.

North Castle. Andre at. after his Arrest, 183.

Norristown. Notice of, 330.

North Carolin.i. foremost in taking Steps toward Independ-

ence, 275 : Const,tuti<m of adopted in 1776,289: K;.rly Ilis-

tory-wf. 449. 450, 558 ; First Charter of granted to Heath in

1630, .559 : Historical Society of—Old Bible brought over by
Durant in 1662,5-59; Fundamental Constitutions of Shaltes-

bury and Lock(! in 1669-Extent of the I'rovince. 5(iu
; Ab-

rogation of the Constitution—Government Officers imiiris-

oned—Soth.l banished. .561 : l''irst Legislative Assembly con-

venes at Edenton in 1731. 563; Appoints Delegates to Con-

tin.ntal Congress at Ph'ladelphia in 1775— Provincial Con-

gress (onvenes at N< wluM-n in 1775, .580; I'rovincial Congress

at Hillsborouuh. ."81
; Dir.'ct Emission of Bills of Credit. 582;

Royal Government of ends in 1776—OrganiZi.tioii under Re-

luil.licaii Constitution-Names of state and m btary Officers

Seal. .589: State Liijislature ciuiveiie.s at Hdlsborough. 621.

North Carolinians, Patriotism of, 577, 578; Contribute to the

Reliif of Bosfonians. ;579, .5rO; Approve of Contiii. ntal Con-

gress. .579. .580 ; Hold general Convention in 1774—I'eiuoliate

Tea an.l other Duties— Sympaihiz.' with Massachusetts

—

Si:;n Noniinportatioii A^r. iiii. nt .579 ; Ai)poiiit D.pnties to

Contiiit-ntal Coniiress— Si-'Ze Ciiiiiion at Niwbein. 580: Di-

rect M iitin's ProclaiiMtion to bt- bunird I y loinmon Hang-

man— Provide for rais iig mii.I equippini: military Force for

Dtf.nse of Liberty, 582; Separated lioni South Carolina in

1719,746.
North. G.neral W.. Steuben's Aiil—Biogra] hica! Sketch ol.342.

North, Lord, proiios.s con.-iliatory Bills relative to Disorders

in kwv rica. in 1778 346: Bills passed—Appoinlmi nl of Com-
mission, rs, 347 ; Rtj.tt.d by Americans, 349 ; Resigns his

Office. 777.

Norton. Co'onel, at Battle of Giilford in 1781. 609.

Norwi.h. Coniii< ticut. Indian History of 28.29; Setil'-inent of,

ii, ii;.-,!i— Muh.'iran i 'emi'tery- Uncas's Moniinieiit -Spirit of

tb.' Peopl • in Itevolutimi. ":«); Cel. bratioii under Tret; of

l.ibcrtv—Honors to John Wilkes— Patiioiie Town M. eting

— Believoli n.-e of ill.- People. 31 ; Militia inarch to Boston in

1774, 3.': Birth place ol Arnold, 36: Former Resilience of

(iuvcnior Huntington. 38; His Family Vault—Tnnib ofGen-

eral Jabi z Iliuitin.ton—The old BuryinL'-uronnd, 39; Old
Men of 40.

No-e. Aiiiliony's, Notice of, 163: Origin of Name, 169.

NolUy. Thoiiias. Governor o! Maryland in 1678. :i99.

Nims, Moravian, at Beth!. In in. prepare and [.resent a Bannt r

to Pulatki, 391 ; Longfellow's Hymn on its Const-cration, :ii(a.

Oath of Founders of Rhode Island. 70; Of Allegiance adminis-

t red to Offici'is of American Army b.-for.- leaving Valley

Forge, .3.52: Of Supremacy defined. 3!I5
: Of Allegiance to

Aiiii'^ricaii Cause, tiiken by People of Cabokia in 1778, 496;

Of Vengeance of Dnnniore at Williamsburg, in 1775, 504.

Observatory, Rogers's, near Valley Forge, 333.

Oceatin:k. Notice of 419.

Oicoquan, Notice of 419.

Officers, American, Dissatisfaction of in 1783—Hold privntB

Meeting at Newburg, 107 ; Send anonymous Addresses to the
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Army, 107, 108; Addressed by Wfishinaton—Send Proceed-
ings of Meetiiiir to Congress. 109 ; Uiiiiiiiinoiisly reject I'rup-

ositUins oK nnonymoiis Addresses, 110; Not Ciilled by their

proper Titles by British, IKi; Of Wiishingtoii's Lite Guiird,

120; Medic.il. in American Army in 1777, 240; General,
Names of, appointed in Continental Army in 1777,241 ; Dis-

position of, in 1777, 297; Boldness of, at Philadelphia, in 1778,

311.

Officers, British, excite Indians against Whites after Battle of
Bunker Hill, 497.

Officers, French, cantoned at Lebanon in 1780, 32; Arrive at

Winiam.sburg, Virgiiiin, in 1781, 513.

Ogden, Colonel Aaron, succeeds General Thomas Pinckney as

President General of Society of the Cincinnati, 129 ; Embassy
of, to I'aulus's Hook—Biographical Sketch of. 200; At Battle
of Monmouth, 362; At Siege of Yorktown in 1781, 519.

Ogilvie, Mrs., Notice of, 135.

Ogle, Captain, at Siege of Fort Henry in 1777, 498.

Oglethorpe, General James, biosraphical Sketch of, 721; Com-
mands in South Carolina and Georgia in 1739—In Pixpedition
asainst St. Augustine in 1740—Repulsed Spaniards in 1742,
723.

O'Hara, General, surrenders Cnrnwallis's Sword at Yorktown,
524 ; At Battle of Cowan's Ford, 598 ; In Battle of Guilford,
609.

Ohio Company, Formation of in 1749, 472 ; Complain of In-

cursions of the French on their Territory, 473.

Old Dominion, Origin of its Application to Virginia, 450.

Oidham. (Colonel, in F.xpedition to the Haw in 1781, 592.

Old Point Comfort. Virainia. early History of, 531.

O'Neil. Colonel William, Notice of, 592.

Opechancanough, captures John Smith in 1607,453; Succeeds
Powhatan, 458; Made Prisoner in 1G46—Dies in Captivity,
4.59.

Orangeburg. South Carolina, History of, 696.

Orange County. New York, first Settlement of, 101 : Citizens

of erect Monument in Memory of the Slain at Battle of Min-
isink, in 1822. 103.

Orkney, Earl of, succeeds Nicholson ns Governor of Virginia
in 170.5—Exercises Functions of his Office through Deputies
Mott, Jennings, and Spottswood. 471.

Orme, Colonel, wounded in Battle at Fort Duquesne in 17.15,

479.

Orne. General Azor, appointed Major General by Washington
in 1776, 10.

Orr. Nathan, Notice of 617.

Osliorn, Sir Danvers, commits Suicide in 1753, 786.

Osborne. James, Notice of 617.

Osborne, James W., Notice of 616,619.
Osborne's Hill. Notice of 381.

Oswiild, Colonel Eleazer, at Battle of Monmouth—Biographical
Sketch o», 357.

Outbreaks in North Carolina in 1770, .573.

Owaneko. Indian Warrior. Notice of, 29.

Oyster Bay, Simcoe's, Camp at, 833.

Pabodie, W. J., Quotation from, 216.

PacB, forewarned of Indian Massacre at Jamestown in 1622,

458.

PacH, William. Notice of, 402.

Pase, Governor, Notice of, 454.

Paine, Thomas, his "Common Sense." 274, 275; Hia " Crisis"

ordered to be liurned by British Ministry—Not an Atheist

—

Stanzas to Lord Howe, 275.

Palace, Tryon's, at Newliern. North Carolina, .570.

Palatines (German), Settlement of in South Carolina in 1748-
55, 746.

Palisades. Hudson liiver. Notice of 195.

Palmer, Edmund (Spy), Place of his Execution, 172.

Pamphlets, quaint Titles of 5.5.

Pamunkey River described, 429.

Paoli Tavern, Pennsylvania, 369.

Papers found in Andre's Stockings, 153, 187.

Parallels drtined. 517.

Parker, Admiral Hyde, Notice of, 78 ; His Rudeness to Misj
Bryan. 732.

Parker, Admiral Sir Peter, in command of British Squadron at

Newport in 1776, 73; At Cape Fear River, 589; At Charles-
ton, 753.

Parker, James, Printer, in New York in 176.5, 534.

Parks. John, of Elizabethtown, Maryland, compelled to burn
his Tea in 1774. 402.

Parliament, Enjlish. Debates of in 177.5—Address responsive
to the King's Speech, IS' ; Debate in. relative to sending Ger-
man Troops to America, 20. 21 ; Warm Debate in, relative

to France and America in 1778,78; Debate in, relative to

American Independence in 1778. 347; Scene of painted by
Copley. 348 ; Proceedincs in, on Receipt of Surrender of
Cornwallis, .528, 612; Declares War ended. 777.

Parliament, Irish, votes for Troops to enter British Service to

fight Americans, 20.

Paroles of Honor of Bureoyne's captured Army, 2.5.

Parsons, General Samuel H., takes Pos-^^ession of Peekskill after

Invasion of British in 1777—Biographical Sketch of 174.

Passes, Arnold's, to Smith, Anderson (AndrS), and others, 151

;

Negro Slavery, Penalty of, 687,

Patent Office, United States, Notice of, 406.
" Patricians" and " Tribunes," Parties formed at New York in

1774, 793.

Patroon System, adopted in New York in 1629, 783.
Paulding, James K., Quotation from, 448.
Paulding, John, Monument of near Peekskill, 171 ; Awarded
Medal by Congress for Fidelity, 205 ; Applies to Congress in
1817 for Augmentation of Annuity—Opposed by TaMmadge,
206.

Paulding. William, Notice of 171.

Peale, Charles Wilson, biographical Sketch of 409.
Peck, Bcla, Notice of. 31.

Pedagogue, New England, Notice of 697.
Peddler, Yankee, Enterprise of 555.
Peekskill. Washington's Head-quarters at, in 1781, 113; Notice

of^lts early Settlement, 169.

Peggy. Tea Ship, burned at Annapolis in 1774, 401.
Pemberton, James. Clerk of yearly Quaker Meeting in Phila

dclphia in 1775—Testimony of relative to Provincial Conven-
tion, 261 ; Sent to Virginia, 262.

Pemberton, John, Proprietor of London Coffee house, Phila-
delphia, in 1780—Peculiar Lease, 259.

Pendleton, Edmund, President of General Convention of Dele-
gates at Williamsburg in 1776, 505.

Penn, Admiral Sir William, Father of the Founder of Pennsyl-
vania, Notice of 252; Pennsylvania named after, 2,53.

Penn, Governor William, biographical Sketch of— Receives
Grant of Land from Charles II., in 1681, named Pennsylva-
nia—Proceeds with Emigrants to New Castle, in Delaware,
in 1682—Annexes Delaware to his Territory— His Treaty,
2.53; Etfect of his just Dealings with the Indians—Treaty
Monument—Treaty Tree, 2.54 ; Founds Penn.sylvania Com-
monwealth and City of Philadelphia. 2.55 ; Imprisoned on
Death of Charles II.— Provincial Government taken from
him in 1692—Proprietary Rights restored in 1694—His Heirs— His Seal, 256 ; His parting Message to Provincial Assembly
in 1708, 2,57

; Portrait of in Independence Hall, Philadelphia,
271; Residence in Philadelphia and near Bordentown, 3C0;
One of the Proprietors of New Jersey, 784.

Penn, John, Lieutenant Governor of Pennsylvania—.^tirs up
rebellious Spirit in Colonics—At War with Indians—OHers
Bounties for their Scalps in 1764, 257 ; Returns to England
in 1771, 260; Arrest and Removal of 262.

Penn. Richard, lays Petition of Congress before George III.-

Examiued before H(#ise of Lords, 17 ; Appointed Lieutenant
Governor of Pennsylvania in 1771, 2()0.

Pennsylvania called upon by Congress for Funds to carry on
War in 1780, 87; Origin of Nani'e of, 253; Founded by Will-
iam Penn in 1682—Second Provincial Assembly of convened
at Philadelphia in 1663,2.55; Takes no effective Measures rel-

ative to Declaration of Independence, 276; Constitution of
adopted in 1 776, 289.

Pennsylvania Journal, Quotation from, 270.

Percival, James G., Quotation from, 1.34, 373, 440.
Percy, Earl, Error corrected concerning his Death, 382; In
command at New York in 1776, 804.

Percy, George, delegated as President of London Company bj
Sinitli, 456.

Perkins, Captain Erastus, Notice of 39; At Battle of Bunkei
Hill—Curious Circumstflnco in Births of his Family, 40.

Person, Thomas, Notice of .589.

Perth Amboy, Origin of Name of—Its early History, 217.
Peters, Hugh. Quotation from, 51.

Petei's, Richard, Anecdote of .509.

Petersburg, early History of 542; Topography of .544, 545;
Head quarters of Arnold and Phillips, at Mrs. Boiling's, in
1781.51.5.

Petition of Peter Harris (Indian), 656.

Phiter, John. Grave of 616.

Phifei-, Martin, Notice of 615.

Philadelphia, founded by Penn in 1682, 2.55 ; Christ Church,
248. 249: Grave of Frank! n. 249 ; Opposition of Inhabitants
to Stamp Act—They resolve to cease importing British Goods
whil(! it is in f()rce—Resolve to abstain from Mutton—To re-
strain usual Expenses of Funerals

—
'I'oU muffled Bells on Ar-

lival of Stamps—Hoist Colors halfmast, 2.58; Rejoicings on
Repeal of Stamp Act. 2.59 : Excitement on Declaration of In-

dependence, 2^5: Form Non-importation League Commit-
tees of Correspondence, &c.—Destroy Tea, 26oT Continental
Congress, 265 ; Declaration of Independence. 27.3 ; Its ancient
Buildings—Slate-roof House and its Associations, 3(;0 ; Penn's
House—Loxley's House—Mrs. Darrah,301 ; Swedi-h Church—Wharton's Mansion House in 1778 described, 303; Provo.st
Prison, 307 ; Washington Square—Office of Secretary of For
eign Affairs-Secretary's Aids, 308 ; British Fortitications^
Encampment of Howe—His Residence—Public Buildings in

3779, 309; Loss of Frigate Dilaware— Torpedoes sent down
the River from Bordentown—Battle of the Kegs, 310 : Alarm
during the Mischianza Fete—Interesting Places in Vicinity
of, 311 : Patriotism of its Women, 312; "Value of Contribu-
tions in Clothing to Continental Soldiers, 313 ; British send
Parties from, to plunder neighboring Territory— Queen's
Rangers—Advertisements for Recruits, 343; Evacuated by
British in 1778, 353 ; Topography of 388 ; Proceedings at, on
Receipt of Intelligence of Surrender of Cornwallis, 527 ; R»^
movul of Congress from, 837.
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Phillips, General William, left in command of Burgoyne's cap-

tive Troops in 1778, 25, 551 ; Character of, 23 ; Writes im-

pudent Letter to General Hei\th while Prisoner of War, 2t);

Joins Arnold at Portsmouth in 1781—Proceeds to City Point,

540; Headquarters at Petersburg, 545: Burns the Barracks
and Fli)ur at Chesterfield Court House—Destroys much Prop-

erty on James River—Returns to Petersburg—Dies—Biog-

raphy of, 54fi.

Philliiise, Frederick, Notice of, 140; Manor of, 191. 832.

I'hillipse, Miss Mary, alleged Refusal to accept Hand of Wash-
ington—Marries Roger Jlorris, 141 ; Portrait of, 832.

Pickaway Plains, Ohio, Topography of, 488.

Pickens, Colonel Andrew, in^Expedition to the Haw in 1781,

592 ; At Battle of the Cowpens in 1781, fi39 ; In Kxpeditiou

against Cherokees in 1760. 046, 648 ; At Siege of Augusta

—

Biographical Sketch of, 717.

I'ickenng, General Timothy, succeeds General Reed in 1777, 241.

Pierson, Jeremiah, Notice of, 211.

Pigot, Sir Robert, in command of British Troops at Rhode
Island in 1778, 81 ; Supersedes General Prescott at Newport
in 1778, 85.

Pigot Galley captured and conveyed to Stonington in 1778, 96.

Pillory at Oxford, North Carolina, 557.

Pinckney, General Charles C succeeds Hamilton as President

General of Society of the Cincinnati in 1805, 129; President

of Provincial Congress of South Carolina in 1775, 789 ; Bio-

graphical Sketch of, 763.

Pinckney, General Thomas, succeeds General Charles C. Pinck-

ney as President General of Society of the Cincinnati in

1826, 129 ; Biographical Sketch of, 758.

Pine Rolibers, Notice of 454.

Pipe, Captain, Indian Sachem, In favor of British—Plans frus-

trated by White Eyes, 250.

Pirates on Coast of Carolina, preceding 1729, 562; On New
Erii-Uind Coast in 1700, 785.

Pitt, William (Earl of Chatham), opposed to American Inde-

pendence—His Speech in Parliament, 347; Biographical

Sketch of—Account of his Death, 348; His Funeral and Monu-
ment, 349, Commences his Ministry in 1757— Prepares Plan

for Campaitn against French and Indians in 1758, 479; Stat-

ue of at New York, 789 ; Destroyed by British in 1776—Car-
icatured in London. 790.

Pitt, William (the younger"). Remarks in Parliament on News
of Cornwallis's Defeat. 612; Causes Asslgnats to be forged,

to depnc.iate Currency of France, 836.

Planetarium of Rittenhouse in College of New Jersey, 243.

Plantations, Providence and Rhode Island, claimed by Plym-
outh and Massachusetts in 1643— United under the same
Government in 1644, 70 ; Separation—Governed by Codding-

ton in 1651— Reunited, 71; Green Spring, 446; Coke's, 447;

Gee's. 555; Cameron's. 557; Howe's at Brunswick, ravaged

by Cornwallis in 1776, .589; O'Neil's, near the Haw, 592;

Colonel Holt's, at Battle-ground of the Haw, 593; Captain

Wallah's Skirmish at, in 1780. 625 ; Of Mrs. Motte, 683.

Plattt\ Ebenezer S.. taken Prisoner in 177.5, 726.

Plum Island, or Plum Point, Topography of, 113; Redoubt on,

114.

Plymouth Company, Formation of, in 1606—Names of Mem-
bers of, 451.

Pocahontas, Notice of, 446; Saves the Life of Captain John
Smith, 454; Warns him of Conspiracy to destroy Settlers-

Kept as Hostage by Captain Argall— Released—Receives
Baptism — Marries Rolfe— Accompanies him to England —
Dies—Assumed Name of 4.54 ; Her Descendants, 454, 545;

Wash-basin at Petersburg, 553.

Poe, Ediiar A., Quotation from, 389.

Poe, Mrs , Patriotism of—Her Interview with La Fayette in

1824, .394.

Polk, Colonel William, at Battle of Cowan's Ford in 1781, .599

;

Biosraphical Sketch of 700.

Polk, Colonel Thomas, Notice of, 617; Biographical Sketch of,

624.

Polk, Ezekiel, Notice of, 617.

Polk, President James K., Ancestors of, 617.

Poison. Captain, in Expedition to Fort Duquesne in 1754, 476.

Pompey, Negro Spy. at Stony Point—Notice of 176.

Pond, Pyle's, described, 593.

Poor, General Enoch, encampment at tiarren Hill, under La
Fayette, in 1778—Biographical Sketch of, 328.

Pope, Alexander, Quotation from. 51.

Popham, Major, succeeds General Lewis as President General

of Society of the Cincinnati in 1844. 129.

Population of Baltimore in 1850, 390; Of North Carolina in

1629. 562.

Port-mouth. Virsinia, evacuated by Briti.sh in 1781, 510; Taken
by British in 1779, .538 ; Also in 1780, 539 ; Early History of,

.540.

Potter. Charles, Quotation from. 266.

Post-office, independent, established at New York in 1775, 793.

Postelle. Captain, and Major in Southern Campaign, under

Marion, 772.

Potts. Isaac, observes Washington at Prayer at Valley Forge,

336.

Potts. Stacey G , Notice of, 245.

Powder, manufactured in America prior to 177G, 18; Antiqui-

ty of, Use of known by Roger Bacon and the Chinese, 67

;

Supposed to have been placed under Magazine at William.>f

burg by Dunmore in 177.5, 504 ; Seizure of, by Loyalists in

Carolina, in 1776, 649; In Georgia in 1774, 726; .Seizure of,

by Americans, at St. Augustine, in 1775, 751.

Powhatan, Settlement of, in 1609, 432.

Powhatan, visited by Captains Newport and Smith in 1607, 452;
Condemns Smith to Death, 454 ; Death of in 1621, 458.

Pratt, Charles (Earl of Camden), biograjihical Sketch of, 400.

Prayer, tirst, in Congress, by Rev. Mr. Duche, 267 ; Adams's
Account of— Proposed by Cushini;— Opposed by Jay and
Rutledge, 268 ; Of Washington at Valley Forge, 366.

Premiums ottered for Manufactures in North Carolina in 1775,

582.

Prescott, General, horsewhipped by Alden for Insolence at hip

Table, 35 ; Encampment at Newport in 1777, 67, 74 ; His
Character, 74; Tyranny and bad Conduct, 75 ; Captured by
Colonel Barton, 76; Conveyed to the Hudson—Exchanged
for General Lee. 77, 352: Resumes command of British

Forces in Rhode Island, in 1777—Makes predatory Excur
sion to Warren, Bristol, and Tiverton, 77 ; Head quarters,
76, SO; Exchanged for (Jeneral Sullivan, 814.

Preston, Senator, Anecdote of, and the old Lady at King's
Mountain, 632.

Princeton, Topography of 235; Monument to General Mercer
at, 237 ; Nassau Hall, Princeton College, 238 ; Session of Con-
gress at, 1783, 837.

Printing-press, Franklin's, Notice of, 408; First established in

North Carolina in 17()4, 566.

Prisoners of War, American, taken by British during 1776

—

Brutal Treatment of American, at Fort Griswold, in 1781

—

Miantonomoh, 28 ; Their Sufferings mitigated by Miss Led
yard, 45 ; General Prescott and his Aid captured near New-
port in 1777, 77; Canonchet, 94 ; King Phillip, his Wife and
Son, in 1676, 95; British, taken by Americans, 224 ; Arnold's
Oarsmen released in New York by Clinton, in 1780, 1.59;

Hessians taken at Battle of Trenton in 1776, 228; British tak

en at Nassau Hall in 1777. 238 ; American, taken at Brandy-
wine and Germantown—Treatment of in Philadelphia, 307;
British, taken in Skirmish near Biandywine in 1777, .376

;

American, wounded, left after Battle of Brandywine. 385;
British, taken in Chesapeake Bay in 1781, 436 ; At Charles
City Court House, 444 ; At Spencer's Ordinary, 465; Taken
by Washington, near Fort Necessity, in 17.54, 475, 476 ; Amer-
ican, taken at Yorktown. 519; British, taken at Yorktown,
526 ; British, at Norfolk, in 1775, 536 ; American, taken at Os
home's in 1781, 545 ; British, at Charlottesville, .551 ; South-
ern Indians captured by Colonel Moore in 1713,562; By
Tryon in 1771, .578 ; At I^Ioore's Creek Bridge, 588 : Tories
tiiken at Battle of King's Mountain in 1780— At the Cow-
pens, 634; To the Cherokees, 646; At Hanging Rock, 663;
At Ruaeley's, 666: Near Camden, 674; At Fort Motte, 686;
At Fort Granby, 688 : At Nelson's Ferry, 706 ; At Fort Wat-
son, 707; Tories on Kettle Creek. 712; At Brier Creek, 714;
At Aususta, 719 ; At Savannah, 732 ; At Hickory Hill in 1779.

734 ; At Charleston, 767; Taken to St. Augustine in 1780—
Their Sufferings at Haddrell's Point, 768; At Brooklyn, 810;
Exchange of Sullivan for Prescott—Stirling for Brown, 814 ;

At Fort Washington, 827 ; Captured by Major Tallmadsje, 8.33.

Privateers, sent from Norwich and New London in 1777, 42

;

Sent from Newport in 1775, 73; British, captured in Chesa-
peake Bay in 1781, 436.

Prizes, American, brought into Newport by the British in 1775
—Recaptured,. 73; Destroyed at New Bedford in 1778. 884;
Galley Pignt, captured by Talbot, and brought to Stoning
ton in 1778. 96: British Frigate Romulus, and two Privateers,

brought to Yorktown, 436 ; The Romulus brought into New-
port in 1781, 540.

Proclamation, cruel, of Clinton, at Charleston in 1780, 767.

Protestants, French and German, settle in Carolina in 1707,

1709, 562.

Providence, Rhode Island, founded by Roger Williams in 163B.

54 ; Arrival of French Troops at, in 1782—Their Camp-
ground described — Burial ground — Head quarters of La
Fayette—Roger Williams's Spring. .57 ; Old "Tavern— Its As-
sociations—Destruction of Tea in Market Square in 1773.58.

Provost, attacks Port Royal Island in 1779, 760 ; Before Ch^arles

ton, 760 : Retreat from Charleston, 761.

Psalm lxxiv.,o. Quotation from, 421.

Push. James, hung by Tryon in 1771, .577.

Pulaski, Count Casimir. stationed at Minisink in 1778-79—Or
dered to South Carolina, under Lincoln, 101 ; At Battle of'

Germantown in 1777, 318 — Appointed Brigadier in Conti
nental Army in 1777—Visits La Fayette while recovering
from Wound at Moravian Establishment at Bethlehem, .391^

Receives Banner from Moravian Nuns—Killed in Conflict

at Savannah in 1779, 392,725; Biographical Sketch of— Hi*
Seal, 735.

Puritans, narrow Views of at Salem, in 1634. 53 : Capture and
sell Indians as Slaves, 95; Tolerated in Virginia, 4.59; Influ-

ence of 566.

Putnam, General Israel, at Boston after the Evacuation by the

British in 1776. 14; Letter of, to Washington, on Privations

of Soldiers in Hudson Hishlands and Valley Forge in 177i
137; Plan for attacking British at Staten and Long Islands,.

Paulus's Hook (Jersey City), and New York, in 1777, 165;
Deceived by Messenger Waterbnry. 167i LneomcLrtter {»
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Clinton relative to Spy, 172; Placed in command of Phila-

delphia in 1776, 22o ; Peremptorily ordered to King's Ferry

by Hamilton—Censured on return to Head quarters, 297

;

Bio^'raphical Sketch of. 805.

Pyle, Colonel, Notice of, 576 ; Wounded in Battle on the Haw
—Escapes, 593.

Quaker Hill, Topography of, 64, 80, 83, 89.

Quakers, Deputation of, waits upon Rochambeau at Philadel-

phia, 55; Of Philadelphia, in favor of Royal Cause, 225, 261

;

Settle on eastera Shore of the Delaware between 1676 and

16tf0, 252; Association of. Emigrates to America, 253 ; Char-

acter and Influence of, 255; Their Testimony in Relation to

Public Resolutions in Philadelphia in 177.5, 261; Roberts and
Carlisle, Execution of, in 1778, 263: Fines imposed upon, in

Virginia, in 1673, 460; Settlement ot, in North Carolina, 560;

Patriotism in 1766, 569; Quaker Marriage, 613; Form of Cer-

emony— Centenarian Preacher—Boarding-school, 614.

Queen's Rangers, Notice of, 343; At Battle of Spencer's Ordi-

nary in 1781,464 ; Near King8bridge,831 ; At Oyster Bay, 833.

Quineba\ig River, Notice of 27.

Quit-rents, required of Colonies by the Crown in 1737. 563.

Quo Warranto of James I. against London Company in 1624,

458.

Quotation from Joseph R Drake, 9, 134 ; Annual Register (1776),

10; George Lunt, 27 ; Richard Bushnell, 30; Oliver Arnold, 37,

38 ; Alexander Pope, 48 ; Hugh Peters, .51 ; Mrs. L. H. Sigour-

ney, 51, 427, 782 ; William C." Bryant, 59, 463, 684 : William R.

Staples. 63; Arthur A. Ross, 64 ; Diirfee, 74: Miss Davidson

—

John G. Whittier, 75; Robert C. Sands, 90; C. Sherry, 92;

F. G. Halleck, 97, 697 : Theodore S. Fay —Brainerd, 98 ; Mrs.

Moneil, 99; Anonymous, 113. 187, 241, 2.58, 488, 594, 612, 627,

637, 6.55. 663, 668. 710. 757 : Hannah F. Gould, 121, 254 ; Anne
C. Lynch, 123: C. F. Hoffman. 130; Margaretta V. Faugeres,

130, 131; Bayard Taylor— James G. Percival, 134, 373, 440;

G. P. Morris, 134, 407, 780; Elizabeth F. Ellet. 157; Thomas
MacKellar, 169, 331 ; John Trumbull. 174, 265. 270, 351, 364,

.507; Estella A. Lewis, 183; Marquis De Chastellux, 184, 313,

390; Major Andre, 198; Miss .Seward. 198, 200: N. P. Willis,

202; James G. Brooks, 216: John H. Bryant, 216; W. J. Pa-

bodie, 216 : Governor Richard Howell, 245 ; Mrs. E. C. Kinney,

247; E.Oakes Smith, 248, 300, 425; Charles Potter, 266 ; Penn-
gylvania Journal, 270 ; George W. Dewey, 27 1 ; William Ross
Wallace, 273. 418 ; Thomas Paine, 274. 275; Mrs. R. Balmanno,
288: Mary E. Hewitt, 288; William Elliott, 300, 594 ; Francis

Hopkinson, 310: Epes Sargent, 330; J. L. Chester, .336 ; Dr.

Gonlon, 340 ; ReveTfnd John Taylor, .342 ; Philip Freneau,

351, 356. 482, 506, 699 ; Elizabeth M. Chandler. 369 ; Edgar A.

Poe, 389; H. S. Nolen, 390. 398 : M'Mahon. 401; Sarah Helen
Whitman, 404 ; Henry V. 'J'uckerman—Chippewa Chief, 411

;

Lord Morpeth, 417; Mrs. .Strickland, 417, 418; Mrs. R. Wal-
lace, 418; Psiilm Ixxiv., li, 421; Holt's New York Journal,

432 ; William Wirt. 447 ; James K Paulding, 448 ; W. G.

Simms, 454, 455, ,539, 744 ; Virginia Gazette, 469 : Martin's Mis-

cellany, 471 ; Lord Byron, 492; Wirt's Life of Patrick Hen-
ry, 502; Dr. Thatcher—Thomas Anburey, 521; Ahbe Robin,
5'24 ; Thomas Moore, 539; Prosper M. Wetinore, 541 ; John
C M'Cabe, 542 ; Baroness Reidesel. .551 ; Sarah J. Hale, .5.58,

682; WilUam Gaston, .56.5.656; .Sir William Draper, 571; Dr.

Caruthers, 572; Rednap Howell, ;573: Dr. .Sanmel Johnson,

581; Proverbs, xxxi., 19, 594; Dr. J, G, M. Ramsey, 618; T.

Gray, 654; J. M Lellan. Jun—Henry R. .Schrolcraft, 656; J.

W. Simmons, 6,58 ; Richard R. Wilde. 698 : Charles Sprague,

709; Rivington's Gazetteer, 792; Hugh Gaine, 796; Yankee
Chronology—Knickerbocker Magazine, 804,

Race-course, on Governor's Island, New York, 802.

Rainbow at Mid day, 40.5,

Raleigh, City of founded in 1587, 450,

Rnleii;h, Sir Walter, receives Patent to colonize Virginia in

1584—Dispatches two Vessels, under command of Amidas
and Barlow, to Carolina— Elected Member of Parliament —
Knighted— His Patent confirmed— Sends another Fleet to

Roanoke and Country around AlhemMrle Sound, with Emi-
grants, under Granville, 449 ; Mt-ets with Disasters— Fits out
another Expedition —Founds City of Raleigh under John
White—Anecdote—His la.«t Colonists supposed to have in-

termarried with Hatteras Imiians. 450; Abandons his Enter-

prise after five unsuccessful Expeditions, and assigns his

Rights to a London Company—Biograph cal .'^keteh of 451.

Rail, Colonel, in Battle of Trenton in 1776, 227 ; Head quar-

ters. 228, 231; At Fort Washington in 1776. 826; Mortally

wounded, 228 ; Visited by Washington when dying, 229 ; His
fatal Carousal, 230.

Ramapo Village, Encampment of American Army near, 211.

Ramapo Valley, Notice of, 212.

Ramapo Works described 212.

Ramapo Pass, Arrival of Washington's Troops at, in 1779, 212;

Described, 213.

Ramsey, Dr. J. G, M , Quotation from. 618.

Randolph, John, a Descendant of Pocahontas, 4.54.

Randolph, Lieutenant, assaults President Jackson, 427.

Randolph, Piyton. President of first (Continental Congress at

Philadelphia in 1774—Biographical Sketch of 266.

Rapelje, Sarah, first white Child born in Brooklyn, 783.

Rappahannock River described, 423.

Rawdon. Lord Francis, biographical Sketch of, 677 ; At Cam-
den in 1781—Prepares to attack Greene at Hobkirk's Hill,

680; At .Singe of Fort Ninety-six in 1781, 692.

Raynal, Abbe, Opinion of Declaration of Independence, 288.

Rebecca, Lady, assumed Name of Pocahontas, 454.

Rebellion, Bacon's, in Virginia, in 1676, 46] ; Of 1745, in Scot-

land—Peril and Flight of Pretender—Extinction of his Fam-
ily, 564 : In South Carolina among early Settlers, 745.

Rebels, Faith of not to be kept, 550.

Red Bank. Topography of—Grave pf Colonel Donop—Ancient
Residence of Whitall, 290.

Reed. General Joseph, Resignation of, in 1777, 241 ; At Battle

of Germantown, 317 ; Attempt to bribe—Biographical Sketch
of, 351.

Reed, Mrs. Esther, affords Relief to Continental Soldiers in

1780— Biographical Sketch of 313.

Rees, James, biographical Sketch of 313.

Regulators of North Carolina, in 1776, 569, 589; Arrested in

1768, 572; Expedition against, in 1771. under Tryon, 575

;

Execution of 578; Turn Loyalists in 177.5. 580.

Reidesel. General, Notice of, 25, 551 ; Furnishes Garden Seeds
to captive Troops of Burgoyne, at Charlottesville, in 1779,

552.

Reidesel, Baroness, Letters of, relative to captive Troops of
Burgoyne, in 1778, 551.

Relics of the Pilgrims—Silver Cup at Norwich, 32.

Relics of the Quakers—Articles manufactured from Penn's
Treaty Elm, 254,

Relics of tlie Revolution—Cannon Ball in Brattle Street Church,'

Boston, 15; American Musket froiT' Battle-field of Hubbard-
ton, 18; Continental Bill, found in old Tower at Newport,
65; Silver Bullet which contained Dispatches of Clinton to

Burgoyne, 116 ; Washington's War Swoid, 122 ;
Silver Tank-

ard at Fishkill, 124 ; Brass Mortars and Chain at West Point,

131,132; French Cannon and Finld-pieces, 132; Chairs, Ta
ble, and Clock, at Birdsall House, Peekskill, 170; Commun-
iontable and Vane of Church at Sleepy Hollow, 191 : Sketch
of Andrfi, made by himself 203; Articles used by Washing-
ton in Hopper House, near Sufferns, 214 ; Cannon at Prince-

ton, 238; Pieces of Silver and other Relics of Stockton, at

Princeton, 242; Hancock's Chair in Independence Hall, Phil-

adelphia—Liberty Bell—.^tone on which Declaration of In-

dependence was first read to People, 272; Skull of (Colonel

Donop, 290; Old Cannon at Red Bank, 291 : Pulaski's crim
son Banner, 391, 393; Washington'.-* Camp Chfst and Utensils,

at Washington, 406, 407; Staff of Franklin, 407, 408 : Wash-
ington's Writing-case, Commission, Clothes, piece of his Tent
—Franklin's Printing press— Original Declaration of Inde-

pendence, 408; Flag taken by Washington from Hessians

—

Royal Standard surrendered to Washington by Cornwallis,

413; Flag of the Life Guard— Washington's Bier— Auto-

graph Letter— Napkin used when Christened, 414; Key of
the Bastile, at Mount Vernon, 415 ; Washington's Spy-glass,

416; His .Sarcophagus, 417,4:8; Communion-table in Pohick
Church, 420 ; Gold Watch found near Battle-ground at Eu-
taw Springs, 705 ; Remains of Pitt's Statue at New York,
790 ; Cannons at Entrance of Colb-ge Green, New York, 796

;

British Arms in Church. St. John's. New Brunswick, 801.

Religion, free Toleration of in Rhode Island, in 1747, 71.

Remsen, Henry, Notice of 308.

Rents, Land, required to be paid by Colonies to the Crown in

1737, 563,

Representatives in Congress, Character of, 410.

Resolutions of Congress, exonerating D'Estaing from Censure
in 1778, 85; Relative to raisins Funds for carrying on War
in 1780. 87: Respecting public Claims, 106; Of Officers in

Continental Army in 1'783, 110; Of Congress, ordering eques-

trian Statue of Bronze to be executed in Memory of Wash-
iuL'ton, 112; To defend Philadelphia in 1776—To adjourn to

Baltimore—To offer Bounties to Soldiers, 225; To make
WashiuL'ton military Dictator. 232, 385 ; In 1776. relative to

Declaration of Independence. 276; Accepting Services of La
Fayette, .327 ; Sulimitted by Patrick Henry to House of Bur-
gesses of Virginia, in 1764.482; Of Virginia House of Bur-
gesses, to import no more Slaves, British Goods or Tea, 486;
In 1775, .502: Of Convention in Williamsburg in 1776, pro-

posing total Separation from Great Britain. 505 : In Provin-

cial Congress of North Carolina, in 1775. relative to Mecklen-
biirg Association, 621 : Of Mecklenburg Convention, 622:
Of Congress, approving Opposition of Massachusetts to Acts

of Parliament, 725.

Respifs, Thomas Notice of 581.

Revolution, last Blow of 779.

Reynolds. Governor John, biographical Sketch of 723.

Rhode Island (I-le), Appearance of 64; Antiquities of, 66;

Origin of its Name— Settlement of by Clark and Codding-
ton, in 16.37— Conveyed to them by Canonicus and Mianto-

nomoh in 1638, 70 : Its Condition in 1777, 74 ; Topography, 80.

83; fCvacuated by the Americans in 1779—Desolate Condi-
tion of, on thfir Departure. 84,

Rhode Island (State)— Its first Constitution—Royal Charter-
First (ieneral Assembly at Portsmouth in 1647, 70; Relig-

ious Toleration—Separation and Reunion of the Plantations

—Rechartered in 1663, 71 : Called upon by Congress for

Funds to carry on War—Presents complimentary Addresses
to Rochambeau and Ternay in 1780, 87 ; Suflering of her
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Colonists during King Philip's War in 1676, 95 ; Holds Con-

vention, in 1776, relative to Declarution of Independence,
275.

Rhode Island, Historical Society of—Author's Visit to, 58 ; Its

valiialjle Manuscripts. 59.

Richiirds, Ensign, bears Union Flag into Boston on Evacuation

of British in 1776, 14.

Richardson, charges Sayre with high Treason in London, in

1776, 18.

Richardson, Colonel Richard, biographical Sketch of, 650.

Richmond. Duke of, procures E.sainination of Penn before

House of Lords in 1775, 17.

Richmond, Colonel, in naval Engagement at Newport in 1776,

72.

Richmond, Virginia, early History of, 4.32 ; Topography of,

4:«, 435; The Headquarters of Arnold and Simcoe in 1781,

4:35; Destruction of Property at—Statue of Washington in

Capitol—Monumental Church, 436; Burning of Theater in

18 11 -.St. John's Church, 437.

Riot, Enfield, in 1759, 567.

Riots at Hillsborough, North Carohna, in 1770—Names of Riot-

ers. 573.

Rip Raps, in James River, Notice of, 531.

Rittenhouse. Dr. David, invents Planetarium of College of New
Jersey—Biographical Sketch ot, 243.

Rivington. James, biographical Sketch of, 796 ; Destruction of

his printing Materials at New York, 797.

Roads, Corduroy, Notice of, 431, In North Carolina, 614.

Roanoke Island, early History of, 419; Present Condition of,

450.

Roanoke River, Notice of, .5,55.

Robb. William, killed in Battle of King's Mountain in 1780, 634.

Roberts, John, executed for Treason in 1778,263.

Robertson. General, confers with Greene relative to Release of
Andre, 201.

Robin, Alibe, Quotation from, 267.

Robinson, Beverly, declines selling Constitution Island— Ap-
pointed Colonel in British Army in 1776. 135; Former Resi-

dence, near West Point—Biographical Sketch of, 140, 481;
Conespondence with Arnold and Putnam, 149 ; Letter to

Washington, requesting Release of Andrd, 161 ; Endows
Tract of Land to St. Peter's and St. Philip's Parishes, 171 ; A
Witness in Case of Andre, 201.

Robinson, Horse Shoe. Notice of. 63.5.

Robinson, Mrs., Hospitality of, 394.

Robinson. Speaker, Anecdote of, concerning Washington, 481

;

Chairman in House of Burgesses of Virginia in 1764—His
Dislike of Patrick Henry. 483.

Robinson, Sir Frederick Phillipse, Notice of, 431.

Roliinson, William, taken Prisoner by Logan in 1774. 489.

Rochamlieau, General, at Lebanon in 1780, 35 ; Receives Depu-
tation from Quakers of Philadelphia in 1782—Encampment
at Providence. 55; Commands French Troops in America in

1780, 86, 87; Holds Conference with Washington at Newport
in 1781, 88; Dipiirture from Annapolis in 1782, 403; Joins

Washington at Dobbs's Ferry in 1781— Loans Money to Unit-

ed States, 509; At Siege of Yorktown, 513; Biographical

Sketch of, 527; Headquiirters at Williamsburg in 1781, 529;
Interview with Washington at Newport, relative to Capture
of Arnold, 540.

Rocheblave, Pliilip, taken by Surprise at Kaskaskia, by Clarke,

in 1778, 49.5.

Rochefontain, Captain, promoted after Siege of Yorktown, 526.

Rock, Porter's, 47 ; Rouer Williams's, 52 ; Diahton. Inscription

on, 66; Torn, 212; Anvil. 661 ; Hanging, 662 ; Flat, 665.

Rocky Mount—Its Associations, 657.

Rogers, Captain, in Expedition against Western Forts in 1779,

496.

Rolfe, John, marries Pocahontas. 454.

Romans, Bernard, Engineer at West Point in 1775—Applies to

(yongiess for Commission of Colonel—Not granted, 135.

Roney, Lieutenant, at Siege of Fort Ninety six in 1781, 691.

Rose, Mrs. Rebecca, Author's Interview with, 162.

Ross, Arthur A., Quotation from, 64.

Ross, Mrs., Notice of C35.

Ross, Mr., gives Character of Prescott, 74.

Ross, Major, at Siege of Yorktown in 1781, 523.

Route of captive Troops of Burgoyne to Charlottesville, Vir-

ginia, in 1778. 551.

Rudolph, Captain, in Battle of Guilford in 1781, 607; At Siege

of Fort Ninety-six in 1781, 690.

Rugeley, Colonel, commands Tories in South Carolina in 1780

—Captured by Washington by Stratagem. 666.

Rum. Importation of, prohibited in (Jeorgia in 1732, 722.

Rumford. Count, biographical Sketch of—Bears Dispatches to

England, under General Howe, in 177.5, 23.

Rush. Dr. Benjamin, his Opinion of Wayne's Assault at Stony
Point 181; Succeeds Dr. Morgan in Professional Chair of
Medical .School, Philadelphia, 240.

Rutherford, General, in Battle at Ramsour's Mill in 1780—Bio-
graphical Sketch of, 597 ; In Expedition against Cherokees
in 1776, 648.

Rutledge, John, Governor of South Carolina— Biographical

Sketi-h of 752.

Rutledge, Edward, in Committee of Congress to confer vfith

Howe in 1776, 814.

Sabine, Hannah, biographical Sketch of, 57.

Salem, Massachusetts, Disturbance among the Clergy at, caused
by Roger Williams, in 1634, 53.

Salstonstall, Commodore, on Expedition against Penobscot in

1779, 26.

Salt, Scarcity of, in Washington's Army, 376.

Sanders's Creek described, 666; Battle at, in 1780, 672.

Sands, Robert C, Quotation from, 90.

Sandy Hook, geological Changes of— Its Topography, 79.

Sargent, Epes, Quotation from, 330.

Sassacus, Indian Sachem, Notice of 47, 48.

Sassamon, John, " Praying Indian," educated at Cambridge

—

Secretary to King Philip—Accuses his Chief of Treason

—

Slain, 92.

Savage, Captain, at Battle near Jamestown Island in 1781, 467.

Savannah described— Early History of 720; Founding of. 722;
Sons of Liberty hold Meeting at, in 1774. 724 ; Other revolu-
tionary Movements at, 725 ; Slenaced—British repulsed, 727

;

Siege of, in 1779, 736 ; Bombardment of, 7,37 ; Evacuated by
the British in 1782, 741.

Saybrook Platform, Notice of, 50.

Sayre, Stephen, arrested in London for high Treason in 1775

—

Imprisoned, tried, and acquitted— Prosecutes Lord Rochford
for Damages—Awarded conditional Damages, 18.

Scammell, Colonel Alexander, killed at Siege of Yorktown in

1781—Biographical Sketch of 515.

Schoolcraft, Henry R., Quotation from, 656.

ScoUay, John, NStice of 13.

Scotch-Irish, Emigration of to Carolina—Their Principles, 565

;

Origin of 566 : Emigrate to South Carolina in 1730-1740, 746.

Scott, Colonel Joseph W., Notice of 129.

Scott, General Charles, at Battle of Germantown in 1777, 317;
Biographical Sketch of 343.

Scott, General John M., biographical Sketch of, 805.

Scott, Robert G., delivers Oration at laying of Corner-stone
of Washington Monument at Richmond in 1850, 437.

Scout, Bloody, in Carolina. 653, 692.

Seabury, Bishop Samuel, IMonument of, 50; Biographical Sketch
of, 797.

Scid and Monogram of Jefferson, 548 ; Of Governor Tryon,
567 ; Of North Carolina. 589 ; Of Pulaski, 735.

Seamen, American Naval, of the Revolution, 88.

Sears, Captain Isaac, arrested for Treason at New York, 793

;

Biographical Sketch of 797.

Segur, Count, accoinpanies Bonaparte to Moscow in 1812, 323.

Seekonk, first Landing at, of Roger Wilhams in 1631, 53 ; Notice

of 54.

Selden, John A., Notice of, 441.

Selwyn George A., Notice of, 567.

Senate. United States, Character of 410.

Sevier, Colonel John, in Southern Campaign in 1780, 631 ; Bio
graphical Sketch of— Elected Governor of Frankland, 633.

Seward, Miss, Quotation from. 198, 200.

Seymore, John, Governor of Maryland, Notice of, 399.

Seymour (young Patriot) in Battles at Sullivan's Island and
Brandywine—Tragedy of his Bride, 384.

Shaftesbury, Earl of (.Anthony A. Cooper), biographical Sketch
of 560.

Shank, Captain, in Battle at Spencer's Ordinary, 464.

Shaw, Captain, draws up Constitution of the Society of the

Cincinnati, 127.

Shelby. Colonel Isaac, in Southern Campaign in 1780—Biov;

graphical Sketch. 631 ; At Battle of King's Mountain, 633 ; AI
Battle at Musgrove's Mill in 1780, 6.50.

Shelliy, Lieutenant, in Expedition to the Scioto in 1774. 488.

Sheldon, Colonel Elisha, in command of Cavalry on East Side
of the Hudson in 1780—Receives fictitious Letter from Andr6
—Head-quarters at Salem in 1780. 147.

Sheppard, Colonel, at Siege of Fort Henry in 1777. 498.

Sherburne, Major, killed at Battle of Germantown in 1777,320.

Sherry, C , Quotation from, 93.

Shippen, Dr. William, biographical Sketch of, 241.

Shicpen, Edward, appointed by Penn first Mayor of Philadel-

phia in 1708, 257.

Shirley, Secretary, shot in Battle at Fort Duquesne in 1755, 479.

Short Men (Virginia RiHemen), Notice of 535.

Short, Thomas, first Printer in province of Connecticut— Issues
the "Saybrook Platform" in 1810— Biographical Sketch of,

50.

Siege of Boston in 1776 resolved upon by Washington. 9; Plan
of Attack—Re-enforceinent of the Army—Council of War

—

Number of American Troops—Situation ol Washington, 10;
Condition of the British Troops — Bombarded from Lech-
mere's Point— Industry of the Patriots — Farce, "Boston
Blockaded," 11; Insecurity of British Army and Fleet—Fur
ther Preparations for bombarding—Anniversary of "Boston
Massacre," 12; Evacuated by Howe—Condition of the Patri-

ots—Agreement to spare the Town—Cannonade renewed

—

Commission to plunder issued by Howe—Directed by Con-
gress to be destroyed in 1775, 13 ; Bad Conduct of British

Troops — Their Embarkation— Entrance of the Americans
into the Town—Refugees, 14 ; Condition of, after Evacuation

—Destruction and Desecration of Property—Churches used
by the British for Barracks and Stables—Troops sent to New
York— Lingering of British Vessels— Final Departure, 15;

Capture of Campbell and Store Ships—Effect of Evacuation,



28 ANALYTICAL I N D E X.—V o l. IL

16; Strength of Americans, 18; Official Announcement of
Evacuation in London, 22; Royal Approval of Howe'a Con-
duct during the Siege, 23.

•Siege of Forts Clinton and Montgomery, 167.

Siege of Fort Boone in 1777, 1778, 493.

Siege of Fort Logan in 1777, 493.

Siege of Fort Henry, Wheeling Creek, in 1777—Approach of

Girty and Indians, 497 ; Inhabitants of Wheeling take Refuge
in Fort— Girty demands Surrender of Fort—Refused—Bat-

tle ensues, 498; Arrival of Swearingen and M'Culloch with

tilty-four Men—Girty sets Fire to Houses, kills Cattle, and
departs—Loss, 499.

-Siege of Yorktown in 1781—Arrival of Washington and French
Officers at Williamsburg, 513 ; Prepares for Attack upon
Cornwallis—Arrival of allied Troops—De Chois6 sent to in-

. vest Gloucester—Allied Armies march toward Yorktown

—

British withdraw toward Town on Approach of Americans,
514; French Troops ordered to take Possession of abandoned
Works—Cannonade from the Town—Colonel Scammell shot

by Hessians—Allied Forces invest the Town, 515; Position

of the American Corps—Bombardment of the Town—Burn-
ing of British Ships, 517 ; Continued Approaches toward
British Works, 518; Successful Assault upon Redoubts—
Bravery of French Grenadiers—Loss of Americans. 519; At-

tempt of Cornwallis to escape—Furious .Storm of Wind and
Rain—Re bombardment of the Town, 520; Surrender pro-

posed—Synopsis of Articles of Capitulation, 522 ; Ceremo-
nies of Surrender of the British—Delivery of the Colors, 524 ;

Laying down of Arms—Loss of both Armies, .'>26.

Siege of Fort .Motte in 1781 — Bawdon approaches Nelson's

Ferry— Lee's Expedient, 686; Rawdon's Retreat, 687,

Siege of Fort Ninety-six in 1781—Commenced by Kosciuszko,

691; Approach of Rawdon—Attempt to destroy Stockade

—

Activ.ty of the Bloody Scout, 692; Assault on Star Redoubt
—Capture of Stockade. 693 ; Loss and wounded—Raising of

the Siege— Arrival of Rawdon— His Pursuit of Greene

—

Movement of the two Armies, 694; Courage and Arrest of
Emily Geiger—Rawdon foiled. 695.

Siege of Fort Watson in 1780—Marion demands of M'Kay un-
conditional Surrender of the Fort— Expedient of Colonel
Maham—Surrender of the British, 707 ; Killed and wounded,
708.

Siege of Augusta in 1780— Approach of Clark and M'Call—
Skirmish with Indian Camp, 715 ; Skirmish at White House
—Colonel Brown wounded—Capture and Defeat of Ameri-
cans—Fate of the Prisoners, 716; Reassembling of Patriots

near Augusta, 717; Plan of Attack— Erection of Mayham
'J'ower—Skirmish — Garrison subdued, 718 ; Surrender of the

Forts to Americans— British Prisoners paroled to Savannah
— Loss and wounded, 719.

Siege of Savannah in 1779—Concentration of American Troops
—D'Estaing's Summons to surrender refused— His Error,

735 ; Arrival of Maitlatid—Victory lost by Delay— Plan of the

Siege. 736; Us Operations— D'Estaing proposes to storm the

Works—Bombardmi^nt opened upon Hritish—Terror reigns

supreme. 737; Storming of Spring Hill Redoubt—D'Estaing
wounded—Death of Pulaski and Jasper, 738; Siege raised

—

Loss—Withdrawal of combined Armies— Effect of the Move-
ment, 739.

Siege of Fort Sullivan in 1776 -Attack of British Fleet—Re-
turned by Americans—Clinton repulsed—Cannonade of the

Fort—Fate of British Fleet. 755; Burning of the Actteon-
EtJ'ect of the Battle— Loss—Bravery of Sergeant Jasper, 756.

Siege of Charleston in 1780—.Arrival of British Fleet—Advance
of Clinton, 764 ; Attack upon the Town—Surprise of Husier

—Proposed Surrender rejected—Plan of Battle-ground, 765;
Continuance of the Siege—Perils of the City— Killed and
wounded, 766; Cessation of Hostilities— Capitulation and
Surrender, 767.

Siege of Fort Washington, 826.

Siffourney. Mrs. L. H., Quotation from, 51, 427. 782.

Simcoe. Major, in command of Queen's Rangers, 343; In

Skirmish at Quintan's Bridge in 1778, 344 ; Massacres In-

mates of Hancock's House, 345: On Expedition to Virginia

under Arnold, 434, 444, 463 ; At Battle of Spencer's Ordinary
in 1781. 464; In Expedition to Peter.sburg in 1781,543; Sent by
Arnold to take Fords on Nottaway and Meherrin Rivers, 547.

Simmons, J. W., Quotation from, 658.

Simms, Colonel John, captured under Cornwallis in 1781, 549.

Simms, W. G., Quotations from, 454, 45.5, 539.

Simpson, Captain, kills Whitechurst in Duel in 1766, 569.

Sinaleton. Colonel, at Battle of Guilford in 1781, 609

Sinkler, William. Notice of. 698.

Sinnipink Lake, Notice of. 163.

'Skelton. Martha, afterward Mrs. Jeft'erson. Notice of, 442.

Skirmish at Gaspee Point in 1772—Packet Hannah chased by
the Gaspee— Grounding of the Gaapee— Armed Boats dis-

patched from Providence under Whipple—Proceed to the

Gaspee, 61 ; Conflict ensues—Duddington wounded and con-
' veyed to Pawtuxet—Destruction of the Gaspee, 62; At New-

port in 1769, on board Sloop Liberty—Seizure of Brig by the

Liberty—Captain assaulted with Fire arms—People of New-
port demand the Assailants—Denied—The Libirty destroy-

ed, 71 ; In Newport Harbor in 1775, 72 : At Quaker and Tur-
• key Hid in 1778. 83; At Doodletown in 1777. 166; Near Fort

, Montgomery, Hudson Highlands, 167; At Trenton in 1776,

227 ; Near Princeton in 1777, 235, 237. 238 ; At Whitemarsh
in 1777, 321 ; Near Matson's Ford in 1778, 329 ; At Quintan's

Bridge, between Simcoe's Rangers and American Patriots, un-

der Captain Smith, 344 ; Near the Brandywine in 1777, 37ti,

379; At Richmond, in 1781, between Simcoe and Americans,
4.35 ; At Long Bridge, between American Videttes and Arnold's

Troops, 443; At Charles City Court House, between Simcoe's
Troops and Virginia Militia, 444 ; At Spencer's Ordinary, be-

tween Simcoe's Rangers and M'Pherson's Dragoons, in 1781,

464 ; Near Fort Necessity—Washington assaults the French
by Surprise — Engagement ensues — Jumonville killed—
French made Prisoners—.Sent to Eastern Virginia, 475 ; Near
Blandford Church, between Phillips and Steuben, in 1781,

544; At Expedition, under Tryon, against Regulators in 1771.

576 ; Between Lee's Troops and the British, near the Dan. in

1781, 603; Near Reedy Fork, 605, 606; At Wahab's Planta-

tion in 1780—At Charlotte, 625; At Greene's Spring, 6,30 ; At

Fish Dam Ford, 651, 6.i2 ; At Mobley's Meeting-house, 659

;

At Hanging Rock, between Sumter and British, in 1780, 602;

Near Camden, between Gates and Cornwallis. in 1780, 672

;

At Hobkirk's Hill in 1781, 679; Near Eutaw Springs, 701
.

In South Carolina, between Partisans, in 1779, 71 1 ; Between
Patriots and Indian Camp, near Augusta, in 1780, 715; Near
White House, 716; Near Mayham Tower, 718; At Hickory
Hill, Georgia, between British and Colonel Twiggs, in 1779,

734 ; Near Savannah, between British and Americfins, in

1779, 735; Between Indians and Wayne in 1782, 740; At

Skidaway Island in 1782, 741 ; Near Georgetown. South Caro-

lina, in 1780, 770 ; At Parker's Ferry in 1781, 775 ; At Lind-

ley's Mill, 777 ; On the Combahee in 1781, 778 ; Between
Grant and Stirling at Battle of Long Island, in 1776. 809 ; Near
New Rochelle, between Sullivan and Howe, 820 ; Near White
Plains, 821.

Slashes. Virginian, described, 431, 445.

Slave of Captain Broadwater, biographical Sketch of, 421 ; Old,

at Hanging Rock, 661 ; At Orangeburg, 687.

Slaves, Indian, sent to Bermuda by Puritans, 95; Arrival of
tirst Cargo in Virginia in 1620, 4.57 ; Number of lost, by Cap-
ture and Death, in British Invasion of Virginia in 1781, 5.5t);

In Lower Virginia, 554 ; Trial of, in South Carolina, 687 ; Im-
portation of, prohibited in Georgia in 1734, 722; Admitted in

1743, 723; Imported into South Carolina, 1672, 743; Sent to

West Indies in 1782; Number of, lost by South Carolina
during the Revolution, 779.

Sleepy Hollow, Notice of, 191.

Slocum, Mrs., Feat of, 588.

Small-pox in the British Army at Boston in 1776, 10 ; At
Charleston, South Carolina, in 1757, 645.

Smallwo6d, General W'illiam, Encampment of, near Paoli, in

1777, 370; Drives Arnold's Boats out of the Appomattox, 543;
Biographical Sketch of 673.

Smith. Captiiin, in Skirmish at Quintan's Bridge in 1778, 344.

Smith, Captain, slays Colonel Stuart at Battle of Guilford in

1781, 610.

Smith. Captain, killed in Skirmish on the Combahee in 1771, 778.

Smith, Captain John, establishes Settlement at Powhatan in

1609,432; Rebuilds Jamestown and Church in 1620, 447; Sails

for Virginia, under Newport in 1606, 451 ; Imprisoned from
Jealousy— Appointed one of the Council of the Colony—
Released fmm Confinement— Allowed principal Manage-
ment of Affairs, 452; Voyage up the Chickahominy— Caji-

tured by Indians—Conveyed to the Banks of Rappahannock,
Potomac, and York Rivers— Biographical Sketch of, 453;
Carried before Powhatan at Werovvocomoco—Tried—Con-
demned to Death, 454 : Rescued by Pocahontas—Enmity of

Natives changed to Friendship—Returns to Jamestown—Es-

tablishes friendly Intercourse with Powhatan—Implores Set-

tlers to plow and sow— Leaves Jamestown with Disgust

—

Explores the Country on the Potomac and Chesapeake Bay
—Returns to Jamestown—Made President of the Coloruy

—

Turns Attention of Settlers to Agriculture, 4.55; Attempts to

estal)lish Settlement at Powhatan—Seriously injured by Ex-
plosion of Gunpowder—Delegates his Authority to George
Percy— Returns to England for surgical Aid, 456; Place of
first landing in Virginia, 531.

Smith, Claudius. Freebooter of Ramapo Creek—Biographical
Sketch of, 210.

Smith, Colonel Samuel, at Attack of British on Fort Mifflin

—

Biosraphical Sketch of, 295.

Smith"; Dr. J. V. C, Notice of, 66.

Smith, General, at Battle of Quaker Hill in 1778, 83.

Smith, Governor George W., perished in Richmond Theater in

1811,437.
Smith's Point, Long Island, Notice of, 834.

Smith, Joshua H., the Host of Arnold—Takes conspicuous part

in his Treason— Known to be a Tory, 148; Employed to

bring Andre from the I'nlnire—His Excuses, 155 ; They crosn

the Hudson— Letter to his Brother, 156 ; Biographical Sketch
of, 184; His Journey with Andre to Crompond—Departs

—

Returns to Fishkill, 186.

Smith, Lieutenant, killed at Battle of Germantown in 1777, 317.

Smith, Mrs. E. Oakes, Quotations from, 214, 248, .300. 423 ; Her
Tales, "Ramapo Pass," 214; and ".Salamander," 211,214.

Smith, Colonel Michael, biographical Sketch of, 791.

Smyth. Dr. J. F. D., Notice of Weedon's Inn, 382.

Smyth, Hon, G. W„ Notice of, 221.
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Smythe, Reverend Dr. Samuel, Notice of, 743.

Sneyd, Honora, Notice of, 198.

Snowdon, Lieutenant, wounded in Battle of Guilford in 1781,

607.

Snow's Island described, 771.

Society of the Cincinnati, organized near Fislikill Landing in

1783, iL'o; Record of Proceedings of, 126; Its Constitution

opposed by Judge Burke and others, 127; Certificate of

Membership—Fac simile of, 128; Order of the Society-
Presidents General of, 129; "Free Society of Traders" emi-
grate to America and purchase Land in Pennsylvania, 251!.

Somers, George, commissioned to Virginia in KiU8, 436.

Sathel, Governor, of Albemarle Province in 1663, 561.

Sounding-board of Clirist Church, Philadelphia. 248.

South Carolina leaves her Delegates free to vote relative to

Declaration of Independence, 276 ; Constitution of, adopted in

1778, 289 ; Legislature grants Annuity to Peter Harris (Indian),

656 ; Early History of, 743, 744 ; First Legislature of, in 1674,

745; Royal Government established in 1717—Extension of

the Settlement, 746; Organization of Civil Government, 752;
Condition of, after Invasion by British in 1779, 762; Re-es-

tablishment of Civil Government in 1782—Change of public

Sentiment—Waning of British Power, 776 ; Number of Slaves

lost during Revolution—Estimated Value of 779.

.South Carolinians, Boldness of on Arrival of Stamps, in 1765,

747 ; Oppose the Landing of Tea in 1774, 749 ; Resolve on
Rebellion—Draw up Articles of Association, declaring them-
selves independent, 750 ; Take Measures to fortify Charleston
Harbor, 751.

Spaight, Governor Richard D., Aid to General Caswell in 1780,

670.

Spain refuses to comply with Application of George III., to

prevent her Subjects from aiding Ameiica, 19 ; Favorable to

the American Cause in 1780, 763.

Spaniards in Florida, 745, 751, 763.

Sparks, Mnjor, wounded in Battle at Fort Duquesne in 1755,

479.

Sparks, Veteran. Author's Interview with, 170.

Spencei-, General Joseph, proceeds to New York after Evnc-

nation of Boston by the British ; Expedition against Rhode
Island—Resignation—Biographical Sketch of, 80.

Spencer's Ordinary, Notice of, 463.

.Spoils of War, British Ship Hope, 15 ; Division of at Stony Point,

182 ; Amount of, taken by British from Americans during

1776, 224; Baggage Wagons captured at Battle of Princeton

in 1777,240; Taken by Americans in Battle of Monmouth, 365;

Taken liy Americans at Surrender of Cornwallis at York-
town, 526; Taken by British on Elizabeth River, 538; Taken
by Americans at Battle of Moore's Creek in 1776, 588 ; Taken
by British in Skirmish at Wahab's Plantation in 1780, 625

,

Taken by Americans at Battle of King's Mountain, 634
;

Taken by Higuins from British, near Hanging Rock, in 1780,

662 ; Taken by British from Buford, in South Carolina, in

1780, 664; Taken by British near Savannah in 1778, 732;

Taken by British at Fort Lee in 1776, 828.

Spottswood, Governor Alexander, Notice of, 469, 505; ,Son of,

supposed to have been killed by Indians near Fort Duquesne
in 1757— Appointed Deputy Governor of Virginia in 1710,

471 ; Succeeded by Drysdale in 1722-Knighted and presented

with silver Horseshoe by George L, in commemoration of

his Expedition over the Blue Ridge—Character of, 472.

Sprague, Charles, Quotation from, 709.

Spring, Roger Williams's, at Providence, Notice of, 57.

" Spy Unmasked," Authorship of, 122, 123.

Squiers, Captain, Attack at Hampton Creek in 1775, 531.

Stamp-master at Annapolis, 399 ; At Wilmington, North Caro-

lina, Resignation of, in 1766, 569 ; At Charleston, 747 ; At
New York, 788.

Stamps, Arrival of, at Charleston in 1765, 747 ; At New York
—Demanded by the People, 788 ; Delivered to the Mayor, 789.

Standards, American, presented to South Carolina Regiment
by Mrs. Elliot in 1776, 738, 7.56.

.Standards, British, surrendered at Yorktown, 524.

Staples, William R., Quotation from, 63.

State House, Pennsylvania, Erection of, in 1740, 271, 272, 288.

States, Organization of Goverimients of, in 1776, 79, 289.

Statue of Washington in Capitol at Washington City, 410; In

Capitol at Richmond, 436 ; Of Pitt, at Charleston, 748 ; At
New York, 789 ; Destroyed by British in 1776, 790 ; Of George
HI., at New York, 801.

Steele, Mrs. Elizabeth, Patriotism of, 598.

Stephen, General Adam, at Battle of Germantown in 1777, 316,

318; Biographical Sketch of, 320; In Expedition to Fort Du-
quesne in 1754, 475.

Stephens, Mr., Notice of, 59.

Stephenson, Captain, in marauding Expedition to Virginia in

1781, 549.

Sterling, Colonel, at Red Bank in 1777, 292.

Steuben, Baron, Headquarters of, near Fishkill Landing in

1782—Anecdote of, 125; President of Society of the Cincin-

nati, 126 ; Arrives in America in 1778—Joins Continental

Army— Appointed Inspector General, 341; His Aids—Bio-

graphical Sketch of—Monuments, 342, 343 ; At Richmond in

1781,4.35; Encampment at Green Spring, 446, 467 ; At Siege

of Yorktown in 1781, 526; Military Skill of, 543; At Battle

near Petersburg, 544 ; Joins La Fayette in Virginia, 550.

Stevens, Colonel Ebenezer, at Siege of Yorktown in 1781—Bi-

ographical Sket<h of, 516.

Stevens, General Edward, at Battle of Great Bridge, near Nor
folk, in 1775—Character of, 535 ; Biographical Sketch of, .536;

Conducts Morgan's Prisoners to Charlottesville in 1781, 597;
Wounded at Battle of Guilford, 609.

Stevens, Governor, Notice of, 561.

Stewart, Major John, awarded Medal by Congress after Storm-
ing of Stony Point in 1779, 181 ; Reputed to be killed by Ac-

cident in South Carolina, 182.

Stirling, Lord, in command of American Troops in 1781, 145;
Biographical Sketch of 807; At Battle of Long Island in 1776—
His Wardrobe, 808 : Exchanged as Prisoner for Brown, 814.

Stirling, Richard, Notice of, 426.

.Stockton, Annis, Quotation from, 242.

Stockton, Captain, Notice of, 242.

Stockton, Richard, Signer of Declaration of Independence

—

His House desolated by British, 242; Biographical Sketch"

of. (See Biography of Signers of Declaration of Independ-
ence, Supplement.)

Stone, Thomas, Notice of, 402.

Stone, William, succeeds Thomas Greene as Governor of Ma-
ryland in 1649, 398 ; Gives Place to Commissioners appoint-

ed by Parliament—Restored to full Powers in 1654—Com-
pelled to surrender his Warrant to Commissioners—Organ-
izes armed Body of Roman Catholics — .Sfcizes Provincial

Records—Made Prisoner—Four of his Men executed, 398.

Stonington, its Settlement in 1658—Bombarded by British in

1813, 51.

Stony Point, captured by Sir Henry Clinton in 1779, 175; To-
pography of, 175, 176, 178; Retaken by Americans under
General Wayne—Preparations for Attack—Negro Spy, 176 ;

Condition of the Fortress—Wayne's Proposition to siorm it,

177; Approachof Americans— Capture of Sentinels—Storm-
ing of Fort, 178 ; Wayne wounded—His Bravery—Surrender
of Fort by British—Wayne's Dispatch, 179; Washington or-

ders Evacuation of Stony Point—Destruction of the Works
—Seizure of Artillery and Stores—Ordnance placed on Board
Galley—Galley sunk by Enemy near Caldwell's I/anding

—

.Since alleged to contain Kidd's Treasures, 180, 181 ; Division

of Spoils, 182.

Stoie Ships, British, capture of, 15.

Storm, violent, otf Newport in 1778, 81.

St. Clair, General, dislodges British at Wilmington, North Car-
olina, in 1781, 529.

St. Clair, Sir John, wounded in Battle at Fort Duquesne in

1755, 479.

St. Mary's, Maryland, settled by Roman Catholics, under Cal-

vert, "in 1634, 397.

St. Pierre, M. De, receives Letter from Dinwiddle by Wash-
ington, at Fort Le Boeuf, in 17.53—Reply. 474.

.St. Simon, Marquis De, in command of French Land Forces
under De Grasse in 1781, 511 ; At Siege of Yorktown, 51.5.

St. Tammany, Origin of Name of—Grave of—Notice of, 247.

Strickland, Mr., Quotation from, 417, 418.

Strickland, Executioner of .4ndre—Notice of, 203.

Stuart, Colonel, killed at Battle of Guilford in 1781, 610.

Stuart, Gilbert, paints Sign of King of Prussia Tavern, 331.

Stuart, John, biographical Sketch of 647.

Stuyvesant, Petius. succeeds Kieft as Governor of New York
in 1625, 783 ; Biographical Sketch of, 784.

Suttolk, Virginia, devastated by British in 1779, 538.

Sullivan, General John, proceeds to New York after Evacua-
tion of Boston by the British, 15; Appointed in command
of American Troops at Rhode Island in 1778, 77; Succeeds
General Spencer in Expedition against Rhode Island in 1777,

80 ; Sends Letters of Remonstrance to D'Estaing in 1778, 82

;

Succeeds General Lee in command of American Troops at

Veal Town in 1776, 223 ; At Battle of Trenton in 1776, 226,

227 ; At Battle of Germantown in 1777, 316; At Buffington's,

on the Brandywine, in 1777, 379 ; Charges preferred against
him by Burke—Defended by Washington—Dissension with
Deborre, ,381 ; Made Prisoner on Long Island, 810; Sent with
Message to Congress—Exchanged for Prescott, 814.

Summer, Indian, on the Hudson. 98.

Sumner, General Jethro, in Southern Campaign under Greene,
in 1780, 625; Biographical Sketch of 697.

Sumter, General Thomas, biographical Sketch of—His Com-
patriots in Southern Campaign in 1780—Attacked by Wemyss
at Fish Dam Ford. 651 ; In Battle at Blackstock's Plantation,

652; Styled the Carolina Gamecock—Receives Thanks from
Congress for his Valor, 653 ; In Battle at Rocky Mount in

1780. 659 ; His Defeat—Success at Wateree Ford—Defeat at

Fishing Creek— Passage of the Catawba, 660; In Battle at

Hanging Rock, 662; His Residence, 682.

Sunbury, taken by British in 1778, 733.

Sunnyside, Residence of Washington Irving, 192.

Surgeons, Rush, Leiper, Latimer, and Willett, sent back to

British Camp to attend wounded Americans after retreat

from Brandywine, 38.5.

Surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown in 1781, 524.

Sutherland, Lieutenant, in command of Ship Vulture at Time
of Arnold's Treason, 1.50.

Swain, Gov. David L., Notice of, .578. 585, 586. 598, 617, 619. 623.

Swearingen, Colonel, at Siege of Fort Henry in 1777, 499.

Swiss, Settlement of, in South Carolina, in 1730, 746.
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Talbot, Major SUas, in Expedition against Rhode Island in 1778,
81 ; Captures the Pigui, 96.

Tallmadge, General James, in Possession of Silver Bullet of a
Spy, 116.

Tallmadge, Major Benjamin, Head quarters at North Castle in

1780, 147; Causes Andre to be brought back to North Ca.'-tle

—Escorts him to North Salem, 189 ; Opposes Petition of
Paulding to Congress, in 1817, lor increase of Annuity, 206

;

Biographical Sketch of, 83.3.

Tammany Societies, Organization of— Still existing in New
York—Festirities of—Halls, Dedication of, 247.

Tanacharison (Half King) accompanies Washington to Fort Le
Bceuf in 17.53—Extract from his Speech, 474 ; In Expedition
to Fort Duquesne in 17.54, 475.

Tappan, Topography of— Place of Execution of Andre— En-
campment of American Army at, in 1777, 195.

Tarleton, General Banastre, personal Appearance of, 309 ; Sent
by Cornwallis to New London, Virginia, to destroy American
Stores in 1781—Returns to Portsmouth, 468; At Siege of
Yorktown in 1781, 514 ; In marauding Expedition to Virgin-
ia. 547; In Expedition to North Carolina, 592; Anecdote of,

and little Rebels, 600 ; In Skirmish near Reedy Fork, 605
;

In Battle of Guilford—Biographical Sketch of 607 ; Traverses
Country on the Wateree, 624; At Battle of Cowpens in 1781,
638; Anecdote of, concerning his Wound, 642; Massacres
Buford's Men, 664 ; In Battle near Camden, 671 ; Near
Charleston, 76.3, 765.

Tar River, Notice of. 057.

Tarrytown, Recollections of—Origin of its Name, 185.
Tate, Captain, at Battle of Cowpens in 1781, 6,37.

Tate, Captain, wounded at Guilford in 1781, 607.

Taylor, Bayard, Quotation from, 131.

Taylor, Daniel, Spy—Detected with Dispatch in Silrer Bullet-
Executed, 116.

Taylor, Major, Notice of, ,590.

Taylor, Reverend John, Quotation from, 342.
Taylor, President, at laying of Corner-stone of Washington
Monument, at Richmond, in 18.50, 437.

Taylorsville, M'Conkey's Ferry, Place where Washington cross-
ed the Delaware, 221.

Taverns on old Lancaster Turnpike, Notice of, 369.
Tazewell, John, Clerk of General Convention of Delegates at

Williamsburg, Virginia, in 1776, 505.
Tea, Destruction of at Providence, in 177,3, 58 ; At Greenwich,

260; Refused at Charleston in 1774, 749; Destruction of, at
New York in 1773, 792.

Tea Party, New Jersey, Names of, 260.

Tea Ships, Arrival of in the Delaware, in 1773, 260; Arrival
and burning of at Annapolis, in 1774, 401 ; Arrival of, at New
Y'ork, in 1773, 792.

Teach, famous Pirate " Black Beard." Notice of, 562.

Temple, near New Windsor, for Chapel and other Purpo8es,117.
Tcedyuscung, Notice of 250.

Tennent, Reverend Gilbert, Memoir of— Sermons used for
Cartridge Paper, 367.

Tennent, Reverend William, remarkable Case of— Describes
his own Feelings—Loss of his Papers, 367.

Ternay, Admiral De, arrives at Newport in command of French
Fleet in 1780, 87 ; Death of, 88 ; Succeeded by D'Estouches
in 1781, 540.

Territory, American, claimed by English and French, 472.
Thacher, Dr., Quotations from, 132. .335.

Thanksgiving, public, recommended by Congress in 1777, 333;
In 1781, 528.

Theater, Richmond, destroyed in 1811. 437.
Thomas, General, takes Possession of Dorchester Heights in

1776, II.

Thompson. Major (Count Rumford), biographical Sketch of 23.
Thomson. Charles. Secretary of first Continental Congress

—

Biog;raphical Sketch of 267; Heads Letter of Washington on
Capitulation of Cornwallis, 527.

Thomson, Colonel William, biographical Sketch of, 650.
Thornton, J. Wingate. Notice of, 2.5.

Throck's Neck, Origin of Name of—Landing of British at, in
1776, 819.

Tilghman, Colonel. Anecdote of 429 ; Bears Dispatches to Con-
gress concerning Surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, 527.

Tippett's Creek, Events near, in 1777. 829.
Toast of La Fayette at York, Peimsylvania. 339.
Tobacco, introduced into England, 4.50 ; Monopolized in Vir-

ginia by Charles I., in 1625, 458 ; Destroyed by Arnold and
Phillips, at Warwick, in 1781, 546 ; Cultivation of, in North
Carolina, 556.

Tombstone, old, at Jamestown, 448.

'Tonomy Hill, Notice of 68, 69, 80.

Tooke, John Home, imprisoned for Libel on British Troops

—

His Letter to Counselor Dunning—"Diversions of Purlev"
17.

Tories, of Rhode Island, arrested by General Lee in 1775, 72

;

With Brant at Battle of Minisink in 1779.101, 102; Joshua
H. Smith, 148 ; Strickland, Executioner of Andrg, 203: Near
Valley Forge in 1778. 335; Uniform of in 1778, 344 ; Girty,
Elliot, and MKee. Notice of 497: Ephraim Cooke, 592; Bar-
barity of a Tory to a dyinj Whig-Hanged before his own
Door, 609 ; Gathering of, near King's Mountain, in 1780, 630;
Execution of, 635 ; Faithlessness of, in Carolina, in 1776, 650 ;

Captured at Rugeley's Mill in 1780, 666; Of South Carolina,
711; Dispersion of 712; Of Georgia, take Refuge in Florida
in 1776—Organize under Title of ' Florida Rangers," 727 ; In
Charleston, 766; Disarmed in the vicinity of New York, 799

Torpedo, Bushnell's, 814.

Tory Hill, Notice of 40.

Tower, Stone, in Providence River, 60; Ancient, at Newport
— Its former Appearance— Attempted to be destroyed by
British—Obscurity of its Origin, 65.

Trading Ford. Notice of 601.

Travis, Lieutenant, at Battle of Great Bridge, near Norfolk, in
1775, 535.

Treaty of Penn with Indians, 2.53 ; Between Dunmore and
Cornstalk, in 1774, at Camp Charlotte, 489 ; Between Pickens
and Creeks in Georgia, in 1782, 741 ; Of Peace between Great
Britain and the United States in 1783, 837.

Tree, Liberty, Boston, 15; Norwich, 31; Ancient Sycamore,
Rhode Island. 85; Arnold's Willows, near West Point, 140;
Aged Black Walnut, between Haverstraw and Stony Point,
where Wayne received his Black Pilot, 184, 185; White
Wood, under which Andrfi was searched, 185, 186; Penn's
Treaty Elm, 2.54; Picture of in Independence Hall, 272;
Hickory, at Red Bank, used as Flag-statf in 1777, 290 ; Coun-
cil, at Jamestown. 447 ; Linden, imported from Scotland by
Lord Dunmore in 1772, 469; Laurel, 521 ; Tulip Poplars, at
Place of Cornwallis's Surrender, near Yorktown, 530 ; Dead
Pines, in Virginia and North Carolina, .554 ; Apple and Per-
simmons, on Battlefield of the Haw, 593; Sassafrases. on
Grave of Crjiigbead, at Charlotte, North Carolina, 616; Great
Tulip, near King's Mountain, upon which Tories were hang-
ed, 629 ; Pride of India, at Orangeburg. South Carolina, 696 ;

Liberty, at Charleston, in 1765, 748, 757 ; Palmetto, described,
754 ; Magnolia, near Charleston, under which Lincoln held
Council in 1780,779; Destruction of 780; Stuyvesant'sPear,
784.

Trent, Captain, in Expedition to Fort Duquesne in 17.54, 475.
Trenton, Notice of, 220; Topography of, 228,238; Rail's Head-

quarters, 228.

Triplet, Captain, at Battle of Cowpens in 1781, 6.37.

Tripp, William, receives Letters from his Family in Loaves of
Bread, 75.

Troops, British, evacuate Boston in 1776, 14 ; Marauding Ex-
pedition up the Hudson—Rendezvous near Dobbs's Ferry in
1776, 195; Marauding F'.xpedition up the Delaware in 1778,
220 ; Injudicious disposition of, in New Jersey, in 1776, 226

,

Retreat from Whiteinarsh to Philadelphia. 322 ; Sent out
from Philadelphia, in 1778, on Expedition to plunder Araer
ican Posts, 343, 344; Queen's Rangers, 343, 464; Evacuate
Philadelphia in 1778— Pursued bj' Americans across New Jer-
sey, 353 ; At Battle of Brandywine in 1777, 382 ; Checked by
Greene, 383; At Bladensburg in 1814,405; Near Jamestown
in 1781, 464. 465, 466; Retreat to Portsmouth, 468; Under
Braddock, 477 ; At Yorktown, 510: Surrendered, 524 ; Under
Phillips, at Petersburc. 543; At Charlottesville. 552; Under
Cornwallis, in the Carolines, 596 ; In pursuit of Greene, 600;
At Guillord, 608; At the Cowpens, 639; Near Camden, 670,
677; At Ninety-six, 694 ; At Eutaw, 701 ; At Brier Creek. 713;
At Savannah. 731, 736; At Charleston, 7.54, 760. 762; Depre-
dations of on Carolina Coast, in 1779, 761 ; Retreat from Eu-
taw in 1781,775; Land at Staten Island in 1776,800; On Long
Island, 804 ; March toward New York, 807 ; Land at New
York, 817 ; At Throck's Neck, 819 ; Re-enforcement of at
New York, 820 : Encampment of near King's Bridge, 825 ;

F^vacuation of New York City, 8.38.

Troops, Continentiil, in Expedition against Rhode Island in

1778, under La Fayette, 80,339: Land on Rhode Island—
Encampment at Quaker Hill—Condition of after great Gale
at Newport. 82; Destitution of in Hudson Highlands, 137;
At Valley Forge, 137,322,335; Cross the Delaware, under
Washington, in 1776, 221 ; Offered Bounties of Land and
Money, 225; Destitution of, relieved by confederate Ladies
of Philadelphia, 312; Departure from Whitemarsh, in 1777,
to Valley Forge, 322; At Barren Hill, under command of L«
Fayette (for the first Time), in 1778. 328 ; Whole Number of,

at Valley Forge, 335. 352; Promised La Fayette at Albany,
339; Number and Condition of in Summer of 1778, 352;
Encampment on Red Clay Neck in 1777, 376; Retreat of, at

Battle of Brandywine. 384 ; March toward Germantown aft-

er Battle of Brandywine, 386; Destitution of at Baltimore,
394; Under Steuben, in Virginia, 435.436 : Under La Fayette,
in Virginia, 463. 466 ; On their way South in 1781, 509, 513 ;

At Yorktovi'n, 515 ; At Petersburg, 543 ; Under Greene in the
Carolinas. 600, 608 ; At the Cowpens, 639 ; At Hanging Rock,
near Camden, 662; Under Gates. Sufferings of, 670; At
Camden, under Greene, 677 ; At Ninety-six, 694 ; At Eutaw,
701; At Brier Creek, 713; At Savannah, 721, 731, 736; At
Charleston in 1776, 754; In 1780, 760; At New York, under
Lee, in 1776, 798; On Long Island, 805; Condition of 821

;

In West Chester, 820 ; Retreat through the Jerseys, 8-25.

Troops, Carolina, in Virginia in 17.55, 567.

Troops, German, Reasons for employing them for British Serv-
ice—Sail for America in 1776, under Lord Howe, 21.

Troops. Hessian, at Charlottesville, Virginia, .553 ; At Battle of
Long Island in 1776, 22; At Fort Washington, 825.

Troops, Irish, hired to come to America, 20 ; Sail under Lord
Howe in 1776, 21.
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Trueitlen, John A., first Governor of Georgia under new Con-
stitution, 711).

Trumbull, Captain Joseph, Notice of, 31.

Trumbull, Jonathan G. W., Notice of, 32.

Trumbull, Colonel, Notice of Paintings of, in Rotunda at Wash-
ington, 41U, 4 1 a. 517, 530.

Trumbull, Governor Jonathan, biographical Sketch of, 32

;

Washington's confidential Adviser—Noticed by Chastellux,

33; His Character—Services—Dwelling—War Office, 34;
Tomb of, 35.

Trumbull, John, Notice of, 36.

Trumbull, John, LL.D., Quotations from, 174, 2G5, 270, 351,

364, 507.

Tryon, Governor William, Burns Continental Village, 173; In-

closes Copies of Coniiliatory Bill to Washington, 349 ; Bio-

graphical Sketch of—His Seal, 567 ; Unpopularity of, in 1766,

569; Builds Palace in North Carolina in 1767,570; Styled
" The Great Wolt^' of North Carolina by the Cherokees—His
Procliimation against the Regulators, 571, 572; Expedition to

the AUamance, 575 ; Returns to Newbern—Succeeded by
Martin as Governor of North Carolina—Called to New York
in 1771, 578 ; Made Doctor of Laws in 1774, 793 ; Operations
at New York, 795.

Tryon, Lady, Notice of, 570.

Tuckerman, Henry T., Quotation from, 411.

TuGkesege Ford, Notice of, 627.

Turgot, Quotation from, 288.

Turkey Hill, Topography of, 80, 83, 89.

Turnbull, Colonel, in command at Rocky Mount in 1780, 659.

Turtle Bay, Notice of, 795.

Turtle, Marine, Bushnell's, 814.

Tuscaroras, hostile to white Settlers in Carolina in 1711—At-

tacked by Cherokees, Creeks, Catawbas, and Yamasees, un-

der Barnwell, in 1712—Join Six Nations in New York in

n'f"? 562.

Tuslen, Dr., at Battle of Minisink, 101, 102; Slain, 102.

Twightwees, Notice of, 473.

Tyler, Captain, at Battle of Minisink in 1779, 102.

Tyler, Ex-president John, Birthplace of, 442 ; Seat of (Sher-

wood Forest), near Charles City Court House—His Person

described, 444 ; Former Residence of, at Wilhamsburg, 470

Tyng, Reverend Stephen H., Notice of, 394.

Uncas, Indian Chief, Notice of, 26, 29.

Underbill, Mrs. Sarah, and Andre, 186.

United States, Declaration of Independence of, 277, 282 ; Sign-

ing of, 285; Articles of Confederation adopted by Congress
in 1777—Become organic Law of the Land in 1781—Adop-
tion of the Federal Constitution in 1787, 289.

Urn, monumental, at Richmond, erected in Memory of those

destroyed in Theater in 1811, 437.

Valentine's Hill, West Chester, and its Associations, 831.

Valley Forge, Village of, 331 ; Washington's Head-quarters at,

in 1777, 1778—Old Flour Mill and its Associations, 332 ; Rog-
ers's Observatory—Washington's Camp, 333 ; Its Topogra-
phy—The Huts and their Occupants, 334 ;

Condition of Con-

tinental Army—Their SuSering—Number of Soldiers en-

camped—Toryism, 335.

Van Antwerp, Anna, Author's Interview with, 800.

Vanbraam, Jacob, accompanies Washington to French Creek,

as Interpreter, in 1753, 473 : Left by Washington as a Hos-
tage at Fort Necessity in 1754—Accused of Treachery as In-

terpreter, 476.

Van Cortlandt, General Philip, on Court-martial of Arnold, at

Philadelphia, in 1779. 143; Biographical Sketch of 170; In

command of Militia at Fredericktown, Maryland, in 1781, 526.

Van Cortlandt, General Pierre, Notice of, 171.

Vane, Sir Henry, Notice of, 69.

Van Tassel, Jacob, Notice of, 19.3.

Van Wart, Isaac, one of the Captors of Andrd—Grave of, 192;

Awarded Medal by Congress for F'idelity, 205.

Varick, Colonel Richard, biographical Sketch of, 157.

Varnum, General James M., in command at Red Bank in 1777

—Biographical Sketch of, 292.

Vaucluse, Notice of, 124.

Verplanck, Gulian C., Quotations from, 100, 125.

Verplanck; Samuel, Notice of, 124.

Verplanck's Point, Skirmish at, between Hudson and Indians,

in 1609—Purchased by Stephanus Van Cortlandt in 1683,

174 ; Captured by Sir Henry Clinton in 1779-Topography
of, 175.

Vessels of War, British, in Boston Harbor, at Bombardment
of, 1776, 10 ; British Ship Hupe captured by Mugi'ord -Amer-
ican Cruisers Franklin and Lady Waskiiigtoii, 15 ; Built on
River Thames, Connecticut, in 1777, 42; Names of American,

in Service of Connecticut during Revolution, 42; Magtdjique

lost in Boston Harbor—/4meric« (seventy four) presented

to French King by Congress, 56; British Schooner Gaspee

burned in Narraganset Bay in 1772, 60 ; Glnf^gow (British)

oft' Newport in 1775, 72; Scarborough and Si-ymetnr (British)

arrive at Newport in 1775, with two Prizes— Engagement
with Americans. 73 ; French Ship Languedoc brings Deane
and Gerard to United States, 78 ; British destroyed at New-
port in 1778. Names of, 81 ; Galley Pigot captured and con-

veyed to Stoi iDfjto 1 by Talbot in 1778, 96; British Vessel

Formidable, in West Indies, 145; Vulture visited by Arnold in

1780, 50; American, near West I'oint, abandoned and burned
by their Crews, 168; American, Names of, in the Delaware
in 1777, 293 ; British, destroyed by Americans in the Delaware
in 1777, 295, 296 ; Continental Frigate Delaware captured by
British at Philadelphia, 310; British Ship Trident arrives in

the Delaware with Commissioners in 1778,349; British Frigate

Roebuck receives Israel Israel as Prisoner of War after Buttle

of Brandy wine, 385 ; British, ascend Rivers of Virginia and
levy Contributions in 1781, 435; British Frigate Romulus cap-

tured by De Tilley in 1781 ; Frigate Surveillanl runs aground
in Elizabeth River in 1781, 436 ; Sir Walter Raleigh's, Names
of, 448 ; British Ship Magdalen receives military Stores at

Williamsburg in 1775, 503; British Ship Fowey receives
Dunmore and Family at Y'orktown in 1755, 504 ; The Head-
quarters of Dunmore at Norfolk, 505 ; Destruction of British

Ship Terrible in Chesapeake Bay in 1781, 513 ; Ville de Paris oif

Cape Henry in 1781
;
Queen Charlotte in the Chesapeake, 514

;

British Guadaloupe and Charon destroyed at Siege of York-
town in 1781, 517 ; Sloop ofWar Bonetta, 522 ; British, in Ches-
apeake Bay in 1775, 531 ; British Frigate Liverpool arrives at

Norfolk in 1775, 536; United States Ships Pemtsijlvania, Con
stitulion, and Constellation, 540 ; British Frigate Romulus cap-
tured by French Fleet in Narraganset Bay in 1781,,-)40; Sloop
of War Viper, 569 ; British Sloop Pallas in Cape Fear River
in 1776, .589 ; British Ship Scarborough in Tybee Sound in

1776, 726 ; British Sloops Tamar and Cherokee at Charleston
in 1775, 751 ; British at Siege of Fort Sullivan in 177.5, 754

;

Prison Ship Saudwich conveys Prisoners to St. Augustine
in 1780, 768 ; British Ship Asia at New York in 1775, 796

;

British Ship Duchess of Gordon, the Head quarters of Tryon,
798; Rose and Pha-uix ascend the Hudson, 802; Frigate

Roebuck approaches Red Hook at Battle of Long Island, 809;
British Ship Eagle, Attempt to destroy, by infernal Machine,
814 ; British in the North and East Rivers, 813.

Villefranche, French Engineer— Estimate of Forces at West
Point and Dependencies in 1780, 153.

Viomenil, Baron De, Notice of, .55 ; Receives public Dinner in

Boston in 1782, 56 ; At Siege of Y'orktown in 1781, 515.

Viomenil, Viscount De, at Siege of Y'orktown in 1781, 515.

Virginia, holds Convention in 1776, relative to Declaration of In-

dependence, 275 ; Constitution of, adopted in 1776, 289 ; Early
History of, 432, 448; Origin of Name of, 449; First colonial

Assembly convened at Jamestown in 1619, 457; Becomes a

royal Government in 1624,458; An Independent State in Time
of Cromwell—Refuses to acknowledge Authority of Richard
Cromwell—Invites Charles II. to become King—Acknowl-
edged by him an independent Member of the Empire, under
the Name of the "Old Dominion," 460; House of Burgesses
—Sessions of 482; Revolutionary Proceedings in, 483; First

to appoint a Committee of national Correspondence—Con
curs with Massachusetts Assembly in the Grievances of that

Colony in 1773— Dissolved by Dunmore in 1773, 485; Great
Seal of, described, 5U5; First General Assembly and Officers

under new Government in 1776, 506; Called upon by Con-
gress for Funds to carry on the War in 1781, 515.

Visit of the Author to Boston—Lakes Cochituate and Masha-
paug—Shetuckct Valley, 27; Norwich, 28, 36; Bozrah, Fitch-

ville, Lebanon, 33 ; Greenville and Tory Hill, 40 ; New London.
41,50; Groton Monument, 46; Mrs. Anna Bailey, Anecdote of,

49 ; Providence, 51, 63 ; Historical Society of Rhode Island, 58;

Brown University—Gaspee Point. .59 ; Newport, 64, 96 ; Quak-
er Hill, 64 ; Old Tower, 65 ; Old Cemetery— Perry's Monu-
ment, 67; 'Tonomy Hill— Hubbard's House and Mill, 68;
Butts's Hill, 89; Vaucluse, 96; Newburgh —Washington's
Head quarters, 98 ; NewWindsor, 112 ; Plum Point, 113 ; Head-
quarters of Greene and Knox, 114; Fishkill, 120; Wharton
House, 124 ; West Point, 130 ; Constitution Island, 139 ; Butter-

milk Falls—Beverly Dock and Robinson House, 140, 161;
Arnold's Willow, 140; Buttermilk Falls—Forts Clinton and
Montgomery, 162; Peekskill, 169; Van Cortlandt's House

—

Soldier's Spring—Gallows Hill, 170; Verplanck's Point, 174;
Stony Point, 183; Sampsonville, 184; Place of Capture of
Andrfi. 186; Tarrytown—Sleepy Hollow, 190 ; Greenburgh

—

Grave of Van Wart, one of the Captors of Andrg—Sunnyside,
Residence of Irving, 192 ; Dobbs's F'erry, 194 ; Livingston
Mansion— Sneeden's Landing—Tappan, 195; RamapoValley,
210; Ramapo Village. 211; Perth Amboy, 217; Crosswicks,
218; Bordentown, 219; Trenton, 220; Princeton. 241 ; Bucks
County— Frankfort, 247; Kensington— Philadelphia, 248;
Carpenters' Hall, 263 ; State House—Independence Hall, 271

;

Red Bank, 289; Germantown, 313; Whitemarsh, 320; Barren
Hill, 322; Norristown, 330; Valley Forge— King of Prussia
Tavern, 331; Washington's Headquarters at Valley Forge,
332; Rogers's Observatory. 333; Battle-ground of Monmouth
—Woodhill's Monument, 365: Paoli Monument, 372; West
Chester, 373; Jetferis's Ford—Birmingham, 374 ; Localities at

Brandywine, 386 ; Kennet Square—New London and Elkton,
387; The Chesapeake—Baltimore, 388; Washington's Monu-
ment, 390; Maryland Historical Society, 391 ; Annapolis, 394;
Senate Chamber, 403; Queen Anne, 404 ; City of Washington,
405; Mrs. Hamilton—National Institute-Patent Office, 406;
Capitol, 410; President Polk—G. W. P. Custis, 412; Alexan-
dria. 413; Mount Vernon, 415; Occoquan, 419 ; Pohick Church,
420; Potomac Church, 422; Fredericksburg—Westmoreland,
Birth-place of Washington, 423 ; Bowling Green—Hanover
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Court House, 429 ; Newcastle, Virginia, 431 ; Richmond, 432;
Old City Tavern, 435; Capitol — Monumental Church, 436;
St. John's Church, Richmond Ilill, 43t), 437; Westover, 44 1

;

Charles City Court House, 442; Old Tavern— Sherwood
Forest, the Seat of Kxpresident Tyler, 444; Jamestown
Island— Green Spring Plantation, 44ti; Coke's Plantation,

447; Spencer's Ordinary, 463; Williamsburg—William and
Mary College—Lord Dunmore'a Palace—Brenton Church

—

Old Magazine, 469; Site of old Capitol of Virginia, 470;
Apollo Room in Raleigh Tavern, 484 ; Yorktown, 507 ; Old
Church—Nelson Tombs—Cornwallis's Cave, 508; Moore's
House, 529; Place where British laid down Arms, 530;
Hampton, Virginia—Old Point Comfort, 531 ; Norfolk, 532,

540; St. Paul's Church—Great Bridge. .533; Deep Creek and
Dismal Swamp— Drummond's Lake, 539; Portsmouth, Gos-
port, 540; City Point—Blandford—Old Church. 542; Peters-

burg, 543; Archer's Hill—Pocahontas's Basin—BoUingbrook
—Dinwiddle Court House, 553 ; Gee's Bridge— St. Tammany,
555; North Carolina—Tobacco Plantations—Nut Bush, 556;
Oxford— Williarasborough, .557; Hillsborouah, 558, 589;
Pyle's Pond, 593; Cotton Factory—Regulator Battle-ground,
on the AUamance—Greensborouiih, 594 ; Martinsville—Guild-

ford Battleground, 595; New Garden Meeting-house, 613;
Quaker Wedding— Boarding-school—Jamestown — Lexing-
ton, 614; Trading Ford— Salisbury, 615; Charlotte, 616;
Polk's Mill, 617; Tuckesege Ford, 627; Crowder's Creek,
628; King's Mountain Battle-around. 629; Thicketty Mount-
ain—Cowpens Battle-ground, 636 ; Cherokee Ford— King's
Creek, 654; Yorkville—Catawba Indians. 6.55; Fishing Creek.
656; Falls of the Catawba, Rocky Mount, 657; Rocky Mount
Battle-ground, 658; Hanging Rock. 662 ; Rugeley's, 665 ; San-
ders's Creek, 667; Hobkirk's Hill. 676; Camden, 681; Fort
Motte, 683; Fort Granby, 688; Columbia, South Carohna, 689;
Orangeburg, 695; Four-hole Swamp, 697; Eutaw Springs,
699; Nelson's Ferry, 705; Fort Watson, 706; Hamburg—
Augusta, 709; Liberty Hill— Site of Fort Cornwallis, '719;

Savannah—Jasper's Spring. 742; Charleston, South Carolina,
743; Revolutionary LocaUties near Charleston. 779; Wil-
mington, 780 ; Revolutionary Localities at New York, 799.

Voighti Henry, Notice of, 243.

Waddell, Colonel, Notice of, 570.

Wadsworth, General Peleg. biographical Sketch of—In Expe-
dition against Penobscot in 1779, 26.

Wadsworth, Lieutenant Henry, blown up in Fire-ship at Trip-
oli, in 1804, 26.

Wagons, Virginia Market, 431.

Wahab, Captain, Notice of, 625.

Wake, Esther, Notice of, 570.

Waketield Estate, 423.

Waldeckers, arrive at New Y'ork in 1776, 820.
Walker, Henderson, succeeds Harvey as Governor of Albe-
marle Colony in 1694, 561.

Walker, Captain John, whipped, and detained as Prisoner in
Expedition agixinst Regulators, in 1771, 570.

Wall, ancient, at SaUsbury, North Carolina. 615.
Wallace, Admiral, in command of British Fleet at Newport, in

1775—Forces the Inhabitants to furnish him wit'n Supplies

—

Plunders Kingston and other Towns on the Hudson—Com-
missioned Pirate in Narraganset P.ay—Captures American
Vessels — Destroys Houses on Canouicut and Providence
Island, 72.

Wallace. William R., Quotation from, 313.

Walloons, settle at Brooklyn in 162.'>. 783.
Wanton, Governor Joseph, biographical Sketch of—Letter to
Admiral Montague, 60; Receives insolent Reply—Rejoinder,
61.

War of England. France, and Spain, in 1706, 74.5.

War, civil, in Maryland, in 165,5, 398 ; in Virginia, in 1676, 461

;

At Charleston, in 1706, 746.

War commences between England and France in 1778, 78.

War, King Philip's, in 1675—Assassination of Sassamon— Phil-

ip's Men suspected, tried, and hanged by English—Philip
tramples Treaties under his Feet, and kindles the Flame of
War—Calls on other Tribes to arouse, 92 ; His Appeal—Con-
dition of Indians—Omens of War—Commencement of Hos-
tilities, 93 ; Indian Mode of Warfare—Destruction of New
England Villages— Retaliation of the Whites— Canonchet
taken Pi'isoner by English—Put to Death, 94 ; Connecticut
Indians and Narragansets charge their Misfortunes upon
Philip— Dispersion of Tribes— Hunted down by Captain
Church— Philip seeks Aid from Mohawks—Returns to his

own Tribe—Imprisonment of his Wife and Son— Shot by
one of his Tribe, and beheaded with Church's Sword—His
Son transported to an Island of the Ocean—Sold as a Slave
to toil in Bermuda—Amount of Disbursements of the War
—Loss of Men. 95.

War, new Board of, appointed by Congress, in 1778, without
Washington's Consent—Names of the Olficers, 339.

War, Pequod. 47, 48 : Its Cause, 48.

Ward, Ensign, in Expedition to Fort Duquesne in 1754, 475.

Ward, General Aaron, Notice of, 192.

Ward, General .\rt<>mas, marches into Boston on Evacuation
of British in 1776, 14 ; Left in command on Departure of
Washington for New York, 15.

Warren, General James, ajipointed by Washington in 1776, 10.

Warren, Mrs. Mercy, Opinion ot General Lee, 224 ; Apologizes
for Samuel Adams, 337, 338.

Wars. Indian, in Carolina previous to the Rev(,lution. 643;
Peril of the Whites—Defeat and Conquest of the SavEiges,
644 ; Embassy to the Indians—Erection of Forts—War with
the Cherokees, 645 ; Montgomery's Expedition—Peace—Re-
newal of War— Grant and Middleton's Expedition, 646;
Treaty of Peace—Intluence of Royal Emissaries—Hostilities
renewed, 647 ; Desolation of the Cherokee Country—Expe-
ditions under Rutherford and Pickens, 648.

Wars, Indian. Notice of, in State of New York, 101 ; On the
Carolina Coast in 1711, 562.

Waterhouse, Dr. Benjamin. Notices Rhode Island in 1824, 71.

Wateree River, Notice of, 6.30.

Watson, Quotation from, 313.

Watson, J. F.. erects Marble Slab to the Memory of Agnew,
Bird, Turner, Irvine, and others, killed at Battle of German-
town, 319.

Washington, City of—Its History and Description—The Capi
tol—Library of Congress—Burned by the British in 1814,405;
National Institute, 406 ; Memorials of General Washington,
407,408: Franklin's Printing-press, 409; Greenough's Statue
of Washington—Other Statuary and Paintings in the Capitol,

409,410,411.412,41:3.
Washington Square, New Windsor, New Y'ork, 115; At Phila-

delphia, .307, 308.

Washington Family, Genealogy and Biography of, 423.

Washington, Elizabeth. Marriage of, 427.

Washington. General George. Extract of Letter from, relative

to Union Flag, 9; Apprises Congress of his Weakness prior
to bombarding Boston. 10; Receives Orders from Congress
to destroy Boston in 177.5, 13 ; Marches into Boston on Evac-
uation by the British, 14 ; Orders his Aimy to New York—
Proceeds to New York himself in 1776. 15 ; Letter of, intro-

ducing Colonel Menonville to Governor Huntington in 1781

—Letter to Count De Rochanibeau on Subject of Expedition
to Penobscot, 38 ; Directs General Sullivan to call upon
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, for Militia,

80 ; Letter to General Nelson. 85 ; Appointed Lieutenant
General of the Armies of France, and "C'ice Admiral of its

Fleets, in 1779, 86 ; Orders his Officers to wear black and
white Cockades, in compliment to France, 87 ; Holds Con-
ference at Newport with Rochanibeau, in 1781, 88; His Head-
quarters at Newburgh purchased by the State of New York,
100 ; Rebukes Nicola for proposing him as King for Ameri-
ca — His Patriotism, 105 ; His Counteraction to Newburgh
Addresses, 108. 109; Farewell Address in 1799. Ill; Hi.s

Opinion of Armstrong's Motives in writing anonymous Ad
dresses—Tour to Northern Battletields in 1783, 112 ; Leaves
Army, in 1783, to attend upon Congress at Princeton—Con-
gress unanimously votes him an Equestrian Statue in Bronze
—Never Executed, 112 ; Head-quarters of. at New Windsor,
in 1779, 81 ; At Peekskill in 1781, 113; Opinion of Dancing.
115 ; Camp ground near Cornwall in 178.3, 1 17 ; Extract from
Letter to General Greene, 119 ; His Life Guard, Names of,

Banner of, 120; Letter to Rochambeau relative to King of
Sweden, 127 ; First President General of Society of the Cin-

cinnati, 129 ; Alleged Proposition to marry Miss Phillipse,

141 ; Pronounces Sentence on Arnold, 143 ; Deceived by Ar-

nold. 145 ; Joui-ney from Hudson Hiahlands to Hartford in

1780, 149; Arnold's Duplicity. 150; Return from Hartford
to Hudson Highlands, 157 ; Anecdote of, relative to Mrs. Ar-

nold, 1.58 : Discovery of Arnold's Treason. 1.59 ; His Pres-

ence of Mind—Confers with Knox and La Fayette. 100, Dis
position of his Troops on the Hudson in 1779, 176 ; Head-
quarters near Dobbs's Ferry, 195, 509; Headquarters at

Tappan, 196; Orders Court of Inquiry in Case of Andre,
197; Approves Decision of the Court, 198 ; Dispatches Og-
den on Embassy to Paulus's Hook, relative to Exchange of
Andre for Arnold, 200; Proposition to Exchange Andre for

Arnold—Declined, 201 ; Plan to Abduct Arnold— Its Execu-
tion committed to Major Henry Lee, 206 ; Head-quarters,
near Ramapo, in 1777. 211 ; Sends Montagnie to Morristown
with Dispatches, 213; Head-quarters at Hopper House in 1780,

214 ; Place of crossing the Delaware, 221 ; Crosses the Riv-

er in 1776—Weakness of his Forces—His Faith in ultimate

Triumph, 224 ; Resolves to defend Philadelphia—Places Put-

nam in command—Reorganizes his Army, 225 ; Augmenta-
tion of his Forces— Head quarters at Newtown, 226 ; Re-
crosses the Delaware with his Army—Success at Attack of
Trenton, 227, 232; Visits the dying Rail, 229.231 ; Made mil-

itary Dictator by Congress, 232; Withdraws from Trenton,
and proceeds toward Princeton in 1777,234; Battle of Prince-

ton, 239; Estimate of his Character in Europe after Battles

of 'i'renton and Princeton, 240 ; His Portrait by Peale. 244
;

Floral Arch at Trenton Bridge in Honor of, in 1789—His tri-

umphal Journey, 245 ; His Note to Ladies of Trenton, 246;
Statue of, in Independence Hall, 272 : Receives News of
Declaration of Independence at Head-quarters, Ni;w Y'ork.

285 ; His Eflbrts to re-enforce Continental Army, 297 ; At
tempted Attack upon by British, at Whitemarsh—Apprised
of their Movements by Mrs. Darrah, 3(12 ; Retreats from
Brandywine to Philadelphia,- and encamps at Gerniaiitown
In 1777, 314 ; Projjoses to attack the British on Lancaster
Road—Prevented by Storm—Calls Council of Offieers. 315;

Result of Battle at Germantowu, 318 ; Medal ordered to be



ANALYTICAL INDEX.—Vol. II. 33

struck by Congress for his Attack upon the British near Gar-
mantuwn —Never executed— Ilia Kncarapment iit .Skippaclv

Creek—Uolds Council of War—Removes to Whituniarsh.
320 ; Headquarters, 3'21 ; Departure from VVhitemarsh to

Valley Forjre, ;i2-3 ; Headquarters in 1777-78, 332 ; Holds
Council of War relative to Place of Cantonment of Troops

—

Decides upon Valley Forge — Directs preparation of Huts
for Comfort of Soldiers— Kngages in Religious Services as a
Day of i)ublic Thanksgiving, 333 ; Condition and Suli'ering

of his 'I'rocips — Empowered by Congress to demand Sup
plies—Number of Soldiers in bis Camp, .335 In Prayer at

Valley Korge—Conspiracy to dcprivehimof chief Command
—Persons named as Malcontents, .331) ; Congress attempts
to weaken his Power— Gates and Lee his Rivals, 337 ; Ap-
prised of their Secret Machinations—CoiTespondence with
Lord Stirling, Conway, and Gates, 338; Congress appoints
new Board of War without consulting him, 339 ; Receives
penitent Letter from Conway in 1778,340; Appoints Steu-

ben Inspector General, 341 ; His Efforts in behalf of his Sol-

diers, 342; independence of the Colonies acknowledged by
France—Issues general Order lor Thanksgiving, 341) ; Retort
upon Governor Tryon,34'J : Directed by Congress to adminis-
ter Oath ofAllegiance to Officers of Army—Anecdote of Gen-
eral Lee, 352 ; Holds Council of War, and breaks up Encamp-
ment at Valley Forge— Pursues Enemy across New Jersey,

353; Battle at Monmouth, 3.')5; Conduct of Lee, 359; Causes
Lee to be Court-martialed ibr Disobedience, &c., 3ti0; Pre-

pares to meet British at the Head of Elk, 375; His Suspense

—

Establishes Head-quarters, in 1777, at Wilmington—At Bran-
dywine, 380; Again n)ade military Dictiitor, 385 ; Headquar-
ters near Chad's Ford, 387 ; His Monument at Baltimore. 390

;

Disbanding ofhis Army, and Ri'signation at Annapolis in 1783.

402 ; Letter to Dr. Cochran, 407 ; His Memorials at Washing-
ton City, 408 ; Incident at Annapolis. 413; His Tomb at Mount
Vfernon. 41ti ; His Sarcophagus—New Family Vault, 417 ; Re-
tombing of in 1837, 418 ; His Place of Worship—Pastor and
Biographer— Pew. 420 ; His Otfice as Vestryman in 17()5, 421

;

Biography, 423 ; Birth-place—Ancestors—Anns—Monument,
424^ His last Interview with his Mother, 426 ; Censures his

Nephew for supplying Briti.^h with Provisions, 435 ; Statue of
in Capitol at Richmond, 436: Initiated Freemason in 1752,

437; Expedition to Fort Le Bosuf in 1753, 473; Expedition
to Fort Diiquesne in 1754 — .loins Captain Steven at Will's

Creek— Proceeds to Red Stone Creek— Erects Fort Necessity

at Great Meadows—Skirmish with the French—Sends Pris-

oners to Eastern Virginia, 475 ; Succeeds to chief Command
on Death of Fry—Holds Council of War—Strengthens his

Position at Fort Necessity—Attacked by the French—Capit-
ulates—Promises to restore Prisoners—Returns to Williams-

burg, 476; Vilitied by the French— His Conduct justified,

475; Leaves the Service in 17."w—Consents to become Brad-

'-•ck's -Aid— In Expedition to Fort Duquesne, 477 ; His pro-

posal >-'• ''an Mode of Warlaie rejected by Braddock
—Adopts it. nevertheless—Describes the Appearance of Brit-

ish Troops on Morning of Battle. 478 ; Assumes chief Com-
mand on Death of Braddock—Providential Escape in Battle

—Never wounded in Battle—Commander-in-chief of Virgin-

ia Forces, 479; Marches against Fort Duquesne, under Gen-
eral Forlies, in 1758—Returns to Williamsburg—Resigns his

Commission in feeble Health. 480; Development of his mil-

itary Character, 481 ; In Virginia House of Burgesses in 1774,

486 ; Delesiate to Continental Congress at Philadt'lphia. in

1774, 4.S, ; Conceives Expedition to Virginia in 1781, 509;
Arrives at Williamsburg. 513; At Siege of Yorktown, 516;
False Allegation against— Refuted. 519"; Orders all Prisoners

in Jail at Yorktown to be set at Liberty, 527; Holds Confer-

ence with Admiral De Grasse, relative to Desi:;ns upon
Charlefton— Presents him with two Horses as Token of Es-

teem—Hastens to Death-bed ofJohn Parke Custis— Proceeds
to Philadel]>hia, .529 : Devises Plan for capturing Arnold

—

Holds Interview at Newport with Rochambeau, .540; Con-
certs early Measures to prevent ."^ulijugation of Virginia

—

Dispatches La Fayette to Virginia in 1781, .543; Letter to

General Heath, relative to captive Army of Bnrgoyne, 550;

Head-quarters at New York in 1776— Aids in Survey and
Plan of Fort Washington, 800 : Tiyon's Plot to dei-troy him,

801; Ri'Ceives Letter from Gem ral Howe, 802: His Dis-

patches at New York, 810; Holds Council of War. 812;

Makes Arrangements for evacualinL' New York, 813: Head-
quarters on Harlem Heights. 815: His Mortification on land-

ing of British. 817 ; Calls Conncil of War—Head-quarters at

White Plain.". 821 ; Holds Council of War—Retreats to New
Jersey— Head-quarters at Hackensack. 825; Blamed lor

yielding to the Opinions of Greene. 827 : Disappointment on
Surrender of Fort Washinaton- Abandons Fort Lee, 828;

Attempts to invade New York in 1781. 831 : Establishes honor-

nry Badges of Distinction in 1781. 8-34 ; Issues circular Letti r

to Governors of .States on Su"bjoct of disbanding the Army
in 1783—His Residence at Ro( ky Hill, 837; Farewell Address

to the Army — Holds Conference with Officers nt Doblis's

Ferry,838; Parts with his Officers 839; Departure from New
York for .Annapolis—His Account current of Expenses diir

ing Revolution, 840; Resignation of his Commission at An-
napolis, 841 ; Addre^=ses on the Occasion. 841, 842.

Washington. Lund. su])plies Briti.sh with Provisions in 1781

—

Censured by his Uncle, 435.

Washington, Lady Martha, at Newburgh in 1783— Her Fond-
ness for Gardening, 100; At New Windsor in 1780, 113; .At

Ball, at Headquarters of Greene and Knox, 115; Tomb of
418; Intended Capture of by Dunmore, in 1776. 419; Bio-
graphical Sketch of 840; Accompanies her Husband to An-
napolis and Mount Vernon in 1783, 841.

Washington, Mrs. Mary (.Mother of General), Grave of, 423, 427;
Last Interview with her Son—Her Death—Unfinished Mon-
ument, 427, 428.

Washington, Colonel William A., wounded in Battle of Tren-
ton, 227; In Southern Campaign, under Greene, in 1781, 602,
605; At Battle of Guilford, 609, 610; Biographical Sketch of,

641 ; At Battle of the Cowpens in 1781, 637
; Captures Tories

at Rugeley's Mill in 1780, 666 ; Wounded and captured in
Battle at Eutaw Springs in 1781, 702.

Wateree Swamp, described, 682.

Watson, Colonel, marches up the Santee in 1781, 678.-

Wayne, General Anthony, biographical Sketch of—Monument,
177; Storms Stony Point in 1779, 178; Wounded—His Brav-
ery— Laconic Dispatch, 179 : Awarded Medal by Consress—His Popularity, 181; At Battle of Monmouth, 356;" En-
campment near Paoli in 1777, 370 ; Bravery of at Battle of
Brandy wine, 384 ; Encampment of, at Green Spring Planta-
tion, in 1781, 446; At Battle near Jamestown Island, 466;
Acts in Concert with La Fayette against Cornwallis, in Vir
ginia, in 1781, .548.

Weather-gage defined, 81.

Webster, Colonel, at Retaking of Stony Point in 1779—Bom-
bards Fort La Fayette, 180; On the Catawba, 598; In Skirm-
ish with Americans near Reedy Fork, in 1781, 605 ; At Battle
of Guilford, 609 ; His Death, 612.

Weeden, Mr., Notice of, 63.

Weeden, General George, at Battle of Brandywiue in 1777

—

Biographical Sketch of, 382.

Weems, Reverend Mason L., Character of—Pastor and Biogra-
pher of Washington. 420.

Weemyss. Major, attacked by Sumter at Fish Dam Ford in
1780, 651.

Welsh. Mrs. Elizabeth, Notice of 439.

Werowocomoco, the Scene of saving Captain Smith by Poca-
hontas, 454.

West, Joseph, succeeds Y'eamans as Governor of South Caro-
lina in 1674, 745.

West, Pine Robber, executed at Colt's Neck—His Body de-
voured by Carrion Birds, 368.

Westmoreland, Virginia, Birth-place of Washington and other
distinguished Men, 423.

West Point, Scenery around—Military Establishment—Wood's
Monument, 131; Kosciuszko's Monument and Garden, 132
133. 137; Topography, 133, 135, 136. 137, 139, 166 ; Appearance
of in 1780. 136; Construction of Forts in 1776, 135; Fort
Arnold, 133; Fort Putnam, 133, 134, 13.5, 139; Fort Constitu-
tion, 1.35 ; Importance of as a military Station—Estalilishment
of military Academy in 1802—Forts Webb and Willis—Con-
stitution Island, 139; In command of Arnold in 1780, 145;
Estimate of Forces at, in 1780. by Villefranche. 153; Return
of Ordnance of difierent Forts—Arnold's Dcsciiption of the
Works, 154; Washington's Return from Hartford, 159;
Arrival of Andre after Capture, 161.

Western Reserve, Ohio, Title of confirmed by Congress in
1800, 43.

Wetmore, Prosper M., Quotation from, 541.

Wheeler, John H., Notice of 619.

Wheelwright, Reverend Mr., Notice of 69.

Whigs, oppressed by Prescott, at Rhode Island, 69.

Whipping-post, at Oxford, North Carolina, Notice of, 557.
Whipple, Captain, engaged in burning Schooner Gaxpee, 61.
Whitall. Mrs., Anecdote of 291.

White, Reverend W., Chaplain in Continental Army. 393.
White, John, appointed Governor of Virginia by Raleigh in

1586, 4.50.

White, Major, shot at Battle of Germantown in 1777, 317. 320.
Whitechurst, Thomas, killed in Duel, by Simpson, in 1766. .569.

White j;yes. Captain (Sachem), espouses patriot Cause in 1776
—Biographical Sketch of 250.

White Hall, Trenton, used for Barracks by Hessians in 1776,
244.

Whitemarsh, described, 320; Encampment of Washington at,

in 1777—Head quarters—SkirmisVi, 321.
White Plains, 822.

White Thunder a^companie3 Washington to Fort le Brjeuf 474.
Whitefield establishes Orphan-house at Savannah in 1740, 722
Whitman, Sarah Helen, Quotation from, 404.
Whittier, John G.. Quotation from, 75.

Willie, Richard H., Quotation from, 698.

Wilkes, John, Lord Mayor of London, presents violent Address
to the King in 1776. 16 ; Receives Orders to cause Proclama
tion to be read at Royal Exchange of the F.vents at Bunker
Hill in 1775— Refusal, 17; Celebration at Norwich of his
Election to Parliament in 1768, 31.

Wilkinson, Colonel, Quarrel with Gates in 1778. 338.
Willett. Colonel Marinus. at Invasion of Peekskill in 1777. 173.
Williams. Colonel James, in Southern Campaisn in 1780 —

Bioirriiphical Sketch of 632 ; Killed at Battle of Kin:;'s Mount-
ain.^634.

Williamson, David, Deposition relative to Capture of Andr^
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187; Awar(3<«i Medal by Congress for Fidelity—Biocraphical

Sketch of, !_>;

Williams, Edwin, Notice of, 28, 36, 40, 197.

Williams, Joseph, biographical Slieteh of—Letter of, 40.

Williams, Reverend Roger, lands on the Seekonk in 1631—His

Character, 52; His Zeal—Arraigned for Treason before the

General Court of Boston in 1634, 53; Ordered to leave the

Colony—Flight to Seekonk— Lands at Providence — Com-
mences a Settlement, 54 ; Negotiations with the Indians

—

Founds Providence in 1636, 54, 55; Biographical Sketch of,

55; Proceeds to England in 1644, andobtains Charter of

Providence and Rhode Island Plantations, 70; Again sent to

England to obtain Revocation of Coddington's Appointment,

71 ; Notice of, 3i)7.

Williams, (Jeneral Otho H., in Southern Campaign under
Greene in 1781, 597, 601, 602; Biographical Sketch of, 602;

In Skirmishes near the Dan, 603; Crosses the Stream, 604

;

Maneuvers near the Haw, 606; Wounded in Battle at Eutaw
Springs, 703.

Williams, T. C. & Co., of Annapolis, Consignees of the Tea-ship

Pe^gi/ in 1774, 401.

Williams, William, biogi-aphical Sketch of (see Biography of

Signers of Declaration oflndependence. Supplement)—Notice
of, 36.

Williamsburg, Virginia, the Seat of William and Mary College,

468; Dunmore's Palace—Brenton Church. 469; Old Maga-

zine—Old Capitol— Its Topography and Description, 470;

Made the Seat of Government in 1698, 471 ; Apollo Room in

old Ralcish Tavern, 484 ; Taken by Simcoe in 1781, 543.

Wilhng, Thomas, Chairman of revolutionary Meeting at Phila-

delphia in 1774, 260.

Willis. Major, at Battle of Spencer's Ordinary in 1781, 464 ; At

Battle near James Island, 466.

Willis. N. P., Quotation from, 202.

Wilmington, DelHware, Topoaraphy of, 388.

Wilminatcn, North Carolina, revolutionary Proceedings at in

1765. 568 ; Taken by Craig in 1781, 781.

Wilmot. Captain, killed in Ambuscade near John's Island in

1782, 779.

Wilson, John E.. Owner of Washington's Birth-place, 423.

Wilson. Ensign Robert, at Siege of Yorktown in 1781.-^Bio-

graphical Sketch of, 524.

Wilson Family, Notice of, 618.

Wilson, James G.. Notice of, 526.

Wilson, Reverend Dr., Notice of, 589.

Wingtield, Edward M., President of Council of London Com-
pany ill 1607, 452.

Winn, William, biographical Sketch of, 658.

Winship, Thomas J., Notice of, 489.

Winslow. Governor, claims Seekonk as Part of the Plymouth
Company, 54.

Winston, Major Joseph, at Battle of King's Mountain in 1780,

633.

Winter, severity of, in 1779, 80, 8.5.

Wirt, William, eulogizes Patrick Henry, 430; Musings at old

Church, Jamestown—Quotation from, 447.

Witamo, Squaw Sachem of Pocasset—Death of 95.

Wocokcn Island, explored by Barlow and Amidaa in 1584,

449.

Woedtke, Baron De, biographical Sketch of, 329.

Wolfert's Roost, 193; Castle Garrison, Attack upon- Defense
of, 194.

Wolves alarm Lee's Legion near Black River in 1781, 677.

Women, of Philadelphia, Patriotism of, in 1780, 312; Of Bplti-

more, 394; In North Carolina, 612, 626 ; Of South Carol!

653, 694 ; Sufl'ering and Destitution of, at Savannah, i

739.

Wood, Colonel E. D., Monument of, at Wt,.-„ Point, 131.

Wood, Colonel James, left in command of captive Army ot

Burgoyne, at Charlottesville, in 1778, 551.

WoodT Major, saved at Battle of Minisink by masonic Sign, 103.

Woodford, General William, at Battle of Monmouth— Bio-

graphical Sketch of, 363.

Woodford, Colonel, repulses Dunmore at Hampton and No
folk in 1775, 532, 534 ; At Battle of Great Bridge, near Nor
folk, in 1775, 534 ; Takes Possession of the Town, 536.

WoodhuU, General Nathaniel, biographical Sketch of, 811.

Woodhull, Reverend Dr. John, Notice of, 365, 366 ; His Monu-
ment, 365.

Woodward, Mr., serves as Judge Advocate in Trial of Spy
Taylor, 117

Wooster, General, in command of Connecticut Troops at Har-
lem in 1775. 795.

Wraxall, Sir N. W.. 528.

Wright, Sir James, last royal Governor of Georgia, 710 ; Tak-
en Prisoner by Habersham in 1776, 726.

Wright, Sergeant, at Battle of Spencer's Ordinary in 1781,464.

Wright, Sukey, of Baltimore, remarkable Longevity of, 390.

Wyatt Sir Francis, succeeds Harvey as Governor of Virginia in

16:19—Followed by Berkeley in 1641,459.

Wyllys, Colonel, at Hudson Highlands in 1777, 167.

Yadkin River, Notice of, 615.

Yagers, German, Notice of 43, 44 ; At Battle of Spencer's Or-

dinary in 1781, 464; At Battle near Jamestown Island, 467;

In West Chester, New Y'ork, 831.

Yale College, first established at Saybrook, 50.

Y'amasees march against Tuscaroras in 1712, 562.

Yankee Chronolog)-, Quotation from, 804.

Yeamans, Sir John, Notice of, 559 ; Succeeded by Joseph West
as Governor of South Carolina in 1674, 745.

Yeardley, George, appointed Governor of Virginia in 1617, 457

;

Death of in 1627 458.

Yonkers, New York, and its Associations, 832.

York, Duke of assents to Penn's Charter in 1681, 253.

Y'ork, Pennsylvania, Congress holds Session at, in 1777, 315;

Notice of 339.

Y'orke, Colonel, at Battle near Jamestown Island in 1781, 467.

Yorktown, Siege of, in 1781, 513; Bombardment of, 517; De-

struction of iSovemor Nelson's Mansion, 521.

Yorktown, Virginia, early History of, 507; Toposraphy of 509,

515.518.519; Siege of, in 1781, 515 ; Destruction of, 521 ;
'^ --

en by Simcoe in 1781, 543.

Yorkville, South Carohna, Notice of, 655.

Zane, Ebenezer, at Siege of Fort Henry in 1777—The Founder
of Zanesville, 498.

Zane, Elizabeth, at Siege of Fort Henry in 1777—Biographical
Sketch of, 498.

Zane, Silas, at Siege of Fort Henry in 1777, 498.

^
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Naval Operations.—First naval Engagement—Vessels ordered
by Congress—Appointment of "Continental Navy Board"

—

Rules for the division of Prizes— Names of Vessels, 843:
Rank of Officers determined—Admiralty Seal—Cruise of
Commodore Hopkins—Names of naval Officers—First naval
Flag.s—Capture of Governor Brown. 844 ; Hopkins dismissed
from Service—Paul Jones—Operations in tlie West Indies

—

Ur. Franklin Ijorne to France—Vessels fitted out by the Com-
missioners—Their Operations in European Waters—Opera-
tions on the American Coast— Captain Biddle, 845 ; Congress
and Provincial Vessels—French Fleet on American Coast

—

Paul Jones in European Waters—Terror caused by his Ex-
ploit—Captain Hinman, 846 ; Captains Barry and Landais

—

Mutiny discovered — Expedition, under Paul Jones, to the

Coast of Scotland—Its Character and Material, 847 ; Battle

between the Bonhomme Richard and Serapis — Lieutenant
Dale—Conduct of Landais—Honors awarded to Jones, 848

;

Jones presented with a Gold Medal—Captains Williams and
Talbot, 849 ; British Parliament will not consider Privateers-

men Prisoners ofWar—Captains Barney, Barry, and Nichol-

son—Number of Vessels captured by the Americans during
the War, 850 ; Closing naval Events—List of United States

Vessels, and Fate of each, 851.

Whale-boat Warfare.—" London Trading" and its Results—Cap-
ture of the Blue Mountain Valley—Hyler and Marriner—
Theater of their Operations—Attempt to capture Lippincott,

who hung Huddy, 851 ; Capture of Tories—Expedition of

Colonel Meigs to Sag Harbor—Capture of General SiUiman
—Of Judge Jones at Fort Neck—The Associated Loyalists,

and their Influence—Tariff for the Exchange of Prisoners.

8.52.

Diplomacy.—Appointment of a " Secret Committee'" for foreign

Correspondence—Thomas Paine—Silas Deane sent as Com-
missioner to France—Etlbrts of Arthur Lee and others to

procure Aid from France— Beauraarchais and his Opera-
tions, 853; Franklin and Lee appointed joint Commissioners
with Deane—Arrival of Franklin in Paris—Vergennes and
Louis XVI.— Duplicity of the French Court—Ministers to

other Courts appointed, 854 ; Independence of the United
States acknowledged by France—Conduct of the King of
Spain—Beaumarchais demands Payment for " Free Gifts"

—

Falsehoods uttered by the French Court submitted to by
Congress— Gerard, first French Minister to the United States

—Deane recalled—Imprudence of Paine, 855; War between
France and England—Reception of the French Minister

—

Caution of the Spanish Monarch— John Jay—Luzerne suc-

ceeds Gerard— Claims of Spain, 85f); Laurens and Adams
sent Ministers to Holland— Armed Neutrality— Proposed
Congress at Vienna— Suspicions of Adams and Jay, 8.'57;

Treaty with Holland—Treaties of Peace—John Adams first

Minister to Great Britain, 858.

The Confederation.—Necessity of a Federal Union, 858 ; First

proposed by Dr. Franklin— The Subject debated— Articles

of Confederation, 8.59; Their Adoption, 861; New Organi-

zation of Government—R. II. Livingston first Foreign Secre-

tary—Robert Morris first Superintendent of Finance— Bank
of North America—The Foreign Office—Great' Seal of the

United States—Origin of the Device, 862.

The Federal Constitution.—First Convention, 862 ; The Second
Convention— Its Proceedings and Results— Names of the

Delegates, 864 ; Opposition to the Constitution—Gouverneur
Morris and Alexander Hamilton—Ratification of the Consti-

tution—Election and Inauguration of Washington as Presi-

dent of the United States, 864.

British Prisons and Prison Skips, 864 ; Churches, Sugar-houses,
and other Buildings used as Prisons— Condition and Sulfer-

ings of the Prisoners—The Provost Jail—Place of Execution,
865; The Sugar-house in Liberty Street—Sufi'erings of Pris-

oners there, 866.

Prison Ships.—Names of the principal Hulks at New York

—

The Jersey, 866 ; Terrible Sutterings of Prisoners—Remark-
able physiological Fact—Dame Grant—Burial of Prisoners

—

Reinterment of their remains in 1808—Proceedings on the

Occasion, 869.

Board of War and Ordnance.—Its Organization and Duties.

867 ; Seal of the Board—First Secretary of War. 868.

Signers of the Declaration of Independence, 868.

7'Ae Loyalists.—Their Character—Governor Franklin—West's
Picture of their Reception in England, 873 ; Their Claims and
Compensation—Military Organizations among them, 874.

The Foster Child of the Republic.—Resolution of Congress

—

Sketch of the Life of Colonel Mercer. 874.

Autographs of Washington's Life Guard.—History of the Doc-
ument, 874 ; Fac Similes, and Notice of Colfax, their Com-
mander, 875.

Continental Lottery. 877.

English Stamps.—Description of them—Notice of early Prop-
ositions for a Stamp Duty for Revenue, 877.

Burgoyne's Captive Officers, 878.

The Cow Chase, by Major Andre, 878.
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